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Mr, Chairman,

I should like to open my remarks with an expression of
gy Delegationt's sincere appreciation for the generosity of the
Jommittee in agPeeing to proceed today with consideration of

this urgent and important item.

I should like, secondly, to offer the congratulations
gf my Delegation to the distinguished Secretary-General and to
he distinguished Director-General of the FAO for the stimulating
and challenging addresses with which they 80 fittingly introduced

the discussion of the World Food Programme.

b We are today embarking on the final stage of our journey,
egun a year ago, Lo develop & new international and multilateral
approach to the tragic problems of hunger and maloptrition in so
many parts of the world, -Let us rise to our responsibility and
Dress on to achieve something truly effective and worthy of the

United Nations.

D Mr, Chairman, this is a particularly happy day for my
Selegation,éwhich is privileged tO recall the proposal made on
eptember 26, 1960, by the Prime Mipnister of Canada, the Rt.
Hon, Jonn G, Diefenbaker, to the General Assembly for the

oreation of a World Food Banks

% Members of this Committee are already aware of the aetion -
aken at the 1961 Conference of the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
lon in Rome., Acting on developments set in motion by General
Assenbly Resolution 1496 (XV), the Conference established the
Outlines of an initial experimental three-year programme, This
programme, and the means %O put it into operation, are our primary
Concern today.

" Turning now to the draft resolution contained in Document
AJCoa/L.SlV sponsored by Cameroun, Denmark Liberia, Pakistan,
£ , Peru, USA and ourselves, I would 1ike to refer firstly
O the annex attached to the resolution, This annex contains the
Principles unanimously adopted by the entire membership of the
hfﬂ, which includes the vast ma jority of the countries represented
ere todey, These principles were the result of four weeks of
diligent effort at FAO to arrive at a workable and effective

Progremme, For this reason, we have in the first operative
Paragraph of the resolution proposed that this Assembly accept
and in so doing approve

Eﬁekprinciples agreed upon by the FAO,
e establishment of the World Food Programmeée Shortly stated,
he resolution provides for the establishment of an initial

eXperimental programme for three years of . :
nillion oontrgbuigd on a voluntary basis, to be undertaken jointly
by the UN and the FAO with the co—operation of appropriate inter-
gOVernmental bodiess The plan provides for contributions in the
form of appropriate commodities, acceptable services and cashe
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An intergovernmental committee of 20 members with an approprﬂﬁd
balanced composition is to be elected, 10 members by ECOSOC ab
10 members by the FAO,

Subjeet to the approval of the FAO Council and ECOSOC, |
it will be the task of the Intergovernmental Committee to dra¥
up the conditions and procedures for the establishment and
operation of the programme., In the administration of the pro-
gramme, attention is to be paid to establishing adequate and
orderly procedures on a world basis for meeting emergency
food needs and emergencies inherent in shronie malnutrition,
as well as to assisting in preschool and school feeding and ;
implementing pilot projects with the multilateral use of food
as an aid to economic and social development, The Committee 8
is also charged with ensuring that adequate protection is Sivzw
to commercial interests generally and to producers in develOP @
countries,

The remainder of the paragraphs in Part I of 'the pesolu’
are, generally speaking, provisions required to make the pro~
gramme oberational on the part of the United Nations, These
inosude directions to the Intergovernmental Committes whioh ot

o gnd°§ %o glve it the widest measure of diseretion and fTree
e o 0P the conditions and procedurss on which the propose .,
e %hamge should be established and operated, subject, of ool

e Tinal approval of ECOS0C and FAO Council,

Paragraphs 2 ang 3 oo hmant

Sspecifically approve the establis

gg ;g;bigzeggovernmontal Committee and rgguest ECOS0C to 6100
ereto, taking into ascecount the need Tor balanoedf

representation, Para raph & $71.8% nine A0
a’ joint UN/Fa0 admini%trgtiwzre&‘l&:gt?pproves e

