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I m glad to haTe this opportunitycf addressing the members
of the Richelieu Club of Liontreal .

I nee3 not praise the Richelieu Clubs . Although established
only threa years agofl they have alreâdy shovm théir mettle . They have
rapidly multiplied across the Provinees of Quebec and Ontario, from
Ottawa to Rimouski and from Sudbury to Chicoutimi .

As you knovrr, it was in the federal . capital that the Richelieu

Clubs criginate3 . I see evidence in this fact of the d9sirability for

ai]. Caiiadians to have contacts between the •raricus provinces for the

mutual bsnefit of ail . In it alsa I see eTiden:e of the impflssibility of
confining to the Province of Quebec thase Canadieus vrho speak my langnage

and belcng .to my rèligicn ; veherever they go, French-speaking Canadians
make an important contribution to our national lifé . The 26 Richelieu
Clubs which alrea3y exist (and I am told that others are about to be
organized) play a leading role in the social and gducational spheres and
especially in the prctection of needy children .

Our democratic system implies that all citizens should do their
part for the general wmlfare, and it is stimulating to think that our
professional and busineas men gather in such clubs, the aims of which
are so cc~aendable and prs.iseworthy, .

Your motto "Peace and Fraternity" shows the nobility and
generasity by 'which you are Frompted, Gentlemen, and ycu will readily
understand why I have deemed it adrisable to talk ts ycu taday of the
great problem of peace, xhich is no dcubt always present in your minds .

This problem is one in which Re are all intere9ted and which
affects not only the citizens of today but also those of tomorrow totivards
whem ycu are devoted. I can assure you that in spite of the false rumors
which certain people are spreading about me, there is nothing that I
have more at hesrt than the preserQation cf peace in the world .

&hen I sey thst I have nothing more at heart than peace, I
knox thst all hcnest Canadians vrill beliete me Lecause they know that I
am five tiaes a father and thirteen tiaes a grandfather . I shall nePer
forget the anzieties my wife and I vrsnt thZough wiiile our son wa s
serving on the high seas aboard a Canadian corvette and I can assure
you that as long as I hea3 the Gorer~ent I shall spare no effort, I
shall do everything in ny power to avert the threat of a new conflict .

I do not rrsnt to ezperienYe egain the same an=ieties, neither do I xant
my children to ezporience thear and I Mish also to spare them to all my
fellow-countrymen . Iwas not the only one to g~ through such an ezperience .

tiany of my best friends have had a son killed or injurad, and s ome of

them e4en died of grief . I have viàited enough 4etezans° hospitals to
know what sad train of physical and moral sufferings wsr leaves b4hind it .
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I know that during the last conllicta hundreds of thousand s
of Canadians have had either a husband, a son or a brother engaged in the
araed forces, and that they do-n®t wish-the tragedy of these last years
to repeat itself . There is nothing'that our fathers and mothers desire
more than the preservation of peace .

The Canadian people are not Narlike . They have never sought
war and I am convinced that they will never seek it . We cannot live shut
off from the rest of the vrorld, I need not tell you that, on account of
the systematic obstruction by a great power, added to its ill-will and
frantic embitions, it cannot be said that there is security in the world
today. The international situation is not desperate but it'is undoubtedly

seriaus.

Of course war'is avo!dable and I em convinced that if we pursue
the firm policy which is ours, at present, we shall avoid war . We wo'sld
show a lack of the most elementary ±ealism were we te eonsider it an

impossibility . Let us pray that war be spared by Providence to the men
and womea of our generation and of many more generations to come . Let us
not forget however the wisdom of the old sayingt RGod helps those who
help themselties tD .

Face3 vrith this groxing insecurityn all nations who are anaicus
to preserve peace and safeguard their de,mocratic and Christian institutions
are bound to teke together the measures vrhtch are essential to avert the
growing menace of totalitarian and iaperialistlc-cr^muunism . The Christian

nations haie not lost hope of seeing, svme dey, the triumph of the universa l

..principles of. the San Francisco Charter . Bit they are all conscious of the
necessity for them, until these ideals finally material+ze, to en8ure their
security throùgh the conclusion of regional pacts such as the North
Atlantic Pact .

