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FRIDAY, FEDRUARY 4, 1949. N

NO.9- February 4, 1949.

It was crmounced simulteneously today in Ottawa ond Weshington
that, with a view to expediting the novement ccross the internationzl
boundary of aircraft and air-crew engaged in cmergency air search ond
rescue operations, the Canadien end United Stetes Governments had
egreed in on exchenge of notes to give special customs znd immigration
clecrznce to such planes and crews of either country when entering the
other's territory. As & result of the new errengements, it will no
longer be necesscry for the crews of plunes involved in oir secrch
and rescue opercticns to mcke their owm crrangements with the Customs
end Immigration esuthorities of the country which they are entering.
Instecd, completion of these formelities, by telephone or telegraph,
has now become the responsibility of the Rescue Coordinction Centre
in chorge of the rescue opercticn.

In Ceneda the R.C.A.F. is responsible for coordineting zir
seerch and rescue operations, which have been so often in the neus
gince the war as & result of the uony spectaculer rescues effected.
One of the mostly highly publicized of these was the drzmetic "Operation
Canon", in the autumn of 1947, vhen the R.Coh.Fe, 23sisted by an Army
poretroop tecm, evacusted Conon Jchn Turner, wounded Church cf Englond
missionary, by air from his home in Northern Baffin Lznd.

Rescue operntions are cencucted from five R.C.li.To
Coordinction Centres ot Holifox, Trenten, Winnipeg, Edmonton end Van-
couver. In most cases flights ere hondled by aircraft speciclly
designated for such work; some 25 of these planes are based at different
points ecross Cenalc, immedictely cvzilzble for rescue missions. In
eddition the R.C.A.F. nainteins o detachment of specially trained "para-
rescus jumpers", ready to lecp to the 2id of those in distress in
remote arces. There cre nlso speciel merine croft cveilesble cn the
East and GVest Coasts for water rescucs.

When the need crises, the combined facilities of the E.C.A.F.,
of the other two Services, cnd of other Government ngencies can be
cclled upen to assist in rescue operations. The R.C.A.F. naintcins close
co-operction with all Government departments and runicipnl cgencies end,
vhen the letter cre uncble to corry out the task with the facilities ct
their inmediste dispesal, the Air Senrch cnd Rescue orgenization is
brought into play.

Normally, R.C.A.F. Air Search cnd Rescue planes ore only cm-
ployed in assisting distressed flyers. In exception2l cases, heowever, -
particularly when it is 2 matter of life or decth - "mercy flights®
within Canedian territory cre clso hrniled. Sciae fifty operaticns of
n1l kinds heve been carried out during the past twelve nmonths cnd in
three ceses the men responsible ifor effecting the rescues were cverded
dccorcations. : .

The texts of exchinge of notes on this subject are atteched:
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(Text of Canzdian Note)

Canadian Embassy
Ambassade du Canada

No. 35 Weshington, Jonuary 24, 1949.

Sir,

I have the honour to refer to the discussions
thet hove tcken place in the Permancnt Joint Boarl on Defence, with
regoard to the necessity of ensuring cdequste cooperation betiieen our
tvio Governments in Air Search and Rescue operntions along our common
boundary.

24 As a result of the conclusions rcached in the
course of these discussions, my Government wishes to propose:

(1) That, in future, public aircraft of Canade or the United
Stotes which arc engoged in emergency Air Secrch ond
Rescue operaticns, be permitted to enter or leave either
country without being subject to the immigration or customs
formalities normally required by the Government of either
country, provided thot the Rescue Coordinction Centre in-
volved in the secrch or rescue, either directly or through
some person delegnted by it, assumes the responsibility of
informing by telephone or telegreaph:

(a) The immigrestion office at the port of entry nearest
to the territory over vhich any secrch or rescue is
to be instituted, of the intended operction, fur-
nishing it with detzils concerning the purpose of
the flight; the identificotion nmarkings of exch air-
craft; ond the number of persons compricing the crew
of ecch circreft,

(b) The customs office necrest to the territory over
which any secrch or rescue is to be instituted, of the
intended operction, giving Jetcils concerning the
territery to be searched; the possible Jurction of the
stay of the airoraft; the identific-tion norkings
of ench aircraft; end the number of persons comprising
the crew of each aircraft.

