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Parliament in: Segsion: A motion of: non-confidence in: Prlme’Minister
Mackenzie King: ‘and his Cabinet; 'a hint from Mr: King that a- general
election might be imminent; and a"bleak picture ‘of:the 'situation in
.-, Burope, - highlighted: discussion ‘in~the House :of: Commons yesterday.
Mr.. Bracken, Leader of the Opposition) méved the vote of ‘non-
confidence charg;ng the Administration with being "wilfully negligent
«:3>0f.the,public -interest™ but. the: motiron-was defeated: by‘a vcte*of 13969,
In reply to, Mr.. Bracken, the Prime Minister asked "Isithere'dany better
test of the confidence of the people than that which is given either
‘at byelections or at general elections?"™  He pointed out at the same +. -;»
‘time that the Government had won'ithe last five byelections. The
. local press took from Mr. King's reference to elections that a general
one might be held soon.

In continuing his remarks, the Prime Minister defended the
Government policy of taking up the Geneva Trade Agreements at the
present time and maintained his stand that the issues of living
costs, the farm crisis and the veteran's plight could not be aired
in debate on the Speech from the Throne before the Christmas recess.

Mr. King reviewed his recent trip abroad in gravest tones.
drawing Parliament's attention to the world-wide conflict between
democracy and Communism. He declared that everything is being done
to stir up unrest in Western Europe to make it impossible for the
Marshall plan to operate. While he applauded efforts at recovery
in this post-war period, he reported "deplorable conditions" in
France through "Communistic influence"; and despite great improvement
over war years, privation, lack of food and materials in London.(Various)

. 0

.r".

Excise Tax Off Certain Goods: Electric and gas stoves, ranges and heaters
will be exempted from the new tax announced November 17 Finance
Minister Abbott has announced. He added that it woauld remain on
electric or gas refrigerators, refrigerating components, o0il burners
and oil burning equipment when they are intended for household use: -
or for places of amusements such as rinks, halls, clubs and audito-

- riums,

Commuted Sentence Stands: The Secretary of State for External Affairs, the

Right Honourable L.S. St. Laurent,has issued a statement regarding
the commutation of the sentences of two Japanese war criminals who
had .been convicted of war crimes involving the inhumane treatment
of Canadian service personnel at Hong Kong. The accused, Col. Isao
Tokunaga and Capt. Shunkichi Saito, were sentenced to death by

. hanging but the Acting General Officer Commanding at Hong Kong later
commuted the former's sentence to life imprisonment 'and the latter's
to 20 years imprisonment. Hon. Mr. St. Laurent's statement noted
that in reply to a request from the Department of National Defence
through the High Commissioner for Canada in the United Kingdom,
United Kingdom authorities have replied that the commutation of
death sentence is a matter within the discretion of the Confirming
Officer made after careful consideration of the available evidence

(over)




"and that he is "paturaily reluctant to interfere with the sentence
of a Military Court unless he is convinced that to let the. sentence
stand :would result in a.miscarriage of justice." The reply concluded
that the relatlves .of others who suffered as a result of -these war .o
crimes "may be assured that the decision was taken only after the
most careful consideration of all the evidence, and with full sense
of responsibility, by the authority lepally competent to commute
the sentences."

Bulgarian Capital Levy::::The Department: of- External Affairs ‘today
announced that the deadline for filing returns under the Bulgarian
- capital: levy; tax :law has been set for December 31, 1947, for.- persons
"residing outside of Bulgaria.
.+ -~ According to.the,provisions of the law, assets, gi_ncluding real
proPerty, ‘bank accounts,:securities;: etc., in: Bulgarla' wned by
e forelgn nationals:are subject:to: the b SEREEEE R R RS
_~av.Special forms for,making: returns'may:be obtainedifrom Bulgaria.
In view of :the shortage; of timej:however, it is: suggested that any
Canadians owning .property.in-Bulgaria may: wish:to: submit’declarations
,..1nJ.the form .of. .detailed listg -of ‘assets to-ithe: Bulgarian Legation,
2841 McGill Tex:race, N W.' xWaslungton D. C.,'U SiA;ei wlzer @

AR TE i IR TN 3 SLennyg L3

et
Ui




Vol.

AIRMAIL BULLETIN

INFORMATION DIVISION
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
OTTAWA - CANADA

Not for Publication--Not for Distribution in Canada

6, No. 30 Monday, January 19, 1948.

Butter Ceiling Set: Effective today, the ceiling on butter in Ontario

is 73 cents a pound -- one cent above the prevailing price in
Toronto on Sgturday and two cents below Hamilton's. The same
ceiling applies to the province of Quebec.

In the Maritimes, for top creamery butter in prints, the

ceiling is 74 cents, in Manitoba and Alberta 71; in British

Columbia 72, and in Saskatchewan, the lowest, at 70.

Price board officlals said these prices are based on a
wholesale level of 67 cents a pound at Nontreal and the mark-
ups are the same as when butter previously was under control,

Appointed Honorary Colonel: MNa jor-General H.,O0.N., Brownfield, CBE,

MC, of Kingston, Ontario, whose retirement from the Canadian

Army became effective Saturday, was today appointed Honorary

Colonel Commandant of the Royal Canadian Artillery. He succeeds
Ma jor-General H.A. Panet, CB, CMG, DSO (retired) of Ottawa, who
relinquishes the appointment at his own request. Gen. Brownfield
has been on retirement leave since last summer when he vacated
the appointment of Commander, Canadian Army Staff, Washington,
D.C.

. War Assets Co:porétion Sales: Sales totalling $5,435,500 during

E.E.

December have brought the grand total of receipts by War Assets

Corporation from the disposal of war surplus to $414,995,000,

according to a statement issued by the Corporation today.
Sales for the calendar year ended December 31, 1947,

" amounted to $100,642,000, an average of about $8,387,000 a month.

Thompson Heads War Assets Special Sales: A.H. Boyle, Director

of Merchandising for. the Corporation, announced that E.E. Thompsdn,
formerly of Toronto and now of Ottawa, has been appointed Chief

.of the Special Sales Division., . Mr. Thompson succeeds J.F'. Taylor

who resigned to join an industrial organization.
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Prime Minister Announces New Appointments: The Rt. Hon. W.L. Mackenzie

King, at a press conference last night made the following announce-
ments:

Veterans Affairs Minister Ian Mackenzie, Vancouver, has
retired because of ill health, and been named to the Senate.

Fisheries Minister Milton F. Gregg, VC, named Minister of
Veterans Affairs,

Reconstruction and Supply Minister C.D, Howe named Minister
of Trade and Commerce, George J. McIllraith (ottawa West) to continue
as his parliamentary assistant. ’

Trade and Commerce Minister James A. MacKinnon named; temporarily
only, as Minister of Fisheries.

National Revenue Minister .Dr. James J. McCann has resigned
as Minister of National War Services and that Department has been
wound up. .

Chester Payne, associated Deputy Minister, went on retiring
leave on January 1 last.

In referring to the last item, Mr. King said of Mr. Payne that
he had been in the public service far nearly 40 years. His long
experience and wide knowledge, the Prime Minister continued, had
been of great value in qualifying him to cope with the variety of
questions with which the War Services Department had been called
upon to deal in the closing years of the war, and in the period
of demobilization., Mr. Payne was retiring from the public services
with a record of which he might well be proud, and upon which he
was much to be congratulated. It was a fine record of long and
faithful service to the Government of Canada,

RCN Engineers Officers Confer: Senior officers of the Royal Canadian

Farm

Navy's engineering branch met- in Ottawa this morning for a four-
day conference to review conditions relative to the engine room
branch, it was announced by Naval Service Headquarters today.

The meetings will bring together ranking engineer officers
from Ottawa, Atlantic and Pacific naval establishments, as well
as operational ships of the R.C.N., and will consider matters
concerning personnel, training and equipment.

Loan Board Appointments: The Honourable Douglas Abbott, Minister

of Finance, announced today appointments to the Canadian Farm
Loan Board arising out of the retirement on December 31, 1947,

~of Dr. J.D. MacLean, C.B.E., as Commissioner and Cha1rman of the

Board.

Thomas F. Donnelly, M.D., C.M., who was appointed a Member
of the Board on May 8, 1945, has been designated as‘Commissioner and
Chairman, N

To f£ill the vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Aime Boucher,

.. Mr. Adrien Beaulieu has been appointed a Member of the Board.

s+ John C. Murray, Chief Inspector of the Board will, in
additlon to carrying on his present duties, be a Member of the

Board. Joseph Ambroise Proulx, M.B.E., has been appointed Chief

Executive Officer of . the Canadian Farm Loan Board for the Province
(over)
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of Quebec. Mr. Proulx succeeds the late Mr. P,A.. Angers who died

‘on December 4, 1947. :
All appoihtments commence on January-1l, 1948, amd in the case

of Dr. Donnelly.and Mr. Murray will be for one year and. in the

case of Mr. Be&ulieu will be for five years. .
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Lr. King 8 Address°- Prime hlnister Mackenzie King on Tuesday night asked
¢ the National - leeral Federation to summon a national convention.
;+The Liberals.of all.Canada, he said,:should be:-afforded: opportunity
- .at this -time to review-the party’s present position amnmi.’policies,
-and -to consider the most effective means by which Liberal principles
.may be applied to-a solution of: problems that have followed in the
-wake .of- the war, .and which would continue.to present ‘themselves in
':incre381ng measure as nations sought to bring into belng a new
vt e World, ordero oo oo
-Following a reference to the ‘need for efflcient party organiza-
tlon Mr., King proceededs "As you will:recall; I was chosen Leader
of our party at the Convention held in this city, in August 1919
- and have enjoyed. this position ever. since..Should I-be spared,’
. ~and continue to- command the confidence of my fellow-Liberals, to
_f‘adcorrespondlngwdate,in the present year, I will then have entered

..upon my 30th year in the leadership of the party.- For very obvious
reasons, I have for some time past been asking myself..if.tlie time
had not arrived when the party should be afforded an opportunity
. of choosing: a: new leader.-. As you well know, I:have' not concealed
.my desire to be allowed to: retire from active politics just as
.-gsoon as the party's interests and:the country 8’ would seem: to
Justlfy that stepo..o -

e e ..1-need scarcely say.that my declsion to ask for the
calllng of a.convention....is not a recent. decision,rsnddenly
-reached in the light.of any new gituation which-has arisen either

. in. Canada or in any part of the world. Much less is it-a:.decision
based -on any,change of attltude‘toward myself on the part:of my
colleagues in the government, the Liberal members of:.the two Houses

. of. Parliament, or the.party. throughout the country.: It is true,

., ..I believe, that. while I have very great reason to:congratulate
myself upon having had the. unbroken support and confidence of all

.. these.constituent elements of the party, ever since I was chosen
leader in 1919, I have never enjoyed that confidence in fuller

- measure -than I do today. This is.a reward-of years of public
-service which- nothing. else can equal. - ol

- y+ + " must confess that,:over the two and a half years slnce the
last general elections, I- have continued to enjoy powers-of:endurance
~«which, at many-times- in the past, ‘I had not felt I -had:a right to
~expect.: :That .I.enjoy the measure of health I-have at the moment

, .18, :I'recognize, due in no-small measure to the consideration shown
my years by my colleagues in the Cabinet, and by my fellow:Members

.+ ... .in ‘Parliament;.and I think,6 :I should add, by the-Canadian public.

2, .This, however, is a:consideration which, in the:party's:interests,

.. and in the public interest, I have no right- to-expect to have shown
o.indefinitely. : At the end of the last session of ‘Parliament I saw
~.;» only too clearly that I should not continue to delay.in:the calling
. of .a-convention, and so informed my. colleagues in-the:Cabinet.
‘01 "The life of ~a-Parliament is five years.: Assuming that a general
election were not to take place before the expiration of the life of
the present Parliament, that would leave to a newly appointed leader

(over)
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bt two years before he would have to undertake a nation-wide SRR
.-campaign. _.In some respects,..that .is a. short.enough-time. It is, -
however, by no means certain that the Government would wish .to =
wait until ‘the expiration’of the life of the Parliament before -
seeking a rénewed éxpression‘of the people's confidence. It has '
seemed to me,:therefore,; that the selection of a new leader of:., .
our party should not be further delayed....” ‘
"o...At most, we can make but plans. Our futures will be
determined by events, and by a Power beyond our own. In asking
that a Convention be held this year to review the party's policies,
and to ‘decide ‘upon the -party leadership, I am ‘planning what I
believe_to be best for the party's future. What may be best for
-7’04 all, "when-the Convention meets, we may leave with confidence t¢'"
the sound judgment of the Convention itself. Our present duty is
..;?to seecthat . the calling of a Convention is not: longer. delayed.mn
SRR . The .Prime:Minister also anncunced that:Parliament wéuld be
r.caskedfthis session to.set up a special -committee to investigate
. >inflationary prices and. the still rising cost ‘of living,” “On this
.r ‘~committee, he said, provision would be made for: the represeéntations
2 . of ‘members -of .all political parties. : Provision al'so would be made,
-2 he said,:"for. inquiry into cases wherethere are reasonable" grounds
~.; for believing that increases in prices are‘due-to a‘course of
conduct which is unjust and unreasonable in relation -to'theé produc-
i tionyrdistribution and exchange of commoditles and services
aj ;essential to human well-beingo R

k.

Minister Rlenlpotentlary of Iceland° The -Department' of Ezternel'Affairs
.-announced that Mr. Thor Thors presented on Tuesday -to His'Excellency
 The .Governor General, at Government House, his' Letter of Credence:
- as. Envoy Extraordlnary and Llnlster Plenlpotentlary of Iceland in
- Canada. TR £ . .

T

Broaden Benefits for Veterans - Major changes in veterans' legislation
~, were forecast for the coming parliamentary 'session Tuesday by Rt.
~Hon, Ian Mackenzie in a farewell statement following his move from
the Veterans' Affagirs Department to the Senate. =
¢ The former Miuister, whose transfer was announced by Prime
~Minister Mackenzie King, said these amendments were planned:
; 1. As'forecast in December by Prime:Ninister King, increased
u‘aallowences to disability pensioners and . those reclpients of -war
I veteran's’allowances 1ncapable of- augment1ng their allowance by
¢\ casual earnings;. : ’
g © 2. Additional protectlon for’ the children of veterans by
" enlarging the definition of an orphan to take in a chlld with one
“parent dead ‘and the other having abandoned it; :
.-+ 3. .Extension of.the Veteran's Insurance Act to cover merchant
“/seamen~and members of  the permanent forces;
-4, Amendment of the Veterans Land Act to allow veterans taking
unlversity training to switch to land settlement after ‘a”short
. - period of training.- At present, those starting univers1ty training
>+ cannot move:into the other category;
P w: .t By Another V.L:A. amendment to allow: Veterans to transfer from
" university: to.vocational training. The linister said present
. ~restrictions have’ proven "prejudlcial to proper rehabllitation" in
”u;some cases; . i GRIEAS
6o Funct1ons of: the Board of Review whlch deals w1th cases of
vaeterans denied.gratuities because: of - dishonorable discharge, would
‘be continued within the Department when the Bodrd itself is dissolved.
c.r 7 zr:-The:former Minister, reviewing the work of his Department
" --declared he was leaving the portfolio."in.the’knowledge that the
. veterans: of no country in the world have a more compléte-legislative
. prOgram than that prov1ded for the" veterans ‘of . Canada." (cp)
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Aid to Western Burope: A Washington Associated Press despatch of January

21 said that new Marshall Plan est.mates placed before Congress
Wednesday showed. the United States Government tentatively figured -

_ on Canada and Latin America financing about 22 per cent of their

combined food sales to Western Europe during the first 15 months.
Such assistance could be given through credits, gifts or

sales below normal market prices as Canada has done in wheat exports

to Britain, continued the despatch. ,
Administration tables brought out that Canadian and Latin-

American producers are slated to sell Western Europe $2,791,500,000

worth of grains fats and oils, sugar, meat, dairy products, dried
fruit, rice, coffee and other foods.
- Of this amount, the Truman Administration estimates Latin
America and Canada can finance $617,800,000, :

These figures were supplied by Commerce Secretary Averell

. Harriman to the House Foreign Affairs Committee during testimony

1947

Wednesday.

They contained, however, no breakdown on how much the individual
countries are expected to put up in credits to help Europe , the
report proceeded.

. The Administration estimates also showed that Latin America and
Canada are tentatively counted on to finance about 15 per cent of
Western Europe's total food purchases in this hemisphere, according
to the report.

Work Stoppages: Time loss through work stoppages arising out of

industrial disputes in Canada during 1947 was only 55 per cent of
the total time loss recorded for the preceding year, it was shown
by a preliminary summary of strikes and lockouts for 1947, issued
by Honourable Humphrey Mitchell, Minister of Labour. Preliminary
figures show 60,000 fewer workers involved in strikes and 2,000,000
fewer man-work days lost during 1947 than in 1946.

The demand for increased wages was one of the principal issues
in more than 70 per cent of the strikes of 1947. Two major strikes
during the year, one of coal miners in the Maritimes and the other
of meat packing plant workers throughout Canada, accounted for about
75 per cent of the total 1947 time loss.

Railway Revenues and Expenses in October: Canadian railways earned

$69,820,158 during October compared with $65,305,094 in the
corresponding month of 1946,bringing the aggregate for the ten
months ending October to 641,294,172 as compared with $584,668,487
in the similar period of 1946, October operating expenses were

.$58,675,819 as against $54,201,481, and in the ten months, $568,~
.986,145 compared with $513,160,026. Operating income far the month

was $8,427,989 compared with $8,508,707, and in the ten-month period,
$38,346,526 compared with $44,671,970,
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‘Canada's 1947 Exports. Canada s exports during 1947 were valued at

i

. $2,775 millions, which is over three times the. average annual value
ﬁ[of her exports in the prewar years 1955—1939 and twenty per cent
,;;greater ‘than in 1946, according to a statement 1ssued Thursday by

., the Right Hon. C.D. Howe Minister .of Trade and Commerce.' It must

" be recognized, however,. that the general price rise in most products

during the year under review contributed in large part to the increase

.. over previous peacetime years. : P

The statement continues: "There were few pronounced changes o

cifrom the preceding years in the geographical distribution. of Canada's
-export trade in 1947. _The. United States and Great Britain continued

to provide the principal markets for Canadian: products, ‘with over 64

per cent being directed to those countries.- Exports to the United

ffStates were 37 per cent of the total; to Great Britain. 27 per cent;
‘to other British Empire and Commonwealth countries 15 per cent' and
‘to all other comntries 21 per cent..

""Purchases by the United Stateslwere valued at $l 034 millions,
which is approximately 16 per.cent higher than in. 1946.. Over one-:

' half of Canada's exports to that country consisted -of - forest products,
~ with. newsprint ‘the largest single item. Exports to the. United Kingdom -
" ‘were valued at 751 millions, which is 27 per cent higher than the »:*

corresponding figure for 1946° As in preceding years, food. products

', :again dominated the shipments from Canada to.Great. Britain.

' "With regard to Empire countries ‘the greatest increase was

"shown in exnorts to Australia and .New Zealand,. uhich rose. from 354

millions in 1946 to $98 millions in. 1947.. A. decline, ‘however, was
evidenced in shipments to. the Union of South Africa.and India.

(?Exports to the British West Indies were. one-third higher than in
©'1946.

"Purchases by’European countries in<1947;were valued.at #548
millions, some 8 per cent higher than in 1946. The principal
increases recorded were in exports to France, Italy, the: Netherlands,
Sweden and Switzerland, vhile a decline occurred in Canada's trade
with Belgium, Poland, the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia. .

"The relative consistency in the type of goods exported from
Canada is seen best in an analysis of commodity trade. Wheat and
flour, taken together, continue their traditional role as Canada's

_principal export item. Shipments in 1947 were valued at: $461.7

millions compared with $377.0 millions in 1946. This rise is due .
both to the larger volume of exports aml to an increase in the
price of wheat other than that furnished to the United Kingdom
under the terms of the current agreement. The sharp increase in
newsprint, from $265.9 millions in 1946 to $342.3 millions in 1947,
also reflected an expansion in volume combined with a rising price.
The same factors apply to planks and boards, up to ¢208 4 millions
in 1947 from $125.4 millions in 1946, and to woodpulp, at $177.8
millions in 1947 compared with $114.0 millions in 1946.

7Tt should be noted that these four items, wheat, newsprint,
planks and boards and woodpulp, which form the “backbone" of Canadian
export trade, comprised 43 per cent of all Canadian exports in 1947,
compared with 38 per cent last year. This dominance of primary

(over)
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~products. is also ev1denced in the '8ix items next on the list. Only
‘one" of “them, automobiles trucks and parts, can be’ considered ’
sproperly -a- fully-manufactured commodity. -~ --wooon :

"mAlthough Canada ‘has grown greatly in stature as‘a manufacturing
ccountry during "the past seven or elght yedrs, it is evident: that the
~Canadian ‘goods 'most in demand by other’ countries are st111 derived
‘from the production ‘of Canada's great agricultural, forest, ,-and -
.mining:and ‘metallurgical industries. NevertheléSS,‘the?relatively
rgmall proportion of the -export trade that can be-aséribed to the
-output of the- manufacturing industries provided- the Canadian economy
‘with a ‘challenge for -1948. It was:shown, ‘diiring ‘the“war, that

"manufacturing, more than almost any other ‘type ‘of - industry, was
*capable 'of “rapid ‘expansion in time ‘of crisi's, ‘and it “i's™Hoped” that
the proportion of foreign sales of manufactured goods will increase
fsuhstantially during the coming ‘year. ' ,

“"The need for more exports, both primary products manufactured
goods, ‘1s'doubly ‘great ‘at this time. They ‘are required ‘not ‘only for
‘the purpose ‘of assisting in the recovery of Eiope, 'bit they frovide

o “the gredtest -single instrument at our disposal for. redreSsrng ‘our
o balance of payments account with the Uhited States._‘ ’

Visit to. Camp Shilo Hanitoba. Arrangenent s have been made Pora’ grOup

-:of “foreign: militdry attaches and military representatives of ‘the
-'i”United Kingdom-and th'e United States to visit Calip Shilo, Hanitoba,
"f‘the Department- of National Defence ‘announcéd Thursday. :
S “The party will leave Rockcliffe by 'air on: Sunday’ morning,
3?~iJanuary 25, and will arrive at’ Rivers Manitoba at 4: 30 the -same
i" " .afternoon. From there, they w1ll.motor to Camp Shilo. On’ Monday
©© . “they will tour ‘the camp, witness training in progress, and the
firing of artillery weapona. They will return to Ottawa on Tuesday.

Mr. D A. "MacDonald ' :Appointed: ° The appointment of Mr. "DiA. MacDonald

- ‘Acting Dominion Forester, to. the Standing Advisory Committee,ﬁn
'~"Forestry of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organiiation
' was'announced in Ottawa by the Hon. J. A. Glen, Ministér of Mines
' and Resources. '
Mr. MacDoénald is the second membeér of the Mines Farests and
‘Scientifi¢ Services Branch of the Department to be associated with
FAO within recent months. His former chief, Dominion Forester
‘' D. Roy Cameron, retired from the Department in’October to take
charge of the European office of the Forestry Division of, FAO.
" Mr. MacDonald will remain with the Mines, Forests and Scientific
Services Branch in Ottawa, travelling to Washington to atténd .

B sessions of the Committee.v:f
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Deputy Ministerial Appointments: Prime Minister Mackenzie King announced
changes in Deputy Ministerial posts of three government departments
and disclosed that it is planned to transfer responsibility for
Canada's Air Services from the Reconstruction Department to the
Minister of Transport.:tw 4

Mr. King announced these changes, effective February 1.

} V.W.T. Scully, Deputy Minister of Reconstruction and Supply,
to be Deputy Minister of National Revenue (taxation), succeeding
Frank Brown of Vancouver who recently retired.

Cmdr. C.P. Edwards, Deputy Minister of Transport, to be Deputy
Minister of Reconstruction and Supply for that department's liquida-
tion period after which he will become Deputy Minister of Transport
for Air Services.

: Jean Claude Legsard, at present Chairman of the Statistics
Division of the International Civil Aviation Organization, to be
Deputy Minister of Transport in charge of Rail and MNarine Services.(CP)

Urges Increased Production: Increased production of commodities which
‘have. a market in the United States was urged in Winnipeg Friday
night by Rt. Hon. Louis St. Laurent as a measure to increase
Canada's United States dollar receipts.

The External Affairs Minister to0ld the sixty-ninth annual
meeting of the Winnipeg Board of Trade that the aim should be "to
create a genuine exportable surplus large enough to enable us to
play our part in the recovery of Europe without having to resort
to crippling import restrictions."” (TP)

Educational Program Advocated: A greater educational program for
bringing home to Canadians, foreign and native-born, vwhat citizen-
ship entails and as a means of combatting communism, was advocated
Friday by State Secretary Gibson, speaking to a luncheon meeting
of representatives attending a two-day conference on citizenship.

. Sponsored by the Canadien Citizenship Council and the Canadian

! - -Association for Adult Education, the conference has brought

g together 125 representatives of community organizations, education,.

industry the railways and government agencies in touch with immigra-

tion. The Conference is being held in Montreal. (CP)

22 Czechoslovak Decorations: Twenty-two Czechoslovak decorations bave
been conferred upon serving and retired members of the RCAF, it was
announced by Air Force Headquarters, Ottawa,

: The Czechoslovak War Cross 1939 has been awaerded to five
officers, the Czechoslovak Medal for Bravery to 12 :officers and one
warrant officer, and the Czechoslovak Medal of Merit 1lst Class to

4 officers. ’
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Parliament Reassembles: Parliament meets today (Monday) for its main session,

with high prices and the rising cost of living expected to provide a
continuing and dominant theme.

Attention will centre early in the sittings on a special Commons
committee which the Governmént plans to set up to probe the price field
and then may swing over to Gbvernment legislation aimed at prolonging
many of its wartime controlling powers.

However, before these items reach the order paper, there 11ke1y will
be lengthy debate on legislation introduced at the pre-Christmas session,
dealing with the Geneva trade agreement, financial aid to stimulate gold
production and the Government's currency conservation program,

Opposition members also are expected to make the cost of living the
main issue in the Throne Speech debate, whenever it is resumed. Party
leaders already have spoken in this debate, which permits wide latitude.

Discussion probably will develop when the Government moves to have
its control authority, due to expire March 31, extenied for still another
year., Other legislation related to controls also is expected to appear.

The Commons faces a formidable task in the new and revised Income
Tax Act which was introduced last year and was left over for comsideration

.at the current session. The whole field of income tax will be opened up
when this bill is presented.

Another important piece of legislation will ‘be the bill creating
the Federal labor code while others also will be substantial amendments
to the Maritime Commission Act based on an 1nter-depertmenta1 survey
made during the Parliamentary recess.- (Journal) '

- Importation Restriction Suspended: Finance Minister Abbbtt announced that

effective February 2 restrictions on the importation of cabbage will be
suspended temporarily and price ceilings will be reimposed. '

Mr. Abbott Baid the new ceilings will be based on a maximum landed
cost of five cents a pound to the wholesaler at all major distribution
centers in Canada. The Prices Board will announce full details of mark-
up - margin of profit - controls prior to February 2,

Export Trade $2,774,900,000; With domestic exports in December valued at :
5266 200,000, third highest monthly figure for the year, Canada's total
export trade "in 1947 rose to $2,774,900,000, an increase of $462,700,000
or 20 per cent over 1946 and the highest for any peacetime year, The 1947
total has been exceeded only in the three war years, 1943, 1944 and 1945,
which averaged $3,209, 900 000, and was three snd a third\times the total
for pré-war 1938.

Stocks and Marketings of Wheat: Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit
in North Ameriea ‘at midnight on January 15 totalled 134,849,965 bushels
compared with 137,045,894 in the preceding-week, and 142,906,945 bushels in
the corresponding week last year, according to figures released by the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Visible supplies om the latest date comprised
123,382,813 bushels in Canadian positions and 11,467,152 bushels in Uhited
States positions. ) ;
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Mr. Pearson Speaks on. United Nﬁtions~‘ L. Be Pearson speaking 1n Toronto
Monday night, deplored the’ prostltution of our United Nations - :
-organization to an: ignoble and aggressive purpose" by Russia“ and ;
suggested that one way out of its "veto-scarred" dilemms would. be;:
the formation .of a collective system for defence within the.U,N..w
Charter of all. nations which wished to Join° BEa s

The. Under,Secretary of State for External’ Affairs, in an' o
address to the. annual dlnner of’ the ‘Toronto Board of’ ‘Trade, v,;;
criticized theé Soviet’ Union for its "irresponsible and’ selfish"
enlargement of the use of the ‘Security Council®s veto "beyond any-
thing contemplated when the Charter was drafted.”

. He said the early post war hOpe of friendship and‘ co- operation
had been “bitterly disapp01nted" and ‘reduced to the point where
"there is less feeling of one world in’ a political or:spiritual’:
sense at this moment in history than at-any time, ~perhaps, - since
the breakup of the Roman Empire.”

Affirming that any abandonment of the U.N. would be "suicidal,"”
he called for cool and temperate ¢onduct to meet Russian intransigence
and argued that methods to strengthen the organization should be
sought in the face of the distrust among the great powers and
"indeed possibly because of it."

Organic strengthening was impossible while the veto was used
as it had been used. Custom and convention had made some minor in-
roads, Abolition would mean the end of the U.N.

If disunity caused continued unlimited use of the veto, three
courses were open to nations still wishing to construet a peace-
keeping agency. The first would carry on as now, hoping for a
favorable break in the international situation and slow structural
change,

The second, a last, desperate step, would scrap the U.N. and
form a new organization if the veto itself blocked attempts to
amend the present veto powers. The third "would frankly recognize

..that within the present U.N. certain members were determined to
form a collective system which would really guarantee their own
collective security, even if this could only be done on a limited
basis of membership.”

A "limited association for collective security™ would not be
an offensive and defensive alliance of the old type. It would be
a "genuine pooling of resources, spiritual and material, for purposes
of collective defence.,” It would exclude no state "which did not
exclude itself.” (CP)

Currency Conservation Debate: A three-pronged attack on the Government's
currency conservation measures developed Monday as the Commons met
following the Christmas recess.

The criticism, coming from the CCF, Social Credit, and the
Progressive Conservative benches, marked the resumption of debate
on second reading of a Government bill to give statutory effect to
policies instituted when the U.S. dollar-saving program was launched

_last November.

(over)
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. Progressive Conservative and Social Credit speakers criticized
the Government's revaluation of the Canadian dollar in 1946 and ,
“"the newly-imposed prohibition .on imports from Britain as well as:
‘those from the U.S. while the CCF called for the imposition of
- rigid price ceilings on the restricted erticles. (CP)

. Prices Committee: The: Parliamentary COmmittee being established to
investigate hoarding and profiteering in the price field will be -
set .up within a week, Prime Minister King Monday told the Commons.

Air Training Memorial:. Prime Minister M!okenzie King announced to the
Commons Monday. the United Kingdém, Australian and New Zealand
Governments will egtablish in Cdnada a permnent memorial to the
Commomvealth Air Training Plan.

The memorial will take the form of wrought iron gates ror the
‘entrance to the air training station at Trenton, Ont., where the
Governments already have laid down a memorial avenue of Bnglish
oak'-trees, flanked. by . pavilions of nstive Austrslien end Net
Zealand timbers, g
Y Mp. King's announcement or the aft qu the rirst item berore
the House as it reconvened this afternoon from the pre-Christmss
. adjournment. The Prime Minister read a letter from the High
Commissioners of the three Empire countries expreseing gratitude
for Canada's part. in the training plan. (OP)

. ..Trade Deficiency With U. S.. : The program to correct cemde's trede
deficiency with the United States ig, making substsntiel progress,
Trade Minister Howe said in Toronto’ yesterday in an eddress to -
.the Canadian Manufacturers Association. o
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In Parliament Tuesday: Right Hon. C.D. Howe, Minister of Trade and
Commerce, said an embargo on export of United States oil products
.would be a calamity for Canads,

Finance Minister Abbott reiterated that the Government plans
to extend residential rental controls.

J.T. Hackett (PC--Stanstead) branded as "utterly and completely
unconstitutional" government currency-conservation measures.

Other opposition members also criticized the measures.

In the Upper Chamber, Senator Norman Lambert (L--Ontario)
advocated creation of a Western European bloc of nations.

On Wednesday the Commons will resume the throne speech debate.
The Senate will sit.

Air Immigration Plan: Within a few months the Federal Government

expects to have an air immigration scheme under way by which four
transatlantic flights a day will be bringing displaced persons
from Britain to Canada, Trade Nini ster Howe said in an interview.
"This will mean that about 160 DP‘'s will be coming to Canada
every day once the plan is underway,™ he added.
Trans-Canada Air Lines, which come under Mr. Howe's authority
in the Government, will carry out this ocean shuttle. (cP)

Micmac Finding: Cmdr. J.C. Littler, DSC, of Victoria, was dismissed from
command of the destroyer Micmac and was sentenced to be severely
reprimanded after a naval court.rartial found him guilty of "negligently
or by default hazarding" = his ship. The Court Martial arose from
a collision off Halifax Habor six months ago between the Miemac and
the 10,000-ton freighter Yarmouth County and followed a Department
of Transport enquiry which fixed blame, but not criminal negligence,
for the accident on Cmdr. Littler, Eleven naval ratings were killed

in the crash. CUmardér Littler retains his commission in the navy.

Increase in Price of Tin: The Wartime Prices and Trade Board on Tuesday

announced a sixteen cent increase in the price of tin raising the
Canadian ceiling price from 80 cents a pound to the world price

level of 96 cents per pound. The new prices will go into effect
tomorrow, January 28. This action follows a similar step taken last
September when the Canadian ceiling price was increased from 71 cents
to the then world level of 80 cents per pound.

Mr. Chevrier's Address: "Stabilization of the Camadian economy must of

necessity depend upon world conditions and until there is such
stabilization in the world, particularly in Western Europe, we

cannot expect a return to normal economy," declared Honourable Lionel
Chevrier, Minister of Transport, in addressing members of the local
Chamber of Commerce Tuesday night in Kingston. He gave warning that
even if controls were re-imposed all along the line in Canada "this
action alone could not and would not bring a return to a stable
economy."
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Commons Resumes Debate on Speech from The Throne: The Commons covered

prices, veterans, the St. Lawrence waterway scheme and divorce
Wednesday as it resumed the debate on the Speech from the Throne,
standing over since early in the pre-Christmas sitting,

The debate saw private members turn the parliamentary spot-
light on varied problems which they felt should receive preferred
treatment this session.

This was the first of two days being devoted weekly to the
Throne Speech discussions as part of a working program for the
early stages of the session at least, which leaves the remainder

. of the sittings devoted to the Govermment's emergency economic

legislation.
Speakers included Rev., Dan McIvor (L--Fort William), Arthur

Ross (PC--Souris), Eugene Marquis (L--Kamouraska), A.J. Brooks (PC--

Royal) and William Irvine (CCF--Cariboo).
Right_Hon, Louis S, St. Laurent, Secretary of State for External

Affairs, promised to advise the Chamber later whether the Govern-

ment kas received any representations from the United States regard-
ing Canada‘'s participation in the European recovery plan. (Citizen)

Mr. Massey's Appointment: The Prime Kinister, Mr. Mackenzie King,

announced the appointment of the Right Honourable Vincent Massey
as Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the National Gallery of
Canada. Mr. Massey, who has been a member of the Board for many

.years, .succeeds Mr. H.S. Southam, who has been Chairman of Trustees
.since February, 1929. MNr. Southam recently expressed to the Govern-

ment his desire to be relieved of the responsibility of the Chairman-
ship of the Board of Trustees. '

Property Tax Declarations: The Department of External Affairs has been

advised by the Legation of Italy that the time limit for filing
Special Property Tax declarations on the part of Italian and foreign
nationals who are owners of property in Italian territory wvalued at
3,000,000 lire or more, elapses on January 31, 1948, The Depart-
ment has also been advised that a similar declaration is required in
respect of property which, although it is valued at less than 3,000,-
000 1ire, is in excess of 1,500,000 lire. The time limit for filing
this latter declaration is extended to March 31, 1948,

Savings Bonds Purchases: Total purchases of $267,375,850 for Canada

R

. Savings Bonds, Series Two, up to December 3lst, 1947, were announced

Thursday by the Minister of Finance, the Hon. Douglas Abbott.
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Delegation to Economic. and Social- Council° The Secretary of State for

External Affairs announced today. that the Canadian Government had
‘given apprcval to. the following delegation to the SixthSession
of ‘the Economic and Social Council which is to be held in New York

. 'beginning February 2nd:

_ Delegate: The Honoui'able Paul Martln,, Minister of National
,Health and Welfare, . ..
- . Alternates. . Dr. GoF. Davidson Deputy Minister of National

.Health and Welfare (Welfare) .

- Advisers°’ Miss Dorothy Burwash Economlc Division9 Depart-
ment of External Ai‘fairs9 Mr. R.B, Curry9 Department ‘of National
Health and Welfare, Mr. S. Pollock, Department of Finance,
Mr. L. Roy, American and Far: Eastern Division, Department of
External Affairs, Mr. J.H.. Warren, United Nations Division, Depart-
ment c¢f External Affairs, Mr. R.G. Riddell, United Nations Division,
Department of External Affairs; will attend the prel iminary meeting
of the Agenda Committee and will be present from time to time as
alternate delegate.

It is expected that this Session of the Econcmic and Social
Council will last for about four weeks. Following the election of
a President and Vice-President for 1948, the Council will deal with
a lengthy and varied Agenda, ranging from the question of the ad-
mission of Monaco to the United Nations Edueational Seientific and
Cultural Organization to the problem of genocide and a draft conven-
tion for its outlawing. The Council will consider reports from many
of the special Commissions, such as the Economic Commission for
Europe, the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East and the
Commission on Human Rights which has recently concluded its delibera-
tions on an International Bill of Rights. The Government of Yugoslavia
has requested the Council to consider "the damage caused to the
Federal Peoples® Republic of Yugoslavia by withholding of its gold
. reserve in the United States"™, and ‘he Council will consider the
reports of such Specialized Agencies as the World Health Organization,
.the International Refugee Organization, the International Labour
Organization and the Food and Agriculture Organization.

The Economic and Social Council is composed of representatives
of 18 states elected for three~year terms, Canada‘’s membership will
expire at the end of 1948 at which time Chile, China, France, the
Netherlands and Peru will also retire Z:om the Council,

Thursday in Parliament: John G. Diefenbaker (PC--Lake Centre) charged

that Alberta was using the laws of libel in a manner "never

contemplated by Parliament.® .

. External Affairs Minister St. Laurent said the door to union
between Canada and Newfoundland has not been definitely closed.

. Bona Arsenault (L--Bonaventure) suggested the Canadian people

have Prime Minister Mackenzie King named Governor General.

. . John Bracken, Progressive Conservative leader, asked if the
Government would table correspondence relating to the defence of

‘Hong Kong.

(over)
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Real Cgoutte, L'Union des Electeurs member ‘for Pontiac, said et
monetary reforms were needed in Camada.,
John R. MacNicol suggested establishment of a parliamerrbary
committee to study the projected St. Lawrence waterways scheme.
Senator A.K. Hugessen (L--Qnebec) said Russian conduct in .
. Burope stemmed from Marxist dogma and Senator Iva Fallis (PC--
Ontario) predicted a $750 000,000 surplus when the budget is
brought down.

Current Manpower Picture: Records of the National Employment Service
show that the winter falling off in employment has not been so
gevere this year as a year ago, according to a atatement prepared
by the Department of Labour and released by Honourable Humphrey
Nitchell, Minister of Labour.

, Although the number of winter unemployed has increased during
the last month, the pressure for production continues high in many

~.industries, and operations have pushed ahead in spite of seasonal
handicaps. . As a result unplaced applicants seeking employment at
the offices of . the National Employment Service are 10 per cent

~ fewer than at the same time in 1947.

On the other hand, the outlook for 1948 in the employment
field is:bright, .and the prospects are that jobs available will
outnumber applicants in the summer of this year in several lines,
just as was the case at the middle of 1947 when: the employment
_office reported a shortage of 33,000 work seekers. .
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In Parliament on Friday: Finance Minister Abbott said the Government's

currency-conservation program has bolstered dollar reserves by
$53,000,000 during the last month,

The Commons voted 84 to 70--approval in principle--for the )
Government's import restriction policy. e

Rodney Adamson (PC--York West) predicted the Government would
have to depreciate the dollar before solving the deteriotrating
currency shortage, '

Prime Minister Mackenzie King and other party leaders expressed
regret at the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi.

Trade Minister Howe said Canada would have adequate fuel-oil
supplies for the rest of the winter. \

External Affairs Minister St. Laurent said no definite representa-~
tions have been made by the United States in connection with Canadian
participation in the Marshall plan. (CP)

Canada's Regret: The following is a text of the message sent tc the. Prime

¥inister of India and read in the House of Commons Friday by Prime
Minister Mackenzie King:

vl desire to express to you, and through you to the Government
and the people of India, the profound regret with which the news
of the tragic death of Mahatma Gandhi has been received in Canada.

"It is particularly shocking that a life so selfleasly devoted
to the avoidance of violence should have been brought to its close {
by an act of violence., ' -

"It is to be hoped that the principle of non-violence for which
Mahatma Gandhi stood will gain renewed strength as a result of his
assassination.

"May I add, Mr. Prime Minister, the expression of my profound
sympathy with yourself and with the people of India et this time."

Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization: Canada will be

represented at a meeting of the Inter-Govermmental Maritime
Consultative Organization (IMCO) of the United Nations when that
body assembles in Geneva, Switzerland, on February 19 next.
Honourable Lionel Chevrier today announced the appointment of
L.C. Audette; of the Canadian Maritime Commission as Canada's
(official) delegate to this important maritime conference.
Accompanying Mr. Audette will be Norman Wilson, Chief of
Aids to Navigation, Department of Transport, as alternate delegate
and adviser; A.L. McCallum of the Canadian Shipping Federation,
Montreal, as senior technical adviser; J.F. Frederickson, Montreal,
acting secretary of the Canadian Maritime Commission, as adviser;
and Miss L.Gougeon as secretary to the delegatiop.

10,500 Displaced Persons Welcomed: Acceleration of the movement to

Canada of Displaced Persons was further evidenced by the announce-
ment by the Immipration Branch of the Department of Mines and
Resources that more than 2,300 homeless pecople from occupied
territory in Europe had arrived in this country during the present
month, This figure bettered by mare than 300 the previous high
monthly total of 1,978 recorded in October,

The Branch also announced the sailing today from Bremerhaven,
Germany, of the S.S. "Sturgis" with 859 Displaced Persons aboard.
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Export Trade at Peacetime Peak: With domestic exports in December valued
at $266,200,000, third highest monthly figure for the year, Canada‘s
total export trade in 1947 rose to $2,774,900,000, an increase of
$462,700,000 or 20 per cent over 1946 and the highest for any peace-
time year. The 1947 total has been exceeded only in the three war
years, 1943, 1944 and 1945, which averaged $3,209,900,000, and was
three and a third times the total for pre-war 1938.

Countries of the British Empire took Canadian merchandise to the

value of $1,168,500,000 as compared with $904,700,000 in the preceding
year, an increase of 29 per cent, while shipments to foreign countries
aggregated $1,606,400,000 as compared with $1,407 ,500,000, an increase

of 14 per cent. December exports to British countries were valued at
$107,300,000 as compared with $88,000,000 a year ago, and to foreign
countries, $158,800,000 compared with $123,900,000.

The United States was Canada’s largest market in 1947, purchasing

goods to the value of 3$1,034,226,000 as compared with $887,941,000 in
1946, an increase of 16 per cent, follcwed by the United Kingdom at
$751,198,000 as compared with $597,506,000, a gain of 27 per cent.
In December, purchases by the United States amounted to $105,972,000
as compared with $83,868,000 a year ago, and the United Kingdom,
$72,542,000 compared with $59,360,000.

Transport Commissioners Order: Close on the heels of two disastrous
railway collisions the Board of Transport Commissioners has made
public an order requiring that all wooden coaches be placed at the
rear of passenger trains on Canadian railways. (CP)

George W. Spinney, CoM.G., D.C.L., dies: George Wilbur Spinney, C.M.G.,
D.C.L.,who began his business career as a drug clerk and became
president and chief executive of the Bank of Montreal and held
directorates in seven of the Dominion's largest companies, died
Sunday in the Ross Memorial Pavilion; Royal Victoria Hospital. He
had been ill for some time, Mr. Spinney was in his 59th year,

Philippine War Damage Commission: The Department of External Affairs
_announces that the United States Philippine War Damage Commission
is prepared to consider claims for war damage occurring in the
Philippines after December 7, 1941, and before.October 1, 1945.
Such claims must be submitted before March 1, 1948.

Ceiling Price on Cabbages: The Wartime Prices and Trade Beoard has
announced maximum ceiling prices for domestic and imported cabbages
at a level not exceeding nine cents per pound at retail., These
.prices become effective February 2.

