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Ottawa, Thursday, February 25th, 1886.

The SP -
230 o PAKER took the Chair at

Prayers ang Routine proceedings.

The SPEAKER i
: presented a communi-
gg:lrly from thq Governor General’s Se-
the &0 announcing that he would open

Ssion of the Dominion i
at Three o’clock, Fariament

The

pleasts, House was adjourned during|]

m ) {

'THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

on'I;:e %ﬁVERNOR GENERAL being seated

m onsebeimm?’ and the House. of Com-

Speak ng In attendance, with their

opeater, His Excrrrency was pleased to

open the Session with the following gra-
0us speech to both Houses ;—

Hweamhmo-fﬂu;em:
o - Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
On meeting you again T have the plessing

to° : .
m‘ ;“rim of you on the

of last year and om the pros- |.

M"‘d'“h'hnhdmzrfﬁ- of the country.

Since the suppression of the insurrectionin
the North-West '[erritories, peace and order
have been restored, and now prevail, After so.
serious an outbreak some disquiet and appre-
hension of the recurrence of thowe disorders.
may naturally be expected to linger, and it will
be the duty of my Government to make such
precautionary arrangements as will assure the
present inhabitants, as well as intending settlers .
of efficient protection against all disturbance...

I warmly congratulate you on the practical
completion of the Canadian Pucific Railway, -
and on the snnouncement that it will be open
for the daily carriage of passengers and freight.
from ocean to ocean in the merth of June
next. This grest work, 8o important alike to
the Empire and the Dominiou, canuot fsil to in-
crease the trade between British Columbia and
ment and settlement of Manitoba and the
North-West, and greatly to ddd to. the cop-:
mercisl prosperity of the whole country. S

Should the negotistionsghetween Heor Majesty’s.
Government and that of the United States for:

‘the appointment of & Joint Commiasion to_ ad

just what is known as “The Fishery Question,”
and to consider the best means of developing
our International Commerce, fail to sequre sny
satisfactory result, you will be asked $6.mske
provision for the protection of our Inshore Fish-.
eries by the extension of our present system of
Marine Police. .

The messure submitted to you last Seasionfor.
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of last Session Will be found to be included in
the first of those measures.

You will also be asked to consider the expe-
diency of improving the judiciary system which
obtains in those Territories.

Your attention will be invited to the pro-
priety of amending the law relating to the busi-
ness of the office of Queen’s Printer and of pro-

- viding for the more satisfactory working of the
present system of Government and Parliamen-
tary printing.

" A numerical census of the North-West Terri-
tories has been taken and a measure based
thereon for the representation of the people in
Parliament will be laid before you.

Other measures will be laid before you, and
among them will be found Bills for providing
for a better mode of trial of claims against the
Crown, for regulating Post Office Savings Banks
in British Columbia and the North-West Terri-
tories, for expediting the issue of patents for
Indian Lands, for the administration of the
rights of the Crown in the foreshores of the
Dominion, for the establishment of an Experi-
mental Farm, and for the amendment of the
Chinese Immigration Act.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The accounts for the past year will be laid be-
fore you. You will find that the estimate of
receipts has been fully realized, but I regret to
say that the outbreak in the North-West has
added largely to the expenditure of the country.

The Estimates for the ensuing year will be
submitted to you. They have been prepared
with due regard to economy and the require-
mentsy of the Public Service.

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate .

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I recommend these several subjects and the
others which may engage your attention to your
best consideration, and I earnestly trust that
the result of your deliberations may, under the
Divine Blessing, conduce to the advancement
and prosperity of Canada.

His Excellency, the Governor General,
was pleased to retire and the House of
Commons withdrew.

BILL INTRODUCED

An Act relating to Railways. (Sir Alex.
Campbell).

THE ADDRESS,
MOTION,

Tue SPEAKER reported His Excell-
ency’s Speech from the Throne, and the
same was then read by the Clerk.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL moved
that the House do take into consideration
the Speech of His Excellency the Gover-
nor General to-morrow.

The motion was agreed to.

THE PRIVILEGES OF PAR-
LIAMENT.

MOTION.,

ioN. SiR ALEX. CAMPBELL moved
that all the members present during this
session be appointed a Committee to con-
sider the Orders and Customs of this
House and Privileges of Parliament, and
that the said Committee have leave to
meet in this House, when and as often as
they please.

The motion was agreed to.
THE LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT.
THE LIBRARIAN’S REPORT.
TuE SPEAKER presented tothe House

the report of the joint Librarians on the
state of the Library of Parliament.

The same was ‘then read by the Clerk.

The Senate adjourned at 4.30 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Ottawa, Friday, February 26th, 1856.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
Three o’clock.

Prayers and routine proczedings.
THE ADDRESS.
MOTION.
Hon. Mr. BOLDUC, moved :—

That the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Governor
General to offer the respectful thanks of
this House to His Excellency for the gra-
cious Speech he has been pleased to make
to both Houses of Parliament: namely:—
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ToH
e;fy Eé(}::zunncy the Most Honorable Sir
quess of Laarles Kelth' Petty-Fitzmaurice, Mar-
set, Eqg| fn‘s;sowne, in the County of Somer-
in the CO ycombe, of Chipping Wycombe,
C alnstonoupty of Bucks, Viscount Caln and
Wycon bz’ In the County of Wilts, and Lord
ounty <t Baron of Chipping Wycombe, in the
ritain“l)a ?ucks, in the Peerage of Great
Viscoux;t arl of Kerrx and Earl of Shelburne,
aron of K lanmgunce and  Fitzmaurice,
the Peerg eﬂgy, Lixnaw and Dunkerron, in
of the 8¢ of Ireland ; Knight Grand Cross

Mic most Distinguished Order of Saint
h::;g:d Saint George ; Governor General

May
IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY :—

We, .
the Séng:rol}iaée“)”s dutiful and loyal subjects,
gumbly thank Y";’Trdg ln"ParIiafment assembled,
' Excellency fo, i
Peech at the opening of this )é es;ig';ur gracious
We reia;
again }::J::CZ 1hlat your Excellency on meeting us
gratulating ug by o8 duty to perform of con-
and on th, e sufficient harvest. of last year

the Count:yl.:’rosp erity and substantial progress o

We ar
that sinci t%l:d to learn from Your Excellency
the North-WeS;x F;P‘ﬁ§51o;_, of the insurrection in
N restored :nd Crritories peace and order have

an outbreak sop, NOW prevail. After so serious
the recurrence ofe hd’sq“lf'—‘t and apprehension of
€Xpected to J; those disorders may naturally be
\NRET, and we respectfully concur in

our E A
Excellency's opinion they it will be the duty

of your Gy,
arra; gem;:;m:;em to make such precautionary
habitangs, will assure the present in-

as well as int : .
rotecti 4 S Intending settlers, of
Protection againgt 411 disturbfnce. ers, of efficient

It affo,
xce]lenc;,d’: ‘:: great pleasure_ to receive Your
€al completjo rfm congratulations on the practi-
and on e ion of the Canadian Pacific Railway,
the daijly Cal,lfi“’om'n:ement that it will be open for
9Cean to oeeqp by of passengers and freight from
great work, oo In the month of June next. This
the Omir;ion important alike to the Emgire and
tween Brit"hcanm’t fail to increase the trade
vinces, 1o oo Columbia and the other Pro-
settlement ofenﬁ“e_ the early development and
greatly ¢ 4 anitoba and the North-West, and
ntry,‘o the commercal prosperity of the

We‘leam i
negotiations po!
and that of
‘0‘ 2 joint co

The Figh

much interest that should the
tween Her Majesty’s Government
United States for the appeintment
Mmission to adjust what is known as
best meanserfy Questlgn,” and to consider the
merce, fap t0 developing our international com-
shall be et eg secure any satisfactory result, we
tion of e to make provision for the protec-
our presen inshore fisheries by the extension of
Nt System of marine police.

W
that :hih:)‘g( Your Excellency for informing us
the conso],gs“_l’es submitted to us last Session for
introducy; ldation of the Statutes and for the
lon into the North-West Territories ofa

more simple and economical system for the trans-
fer of land, will be again laid before us for
consideration and legislative action, and that the
Acts of last Session will be found to be included
in the first of those measures,  *

Your Excellency having been pleased to inti-
mate that we shall also be asked to consider the
expediency of improving the judiciary system
which obtains in those Terrilories, we beg leave
to assure Your Excellency that the subject shall
receive our most careful consideration.

Our attention, which Your Excellency has been
pleased to say will be invited to the propriety of
amending the law relating to the business of the
office of Queen’s Printer and of providing for the
more satisfactory working of the present system of
Government and Parliamentary printing, shall be
cheerfully given thereto.

It affords us great satisfaction to be informed
that a numerical census of the North West Terri-
tories has been taken and that a measure based
thereon for the representation of the people in
Parliament will be laid before us.

We also thank Your Excellency for informing
us that other measures will be laid before us. and
that among them will be found Bills for providing
for a better mode of trial of claims against the
Crown, for regulating Post Office Savings Banks
in British Columbia and the North West Territo-
ries, for expediting the issue of patents for Indian
Lands, for the administration of the rights of the
Crown in the foreshores of the Dominion, for the
establishment of an Experimental Farm, and for
the amendment of the Chinese Immigration Act.

We humbly beg to assure Your Excelleney that
these several subjects, and the others which may
engage our attention, shall receive our best consi-
deration, and, with Your Excellency, we earnestly
trust that the result of our deliberations may,
under the Divine Blessing, conduce to the ad-
vancement and prosperity of Canada.

He said: Ce n’est passans hésitation que
j’aiaccepté de proposer Padresse enréponse
audiscours du Trone, car quelqu’honorable
que soit cette tiche, le sentiment de mon
insuffisance & m’acquitter de cet impor-
tant devoir me fait éprouver lobligation
de solliciter I'indulgence de cette honora-
ble Chambre.

Cependant, refuser 'honneur qui m’é-
tait offert, aurait été mal comprendre mon
devoir et je crois étre I'écho de cette
Chambre dans Pappréciation que je vais
tenter de faire de la politique du gouver-
nement telle qu’annoncée dans le discours
maintenant devant nous.

Je suis heureux de pouvoir me joindre
2 Son Excellence le Gouverneur-Général
pour féliciter le pays de 'abondante mois-
son de Vannée dernitre et de la pros-
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périté qui regne dans le pays. En
effet, messieurs, cette abondante moisson
a donné laisance 2 la classe agricole et
grice A la pelitique nationale adoptée par
Je gouvernement, il y a quelques années,
le cultivateur a pu retirer des prix assez
rémunérateurs de la vente de ses pro-
duits.

Aux Etats-Unis, aussi bien qu’en Eu-
rope, la crise commerciale qui sévit ac-
tuellement a paralysé la plupart des ma-
nufactures et la classe ouvritre se trouve
dans un état de géne bien voisin de la
misére. Dans la mere-patrie, les ouvriers
sont obligés de demander de I'ouvrage au
gouvernement, et ont déjd causé des
troubles assez séricux. ;

Ici, messieurs, quelques fabriques ont,
il est vrai, diminué temporairement le
nombre d’heures de travail, mais Pactivité
renait dans toutes les branches du com-
merce et nous devons nous féliciter du
progres réel du pays.

Le discours du Trone fait aussi men-
tion du rétablissement de l'ordre et dela
paix dans les Territoires du4 Nord Ouest.

Dans le mois de mars dernier nous arri-
vait la nouvelle Q’une insurrection dans
ces territoires. Les métis et les sauvages
trompés et excités A la révolte, par des
personnes qui espéraient retirer des profits
considérables des troubles au Nord-Ouest,
se révoltaient contre l'autorité et voulaient
se séparer de la Confédération. Cette
révolte prenait tout le monde par surprise
et on se demandait s'il serait possible de
faire cesser ces troubles sans subir de
nombreuses pertes de vies et sans encourir
des dépenses excessivement considérables.

Aux Etats-Unis, ol 'on connait toutes
les difficultés et les dangers de ces guerres
indiennes, on paraissait douter de la pos-
sibilité de pouvoir rétablir 'ordre dans ces
immenses territoires. )

Cependant, messieurs, au premier appel,
la jeunesse canadienne, sans distinction
de nationalité, s’est généreusement offerte

our aller réprinier cette révolte, et grace
A énergie et Pactivité deployées par notre
habile ministre de la milice,—puissam-
ment secondé par nos braves volontaires,
—cette révolte a pu étre facilement répri-
mée.

Nous avons subi des pertes de vies tres-
précieuses et encouru des dépenses consi-
dérables, mais 'ordre a €té rétabli et les
Canadiens ont donné la preuve qu'ils

Hon. Mr. BOLDUC.

étaient capables de maintenir la paix dans
les limites de la Puissance.

J'espere, messieurs, que la répression
aussi énergique de cette insurrection aura
Peffet d'éteindre tout esprit de révolte
chez les sauvages. D’un autre cbté, je
crois que nous devons nos félécitations les
plus sinceres au Gouvernement pour la
clémence dont il a fait preuve depuis
quelque temps envers ces pauvres métis
enfermés dans les prisons de I'Etat, et je
suis convaincu que le Gouvernement ne
s'arrétera pas 2 mi-chemin, mais qu'il
continuera & suivre cette politique sage
etqu’avant longtemps tous ces malheureux,
dont le plus grand crime a été de se
laisser tromper, verront les portes des
prisons s’ouvrir devant eux et qu'il leur
sera accord€ une parfaite liberté.

Cette politique de clémence fera beau
coup plus pour assurer la paix dans le
Nord-Ouest que l'envoie de quelques
bataillons.

En méme temps, afin de faire disparaitre
toutes les craintes des personnes qui sont
déja établies ou qui ont l'intention d’aller
s’établir dans le Nord-Ouest, je crois que
le Gouvernement rencontrera 'approbation
unanime des Electeurs de la Puissance, en
prenant toutes les mesures nécessaires
pour assurer une protection efficace contre
ces troubles.

Je vois aussi avec plaisir que nous
sommes assurés de 'achevement du che-
min de fer du Pacifique Canadien, qui
sera livrté A la circulation, d’un océan 2
'autre, au mois de Juin prochain.

Messieurs, la construction aussi rapide
d’'une immense voie ferrée comme le
Pacifique (Canadien fait honneur au Gou-
vernement qui a eu l'idée d’une entreprise,
aussi gigantesque ainsi qn'a la compagnie
qui a pu exécuter ces travaux d'une
manitre aussi rapide qu'avantageuse pour
le pays.

Avant la construction de ce chemin de
fer, la colombie se trouvait complétement
isolée des autres Provinces de la Conféd¢-
ration et il était impossible de songer 2
faire un pays prospere de Provinces qui
n’étaient pas reliées entr'elles par des voies
de communications faciles. Aujourd’hui,
Messieurs, par P'achévement du chemin
de fer du Pacifique Canadien, ce probléme
se trouve résolu et le Canada qui, il n'y a
que quelques années, ne comptait que
quelques milles de chemins de fer, a une
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voie de communication qui s'étend de
PAtlantique au Pacifique, ainsi qu'un
réseau de chemins de fer dans toutes les
Provinces de la Confédération qui n’est
surpass€ par celui de nulle autre nation. Le
pays a fait des sacrifices considérables, il est
vrai, mais la construction de ces chemins
de fer étaient essentiellement nécessaire
au développement du pays, Pesprit et les
besoins de notre époque, et avant long-
temps le produit de la vente d’une partie
de nos fertiles terres du Nord-QOuest aura
remboursé au Goavernement un montant
plus que suffisant pour couvrir les avances
que nous avons faites.

La questions ‘“ des Pécheries ” dont il
est fait mention dans le discours du
Trone, intéresse beaucoup les Canadiens
et je vois avec plaisir tout lintérét que le
Gouvernement y porte.

Afin de faciliter la bonne entente qui
doit exister entre le Gouvernement Cana-
dien et celui des Etats Unis, les Améri-
cains ont ét€ laissés libres de pécher dans
les eaux canadiennes durant la dernitre
saison. Aussi, nous avons vu que, dans
son discours au Congres, le Président des
Etats-Unis recommande la nomination
d’'une commission mixte pour le réglement
de cette question. Il est vrai que les
pécheurs de 'Etat du Maine et de celui
de Massachusetts s’opposent 3 la nomina-
tion de cette commission et s'ils réusissent
3 empécher que cette question importante
soit réglée d’'une manidre avantageuse aux
deux pays, le Gouvernement peut compter
sur appui nécessaire pour Padoption de
mesures propres a pourvoir & une protec-
tion effective de nos pécheries.

Je vois aussi avec plaisir que le Gou-
vernement doit présenter un projet de loi
pour la représentation des colons établis
dans les territoires du Nord-Ouest.

Pendant les premitres années, le Conseil
pouvait suffire 3 Padministration de ces
territoires ; mais, maintenant que la popu-
lation a atteint un chiffre considérable, il
semble juste que ces personnes soient re-
présentées en Parlement.

Plusieurs autres pro]ets de loi seront
aussi présentés, qui, j'en suis convaincu,
serviront & promouvoir les intéréts géné-
raux du pays.

Maintenant, Messieurs, si nous exami-
nons les progres faits dspuis I'établissement
de la Confédération, je crois que nous
devons nous féliciter et envisager I'avenir

avec confiance. Quoique le Canada soit
une colonié dépendante de I'Angleterre,
nous jouissons d'institutions aussi libres
que possible et nous avons une liberté
complete d’administrer nos affaires de la
maniére qui nous parait la plusavantageuse.

Grace a la protection de I'Angleterre,
nous retirons tous les avantages que com-
porte le prestige du pavillon britannique.
La flotte Anglaise qui couvre tontes les
mers est pour nous un appui précieux et
le fait que les représentants diplomatiques
Anglais sont également les notres, épargne
au Canada de trés-fortes charges.

Il est vrai que notre ciel politique a
paru s'assombrir durant le cours de l'an-.
née qui vient de s'écouler. Une partie de
la presse, dont la seule mission et le but
A atteindre devraient étre d’éclairer le
peuple et conseiller la modération et I'har-
monie entre les difiérentes races qui habi-
tent la Puissance, a, par des écrits inflam- "~
matoires cherché & soulever des préjugés
de races et de religion et par 13 méme
menacé d’exciter la révolte et allumer la
guerre civile dans le pays en proférant
des menaces et- publiant des écrits révo-
lutionnaires.

Heugeusement que les conseils donnés
par ces imprudents écrivains n’ont pas été
suivis et que la population s’est montrée
paisible et a fait preuve de beaucoup plus
d'intelligence que ceux qui lui donnaient
ces mauvais conseils. Il est regrettable
que ces faits soient arrivés, car, dans un
jeune pays comme le ndtre, habité par une
population d’origine et de croyance reli-
gieuse différentes, nous ne formerons
jamais une nation forte et puissante sans
que Pharmonie régne au milieu de nous.

.Pour moi, messieurs, je suis canadien-
frangais et je suis fier d’appartenir 2 cette
race, mais je respecte et je suis heureux
de travailler au progrés de mon pays avec
tout Canadien vraiment patriote quelque
soit son origine ou la croyance religieuse
qu'il professe.

Hon. Mr. CLEMOW-—TI highly appre-
ciate the privilege and honor of seconding
the resolutions in reply to the Speech so
ably and forcibly presented to you by the
hon. member from Lauzon, and only
regret my inability to discharge the
duty thus devolving upon me in a manner
which its importance demands and decid-
edly merits.
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Fortunately for me, though, my task on
the present occasion is greatly lessened
in consequence of the Speech itself being
so remarkably comprehensive in its terms,
the various clauses disclosing such
unmistakable assurances of the prosperity
and substantial progress of the country
as will readily commend them to the
favorable approval of hon. gentlemen
without any great effort on my part to
thatend. Allloyal and patriotic men will
rejoice at the suppression of the insur-
rection in the North-West Territories, and
will learn with intense feelings of satisfact-
ion that peace and order now prevail in
that far distant section of the Dominion.
It must be hkewise a source of gratification
to the hon. members of this House, and
to the people of this country that their
fellow subjects from every province, and
of every nationality and_creed, evinced a
patriotism and bravery worthy the past
history of the races from which they
spring, journeying at an inclement season
of the year, and with necessarily imperfect
means of communication, to a distant part
of the Dominion to lay down their lives if
required in the defence of law and order,
and to protect the firesides of their
brethren in the North-West.  Such brave
conduct establishes our character as a
people for all future time, and make it a
matter of pride for each and every. one
of us to declare that we are citizens of
Canada.

It is to be hoped that no similar occur-
rence will again blot the page of Canadian
history, and it must be universally con-
ceded that the Executive have acted
wisely in adopting precautionary measures
to secure to the people residing in the
North-West Territories, the peaceful en-
joyment of all their rights and privileges
as subjects of the Crown.

The practical completion ot that great
enterprise the Canadian Pacific Railway
is  a matter for the hearty congra-
tulations of the people generally of
this Dominion. This road, with its
various ramifications, must ultimately
prove of immense advantage in the devel-
opment of Manitoba and the Great North-
West, and otherwise must prove a source
of incalculable benefit to the commercial
prosperity of the whole country.

The construction of this gigantic
undertaking  has  been successfully

Hon. Mx. CLEMOW.

performed within a period of time unpar-
alleled in the history of all previous
railway undertakings in any country. It
seems quite evident that the British Em-
pire has been favorably impressed with
the importance of this great national
highway, and the people of this country
are rejoiced on hearing that Her Majesty
has been pleased to confer a marked
hoaor of distinction on the person of Sir
Geo. Stephen, in recognition of his ser-
vices as the leading promoter of that
enduring monument which will always
remain as an example of what energy and
determination can accomplish, when
directed by capable men with patriotic
motives.

It would be considered a source of
deep regret if the negotiations entered.
into between Her Majesty’s Government
and the United States, in reference to the
appointment of a joint commission to
adjust the fishery question, together with
the consideration of the best means for
the development of our international
commerce, should ultimately prove nug -
tory. Whilst the people of this Dominior
are anxious and always have signified their
desire that all differences between the
two countries should be discussed and
amicably arranged, still the vested rights
of every section of the country must be
zealously guarded; therefore when «all fair
and legitimate exertions have been ex-
hausted without favorable result, the
recourse to the extension of the marine
police, as suggested, is the only alternative
that can be resorted to for the protection
of our rights in the territory .within and
under our own special jurisdiction and
control.

The residents of the North-West Terri-
tories will hail with delight and satisfaction
the prospect of their enjoying at an
early day the benefits incidental to their
representation in Parliament on the basis as
lately determined from the census returns.
No act will meet with greater favor by a
public hitherto unrepresented, as by such
means alone are they placed in a position
to make known their peculiar’ wants and
requirements, and thus render their
position as a part of the Dominion every
way now satisfactory, and more in accord-
ance with the spirit of our institutions,

It must be considered highly satisfactory
that the estimated receipts of revenue of
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;ll’& g:Sth year have been fully realized, and
ordia gh the large and unforseen extra-
the da% expel?dlture in connection with
tories lh culty in the North-West Teyri-
ional has caused increased and except-
of the)tperxdx_tu‘re, nevertheless the people
H'lakie Dominion will loyally concur in
in tgg the necessary provision for recoup-
tragct ;'expenses thus unavoidably con-
‘md; t;ln the best interest of the country
Stancer € most urgent and trying circum-
. The several measures foreshadowed in
€ Speech other than those referred to
Cl):a:i are all of a practical and special
sut ter, and I have no doubt that
. consideration will be extended. by
this Crlrllembers on their introduction in
en amber as will ensure their, being
grossed as part of the future laws, of the
Country.
tOrltgave now to thank hon. gentlemen
atte € patient hearing of this my maiden
willmpt n addressing them, and trust tbey
h moverlook any defect or shortcoming
in y first effort at conveying my views
Teference to the subject now under
Consideration.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER—The House
May think it very strange that [ should
Ia"e the presumption to rise before the
eader of the Opposition. 1 do so pur-
gOS&ly- Tdoso in order to say what I
ave said before, that the leader of the
inPposmon in this House has not acted

a manner worthy of himself or his
Party during the last five sessions. I do
Tot belong to the party to which the hon.
gentleman belongs, but I think he should
?Ve acted differently in the parliament
Of a great country like this when public
affairs are not managed in conformity
with the views of the people.
m:’vnh regard to the speeches that have
ad den from the mover and seconder of the
c ress, I am sure that the House will
oncur with me that we are all much
gratified at the manner in which those
d°“; gentlemen have discharged their
Eutxes. I do not rise to consider His

Xcellency’s speech, because it is well
anown that the speech from the throne in
u:()lomgl parliament is generally a very
f meaning document. It embraces in
aCt as little as possible of the public
Questions of the day. It not unfrequently

dwells upon the great prosperity of the
country, arising from the indystry of the
people, and we have no objection to hon.
gentlemen taking credit for all that the
industry of the reople has produced.
This debate at the opening of every
session, appears to me to furMish a very
favorable occasion for taking a cursory
view of the acts and general administra-
tion of the party in power. And who are
the party in power? ‘I'he party in power
is the first minister, the Right Hon. Sir
John Macdonald. That is the party in
power, and he is a very wonderful man.
His counsels, and resolves, and determi--
nation guide the party—and he has had
in the past a large and powerful army at
his back to carry him into power and to
keep him in power. Some have lately
observed that the mistake he made in
life was in not entering the church; be-
cause they observed that he has done
much to raise the standards of honour and
truth in the councils of the country ! He
is regarded by them with great esteem.
He certainly would have been a very
fitting prelate for one of the great churches.
Talleyrand was a man very much of the
same type: but Talleyrand commenced
his career as a dignitary of his Church
before entering into the field of
diplomacy.

Now my purpose in rising to-day—
which 1 do with great humility, and with
great respect for the members of this
House—is to enquire whether the Gov--
ernment of this country has been prudently
and honestly administered. That is what
we as the representatives of the people
have to ascertain. 1 fear that I shall
have to dwell upon a very sad record.
There is staring us at this moment the-
sad incontrovertible evidence (which we
obtain from the blue books) of the prodi-

gal waste and recklessness of that colonial

statesman, It is not denied that he has.
brought up the controllable expenditure
of the country from $6,500,000 in 1878 to-
$13,000,000 in the brief period of seven
years. He has added further, as the
Ministerial organs all admit, $80,000,000-
to the public debt, while the Government
are extracting fronrthe pockets of our 10-
dustrious people a tariff ranging up to 25,
3oand 35 per cent., which is most turden=
some on all classes. 1 have felt It
myself to be burdensome. 1 could
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particularize the leading items, but
1 shall take another opportunity to do
so. While they have taken so large a
revenue from the country, we have, not-
-withstanding, a deficit of at least$ 3,000,000
—some sa§$5,ooo,ooo. This is the fiscal
managemelt of the leader of the present
party in power. Some will say that that
“deficit had been largely increased by the
North-West rebellion. I am not going to
waste the time of this House discussing
that. Whatever may be said or thought,
the people of this Dominion generally
hold the opinion that the insurrection at
Prince Albert arose from the wanton ne-
glect of the Department of the Interior.
‘The returns made to Parliament showing
Bishop Grandin’s representations respect-
ing the grievances of those 300 poor half-
breed families on the Saskatchewan place
the question beyond doubt. One of the
grievances of those poor people was the
Government sending surveyors through
the centre of their river lots, and disturb-
ing thus their possessions—which, every-
one knows, is a tender point with every
farmer—and thus fomenting a rebellion
that has cost us $5,000,000 and the loss
of a hundred of our young citizen soldiers ;
and 'in this connection, for the first time
under the Queen’s rule, the Indian tribes,
who ‘have always been faithful to the
Queen mother and her colonial subjects,
have shown disaffection and joined in the
outbreak, causing to all thoughtful minds
deep anxiety that they, in the future,
may give further trouble when suffering
from want. Many of them are without
religion, and have not very clear percep-
tions of the difference between mine and
thine. And if the greatest care is not
shewn by the Government in the manage-
ment and instruction of such Indian
tribes in the future, they may at any time
commit depredations which may lead to
bloodshed and such scenes as we had last
year.

As regarding the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way, I am sure that every man of intelli-
gence must acknowledge the great skill
and ability shown by Sir George Stephen,
Mr. Van Horne and the syndicate in the
construction of this soad. We must all
rejoice that Her Majesty has conferred
the honor of a baronetcy on Sir George
Stephen, to which he is fairly entitled for
the great financial skill which was re-

Hon. MrR. ALEXANDER.

quired to carry to completion such a
colossal enterprise. But as regarding
the policy of the Government in conceiv-
ing and advising the pushing of that work
through with such break-neck speed, a
very short time will show whether that
policy was wise or unwise. It is not only
with regard to the large expenditure of
$8¢,000,000, but it remains to be seen now
whether it can be run without very large
assistance from the country. We cannot
expect that these men who have built this
road with so much credit to themselves
and to the country, will throw away their
daily bread in running that road. It must
be run by the country : and what railway
man can possibly suppose that a railway
2,900 miles long, from Montreal to Port
Moody, with such a thin, sparse popula-
tion in the Red River country, and along
its line can find sufficient: traffic for its
maintenance. The annual deficit arising
may not come out of this Government. -
It may be possible that capitalists will
take stock in the road and go without in-
terest on their money for a given time ;
but it is contrary to all experience that
that road can be run for a length of time
without loss. It is not only the ordinary
running expenditure, but large amounts
will be required for sidings, snow galleries,
transfer arrangements, new plant and
stock, and endless other wants, such as
casuaities. T am utterly. surprised that
this Parliament has allowed itself to be
carried away thus : surrendering its judg-
ment to a party leader. He knows the
drawbacks of that northern latitude, and
that our North-West will have to compete
with the better latitude and climate of
Colorado, Kansas, and other such States.
He knows how much European immigra-
tion has of later years diminished ; and
he knows that the share that we are likely
to receive must be comparatively limited ;
and when you connect with that the un-
fortuuate consequences of the rebellion
which took place, I do not think we can
look for the masses of population antici-
pated. I am surprised that Parliament
should have surrendered its own judgment
in regard to so large a public enterprise ;
and I apprehend that the country will be
most deeply incensed when it comes to
pay the penalty of such recklessness.
The position of our affairs now with the
present high tariff, and large deficit, be-
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i;nfr to appear alarming to the merchants
a oronto and other places, and there is
: ]gi?lwmg feeling that if Sir John remains
Creat le longer in power, he will go on in-
suChSlélg the public burdens and create
miat 1scontent from one end of the Do-
Conlf?n to the other, that it may break up
mitnhqderatlon. We are all willing to ad-
.- IS great astuteness and his large par-

" uaénentary experience, but his better
Judgment and principle are gone, and the
. :;hament of the country will be directly
it t;‘lgea.ble with entire remissness of duty
€y permit him to go on longer in his
£’§Sent reckless ways. Then again, what
mmelancholy evidence of perverted judg-
Went and unreliability as a political leader
¢ have in the unconstitutional course he
Pursued with regard to the Boundary and
mlCense questions. Could anything be
istore unstatesmanlike than the First Min-
e of a country like this bringing, by
1S own foulish acts, a collision between
¢ Central and Local Governments?
rould anything be more calculated to
be 2k up Confederation? Could there
P stronger evidence of a man’s mind be-
thg ]gﬁ' the hinge? And we may be
to: ful that we have the Privy Council
tionppeal to. That a very large propor-
bes of the increased expenditure has
Shon for partizan purposes has been
m Wn by the speeches of members at
eetings held lately in the country.

. Is kt_lown that excessive amounts have
€n given to large contractors so that
0Se contractors might be able to contri-
Ute to the return of government candi-
ates at a general election. Could there
ema greater public scandal than the Gov-
sucment throwing away public money for
sum Purposes. Itis well known that large
ties SfOf money have been given to Jocali-
wh Or'works. of doubtful requirement
ere disaffection to the-Goverment ap-
&eared In order to soften down such feel-
th% Is that an honest expenditure of
an geoples money ? Then again we had
ead mnibus Railway Bill brought in to
enter the people of different districts to
. upon railways when there could not

, essuﬂ‘icxe:nt traffic. But the worst of all
me Tevelations, bearing evidence of
isc*l?ntable depravity, were actual facts
an d:sed by Parliamentary returns of coal,
smal] and timber limits, being given for
Nominal sums to partizan followers

who have rendered mere partizan services;
I believe it is admitted that one party real-
ized by selling such a timber limit, $80,000
cleargain. Could there be greater dep-
ravityin public life? I am surprised that the
whole country does not risc as one man to
stop such practices. Now, the question
arises, what are we to do with this colonial
statesman? He has formerly rendered
services to the country. And that
deserves consideration. 'We have no
desire to think or act rashly with an old
public servant, who in former times
served the country. We are disposed to
sympathize with his failings but we should
not allow him to go on to destroy the
country. I will throw out a suggestion
that the Imperial Government should con-
sider the propriety of transferring our Con-
servative chieftain to the vice royalty of
Ireland. I think that he would solve a
a great many difficulties which Mr. Glad-
stone has to deal with. I do not believe
Mr. Gladstone can deal with them ; and I
believe if he were transferred there he has
certain qualifications (which I shall not
name) for that peculiar position. When
he landed at New York he expressed his
strong admiration for Parnell as a states-
man. It was a most extraordinary speech
for one of the Queen’s subjects to make.
We all know the views of the Queen ; we
all know the views ot the great body of
the people of England. Everyone desires
to see Ireland get all the liberty that could
be safely given her. But we did not ex-
pect our First Minister to express such
ardent admiration for Mr. Parnell. Nine-
tenths of the people of England of all
classes dread giving Ireland her cwn Par-
liament. They have the kindest feeingi
towards Ireland ; but they dread the evil
resuits that would flow from their acques-
ience in such a conception..

