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The Honourable L. B. Pearson, Secretary of State for

Exterr. :l. c Affc .irs, announced today that the Civil Service
Commission hcd 4pproved the appointment of C . S . A. Ritchie
as Assistant Umicr-Seeretary of State for Extern^1 Affairs .
Mr. Pearson also F.nnounced that R . M . ;:iacdonnell had been named

Minister at the Canadia .-i Ersbassy in Paris . Mr. ::iacdonnell has
recently been Canadian Charge dtAffwires in Prague . Mr .
Ritchie has been Counsellor at the Canadian Embassy, Paris .
It is expected th:t Mr . Macdonnell will take up his appointr.ent

in Paris some ti.:nc in January ; Mr. Ritchie tiyrill assume his
responsibilities in Ottawa some time during the same month .

The appointment to France of an experienced officer
of the Depc.rtmcnt with the rank of Minister is a recognition
of the importance attached to the Canadian Embassy in Paris .
The Ambassador is Major-Gencra]. Georges P . Vs.nicr .

With the present appointment -of"&Zr : Ritchie, the
nw.bcr of Assistant Under-Secretsrics in the Dcpartmcnt is
increascd from two to three . The cthers arc Leon L•Iayrrnd and
Herbert Mort:.n .

Biographical notas of Mr. Ritchie and Mr . tSacdonr.ell
arc attached.
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C . S . A. RITCHIE

Mr . Ritchie was born in Halifax on September 23 ,
1906 . He attended Trinity College School, Port Hope ; University
of King's College, Ha1if.Lx ; Pembroke College, OySord (B .ti .
and M .A ., 1929) ; Harvard University (M .A ., 1930) and the
University of Paris . He joi;ed the Departr.:z~nt of :rxterr., .l
Affairs as a Third Secretary in 1934 and was posted to the
Canadian Legation, 174shington, in 1936 . In 1939 he was tr<.,ns-
ferred to the Office of the High Cor:u_►issionor for Canada in
London, and returned to Ottawa for duty in JanuarJ*, 1945 .
Since January, 1947, he has been Counsellor at the Canadian
Embassy in Paris .

R . M. UACDOh'NELL

Mr . Macdonnell was born in Vernon, B .C ., on May 11,
1909 . He graduated from the University of Manitoba in 1930
with the degree of B .A . in History Lnd Philosophy, and later
studied modern history at Oxford University . Before juining
the Department of External Affairs as a Third Secretary in
1934, Mr . hi::cdonnell was a lecturer at the Manitoba University
Sur.L::er School, 1930, and at St . Paul ' s College, 14irxiipeg,
1932-33 . He was posted to the Canadian Legatiun, vlashingtep,
in January, 1935, and transferred to the Canadian LEg4tion,
Kuibyshev, U .S .S .R ., in 1943 . Aftcr serving fr om' Janu_^ry, 1945,
to March, 1947, with the Department in Ottav:a, he was appointed
Charge ' d ' Affaires at the Canadian Legation in Prague.