(2) That, should o londing be male by public aircraft of one
country in the territory of the other in the course of such
emergency search or rescue, an oral or telephonic report
shzll be male to the necrest Collector of Customs so thzt he
nay assist, in any viey possible, in connection with any specicl

The Honourable Pean Acheson,

Secretcory of State,
Weshington, D.C.
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importation required in the search or rescue operctions. This
report may be made by the Rescue Coordination Centre orgon-
izing the operation, or by the pilots concernel, whichever
would beat serve the interests of the rescue operations in-
volved.

(3) That, should ony merchanlise cerried, in the circraft in
question, from one country to the other in the course of
such search or rescue, remain in the latter country on con-
clusion of an operntion, such merchenlise will be subject
to the customs trectment normully zccorded in thaot country
to imported merchendise, .
3. The term "public zircraft", as used in this Note,
refers to zircraft of the Cancdian ond United States Governments ond
such other aircraft of United States end Canclicn registry as nay be
brought wnder the control of & Rescue Coordinztion Centre in either
country for the purposes of tn emergency search or rescue operation,

4. If your Government concurs in the foregoing
proposcls, it is the desire of my Government that this Note, to-
gether vith your reply sgreeing thereto, constitute cn agreenent
between our two Governments that is to be effective from the dzte of
your reply end to remain in force until sixty days after either
party to the sagreement has signified to the other - desire to
terninate it.

Accept, Sir, the rencved assurances of ny highest
considerntion.

H. H. Wirong




Excellency:

posing:

"2.

(1)

(2)

DEPARTLENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

January 31lst, 1949.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note No. 35 of
Januzry 24th, 1949, referring to the discussions thet have tcoken place
in the Permcnent Joint Bozrd on Defense with regord to the necessity of
ensuring odequate cooperction between our two Governments in snir search
and rescue operations along our common boundcry, cnd to this end pro-

As 2 result of the conclusions reached in the course of

these discussions, my Government wishes to propose:

That, in future, public aircraft of Ccnada or the United
States vhich are engcged in emergency Air Search ond
Rescue operations, be permitted to enter or lecve either
country without being subject to the Immigration or Customs
formzlities normally - required by the Government of

either country, provided that the Rescue Coordination
Centre involved in the search or rescue, either directly
or through some person delegcted by it, assumes the res-
ponsibility of informing by telephone or telegraph:

(2) The immigrotion office at the port of entry
nearegt to the territory over which any sezrch or
rescue is to be instituted, of the intended

. operation, furnishing it with details concerning
the purpose of the flight; the identification
narkings of ecch zircroft; and the number of
persons comprising the crei: of ecch aircraft,

(b) The customs office necrest to the territory over
which cny seerch or rescue is to be instituted, of
the intended operation, giving detcils concerning
the territory to be searched; the possible duration
of the stoy of the circrsft; the identification
nerkings of ecch aircroft; and the number of persons
comprising the crew of each aircrcft.

That, should a landing be made by public zircreft of one
country in the territory of the other in the course of such
emergency secrch or rcscue, &n oral or telephonic report
shall be mcde to the necrest Collector of Customs so that
he mey assist, in any woy possible, in connection with eny
special importation required in the seoreh or rescue

operations. This report may be made by the Rescue Coordinc-

tion Centre orgonizing the .Lper:tion, or by the pilots
concerned, whichever would best serve the interests of the
rescue operctions involved,
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(3) That, should any merchandise carried, in the zircraft in
question, from one country to the other in the course of
such secrch or rescue, remain in the latter cowntry on
conclusion of zn operaotion, such merchandise will be subject
to the customs trestment norm:lly accorded in thot country
to imported merchandise.

"3. The term "public aircrcoft", as used in this note, refers to
aircraft of the Conadian ond United States Governments and such other
aircraft of United States and Cenadian registry as moy be brought under
the control of =2 rescue coordination centre in either cowntry for the
purposes of en emergency secrch or rescue operation.'

In reply I haove the honor to inform your Excellency that the
Government of the United States concurs in the foregoing propossls and
egrees that your Excellency!s note and this reply shall be regarded cs
constituting sn =agreement between our two Governments that is to be
effective from this date ond shall remcin in force until sixty doys
efter either party to the zgreement has signified to the other 2 desire
to termincate it.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest
consideration. ‘

Jaomes E. Webb
His Excellency

H.H. Wrong,

Anbhassador of Ceancda.
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