I only now in conclusion desire to ob-
serve that the Government, session after
session, neglect to deal with those
breaches of trust which have brought three
or four of our banks to insolvency. It is
known that such banks were wrecked by
men of high position. Our laws are
stringently framed to deal with the poor
criminal, but not framed to deal with the

ctiminal of high social position. ‘Wehave

found the Exchange Bank wrecked, and
we have segn other banks wrecked ; and
we see every day men wearing the mantle
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of religion, even holding the position of
president of bible sccieties and other
kindred institutions, guilty of the most
criminal acts—ruin the families of widows
and orphans without heart or feeling—
caring not what misery and suffering they
may cause so long as they can continue to
live in their mansions and drive in their
carriages, and so long as the law cannot
touch them, so long as a detective cannot
'tap them on the shoulder, because,
perhaps, the books of the bank have been
burnt. We all remember the history
which cropped up last session of the sew-
age being allowed to run on the books, so
that the fact could not be proved that such
men of high position have not paid their
debts.

Hon. MRr. OGILVIE—I rise to a
question of order.

Tre SPEAKER—Will the hon. gen-
tlemen state the point of order ?

Hon. Mr. OGILVIE—The hon. gen-
tleman from Woodstock has just spoken
of the Exchange Bank being wrecked, and
stated that the directors were likely to
have burned the books of the bank, that
they have robbed widows and orphans in
order that they may ride about in their
carriages. 1 do not know whether it is
parliamentary or not to characterize such
a statement in strong terms—but every
word of it is as false as hell.  Every gen-
tleman here knows as well as I do that
the directors of that bank always had their
carriages till the bank was wrecked, anp
- that through its failure we lost them.
Many of us lost the whole of our obroperty
through it. The man who wrecked the
bank is a fugitive from justice in the
United States. The directors of that
bank are as honest as any man in this
House. We were - all sufferer¢: I think
I was the worst. We were all but totally
ruined. One of my confreres, Mr. Green,
who was worth three-quarters of a million
before the failure of the bank, is not
worth a quarter of a million to-day. It is
too bad for anyone who pretends to be a
gentleman to stand up and utter such
falsehoods before the House.  'When he
is prepared to make such statements
about us, can you believe his statements
about the Government ? When he attacks

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER.

the characters of private individuals, do
you think he would hesitate to slander
the Government? Such assertions as he
been making are disgraceful to the Senate,
and I know that he would not be allowed

to utter such unwarranted assertions in

any other deliberative body. The leader
of the Government ought to be in a posi-
tion to stop him, and I suppose would

have done so if he weré not more amused

than hurt by the hon. member’s utter-

ances. When I heard the hon. member
utter such gross slanders upon men who
so little merited such treatment, I thought

possibly there might be some here yho
might attach some credence to the
statements. I can show a letter from the
liquidators ot the Exchange Bank, in

which they state that after having care -
fully examined the books in their hands
for three years, they were able to say, as

the result of a close investigation, that

they could not find that the directors

were to blame in any respect. Ihope the
House will pardon me for having used

strong language in characterizing the
statements of the hon. member, but I felt

so galled by the slander that I could bear
it no longer. :

Tre SPEAKER—The hon. gentleman
has not stated the point of order.

HoN. MrR. ALEXANDER—I am ex-
ceedingly sorry that my hon. friend, for
whom I have the greatest respect, should
suppose that any part of my remarks ap-
plied to the Exchange Bank. I named
that bank as one which had failed, but:
everyone in the House knows that the
latter part of my remarks related to the:
Bank of Upper Canada. Last Session,.
as hon. members will recollect, the Minis-
ter of the Interior admitted that the books.
had been burnéd, and an admission was.
also made that others had been injured by
sewage. I am sorry that the hon. mem-
ber thought my remarks applied to the
Exchange Bank, when, as a matter of fact,,
they referred altogether to the Bank of
Upper Canada. I regretted the failure of
the Exchange Bank, and I know that my
hon. friend who has just spoken suffered
very deeply from its failure.

Hon. MRr. OGILVIE—I do not want
any sympathy from you.
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¢ Hon, MRr. SCOTT—The mover of
€se resolutions is not new to public life,
aving had a seat in the other branch of
arliament for many jears, and it was
erefore to be expected of him that in

: dressing the House he would do so in
. € excellent style which he exhibited and
€ very moderate language which he
;_‘ged In supporting the address. My
Oeﬂd and colleague from the city of
Uawa, who seconded the resolutions,
%POloglzed for his inexperience. I think
it Wl?s not necessary, because the speech
vise —though I do not concur in the
€Ws he expressed—was delivered in
very clear and forcible language. While
;ﬁ)’ hon. friend has not been long in
fe Sengte, he has had large experience

Of public affairs, Knowing the qualities
€ Possesses, I was surprised to find that
1€ supported every part of the policy that

» € Government have introduced before
€ Country. I suppose it is incidental to
Public life in Canada that individual
Opinion s largely ignored by those sup-
{;?rtmg an administration. I am glad to
Ink that in other countries where repre-
Sentative institutions prevail men do not
18“'@ such unswerving support to party
.aders, It seems to be the idea in
hada that a man must endorse without
‘Question every act of his party. I have
Doticed, as I have no doubt other hon.
Bentlemen have, that whether supporting
the administration of Lord Salisbury or
Of Mr, Gladstone, a very considerable
Number of members in both Houses in
Ngland have thought proper on various
Occasions to express opinions differing
Tom those of their leaders, and society
Acquiesced in the propriety of their inde-
+Pendent conduct on such occasions. I
Should be glad if our public men in this
country would follow in their footsteps.
think a very much better condition of
Igs would prevail if hon. gentlemen
Were free to differ occasionally from the
Overnment that they are supporting on

€ various questions which are from time
time presented for their consideration.
__LComing now to the Speech, the first
Paragraph of th. ddress asks us to join
0 congratulating the country on the
Sufficient harvest of last year, and on the
Prosperity and substantial progress of the
¢0untry.”

Compliment to this country, that we are

Now, that is a very doubtful,

able to produce sufficient for our own
consumption. It has been the pride of
the people of Canada that ours is one of
the food-producing countries of the
world—that we grew not merely sufficient
for our own consumption, but that one of
the great sources of our wealth was the
export of food supplies to countries that
were more thickly populated and not so
fortunately placed as Canada. The term
“sufficient harvest” seems to me to ques-
tion whether the last harvest was up to
the general average. The ordinary term
that we find employed in the speech from
the throne is “bountiful harvest,” but it
seems the opinion of His Excellency’s
advisers that the harvest of last year was
not bountiful. It is to be regretted, no
doubt, that the exports of this country
have fallen off in the last year or two.
One of our chief sources of export has
been the products of the farm, and if I
remember distinctly the speeches made in
this Chamber a few years ago we were
told that under the policy with which
Canada is now supposed to be blessed we
would have a home market and our far-
mers would have high prices for their
products irrespective of the markié#s out-
side. The experience of the last two orthree
years must have removed from all minds
the delusion that by an act of parliament
we can affect the immutable laws of sup-
ply and demand—that by any policy
which we may adopt in this country we
can give a fictitious value to the products
of Canada. Hon. gentlemen ridiculed
very much the expression of Sir Richard
Cartwright that we were as powerless
to affect the laws of supply and demand
as a fly on a wheel is to control the move-
ments of the wheel; but have we not
here convincing evidence that Sir Richard
Cartwright was perfectly right in the
figure which he used in describing the
measure which was then introduced? It
was misleading the people to represent to
them that by legislation or any other
means an artificial price could be given
for the products of the farm. At the
present time Canada is enjoying a fair
degree of prosperity, but it is not due in
any sense to the policy of the Govern-
ment. The chief product at the present
moment which is giving, us prosperity is
lumber. The exports of the farm and of
the fisheries have somewhat diminished



14

The [SENATE] Address.

but the export of the forest has kept
up, and that export is entirely indepen-
dent of our legislation. It has largely
aided in preserving the prosperity of
Canada during the times of depression
which have visited this in common with
other countries, With that trade, for-
tunately, the Parliament of Canada have
nothing to do. They might possibly, if it
had been under their control, have crippled
it also. Any regulations affecting it belong
exclusively to the Provincial Legislature,
and therefore for that portion of the pros-
" perity of this country we can claim no
special credit.

In the next paragraph of the Speech
we are reminded that peace and order
have been restored, and now prevail in
the North-West Territories. Yet not-
withstanding that assurance, we are told
that precautiongry arrangements are yet
necessary in order to ensure protection
and a greater feeling of satisfaction
amongst the people. What does that
mean? Is it true that we are going to
send a few more battalions up to the
North-West that this flying column
that the newspapers have discussed is to
be serf®hrough that country from one end
to the other in order to terrify the In-
dians? It is supposed, now that the
Half-breed claims are settled, that they
are no longer disposed to press further
grievances at Ottawa. The flying column,
therefore, it is to be assumed, is to intimi-
date the Indians. My advice to the Gov-
ernment would be, that instead of spend-
ing a large sum of money in trying to
frighten the Indians, it would be much
safer to take better care of those wards of
the Dominion, and to see that they are
properly provided for, and treated more
generously as to the supply of provisions;
that the agents and the contractors who
have to do with their well-being in that
country, are men of greater honesty than
the public press and the residents in that
country say in the past they have been,
The dissatisfaction ot the Indian is, no
doubt, due entirely to his treatment by
the white man. Let any of us contrast
the relations of the white man and the
Indian in the past two hundred years up
to_ within ten years, and what does it
show? For two hundred years, up
to a very recent period, peace and
happiness prevailed in the North-West.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.

The Hudson Bay Company’s employes
were able to go-from" one end of the
country to the other without being in the
smallest degree alarmed at the savages;
missionaries travelled all through that
country, and were warmly received, even
by those of the Indians who were not
Christianized.  Property was safe, the
Hudson Bay Company’s stores were never
attacked, and private property was res-
pected amongst the savages. Yet in
recent years, owing to the unhappy inter-
course with the white man, this position
of affairs has completely changed. I say it
is rather a reflestion on our boasted civil-
ization that our intercourse with the
savage has led him to place less con-
fidence in, and hold in lower estimation,
his white brother than in former years.
This is due largely to causes that in my
judgment were avoidable. The pecple
who have been sent up into that country
the last ten or fifteen years-—more par-
ticularly during the last seven or eight

Indians have had but one motive, to make
money, no matter whether out of the
poor Indian, or some other source. To
become snddenly rich was the moving
impulse with those employes of the
Government. If we are to believe the
evidence of ministers, priests, bishops and
laymen, the conduct of the Government
agents and the Government authorities
was most reprehensible. We are excessive-
ly careful in compelling the young men
we employ in the offices at Ottawa to pass
a special examination—to graduate, so to
speak, in morality ; yet of the class of
men we have sent up into the North-West
to look after the interest of the poor

lowest impulse to treat the poor savage
as if he were a brute. And what has
been the resnlt? It has changed the
character of the entire Indian population.
It is through our maladministration in that
countrythat the Indian is to-day what he is.
I am quite aware that it is a most difficult
problem, but still it is not so absolutely
impossible to obtain honest, faithful ser-
vants, that any Government is justified in
appointing a class of agents such as, to a
large extent, were sent among the Indians.
More liberal treatment, in my judgment,
ypwould be the best policy to pursue to-
wards the savage. The sending of troops

Indian, some have gone there with the |

years—to look after the interests of the
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1nto that country will involve a large ex-
pe“d‘t“fe,' and if ‘that money were
*I‘-xl{t;nded In additionsl provisions for the
,I?hma“% it would have a better effect.
€ sending of a body of troops into that
country can have no lasting benefit. The
€Xisting evils can only be alleviated by a
s raerent course of treatment, and I think
%t is.the duty of every man who prides
Imself in being a Canadian to see that
those unfortunate wards of ours are
ted in a more Christianlike, and a
gl‘Ore humane manner in the future than
they have been in the past. It is notor-
10Us that large bands of Indians have
n during the last two years absolutely
VSta.rvmg to death. The accounts that
ave come from different quarters are too
well authenticated to be doubted, and
erefore it is of the highest importance
that the attention of the Government
should be called to it, and that a more
“geOI'Olls effort should be madé to see that
money appropriated by liament
§°§' the support of the Indians Eﬁfmld be
“airly and honestly distributed.
. ,Ooming down to the paragraph of the
address relating to the Canadian Pacific
ilway, I can cordinally acquisece in
gnd endorsq all that has been said, both
Y the .mover and seconder of the reso-
Utlon, in reference to that great enterprise.
of tehpeop!e of Canada in 1882 approved
in € policy of the Government in build-
hil that road by a body of gentlemen
b d:i:n as the syndicate, and the road
ther g been given over practically to
toeg’é of course very large latitude was
sh Permitted as to whether the road
ould be finished in 1886, or at any later
genod, Speaking now for myself, and
Ot as the representative of any body of
ixtentlemen either in this House or out of
'w,isii had always very grave doubt of the
'l‘oadom of forcing the building of that
Pac.ﬁt‘}:‘mllgh as an all-rail route to the
it 1C at so early a period, believing that
evvguld be very much better that the
av Opment of the North-West should
in € fproceeded pare passu with the build-
lit§ e0 the road, :imd believing that very
the PWa_s to-be gained by its extension to
at a::g,c i(t)lasti. I am free to conf}e‘:ss
. (INg the last year my'views on that
question have been very much ‘modified
Ct very largely altered. It is one

of the singular features of the building of

a railway in any new country, that it is
sure to develop sources of traffic that even
the most far-seeing could not have con-
jectured. It must be a cause of great
gratification to every Canadian that that
road is now on a fair paying basis. The
price at which its stock has been held in
the market, having gone up some 40 per
cent. in the past few months, is the best
testimony of the opinion of the moneyed
men of the wo¥ld as to the solidity of the
Canadian Pacific Railway as a paying en-
terprise ; and it must be a feeling of relief
to the people of Canada that they are not
to be burdened with any expense in con-
nection with the keeping up of the road,
as was a few years ago anticipated. We
know that even Sir Charles Tupper him-
self, who was always sanguine as to the
ultimate success of the Canadian Pacific
Railway, and those who thought with him,
believed that after the road was con-
structed it would require something in
addition to its own earnings to keep it
running from ocean to ocean. Happily
the results of the last few months have
removed any doubt as to the enterprise
being able to take care of itself.
The amount of traffic that has come over .
the road has been in a large measure un-
expected. The fair promises of the peo-
ple of England, which, I have no doubt,
will be carried out, making it to some ex-
tent a highway between England, and
China and Japan, will give it great sup-
port and assistance, and, perhaps another
great and important $ource of profit
which has been discussed in the press, is
the circumstance that it is likely to be a
powerful competitor of some of the Amer-
ican railways. It is a matter very well
known to those who have taken an inter-
est in the subject that the traffic from San
Francisco is carried to the east by the
Southern Pacific Railway, and that the
relative distince over the Canadian Pacific
Railway is vastly in favor of our r¢ad, and
we see by the public press that it is
already discussed in° San Francisco that
in the coming summer the Canadian
Pacific Railway is likely to bid for a very
considerable share of the through traffi¢
from California to New York and thé
Eastern States. Therefore, I think that
it is fairly a subject that we can all cheer-
fully congratulate the country ‘upon,. that
this road is to be a paying road—one that
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can take cate of itself.  If it be a paying
road, of course it will be very much better
kept up than if it were not, and it will be
a firstclass road ffom the fact that it will
be a profitable one.

The next question that the address
deals with is that connected with the fish-
eries. The way in which the clause is
framed would lead one to believe that
some negotiations are at the present mo-
ment being carried on between the Gov-
emments at Ottawa and Washington
through Great Britain for the continuance

of the Washington Treaty clauses with
" reference to the fisheries. Those who
have read the proceedings of Congress
must-be satisfied that very little attention
indeed is given to the too-late appeal
made by the Canadian Government, or
the Imperial Government for Canada, for
the continuance of the treaty. The Gov-
ernment, during the years’83 and ’84 were
repeatedly reminded that that treaty was
about to expire; that it was in the inter-
ests of the people of Canada as well as of
the United States, since it was a source
of envy and bitter feeling between the
two countries, that overtures and negotia-
tions should have been commenced for a
continuance of that treaty. However it
was allowed, like a great many other im-
portant questions, to drift, and it was
only at the eleventh hour, even after the
eleventh hour, that the question was
really vigorously taken up. Then Con-
gress had risen, and under the law of the
United States the president of the power
that was to deal with the subject could do
nothing except receive the favors that
were tendered to him by the government
of Canada. The government of Canada,
in the most generous spirit, said, “ We do
not desire to annul the treaty; we hope
it will continue, and as a proof of our
sincerity we will allow matters to go on as
they are until Congress meets.” What
was the effect 7 Congress saw that Canada
had opened her three mile limit to the
fishermen of the United States and that
no attempt was made by us to enforce the
laws of this country. We on the other
hand asked that they on their side should
allow the treaty to continue for the six
months; but the President of the United
States met our government with a distinct
refusal. He had no power to continue
the arrangement, and the consequence

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.

has been that it has been a one-sided
treaty for the latter half of the year 1885,
we paying the duty on fish going into the
United States, and the American fisher-
men enjoying all the privileges that they
have had in our waters during the past
ten years. Now we are told that the
Government will probably ask Parliament
for a vote to raise a sort of police navy to
protect our fisheries. I think it is ex-
tremely unfortunate, that if the treaty was
to terminate, it was not terminated on one
side as well as on the other; that this
left-handed arrangement by which we are
compelled to pay duty on fish going into
the United States, while we give American
fishermen all the privileges they have en-
joyed under the treaty, has proved to be a
mistake. They assume probably that
Canada is notdisposed to quarrelwith them
over thisquestionof the defenceof thethree
miles limit. We allknowthat it is a subject
fraught with a great deal of trouble ; that
regulatiogs of that kind are very difficult
to enforce, and with the facilities that
American fishermen have for reaching our
bays in our fishing sections, they will con-
stantly be encroaching upon our limit,
leading no doubt to a constant irritation,
an irritation that will not be, favored by
the people in England. The British
Government will not care to be drawn
into these quarrels. They have shown in
the past that they are somewhat averse to
being drawn into difficulties of that kind
with reference to small commercial
treaties.

A measure to give to the people of the
North-West representation in Parliament
is promised, I am very glad that the
Government have even at this late period
determined to give the people of that
vast territory representation in Parliament.
It has been rather a novel feature in the
past that so large a body of British sub-
jects should be governed in the manner
they have been by orders in council, and
I may say by departmental decrees. Had
we had representatives in the North-West
during the last two or three years in Par-
liament, possibly the serious trouble and
the consequent loss of lile and money
might have been averted. It is one of
the evidcrces at all events that the gov-
ernment recognize that the people should
have their representatives in the parlia-
ment of Canada, because, as 1 said be
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fore, it is not recognized under our system| HonN. Mr. SCOTT—My hon. friend

:ei::ap?wle shall be taxed without repre-
mor tion. -t led to troubles of a much
© serious character over one hundred
Ziears 480 in the old colonies, on the other
€ ot the line, taxing people without
an(gr consent, v:rithout. being consultqd,
w1thqut their having an opportunity
Of expressing their opinions as to the right
Ot such taxation,

Several measures--some of them no
u:“btl of some importance—are promised
mak t Is not my purpose just now to
the €any special reference to them. When
thg are presented for our cqnsxderatlon
ment:.wnll be ample opportunity tor com-

Ing on their details.

esti € are told, however, that though the
timate of the receipts of the revenue
c;"e_ been realized, yet there will be a
N ?sxderable deficit, and that it is charge-
N € to the expenses connected with the
2 orth-West troubles. Of course in the
r ence of the figures we are unable to say
eveat the receipts have been. It is, how-
a a:’ apparent that our expenditure, wholly
sgast from the abnormal .outlay of last
in On, has been one that has been grow-
thg In a very much greater degree than
in Prosperity of this country or its increase
Ouf‘i)pulatlon at all warranted. In 1878
nej l:’Corne and expenditure were in the
ghborhood of §2 5,00,000. Inthe year
incre Presume the figures will have been
thereashed by nearly $10,000,000. I say
in the has been_nothmg whatever, either
velo Increase in population or the de-
enorlx):]em'()f the country, to warrant the
acountous Increase in the expenditure in
and ,tr){cor_nposed of 5,000,000 0f people ;
Shoulzl bls time at all events that a halt
should be made, and that the expendltures
peop] e placed on such a basis that the
Ple, without being unduly taxed, will
2 :f;«;ibled to contribute to the revenue
ﬁgure,ounF at all events not to reach that
was i Sir Leonard Tilley’s plea in 1878
figure at we ought to remain at _the

e ho of $25,000,000 for some time.
s tatemen. gentleman opposite who heardthe

 wrre nt shakes his head, intimating that I
tain] ng. Imaybe mistaken, but I certain-
Y am under the impression that Sir Leo-

nar H
dTme)’ madesome such announcement.

%ﬁfgg‘;_ Mk, POWER—It was $22-

2

says that it was $22,000,000. 1t is likely
to have been less rather than more, be-
cause at the time he came in I remember
hon. gentlemen opposite found very great
fault with the extravagance of the then
existing government, which had run the
expenditure up to $25,000,000 ; and, no
doubt speaking for his party, the Finance
Minister would have given expression to
some such opinion as that—that we were
running wild in those days because we
had allowed the expenditure to reach that
figure. However that figure is now ex-
ceeded, as I said before, by nearly
$10,000,000, a sum altogether too large,
and unless the volume of our import and
export trade is kept up in some way that
I do not at this moment see how, it will
be extremely difficult, without imposing
more taxes, to bring the revenue up to
meet the expenditure. It is quite proba-
ble that the Finance Minister is at this.
moment conjuring his brains to see where
he is to get it. It is said that he is to
make a good deal out of tea and coffee.
If he proposes it, I should hope that he
will not do as some gentlemen of that
same party have done in former years—
take the public into his confidence and
allow the importations to be made on so
large a scale that the revenue, at all events
for a year or two, will be considerably

defrauded by anticipating the, fiscal
policy of the Government. I, of course,
do not propose to suggest any

amendment to the Address, and there
are some other subjects probably that
might have been adverted to, one the
burning question which has excited a food
deal of attention ; but I think it would be
very much better that on an occasion of
this kind, in discussing the answer to the
Speech from the Throne, a subject of that
kind should not be introduced. It is one
that will stand on its own merits, and
I have no doubt before the end of the
session will be pretty fully discussed ;
therefore, it is better that we should not
introduce it on the present occasion.

Hon. Sik ALEX. CAMPBELL—T1t is
a pleasure on all occasions to reply to. my
hon. friend’s criticisms. I am glad to
notice that he finds some references In
the Speech in.which he can cordially
concur : those about the Pacific Railway
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and others. I think, however, he is incor-
rect in the proposition in which he com-
plained of the want of independent opin-
ion in this country—I presume he meant
amongst members of Parliament—which
he contrasted unfavorably with the inde-
pendence of members in Great Britain,
It seemed to me that the remark was not
very apropos, in view of the position of
affairs in this country. Within the last
few months there has been an exceedingly
widespread—in one province at all events
—sexpression of independent opinion. Had
he borne that in mind, he would hardly
have complained of the want of inde-
pendent feeling, or of the want of inde-
pendent expression of it in this country; but,
I think, with reference to all the provinces,
and to members of Parliament generally,
there is a very adequate expression of in-
dependent opinion. Government and
Opposition are so affected by what they
learn to be the feeling of those who sup-
port them that it guides, so to speak, the
course of both. I do not think our pub-
lic men contrast unfavorably with those of
England—with those whom my hon.
friend quotes as having taken an inde-
pendant stand in regard to certain public
matters in Great Britain.

Neither is the hon. gentleman’s criti-
cism correct, I venture to think, with re-
gard to the Indians. He thinks that the
discontent of the Indians is due to their
intercourse with white men. In one
sense this may be the case, but
not because of their treatment at the
hands of the Government, and the agents
of the Government. I fancy that the dis-
content of - the Indians has arisen not from
ill-treatment by the Government or agents
of the Government, but from other causes,
and particularly from the extinction of the
buffalo. Nothing appeals to a man’s fecl-
ings, or arouses his discontent more than
a want of food. In the years gone by
when ,the Indians referred to by my
hon. friend as being contented and
peaceable under the good and wise rule
of the Hudson Bay Company, a differ-
ent condition of affairs existed. The
Hudson Bay Company are entitled to
infinite credit for their management
of and system of dealing with the
Indians in that country, and I have fre-
quently taken occasion from myplacein this
- House to pay my humble tribute to them

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL.

in that respect; but neither they nor any
other power controlling the Indians could
have provided against what has happened in
the North-West in the -last few years, as
the result of opening up that country to
settlement. When the immense supply of
buffalo was cut off, there was a good deal
of want and starvation amongst the In-
dians which naturally produced discontent.
No matter how well they were treated by
the agents of the Government ; and no mat-
ter whether they were or were not subject
toill-treatment by white men, it was im-
possible to maintain content if they wete
on the verge of starvation. Now, with
reference to their present position, since
the supply of buffalo has failed, the Gov-
ernment have taken every means, I think,
which reason would dictate, or which the
finances of the counury could afford, to
supply the wants of the Indians and to
keep them from starvation. Great pains
has been taken, great care has been exercis-
ed, and large sums of money have been ex-
pended for the purpose ; and I believe I
am safe in saying that there has not been
any starvation amongst the Indians, not-
withstanding the statement which has been
made to-day. It has been made again.
and again ; we have heard it within the
last five or six weeks, and the Govern-
ment were so startled by the news that
special pains were taken to find out
whether the statement was accurate or not.
Men connected with the service of the
Government in the North-West, on whom
we could thoroughly depend, were sent
amongst the various tribes to ascertain
whether the statements were correct, and
returns reached us by letter and by tele-
gram that they were not. Of course,
Indians do not live as white men do,
and when an agent says there is no
starvation among them, he means literally
that their wants are reasonably supplied,
having reference to their mode of living,
That is the return that was sent us by the
various Indian agents employed during
the last two months, The incident I speak
of occurred a couple of months ago, during
Sir John Macdonald’s absence in England.
The agents employed were reliable men in
every way. I could readily mention the
names ; and I am sure if they were known
to hon. gentlemen they would increase
the impression which I desire to create by
quoting their reports to the effect that
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there ot
€ was no
Indiang, starvation amongst the

. HoN. Mr. SCOTT—The statement
S made by a member of the North-West

ouncil in the presence of the Lieutenant
Overnor,

no}éwi,s"-‘ Arex. CAMPBELL—I have
'teacl?‘:jt 1t was, but similiar statements
prim €c us from other sources entitled
com @ facie to great credit : and when we
ageni t0 enquire into them by our own
X ds we found that they were not true.
o oubt the Indian has suffered since the
in ttE’Peamnce of the buffalo, but still not
men € way or to the extent the hon. gentle-
1 apparently would desire the house to

n :]eve._ The treaties which have been
de with the Indians, and which have
“sir:;n faithfullyand accurately observed ever
i eg. show that the Indians have been sup-
o with what was thought by them and
S essential to keep them above and
‘«yond want, I think the efforts of the
czernment in that respect have not only
som:eded_ but that we are entitled to
const credit for having so earnestly and
by antly persisted in them. No doubt
Metimes the Government are deceived
r agents, and some maladministration
note; Place which the Government does
€ar of at the time: but we rapidly
only :Ome aware of it. There are not
agﬂncigems’ but there are inspectors of
whe th:s hWho go round and report
and th T the agentsjare doing their duty:
there €se men see the chiefs and find if
mada are any complaints. Eveuy effort is
the cgommeqsurate with the resources of
and s ;m‘:ry to prevent starvation want
}‘11, erng amongst the Indians: and
Pl’ev:,nlt!“k we have succeeded ) _in
and th altng these  great calamities
the pug %llpart from the disappearance of
want, % 0 they are not suffering from
iscont ut therg are other sources of
away f;3l’kt—~for Instance, being kept
to do om the chase and having nothing
out o hen, again, (it has turned
Characaon some occasions, that the
given thr of the food which has been
sire 1o ﬁm 1S not suph as they like or de-
und g t%ve. For instance, it has bqen
fresh beet cult to supply the Indians with
- It was attempted to remedy that

su

¥ Supplying them with good pork and ex-

cellent bacon, They admitted it was
good of its kind, but they disliked the
kind. I do not think we are remiss
i respect to our treatment of the
Indians. I was glad to hear my hon.
friend say that he thought Canada was
enjoying a fair degree of prosperity. I-
think it is too, but my hon. friend runs away
with theories which he can never avoid
discussing when prosperity is mentioned
as to whether it is due to the policy of
the Government or to some other cause
more deep and more at the basis of
national prosperity. The Government has
not, in this speech, taken any credit forit.
I have invariably, I think, declined, or
tried to decline, discussing these questions
with my hon. friend ; but I think he will
agree that we are quite right in trying.to
enjoy the prosperity and take it from what-
ever source it may come. I think myself—
if I may be allowed to have an opinior: on
the subject—that it is partly owing to the
Protective Policy, as well as to the deeper
causes, to which my hon. friend alludes.
My hon. friend finds fault with us for the de-
layswith regard to the Fisheryquestion,and
blames us for not having stopped the Treaty
rights abruptly in July last. What good
could have resulted from that, supposing
we had stopped the Americans from com-
ing within our limits last July ? -It would
only have increased ill-feeling amongst
the people of the United States. Con-
gress was not sitting, and it seems to me
nothing could have been more likely to
bring about disagreement with the United
States than by taking the course which
the hon. gentleman suggested. We said,
although the Treaty ended in July, yet .
we will allow fishing to go on until the
end of the season, with the under-
standing that the President of the
United States will, when Congress meets,
try to bring about the appointment of a
commission to settle not only the Fish-
eries, but also all trade questions between
the two countries on some liberal basis.
What the hon. gentleman suggested we
should have done, would have prevented
any return to the relations which have
been so happy and useful between the
two countries. If we had taken the step
which he suggests, we would have been
obliged to send cruisers to those waters.
and stop the fishing within the three
miles limit, and we might have
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taken possession of some of their ves-
sels and brought them before the tri-
bunals for the purpose of having them
declared forfeited.  These proceedings
would have excited exceedingly bad feel-
ing, and there would have been no possi-
bility afterwards of obtaining a return to our
old relations ; but the course which we
did take afforded us an opportunity for
negotiations. We found perfectly friendly
and good feeling on the part of those in
power at Washington—even an active
disposition to join us in trying to get our
trade r1elations reconsidered by the only
power that could effect anything—that is
Congress. The President could not make
a treaty with us about the fisheries: he
could do nothing but what he said he
would do and has since done, namely:
recommend it to the favorable considera-
tion of Congress. That was a valuable
point to obtain, and it at all events
brought the subject up in such a way
as to give fair-minded men in
the United States, who desire to
have trade relations with us, an oppor-
tunity to discuss the subject ; and it ren-
ders it possible and even probable that
these trade relations will be resumed. We
should have heard nothing of all that if
we bhad taken the course the hon. gentle-
man suggests. It is now apparently only
those who have ownership in ves-
sels and are absolutely engaged in the
fishing that desire to prevent the renewal
of the treaty. The men who are more
or less concerned in the fishing trade in
Boston and elsewhere, and the general
public along the border and up towards the
west, are all interested, and have endea-
vored to make their feelings known with
reference to the advantage to the United
States of renewing these relations.  Gen-
tlemen have passed backward and forward
between Washington and here who have
been and are still taking a very active part
in endeavoring to bring about a renewal
of those relations. It seems to me to be
a sensible way of dealing with the
difficulty and ot reviving the relations
which have been so valuableto us. That
is the course the Government have pur-
sued, and I think it was the true policy
to adopt and the policy most likely to
prove successful. My hon. friend passes
over some of the other paragraphs of the
speech and tells us that he will be glad

How. Sir. ALEX. CAMPBELL.

to congider the various measures promised
in the speech from the Throne. Some of
those measures were brought before the-
House this last Session. Two of them
particularly were introduced and adopted
in this House ; and, therefore, they are
Zeing introduced this year in the other
ranch of Parliament. I hope and believe
that the result of the Session will be
advantageous to the country, and that the
legislation to be adopted will be such as
to commend itself to the favourable con-
sideration of this House. I desire, before-
1 resume my seat, to say one word in
support of the ordinary usages of Parlia-
ment. ‘There are certain customs which
are binding upon ail reasonable men, and
which gentlemen submit to as a matter of
course, because they feel that in so doing
they are only acting in conformity with the
general feeling of those surrounding them..
The usage of Parliament, is to allow
the leader of the Opposition to fol-
low the mover and seconder of the
Address ; and the interruption which
took place on this occasion was, I
think, unparliamentary and unusual, and
not made, I am persuaded, for any
other purpose than to allow the member
who made it, at a moment when he
thought he could make himself conspicu-
ous, an opportunity to indulge his inor-
dinate vanity and malevolence. The idea
of the hon. gentleman criticising Sir John.
Macdonald and his policy, is too absurd
to be worthy of a reply. He desires
to thrust himself on the House at
times when hon. gentlemen do not want
to hear him. Nothing bas struck me
more, since I have had a seat in the
Senate, than the patience of the House
on such occasions, when hon. gentlemen
know that the usages of parliament
are being departed from, and yet permit
the person who offends to finish what
he has to say. I desire to express my
opinion of the course which has been
pursued by the hon. member who pre-
vented the hon. leader of the Opposition
from taking the course which propriety
and usage prescribe.