Paragraph 4 provides for a review of the com ésition of

ghe {ntergovernmental Committee before January 1, 1863. Pal’ I%’
thoa 1ls for a review by ECOSOC at its thirty-third session of
the proposed procedures and arrangements, Paragraph 7 requests

° Comnittee ‘o Téport to BCOSOC and FAO Couneil, ~ParagredP®
8, 9 and 10 provide for setting up a pledging conference and uré
g;rly attainment of the finanecial objectives of the programme’ _
meﬁigiaghs 5 and 11 provide broad directions to thelntergovern
repr:se gmmittee. Paragraph 12 recommends that the pesident
Programz atives be kept informed on the activities of ‘the e
g g and Paragraph 13 provides for a general review of b

gramme not later than the eighteenth General Assembly.

Part II of the resolution reo w1a Food
ognizes that the World TO

Eﬁggggfme constitutes a signifieant bﬁt m.odestastepetowards thad

holas oot von Lined 18, General dsseumly Rosolusion en (1)1

at in the fubur by & 4

concerned, broader objectives in the use ofefcgg gz;igzpegﬁ'ider |

Mr, Chairman, the other point I wish t is sna”

g:n :g: Cagadian Delegation stressed at the FAg ggﬁ?:giige, tho 49“'
World ;godoggrnment does not regard the operations of theiPr°po |
thes. RESEIbe ogramme as a surplus disposal activity, 'I”bﬁinkt
in the minag —ord because I should not wish to leave any douP
by 1S‘t°f the members of this Committee about this poin?
by S rue, of_courae, that we expect foodstuffs, somé “~,
Yy be Surplus, tq play a very large rdleein‘the-?rosragmo'

financially or in any other way to a {imrie i
. Y t0 & programme to he SUF

gggaoity countries out of dirfioultieg t§e§m§§yu§o$e§£-§n the spf
thagre gxgerience. I hope the Committee will forgive me 1aboWF

Shiat ggin s but it is a fact that my Government sinserely hDPesip

S Programme, starting modestly as it is bound to, Wil ‘
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t-’l.me T
to thg ow in scope and effectiveness during the coming dec
Tole gnpgint Where it will be able to playga most impgrtzggde’
B oatribotlag to 3he solution of hunger and chronic
continye tOn in the world today. We have urged, and will
Will pe tO urge, that the cash component of the contributions
flexiblea least one-third, in order that the Programme may be
Just ap OS%OQgh to meet the requirements of those in need, not
availableu let for what surplus producing countries may héve
Support of No -surplus producing country can expect to gain the
thig Proo non-surplus countries and commercial exporters for
gramme, unless this is the aim.

belleVSIghtne first place - and perhaps most important - we

Such gg + at the proposals which they put forward should be

beginnin o attract the widest possible support, From the very

™ %, the World Food Programme must be truly multilateral,
erms of membership and of financial supporte.

attae

poc’ke the most urgent and pressing problems which it is called

&mh1t10usolve). Lot us not court frustration by peing too

ttent q $ in our initial operations, In our view, immediate

for on should be given to making rly provision
We should

0
;}grt to experiment with pilot pro :
and social development which will assist countries to

we believe that, as conditions,

SXper
Pao miegge and financial resources permit, the United Nations and
g give further consideration to the scope and 1imitations

of
a
truly multilateral programme.

As stated in Part II,

Thirdly, it is in our view imperative that in the operations
rcial interest

of ty

gxpor:iw°rld Food Programme the comme

e ng countries and those performing related gervices must
agricultural producers

fu
:1th1§l{ protected, as indeed must those of
® fmpo he recipient countries themselves, It would, MIs
ssible to lay too much stress on this consideration.

&n .

Why, effective acceleration of economic and gocial development
e tries not only toO increase

s which they

r
¢ luggn food production and ann
Of int ain, but also to purchase more rmal channels
8rnational trade.
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