General McNaughton Security Council President: General Andrew George
Latta McNaughton, Canadian Permanent Delegate to the United Nationms,
became President of the United Nations Security Council February
1 for the month of February.




e e min, o i e e s

|

AIRMAIL BULLETIN

INFORMATION DIVISION
Lo At s . DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
Of CAN A o ) OTTAWA - CANADA

Not for Publication - Not for Distribution in Canada.
Vol. 6, No, 43, Tuesday , February 3, 1948,

Cost of Living Committee: In moving on Tuesday in the House of Commons for the
appointment of a special committee to inquire into price increases in °
Canada, Prime Minister Mackenzie King said in part:=-

"Today I am asking hon., members to appoint a select committee of this
house to examine and report on matters pertaining to the recent rise in
prices and in the increase in the cost of living. For obvious reasons
some other parts of the government's program could not be disclosed at
this time. For example, it had been stated in the press that the proper
way to bring down the cost of living is to make certain changes in the tax

-schedules and the like. As hon, members know, the government camot
disclose its program regarding taxation until the budget itself is brought
down. What I am seeking at the moment to make clear is that the resolution
before us today does not purport to do other than what appears on the
face of it, namely, a request to this House of Commons to appoint a select
committee with wide powers to investigate the causes of the recent rise in
prices and of the cost of living, and the matters mentioned in relation
thereto. "

War Damage Compensation: The Department of External Affairs announced on Monday
that the Netherlands Government had extended the benefits of its war damage
compensation legislation to Canadians on a basis of equality with
Netherlands nationals. Damage must be reported before March 1, 1948 to
the Commissariaat voon Oorlogsschade, Stadhouderslaan 130, The Hague.

Previous registration with any Canadian government department does
not constitute the lodging of a claim with the competent Netherlands
authorities, with whom the registration and subsequent correspondence must
be carried on directly by the claimant.,

Freedom of the Press: The Canadian member on the United Nations Sub-Commission
on Freedom of the Press -~ George V. Ferguson -- was Chief author of a
working paper which has been adopted by that body. The puper is to be
submitted to the world-wide Conference on Freedom of information to be
held in Geneva next month. Mr. Ferguson is Editor of the Montreal Star.

The working paper sets forth rights, practices and obligations of
the press. It was adopted in the face of strong Russian arguments for a
. ten-point recommendation. The Russian proposal has been opposed by the
majority of the Sub-Commission for the past two weeks. (CP)

Wheat Flour Production: Reflecting the low carry-over stocks of wheat at the
beginning of the crop year and the relatively small Wh$at crop in the
Prairie Provinces, wheat flour production dropped shargly in Decembdr to
reach the lowest monthly total since July 1942, The month's output
amounted to 1,691,610 barrels compared with 2,159,483 in November and
2,350,040 in December 1946, During the first five months of the current
cr0p year, ll,275,780,barrels were produced compared with 11,687,845 in the
similar period of the preceding year,
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In Parliament Tuesday: Speaker Gaspard Fauteux ruled out of order
Progressive Conservative and CCF amendments to the Government's
motion to establish a price-spreads committee and was upheld 105
to 90.

Veterans Minister Gregg, VC, said payment of 1ncreases in
veterans' pensions and allowances could not be started until
Parliament had approved the necessary leglslatlone

Agricultural Minister Gardiner warned that when conditlons
return to normal Canada will be able to maintain world markets only
by keeping down production costs.

' E.D. Fulton (PC--Kamloops) suggested the Criminal Code be
revised to make charging of an unjust margin of profit a criminal
of fence.

. Finance Minister Abbott said the Prices Board had been authorized
to spend up to $15,000 of its funds to assist in the organization
of the Canadian Consumers Association.

In the Senate Senator Arthur Roebuck (L--Ontario) approved the
experiment of job-sure immigration. (CP)

20,000 Mile Conversation: The first part of a 20,000-mile conversation
about life at the Poles between Canadian soldiers in the North-West
Territories and members of an Australian scientific expedition in
the Antarctic went over successfully Tuesday night. Four Canadian
soldiers and an Eskimo sent greetings and described the town of
Aklavik, 120 miles inside the Arctic Circle, over Canadian Army
station CHAK at Aklavik. (CP)

Greetings to Ceylon: The Prime Minister, Mr. Mackenzie King, has sent
a message of greeting to the Prime Minister and Ninister for External
. Affairs of Ceylon, Mr. D.S. Senanayake, on the occasion: of the coming
into effeet of the Ceylon Independence Act on February 4 1948. The
message is as follows:
"The attainment by Ceylon of fully responsible status within
_the British Commonwealth of Nations is an event of happy and
historic significance., The Canadian Government and people
join in wishing the Government and people of Ceylon success
and prosperity in the years of self-government which lie ahead, "

Immigration Office in Rome: The Honourable J. Allison Glen, Minister of
Mines and Resources, announced Wednesday in Ottawa that facilities
‘for the examination of immigrants from Italy have now been established
in Rome. '

The new immigration office, which will be known as the Canadian

Legation Visa Office, will be under the direction of an officer of
the Immigration Branch J.F.R.R. Robillard. Attached to his staff
will be & Canadian doctor from the Department of National Health and
Welfare,

Wildlife Resources: In a review of wildlife conditions in Canada issued
today by Honourable J. Allison Glen, Minister of Mines and Resources,
Mr. Glen stated that his Department was formulating plans to maintain
and enlarge further the wildlife resources of the Dominion and, by
improving their utilization, increase their contribution to national
wealth and welfare,
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In Parliament: Wednesday:s » Speaker; Gaspard Faut eux;ruled outs ofsordersa
as ib GCE) amendments Lo motionsestablishing,; as pric erspreads; commut.ep '
..and was upheld by a-vote of 115t0;87wotfs sdd vd yiEa o -dtoq
nolaaimbs Bds ColdwellofCE: Jeaden;amoyed;s the amendment s which;called
yasm qumMPQSitmmgtarsubsiﬂies,b He said;theropposition wonld; be -
- gainstifieds intnot participating;dn the m;ipes\somitteen sodyite
a8 wiRevenupe ¥inister;YeCann;sajd’ compulsoryr sayings;collected;
duripesthe,wariwere ‘bej ng; rqtainedJaeainstxmearsJJm income tax
sgm:P&YPl.?D&ﬁfoa Jud 1ketms seom'sd vino Fon bluck obuiidds wadio VA
bas-"fs Agricul ture: Minist er;Gandi nerysaid -farmers, who:801d coarse; )
grains before’ ceiling_s_,Eer.eﬂ.}iri:ed1 wil}. receiyeladdjpignal paymem:s
, from grain companies-and: pools. : .-
. salvil-On.Thursday;the, Commons, will debate; the fcosfn Otdivinss.x-‘ms;poo,
: mo@ené*-enﬁ.}lvl.:’ﬁiﬁadi 4CP)s bso::svbe " 0CLz08-8221 928d odd no_Fabal
. edD Masel [drasenst bas VRl mddneosd nsewdsd & st of 0iEaL”
~ Canadian.Aid.Exceeds:$5. anlim.suln the;last seven.yeears;: panadathas‘ '
contriluted, more thene 35, 500,000,000; toEuropean countrigs.and,;;
menbersy of;4be Britdah;Conmonwealthsin oubright: Ei.ft-‘-‘;',.“rJ-Ou%Jl"’"
Sf?!‘!’z.snﬂf ‘geldes apd;ereditrloansiy sd %0 ‘mofitogorg Fastimobetc
C i {This‘was made known Wednesday-'in-the: Commons by Finance-.lﬂin- v
ister ‘Abbott” in'a’detailed written’ reply ‘to'a’ question by D.C. "~
McCuaig' (CCF<-Maple: Creek). = . o5 -
~The figures given to the Commons Wednesday, showed the out-
Eaby fright gifts were $1,000 ,000,000'to the United Kingdom, $19,382, 079-
in wheat®to Greece" and ,pz 211 ,070,000 to nine cmntries under the
, mntual aid section’of the War® Appropriations Acts, - ¢
i * .. The breakdown for ‘the nine mutual’ aid countries was $91 119,000
: to: Australia; '$5,518,000 'to the British West Indies; $26,597,000
,i wtoChina° $23,629,000 to France; $12,000 to Greece; $18 826 000 to
inIndiagt $15 278, 000 :£0° New Zealand;* #159 113 ooo to Ru.ssia and
#1 870,978,000 to‘the UK. " '™
\In addition to these: loans to be- repaid and the gifts, e
Canada contributed $154,000 000 to UNRRA relief. '« ° ST
. “*Canada‘'s contribution to the International Refugee Organiza- :
tion amounted to approximately $5,400,000.

S
nt

under -which food.medical supplies and‘other civilian supplies’ were:
provided in:the’ post-liberation period’ berore UNRRA or-local govern-
ments tookwovh'u(:redits and loans make up the balance. ' (CP)& -
Appeals Dismissed'- The Honourable T Allison Glen, Minister of l&inqs ‘and
Resources, - on Wedneedaymunced that he had-dismissed the appeals
of . seven aliens whorrecently’ en'bered Canada by fraudulent  means, and
that ‘their deportation will be effected as soon as arrangements can’
be completed for their return to the countries from which they came.
The investigation which resulted in the arrest at Toronto of
“-Maniek'Kuper, Morduch Szyja’'Szulc, Israel Cholewa and wife, Giny,
Lo Arthur Magat,’Alter* Abramowitz and Dawid:Fajtlowicz was" conducted
by “the -R.C.M.P: 'following the receipt of information from official
sources overseas that a conspiracy existed to bring aliens to Canada
(over)

i

£

oot oA further item’of European- assistance was the Canadian contribu-”"
tion under “the combined U.S.-U.K.-Canada program for. military relief, -
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trcm displaced persons camps in Germany by fraudulent means.- fme~
aliens named were arrested under the provisions of the Immigr&tion'

“Act and éxamined by an Immigration Board of Inquiry at’ Toronto,"

the Board ardering. deportation in each insteance on the grounds that
the person examined had entered Camada by misrepresentation. While
two of ‘the ‘aliéns had’come from Great Britainm via the United States

and five had travelled from Germany via France and Newfoundland: . .
entering Canada by air, the evidence given by each person was
similar. ‘They -all admitted they"had been approached'by the same
person who, for & substantial sum, offered to obtain entry documents
and- secure'their admission to Canada. The documents furnished were'’
British passports secured by illegal means in the names of British

s gubjects’ born in the British Isles and admission to Canada was. .-’
secured by the:presentation of" theSe false passports at. the Canadian
port of entry by the aliens named..- . -

S Mr. Glen pointed out that Canada: has provided far the admission,
of a' very considerabl'e number of displaced persens from Eurcpe,’many
of whom have' been examined and approved and are patiently awaiting
transportation facilities. It would’ be unthinkable ‘to allow any
person to secure- advantage over these people by fraudulent. means.
Any other attitude would not only be most unfair but would encourage
further efforts on’ the part of those who would reap financial and

‘other benefit's' from this illegal procedure. AT :

>

_.Cost-of -Living Index: " The Dominion Bureau: of Statistics cost-of-living
index, on the base 1935-39z100, advanced a further 2.3 points from
146.0 to 148.3 between DeCember 1, 1947 a.nd January 2, 1948. The
increase in this series between J'anuary, 1947 ‘and January 1948,,
has’ amounted:’ 'to 21.3 pomts. : Group indexes ' for foods home =%
furnishings'and. services, and miscellaneous items ccntributed a
predomlnsnt prOportion of the rise for the month ending .Tanuary‘

'1948. s T
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In Psrliament Thursday: Speaking in the House of Commons Thursday on
the motion to appoint a special committee to inquire into price
increases, Hon. J.L. Ilsley, kinister of Justice, said in part:

"....As I have been asked to say something about what is
being done under the Combines Investigation Act, I think I can
tell the House that at the present time six major inguiries are
being proceeded with, that the report in one case is expected
before long and that the others should be made during the next
few months....

"....The Combines Investigation staff has also undertaken
a preliminary study of the trend in amalegamations and mergers in
Canada and is bringing together the available information on such
developments. Attention is also being given to general questions
affecting patents and trademarks in so far as they are related to
amendments made to the act in 1946. I believe that the outline I
have given indicates a full measure of activity on the part of the
copmissioner in relation to domestic combinations as well as inter-
national cartels...."

Toronto Mayor Hydro Chairman: Appointment of Nayvor Saunders of Toronto

as Chairman of the Ontario Hydro-Electric Power Commission was
announced at Toronto Thursday night and Mr. Saunders said he would
resign the mayoralty before his provincial appointment becomes
effective larch 1. (CP)

N.R.C. Creates New Division: A Radio and Electrical Engineering Division
has just been established by the National Research Council, it was
announced by President C.J. Mackenzie. Head of the new Division is
B.G. Ballard, 0.B.E., 3.Sc., who has been in charge of the electrical
engineering laboratory since his appointment to the staff in 1930.

Cutput of Refined Petroleum Products: Canadian output of refined petroleum
products in November totalled 6,679,892 barrels compared with 5,840, -
512 in the corresponding month of 1946, bringing the aggregate for
the 11 months ending November to 67,286,158 barrels compared with
61,123,833 in the similar period of 1946. Total for November 1947
included 3,115,997 barrels of motor gasoline, 19,706 barrels of
aviation gasoline, 1,492,003 barrels of heavy fuel oil, 1,137,173
barrels of light fuel o0il, 302,666 barrels of kerosene and stove
0il, 49,227 barrels of tractor distillate, 75,762 barrels of
naphtha gpecialties, and 487,358 barrels of other refinery products,
such as lubricating oils, asphalt, coke, etc.

‘

Barbara Ann 3cott Olympic Winner: Canada's Barbara Amn Scott won the
Women's Figure-Skating Championship at the fifth winter Olympics,
it was reported by Canadian Press at noon today.
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December Imports: "Imports into Canada in December were valued at
$194.2 millions, $35 millions down from the November total", the
Right Hon. C.D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce announced
Friday. "Imports from the United States fell by $33 millions
and, with an increase of $13 millions in December exports, the monthly
trade deficit with that country was reduced from $80 millions in
November to approximately $34 millions in December,®

. The statement went on to say that, although the December figures
showed that restrictions imposed by the government on November 17th
were taking effect, it would be unwise to assume that imports could
be maintained at the December level throughout 1948, "A certain
amount of abnormal stockpiling of imports undoubtedly took place
in October and November, which would account in part for a natural
slowing down in the general movement of imports subsequent to the
imposition of restrictions. It should also be noted that December
imports normally tend to be lower than those in the two preceding
months, and this seasonal factor may have contributed to the
decline."
The statement continues: '"Total Canadian imports for 1947

were at an all time high of 32,574 millions, 33 per cent above the
previous record year of 1946. Imports from the United States were
valued at $1,975 millions, a 40 per cent increase over 1946, and
represented an even larger proportion of total imports than in the
preceding year. ‘The distribution between countries was approximately
as follows: United States, 77 per cent; United Kingdom, 7 per cent;
other British Commonwealth countries, 7 per cent, and all other
countries, 9 per cent,

February 6, 1948,
Parliament Applauds Barbara Ann: The following is the text of a cable
sent Friday morning by the Prime Ninister, Mr. Mackenzie King to
Miss Barbara Ann Scott, in St. Moritz, Switzerland:
. "Dear Barbara Ann:
The word of your having won the Olympic Championship has
just been received. From one end of Canada to the other,
there is great rejoicing at your victory and at the high honour
you have brought to yourself and to our country. The govern-
ment joins with the people in extending warmest congratulations
to you. All are delighted beyond words.
W.L. Mackenzie King,
Prime Minister."
The House of Commons applauded as the Prime Minister read his
telegram at the opening of Friday's sitting.
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1947 Trade Record: Canada's foreign trade zoomed to record-breaking

lengths in 1947, totalling $5,385,700,000, the Dominion Bureau of
Statistics reported Sunday.

The previous high was reached in 1944 when war materials
formed the bulk of the total of $5,241,000,000. In 1946 trade was
valued at $4,266,400,000.

Canada ended the year with an over-all favorable commodity
trade balance with all countries of 237,800,000, compared with
$411,900,000 in the preceding year. Debit balance with the United
States was 918,100,000, compared with $496,700,000 in 1946, while
the favorable balance w1th the United Klngdom was 3564 ,300 OOO
compared with .397,4C0,000.

In December the balance of trade in favor of Canada was $76,-
700,000, the highest monthly figure since August 1946, compared
with $26,900,000 in November and $332,400,00C in December 1946.

The month's debit balance with the United States reached the
lowest point since March 1946, amounting to $33,900,000,compared
with $79,800,000 in November and. 360,100,000 in December 1946.
Favorable balance with the United Kingdom was 352,500,000 compared
with $51,600,000 in November and $47,800,000 a year earlier,

Merchandise imports reached record values in 1947, totalling
$2,573,900,000, compared with 31,927,300,000 in 1946, the previous
peak year. In December the first full month in which the import
restrictions were in effect, imports declined to $194,200,000, j
compared with $229,100,000 in November and $254,500,000 in October.
Total for the month was $12,300,000 above that of December 1946.

Wwith domestic exports in December valued at $266,200,000,
third highest monthly figure for the year, Canada's total export
trade in 1947 rose to $2,774,900,000, an increase of $462,700,000
‘over 1946 and the highest for any peacetlme years. The 1947 total
has been exceeded only in the three war years, 1943, 1944 and 1945,
which averaged $3,209,900,000, and was three and a third times the
total for prewar 1938. (CP)

Canada Wins Olympic Hockey Title: Canada's RCAF Flyers on Saturday re-

gained the Olympic hockey championship. »

The Canadians defeated Switzerland 3-0 to galn a first-place
tie with Czechoslovakia and win the title on the basis of a better
goal average. The Dominion thus regained a championship lost at
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, 12 years ago.

The triumph bcosted Canada's total in the final team standing
to 24% points--10 for the hockey championship, 10 for Barbara Ann's
figure-skating conquest, four for a third place in mixed pairs
figure-skating and one-quarter of a point gained in speed skating.

Canada finished ninth among the 28 countries competing at
St. Moritz, 13 of which did not score a point. (CP)

(over)
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Canada's Congratulations: . .The Prime Minister, Mr. Mackenzie King, on
Sunday sent the following message to Squadron Leader A.G. Watson
Manager, Canadian Olympic Hockey Team, St. Moritz, Switzerland: .

"Word has just been recelved that Canadian Olympic Hockey"
Team has won theOlympic Hockey title. The victory of our ‘team.

will be received with rejoicing throughout all parts of Canada.

On behalf of the Government and the people of Canada I send to
yourself and members of the team heartiest congratulations on the
team's splendid achievement in winning the Olympic- Championship.

W.L. Mackenzie King."
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Finance Mlnister's Speech- Canada s reserve of United States dollars ’
has not .yet stopped: rising, Finance Minister Douglas C. Abbott -
told:the opening :luncheon-of the three-day: conf erence of thef-
Canadian Lumbermen's Association in Montreal Monday. c

vi."While. we.expect-to see fluctuations in these reserves, ..
nevertheless the early . financial results of the (govermnment's dol<‘“
lar-saving) program have been distinctly encouraging. Even more
encouraging I believe has been the co-operation of the business = = & .+
community,"/said Mr. Abbott. He:was speaking to more than 1,000
members of the Association and ‘some lOO leading lumbermen from the
:United States.- :
ioluer oThe subjeet of. the Ninlster 'S address was Canada s contribu-i~
tion to world recovery, and the effect this contribution has had.
on this-.country's: financial position,. "In relation to pogulation
and national income -our contributlon probably exceeds that of any
other .country," he said.. .- - .. o

Canadians, like free men everywhere, are watchlng closely
while the Congress of the United States debates the European Recovery
Plan. Fortunately Canada is not one of the countries whose exist-
ence depends on the plan. Canada has never had to depend on foreign
aid. ] v

"Our interest is that of a country which on its own initiative
and at some considerable cost to itself, has already made a sub-
stantial contribution to the economic restoration of Europe and
the world in general, and which realizes that the main burden of
the task must be assumed by those who are able to bear it and carry
it through to a successful conclusion.,”

Mr. Abbott cited at length previously-announced figures on
the amount of help Canada gave Britain--and the world--during the
war. Too, there had been much private generosity, said Mr. Abbott.
For example, overseas parcels, mainly food, sent to Britain and
other European countries in 1945 from Canada totalled 11,351,000
pounds. In 1946 this total was nearly 25,000,000 pounds, and in
1945 nearly 40,000,000 pounds.

In postwar credits, too, "Canada has contributed to reconstruc-
tion and recovery on a scale that will bear comparison with any
country in the world," said the Minister, speaking of credits to
Britain, Belgium, China, Czechoslovakia, France, the Netherlands,
the Netherland Indies, Norway and Russia, in particular.

1. "In total since the conclusion of the war, Canada has extended

i ¢ Lo credits to Europe and China amounting in all to $1,857,000,000,

¥ and has already put at the disposal of the borrowing countries under
the credits, goods and services valued at $1,434,000,000."
All this struck a serious blow at Canada's dollar reserves,

Mr. Abbott pointed out. Canada had heped that before now there

would have been a sufficient measure of recovery to enable European

countries to export enough goods to ease the dollar shortage. Une
fortunately, due to a number of factors, including "to put it mildly,
the non-co-operative attitude of Russia," these hopes have been
disappointed. Canada, therefore, loocks with interest to the time
when the European Recovery Plan will start to work.

(over)
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Canada's part in this pfoérem could not be detailed at once;ffd

-but this country will certainly play an important part "as-a major‘g'nf'}
source of supply of essential foodstuffs, materials and equipment. -

Beyond that, our assistance in one way or another must inevitably.
be limited by our capacity," said Mr. Abbott.

- the Finance Kinister said he noted a spirit of co-operation .
and adaptability on the part of Canadian business in accepting the
restrictions made necessary by the dollar shortage. With that
spirit we can shorten the period during which these restrictions
must remain in effect. (Gazette)

In Parliament Londaz: Resources Ninister Glen gave notice of resolution
establishing a joint Senate~Commons committee on Indian Affairs.’
Transport Ninister Chevrier said the cost of establishment of
a coast guard would be prohibitive. P
Veterans Ninister Gregg said a statement would be made ‘a8 .
soon as possible about increased allowances for -veterans attending
universities.
Opposition Members: criticized the Government's price-investiga-
tion- committee' Liberal members extended support. (CP) LS

Imports of Complete Automobiles' The basis on which 1mports ‘of complete
automobiles will be permitted in 1948 was announced Tuesday by ‘the
Right Honourable C.D. Howe. Each importer will be given a dollar : -
allotment based on the number of passenger cars and trucks he imported
from the so-called "scheduled" countries during the twelve months ended
October 31, 1947. .The dollar allotment will be arrived at. by :* = ::
multiplying the number of units imported during the basie.period:i .-
by $230, a figure which is calculated to be 75% of the average ... ' :
foreign currency content of automobiles manufactured in :Canada,’' = '':

‘50-
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Price Committee Launches Probe: The Commons sent its special price-

investigating committee into action Tuesday with a 120 to 80 vote
of approval as Prime Minister King capped a week-long debate on
the enabling resolution with a denunciation of the "delaying"
tactics of Opposition parties.
. The 16-man committee clothed with the authority of a Royal
Commission to probe the causes of the rising cost of living '
promptly held an organization meeting preliminary to embarking on
a lengthy inquiry aimed at searching out hoarding and profiteering
in the price field.
. Closing a debate which he himself opened a week ago, Mr. King
charged that the Opposition, with flights of "declamation” and
"ridicule™, "angry displays" .and "threats of boycott", had attempted
to belittle and "obscure" the importance of the committee and make
it "as difficult as possible" to have it appointed.

At the same time, he turned down Opposition demands that the
committee be given policy-making authority. (CP)

Mr. Martin Chosen Chairman: Health Minister Martin indicated Tuesday

night at the first meéting of the Parliamentary Prices Committee
that the initial investigations would be into high prices of
bread, butter, meat, vegetables, shoes and clothing,

Elected unanimously to the chairmanship of the l6-member
committee, Mr. Martin said he was confident that the members will
not permit it "to be used as a smokescreen." (CP)

i
In Parliament Tuesday: Opposition gumbers questioned Finance Minister

Abbott about dollar-conservation measures and were told there was
no indication how long they might last.

Trade Minister Howe announced that legislation dealing with
an increase in the initial wheat payment would be introduced within
a few days.

Mr. Abbott reiterated the Government does not propose to sub~
sidize sugar beet production.
. The Senate gave third reading to a bill aimed at clearing
legal doubt about the Government's right to proceed with hydro-
electric power development near Yellowknife. (CP)

Minister in Cuba: The Secretary of State for External Affairs has_
announced .the appointment of Mr. Charles P. Hébert as Canadian
Minister in Cuba. He succeeds Mr. Emile Vaillancourt who has
_been appointed Canadian Minister in Yugoslavia. Mr. Hébert has
... recently returned from Havana where he was Canadian Delegate to
. the International Trade and Employment Organization Conference.
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In Parliament Wednesday: In reply to a question in the House of Commons
as to whether the Government in signing the Geneva Trade Agree-
ment had agreed to remove the embargo against the importation of
.0leomargarine, Right Hon. L.S..St. Laurent, Secretary of State for
External Affairs,replied that the effect of the exceptions on such
legislation as exists in Canada that would amount to prohibitions
is being considered at the present time by the Department of
Justice.

..  Wing Cmdr. Lawrence Skey (PC--Toronto Trinity) called on the
Government to build the RCAF to the status of a first-line air
force as the cheapest and most effective line of defence.

Transport Minister Chevrier rejected claims that Canadian
ports should revert to local control.

.Clarie Gillis (CCF-~Cape Breton South) renewed demands for
construction of a causeway over the strait of Canso in Nova Scotia.

The Senate gave final reading to a bill ratifying an agree- |
ment between Canada and the Unlted States for controlllng the
slaughter of fur seals. ‘

Prices Cbmmittee: The Commons Price Probe Committee was told Wednesday
by Kenneth Taylor, Government economist, that continuation of full
wartime price control would not likely have prevented an upsurge
in Canadian prices.

Testifying before the lS-member committee investigating causes
of skyrocketing prices, he said: "I do not think you will find all
or even a major part of the explangtion of this problem within the
boundaries of our own country." (CP)

_Bank of Canada Report: Canadians were advised to produce more and spend
less for non-essential purposes in Wednesday's annual report of the
Bank of Canada. \
The report addressed to Finance Minister Abbott from Graham
Towers, Governor, cautioned against heavy capital expenditures;
stated that business is depending more on banks for financing;
" noted that provincial municipal and corporate debts are up for the
first time in years and said Canada needs to increase its foreign
exchange holdings. (CP)

1947 National Accounts: Preliminary éstimates indicate a gross national
product and expenditure of $13.1 billion for 1947. This represents.
an inerease of $1.4 billion or.1l2 per cent over 1946. While some
of this increase in gross national product was the result of in-
creased real production, a substantial portion was the result of

@s price increases. The cost-of-living index rose by 9.6 per cent
) from 123,6 in 1946 to 135.5 in 1947, while the index of wholesale
prices rose 18.7 per cent from 108, 7 in 1946 to 129 0 in 1947,

Retail Sales Up 11 Per Cent in 1947: Value of retail sales in Canada -
.in 1947 was 11 per cent higher than in the preceding year, accord-
‘ing to -index numbers ccmpiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.
_Widening the gap between 1947 and 1946, which became marked from
September on, sales in December increased 16 per cent over the same
month of 1946 and rose 20 per cent over November.
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Fridey in Parliament: Prime Minister Mackenzie King said the Depart-
ment...of. Immigration and atso:to a-limited extent the Governmeérnt-
ig considering .the question of Communists entering Canada.,

Gordon Isnor (L--Halifax) accused ClareneGillis (CCF Cape
Breton South) of persistently painting a ceold, dreary and dismal
picture of Maritime prospects. -

Liguori Lacombe (Ind--Laval-Two Mountains) said the Govern-
ment kept Canada tied too long to the United Kingdom and ealled
for a distinctive Canadian flag.

Douglas Harkness (PC--Calgary East) charged political inter-
ference with Civil Service appointments.

J.W. Murphy (PC-~Lambton West) said the time had come for a
federal minister in charge of immigration. (CP)

_..Alaska Highway Opened: The Honourable J. Allison Glen, Minister &f Mines
and Resources announced today in Ottawa that restrictions on tourist
and pleasure travel over the Alaska Highway have now been removed
and that permits to travel over the highway will no longer be required.

The Alaska Highway, which extends for 1,523 miles from Dawson
Creek, British Columbia to Fairbanks, Alaska is an all-weather,
gravelled road constructed during World War II as a defence measure,
and permission to travel over the Canadian Section has been limited
in the main to persons having business reasons for using the highway.

Wholesale Sales Up 12 per cent: Dollar volume of wholesale sales in nine
lines of trade for the year 1947 was 12 per cent higher than in 1946,
according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. December sales were
13 per cent in excess of December 1946, but dropped 15 per cent from
November. The general unadjusted index of sales, on the base 1935«
392100, stood at 251.8 for December, 295.0 for November, and 222.2 for
December, 1946.

Probe Alleged Bread Combine: Rt. Hon. J.L. Ilsley, Minister of Justice,
announced the appointment of H. Carl Goldenberg, barrister, of
Montreal as a Special Commissioner under the Combines Inveﬂfigation
Act to investigate an alleged combine of bread-baking firms in the
provinces of Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia. This
action follows preliminary ‘inquiries started some time ago by the

. Combines Investigation Commission as a result of complaints that
bakers in these provinces had entered into agreements fixing and
enhancing prices of bread and otherwise suppressing competition in

1 A violation of the Combines Investigation Act.

‘Named Special Ambassador: The Prime Minister announced the appointment
of Mr, James A. Strong, Canadian Ambassador in Peru, as Special
Ambassador of Canada at the inauguration of President Elect Don
Romulo Gallegos as President of the Republic of Venezuela.
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Federal Surplus Report: Surplus in the Canadian Treasury at the end of
the first 10 months of the current fiscal year jumped ahead to
$741,313,889 compared with $646,230,821 a month previously and
$354,226,458 a year ago, it was shown in the monthly report of the
‘Comptroller of the Treasury.

However, the Comptroller, B.G. Nelntyre, drew attention this
month to the fact that this surplus did not take into account loans
to the United Kingdom and other governments, amounting to $384,450,~
030.

He emphasized that while this amount could not be charged
against government expenditures, it could not be included in the
surplus as a cash asset, since the loans were provided for out of
the total surplus. On this basis the actual surplus would amount
to $356,863,859. (CP)

Barbara is World Champion: Barbara Ann Scott on Sunday wound up her
1948 European figure-skating campaign with her third major success
in a month, retaining the world title she won last year at Stockholm.
The twice-crowned European champion and Cgnada's first winner

of the Olympic figure-skating gold medal was a thrilled and happy
girl as she rested in her dressing room following the free-skating
performance which clinched the world competition.

" The two other Canadian skaters, Marilyn Ruth Take and Suzanne
Morrow, both of Toronto,placed 12th and 13th respectively.

Prime Minister Sends Canada's Congratulations: The following is the
text of the cable sent by the Prime Minister, Mr. Mackenzie King
to Miss Barbara Ann Scott, in Davos, Switzerland:

"My dear Barbara Ann: '

All Canada is prouder of you than ever. Once more,
warmest congratulations upon winning for the second time, the
world championship in figure skating contests. Your triumph
is shared by all your fellow Canadians who now await your
return to accord you a truly national welcome. I extend these

v congratulations on behalf of the Government as well as on behalf
of the people of Canada. In the world arena of sports you have
indeed brought high honour to our country and to yourself.

' W.L. Mackenzie King"

Tribute to Mahatma Gandhi: Tribute to Mahatma Gandhi was paid by Sir
Alexander Clutterbuck, High Commissioner for the United Kingdom;

, @Q - Chinese Ambassador Liu  Chieh; Turkish Ambassador Nuzaffer Goker,

and Leonard W. Brockington, K.C., in the Convention Eall of the

Chateau Laurier Sunday afternoon. -
Prime Minister King, members of the Cabinet, members of the

diplomatic corps and several hundred persons who,in the words of
Mr. Brockington, learned to revere Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, were
guests of Sardar Singh Malik, High Commissioner for India, at the
memorial meeting. (Citizen)
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Increases in Veterans' Pensions: The Government announced increased
rates in payments to disabled war pensioners and widows and to
married student veterans, which brought their greatest relief to
those who are supporting families.

Prime Minister Machenzie King announced in the Commons that
the Government is proposing:

1. The pension for g totally disabled veteran be boosted from
$75 to $87 a month; for his wife from $25 to $30; for a first child
from $15 to $18, a second $12 to $14 and for others $10 to $12.
Instead of $137, such a man with wife and three children now would
get $161. Increases for lesser pensions would be on a proportionate
percentage scale.

2. Widows' pensions would go up from $60 to $70 with the same
increases for children as those for children of disabled pensioners.,

3. Married student veterans attending universities of vocational
schools would get $90 a month instead of $80, plus $18 a month for
the first child instead of $12; 314 for the second instead of 312
and $12 for the third instead of $10. For a man with wife and three
children the monthly cheque would be $134 instead of $114. (CP)

In Parliament Monday: Labour Minister Mitchell said unemployment in some
Mari time centres was largely seasonal.

James Sinclair (L--Vancouver North) protested against rejection
of members' travelling expenses on the ground they had travelled by
air,

The Commons voted 49 to 42 against limiting currency-saving
import restrictions to dollar countries, mainly the United States.

Mr. Abbott said he was convinced import restrictions were
hel ping United Kingdom trade with Canada,

Opposition members criticized power held by Trade Minister Howe,
responsible for capital expenditure imports.

Senator J.W. Farris (L--British Columbia) said Stalin now is
a greater threat to world peace than Hitler,

Statement by Mr. St. Laurent: Replying in the House of Commons Monday to
a question previously asked, based on certain newspaper articles,
Right Hon. L. S. St. Laurent, Secretary of State for External Affairs,
said in part: -

",...There has been no communication whatsoever from His
Vajesty referring to the manner in which it would be agreeable to
him to have letters of credence to Canadian ambassadors and

g ministers dealt with since May, 1947 and there has been no communica-

tion at any time which would amount to an intrusion by the Govern-
ment of Great Britain in our foreign polities.

"Any suggestion that His Majesty may have been acting on advise
or the United Kingdom ministers in the course of the correspondence
with the Prime Minister of Canada about these letters patent is
fantastic. I will merely recall, because it is too clear to require
any comment, that the right to advise His Najesty in prerogative
matters affecting Canada resides exclusively in the Government of

- Canadaftbee”
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Mr, St. Laurent's Palestine Statement: In the House of Commons Tuesday
the following question and answer in respect of the Palestine situa-
tion was recorded by EHansard from M.J. Coldwell, C.C.F. leader and
Right Hon. L.S. St. Laurent,. Secretary of State for External Affairs,
respectively.

Mr. M.J. Coldwell (Rosetown-Blggar) Vr. Speaker, may I
direct a question to the Secretary of State for External Affairs.

In view of the grave warning made by the Palestine commission to the
Security Council yesterday that "a tragic and dangerous precedent®
will be established if force or the threat of force is allowed to
thwart the decision of the United Nations, is the Government prepared
to accept its share of responsibility in such action as may be taken
by the Security Council with a view to averting further bloodshed in
Palestine and implementing the Assembly decision?

Right Hon. 1.853t. lLaurent (Secretary of State for External
Affairs): Nr. Speaker, I listened with care to the question the
‘hon. member has just put, because it was not quite in the terms of
the notice I was handed just before I came into the House. In
answer I can only state that Canada accepted full responsibility
under the Charter of the United Nations and has at all times been
pressing to have all the organs of the United Nations set up in
accordance with the Charter and in such a manner as to make the !
Charter fully effective. There is no intention of not complying
with the requirements both of the letter and of the spirit of the
Charter.

Exchange Conservation Bill: One of the most contentious clauses of the
Government's Foreign Exchange Conservation Bill was passed by the
Commons Tuesday as Opposition members called a halt to their efforts
to have import restrictions aimed solely at the United States and
other dollar countries.

The clause gives the Government authority to apply uhe restric-~
tions against all countries without discrimination. It passed on
division--without a recorded vote--after E. D. Fulton (PC--Kamloops)
made another plea that restrictions be not applied against the
United Kingdom and Commonwealth countries.

Also passed was a section providing Finance Minister Abbott
with authority to deal with cases of hardship arising out -of applica-
tion of the restrictions. Another clause approved provided authority
for the drafting of regulations to cover the importation of goodsy

N <o which may be brought here on a quota basis. (CP)
I ;

Automobile Import.Quota: Britain can more than triple her current

exports of automobiles to Canada under a new quota arrangement, it
i was shown Tuesday in a document tabled in the House of .Commons by
f Finance Minister Abbott.

The quota provides that Britain--and each of the other non-
dollar countries--may ship to the Dominion this year up to $7,500,-
000 worth of cars. Llast year, imports from the United Kingdom in
this line were only $2,000,000. (CP)
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In Parliament Wednesday: Prime Minister Mackenzie Xing said the Govern-

ment has not decided whether legislation increasing war veterans?
allowances should be submitted to the Veterans Committee.

Gordon Graydon (PC--Peel) urged the Government to take active
steps for the release of evidence of the 1942 Royal Commission on
Hong Kong defence. -

Resources Minister Glen denied there had been political inter-
ference in the proposed appointment of W.J.F. Pratt, his private
secretary, to an Indian Affairs position.

J.M. Nacdonnell (PC--Muskoka-Ontario) charged the Government
was ignoring inflation and urged steps be taken.

In the Upper Chamber Senator W.D. Euler (L--Ontario) launched
a bill to legalize the sale, importation and manufacture of oleo-
margarine. (CP)

Harbours Traffic Increase: An increase of 3,899,000 tons or 14 per cent

ICAO

in the aggregate volume of traffic at Canada's national harbours in
1947 as compared with the previous year, is announced by the Honourable
Lionel Chevrier, Minister with . jurisdiction over the National Harbours
Board. 1In releasing the preliminary National Harbours Board traffic
statistics for 1947 the Minister said that "each of the eight nati onal
harbours concerned participated in this traffic. The fact a sub-
stantial increase was achieved despite a reduction in grain shipments
is indicative of the diversification and volume of Canada‘’s export
trade.”

The aggregate cargo tonnage, inward and outward, at harbours
administered by the National Harbours Board was 31,071,000 last year
as compared with 27,172,000 in 1946, Vessel arrivals during 1947
numbered 42,876, having a net registered tonnage of 29,860,000.

Totals for 1946 were 39,823 vessels of 26,879,000 net registered tons.

General Neeting: To facilitate international air transport by

permitting the unimpeded passage of aireraft and the traffic they
carry across national borders is the prime purpose of an International
Civil Aviation Organization divisional meeting to be held in Geneva,
Switzerlsnd on May 17, 1948, according to an announcement made at

ICAO Headquarters in Montreal. The meeting will climax several

years of effort initiated by the Organization to reduce the great
number of governmental customs, immigration, and public¢c health

-requirements that hinder and delay both passengers and freight at

border crossing points.

Citrus Fruit Controls: The Wartime Prices and Trade Board on Wednesday

announced the reimposition of markup control on oranges, grape-
fruit, limes, lemons and tangerines, effective Thursday, February
19. ’

This action, officials said, is in line with the government's
policy of imposing markup control on those imported fruits and
vegetables at present under import restrictions.
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Thursday in Parliament: J.M. Macdonnell (PC-~Muskoka-Ontario) urged

the Government to allow interest rates to rise and thus discourage
expansion that would lead to a depression.

Revenue Minister McCann said he would investigate the question
of allowing income tax deductions for expenses incurred by teachers
taking summer courses.

Norman Jaques (SC--Wetaskiwin) said Canada should not participate
in any military force sent to Palestine to enforce partition.

Ten members participated in the Throne Speech debate.

In the Upper Chamber, Senator Arthur Marcott (PC--Manitoba)
said democracies could preserve peace if they remained strong enough
to awe their enemies. :

Address By Mr. Gardiner: Canada should set its immigration ob jective

at 500,000 a year, Agriculture Minister Gardiner told the Empire Club
in Toronto Thursday. Within 10 years this objective should be
boosted to a million a year, the federal minister said. Most of the
immigrants would come from Britain and Europe.

Canada will continue to lose population to the United States,
Mr. Gardiner stated, but over a term of years many would come to
Canada and the situation would balance. "If we all get busy and boost
the country, we can more than double our population in 15 years" he
said. History has shown, he added,that the population of any new
country increases rapldly after 10 to 12 millions are settled. (Globe)

To Exploit Television: The Senate Tourist Committee was told Thursday

that Canada is preparing to exploit the "vastly greater importance”
that is anticipated for television in the States this year.

.Ross McLean, Chairman of the National Film Board, testified
that the short-length film would dominate in television and that
the board was producing the sort of films that would fit in. He
predicted that the present small television audience in the United
States would boom to 5,000,000 this year.

¥erchandise Exports in January: Capadian merchandise was exported in

(p

.

January to the value of 235,400,000, down $30,800,000 from the
December total but up 526,800,000 over the January 1947 figure,
according to the Dominion Bureau of Statisties. The month's
export trade exceeded the monthly average for 1947 by $4,200,000.
Exports to foreign countries rose from $129,700,000 a year ago
to $146,900,000, and to British Empire countries from 378,900,000
to j88, 500 OOO.

Purchases of Canadian commodities by the United States rose
from $79,453,000 in January last year to $104,999,000 while the
value of shipments to the United Kingdom increased from $50,465,~
000 to $64,948,000. France was third with a total of 8,484,000
compared with p? 441,000, followed by the Union of South Afrlca

t $4,128,000 compared wlth $6,174,000.
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In Parliament Friday: Prime Minister Mackenzie King announced the
Goverhment plans to ask for a summer recess if work is not completed
by July.

Labor Minister Mitchell said he had been advised no woarkers
had been dismissed by the Robert Simpson Company to make way for
immigrants. _ )

Mr. King said the United Kingdom Government has replied to a
request to make public evidence of thé 1942 Royal Commission on
Hong Kong but added he wished to show the reply to John Bracken,
Progressive Conservative leader, before making a statement.

Opposition parties called for more efficient Government censor-
ship on publications entering Canada.

Stanley Knowles (CCF--Winnipeg North Center) called on members 4o
stop deleting remarks from Hansard merely because they were "ashamed"
of them. )

Import Restrictions Statement: Finance MNinister Abbott, giving the first
hint as to how long Canada's exchange conservation program may reémain
in force,  told the Commons that import restrictions on fresh fruits
and vegetables likely will be continued throughout this year, and
possibly into 1949,

Replying to requests that the Government give Camadian growers
some indication of how long the restrictions would be retained, so
that they could arrange to supply all the needs of the Canadian
market, Mr, Abbott said:

"As I now see the situation, and as I now view the prospects
of our exchange position, I think it is highly improbable that a
complete removal of these restrictions with respect to fresh fruits'
and vegetables will occur much before the end of this calendar year,
and it may be that some degree of restriction will continue into the
early part of 1949.n

" " "He made the statement shortly before members voted 43 to 23
against a CCF move to have fresh fruits-and vegetables removed from
the 1ist of banned imports in the Foreign Exchange Conservation
bill.

Mr. Abbott said the import restrictions on fresh fruits and
vegetables were intended to be temporary.

United Nations a Success, Declares General McNaughton: General A.G.L.
. NcNaughton reiterated Fridayitig views that the United Nations has
S not failed, reports a Canadian Press despatch from Lake Success.
N "On the contrary, it has been a decided success", he said.
The Canadian leader, President of the Security Council for
this month, told a group of high school boys and girls from Ottawa
and Toronto:
"Many people think that the United Nations has not been a
success. On the contrary, it has been a decided success. Its
work for good is gathering momentum with every day that passes." (CP)
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Touﬁist Lxpenditures: Txpenditures in Canada in 1947 by tourists

Rent

and other travellers from the United States, Newfoundland and
overseas countries totalled 3242 million, an increase of 319 million
over 1946, according to estimates by the Dominion Bureau of
Statisties. This advance may be compared with increases of 346
million in 1945 and 357 million in 1946. These figures indicate
that the rapid growth in the tourist trade vhich characterized the
immediate post-war period and reached a peak in 1946 had lost momentum
in 1947. The agerregate travel receipts consist of $230 million from
the United States and 312 million from overseas countries and New-
foundland. The American expenditures are only six per cent higher
than in the previous year, but the amount spent by overseas travellers
shows a gain of 71 per cent.
The most encouraging feature of the tourist trade in 1947 is
the strong showing made by the automobile traffic, the traffic vhich
before the war formed the backlog of the tourist industry in Canada.
American dollars brought into Canada by motorists in 1947 almost
equalled the aggregate amount brought in by train, boat, bus, airplane
and all other methods used to cross the international border.
Expenditures of Canadian travellers in other countries during
1947 are estimated at $167 million, just over twice the amount spent
two years ago, and 333 million more than the previous record establ ished
in 1946. VYor purposes of comparison with pre-war data, the average
expenditures for the period 10 years immediately preceding the war
were 373 million, and the pre-war high in 1929 was $108 nmillion.
Canadian expenditures on tourists trade account in 1947 comprise
3152 million spent in the United States and 315 million spent in
other ‘countries. The amount which went to the United States is 17
per cent more than the sum spent in that country in 1946, and the over-
seas expenditures are almost four times their size in 1946.