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL—(in French)—
The Hon. Postmaster-General has made
allusion to a parliamentary usage which I
understand perfectly well. I think, how-
ever, he has departed from a well-under-
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Sit;od custom himself. It has been from
of t% Immemorial the rule for the leader
e Government in this House to con-
vgaetl:\late the mover and the secgnder of
dis hddress on the manner in which they
ar Charged their duty. I presume that it
0se from forgetfulness.

di;ifoN. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—I
b orget it. My attention was fixed on
What had just been said by my hon. friend
OPposite, and I proceeded with my re-
glarks In reply to my hon. friend without
trSt referring, as I should have done, to
‘an% mover and seconder of the Address,
Congratulating them on the able and

'f Oquent manner in which they dealt with
€ subject,

rHON. Mr. TRUDEL (in French) com-
Plimented the mover and seconder of the
th ress on the able manner in which
¢ €y had discharged the duty assigned to
'*m.  He could not help being struck
;nth the courage which the hon. member
i?m Lauzon (Mr. Bolduc) had displayed
Congratulating the Government, not
only on' their general policy, but on the
g“anner_ in which they had administered
€ affairs of the North-West Territories.
i € hon. gentleman seemed to be per-
ectly satisfied with all that they had done,
" Cause they had exercised clemency to-
halrds some of the imprisoned Indians and
‘: f-breeds who had been implicated in
_c: Olltbrea}z. The hon. member, in the
N urse of his remarks, had stigmatized the
itE:Ontaneous‘movemos:nt of his compatriots
ar the Province of Quebec as revolution-
t ¥, and had gone so far as to assert that
‘viel Press of his province had published
or?jem articles inciting the people to dis-
a er.  If articles of an incendiary char-
Cter had appeared in some of the French
?:Iﬁrs of the province, it must have been
abl Iisterial organs. It was a remark-
N € fact that the most violent of all had
rgpeargd in journals which were the
Cognized organs of membeys. of the
vernment. For four or five days they
-sha Pursued this policy, and then, with
Meless inconsistency, had taken the op-
on’te course, and were so utterly devoid of
vﬁSty as to accuse the newspapers which

. erOCated the national movement of the
b Offence of which they themselves
een guilty. At the time, he (Mr.

Trudel) had for three weeks published, in
the columns of his newspaper, a challenge
to any one opposed to the national move-
ment, to point out one solitary article of a
revolutionary character which had been
published by the newspapers which had
espoused the cause of the half-breeds.
Perhaps the hon. member from Lauzon
did not read his newspaper, but he could
assure the hon. member that it circulated
largely in the province of Quebec. He
(Mr. Trddel) repeated his challenge now.
Under thecircumstances, it was most unfair
to make such a violent and unwarranted
attack upon the great mass of the people
of Quebecand the press which expressed
their views in connection with the North-
West troubles.

Hon. Mr. BOLDUC (in French)—I
hope the House will permit me to correct
some of the statements which have been
made by my hon. friend from DeSala-
berry. I was very much flattered by his
kindly comments on the manner in which
I had spoken in moving the Address, but
he has mis-interpreted a portion of my
speech, and put words in my mouth
which I never used. What I did say was
that I offered my most sincere congratu-
lations to the Government for having
granted an amnesty to the half-breeds
who had been imprisoned for having
taken part in' the North-West troubles,
but I never said that the National party
in the Province of Quebec were revolu-
tionary. The sole accusation that I made
was against a4 portion of the press of
the Dominion—I did not allvde to
the press of Quebec alone. My remark
was that it was to be regretted that a cer-
tain portion of the press of the country
had made threats and published a!most
revolutionary articles, thus endangering
the pedce of the Dominion, arousing
sectarian animosities, and almost exposing
the country to the horrors of civil war.
The hon. gentleman says he presumes
that I have never read his paper. I ad-
mit that T have only read a few copies of
it during the sessions, and it is difficult to
understand how my hon. friend, who ad-
mits that I do notread his paper, can say
that the press to which I alluded in my
speech as having published revolutionary
articles, was in the Province of Quebec.
I ask the hon. gentleman what grounds
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he has for saying, “ When you said that
the press has tried to excite prejudices be-
tween 'the different denominations and
races of the Dominion, your remarks
were directed against me ?” I adinit that
the hon. gentleman is a better judge of
what he has written than I am, and if he
really wrote articles such as those I have
denounced, he is welcome to accept the
position, and to believe that the expres-
" sions I have used were directed against
him; but I challenge him tb prove
that I have accused my -compatriots
of being revolutionary in the late move-
ment, and I defy him to point out any-
thing in my speech which could bear any
other interpretation than that which I
have just given. My hon. friend was kind
enough to remark that I would be isolated
in this House and in my Province. 1
make no pretence to being a dictator in
the Province of Quebec as my hon. friend
pretends to be. 1 have a right to. enter-
tain an independent opinion, and I can
assure him that I am prepared and deter-
mined to express it freely. Moreover, [
am satisfied that at the general elections
my hon. friend will find that the intelli-
gent and well-meaning French-Canadians
are not all on his side.

Hon. MrR. GERARD—Will the hon.
Postmaster-General be kind enough to in-
form the House whether the- debate will
be adjourned or continued this evening ?

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—If
the House desires it, I have no objection
to the debate being adjourned until Mon-
- day, but it is usual to adopt the Address
on the first day.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE—It is not
usual to hurry a division on the debate on
the Address. 1 for one would feel I was
remiss in my duty if I failed to offer some
comments on the conduct of the Govern-
ment during the recess.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—The
only answer I have to make to my hon.
friend is that I have not hurried it.

Hon. MR. GIRARD moved that the
debate be adjourned until Monday.

* The motion was agreed to.

The Senate adjourned at 6 o’clock.

Hon. Mr. BOLDUC.

THE SENATE.
Ofttawa, Monday, March rst, 1886.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
Three o’clock.

Prayers and routine proceedings.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL PENI-
TENTIARY.

MOTION.

Hon. MRr. BELLEROSE moved that =

“ An humble Address be presvcted to His
Excellency the Governor-General; praying
that His Excellency will cause to be Fai({be-
fore this House, a copy of the protest of the
Deputy Warden of 8t. Vincent de Paul Peni-
tentiary (Telesphore Ouimet), objecting to-
the evidence of &ector Demers, summoned as!
a witness on the 14th July, 1884, being taken
before the Commission of Enquiry named to-
enguire into the management of the aforesaid
Penitentiary in 1884.”

Hon. Sik ALEX. CAMPBELL—
There is no objection to the Address, but
I may inform my hon. friend that a search
has been made in the records of the trials
concerning the Penitentiary without find-
ing this document. Mr. Moylaa is not in
town at present. A telegram has been
sent to him asking whether there is such
a document in existence, and if there is.
where it is to be found.

The motion was agreed to.
THE ADDRESS.
DEBATE CONTINUED,

Hon. Mr. GIRARD—When I moved
the adjournment of the debate on Friday-
last, it was my intention to speak in
French, because the speech to which we-
had .just listened at the time wasin
French; but I suppose, accustomed as I
have been to rely on the induigence of
this House, it will be better for me to-
make my remarks in the broken English
that I speak than in a ldnguage which
many of the hon. gentlemen would not
understand.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—-
It is good English.



The [MARCH 1, 1886] Address.

23

Hon, MR. GIRARD—It is a matter
on cge"e:t satisfaction to me to be called
enquirey_ear by the supreme authority to
count Into the wants and needs of ‘the
look i‘;lyt’o and, judging trom the past, to
to be do the future and see what is best
of the cne to consolidate the institutions
the pe oURtry and promote the good of

peos,l,e" This present session which is

Ing, promises to be a very im-
Eiinlao‘rllt one. Last year we were here for
quest gfmgnths, occupied in the great in-

re had the Domlplon. Accidentally a
ties o originated in one of the extremi-
force our vast Dominion ; a sufficient
tinguis}f‘s.lmmedxately dispatched to ex-
our frie d‘t; our sons, our brothers and
some ot? st were promptly on the spot;
0 take t}: em fell, but others were there
Tifice th 1eir place, not hesxtgtmg to sac-

. Br't'elr hves_ for _the maintenance of
At thel ish flag in this Dominion of ours.

at ¢ close of last session we thought
duty V‘férythmg was over, and that the
turs; o members of Parlizment on re-

g to their homes, was to restore and

E:‘(’lmote the peace and prosperity which

trou en interfered with. But other
anee 1> Came—troubles of such import-
npe In so

.1 Some parts of the country that an
ag:)tat;(rm Was created sufficient toythreaten
serios mony of our constitution and cause
tion Ofappl’ehensmns of the disorganiza-
great 1 the Confederation. It is with
tion Unesntqt_lon that I enter upon a ques-
my bést‘}hlch I think I am forced to meet
may dif riends on a ground where we
o iter. _When fifteen years ago I left

e ;ni Wwas for their sake that I did so.
time hsillon that I entered upon at the
calleq : no great charm for me. ] I was
new éoupon to assist in the formation of a
Period fntry. It was a very impartant
had h Ol't:he French population. They
were noi lest acquired rights, but they
wa alone in the‘ North-West land.

of the d!gi 1870, just at the end
there ificulty which had occurred
Were. u At that time those troul?les
been, jjusstt"gab,e’ and they have since
the Causl ed; but they were naturally
which ue' of a feeling of animosity,
. there, ntil then had not been known
this feeli Ose who endeavored to allay
%ncessiomg of animosity by mutual
Ceessf I“S, and doing justice to all were
), and we were able to announce

to the world that we were prospering, and
to invite the emigrating multitudes of the
Old World to come and share that pros-
perity with us. Within a short time many
thousands of people have settled amongst
us ; towns and cities have grown up, in-
dustrious families have settled in Mani-
toba and the North-West Territories, and
enjoying such prosperity, we remain at-
tached to the Government that have
assisted and promoted this rapid develop-
ment. From time to time we represent
to our rulers the wrongs of which they
have been guilty, and sometimes advise
them to adopt another course. It is suffi-
cient to look at the Speech from!: the
Throne to be convinced that our import-
ance isrecognized. The best paragraph
of it—the most important legislation thaf
is there announced—affects either Mani-
toba or the North-West Territories.
I may be permitted to ask my hon. friend
from DeSalaberry if I am not justified,
when I remember all that I have obtained
from the Government for Manitoba and
the North-West, in telling him, and through
him, the people he represents, that the
agitation which has taken place in the
Province of Quebec has been prejudicial
to the interests of Manitoba and the
North-West. There is no doubt that it
has. While the people of the North-West
may consider the Government at fault in
some respects, and while they have come
before the Government at times to seek
redress in the ordinary way, we never ex-
pected that such an-agitation would arise
as we have witnessed lately in the Province
of Quebec. 1 feel sorry that it has arisen,
because we in Manitoba, and especially
the French “element of the population
there, have reason to be thankful to the
Province of Quebec for the deep interest
they have taken in our welfare. It is not
my intention to declare war against my
hon. friend from DeSalaberry. I act upon
the maxim “I am not disposed to fight
for fear I might be fought with.” At the
same time, when the truth should be pro-
claimed I for one shall not remain silent.
I have been accustomed in the past to
find my hon. friend from DeSalaberry
fighting the battles of the party to which
I belong, and it was with a feeling of deep
regret that I saw him assume a position .
which I cannot share with him. I think
it is the only occasion in my life that I
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have been obliged to differ from him on
public questions. Inthe past I have been
glad to recognize him as my leader in all
that I have attempted to do in the inter-
ests of the party. I shall now refer
briefly to the paragraphs in the Address in
which my province is interested. With
reference to the harvest of last year I am
happy to say that in Manitoba and the
North-West, the crops have on the whole
been good. Early frosts destroyed the
hopes of many who expected extraor-
dinary crops, and some parts of the
country have suffered more-than others.
We suiffered in the vicinity of Winnipeg ;
but 60 miles from us, at Portage La Prai-
rie, no damage was sustained from the
frost at all. We have ample supplies of
wheat not only for our own wants but
also for those who require seed grain.

The next paragraph refers to the late
trqubles in the North-West which caused
great anyiety throughout the country.
They might have produced very serious
consequences indeed. I know at Winni-
peg fears were entertained that the city
might be ruined. A disaster was averted
through the promptitude with which help
was sent from the Eastern Provinces, and
now, since the troubles have ended, we
are glad to find that the Government
have come to the relief of the sufferers.
Ample supplies of grain and provisions
have been sent to relieve those who have
been brought to want through the trou-
bles. 1 hope there will be no repetition
of the experience of last year. It was the
work, and organization and scheme of 15
years time, and I am satisfied that people
who are capable or desirous of bringing
about such troubles are very -few in the
Dominion. :

The clause with reference to the com-
pletion of the Canadian Pacific Railway
is one of deep interest to the peo-
ple of the whole Dominion. It was
my good fortune to echo the words of the
Speech from the Throne in 1872, It
was a pleasant duty for me, and it is
equally pleasant for me now to be able to
announce that that great artery will ere
long be completed from ocean to ocean.
It has taken some years to finish the work,
There was an interruption, the conse-
quence of which we have had to stand,
but a few months hence we will see the
end of the work ; it will be possible in the

Hon. MRr. GIRARD

course of next summer to proceed by
continuous rail communication from the
Atlantic to the Pacific. Certainly
the Government which has provided
the means of completing such a wonderful
work deserves our credit. While there
may be much in their administration which
we cannot approve, we must recognize all
that they have done towards the comple-
tion of that road, and the country should
certainly be proud of such rulers. They
should also be gratified to possess such
men as those who assumed the responsi-
bility of carrying out such a gigantic
undertaking, and who have brought it to
such a successful completion. They are
certainly entitled to the gratitude of the
countty and should be recognized as the
best promoters of the prosperity and great-
ness of the Dominion.

Allusion is made in the Address to the
large expenditures incurred in the sup-
pression of the late outbreak. It is true
that the expenses have been heavy, but
some good results have been obtained.
Sometimes it happens that evil produces
good ; it has been so in this case. We
know the depressed condition in which
Winnipeg stood, up to last year. Business
was at a standstill ; but now it is admitted
by everyone that the troubles in the North-
West broke the jam, if I may use the ex-
pression, and business has become more
active. The Government have certainly
had something to do in bringing about
that result; they applied the oil to the
wheels, and the machinery has been mov-
ing ever since in such a way as to give
satisfaction to the population in that vast
country. The proposed measure to give
representation in this Parliament to the
North-West Territories will prove highly
satisfactory to the people residing there.
If it had been possible to give them such
representation sooner, possibly the troubles
of last year would not have arisen. Those
who would have been sent here as their
representatives would have explained their
position to the Government, and I think it
would have been easy for them to have pre-
vented those troubles and the serious cun-
sequences which have followed them, and
the large expenditures incurred. Certainly
it wonld have been very easy to have
stopped the Indians. They were incited
to rise and could not have created an out-
break otherwise. I think it is possible
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for th
in SUc%Govemment to treat the Indians

. 4 manner as t ke them their
fr o make them
wf:d:m ey should §end men there
Kindnegs 'It‘ll;eat them with the greatest
more g, atthe outbreak did not assume
targely dal‘mmg proportions, I think is
upon 1 ue to. the influence of the clergy

eGove Indians, and it is the duty of
in preacﬁmmem to protect those engaged
That is tmg the gospel amongst the tribes.
ization h? best means of spreading civil-
ten g Which could be employed. Not
tentiary 5 a8o I visited the Manitoba Peni-
of the{ and. witnessed the baptism of 29
them sndlans Incarcerated there, among
maker a“Ch well known chiefs as Pound-

efore lnd. Big Bear. My opinion is that
own imOHg the Government will, in their
est €rest and the interest of the North
t’ :O;Eleptp thed cc;ng[usion ’tl?h release

- orisoned Indians. ey are
mnh;l guilty, but they did not under-
ow kW at they were doing. I think they
itis g Now that they acted wrongly, and
O our interest that they should be rest-

o
rggem liberty as soon as possible. When
tised Who have recently been bap-

eturn to their families they will be
Ou:t :)nCSt friends. That is certainly the
Pl’Ogreseans of promoting civilization and
will 1 S and we may rest assured that they
order erer again violate the peace and
the ao the country. Having alluded to
org Tagraphs of the Address which refer
orth %?,Ttlcularly to Manitoba and the
of repleie D I'shall now take the liberty
PYIng to some remar'.s which were

m
b;?; by the hon. member for DeSala-

theHlﬁ:;o Mr. TRUDEL—I would ask
face if 1t ‘_"able.gentleman from St. Boni-
Cto o 18 a crime for the people of Que-
inions dfigfltg an agitation by expressing’op-
ment. | the_:rmg from those of the Govern-
fa 'n;g ing ink the honourable gentleman is
0cs Doy o the same mistake, because he
that the S&em to approve altogether of all
his atters; overnment has done. I call
Ntion to the fact that it may be the

€ang o . .. . .
ouse., £ creating an agitation in this

H
the I?l‘r:;viMR' GIRARD—I do not think
crime . hoce Of Quebec has committed a

tsipposing they had commit-

bu
ted wi. ,
What I considered to be a crime, I

would not take it upon myself to denounce
it ; I would leave to others better qualifi-
ed than I am the duty of bringing it up
against the province which I love par ex-
cellence. At the same time I do not hesi-
tate to say that I regret the agitation which
has taken place in the Province of Que-
bec. It it was not a criminal one, it cer-
tainly was very reprehensible. It was not
in the interests of the Dominion, and it
went so far that one step more would have
endangered the existence of the confeder-
ation. For myown part I do not hesitate
to express my unqualified disapproval of
the movement. I do not say it is a crime
to agitate. British liberty gives to the
subjects of Her Majesty very wide scope,
and gives us the right to plead for our
rights ; at the same time I do not think
we could do any more than what has been
done in the Province of Quebec to create
trouble and disorder in the rest of the Do-
minion. The honourable gentleman from
DeSalaberry smiles; but I tell him
that we who reside in the North-
West, who were most interested in this
matter, never wished for such an agitation.
We remained quiet. We were in the
minorty there, and we understood that if
we desired to advance the interests
of the Dominion, of our own pro-
vince, and of the North-West, we could
not do it by our own unaided ef-
fort. We are in the minority, and we
feel that it is the duty of the minority to
go to the majority and make mutual con-
cessions from time to time which will be
in the interests of the community asa
whole. That is what we have dore. If
we had not done it, what would have
been our position to-day? It certainly
would not have been possible to have ad-
vanced thatcountry to the position in which
it now stands. It was only by mutual
concession that it was possible to allay the
animosity that existed when I first entered
that Province.  Certainly had I acted as
my friends in Quebec have done towards
the people of Manitoba I would have
been forced to seek a home in some other .
country. Our friends in Quebec must un-
derstand that we do notcare to submitto in-
justice, when any injustice exists, any more
than they do, and for that reason we de-
sire to protest against the agitation that
has been brought about as not being in the-
interests of the confederation. It is very
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painful for me to have to rise in my place
and say we do not thank the Province of
Quebec for what it has done, and ask
it as a favor to let Manitoha alone. There
are men there who understand the poli-
tics of the country, who know what
is necessary for the Province and for
the Dominion, who are ready to sacri-
fice everything, even their lives, if
need be, in the interest of their coun-
try. They gave proof of it when they
were called to arms during the late
troubles. It was in the interest of the
Dominion, that the people of Manitoba
were the first to offer their services
in the battle field, and there, without fear,
to risk their lives in defence of their com-
mon country. The French and the Eng-
lish citizens of that country are still ready
to do all in their power for the mainten-
ance of peace and order in the Dominion,
and I think that the people of the Pro-
vince of Quebec.will assist us in that duty
Certainly I am not, and I hope I have
never been a blind follower of the Govern-
ment. While I have always given them a
fair support and sympathy because of the

- heavy responsibility they bear, and have
always been ready to assist them when
they are right, at the same time, I am not
a blind admirer of all that they do. On
the present occasion I do not see any
sufficient reason to withold from them the
same support that 1 bave given them in
the past. The hon. gentleman opposite
referred the other day to the victim of the
16th November last.

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL—TI never said a
word about it in this House.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD—I did not men-
‘tion the hon. gentleman’s name.

HoN. Mr. TRUDEL—I do not be-
lieve that the hon. gentleman is doing it
intentionally, but he is departing from the
question altogether. In the previous de-
bate I only replied to some of the remarks
of my hon. friend from Lauzon, and I did
not intend to go into the merits of this
question, and besides, I said that I would
not go into the merits of the question be-
cause I thought it was understood that it
should not be discussed on the Address.
The hon. gentleman from St. Boniface
speaks in English. I spoke in French. I

Hown. Mr. GIRARD.

think that he will admit that I had some
reasons for speaking in French, at least in
one debate during the Session. Itis very
painful for me to see the hon. gentleman
attempting to reply to statements which I
did not utter and evading the question al-
together. The hon. gentleman is trying
to impress on the minds of members of
this House that there has been an agita-
tion, and I suppose since he denounces.
it, he means an improper agitation. In
my opinton an agitation which consists
of the expression of loyal opinion,
and the wuse of -constitutional right,
is not one which should be de-
nounced in such terms as the hon. gentle-
man has used. I do not think it is fair
on his part to misrepresent us in the way
he does. 1 feel that we shall always be
ready to discuss the position we have
taken, and I invite the hon, gentleman to
point out to this House what was wrong
in what we have done in expressing our
opinion.  The hon. gentleman says: “I
find that there was not sufficient for me to
withdraw my support from the Govern-
ment.” That is his view; but he ought
not to find fault with other parties because
they hold a different opinion.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD—T have nothing
to say against the loyal opposition of the
Province of Quebec, but I remember in
certain cases it has been—

Hox. MR. TRUDEL—Mention facts
or opinions, or sayings or something.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD-—At a convenient
time I will mention, as well as I can, my
impression of the circumstances the hon.
gentleman reters to. I shall refer to the
remarks of the hon. gentleman from De
Salaberry ; I will try to answer him as
ccmpletely as possible, and if in my ex-
pression there is anything which I should
not have said, he may be sure it is more
from want of capacity than will on my
part. I have looked upon the hon. gentle-
man as one of the pillars of the Conserva-
tive party. For over a quarter of a century
he has been fighting for .the good cause,
and I was glad to serve under him, But
when I see all this agitation in Quebec
about Manitoba affairs, I, as a humble
representative of Manitoba, so much in
terested in its destinies, hope he will not
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gfa?g;ged If T tell him and the Province
yous mC, through him, we thank you for
any c;yanpathxes, but we do not look for
Wwas i fge. Although the Government
there wault on some important points,
rection S nothing to justify the insur-
own ;hand we do not want to put
they have Preseny government, because
they have done great things in their day;
avee Introduced many reforms, and
change o;_lothlqg'bette_r to expect from a
tlemay | administration. The hon. gen-
tory vict"n his speech refers to the expia-
in m of the 16th of November last.

¢ time we all regret what happened at
See that i For my part, I would prefer to
alive ne Victim living to-day. If he were
in appy would not have much difficulty
d P ZCl?tmg him }flt his true value ; but
tion :. - 1 everywhere. The only ques-
re: 20:18 whether he had any sufficient
woptedto Justify the course which he
Possible” I think it would have been
anoth e for the Government to have acted
justiﬁgg Way ; but he was certainly not
an ing In plunging the North-West into
fenow_é{r{ectxon, and bringing upon his
ey v 1izens the trouble and loss which
regret Stained, and which we all so much
is sche e know that for years he laid
whick, hmes In that new country through
world ¢ hoped to preside over a new
S“CCeéded e did not succeed. If he had
quite difa perhaps it would have been
suffer th erent ; but he failed and had to
gret it 1€ Penalty of the law. We all re-
think th’e ut at the same time I do not
ing againre 1s sufficient cause for ill feel-
o ISt the Government for what has
causedP&ace. That man had certainly
the setq] great deal of suffering amongst
Wmmem of the North-West. The
as i the‘m to-day are repairing as much
bee CIf power lies, the wrongs that
vears bef:; done ; but it will take many
me positr'e the people are placed in the
lion, 'y th1.on they held before the rebel-
satisfieq ink that to-day the people are
and conar; They seek redress in a legal
n stxtut'nqnal way. They claim their
as Bl:ltlsh subjects are entitled to

om v iInd in to-day’s Gazette a dispatch

posiﬁonmmpeg’ which shows' exactly the

those I which affairs now stand in
wherepit;ts of the North-West Territories
€ troubles occurred last year.

With the permission of the House I shall
read it :— -

WixNipece, Man., Fébruary 27.—The half--
breeds held a public meeting to-day at St.
Laurent, when leading men from all the
French parishes wgre present. Resolutions-
were adopted thanking the Government in
warm terms for the humane mamner in which
the half-breeds had been treated since last
spring. It was decided the half-breeds should
ask the Government for a free grant ot their-
lands, basing the claim on being the original
possessors. They will also ask thatan in-
dustrial school for hulf-breed children be
established in the district, that the amnesty
be extended to the hal!-breeds in the prison
and across the border, that naturalization be-
made more accessible, and that -electoral dis-
tricts be erected in the French settiements.
Riel’s name was not mentioned.

I shall now take the liberty to read
some extracts from letters which I hold in
my hand as giving the opinion of some of
our public men in the province of Mani- -
toba and the North West. As far as Ma--
nitoba is concerned, I would direct the
atrention of hon. gentlemen to the mani-
festo of the Archbishop of St. Boni-
face, which has been recently published.
in Quebec :—

« Bverything which affects Quebec, every-
thing which affects Manitoba and the North-
West Territories, touches me keenly, and,
therefore, in view of an agitation which can-
not fail to be attended with danger, 1 take the .
liberty, as respectful as affectionate, to say
to my friends not to let themselves be drawn
into a movement which may be most prejudi-
cial to themselves, and to the cauee which
they have embraced with so much generosity.

« Amid all that has been said and writtem:
in the past three weeks, 1 have admired the-
noble promptings of a generous patriotism.
Now, to be sincere, I should declare that L
have deeply deplored impulses which, in my
humble opinion, are not the echo of that
sentiment, or do not in the least exhibit that
extreme prodence which the true patriot im-
poses on himself in the crisis which occur in- .
the history of a nation.

¢« Qaarrels of race and above all of
religion, are instruments most” dangerous to
handle, above all in a country where men of’
different creeds and origins are in daily rela-
tions with one another. Between different
nationalities there is somcthing of the spirit
displayed between political parties. - kach
contents itself with seeing its own good aspira-
tions, without taking into account those of
others; just as it closes its eyes to its own
defects, only to open them excessively to-
those of the other side.”

I shall now read to the House the let-
ters to which I have referred. \an of
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them is written from St. Albert where the
troubles began, and the other is written
from Edmonton in the North-West Terri-
tories. The gentleman who writes to me
is a half-breed, a young man of education
-‘who draws a parallel between the position
of his country as it was some years ago,
and its posifion to-day. He says:

“Jt was a sad blow, and one which has
dbrown us a long way bebind. What disor-
ganization in our French parishes! [ can
truly say that it is as if fire or war had pass-
ed over them. I have been there but cnce
since the troubles, and 1 can assure you that
they present a sad spectacle. What & con-
‘trast they furnish to their former condition !”

This other letter, coming from a
French-Canadian gentleman established
.at Edmonton, is from an independent
source, and this is what he writes to
me :— .

“I see that the Province of Quebec is still
agitated over the hanging of Riel. The
announcement of his execution is received by
the Metis very coolly. If I might venture to
express an opinion, I would say that this
agiation does us more harm than good. We
have nothing to gain by it. On the contrary,
it is arousing race prejudices.  If the people
of the Province of Quebec knew what a train
of evils that agitation is preparing for us—for
us who are but a handful of French-Canadians
lost in this vast North-West—I believe they
would bave sufficient patriotism not to try to
destroy us completely.

I give those extracts just to let hon.
gentlemen know the position in which not
only Manitoba but the whole North-West
Territory stands in reference to these
troubles. I will not go any further than
to recite the words of the hon. member
from DeSalaberry—that it is not easy
to impart life to what has no life in
it. It is possible, however, by our patri-
.otism, and kindness, and forbearance to
restore the progress and prosperity of our
country. Itis for that purpose we are
here ; for my own part I am quite decided
to do my best to advance, as far as lies in
1y power, the true interest, the peace and
prosperity of this Dominion.

HonN. MrR. POWER—I hope I may be
pardoned if before referring to the Speech
from the Throne I allude briefly to an-
other matter. It will be remembered
that towards the close of the last Session
it was generally understood that we were
to lose from this Chamber the gentleman
who has so long and so ably led it ; and

Hon. Mr. GIRARD.

I hope I shall not be considered as dis-
loyal to my party if I take the first oppor-
tunity of expressing my sincere gratifica-
tion that that hon. gentleman still remains
amongst us.

Hon. GENTLEMEN—Hear, hear.
A 3

HoN. MR. POWER—I do not mean
to say that the hon. gentleman feels happy
about it himself ; but if his remaining
here is his loss, it is our gain ; and I only
hope that we shall have him with us for a
long time time to come. Having said so
much of the leader of the House I may
be allowed to sympathize with another
hon. gentleman as to whose promotion
some of us have been disappointed ; and
I only hope that in due time the strenuous
exertions of that gentleman in the cause
of his party, may meet with the promotion
to which they are entitled.

Now, a few words as to the Speech.
His Excellency begins by congratulating
us on the sufficient harvest of last year,
and on the 'prosperity and substantial
progress of the country. I am glad to
know that throughout the Dominion as a
whole the harvest has been fairly good;
but I regret to say that coming from the
portion of the Dominion which I do, I
cannot concur in the sentiments expressed
in the latter part of the first paragraph of
the Speech. Speaking only for the
Province of Nova Scotia, as to which
I think I can fairly speak, I be-
lieve we have no reason to be congra-
tulated on the prosperity and substantial
progress of that part of the Dominion.
Taking the city of Halifax for instance,
we find that one most important establish-
ment which it was boasted had been the
result of the introduction of the National
Policy, has come utterly to grief—the Nova
Scotia Sugar Refinery—and in that man-
ufactory there has been sunk nearly halfa
million of dollars, which money has been
completely lost to the shareholders ; and
the institution is now closed up with little
prospect of being re-opened.

Then, the West India business, which
it was supposed would be promoted by
the change in the sugar tariff, is suffering
almost as badly as the sugar refinery.
The West India business of our Atlantic
ports is at the present moment in a worse
position than it has been for a great many
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i ; and, unless some change is made
t;l];t\e tt}?: lﬂ%{’here seems to beno probability
Portant est India trade, a most im-
ourable one to us, will recover. - Hon-
the West gentlemen may think that
usinese India trade, and the sugar
rule in thmay be exceptions to the general
ere are € province of Nova Scotia, but
o coumother criteria of the prosperity of
—they arry of which that cannot be said
b € criteria which are almost infalli-
the pmse“‘-‘ IS no better criterion of
district thpemy of any city, county or
of lang | an the value of land. The value
arge ang the Province of Nova Scotia at
has g’One ;sPe(:lally in the city of talifax,
last foy OWn very materially during the
valye of)’ears. At the present day the
Property in Halifax is not more
Wo-thirds of what it was ten years
€ process of depreciation in the
and in that city has continued
egdily since 1877.

ago,
Value of |
almogt St

Hon,
glad of itI:IR' CARVELL—Are you not

it .HI°:~ Mz. POWER—I am not glad of
} " amvery sorry, as I have reagon to be.

here 1
. - 1S anoth iteri
usiness ; er criterion of the state of

l - e
of the b 1 a country, that is the condition

otiaaanks. Now the banks in Nova
en 1 Tle1 worse off to-day than they have
ave’i Should say, for 25 or 30 years. 1
0 My desk a petitior from a bank
been doing business there for
Y Years, asking for a reduction
the bapl?l to one-half. The dividends
and we ﬁnds have been largely reduced ;
hambera not long ago in the Halifax
the large tC;f Commerce, the manager of
c ringg tsh ocal bank in Nova Scotia de-
Presse that busmess_ generally was de-
uSines; at the condition of the banking
there Wawas most unsatisfactory, and that
pTOVeme:t very little prospect of its im-
52y on s h Probably that is enough to
pect to thc an occasion as this with res-
par donedaffpamcular matter. 1 may be
the syps If T make one niore remark on
UzonJ?CL The hon. gentleman from
mOV,e(‘il the admirable speech in which
Excellen ’the Address in reply to His
CY’s Speech, spoke of the pro

Some hiy¢
of its ¢ 4

Bress
ow ‘:ﬁat Wwe have made since 1867.
10ad. n ttl}tlever £1:ogress may have been
le‘ € Prd¥ince of Quebec or other

provinces, in Nova Scotia it has been
largely of a retrograde character, and the
Province does not stand as well to day as
it stood in 1867.