As far as I am câncerned ; I am ccnvinc3d that the best and most
practical msans of prese:°ving the peace is to achiese union between all
peace-loving nations as soon as possible .

It is not enough to have right on our side ;' we must also have
the neces9ary strength to ensure that'it is respec :ted . Only union can
provide us with the re quired strength . Becau:e I am convinced of that,
I deem it my duty to sp,are no effort, with my fellow-ccuntrymen as well
as wit.h the goverrmtents concerned, to obt9.in the early establishment of
su5h a sy.stem of alliances .

We do Lot want a third world War. 17e xish to go on living in
peace with those v.ho are dear to us . FJe must do everythirg to avoid a
new catastrophe .

Ycu $11 know that Great Britain, France, Beigium, Holland and
Luzemtourg hace Aigned the Brussels Treaty . Yau knc+w that the Brussels
Treaty is a guarantee for these members of the Western Uion, of the
closest politi .al, economic and military co-operation . These European
nations, uegkene3 by the last vr3r, are no more able to ensure by them--
selves their oarn seeurity and the preservation of international pea :e
than the United States or Canada alone . This is vchy it is important to
achieve union of all these nations as scon as pogsitle through a powerriil
system of collective security .

In that spirit, repreaentatives of Canada, the United States
and the Western Union countries have already teen studying for several
months the possible tezms of a North Atlantic Security Pact .

I hope that these talks, uow taking place in a coràial

atmosphere will brinQ about the negotiaticn of a treaty . Oncs its

clauses have been defined, the Canadisn Parliament, as far as our country

is concerned, arill be called upon to accept or rb j ect thEm. You rrill



all admit, I think ; that-our geographie pcsitien, cur historic ties,
our security and our Christian traditions dthand that Canada take a
place within this criiaaunity of European nations . It is a secret to no

one that the cor.~unist leaders ofthe Soviet Union are dreaming, of

World domination . To achieve this end, they rely as well on the ;
viceakening of the democraciés as on the might of their oxn amies .
Well, I am convinced that • if we take the proper steps to nake oursel ves

and the Charter respectedD the de~ocracies will convince the ccmaunist
leaders that it wculd be impossible for them to win eny war vrhich they
might precipitate, and, realistic as they are, they will lannch no war
which they are not confident of winning.

Fdhat I xish to emphasize again, what I wish to ~ay ones and
for all is that if xe want to be strong, it is not b+rith the intention of
waging war but solely of pre4enting it .

The tragedy of the subjr.gation of one nation after the other
by a dictatorship must not rèpeat itself . Should it happen again, the
sufferings of invaded peoples and the losses of the .liberating araies
would be much more considerable than in the last conflict .

A new conflagration would ruin us econc~ically and xould
shatter the whole eaonomy of the world, but the rnins it would accumulate
would not be confined to the eccnonic sphere . With atoaic and bacterio-

logical xsapons, a new var would probably bring ab :ut the destruction of

civilized mankind . If, unhappily, vrar should again break out, the
United States and the Soviet Union would inevitably be involved . In such

an e4ent, we could not remain neutral . We are in fact sltuated between
these two Great Powers and, whether we like it or not, vpar would be at
our doorsteps. It would not be merely a conflict tetwven these teoo
states, but a conflÿct between a cc imnunistic and atheistic world and our
democratic and Christian civilization. Between these two Ways of life

we have no choice .

The religious persgeutions which are now prevailing taith
increased fury in the countries behind the iron aurtain are painful
evidence that communist ezpansion is the most serious th_•°eat to our

religious and civil liberties . I do not wa.nt Canada to teccme a nex

gangarp. It is because we wish to do everything in our power to ensure
the preservaticn of our dearest institutions and our mcst sacred
traditions that ny collesgues and I are advocating the conclusion of
the North Atlantic Seciarity Pact . Vie are doing it frankly and openly
in all provinces of Canada and in both languages .

We want pea:e . i7e want security . Vie rr nt to be able to go
on devoting our re4ources and energies to the preservation of the
welfare and presperity of our country .

It is in this spirit that tire must envisage the North Atlantic
Security Pact, the purpose of which, and the only purpose, is t o
easure çeace and brotherhood esaong men .