Control: The Wartime Prices and Trade Board Sunday announced that all

tourist cabins which are now vacant or which may become vacant in the
future will be free of rent and eviction control. Tenants now in
occupancy are still protected by the rentals regulat ions and cannot
be required to vacate so long as they are well behaved. If a tenant
does vacate, the accommodation will then be free of control. This
rule will also apply to ski lodees, winter chalets, hunting lodges,
and summer cottages.

Officials explained that as this type of acccmrocdstion is
considered to be in the same category as hotel accommod=tion this
action is similar to that taken in the Spring of 1947 when hotel
rooms were freed from rent control.
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In Parliament Monday: Trade Minister Howe sald the Government hopes motion

pleture production will develop in Canada as result of the dollar-

conservation program.
M.I. Coldwell, CCF leader, urged encouragement for filming of full
length stories of Canadian life.
First reading was given a bill extending for three years the Farm
Loans Improvement Act of 1944.

Exchange Conservation Bill: The Commons Monday night completed study of the

itemized schedules appended to the Government's controversial Exchange
Conservation Bill after Opposition members tried unsuccessfully to learn
how long import restrictions will remain in effect and how many United
States dollars they are likely to save.

Finance Minister Abbott would say only that restrictions will be
removed when Canada‘’s reserves of U.S, dollars reach a "more normal
and reasonable level™ and are likely to continue at such a level,

Trade Minister Howe said it originally had been estimated that
the import restrictions would save an estimated $100,000,000 U.S. an-
nually. Now it was expected that the figure might be $150,000,000,
but it was difficult to estimate the final saving,

Mr. Howe said the bill, which will come up for third reading
Tuesday, would not be used to encourage industries which could not .
prosper when the restrictions were lifted, whether that be in six
months, six years or 60 years.

He also warned that if industry used the legislafion as protective
tariff, import permits might be granted to discourage the idea.

Mr. Howe reiterated that the Government planned to approach
the U.S. Government on a bilateral trade agreement under which products
made by American branch plants in Canada could be sold in the U.S.A. (CP)

Ontario Power Blackouts: As Southern Ontario began a second week of hydro-

1

&

electric power blackouts, now a familiar routine, an Ontario Hydro-
Electric Power Commission statement gave hope that interruptions
would be less frequent and rationing measures less stringent.
The Ontario Commission is embarking on an "extensive reallocation
of available generation," taking power from municipalities which
seem to have more than their share and re-routing it to others
which appear to be under-supplied. Special regard would be made
for centres of concentrated industries. (CP)

Cheque for Child Relief: Prime Minister Mackenzie King Monday presented the
 Canadian Appeal for Children with a cheque for $200,000 "on the un-
derstanding that the sum will be put at the disposal of the Inter-
national Children's Emergency Fund for the purchase in Canada of

relief supplies". (CP)
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In Parliament Tuesday: Prime Minister Mackenzie King said evidence of

the Royal Commission on Hong Kong will be made publie, with some
parts paraphrased; the United Kingdom again will be asked to permit
publication of all documents.

The Commons voted 104 to 96 against an amendment aimed at
confining currency-conservation legislation only to dollar countries;
the bill was approved by a vote of 102 to 92.

‘Transport Minister Chevrier said he hopes better weather and
faster unloading of cars will make a larger number of cars available
for the movement of coal to the Maritimes.

Revenue Minister NcCann contended that new income tax guides
and forms had been well received by farmers.

Agriculture Minister Gardiner said he will place before Cabinet,
Maritime proposals for Federal aid in dyking marshlands.

Third reading was given a bill extending the Farm Improvement
Loans Act for another three years.

Dominion Labor Code: Labor Minister Daley of Ontario said Tuesday night

that the Ontario Gov ernment planned legislation to make the proposed
new Dominion Labor Code applicable to all industry in the province.

In a radio address, the Minister said that the Dominion Code--
which has not yet been adopted--might not be entirely satisfactory
to the Province but he added:

"It is therefore the decision of the Ontario Government, which
I am authorized to announce as the stated poliey of the Ontario
Legislature, a bill will be introduced which...will enable the
necessary administr-tive arrangements to be made and the Dominion
Code to be applied to all provincial works,-undértakings or businesses
strietly within the provincial field. The result will be that one
Code will apply to all Labor relations within Ontaric, without
distinction between Dominion ori:Provincial works, undertakings or
businesses." ’

Ontario Power Shortage: Measures adopted by the Ontario Hydro-Electric

Farnm

Power Commission to distribute power more equitably through the
Province, combined with voluntary rationing efforts of industrial

and domestic consumers, on Tuesday gave Toronto power users assurances
that cutoffs would be limited to one a day in future. (CP)

Labop:/ Agreements: Although immigration during the past year and a

half relieved considerably the actual shortage of farm help, the
seasonal movements of farm labory from one region to another to

assist in harvesting the crops were necessary again in 1948, Honourable
Humphrey NMitchell announced following his tabling in the House of
Commons of an Order-in-Council (P.C. 559) providing for the Dominion

to enter into agreements with the provinces covering these movements.
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Mr. St. Laurent on United Nations: "If freedom loving states waver in
their support of the United Nations and its ideal they will help
to precipitate collective insecurity and irresponsibility among
the nations™, said Right Honourable Louis S. St. Laurent, Secretary
of State for External Affairs, in an address to the Ontario Good
Roads Association, in Toronto, on February 25,

Speaking of Canada‘'s responsibilities as a member of United
Nations, he said: "....We cannot hope to avoid these primary
responsibilities for the world by saying that Canada is a small =,
nation. We are comparatively small, but geography, history and the
current fortunes of peace and war have faced us with the challenge
to play an important role in international affairs. We must remember
how many nations have been ravaged by war, how many are subject to
recurrent famines and diseases, how many have been unnerved and how
many lack even our experience in international relations. Whether
wa like it or not, we occupy a significant position among the free
democracies of the world. If the free democracies lose the initiative
in world affairs and in the United Nations in particular, we cannot
expect the ideals embodied in the United Nations to receive any
lasting support from the totalitarian nations or from those lands
still immersed in the primary problems of creating a mational
structure....”

In Parliament Wednesday:. The Government edged the opposition 103 to 98--
narrowest majority of this Parliament--on a division over a motion
for production of papers.

Finance Minister Abbott said maturing War Savings Certificates
still must be sent to the Registrar of War Savings Certificates
at Ottawa. ‘
" ' The Commons adopted a motion for production of a paraphrased
copy of evidence of the Royal Commission on Hong Kong.

G.K. Fragser (PC--Peterboro West) criticized National Film Board
expenditures. :

J.M. Dechene (L--Athabaska) protested against what he said were
attempts by some sections of the press to belittle Parliament.

Prize Court Decisions: The Department of External Affairs announced
Wednesday that under provisions of treaties of peace signed with
three countries--Italy, Roumania and Finland--Canada has the right
to re-examine the decisions of all of their prize. courts held during
the Second World War.

In the event Canada finds that the decisions of these courts
were not in conformity with international law, the Governments
concerned are required to set the decisions aside and revise them
according to the wishes of the Camadian Government. All three treaties
of peace in this matter are substantially the same.

At the same time, the Department announced that provisions are
contained in the tregties of peace with Italy, Roumania, Hungary and
Finland for the revision of judgments by public courts. The Governments
of these four countries are obliged to enable the nationals of the
United Nations to submit for review any judgment where the national
has been unable adequately to present his case, either as plaintiff
or defendant.

!@
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In Parliament.Thursday: Gordon COraydon (PC--Peel) asked 4if Prime

Minister King had any knowledge, three days before the Hong
Kong expedition sailed in 1941, of a communication which said
that "altered circumstances'" obtained in the Pacific.

Defence Minister Claxton said the Government could not go
back on an undertaking to the United Kingdom Government that
documents in the Hong Kong inquiry would not be made public without
Britain's consent.

Lionel Bertrand (L--Terrebonne) urged appointment of a full-
time tourist and publicity minister.

, Angus FacInnis (CCF--Vancouver East) said the Government
was giving priority to measures that would restrict rather than
expand world trade.

David Croll (L--Toronto Spadina) reviewed the Palestine
problem and said it is of vital concern to Canada,

Canadian Federation of Agriculture Requests: The Canadian Federation of

Agriculture on Thursday presented a brief recommending:

1. International commodity agreements.

2. Stabilization of feed prices and placement of coarse grains
marketing under the Canadian Wheat Board.
‘ 3. Continuation of freight assistance on feeds "until such time
as it may be embodied in a national grain policy."

4, Floor prices for agricultural products.

5. Federal marketing legislation without further delay.

Dr. Newman Retires: Creator of wheat varieties which have brought the

title of Wheat King to a score or more of growers, congueror of
wheat diseases threatening hunger, Canada‘s Leonard Harold Newman
retires on superannuation from the post of Dominion Cerealist to-
morrow, February 28.

Dr. Newman has devoted his life to the breeding of better
wheats for the baking of better breads. For the past 25 years,
he has headed the Cereal Division of the Experimental Farms Service,
Dominion Department of Agriculture.

New Bank of Canada Director: Hon. Douglas Abbott, Minister of Finance,

announced today the appocintment of Fr. Norman A. Hesler of Sackville,
N.B., as a Director of the Bank of Canada to fill the vacancy
occasioned by the resignation of lMr. Fred Nagee of Port Elgin, N.B,

Stocks and Narketings of Wheat: Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or

in transit in North America at midnight on February 19 amounted to
114,018,000 bushels compared with 117,427,000 on February 12, and
122,140,000 on the corresponding date last year, according to the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Visible on the latest date comprised
107,347,000 bushels in Canadian positions and 6,671,000 bushels in
United States positions.
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Relations With Czechoslovakia: The matter of Ganada's future relations
with Czechoslovakia is now under consideration, Right Honourable
L.'S. St. Laurent, Secretary of State for External Affairs, told
the House of Comnons yvesterday in the follow1ng exchange:

‘ Gordon Graydon (PC--Peel) Does the Government endorse and
‘:approve the Three-Power Statement 1osued yesterday by Great Britain,
France and the United States rcspectlng ‘Czechoslovakia? What
‘immediate effects, if any, will the recent ‘change in the Czechoslo-
vakian Government have on our relations w&th that power in the -
 d1pl0ﬁat1C financial and trade fields?’. ' )
' Mr. St. Laurent:! To the first. quedtlon all I can say is that
" the statement published in the newopapers has not been before the
Government for consideration. To the second. questlon the matter
of our-future relations, financial and otherwise, with Czechoslovakia
is now under consideration, and that consideration probably will
not be completed until we get more accurate and fuller official
o informatlon.__dhen it is.completed and a. de0151on has been arrlved
at, ‘it will be anriounced to“the House.: '

In Parliament Thursday: Justice Finister Ilsley said he expects to
announce establishment of a Cormittee to study revision of the
Criminal Code.

Trade kinister Howe announced the Government is taking the
power to make periodic advances in the initial wheat payment; an
increase being planned will not be announced until legislation
becomes law.

}r. Powe said the Covernment will not use authority to place
domestic marketing of barley and oats under the itheat Board until
Prairie Provinces have passed complementary legislation.

. The Progressive Conservative party, supported by the CCF and
Social Credit spokesmen, moved an amendment to split the wheat bill
into three narts. :

a
i

Drov1nce of Quebec Budpet: Quebec Provincial Treasurer,. Cnesime Gagnon,
reported in his budpet speech that provincial revenuea durine the
current fiscal year ending Larch. 31 would.yreach the record {figure - -
'of 3166, 980,000 exceeding estimates. by nearly $20, COO ,000. Fr. Gagnon
forecast revgnues during the coming 1948-49 fiscal year of $142,-
411,000, with an overall surplus of .;420,543.

He estimated Quebec will have a surplus in the current year

( .on ordinary account of $43,012,000 with an over-all surplus of

K% 71,640,000 after capital expenditures of $41,572,000. (CP)
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Air Vice-Marshal Sir Leslie Brown: Air Vice~Marshal Sir Leslie Browm,

commandant of Britain's Land-Air Warfare School, said here he did
not believe the Arctic provided any natural defensive barrier for
orth Americsa.

The former Commander of 84 Tactical Group of the Royal Air
Force, which supported the First Canmddian Army throughout the
campaign in Northwest Europe, indicated that he believed war could
be waged across the Arctic wastes.

~ "je in Britain, however, are looking to Canada and the United
States for the sclution of the problems that the Arctic creates
for military cperations,™ he added, suggesting that the work already
done by the armed forces of the two countries has been progressing
satisfactorily.

The Air Vice-FNarshal will be in Canada for the next twoc weeks
before going to Jashington for conferences with United States Army
Air Force officers. (CP)

Immigrants From Nalta: The Department of Lixternal Affairs announced

today that arrancements have been rade by the Honourable J. Allison
Glen, Canadian Kinister of liines and Resources, with the Honourable
J.J, Cole, Ninister of Imigration in Kalta, for the admission to
Canada of 50C immigrants as construction workers from that island.
The movement will take place this spring and the Maltese authorities
will make all transportation arrangements.

March Immigration: In a statement giving a breakdown of the passenger

list of the 3.3. "3turgis™, en route to Canada with 860 irmmigrants,
the Honourzble J. Allison Glen, Minister of MNines and Resources,
announced that March is expected to be a record rmonth for arrivals
of Displeced Personsg from Lurope.

The "Sturgis", whose arrival will bring the total of Displaced
Perscns welcomed to Canada to nearly 12,000, is carrying 417 domestics,
60 garment wocrkers, who are bringing 50 dependents with them, 105
hydro-electric workers, 75 railway workers, 73 miners, 45 steel workers,
and 35 woodworkers.

Canadian 3tatistical Review: The first issue of the CANADIAN STATISTICAL
RuVIEY has been released for distribution by the Deominion Bureau of
Statistics. Successor to the MONTHLY REVIEW OF BUSINESS STATISTICS,
which has been published without interruption since 1926, the new
Review provides a comprehensive presentation of current Canadian
statistics in attractive and readable form. GTconomic factors are
reviewed in great detail and cover such fields as labour, income
and earnings, prices, fuel and power, mining, manufacturing, construc-
tion, food and agriculture, domestic and external trade, transporta-~
tion and finance. )

1947 Tobacco Crop: Canada‘’s 1947 tobacco crop was valued .at $41,709,000,
according to the first estimate released by the Dominion Bureau of
Statistics. Produéers expéct to receive 7,763,000 less this season
than last when the crop was valued at $49,472,000.
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In Parliament Monday: Trade Minister Howe announced the Government is

extending to July 31, 1949, support prices for oats and barley.
Prime Ninister Mackenzie King said the United Kingdom has
declined to alter its decision with respect to tabling certain
documents produced at the Hong Kong Royal Commission.
Defence Minister Claxton said he hopes to make an announcement

soon on establishment of the Industrial Defence Board

Two members urged lifting of the embargo on cattle shipments
to the United States, -

W. Chester S. Mclure (PC--Queens) urged that Prince Edward
Island be given cabinet representation in the Government.

RoW. Gladstone (L--Wellington South) urged Canadians to beware
of Communism,

More than a half-dozen members participated in the Throne
Speech debate, discussing topics ranging from taxation to the high
cost of living. (CP)

Parcel Post to Palestine Suspended: The Post Office Department announced

Monday that effective immediately parcel post service to Palestine
is suspended. ‘ A

The suspension also included money order service with Palestine,
Saudi Arabia and Trans-Jordan territories,

Deputy Postmaster General W.J. Turnbull explained that the sus-
pension resulted from a similar move by British authorities a few
days ago. (CP)

Parliament's Easter Recess: Prime Minister King announced Monday in the

House of Commons that Parliament’s Easter recess will extend from
the evening of Wednesday, March 24, to Tuesday, March 30.

Current Manpower Picture: In issuing the monthly current manpower picture,

Hon. Humphrey Mitchell, Minister of Labour, stated that the peak in
seasonal unemployment had been reached and that marked improvement
in employment might be expected during the course of the next few
weeks,

.~ The Minister pointed out that the usual seasonal slump in

employment activity had continued during the past month and had been

accompanied by a gradual increase in unplaced applicants. However,
several other temporary factors contributed to the increase in the
unplaced applicants registered with the Employment Service.

. War Brides: The curtain falls on "Operation War Brides" when the Aquitania

docks in Halifax Tuesday.

Seven wives of Canadian servicemen and their five young children
will step down the gangplank, closing the final chapter in the Canadian
Government scheme through which more than 64,000 Second World War
brides and children have come to the Dominica. (CP)
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In Parliament Tuesday: Prime Ninister Mackenzie King denied he or the
Government knew, before the sailing of the Hong Kong expedition
in 1941 ,that war was imminent in the Pacific.
"Health Minister Martin said improved old age pensions and a
national health insurance program are matters of Government policy.

Trade Minister Howe said some cities, ineluding Vancouver,
are increasing the taxes of tenants on wartime housing erected on
municipal property.

Two British Columbia Liberal members left the chamber after
protestineg that the Speaker was not enforcing the rule against
reading of speeches.

Dr. W.G. Blair (PC--Lanark) said 15,000 infants died in 1945
although many could have been saved by proper treatment.

J.L. Gibson (Ind--Comox-Alberni) charged the Government was
not treating disabled war veterans as favorably as citizens who
stayed at home during the war,

N.J.M. Lockhart (PC--Lincoln) urged the Government to get
behind civilian flying clubs.

Stanley Knowles (CCF--Winnipeg North Center) asked for better
treatment of Canada's -old-age pensioners.

Donald Brown (L--Essex West) said industry would have to turn
to some other fuel if it could not depend on gas supplies.

Displaced Persons: Domestic workers form almost half of the total number
of Displaced Persons due to arrive in Canada next week, according
to a statement by Honourable Humphrey Kitchell, Kinister of Labour.

Of a total of 860 DP's, 385 are single domesties for jobs in
the Naritimes, Quebec, Ontario, and the Prairie Provinces. In addi-
tion to these, there are 16 married couples, for domestic employment
in Ontario and Quebec. '

Also on board the 3.S. General Sturgis, which sailed from
Bremerhaven on February 26th and is due to arrive in Halifax on
March 7th, are 110 garment workers, who will go to Montreal, Toronto,
Winnipeg and Vancouver, and 75 railroad workers, who will be employed
on track maintenance in various parts of Canada,

The balance of the passenger list is made up of 105 hydro
construction workers; 73 metal miners; 45 steelworkers; and 35 woodse
workers.

((A A1l are from Displaced Persons camps in Germany and Austria.

Minister to Witness Arrivals: The Honourable J. Allison Glen, Minister
of Mines and Resources is proceeding to Halifax on Thursday, March
4th, to witness the first arrival in Canada of the BEAVERBRAE,
bringing from Europe a full complement of 773 D.P. close relatives
of Canadian residents. Mr. Glen will arrive in Halifax on the
evening of March 5th.

1 Mr. Glen will also take the opportunity of inspecting the R.M.S.

AGUITANIA, on which the Government has recently made arrangements

for special immigrant priorities to be available. During the NMinister's

visit, it is expected, too, that the I.R.0. ship, GENERAL STURGIS,
carrying some 860 group worker Displaced Persons, will reach Halifax.
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In Parliament Wednesday: Trade Ninister Howe said Saskatchewan hus
asked for advice on complementary legislation to facilitate the
placing of coarse grains under the Canadian Wheat Board.

L.D. Fulton (PC~--Kamloops) urged the Government to make a
frank statement on foreign policy.

E.G. licCullough {CCF--Assiniboia) criticized the Governrent's
treatment of 0ld age pensioners, veterans, laborers and farmers.

C.E. Stephenson (PC~-Durham) stressed the need for development
of natural resources. (CP)

Czech Minister Resigns: Resignations riddled the Czechoslovakian Legation

in Cttaws Wednesday as Dr. Frantisek Nemec, the kinister, and five
of his staff resigned.

The 50-year-old Dr. Nemec told a press conference that he, the
First Secretary, the Commercial Attaché and two secretaries had
informed Prague,by wire,of their intention tc resign. Later he said
a messenger had also decided to follow them in their decision to
remain in Canada as private citizems., (CP)

Ontario Legislature Opens: Legislation aimed at encouraging construction
of low-cost housing, and review of the present system of financial
erants to municipalities was forecast llednesday for the Ontario
Legislature.

Plans for these and other Government measures were outlined in
the 35-minute Speech from the Throne read by Lieutenant-Governor
Ray Lawson. '

Development of such natural resources as Mines and forests,
assistance to gold mining communities; continued expansion of power-
producing facilities and rural electrification, and enlargement
of the highway building program provided the nucleus of other
legislation forecast in the 4,800-word Speech.

In addition, Ontario plans to continue its air immipration
schene; establish a permanent research council; adopt the pending
Doriinion labor code; increase school grants; expand geological
surveys, and co-ordinate public assistance administered by the
province and municipalities. (CP)

Farmers' Cash Returns: Cash returns received by Canzdian farrers from
the sale of farm products in 1947 reached an all-time high record
of $1,990,600,000, an increase of $237,900,000 over the revised
figure of $1,752,700,000 for 1946, according to the Dominion Bureau
of Statistics. When compared with the previously recorded high of
31,829,000,000 in 1944, the 1947 cash income showed an increase of
$161,600,000, or 8.8 per cent. Including supplementary payments--
paymnents made under the Wheat Acresge Reduction Act, the Prairie
Farm Assistance Act and the Prairie Farm Income Act--cash receipts
in 1947 anmounted to 32,002,200,000 as compared with $1,769,609,000
in 1946.
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In Parliament Thursday: The Commons voted 173 to 38 against a CCF
motion of non-confidence in the Government, The motion read as
follows:

"This House regrets that Your Excellency's advisers have
failed to use the powers provided by Parliament to control prices,
and by their actions have caused alarming increases in the cost
of living and =a dangerous lowering of the living standards of the
Canadian people."

Donald Fleming (PC-Toronté Eglinton) challenged the Government
'to call a general electiotni.

Finance Minister Abbott declined to give any hint of Govern-
nent policy after decontrol of commercial rents next Monday.

Maxime Raymond (BP--Beauharnois-Laprairie) charged the Govern-
ment is placing the needs of Britain ahead of those of Canada.

F.D. Shaw (SC-Red Deer) moved a motion asking for increased in-
come tax exemptions, increased family allowances and adequate provi-
sion for disabled persons.

Cost-of-living Index: The Dominion Bureau of Statistices cost-of-living
index, on the base 1935-392100, rose from 148.3 on January 2 to 150.1
on February 2, 1948. The increase in this series between February
1947 and February this year amounted to 22.3 points. From August,
1939 to February 2, 1948, the increéase in the Dominion cost-of-living
index was 48.9 per cent.

The increase over January 2 was equal to the average monthly
advance recorded during the preceding 12 months, but slightly less
than gains recorded in each of the past two months. More than half
of the rise during January was attributable to the food index which
mounted from 182.2 to 186.1. Seasonal declines in eggs and citrus
fruits were heavily overbalanced by increases for meats, cereal foods,
vegetables and other food groups.

U.S. Highway Traffic:  An increased volume of United States highway
traffic crossing to Canada more than made up for a drop in Canadian
traffic returning home, and brought total crossings from south to
north seven per cent higher than in January last year, the Bureau
of Statisties reported Thursday.

Total number of vehicles crossing was 366,000, including 267 000
foreign entries amd 99,600 Canadian vehicles returnlng.

U.S. Honor for Air Vice Marshal®Anderson:. The United States Legion of

. Merit, Degree of Commander, was on Thursday, conferred upon Air
Vice Marshal N.R. Anderson, CB, RCAF retired, of Westboro, Ontario,
by Colonel J.C. Hodgson, Air Attaché of the United States Embassy.
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.Governor General to Visit England: Government House announced Saturday
that, on the invitation of The King, the Governor General and Lady
Alexander would visit England in April of this year.

The 600th Anniversary of the Institution of the Garter is to
be celebrated at Windsor on April 23rd (St. George's Day).

There will be a service in St. George's Chapel in connection
with which an Installation of new Knights will be held. The Governor
General was appointed a Knight of the Garter, December 3, 1946, and
his Installation will probably take place on this occasion. .

Their Excellencies will travel by air, leaving Canada on April
10 and returning to Ottawa on April 26.

Minister Raps Communist Methods: The obstinate obstruction by the Soviet
Union in the field of international co-operation was ecriticized by
the Honourable Brooke Claxton, Minister of National Defence, at a
meeting of the graduates of NcGill University and others at South
Porcupine, Ontario, on Saturday. ‘ -

The Minister said: "The Soviet Union's use of the veto twenty-
three times when the other great powers have used it twice cannot
be interpreted as evidence of her determination to make the United
-Nations an effective body for world co-operation. Wvery move which
might strengthen the United Nations to meet our hopes and become a
great agency for peace and order has been blocked, every conference
has been hindered and delayed. This doesn't mean that other nations
- have not made mistakes - of course they have. This doesn't mean
that the utmost was always done at the right time to achieve under-
standing - of course it wasn't. But the mistakes made by other
countries have been errors of judgment, failings of human personality,
honest difficulties due to the magnitude and complexity of the problems
confronting the world. The reasons which have led to Russia making
her grand contribution to international misunderstanding have been
deliberate, part of a well worked out plan."

Barbara Ann Scott Reaches Montreal: Barbara Ann Scott, Olympic, Buropean
and world figure skating champion, arrived in Montreal this morning
by Trans-Canada Airlines from the United Kingdom. She was greeted
on her arrival by a battery of movie and press camera men as well
as many well-wishers, _ .

After a rest overnight in Montreal, she will come by train to
"Ottawa where a gala street parade and civic reception awaits her.
She is accompanied by her mother, Mrs. Clyde Scott and her trainer,
Sheldon Galbraith. ‘ '

N

Canada draws on New Loan:Anennouncement from Washington today said the
Canadian Government has drawn its first $50,000,000 of a $3300,000,-
000 line of credit at the Export-Import Bank. The Canadian line of
credit is available only until the end of this year with interest
at 2% per cent. (CP)
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In Parliament Monday: A Government Motion establishing a House Gommittee
on Veterans Affairs was adopted.
A Progressive Conservative motion to extend service benefits
to members of the merchant marine was ruled out of order.

' Veterans Affairs Minister Gregg disclosed that increases for
disabled pensioners, war widows and dependents cculd be mailed in
early April if the Commons passed enabling legislation before Easter.
4 Two Liberal senators opposed a bill to permit the sale and
manufacture of oleomargarine. One Liberal approved the measure.

Ottawa Welcomes Barbara Ann: The undisputed queen of the ice, Barbara
Ann Scott, returned to Ottawa today from her triumphant appearances
in Europe where she won the Olympic, Buropean and World Figure Skating
Championships.

- An admiring e¢ity saluted this champion of champions as the 19-
year o0ld. girl was cheered while she rode through the streets in an
open car and then was accorded an official civic welcome,

She was welcomed at the Union Station by Prime Minister King
and Mayor Stanley Lewis of Ottawa while the band of the Governor
General's Foot Guards played. Royal Canadian Mounted Police constables
on horseback headed the long parade.

Compulsory Savings Refunded: The Revenue Department announced yesterday
that between Narch 15 and 31 individual Canadians will receive
$57,347 425 as the compulsory savings refunds of their 1942 income
tax. In addition, they would recéive another 35,162, 524 in interest,
or a total of 362,509,949.

In the same perlod corporations will receive $31,200,000.

Civil Aviation‘In November: Scheduled Canadian airlines earned 31,601,-
940 during November as against 31,432,626 in November 1946. Operating
expenses, however, increased from $1,800,881 to 32,054,644, which

- increased the operating loss from $368,255,to $452,704, - Non-
scheduled carriers also showed a loss in November of 3276,487 as
against $81,505 for November, 1946,

" The number of revenue passengers transported by Canadian
scheduled carriers declined from 38,438 in 1946 to 37,215 and for
foreign international carriers from 15,611 to 12,347. Non-scheduled
carriers showed an increase from 3,015 to 5,329, making the total
for all carriers 54,891 as against 57,064 in November, 1946, (DBS)

Output of Petroleum Products in 1947: Output of refined petroleum products
in Canada during 1947 totalled 73,076,516 barrels as compared with
66,752,345 in the preceding year, an increase of nine per cent,
accordlng to the Dominion Bureau of. Statisties. Amount of crude
0il received during the year was 76,720,879 barrels as against
70,215,016 in 1946. Of the recelpts in 1947, 69,827,914 barrels
were imported and 6,892,965 were from Canadian sources. Inventories
of crude at reflnerles 3t the end of the year amounted to 4,049,795
_barrels compared with 4,140,911 at the end of 1946. (DBS)
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LEstimates Tabled in Commons: Estimates of Government expenditures for
the 1948-49 fiscal year have been tentatively set at $1,985,146,060,
$131,000,000 less than for the last fiscal year, but Finance Minister
Abbott said that further expenditures may later be found necessary.

Mr. Abbott tabled the estimates in the Commons just before
the dinner adjournment on Tuesday and later issued a press statement
on the contents of the 300-page blue booklet giving details of the
proposed expenditures.

" Further supplementary estimates for the fiscal year ending
March 31 still are to be submitted to the Commons.

‘"And it may be expected", said NMr. Abbott, mthat, in accordance
with the usual experience, supplementary estimates for the new year
1948-49 will later be found necessary to cover requirements that
now cannot be foreseen.” . ,

The decreases, said the Nlnlster "arise largely from the lower
amounts required for food and cost of living subsidies, relief to ]
Europe, and for the closing out and contraction of various demobiliza-
tion and reconstruction activities, as well as a reduction in the
number of veterans still drawing benefits, gratuities and re-establish-
ment credits.” (CP)

In Parliament Tuesday: The Commons voted 107 to 95 to adopt the Address

in Reply to the Speech from the Throne.

Trade Minister Howe disclosed that Canada has indicated formal
approval of the new international wheat agreement.

Defence Minister Claxton said the aircraft carrier Magnificent
will be available during the summer to replace Warrijor.

Opposition members criticized steps taken by the Government
to impose excise taxes and called for Mr. Abbott's resignation.

Immigration Totals: Latest official totals of immigrant arrivals
announced Tuesday by the Immigration Branch of the Department of
Mines and Resources show that 11,072 Displaced Persons had been
welcomed to Canada by the end of February.

‘ Of this figure, 3,432 people came to close relatives already
residing in the Dominion, 400 were orphan children, and 7,240 were
workers who were brought to this country in response to requests
submitted by various industries.

The workers comprised the following groups: domestics, 1,264;
woodworkers, 3,564; textile workers, 200; garment workers, 581; '
garment workers' dependents, 409; miners, 705; railway workers, 214;
steel workers, 91; steel workers' dependents, 7; foundry warkers,

64; hydro workers 141.

Twenty-six per cent of the immigrants, or 2,830, are of Polish
origin, the next largest racial group being Ukralnlans who numbered
2,620. Another large group were Lithuanian, their numbers totalling
1,614, :

(over)
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Kore than one-half of the Dlsplaced Persons 6,054, went to -
Ontario. Quebec received the next largest number 3 058 and 920 n
have gone to VManitoba. v :

External Trade of Canada in January: External trade of Canada fﬁ“Januéfj
was valued at 3445,200,000, down about $20,000,000.from the December
total but almost 361, 000 OOO above the figure for January last year,
according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The month's total

was about 43,600,000 below the monthly average for the calendar year
1947, .

Dr, Morrell Leaves for Europe: Dr. C.A. Morrell, chief Dominion Analyst
and Director of the Food and Drugs Divisions of the Department of
National Health and Welfare, has just left on a six weeks! visit %o
the United’ Kingdom‘and Europe during which he will discuss with
Government officials abroad Canada's food and drug controls.
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On the Death of Jan Masaryk: 1In the House of Commons on Wednesday,

Right Hon. L.S. St. Laurent, Secretary of State for External Affairs
commented on the death of Jan Masaryk, Foreign Minister of Czechoslo-
vakia, in part, as follows: "On behalf of the Canadian CGovernment
and people, I wish to express to the family of Jan Masaryk and to
the Czechoslovak people our deep sympathy in their great loss. His
contribution to the effort to establish a peaceful democratic world
~of free and friendly peoples will not be forgotten.

"In makine this reference to that great patriot in this House,
lest there be any misunderstanding, I think I should take this
occasion to say that in my view the Canadian Gcvernment and the
Canadian people at large associate themselves in every respect with
the declaration about the tragic events in Czechoslovakia which was
made by the three great powers on February 26 last.n”

Mr. John Bracken, leader of the Progressive Conservative
Opposition, and Mr. M.J. Coldwell, C.C.F. leader, both associated
themselves with the statement made by the Minister.

In Parliament on Wednesday: Defence Minister Claxton tabled the evidence

taken by the 1942 Royal Commission on Hong Kong.

~ Progressive Conservative motions for the tabling of correspond-
ence between the Canadian and British Governments on Hong Kong were
rejected, one of them on a 146 to 61 division.

External Affairs Minister St. Laurent .said Canada regards it as
a paramount necessity that the United Nations Security Council make
every effort towards conciliation before considering the use of
force to enforce partition in Palestine.

Finance Minister Abbott, speaking during debate on the Govern-
ment's 25-per-cent excise tax resolution, said Canada would have to
reduce consumption if she was to continue assistance to Europe.

Senator John T. Haig, Progressive Conservative leader, and ‘
Senator Arthur Roebuck (L--Ontario) criticized the Foreign ExXchange-
Gonservation Bill, which drew support from Senator Wishart Robertson,
Government leader,

. Mr. César Montero Bustamente Presents Credentials: The Department of Ekterhal

AfTairs announces that lir. Cesar Lontero sustamente presented today,
to His Excellency The Governor General, at Government House, his
Letter of Credence as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
of Uruguay in Canada.

The Right Honourable L.S. St. Laurent, Secretary of State for
External Affairs, was present.

¥r. Montero was presented to Fis Fxcellency The Governor Ceneral
by Nr. Howard leasures, Chief of Protocol, Department cof External
Affairs.

Nr. Montero entered the Foreign Service of Uruguay in 1910 and
was Consul General in France, Spain and the United Kingdem. From
1941 he was successively Chargé d'Affaires for the Diplomatic Missions
in the United Kingdom, Belgium, Norway, Poland and the United States
- of America. He was appointed in 1945 Minister Plenipotentiary at
the Embassy of Uruguay in London, lingland. He was a Delegate of his
country at the first session of the General Assembly of the United
Naticns.
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Statement on Newfoundland: The Prime Minister, Mr. King, made a state=-
ment in the House of Commons Thursday on the impending Newfoundland
referendum. He.said in part: = -

"We have been advised by the United Kingdom Government that a
statement is to be issued today in Newfoundland announcing that the
pecople of Newfoundland will be given the opportunity shortly to
vote in a referendum on their future form of government. Three
questions will be submitted to the people: continuation of commis-
sion government for a fivee~year period; restoration of responsible
government as it existed in 1933 prior to the establishment of
commission government; and confederation with Canada. If no form
of government receives an absolute majority, a second vote will be
held some time later on the two forms receiving the iargest support....

"....The decision to include confederation on the ballot having
been taken by the United Kingdom Government, the outcome will be
watched with deep interest by the people of Canada. The question as
to their future form of government is of course, one for the people
of Newfoundland alone to decide. Neither the Government nor the
people of Canada would wish to influence in any way their decision.
Should the people of Newfoundland express clearly their will that
Newfoundland should enter confederation, I am sure that the people
of Canada will welcome them 4s partners in a larger Canmada. Should
they decide otherwise, this decision, I am no less sure, will be
received with understanding and respect by the people of Canada.n

Bar Communists: The Secretary of State for External Affairs; Mr. St.
Laurent, in the following exchange, announced in the House of
Commons Thursday the Government's decision to refuse entry into
Canada of alien communists:

Mr, A.L. Smith (Calgary West): I should like to repeat a
question I have asked for the last two days, as to what has been
done or what is the Government policy with respect to the exclusion
of known communists’ at our ports of entry.

Mr. St. Laurent: Mr., Speaker, I did not prepare any special
answer to the question, but I can say this much. The sections of
the act and the regulations have been under review by the members
of the Government in the light of known conditions with respect to
certain persons who could be described as known communists, who
were believed to be coming to Canada for thé purpose oOf exercising
here activities which under the Taft-Hartley Act they can no longer
exercise in the United States. The decisién has been that the
immigration officers are to be asked or directed to take the view
that under the existing law and regulatlons such persons are not
admissible to Canada,

Thursday in Parliament: Veterans Minister Greég promised to considet

suggestions that the Government form a permanent House of Commons
Veterans Committee.

Finance Minister Abbott said the Government’s 25 per cent _
excise tax yielded more than $5,000,000 between November and Febrtary.
. Senator A.K. Hugessen said in the Upper Chamber that Canada
should halt exchange of diplomats with Czechoslovakia.
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Continue Some Controls: Twenty-three of the 50 wartime Orders-in-Council
contained in the Transitional Measures Act passed at the last session
of Parliament have since been revoked, Justice Minister Ilsley said
Friday in the Commons in moving legislation to continue those still
in existence for another year. .Of the 27 remaining, some have been
partially revoked.

The Minister moved a resolution preliminary to a bill to keep the
existing orders, including those covering price controls, domestic
rentals ceilings and eviction controls, operating until March 31, 1949,
and said he felt there would be general agreement that some of the
orders must be continued "for a while at least".

There would be provision for extension for an additional year by
addresses of both Houses of Parliament if thought necessary.

John Bracken, Progressive Conservative leader, said his party's
stand was that it favored orderly decontrol and did not think that some
orders, such as those on rents, should be "abandoned precipitously".

Solon Low, Social Credit leader, said his party was agreeable to the
proposed procedure if the Government later would give the reason for the
extension of each control, and added that Social Crediters generally were
opposed to controls.:

The House turned to second reading of a Goverument bill to amend the
Canadian Wheat Board Act and heard opposition members express opposition
to sections placing the marketing of oats and barley under the board.

4 motion referring the Geneva trade agreement to the Banking and
Commerce Committee was adopted. (C.P.) : \

Stocks of Canadian Ieat: Stocks of Canadian meat held by packers, abattoirs,
wholesale butchers and cold storage warehouses on March 1 totalled
129,746,000 pounds compared with 134,974,000 on February 1 and 68,120,000
on the corresponding date last year, according to the Dominion Bureau of
Statistics.

wWorld wheat Situation: . Combined wheat supply of the United States, Canada,
Argentina and Australia -- the world‘'s four major exporting countries--
amounted to 1,580 miliion bushels at January 1, a gain of 19 per cent
compared with supplies at the beginning of 1947, according to the
Office of Foreign Agricultural Relations of the United States Department
of Agriculture., Substantial increases in the United 3States and Australia
are the notable features, with a decline in Canadian stocks more than
balancing an increase in the Argentine supply.

Index Numbers of Farm Prices: Prices received by Canadian farmers for
agricultural products at January 15, 1948 were generally higher than at
the same date a month earlier and substantlallv higher than at the
corresponding date in 1947. The pain in the index number of farm prices
from 186,5 at January 15, 1%47 to 222.1 at the same date this year is
attributable to increased prices for nearly all farm products considered

in the index.
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Seeking Seientists: Extension of the scientific research facilities of
‘the Department of National Health and Welfare is foreshadowed in a
competition currently being held by the Civil Service Commission for
positions as bacteriologists, biochemists, chemists and pharmacologists
in the various laboratories operated by the National Health Department.
' Salaries range from a minimum of $2,100 per year to a maximum of
$5,400, with appointments being made at salary rates depending on the
applicant's qualifications. The competition closes March 20.

The posts in the food and drugs laboratories provide opportunities
for research and analytical projects in chemistry, physics, bacteriology,
pharmacology, biology and biometries, while those in the Laboratory of -
Hygielte call for laboratory and cliniecal studies of virus and bacterial
di seases, immunology and control of vaccines, toxoids and antitoxins,
biochemical and therapeutic studies of such products as penicillin and
streptomycin, and food and sanitary bacteriology.

Army Tackles Big Bridee Project: Canadian Army engineers of the Northwest
Highway System soon will tackle one of the biggest jobs the highway has

! offered to date -- the construction of a 1600-foot bridge over the

. Donjek River some 200 miles north of Whitehorse,

The new bridge will consist of elght 200-foot steel spans on concrete
piers and will take an estimated three years to construct. It also involves
the re-location of the highway as the new steel structure is to be built
two miles downstream from the present crossing.

Pay For Bisley Competitors: Canadian Army Reserve and Supplementary Reserve
Force marksmen selected as members of Canada's next Bisley team will be
"ecalled out™ on Active Service and paid active force rates of pay in order
that they may attend the English rifle classic, it was learned in Ottawa
this week. ’

They will not receive subsistence, ration or quarters allowances,
however, nor will their travelling expenses be paid. If married, they will
draw "dependent's allowance™ on a par with similar allowances granted
members of the active force. Rates of pay will be according to rank.

U.S. Army Editor to Visit Ottawa: Lt.-Col. John Kenderdine of the
United States Army will visit Ottawa early in April for the purpose’
of gathering information for an article on Canada's peacetime forces,
Ottawa authorities said this week. ‘

Col. Kenderdine is staticmed at the U.S. Army's Information
Sehool, Carlisle Barracks, Pa., and is editor of the School's
"Army Information Digest®. His article on the Canadian forces will
be published as a special supplement to the Digest.
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Lionday in Parliament: The House of Commons approved in prlnciple a bill to
extend wartime controls.
Policies on Japanese in Canada were debated when Labor linister ilitchell
sought authority to continue orders controlling their movement.
Prime Minister Mackenzie King said the Government is not -ccnsidering
printing additional copies of the Hong Kong Royal Commission evidence.
Speaker J. H. King ruled that any interference when Transport kinister <
Chevrier introduces Government legislation in the Senate will be out of order. ,l

Canada at United Natioms: Canada on Monday hit at the "moral paralysis™ of the
Big-Five veto power in the United Nations Security Council, and said the

i Council's failures "have disheartened and alarmed the peace-loving nations-of

| the worldf] Canadian Press reported from Lake Success.

' But Canada, R.G. Riddell told the U.N. Little Assembly, does not favor

immediate amendment of the world organization's charter to eliminate the veto

] in Security Council deliberations. He said the U.N. first should seek to

modify its use within the framework of existing machinery.

“While not favoring an immediate amendment of the charter, Riddell said
Canada would not accept "indefinite postponement™ of the question. It was
illogical that the five Great Powsrs, Great Britain, the United States, Russia,
@ France and China, had been given voting privileges while all other members,

i ‘ including Canada, were left as an "undifferentiated mass." H

The Canadian position was one.of support of the United States, which has
proposed a list of Security Council decisions which would be exempt from the
veto, wielded 22 times by Russla in the two years since the ll-power body was
establ1shed .

Housing Construction: The number of dwelling units in Canada which were under
construction at the end of 1947 is estimated at 42,215, an increase-of 2,045
over the number under construction at the end of 1946. Of these, 70 per
cent were located in urban centres with a population of 5,000 or more, 12
per cent in smaller urban centres, and 18 per cent in rural areas.

These estimates released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics are.the
result of a nation-wide survey which took place in January. This survey
covered all metropolitan areas and urban centres with a population of 5,000
or more and approximately 400 sample areas in the remainder of the country. ;

January Sales Volume Up: There was no slackenlng in the currently high rate
of consumer spending in January when dollar sales in retail stores increased
18 per cent over January a year ago. Since price increases have undoubtedly
contributed to this gain, it should be noted that the change from January
1947 reflects the increase in the flow of dollars into Canadian retail stores
rather than physical volume of trading. The general index for January,
unad justed for seasonal variations and pr1ce changes and on the base 1935-39=
100, stood at 213.1 as against 181.2 a year ago.

All 14 trades represented in the general index reported increased sales

over January a year ago.
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Tuesday in Parliament: Defence Minister Claxton said good progress is
being made in bringing Canada‘s armed forces to peacetime strength.
Opposition members criticized the Government's housing prograr.
Members debated a bill to increase the initial payment of wheat
to farmers.
Transport Minister Chevrier became the first non-Senator Cabinet
Minister to discuss Government legislation in the Senate.

Statement on Uranium:: Reconstruction Minister Howe announced Tuesday night
to the Commons that private exploration and private mining of uranium
and other radioactive ores now is being allowed in the Northwest
Territories and the Yukon..

He announced also that the ores, once mined, will be purchased
by Eldorado Mining and Exploration Company or any other Government-
operated agency designated.

To encourage the search for these ores, the Government will pay
a price, to be based on uranium content of 42 75 a pound in buying
the atomic material.

Vr. Howe said the Government now was satisfied it was in the
best interests of Canada that restrictions against private prospect-
ing and private development of radioactive materials be removed. (CP)

Minister's Inspection Tour: MNaking his first inspection tour of service
establishments in the north and northwest, Honourable Brooke Claxton,
Finister of National Defence, will leave Ottawa by air Farch 20 on a
10-day trip to points along the Northwest Highway System and RCAF
detachment bases in the sub-arctic. The trip will total 8,265 miles
and will take the Minister further north than a cabinet minister
has ever been.

Mr. Claxton will be accompanied by Air Marshal W.A. Curtis,
Chief of the Air Staff; Air Vice Marshal K.M. Guthrie, Air Officer
Command ing Northwest Air Command; Col, H.L. Cameron, Defence Secretary.
Maj.-Gen. M.H.S. Penhale, General Officer Commanding Western Command
(Army) is expected to join the group at Edmonton for the flight up
the Northwest Staging Route to Whitehorse.