The second paragraph of His Excel-
lency’s Speech deals with the question of
the recent disturbances in the North-West
Territories. I am happy to be able to-
join with the hon. gentleman from Lauzon:
in speaking in terms of warm praise of the:
conduct of our volunteers. They con-
ducted theniselves on the whole in a way
that would have done credit to regular
soldiers ; and I think that the Militia De-
partment deserves the greatest credit for
the manner in which it contrived to put
so large a body of troops on so distant a
field of action in so short a time and with
so little loss, and in getting their supplies.
there. 1 regret to notice, from the
tone of this paragraph of His Ex-
cellency’s Speech, that there appears to be-
some foundation for the rumors of a
threatened, Indian uprising in the North
West. Hesays : “it will be the duty of
my Government to make such precaution-
ary arrangements as will assure the present
inhabitants as well as intending settlers of
efficient protection against all disturbance.”
Considering that there are already two
batteries out there, this intimation that
more troops are to be sent to the North
West would seem to indicate that the
Government feel that there-is a danger of’
a further rising.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL —
There is no specific reason for the appre-
hension. We have no direct evidence to-
indicate in any way that there is any ditfi-
¢tulty to be apprehended there ; it 1s sim-
ply a precautionary measure.

Hon. MrR. POWER—I am happy to:
hear that, and I regret that the Govern-
ment think it necessary to send additional
forces to the North West. We .must ad-
mit that while the recent disturbance was-
a loss to the country at large, to a number
of people in the North West, it was a
great gain ; and I presunie no one is more
alive, than the leader of this House is, to-
the fact that parties pecuniarily interested
in that way are likely to contrive to create
an impression that there is danger in order
that,more money may be spent in that’
country. I think these stories of probable
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Indian rising ought to be somewhat
-discounted. The suggestion has been
aade before, and I think possibly there
was some reason in it that the Indians at
the close of the recent disturbance should
have been at least partially disarmed. I
also feel, as I felt at the time the disturb-
.ance broke out, that it would have been
wiser for the Government to entrust the
-defence of that country to the local forces,
the people on the spot. They are more
directly interested in preventing any armed
outbreak than we are; and if local volunteer
corps were organized in the dangerous dis-
tricts they would, with comparatively little
expense to the rest of the country, prevent
any risk of outbreak,

The third paragraph of the speech con-
gratulates us on the practical completion
of the Canadian Pacific Railway. In
that congratulation I can most heartily
<concur; and the reason why I do so is
this—so long as that railway was in an
incomplete condition we were never sure
that a Session would pass without bringing
the Canadian Pacific Railway Company
to our doors asking for more money. I
do not feel very sanguine yet that we shall
not have another application ; but I am
happy to think that the time for these
applications is nearly over.

Hon. MR. PLUMB—We have not lost
anything,

Hon. Mr. POWER—More than one
hon, gentleman has dwelt with a good
deal of feeling on the energy and wonder-
ful enterprise shown by the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company in the construc-
tion of the work which they had on hand,
The hon. gentleman who seconded the
address was one of them, and I think the
hon. leader of the Opposition was another.
It does not seem to me that, when the
country supplies all the money that is re-
«quired and a great deal wmore than is
absolutely necessary, and supplies it with
a ready and lavish hand, the people
who spend the money deserve a great
-deal of praise for displaying energy. With
abundant labor and means at hand to
-carry out such an undertaking it is not
difficult to prosecute it rapidly. I ven-
ture, now that the work is nearly com-
pleted, to doubt the wisdom of the haste
‘with which it has been carried over the

Hon., Mr. PQWER.

mountains by what I consider to be a bad
route, and of the speed of its construction
north of Lake Superior. However, this
is not the time to discuss this question,
and I do not propose to go into the rea-
sons pro and con. 1 think, with respect
to the reports and statements which we
have as to the earnings of the road, that
they should be regarded with a certain
amount of doubt. I may be mis-
taken ; but I believe that. in these state-
ments we get the earnings of the leased
lines as wel as the earnings of the main .
line, and I should be very much surprised
to learn that the main line of the Canadian
Pacific Railway is paying its working ex-
penses. There is one reason why asa
British subject one cannot but feel pleased
that the road is practically completed, and
that is in case of difficulty between Eng-
land and Russia, or some other country,
this Canadian Pacific Railway will be
available for Imperial purpoges. That
suggests another consideration. If this
road is built, as it has turned out to be,
largely for Imperial purposes, the Mother
Country should to some extent contribute
towards the cost of its construction, and
not leave the whole burden upon her col-
ony. I do not know how my hon. col-
leagues from Nova Scotia féel, but I could
not help thinking, when listening to this
paragraph in the Speech and to the con-
gratulatory comments made upon it, that
down in Nova Scotia we had very little
reason to congratulate ourselves upon the.
completion of the road. We were given
to understand that that road would be
brought to us—that we should be con- -
nected with its present terminus by the
shortest and best practicable line. That
hope has been disappointed, and on that
point we have had expressions of opinion
from bodies authorized to speak for the
mercantile community of Nova Scotia.
Then, while the 20,000 people of British
Columbia have connection by the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway with the centres of
population, the great island of Cape Breton, -
with a population five times as large as
that of Brtish Columbia, and which has
been a portion of the Dominion for seve-
ral years longer than the Pacific Province,
instead of having a railway has still to be
contented with a survey and with promises.
I hope that now that the Government have
built their road as far af they can to the
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west, . -
oo t]hey will see that it is completed at

arly date at the east end too.

Ho

the hoﬁ' Mr MCINNES (B. C.)—I hope

an e"m: .gentlerr}an will allow me to correct

that the Into whlgh he has fallen. He states

is onl Population of British Columbia

Censui 2;_>,ooo. If he will look at the

atia Ot 1881 he will find that the popu-
N 1S very much larger.

Hon

Tation MR, POWER—The white popu-

spel;lx?i?{ MR. MCINNES—I am not
o1 th'g ](:f the white population ; neither
cotia Ink, when the po.pulat.ion of Nova
that aHOl;igm_y other province is mentioned,
. a):ldl:;ECtl'(l)‘?; is madT bgtweefnl_;vf,li.tt;;
\ e population of Britis
Columbis i nearer 7?,0%0 than z0,000.
Sta&gN}, Mr, POWER-—Perhaps I over-
stateg the number of whites and under-
in t;\ e nurpber of Indians. I do not
traq e Indians are likely to give much
€ t0 the Canadian Pacific Railway.

How, Mg, MCINNES—Yes they do.

Hon.
Outbreak
Wise,
Province

Mr. POWER—In case of an
perhaps they will, but not other-
:ml}:{g kfqum 1one of the Maritime
t . Which 1s largely interested. in
;:‘; iilgenes question—more largely than
must coer Province of the Dominion—I
at the ¢ niess to a feeling of disappointment
with g1 :tne of the paragraph which deals
vernn, Question. It is evident that the

- cessfu] ercllt do not feel hopeful of a suc-
Tenewa] enf to the negotiations for the
oy 8 ?‘ the Wa}shmgton' Treaty, and
Peak of making provision for the

Protection of i i
t our
eXtension of Inshore fisheries, by the

our present syst f mari
) p ystem of marine
gr::g? }{.presume the English of that
_ 14PN Is that the fishery clauses of the

ash "
. and tlllr;%t&z Treaty will not be renewed,

2 re will be nothing to take their
Teﬁip;odta 8eneral character like the former
this positiy tl'?eaty. Now, why are we in
is ar, unavor',d It may be that that position
1 thin th01 able one ; but I must say that
conneq; € Course of the Government in
one wh; 3;1 with this matter has not been

en rc .¥e should approve of. It has
- Practically to do nothing whatever ;

and the reason that they gave for doing
nothing was that if they were to attempt
anything it would manifest an anxiety for
the renewal of the treaty, which would
lead the Americans to think that we
valued it very highly and that therefore
they should not give it to us. I think, to
begin with, that it is absurd to suppose
that a business-like people like the Ameri-
cans would be governed by considerations
of that sort.  If it is clear to the Ameri-
can Government and people that the
Washington Treaty or a wider treaty—a
reciprocity treaty—would be beneficial to
themselves as well as to us, I do not
think they are so silly as to refuse to
negotiate such a treaty because we would
share the benefits derived from it. Here
we have the same government which year
after year excused their doing nothing
towards getting a renewal of the Washing-
ton Treaty or of the reciprocity treaty on
the ground which I have just mentioned,
giving away at the close of the treaty the
whole season of fishing to the Americans
for no consideration whatever. Now what
greater proof could we give of our anxiety
for a renewal of the treaty and our fear of
offending the American people or their
government than to give them for nothing
all the benefits which they enjoyed under
the treaty ? What has been the practical
result of this? The fishermen of Massa-
chussetts have interpreted this action of our
government as an indication of weakness,
and probably as an indication that our
government did not believe that the fish-
ing rights which the Americans enjoyed
under the treaty were of any great value ;
and, having got them for nothing, they are
able to speak of them as being valueless
and to wuse that as a strong
argument against a renewal of - the
treaty. If the Government, which had
two years notice of the proposed
abrogation of this treaty, instead of
folding their arms and doing nothing, had
made preparations to deal in a summary
and vigorous way with the American fish-
ermen when the treaty did terminate, and
if in addition to that they had takep pains to
secure such statistics as would have shown
that the Washington Treaty and the pre-
vious Reciprocity Treaty had been of the,
greatest benefit to the United States, then
we would have been in an infinitely better.
position to deal with the United States



.

32

The [SENATE] Address.

Government than we are to-day. I think
the conduct of the Government on ‘this
one point is sufficient to condemn them,
at any rate in the estimation of the people
of the lower provinces. I know already
it has had very great effect indeed in
changing the opinions of the fishing popu-
lation as to the merits of the present
Government. It is now very late in the
day to begin to do anything. It does not
seem that anything has been done yet;
and I do hope that the Government will
make up by prompt and vigorous action
now for their neglect in the past<—that
they will take steps to secure the statistics
which they ought to have got before, and
that they will vigorously and energetically
protect our rights in our inshore waters.
I trust that they have taken steps already
to secure the assistance of the Imperial
navy in protecting our fisheries. Suppos-
ing the Imperial Government have no right
to contribute towards the construction of
the Canadian Pacific Railway, I think the
least they can do, seeing that we have
done so much for them in furnish-
ing them with such a magnificent
military road as the Canadian Pacific
Railway, will be to allow us to utilize their
navy to protect our fisheries.

As to the next two or three paragraphs
of the Address I do not propose to say
anything. They refer to matters that 1
think must meet with the approval of every
hon. gentleman. It is desirable that the
Consolidated Statutes should get into use
as soon as possible. I am glad to see that
the consolidation is now about completed
and ready for submission to parliament ;
and undoubtedly it is a desirable thing to
improve the judiciary system that obtains
in the North-West.

The fifth paragraph speaks of the
taking of the census in the North-West
Territories, and indicates that it is pro-
posed to introduce a measure for the re-
presentation of the people of the North-
West in Parliament. 1 am glad that it is
5o ; and I agree with the hon. gentleman
who spoke before me in thinking that if
the people of the North-West had been
represented in Parliament during the past
few years the recent disturbance might
not have taken place at all. One thing
struck me as being singular—that, while
so many petitions were undoubtedly sent
from the North-West to the Government,

Hon. Mr. POWER.

so few of them found their way before
Parliament. If that country had been
represented in the House of Commons
and in this body, undoubtedly we should
have had years ago petitions giving us in-
formation which, as things have turned
out, was unfortunately only in the hands
of the Government, and, as it appears, in
very bad hands indeed. When I say the
Government, I do not mean to say the
blame 1s to be borne equally by all the
members of the Government. It is gene-
rally understood that the leader of the
Ministry has had North-West affairs under
his special control ; and that even when
the hon. gentleman whom we regret not
to see amongst us now was Minister of
the Interior he was guided and controlled
by his leader.

I am glad to learn from the 6th para-
graph of the speach that a measure will
be laid before us to provide for a better
mode of the trial of claims against the
Crown. I think there was room for im-
provement in that way. There is one
subject referred to in the 6th paragraph
of the speech which I cannot help feeling
some apprehension about. His Excellency
tells us that a measure will be laid™before
us for the administration of the rights of
the Crown in the fore-shores of the Domi-
nion. I am afraid that, in introducing a
measure of that kind, weé are about
entering upon a course of difficulty such
as we got intc by our interference with the
license question. I think the intention of
the framers of the constitution clearly
was, and the practice of all the Provinces
since the Union has been, that the grants
of water or of land covered with water
should be made by the provincial govern-
ments. I am sorry to see an intimation
here that it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to take this matter into their own
hands. I think before any measure of
that sort is introduced the government
should have the opinion of the Privy
Council on the question of right. T have
always felt, and I should not speak so
positively if I had only my own opinion,
but T know numbers of gentemen of
sound legal learning who believe that the
decision on which this measure 15 to be
based was an erroneous one.

The 7th paragraph, which is nddressed
more particularly to the House of Com-
mons, tells us that the estimates of receipts
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has beep
g]ad to h
share j
€ outh

fully realized. We will all be
ear that, no doubt ; as we must
0 His Excellency’s regret that
added lal’eak in the North-West has
coun, Tglely to the expenditure of the
that the' think, as to that last passage,
ge deﬁs{lbsta}nce of it is, we have a very

ad sin, cit this year, the largest we have
ment 1y e (IiOnfederatlo.n ; and the Govern-
the Noiﬁt, € cause of it is the outbreak in
gentlor -West. 1 regret that the hon.
not herel? to whom I referred just now is
that the because, when I said last year.
ing thatpenod of deficits was approach-
Come - fhon. gentlemen said it had not
that T y, ar, and was not likely to come—
Now, Bu?‘? a false prophet. It has come
the exjoy 1t does seem to me that, to excuse
one ence of the deficit as has been
half of zh thosé who have spoken on be-
© the g e Goyerpment by attributing it
attemp. ifficulties in the North-West, is an
ernmp on the part of the Gov-
ent to take advantage of their

as to ‘:}:On’g doing. Ou;' information
'North-we causes of the difficulty in the
ut stil] est 1s not as full as it might be,
show thatwe have enough information to
. the Government are responsible.
i:e;;e admission of the hon. gentle-
m m supporter of the Govern-
Nz‘::}:WWhO has just spoken, that if the
ouse OFSt had been represented in the
the ogtty (‘iommons and in this House,
arliameea would not have occurred. If
the Govent had had the information which
would no‘t‘n}l,nent possessed, the rebellion
vernm ave taken place. Clearly the
su“’ectionem were responsible for the in-
ey would use they did not do what
of the e have done under the pressure
overnm mbers of the two Houses. The
carly sta ent themselves admitted at an
: nge bln the outbreak—in fact just as
on the h“alfybthe 1ssuing of a Commission
B negl] -breed claims, that they had
have in fg gent of their duty before. We
A dO;Imatlon to show that there wasa
whites az <‘>f discontent amongst the
in the Nowi I as amongst the half-breeds
won déredrt -West ; and it is not to be
Matrer of at when it was very often a
Patent ¢, several years’ effort to get a
Bave 1}, I lands in the North-West. I
; of one instance where the
vernor of the North-West
T. Dewdney, sent an urgent

dispatch to the Government here stating
in his dispatch that it was a matter that
required to be attended to at once. That
dispatch was answered a year afterwards
to the effect that the matter would be con-
sidered, and nothing, I believe, has been
done about it since. One can under-
stand, in a free country like this, when the
well-founded complaints of - people are
treated in that way by the Ministry, that if
the people break out in revolt the Ministry
are to blame. Then in addition to these
half-breed claims and the difficulties
about patents, and the delay in doing
things generally, and the dissatisfaction as
to the manner in which the surveys were
made where the half-breeds were settled,
there was the character of the appoint-
ments made by the Government in the
North-West. The dispatch which the hon.
gentleman from St. Boniface read to us
just now shows that the people of St..
Laurent have still to complain of the de-
lay and neglect of the Government. Itis
clear that it was the misdeeds and the ne-
glect of duty of the Government which
made Riel's rebellion possible. If there
had been no misconduct and no neglect
of duty on the part of the Government
there could have been no outbreak. Ido
not wish to be understood at all as justify-
ing the rebellion. I should be very sorry
to have any hon. gentleman understand
that I assume such a position.  Things
have to go a very long way before open
rebellion 1s justifiable ; but the outbreak
would not have taken place if it had not
been for the Government’s neglect and
misdoings. I do not pretend either to say
that the Government were wrong in
allowing the law to take its course in the
case of Riel. If, instead of executing
Riel, they had executed, for instance, such,
a man as Gabriel Dumont, I think their
conduct might have been found fault with.
But Riel’s case was different. Looking
over the evidence there are certain cir-
cumstances which are calculated to pre-
vent a man of unbiased mind from sym-
pathising deeply with him. When you find
a patriot who on different occasions pro-
fesses his readiness to sacrifice his patriot-
ism for $35,000, I think he is hardly &
man who deserves a very great deal of
sympathy. So I donot quarrel with the
Government—that is, as far as ourin- .
formation goes—over the execution of
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Riel. It may be that the report of the
Medical Commissioners who were sent
out to investigate Riel’s mental condition
would show some cause for clemency. I
regret that the document .does not appear
_amongst the papers laid before us; but I
feel bound to suppose that their report
was to the effect that he was not insane ;
and then I do not think we have any rea-
son to find fault with the Government for
his execution ; but it does not seem like
even-handed justice that a man of com-
paratively narrow mind and small
ideas—who was guilty, no doubt—
should = expiate his crime on the
scaffold, while another man who was in
a greater degree the cause of the outbreak,
remains at the head of the Government.
There is this further thing to be said, that,
although the Government may have done
right in allowing the law to take its course,
right things are sometimes done from
wrong motives; and it is possible that
before the end of the session we may have
an opportunity of ascertaining the motives
which led to the law being allowed to take
its course in the case.of Riel.

1 may say that during the last summer
the Lower Provinces were visited by a
gentleman of distinguished position and
great ability, whose connection with the
leader of the Government is a very in-
timate one, and who went about lecturing
in different important centres in the Lower
Provinces, apparently preparing the minds
of the people for a commutation of Riel’s
sentence. That that gentleman should
have done so without an understanding
with the head of the Government, seems
to me highly improbable.

Hown. Sik ALEX. CAMPBELL —
‘Who is he?

HoN. MrR. POWER—Rev. Principal
Grant.

_ Hon. Sik ALEX. CAMPBELL —
Inever heard of it. He is not in the
confidence of the Government, any way.

HoN. MR. POWER—I have said all
that I propose to say as to the paragraphs
in the Speech from the throne. I shall
now call attention to some omissions from
that Speech. In the first place, it makes
no reference whatever to the question

Hon. Mr. POWER.

which is looked upon in the Lower Prov-
inces, as the most important of all the
questions which can engage the attention
of the Government and Parliament—that
is the question of reciprocity. Hon.
gentlemen in the Upper Provinces cannot
realize how strong the feeling on that sub-
ject is with us, and they cannot realize
how great will be the disappointment of
the people in the Maritime Provinces,
when they find that the reciprocity ques-
tion is kept resolutely in the back
ground ; and I think their disappoint-
ment is justifiable, because amongst
other reasons, the present leader of
the Government when in opposi-
tion moved on one occasion a resolution
in which he spoke about moving through
reciprocity of tariffs to a reciprocity of
trade. We have moved a very long way
in the direction of reciprocity of tariffs,
but we seem to be farther off than
ever from reciprocity of trade The
natural market of the lower provinces is in
the United States. The market of Nova
Scotia is almost exclusively there. They
have a market in England to a gertain ex-'
tent, but the Unitéd States constitute the
principal market for a great many produc-
tions of Nova Scotia, and the people down
there must feel bitterly disappointed to
find that there is no prospect of an early
opening of that market to them.

There is another subject which we might
have expected to see noticed in the Speech,
after the eloquent and npatriotic speech
made by the leader of the Government at
St. George’s Club in London. The Speech
does not say a word about imperial feder-
ation. Upon reading the right hon. gen-
tleman’s remarks, one would naturally
suppose that that subject would occupy a
prominent place in the Speech from the
Throne. ’

There is another significant omission
from the Speech of this year, the omission
of any reference to the Intercolonial Rail-
way. For a number of years after the
change of Government, we had triumphant
references to the fact, first, that we were
equalizing the expenditure and the income;
and then for two or three years that there
was & considerable excess of income over
expenditure. ‘This year there is no refer-
ence to that road, because there is an un-
precedented deficit in the Intercolonial
Railway revenue. I regretto notice that
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:g?gh?gemment, instead of taking what
towar ¢ Tegarded as statesmanlike steps
on that Improving the condition of things
and ¢ Tailway, has been dismissing old
seaso Tusted employes at the very worst
is aln:l of the year, in midwinter, when it
elsewhOSt Impossible to get employment
any e We do not find in the Speech
Wai afeference to the license law. That
for ta Matter that occupied our attention
a .l° or three years. It has now been
é’p‘ y disposed of. I am surprised that
cOlmtOvemment do not congratulate the
quéstW upon the fact that this burning
by thm{‘ has been completely extinguished
mb:b]aS§ decision of the Privy Council
still M.Y.lf the leader of this House were
seen tll:nster of Justice, he would have
Spe at a paragraph was put in the
ech with reference to that matter.
€te are other decisions of the Privy

eith;-(_:il that we do not hear anything about

to'l;nhe;e IS just one rerpark I should like
from ‘:he as to something that dropped
in rep] e hon. leader of the Government
the 8)’ to what was said by the leader of
emmepposiglon. The leader of the Gov-
in thism said that there was no want at all
of o ininllntry of independent expression
agitati 10n, and he referred to the present
eron in the Province of Quebec. The
right inOf the Opposition was perfectly
sence | €xpressing his regret at the ab-
POlitica? this country of an independent
of the Séntiment, and I think the leader
back v vernment need not have gone
in depe:éy far to recall cases where that
o hent feeling was effectually crushed
e holtll. gentleman cannot help

% g how 1t was that the opposi-
Ozatgi the last vote of $30,000,000 to the
i :l‘: Pacific Railway was disposed of
t0 that e mdependent' opinion opposed
Kemlemgrant was got rid of. The hon.
Session a: must remember also that last
Parliame Mmeasure was introduced into
. nt which was opposed, I believe,
mem, eer:-gruarters of the Conservative
that jng the House of Commons ; and
ic ependent opinion was got rid of
Course :033;5; kor gthe‘: ; and, look at the
friends. en by the Government gnd

Hon,
Point of

Tememberip,

Mz, CARVELL—I rise to a
order. { do not think my hon.

friend is justified in standing up here and
abusing so large a majority ‘of the other
branch of parliament.

Hon. M. POWER—I am not abusing
them ; I am only pointing out how very
accessible to reason the majority of
them were. h

Hon. Mr. CARVELL—Traducing
them.

Hon. MrR. POWER—No; I am not
traducing them. If my hon. friend can
induce some of his friends to reveal the
secrets of “No. 8,” hon. gentlemen will
see whether I am traducing them or not.
1 think the circumstances which accom-
pany one great expression of independ-
ent opinich are enough to show how
true the words of the leader of the Oppo-
sition were. We have had recently an
independent expression of opiniqn in the
Province of Quebec ; and how has it been
met? Has it been met in a reasonable
way? Was not this expression of opinion,
which may have been rather extreme, but
was kept within constitutional bounds,
met at the very outset by the organ of the
Government in Toronto with the threat to
do away with the constitutional rights and
privileges of the people of Quebec, guar-
anteed by the treaty of 1763 ? That fact
just shows how little the people who
govern this country can understand or ap-
preciate independent expression of opinion.
I hope that as we grow older we shall grow
wiserand growmorelike England. Ithinkit
is very much in the interests of this country
that we should have much more frequent
and general expressions of independent
political opinion; and I only hope that
before we get through this'session we shall
not have striking evidence of the 'large
price that the country shall be called upon
to pay in order to get rid of the recent and
present expression of opinion in the Pro-
vince of Quebec.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—I do not
rise to prolong this debate, and probably
1 should not have risen at all but for some
few remarks of my hon. friend on my right.
Now, as regards reciprocity, my hon.
friend would lead the House to believe that
the Government is opposed to trade with
the United States. He must re-:
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member well, however, our failure to se-
cure it in 1874, when a then distinguished
member of this body went to Washington
to negotiate a reciprocity treaty, and the
conditions which he and his party were
willing to give, although they were con-
sidered too large and not in the interests
of this country.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD—They would
not be approved of, even to-day, by the
Dominion.

Hon. MrR. KAULBACH—True, we
have become self-reliant.  Even after all the
negotiations, we failed—entirely failed—
and we had it then from the leader of that
party in the other House, that we had

"humiliated ourselves enough ; that we
should not again put ourselves in a false po-
sition ; that he should never consent to our
humbling ourselves any more and asking
concessions from the United States in the
manner ‘we had done. That was the con-
dition of affairs at that time, and since
then has there been any reason why we
should approach the United States and
ask for reciprocity, even in the natural
products of the country? When this
country adopted our present system of
protection eight years ago, what did we
do? By Act of Parliament we provided
that whenever the United States were
willing to abolish or reduce the duties on
natural products of the country, our Gov-
ernment should do the same. That in-
ducement has been held out to the United
States for the last eight years—a standing
invitation to extend the commercial rela-
tions of the two countries, and they have
failed to accept it. - Can the Government
of Canada be reproached, or can it be
said that the Government are hostile to
reciprocal trade in the natural products of
the two countries? I say no, because the
country knows well that Parliament has
given that authority : and that policy has
not been challenged, but has been en-
dorsed on two occasions by the people ;

,therefore my hon. friend does not state
the case fairly. He would impress upon
the country a view which is not sustained
by the facts when he would lead the peo-
ple to believe that this Government is
opposed to a reciprocity treaty. I pro-
bably should not have risen at all on this
‘occasion, but when statements were pro-
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mulgated by my hon. friend which have a
tendency to mislead the minds of the
people, and make them believe as facts
things that do not exist, I felt myself
bound to expose such falacies. I do not
intend to follow the whole discussion of
my hon. friend. It seems to me that
although there is prosperity and substan-
tial progress in the country my hon. friend
from Halifax sees nothing but adversity
and black ruin everywhere. As regards
the harvest he has very little to say, or as
to the prosperity that prevails amongst the
farmers. I know that that prosperity is
widespread throughout the Dominion,
and it is admitted that agriculture is the
basis of all our industries—our very
existence depends upon it. The manu-
facturers have to depend largely on the
raw products of the farm, and although
we have had a good harvest, my hon.
friend had not a word of encouragement
on that subject, but says that the prosper-
ity of the Maritime Provinces is dimin-
ished. I fail to see it. He refers to the
lands in Nova Scotia as having depreciated
in value. It may be the case in Halifax,
but the prosperity of Halifax is not the
prosperity of the whole Province. Halifax
at one time had a monopoly of the trade
of Nova Scotia ; the whole Province came
to trade with Halifax; but now each
little town imports direct from the Old
Country instead of buying from Halifax
merchants, and can sell cheaper than the
Halifax merchants.

_Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD—AnNd smalt
villages are rising everywhere ?

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—VYes, and
they are flourishing. I say that the pros-
perity of Lunenburg never was greater
than it is at the present day, although
money is scarce and in demand. Prop-
erty in Lunenburg which ten years ago
was not worth $1 is to-day worth $ro.
Our fisheries have been very productive ;
but the trouble is we have had poor mar-
kets for our fish in consequence of the
abrogation of the Fishery Clauses of the
Washington Treaty by the United States,
and depression of trade—and sugars in
the West Indies. T believe however that
the time will come when the United
States will have to crave of us the privi-
lege of resorting to our fishing grounds.
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g};‘; ‘t;nencal.l dealers will soon find that
sufficie Mot in their own waters catch
d thm 1o supply their own markets,
they h e American people will find that
fish ‘:,ve to pay too high a price for their
intothe % Will then be able to send our fish
Protect; hited Statesinthe faceof theirhigh
With the duty, and compete successfully
marketse Amengan fishermen in the
aditiy, of their own country. In
Ia n to that we are opening up
esterge trade with the people of
send (:'n Canada. ~We find that we can
send t}‘:r fish up this far, and soon we will
terior Fm very much further into the in-
est of the country. Our great North-
ing Wil find also that instead of allow-
Mdl Dited States fish dealers to be the
the L: men to pack and sell the. fish of
selven wer Prov:pces we can do it our-
of ne’ and send it to other markets. We,
€cessity, are becoming alive to the im-
Open';l'nce of encouraging that industry and
that ;“g Up new markets, and I believe
asht‘l the end, instead of having to go to

v va;ngton and humble ourselves there
to com}ng the Umted States authorities
wi né‘\}le‘ the Fishery Treaty, that they
t0 us fo 1t in their own interest to come
waters il‘ the right of free fishing in our
nited n exchangs: for free markets in the
frieng }?tates. I differ from my hon.
dig Wrw en he says that this Government
ermen‘)tng In allowing United States fish-
gation 0‘; fish in our waters after the gbro-
ested in ﬁthe Treaty. I am deeply inter-
ount sheries myself, The people of the
catch YhO{ Lunenburg, from which T come,
the Py alt the fish that is exported from
direct] Ovince _Of‘Nova Scotia, and I am
in thatyb and indirectly largely interested
ere wranch of industry. The feeling
ﬁsheriesas that if we had protected our
sherru and routed the United States
we WOLII:; after the lapse of the Treaty,
o not be In a fair position to ne-

e felt tgf 2 continuance of the Treaty.
e nat if we granted that concession
only azlt would be a step towards not
townewal of thfa fisheries Treaty, but
larger scal;ds securing reciprocity on a
ment ha; €. We felt that the Govern-
of provers done their duty ; that instead
the Uni :i“g the hostility of the people of
eXpense fo ﬁStates, and incurring enormous
done be t out a marine police, they have

tter by extending the olive branch

and showing a disposition to meet the
American Government half way. I hope
that our neighbors will' yet have a
better mind on this subject. - I believe
the vast majority of the people of United
States, have -not yet looked into the
matter. The fishing people in Gloucester
and Cape Ann, and along the shores of
the Eastern States have been aggressive
on this question, but the time is coming
when the whole of the people of the
United States will become alive to the
importance of this watter, and will see
that they are being heavily taxed to put
money in the pockets of a few fishermen

in the Eastern States. In this connection I
hope that the Washington Government will
be generous enough to return to us the
moneys they have taken from us unfairly
in the shape of duties on fish, since the
abrogation of the treaty, and I draw the
attention of the Government to that point.

Our fisheries this year have been prosper-
ous; the catch was large, but in conse-
quence of a want of good markats the
fishermen are no better off than they were
at an earlier period of the fishing season.

The country must see that we are not now
and have not been for the last year, ina
position to ask the United States to con-
tinue the treaty. The late administration
in the United States, we know, was adverse
to the Fishery Treaty. Both branches of
Congress had given notice that they in-
tended to terminate the treaty. We could
not approach them and ask them to stultify
their own action. We knew better than
that ; we knew that a general election was
coming offin the United States ; that there
was a hostile feeling in certain quarters
against everything British, and both of the
great political parties felt that they could
not take up this important question, Party
lines were drawn so closely it was felt that
if they touched any one industry or . pre-
judiced any particular class in the United
States it might prejudice the elections, and
we could not ask anything from them.

But when the new President of the
United States said he would recom-
mend to Congress not only free fish-
ing and free markets, but a general ex-
tension of reciprocal trade between the
two countries—I say when we had such a
suggestion from the new President of the
United States, who had the support of a
large and influential party in Congress,
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this Government would have been re-
creant to the great fishing interests of the
country had they made themselves hostile
to the people of the United States, and
disregarded these manifestations of better
feeling on the part of the United States
Government. I- think our Government
have acted wisely and well, although it has
resulted in a temporary injuty to our fish-
ermen. The fishermen themselves feel
that the Government have acted wisely,
and in the interests of that great and
important branch of the industries of the
lower provinces. Our fishermen main-
tain a spirit of self reliance ; they hold of
right waters teeming with fish along 1,200
miles of coast. Half of the fish taken by
the Americans have been within our lines.
Hampered as the fishermen of the neigh-
boring country will be for want of bait and
supplies, they cannot for long hold a mo-
nopoly of their own fish market. Fifty
millions of people will not for long con-
sent to pay the increased price that the
duty imposes on them, and ere long they
will be asking, possibly in vain, for the
concessions that they now refuse ;-and if
we cannot now obtain by amicable means,
and mutual concessions, mutual benefits
—if our neighbors object to a continuance
of the treaty, the greatest loss will be
theirs, and our fishermen will, I trust,
reap a harvest in the sale of their fish at en-
hanced prices. One thing at least is certain,
“our fishermen will not be robbed of their
birthright. They have reprsentatives here
and in the other branch of Parliament
who are alive to their inerests. They are
assured in the Speech before us, as well
as by the action of this Government in the
past, that their rights and interests will be
finnly and efficiently protected.

