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September 1, 1950.

The United Sizte:z Coast Guard ship and three United
Statec Mavy vesse: s vwh:ech sailied this summer to the Cansdian
hretic regionus in support of the jolnt weather programme being
carried out there vy the Governments of Canada znd the United
States have now returnaed to cast coast ports. It was announced in
Ottawa end Washington on July 12 that the four ships (the ice-
breakers USS "Ecisto® ond USCGC "Eastwind", the cargo vessel
U85 "whitley", and the 0SS "LST 533" which was to serve as a cargo
vessel) with Canadi=n aznd Onited States representatives aboard,
were sailing to the Arctic.

. During ths sumner thcy resu“pl ed the joint weather
stetion at Alert, Fllesucre Island, which was ecstabliched during
the siring of 1950. 4 stock of supplies and equipnent require=d for
this station wes tal'ean in by United Stetes Navy water transport in
1945 and by Canadicn and United States Air Force trensport aircraft
in the spring of 1950 vihon the station wes set ugp. The joint weathcr
"taulon at Resolute, Cornwellis Is sland, opened in 1947, &nd the
station =zt Eure&a, Fllesumere Islond, estzbliched by ulrlift in the
spring of 1947, were clso vesuppiled.

In route to 4lert, the icebreaiters procecded through

heuvy polar pzck ice 7 up to 30 fzet in thiciness, the heuaviest
chOhntered in five yrers of frctic resunply operationz. The

UECGC "Lastwind® r.ac..d 82 degrees 36 minutes 45 seconds latituce,
within LYy 5 nzuticai miles of the North Polc, while passing the
northeastern tip of Ellasuisre Island., This is believed to be tle
northerniiost. point in the  sestern hemisphere reached by any ship
under 1ts own powelr.

The chips ern route to Resolute, the njor resupply port
for the task group, Icund Lancaster Sound completely free of ice
tnd encountercd only ¢ Tew zncll fields of scattercc ice ipn Barrow
Strait, 2 favourabie «~1n’ition which hud riol hcen enjoyed by sone
of the fornmer resupely nlssiens. BExcellent wenthir, except for fog,
continued throuchoud the four drys the ships were anchored off
Resclute weather stotion, CJTﬂhulliS Islznd.

The USS "Zdi-to' carried two helicopters ard the "Eastwimg

\
L“’one helicoptar, 231 of thich wvere used extensively ond to great

4

sdvantage in “hort—lan;w ice reco.r’ esence ~nc for the trans-
rortotion of Concdi-n Onvormiint surveyors snd othcr field tech-
niclons to locations vt ve ostro ”O°lt;01w, t.ir=in elevetion,
fuology, wvilatife rd ey coeopynaiganne, icld sthaies were
acconmlishe], :
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Long-range ice reconnaissance wes furnished exclugively
ty RCAF zircraft from 405 sguadron, Mazritime Group Helifex, N.S.;
this group is commaznded by Air Conmnodore R. C. Gordon, CBE.

The ships which participated in the resupply mission were
ander the commend of Captein G. E. Peterson, United States Navy,
stbarked in the USS "Edisto! during the first part of the operation,
‘nd in the USCGC "Ezstwind' during the lattcr t,urt The second in
comrnd and Comnmender Supply Unit was Captedin i, Van Metre, United
ntalbes Navy. The "Edisto' was comnaended by Commonder W. F.
forrison, United States Novy; the "Eastwind" by Ceptzin 0. Al

Peterson, United States Congt Guard; the Wwhitlcy!" by Captein E. K.
jizc;a, United States Navy; end the "LST 533" by Lieutenant Com-
amnder J. E. Vautrot, United States Navy.

The senior Cenadian representztive vho poarticivated in
e resupsly nmission was Mr. J. W. Burton of the Arctic Divicsion
¥ the Departuent of Resources and Development. Mr. C. J. Hubbard,
snizf of Arctic Projects, United Stotes Wecther Bureou, was the
-mnior United States official until his untirmely deatihh in anRCAF
+irnlzne crash at Alert on July 31, 1950, when, in accordance with
¢irective fror the Chicf of the United States Vienther Bureeu,
r. J. Glenn Dyer, Unitcd States Venther Bureau, was assigned this
~osition.
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The joint weather stotion progromne was initizted to sro-
Jide uieteorologicel observeaticons required for more accurate shorbh-
range forecesting, and to accunulate research data necessary for
che solution of long-range forecasting problens.

The princiral officers 2t the joint wezther staticns ore:

STATION CANLDA UNITEL STATES
(0fficers in chszrge) (Executive Officers)
Resolute 5. W. Dewar C. 0. Fiske
Eurcka N. . Sinon R. 0. Derrick
Isachsen V. Marsh R. Roezek
Hould Bay J. H. Scarlett G. Bergiund
Alcrt : J. L. Lzfrenchise C. J. Clifton

(This text is being relezsed simultaneously in Ottawa »na
“'ishington.)