A short distance of the highway system in the Fort Nelson area
will be travelled by car.

Dr. 0O.M. Solandt, chairman of the Defence Research Board of
Canada, will join the party later at Fort Churchill, Manitoba.

Olympic Champions® Return: The RCAF Flyers, Olympic hockey champions,
presently engaged in a post-Olympic series of exhibition games in
Europe, will return to Canada next month, arriving in Ottawa on
Tuesday, April 6, it was announced Tuesday by the Hon. Brooke Claxton,
Minister of Natlonal Defence.

The Flyers, who regained the Olymplc hockey title Canada lost
to Britain in 1936, will arrive in New York aboard the Queen Mary,
Monday, April 5. They will travel overnight to Nontreal and arrive
in Ottawa at 12.40 p.m. (noon) Tuesday, where they will be met by
Government, Civic and Service officials.
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Leaders Denounce Communism: Leaders of Canada's four major political
parties .in the House of Commons Wednesday declared themselves
solidly opposed to Communism.
Their declarations came as Progressive Conservative Leader )
Bracken warned that the peace of Canada is being menaced by Communist ;
agents and Justice Minister Ilsley urged Canadians to become alert )
. to. the development of Communism in labor and see that it does not 7
"spread any further".
"Canada is regarded by.the Communists as of supreme strategic
! importance in the Communist bid for global domination", said Mr.
: Bracken. He cffered full support to any Government effort aimed
{ at suppressing Communisn.
- Prime Minister King, while not minimizing the threat of Com-
; munism to the world, said.that in his opinion the Communists had
! their minds at the moment on the countries of Europe and Asia. S
i : "Nevertheless I do believe that anyone who had regard to -
g future world development would. look upon Canada as perhaps one of
I . the most enviable spots in the whole globe.™
; .. CCF Leader Coldwell said that the Leftist Labor Progressive

% Party now was trying to infiltrate into his party. As long as he
; . was leader he would not permit Communist infiltration. (CP)

Security Trade: Canada’s international trade in outstanding securities
resulted in a small inflow of capital in 1947, in contrast with the
predominant inflows from this type of transaction during the previous
decade. The net purchase of securities from all countries during-
the year amounted to $18 million compared with net sales of $134.6
million in 1946 and $191 million in 1945. There were net purchases
from all countries in each month of 1947 with the exception of
January and July.

The principal factors influencing the change in direction were
the decline in United States demand for Canadian securities and a
reduction in liquidations of United States securities by Canadians.
Net transactions in all outstanding securities with the United
States led to a purchase balance of $10.5 million compared with net t
sales of $170.2 million in 1946, In trade with the United Kingdom,
net purchases declined to $9.2 million in 1947 from $35.4 million
in 1946, while transactions with other countries showed a sales
balance of $1.7 million in 1947,

. Canada Sends Thanks: The thanks of the Government and of the armed
forces of Canada for the rescue last November of a critically ill
RCAF sergeant at remote Cambridge Bay, .Victoria Island, by a U.S.
Air Force plane, have been sent to._the Hon. James V. Forrestal,
United States Secretary. of Defence, by.the Hon. Brooke Claxton,
. .Canadian Minister of National Defence.

. -.Tour Deferred: Defencé Minister Claxton Wednesday announced that his
. projected trip to the Narthwest Territories has been postponed.
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Canada's ﬁepresentatives at Geneva: The Department of External Affairs
- on Thursday announced names of the Canadian delegation to the United

. Nations Freedom of the Press Conference at Geneva March 23,

Jean Désy, Canadian Minister to Italy, who has represented
Canada on numercus international conferences, will head the Canadian
group.

.. ....Other members will be: Arthur Ford, editor~in.chief of the
London.Free Press; W. Arthur Irwin, editor of Naclean's Magazine;
Lorenzo Paré, Ottawa correspondent of L'Action Catholique, Quebec;
and Daniel C. McArthur, chief editor of the CBC News Service.

: Advisers to the Canagdian group will be Max Wershof of the
Canadian High Commissioner‘'s office in London; Campbell Moodie,
Information Officer of the same office; George Hambleton of the

.. External Affairs Department, Information Division, in Ottawa; and

. Llewellyn A.D. Stephens of the Canadian Legation.at Berne, who

will act as secretary to the delegation,

Trade Agreement with Turkey: The Department of External Affairs announced

Friday that, by an exchange of notes between the Secretary of State

. .for External Affairs and the Ambassador of Turkey to Canada, the
Governments of.Canada amd Turkey have agreed upon a Commercial Modus
Vivendi whigch provides for the reciprocal exchange of most favoured
nation tariff treatment.

.. Under the terms of this_agreement, Canadian products imported
_into Turkey and Turkish products imported into Canada will not be
subject to duties or charges higher than those levied on products

. of third countries. The agreement excepts any adventages accorded
by Canada exclusively to other parts of the British Commonwealth
and Empire, as well as advantages accorded by Turkey to countries
which were separated from.the Ottoman Empire in 1923, .

, The Modus Vivendi will remain in force for one year, after
which it will be subject to termination by either Government at

. any time on giving three months® notice.

In Parliament Thursday: Jean Frangois Pouliot (Ind. L--Temiscouata)
: .suggested jurisdiction over. the West Indies be transferred from
- the United Kingdom to Canada.

"CCF members opposed lifting of restrictions against private
prospecting and mining of uranium and other radiocactive materials.-
: Prime Minister Mackenzie King said he could give no informs-
tion as to whether steps will be taken to extend the five-power
treaty of mutuel defence, -

A Government member, Ralph Maybank (L--Winnipeg South Centre)
opposed legislation to introduce state marketing of feed grains.

Effect of New Excise Tax: Finance Minister Abbott told the House of
Ccommons Thursday night he could not give an estimate of the amount
of United States dollars being saved by the new 25-per.cent c¢icise

tax. (Cp)
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Thursday in Parliament: Finance Minister Abbott tabled supplementary
estimates for the fiscal year ending March 31 totalling $79,809,338,
CCF and Progressive Conservative members protested an increase
in capitalization for the Bell Telephone Company.
Discussion was started on legislation empowering the Govermment
to buy products needed to fulfil Anglo=-Canadian food contracts.

77,000 New Dwellingss Increased house building gave Canada at least
77,000 new dwellings last year, the Central Mortgage and Housing
Corporation estimated in its annual report issued Thursday. '

"Dwellings" covers self-contained apartments as well as housecs
and the report did not estimate the number of individual houses.

It noted, however, that the total of 77,000 was 13,000 above
the increase in the number of families in Canada with the result
that some inroad was made on over=-crowding. (CP)

1947 C.N.R, Deficit: The Canadian National Railways had an operating
deficit of $15,885,000 in 1947 for its second straight post-war
loss, Finance llinister Abbott disclosed in the Commons Thursday.

The deficit compared with one of $8,961,000 for 1946 and with
a surplus of $24,756,000 for 1945 following & succession of
wartime money-meking years., (CP)

Scientist Visitor: Dr. Vannevar Bush, President of the Carnegie Institute
and Chairman of the newly established Research.and Development
Board under the U.S. Secretary of Defence, is visiting Ottawa to
confer with Canadian scientists, it has been announced by Dr. Q.M.

" Solandt, OBE, Chairman of the Defence Research Board of Canada.

While in Ottawa, Dr. Bush will attend a meeting of the Defence
Research Board and inspect the laboratories of the National
Research Council, Saturday evening he is to be the guest of the
two organizations at a joint dinner. He will visit the Chalk
River Atomic Energy Project on Sunday.

Dr. Bush during the war was the Director of the 0ffice o
Scientific Research and Development under which many of the rreat
American scientific advances of the war were achieved. Following
the recent unification of the Armed Forces in the United States,

r. Bush was appointed Chairman of the Research and Development
Board, ‘

To Aid Children's Fund: The Hon. Brooke Claxton, Minister of National
Defence, announced Friday that the RCAF Flyers, Olympic hockey
chempions, will play a benefit game against an NHL and QSHL All
Star team in Ottawa, Saturday April 10, in aid of the Canadian
Appeal for Children Fund. In this way the Flyers will be helping
to send aid to children in the countries they visited after winning

the Olympic championship.
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Entrance to Service Colleges: Applications for entrance to H.M.C.S8.

Coal

"Royal Roads' and Royal Military College will be received up to
May 22 for the terms starting next September, the Minister of
National Defence said here Sunday. Previously it had been
announced that applications would close on March 31,

Mr. Claxton said he had directed that the date be extended
at least until May 22 "so as to give parents and boys every chance
this first year of taking advantage of the opportunities extended".'

"We want boys of good physical and educational qualificationsg",
the Hinister continued, "suitable to make first-class officers in .
the Active or Rescrve forces of the three services', R

For both colleges there will be a number of Dominion cadetships
available to sons of men who were killed on active service, and
also scholarships awarded on the basis of academic qualifications,
Mr. Claxton announced. e estimated that pay for work in the
summer months will practically cover the cost of tuition in the
second or subsequent years. '

Both service colleges will first and foremost be educational
institutions where serious work is done to obtain high qualifications
in the courses necessary to a good education of university standard.
During the college terms there will be a minimum of military subjects
with full-time work with the Navy, Army and Air Force during the
sumer, .

Production: The strike in the coal mines of Alberta and British

Columbia continued during February and reduced the Canadian output
of coal to 1,151,000 tons, from the January total of 1,386,000
tons. The month's output was about equal to the tonnage produced
in February last year when similar conditions prevailed with the
strike in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. During the first two
months of this year 2,537,000 tons were produced compared with
2,837,000 in the similar period of 1947.

Car Loadings: Car loadings on Canadian railways for the week ended

lMarch 13 increased to 74,643 cars from 74,610 cars for the preceding
week and 72,728 cars for the corresponding week last year. Pulpwood
declined from 8,375 cars for the week ending March 6 to 7,192 cars,
and other commodities showed minor changes.

Dominion Drama Festival: Fourteen plays, competing against 72 productions

in regional drama festivals across Canada, have been selected for
presentation in the Dominion Drama Festival, D. Park Jamieson of
Sarnia, chairman of the Dominion Drama Festival, announced Sunday,
These plays will compete for honors at the Dominion Festival in
Ottawa during the April 26 week. )

N.H.L. Champions: For the first time in a decade Torontoc Kaple Leafs

are champions of the National Hockey League, thanks to an uphill
fight Saturday night which carried them to a 5-3 victory over the
second-place Detroit Red Wings.
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Korea Statement: The Secretary of State for External Affairs, Hr.
St. Laurent, stated in the House of Commons.londay that the
Govermacnt had decided not to reccall Dr. George Patterson from
lorea for consultation. After saying that the reports in the
press that Dr. Patterson hod walked out of the United Nations
Commission were incorrcct and mislcading the Linister said in
part:- S

"The Govermment has decided that it will not be necessary

: to recall Doctor Patterson for consultation, because he has been

! able to send us & very full account of what happcned. Instructions
have been sent to Doctor Patterson authorizing him to continue
to serwve with the Commission, because the Commission conceives
its duties to be to observe, consult and advise Koreans and the .
United States military govermment authorities regarding the
conduct.of these elections; but the rcsponsibility for running

~ the elections rests with the United States military govermment

authorities and any action towards thc establisiment of . a .
goverment in Korea following the elections will not be on the

| strength of the resolution of the General Assembly but on the

| legal position of the occupying military authorties. Further,

the chairman of the lorcan Coanission has drawn attention to

the fact that the Commission has the authority to withdraw at

any Lime if it is not satisfied that it can perform a useful

function in remaining in Korca to observe the manner in which
the elections are to be held."

1948 FForecast: A 17 per cent incré&se in private and public investment

to the previous year. Incrcased production of many of the basic
and building materials required for this program is also expected.
Supplies of materials, particularly those produced domestically
should be generally adequate to meet the requirements of the
investment program even though some "key" items will remain in
short supply. .

These are the conclusions indicated by two reports tabled
klonday in the louse of Commons by the Right Honourable C.D. Howe.
The first report entitled "Private and Public Investment in
Canada, Outlook, 1¢48" is based on a survey of investment in-
tentions and provides a forecast of the new investment program
for the entire Canadian economy including business undertakings
of all kinds, institutions, housing and nunicipal, provincial
and Dominion fovernments., The sccond report, “Production of
Basic and Building lMaterials in Canada, Outlook, 1948", deals
with the 1948 production intentions of suppliers of nine basic
materials and %0 building materials that arc or have been until
recently in short supply. The reports were prepared by the .
Econonic Research Branch of the Department of Reconstruction
and Supply with assistance from the Dominion Bureau of Statistics
in conducting the surveys and assembling the material upon
which the reports are based.

.

outlay Ior new capital goods is planned in Canada for 1548 compared
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The report dealing with investment intentions indicates for
1948 a capital program of $2.8 billion, the highest in Canada's
history. If realized this will be about 17 per cent in excess
of the $2.4 billion spent in 1947, The program involves an
anticipated $1.6 billion on new construction and $1.2 billion
on new machinery and equipment, representing increases of 21
and 12 per cent respectively over 1947 levels. With allowance
made for the price rise over the year, the intentions would
involve an increase in physical terms of approximately 5 per
cent for new constructlon and possibly no change for machinery
and equipment.

Exports Up: Canada's merchandise export trade in February was walued
at $208,300,000, showing an increase of 16 per cent over last

year's corresponding total of 8179,500,000, but off 11.5 per cent
from the January figure of $235, 400 OOO acco"dlng to the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics. Durlng the flrst two months of this . year
merchandise was exported to the value of $443,700,000 compared
with $388,100,000 in the similar period of 1947, an increase of
14,3 per cent, ' '

Adding to the rate of increase shown in Jamuary, Canadian
exports to the United States rose nearly 37 per cent in February
over last year as against 32 per cent in the previous month,
edvancing to $94,816,000 compared with $69,396,000, and bringing
the two-month total to $199,815,000 as against $148,849,000 in
the like period of 1947. February shipments to the United Kingdom
were valued at $51,660,000, up 15 per cent over last year; for the
two months, January and Februa"y, the total advanced from $95,336,000
to $116, 608 »000,

Belglun and France were Canada's next largest customers in
February, shipments to Belgium being valued at $4,731,000 as
compared with $4,161,000 a year ago, and to France at $4 186,000
compared with 35,395,0000
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In Parliament Tuesday: Trade Minister Howe announced the Government is

initiating a $4-a-bushel floor price for flax and removing the
ceiling.

Four members told the Goverrment it should do something about
floods.

Finance linister Abbott said he could not indicate when the
budget will be brought down.

Justice Minister Ilsley said it has not been decided whether
to appeal acquittal of 18 dental firms charged with violating the
Combines Lct,

Agriculturc linister Gardiner said there is no doubt Britain
will toke and pay for all quantities involved in food contracts.

The Comaons voted 122 to 45 to approve extension of powers
to bulk-purchase farm products.

Debate ranged from consideration of supplementary estimates
to the National Film Board and income tax forms for farmers.

The Senate criticized legislation to place coarse grains under
the Wheat Board. (CP)"

Wheat Board Report: The Canadlan Hhcat Board has built up a surplus of
150, 4067,000~-equal to about 27% cents a bushel--on the wheat it
has so far handled under its five yeer crop pool, Parliament was
advised Tuesdaye.

Detuils of the ope*atlon of the five-year pool, which started
August 1, 1945, werc given in the Board's annual report, tabled
in the Commons by Trade linister Howe.

The surplus was built up on the 576,398,606 bushels of wheat
the Board had bought under the scheme by July 381, 1947, for which
it paid producers $756,763,785, Its sales and stocks on hand
then amounted to $929,244,667, against which had to be charged
its operating and administration costs and the cost of the 10 cents
2 bushel additional payment made on the 1944 crop.

The Board had sold 530,435,715 bushels from the pool by

ast July. (CP)

.Lisutenant Governor: His Excellency the Governor General on Tuesday

aftcrnoon, approved the appointment of Dri J.-K. Uhrich as
Lieutenant Governor of the province. of Saskatchewan to fill the
vacancy created in that office by the sudden death, Tuesday
morning, of the late Honourable R.J.l. Parker.

Fisheries Report: An exceptionally large catch of herring in Pacific
waters was the outstanding feature of Canada's commercial fishery
operations during February. The herring for the most part was
converted into meal for poultry and animal foods. The Atlantic
Coast also enjoyed better fishing. The total value of landings
in the four eastern provinces was $710,000 compared with $308,000

in February, 1947,

Fish Imports Up: The total wvalue of fisheries products imported into
Canada in 1947, was $5,073,000, an increase of $473,000 over the

1946 total. (DBS)
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In Parliament Wednesday: The Govermment's Excise Tax Bill was finally

passed after three Opposition amendments were rejected in the
House of Commons.

Finance Minister Abbott said he could not indicate when the
Govermnent will vacetc amusement and pari-mutuel tax fields.

The Senate voted 25 to 17 to re-insert in the Government
Wheat Board Bill a clause providing state marketing of oats
and barley.

Parliament adjourned until April 5 for Easter recess.

Enemy Property Report: Residents of liberated and neutral European

countries last year got back §101,350,000 worth of property
impounded in Canada during the war. With few exceptions residents
of enemy countries have not reccived any property seized here.

The property belonging to allied or neubral citizens was
scized under the Trading with the Enemy Act. In the casc of
allied countries, seizure was made when the Axis powers occupied
their countries.

The figures on rcleased property were contained in the
annual report of the Custodian of Enemy FProperty.

It disclosed that (218,750,000 is still hcld. luch of it
belongs to residents of Italy, Hungary, Romania, Germany and
Japan. (CP)

s

Commission "lagnificent" April 7: Canada's new aircraft carrier,

H.l.C.S. "lagnificent” will be officially commissioned at Belfast,
Ireland on April 7th,_at 3 p.m. Greenwich time, it was announced
Wednesday by Hon. Brooke Claxton, Ilinister of Hational Defence.

The last R.C.N. personnel left H.l.C.S. "Warrior", the original
Canadian carrier, on March 22nd, on which day the ship was returned
to the Royal Navy. By April 6th, "lagnificent!'s" crew will be
complete except for flying personnel, and the following day after
the official commissioning cerenony, Commodore H. G. Delloll,
C.B.E., D.5.0., D.S.C, R.C.Ns, will hoist his broad pennant as
Senior Canadian Nawval Officer Afloat at the new warship’s yardarm.

Siamese Claims: The Department of Exbternal Affairs has been advised

that the British Cormonwealth Siamese Claims Cormittee is now
prepared to receive claims against the Siamese Government in

respect of property and personal injury sustained as a result
of the war,

New Cadet Uniforms: Cadets of the Canadian Services Colleges -~ Royal

Tlitary College at Kingston, Ont., and H.M.C.S. "Royal Roads"
at Esquimalt, B.C. -- will appear next fall in smartly tailored
new uniflorms common to both colleges, it was announced Wednesday
by Defence Iinister Brooke Claxton.
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New Consulate at Detroit: The Department of. External Affairs announced -
today the appointment of James J. Hurley to be Canadian Consul at
Detroit, Michigan. This appointment is in continuation of the

announced policy of expanding Canadian consular representation in
the United States. The new Consulate will be opened on April 1.

Mr. Hurley was born at Brantford, Ontario, on August 13, 1898.
On leaving school he entered the Canadian Army in March, 1916, and
saw service overseas with the infantry. Returning to Canada he
entered his father's business, the Hurley Printing Company Limited
at Brantford. He remained in this business until the outbreak of
the Second World War, rising to the position of President and
Managing Director,

At the outbreak of the Second World War, lMr. Hurley resumed
his active military service and served again with the Canadian
Army until May, 1946; four years of this service was overseas.
He holds.the Order of the British Empire, the Canadian Efficiency
Décoration and the Netherlands Order of Orange-Nassau.

Mr. Hurley entered the service of the Department of External
Affeirs in April, 1947, and has recently returned to Canada after
a period of duty W*th the Canadian Military Mission in Berlin.

Wheat Payment: The Canadien Wheat Board's initial payment will be
increased on April 1lst by twenty cents from its present level of
$1.35 to $1.55 per bushel, basis Number One Northern wheat, in
store Fort William/Port Arthur or Vancouver, the Right Honourable
C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce, has announced.

The increase of twenty cents will be the same on all grades
and will be retroactive on wheat delivered to the Board from the
1945, 1946 and 1947 crops up to April 1st, 1948, and the Canadian
Wheat Board will proceed at once with the distribution of these

payments.

Alr Force App01ntments= Hon. Brooke Claxton, Minister of National
Defence, has announced the appointment of new commanding officers
at two w1dely separated Air Force formations, Vancouver and
Goose Bay, Labrador. Group Captain Z. L. Leigh, OBE; ED, of
Lethbridge, Alta., becomes officer commanding at 12 Group Head-
quarters, Vancouver, replacing Wing Commander E., H. Evans, of
Toronto, who has been posted to Air Force Headquarters, Ottawa,

G/C Leigh has been commanding officer at Goose Bay since September,
1946, and he is replaced there by Group Captain J. A. Verner of

New Westminster, B.Co, Who goes to his new post from a senior
technical staff position at Maintenance Command Headquarters, Ottawa.

New Icebreaker: Construction of a large, modern icebreaker for use by
the Royal Canadian Navy has been approved, it was announced liarch 25
by Hon. Brooke Claxton, Minister of National Defence. Preliminary
planning is now under way, Canada's thousands of miles of Arctic
and sub-Arctic coastline have come into increasing importance with
the development of "top-of-the-world“ airlines and the establishment
of far-flung weather stations,

(No Bulletin was issued Good Friday March 26)
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Rail Rate Decision: The Board of Transport Commissioners announced their
decision Tuesday on the Application of the Railway Association of
Canada, made on behalf of its member Railway Companies, for authority
to make a general increase of 30% in the freight tolls and rates,
which are subject to the jurisdiction of the Board, except on coal
and cokes On coal and coke the railways asked for authority to
increase the rates by a specified amount per ton, on a sliding scale.

The Board authorized the railway companies to make a general
advance in freight rates of twenty-one per cent, with the exception
of the items particularly mentioned under.

On coal and coke a flat ingrease of twenty-five cents per ton
throughout is authorized.

The railway companies, subject to the jurisdiction of the Board,
are authorized to publish and file tariff schedules, in accordance
with the Board's findings, on not less than three days' notice.

The minimum charge for a single less than carload shipment
between any two stations will be 100 lbs. at first class ra te but not
less than seventy~five cents. '

Recognized differentials via rail, water and rail routes are to
be preserved as far as may be practicable, even though certain rates via
differential routes may be lower or higher than would otherwise prevail
if such rates were subjected to the increases authorized.

The Board made provision for the disposition of fractions, in
calculeting the rates.

The Board's authorization for increased rates and charges does not
include the following:-

(1) Rates on grain and flour moving from all points on all lines of
railway west of Fort William to Fort William and Port Arthur and
Armstrong. These are statutory rates and are sometimes referred to as
"Crows Nest Pass" rates.

(2) Rates on grain and flour from all Prairie points on all lines
of railway to Vannouver, Prince Rupert and other British Columbia Coast
ports for export.

(3 ) Rates on grain and grain products for domestic consumption
between points in Western Canada and rates on feed grain published in
C.F.A, Tariff 145, C.T.C. 154.

(4) Joint 1nternatlonal rates between Canada and the United utates of
America which were increased as a result of décisions of the Interstate
Commerce Commission (U.S.A.) in Ex Parte 148, 162 and 166. .

(5) Rates between United States points passing through Canada and
referred to as overhead rates. .

(6) Export and Import rates which are presently on a parity with
rates to or from United States ports.

(7) Demurrage and Penalty Charges.

(8) Agreed Charges entered into between the carriers and the
shippers under the provisions of The Transport Act, 1938,

(over)
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These Agreed Charges are left to be dealt with in accordance
with the various agreements which contain provisions for their
termination. The parties may then negotiate with regard to the
agreements upon a modified basise.

On the motion of the respondent provinces; made in these
proceedings, the Board issued Order No. 69612, dated October 17th,

1947, suspendlng until further Order of the Board certain freight and
express competitive tariffs of t6lls and supplementary tariffs which

the railways and express companies had filed with the Board, on thirty
days' notlce, with the object of increasing the rates in said Competltlve
Tariffs of Tolls. The said rates which it was proposed to increase are
lower than normal rates and had been put in to meet water and motor
truck competition.

The Board directs that its said 0rder No. 69612, dated October 17th,
1947, be rescinded, '~ 'vHuinuidiy uoo o

The judgment provides that, - The Rallway Companies subject to_the
Jjurisdiction of the Board will be required to continue to furnish to
the Board monthly statements of their operating revenues, operating
expenses and operating income and should the Board, at any time, be of
opinion that a greater amount of money is being pald -to the Rallwayﬂ».
Companies than is actually necessary to enable them to maintain a
reasonable degree of operating efficiency, the Board reserves the right,
at any time, on notice, to readgust the rates to meet the conditions
then existing. On the other' hand, 'should the amount of advance in rates
authorized prove to be 1nsuff101ent the railways can always apply
again.

Mr. Hugh Wardrope, A531stant Chlef Commiss1oner, in a separate
judgment finds from his view of “the evidence and calculations that the
applicants should be permitted to raise the rates subject to increase
by twenty-four per cent rather than' the twenty-one per cent arrived
at by the ma jority. ' .
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Placement of Domestic Workers: The Dominion Department of Labour,
in cooperation with Provincial Ministers of Agriculture, is now
working out a detailed plan for specialized placement of young women
from the Displaced Persons Camps of Europe in Canadian farm homes -
as domestic workers, it was announced Tuesday by Arthur MacNamara,
Deputy Minister of Labours.- :

The work of screening suitable appllcants overseas for employment
in Canadian farm homes has been undertaken by officials of the
Imnigration Branch of the Department of Mines and Resources and
assisted by representatives of the Department of Labour at the
Displaced Persons Camps. These workers would probably be in Canada
within six to ten weeks, Mr, lMacNamara expldined. The number to be
brouéht to Canada would be determined by requests received from the |
‘Dominion-Provincial Farm Labour Committees.

' Special plans for this project were forwarded recently to the
Provincial Ministers of Agriculture for their consideration.

The movement of girls frbm'Displaced Persons Camps to city homes
in Canada had definitely been a success, Mr. MacNamera said, and in
those provinces desiring to accept this new project, it had been decided
to undertake placement of donestlcs in farm homes at least on an
experimental basis. '

"We believe that through the joint administration by the Dominion-

- Provincial Farm Labour Committee and the National Employment Service,
successful placement of girls in farm homes can be accomplished", the
Deputy linister stated. "By using these two existing organizations,
which have proven their worth in the past, we will have the cooperation
and counsel of the provinces and will obtain a successful administration
of & plan requiring considerable care and judgment." :

The selection of girls would be made with special regard to the
fact that they were to be placed in farm homes and girls with a rural
background would receive preference in selection.

(Complete detail of" placement plans will be found in the Weekly
Bulletin of April 2. )

Export Credits Insurance: The substantial increase in protection afforded
to Canadian exporters by the crown-operated Export Credits Insurance
Corporation is revealed in the annual report tabled in the House of-
Cormons by .the Rt. Hon. C.D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce.

As of December 31, 1947, its policies covered an estimated export
volume of $44,487,470, against risks not provided for in ordinary
commercial insurance, such as the insolvency of the foreign ﬁuyer,
cancellation of an import licence in the country of destination, and the
risk of adverse changes in foreign exchange regulations. Policies written
during 1947 covered exports of raw materials, agricultural products and
manufectured goods from exporters all across Canada to a total of 71
different countries,

In noting a continually increasing demand for its services, Chairman
MW, Mackenzie reported that branch offices of the Corporation were opened
during the year in Montreal and Toronto, and consideration would be given
to establishing new offices wherever volume of business might warrant.

(over)
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utaffed by only twenty-two offlcers and employees the
Corporaticn showed a healthy financial p051t10n, ‘with a substantial
surplus of operating revenues .aver expendltnres. In order to
provide against possibility of a less favorable loss experience over
a period of years the total excess of income over expenditure since
the commencement of the corporation's operations has been credited
to an Underwriting Reserve, which now amounts to $584,336.07.

Charting Great Slave Lake: Estimates for 1948-49 tabled in the House of

Commons provide for the continuance of the charting of the routes ;
leadlng across Great Slave lake to Yellowknife and the northern mining
areas, according to -an announcement by the Honourable J. Allison Glen,
Minister of lines and Resources. v

~ The Canadian Hydrographic:Service which-is respon31ble for thls'
work will continue its examination of harbours of refuge in the Great

Slave lake, and chart critical areas in the Mackenzie River, utilizing
‘the motor launch "RAE"™ built in 1946 and put into hydrographic service

on this waterway last year. This modern 47-foot craft, with cooking
facilities and sleeping -accommodation far eight men, has greatly
speeded up hydrographic work .on :this important water route, providing
reliable charts, which before this time were almost non-existent. By
naking such information available, the Hydrographic Service .is aiding
materially in the development of the Northwest Territories.

lUr. King in Williamsburg, Va.: Prime Minister Mackenzie King is in

Willjamsburg, Va., today. The Prime Minister, Viscount Alexander, and
President Truman are to receive honorary degrees from the College of
William and Mary, Friday, April 2.

Mr. Brockington Appointed: ‘Honourable Humphrey Mitchell, lMinister of Labour,

‘Ship

Tuesday announced the appointment of L.W. Brockington, K.C., Ottawa,

as Chairman of the Conciliation Board which has been established to
deal with matters in dlspute between Canada Steamship Lines lelted
liontreal, and the Canadian Seamen's Union (TLC),

Sales $115,752,000: War Assets Corporation in February aisposed of

three motor vessels formerly used by the Army and two motor craft used

by the Royal Canadian Air .Forces Sales of ships and ships components
to the close of February by the Corporation aggregated in dollar
returns 115,752,000,
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Lithuanian Registration: The Department of Extornal Affairs on Thursday
issued the following statement:--

A number of Canadian Slavic-language newspapers have récently
published a notice on behalf of: the Consular Division of thc Embassy
of the U.S5.S.R. to the effect that the Praesidium of the Supreme
Soviet of the U.S.S.R. passed a Decree, dated December 16, 1947,

"~ according to which all persons of Lithuanian nationality, natives of
the city of Klaipeda, and of the Klaipeda, Shilut, and Papeg districts
of the Lithuanian S.S5.R., who were abroad at the time of the passage-
of the Decree, and who had not become citizens or subjects of any
other country, were obliged to register at U.5.5.R. Embassies or
Consulates as Soviet citizens notlater than June 1, 1948.

The Department of External Affairs first learned of the Soviet
Embassy's intention to call upon Lithuanian nationals residing in
Canada to register as Soviet citizens in accordance with this
Decree when the notice had already been printed in the foreign-
language press.- The .Department. regrets.that the Soviet Embassy did
not consult it before submitting the announcement to the press. The
question of the future citizenship of immigrants who come to Canada
with the intention of making a pcrmanent home in this country is a
matter in which the Canadian Govermment takes a deep interest; and
the Department would have expected the Soviet Embassy to inform it
in advance of any public announcement which it wished To make
affecting the citizenship of immigrants of Lithunian nationality.

The Canadian Government has never extended recognition to the

‘ Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic as a constituent republic of

the U.S.S.R. The Govermment, therefore, does not regard Lithuanian
i nationals residing in Canada as citizens of the U.S.8.R. .Just as
other immigrants from Europe have become Canadian citizens, so, the
Government hopes, the Lithuanians who are making their permanent
home in Canada will® seek Canadian citizenship. The Canadian
Citizenship Act gives assurance to anyone who comes to this country
with the intention of making & permanent home here that he may
readily become & naturalized Canadian citizen and secure the rights
and privileges which belong to natural-born Canadians,

Similar registration was provided for by the Soviet Embassy in

1945 in respect of persons formerly resident in parts of the Ukraine
and Byelo-Russia which had been incorporated into the U.S.5.R. At
that time, it was made abundantly clear to the Soviet Embassy that

5 the Govermment of Cenada did not recognize any obligation on the

part of residents of Canada to comply with the Soviet registration
notice. The Embassy replied that there was no intention of exercising
i compulsion and that the text of the announcement indicated that
registration was voluntary. The Canadian position with respect to
the present notice is the same. The Canadian Govermment regards the
registration of Lithuanian nationals in accordance with the Decree of
the Praesidium of the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S5.R., as announced by
the Soviet Embassy in the Slavic-language press in Canada, to be
entirely a voluntary matter, and recognizes no obligation on the

part of any resident of Canada to register.
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Since the notice, as it appeared in the Slavic-language press,
did not meke it clear that there wms no obligation to register on
the part of Lithuanian nationals who werc resident in Canada, the
Department of External Affairs wrote to the Sovict Embassy on March
22, requesting the Embassy to insert in any announcement which it
nipht wish to make in the future a sentence which would make it
clear that .registration was, in fact, voluntary.

Mr. Abbott's Address: The llinister of Finance, Hon. Douglas Abbott,

addressed the semi-Annual meeting of the Academy of Political
Science, New York City, April 1, on the subject of Prices and Credit,
saying in part as follows:-

"A considerable part of the rise in the cost of living index
over the past two years has been due to the cessation of subsidy
payments and the widening of dealers' and manufacturers' margins
following the release of controls. The most important factor,
however, has been the boom which has been developing in my country
as in yours. Despite the magnitude of the industrial reconversion
problen with which V-J Day confronted us and the large number of
enlisted men and of war workers for whom new peacetime occupations
had to be found, Canada made the transition from a wartime economy
to a peacetime economy with astonishing speed and smoothness.

"In a little over a year we were agein passing into a zone
of full employment and since then we have been witnessing a real
economic boom, particularly in the field of consumer goods and
industrial capital expenditures. It is a boom of unprecedented
proportions even though the public does not scem to be aware of
it == thanks largely, I suppose, to the abnormal way in which the
usual barometer, the stock market, has been acting. Our gross
national production has increased from $11.6 billion in 1945 to
over $13 billion last ycar -~ in 1938 it was $5.1 billion."

Extension to April 14: Hon. Douglas Abbott, Hinister of Financé,

announced Friday that, following on discussions between the
Govermment of Canada and the United Kingdom High Commissioner in
Canada, the present arrangements for financing imports into the
United Kingdom from Canada have been extended to April l4th.
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Honours for Canada: The Prime'Miniéter, Viscount Alexander and President

Truman received honorary degrees on Friday, April 2, from the

.College of William and Mary in Virginia at Willlansburn, Ve Mr. -

King was particularly honoured in Canadian-American Day cereronies.
In acknowledging his honorary degree of Doctor of Laws, HMr. King
spoke .in part as follows:-

"The struggle to win and to maintain freedom is unending
Freedom, moreover, is orne and indivisible. Twice in our generation,
the peoples of the British Commonwealth and the people of the
United States have found their freedom threatened through the loss
of freedom by nations on the. contlnent of Europe. Once again a like
threat to our freedom looms large on the world's horizon.

"In some ways, the menace to freedom has never been'graver or
more insidious than it has become within the last three years.

That menace.arises no longer merely from armed aggression aimed at
territorial expansion. While this is an ever-present danger, the

‘menace to freedom comes as well from sinister plans to undermine -

the structure of free govermment within the borders of individual
nations. Seeds of unrest and anarchy are being- sown wherevery:
throughout the globe, the soil gives promise of their growth. In

a word, freedom is threatened not only by military force but by.
an organized conspiracy to establish a tyranny over the hunan mind,

to thwart the wills and destroy the souls of nations as well as of
MEeIe

"If against such an appalling menace, freedom - physical,
mental, moral and spiritual freedom - is to be preserved, a way
must be found, and that right specedily, to ensure that nations which
are stlll frec will not be suborned, defeated or destroyed one by
one,"

Economic Trends: Wholesale prices moved downward during February for the

first time in more than a year, states the Canadian Statistical
Review, new monthly publication of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,
in its review of economic conditions in February. A further decline
in govermment bond prices, & new international wheat agreement, and
a slight decline in industrial activity partly as a result of power
shortages were other highlights of the month.

The sharp break in United States commodity prices during early
February was checked after a fall of about 10 per cent. A small
but uncertain recovery followed until a further drop in early kiarch
brought prices of 28 commodities to the lowest point in seven
months. The February decline was reflected to a small extent in
Canadian markets and the index of industrial materials fcll slightly
more than two points in the four-week period ending February 27. In
the same period the index for Canadian farm product prices fell from
133.9 to 132,.3.

A further decline in the prices of Canadian Government bonds
brought the yield on the longest dated issues to slightly less than
three per cent per annum, the rate of interest at which Canadian
Goverment bonds were issued during the war years., These declines
followed a similar drop in government bond prices in the United
States and the United Kingdom during the latter part of 1947,




'Manpower Picture: ‘Since‘thebbcginning of March, the number of workers

secking jobs through National Employment Service offices has
declined, and the docllne w111.b¢,furthcr accentuated in the next .
feW'weeks as the construction and’ agricultural industries become
seasonally active, it is pointed out by Honourable Humphrey Mitchell,
Minister of Labour, in issuing the current manpower summary.
The resumption of normal production schedules by Ontario
industries after the shut-downs in the previous month because of
the gas and power shortages, was the greatest contributory factor
to the decline in unplaced applicants since February. Unplaced
applicants increased slightly in both the Quebec and Maritime
regions with the gradual cessation of logging operations. In
both the Prairie and Pacific regions, applicants remained at
rclatively the same levels as in the prevxous nonth.
Sea Fury Fighters: Spocifications of the aircraft to be flovm by Canada's
_topflight naval pilots aboard the new carrier H.M.C.S. "Wagnificent"
reveal that they rank among the fastest propeller-driven planes in _
the world. The new single-seater Sea Fury fighters are capable of
a top speed of 460 miles an hour at 16,000 feet and have a cruising
range of approximately 1800 - 2000 mlles while the two seater Firefly
IV fighter reconnaissance plane approuches 400 nmiles an hour.
Pilots and obscrvers of the 19th Carrier Air Group have been
underpgoing intensive tralnlnp at Eglinton, in Northern Ireland since
last summer, and will transfer to "lHagnificent" in time for her
working up exercises. "Magnificent" will move_to Cana dian waters
4n the early summer. ‘

Ontario Surplus: A $25,039,000 su*plus for the ycar cnded March 31, 1648,
was disclosed Thursday in Provincial Treasurer Frost's budget add*ess
to the Ontario. Legislature. .. ‘ R
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Parliament Reassembles: Parliament reassembles today‘after Haster recess,
and is expected to continue in session until July. .

Ali-ﬁime‘High: The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index, on
the base 1935-39=100, reached an all-time high point on March 1,
standing at 150.8 as compared with 150.1 on %ebruary'ze Although this

placed the index slightly above the July, 1920 peak of 150.6, the
increase during February was the smallest recorded in seven months.
The increase in this series since March lest year smounted to 21.9
points. From August 1938 to March 1 this year, the increase in the
Dominion cost~of-living index was 49.6 per cent.

The rise between February and March this year was contributed
entirely by the non-food sections of the index. The food group actually
declined fractionally from 186.1 to 185.9 as price decreases for eggs
and citrus fruits outweighed increases for wvegetables; changes in other
food sub-groups were mixed and comparatively small,

The sharpest rise came in clothing which advanced from 165.1 %o
169.9. Homcfurnishings and services moved up from 159.9 to 161.2, and
fuel and light from 120.1 to 121.0. The rent index remained at 119.9,
and the miscellaneous items series at 122.8, '

? Divorces Increase:; Number of divorces granted in Canada conbinued upward
; in 1947 for the eight successive year to reach a new peak of 7,942,
an increase of 259 over the previous record figure of 7,683 in 1946,
according to preliminary figures released by the Dominion Bureau of
5 Statistics., The 1947 rise however, is considerably below the increases
; in the preceding three years, comparing with 2,607 in 1946, 1,288 in
1945 and 525 in 1944, It brings the rate per 100,000 population to
63.2 as against 62.5 in 1946 and 18.4 in 1939, when 2,068 divorces were
granted, , -
In contrast with 1946, when there were increases in every province,

the number granted was higher in 1947 in five provinces and lower in
four. Ontario had 3,252 divorces as compared with 2,639 in 1946,
accounting for nearly 41 per cent of the Dominion total. British
Columbia was again second in number with 1,826, representing about

23 per cent of the total but down from 2,005 the previous year. )
Alberta had 881, also a decrease from the 962 recorded in 1946; while
the number in Manitoba advanced to 665 as compared with 636, and in
Saskatchewan slightly to 509 as against 505 the preceding year,

Of the remaining four eastet provinces, the number for Quebec

increased to 348 compared ¥ith 290 in 1946 and for Prince Edward
| Island to 18 as against four, while divorces for New Brunswick declined
| to 236 compared with 382 and for Nova Scotia to 207 compared with 260

in 1946.

Retail Trade: Canada's retail trade in 1946 has been computed at $5,506,-
286,000, With most wartime restrictions on production and distribution

| removed, high employment, rising wages and other favourable economic
i factors, retail sales in 1946 topped the 1945 figure of $4,595,667,000
§ by almost $1 billion. In terms of percentage gains, sales in 1946'
were 20 per cent above those for 1945 and 60 per cent higher than in
the last Census year, 1941, It is too carly to give an accurate
estimate of the dollar volume of retail sales in 1947. However,

on
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the basis of material on hand, it is-evident that sales for the year

reached a2 point somewhere in the vicinity of $6,250,000,000.

Freight Traffic: Total freight carried on Canadian railways during

1947 amounted to 152,705,372 tons -- an unprecedented peacetime
volume, and was exceeded only in the war years 1943 and 1944 when
totals were 152, 949,096 and 154,845,277 tons, respectively. A
gain of 14,178, 516 tons or 12 per cent over 1946 was recorded.

Mr. King in‘Williamsburg: Prime Minister Nackenzie King and Viscount

Alcexander, Governor-General of Canada, on Sunday morning sat in the
Governor's pew of a 200-year-old Anglican Church for morning
services in Williamsburg, Va., forme“ capltal of the British colony
of Virginia.

In the afternoon they visited the old Daniels plantatlon across
the James River on the Virginia mainland, and at night heard a choral
program while they dined in the & Vllllamsbu”g Inn,

Both the Prime linister and Governor-General end their visit to
colonial Williamsburg konday.
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Statement on Trieste: 1In the House of Lommons lionday the oecretary of
State for External Affairs, Mr. St. Laurent, answered a question
put on larch 22, by Hr. Go“don Graydon (PC—Peel) as to the intention
of the Govcrnment with respect to objectives set out in the joint
statement on Trieste issued on Saturday, March 20, by the Govern-
ments of the United States, the United Kingdom and France, After
reading the first part of this declaration, lr. St. Laurent
proceeded as follows:-—

"In his address before the plenary session of the Paris
conference on August 2, 1946, the Prime Minister (Mr. llackenzie
King) said,

' '‘Our concern as a nation is to sce that, as far as we can help
to make them so, the peace treaties will be based upon broad and
enduring principles of justice and equity. Canada secks no territory,
no reparations, no special concessions of any kind, but we do seek
to build a lasting peace.!

"On October 8, 1946, the head of the Canadian delegation, the
Hon. Brooke Claxton, speaking before the plenary conference, stated
with reference to the statute of Trieste:

'The compromise for which the large majority of the commission
eventually voted followed the lines laid down by the council of
foreign ministers. The Canadian delegation supported the creation
of the free territory of Trieste in the hope that it will possess
penuine independence under the authority of the United Nations.
This hope, however, is based upon 'the belief that in the last resort
Yugoslavia, which was in the forefront in the war agalnbt the axis
forces, will find it possible to play a leading role in supporting
e pacific and progressive solution of this most difficult aspect of
the Italian settlement.? '

“"This hope has not been realized. In reply to the question of
the hon. member for Peel, therefore, I wish to state that it is the
intention of the Canadian Govermment to support the proposal of the
Governments of the United States, the United Kinpdom, and France to
rcturn the frec ter 1to”y of T”leute to Italy by revision of the
peace treaty with Italy,"

World Price Movements: Wholesale price index numbers for most countries
advanced to new post-war high points in the second half of 1947,
with increases during this six-month perioed ranging {rom three to
35 per cent. Annual increases for 1947 were generally larger than
for 1946, Some serics, notably those for the United States, France
and Czechoslovakia, recorded smaller annual gains in 1947, but
these were cases where 1940 increascs had been exceptional, the
Bureau of Statistics reports.

The rate of increase in the United States Bureau of Labour
wholesale price series accelerated in the second half of 1947
after a gradual risc in the first six months. A June-December
rise of 10.6 per cent left the index only 2.5 per cent below the
May, 1920 figure, which marked the peak level following World War I.
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However, price “increases throubhout 1947 were less rapid than the‘
sharp advences which had ‘occurréd‘after the general suspension of
commodity controls in mid-1946. The . rise of 15.8 per cent recorded
for 1947 was about half. the net increase accunulated in 1946. The
whole price picture in the United States, has of course been
modified by the sharp February 1548 b-eak in primary conmodlty
narkets.

Wheat Stocks: Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in Yorth

America at midnight on'larch 25 totalled 92,239,000 bushels as
compared with ©4,834,000 on larch 18, and 110,173,000 on the
corresponding datec last year acco"dlng to the Dominion Bureau of
Statistics. . Visible gupnliﬂs on Harch 25 this year comprised
89,023,000 bushels in Canadian positions and 3,216,000 bushels An
Unlted tates positions, : :
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In Parliament Tuesday: Prime Minister liackenzie King denied an allegation

Farm

that former Veterans linister Mackenzie was ousted from the cablnet
because he and Mr. King differed over veterans pensions.