With regard to the falling off in the
trade with the West Indies, we know that
it has been caused by the competition of.

- beet-root sugar with the product of the
West India Islands. When the people
there could not sell their sugars, of course
they could not buy our fish, and our trade
suffered as the natural result. Other
branches of trade, however, are fairly
prosperous. Money is plentiful at low
rates—in fact there is too much money at
present throughout the Dominion at tco
low interest to please the banks. Dis-
counts are low, and, consequently, the
banks complain of poor tinies ; but when

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH.

the banks complain it is not always a sign
that the country is not prospering. My
hon. friend complains that the condition
of the Maritime Provinces is retrograding.
For my part I do *not believe it. If he
compares the progress and the condition of
the Lower Provinces to-day with the con-
dition of the provinces before Confedera-
tion, he will find that there is no unfavor-
able comparison. The most sanguine
expectations of the people of eighteen
years ago have been surpassed. Take
Nova Scotia for instance. At that time
we had no communication with this con-
tinent except by water ; we had no rail-
ways ; we had no communication with the
Western Provinces, and had to depend
entirely on the United States and West
Indies for a market. We then felt that
without trade with the United States we
could not exist. Happily—with Confed-
eration—all this has changed.

As regards the Pacific Railway, my
hon. friend, the would be leader of the
Opposition here, has very little to say.
He was one of the pessimists from
the first; he decried everything; he
contended that all the money we
loaned to the Pacific Railway Co. was so
much given to them. The Canadian
Pacific Railway Company, I believe are
now able and ready to repay their loan.
The completion of that road has produced
a new and mighty era in this country,
fraught with benefits yet beyond our reali-
zation. My hon. friend alongside of me
said that we went too fast and should not
have built the road around Lake Superior.
Contemplate, hon. gentlemen, what would
have been the position of the North-West
and Manitoba last spring if it had not been
for the completion of the Pacific Railway
round the north of Lake Superior. The
necessity for that railroad was demon-
strated when we had the trouble in the
North-West. Had it not been for that
railway what would have become of the
settlers throughout the Territories? Had
we followed the policy of the late Govern-
ment with regard to the Pacific Railway
it would not have been completed for
many years to come. In fact, the Govern-
ment had no confidence in themselves, in
their country or in their party, and what
they sought to do one year, they undid the
next. Their railway scheme, halfland and
half water, certainly would not have been
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2:;;‘1:::?: and we must feel that by the

Ominiwn of the Pacific Railway the
dateq on as a whole has been consoli-
into §t fand new life has been infused
Now thl’Om ocean to ocean.  We feel
neverwat Canada is a counery  that it
contin ould have been without the trans-
: €ntal railway ; we feel that the civil-
lmpol-‘:orld has been awakened to our
the reance’ and has been talking about
SUC(:%sszful enterprise which has been so
we wil ;i] ly carried through, and ere long
olumb; nd that the Province of British
es 12 will stand as high in the

timat; 2
fltmatlon of the Dominion as well as
old ¢ Em_Plre at large, as any of the
€r provinces.

€ hon.

spoke of the gentleman from Halifax

eficits : Intergolonial Railw'ay, the
ing of In the receipts, and the discharg-
Some of the employes. Not more
nolmiegear ago the hon. gentleman de-
the ghe‘ Government for not carrying
Mmerci) usiness of that railway on com-
shoylq bI::mmples, ;md contended that it
cial e treated like any other commer-
Nterprise.  When the Government
down (;ne that, and has attempted to cut
plaing Ome of the expenditure, he com-
impra and says it is unwise and
sﬁrvicg:r to discharge laborers whose
on, g Were  not necessary. My

" should cend Is not the gentleman who
on co omplain of the railway being run
mmercia} principles. I may remark
rcolonial Railway should be

that the Jnge
3S nearly as possible on commercial

pFinCiP]eS, but
ighway for first and foremost as a

e who| the trade and commerce of
essentia] te Domm;on. 1 believe it is
efficien) O us tha it should be operated
matter é’hﬂo matter what its cost, and no
People fat the deficit may be. The
always cg the Maritime Provinces are
high alt}:"P\ammg of the rates being too
duceq y ough the Government has re-
Carryin fen) below the actual cost of
other, g rel;ght from one Province to an-
only should not have spoken to-day,
Whon heconsxdere<_i that my hon. friend,
NOt haye as nothing else to say, should
insﬁt\ltionrun down our country and its
there oo~ 2nd led us to believe that
North.ws anger of another rising in the
would n:ts;)eor that otherwise troops

g€ ex Sent to the North West at a

Pense.  Although it is the right of

the Opposition to adversely criticize every-
thing that may possibly be prejudicial to
the interests of the country, it should be
guided first and above party by feelings
of true patriotism. When the hon. gentle-
man tells us that there is danger of an-
other rebellion in the North-West, other-
wise we would not send out troops, he
must see that it is only right and proper
that the country should be prepared for
such an event. We had a lesson last
year that has cost us a good deal
of money—millions of dollars. It
cost us a great deal that we treasure
more than money, and now having been
forewarned, although we do not believe
the whispers of alarm, and the Govern-
ment do not anticipate any trouble, yet it
is necessary that we should be on our
guard, and in a position to preserve the
peace of the country. It will show that
we are cautious and watchful, that we pos-
sess the power to enforce the protection
of life, property and civil rights everywhere
throughout the Dominion. It is not fair
when we expect such a large influx of im-
migration in this country, and when we
should be in a position to satisfy people
who come here that their lives and pro--
perty are safe, that any such cries and
alarms should be promulgated. I am at
least glad to hear my hon. friend from
Halifax endorse some remarks which fell
from the hon. member from Winnipeg.
We always listen to that hon. member with
great pleasure when he speaks. To-day his
1emarks gave me more than usual pleasure,
because of the cool and calm manner in
which he stated the case of the North-
West. He is himself a resident and a
representative of that country and by race;
and religion, in heart and soul, with
that people ; he knows the wants of the
people there and what is best for them,
and I am sure the counsel which he has
given us cannot fail to have a good effect
not only on this House, but on a por-
tion of the population of the Province
of Quebec, violently excited as they hive
been at the administration of justice.
During last summer they expressed them-
selves against the Government for admin-
istering justice impartially and aliowing
the law to take its course. We hear no
more the cry of French domination. The
hon: member from Manitoba has shown
the people of the Province of Quebec that
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the course pursued by the Government in
that matter has been impartial, wise
and judicious, and necessary to the peace,
order and general benefit of the country.

Hon. MrR. HAYTHORNE—This de-
bate has certainly taken a very wide range,
and I think I perceive a feeling of weari-
ness on the part of the House and a de-
sire to bring it to a close. I certainly
shall not extend it if I can avoid
doing so. It seems to me to have
brought forward some features which are
agreeable and some of a contrary charac-
ter. Amongst the former I may allude
with pleasure and satisfaction to the refer-
ence made by the hon. gentleman from
Manitoba, to the baptism in the peniten-
tiary there, a scene most graphically des-
cribed by him, and one which, it occurs
to me, might afford a subject for a painter
or a poet, and a subject of gratification
for Christian men of all countries. There
was another pleasing episode in this de-
bate—an allusion made by the hon. mem-
ber from Halifax to the presence amongst
us to-day of the leader of the Government.
I myself have often had occasion to
recognize the courtesy with which my
complaints are listened to ; and so far as
that hon. gentleman is able, they have
been attended to ; but we know that one
minister does not run the whole Gov-
ernment. I am sure my honourable
friend will readily remedy any grievance
brought to his notice by the representa-
tives of the province from which I come,
1 hope that better times for my province
may not be so far off as they seemed to
be some time ago. Coming to the differ-
ent paragraphs of the Address, I think the
" common custom of congratulating Parlia-
ment and the public upon the harvest is
one which requires to be carefully hand-
led. 1tis but rare in a country of such
extent as this Dominion of ours, that the
harvest is universally abundant. 1 have
myself before now smarted under similar
treatment. Perhaps in Ontario or the
western portion of Canada the harvest has
been everything the agriculturist could
desire, while with us we have had
a sunless summer, poor wheat, in-
ferior grain and potatoes. Under
these circumstances, to be congratulated
on the excellent harvest is rather trying to
one’s patriotism. On this uccasion how-
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ever, I may safely say that the harvest in
Prince Edward Island was unusually good
last year. The season was a.favorable
one from end to end, and the consequence
was that we had good wheat, barley and.
potatoes—perhaps the best wheat and
potatdes we have had for a number of
years ; but it seems to me there is a slight
incongruity in the terms of the clause to
which I have referred. It is scarcely
ground for congratulating an agricultural
country like Canada that it has merely a
sufficient harvest. The farmers of Ca-
nada are, I take it, to a great extent still
wheat growers, and to grow only what is
sufficient for home consumption would
certainly not be encouraging to them.
They look to the sales of wheat and other
grains for their returns, and if their harvest
is barely sufficient, and prices are as at the
present time very low, there are very
slight grounds for congratulation on that
account. Then again, as regards the agri-
cultural interests, we know, besides poor
markets for corn, cattle bring very low
prices at present, and they barely remune-
rate those who undertake to transport
them to European market for sale. The
inference at the close of this paragraph is,
I think, questionable indeed——that pros-
perity and substantial progress abound.
It does seem to me that prosperity and
tangible progress in the country naturally
lead to the conclusion that contentment
and satisfaction prevail with its Govern-
ment, but I do not think that can be said
to be of universal application, or even
very partial application at this time in the
Dominion. We know for instance that
the Province of Quebec is not in the hap-
piest mood possible. We know in On-
tario, there are many causes of discontent
between the Government and the people,
and we can hardly say that the result has
been prosperity and progress in these
instances.  Referring to my own prov-
ince, I can say the same; I say
that contentment with the Government
and its measures does not exist there ;
on the contrary, discontent is rife. If I
made this statement on my own authority
merely, or on the authority of the party
press of the country, hon. gentlemen might
naturally challenge my statement ; but I
make it upon authority which I think no
member of this House will question—on
the authority of the Local Government
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géiVe:he Local Legislature. The Local
hment and the majority of the

stri gislature are of the same political
Ottayy as the Government of the day at
not di‘:and consequentlytheyare certainly
things Posed to take a very hard view of
mans, Yet, ?vhat do we ﬁpd? Not
ayl'weeks since a deputation of the
ity on 1 l:)‘{err}ment passed through this
Zrievan €lr way to England to lay their
avin ces at the foot of the Throne.
in thg tried 1 the Local Legislature and
theiri Dominion Parliament, through
ment etpresentatlves, to secure a fulfil-
. of the terms of Confederation, or

o ernearest approach thereto possible
effect Present circumstances, without
Carry’thth'ey have taken the last step to
Throy eir complalpts to the foot of the
With tel; If that indicates contentment
very € Government of the day it is a
For ‘:‘range sort of contentment indeed.
now t);]paurt, I hope that, as T hinted just
diffiey ‘¢ beginning of the end of these
antig; ties is nearer at hand than we once
to foupated’ and therefore I do not care
in q t‘{‘v up this question at present more
etail, especially as I have given notice
to.day which will enable me

;);a Motion
allude to it more at large in a very

shOl't time_

Tefers io the second paragraph, which
orth. V(S)' the late insurrection in the
matter i:st, 1t cannot be otherwise than a
thinkin 0! congratulation to every right-
een g man that the insurrection has
g liglllt down. At the same, time there
POrtione f4.'1lscordance between the first
nal of the second clause and the
tion h;.):rtb of it.  That the insurrec-
een put down is undoubt-

an g itais fit subject for congratulation,
of the €qually certain that it is the duty
cautions Overnment to adopt such pre-
Present _fyhar{angements as will assure the
Settlers lnf abitants, as well as intending
diaurb;: efficient protection against all
<learly | }:;3- Thg duties which are so
o %l down in this clause as necess-
been disc% performed now should have
ecautia arged years ago and had these
it is Tike) ns been in force before last year,
Surrect] y there would have been no in-
‘woulg O Or if any had taken place it
cult chprobably have been of a less diffi-
N aracter to deal with and resulted
0ss of life and property and pro-

bably less expense to the Dominion than
was the case. I see also in other clauses
of this Address further reason to take
this ground. For instance I see several
measures suggested, some not for the first
time, others which are necessary no doubt
and some which should have been adopt-
ed before, rather than after the occasion
which has given rise to them—I allude to
the proposed amendment to the judiciary
system. We all know what the opinion
of the French element in the Dominion
was respecting the court which tried an
unfortunate man to whom I scarcely care
to allude at the present time. That
amendment is desirable now, but if it had
been made two or three years ago, it is
quite probable that we should not have
seen those painful reprieves which I think
were one of the hardest additions to the
sentence of the court which that unfor-
tunate man finally underwent.

I can cordially concur in all that has
been said on this side of the House with
reference to the completion of the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway. 1 never was one
of those who objected to the carrying of
that road round the north shore of Lake
Superior. 1 saw that if that road was to
be of any real service to us on an occasion
such as that of last year when our very
existence as a Dominion might depend
upon the speedy and safe transport of mili-
tary armaments to the North-West, it
must be an allrail route through Cana-
dian territory. Our very existence as a
Dominion might have been annihilated
had we no means of transporting men
through our own territory. I remember
the occasion of the former outbreak in the
North-West, when difficulties occurred as
to the transport of our men and military
stores at Sault Ste. Marie.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—Will
my honourable friend permit me to inter-
rupt him for a moment to make an explan-
ation about the reprieve granted to Riel ?
I think it would be regrettable if an er-
roneous impression were to go abroad on
that subject. The first reprieve was to
enable him to appeal to the Privy Coun-,
cil, and ample time was given, as we sup-
posed, to carry his case to the foot of the
Throne. It turned out that the papers
which were necessary had -not been sent
by his counsel, and the second reprieve
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was granted to enable him to send the
papers to England. That also was grant-
ed at the instance of his counsel. The
third reprieve was granted because it was
desired by many persons that there should
be a medical examination of the prisoner
before the execution ; so that all the re-
prieves were granted, not at the instance
of the Crown, but at the request of the
prisoner’s counsel.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE—T regret
having alluded to the question at all, but
it always has occupied a prominent posi-
tion in my mind that in addition to un-
dergoing the sentence of death he under-
went all the anticipatory horrors of it. We
know in holy writ that that has been
pointed out to us, the bitterness of death
—that man underwent it three times over.

Hon. SiIr ALEX. CAMPBELL—TIt is
very regrettable, but if we had refused it,
what would have been the case then ?

HonN. MrR. HAYTHORNE—T express-
ed my regret that I was led to allude to
the subject ac all under the circumstances,
not because its effect is in any way weak-
ened in my mind, but because I do not
feel myself in a position to go fully into
the question and discuss the point as to
how far the Government of the day were
in a position to come to a proper decision
upon Ricl’s case.

1 was speaking of the Canadian Pacific
Railway and saying that I thought it was
a subject for congratulation that it runs. its
whole course through our own territory ;
that we are not likely to incur any future
danger by inability to transmit military
stores or anything of that kind. That [
think is a subject of very great importance.
I felt, myself, though I could not always
concur in the modes adopted by the Gov-
ernment in granting contracts and finding
funds for that great work, that still it was a
thing which every Canadian, particularly
men advanced in life like myself, would
be glad to live to see completed ; and I
do think it is a matter of - congratulation
for us all, young and old-—that the young
will have before them during the coming
years the means of easy and rapid trans-
port across the continent, and the old that
they have seen what was regarded almost
as a dream become a reality.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL,

I must say a few words, at the risk of -
wearying the House, about this Fisheries
question. I do so because it intimately
concerns the prosperity of many of my
constituents and many of my immediate
neighbors. I do so because the last two
winters just previous to the opening of
Parliament I had been called on to attend
meetings of the fishermen and farmers in
my neighborhood.and to obtain their sen-
timents on these points. I recollect not
many weeks ago I was at such a meeting.
On this occaston the discussion did not
refer to a renewal of the treaty with the
United States, because it was understood
at that time that good hopes prevailed
that the negotiations would lead to a de-
sirable result ; but on the previous year
that point was fully discussed, and the men
present there, fishermen and farmers, and
others, expressed the opinion very clearly
that they would prefer a renewal of the
old reciprocity treaty to any other arrange-
ment that could be made; but if that
could not be ohtained they would prefer
a renewal of the arrangement abrogated
last year, which gave rise to the conces-
sions made by the Government of the day
to the Americans. Then followed the
question—What alternative do you suggest
in case neither can be obtained ? In that
case they said *““There is no alternative
except to exclude the Americans of the
United States outside of the Three Miles
limit. There were present on that occa-
sion some warm supporters of the Gov-
ernment, one gentleman particularly, who
had just been returned for the county in
the Government interest. I rose to my
feet on this being stated, and pointed out
to those present that at this time—and it
is still the case—a most friendly state of
feeling exists between the United States
and the British Empire ; and that it was
‘most important that this desirable feeling
should not be disturbed if possible by any
action of ours. This renders, of course,
the treatment of the Fisheries question the
more difficult, because we know, however
valuable and important our fisheries are,
it is still more important that a good un-
derstanding should be maintained between
‘Great. Britain, Canada and the Unitedi
States. We are able, I believe, to appre-
ciate the very difficult position that the -
Government occupy to-day ; still I cannot

acquit them of want of timely attention to



. The [MARCH 1, 1886] Address.

43

thi .
eshls :gglect, 2and of abandoning our inter-
there hastily last year, because I think
thery Was another course still open. to
Aot er heard, not many hours ago, in
r place, that the Dominion of
ble it s:] ff:ould not demean itself and hum-
ea -to ask the United States to renew
dec; dgj or an arrangement which they had
gated ai, their Congress should be abro-
e G as that necessary ? Could not
overnment of Canada have said to
Overnment of the United States :
an have decided to abrogate that
mg:ment which has been in operation
to reney years. Now we do not ask you
Teney wahat you have said you will not
quﬁnc’e ut we call upon you in conse-
It res to propose an alternative measure.
ure w?].wlth you now to propose a mea-
anger ich will prevent unpleasant and
en ous colhsxons_ between your fisher-
— and the marine police which we
ang toelitabhsh to preserve our fisheries
Ten g, eep sacred to the use of our fish-
alwa e three mile line which we have
¥s claimed, ”

was f:'tl was the course which I think
hagq w“’ Y open to the Government, and
it e Dl?ch theUnited States in that
iQVedon I'think we should have been re-
incyy n°f the expense which we have to
ingnessow' It would have shown a will-
Course ’:)n our part to adopt another
the lik’it oligh it might not be as much to
Provin ng of the fishermen of the Lower
iﬁzsoafst;hat uf;h[ilch they hadthefore.

: ese fishermen neighbors of
m‘:‘:‘of‘)f I reside .within a fewg miles of
Upon 5 them—TI shall not just now touch
later another grievance of theirs, because
10 the session I shall probably take

‘i’fﬂﬁsmn to give a notice of motion upon

th

©
ou

I S:Ve cursorily touched upon certain
in €s which are mentioned in the suc-
very liSmpal’ag_rzvtphs, and there remains
Tention .e which I think it necessary to
i8 nop all but there is one subject which
in uded to in this Address, and con-
takeq © "ich I regret no notice has been
Itis not a very pleasant subject,
People fa very impprtant one, and the
their Of my province have learned to
€08t in lost lives, money and ' busi-
’auim_yw Important it is. I alludetoa
' this

bllt it is

SUbJ:e?t-the spread of small-pox
Mminion—and I regret that the

Government have not seen fit to mention
that subject or announce that they are
prepared to deal with. it as a Dominion
measure, and take such precautions as will
in future prevent the spread of the dis-
ease.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—Tt is
not a Dominion subject ; we have not the
power to deal with it.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE—I am quite
aware of that doctrine. I once brought
that subject up on a former occasion when
our province suffered severely, and I felt
it my duty to call the attention of the
House to the subject. I was answered
then that it was #/fra vires, but a member
of the then existing Government, and a
medical man himself, I was clearly inform-
ed, held different views as to its being
ultra vires. And supposing it is wltra
vires, is it not necessary that application
should be made to the proper quarter in
order to put it within the power of this
Dominion to enact uniform laws for the
preservation of the health of its subjects ?
I would just ask the hon. gentlemen who
I know is candid and competent to form
a decision upon it, of what use is 1t to any
province to have suitable sanitary arrange-
ments, good laws with regard to the pre-
vention of disease and to arrest it when
unhappily it does appear, if such a disease
as small-pox is actually propagated in an
adjoining province? Nothing except a
law of universal application such as pre-
vails in Great Britain, and which has had
the result of nearly stamping out that once
fatal and disgusting disease, will suffice.
In our province we took vigorous measures
on its appearance—a little late perhaps —
but even so we lost many valuable lives.

'Qur business matters were arrested at

a most important season of the year
and finally we incurred a vast deal of
expense, all of which might have been
prevented had there existed a Dominion
law which would have made the spread of
small-pox a matter of impossibility. ¥
think that it is a subject well worthy the
attention of the Government. The local
sanitary precautions which are taken will
be useless so long as there exists a nidus
for the propagation of disease. I regret
that the member of the medical profession
who supported me on a former occasion
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when I brought this subject to the notice
of the House is no longer with us. He
was carried to his rest. He was highly
respected and held views similar to those
which I have expressed to-day on this
subject.  Should such a precautionary
measure prove to be absolutely beyond
the powers of Parliament I do think, in
the interests of all the Provinces, it is well
worth the attention of the Government
that power should be sought to deal with
those diseases in the same way that they
are dealt with in Great Britain. I would
just make one more allusion to this ; the
bills of mortality in the metropolis of
England frequently show perhaps one and
sometimes not a single case of small-pox
amongst the 4,000,000 of people in that
great city ; yet it is accessible to all the
world ; but whenever a case of small-pox
does occur there instead of leaving it to
" fructify, as it unhappily does in some in-
stances amongst ourselves, it is immediate-
ly isolated. I have mentioned this sub-
Ject because I think it is one of great
public importance—all important certainly
to our Province because we have smarted
from its infliction on several occasions.
I have perhaps intruded too long on the
House, observing as I did when I rose an
apparent desire for a cessation of the
debate, and thanking you for your kind
attention I will close my address.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE moved that
the debate be adjourned until to-morrow,

The motion was agreed to.
~ "The Senate adjourned at 6 o’clock.
THE SENATE.
Tuesday, March 2nd, 1886.

The SPEAKER took the chair at
“Three o’clock.

Prayers and routine proceedings.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Bill (A) “Ar Act to make further pro-

provision respecting summary proceedings
before justices and other magistrates. (Mr.
Gowan.)

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE.

Bill (B) “An Act to make further pro-
vision respecting pawnbrokers. ( Mr
Gowan.) ‘

THE ADDRESS.
THE DEBATE CONTINUED,

The order of the day having been cal-’
led,—Resuming adjourned debate on the
motion of the Hon. Mr. Bolduc, for an:
address to His Excellency the Governor
Genera), in answer to His Excellency’s
Speech in opening the Fourth Session of
the Fifth Parliament,—

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE said :(—
When I heard the words which fell from
the lips of His Excellency the Governor-
General at the opening of the Sessior, I
decided to take no part in the debate on
the Address beyond registering my protest
against the conduct of the administration
which has continued from yeartoyearduring
the past eight years, to systematically de-
prive the French minority of this Domin-
ion of their constitutional right to have or
the Treasury Benches in each of the two
Chambers a Minister speaking their lan-
guage. But the debate which has since
taken place renders it necessary that I
should speak. Last year the resolutions
in reply to the Speech from the Throne
were proposed in the House of Commons,
as well as in the Senate, by gentlemen
speaking the English language, in contra-
vention of an arfangement made at the
time of Confederation, and also contrary
to the spirit of the constitution, which
recognizes two official languages. This
year the Government have found in the
Senate one of my compatriots ready to
defend its policy, but in the Commons I
am well pleased to observe that the Gov-
ernment, has not been able to find a soli-
tary member prepared to assume the
responsibility of endorsing the present
administration of the affairs of the country.
In fact it ought to be difficult to finda
Catholic, either French or Irish—to find
even a patriotic English or Scotch Pro-
testant, devoted to his country and
possessed of that spirit of fair play which
characterizes these powerful races—who
would consent to share the burden which
weighs so heavily on the shnulders of the
Government of the day, and to wear the
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T
“’em'Z of the First Minister, who has be-
and ta traitor towards his old friends
which O;Iards the Conservative flag,
tered 4.° has destroyed and scat-
Gent], to the four winds of heaven.
%vere['nen may think that T am rather
the ]e In using such expressions towards
®ader of the so-called Conservative
¥ excuse for so doing is the fact
e borrowed this language from a
Vered | of the hon. Premier himself deli-
had 3 In the Commons during the time I
car Seat there some thirteen or fourteen
S 2g0, when having been abandoned
ha, dsfime of his friends from Ontario he
Tenc D TESIgN.  Sir John had then no good
the M 10 5o ill-treat friends who thought
1 hZ‘,Could hot honestly follow him. But
to.q. C B0od reason to use this language
ree :;ly When T recall the support which he
“Ived from Lower Canada before Con-
Cration, and when I find him now,
“p“ he thinks be can do without our
ﬂueﬁon’ endeavoring to destroy our in-
Onceci and to realize what was attempted
ath efore at the suggestion of Lord
the am.  That attempt failed through
joinsgtn?txsm of Baldwin and others who
is oo With Lafontaine and aided him in
Patriotic efforts to avert the evil. I
Pro COme to the subject with which I
DOse to deal, and I will show how Sir
1 has treated us, . :
on :l?l)re Confederation Sir John Mac-
nad Was in a minority in Upper
Upon ﬁ’,and he was obliged to rely
did re] wer Canada for his majority. He
fiithfuly Upon us, and we have always been
tion w to him. * With disinterested devo-
him ﬁ.sustam.ed him. In fact we made
is o hat he is. How has he displayed

that | hav

ponir::i‘“de? Let us examine that im-
Disheq ?llslestlon in the light which is far-

: by public documents. The
Pro]e‘(;t of confederation of the Provinces
Scoti:x;,ada’ New Brunswick and Nova
the pr. ad scarcely been understood, and
the T POrtion of the population speaking
fully Nglish language had not yet been
Sir JO*;‘SCertamed when the hatred which
us Cathn Macdonald had displayed against
which hOth and Frenchmen in 1849, and
Wards, 1 had allowed to slumber after-
arrests, Q ame aroused. His plans were
1865 o He masked his batteries. In
hr.“nitgl'- political chiefs having decided

the provinces to which I have

referred, met and adopted the basis of
Confederation in the form of certain
resolutions. In submitting them to the
Legislature of Canada for their considera-
tion, Sir John and his colleagues in the-
Cabinet declared that these resolutions
could not be amended, and that they
must either be adopted or rejected in toto.
Some of these resolutions in particular
aroused the ‘suspicion of Catholics and.
French-Canadians, and were only adopted
after the most solemn promises had been
made on the honor of ministers. In con-
firmation of this, I would refer you to the
official report of the Confederation De-
bates. The Imperial Act was passed and:
our delegates returned to this country and
proceeded to organize the new system of
government. ~ It was convenient, in order -
to conform to the spirit of the constitu-
tion and the state of our society, that
the Executive should be composed of
thirteen ministers—five from Ontario,
four from Quebec, and four from
the Maritime Provinces. Three of
the ministers from Quebec should be
of French origin, and one of them should
be in the Senate. In 1871, in reference
to the New Brunswick School Act, an in-
iquitous law directed against Catholics,
Sir John, in his capacity as Minister of
Justice, made a report to the Governor
General, recommending that the disallow-
ance of that law, demanded by the Catho-
lics, should not take place, because, as he
said, the law, though oppressive to the
majority in the province, was canstitution-
al, as New Brunswick had not, before the-
Union, any law which recognized separate
schools. Sir John added on that occasion.
that he was opposed to any intervention
in the legislation of the provinces, unless
it was w/tra wvires or prejudicial Yo the
general interests of the Dominion. Qur
Catholic fellow-citizens of New Brunswick
found it hard to stand such a rude blow.
On the 20th May, 1872, Mr. Costigan
demanded in the House of Commons the-
repeal of that law, and on that occasion I
rose and said, amongst other things, the
following :

¢ Sir Jobn Macdonald having reached Eng--
land, mocked the Catholics and trampled
under his feet his promises, his agreements
and his h-nor. * * * He dared to change
the 43rd resolution, which provided that the:

legislatures of the two Canadas should not-
bave the right to-deprive minorities of the-
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rights or privileges which they possessed at
the time of the union. His Grace Mgr.
Connolly, Archbishop of Halifax, having
gove to England, pointed out, with reason,
that the advantages conferred on the minori-
tiee in Upper and Lower Canada by the 43rd
resolufion should be extended also to the
minorities in the other provinces. Knowing
that Nova Scotia and New Brunswick had no
law which recognized separate schools, and
that in those provinces they had only certain
usages or customs, Sir John, in acceding to
the demand of the Archbishop, took care to
add these words: ¢ Guaranteed or imposed by
law,’ atter the words ° rights and privileges,’
thus rendering illusiory the favor which he
retended to grant to this Prince of our
Shurch. And it ie after having thus acted,
that the first Minister (Sir John) recommends
that the New Brunswick school acts be not
disallowed, because, as he says, there was not
in -that province prior to the union any law
on that subject.”

Some time afterwards the Government
disallowed an act passed by the Legislature
of Ontario know as the ‘Streams Act;”
it was a law which was in point of fact
constitutional, and which contained no-
thing detrimental to the general interests
of the Dominion, but which had the mis-
fortune to interfere with the private inter
ests of certain potitical friends of Sir John
in Ontario. (Vide the Journals of the
House of Commons.) In this last instance
Sir John, to sarve the material and per-
sonal interests of certain of his friends,
did that which he had previously refused
to do to render justice to 50,000 Catholics
in New Brunswick, even when it was de-
manded by a million and a-half of their
co-religionists.

It the Confederation Debates in 1865
the Catholic members of the Legislature
of Canada frequently manifested their fears
and apprehensions as to the position which
they would occupy under the new consti-
tution,’ with regard to a question so impor-

- tant in their eyes as that of marriage. Sir
John and -his colleagues made the most
solemn promises and pledged their honor
—they even guaranteed in writing that
they would take care to leave to the local
legislature the entire jurisdiction over this
important subject. Asa matter of fact
we find at page 388 of the English edition
of the Confederation Debates, that the
Government of Sir John speaking through
the Hon. H. L. Langevin, said :—

¢The hon. member asks the Government
what they mean by the word ¢marriage’
placed in the constitution. * * ¢ * ¢

‘HoN. Mr. BELLEROSE.

I will reply to the hon. member as catagoris .
cally aep yt-xlsible. * ® * * * The word
marriage has been placed in the constitutionsl -
measure to give the Federal Parliament the
right to declare what shall be marriages
wﬁich shall be considered as valid throughout
the extent of the Confederation, without touch"
ing for that purpose, to the least extent in the
world, upon the dogmas or rites of the denomt*
nations to which the contracting parties be
long. The fact is that it all consists in this:
the central parliament will have power to
decide that all marriages contracted in Upper
Canada, in contormity with the laws of the
country in which they are contracted, shall
be considered as valid in lower Canada in
case the married couple shall go there to live.”

In 1882 a measure entitled a bill con-
cerning marriage with a deceased wife's
sister was submitted to the Federal Par-
liament for its consideration. Objections
were taken to the constitutional right of
this parliament to legislate on the subject
of marriage. The attention of Sir John
and his colleagues in the Cabinet was
called to the solemn engagements which
they had undertaken in 1865 on this ques-
tion, and they were shown the written
pledge to which I have referred. The
Government replied, through the Minister
of Justice, as follows :—

““The day when we made these promises,
or when we undertook those engagements, is
gone by; we have to-day to act, not according
to what we wished to do then, but according
to what we have to do now. (Senate
Debates of 1882.) In other words, he says:
*“ You Catholics intended to put in safe hands
(the Catholic government of the province of
Quebec) the important question of marriage;
and we (8ir John, Sir Alex. Campbeli and our
colleagues) have so arranged the constitu-
tional act that we, the Protestant government
at Ottawa, will have the right to regulate it.
It is useless for you to protest; that is the
law. Itis necessary that should you submit.”

