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PRESS RELEASE

INFORMATION DIVISION
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
OTTAWA - CANADA

NO. 89 FOR RELE.LSE AT 10 P.M. DECEWRER 30, 1949.

Decenber 30, 1949.

The Honcurable L. B. Pear on, Secretary of State for
Externcl Affeirs, ennounced todey that the Civil Service
Comnmission hed epproved the eppointment of C. S. A. Ritchie
as Assistant Under-Secretary of Stote for External Affairs.
Mr. Pearson clso announced that R. M. Macdonnell had bcen named
Minister at the Canadian Embassy in Paris. Mr. H=ocdonnell hos
recently been Canadien Charge d!'Affeires in Praguc. Mr.
Ritchic hzs been Counsellor at the Canadian Enmbassy, Pcris.
It is cxpected that Mr. Macdomnell will tcoke up his appointment
in Paris some time in Jenuary; Mr. Ritchie will assume his
responsibilities in Ottowa some time during the stme month.

The appointment to France of an experienced officer
of the Department with the rank of lMinistcr is 2 rccognition
of the importence atteched to the Cansdian Embassy in Peris.
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With the prescnt app01ntmcnt of MrJ thégle, the
nucber of Assistant Under-Secretaries in the Department is
increescd from two to threce. The cthers arc Leon Mayrand and
Herbert Moran,

Biogrephicel notes of Mr. Ritchie and lMr. Macdonnell
erc attached,

The Ambassad or is r or—Gcncrul Georges P. Venicr. [PPRE




~C. S. A. RITCHIE

Mr. Ritchie was born in Halifex on September 23,
1906. He attended Trinity College School, Pourt Hope; University
of King's College, Halifax; Pembroke College, Oxford (B.A.
and MJA., 1929); Harverd University (M.4., 1930) and the
University of Poris. He joined the Department of Externcl
Lffairs as a Third Secretary in 1934 =nd was posted to the
Canedian Legaticn, Weshington, in 1936. In 1939 he was trans-
ferred to the Office of the High Ccumissioner for Canada in
London, and returned to Ottawe for duty in January, 1945.
Since January, 1947, he has been Counsellor at the Canadian
Enbassy in Paris.

R. M, MACDONRELL

Mr., Macdonnell was born in Vernca, B.C., on Mey 11,
1909. He graducted frowm the University of IManitoba in 1930
with the degree of B.A. in History &nd Philoscphy, =nd luter
studied nodern histery at Oxford University. Befere joining
the Department of External Affairs cs 2 Third Secretary in
1934, Mr. Mzcdennell was & lecturer zt the Manitobe University
Suurer School, 1930, and at St. Pz2ul's College, liinnipeg, :
1932-33. He was posted to the Canzdien Legation, Washington, =
in Janvary, 1935, cnd trensferred to the Canadien Legation,
Kuibyshev, U.S.S5.R., in 1943. Aftcr serving fron January, 1945,
tc March, 1947, with the Department in Ottawa, he wus appointed
Charge! d'Affeires at the Cancdian Legation in Prague.