‘Finance Minister Abbott said he had no statement to make on the
possible date of the budget.

Second reading--adoption in pr1nc1p1e--wus glven a bill providing
subsidies on increased gold production.

Labor liinister Mitchell introduced the Govermment's new labor

code. (CP)"

Immigration: The farm labor shortage will be considerably relieved

in 1948 by Cenada's immigration policy, according to a statement made
Tuesday by Honourable Humphrey Mitchell, Minister of Labor.

"The immigration of farm labor is being co-ordinated by the
close liaison of the Federal and Provincial Govermments under the -
Dominion-Provincial Farm Labor Agreements, and full use is being
made of the farm intelligence scrvice provided by the Dominion-
Provincial Farm Labor Cormittees ind the National Employment Service",
Mr. Mitchell stated. A . -

A total of 2,500 Dutch families will be coming to the Dominion
for introduction into Canadian agriculture, and will include some
10,000 people in all. In addition to these immigrants from Holland,
some 2,000 single men from Displaced Persons camps in Europe will
arrive here this spring and summer to -help out on farms. These are
in addition to the 500 D.P. domestics who are to be placed in farm
homes and about which an announcement was recently mage.

There is also a considerable volume of agricultural labor from
Britain which will migrate to the Dominion. The largest proportion
of these new settlers, many of whom have already arrived, are being
placed on farms through the cooperatlon of the provincial eauthorities
and the National Employment Service. Immigrants from other countries
are brought in under sponsorship programs which are supervised by the
Foderal Government.

Atomic Energy Order: 1In order to carry into effect the policy with regard

to private prospecting, exploration and mining for radio-active minerals
announced by the Right Honourable C. D. Howe in the House of Commons

‘on 16 March 1948, it is necessary that prospectors and others concerned
be informed of and be able %o communicate to others the results of
analyses of ore samples and to have hand samples for the usual purposes.
Accordingly, general order has been issued under the Atomic Energy
Regulations of Canada permitting these things to be done, the Atonic
Energy Control Board has announced..

New Navy Flag: A distinctively Canadian flag to be flown from the ship of

the Senior Canadian Officer prescnt afloat, in both Canadian and
foreign ports, has been adopted by the Royal Canadian Navy, it was
announced Wednesday by Hon. Brooke Claxton, Minister of National

Defence.
The flag will be triangular in shape, and will be dark blue with

a white St. George's cross.
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Up to the present, it has been the practice for the Senior
Officer present afloat to fly the same pennant as that in use by
the senior officer of the Royal Navy. '

The new triangular blue flag, will be flown by the senior
officer of any group of Canadian naval vessels. The only exception
to the rule will be when the senior officer is an Admiral or a

" Commodore when the flag or pennant of his rank will be flown.

Col. Pangman Returns: Colonel J. E. C. Pangman,r DSO, ED, has returned
to Army Headquarters, Ottawa, after completing a course at the
British Joint Services Staff College in the United Kingdom. He
has resumed his appointment as Director of Military Operations and
Plans.

Ontario Immigration: Premier George Drew of Ontario announced in the
Legislature Tuesday the termination of Ontario's air immigration
scheme, and went on to say that the Ontario Govermment is waiting
for the Dominion to introduce an air plan of its owm.
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Freight Rates Issue: The Minister of Transport, Hon. Lionel Chevrier,
in the House of Commons Wednesday, announced that_the Government
will not interfere with the effective date of the order of the
Board of Transport Commissioners authorizing general advance in
freight rates but will direct that a thorough investigation of
the railway rate structure be made. M. J. Coldwell, CCF leader,
moved an amendment which would censure the Govermaent for failure
to defer the increases. Debate will continue.. o

Paris Conference: The Secretary of State for External Affairs and the
Minister of Trade and Commerce announced Wednesday that approwal
has been given to Canadian representation at the Sixth Decennial
Conference for the Revision of the International Lists of Diseases
and Causes of Death, to be held in Paris from April 25 to April- 30, -
1948. The Canadian delegation will be as follows:

o B

~ Senior delegate Dr. F. S. Burke, to represent the
: ' ' .~ Department of Hational Health and
Welfare and other medical services
in the Govermment of Canada

beiégates ' Dr. J. A. Melanson, -of the Depart-.
L ment of Health, Province of New
Brunswick, to represent the provinces

Dr. John Wyllie, Professor of Preventive
Medicine, Queens University, to represent
the national private schools and the
schools of public health

Mr. J. T. Marshall, to represent the
Dominion Bureau ol Statistics

. -Technical:Adviser Miss Winnifred Q'Brien, R.N., Medical
o .. Clessilication Section, Division of
Social Welfare Statistics, Dominion
Bureau of Statistics

This Sixth Decennial Conference which will be attended by rep-
resentatives of most of the nations of the world will be the culmination
of the statistical study of diseases and causes of death which has now
been in progress for more than a century. The accurate study of the
incidence of diseases and of the causes of death is dependent upon the
use of a uniform classification. Attempts to establish a uniform
classification have been made at various International Statistical
Congresses since 1853; and the most recent revision of the In?ernatiqngl
Lists of Causes of Death dates from 1938 when for the fifth time revision

was made by international agreement.
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Chemical Industries Session: The first-session of the Chemical Industries
Committee of the International Labour  Organization was opened in -
Paris Wednesday, according to an announcement made by Honourable
Humphrey Mitchell, Minister of Labour. This session will sit until
April 17..

The Cormittee will consider the problems of thc Chemical In-
dustries in the light of recent events and changes, and,. the
conditions of labour and the organization of Industrlal Relations. in
these industries..

This is the cight standing Committee set up by the I.L Q..
to deal with problcmu of most of the important world industries..
There are six Canadian representatives on the Committee,. two
representing the Govermment, two the employers and two the workersuy:
Representing the Govermment are R. W. Crumb, Industrial Relations ‘
Branch, Department of Labour, Toronto; utanlslas Picard, B..Sce.
(Chem1ca1 Eng.), AUnenploynent Insurance Commission, Quebec City;-
representing the employers are J. D. Converse, of lontreal,. and.

R. F. Cummings, of Shawinigan Falls,.P.Q.; the workers. are represented
by Silby Barrett, Canadian Congress of Labour, Toronto,.Ont.; and
George Pay, T*ades and Labour Congress. of Canada Niagara Falls,. Ont.

In addition to the Dominion, the following countries have-
representatives on the Chemical Industries Committee, the. United
States, Belgium, Brazil, China, France, the United Kingdom, India,
Italy, Hexico, Horway,,the thherlands,'Sweden and Switzerland..

105 Honored: Wartire decorations and awards for gallantry in action,. and
for outstanding services in positions. of great responsibility,. were
presented at a Govermment House investiture in Ottawa. Thursdey
afternoon.

“One-hundred ‘and five persons, representing Arny,. Navy and Air
Force, and -including onc VWomen's. Division officer, RCAF, and one
Warrant Officer, Army, as well as a number of 01v111ans, received
their medals from the hands of His Excellency the Governor-General,

Industrial Employment: There was a pronounced contraction in industrial
employment throughout Canada at the beginning of February. The
18,560 leading employers in the eight major industriel divisions
furnishing returns to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics had a
working force of 1,955,825 men and women as compared with 2,002,819

at the first of Januavy, a declinc of almost 47,000 persons,, or
2.3 per cent. The index number of cmployment,. based on the 1926

average as 100, declined from 193.7 at the fir st of January,. 1948, .
to 189.,2 at February 1, as compared with 180.7 at the same date a

year ago..
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In Parliament Thursday: Agrlcultu"al Minister Gardiner announced the

Govermment has decided to continue paying freight cha"ges on feed

grains from the west,

- Labor Minister Mitchell said the Govermment hopes for a

settlement in a few days of the dcep-sea ship strike. .
The federal Labor Code bill was given second reading.
Veterans Minister Gregg announced & $10-a-month increase in

' allowances to needy vcterans of the First World War. (CP)

Record Farm Income: In splte of a continued rise in farm operating

Communications Agrecment:

expenses, the net income of Canadian farmers from farming operations
in 1947 reached a total of $1,259,711,000, the highest figure

_.*ecorded since the compilation of comparable statistics back to 1938,
according to preliminary estimates by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

This figure compares with the revised estimate for 1946 of $1,160,-

755,000, and the revised figure for 1944 of $1,242,718,000, the previous

hlgh “eco”d.
“Farm cash income also established an all-time high record of
$1,990,619,000 as against $1,752,682,000 in the preceding year, and

* ‘there were further increases in the value of home~consumed farn

produce. While the" value of farm-held year-end inventorics of live
stock and gains declined $100,111,000, it failed to offset gains in
cash income and income in kind, the latter rising from $300,557,000
in 1946 to $323,465,000, As a result, gross income for 1947 also set
a record aggregatlng 82, 213 973,000- compared with $2, 012 015,000 in
1946,
. Farm operating expenses in 1947 continued the upward climb which
became qulte noticeable in 1946. From $868,210, 000 in 1946 this item
rose to $965,838,000 in 1947, a gain of approx1mately 11 per cent.
While gains were registered for nearly all of the expense items, the
most significant increase occurred in the case of live stock feeds which
climbed from approximately §198,975,000 in 1946 to $253,790,000 last
€ar,
v With the exception of Nova Scotia and British Columbia, all of the
1947 provincial net incomes were larger than in 1946 and without
exception they were above the 1945 figures. Compared with 1946, the
greatest absolute gain in p”ov1ncla1 net income occurred in Saskat-
chewan, while on a percentage basis, Saskatchewan and Alberta, with
gains of 19.6 and 19.3 per cent, respectlvely, were in the lead.

The Govermments of Canada and the United States

announced Thursday that an agreement has been concluded concerning
the future operation of certain of the telephone and telegraph lines
constructed during the war between Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, and
the Alaska-Canadian border. 7

These lines provide direct communication between Canada, the
United States and the interior of Alaska. They are available for
transmission of telephone and telegraph messages of private industry
and individuals and are handling a steadily increasing volume of
commercial traffic. They were built during the war under the teche
nical supervision of the United States Army Signal Corps and at the
conclusion of hostilities sold to and are now operated by the Canadian

i e ——— —  ©
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Govermment. These facilities parallel the Highway from Edmonton
Alberta to the Alaskan-Canadian border, which -is- approximately ’
1700 niles from Edmonton. At the boundary the Canadian portion
of the lines connects with the Alaska Communication System which |
provides telephone and telegraph service for the Territory of
Alaska. Under the present agrecment the Ganadlan_Government makes
available certain channels on the lines within its boundaries for
use by the United States on a rental basis. These several telephone
and teletype channels are leased in accordance with standard com-
mercial rates. The United States Government agrees to maintain the
facilities in Alaska, operation and maintenance of the facilities:
in Canada being the respon51b111ty of the Canadian authorities.
The agreement is to remain in force until the two Govermments
mubually consent to terminate it or after one year's notice by
either Govermment. : - :

E.R.P. Move: The Minister of Trade and Commerce, lr. Howe, on Thursday,
in the Housc of Cormons moved an amendment to Export and Import Perm-

its ‘Act, Yo explained it, in part, as follows:

"The purpose of this amendment is to ensure that naterials
available in Canada for export are used in & manner that contributes
to the maximum effort in the reconstruction and rehabilitation of
Europe as envisaged under the European recovery program.

"One of the keystones of the Hyde Park agreement whereby goods
move without restriction from the United States into Canada, is
the understanding that this special position accorded Canada will-
not be subject to abuse, and that the export controls of both coun-
tries are sufficiently co—ordlnated as to allow for this free movement
of goods between the two countries without the possibility of their
flowing to a third country.

"It is an arrangement which has proven extremely useful to
Canada, and onc that should be maintained. .

"The United States authorities on March 1 modified th91" regula-
tions, in anticipation of the European recovery program, to require
export licenses for all commodities belng exported to Europe and
contiguous areas,

"One can readily understand that, with the. enormous demands
which will be placed on the productlve capacity of the United States

under the European recovery program, it is desirable that there be
no diversion of United States products to Canada for back-door

trading, and that we shall be found working as closely and harmonlously
together in this peace offensive as under the duress of hostllltles.

~
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In Parlisment Friday:. The Govermment'!s bill to increase allou“nces fo*
needy war veterans received second reading in the House of Commons.
A bill to authorize an increase in capitalization of the Bell
Telcephone Company was talked out.
The House of Commons discussed a resolution to establish a
committee on human rights.

Mr. HcIlraith's Address: 1In an address to the Canadian Importers and
Traders Association in Toronto on April 9, George J. MecIlraith, M.P.,
Parliamentary Assistant to the linister of Trade and Commerce, said
in part:-

"It is still too carly to hazard a guess on how soon our gold
and U.S. dollar reserve will be raised to the point where import
restrictions can be dropped. The immediate result seems to be
favourable. In the three months, September to November, total exports
exceeded total imports by $30 million, which was less than half the
total of a year earlier. In the three months following the cstablish-
ment of import restrictions, that is, December through February, the
favourable balance was $130 million, double the balance of a year
earlier.

"On our trade with the United States, which is the crux of the
foreign cxchange problem, an unfavourable balance of $140 million in
September-November 1948, had increased to nearly $240 million in
September-November 1947. In the three months following restriction
of inmports, the unfavourable balance was $115 million, which can be
compared with an unfavourable balance of $180 million a year earlier
Similarly, there has been an increase in our holdings of gold and
U.S. currency. This reserve dropped to $460 million in mid-December,
and increased to nearly $530 million at the end of February, not
including $50 million drawn on the loan from the American Export-

Import Bank."

Two By-elections: The Prime Minister, Mr. Mackenzié King, has announced
that Tuesday, June 8th, had been fixed as the date of polling for the
by-elections in the electoral divisions of Ontario and Vancouver=-
Centre. The by-elections will be held on Tuesday, June 8th, because
Monday, June 7th, has been {ixed as the day for the obuervance in
Canada of the King's birthday.

P N
E 4 E vl .

Sir Guy Garrod in Ottawa: Air Chief Marshal Sir Guy Garrod, CBE, KCB,

MC, DFC, Royal Air Force representative on the United Kingdon lilitary
Stalf Committec of the United Nations, arrived at Rockcliffe air
station in an RCAF aircraft Thursday, April 8 for a short visit in
Ottawa, it was announced by Air Force Headquarters,

¥hile in Ottawa Air Chief Harshal Garrod will confer with senior
RCAF officials and will 1octu*‘e to Service personnel upon “Problenms
Confronting the United Nations

Air Chief Marshal Garrod was flown to Qttawa by an aircraft of
412 Composite Squadron, Rockcliffe,
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the interception by ham radio of a message from H. W. Richardson,
Canadian Trade Commissioner of Bogota, that all 200 Canadians in
the city were safe, The broadcast was said to have been received
by Mrs. Kenneth Longley, an amateur radio operator at Dartmouth,
who relayed the information to the Canadian Press. The Departiment
of External Affairs as of Monday morning had received no confirma-
tion.

Fellowships for Canadians: Six Canadians are among the 112 scholars and

artists awarded fellowships by John Simon Guggenheim Memorial
Foundation, it was announced Sunday at New York.

" The awards are the 24th in the annual series made by the founda-
tion which has an endowment of more than $29,000,000. It was es-
tablished by the late Simon Guggenheim, United States senator, and
his wife, as a memorial to their son who died in 1922, '

In the field of botany Dr. Henri Prat and Dr. Pierre Dansereau,
both of the University of Montreal, received fellowships, granted for
varying periods depending on the necessities of the work.

George Vickers Haythorne, an economist in the Department of
Labour at Ottawa, will make a study of the conditions necessary for
developing and maintaining full employment in Canadian agriculture.

Assistance to write a novel will be given Douglas Le Pan, first
secretary in the office of Canadaf's ngh-Commissioner in London. Le
Pan is author of "The Wounded Prince,"

Dr. George Francis Gilman Stanley, professor of Canadian hlstory
at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, will study the
governmental policy toward the Canadian Indian,

‘Paul Antoine Giguere, professor of physical chemistry at Laval
University, Quebec, will investigate the molecular structure of
hydrogen peroxide by the spectroscopic method. (CP)

Unlque Presentation: A photograph of Winston Churchill on which he has

~ and Development) of the Admiralty.

written "To Fort Churchill and its friends since 1685"; an engraving
of the first Baron Churchill after whom the Churchill_River was named,
and a framed certificate of presentation have been sent to the
Defence Research Board of Canada by four eminent British defence
scientists following their visit to Canada last fall,

The scientists are Sir Henry Tizard, Chairman of the Defence
Research Policy Committee; Sir Ben Lockspeiser, Chief Scientist,
Ministry of Supply; Dr. O.H. Wansbrough-Jones, Scientific Adviser to
the Army Council; and Dr. J.A. Carroll, Deputy Controller (Research

The framed presentations have been sent to Dr. 0.M. Solandt,

OBE, Chairman of the Defence Research Board, for the officers' mess
of the armed forces' cold weather testing station at Fort Churchill.
The actual presentation to the mess will be made by Hon. Brooke Claxton,
Minister of National Defence, when he visits Churchill.

* Baron Churchill of Aymouth, shown in the engraving, is the same
man who later became Duke of Marlborough. He was *he third governor
of the Hudson's Bay Company, from 1685 to 1692, This explains the
phrase "friends since 1685" autographed on his own photograph by
Rt. Hon, Winston Churchill, direct descendant of the Duke of Marlborough
and British wartime Prime Minister.
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In Parliament Monday: Opposition speakers urged the G0ve*nment to enact

& Canadian Bill of Rights. Others cherged the "clamor" for such a

bill was fostered by Communists,
Labour Minister Mitchell said the strike of deep-sea officers

"has been settled ‘on the East Coast. It was hoped the West Coast

tie-up would be scttled today.

Reconstruction Mlnlster Howe said he sees no p"ospect of gasoline
rationing this year. -

Prime Minister Mackenzie King sald he could not say whether a

f Dominion-provincial oonferenoe on social securlty will be held this

year.

Effect of E.R.P, in Canada: In reply to an inquiry in the House of Commons

Mondaey as to the effect of the passing of the Ruropean Recovery

Program on Canada's shortage of United States dollars the Mlnlster of

Finance, Mr. Abbott, spoke as follows:- :
"The adoption of the European Recovery Program by the United

' " States should enable Cenads to continue to ship to Europe the large

volume of exports which we have been sending there and which the

jEuropean countries need for their recovery. '

"It is still too early to say what the effect of the program will
be on. Canade's dollar shortage. I do not expect.it will permit any

- early easing of the emergency import restrictions.: On the other hand;
I wish to emphasize that if the European Recovery Program had not been

adopted, the Canadian dollar difficulties would have been greatly

intensified.
"Many of the detalls of our relatlonships with the European

3Reoovery Program are still under discussion.. I hope to be able before

long to give the House a complete statement on our position when a
number of matters now under discussion have become clarified."

Canadian National Report: Record peacetime traffic in 1947 falled to pull

the Canadian National Reilways out of the red, ahd the Government
system on Monday reported to Parliament a deflclt of $15,885,000.

Second straight postwar deficit, it was an increase of $7 000,000
over the $8,961,000 loss in 1946 and compared with a surplus of
$24,765,000 in 1945.

Steadlly-rlslng costs were blamed by the company for 1ts slipping
financial position. President R. C. Vaughan said it should seek
further freight rate increases to compensate for increased charges
in labour and materials since 1946,

The company shares in the 21 per cent rate increase authorized
by the Board of Transport Comaissioners a fortnight ago., But the
CNR head said the 1946-48 cost adjustment should be over and above
that. «
The CNR report was tabled in the Commons by Transport Minister
Chevrier. He also brought down the 1947 report of the affiliated
Canadian National West Indies Steamships, Ltd., showing an operating

profit of $829,277., This compared with $1,709,000 a year previously. (cp)

-
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Royal Visitor: The following particulars with respect to the forthcoming
visit to Ottawa of .His Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Belgium
have been given to the press. by the Department of External Affairs.

His Royal Highness will be accompanicd on his visit to Ottawa
by lr. Paul Henri Spaak,.Prime liinister and Minister of Foreign e
Affairs of Belgium, Mr. Paul de Groote, Minister of Economic Co-
operation of Belgium, and by members of their staffs.

The Prince Regent will arrive in his own aircraft at Rockcliffe
Airport at noon on Friday, April 16, where he will be welcomed to
Canada by the Deputy Governor Gena‘al the Prime 'Minister, the
Secretary of State for External Affalrs and other menbe*s of the
Government. Iis Royal Highness and the members of the Belglan ‘Gov-
ermment will:lunch informally with the Prime HKinister at the Chateau
Laurier Hotel. During the afternoon the ; Prince Regent will visit
the Parliament Buildings. Mr.-upaak the Prime Minister of Belgium,
'will mecet the press. In the evening His Royal Highness will be the

~.guest of the:Govermment of Canada at a dlnne“ 1n his honour at the
Country Club.

At one ot'clock on Saturday, Apr11 17, His Royal nghneso will
lay a wreath at the Hational War lemorial, after which he will
entertain at luncheon at the Belglan‘Embassy. In the evening the
Prince Regent will be the Prime Minister's guest at dinner at Laurier
House and afterwards at the Minto Follies.

On Sunday, April 18, the Prince Regent will leave Canada by
air for Belglum from Rockcllffe Alrpo"t.nf . : . .

Aerlal Photo Operations: The RCAF's 1948 aerlal photo opc“atlons have
started, with three Dakota aircraft of 414 Squadron, Rockcliffe, on
.their way to Calgary, to commence photo fllghts ‘in that aresa, it

. was announced by Air Force Headquarters, Ottawn.' The three air-
‘craft, making up onc of the numerous detachments which will operate
in the field during the season, left Rockcliffe Monday rorning, and
are scheduled to arrive in Calgary on Tuesday, after an ove*-nlght
stop in Winnipeg.

- The detachment will move north from Calga”y around May 1,
depending upon snow conditions, and will operate from Whlteho“se
Y.T., Watson:Lake, Y.T., and Fort Nelson, B.C., &nd it is expected
that more than8l, OOO square miles will be covered by the three planes,

~ before they return to Rockcliffe around the first of September.

In all, it is hoped that approximately 550,000 square miles will

* be covered this year by the RCAF's llo. 22 Photo Wlng, elthough it is
“emphasized by Air Force officials that coverage is greatly dependent
upon the weather. Last year's crews covered over 400,000 square
niles, desplte bad weather condltlons.

$21,000,000 Steam Plent: A @21 OOO 000 steam plant for poneratlng
electricity will be built on the putskirts of Windsor, Chairman
R. He. Saunders of the Hydro-Electric Power Commlss1on of Ontario
announced Monday. (CP) e
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In Parliament Tuesday: The House of Commons devoted practically the whole
of yesterday %o continued debate on freight rates and on the Govern-
ment's decision against deferring the 21 per cent increase granted two
weeks ago by the Board of Transport Commissioners.

The C.C.F. leader, Mr. Coldwell, previously had submitted a want
of confidence motion on the issue; yesterday the Progressive Conserv-

: ative leader, Mr. Bracken, moved a sub-amendment which would have the

House condemn the Govermment for “failure to secure the removal of

inequalities and discriminations in the Canadian freight rates structure

before the imposition of a horizontal increase of 21 per cent....%
Eleven members participated in yesterday's debate, which was_
adjourned at the 11 o'clock closing hour and is to continue.. The

Minister of Transport, Mr. Chevrier, led off in the afternoon with an

exhaustive review of the Canadian railway situation.

Immigration Increase: A 133.4 per cent increase in immigration to Canada
; for the first two months of 1948 over the corresponding period of

i ’ last year, was announced by the Immigration Branch of the Department
| of Mines arnd Resources. The Branch also announced the scheduled

| arrival early next week of the steamship "Kota Inten" carrying 740

i Dutch immigrants to Canada.,

| The immigrants aboard the "Kota Inten" are famlly groups who
will be going to farms in all nine provinces. This is the second
trip of the "Kota Inten," which brought an earlier group of Dutch
‘families to Canada on March 22,

During Jeanuary and February, 12,457 immigrants reached Canada,
as corpared to 5,337 in the same months of 1947. Immigrants from
the British Isles numbered 6,313, a 77.7 per cent increase over the
total of 3,552 for the correspondlng months of 1947.

There was a marked rise in the numbers of immigrants from con-
tinental Europe, the two-month figure being 5,223, as agalnst only
545 for the same period a year ago.

Border Traffic: Volume of highway.traffic at border points in February
showed the same general characteristics as were shown in January.
American traffic entering Canada continued to advance over the cor=-
responding period in 1947 and Canadian traffic returning from the
Unjted States continued to decline. The aggregate number of border
crossings in February was 368,000, an advance of 16 per cent over
the previous year. The total volume consisted of 269,600 foreign
entries and 98,400 Canadian vehicles returning. Of the foreign inflow,
33,300 cars entered on traveller's vehicle permits, 224,100 were
non—permlt or local entries and 12,200 were commercial VBthlenc The
Canadian traffic comprised 4,000 unlts renaining abroad for more than
24 hours, 82,700 staying for shorter periods, and 11,700 commercial

vehicles.

Indlan Health Survey: Almost half the Indian population of Manitoba was
X-rayed during 1947 in one of the most extensive anti-tuberculosis
drives yet undertaken among Canadian Indians, National Health and
Welfare Minister Paul Martin revealed Wednesday. Plans are under way
to X-ray the remainder of the Manitoba Indian population this year.
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In Parliament Wbdnesdayn Debate was contlnued on two opp081t10n motions
of non-confldence in the Gove“nment concernlng the issue of frelght
rates,

Revenue Minister McCann promised to consider paying the 1943
and 1944 portions of refundable income tax in one lump sum.

C.N. Budget Forecast: A Canadian National Railways budget forecasting a
1948 deficit of $23,400,000--larger than last year by §7,500,000--
was tabled’ in the Commons Wednesday by Transport Minister Chevrler.

'~ However, the budget did not take into account two big potentials
in the National line's 1948 operations--the recently-granted 21 per
cent freight rate 1ncrease and the demands of employees for wage
increases.,

On the basis of possible added revenue of around $30 000 ,000
through rate increases, the system might have an indicated surplus
of some $6,000,000;ndthout wage increases. These boosts might run
to $80,000,000 if full employee demands were granted. (CP)

Iron Ore Research: Eastern Ontario might.again become e great centre of
iron ore mining, Mines Minister Leslie Frost sdid in the Ontario
Legislature Wednesday.

' Mr. Frost recalled that guns used by General Grant in the United
States Civil War had been made from iron from Eastern (Ontario. How-
ever, that area had been bypassed as an ore-producing area with |
discovery of other ore fields.

The Minister said research parties are to be sent into Eastern
Ontario this year with a view to reopening of that area. (CP)

Royal Wedding Anniversary: Canada's warships will be gay with bunting .
Tfrom stem to stern on Monday, April 26 when the order to “dress ship"
will be carried out in observance of the 25th wedding anniversary -
of Their Majesties King George Sixth and Queen Elizabeth, it was
announced by N.S.H.Q. At noon on the day of the anniversary ships

“will fire a Royal salute of 21 guns.

Leafs Take Cup: Scoring three goals in each of the first two periods
Toronto Maple Leafs Wednesday night defeated Detroit Red'Wings 7-2,
capturing the Stanley Cup in four straight victories in the best-
of-seven final for the world's professional hockey title.

" By defeating Detroit in four games after whipping Boston in five
in the opening playoff round, the Leafs swept to their second straight
cup triumph, their fourth in eight years. It was the sixth time the
battered old trophy has reposed in Toronto. (CP)

Store Sales Up: Department store sales increased 10 per cent in March over
the same month last year, according to preliminary figures released by
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

(over)
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Sea Safety Conference' The Honourable Lionel Chevrier, Minister of Trans—
port, stated Thursday that in view of this Dominion's extensive
coast lines and her greater role in maritime matters, the Government
attaches considerable importance to the forthcoming International

Conference on the Safety of Life at S»a to be held in London on April‘“

23rd next. The agenda is an extensive one and Canada has submitted a
number of recommendations for consideration.

The Minister announced that Canada would be represented in London
by five delegates and four men who will act as technical advisers and
observers, The delegation is as follows;

“Jules Leger, of the Department of External Affairs, and at .

present attached to Ceanada House, London (cﬁlef
Canadian delegate). :

H.V. Anderson, Director of Marine Services, Depaftmeht ofjv;
' Transport Ottawa (alternate chief delegate).

Captaln JoW. Kerr, Supervisor of Nautlcal Serv1ces, Department
of Transport, Ottawa (delegate)

: A.A. Young, Chief Inspector of Hulls and Equlpnent Steamshlp

Inspection Branch, Department of Transport, Qttawa
(delegate). :

L.E. Coffey, Radio Rep"esentatlve Department of Transport
‘ Ottawa (delegate).

Lieutenant Peter G. Chance, Naval Representative, Ottawa
' (Technical Adviser and QObserver).

Walter R. Gray, Canadian llarconi Company, MOntreal, (Technical e
Adviser and Observer). , } = SR

A.L. Lawes, lontreal Shipping Federation,'Mohtrealﬂ(Observef).
~Capta1n R.W. McMurray, Managing Director of Canadlan Paclflc ‘
Steamships Ltd., Hontreal (Technlcal Adviser and

Observer).
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Frelyht Rates- Debate- The" HOuse of Comnons contlnued throughout Thursday's
. sitting €the- debate on Canadian. fre1ght rates launched a fortnight ago
E ‘fby lr. Coldwell. “The C.C.F. and. P"ogress1ve Conuervatlves leaders
' "“both have moved want of. confldence motions. - While. debate was expected
‘ "7 %o'have concluded with a: vote ‘at Thursday's session.no conclunlon was B
reached and discussion w1ll be contlnued next~Tuesday._isuun ' '

Gen. McHaughton's Statement-‘ Followung is the text of General McNaughton's |
statement in the Security Council of the U.N. on Thursday, Ap‘11 15, o
in. support of the Truce Resolution on Palestine, - _:

"On behalf of the Canadian delegation, I should like to say that
I give my full support to the: Resolution regarding a ‘truce in Palestine
which you have presented to the Councll 1n the neme of the Colombian
delegation.

"As you have said, Ur, Presldent this text is the product of a
co-operative effort, undc" you*‘devoted leadership as President, by a
numbe" of delegatlons. It vms the sole desire of all who pa"t1c1pated

these discussions to find a. fair and equitable basis on which there )
ht be an immediate censatlon of acts of violence in Palestine; this U
to be definitely without prejudice to the rights, claims or positions
of the parties concerned. .In other words, we have tried to work out
an effective 'standstill' as an interim arrangement.._‘

"Perhaps I may be permltted to recall what' I said in thls Council
on & previous occasion: I!Surely the realization must be growing upon !
both communities in Palestine that the present course of violence and :

“inflexible resistance against’ each other cen only b"lnw chaos and
mutual destruction'; and these words are even more *elevant today, I
think, than they were when they were spoken on 3rd March last.

"In supporting this Resolubion, I express the hope that those to
whom it is addressed will 1mned1ately take the required action to
prevent a further deterioration in the. situation in the Holy Land,
while the General Assembly gives fu“ther consideration to what uhould

. be done to bring order. and peace on.e ba61s of Justlce to both con=
munities in that’ country. S : R

Atomic Advisory Cmmllttee' The nght Honou*able C. Do Howe announced
" Thursday the appointment of an Advxnory Comnittee to the Atomic Energy
Control Board on the mining and exploration of uranium and other _ r
radioactive minerals. The Committee 00n31gts of the follow1ng:

G.C. Bateman, Chairmenﬁujfﬁmining ConSultant, Hontreal.
We.B. Timn T ;';_fDirector, Hiues, Forests and
. ' .Scientific Services, Department
- of Mines and Resources, Ottawa.

Eugene Larochelle  f ' 1Secretary; Western Quebec Hining
‘ - Association, Quebec.

Dr. W.F. James ‘ } .Geologist; Toronto,

(over) ' » §
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Don Cemeron ' President, Don Cameron Exploratlon
ERREE o Company lelted Toronto.

W.J. Bennett o " President and Uaneging Director of
- Eldorado Mining and Refining (1944).
Limited, Ottawa.

F.M. Connell - "Uining Engineer, Toronto.
“JeGs MeCrea -+~ =+ © 20 Dome Exploration Canada, Limited,
Toronto.

AL S ,r s e
<ol
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Ur. Howe stated that wh11e he was now announ01ng the fo*mal con-

stitution of the Committee, ‘the Committee had actually been set up

informally some months ago and had: been considering problems relating

“to the search for radioactive minerals. The recent announcement of

Govermment policy with respect to the participation of private interests
in the "exploration for ‘and the mining of radioactive mlnerals was based
on the Cormittee's recommendation. S ,
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"In Farllament Friday: Labou* Minister Mltchell announcad gettlement of the

deep—sea officers' strike on the west coast.
: A resolution wa.s adopted to’ ostablish a enate-uommons committee
on human rights and freedoms.

Veterans Minister Gregg announced widespread changes in veterans
legislation, _

Trade llinister Howe 'said "he expects to visit Washington to discuss
the European recovery program. (CP)

Ontario Election June 7: Premier Drew on Friday announced an Qntario

general election for Monday, June 7, with a projected $600,000,000
development program for the provincially owned electric power system
as the chief issue. The announcement preceded the prorogation of the
Legislature by a few minutes,

ToCoA. Deficit $1,761,042: With the addition of 1,248 miles, Trans-Canada

Hong

Air Lines increased its North American routes to 7,758 miles and
included six more cities as points of call in 1947, it is shown in the
gnnual report, tabled Friday in the House of Commons by Rt. Hon.
C.D. Howe, Minister of Reconstruction and Supply. The report, signed

for the directors by G.R. McGregor, president, states that over 1,380,000

nore revenue miles were flown than in the previous year. §Service ex-
tension and the use of larger aircraft rcsulted in a 34 per cent increase
in carrying capacity. The number of passengers carried increcased 40

per cent and air express volume was up 38 per cent; there waos practically

no change in air mail.

Operating revenues for 1947 totalled §15,297,346, an increase of
19 per cent over 1946, Passenger revenues increased 30 per cent; cargo
revenues, 47 per cent; mail revenues, one per cent. Operating expenses
were $16,796,491, an increase of 21 per cent over the previous year.
There was an operating deficit of $1,499,145. After the payment of
$261,897, interest on capital, the deficit for the year was $1,761,042.

Kong; Appointment: The Honourable James A. MacKinnon, Actingvminister

[Xahdid

1948

of Mines and Resources, has announced the appointment of II. T. Peters
as Superintendent of Canadian Immigration at Hong Xong, China.

There has been no representative of the Immigration Branch at
HonpoKonp~since December, 1941, when Colonel E.S. Doughty,. then Con-
troller of Chinese Immigration for Canada, was interned following the
capture of the city by the Japanese. Colonel Doughty was repatriated
in August, 1942.

"Oanada" Available: Publication is announced of the 1948 edition of the

Official Ilandbook CANADA. Initiated eighteen years ago to supplement.
the .field of the CANADA YEAR BOOK, this convenient pocket-sized annual
contains official information in condensed form and is especially
designed for ready use by business men, students, and all interested in
the progress of Canada. While placing emphasis on those aspects of most
importance currently, it deals so far as space permits with all phases
of the country's economic organization and brings statistics up to the
latest possible date.

(over)




U«Se. Liaison Visits tho“-(}eneral N.E. Rodge., CBE, Quar temasterh-(}enm-al

of the Canadian Army, will Teave (Ottawa for the United States'next
Monday, April 19, for liaison visits with .senior U.S. Lrmy Iomsmcs
officers, it was announcad at Army Headq_uarters:.

- ,;( NS

Bacon for U.K.: The lieat Board today ammounced en increase of 2.5 cen't_:s

per 100 pounds in the price it pays for bacon for export to the
United Kingdome

The price increase spplies to all grrados end weights of Wiltshire
sides and other export cuts put into.cure on and after londay, April
19th. It means a price of $36.45 per 100 pounds for Humber Qne -
Selection & Gmde Wiltshire glde.. of sizesble weights delivered- Can«dlan
seaboard.

The Board's price increase m.ll not raise the cost of bacon to
the United Kingdomn.. T

The Board will pey the increase out of its reserves ‘accumlated as
a result of lowered operating costs due to peacetine resumption of more
regular shipments and prompter handl:.n{r of bacon.
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Seeks 100,000, OOd Yards of Cotton: George R. Poley of the Foreign Trade
Serv1ce, Department of Trade and Commerce, will sail for England.
early in May to assist in the procurement of additional supplies of
cotton textiles required by Canadian industry, R%. Hon. C.D. Howo,
Minister of Trade and Commerce, announced Monday. Canada is anxious
to buy 100,000,000 yards of cotton from the United Kingdom, and during
the next few months Mr. Poley will follow up enquiries from Canada
directly with the lManchester cotton industry. In his liaison duties
between the British producers and the Canadian cotton industry, Mr.
Poley will co-operate closely with the United Kingdom Cotton Board and
the Manchester Chamber of Commerce. While in England, he will be
attached to the Office of the Commercial Secretary, Canpada House.

Born in London, England, Mr. Poley has been associated with‘the
textile industry in Canada for the past 35 years. He saw service over-
seas in the first World War, and for a number of years was employed in
the chenille and knitting yarn division of the Toronto Carpet Manufact-
uring Co. in Montreal. In 1944, he was appointed to the Department of
Trade and Conmerce as commodity officer for the textlle and leather
section.

Prime Minister Better: Prime Minister lackenzie King, his cold almost
better, expects to be back at his Commons' desk Monday, a spokesman
said Sunday night.

Mr. King was ordered confined to his ‘home Thursday because of
the cold. He has continued his work there.

Saturday he chatted with Prince Charles of Belgium and w1th the
Belgian Prime Minister, Paul Henri Spaak. He presided at an informal
dinner Saturday night, attended by the Prince, Mr. Spaak and six
other Canadian and Belgian Ministers. (CP) g

Prince Charles Returns: Prince Charles of Belglum left for home Sunday
after & 4b-nour semi-official visit to the Canadian capital, .
His big silver Sabena plane was airborne at Rockville at 8. 47 a.m.
at 1.30 p.m. EST it touched down at Gander, Nfld. It was due in;
Brussels shortly before noon Monday. (CP) ‘ .

Army Strength: Army Headquarters' 'said +this week that the strength of the
Active Force of the Army has topped the 15,000 mark and that there is
a noticeable increase in recruiting, especially for artillery and
armoured corps units. -

Approximately 250 recruits, mostly young men with no prev1ous
mllltary service, enlisted in the first two weeks of April.

The Army is rapidly approaching its quota for artillery and armoured
corps personnel and might soon stop recruiting for these units. However,
many vacancies still exist in other corps and recruiting will continue

. until these have been filled. -

’
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Annuity Prices Raised: In the House of Commons Monday the Hinister of

Labour, Mr. Mitchell, made the following cxplanation of Qrders in
Council which he tabled affectlng the Govermment Annuities Act:
"The Orders have changed the rate of interest to be used in
computing the purchase price of annuities from four per cent per
annum to three per cent per annun, compounded yearly. In other’

‘words, it is & reduction in the “ate allowed on money pald for pur-

chase from four to three per cent.
"Changes have been made in the mortality table to be used in
computing the purchase price of annuities and direction given as to

. the 'interest rate and mortality table to be used in calculating the
liability for any annuity. Provision has also been made for neces= .

sary alterations resulting from these changes in the forms of

application for annuities, ,
"The change in the interest rate has been made in order to
make 1t tho same as the rate paid on long term Government bonds ...."

-~

Dr. Syrovatka App01ntment- The Secretary of State for External Affalrs,

Mr. Ste. Laurent, in the House yesterday, replied to lr. Diefenbaker

- on the .subject of the appointment of Dr. Evzon Syrovatka,»Consul

for Czechoslovakia in Montreal, as follows:

~ "On Thursday the hon. member referred to the app01ntnent of
Doctor Evzon Syrovatka, Consul for Czechoslovakia in Montreal and
the question was in this form:

'Is this the same man who was declared persona non: g”ata to the
United States Goverment for alleged subversive activities, and if
so, was the Govermment of Canada consulted before the appointment
was made?!

"The answer I wish to make is this. Doctor Evzon Syrovatka was
formerly an officer of the Czechoslovak embassy in Washington. The
United States Govermment recently informed the Czechoslovakia embassy
in Washington that he was persona non grata but it is not the fact
that the United States Government alleged that he had taken part in
subversive activities. We have made careful inquiries and have
received no information which would lead me to conclude that Doctor
Syrovatka would in-any sense be an-undesirable or unreliable
Czechoslovak consular representative in Hontreal.

"In accordance with normal diplomatic practice, the Charge
d'Affaires of the Czechoslovak legation in QOttawa has requested the.
Canadian Govermment to give provisional recognition of Doctor
Syrovatka as Consul in charge of the Czechoslovak Consulate General
in Montreal, pending the arrival of his commission of appointment,
when a request will be made for an exequatur for him. '
"I might add that we are informing the Czechoslovak Charge
d'Affaires that his request for provlslonal recognition of Doctor

Syrovatka has been granted."

(over)
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ICAO Montreal Conference: Control of air traffic in congested areas
by radar and other electronic devices will be considered by the
International Civil Aviation Organization's Rules of the Air and
Air Traffic Control Division, whose Third Session opens at ICAO
Headquarters here Tuesday. During war radar was used to identify

"non-cooperative" or enemy aircraft. When used for civil air
traffic purposes a second problem, that of discriminating between
and identifying individual aircraft, is also involved. Research
has been conducted on this problem and equipment is now in ex-
perimental use at several international airports.

Another item to be considered by the air traffic control
‘experts is the provision of special air traffic rules to allow
helicopters to fly at low altitudes under weather conditions that
would normally ground fixed-wing aircraft.

The Division will extend its standardization of the rules of
the air and of air traffic control procedures, and will draft
uniform flight plans and signal codes. The establishment of
priorities for different classes of aircraft operating under in-
strument weather conditions and the preparation of special air
traffic rules for aircraft engaged in flight refuelling operations
will also be discussed.

The Session is expected to last about three weeks.

Prince's Thanks: Before leaving Canada, on his return trip to Belgium,
His Royal Highness the Prince Regent sent to the Prime Hinister by
telegram the following message: '

"Our meetings have strengthened still further a friendship

to which I attach great value. I hope that the hours which I passed

in your country will bind ever closer the ties which exist between
_ Canada and Belgium. I extend my most sincere wishes for the pros-
. perity of Canada." ‘

U.K. Visitors: Lieutenant-General Sir G. Ivor Thomas, KBE, CB, DSO, UC,
General Officer Commanding in Chief Anti-Aircraft Command in the
United Kingdom, will visit Canada this month and will be in ottawa’
from April 25 to 27, it is announced. Accompanylng him will be
Brigadier G.S. Thompson, DSO, MBE, who is Brigadier, General Staff,
in his Command headquarters.
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In Parliament Tuesday- The Mlnlster of Natlonal Defence, lir. Claxton

announced -in. the House of Commons the establishment of the Industrial
Defence Advisory Board. In tabling the Owde* creating the Board the
Minister explained as follows:

- "As set out in the terms of reference, the primary purpose of

the Board is=--

1To advise the Gove“nment of Canada and the HMinister of National

| Defence on all matters relating to the industrial war potential of

Canada.'
"The members of the Boa*d representing industry are all men who

gave notable service in connection with industrial organization’ during

. the second world war. One of the objects of our setting up the Board
. 1s to ensure that the experience they gained will not be lost and w111

be the basis for future developments.
" "Their nemes are Messrs. H. J. Carmichael, C. M. G., Cha1rman~

‘VJ Edouard Simard, Vice- -Chairman; G. R. Donald, 0.B.E., William Knoll;

J. G. Notman; Clarence Wallace and William A. Wecker.

"In addition the members of the Board will include the Chairman
of the Defence Research Board; the President of Canadian Arsenals
Limited; the three principal supply officers of the armed forces of
Canada; the Deputy Minister of National Defence and the Deputy Minister
of Trade and Commerce.

“"In a letter to Mr. Carmichael this morning I set out some of the
matters which I thought should be given immediate attention. I table
a copy of this letter. These matters include s

'Examination of the various' agencies concerned in plannlng and
1n1t1at1ng procurement and production of war equipment in Canada, so
as to recormend a division of responsibilities which will ensure that
thcse:”espon31b111tles are effectively met without overlapping.

'Consideration of requirements in the light of plans and possible
programs of the armed forces and the assessment of the capacity to
make available the materials, manpower and manufacturing facilities
that may be required, with special recommendations regarding materials,
industry or plants which are regarded as essential and for which some
specipl provision should be made.! '

"To assist in the work of organization, I have designated Colonel
W. G. Denny, 0.B.E., as acting Executiv. .ecretary. Colonel Denny has
held positions in connection with ordnance work during the war in
Europe, as well as at home and in the United States.

"It will be seen that one of the major jobs of the Board will be
to ensure effective co-operation between the armed forces and the
various agencies operating in this field. I refer partlcularly to the
newly. organized Canadian Ordnance Association, rcpresenting industry.