They have been guilty of another great
fault. In the Senate we have no minister
who speaks the French language, We
have here ministers who speak only the
English language and reply in English to
questions put by French members, who
are obliged to go from seat to seat to in-
quire what the responses are. In 1880
the Senators from the Province of Quebec,
having renewed their protest against this
state of things, the hon. Minister of Justice,
Sir Alexander Campbell, replied :—

“Well I admit that the fact of having po

minister in the Senate who speaks the French
language may be in controvention of the

spirit of the constitutional act; nevertheless
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l‘;.? Overnment cannot always execute the | necessitated a great deal of labor to arrive
a8 lo,

cally as the hon. member desires.”
enate Debates 1830-81, page 37).

thif;t 1 proper to rema_rk that this state of
aly &S has lasted for eight years, and has
€ady reached the stage of a precedent.
:;"Y year we have pressed upon Sir
n 1 Macdonald to repair this infringe-
Nt upon our rights, but he has not acce-
ol t0 our request.  This violation of the
Ostitution has already borne its fruit.
€ have to-day the sad spectacle of our
ex"ee French Ministers invoking, as an
Cuse for their grievous offence—their
we €sion to the execution of Riel—* if
s should resign on that question Sir
o N would replace us by three English
« g.mbefs-” That is to say, in other words,
Wh’" John could do in the Commons that
a ich he has done in the Senate with our
cgg‘qbat_lon ; he could deprive us of the
mj Stitutional right of “having French
: mmel‘?»- It was therefore better to sac-
‘Wi‘l:le Riel and to keep our portfolios.”
that the French-Canadian people accept
€xcuse? And the English-speaking

e ;)lllatlon generally, so attgched to the
nOt“,el' of their liberties, will they have
tio Ing to say when they see the constitu-
D trampled under foot? To-day it is

w . .
i:ho suffer ; to-morrow it may be their

mel: 1881 a French member of - Parlia-
nat't desiring to ascertain how each
!onality fared in the distribution of the.
sho IC patronage, called for a return
in V:‘ng the number of public employes
natio e ‘Domn.nc_m, their salaries, their
mentnahty, religion, etc. The Govern-
grose] through the Minister of Justice,
Ossly refused to comply with that re-
teplieq Other Conservative members
in 5 sharply and placed the government
. Such a faise position that the motion
~was‘ S¢d. A year passed by but the report
tean 1Ot Submitted. At the end of eigh-
months there was still no sign of the
lengsh Which had been asked for. At
terr. 2fter two years of waiting and in-
vmnoganons, the Minister of Justice pre-
that g the return and said that it showed
ore ; French-Canadians had received
than their share of the public patron-
obody dared to contradict fhat
Nt without an opportunity to make
haq be;lxamination of. the return, which
prepared in a manner which

~(Vide

Stateme
a

at a conclusion. However, it was found
that the Minister who had brought down
the report had deceived the Chamber,
that the French Canadians had not re-
ceived their share of the public patronage,
that instead of holding one-third of the
official positions, to which their numeri-
cal strength gave them a right, they had
only one-sixth, that is to say, about
one-half of what they were entitled
to. The same remark applies to the
amount of salaries which they received ;
théy have but one-sixth. The total popu-
lation of the Dominion at the last census
was 4,421,810. The French race num-
bered 1,298,929 souls. We French
Canadians have then a right to at least 22
French Senators of the 77 members who
compose the Senate, whereas we have but
19. Let us now take the Province of
Quebec alone. It has a population of all
origins of 1,359,027 souls, and of these
the French number 1,073,020, which
would give it a right to 19 senators of our
nationality, whereas we have but 17. The
Speakers of the two Houses of Parliament
speak no language but English. (See
Senate Debates of 1884, page 113.) Shall
I speak to you of the law passed at the
last session of the Dominion Parliament
—a law based on the radical and revolu-
tionary principle of universal suffrage, and
which has, moreover, the rate merit of ex-
cluding the educated farmer from the

_position of reviser—a position which he is

more competent to fill than professional
men generally are.  (See chap. 4o, section
14, of the Statutes of 1885.) Shall I
mention the License Act, by means of
which Sir John hoped to break up the
Confederation and to bring about a legis-
lative union, his dream fcr years? No.
I have said enough to open the eyes of
those who wish to study the question in
good faith, of those who will not allow

 themselves to be blinded by party spirit or

by other motives still less defensible. 1
have said enough to satisfy those who sin-
cerely desire to clearly understand this
important question of our rights and our
privileges.

We now come to the scaffold of Regina
of the 16th of November last. “The
Province of Quebec was drifting rapidly
to the brink of ruin,” says L' /mpartial.
“God has allowed the melancholy
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event of the 16th November last
to burst upon us with a view to
arresting our attention, to opening our
eyes, and to lead us to reunite all our
forces to fight the common enemy. It is
probably the last chance of safety which
will be given us.”

It is not, therefore, the execution of
Riel alone which has produced the great
national movement in the Province of
Quebec. The murder of the 16th Novem-
ber was the last act of a tragic drama
which has been played for twenty years to
the detriment of Catholics and French-
Canadians. You must have observed
for several years past the uneasiness which
has existed in the ministerial party.
Members of Parliament have with diffi-
culty been able to support their leaders.
It has been necessary constantly to en-
force party discipline. The representa-
tives of the people were obliged to submit
to that discipline if they did not want to
be insulted and calumniated by a servile
press. At length the bad and culpable
administration of affairs in the North-West
by our rulers filled the measure and it
overflowed. This was war, war with its
horrors and ruin ; war with its millions of
expenses and its victims. The blood of
those who are devoted to their country
and their compatriots has always pos-
sessed a magic power. It rarely flows
without producing great results. In
this instance it killed party spirit and
awoke a patriotic sentiment, through-
out Canada, the United States and
even across the Atlantic. The eyes of the
people were opened. They found out at
last what Sir John was. They were given
to understand that in supporting the pre-
sent Premier, they were strengthening the
hands of one of their worst enemies.
They paused, and after due consideration,
they came to the conclusion that they
could not continue their allegiance to such
a leader. I have now gone over the politi-
cal history of the Dominion as regards Sir
John Macdonald on one side and the
Catholics and the French population of
the Dominion on the other. 1 have shown
how he acknowledged the devotion of our
people towards himself during over thirty
years. I have shown his conduct during
the last twenty years, and his hostile acts
when an opportunity occurred to show his
gratitude both to Catholics and French

Ho~. MrR. BELLEROSE.

Canadians for the hearty support they had
given him during the- critical period when
he was rejected by his own province.

The proposition I laid down at the be-
ginning I have now fully proven by facts.
Facts are stubborn things, and I need
therefore add no comment. They speak
tor themselves. But I cannot omit stating
that Sir John’s character was perfectly well
understood for some years by the great
patriot of Lower Canada, Sir G. E. Cartier,
who was in a position to appreciate
him, discover his motives, and find out the
end he aimed at.

So far back as 1872 the great Conserva-
tive leader of lower Canada had lost all
confidence in the present leader of the
Government by whom he had been de-
ceived over and over again.

Let me read here the report of the last
conversation a late minister of the Crown
had with Cartier in 1872 before he left for
England, believing as he did that he could
never come back, but would die abroad.
That conversation is reported by the ex-
minister (whose name will be made public
in due time) in the following letter which
was published in L’Etendard of the 4th
February, 1886 :—

“ I declare, then, that during the Session
held at Ottawa in 1872, Sir George E. Qartier,
having asked me to sit beside him at bis
place in the Chamber, said to me, and re-
peated to me at different times during that
Session, that he had bad a good deal to com-
plain of in regard to the conduct of Sir John
A. Macdonald, on his own account and on
account of Lower Canada, when he endeav-
ored to secure the passage in England of the
Imperial Act establishing the confederation
of the provinces of Ontario, Quebec, New
Bruns«ick and Nova Scotia. He asked me
it I remembered the causes and motives
which had given rise to the demand for that
confederation. ¢ You know,’ said he to me,
sthat the political leaders of each of these .
provinces met at Quebec in 1865 and came to
an understanding as to the resolutions which
should form the basie of the Imperial Actto
be asked for and passed for that purpose.
These resolutions were submitted to each
one of the provincial legislatures with the
understanding that they should be adopted
in toto without any amendment, because they
were to form the basis of an Imperial Act.
This was said and repeated by Sir John Mac-
donald and his colleagues in the Chamber
wHen these resolutions were discussed and
adopted.

¢ Subsequently ministers from each of the
provinces were sent as delegates to Engla
to ask for and to eupervise the Imperial Act
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:lbtiﬁh f!ihould bring about the confederation

Joh.C four Provinces for which they acted.
audn & Macdonald, Cartier, Langevin, Galt
> '0 ers took part in it. Ob arriving in
gan_d 8ir John no longer wished for a con-
egi srlahon of the four provinces, with a local
reaolm'me for each of them, such as the
lativutmn-s provided for, but simply a legis-
- Jo € union of these four provinces. Sir
Dretg persisted nearly a nonth in this
themllswn. Cartier and Langevin found
the P‘*"‘V'es alone, as representatives of
Prete Fovince of Quebec, and repelled such a
‘Bbammn’ ‘for Galt,” said Cartier to e,
do“{g‘; the opinion of Sir John A. Mac-
ignan: Cartier told me that he was in-
h EDant at the conduct of the latter, he who
ther:'seﬂ to power in 1875 and had been kept
in l‘oever since solely through his majority
pre, wer Canada, for the majority of the re-
®entatives from Upper Canada were hostile
ﬂnd'lm' It showed on his part a lack of heart
eetro)'ah;y for 1.ower Canada, to attempt to
ang Y himself (Cartier) politically speaking
mere Place the Province of Quebec at the
in Ces)'f and under the control of other Prov-
civil rom which it differed as much in its
ita 2 8nd religious institutions as in its laws,
o -d:“,g“agg and its customs. S8ir John’s
an In striking this treacherous blow was
o nl;hllatg the the Province of Quebec and
rovirc.Of it an English instead of & French
rel i"’ce-. Then our laws and our civil and
littl%, (;)“S Institutions would have disappeared
tedy little to give place to institutions
Engli h&ccordma to the views and at the will of
the Fs gentlemen who disliked, as he knew,
their ‘i;?nch Canadians and Catholics with all
“Q earts.,

of sil_"'j‘“er told me that seeing the bad faith
elles Ohn he wrote at once to Sir N. F.
inf, U, who happily was then First Minister,
memm’t‘}l him of the misery and embarrase-
that i‘s}:"l'?d up l:{ Sir John, and telling him
veyin € received from him a_telegram con-
once 8 such information he should resign at
Final‘l’"th a view to breaking up everything.
Georo?” after a month of efforts to bring Sir
put g¢ E. Cartier to his opinion, Sir John
gi:;g&'m the question—* Shall we have a
give l?‘twe Union ?”  Cartier, being_asked to
enoy l<9 Opinion, replied by a ¢ No’ short
Wag l%s‘ lto give Sir John to understand that it
Then t({ €88 to push the question any further.

o 0 the Imperial Act was passed.
hag lamer told me that from that time he
ngﬂt all confidence in Sir John, that he
Teyer ;’ef pardoned his treacherous act, and
the e ould pardon it. So much was this
ac ee that he said he had interviewed Mr.
told hinzw’ then chief of the Opposition, and
in hig 0 not to imitate George Brown, who,
inay |25 0rnal the Globe, had without ceasing
 Teligions Villified and injured the civil and
who |, S institutions of Lower Canada, and
him it’;}“ oing had, rendered a union with
“ndemf"g‘“‘"e; giving Mr. Mackenzie to
eang o '" that there would possibly bea
arriving at an agreement witf‘z' him.

This is exactly what Cartier said to me rela-
tive to the conduct of Sir John, and this
declaration I am able, if necessary, to affirm
under oath. I may add that the evening, or
the evening before the departure of Cartier
tor England, where he had to go. for.the
benefit of his health, I went to see him at his
residence at Montreal. There he told me,
amongst other things, that he left for England
in ill-health, and that he thought he should
never gee Canada again, because the doctors
here had told him that his malady was in-
curable. He begged of me to recall that
which he had told me during the preceding
session with regard to Sir John Macdonald,
and added :—*“Have no confidence in him ; he
does not like the French-Canadians, he de-
tests them, Thatis a warning which I give
you by which you should profit.”

Such were the last words which fell
from the lips of the great French-Canadian
leader, on the eve of his departure from
Canada—never to return again.

Such was the parting advice given by
our dying chieftain to an intimate friend
of his, to a gentleman who had then and
has now the confidence of his compatriots
and who held before, and has since held,
the high position of an adviser of the
Crown.

Hon. gentlemen should not lose sight
of the fact that the writer of this import-
ant letter refers to an old politician, Sir
N. F. Belleau, Premier of Canada at the
time of Confederation, stating that he
knows the whole story. This precious
document was published about four weeks
ago and has never been contradicted.

If all these statements be true (and they
cannot be contradicted) have I not aright
to infer that the present constitutional
agitation was foreshadowed by Sir George
E. Cartier, and that it is in conformity
with the views he expressed before his
death ?

The movement is not, then (as has
often been stated by the Government
themselves and by their paid organs) due
to the fact that Riel was a French half-
breed. No, as I have already said, the
death of Riel was metely the last act of a
tragic drama begun in England in 1867,
and ending at Regina in 1885. The pre-
sent agitation is somewhat like that of
1841. A legislative union of Upper and
Lower Canada having been sanctioned
by the Imperial Parliament, we had to
submit, but we used all constitutional
means to avert the danger which menaced
us. We had then as our leader Lafon-
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taine. He, like many others, patriotic
men, thought that a people however small
in numbers, ought not, and cannot sub-

mit to oppression without having first
used all constitutional means to defend

and preserve their rights. Lafontaine
se¢ to work and was not long
left alone with the Catholic party. Brave
men, true Canadians, sincere patriots,
amongst English, Scotch and Irish, rallied
around him—Lafontaine and Baldwin
fought the battles of their country; the
great cause of justice and liberty triumphed
in spite of John A. Macdonald, now
(through the support we gave him in the
past) Sir John A. Macdonald. Lafontaine
and Baldwin were called upon to form an
administration.  With much difficulty
they succeeded. The Opposition, of
which the present Premier was a member,
caused much trouble. A great agitation
arose; the Parliament buildings were
burned down while the House was in

session ; Lafontaine was menaced and

even besieged in his own private residence ;
the Governor was publicly insulted, and
other outrages were perpetrated, but
fanaticism failed. The mass of the people,
English, Scotch and Irish, united with the
French against those unpatriotic men.
Peace was restored ; Justitia et pax oscula-
fae sunt ; each nationality in Canada had
its fair share of influence; our people
were quite satisfied with their lot and
found at last that they could work hand
in hand with their fellow citizens of all
other nationalities. Then our country
prospered.

We ask for no more to-day. Give us
that to which we are entitled—equal rights,
equal justice. Then will we have peace
and, with peace, prosperity.

It is in the face of all these facts and
in view of the parting advice of the great
friend of Canada, Sir G. E. Cartier, going
to his rest, that the hon. Senators - from
Lauzon (Mr. Bolduc) and Manitoba (Mr.
Girard) have assumed the responsibility
of criticising those independent and
patriotic men who, after having been
true to Sir George during his lifetime,
are now following his parting advice,
setting aside all personal interests,
and undertaking to avert from their com-
patriots the many dangers which Cartier
made known to them,

True the hon. senator from Manitoba

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE.

has told us that the agitation would injure
him personally, that it would ‘do more
harm than good to the part of the country -
in which he lives, and where he has the
greatest part of his property. But this
only shows how private interests may blind
a man, and induce him to narrow the great
and most important question of religious
and political liberty to the small limits of
the material interest of a section of the
country in which he is interested.
. The hon. senator’s speech showed
throughout that his lips did not speak the
sentiments of his heart—that his patriot-
ism inspired him one way while his per-
sonal interest prompted him to speak in
the other direction. Did he not acknow-
ledge that the Government had been the
cause of the trouble? But he claimed
that this could not justify the rebellion.
That is quite true, but circumstances tend
to condone the offence. No doubt both
Divine and human laws make the taking
up of arms against legititnate authority a
very serious crime. But the same laws
make it also an equally grave sin to pro:
voke by injustice another to commit a
crime. How then could he draw the con-
clusion that he does not see any sufficient
reason to refuse to support and have con-
fidence in the government of the day who
are the parties, according to his own ad-
misston and many public documents, who
forced those people into rebellion? If
that is so, by what logical argument can
the hon. gentleman show that the Govern-
ment, having the power of mercy and not
having exercised it, are anything short of
murderers of Riel, and responsible for
over 200 lives lost during these troubles ?
Then the hon. gentleman from Mani-
toba read two or three letters from parties
in the West. What do they show? The
weakness of the case of the Government
and nothing else. In one of those letters
the writer charges the agitators with ex-
cusing the rebellion. 1 defy the hon.
gentleman to name a single speaker who
has done so. I defy him to name a single
newspaper on our side which has published
anything of the kind. They said that the
rebels were wrong; that both the law of
God and the law of man make it a crime
to rise in arms against constituted
authority ; but they also said, as they
say now, that the authors of the rebellion:
were those who, by their unjust dealings
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:;l ;hblthOSe people, brought about the
es: €s, and that the Government are no
Criminal than those who rose in arms.

al;’e:\je other parts of those letters I have
<our Y answered or will answer in the
shse][°f my remarks. For the present
roma Lonly allude to one of the letters
on glhlch he read. It is a pity that the
that.l €nator did not read the whole of
cond etter. It contains the most complete
€mnation of the course which the

!‘:at:i gentleman is now pursuing. I will
1t In its place :—
e troubles could and should have been
‘;‘:gnt@d-_ Why was the warning not listened
tmubfu-glven y those who foresaw the same
€8 and who brought them to the notice
!'espee :ﬂthonties? Our statesmen have my
1 tm:t, but a8 ‘no man is wise at all times’
o t}:-hey will permit a friendly voice to tell
justics at they were mistaken. Butitis only
. M“Q say that they were not alone in fault.
lame Inisterial seats number 1.3, but the Par-
undy “l:lry seats uumber nearly 300. Itis
that uMSe(Hy painful and humiliating to know
offig; “lmetem of the Crown should have
ea 'y affirmed that no steps had been
Selver; in favor of the Metis, either by them-
hang Or by their friends ; but, on the other
lateg’ '\ 18 als0 to be deplored that the iso-
Liegis] Voices raised in both Houses of the
S c.ature did not command the support
o al‘etnt to determine an earnest search into
nbl Uation, and the means of remedyin
that n;'tgs_ defective in it. It is sad to thin
ture of Ing short of bloodshed and ®xpendi-
on millions could bring those who have
other Bhagement of public affairs in one or an
Wes ic“l)ﬂclty to comprehend that the North-
’1101'003 Dot only a vast tract of country, but,
which :-rg ft:.‘:ti therehare_vast sbocl_al uestions
ro -
‘“tory SOIution.’n.l aving obtained & satis

the reen as to the hon. senator who moved
solutions (Mr. Bolduc), I was not at
Surprised at the stand he took—I1 n'y
VOieed le premier pas qui coute dans la
een U mal. The hon. gentleman having
th one of the causes of the rebellion he

;:ght it was better to continue the course

Oﬂd begun.

havut: tl})le 27th March, 1884, a motion
the Hg een made in the Commons asking
:%mplofl’se to take into consideration the
natomms of the halt-!)reeds, the hon.
of Conl; and the majority of the House
;?lg:s volt:;dh down thh_e res%lutior;.‘

th could have nothing to do wit
‘leteﬁll’:‘fll)reeds ; let them die of hunger;
hals. b €ave the country, they are French
in the eds ; we have enough of that race
- Country, The moment the news of

this vote reached the far west a meeting
of the half-breeds was held. They de-
cided that Riel should be asked to join
them. A deputation was sent to Montana,
where Riel was residing, to bring him
home with them. Riel hesitated but his
patriotism triumphed, and he came to the
Canadian side in June 1884, and from
that day till the beginning of 1885 he
used all constitutional means to force the
Government to do justice to his people.
Finally war broke out. I regret that the
honorable gentleman has persevered in
the evil way. It is certainly more worthy
of a man when he has been wrong; to
acknowledge his error, change his course
and do what is rightt A good many of
those who voted down this resolution to
which I have referred, deceived ‘as they
were by the Government acknowledged it
and changed their allegiance. Had we not
again some few days ago a proof of what
Sir John is? If his party is small} his
majority thin, he is humble to his friends.
Is he strong, the majority at his back
powerful, he cares no more about his
most devoted friends but persists in
having his own way, and should he find
any of them in his way he
does not hesitate to sacrifice them. Take
for instance the case of the hon. member
from Toronto (Mr. O'Donohoe); was it not
a shame to treat an old and devoted fol-
lower as he did that gentleman? Could
he have treated in a more insulting man-
ner, I will not say a friend, but even an
adversary? Here are the words he is
reported to have used in the House. of
Commons last Friday, the 26th ult ; “ Mr.
Speaker, the hon. gentleman went on at
some length to discuss the reconstruction
of the Government and the hon. gentle-
man talks about Mr. O’'Donohoe. Well,
Mr., O’'Donohoe is a very good man and
is now a Senator. He was very near
being in the Government. But I will say
this for Mr. O’Donohoe, that he did not
desire to be a weakness to the Govern-
ment, and at the time he might have
claimed a seat in the Cabinet he found
that such was the hostile feeling towards
him that instead of being a strength to
the Government he would be a weakness ;
he admitted the fact, and he took a seat
in the Senate where he now is.” .

I cannot resume my seat without giving
an answer to a rumour which has spread



52

The [SENATE] Address.

over the country and which has been en-
couraged by Government organs and even
by ministers. It is insinuated that this
agitation was due to the fact that Riel was
a Frenchman. There was no foundation
for such a rumour. The case of the
Government must be a very bad one in-
deed in their own estimation and that of
their friends when they have to use such
means to defend it. The most important
immediate reasons of the beginning of the
present movement are :—

1st. That according to moral laws, any
party who may be the cause of why a
crime is committed is himself a criminal,
and consequently that the Government
of the day having, by their bad adminis-
tration of the North-West Territories
during” past eight years, provoked the
people of that country by starving them,
and otherwise, they are responsible for the
rebellion, and as a logical consequence of
such a responsibility, having, as they have,
the power to do $o, they were hound to
use all possible clemency towards Riel
and his people

2nd. That the jury, though composed
of men adverse to Riel and his people,
having declared upon their oath that Riel
deserved mercy, the Government, respon-
sible as they are for the rise of this quiet
people, were in duty bound to grant such
mercy.

3rd. That considering the whole evi-
dence as it now stands before the public,
the least that can be be inferred is that
there is a strong doubt as to Riel's mental
capacity, and it being a general and well
known principle that the accused party has
a right to have the benefit of any doubt
which may exist, he could not be put to
death.

4th. That the Government, during last
session and during the troubles, havin
refused to alter the old laws of the North-
West Territories and make them some-
what uniform with the laws of the pro-
vinces, have shown a determination to
deal unjustly with those people.

sth. That the memorandum of the late
Minister of Justice, Sir Alexander Camp-
bell, is¥such that any honest man after
having read it over and compared every
part of it with the facts as they really are,
cannot help coming to the conclusion
that the Government had no good reasons
to act as they did.  That Riel was sacri-

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE.

ficed to a cry of hatred and of vengeance,
and consequently that the Government
is responssble for the death of the half-
breed chief and of all the other victims of
the troubles of last year.

Such are some of the immediate causes
of the agitation which has spread not only
in the Province of Quebec, but also
throughout the American continent, and
even across the Atlantic. This move-
ment may be stronger in our province
than it is in other parts of the Dominion, -
but this would only show, if true, that our
people have faith in responsible govern-
ment, and that they understand their re-
sponsibility for the good or bad admin-
istration of the affairs of the country by
their representatives in Parliament and by
the advisers of the Crown. Where, then,
is the question of nationality so far as this
part of the question goes? Is not the
agitation a movement in favor of justice
and humanity, and what has to do with it
the nationality to which may belong the
party who was sentenced to death and
executed ? Whether he be a Scotchman,an
Englishman, an Irishman or a Frenchman,.
does not change the issue. Why, then,
should the Government have tried to stir
up such feelings of races? Was it not
sufficient for dishonest newspapers, gene-
rally well paid for doing such dirty work,
to raise such a cry? Is the case of the:
Government so bad in their own estimation
that they believe they could not defend it
if they should use honest means ?

The hon. Postmaster-General has tried
to excuse the policy pursued towards the-
Indians by stating that the Government
have done all in their power to prevent
them from starving, adding that the trea-
ties with the tribes demonstrate the justice
and liberality with which they have been
treated. In answer to the hon. gentle-
man’s statement, I will read some extracts
from a letter written by a gentlemsn of
high standing in the North-West, where
he has passed the greater part of his life
amongst the Indians. He is consequently
better able to judge of the efficacy of the-
measures adopted by the Government in
dealing with the Indians than the hon.
gentleman is. He says : ~

¢ When beginning to speak of the Metis I
was happy to invoke the testimony of Lord
Dufferin _in their favor. In alluding to the
Indians, I am equally pleased to be able to-
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Qquote ¢

our G he words of another representative of

o racious Sovereign. The Marquis of
and l.°Wne visited the Indians. He spoke
rdlﬂtehed to them, and here are the noble
‘I:,ﬂ{e conversations inspired :—
and ¢ 18 Impossible to meet these poor people
o 0 hste_p to their statements without the
%nl"f,:!r feellrighof sympathy for their present
Ontsl ;00._ ey are the aboriginal inhabit-
se veo this continent. They regard them-
mates’ and not without reason, as the legiti-
be s Occupants of the soil. We can scarcely
w i“gprlsed, if now that the buffalo, upon
mf hthey have subsisted for 8o many years
thei. h&B become almost completely extinet,
whe earts occasionally sink within them
‘h““tﬁhey see, as they express it themselves,
¥ € white man is getticg rich and the
It ie““i_n poorer with every year that passes.
tion q‘“lte unnecessary to discuss the ques-
Ort‘l). their so-called title to the land of the
the ;1 eat, The strength of their title, if
in 5} 8ve one, is not in its legal aspect, but
€ moral claim which they have to the
congiderate treatment at the hands of
Who have brought into the country
rregistible tide of civilization, before
0se ﬁdy:;?e the native races have dwindled

thoge
that ;

‘“d{,ece .
“These words were pronounced by the
gg;’:mor-(}eneral in Win}t))ipeg on t.hey22nd
thery * last: I had the pleasurs of hearing
emotion Excellency’s voice betrayed his
londlon’ his sympathetic expressions were
intelly applauded. There appeared the
'gent mind which had seized the import-
Wi'ho 8 question and a kind heart taken
that o Senerous sympathy for human beings,
° itscwlhzahoq 80 loudly boasted drives out
ook Way, pending destruction. The Indians
Cases “bpart in the troubles. In some
Nothiy Y cruel massacres, of which
by o g can palliate 'the horror; in others
nevenhl‘egreta le attitude, no doubt, but
import eless, from another standpoint full of
fee). ,f‘-nt lessons for those who_reflect and
A clage g Indians of the North-West there is
ia?; ;\ec‘e)nlbug, little utlxderetgod }i;y t[xﬁ

n e in general, and who wi
“:;:: wblf entﬁ-ely eggm rehended except by
lived g 0 8peak their language, who have
their smong them, and who have given them
the org 2Pathy. ~Canada will never know
chil dreeal 0 which it has placed the proud
e"e" of the prairie bﬁ' packing them on
8, there to suffer the pangs of hunger,
One rook the struggles of a semi-capture.
erect ":*‘:? ave seen tne undaunted Indian,
Comp) e midst of the immense prairie ,
dity h‘ioently draping himself in his semi-nu-
horizon flashing eye scouring the boundless
Bot to b:a ’}nhalmg an atmosphere of liberty
of royg]y ound elsewhere, glorying in a sort
Wendy o7, which had neither the embarrass-
Nity, Tiches nor the responsihility of dig-
atam U¢ mugt have seen the indefatigable
thugiu'"! Talsing to a sort of religious en-
™ the excitement and the chances or

& chase without parallel. One

must have seen the idler needing not to toil
for the abundance he enjoyed and led only by
caprice to vary his unbuasy course. Yes, one
must have seen all this. And then look at
the 1ndian of to-day, dragging his misery,
deprived of his incompartﬁ) e independence,
reduced to want and semi-starvation, and
having added to his vices the loathsome con-
sequences of the immorality of the whites.
One must have seen all this, and eeen it
under the impulse of sympathy, to form an
idea of what the Indians suffer at the present
time.

It is useless to speak of treaties as a com-
pensation for the change. These treaties were
nof uunderstood by the untutored Indian. He
listened to the form but did not detect the
meaning, and therefore did not accept the
consequences. 1 gostill further and éay
that the Government and those who
have made treaties on its behalf,
never perfectly conceived their object, at least
inasmuch as they were not all aware of the
unacceptable position they were }l)’repnring for
the Indian in_many cases. ruly can I
repeat with His Excellency the Governor
General: ¢Their hearts occasionally sink
within them.” The greatest stoic will agree
that they have a ‘moral claim to the most
considerate treatment.” Now is the time more
than ever to be mindful of the blunders com-
mitted in their regard. They have been left
a prey to the seductions of men revolting
immoral, and when this was pointed out
the friends of humanity had another regret
to:register. As a consequence the Indians
felt that they could but profoundly despise
people whose conduct should have been such
as to command respect. .

¢ In other cases the Indians were deprived
of the pittance assigned to them, or it was
given them ¢as if they were dogs’ They
were too often deceived. The Indian, who 18
far more intelligent than most people seem to
think, was not the dupe of what was going on,
and he felt his contempt increasing. '

“It is among the Indians more than else-
where that it is itnportant to make a judicious
choice in appointments. I am happy to say
that the choice is what it should be 1n many
places, and as a consequence the Indians in
those localities are satistied, and the Govern-
ment has also reason to be so.”

I am afraid that some of our public
men in the Province of Quebec are illus-
strating by their conduct that Lord
Durham knew too well what he was
about when he made his report to the
Imperial anthorities, and spoke so dis-
paragingly of our French politicians and
public men But I hope that the time is
not far distant when our pcople will unite
and force the majority to respect their
rights and do justice to the minority. Let
us imitate the example set us by the Irish
people, and we will have our fair share of
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influence in the Government of the coun-
try.  While the Irish were disuntied they
were treated with injustice by the Im-
perial Parliament, but now that they have
learned that union is strength, they can
make and unmake governments, and even
the haughty peers of England are obliged
to seek their assistance if they wish to
hold power. I hope the time will soon
come when our publlc men will see the
necessity of uniting as the Irish have
done in defence of their rights and privi-
leges, and will prove equal to the res
ponsibility which is cast upon them.

I have enumerated some of the rights
and privileges guaranteed to us which
have been set aside, and I have endeavored
to show that it is time for us to organize
with a view to receiving better treatment.
" I ask the hon. gentlemen who are in the
majority here, to put themselves in our
place ; I ask them to imagine how they
would feel if the Premier for twenty years
past had been a French-Canadian and a
Catholic, and had treated the Protestant
minority as we have teen treated on the
subject of marriage. What would their
feelings be? What would they think of
a man who, for five weeks, pledged his
honor that a certain course would be pur-
sued, and yet, when he arrived in Eng-
land, violated that solemn pledge ; and
now when we remind him of it, informs
us “I have got you into the Union; I
do not care about my pledge now ; I have
my majority behind me and you r:ust
submit.” I challenge any one of you to
say that you would tamely submit to such
injustice and continue your allegiance to
such a leader. I do not ask the House
for favors on behalf of those I represent.
We are strong enough to demand our
rights, because, as I said before, I believe
there are amongst the majority who speak
the English language in this Chamber,
enough men ot honor with a sense of
right, to aid us in our appeal for justice ;
but if the majority continue to trample
upon our rights and privileges as they
have been doing, some day you will wit-
ness in the Province of Quebec something
similar to what has taken place in Ireland
—a union of our race, which will exercise
the same influence in the Parliament of
Canada that the Parnellites wield to-day

in the Parliament of Great Britain.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE.

HoN. Mr. MCcINNES (B.C.)—This
debate has been rather protracted, having
extended over three days, therefore 1 do
not wish to take up very much of the
time of the House. But from the fact
that every province has been heard from
with the exception of British Columbia, it
will be taken as a sign that its represen-
tatives in this House at least acquiesce in.
all that is stated in the Speech from the
Throne, and as there are some things in
that Speech that I cannot endorse, I feel
it my duty to ask the attention of honora-
ble members for a few moments, while I
state them.

The first paragraph in the Speech refers.
to the prosperity and substantial progress
ot the Dominion. I regret very much
indeed that that cannot be said with
regard to the province of British Colum-
bia, for there is a greater commercial and
general depression prevailing in that pro-
vince to-day than there has been at any
time for the last twelve ycars. As an
evidence ot the depressxon existing there,
I will refer to the coal trade which is one
of the most important industries of our
province. The two great coal mining
companies in British Columbia, the Wel-
lington and the Vancouver, are only
worked to about one-fourth of their capa-
city. One of these companies, at the
beginning of this month, discharged no
less than 40 .of their miners, and each
company has very large quantities of coal
on its wharves, from 40,000 to 50,c00
tons ready for market, and for which no

‘'market is to be found..