"In the last war Canada became a great arsenal of democracy.
Should an emergency ever arise again our expectation is that this Board
will assist us in being prepared to ensure that Canada will play its
full and necessary part in the preservation of freedom and in the

defence of our country."

(over)
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Prime Minister Congratulated: Prime Minister Mackenzie King was congratnlated
“on all sides in the Cormons orn having as of Tuesday, -held the office
of Prime Minister longer than anyone has held the office of Prime Minister
in any country of the British Empire. :

Presents Credentisls: The Department of External Affairs announces that Mr.
Francisque Gey presented on Wednesday to the Deputy Governor General
his Letter of Credence &s Ambassador Extraordlnary end Plenipatentlary
of France in Canada.

The Right Honourable L.S. St. Laurent, Secretary of Stete for
External Affairs was present. Ur. Gay was presented to the Deputy Governor
General by Mr. Howard Measures, Chief of Protocol, Department :of External
Affairs. Mr. Jean Basdevant, Counsellor, Mr. Bernard Le ‘Chartier,: gom-'
mercial Counsellor &nd Flnanclal Attaché and Captain Jacques Herve, ;
Assistant Military Attache] of the French Embassy, accompanled the Ambas-
sador,

In 1932 Mr. ‘Gay founded L'Aube and remalned its dlrector«untll June,
1940, . He was a member of the Parti Democrathue Populaire and a colla-
borator of Mr. Georges Bidault in the Nouvelles Equlpes Frengaise. 1In
1940 he refused to publish his paper under the Vichy reglme, -&nd ‘from
1941 he devoted himself to the underground work done by the General Council
for Study.

, In 1946 Mr., Gay was on the Executlve COmmlttee of the Mouwement
Republlcaln Populaire. Since then he has been & member successively of
the Consultative, the Constituent and the National Assemblies. 'He was

a Minister of State without portfolio in the De Gaulle Ministry in-
November 1945, and Vice President of the Council wzthout portfollo in the
succeeding Gouln Mlnlstry in January 1946. :

€.
i
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In Parliament Wednesday: The House of Commons continued the debate on

freight rates and the two non-confidence motions of IKr. Coldwell
end Mr. Bracken., The final vote is expected at today's sitting.

Polish Minister: The Department of External Affairs announces that lLir,
Eugeniusz Jan Milnikiel presented today to the Rt. Hon. T. Rinfret,
Deputy Governor General, his Letter of Credence as Envoy Extra-
ordinary and Kinister Plenlpotentlary of Poland in Canada, '

The Rt. Hon., L. S. St. Laurent, Secretary of State for External
Affeirs, was present., Mlr, Milnikiel was presented to the Deputy
Governor General by kr. Howard lMeasures, Chief of Protocol, Depart-
ment of External Affairs,

Dr. Z., R, Bielski, First & ecretary9 r. Wo Ao Zblk Second
Secretary, and lr. E. Semil, Attache’ of the Polish Legatlon, accom=
panied Mr. Milnikiel,

Mr. Milnikiel was born in 1905 in Czestochowa (near Warsaw) .

In 1927 he graduated from the academy of Commerce of Warsaw, Faculty
of Co-operatives. He was subsequently Principal of a High School
of Commerce and held a post in the Linistry of Education,

Mr. Milnikiel served with the Polish Army in the ljiddle East.
In 1040 he entered the Polish diplomatic service and was nominated
Gha“ge d'Affaires of Poland in Teheran on September 1st of that year.
He was appointed Charge d'Affaires of Poland in Baghdad ey 8, 1946.

Wheat Stocks: Total stocks of Canadian wheat in all North Americen
positions on HMarch 31 were 209.6 million bushels, of which 2.4
million bushels were held in the United States. On kMarch 31, 1947
Canadian wheat stocks totalled 246 million bushels, including 0.2
million held in the United States. Stocks of Canadien wheat at Iarch
31 this year were thus 36.4 million bushels or 14.8 per cent below
the level of a year ago.

Nearly three-quarters of Canada's total wheat stocks were held on

farms and in country elevators, 116 million bushels or 55.3 per cent
of the total being accounted for by farm-held wheat, while 39.5 million
or 18.8 per cent were stored in country and private terminal eleva- .
tors. (DBS)

National Research Visit: Twenty-three students of the National Defence
College in Kingston will visit laboratories of the National Research
Council in QOttawa on April 28, the Department of Wational Defence
has announced.

The visit, part of the Defence College curriculum, will include
a tour of the laboratories of the divisions of physics, chemistry and
biology and also the wind +tunnels, aerodynamic, structures, aero
engine testing and hydraulics laboratories.

Students of the National Defence College include senior civil
servants and officers of the three armed services.
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In Parliament Thursday: By a vote of 110 to 89 the HouSe of Commons
defeated .a Progressive Conservative motion, censuring the Govermment
for failing to equalize freight rates before allowing rate increases.
The vote on the C c. F. motlon, however, wa.s put over untll next week.

Forelgn Exchange Control Board- Three outstandlng developments in Canada's
economic relations with the rest of the world. were largely responsible
“for Canada's $743 million loss of foreign exchange reserves in 1947,
it was disclosed Thursday in the Annual ‘Report of the Foreign Exchange
Control Board for 1947. The Report, submitted to the Minister of Finance
by Chairman Grahem Towers, traced the loss to a reduction in Canada's
over-all surplus from her international trade in goods and services, to
" the continued extensiqn of large-scale credits to the United Kingdom
" and other countries and to an increase in the “geographical unbalance"
¢ ‘ ‘ of Canadian trade, as illustrated by the fact that nearly 77 per cent_
t 7w of ‘Canada's.:imports in 1947. came .from the United. States as compared to
about 61 per cent in pre-war years.

Mr. Towers said that the European Recovery Program undertaken by
the United States would "almost certainly afford an opportunity for
Canada to earn more convertible exchange from shipments to Europe than
would otherwise be the case,™ but added that "it is important for us
to realize that even a Buropean reconstruction program providing, for
very large ‘off-shore purchases! in Canada would not by itself solve
our immediate foreign exchange problem."

He pointed out that Canadien loans.to Europe showed that Canada
recognized that the economic recovery of Europe was necessary for the
re-establishment of a world economy within which fanada could trade
1 satisfactorily but added that, in the absence of a sufficiently large
f o current surplus in our over-all international transactions, these
? loans had resulted in a serious depletion of our exchange reserves.

Congratulations for Mr. King: Congratulatory messages on the Prime

Minister's record period in office continue to be received in a steady

_«> stream from all parts of Canada and from other countries, with a
particularly large number from friends in Great Brltaln and the United
States.

Among messages-received were cables from His Majesty the King,

_Her Majesty Queen Mary and H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth, as well as
greetings and congratulations sent by the Prime Minister from the
Cabinet of the United Kingdom. ‘

As the successor of Sir Robert Walpole, Mr. Attlee also pre-
sented Mr. King with a beautifully freamed original contemporary print
of a portrait of Walpole bearing a commemorative inscription.

Other messages were received from President Truman, from the
Foreign Minister of France, Mr. Georges Bidault, and from other Com-
monwealth Prime Ministers. '

Of particular interest was a cable from Lord Walpole of Wolterton,
a direct descendant of Sir Robert, congratulating Mr. King on “your

record breaking achievement". .

(over)
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Merchandise Exports Up: Canada's merchandise export trade in larch was
valued et $ee8,400,000, approximetely nine per cent above both the
- February figure of $208,300,000, and the March 1947 total of $209,-
000,000, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. With '
higher flgures registered for each month of the year, the aggregate
for the first quarter advanced to $672,000,000 fron $597,100, OOO in
the like period of 1947, or by 12.5 per cent.

Exports to the United States continued the marked expanulon of
recent months, emounting to $112,519,000 as compared with $83,098,000
in March last: ‘year, a gain of 35 per cent; the rise in Feb:uary'was
37 per cent, and in January, 32 per cent. Total for the first quarter
was $312, 533 000 as compared with $231,947,000 in the similar period
of 1947, an increase of 34.6 per cent.

g Exports to the United Kingdom showed & further advance in HMarch,
being valued at $59,182,000 as compared with $47,558,000 in“the
corresponding month last year, an increase of 24 per cent; the advance
in February was 15 per cent. During the first quarter, shipments to
the United Kingdom were valued at $175,790,000 compared with $142,-
894,000 in the same period of 1547, an increase of 23 per cent.

Shipments to European. countwleu in larch fell off to an aggregate
value of $19,9456,000 as against $30,528,000 in March last year, while
those to the Latln American.countries decllned sllghtly to 38 755,000
compared with $9,261 000.

Balance of Internatlonal Payments- Canada's ‘official reserves of gold and
United States dollars fell Dy .$743 million in 1947, dropping to $502
million at the end of the year from $1,245 million at the end of
1946, according to the preliminary statement on the Canadian balance :
-of ‘international payments released by the:Dominion Bureau. of Statistics| !
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In Parliament Friday: Thomas Reid (L--New Westminster) was app01nted

Parlismentary Assistant to the Minister of Fisheries.

Agriculture Minister Gardiner said steps may be taken this
summer to extend crop-failure compensation.

Speaker Gaspard Fauteux ruled out of order a CCF motlon ‘to have
the Prairie Farm Assistance Act extended to cover all speclallzed
crop areas in Canada. . .

A bill to increase capitalization at the Bell Telephone Company
was talked out for the sixth time.

10,000 Immigrants By Air: The Acting Minister of Mines and Resources,

Mr,. MacKinnon, ennounced in the House of Commons Friday that arrange-
ment has been effected with Trans-Canada Air Lines for the charter
of planes to bring immigrants from the United. Klngdam to Canada. He

“said in partie-

- "This arrangement will provide facilities for the transportation
of 10,000 immigrants from the United Kingdom before the end of the
present fiscal year. Initial destinationS‘on this side will be
Montreal and Toronto.

"In“order to provide for this increased movement by air, ex1st1ng
Canadian irmigration staffs in the United Kingdom will be further
expanded, Arrangements will be made at the Immigration offices to
assist prospective immigrants to obtain the necessary documentation
and travel facilities, and specially trained officers will be awvail-
able to provide full information about conditions in Canada and to
assist the prospective immigrant in preparing for settlement in this

_country. Priority of passage will be given to persons with assured

employment awaiting them in Canada.

"Officers of the Labour Department will be stationed in the
Immigration offices to advise intending immigrants as to prospects
for employment, and, when practicable, to arrange definite placement
in Canadian jobs prior to the immigrant's departure from the United
Kingdom.

"The offices of the Immigration Branch in London are being.
transferred to more spacious quarters, and a new office is to be
opened in Glasgow within the next ten days. A third office will be
opened in Liverpool before the 1lst of July, and it is hoped that an
office can be established in Belfast shortly thereafter....

: "In addition to the arrangements in connection with the trans-
portation of immigrants by air from the United Kingdom, I am glad
to be able to inform the House that the Government has decided to
increase from 20,000 to 30,000 the number of Displaced Persons, not
otherwise admissible, who will be.allowed to enter this country for
permanent residence. As has been previously indicated the Displaced
Persons who are admitted to Canada under the present programme will
be counted against any quota that this country may eventually accept
as a result of an international agreement designed to solwve the
Displaced Persons problem."

A(over)
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New T. and C. Division: Formation of the Transportation and Communlcations

AN

Division.in the Foreign Trade Service, Department of Trade and Commerce,
with W. J. Fisher as its director, was announced Saturday by Rt. Hon.
C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce.,

The Transportatlon and Communications Division will serve as
liaison with the Canadian laritime Commission and other govermment

- departments and commissions concerned with the transportation of goods

to and from Canada. Contact will be maintained with commercial and
communications interests, and Canadian exporters and importers will

be assisted in any traffic problems that may arise. Surveys of specific
trade routes and transport facilities will be made to provide factual

cand: p*actlcal assistance to external traders, shippers and shipping
el ERA RN e\ﬁ 9 Ny

interests.

I.C.A.0. Standards: The first sets of ICAO standards designed to produce

uniform operation of international air transport services have been
approved by the Council of the International Civil Aviation Organiza-

-tion, according to an announcement nade at Montreal by Dr. Edward
. Warner, President of the Council. Dr. Warner said that “these standards

are now being sent to our 47 member nations for comment.. I hope that

- subsequently they will be incorporated into the legislative codes of

these nations and will be implemented in their territories."

Shortwave to Brazils The International Service of the Canadian éroadcasting

Corporation - "Voice of Canada" - has announced the inauguration of a
regular daily shortwave programme service in Portuguese, directed to
radio listeners in Brazil. This represents an important expansion from
the weekly service which has been in operation for the last two years.
The Portuguese programme, which is beamed from the CBC station at
Sackville, N.B., may be heard each evening at 7:30 p.m. E.5.T. on the

‘following frequencies:-

CKCX - 15.19 negacycles or 19.75 metres; and
~CKNC-= 17,82 megacycles or.16.84 metres.-
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Mr. Howe in Washington: Trade Minister C. D. Howe of Canada arrived in
Washington late Sunday for conversations scheduled early this week
with Paul G. Hoffman, Administrator, and officers of the Economic
Co-operation Administration. '

Mr. Howe made a quick flight from Ottawa by special plane,
arriving at Washington shortly after 5 p.m. He was met by Ambassador
Hume Wrong, and for the first part of his stay will be a guest at
the Embassy.

“Mr. Hofflman said TFriday he would see the Canadian Kinister at
the first opportunity.

The Trade Minister will bring to a head discussions which have
been going on intermittently on the extent to which Canada may -
continue her heavy exports to European countries and receive payment,
at least in part, in United States aid dollars. (CP)

Newfoundland Referendum June 3: The Newfoundland Govermment announced
Sunday that a national referendum on the island's future form of
administration will be held June 3.

On that date Newfoundlanders will decide whether they want to
continue under a commission govermment, restore responsible govern-
ment or enter federal union with Canada. (CP)

Freight Rates Discussions: Provincial Government heads opposing freight-
rate increases will present their claims to Cabinet Monday morning.
The seven Premiers will go before the Federal Govermment at 11
a.m. EDT in an attempt to persuade it to alter the recent 2l-per-cent
rate increcase granted the railways by the Board of Transport Com-
| missioners.
: This development was the only announcement from a series of week-
: end meetings at which the Premiers laid the groundwork for submission
5 of their claim that the rate increase imposes an unfair burden on
P their respective areas--the Maritimes and the West. (CP)

Nove Scotia Legislature Closes: The 1948 session of the Nowva Scotia Leg-
; isIature came to a close Saturday afte.  last minute spurt to put
| through nearly 90 bills.
! All major legislation on the docket was given Royal assent by
' Lieutenant Governor J. A. D. llcCurdy except an insurance amendment to
the Motor Vehicle Act, which was shelved until next year.
A Liquc. Act smendment passed provides for municipal plebiscites
j to decide yes or no to the question of open sale of beer and wine in
| Nova Scotia, where since 1929 all such sales have been from Government

stores. (CP)

New Labour Code: Hearings on the Govermment's proposed new labour code
will open Tuesday before the Commons Industrial Relations Committee.
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In Parliament Monday: With the singing: of “God Save the Klng," the House
. of’ Commons adopted a resolution expressing sincere congratulations to
the King and Queen on their 25th wedding anniversary.
-~ The resolution was cabled to London to be followed by a similar
motion from the Senate chamber, ,

Prime Minister Mackenzie King spoke of the example set by Their
Majesties and was joined by John Bracken, Progressive Conservative
Leader, U. J. Coldwell, C.C. F. Leader, and Solon Low, Social Credit
Leader.

As the resolution passed,; Mr. King called for . three cheers and
e tiger for the King and Queen and the Chamber roared approval.

Canada's Armed Forces joined in celebrating the 25th wedding

. anniversary of Their Maaestles on Ménday, April 26, the ifinister of
National Defence announced.

At the evening session a bill extending a provisional fur seal

hunting agreement with the United States was approved. -

Arctic Weather Stat10n5° Further steps will shortly be taken in the devel-

' opment of the Canadian-United States Arctic weather station programme,
announced by the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe in March of last year, when two
more weather reporting stations are established on the northwestern
islands of the Canadian Archipelsago,.

The two new stations will be located about 350 miles northwest of
Resolute Bay. One will be established in the southeast of Prince
Patrick Island and the other in the southern part of Isachsen Peninsula,

- Ellef Ringnes Island, their actual locations depending on the securing
of satisfactory sites in those areas.

In August and September, 1937, Sir Hubert Wilkins made several
‘flights over the region of Prince Patrlck Island while searching for

" the missing Soviet flyer, Levanevsky. He landed a pontoon aeroplane
on several occasions along the shore where it is now hoped to establish
a weather station. In the last week in August of the same year, Sir
Hubert found many flowers still in bloom and numerous caribou tracks
although no animals were seen.

Isachsen Peninsula was discovered in 1900 by members of the
Sverdrup expedition and was next visited by Stefannsson in 1916 and 1917.
The establishment of a weather station there will add greatly to the
general knowledge of this extremely remote area of Canadian Arctic.

When in operation, both of the new stations will take frequent
surface weather reports as well as two observations a day, by means of
radiosondes, of the temperature and the humidity of the air up to
approximately 50,000 feet. Weather reports will be transmitted every
six hours by radlo to the main weather centre at Edmonton where they
will be disseminated by teletype and radio circuits over the continent
of North America and ta the weather services of the rest of the world.

(over)




Naval Appointment: Promotion of Captain H., N. Ley, 0.B.E., R.C.N., to

the acting rank of commodore, and his appointment to the post of"
Assistant Chief of Naval Staff, was announced londay by Hon. Brooke
Claxton, Minister of Nationhal Defence. Commodore Lay has been
Director of Nawval Plans and Intelligence for the past two years,

In his new appointment, Commodore Lay becomes a member of the
Naval Board, and will be vice-chairman of the Naval Staff, the
chairmanship remaining with the Vice-Chief of Naval Staff, Rear
Admiral F. L. Houghton, C.B.E., R.C.N.

Railway Wage Dispute:

to deal with matters in dispute between the railways and employees,
has made the following recormendations, the Minister of Labour, Mr.
Mitchell, announced Mondays=-= :

1.

2.

3e

A general wage increase of 35 cents per hour, effective December
20, 1947, was requested by the union. Approximately 28,000 employee are
directly affected. . ' ‘

- zv ...

The report of the Conciliation Board established

that the employées be granted a general wage
increase of seven (7) cents per hour effective
April 8, 1948;

that payment for time absent from duty on account
of illness be not granted; and ’

that the request for a union shop and the check-
off of union dues and assessments be not granted.

In a minority report the employees! representative
on the Board recommends:--

that the employees be granted a general wage increase of
twenty (20) cents an hour;

that the pérties jointly explore the question of sick
pay and engage in collective bargaining with a view
to its implementation at some later date; and

that agreements between the parties contain provisions
for (a) the union shop in respect to employees engaged
in future and "maintenance of membership" in respect
of employees now in service and (b) the yoluntary
jrrevocable check-off of union dues and assessments.
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In Parliament Tuesday: The House of Commons voted 110 to 78 against the
C.C.F. non-confidence motion on the issue of freight rates. 0On
Thursday last the Progressive Conservative non-confidence motion on
the same issue was defeated 110 to 89.
The Secretary of State for External Affeirs, Mr; St. Laurent,
said that debate on external affeirs would commence Thursday.
C.C.F. members protested the recent reduction in interest paid
on goverment annuities.
Three members urged abolition of appeals to the Imperial Prlvy
Council.
Reduction of appropriation for the Agriculture Depa*tment were
criticized as the House went into Committee of Supply.
The Senate continued debate on the sale of margarine,

Mr. Howe Returns: The Minister of Trade and Commerce, Mr. Howe, returned
to Ottawa from Washington last night after discussing with United
States authorities Canada's role in the European Recovery Programme.
lr. Howe released no details as to results or trends of his Washington
discussions but said he had had & number of very satisfactory talks

with a number of people.

Labour Income Up: The total of wages, salaries and supplementary labour
income in January is estimated at $534 million, showing an increase
of $68 million or 15 per cent over the total for January, 1947,
according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This figure is §7
million lower than in the preceding month.

Labour income in the manufacturlng industries rose from 3161
million in January last year to $185 million, utilities, transporta-
tion, communication, storage and trade from $121 milllon to $138
‘million, finance and services from $100 million to $108 million,
agriculture, logging, fishing, trapping and mining from $39 million
to $48 million, and construction from $23 million to $30 million.
Supplementary labour income advanced from $22 million to $25 million.

In almost all industries labour income in January wes slightly
less than that paid out in December. Curtailment of activity for the
winter season influenced the extractive and construction industries,
while shortages of gas and power in highly industrialized areas brought
about contraction of employment and labour income in the nanufacturlng
and utilities industries.

. Employment as a whole showed less buoyancy than usual in recovering
from the holiday seasonslump at the year's end, but average weekly
earnings remained at high levels compared with previous years,

Prairie Flood Conditions: Death toll from prairie floods on Tuesday rose
to 13 when a Canadian Pacific Railway work engine plunged into Stony
Creek near Rockhaven, Sask., killing a brakeman and scalding a fireman
and engineer, Canadian Press reported from Winnipeg.

(over)
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Flood conditions in general appeared slightly improved although
Albertans, plagued with early-week snows, were fearful that the pre-
sent recession of rivers might be only temporary.

Farmers in all three Prairie Provinces also were worried lest
spring seeding be delayed because of wet fields, until the season be=
comes too far advanced to allow for a normal growing period.

C. Bruce Hill Address: C, Bruce Hill, of Montreal, President of the
Canadian Chamber of Commerce, addressed the Chamber of Commerce of
the United States in Washington Tuesday. Secretary of State George
C. Marshall gave a brief extemporaneous talk to the same gathering.
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In Parligment WBdnésday‘ Revenue Minlster McCann announced that' the dead-

line for filing of individual income tax ”eturns hao been extended
from April 30 to liay 3l. . ‘

JustleP Minister Ilsley said there is llttle ev1dence ‘of Commu-
nists threatenlng foreign-born Canadians.
' The Cormons Printing Committee recormended agalnst prlntlng the
Hong Kong report for general distribution.

The SPna+P, agaln postponpd its vote on the na*garlne question.

Thursday, Aprll 29, 1948,

i Hon, James Forrestal Visit: The Honourable B“ooke Claxton, linister of

“National Defence, announced Thursday that the Honourable James
Forrestal, Secretary of Defence of the United States, will visit
- Canada at his invitation on or about May 7 until lay 10,
~ Mr. Forrestal will be returning the visit made by Iir. Claxton
to Washington in'January of this year. The Uinister said that the
visit, an informel on€, would provide an opportunity for the Secretary
of - Defence to meet and discuss mutual problems w1th Canadian Cabinet
_Mlnlsters and senior defence offlcers. : '

Rlo de Janelro App01ntm9nt-_ The Departnent of External Affalrs announced
today the appointment of Willian Garthorne Stark as First Secretary
of the Canadian Embassy in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Mr. Stark, who
has been Commercial Secretary at the Canadian Embassy ;in Lima, Peru,
since 1944, entered the Department of External -Affairs on April 1,
1948, "He w111 be proceeding to Brazil shortly. :

. Mr. Stark was born-in Toronto, Ontario, on lay 49 1908. He
- graduated from the University of Toronto with a Bachelor of Commerce
degree in 1929, Before entering govermment service he worked with
several financial houses, including brokerage firms in Toronto and
London, England. He assisted Professor Gilbert Jackson, economic

§ consultant in Toronto, in industrial and economic survey work.

In August, 1931 Mr. Stark entered the Department of Trade and
Cormerce in Ottawa as Junior Trade Commissioner, He served in
Brussels, London and Rotterdam, and with the opening of the Canadian
Legation in The Hague in 1938 was appointed Assistant Commercial
Attache there. When German troops entered the Netherlands in 1940,
he escaped with other members of the Canadlan Legation on the Des-
troyer "H.M.Se Mohawk". :

lir. Stark volunteered for war service on-his return to Canada
in August, 1940, but was requested by the Department of Trade and
Commerce to continue duties as Assistant Canadian Trade Commissioner
in Lima, Peru. He arrived in Lima in September 1940, and was appointed

, Cormercial chretary of the Canadian Embassy in 1944,

International Investment: There was little change in Canada's net invest-
ment position during 1947, although there were substantial changes in
the form of Canada's fo"eign assets and consequently in Canada's
position with respect to different countries and currencies, according
to the preliminary statement on the Canadian balance of international
paymeénts by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

(over)
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While liquid reserveg of gold and United States dollars declined
by $743 million to $502 million at the end of the ycsr, “She indebtedness
of overseas gove*nnents to Canada increased by a nfi smount of 3454
million. Canada's net investment position with ov°rseas countries thus
imprPoved and net indebtedness with respect to the L.s. dollar area
increased, However, an important part of the .reduction in liquid
reserves accompanied rPdenptlons of Canadian securities owned abroad,
pa*tlcularly in the United States, and there was the gold subscription
of $74 milliom to the International Monetary Fund.

Allan Cup Opener: Edmonton Flyers Wednesday nigh defeated Ottawa Senators
6 to ¢ in the 1948 Allan Cup opener at Regina.
Scoring in every perlod the Western champions held Ottawa score=-
less for two periods.

Mr. Scott!s Appointment: The Depa“tm°nt'of'éyterna1 Affairs annouced today
the appointment of Harry A. Scott, now Comacrcial Counsellor of the
Canadian Embassy at lieshington, to be Consul General of Caneda at
San Francisco. In this appointment lir. Scott will have consular res-
ponsibility in the States of Washington, Oreégon, California, Idaho,
Nevada, Arizona, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, New Iexico and Utah.

It is anticipated that the San Francisco Consulate General w111
open on July 2.

Ur. Scott was born at Toronto, Ontario, on January 31, 1899,
During the First World War he served with the Royal Naval Air Service
in the United Kingdom in 1917 end with the Royal Canadian Navy in
"1918. He graduated in 1922 from Queen's University in Kingston with
the degree of B.A. and a pold medal in econonics. ' ’

. After a ycar in the Foreign Department of the Ford hcto“ Conpany,
Y{indsor, Ontario, lir. Scott entered the Trade Commissioner iucrvice of
Canada in 1924, Iie served successively in Liverpool, London, Buenos
Lires, Shanghai end in Washington, where he has been Commcicial P
Counsello* attacn@d to thf Canadlan Embassy from_ 1941 to-the n"eﬂent
‘date, - : -

K He att?nd?d the Inp9*1a1 Econonic Conference Ottawa, 1932, as

“adviser to the Tariff Committee, the United Eh“ltlme Consultatlve
Conference, Washington, October, 1946, and the International Whaling
Conference, Washington, December, 1948, as a member of the Canadian

~d919gatlon. In 1942 he served as secrctary to the Supervisory Board

-of the British Commonwcalth Air Tralnlnh Plan, Ottawa, and the |
R.C.A.F. Council. -
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"In Parliament‘Thursday. The Secretary of State for External Affalrs, M¥r.

St. Laurent, opened the parliamentary debate on foreign affairs. He
spoke for more than an hour analyzing most of the graver problems
confronting the world today. He was followed by John Hackett (PC-
Stanstead); M. J. Coldwell, CCF leader, and Solon Low, Social Credlt
leader. The debate will continue next weeke.
Prime Minister Mackenzie King quoted Prime Mlnlster Attlee of
Brltaln as saying there was no hint of imminent war in the Pac1flc
~when the Hong Kong expedition sailed in 1941. A :
""" Senator Norman M, Patterson (L-Ontario) expressed the view in
’vthe Senate that the margarine issue could defeat the Government.
_Senate debate on the subject went over until next week.

Cltlzenshlp nghts" The Secretary of State for External Affalrs, in con-

junction with the Secretary of State and the Acting Minister of Mines

~ and»Resources, issued an announcement Friday which warned residents

“of Canada of the rights which’ they mlght lose if they should emigrate
to another country. As the "S.S. Radnik", a ship in which a number
of residents of Canada took passage to Yugoslavia in.1947, is.under-’
stood to be arriving shortly at a Canadian port, it is thouvht that a
number of residents of Canada may intend to return to Yugoslav1a by
this ship,

There is, of course, no Canadian law which prevents a Canadlan
or an alien leaving Canada. It is important, however, that an alien
who has residence in Canada should be aware of the provisions of the
Canadian Immigration Act whereby he will lose Canadian domicile by

"voluntarily residing out of Canada with the present intention of
making his permanent home out of Canada and not for a mere speclal
or temporary purpose." An alien acquires Canadian domicile “only by
having his domicile for at least five years in Canada after having
been landed therein."

Vocational Training: More than 135,000 ex-Service men and women will have
received training under the Dominion-Provincial Vocational Training
Plan when veterans rehabilitation training as a project comes to an
end in the early fall of this year, it was reported to the Vocational
Training Advisory Council which completed a two-day meeting in Ottawa
April 28, under the chairmanship of Dr. G. Fred McNally, Chancellor,
Univer51ty of Alberta.

In an address to the Council, which was attended by education-
alists from all parts of the Dominion, Arthur MacNamara, Deputy
Minister of Labour, stated: ™All of us who have been concerned with
veterans training can be justifiably proud of what we have done. The
provision of training for more than 135,000 men and women in a wide
variety of trades in all parts of the country has been no small task,
and the fact that it has been so successful and has been accomplished

with such despatch is due alone to the manner in which it was organized,"

(over)
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Motor Vehicles: Factory shipments. of Canadian-made motor vehicles rose
to a new all-time high in March, amounting to 27,112 units as compared
with 16,382 units in February and 22,491 units in the corresponding
month last year, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.
Factory shipments during the three months ended March, however, were
slightly below the flrst quarter of 1947, aggregating 60,209 as against
61,522 unitse.
March shipments consisted of 15,717 passenger cars, and 11,395
commercial vehicles. Of the passenger models, 13,320 were for sale
in Canada ‘and 2,397 for exports Commercial vehicle shipments were
made up of 7,545 for domestic sale and 3,850 for the export market.
Shipments of motor vehicles from the United States in larch
totalled 703 units compared with 3,515 units last year, the aggregate
for the quarter amountlng to 832 as against 8,810 units in the same
1947 period. This year's imports have been nearly equally divided:

between passenger and commercial vehicles, while last year the former
were about five times the latter.

Commercial Counsellor: Appointment of John H, English as Commercial

Counsellor in Washington, D.C. was announced Friday by Rt. Hone.
C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce. Succeeding H. A. Scott,.
who has been appointed Consul-General in San Francisco, Mr. English
was, until recently, Commercial Counsellor for Canada in Johannesburg.
Born in Edmonton, Mr. English received his primary and secondary
schooling in Calgary, and graduated from the University of Alberta
with the degree of B. Com. Joining the Trade Commissioner Service in
1926,  he has served in New York, Jamaica, Dublin, London and Johannes-
burg. During the war, Mr. English was on loan to the Wartime: Prices

and Trade Board, and from 1942 to 1946, was Director of Export Planning,

Department of Trade and Commerce in Ottawa.

Se. V. Allen, formerly Commercial Secretary for Canada in Cape Town,
succeeds Mr. English as Commercial Counsellor in Johannesburg.
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In Parliement Friday: Continuing the debate on foreign affairs in the
‘House of Commons Gordon Graydon (PC--Peel), Deputy Opposition Leader,
urged strong Canadian military forces.

Joseph Bradette (L--Cochrane) said Canada has won respect by
doing more in the United Nations on a per capita basis than any other
nation.

The Commons, by a vote of 67 to 24, gave second reading to a bill
increasing the capitalization of the Bell Telephone Company.

Low Rental Housing: In an effort to encourage the building of low-rental
housing units, the Govermnment plans to launch a rental insurance
programme. ‘

Under legislation now on the Commons order paper, builders will
be guaranteed an annual return for periods up to 30 years on rentals
housing. (CP)

U.S. Dollar Remittances: Canadians in future will require the approval of
the Foreign Exchange Control Board to make remittances of U.S. dollars
to the United States dollar area in any amounts over $10, under the
provisions of recent amendments to the Foreign Exchange Control Regula=
tions, which are published in an extra edition of the Canada Gazette
today. This represents a reduction from the prevailing limit of §25,
established last October. Instructions have accordingly been given to
banks, express companies and postmasters, reducing their authority to
approve payments to the U.S. dollar area for benevolent remittances
from $25 to $10 per applicant per month. Anyone wishing to make
remittances of amounts greater than §10 must apply to the Board which
will continue to authorize benevolent remittances in larger amounts
where it is satisfied that they are genuine. Principal reason for

the change is;to give the Board a better measure of control over such
payments and thus to ensure that benevolent remittances are not being
used by Canadian residents as a means of getting around the travel
ration.

Odilon Cormier Appointment: Appointment of Odilon Cormier, M.B.E., of the
Immigration Branch, as Chief Supervisor for Continental Europe, was
announced Friday by the Honourable James A. MacKinnon, Acting Mlnlster
of Mines and Resources.

‘Mr. Cormier has charge of the Canadian Government Immigration
Mission in occupied territory of Europe, with headquarters at Karlsruhe,
Germany. A native of Quebec City, he has been in the immigration

" service since 1920, From 1924 to 1926 he was stationed at Danzig and
Hambourg, Germany. He was Immigration Officer-in-Charge at Quebec
City from 1928 to 1938, and Immigration Attache in Paris from 1938
until June 1940, He left France just before the Germans took over the
o ityo

During the late war he was stationed at Lisbon, London, and Quebec
City, and in December 1946 he resumed his duties in Paris. Since March
1947 he has been in charge of the Department's work in connection with
Displaced Personse. :

(over)
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Manpower Situations The seasonally active agricultural and construction

industries are absorbing thousands of workers, and it is likely that
the summer of 1948 will see labour shortages, at least as great as
those which occurred in 1947, it was announced by Honourable Humphrey
Mitchell, Minister of Labour, in issuing the monthly manpower analysis.
Employment conditions throughout the nation showed marked improve-
ment during the past month. About 15,000 fewer workers were seeking
jobs at April 15, 1948, than one month previously. Of the 184,000
unplaced applicants registered with Employment Service offices at April
15, 140,000 were males and 44,000-were females, There were 43,000
unfilled vacancies available at April 15, 9,000 more than at March
18, 15484 - Cep s : VLN e L e
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P In Parliament: The House of Commons order paper has slimmed down con-

| siderably during the past fortnight and the Canadian Press today
expresses the opinion that if progress is maintained at recent pace
the present session will conclude by June 30, This week the debate

] on foreign affairs, commenced on Thursday last by the Secretary of

i State for Foreign Affairs, Mr. St. Laurent, will be continued. The

/ following members so far have contributed to the debate:- Mr. St.
Laurent; John T. Hackett, (PC-Stanstead); M. J. Coldwell, (CCF

| leader); Solon E. Low, (Social Credit leader); Jean Francois Pouliot,

; ‘ (L-Temiscouata); T+ L. Church, (PC-Broadview); J. A. Bradette,

(L-Cochrane); Angus MacInnis, (CCF-Vancouver East); Gordon Graydon,

(PC-Peel); Bona Arsenault, (I-Bonaventure); Norman Jaques, (SC-

Wetaskiwin); J. M. Macdonnell, (PC-Muskoka-Ontario); Pierre Gauthier,

(L-Portneuf); and H. G. Archibald, (CCF-Skeena).

Petawawa Training Camp: DPetawawa will be the biggest Reserve Force train-
ing camp in Bastern Canada this coming summer, it was learned from

| Army Headquarters todaye. Units from Central, Quebec and Eastern

Commands will congregate at the big training centre on the Ottawa

River, 110 miles from the capital ~-- a camp well and favourably known

| to veterans of both World War I and the Second forld War.

All Reserve Force units in Central Command, other than anti-
aircraft and signals, will train at Petawawa, while from Quebec and
Eastern Commands will come units of the armoured corps, field, medium
and anti-tank artillery, and engineers. Anti-aircraft and signals
regiments of the Army's three most eastern commands will be in camp
at Picton and Barriefield respectively. The training of all other
units of Quebec and Eastern Cormands will be conducted at Valcartier,
| Que., and Utopia, N.B., respectively. v
f At Petawawa, six one-week courses are to be held, starting July 4.
and continuing until August 14, under the direct command of Ma jor-
General Chris Vokes, CB, CBE, DSO, General Officer Cormmanding Central
Command, who will set up a training headquarters there. Five training
wings, in addition to a headquarters, are expected to be in operation
and will include infantry support and general military training wings
plus armoured, artillery and engineers.

Prairie Flood Conditions: Prairie floods still lay damply over Western

over last week with Brandon, Man., one of the few spots where waters
continued to rise.

Death toll remained at 16, with 10 of the drownings recorded in
Alberta and three each in Saskatchewan and Manitoba.

Barrie Junior Champions: Port Arthur's West End Bruins captured the Memorial
Cup and the Canadian junior hockey championship at Toronto Saturday
night by edging Barrie Flyers 9-8 in overtime for their fourth straight
victory in the best-of-seven series.

Allan Cup Series: Ottawa Senators edged Edmonton Flyers, 3-2, Saturday in
Edmonton, to deadlock the Allan Cup series at one victory apiece.
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In Parliament Monday: The Minister of Trade and Commerce, Mr. Howe, said

no immediate change will be made in restrictions on Canadian exports.
Rodney Adamson (PC--York West) said restrictions on Canadian

“currency and gold might lead Canada into international bankruptcy.

ICAO

H. W. Herridge (Peoples CCF--Kootenay West) said he believes there
is distortion and suppression of news in North America.

Senator John T. Haig, Progressive Conservative leader in the '
Senate, described unemployment insurance as “nothing but a tax on
certain people.". o L ‘ :

Today the Commons will continue the foreign affairs debate. The
Senate will sit. '

Delegation Head: The Department of External Affairs announced Monday

that Brigadier C.S. Booth, Permanent Canadian llember on the Council of
the International Civil Aviation Organization, will head the Canadian
delegation to the Second General Assembly of ICAQ due to open in
Geneva, Switgzerland, on June 1, Other members of the delegation are
Air Vice Marshal Alan Ferrier of the Air Transport Board, Hr. Stuart
Graham, Superintendent of Air Regulations, Wing Commander Marlowe -
Kennedy, R.C.A.F., Air Attache.to the Canadian Embassy in Belgium,

Mr. A. Rosevear, K.C., Assistant Solicitor-General, C.I.R., and HMr.
0. G. Stoner, Department of External Affairs. R o .

" Brigadier -Booth, a lawyer by profession, served as a combat flier
in the First World War and as a General Staflf officer in the Second
World War. He has represented Canada over the past year at the ICAC .
Council Headquarters in lontreal and has gained special recognition
for his work in the legal field of the Organization. Air Vice Harshal
Ferrier and lMr, Graham have represented Canada in previous International
Air Conferences, including the Chicago Conference on International Civil
Aviation in 1844 and the First General Assembly of ICAQ held in May,
1947, in lontreal. , ' :

It is expected that the Second General Assembly, which will last
approximately three weeks, will approve many important recommendations
placed before the Permanent Executive Council.

Economic Survey: A levelling out of the rise in prices coupled with a

continuing high volume of industrial production, and some rise in
unemployment, featured the first quarter of 1948, states the March
issue of the Canadian Statistical Review. ' An increase in-freight
rates and a number of developments in the United States also affected
the current outlook,

It is not yet clear what effects the general 21 per cent advance
in a wide range of railway freight rates, authorized late in lMarch,
will have on existing price levels. Final passage of the European

- Recovery Program by the United States Congress, together with a number

of proposals for increased defence expenditures, have contributed to

a substantial recovery in stock prices both in Canada and- the United
States. Prospects for uninterrupted production have also been improved
by the settlement of the elmost month long strike of the United States

soft coal miners.

(over)
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The $6,098 million voted under E.R.P. should help ensure a con-
tinued demand for products of the whole dollar area during the coming
year. It is equal to about 31 per cent of the total value of goods
and services exported by the United States during 1947 and amounts to
about 2.6 per cent of their gross national product for the year. An
equivalent percentage of Canada's 1947 national product would amount
to about $345 million, just over 60 per cent of the amount of loans and
credits advanced to European countries by this country during 1947,

Major Picard Appointment: Major R. J. Picard, Royal Canadian Infantry Corps,
and recently on the staff at the Joint Alr School (Army Component) at
Rivers, Man., has been appointed Air Liaison Officer with No. 19 .
Carrierborne Air Liaison Section, at Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Army Head-
quarters announced. | . v

Ma jor Picard served in Italy with the Royal 22e Regiment and since
the war ended has taken a number of air liaison and air-portability
courses in the United Kingdom and the United States, as well as the
parachute course in Canada. He will assume his new appointment
immediately., ‘ :

Unemployment Insurance: Initial and renewal claims for unempl oyment in-
surance filed in local offices of the Unemployment Insurance Commission
in March totalled 63,869 as compared with 76,723 in. February and
43,675 in the co"respondlng month last year, according to the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics. The number of ordinary claimants on the live
unemployment register at the end of March was 136,356 compared with
146,074 at the end of February and 103,291 a year ago.

Paymasters Conference: The first dominion-wide conference of Army paymasters
of the Active Force since the war, will be held in Ottawa from the 4th
to the 7th of hay inclusive, Army Headquarters announced here.

Hockey Champlonshlp FlnalS» Edmonton Flyers last night defeated Ottawa
Senators 7 to O to gain a 2-1 lead in gemes in the best of seven series
for the Allan Cup. Port Arthur captured the lemorial Cup and the
Canad ian Junlo” hockey championship at Toronto Saturday by defeating
Barrie 9-8 in overtime.
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In Parliament Tuesday: The House of Commons finished its debate on foreign
affairs, commenced on Thursday last by the Secretary of State for
. Foreign Affalrs, Mr. St. Laurent.  Yesterday's speakers in the debate
were:~- L. R. Beaudoin, (L-Vaudreuil-Soulanges); William Irvine,’
(CCF=-Cariboo); J. H. Blackmore, (SC-Lethbridge); Stanley Knowles,
(CCF-Winnipeg North Centre); E. G. Hansell, (SC-Macleod) W. Garfield
Case, (PC-Grey North); Clarence Gillis, (GCF-Cape Breton South;;
L. W. Skey, (PC-Trlnlty) Paul -Edmond Gagnon, (L-Chlcoutlml), and
D. S. Harkness, (PC-Calgary Bast). , _ ,

Cost-of-Living Index: The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living
- index, on the base 1935-39=100, reached an all-time high point on
April 1, standing at 151.6 as compared with 150.8 on March 1. This
rise of 0.8 was exactly the same as that recorded in the preceding
month.. The increase in this series since April last year amounted to
21 points. From August 1, 1939 to April 1 this year, the increase in
the cost-of-living index wau 50,4 per cent,

o -Llothing and food indexes showed the greatest changes between
‘March and April, although small advaences were registered also by fuel
and light, home furnishings and services, and miscellaneous items.
The increase in the food group which rose"from 185.9 to 186.8, was
‘attributable mainly to fresh vegetables and meats, although scattered
advances occurred in other sections of the food budget; there were a
ffew’minqr decreases which included a further seasonal recession for

eggs .

Border Traffic: Highway traffic at the Canada-United States border in March
followed the same trend that was apparent in Januery and February.
American vehicles continued to enter Canada in greater volume than in
the corresponding period in 1947, and the number of Canadian vehicles
returning from the United States continued to decline. The rate of
decline of Canadian traffic in March, however, was less than in any of

i the other months §ince the current regulatlons on pleasure travel went

into effect,

The aggregate number of border crossings in March was 448,800,
consisting of 319,100 foreign entries and 129,700 Canadian vehlcles
returning. Of the foreign inflow, 46,100 cars entered on traveller's
z vehicle permits, 258,300 were non-permlt or local entries, and 14,700
j were cormercial veh:\.cleso The Canadian traffic. comprlsed 7,800 unlts
- remaining abroad for more than 24 hours, 108,800 staying for shorter
| periods, and 13,100 commercial vehicles. -

World Wheat Situation: Crop prospects over most of the world's wheat areas
are generally promising, states the monthly review of the wheat
situation by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The United States
winter wheat crop to be harvested in June and July is forecast on the
basis of April 1 conditions at 861 million bushels, an increase of 22
million bushels over the December 1 estimate. Official estimates of
the Canadian spring wheat crop will not be awvailable until August but
moisture conditions in the Prairie Provinces are deemed excellent at
the present time. Some concern, however, is felt about the late spring

(over)
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in the west where seeding has been delayed. Spring floods, too, have
been causing considerable anxiety, particularly in southemdistricts of
the Prairies. While spring seeding will admittedly be late in the
Canadian west it must be remembered that similar conditions have pre-
vailed in other years, and good harvests have still been secured. The
next wheat harvests in the Argentine and Australia are, of course, many
months away, but soil conditions in those countries, too, are deemed
satisfactory for seeding.

In Europe further rains fell in a number of countries during the
last week of April and weather conditions for the continent as a whole
leave little to be desired. Crop advices from most countries are
optimistic and barring adverse growing conditions crops much larger
than last year will be harvested.

Import Restrictions: Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce,
announced Tuesday that effective May 15, in accordance with the terms
of Order in Council P.C. 1880, dated April 29, 1948, no .import permits
would be issued for a further list of tariff items unless the goods
were in continuous and uninterrupted transit to Canada on or before
May 14, or unless their use is considered essential to the national
econory. This is a further step in the program to conserve foreign

~ exchange, and similar announcements may be expected from time to time,
~the announcement said.