The laboring classes in particular are in
a most pitiable condition in that province,
and I cannot altogether exonerate the
Government from blame for that state of
affairs, and for this reason, when the first
contract was let for the building of the
Canadian Pacific Railway, in our province,
a number of years ago, known as the
Onderdonk  section, extending from
Port Moody into the interior some
225 miles, the representatives of British
Columbia in both Houses of Parliament
urged upon the Government time and
again, in fact for two or three years in
succession, to place a clause in the railway
contract, excluding Chinese labor. Our
warning was not heeded, and the conse-
quence was- that thousands ot Chinese
navvies or coolies were imported by the
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contra‘:t?l', direct from China into British

Igé“mbla- According to the census of
Iatiolnwe find that the entire Chinese popu-

y ac:,f th?. ll)ominion at that time was
.7, 4 very little over 4,000. To-day in
B““:Sh Columbia alone there are between
of,t h‘(’>° and 20,000 Chinese. The most
v thse Were attracted to British Columbia
Railwe building of the Canadian Pacific
com la}’, and when that gigantic work was
ougaeted’ or nearly completed, last fall,
were, Nds of those poor helpless creatures
 season Town out of employment late in the
annog., and it is a fact that I am sorry to
¢ nce on }he floor pf this P_agllament,
only stey are in a starving condition—not
that 4 arving, but I am credibly mforrqed
of star aumber of them have actually died
i vation, Notwithstanding the strong

g antagonistic to Chinese, in British
Umbsia, the corporations of Victoria and
eraj Estminster have had under consid-
10N the raising of funds to supply them
lherebthi actual necessaries of life, and
is alsoy eep them from starvation. There
great 2 project on foot just now to ship a
Stateq Many out of the country. As I
the Ga moment ago, I cannot exonerate
this o aotvernment. from responsibility for
especialf of affairs in British Columbia,
I bel; Y amongst the laboring classes.
'€ve that if they had taken the advice
8iVenei Tepresentatives of that province,
from xg the Commons and in the Senate,
affairs 78 to 1882, that such a state of
Olumb\?ould not now exist in British
eXclu:;“ The Chinese were the means
would }l‘ng thousands of white men that
the ¢ ot erwise have been attracted by
Onstruction of the railway and the
Britis(});c », and' other important works in
Columbia ; but when they found

who c:}; had to compete with Chinamen,
uld uld Iive cheaper than white men
to thepgssgbly do, many of them who went
fl‘iends acnﬁg: province wrote back to their
pr()viN:W«'irmng them not to come to that
With éhﬁ. as they would have to compete
l‘ope‘}ne:se labor. Now, I claim that if
time, a“dcourse had been taken at that
last Yoar the legislation that was adopted
aboyy : when the Pacific Railway was
$0oner 'itOmpleted, had been enacted
fry would have been better for the

on thig g, The policy of procrastination
%estioq estion as well as on many other
DS has had a tendency to bring

misfortune on the Dominion® of Canada.
I say if that had been done from 1878 to
1882, the present state of affairs would
not exist in British Columbia. Thousands
of white laborers are idle in British
Columbia to-day ; they can get nothing to
do, and are in actual want in consequence
of the large importations of "Chinese
during the railway construction, and the
labor market is overstocked. I see in the
ninth paragraph in the Speech from the
Throne that we are promised a wonder-
ful piece of legislation—promised no less
than that the Chinese Act of 1885 is to
be amended. There is no necessity for
having it amended at all ; in fact there is
very little necessity for having it on the
statute book, because the country is now
flooded with Chinese—the evil is done—
there are more than can find profitable em-
ployment.  There are none coming from
China; in fact, they are going back.
There is an old adage, and a true one,
about locking the stable door after the
horse is stolen, and that is true as applied
to the Chinese question. I may also say
about this policy of inaction ; I see in
one paragraph, and am happy to see it,
that the North-West Territories are to
have representation in Parliament. That
has been urged year after year, and I ven-
ture to say here, without the least danger
of contradiction, that if the North-West
Territories had had representation in the
Commons and in this House, and
if Manitoba and British Columbia
had had representatives in the Cab-
inet, as they are entitled to, and must
have before long, notwithstanding the in-
fluence of race and sect, and other
little quibbles, so pievalent in politicaal
warfare here in the East, that the
North-West rebellion would never have
occurred, and hundreds of thousands, if
not millions of dollars, would have been
saved to the Dominion treasury in con-
nection with the building of the Canadian
Pacific Railway in British Columbia. I
believe that the peace and harmony of the
North-West would have remained undis-
turbed to this day if representation had
been given in the Cabinet, to Manitoba
and the Territories, in the Commons and
the Senate. We are warmly congratulated,
or it was placed in the mouth of the
Governor General to state to this House
and the country that the Pacific Railway
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was completed. I am conscientiously
bound to take a different view on that
subject from the Government and the
Opposition in both Houses of Parliament,
I believe that the country is not to be so
warmly congratulated on the completion
of that road, and I shall tell you presently
why. If I stand alone on the question, I
am honest in my convictions, and if I
give my reasons I think some who hear
me will be reasonable enough to say there
is something in them. I believe that a
great mistake was made in the construc-
tion of that railway in the manner in
which the forces were employed. 1 be-
lieve that instead of beginning at Winni-
peg and working west from that point,
they ought to have begun here at
Pembroke or somewhere in the east and
built at as early a day as possible round
the head of Lake Superior, and from
Winnipeg built eastward, until all rail
connection with the prairie country was
secured, and thereby give easy access for
immigrants through our country, instead
of sending them by a circuitous route by
Chicago and St. Paul. I believe that in
British Columbia they should have gone
as they did—begin at the coast and work
east through the Cascade Mountains to
the Selkirk range, but I believe beyond
that the Government ought not to have
encouraged the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company to go on and build the road
through the Rockeys at the unprecedented
rate they have done. I believe thatif they
had completed the road inside of ten
years according to contract, it would have
been infinitely better for this country.
The building went on at such an unpar-
alleled rate, such a break-neck pace, that
the people of the Dominion of Canada,
especially those in the Western Provinces
and Territories, were not in a position to
take advantage of the enormous expendi-
ture of money, and the consequence was,
in order to supply the labor demand, they
had to send to China, to California and
Oregon, and bring in a sufficient amount
of labor to complete the road in one-half
the contract time. I believe that if the
Chinese had not been employed on that
work, and if the building of the road had
been extended over five years more, a
great number of white people wou'd have
come into the Province of British Colum-
bia ; many would have worked on the

Hon. MRr. McCINNES.

road for a.time, saved their money, and
settled in the country and become citi-
zens of Canada and revenue producers.
Instead of that, three-fourths of the many
millions of dollars that have been ex-
pended on the building of the Canadian
Pacific Railway in British Columbia and
the North-West Territories has found its
way out of Canada, which, under a differ-
ent policy, would have remained in the -
country, and would have materially
assisted in tiding over this unusual de-
pression in the labor and commercial
markets of Canada. This is the reason
why.I say that I do not think that this
country should be congratulated so very
warmly as stated in the Speech from
the Throne. [ believe that it would have
been in the true interests of the country
and every practical purpose would have
been served had the Rocky Mountain
section not been completed before 1891—
the contract time. There is reference
made also to the fisheries. 1 will not en-
ter into a general discussion on that ques-
tion to-day ; but I would say with respect
to that paragraph that if negotiations are
entered into and a new Treaty made with
the United States, I sincerely trust that
the Government will not be as guilty
of dereliction of duty as they were when
the Washington Treaty was negotiated.
Although British Columbia at that time
was to all intents and purposes part and
parcel of the Dominion—the proclamation
declaring British Columbia a Province of
the Dominion having been issued a few
weeks after the treaty was negotiated, she ~
was excluded from the advantages that

accrued from that Treaty. An in-
vidious distinction was made against
our province in that respect. It cer-

tainly was a very great hardship that we
in British Columbia, a fish-producing
province, should bave been deprived of
the markets of the United States and of
the advantages and benefits that the
people of the Maritime Provinces enjoyed
from that treaty. I certainly hope that if
a new treaty is entered into that British
Columbia will not be again treated as not
being a part of the Dominion of Canada..

As it is nearly six o’clock I shall not
trespass any more on your time at present.
There are several matters in the Speech
from the throne that are likely to be
brought before the notice of this House
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durj - .
Uring the Session, and 1 will therefore
the Ve any remarks I have to make upon
™ until another opportunity arises.

amfiou. Mr. MACDONALD (B.C.)—I
dfmery much surprised at the remarks
ritiyhhon' friend respecting the trade of
or $h Columbia.' I have just come from
; €, and it is news for me to hear any-
"8 of this kind. 1 have taken occasion
INquire into the condition of trade in
Tovince, and 1 have heard nothing
€ depression in business or suffering
ant amongst the laboring classes. On
Contrary, trade i in a very fair condi-
goi Indeed there is more building
Dg on in the towns of that Province
an?jn Usual ; saw mills are running day
Dight to cut lumber to supply the de-

va nd of the building trade, and my obser-
10n leads me to the conclusion that on

€ whole, there is more prosperity in

B:itiSh Columbia to-day than we have had
T years,

or w.
the

Hon,
10 say th,
hon, ‘me

M. McINNES (B.C.)—I wish
at my principal informant was an
am mber, as truthful and respectable
the "‘g‘ as comes from British Columbia in

Ommons, a strong supporter of the

N Vernment, and that is Mr. Gordon, of
anaimo,

hol 1. Mz ALMON—Does not the
live ; gentleman from New Westminster
In British Columbia himself ?
Ev?;on' Mr. MACDONALD (B.C.)—
our yone knows that for the last three or
Years large sums of money have been
Nded in British Columbia in the con-
ton of the railway, and it is but
“;almto s:.lxlppose that we should have
€n thrown out of employment
age; the work was finished, but there is
o 9.0t amongst the laboring classes and
the cepress!on in trade? With regard to
os %al mines of Nanaimo, that industry
of B:!"_t depend at all on the commerce
ar eltn-sth Columbia, but on a foreign
the o, N and as there has been a glut in
ime al markets of California for some
Nang P2t and that is  where the
tha .g‘lo coal goes to, it is but natural
- depr at trade should be somewhat
ssed.  As regards the Chinaman,

the
"¢ are always a number of idle

Nat

Chinese, and some of them are in want,
but when the Municipality of Westminster
undertook in a very handsome way to
help these men, the Chinese merchants of
Victoria came forward {in a still more
handsome way and said * we will take no
help from the white mer; we will feed
our own poor;” and they taxed them-
selves so much per month to raise a fund
to feed their indigent fellow countrymen.

Hon. Mr. McINNES (B. C.)—Who
induced them to do so ?

Hon. Mr. MACDONALD (B.C.)—
Their own sense of honor.

Hon. MrR. McCINNES (B.C.)—It was
the new Mayor of Victoria. -

Hon. Mr.. MACDONALD (B.C.)—
With regard to the Canadian Pacific
Railway, I congratulate the House
and the country on the comple-
tion of this great work, and I think
that any mar who cannot do that after
considering all the circumstances must be
blind. The man who cannot see the
benefits it has secured to this country
cannot see anything. The work might
have been proceeded with more slowly,
but the road is now built ; it is a gigantic
work, a Jasting monument to the industry
and enterprise of this country.

The motion was agreed to.

Hon, Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL moved

“ That the said Address be presented to
His Excellency the Governor-General by such
members of this House as are members of the
Privy Council.” .

The motion was agreed to.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Bill (C) ““ An Act further to amend the
Interpretation Act.”"—(Sir Alex. Camp-
bell.)

Bill (D) “ An Act further to amend the
Post Office Act, 1875.”—(Sir Alex. Camp-
bell.)

THE STANDING COMMITTEES.

Hon. Sik ALEX. CAMPBELL laid
upon the table of the House a list of the
Standing Committees of the Session.

The Senate adjourned at 5:20 p.m.
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THE SENATE.
Ottawa, Wednesday, Marck 3rd, 1886.

THE SPEAKER took the chair at 3
o'clock.

Prayers and routine proceedings.

The motions on the order paper were
postponed until to-morrow and the Senate
adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

THE SENATE,
Ottawa, Thursday, March 4th, 1880.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
Three o’clock.

Prayers and routine proceedings.

REPRESENTATION OF BRITISH
COLUMBIA IN THE CABINET.

NOTICE OF MOTION.

Hon. Mr. McINNES gave notice

Whereas, only four rrovinces of the
Dominion, embracing ouly one-sixteenth of
its area, and all lying to the eastward of its
centre, are represented in the Cabinet; and

Whereas, the absence from the Cabinet of
any representative of the central or prairie
section of the Dominion, contributed largely
to the line of conduct on the partof the
Government which led to the North-West
insurrection of 1885 ; and

Whereas, the absence from the Cabinet of
any representative of the Pacific Province,
caused the Government to withdraw all their
lands in that Province from seale and pre-
emption for the space of rine years, and to
adopt in other matters a_policy calculated to
retard its settlement and lessen its waterial
prosperity ; therefore

Resolved, that in the opinion of this Houee,
justice and expediency both demand that the
central or prairie section and the western or
Pacific section of the Dominion should each
be represented in the Queen’s Privy Council
of Canada.

Hon. MR. PLUMB—The hon. gentle-
man should not forget that Sir John Mac-
donald represented British Columbia in
the Cabinet for five years.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—
Yes, for seven years.

Hon. Mr. McCINNES—But we want
to grow our own Cabinet Ministers.

Hon. Mr. PLUMB—The hon. gentle-
man himself is not now a representative
of British Columbia.

Hon. MrR. McCINNES—I may take
this opportunity, since the question has
been raised, of giving that statement a
most emphatic denial, and any person
who, from this out, repeats the statement
is simply telling an untruth. I am as
much a representative of the Province of
British Columbia to-day as I ever was,
and as much as any member of this or the
other House from British Columbia, and
it is a piece of malicious vindictiveness on
the part of some would-be representatives
of that province—a piece of petty spite
and malice on the part of certain poli-
ticians and newspapers for my independent
course that I am singled out as a repre-
sentative who has abandoned his province,
and am, therefore, not in a position to
represent the views of its people. Both
of my colleagues in this House have
been absent much longer from their
province than I have been, and
not only absent from the province but
absent from the Dominion. 1 simply left
there last year for the Session and

did not return, in consequence of an
effort to give my two sons the
benefit of a university education—

something that I am sorry to say cannot
yct be done in my Province. My absence
is only temporary ; I intend to go back
to British Columbia next year, and I in-
tend to work for that Province and her
interests as faithfully as if I had never
been an hour absent, notwithstanding
anything that quibbling politicians or their
organs may say to the contrary, and I re-
peat it that any person in this House or
out of this House who charges me again
with having abandoned my Province and
says that I am not a true representative
of that Province is simply stating that
which is not true.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL PENITEN-
TIARY. .

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—It
may not be out of order at this stage of
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-t .
Vl'l:r Proceedings of the House to say a

ov:l In explanation af my inability to bring
1! papers in reply to an address moved
l‘os:)ly hon, friend behind me (Mr. Belle-
of £, He asked for a copy of a protest
e Deputy Warden of St. Vincent de
enitentiary, Telesphore Ouimet,
em Mg to the evidence of Hector
“1qth er? summoned as a witness on the
com of July, 1884, being taken before a
anrmssnon appointed to inquire into the
Theagement of the penitentiary in 1884.
the lgmtest was laid upon the table by
and tputy Warden of the Penitentiary
of it.my hon, friend wanted to have a copy
migh I said in agreeing that the address
ing t pass, that I had made inquiries
info ¢ Department of Justice and was
ut rtt}?ed that no such paper was there,
n hat they had telegraphed to Mr. Moy-
t ,tt € Inspector, who was at the moment
. V{ncent de Paul, if there was such
2Der in existence. The answer which
WS back was the following telegram :—
Vincent de Paul, March 1st, 1886.
ten Pty Warden Quimet showed a writ-
afte Protest to Mr. Baillargeon and self,
in h{Wards took it from table; it is now
15 brother’s hands.
It i (Sgd), J.G. MOYLAN.
apa IS manifest that we cannot produce
s&ssiper which we have not got in our pos-
Car(xm' If a copy of it is not to be had,
be Not bring down any return that will
Satisfactory to my hon. friend.
th:fotxg. M. BELLEROSE—I am sure
eVeryth'e Postmaster-General has done
that n, "8 In his power to bring down
ob; ggpef, but T may say that I will be
Ininigs to ask for an enquiry into the ad-
6 tration of St, Vincent de Paul Feni-
Placl:rg by the Inspector. 1 say, from my
was ere, that the paper I moved for
d vanded in ; action was taken upon it
Judgment was given in that enquiry,
Riven € paper has not been stolen, but
away. In the same way I state that
Y€ prisoners in that institution
wimneSCaped, and had the Inspector been
" fouq dg hto do his duty he would have
b tie:,t’th%' were aided in their escape
ar Inside of the penitentiary who
ec;hefe Still. T state it here from my
»a0d if an enquiry is granted I will

to A
work Show that that institution w never

Object;

Satisfactorily as it is administered

now. The evil is in the Department of
Justice.~ Let the Government do their
duty ; let the Minister of Justice order an
enquiry, let him bring under oath those
who are able to give information and to
show what is going on, and then he will
discover and believe as I do. The late
Minister of Justice was ready to do all in
his power for the good of the institution ;
and 1 believe, though I do not know him,
that the present Minister of Justice is
ready to do everything that he can to en-
sure its proper management. I have made
a charge publicly. Give us a good com-
mission of honest men who will not force
witnesses to perjure themselves as was
done during the last enquiry, and
then the hon. Minister of Justice will see
whether I am right. I hope the Govern-
ment will adopt my suggestion.

WINTER COMMUNICATION WITH
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

INQUIRY.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE rose to
Call the attention of the House to the means
provided for the transport of passengers be-
tween Prince Edward Island and the main-
land, and the charges demanded therefor—
and ask the 'eader of the Government in this
House, whether any tariffof charges has been
published, and if so, whether a copy thereof
can be laid on the table.

He said: I regret that it has become
necessary for me once more to trouble the
House upon questions having reference to
grievances which 1 have so often, during
previous Sessions, ventilated from my
place here. All I can undertake to say
at the present time is that I shall occupy
the time of the House no longer than is.
absolutely necessary, and 1 take this
opportunity to disclaim “once and for
all anything like factious intentions in
this matter. My object is to secure
good and safe transport for the mails and
passengcrs of my Province at the most
reasonable rates at which they can be
provided, and that these rates should not
be varied capriciously at the option of any
department of the Government of Canada.
The House may perhaps have perceived
that the motion on the paper refers exclu-
sively to passengers this year; I have
said nothing in it about mails. The rea-
son is that since the closing of ordinary
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navigation the mails to and from Prince
Edward Island, up to, I may say, a fort-
night ago at all events, have been carried
with unusual punctuality. There is,
under existing circumstances, but little to
complain of in that behalf, but I regret to
say that although there has been at the
disposal of the Government improved
means of communication, the full benefit
which might have been derived by passen-
gers from the improved means has not
been invariably reaped by them. For
example, last Session or the Session
before, the hon. minister opposite (Sir
Alex. Campbell) engaged on behalf of the
‘Government that for one thing the Nor#k-
ern Light steamship (which hon. mem-
bers will bear in mind was built
specially for this service) would be
put in a thorough state of reparr,
and the Government intended to build a
vessel capable of performing a similar ser-
vice, to be available in case of necessity.
That the Northern Light has undergone
very substantial repairs is quite apparent
from the fact that she weathered one of
the most serious storms that have taken
place on the shores of the Maritime Pro-
vinces for many years. A day or two
after Christmas that vessel was exposed to
a storm of extreme severity, yet she weath-
ered it safely, and though obliged to return
to port, the delay occasioned by repairing
the damages was not more than two days.
‘We have every reason, thereforé, to be sat-
isfied with the performance of the MNor-
thern Light. She made her trips from
Georgetown to Pictou and return daily.
But suddenly, from no apparent reason
that I have heard of, or any individual in
Prince Edward Island could divine, the
special mail train which was kept in at-
tendance on this steamer in order that the
public might reap the full benefit of the
passage through in one day, was discon-
tinued, and though mails and passengers
were delivered on the island, they could
go no farther than Georgetown unless the
ordinary express train happened to be
available to carry them, until the next day.
“Thiswas found to be soserious a grievance,
andone so utterlyunnecessaryand uncalled
for in every way, that public opinion declar-
ed itself strongly against the Government,
and they had to recognize that there was a
feeling in the Province to which they must
yield. The grievance was redressed and

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE

the special mail train was replaced on the
route. I only allude to this to show what
occurred on one occasion there ona Sat-
urday evening. The Northern Light had
that day made the trip to and from Pictou,
but instead of finding the special train, as
usual, awaiting the arrival of the steamer,
the passengers and mails were detained
forty hours in Georgetown before they
were moved. That, as I have explained,
was altered because public opinion was a
little too strong even for the Government. |
We all thought in Prince Edward Island
that such an unusually fine season as we
were enjoying would enable the Govern-
ment to keep the steamer on the route to
a late date. There was a cotal absence of
severe frost and heavy snow storms, yet
the vessel was suddenly removed and
taken to Souris. Some of us were in
hopes that an experiment was to be tried
on a route which has found favor with not
a few experienced mariners—that she
would be put on the route between Souris
and Cape George. My hon. friend from
Pictou can confirm what I say, that the
harbor of Pictou remained open for sev-
eral weeks afterwards—was open until a
week ago at all events—while the Northern
Light remained snugly at her mooring in
Souris Harbor. I have heard since leav-
ing my home, that she had been ordered
out again ; what the result will be I can-
not say. ‘Thus it segms that the Govern-
ment have been slow to take advantage
even of the means of conveyance which
they had at their disposal in this case.
Leaving that branch of the subject, I re-
cur now to the alternative route which the
people of Prince Edward Island are able
to avail themselves of in winter—that is
between Capes Traverse and Tormentine,
a distance of about eight miles, which is
passed over by means of very small ice-
boats. The Government were advised by
a committee of the House of Commons
which sat on this question, and by others,
myself amongst them, that this service
should ro longer be left in private hands
—that it should be taken .n hand by the-
Government and run as a public service ;
and after many hard struggles the Gov-
ernment were induced to do so. I recol-
lect, myself, coming to my place in this
House two or three sessions ago, having
attended a short time previously an indig-
nation meeting, where the people ex-
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Siessed their sense of the inadequacy of

€ accommodation provided there, and
gal.detuse of certain expressions with re-
Whicho our connection with the Dominion
Certainly were not complimentary,
which 1, for one, regretted very

° m to  hear; hecause it seems
ie e tha.t a contented people without
vances is a much easier one to govern

1 rn 2 people less favorably situated.
cgret, therefore, to hear men com-
l‘est;":ig that they have grievances unre-
theire by the Government, and that
to ordinary .talk .when they meet
: g‘?ﬂ_ler for the discussion of public affairs,
let o 1Ve us our terms, or cut us adrift and
S.Onss Sh}ft for ourselves.” ~ Such expres-
ervi grieve every patriotic man.  This
s C€ across the Straits, after many a.
8gle, was taken in charge by the Gov-
Mment. I myself recommended that
€Y should send down there a live man
give l_f_Ome talent for organization, and
om Im carte blamlzg. _The Commons
fon Mmitteeadopteda similar recommenda-
"ise;:l th do not remember that they ad-
should at the Goyemment' Commissioners
blangy give their superintendent carte
ke, but they recommended that the
mentce shoull be taken under Govern-
mJsesllﬁ)ermtendence: The two ice-boat
"ESultis ave been bull_t, and the benefits
o g from them are very apparent.

n [g' are exceedingly useful. The Gov-
DOintth Superintendent has been ap-
from th, a certain Captam' McElhmpv,
eries e Department of Marine and Fish-
to rajse hdo not on any account attempt
gent] t € slightest prejudice against that
€man. T think he had a very difficult
theret(t) perform when he was sent down
ageq O Organize this service. There are
that oénen: who have spent a lifetime at
felt thCUpat;qn, andiwho, not unnaturally,
Some cat their services entitled them to
the 5 Onsideration, and probably felt that
way, PPointment ought to have gone their
Priety fdo not question at all the pro-
mada a° the appointment that has been
this o nd I am quite ready to admit that
judgmepermtendent. has acted with good
well 0t and organized the service very
me diate]e started running his bpats im-
as I, y after the Northern Light was,
SOUris-ave explained just now, sent to
Islang’ and the people of Prince Edward
» and especially of Charlottetown,

much

found that their mails were delivered with
great punctuality, aided by one of
the branch lines on the island, and
one on the opposite shore, which now
reaches half the distance that used to be
covered by sleighs. It is found that the
mails from all parts of the Dominion and
foreign mails often arrive at Charlottetown
by three in the afternoon, a great advan-
tage. I felt the improvement myself, and
I hope that the other parts of the service
were equally well managed. Certainly, a
fortnight ago yesterday I went down to
the Capes well disposed to be pleased and
satisfied with everything I found there. I
hoped to find the rest of the service as
well organized as the delivery of the mails.
I met with some old hands about there,
who used their eloquence to induce me to
go with them across the Straits, hoping
that old associations would prevail, I
said “no it is my duty to go by the Gov-
ernment boats and see for myself how the
service is managed.” Accordingly, the
next day I made Mr. McElhinney’s ac-
quaintance at breakfast at the hotel, and
congratulated him on the success which
had attended his efforts. I fully intended
to have crossed the Straits with him. I
proceeded down to the boat-house to make
some inquiries as to what the fares and
what the regulations were, and found to
my surprise that they were altogether so
extraordinary that I for one would not
submit to them. In the first place, every
passenger was called upon to subscribe to
a document which would release the Gov-
ernment from all responsibility for damages
in case of loss or damage to his luggage
or injury to his person. That alone
seemed to be a most arbitrary proceeding
on the part of the Government. In this
case they stood in the position of a power-
ful monopoly and the traveller in the
position of one with little means of taking
care of himself, having no option but to
take their offer. I raised strong objec-
tions to that ; but when I found in addi-
tion that the charge which would be made
for the privilege of occupying a seat in
one of those boats would be $7, and that
for every pound of luggage which I possess-
ed over 30 pounds I should be required to
pay three cents a pound, I felt that it was
something to which I could not submit,
and I turned to one of the old experienced
hands whom I had been accustomed to
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travel with in other times, and asked what
he would take me for; he said $2. That
is the price that we used to pay. I do
not wish to argue this as a personal ques-
tion. I would rather a good deal, instead
of stating my own experience, give the
case of an ordinary traveller—not an im-
aginary one, but a real one—which occur-
red this day fortnight past. Take the
case of a gentleman who had been con-
nected with the press of Charlottetown
and who was leaving the Island to assume
a position in another place. He was, I
suppose, getting near middle age and had
been accustomed to sedentary pursuits,
and was not very able to take a strap on
his shoulder and run over the ice, rough
and smooth, as I sometimes do myself;
but the rate would be the same for him,
$7, for the passage, and the privilege of
using the strap, and $3 per 100 pounds of
luggage in excess of 3o pounds—a very
heavy charge. We are not now consider-
ing the case of wealthy men who can afford
to spread their dollars broadcast amongst
the crew, but of people in ordinary circum-
stances, such as the great mass of those
who have to cross the Straits in winter.
Those are the cases in which real hardship
occurs. The result in this case was that
this gentleman, like myself, refused to go
with the Government boats. In taking
this step we did the very thing which it
wag always sought to prevent if possible.
The local Government, 17 years ago,
having to re-let that contract, abstained
from putting it up to public tender, simply
for the reason that they did not regard it
as a service which ought to be subjected
to tender, but as one which required great
care and experience, and in order to in-
sure the safety and efficiency of the
service renewed the old contract I
remember the fact well from this circum-
stance, that one of my colleagues on that
occasion lost the support ot the settle-
ment where it was hoped the contract
would go. The voters of that settlement
pretty generally went against him and he
lost his election. The same disposition
was manifested in the Commons commit-
tee—the safety of the mails and the
Queen’s subjects was the most important
question to be considered, the pecuniary
results were of secondary importance.
Now to compare the charges made a
fortnight ago in some cases and actually

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE.

paid, and demanded in others and refused, -
with those formerly demanded and paid
under the old #egime, will just show how
extravagant the demands of the Governr
ment are in this case. Formerly, on the
last two occasions when I came over with
the old contractogs, I was handed a ticket
in the form of a railway ticket at Cape
Traverse for which I was charged $5 ; for
this amount I could have an inside seat’
in the boat if I was not disposed to walk,
or have a strap outside if I wished to
warm myself up by the exercise. Any
reasonable quantity of ordinary luggage
was taken by the contractors for the same
sum, and after all that you were carried @
distance of 38 miles in sleighs to the
junction of the Intercolonial Railway at
Amherst. You had all this for less money
than the Government charged a fortnight
ago for an inside seat in a boat. Now
look on this picture and on that and tell
me which is the one that ought to
continue ? -

And further with regard to that demand
made by the Government for indemnity
against any claim of a passenger for loss
or damage to his luggage or to his person,
I say that that is a thing which really ought
to be abandoned. 1 believe that it has.
been the custom in framing Acts of Par-
liament, where the interests of powerful
monopolies stand on one side, and thein-
terests of comparatively feeble individuals
on the other, that Parliament in the Old
Country has stepped in and decided that
the feeble man shall be protected against
the monopolist, and any demand made
upon him to sign away his rights shall be
null and void, and of .no effect. That, if
my memory serves me, was a condition of
the Land Act of 1882 in Ireland, where it
was feared that the benefit of the Act
might be signed away owing to the power
and wealth of the proprietor and the
feebleness of the tenant. Here we have
people, not precisely in the same condi-
tion, but people who must accept the
Government conditions or stay at home,
and that certainly is not desirable.
found, myself, an outside irresponsible
boatman and crew, willing to take me
across for the old rates. That is true;
but it is equally true that I might come
some day and not find him there. He
might be on the other side, or might not
find it to his advantage to carry on this
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:’iggfgﬁtable trade owing to the competi-
erng, the Government, because the Gov-
businent take away a great deal of his
toeSS, and my only alternative would
or 1o accept the Government conditions
ﬂema“"}! home. 1 ask any impartial gen-
; N 1n this House if that is a state.of
Ngs to be tolerated and rendered per-
Nent as between the Island Province
attemt'he mainland? 1 would also call
a oon to the fact that this is not
prg:iesuon belonging exclusively to my
lettern?e' For every man that writes a
ere rom there or sends a newspaper,
"QCeivmu'St be some other man outside to
With € 1t or transact busmpss connected
oo It. It is the same with passengers.
ers : (:if them are Prince Edward Island-
Wo;ldn- Some are from all parts of the
uch and the question interests them as
" t;s us. This is so true that we, who
of oo ¢ Importance of improved means
in Ommunication in winter, before com-
8 into Confederation, suggested terms,
e Te hoped would remedy the evils
SXperienced, by combining the power
'ithretsiources of the Dominion to grapple

fficulties hitherto beyond our

< :g: It may be urged ‘that such
S as PT
8roung are made are justifiable on the

at the service is an expensive
pai daadal_lgerous one, and that the rates
ve t"e In conformity with the service. I
haye 1(1)‘ say, in reply, that the Government
s v e this advantage : Their superintendent
€ place ; if there appears any pro-
ty of danger, he has the alternative
€€ping the boats from going out. He
out lsaY, “This is not¥safe weather to go
?e’cg‘m will remain at home,” and he
- mmend the passengers to wait
ontil the weather changes; so that asa
ity g ;‘ of fact the dangers are less in real-
in the N they may appear to some. _Just
e fa:ame way with the Northern Light.
 high i ¢S on the Northern Light are very
ces \Ndeed, as compared with the ser-
N, ﬂhgerformed. A cabin passage in the
ce rn Light costs $3, though the dis-
pe“forrrlls under fifty miles, and is often
Vioused to and fro in one day. Itis
tave] |, to those who are accustomed to
d‘nary Y steamer that this is an extraor-
Setvige Charge. I may be told that that
Qireg als one of extreme danger, and re-
Croy of -Pecially constructed vessel, and a
More than ordinary capacity and

skill. I answer that would be true if you
really did what it was at first intended
should be done, and what really was done
during the earlier years in which the
Northern Light was on the service ; but I
am in a position to show that for the last
three years that vessel has always been
withdrawn when the period of hard ice
came on, so that in point of fact the dan-
ger she ‘incurs is really no greater than
any strongly built screw steamer could
fairly encounter with success and safety.
I have here ghe Senate Debates, contain-
ing a report of a discussion which took
place last year on this subject. It will be
in the recollection of the House that I
once called the attention of the Govern-
ment to what I consider a danger in
connection with that service. The decks
of the Northern Light; in the spring of
the year, were crowded with passengers,
and a collision with hard ice, which might
be expected, would naturally throw the
passengers standing on her decks off their
feet. What is the consequence of an
accident of that sort? We know the
danger there is when a vessel's cargo
shifts and when it is a human cargo the
danger is greater than if it were wheat or
salt, because human beings become
scared, and cling to each other, and fall
over to leeward, and the vessel is apt to
go on her beam ends immediately. I
warned the government of that, but it was
not seen in that light. A statement in
reply to my motion was brought down
showing the number of days that the
Northern Light had been stopped for 6
years past. According to that statement,
which no doubt is literally correct, I find
that during the first three years of her
service she was only laid up in port for 91
days during which she could not run ; and
that in the three succeeding years,
which comprised 1881, 1882 and 1883,
she was stopped for 202 days.
The only conclusion we can draw
from that is that as soon as there came to
be any real difficulty or danger in the gulf,
the vessel was withdrawn; so that nothing
can be made from the argument that the
service being a dangerous one, the fares
of the passengers ought to be higher ; it
amounts to nothing. The danger is not
real, for as soon as danger is antici-
pated, the vessel during those three latter
years is sent into Georgetown until it is
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over. I have heard it stated that all this
cry about extra fares is a mistake—that the
high charges arise out of some unhappy
misunderstanding, and that refunds have
been made to passengers in some instan-
ces. If that is the case I am very glad to
hear that it is only the result of a mistake
and not of deliberation. If the Govern-
ment intended it, I should be sorry to
think that they know so little of the ser-
vice they had undertaken to control. If
it is a mistake, I can only say that it is a
very unbecoming one, andgloes not lead
to the conclusion that the management of
the service is in a very good position. 1
hope that the Government will take the
subject into consideration, and order a
tariff of fares to be established there that
will be in the interests of the ordinary and
the poor travellers—the men who cannot
afford to spend more money than is ac-
tually necessary. Last year I took occa-
sion to tell the hon. gentlemen opposite
that many of the passengers who came
across that season in the Northern Light
were exceedingly poor, men of the labor-
ing class, and some of them had been ac-
tually obliged to find jobs in Pictou to
provide means of living until the Nor#hern
Light made her appearance in the harbor.
To allow such fares as those recently de-
manded to be collected from poor men is
equivalent to compelling them to stay at
home. I can point to evidence in the
report of the Commons Committee to
show that the ordinary charge made
by the old contractors was two dollars,
and for that sum a passenger was allowed
to take a seat inside the boat if he chose,
and that many poor persons were carried
across free, being unable to pay their fares.
I hold this up as an instance of liberality
on the part of the old contractors, and I
say to the Government, *“ Qo and do like-
wise.”