Northern Navy Exercises:; Canada's new aircraft carrier Magnificent will
~ lead a Summer naval exercise in northern waters this summer which will
see "the first Canadian warships ever to enter Hudson Bay“, Defence
Minister Claxton announced Tuesday night in an address before the
‘Montreal Young Men's Board of Trade.

Mr. Abbott's St. Louis Speech: The Minister of Finance, Mr. Abbott, on
May 4 told Missouri bankers that there was no solution to Canada's
~economic problems unless the United States is prepared to accept.
Canadian imports "on a much larger scale."

Speaking before the Missouri Bankers! Association, Mr. Abbott also
claimed that currency devaluation was not for Canada, because her
economic problem is “not the kind...for which that is an appropriate
or effective remedy."”

; The problem was_in getting the United States to accept more
Canadian goods. (CP)

New Brunswick Election: Premier McNair Tuesday night called a New Brunswick
election for early summer, probably in June. He could not set the date
until he had conferred w;th the Cabinet, the Premier told the Leg-
islature. The Premier made the announcement as the fourth session of
"the 40th Legislature neared prorogation,
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In Parliament Wednesday: Replying to a question by E. D. Fulton (FC-

: Kamloops) the Secretary of State for External Affairs, Hr. St.
Laurent, made a statement in the House of Commons on Canada‘s
attltude toward participatior in.the'dréfting of the treaty of
peace with Germany. He said in part:-

"With respect to the German treaty, the Govermment of Canada
has taken the position that in the preparation of the final treaty
it should have a part commensurate with the part we took in the
war, That is still the attitude that is being maintained. At the

. present time, however, negotiations are going on between the powers
occupying the western zone--the United States, the United Kingdom
and France--for not a permanent but rather a semi-permanent solution
for the western zone, pending the time when a general treaty, or
the possibility of making a general treaty, can be envisaged. In
the preparation of these semi-permanent solutions, these powers have
seen fit to accept the intervention of the Benelux countries, which

border upon western Germany. We have been kept informed of what
has been going on, and we have not insisted on being present at that

stage because if we did it would be a reason for bringing in a great
many other countries, which might hamper or retard the progress being
made in trying to bring some semblance of order and reorganization
into this zone--a very important zone not only to the Germans who
inhabit it, but to the whole of western Europe. . . "

The Minister added later, in response to a_further question,
the following:-

"The three occupying powers have supported our contention that
we should take a part in the preparation of the general treaty, s
from that I take it that if they were going to do something separate-
ly, with respect to their own zones, they would take toward our claim
the same attitude they adopted when it was put forward at the meeting
of the big four," .

The Senate voted 35 to 21 to defeat a bill which would have
lifted the ban on margarine in Canada. It was the third defeat in
three years for a bill sponsored by Senator W. D. Euler, (L-Ontario)
to end the 62-year-old-prohibition on importation, manufacture and
sale of the butter substitute. “

New Park Superintendent: The Acting Minister of lines and Resources,
Mr. MecKinnon, has announced the appointment of Ernest George Saunders,
formerly Superintendent of the Acadia Forest Experiment Station in
New Brunswick, to be Superintendent of the newly-established National
Park in that province. New Brunswick National Park contains a large
forested area and the protection and scientific management of the
forest cover in the lational Parks of Canada is considered to be of

primary importance.

Allen Cup Series: Edmonton Flyers won the fourth game of the best-of-seven
Allan Cup hockey finals against Ottawa Senators at Calgary Wednesday
night by a score of 5 to 3. The teams play a fifth game in Calgary
Saturday.
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In Parliament Thursday: The Minister of Trade and Commerce, lir. Howe,
saild Govermment subsidies would not increase the amount of house-
building in Canada.

The CCF party failed in an effort to have the House demand
such subsidies to start a low-rent housing programme.

IUr. Howe said Trans-Canada Air Lines has not considered an
Australian service. ‘

The Senate resumed debate on a motion for approval of the
Geneva agreement. (CP)

‘Patent Agreement: The Department of External Affairs and the french

as a result of the war, was signed May 5 in Ottawa by His Excellency
Francisque Gay, Ambassador of France, and lr. L. B. Pearson, Under-
Secretary of State for External Aff&l”S.

By this Agreement, provision is made by France for acoeptlng
from Canadian citizens patent applications delayed by the war in ex-
chanpge for similar privileges granted by Canada in Section 28A of
the Canadian Patent Act as amended in 1947. '

The negotiations took place last week in Ottawa between rep-
resentatives of the interested departments of each Government.

Canada was represented by officials of the Patent ard Copyright

! Office and the Department of External Affairs, while officers of the

i French Embassy, Mr. Mathon, Director of Industrial Property in Paris,
% and Mr. Legendre of the French Mlnlstry of Foreign Affairs represented
' France.

. Agreement with U.S.: The Department of External Affairs announced May 5

j that the United States and Canada concluded on April 30, 1948, an

| ' agreement to provide for co-operation in certain aspects of the shell-
i fish industry of the two countries. The agreement, in the form of an
‘ Exchange of Notes, is the result of discussions between the United
States Public Health Service and the Canadian Department of National
Health and Welfare.

5 Rail Strike Threat: The threat of a general Canadian railway tie-up
strengthened Thursday as the biggest all-Canadian rail union joined
international brotherhoods in taking a strike vote to enforce wage
demands., ' '

Two days after the 18 international bodies rejected a conciliation
boards wage recommendations and ordered a vote, the 30,000-man Canadian
Brotherhood of Railway Employees and other transport workers (ccL)
announced the same action.

Both groups--totalling about 140,000 workers--had been of fered
seven=-cent-an-hour increases in the rallways' acoeptance of board re-
commendations. They had asked 35 cents.

However, the CBRE indicated it is willing to compromise between
the two figures. A telegram to the Labour DePartment said it 1s
prepared to “consider any reasonable proposal (cp)

(over)
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M jor Mahony, V.C. Appointment: The appolntment of lajor J. K. Mahony, VC,
as Director of Public Relations (Army) was ‘amounced lMay 6 by the Hon.
Brooke Claxton, llinister of National Defence.

Iajor Mehony arrived in Ottews from Edmonton where he has been
cadet officer at Western Command headquarters since August, 1946, " He |,
takes over his new duties immediately, and will hold the acting rank
of lieutenant=-colonel while so employed.

Col. H. E. T. Doucet, OBE, ED, who now relinquishes the army
appointment to Major Lahony, retains his National Defence appointment
as Director of Public Relations for the three armed services. He has
been filling both posts for the past 16 months,

Mejor John Keefer lahony, 36, a native of New Wéstmlnster, B.Ce.,
and member of the staff of the Vancouver Daily Province beforethe
war, won the Victoria Cross for gallantry at the Melfa River in Italy,
My 24, 1944, when he and his company held a bridgehead against de-
termlned enemy attacks. At the time he was a company cormander in the .

Westminster Regiment (M.G.).
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79,194 Immigrants: Immigrants to Canada during the fiscal year ended March'®
ol numbered 79,194, an increase of 18,2 per cent over the total of
66,990 for the correspondlng twelve months ended March 31, 1947, it was
announced at Ottawa by the Honourable James A. macKlnnon,,Actlng
Minister of Mines and Resources. '

During the twelve month period under review, 9,009 Canadians re-
turned to this country after varying periods of residence in the United
States, as compared to a total of 6,315 during the fiscal year 1346-47
Mr. MacK1nn0n stated.

Of the total of immigrants, 44,788 came from the British Isles.,
Although this figure is some 3,000 less than that for the year.1946,47,
the Minister pointed out that the total for the previous year was
swelled by 38,992 dependents of Canadian gx-servicemen. This figure
for ordinary 1mn1grants rose from less than 10,000 to almost 45,000,

Immigrants from England numbered 31,209, as ‘against 35, 596 the
previous year, Other comparative totals for the ‘British Isles were:
Irish, 3,460, as compared to 3,073 in 1946,47; Scotch, 9,107, as against
8,166; and Welsh 1,012, as compa*ed to 1l 141°

Immigrants frcm the United States totdlled 9,034, a slight decrease
from the figure of 11,410 for the previous year. There was an increase
in the numbers of new citizens coming to Canada from northern Europe,
the fiscal year total being 7,340 as compared to 5,605 for the year
1946-47,

- Largest increase was noted in the total for other races, which was
18,032 as against only 1,999 during the corresponding twelve months
ended lMarch 31, 1947,

Ambassador in Brazil: The Secretary of State for External Affairs announced
today the appointment of James Scott Macdonald as Ambassador Extraordin-
ary and Plenipotentiary of Canada in Brazil. ' B

Mr. Macdonald was born in 1896 in Goldenville, Nova Scotia. He’
attended Queen's University and served in the First World War, 1915~
1919. He vms with the Department of Trade and Commerce from 1926-1528,
and was eppointed to the Department of External Affairs:in 1928,

M. l'ncdonald is one of the most senior Canadian career Foreign
Service Offieers, He has served in diplomatic posts in Paris, Geneva
and Washington, and has been technical adviser on trade negotiations
with France and Australia, and was Secretary of the Canadian Delegation
at the Imperial Economic Conference, 1932,

During ‘1937 he was Acting Under-Secretary of Stabe for External
Affairs and has been Canadian High Commissioner in Newfoundland since

May, 19440

Trade Commissioner Service: Nine appointments and transfers in the Trade
Commissioner Service were announced by Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister
of Trade and Commerce., Richard Grew, formerly Commercial Secretary
in Bombay, has been appointed to the new post of Commercial Secretary ,
in New Delhi., 1In his new position, Mr. Grew will be attached to the
Office of the High Commissioner for Canada in India's capital city.
Charles Reid Gallow, formerly assistant Trade Commissioner in Hong
Kong, has been appointad Commercial Secretary in Bombay. R. Campbell

(over)
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Smith, formerly assistant Trade Commissioner in Cairo, has been appointeq|
Commercial Secretary in St. John's, Newfoundland. W. E. Jolliffe has T
been transferred from Shanghai to the position of assistant Trade Com-
missioner at Hong Kong. B. I. Rankin, formerly in Sydney, Australia,
has been transferred to the position of Assistant Cormercial Secretary
in Shanghai. M. R. M. Dale, formerly assistant Commercial Secretary

in Wellington, New Zealand, has been transferred to the same position .
in Sydney. J. P. C. Gauthier, previously in London, has been tran-
sferred to the position of assistant Commercisl Secretary in Paris.

D. W. Jackson, formerly Canadian Economic Representative in Frankfurt,
Germany, has been transferred to Washington, where he will be Assist-
ant Commercial Secretary at the Canadian Embassy. B. J. Bachand has
been transferred to the position of Canadian Economic Representative in
Frankfurt, from Paris where he was Assistant Cormercial Secretary.

Mr, Forrestal Wires Regrets: The Hon. JameS‘Forrestai, U.S. Defence

Secretary, is "keenly disappointed" because he was forced to cancel his
scheduled visit to Ottawa last week-end, and he has expressed partic-
ular concern over the inconvenience caused the Prime Minister and the
Minister of National Defence.
Here is the text of Mr. Forrestal's telegram to Mr. Claxtong;
"Hon. Brooke Claxton:
"It is with great reluctance that due to pressing business,
I am forced to postpone my visit to Ottawa. I am personally
keenly disappointed over the inconvenience caused the Prime Min-
ister and yourself., After the adjourmment of Congress and
‘providing it fits in with your plans, I hope I may have the
privilege of fulfilling your invitation,"

"FORRESTAL."

C.A.L. Murchison Nominated: Honourable Humphrey Hitchell, Minister of

Joseph E. Atkiﬁson Dead: Joseph E., Atkinson, ownerAand publisher of the

Labour, has announced the nomination of C.A.L. Murchison, K.Co, &
member of the Unemployment Insurance Commission, to represent Canada
on the Correspondence Committee on Social Security of the International
Labour Organization. Twenty-two countries are represented on the
Committee.

The Committee will hold & six-day meeting in Montreal, opening on
Mey 24th, at which its reconstitution as a permanent body, with the
title of "Committee of Social Security Experts", will be discussed.

Book

Toronto Daily Star, died at his home in Toronto May 8,

of Remémbrances Relatives and friends of Canadians who died as a

result of war service in any of the British Empire or allied forces,
except those of Canada, are requested by the Department of National
Defence to send in the names of the fallen servicement to ensure in-
clusion in the Second World War Book of Remembrance.

Hon. Brooke Claxton, Minister of National Defence, has announced
that the names of all Canadians who died on active duty or as a result
of war service between September 3, 1939, and September 30, 1947, be
included in the Book of Remembrance for the Second World War, irres-

- pective of whether they served in the Canadian forces or not.

Edmonton Hockey Champions: Edmonton Flyers came from behind Saturdey night

to become the new senior amateur hockey champions of Canada by defeating
the reinforced Ottawa Senators, 5-3, in the fifth game of the finals.

It was the first Allan Cup title in the history of the Alberta capital.
(No Bulletin was issued Saturday, May 8.)
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in Parllament Monday: The Minister of Finance, lir. Abbott, announced that
“he.will present his 1948-49 budget at 8 p.m. E.D.T., Tuesday, May 18,
- The Minister of Trade, Mr. Howe, said the Govermnment has bullt
13,000 homes under its various housing schemes. :
The Sanate discussed the Geneva agreement.

Gen. ‘McNaughton Address: .Addressing the United Nations AsSociation of -

- Ottawa Monday night, General A.G.L. McNaughton, Canadian Permanent
Delegate to the United Nations, said the United Nations has made “very
-remarkable progress" toward 1nte”nat10nal control of atomic energy.

He said further, in part:-

"The United States is to-day on “this rising curve with atomic
energy. Its leadership is now in an unquestioned position, and if those
concerned maintain their research and development on the “Scale author-
ized by their Congress it seems that their ascendancy will remain for
& decade or so at least. Meanwhile no other country on earth has as
yet passed out of the difficult first phase and it will be a very arduous
and long process to overtake the United States lead, which is presented
by capitel equipment in atomic plants’ and research establishments es-
timated to have cost some billions of dollars, mostly in payment in one

.. way or another for skills which had to be taken out of the national
economy. No other country is as yet endowed with these skills on such
a lavish basis nor is it likely that any other country could make this
diversion without destroying or at the least seriously crippling their
national economy.

"In the light of what I have said as to the great magnitude and
long continued efforts required for the preparation of atomic war, it
seems reasonably probable that we need not fear its outbreak on any
significant scale for a while yet. There is thus no occasion for hysteria,
but on the other hard it would be folly to waste the time which remains
to us through a failure to give proper consideration to the defensive
measures which are open,and in particular to advance by every means

- within our power the setting up of an international agreement which will
effectively protect the peoples of the world."

McKee Trans-Canada Trophy: Hon. Brooke Claxton, Minister of National Defence,
‘has announced the award of the lMcKee Trans-Canada Trophy for 1947 to
Captain B. A. Rawson, Director of Flight Deve1¢pment, Trans-Canada,
Airlines, Winnipeg. The award was made “in recognition of his out-
standing contribution to advancement in the field of aviation during
1947, backed by an excellent record of achievement during & 22-year
perlod of association with aviation development in general®,

The McKee Trans-Canada Trophy has been awarded annually since 1927
for meritorious service in advancement of aviation in Canada. The 1946
award went to Group Captain Z. L. Leigh, OBE, ED, of the Royal Canadian
Air Force for his record of 20 years of exceptlonal achievement, both in
civilian and service aviation, mainly in the field of air transpo“t.
This is the first occasion on which the award has been made to a Trans-

Canada Airline employee.

(over)
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Dwelling Units: The number of dwelling units completed in Canada in the
first three months of 1948 :is estimated at 11,569, according to the
results of .a nation-wide survey. carried out by the Dominion Bureau ;-
of Statistics in co-operation with the Central Mortgage and Housing
Corporation. Durlng the same period, construction was commenced on -
6,678 dwelling units and the number under construction was reduced
from 42,215 at January 1 to 37,529 at the end of larch. Comparable
data are available for 1947 only for the urban centres with a popula-
tion of 5,000 and over which account for about 80 per cent of the
total completions in the first quarter. For these areas, completions
in the first three months of 1948 are about 42 per cent hlgher than
in 1947,

Among the provinces, Ontario led in the number of dwelllng units
completed during the first three months of this year with a total of
4,098, followed by Quebec with 2,887, British Columbia 2,189, “Alberta
855 Manltoba 655, Sasketchewan 389 Nova Scotla 261, New Brunsw1ck
209, and Prince Edward Island 36. . :

P

H.M.C.S. “Athabaskan": H.M.C.S. "Athabaskan", latest of the Tribal class
destroyers built at Halifax for the Royal Canadian Navy, will sail .
from Halifax May 19 for her future operational base at Esquimalt,
B.C., it was announced today at Naval Service Headquarters. : ‘

The destroyer's ports of call will include Guantanamo, Cube;
Montego Bay, Jeamaica; the Canal Zone; Acapulco and lanzenillo, Mexico,
~and San Pedro, Callfornla. She is due to arrive at Esqulmalt June 29,
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In Parllament Tuesday._ The Minister of Veterans Affairs, lr Gregg,announced
a 25 per cent increase in war pensions to benefit 4)0 OOO Canadians.,
The Minister of.Agriculture, lr. Gardlnen announced appointment of
L.B. Thompson; Swift, Current Sask.; as dlrector of Prairie Fa"m Re-ﬁ’,.
habilitation.
The Commons voted 105 to So to reinstate on the order paper a’ b111
incorporating the National .Insurance Company of MOntreal.
It.approved. in pr1n01p1e a bill extendln the 1nvest1ng and borrow-
ing powers of loan companics. :
The Senate adoptc% an %nendncnu %o th& Incxployhcnu Inau“ancs AGt., -

lr. Howe on E.R.P.: "I em optlmlstlc in thet I belleve that with the
cooperation and understanding of respon31ble men in bu31ness, labour
and goverrment in the western democracies, E.R.P. will be a milestone
towards improved economic conditions, and better understanding among
the nations of the world," said Right Hon. C. D. Howe, linister of Trade
and Commerce, in addressing the Montreal Rotary Club on HMay 1l.

"I believe," he continued, “that I am expressing the considered
view of the wvast majority of the_Canadian people when I state that the.
sacrifices entailed in the restriction of our consumption levels and in
the readjustments required of some Canadian producers are justified if
they contribute to the rghabilitation of Western Europe and the strength-
ening of democracy in the world.

*A healthy European economy would mean a continuing and payin-
market for many of our traditional exports. It would also mean increased
imports from that area and a reduced dependence on any one source of
supply. The old multilateral system of trading -- so advantageous to
Canada in the past -- whereby we covered our American deficit with
‘Buropean surplus, can only operate if Western Europe, the pivot in the
-world trading system, can play its former role. . . ."

Foreign Trade: Foreign trade of Canada in March was valued at $427,956,000,
showing & minor increase over the March 1947 figure of $420,777,000,
according to figures released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.
During the first three months of this year the trade aggregated §1, 265 -
600,000 as compared with $1,164,000,000 in the similar period of 1947,

a rise of almost nine per cent._ ’
lierchandise was imported in March to the value of $197,100,000,

showing a decline of $11,800,000 from the lMarch, 1547 total of $208,-

'900,000. This was the first decline from the pireceding year in the

-monthly import totals since December, 1945 -- a period of 27 months. During

the first three months of this year, imports were valued at $585, 300,000
as compared with $559,800,000 in the like period of 1947. B} .
Value of merchandise exported in March was $228,400,000, approx-
imately nine per cent above the March 1947 total of %209 000 OOO. With
higher figures registered for each month of the year, the aggregate for
" the first quarter advanced to $672,000,000 from $597,100,000 in the 1ike

period of 1947, or by 12.5 per cent.

(over)
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The balance of trade with all countries in March was in favour
of Canada to the extent of $33,900,000 as against §2s8, 100,000 in the
precedlny nonth and $3,000,000 in the corresponding month last year;
in the first quarter the favourable balance was $95, 000,000 compared
with $44,400,000 in the similar period of 1947, .

The month's debit balance with the United States was $24,200,000,
the lowest monthly figure since December, 1945, 1In February the debit
was $40,500,000, and in March last year, $80,200,000. In the first
quarter the unfavou*able balance was $107,900, OOO campared with
$203,200,000 in the first three months of 1947 -

The favourable balance of trade with the United Kingdom in lMarch
was $37,700,000 as against $33,900,000 in February and $33,900,000
in March last year, and in the first quarter of this year, $115 OOO -
000 compared with %104 700,000 in the same perlod of 1947, .

His Majesty Honors Canadlan- The Air Ministry on Tuesday announced the

appointment of British Columbia-born Air Vice Marshal Philip Liv1ngston:

as Honorary Surgeon to the King, effectlve ay 7, according to a
Canadian Press cable from London.

Air Vice Marshal Livingston succeeded Air Marshal Sir Andrew
Grant as Director-General of Medical Services of the R.A.F. lay 1 .
after serving as Deputy Director-General since last September,

Born at Caulfield B.C., in 1893, Livingston went to Britain in
1910 and studied at Cambridge University. He rowed in the‘winnlng
crew in the Oxford-Cambridge boat race in 1914. ' :
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In Parliament Wednesday: The House of Carmons gave final approval to the
Pensions Bill providing a 25 per cent boost in rates.

The Minister of Veterans Affairs, Mr. Gregg, said retroactlve
pension payments will be made early in June,

The Secretary of State for External Affairs, Hr. St. Laurent,
said there have been no recent developments toward the exchange of
new Ambassadors by Canada and Russia.

The House of Commons voted 115 to 60 for first reading of a bill
eliminating secrecy provisions of the Income Tax Act.

' The Minister of National Defence, Hr. Claxton, said new summer
uniforms for the permeanent army will start to be delivered in late
surmer.

Government Leader, Senator W. lMcL. Roberitson, gave notice that
the Senate will adjourn Friday until June 1. ,

131 Construction Workers: One hundred and thirty-one construction workers
from lalta are en route for Halifax aboard the S.S. "Marine Perch,"
it was announced at Ottawa May 12 by the Honourable James A. Mac- .
Kinnon, Acting Minister of Mines and Resources.

ThlS is the first group of a total of 500 immigrants from the
island in the llediterranean Sea who will arrive in Canada within the
next few months.

Mr. MacKinnon explained that entry of the Maltese was authorized
by a special Order in Council ws a result of the Govermment's desire
to recognize in & tangible way the magnificent war-time accomplish-
ments of Malta, and to assist the island to remedy an unemployment
problem caused by the postwar demobilization of large numbers of dock=-
yard workers.

The men will be placed in employment by the Department of Labour
upon arrival in this country. Those who are heads of families will
be able to bring their dependants to Canada when they are established
in jobs and in a position ‘o care for them. '

Jo R. R. Robillard, of the Rome immigration office, had charge of

the selection teanm which was sent to Malta,

"Jeanne D'Arc" Visit: The impending arrival of the French cruiser, "Jeanne
D'Arc", for an eleven day visit to Montreal commencing May 24, is
announced by Naval Service Headquarters. Engaged on a itraining cruise
that began at Brest on January 24, the French warship, at present in
South American waters, will make Montreal her only North American call
with the exception of a visit to the island of St. Pierre. Plans for
‘the entertaimment of the ship's company of over 700 are under way in
Canada's largest city. They will include a reception at H.M.CeS.
"Donnacona™, the Montreal naval division. o

Naval Intelligence Director: The appointment of Commander lLorenzo L. Atwood,
V.R.D., R.C.No, of Halifax and Ottawa as Director of Navel Intelligence,
is announced by The Honourable Brooke Claxton, Minister of National
'Defence. For the past six months Commender Atwood held the appointment

of Deputy Director of Nawval Intelligence.

Hone. Mr. Heenan Dead: Hon. Peter Heenan, 73, Irish-born locomotive engineer
who beccme federal Labour Minisser, dled suddenly at his Toronto home

Wednesday .
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In. Parllament Thursdayp The. Houselbf Ccmmonu voted w107 5oO 129 to cover
+ . Govermment expenditures for the next montho..
Private members urged establlshment of mo*e efflclent machlnery
to study departmental estimates,
The Minister of Agrlcultur’e,»{r° Gardiner, described plans for an
1rr1gat10n dam across the South Saskatchewan river.
The Senate gave second reading to the bill increasing war pensions
by 25 per cent.

1948 Acreage Outlook: Canadian farmers have indicated on the basis of their
- intentions at April 30, that they will seed over half a million fewer
acres to wheat in 1948 than they did in 1547. A small decline of about
77,000 acres in barley seedings is also anticipated. These decreases, -
however, are expected to be more than offset by increases in acreages
devoted to other field crops, the estimate for oats being up some 722,-
000 acres, flaxseed up about 130,000 acres and rye up 386,000 acres
over 1947 seedings. Acreage in summerfallow is expected to exceed last
year's figures by 425,000 acres, en increase of two per cent.
The acreage in Canada intended for wheat in 1948 is estimated at
23.7 million as compared with 24.3 million acres in 1947. The decrease
amounts to & little more than two per cent. Intended wheat seedings in
the Prairie Provinces are placed at 22,692,000 acres, down 665,000
acres from the 1947 figure of 23,357, OOO acres. Untario's wheat acreage
for harvest in 1948 has lncreased 135,000 acres over the 1947 level.
Little change is antlclpated in wheat seedlngs in the remaining prov-
inces where wheat is a minor crop.

Shlpplng Policy: Announcing details of the Government®s policy for the

modernization of Canadais fleet of ocean=going merchant ships, Hon.
Lionel Chevrier, Minister of Transport, stated on May 13 that under
this programme "Canada should develop a modern and well-~balanced mer=-
chant fleet composed of speedy and modern vessels of different types
suitable to meet the requirements of the trade in which they are engaged
and worthy of the position this country holds among the Maritime nations
of the world". The Minister further stated that this policy was "based
on recormendations made by the recently created Canadian Maritime.
Commission which had completed a preliminary survey of the Maritime
requirements of this country and of the anticipated volume of oversees

- traffic," '

Not only will Canadian shipping benefit from the announced policy,
the Minister said, but "it will make possible an extensive construction
programme being made available for Canadien shipyards and will enable
the industry to demonstrate its ability and capacity to construct
vessels of different types and speeds in keeping with modern transporta-

' tion needs. It is further anticipated that this prograrme will afford

employment to shipyard personnel for years to come and that provision of
these modern type ships will be greatly advantageous to labour employed

at sea.




Army Appointments: Brigadier Howard D. Graham, CBE, DSQ, ED, senior Cana-
dian Army liaison officer in the United Kingdom, heads a.list of 11
najor army appointments announced May 13 by the Hon. Brooke Claxton,
Minister of National Defence.

Brig. Graham, 49, a former resident of Trenton, Ont., will be
granted the acting rank of major-general and will become ylce-Chlef
of the General Staff, effective next October. He succeeds I jor-
General C. C. Mann, CBE, DSO, whose approaching retirement was
announced earlier this year. Brig. Grahem has been the Canadian Army's
senior representative in the United Kingdom for the past two years. _

Succeeding Brig. Graham in London Will be Brig. E. C. Plow, CBE,
DSO, now attending the National Defence College at Kingston, Ont..
.Until January of this year, Brig. Plow was officer cormanding Head-
quarters, British Columbia Area of Western Command, at. Vancouver, B«C.
He assumes his new duties in the United Kingdom in eptembe CBrige
Plow is 43 and is formerly of Kingston.
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In Parllament Friday, May 14: A permanent $30,000,000-a.~year programme of
Tederal grants to help the provinces expand their public health
serv1ces was amnounced in the House of Commons May 14 by Prime Minister
Mackenz:{e King,
He .detailed the plan in a 3,000-word statement and said Parliement
will be asked to vote the mohey at its present session.
He,described the grants as the first stages in the development of : |
a conprehensive health insurance plan for Canada. If a health insurance
scheme were launched now, he added, it would fail because of the coun- .
try's shortage of hospltal beds, ' ‘ (
The money will be spent by the provinces in the fields of health '
survey; cancer, tuberculosis and venereal disease control, treatment
| : of crippled children, research, mental health care and hospital con- o
1 ~ struction. ’
The only condition attached to the grants is that the provinces
maintain at least their present expenditures on health services. General-
ly, the grants will be made on a per capita basis. (C?)

Hon. Wishart Robertson, Govermment Senmate leader, announced in the
Senate plans for a Senate committee investigation of the margarlne
situation next session,
The bill. increasing pensions 25 per cent and 20 other measures
- were given Royal assent.
. The House of Commons gave third readlng to leglslatlon implementing
the peace treaties with Germany's satellites. L
Mr. Butler's New Appointment: Appointment of B, C. Butler, director of the
Publicity Division of the Department of Trade and Commerce, as Associate
Director of the Canadian Govermment Travel Bureau, was announced May 14
by Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe. - B o ' -
Mr, Butler will retain his directorship of the Publicity Division,
and in his new duties will work in association with D. Leo Dolan, long
time director of the Canadian Govermment Travel Bureau. The new appoint-
ment recognizes the increasing importance and responsibilities of :
Canadian tourist promotion, and is intended to lighten the heavy burden
of admlnistrative duties hitherto borne by Mr. Dolan, the Minister pointed
; out.
i Under the new division of responsibilities Mr. Dolan will continue
Lo to direct the Bureau but will devote more time to the promotional activities
i with which he has been so successful, and which require him to travel many
i thousands of miles each year. MNr. Butler will devote his activities to
% adminlstratlon and planning, with the end in view of an even closer liaison
3 and integratlon than now exists between the federal, provincial, municipal
and private organizations in the promotion of tourist travel. It should
also accelerate long range planning and more intensive development of the

i tourist business, Mr. Howe explained.

(over)




-2 -

Remittances of U.S. Dollars: Canadians in future will have to obtain

permits to make remittances of U.S. dollars to the United States
dollar area in any amounts over $l10, under the provisions of recent
amendments to the Foreign Exchange Control Regulations, which were
published in an extra edition of the Canada Gazette on May 14. This
represents a reduction from the prevailing limit of $25, established
last October.

Instructions have been given reduclng the authorlty of banks,
express companies, postmasters and other agents of the F.E.C.B. to
approve-payments to the U.S. dollar area for benevolent remittances of
more than $10 per applicant per month. Formerly these agents could
approve on their own authority such remittances up to $25. “Anyone
WlshlnthO make benevolent remittances totalling more than $10 per
month miist now apply to the Foreign Exchange Control Board through the
bank or‘agent which will be handling the transaction. The Board will
continué to authorize bencvolent remittances in larger emounts where
it is shtisfied that they are,gentiine. Principal reason for the change
is to give the Board a greater measure of control over such payments and
thus to!ensure that benevolent remittances are not being used by Canadian
residenbs as a means of "beating" the travel ration.

The amount of United States. funds which merchants, hotel keepers
end others ordinarily serving tourists may keep on hand without special

-authorization from the Foreign Exchange Control Board is reduced from
4500 to $250.

The Canada Gazette publication consolidates all amendments to the
Foreign Exchange Control Regulations which have been made since January
1, 1947. Among other revisions is an emendment which provides that,
1n future, doctors, lawyers and otherfprofessional people must ordlnar-
ily obtain payment in U.S. dollars for services rendered by them to
r631dents of the U.3. dollar area.

Honorary,Alde-de-Camp' Cormander Louxs de la Chesnaye Audette, R.C.N. (R)

{Ret'd) who, until the first of the year commanded the Ottawa Nawval _
Division, H.MOC.So “"Carleton", has been appointed Honorary Aide-de-Camp
to the Governor General of Canada, it was announced today at Naval
Service:Headquarters. He succeeds Captain Barry German, R.C.N. (Ret'd).

Cormander Audette was born in Ottawa, April 7, 1907 the son of . |
the late Hon. Justice L. A. Audette of the Exchequer Court of Canada and
Mary Grace Stuart, daughter of Sir Andrew Stuard and Elmire Aubert de
Gaspe. A graduate of the University of Ottawn and the University of
Montreal, he was called to the Bar of the Province of Quebec in 1931 and
practiced law in Montreal until enlisting with the Royel Canadian Naval
Volunteer Reserve in September 1939. i

Upbn discharge after the war, he took up the post of First Secretary
in the Department of External Affairs, attached to the Legal Division.
In addition to his work with the Department he held the post of Director
of the Export Credits Insurance Corporation and & member of the Council
to aid the Commissioner of the North-Wlest Territories in the administra-
tion of:the Territories. He was appointed & member of the Maritime
Commission in October last year., »

(Note: No Bulletin was published Saturday)
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In Parliament Mondays Asked by Mr. Coldwell what is the attitude of the
Govermment of Cenade toward the proclametion of the new state of
; Israel, the Secretary of State for External Affairs, Mr. St. Laurent,
' replled as followss .
"I would prefer to meke no statement at this moment. The
recognition of a new state is a matter of very serious consequence,
The Government is eppraising the situation, &as well as the possible7
consequences and implications of recognition, and as soon as it is ' O
possible to come to & conclusion I shall be gled to inform the House. (

Second reading debate was opened on the Gove”nment'" bill to
amend the Canada Shipping Acto
Solon Low, Social Credit leader, asked the Govermment to build &
j railway line from the Peace River to the Pacific coast.
: v Transport Minister Chevrier said the Govermment still is considering "
the request of seven provinces for a Royal Commission on the railway
problem,
East and west coast members called for the creation of e Canadlan

coastguard,

Today is Budget Day: The Minister of Finance, Mr. Abbott, is to deliver
his ennual Budget speech in the House of Commons, commencing at 8
o'clock this evening,

Mr. Martin on Health Programme: In outlining Canade's new national health
programme before the Canadian Public Health Association at Vancouver v
on Mey 18, the Minister of National Health and Wélfare, Mr. Martin,
spoke in part as follows:

"For generations the public health profession in Canada has been
fighting what in many respects was & rear-guard action ageinst disease.
It has had great successes, but it is now finally provided with the
extra resources necessary for it to take the offensive.

i "Our programme for the future must be a dynamic one. It must

| change to fit the needs of the times., Qur aim is to raise the level

3 of health in Canada to the highest in the world. No less objective is

worthy of our efforts. o o «

"We cannot altogether gquarantine our economy agalnst world economic
§ disaster and the widespread malnutrition and disease that would follow

| ' in its wake. Another disaster -- atomic war -- could make a mockery of

civilizaetion, and sweep away the health advances of a century by employ-

ing the most brilliant discoveries of science to destroy all that science
ha's created, We can only trust that -- despite the threats of chaos and
disaster -- men of good=will can continue their work for humanity. o «
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Mr. Abbott's Second Budget: Submitting his second budget in the House of
Cormons Tuesday night, the Minister of Finance, Mr. Abbott, announced
a surplus for the year 1947-48 of 670 million dollars. In view of
the present international and economic situation Mr. Abbott thought
the general policy for the year should be to use the surplus for debt
reduction, thus combatting inflation. He therefore reached the con=-
clusion that the Budget should contain no general tax changes. Complete
text of the Budget Address is contained in Hansard but the follcwing
is the summary of the mein tax changess--

1. Personal Income Tax
AdditTonal exemption of $500. for persons 65 years or over; in
such cases no income tax will be paid on income under $1,250 in
case of single person and $2,000 in case of married person.
Reverue loss for full year estimated at $5,000,000,
2% interest _¥ill be paid by govermment on overpaid taxes up to
$5,000 and %% on amounts over $5,000; penalty retes on under=
payments increased at same time by 2% on underpayments due up to
one month after notice of assessment and by 1% thereafter.
Allowances now granted mining, oil and gas industries for ex=
ploration expenses extended through 1949,

. All remaining emounts of refundable personal income tax to be
repa%d next larch (thet is, refundable taxes for both 1943 and
1944
Revised Income Tax Act to be introduced again at this session for
enactment effective Januery 1, 1949, :

2, Commodity Taxes
Sales tax removed from practically all remaining food items,

including fruits and vegetablea, whether canned, frozen or do=
hydrated,

26% retail sales tax removed from silver=plated knives, forks and
gspoons, alarm clocks of a retail value of $10,00 or less and
braille watches for the blindj=-revenue loss estimated at §$600,000
in full year,

20% tex on admissions to theatres, eto., 26% tax on other place

of entertaimment end 5% tax on pari-mutuel bets repealedj=«revenus
loss in full year estimated at $23,500,000,

87 special excise tax on imports from general tariff countries
repealed---revenue loss in full year estimated at $2,100,000,
Other miscellaneous changes include removal of 60¢ per gallon tax
on spirits used in vinegar; slight modification of tax schedule
applying to matches; exemption of lémm. projectors from 25%
excise tax; exemption of wheel chairs for invaelids, hay presses,
crushed stone and orushed gravel and one or two other items from
8% sales tax.

No changes in tax on 11quor and tobacco,

3. Succession Duties
General exemption inereased from $5,000 to $50 000, thus relieving

90% of ell estates entirely {rom this Dominion impost°--revenue
 1oss in full year estimated at $5,000,000.
Limit of 50% of the total estate now imposed on the exemption for

bequests to charity removed.

(over)
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National Groups The Department of External Affairs announced Iy 18 that
e National Group for Canada has been appointed by the Canadian Govern-
ment. The following have agreed to act as members of the National Groups--

The Right Honourable Thibaudeau Rinfret,
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada;

The Honourable J. C. McRuer,
Chief Justice of the High Court of Ontariog

The Honourable Thane Campbell,
Chief Justice of Prince Edward Island;

The Honourable W. M. Martin, ~
Chief Justice of Saskatchewan;

Jeo T. Hackett, Esq., KeCo, MoPo,
President of the Canadian Bar Association.

The National Group has been appointed to function under the provi=-
sions of the Statute of the International Court of Justice for the
purpose of nominating candidates to the International Court.. It has
also been asked to make recommendations to the Govermment of candidates
who might be nominated to the International Law Commission,

Members of the Court will be elected by the General Assembly and
the Security Council of the United Nations during the course of the third
session of the Assembly while members of the International Law Commission
will be elected by the Assembly during the course of its third session.
Members of the Court will be elected from candidates submitted by National
Groups to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Members of the
International Law Commission will be elected from candidates nominated
by Goverrnments.

Air Force Day June 12: The second annual Air Force Day of the Royal Canadian
Kir Force is to be held this year on Saturday June 12 and RCAF Stations
across the country will hold open house, to which the public is invited,
it is announced by the Honourable Brooke Claxton, the Minister of
National Defence.
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In Parliement Wednesday: The House of Commons continued its debate on
proposed housing legislation.
A Progressive Conservative sub-amendment calling for local
housing; authorities to provide low-rental housing and undertake slum
- clearance was ruled out of order.

5 Canada's Congratulations: The Department of External Affairs has released
the text of a message of congratulations which the Prime Minister of
i Canada has requested the Canadian Ambassador to China, the Honourable
B . Thomas Clayton Davis, to convey to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek on
o the occasion of his inauguration as President of the Republic of China
| on May 20. The message reads:
| ‘ " 'The election by the National Assembly of a President
3 of the Republic of China under the new Constitution will
' ' be a source of satisfaction and pride in all countries where
representative government is cherished. I send hearty con-
gratulations to Your Excellency upon being elected as the
first President of the Republic, and cordial greetings and
] warmest of good wishes to you on behalf of the Government
and people of Canada on the occasion of Your Excellency's
inauguration, '

(Signed) W.L. Mackenzie King.!
Congratulations were also sent to General Li Tsung-jen-who is
being inducted as Vice-President of China in the same ceremony.

Sasks.tchewan Election June 24: Premier T. C. Douglas Wednesday night called
a oaskatchewan general election for Thursday, June 24,

! New Brunswick Election June 28: New Brunswick voters will go to the polls
% Monday, June 28 to elect members to the 52-seat provincial Legislature.
The election date was announced Wednesday by Premier John B. licNair,

Radioactive Minerals: The Ontario Minister of Mines, lir. Frost; announced
TWednesday discovery of radioactive minerals near Coral Rapids, 80
miles north of Cochrane and about 75 miles southwest of the James Bay
port of Moosonee. v - :

It is the most promising discovery ever made in the province,
he said in a 175-word statement.

The announcenent said more than 1,000 square miles of the James
Bay basin has been opened for claim-staking. (cp)

Flood Conditions: Floods are sweeping wide-separated areas in North?rnA
Tnitoba and Alaska, while in Alberta the situation in the Rossington
district is at least temporarily better, a Canadian Press d§3patgh
of May 19 from Winnipeg stated. A further.rise in ‘the Pembina river,
however, is expected as & result of mquntaln run-off.
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In Parliament Thursday: Postmaster-General Bertrand announced that all
letters up to one ounce will be carried by air mail to any part of
Canada served by Trans-Canada Air Lines, at the ordinary four—cent
rate,

The House of Commons gave second readlng to the rental-insurance
bill after defeating, 107 votes to 30, a CCF motion favo“lng houslng
“subsidies,

State Secretary Gibson's motion for committee study of the
possibility of establishing & national library was adopted.

The Secretary of State for External Affairs, Mr. St. Laurent,
said new defence-base treaty arrangements will have to be made Wlth
the United States if Newfoundland enters Confederation.

Canada'° Good Wishes: The Department of External. Affairs on Mny 20 re=-
leased the text of a telegram sent by the Prime Minister, Mr. Mackenzie
King, to Signor Luigi Einaudi, first President of the Italian Republic.
Text of the telegram follows:

"It affords me execptional pleauure to extend
to Your Excellency, on the occasion of your election
as first President of the Italian Republic, best of
wishes on behalf of the Govermment of Canada., My
colleagues and I look forward with confidence, during
your tenure of this high office, to the strengthening
of the bonds of understanding and friéndship between
our two free democracies."

mr. Claxton Visits the North: The Hon. Brooke Claxton, Minister of Netional
Defence, will visit the Joint Services Experimental Station at Fort
Churchill, Man., this week-end. If time and conditions permit, ‘he may
visit at 1east one other northern station.

The Minister will leave QOttawa by Service aircraft on Friday
morning and will be accompanied by Dr. 0.M. Solandt, Director-General
of Defence Research. First stop will be at Winnipeg where the party
will be joined by Brig. J.P.E. Bernatchez, officer commanding Prairie
Camand, and Air Commodore M. Costello, Air officer commanding No. 11
Group, RCAF.

Mr., Claxton's visit to Churchill at this time is part of a pre-
v1ously announced routine inap@ction of defence installations in the
north -- an inspection he had hoped to make last March but was obliged
to postpone. He will return to Ottaws on Sunday or londay.

While in Churchill, the Minister will present to the station
officers' mess a photograph of Winston Churchill and an engraving of
the first Baron Churchill after whom the Churchill River was named.
They are gifts from four eminent British defence scientists who visited
Canada last fall, and are accompanied by a framed message signed by the
four: Sir Henry Tizard, chdirman, of the Defénce Research Policy Com-
mittee; Sir Ben Lockspeiser, Chief Scientist, Ministry of Supply; Dr.
0.H. Wansbrough~Jones, Scientific Adviser to the Army Council, and
Dr. J.A. Carroll, Deputy Controller (Research and Developmentj of the
Admiralty. Ir. Churchlll's photograph is autographed and bears the
inscription: "To Fort Churchill and its friends since 1685."

(over)
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"Magnificent" Sails May 253 The Royal-Canadian Navy's new aircraft 6§rrier,

Tlagnificent", will sail from Belfast May 25, arriving at her Halifax
base on June 1, it was announced at Naval Service Headquarters May 20.

The 18,000~ton carrier has only recently returned to the Northern
Ireland po*t the scene of her commissioning in early April, following
month-long sea trials off Portsmouth. At Belfast, Mh&nlflcent" will
embark the planes and personnel of the 19th Carrier,Air Group, con-
sisting of 803 and 825 Squadrons, which will form her air striking force.
Air and maintenance crews have been training in the aircraft -- Firefly
IV's and Sea Furies -~ at the Royal Navy'!s Air Station at Eglinton,
Northern Ireland.

43 Years w1th 48th' Quartermaste‘ Sergeant Oscar P. Ardagh, MBE, 60 of

loronto, still serving in the Camadian Army Reserve Force after 43 years
with the famed  48th Highlanders -of Canada, will receive. the first of-

the new Réserve Army certificates for “"devotion to duty during the War
1939-1945," Army Headquarters announced May 20.

‘The certlflcates are being issued to those whose military service
was in the Reserve Army only during the Second World War, and records
reveal thet QMS Ardagh has been a member of the former N.P.A.M. and
present Reserve battalion of the 48th Highlanders for the past 43 years,
without a break, and is still with the same unit. He was awarded the

' MBE for his service durlng +the past war and he also has the Efflclency

Medal with clasp.

George (Buzz) Beurling Killeds A Canadian Press cable from Rome says that

George (Buzz) Beurling, Canada's flying ace of the Secord Great War,
was killed at Urbe airfield May 20, together with 24-year-dld Leonard
Cohen, of Liverpool, when the llght aircraft which Beurllng was testing.

crashed from 700 feet.
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In Parlisment Monday: Replying to a question by Mr. Hackett in the House
© of Commons, as bto whether (Canada would support the United States in
its plea to the Security Council for a declaration that the present
situation in Palestine is a threat to the peace, and, in fact, a
breach of the peace, the Secretary of State for External Affairs, Mr.
St. Laurent, said he was not prepared at that moment to make a categor-
ical answer to the question.

Tributes to the late Mr. Ralston: Members from all corners of the House of
Commons, and Senator Ian Mackenzie in the Senate, paid tribute to the
late Honourable J. L. Ralston. The Prime Minister issued a statement
which read in part as followsg==

"I shall never cease to feel the deepest gratitude for Colonel
Ralston's many years of close co-operation as a colleague in the
administration of Canada's affairs. As a soldier, as a Minister of
the Crowvn and as a war leader Colonel Ralston's services to the allied
forces in two world wars were of the highest distinction. The best
years of his life were given in the most unselfish, devoted and self-
sacrificing measure to the service of our country and to the cause of
freedom."

Seek Full Employments In an effort towards the achievement of full employ-
ment in Canada, the National Employment Service of the Labour Department
is currently making special efforts in regard to youth, older workers
and veterans, and the physically handicaped. Briefly, these efforts
embrace: : - '

(1) Counselling and placement of youth, including high

school and university graduates, in full-time employment
of a nature suited to their personal qualifications,
adaptabilities and interests.
(2) Placement in remunerative employment of senior workers
whose age has been an obstacle in finding work.

(3) Placement of older veterans, as members of the Canadian
Corps of Commissionaires, in positions of confidence and
trust,

(4) Placement of handicapped workers in employment of a

nature best adapted to full use of their capacities and
their special skills and training.

Lower Educational Requirements The educational requirement for enlistment
into the Canadisn armed forces has been lowered slightly to embrace a
large group of young Canadians previously ineligible for entry, the
Hon. Brooke Claxton, Minister of National Defence, announced lay 25,

The standard has previously been junior matriculation “or its
equivalent", with exceptions in the case of certain veterans. The
equivalent has been recognized as a high school leaving certificate or
& commercial, technical or vocational certificate - a standard
established because most technical, radio and clerical trades in the
armed forces required that recruits possess that much formal education
to undertake successfully the training required.

(over)
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CHFC Fort Churchill: The fourth military broadcasting station in the

Canadian far north -- and the most northerly one covering the eastern
arctic -- has been opened by the Army at Fort Churchill, ano It
began operatlng Mey 1, eight hours daily, as radio statldn'CHFCo -

CHFC is owned and operated by the Regimental Institutes of Fort
Churchill and receives its technical advice and assistance from the
‘Royal Canadian Corps of Signals. Fourth in a series of Army broad-
casting stations licenced by the Department of Transport, it provides
entertaimment for Churchill and wvicinity and all northern outposts
within range. At least one more link in the northern chain of broad-
casting stations is planned. This, it is hoped, will be opened in the
near future at Norman Wells on the Mackenzie River.

(Note - No Bulletins'were issued Saturday, May 22, and Monday Mey 24).
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In Parliament Tuesday: A bill by Wilfrid Lacroix, (L--Quebec-hontno"ency)
to outlaw communists was debated in the House of Commons.

John R. MacNicol (PC--Toronto Davenport) said industrial devel-
opment of the Maritimes will be retarded as long as those Provinces
lack cheap. electric power.

The Budget Debate was continued.

\

Legion for Immigration: The Canadian legion, in national convention at
Saskatoon, came out Tuesday for expanded immigration, a Canadian Press
despatch reported.

Its hundreds of delegates shouted their approval of a committee
recommendation for the entry of considerable numbers, particularly
Britons, and for Canada to accept her fair share of displaced persons.

Philip S. Fisher of lontreal, Committee Chairmen, told the con-
vention that the tenor of some 75 resolutions indicated that veterans
have been re-established to the point where it may now be considered
in the national interest that immigration uhould be contenplated on a

larger scale,

Manitoba Fires: Two hundred rnien, organized into crews, and assisted by
three aircraft, on Tuesday fought 10 fires in the Lake Winnipeg area.
Nine of the fires are reported raging out of control, Canadian Press
reported.

Forest officials say most of the fires were started by lightning.
Most of the area east of Lake Winnipeg has had little or no rain this
year and the whole area is considered a dangerous fire hazard.

The force of firefighters, aided by three aircraft of the Manitoba

Government air service, was formed by the Provincial Forestry Branch in |

co-operatlon with local authorities,

Employment and Earnings: Employment in the major industrial divisions
showed continued curtailment at the first of April, according to the
preliminary tabulations of returns for that date by the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics. On the base 1926 average as 100, the advance
index in the eight leading industries was 185.5 as compared with 188.9
at March 1 and 180.7 at April 1, 1947.

Substantial reductions in employment as compared with a month
earlier were reported in New Brunswick, Quebec and Ontario, in which
there were important seasonal contractions in logging operations. On .
the whole, there were moderate increases in the four Western provinces.
The changes in Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island were slight.

Partly due to losses in working time during the Easter holidays,
and partly as a result of declining employment, there was a falling-
off in the index of payrolls at April 1, when the advance figure was
2.4 per cent below thzt at March 1, 1948, although it was higher by 12.8
per cent than at April 1, 1947. The average weekly earnings of the
salaried employees and wage-earners employed by leading establishments
amounted to $39.03 at April 1 as compared with $39.49 at llarch 1, 1948,

and $35.73 at April 1, 1947.
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In Parliament Wednesdays Prime UMinister Mackenzie King outlined a lengthy
list of legislation still to'be considered.by Parliesment.
The Secretary of State for Exterml Affairs, Mr. St. Laurent,
said Canadian recognition of Israel is still under consideration.
The Budget Debate was continued. “

\

National Harbours Report: An increase of fourteen per cent in aggregate
cargo tonnage at national harbours in 1947, and higher operating
revenues and expenditures, are disclosed by the twelfth annual report
of the National Harbours Board, presented to Parliament on May 26 by
the Honourable Lionel Chevrier, Minister of Transport, ’

The aggregate cargo tonnage in 1947 was 31,163,000 as compared
with 27,172,000 in 1946, The increase over the previous year was
3,991,000 tons, or 14 per cent., Every harbour had a greater volume of
traffic than in the previous year. Domestic traffic increased by 19
per cent and foreign by 12 per cent.

Vessel arrivals in 1947 numbered 42,876, with an aggregate net
registered tonnage of 29,856,000, In 1946 the figures were 39,823

vessels, tonnage 26,878,000,

Employment Picture: Canadian workers continue to enjoy record levels of
employment and income, Labour Minister Mitchell reported May 26 in
his monthly statement on manpower conditions, .

In fact, Mr. Mitchell pointed out the incidence of unemployment
in Canada during the two complete post-war years of 1946 and 1947 was
even less than that in the United States, and the American record
itself has been outstanding. During these two years, unemployment in
Canada averaged 3 and 2 per cent respectively of the civilian labour
force. The comparative figures for the United States were 4 and 3.5
per cent, '

At present, total employment in Canada is over 100,000 more than
one year ago. Monthly wage and salary payments;, too, have so far been
considerably above last year's totals. And during the past month,
Canadian industries have been rapidly absorbing nearly all available

manpower resources,

Crop Conditions: Temperatures over the Prairie Provinces during the past
week have ranged from nine to 12 degrees above normal and the warm
weather, combined with clear skies and drying winds, has made for near
jdeal seeding conditions in all three provinces. Excellent progress
has been made in seeding, particularly in southern areas. Early-seeded
crops are germineting well and growth is rapid. Gragshoppegs are
beginning to hatch in Saskatchewan and Alberta: In Saskatchewan, wire
worm damage to early seeded crops is becoming noticeable in some areas.

Health and Welfare Appointment: J. R. Menzies of Montreal has been promoted
by the Civil Service Commission to head the public health engineering
division of the Department of National Health and \ielfare. 7

Announcement of the promotion was made here today by Hon. Paul
Martin, Minister of National Health and Welfare. Formerly supervising
engineer, Atlantic region, Mr. lenzies has been acting chief of the
division since the retirement of G. H. Ferguson of Ottawa last Qctober,
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Research Scholarships: Scholaréhips have been gfanted by the National

Research Council of Canada to 169 graduates to enable them to pursue
postgraduate studies during the academic year 1948-49, There are ‘
twenty-five fellowships at $900,, sixty-three studentships at $750.,
seventy-five bursaries at $450. tenable at Canadian universities,
and ten special scholarships ranging in value from $500. to $1000,
awarded for study abroad. The nominal value of all scholarships for
the year is §107,900. Last year 145 scholarships having a nominal
value of $99,250 were held. The amount actually expended by Council
on scholarships account during the year was $69,111.90.
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Budget Debate Concluded: The House of Commons Thursday night gave épproval
in principle to the Budget. CCF and Progressive Conservative amend-
ments were defeated by votes of 122 to 30 and 72 to 54 respectively.
The Budget had been presented on May 18. The conclusion of the Budget
Debate at this date was considered to make probable the prorogation of
Parliament toward the end of June. S

$20,000,000 Housing Program: :A $20 million nation-wide housing program to
provide new accommodation for over two thousand married members of the
Armed Forces was announced lMay 27 in the House of Commons by the
Honourable Brooke Claxton, Minister of National Defencs. ' -

The program will be a direct contribution to relief of housing
shortages in civilian communities. In moving into service married
quarters, service families will make housing available for civilian
families.

This year's program - one of the largest housing projects under-
taken in Canada - calls for completion of 2,350 new houses for serving
personnel in the Navy, Army, R.C.A.F. and Defence Research Board,
mostly in remote areas. While this figure is a target, the actual num-
bers completed in each locality depending on supplies of materials and
labour, progress so far made shows that a substantial number of the
houses will be ready for occupancy before next winter.

A thorough study has been made of the housing problem for Armed
Forces personnel in both congested urban areas and remote localities.
This year'!s progrem is part of a comprehensive plan to provide accom=-
modation where civilian accommodation is not likely to be provided,
and where the needs of those with large families and inadequate living
space must be met as soon as possible. Allotment of these homes will
be made irrespective of rank solely on the basis of the size of the
family and the need existing, but rental rates will be the normal
quarters allowance according to rank or position.

Houses to be constructed will vary in size from four to six rooms
and in cost from approximately $6,500 to 38,000 each, apart fram the
costs of services. They will be permanent structures built of durable
materials and designed to provide maximum comfort within the price
range.

; First construction contracts were let and building materials
assembled early in the year to take advantage of the building season.
Of the 2,350, no less than 1,179 new units were under constructlonAat

April 1, 1948,

Commissions: Details of a plan whereby other ranks may be
Tor commissions in the Army and Air Force and in technical
branches of the Navy were announced May 28 by the Hon. Brooke Claxton,
Minister of National Defence. This plan involves attendance of can-
didates, at public expense, at either of the two Canadian Services

Colleges or Canadian universities.

Education for
upgraded

(over)
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All such candidates must have a minimum of nine months satisfac-
tory service in the regular force and educational qualifications of
senior matriculation or its equivalent. Courses have been arranged
so that these educational standards can be obtained within the services,

For the present year, all candidates for university training must
be under 25 years of age as of June 30, 1948, but it is planned to
reduce this limit annually by one year until it reaches a maximum age
of 23 on June 30 in the year concerned. For entrance to the Canadian
Services Colleges, candidates must be ummarried and under 21 years of
age on Januery 1, 1948, This age limit will be reduced by one year in
1949, :

If selected for university training, candidates will be classed as
sergeants (or equivalent) for purposes of pay. Those selected for one
of the Canadian Services Colleges will be given the status of service
cadet and will receive the pay of a private or equivalent. 1In each
case candidates will be required to take the full training of the Cana-
dian Officer's Training Corps, University Naval Training Division or
University Air Training Plan, including a 1l6-weeks practical training
period each summer. During the summer training period candidates will
be given officer status and paid as second lieutenants or equivalent.

Tuition and other university expenses, including text books, will
be paid a. public expense throughout the course, while those attending
the Canadian Services Colleges will have their fees paid by the Depart-
ment of National Defence, including cost of uniforms, books, laundry
and other expenses. '
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» International Trade ;F’airvopened: The Canadian International Trade Fair

-opened Saturday, bul even before its exhibits were unpacked sales

were made involving thousands of dollars, said the Canadian.Presé
report from Toronto.

One exhibitor sold 200 office safes before he could put his show
in place, and another had an order for 1,000 dozen toys thrust aﬁ
him while he was still bending over his crates.

~ 0fficials believe that millions of dollars of business will be
transacted in the next fortnight among the 32 countries exhibiting
and the 35,000 buyers from 79 countries.

The fair was opened by the Governor-General, Viscount Alexander,
while a 19-gun salute boomed and Vampire ]et-propelled planes of the
RCAF-added " td  the impressiveness of the occasion.

lIis k¥xcellency said in part;-- :

"The world is now in the midst of a truly gigantic effort to
repair the ravages of what has been, commercially, the most destructe-
ive war in the whole period of modern history. The most urgent
immediate task is to find ways and means of rebuilding the trade
between the 0ld World and the New, in fully restored volume and on a
self-sustaining basis. On the winning of that first objective depends
the healthy revival of commerce in all quarters of the globe.

"In order to develop trade that is founded on a lasting basis of
goodwill, personal confidence and mutual benefit, men must meet and
transact business together. It has been the confident hope of the
Government of Canada that by holding en International Trade Fair on
this side of the Atlantic, this new-world nation can make its mos%d
useful and most timely contribution toward re-establishing among business
men : of many different countries, the personal contacts that are.the
very essence and foundation of good trade relations."

Hon. James A. Mackinnon, as Acting Minister of Trade and Commerce,
seid in part at the opening luncheon:;--

"Whatever your association with the Fair may have been, whether
in an active or an advisory capacity, you have the sincere thanks of
the Govermment of Canada. This Fair is more than a unique dlsplay of
products and skills. It is more than a great meeting place for men
of industry and commerce. It is a practical expression of humanity's
deep longing for peace and for the fruits of peace. It demonstrates.
above all, confidence in the ability of the nations to construct'a
better world, a world free from destructive strife -- a world offerlng

more enduring happiness for all mankind."

Fraser Valley Floods: Air Force Headquarters Sunday night announced can~

cellation of all regular RCAF air transport schedules in an effort te
speed 260,000 sandbaps from Montreal to the flood-stricken Fraser

Valley in Brltlsh Columbia,
The cancellation of all regular transport flights will “continue

until Tuesday when a flight will be made between Edmonton and Whitehorse
to bring food to the northern area.

(over)
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A Canadian Press despatch from Calgary said that a fleet of Trans.
Canada Airlines, taking off almost hourly from Calgary municipal air-
port, carried almost 1,200 persons over flood-devastated British’
Columbia Sunday, '

Most of the airline passengers were rail passengers who had:been
stranded on either side of the rail washouts in the [raser Valley.
Both Canadian Pacific and Cenadian National railways lines are b{QQKQQ
for the first time in history.

Monument to Author: The erection of a stone monument and tablet to com=
memorate the work 'of Lucy Maud Montgomery, author of -the well-known
book, "Anne of Green Gables", was among the recommendations adopted by
the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canade at their annusl:
meeting held recently in Ottawa. The site of the: monument will be near
the famous Green Gables house at Cavendish in Prince Edward Island
National Park, one of the great scenic attractions on the island.
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State of Emergency in B.C.: Premier Byron Johnson of British Columbia last

- night declared a state of emergency existed in British Columbia as

swollen rivers reaped a mounting toll of collapsed dikes, damaged

- farmlands and flood-stricken homeless, Canadian Press reported.

Premier Johnson empowered Col. Snow, €Commander of the Army in B.C.,

- .to call out troops in the Province to “comuat the flood as well as any
~ other matters arising out of this emergency."

Col. T. E. Snow, B.C. Army Commander, was glven authority %o call
on all citizens to help and‘"wherever necessary, solicit transport or
essential materials,m

- Prenier Johnson said the seriousness of the flood situation in the
Fraser Valley and the lower mainland of B.C. made necessary a unified -
control of all agencies engaged in combating the flood menace.

‘The Army will be associated with the Navy, Air Farce, B.C. Police,
the Red Cross and Govermment agencies. But all people will come under
the direction of Col. Snow, Army Commander. ]

' Mr.ﬂllsléy Announces Retirement: Referring to newﬁpaper stories which had

been appearing at various times since the first of the year to the

~effect that he would soon be appointed a judge, Mr, Ilsley, the Minister

of Justice, said on May 31 that these were unfounded. It was true,

" however, that he would be retiring from the Govermment at the end of

June with a view to resuming the practice of law., He would seek admis=~
sion to the Bar of Quebec and enter the firm of Ralston, Kearney, Duquet
& MacKay, of Montreal, The matter had been under discussion by himself
and the partners of the firm over a period of months and a decision

- beceme necessary upon Colonel Ralston's sudden death,

Mr. Ilsley said that after twenty-two years in public life it was
now necessary for him to give attention to his personal affairs and that
this was the sole reason for the step he was taking. He deeply regretted
the severance of his long connection with a Government whose pollcles he

had taken part in shaping and whole-heartedly approved.

Yale, B.Co, Byelectlon- 0. L, Jones, C.CoF., On Monday night was conceded

Sees

election in the Yale federal by-election, & gain in the House of Commons
from the Progressive Conservative Party, Canadian Press reported from

Kelowna, B.C,
With results from 112 out of 122 polls Jones was more than 3, 500

votes ahead of his nearest opponent.

With no more results expected Monday night, Mr. Jones led with
10,576 votes; E. J. Chambers, Liberal, was second with 6,936, and W. A. C.
Bennett Progressive Conservatlve, was third with 6,900, . R

National Income at $15 Billion: Canada's total national income will

probably reach an all-time high of more than $15,000,000,000 this year,

Trede Minister Howe predicted at Winnipeg last nlghto_
In a speech prepared for delivery to the Industrial Development
Board of Manitoba, he said the forecast was dependent on an absence of

work stoppages to slow production,
The forecast, he continued, was for a national income of from $1 500, -

000,000 to $2,000,000,000 hlgher than last year and three times as hlgh
as in 1939,

(over)
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"In spite of some shortages in fuel, power and certain basic
materials such as steel and lumber, the national outlook for 1948
continues to be promising", he said. h '

"The general outlook.for Canada this year has been greatly
improved by the successful culmination of ERP discussion", Mr. Howe C
said, "Arranpgements have been made to maintain our flow_of major
commodity exports to the United Kingdom."

Currency Regulation: The Department of External Affairs announced June 1
that, according to information received from the Italian Legation in
Ottawa, foreign tourists entering Italy are required to declare
fo*elgn currency in their possession. o

The Italian customs authorities will supply the tourist with a
certificate without which it will not be. possible to re-export.cur-
rency or to exchange it at Italian banks,

Netherlands Awards: Personnel of the Canadian Army resident in the QOttawa
area, who received Netherlands awards during the Second World War,
received their decorations June 1 from the Netherlands Ambassador,
Dr. J. H. van Roijen. The investiture was carried out at the Nether-
lands Embassy, 361 Mariposa Road, Rockeliffe, at 6:00 p.m. Invited
guests included the Minister of Natlonal Defence, Hon Brooke Claxton,
the Deputy Minister, Mr. W. G. 1Mills, and other senior officials of
National Defence Headquarters and the Army. .

HhJor General Tickell Visiting: Iajor-General Sir Eustace F. Tickell, CB,
CBE, MC, Lnglneer-ln-Chlef at the British War Office, will visit
Ottawa on June 4 and 5 to confer with Army officials here, the lMinister
of National Defence announced May 3l1. He will be’accompanied by
Colonel J. C., Walkey, CBE, of the British Army Staff, ueshlngton, and
Colonel Rowland D. Brown of the United States Army.

_ While in Ottawa Sir Eustace will visit the Chief of" the General
Staff and will confer with the Quartermaster-General and senior Canadian
Army engineer officers. He will also meet Brig. J. L. m51v1lle,~Colonel

Cormandant of the Royal Canadian Engineers.

Re-impose Control: Owing to its strategic importance and to the unfavourable
domestic supply position, it has been found necessary to re-impose
controls on the exportation of lead bullion, lead base bullion, lead in
pigs and bars, lead castings, lead alloys, antlnonlal lead and antlmonuﬂ
lead scrap, reclaimed lead, lead scrap and dross, effective on and after
‘May 26, 1948, it was announced May 31 by the Department of Trade and ‘

Commerce.
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- In Parliament Tuesday: Members in all corners of the House of Commons paid
tribute to Justice Minister Ilsley who W111 retire from the Government
at the end of thé month.

Prime Minister Mackenzie Klng said the Govermment is prepared to
assist flood-stricken British Columbia to the fullest.

The Commons commenced consideration of the Budget in detail

One Progressive Conservative supported and two Liberals opposed a
private bill to legalize oleomargarine.

Senator W. D. Euler (L--Ontario) pave notice of a motion asking
the Senate to express the opinion that the Govermment should have the
Supreme Court rule on the validity of sections of the Deairy Act coverlng
margarine.,

- British Columbia Flood Situation: Just when British Columbia flood fighters

thought river levels were dropping and relief was in sight, the Sumas
Prairie dike, about 55 miles east of Vancouver, near Chilliwack, broke
on Tuesday and water coursed through an 80 foot gap over 1,200 acres of
rich farmland.

The evacuation of about 1,000 persons was under way--about 500
persons were from the 1nundated Mennonite settlement of Greendale. Sheep
and cattle were believed trapped, according to latest Canadian Press
despatches., '

Army officials estimated et least 9,000 persons have been made
homeless in the Fraser Valley alone. Property damage earlier was estimated
at $20,000,000,

Embassy in Rome: The Department of External Affairs announced June 2 that
on the proposal of the Canadian Govermnment, an agreement has been reached
between the Govermments of Canada and Italy to raise their respective
Legations in Ottawa and in Rome to the rank of Embassies.
The President of the Italian Republic has given hlS agrement o
the appointment, as Canadian Ambassador, of Mr. Jean'Desy who is at pre-
" sent accredited as Minister Plenipotentiary to Italy.

War Assets Sales $430,175,000: Sales totalling $6,197,600 during March and
April have brought the grand total of receipts by War Assets Corporation
_ from the disposal of war surplus to $430 175 OOO accordlng to e statement

" issued by the Corporation.

Chemicals Output Up: Output from the chemicals and allied products industries
‘of Cenade in 1947 totalled $448 million compared with $376 million in
1946, an increase of 19 per cent, according to an estimate based on the
80 per cent sample of unrevised census of industry reports filed with
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics before the end of April. It is likely
that the present estimate will be‘W1th1n three or four per cent of the

final totals.

(qver)
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Cargo Vessels For Sales Because no satisfactory bids were received for
two Canadian built cdrgo vessels recently placed on the market, Park
Steamships Co., Ltd., acting as agents for War Assets Corporatlon,
is again offering these vessels, and this timé without restriction
as to minimum price. Thé vessels are the S.S. "Fort Providence"
and S.S. "Fort Wrangell®, each 10,000 tons deadwelght 0il burners,
Victory type.

Relinquishes Command: Major-General B. M. Hoffmeister, CB, CBE, DSO, ED,
4T, who bhas been commanding the 15th Infartry Brigade (Resarve Force)
wlth headquarters in Vancouver, has relinquished his command on
transferring to the Supplementary Reserve, it is announced.

Fitness Agreement: The Province of Alberte and the federal Goverment have
ronewed their agreement under the National Physical Fitness Act for
three years, the Minister of National Health and Welfare, Hon. Paul

Martin, has announced.
Under this agreement the federal Government undertakes “to share

with the province the cost of’ carrying out a fitness and recreational
programme in Alberta.

.-50-’
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In Parliament Wednesday- .The Government, in a Budget amendment was given
power to end at any time the tempo*a"y suspen81on of the . preferentlal
tariff on British cottons and rayons.

The Minister of Fisheries, lUr. MacKinnon, indicated the United
Kingdon’ Wlll nake no change in restrlctlons on money taken out of -
Brltalno
' " Hon. John T. Haig, Progr6351ve Conservative Leadevkln the Senate,
said a Governnent b111 to 3pur constructlon of rental housing is bound

to fail.

Trade and Peace: "“War and the fear of war is your enemy. There can be no
endurlng prosperlty or stability for Canada in a wa*rlng'wovld - through
exports or in any other way," the Under-Secretary of State for External’
Affairs, Mr. Pearson, told the Canadian Exportérs! Association luncheon,’
‘International Trade Fair, at Toronto on June 2, in an address on, “Peace
Prosperity and International Trade."

Declarlng that immediate trading’ proflts and advantages in the long

. run meant nothing if they were secured in condltlons of 1nternat10na1
anarchy, he proceededo-- ’ :

"Trade may have once followed the flag, but when, in thls age of
splitting atoms, guided nissiles and scattering germs, that flag becomes
the emblem of war, then trade follows it into the abyss. The war of the
future will create a desert and a wilderness, in which even the victors!
trade may well disappear and die, or return to the primitive conditions.
of the dark ages, ' ' '

"So I suggest that the first principle of trade is peace and its
greatest protection is a foreign policy that will promote that goodAW111
and confidence and security without which there can be no peace

e

Netherlands Air Agreement: The Department of External Affairs anndunces that
an Agreement for Air Services between Canada and the Netherlands was
signed June 2 in Ottawa. This Agreement provides for an exchange of
full traffic rights between both countries but an exchange of notes
attached to the Agreement limits operations for the present to direct
carriage between Canada and the Netherlands. The Honourable Lionel
Chevrier, Minister of Transport, signed on behalf of the Government of
Canadsa, and His Excellency Dr. J. H. van Roijen, the Netherlands
Ambassador in Canada, signed on behalf of the Netherlands Govermment.

Labor Petition: Canada's two great labor congresses joined Wednesday in
formally petitioning the Dominion Govermment to throw out Prince Edward

Island's new labor legislation.
In a 20,000-word petition, they termed the new law unconstitutional

and dlscvlmlnatory and called on the Cabinet to wipe it off the statute
books under its power to disallow any provincial law,

The protested measure, passed March 15, would outlaw all national
and international unions from the island province, except on the rail-

way. (CP)

(over)
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To Welcome Immigrants: 'The Acting Minister of Mines snd Resources, Hon.
James A. MacKinnon, will go to Montreal to welcome, personally, United
Kingdom immigrants arriving June 4th,-by Tréns-Canada Air Lines, under
the Canadian Government Charter Air Service,. it was announced in’ l
Ottawa. Accompanying Mr. MacKinnon will be Deputy Minister H. L.
Keenleyside.

Arrangements have been made et Canadian Immigration offlces in the
United Klngdam to provide intending immigrants with advisory serv1ces
designed to give them practical advance knowledge of Canadian lifes
This service covers the provision of information on living conditions’
and employment in each province, wage rates, climate, social services,
etc. ‘Officers of the Department of Labour, stationed at each 1mmigra—
tion office, will advise on prospects for employment and, wherever
possible, arrange definite placement in Canadian JObS before the 1mmigrant

"~ leaves the United Kingdom.

Col. Browne's Resignations Resignation of Col. P. L. Browne, M. Cey of Ottawa»
and Montreal, director of the voluntary war rellef.D1v181on, Department
of National Health and Welfare, was announced June 2 by Hon. Paul Martin.

"Col. Browne has directed the division 31nce its creation in My,
1944, The division will be contlnued for a few months under the
supervision of Mrs. D. B. Slnclair, Executlve Assistant to the Deputy
Minister of Welfare.

, Mr. Martin praised Col. Browne's sound judgment and efflclency and
his "unfailing sympathy' in assisting the many voluntary organizations

he dealt’ with.

" Railway Wage Disputes Honourable Humphrey Mitchell, Minister’ of Labour, -
announced June 1 at Welland that he has decided to reconvene two Con-
ciliation Boards which he established earlier this year to deal with
‘disputes between the major.Canadian railways. and various groups . of
their employees. Both Boards are under the Chairmeénship of Mr. Justice
Je C. A. Cameron, of the Exchequer Court of Canada, Qttawa.
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In Parliament Thursday: Prime Minister Mackenzie King said the Government
is prepared to provide financial aid for relief of British Columbla
flood-stricken areas, :

Justice Minister Ilsley said he does not know whether prosecu-
tions w111 be instituted against alleged combines in the optical trade.

Ilsley indicated action will be taken to curb mentally-

deranged sex offenders,

John Diefenbaker (PC--Lake Center) warned against ending Empire
agreements in favor of trads with the rest of the world.

Maritime members urged the Government to direct the Bureau of
Statistics to compile figures on interprovincial trade.

Post Office Department estimates were considered.

"Senator Ian Meckenzie (L--British Columbia) described Senate
rules as the worst in the Parliementary world.

Newfoundland Referendum: A second referendum to decide Newfoundland's
political future was reported by Canadian Press Friday morning to be
almost sure. Reports at this time said the second referendum would
be a straight issue between responsible government and confederation
with Canada, with commission govermment dropped from the ballot paper.
Friday morning's latest available report on the vote of June 3 was
about 19,000 votes for commission government; confederation 53,000
and responsible govermment more than 59,000, These totals were said
to cover 132,000 of the 176,000 eligible voters.

Economic Conditions: Production has moved upward throughout the first part
of the year and prices which had shown signs of stabilizing in March
rose again in April, according to the April issue of the Canadian i
Statistical Review just released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.
April's upsurge in department store sales may be due in part to the
repayment of compulsory savings that occurred towards the end of March.
Contracts for residential construction have continued at more than

double last year's level.

Investlgate’lnsect Pestss The life hablts of biting insect pests and
various methods for their control will be thoroughly investigated by
eight field parties now moving into the Canadian North, it was
announced in Ottawa June 3 by the Defence Research Board. Laboratory
investigation will be carried out at the same time at Fort Churchill.

Ontario Forest Fires: Two great forest fires in HlSSiSS&givand Chapleau
districts joined late Thursday afternoon and turned eastward, pushed
by strong westerly'w1nds, e Globe and Mail special despatch from

Blind River read.
Hundreds of fire-fighters now are faced with a fire front ex-

tending 72-miles.
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Bulgarian Requirements The Department of External Affairs has been advised

Arctic Expedition: Three United States ships -- a Navy icebreaker,

that a recent Bulgarian law for the nationalization of urban real
estate requires that foreigners owning such property, should register

by June 15, 1948, a declaration of ownershlp with the Municipal

Peoples! Coun011 of the municipality in which the property is located.

The Bulgarian law is understood to define urban real property,
subject to nationalization, as property owned by private persons and
corporations for which receipt of income from invested capital is
obtained and which is situated within the limits of urbanization plans.

The Department of External Affairs is requesting én extension of
the deadline for the registration of such declarations, but is unable
to state whether favourable action will be taken by the Bulgarlan

authorltles on this request.

a Coast

Guard icebreaker and a Navy cargo ship -- will proceed to Canadian

‘Arctic¢ waters this summer to resupply the existing weather -stations

which, as previously ammounced, have been jointly established there

by the Canadian and United States Govermments and to reconnoitre sites
for further weather stations to be jointly installed next year. Cana-
dian representatives will participate in the expedition.

The -ships will be commanded by Captain George J. Dufek, United
States Navy, embarked in the U.S.S. "Edisto", icebreaker. Other vessels
participating in the cruise will be the U.S. C G. “Bastwind", 1ceb“eaker,
and the U.S.S. "Wyandot", cargo vessel.

The primary purpose of the expedition is the resupply of the 4
weather stations that have been established at Slidre Fjord, Eureka
Sound; Resolute Bay, Cornwallis Island; South-Eastern Prlnce Patrick
Island; and Isachsen Peninsula, Ellef Ringnes Island.

Helicopters carried aboa“d the vessels will make short-range fllghts

to assist in nav1gatlon through the ice packe

Ontario Election: Ontario!s Progressive Conservative Govermment was re-

elected Monday but Premier Drew went down to personal defeat. ,
The CCF made big gains, sharply reducing the Progressive Con-

servative majority, and replaced the Liberal Party as official QOpposition,

Greatest CCF strength was shown in the 17 Toronto and York rldlngs,
none of which had CCF representation in the last Legislature.

_ Two of the Premier's 15 Cabinet ministers suffered defeat--one to a
CCF candldate, the other to a Liberal. .

Final standings showed 53 Progressive Conservatlves elected 22
CCF members, 12 Liberals, two LabOT—PTOgr6081Ve ‘Party nembers and one

leeral-Labor candidate.
In the last election--June 4, 1945—-Pr0g essive Conservatives won

66 seats, the CCF 8, Liberals 11, Labor—Prog”essiveé 2, Liberal-Labor
candidates 1, Independept Labor‘l and Independent 1.

(over)
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Premier Drew was defeated in Toronto High Park riding by W. H.
Temple, 50-year-old war veteran and manufacturers' sgent, CCF.

The only woman elected was lMiss Agnes lMacphail, who in 1921
became the first woman ever elected to the Federal Parliament.

The two cabinet ministers defeated are Provincial Secretary
Michener and W. G. Webster, Minister without portfolio. (CP)

Air Force Day, June 1235 RCAF plans for the celebration of Air Force Day,
Saturday June 12, in the Ottawa area, which include parades through
Ottawa Saturday morning, and an afternoon air and ground display
open tothe-public, at Rockcliffe asrodrome, were announced this week.

"Open House" at Rockcliffe beginning at 2 ofclock Saturday
afternoon, will have an aserial show including a Vampire air race,
aerobatic displays, a mock bombing demonstration, parachute dropping,
glider flying, and free rides over the city for lucky ticket holders.,
Modern aircraft and equipment will be on show in the comprehensive
ground displays, an exhibition softball game will be played between
the RCAF Flyers, Olympic hockey champions, and RCAF station Rockcliffe,
a precision drill squad will perform and continuous movies will be
shown during the afternoon.

International Union. of Geodesy and Geophysicsy F. T. Davies, superintendent
of the Radio Propagation Laboratories of the Defence Research Board,
will attend the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics to be
held at Oslo, Norway, August 17 to 27, it has been announced by the
Minister of Natlonal Defence.

Other Canadian delegates will represent the Natlonal Research
Council, the Department of Liines and Resources, the Dominion Observatory,
the Meteorologlcal 0ffice, the Arctic Instltute and Canadian univer-
sities. The Canadians w111 pregent 30 papers deallnp with geophy81cs
‘and related subjectss fre :

While in Europe, Mr. Davies will also attend an Inte"natlonal
Radio Scientific Union meeting in Stockholm, Sweden, and sclentlflc
meetings in London, :

; At the same time it has been ammounced that J. C. W. Scott of

the Defence Research Board, has returned from Geneva, Sw1tzer1and"-
where he was scientific adviser to the Canadian delegation attending
a meeting of the International Telecormunications Union. This con=-

ference, at which all major countries are represented, is engaged in
allotting worldwide radio frequencies,

Engineering Institute Annual: Banff National Park is the scene of the.
Annual Meeting of the Engineering Institute of Canada'which is being
held this week.

Delegates from all parts of Canada are taklng part in the
scientific discussions of particular importance at this time. These
include problems of scientific management, water and forest ‘conserva~
tion, hydro development, irrigation projects, flood control, highway
engineering, rural electrification, communlty plannlng, electronlcs,
pulp and-paper, and related matters. - - - R

Dr. Skey'Appointment: Dr. A. J. Skey, of the Defence Research Board,
Ottawa, has been appointed assistant to Colonel G. M. Carrie, Defence
Research Board liaison officer to the United Kingdom, it was announced
by the Minister of National Defence. Dr. Skey has already 1eft for.
his new appointment in London, accompanled by his w1fe.’

(No Bulletin was issued on Saturday, June 5, or Monday, June 7. )
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In Parliament Tuesday: Prime Minister Mackenzie Klng announced a reconstruc-
tion of the Board of Transport Commissioners.
The House of Commons voted 97 to 38 against a CCF attempt to block
Government.action to cancel tariff suspensions on textiles.
The House of Commons gave second reading to the new income tax law,
Justice Minister Ilsley defended the propriety of publishing last
week's report alleging & combine in the optical goods trade before the
launching of prosecutions,
John Diefenbaker (PC--Lake Centre) asked the Govermnment to tell the
country whether Russian spy rings still are operating in Canada.
The Senate heard Senator Ian Mackenzie move that a special committee
" be set up to examine the present allocation of senatorial rep“esenta-
tion. (CP)

Mr. Pearson's Los Angeles Address; Addressing the Convention of Kiwanis'
International at Los Angeles, California, on June 8, on the subject,
“"Phe United States and Canada-in the Post War World"“, the’ Under-Secretary
of State for External Affairs, Mr. Pearson, said in parts--
“....Securlty now can be found only in an association, or associa-
tions, of peaceful, but determined states, organized under the Charter
of the United Nations, the members of which are willing to pool their _
arms and their resources for defence - who will not use those arms except
in defence, but will not hesitate to use them when any. nember of the
-group is attacked. For this purpose they must be Wllllng to surrendetr;
‘no, to utilize, some of their sovereign rights in the interest of their
own greater security, which may meen, indeed w111 mean,’ the securlty of
others....
Y e eeolle know that Burope is the strategic frontier of America, and
that America may be the path of attack against Europe. There is only
one way to meet this menace, by accepting the doctrine that the security
of one member of the group, is the security of all. Any Manchurian,
Ethiopian or Belgian or Pole can prove the validity of that doctrine by
his own experience to any citizen of Omaha or Galveston or Medicine Hat.
It follows, then, that any attack on one member of the group is an atteck
on all and should be treated as such.
The United Nations Charter shows how this can be doné, under Article
51, which recognizes the right of collective self-defence. Well, let's
collect and let's defend ourselves. Under this ‘Article we can form an
association of strong and free democracies which, inspired only by love
of peace, will act as the best deterrent to war...."

British Columbia Flood Reports The three main waterways of British Columbia
Tuesday night threatened new destruction as melting snowcaps on interior
mountains fed their roaring streams.

The 34,000-strong Fraser Valley dyke battalions mustered to meet
the new threat created by swift interior run-offs. GSleepless flood con-
trollers maintained a wary eye on the Fraser tide.

(over)
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At Mission, the valley city of evacuees, the Fraser river rose
almost two inches. It climbed a foot at Hells Gate, north of Hope,
and two inches at interior Prince George.

Farther east at Revelstoke the Columbia rosé 20 inches. And
the Thompson River at Kamloops was up two inches, Swirling ocean
tides, which swelled to 14,4 feet Thursday night may spell new disaster,
devastation and peril. The tides hinder the normal run-off of the
stream., ' ‘

Reinforcing the dykes, rapidly grow1ng weaker under relentless
pressure, is an around-the-clock task. Troops from Mbnltoba will
arrive tomorrow to bolster dyke forces.

Today, five R.C.A.F. Dakota transportis evacuated. the 100 ranks
and five officers of the Lord Strathcona Horse Reglment from inun-
dated Creston, 350 miles east. (CP) ~

Federal Byelection Resultss The Canadian Press this morning reported the
results of Tuesday's two federal byelections as follows:--

ONTARIO RIDING.
Complete 150 polls.

Arthur Williams, CCF..... 10,301

Lyman Gifford, Lib....... 8,324
Frank McCallum, PCesece... 7,555

VANCOUVER CENTRE.
175 of 183 polls.

Rodney Young,’CCFff§77..; 9,116

Ralph Campney, Lib....... = 6,897
Lyle Jestley, PCevecesnes 4 826,

RCAF Summer Camps: The RCAF will have approx1mate1y 6,000 Alr Cadets
attend camp at Air Force stations this sumer, it is announced by
Air Force Headquarters, Ottawa. Camps will be operated at Summerside,
P.E.I.; Aylmer, Ont.; Gimli, Man.; and Patricia Bay, B. C., and the
programme is scheduled to commence July 3.
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In Parliament Wednesday: Justice Minister Ilsley said the Criminal Code may
be amended to prevent publication of crime comic books in Canada.
Opposition members stressed the need for prison reform; mr. Ilsley
outlined steps to rehabilitate hardened criminals. . “
Justice and Transport Department estimates were studied.
Senator W. D, Euler (L--Ontario) asked the Uppel Chamber to back a i
request to the Govermment to submit the margarine ban to the Supreme i
Court. Discussion was. adjourned. |

Crop Conditions: Another week of above-normal temperatures throughout the

- Prairie Provinces has facilitated progress of seeding and promoted

 rapid growth of crops. Rains have further aided growth in Manitoba ;
and parts of Saskatchewan and conditions here are not too far behind
normal for this time of year. In north-western, west-central and
northern areas of Saskatchewan and in wide areas of Alberta early rains |
‘are required to replenish top~soil moisture supplies and to promote o 1

- ‘germination and growth of large acreages of late-seeded crops. -In some - |
local areas immediate rainfall is required to prevent serious deteriora-
tion. Grasshopper infestations are particularly serious in central and
‘south-central Saskatchewan and extensive control measures are being
undertaken. In general, the outlook at this time is promising but the
lateness of the crops over the greater part of Alberta and much of
Saskatchewan is giving rise to some concern over p0351b1e damage frcm
early frosts, , -

"ICAO Mbetlng: Representatives of those nations whose airlines cross the -
North Atlantic met June 9 under the auspices of the International Civil
Aviation Orgenization in order to arrange international financing of
the Icelandic area control centre, radio communications and meteorological
services, it was announced from Geneva.

These services, which the Government of Iceland presently maintains,
are essential for the safe operations of trans-Atlantic flights. How-
ever, ICAC has been notlfied that Iceland is unable to continue to. bear
the expenses involved in the operation of these services. The ICAQ
Mission which visited Iceland estimated the annual operating cost at
approximately 600,000 US dollarse.

Financial ald is being considered at this meeting for such air
navigation services as: area control, approach control and aerodrome r
control stations at Keflavik Airport, radio ranges and beacons, radio
teletype circuits and meteorological observation and forecast offices. |

U.S. Honors Canadian: Award of the United States Legion of Merit, Degree of
Commander, to Air Vice Marshal Arthur L. James, CBE, Air Member for ;
Technical Services was announced in Canada Gazette Saturday, June 5. '
The award was mede to A/V/U James in recognition of weluable services .
rendered on liamison duties with the United States forces durlng the
second world war and in particular for special work performed in connec-
tion with anti-submarine warfare in co-operation with the American j

Services.
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A native of Montreal, A/V/M James graduated from McGill University
with the degree of Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering. He en-
| listed in the Royal Canadian Air Force in 1924 and was subsequently
e appointed Pilot Officer in 1926, Prior to the outbreak of war in 1939
' he served at various Flying Units across Canada and st Air Force
Headquarters, Ottawa. During the war years he commanded Flying Training
Schools prior to specializing in Aeronautical Engineering duties at
both Command end AFHQ. Following his special duties on the Canadian
Joint Staff, Washington, 1942-43, he successively fulfilled the appoint=
! ments of Director of Organization, Director of Repair and Maintenance,
f . Air Member for Research and Development, and assumed his present position
as Air Member for Technical Services in 1946,
A/V/H James was appointed a Commander of the Order of the British
Empire in January, 1945. He is married and lives with his wife and .
daughter at 234 Rideau Terrace, Ottawa. : R ’

British Columbia Floods: Topping its May 10 high of 24.50 feet, the Fraser
river registered 24.59 feet, a quarter-foot rise since Tuesday. .

With one eye on the heaving river and the other on the spring tide,
scheduled to send a 14-foot wave inland, anxious flood-fighters clung
with grim tenacity to their work of bolstering the dikes. The greatest
menace is the seepage of the murky waters through the base of spongy
dikes. . .

' Exceptionally warm weather continued to melt snow in the mountain
ranges and waters of the Fraser, Columbia and Kootenay rivers. Even a
sudden cold spell would not cause river levels to subside until the end
of the week. (CP)

Quebec Forest Fires: From the Maniwaki region to the Lake St. John district
~ forest fires continued on the rampage in Quebec Wednesday with no sign
‘ " of the rain that fell throughout the southern parts of the province.
A bright sun, partially covered by clouds of dense black smocke
oozing skyward from the raging infernos, shone over the 70-odd square
miles of burning forests in north -western Quebec. (CP)

Quebec Election July 28: General elections in the 92 electoral district of
The Quebec Legislative Assembly will be on July 28, it was announced
Wednesday by Premier Maurice L. Duplessis, following signing of the
proclamation to that effect by the Lieutenant-Governor.
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In Parliament Thursdey: Maritime members asked the Govermment to bridge
Nova Scotia's Strait of Canso and improve ferry service to Prince
Edward Island. ; '

Transport Minister Chevrier said the Govermment has not decided
~who will operate a Trans-Pacific air service to Australia.

Lawrence Skey (PC--Toronto Trinity) urged the Govermment to
make a start in the field of television.

Douglas Ross (PC--Toronto St. Paul's) said the Government should f(

abolish the $2.50 radio-licence fee.

State Secretary Gibson said several more judges have been added
to the Royal Commission dealing with Japanese property cleims. '

The Senate voted to ask the Govermment for a Supreme Court ‘
reference on the constitutionality of the ban on oleomargarine. ’ '

British Columbia Floods: Flood-fighters Thursday night held the water
' defences along the Fraser, Columbia and Kootenay rivers, but the i
situation grew more serious by the houre - « . o Lo

Mass evacuation faced 5,500 Fraser Valley residents in the Sumas s
Prairie district where 20,000 acres of fertile farmlands, protected
by the five-mile Vedder Canal‘dike system, were threatened. ) 1

E. Rolarmd Gilley, Chairman of the British Columbia Flood Control
Comnittee, declared a major break could occur “at any moment." :

Sumas Prairie, often called the "market garden of Greater Van-
couver," is about 60 miles up-river. .

The warning to. Sumas Prairie