Hon. MR. MONTGOMERY—This is
a question which has been brought before
the House every session for a number of
years, and it appears to be an annual
grievance. We all have our annual griev-
ances. The hon. gentleman from De-
Lanaudiere has his; the Prince Edward
Island representatives have theirs, in the
(difficulties attending the crossing of the
Straits of Northumberland. As far as that
service is concerned, I think this year it is

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE

greatly improved. The Government have
taken upon themselves the service previ-
onsly performed by contractors, and I
think the business is very well managed
there at present. The only cause of com-
plaint that I have heard is that the charges
are rather more than we have hitherto been
inthe habit of paying. I have crossed there
myself frequently, and I never was asked
by the contractors for more than $2 for
crossing the Straits, and if I chose to be
taken over in the boat without assisting
the crew, the contractors made no charge,
though I always considered that I was
bound to pay the men who performed the
labor which I should have done. Incom-
ing across this time I was asked if I desired
to be hauled over. 1 said that I did, as
I am getting up in years now, and am not
as active to take hold of the strap as I was
5o years ago. When I asked how much
the charge would be, they told me it would
be $7 for myself and so much for my lug-
gage, in all $8.50, which I paid. I may say
that the service now is very different from
what it was three years ago. When I left
home three years ago to come here, I went
to Georgetown and was detained there five
days. Then I had to return to the Cape
and was detained there several days be-
fore I could get across. The hon. gen-
tleman beside me left Paris the day after
I left home, and I found on my arrival -
here that he had reached here before me.
When I went down on the bord ice on
that occasion and inquired for the boats,
I could see none. A person pointed out
to me what I supposed were two snow
drifts, but which I found were the ice-
boats covered up with snow. Hou. gen-
tlemen can imagine the comfort of getting
into one of those boats after the snow and
ice were shovelled out, and sitting there
for six hours while crossing the Straits.
We have now got a good boat-house, and
when I came down this year the boats
were there quite dry. The passenger 18
provided with a good seat—in fact [ felt
as comfortable, with the exception of the
jolting from the roughness of the ice, as
if I were seated in a chair in my own par-
lor. The crew had everything comfort
able, and there was a capital fur robe to
throw around me. I did not begrudge
the payment of a little more for the addr
tional comfort I had in crossing. The

Northern Light was laid up, I think, someé



Winter Communication [MARCH 4, 1836] with P. E. Island.

65

me snoner than she ought to have been
in £.cason, The Straits remained open,
I left home, and she might
n plying every day up to that
e did very good service while
unning. She made a trip every
wards and forwards. The mails
€1, since they have been sent by
Ormentine, have been very regular.
orning I left there, the mail arrived
started-—that was about 10
nd I think the people generally
ell satisfied with the present ar-
Rement at the Cape, with the exception

a llttf charges,. concerning which there is
man, € complaint, but I believe that the
takeagemem there have made some mis-
authy and charged a little more than the
ime Tized rates. I am in hopes that the
of crossing the Straits on the ice will
way_, 15appear. _When we obtain a sub-
on, f{hat Is being agitated for by my
ew Tend from Alberton—I hope in a
i J IS that instead of crossing over the
eav:e will be able to cross beneath it with
say v‘:‘,‘ Speed and safety. I would like to
that 1th reference to the old contractors,
time § Ptain Muttart has been a long
o n the service. and has been very in-
s;!ellately paid. He was very kind to
muchngers’ and every person who had
of hi to do with him thought very highly
their M. It the Government could see
be v:ay to do it, I think the country will
mllnerry' much pleased if some little re-
pta'atmn Is granted to him and to
sﬁrvicm Irving in recognition of their
Youn €. Captain Irving is a much
neithgfr Mman than Captain Muttart, and
for ¢ of them has been adequately paid
imes ef work they have done. Some-
been alter crossing the Straits, they have
ety ®tained for several days, unable to
thems’land could not save one cent for
€lves after paying their own ex-

ssin and those of their men. The
ve mg on the ijce-boats now in use is
gets thECh Improved. When a passenger
In; e’e e finds a warm room to wait
taken boats are thoroughly dry when
well U6 and the service is prompt-and
tl‘aifsew?rmed‘ I have never crossed the
ﬁme, Vlith as gredt comfort as I did this
hour g g° had a heavy snow storm for an

‘ wrnd a half -or two hours after we
thay w;‘“\d when it cleared off we found
‘ sWere going as straight for our

“ﬁne.
She wag
day back
this wint

'hem

before

Oclock—_,
are very w

landing as if we had seen it all the time
ahead of us. As far as I can learn, every
one that has crossed under the new sys-
tem has been perfectly satisfied, so far as
the comfort and convenience of crossing
are concerned.

Hon. MrR. ALMON—How many men
does it require to man an ice-boat ?

Hon. Mr. HAYTHBORNE--Five men.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER—What is
the usual charge in summer for crossing
the Straits ?

Hon. MR. MONTGOMERY — Two
dollars. .

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—The
first complaint which my hon. friend made
was not with reference to anything which
is referred to in his notice of motion, but
related to the withdrawal of the special
train between Georgetown and Charlotte-
town, which used to leave Georgetown on
the arrival of the ANorthern Light from
Pictou, a grievance which he afterwards,
before two minutes had elapsed, admitted
to have been redressed. I think my hon.
friend might have saved himself the
trouble of making that complaint. But
he asked why the mail train was with-
drawn. The special train was withdrawn
because of the great expense of running
it. The special train cnly carried the
mail to Charlottetown a few hours, I be-
lieve, in advance of the ordinary train,
which leaves Georgetown once a day for
Charlottetown.  But the Northern Light
does not arrive there immediatelely before
the departure of the ordinary train, there-
fore a special train was put on, and it was
some convenience to the Province. Com-
plaint having been made that its withdraw-
al was an inconvenience to the public, I
was glad to restore it. But my hon.
friend must bear in mind that there
should be some proportion between
the expenditure and the receipts con-
nected with this servicee  There was
nothing in the facts that would justify the
government in putting on and continuing
this special train. It would not  have
been done in any other part of the
Dominion. With the exception of the
special train which leaves Halifax or
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Rimouski with the Englsh mails, I do
not think in the Dominion there is
another instance of a special train leaving
on the arrival of a steamer with mails, or
going so short a distance as from George-
town to Charlottetown, and my hon,
friend from Marshfield will be surprised
to learn that that special train service cost
from $9,000 to $10,000.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE—It only
runs for a few weeks.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—Yes,
but during that time the cost is from six to
eight thousand dollars, which is a con-
siderable item for a mail service not
bringing in much revenue. There was a
good deal of feeling excited about the
withdrawal of the train; and as the rail-
way was a public railway and we were
anxious to meet the wishes of the people
of Prince Edward Island as far as possible,
so as to prevent any complaint or give
any cause for grievance on the part ¢ f the
population of the Island, and feeling that
the population, though small, were en-
titled to everything we could do in reason
to make the mail service efficient, we
replaced the train, although it involved
considerable expense, and it is now run-
ning again. My hon. friend should bear
in mind what the government has done
for the purpose of increasing and improv-
ing the facilities for crossing between the
island and the mainland. We have spent
for the purpose of connecting Cape Tra-
verse with the Island Railway, $156,000,
and for the purpose of connecting Cape
Tormentine with the Intercolonial Rail-
way, we have guaranteed to a private
company, who are now constructing the
branch, the sum of $113,000. These are
large items in the public expenditure,
made for the very purpose of increasing
and improving the connection between
Prince Edward Island and the mainland.
In addition to this, if he adds the large
sums paid for the Northern Light, the
money expended annually for that vessel
and for the new service between the Capes
and for the summer service, and the addi-
tional sums which have been from time to
time expended in endeavoring to improve
the facilities upon the Island, and also the
loss on. running the Island Railway, my
hon. friend will see that the postal revenue

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL.

from the Island bears no proportion at all.
to the amount of money expended for im-
proving the facilities for transport and
mail service. We expend the money:
there, because the duty is imposed upon

us by the terms of the Union, and with 3.
sincere desire to carry out those terms,

and from no expectation of obtaining &

revenue from it. If the hon. gentleman!
had looked seriously into the matter he.
would have seen that the Government

have done a great deal towards meeting

the wishes of the people of the Island.

We have done a great deal latterly by sub-

sidizing the branch on the mainland ; we

have done a great deal by constructing the

branch on the Island, and we have doné
a great deal by taking the ice-boat service

between those two points into our own

hands. At first it was in the hands of the

Post Office Department, and then it was

placed in the hands of the Marine De-

partment ; everything in reason has been

done, and I must say more than could .
have been expected at the hands of the

Government for increasing and improving -
the service between the Island and the

mainland. My hon. friend suggests that

we have done very little.

HoN. Mr. HAYTHORNE—No, I
give you credit for all you have done;
but I say you mar it all by the rates you:
charge.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—My-
hon, friend referred on a previous occasion
to the report of the Special Committee of
the other branch of the Legislature on.
this subject. That report recommende
that instead of being let by contract to
private individuals, the service at the
Capes should in future be a Government"
servicee. We did that. We took it out
of private hands, and made it a Govern-
ment service. The second recommenda-
tion was that a larger number of boats and
au. increased number of men be employed,
sufficient to enable daily trips to be made
in both directions whenever crossing is
practicable. We have done that. There
is a larger service, there are more boats
and more boatmen, and we have made it
a daily service.  The third recommenda-
tion was that boat-houses be constructed .
on both sides of the Straits for protecting .
and repairing the boats and for accomn0--
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S‘“‘“g the men.  Boat-houses have been
Onstructed—my hon. friend uear me
. Montgomery) says comfortable
Ouses—and facilities for keeping the
sents dry, and making the crews and pas-
p gers as comfortable as can be. The
ourth recommendation was that stations
a(c)lr observation and signal service be
‘¥ Opted for the guidance of the boats
: lle crossing. 1 do not know whether
wat has been done or not, but an officer
sa§ sent down’ there for the purpose of
€eIng that everything was done that was
%‘:Ctl(:able to make the crossing safe.
i zeedﬂfth recommendation was that good
rel row boats be provided to assist or
b €ve the ice-boats in open water
ch:tches. The officer in command is
necrged to do everything in his judgment
andess::try to meet any difficulty or danger,
sixth dare say he has done that. The
sor recommendation was that a small
by €W steamer should be used during a
; :DSIderablg _portion of the winter
coulfio_nnectlon with the lcg-boats, and
ice be safely docked in the bord
d when not at work. That has not been
one, but that will follow if it is found to

: P“?{‘:essary and useful for the security of
refe he seventh recommendation is “In
€rence to the summer communication,

at in connection with the railway to

< :l})re Traverse and the branch now in
pierssehOf construction on the main land,
ang should be constructed at both Capes,
Veya: Steam ferry established for the con-
Summci of the mail and passengers in the
’eporte. season, in accordapce with the
The 1 ‘10f Mr. McLeod, Civil Engineer.”
got dal way on the mamlgnq ha§ not yet
or th;)wn to the water ; it is within two
it Willege miles of it,and when it gets down
that time to consider the matter. So
" seven y hon. friend will see that out of
: Omm.recommendatlons made by the
at yetmee of the Lower House one is
ave coPOSs.lble, and of the other six we
endeg mplied with five of those recom-
i ?ln(‘l endorsed by my hon. friend.

the viey, oing a good deal towards meeting
Islang. s of the people of Prince Edward
compla; Then my hon. friend says his
Plaint is with reference to the tariff of
'8¢8. The tariff of charges may be too
on tha agl not in a position to pronounce
Tevised’s ut it 1s a tarift capable of being
at any time and made reasonable.

But what the hon. gentleman says was
demanded of him for crossing does not
seem to me to be.a large sum for the
service. Looking back to the time when
Parliament sat at Quebec, and when we
had to cross the St. Lawrence, less than a
mile (whereas the crossing between the
Straits is eight miles) I, and many hon.
gentlemen round me, constantly paid from
$4 to $5 for being crossed in a canoe over
the floating ice. We had four or five men
pulling a wooden canoe, with great labor,
requiring considerable dexterity and a
good knowledge of the navigation to keep
us away from or to cross the floes of ice,
and I do not know that any member of
Parliament thought four or five dollars too
large a sum for the service. If there are
many poor people who cross the Straits of
Northumberland in the winter season,
perhaps the tariff should be revised. The
memorandum which has been handed to
me in reference to this matter is as fol-
lows :—

<t The Winter Mail Service between Prince
Edward [sland and the Mainland is under the
control of the Marine Department.

¢ The steamer Northern Light runs be-
tween Georgetown and Pictou, when the con-
dition of the ice in the Straits of Northumber-
land permit her doing so.

¢ The Passenger tariff by this route is $3.00
each ; Berth, $1 each; Breakfast, 40 cents ;
Dinver, 50 cents; Supper, 40 cents. - '

¢«When it is found impossible to keepup con-
tinual communication by theNorthcrnEigM,
the Mails are transported by ice-boats from
Cape Traverse, in Prince Edward Island, to
Cape Tormentine, in New Brunswick,and vice
versa.

“ The charge for Passengers crossing by
this route is $2 each, when t| e‘X, have a strap
and travel outside the boats. hen passen- -
gers desire to be hauled in one of the three
uswal mail boats the charge is $4 for each
passenger ; but if exira boate are hired for
the purpose of hauling passengers, then the
charge is $7 each. The cost of hiring an
extra boat and crew for the round trip is $25.

« Pagsenger Tariff by the Steamer Northern
Light, plying between Georgetown, in
Prince I‘?dward 1sland, and Pictou, Nova
Scotia, and by [ce-Boats between Cape
Traverse, in Prince Edward lsland, and
Cape Tormentine in New Brupswick :—

S.S. Northern Light.

Passengers, each ..... veese $3 00
Berth, each, per voyage .... 100 °
Breakfast,.cove cocesetecnes 40
Dinner coseee covees cevnenes 50
40

Supper ..cicenvcirincnncns
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dce-Boats.
Passengers, each, when taking a Strap..$2 00
" w when hauled in regu-
lar Mail Boats .... 4 00
when hauled in extra
boats hired for that

" "

PUrpO8E ..o .uen 00
Twenty-five pounds of baggage with
each passenger ........... «eesese .. FREE.

(When the baggage exceeds 25 lbs. in weight
3 cents per 1b. extra ie charged.)

¢ Twenty-five pounds baggage is allowed to
be taken by eacB passenger free of charge;
when it exceeds that weight three cents per
pound extra is exacted.

¢ Reference might be made to the Hon.

- Senators Montgomery and Carvell, who
crossed recently in the Government boats as
to the efficiency of the service.

*The Department of Marine learns that
when the ice-boat service was under contract
the cost of transporting passengers, in-
cluding gratuities to the crews, was
more than under the present srrangement.
The men now receive good wages for their
services, and gratuities are not allowed, and
if passengers pay the crews anything addi-
tional for hauling beyond the regular fares,
such payments are made without the know-
ledge ot the Department.

. ““ The tariff by the ice-boats has not been
published. Printed bhandbills showing the

assenger and freight tariff of the Northern
II)A'ght were issued in December last. A copy
is herewith attached.

* Norick is hereby given that the following
will be the Passenger and Freight Tariff by
the Steamer Northern Light, plying between
Prince Edward Island and the Mainland dur-
ing the Winter Season of 1885-85, viz i—

Passengers, each .......... $3 00
Berth, each, per voyage .... 1 00
Breakfast, each ...... vasene 40
Dinner, each ....uc...... 50

Suppereceees civieieeinenn 40
“ Not more than thirty passengers will be
taken on any trip, and a Register Book of
Passengers will be kept at Pictou and George-
town, in which each passenger is required to
register his name and address.
Double First-class Goods, per LOO 1bs., 32 cts
o

First.class do 16 cts
Second-class do do 12 cts
Third-class do do 10 cte
Fourth-class do do 9 cts

Flour, per barrel.c.oes.evuiene . 0ose 16 cts
(These rates to be upon goods delivered
alongside the vessel, whether at the wharf or
on the ice, and all expenses incurred by the
Government in conveying goods from the ves-
sel to the wharf, or vice versa, will be an
extra charge on the freighter.)
¢¢ Hides and Pelts to be packed in casks or
barrels, and properly marked. If in bundles
these goods will not be taken.
WM. SMITH,
Deputy of the Minister of
arine and Fisheries.
« Department of Marine and Fisheries,
Ottawa, 18t December, 1885.”

How. Sir. ALEX. CAMPBELL.

The following extract, from a letter
from Mr. Richard Sloggett Lloyds, Sur-
veyor, Charlottetown, Prince Edward
Island, dated 22nd February, 1886, to
Mr. Smith, Deputy Minister of Marine,
relative to the ice-boat service, will show
his opinion of the manner in which that
service has been conducted between Cape
Tormentine and Cape Traverse :—

“I have very much pleasure in stating
that your representative down here, Captain
McElﬂinney, is doing his work admirablf;.
The mails arrive almost daily, and generally
early in the day. The arrangements are ex-
cellent, and I hear every perszon speak in the
highest terms of the Captain. I have not
been up myself, but many of my friends have
paid a visit to the Capes to see and inspect
for themselves, and have heard only one
opinion expressed.”

I think, hon. gentlemen, we have done
a good deal, the expenditure and the
revenue considered, and persons who are
reasonable about those things will believe
that a very efficient service has been es-
tablished by the Government, and that
we are endeavouring in every way in our
power to fulfil and carry out the terms on
which Prince Edward Island entered the
Union. I have omitted to mention the
large expenditure on the Island where we
had to purchase a pier from a private
party, so that my hon. friend, if he would
only be reasonable about it—he is gener-
ally reasonable and I beg his pardon for
thinking that he is not so now—would see
that we have expended a good deal of
money, and have done everything that the
experience of the representatives from the
Island has suggested to make this serv-
ice effective and complete; and I hope
and believe, even in the face of loss from
the Island railway, and in face of the
difficulties that exist in making connection
with the mainland, that my hon. friend
will always find the present Government,
and, I hope, any future Government,
ready and anxious to do everything in
their power, in reason, to carry out
the terms of Union, and make
effective the service between the Island
and the mainland. My hon. friend from
Park Corner speaks of Captain Muttart
who has been long in the service. He
must mean that he was long a contractor ;
he has never been in the public service.
I would be very glad indeed if anything
could be suggested that would meet my
hon. friend’s wishes in that respect ; but
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tIniam afraid I cannot hold out any pro-

i S¢. If Captain Muttart has had bad

Imes, he is like all of us who are in the

Pursuit of private business and private

ﬁilns. I am afraid the (Guvernment can
tdly do anything for him.

eHON. Mr. HAYTHORNE—The hon.
§i Ntleman has not mentioned the condi-
Ons which the Government imposes upon

SSengers crossing in the ite boats.
tﬁ‘;fl?)’ he will not undertake to defend

Hon. S1r ALEX. CAMPBELL—I re-
&ret that I do not know anything about it.
n:’xll undertake to enquire about it; I

Ver heard of it before. I do not know
au:t conditions are.imposed or by what
anotomy’ bat I will inquire and take

€r occasion to refer to the matter.

haﬁ:nb Mr. CARVELL—Reference
the le%deeen made in the papers read by

give. r of the Government to myself,
Whicshme an opportunity of following him,
 cour, perhaps I would not have had the
at "“8? to do butfor that reference. I feel
toma l;éw remarks from me are ncuessary,
forcedt € fact that recently I have been
With th'to publish a letter in connection
aboyg 1S question. 1 crossed the Straits
friend? week, I think, before my hon.
Wards ;orn Marshﬁe}d, and shortly after-
Paper observeq in a Montreal news-
arran, an  editorial attacking  the
SEVergemems for this season rather
it m );; and giving as authority for
hon gr on. friend from Marshfield, my
sangund from Park Corner, and myself
. w“;hedhhctween the two, and as the
.~ Sought to be conveyed by that
?g‘filsnwere. entirely at variance with that
¢ of it, I thought it was due to my-
O;ex? Sy nothing of what is due to the
Signatnmem’ to contradict it over my own
emll;e, Which T did in the Montreal
- Since doing so, in talking with the
'dOl’s:e dmci]%r of this motion, he has en-
of v i; _that was in that letter, the gist
betWe

Views

Ch 1s that the condition of things
.memisg Sape. Traverse and Cape Tor-
than j this winter js very much better

ouses €ver was before ; that the boat-
arrange are a very great boon; that the
hinne Ments made by Captain McEL
“U€Y In securing the services of the

men, and bis management of them is a
very great improvement ; that one of the
greatest dangers of the whole crossing is
removed by the fact of having a warm
house into which the boats may be taken
to be cleaned, and when they goout in
the morning they are free from ice and
water. It has happened to me on pre-
vious occasions, while crossing with a
boat apparently tight when we started,
that after being twenty minutes in the
water a great hole could be found in it,
this hole being closed up by ice which
the water soon melted, and we had diffi-
culty in keeping her afloat. I know that
I have myself baled for hours while the
men wete working along with me. The
men now have comfortable quarters in
which to wait until the proper time has
arrived for them to start. I may say that
before leaving Cape Traverse I was in the
boat-house for an hour mingling with the
men, with nearly all of whom I am well
acquainted, having crossed some forty
times in the last five or six years.
They were all satisfied with the
arrangements, and said they were the
best they had ever had. These men,
instead of having to take the boat at the
shore, or near it, and haul it to the bord
ice, are put in comfortable sleighs and
hauled out by teams as passengers, so
that when they get to the bord ice they
have not exhausted a portion of their
strength in hauling the boat over a mile
and a half of rough ice. On the other
side, having crossed they are put into a
sleigh and driven to another comfortable
house where they get warmed and can
change their clothes and sleep if they like
until the return voyage commences. The
boats are well equipped with oars and
boat hooks. No intoxicating liquors are
allowed around the place. I know thatin
former years when men have been
detained for three or four days by adverse
circumstances, when the time arrived that
they could cross, they were not worth
half as much because of the lives they led
in the meantime. That is now a thing of
the past. Capt. McElhinney has done
wonders for the time he has been there;
and so far there has been a very great
improvement, all of which, I think, the
mover of this motion will endorse pub-
licly, as he has done to me privately.
But hon. gentlemen, this is a very small
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portion of the service.  The hon. leader
of the Government has said they have
done a good deal, and so they have ; but
we were a long time in the Union before
we got these improvements.  The boat-
houses ‘were talked about a good many
years and I am glad that they have come
at last.  What we want now more than
anything else is small steamers, one to be
kept on either side, as auxilliaries ; some-
times they may not be used at all, and
sometimes they may be indispensable. I
have had agood deal of experience, waiting
for an opportunity to cross. I was de-
tamned there one week, in weather as fine
as to-day has been.  The only difficulty
was four or five miles of open water in the
middle of the Strait, over which it would
have been dangerous for small boats to
pass. Now, if we had a couple of small
steamers to run across these open spaces,
not only would the time of-the passage
be -shortened but the danger would be
minimized. The last time I crossed,
about three weeks ago, five-eighths of the
voyage could have been completed in
half an hour, and there would have been
little or no danger or hardship. The
leader of the Government in -this House
understands very well what my idea on
this subject is. Further, we ought to have
a boat with supplies of necessary and use-
ful articles, in case of accidents like the
one that occurred last winter.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—Do
you mean a supply boat to go with the
others ?

Hon. Mr. CARVELL—Ves; there

should never be less than three toats to-
gether at one time, and one of these
should be a supply boat.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY--Not all going
out together?

Hon. Mr. CARVELL—VYes, all going
out together; that is the arrangement this
winter. They never start with less than
three boats. -But they do not take sup-
plies. Supposing these boats were over-
taken in a storm and were kept out
all night, as unfortunately happened
last winter, the supplies required
would readily suggest themselves—
rubber covers, fuel, and food which could

- .Hon. Mr. CARVELL.

be put in a condensed form—and should
always be kept on hand. We who come
from Prince Edward Island who are accus-
tomed to cross the Straits might talk from
now until doomsdayand could not convey
any idea of the uncertanity and often
hardship of crossing the Straits in winter.

No one can tell in starting how long he
will be in the boats. I remember on one
occasion I had to wait for five days for an
opportunity to cross. 1 was urged by the
boatmen to go with them one day, but
refused. They told me I could get across
in five hours,but I persisted in myrefusal.

I hired a horse and sleigh and drove home
and I afterwards learned that the men

were out thirteen hours and in the end were
obliged to return to the place from which
they had started. That occurred in the
month of February. The hardship of
crossing the Straits in winter is always
great and there is more or less risk attend-
ing the passage. My hon. friend from
Marshfield spoke of a suggestion having
been made that the Northern Light should
be put on the route from Souris to Cape
George. If she succeeded in getting over,,
it might be said of the passengers that
their last state was worse than the first ;
fancy passengers landed at Cape George
—they might almost as well be landed at
Cape Breton! It would be better for
them to remain at home until they got a
chance te cross than to be landed at Cape
George. As to the document whick
passengers are required to sign, I have no
hesitation in saying that if I were injured
in crossing the Straits I would make 2
claim for compensation. Suppose my
hon. friend, while pulling on the strap,
should get his foot between two clumps of
ice and break his leg I doubt if he would
have a fair claim for damages against the
Government. I do not approve of the
system of requiring passengers to sign

such a document, though my own opinion
is they might as well sign it as not ; they
are as likely to get paid one way as the
other. I have a lot of claims against the
Government and I cannot get any of themy
settled. Referenee has been made to the
old tariff. I am getting a little light on
the subject and it appears to me that I
have been a victim. My hon. friend tells
me that for $5 he could get a ticket which
would entitle him to be taken across the
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(h

Strait ;
I one of the c
to Amherg. boats and conveyed

Hox. M. HAYTHORNE—Yes.
selfl(;:' MR, CARVELL—I crossed my-
circ'um a strap man, for many years, but

ntin Stances have prevented me from

ave b“lng It, and for some time past I

for Whﬁ,n obliged to take a cabin passage,
signatuc »88 I have said over my own
leds 41, C In the press, I have never paid
1y paj ;" $15—for which T have repeated-
on, tri$l6’ and sometimes $zo. If my
cheap v:nd has been carried over in that
Never ay, I must have been a victim. I
ive th With one exception, hesitated to

€ men—and there are five of them

\a .
o Bratuity of $1 each, and as my hon.

nen ..
d from Sarnia is not present, I may

d
l,a:c?ott]e of something to warm them

Ing on the bord ice.

Hon,
amgqy
i
Inclyq
ey 7

, Mr. HAYTHORNE—Was the
t which the hon. gentleman men-
Paid to the contractors, or did it
€ the bonus which he paid to the
Hon,
less thay,
Peateq)y
and ip o4

MR CARVELL-I never paid

15 to the contractors I have re-
paid $16 and sometimes $2o,
€ach ang dition I have paid the men $r
thing to given them a bottle of some-
8rudgeq Warm them on landing. I never
muck, It, and I did not think it was too
Phised, o cWas therefore agreeably sur-

Year, to fin doming to Cape Traverse this

Usua]

. that, including my luggage,
Only $10,

mount I carry, I was charged
take 3, and now I find that by a mis-
McElhinreadmg his instructions Capt.
was - i, ney charged me $3 more than he
tarify | corgd to demand. Under this

$20, Ip;‘:’ $7 instead of from $15 to
that SCOreave therefore no grievance on

thAbout the veterans, I think one of
Irvig enalse entirely out of court. Mr.
cElh: an arrangement with Capt.
the D::i:jl: ney and signed a contract, and
he. give ';f?-ndmg was that not only should
®ffortg o, 1S services but also his best
Service, nd good-will in carrying out the
boatr, en He Immediately went to the
me ang Ianfi said to them, “ You stick to
will stick to you ; and the first

time the mail comes we will get more
money.” This coming to McElhinney’s
ears, he immediately dismissed him, and
very properly. As to the other, Muttart,
a respectable man in every way, he was
well satisfied with the change. I was
round the boat-houses with him the other
day, and he said the service was ever so
much better than he had ever seen it be-
fore, and all he wanted was that Capt.
McElhinney should purchase two of his
boats. The Captain thought he would
take one of them, and I hope he will
That is all that is wrong with Muttart.
He is in comfortable circumstances, and
only wants to get rid of his boats. He is
perfectly satisfied, and so are most of the
people in the neighborhood. Most of
those who cross the Straits say that they
were never so well treated before. At the
same  time, I admit that the Northern
Light might be a good deal better than
she is, and there are a great many other
things that might be better done.

Ho~n. Mr. HOWLAN-—I did not in-
tend to take any part in this debate for
reasons which I will shortly state. I
thought that on another occasion an op-
portunity would be afforded me to speak
on this question. But there is one state-
ment which has fallen from the leader of
the Government in this House which re<
quires an explanation at my hands. It
has been bandied about in the newspapers
and stated in this House that Prince Ed-
ward Island contributes less revenue to
the Dominion Treasury than she receives
from it. To that statement I take par-
ticular exception.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMBPELL—I
did not make that statement. I said the
Post Office revenue was smaller than the
expenditure.

Hon. MrR. HOWLAN-—T am very glad
to hear the hon. member’s explanation.
It is continually dinned into the ears of
the Prince Edward Islanders that the
Dominion is giving us more thap we pay.
I say that is not a fact. I say it cannot
be substantiated. You do not in the
Public Accounts get at the revenue which
is contributed by Prince Edward Island.
When we were a separate colony, we had
a direct tariff and a direct revenue, and it
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could be seen at a glance what the amount
of our revenue was. I assert, and I
challenge contradiction, that 88 per cent
of the importations into Prince Edward
Island are bought directly from travellers
who are the representatives of firms in
London, Hamilton, Montreal, Quebec,
Halifax and St. John. That is a fact
which every business man who under-
stands the question will substantiate.
Therefore, when you take from the Public
Accounts of this country the statement of
revenue derived directly from Customs
and Inland Revenue, I say it does not
show the amount that Prince Edward
Island contributes. I assert that Prince
Edward Island pays more into the Treas-
ury of the Dominion than she gets from
it. However, that is beside the question.
Whether we pay more or pay less has
nothing to do with the question before
the House. The Island is now a pro-
vince of the Confederation. It was ad-
mitted on certain terms and conditions
which have not been carried out. I say that
Prince Edward Island has not been
properly treated. We are told that
changes have been made in the mail
service ; that boat houses have been
erected and that certain other things have
been done and, as a consequence, that
there is greater security to life and property
and Her Majesty’s mails. This is proof,
if proof were needed, that until recently
the service was neither safe nor satisfac-
tory. It is the duty of the Government
to make the mail service efficient because
it is of extreme importance to the whole
country that it should be so. The question
has been asked—how many people cross
the Straits in winter? Whatever the
number may be, one thing is certain—no
man crosses there unless he is compelled
to do so; but if you take the summer
season, when there is open navigation, you
will find that the travel between the Island
and the mainland is as great asbetween any
other two Provinces of the Dominion. I
should be very glad if a record were kept
of the number of persons crossing and
the places to which they belong. I venture
to say that it would be found that more
people from Ontario and Quebec cross
the Straits in the winter than from Nova

Scot