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Canada, as a sister nation aof the Commonwealth,

lias had a long anê close association 
with South Ai'riOa. It is

anfl association which waS ceniented 
by joint effo'rt and sacrif'ice

Of' aur people In twa world wars 
- sucli ties .*. are nat rargatten

or severed by the i'aot that we are com.pelled ta 
speak out in

pratest agaiflst the urinatliral poliOy oi' apartheid 
i'allowed in

reCent years by the Union GoverltUnt,

The Canadian Delegatian lias 
particIpated in previaus

discussions aof this Item oi'ten enaugli ta inale very clear 
aur

Position on the juestial aof racial discrimUination. We have no

sym.pathy with policies ai' this sort, wherever they may 
be

practised, and consider tù.em contrary ta th.e letter and the

spirit of' the Charter, contrarY ta the spirit of' aur 
times.

The canadian record: aof opposition ta racial discrimlinatiaon 
is

clear and cansistent. This positian was reaffiirmfed recently 
by

aur Prime Minister du.ring the 
Commoanwealth Prime Ministerst

Meeting in Londan, MLr, Dief'enbakcer lias reported ta the Canadiai

Parliament on bis stand in London, 
and I quoite th.e iolowing

briei' excerpt:

"SpeakIng far Canada .. I pointed out that we were

Opposed ta racial disorimination 
and m.ade it clear that

I aoul.d not apprave any f'ormula 
or solution which did

flot maintain beyond any daubt 
that non-disOriIIdnatian in

respect oi' race and colour is an essential 
princIple ai'

Commonwealth association."t

As an illu.stration ai' Canadian concer fo 'r the riglit-s

and opportu.nities ai' indigenaus people, the present 
G.averniient

Of' Canada lias extended the franchise ta all 
people ai' North

American Indian arigin. Canadian Indians naw enjay the Tiglits

816 rivileges ai' cit izenship ta the saxae degree as all other

Canadians and there is nothing 
ta prevenlt m.enbers ai' this or any

other race i'rom sîtting as xnem.bers oi' either lieuse ai' the Canadian

PB.rlilmente Indeed, in 1958, the i'irst Canadian Indiai was

apPointed as a jeniber aof the Canadian Sonate o

As a i'urther proteotion f'or the 
riglits aof the Indigenous

ePPlation as weîî as f'or ahl other citizens, the CanadiaL 
Parliamfent

recently enact-ed a Bill ai' Riglits 
which, inter ala, reini'orces the

OO1DnIIO law sa:reguards agaflst any i'arm. 
ai' ra-i=a orreligiaus

discrimination.

Canada is itBel' a inulti-racial 
state ta sanie degree-.

therei'ore, although we have had saine 
problels aof racial disorilina-

t'on ta salVe in aur own country, 
we can appre<'iate the diffî'iulties

Which have trou.bled iuany lands. 
As the distinguIShed, Delegate

i'romf A'ghanISta-n s0 usei'ully rem.inded 
us d.uriflg the debate on the

PrevioQs Item., racial.discrimination 
and denial ai' iundaizental

iglitP lias not been. coni'ined ta people 
ai' any ane nation or

00ftInnt, bu is a tragically widespread phenaxienan. 
,However, we

are convinced that the prablenis oi' a m.ulti-.racial Society, wb.atever

com.pliations Mýay exist, can never be solved by pohîies and 
practices

WhIch axe based on the idea ai' racial superiority ai' one group ai'

that 0 iaty aver another.
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As Frime Minister Dief'enbaker lias said, -Rartec ias
became the worldts symbol of' discrimination. While none oaf s,
I hu.mbly su.bxit, ouglit to pretend that we are without f'ault or
stain, nevertheless, any aots of discrimination that ta1ke place
are not the consequence of' pollcy or design, We do not elevate
these lapses ta the status of' governinent policy or regulate Ourt
societies along these linos. It is this technique which is ta
us s0 prof'ou.ndly abhorrent. We remember and deplore the trag.c
situation which last year gave rise, to violence and bass of' lite
at Sharpeville and Langa, What lias happened Is that the Ç.overu-
ment of' the Union of Sou.th Atrica, for a Variety of' Motives,
lias been trying for the last 12 Years ta aPPly an unworkable
plilosophy embodied In a policy - with results that are
positively unjust and harinlul ta large segments 0f' the Southi
AriOan population and whicli, In aur estimation, can only lead
to oatastrophie,

la oonsidering tlie resolution Oo-sponsored by 25 African
nations whioli la before us, the General Assembly cannot Ignare
Article 2(7) of' the Charter whioli says- "Notliîng oontained luithe present Charter shaîl authorize the United Nations ta interIO"
In matters whicli are easentially within the domeatic juris dioti0e,aof axiy state." The Canadian view lias alWays been that this artdoas flot prevent discussion of' damestic aubjeots or prevent theÂssembly tram expresing opinions, but that it doos not perinitthe ABsembly ta call for speoii'ic action (ather, ln this oasep,than appoala ta the Southi Afrioan Goverment for action),

A resolu.tion Oalling for sanctions would be liarmf'ulbeoause it miglit faOrce South AX'rica out of the United Nationsand thus eut the Only oliannel of' coxnxunioation now lef't betweetSouth Africa and the international onnnunity. It la dif'fîiolt. oSee how anything can be acomplIshed by driving the Union IntaCOMPlete isolation; the Union is aiready too isOlated tram theohanging ideas and conditions I.n the modern warld, Moreover,If every cou.ntry in the world refused ta trade with every othernation wliose domestic P01Îcies were repugnant ta it, leitrnational ecanomie sclieme would be very distorted Indeed, -InldoOdtit would do a disservic(,e ta peaceful international relations by
Ideao and people which is the best hope for breakIng down brÎt
Of' ignorance andl prejudicre.

Perliaps the Most Important argument againat a 1resolutiOl'On sanotions la that it wauld run oounte ati hre rni~that sanctions are intended teel f r tli thpoe Chate prniIP
o tppiug international liastllties. It would be. a dangerou.9steP ta accept without the most seriaus ConideratIon that theAssembly bias the oompetenoe ta caîl for sanctions ln this situatoThe distingJflshed Delegate of Ireland made a very Important pal-ntthe other day when ho said that punitive actions need ta be80ru.tinjzed caret ully and In detaîl before being un.dertaken, anmdthia would be impassible at this session,

ProbleNo one In the Assembly would den.y that the South Af rlOs-upr me la eXtremely dif'ficuît and complex and that 1t could iWÔereasonabîy be hoped that a policy developed and intensif led ove3'nubee or years 0auld be elîinated overnigit. Su.rely what the.Assembly la trYing ta do la ta Impresa on the Union Governmenttbat world Opinion desirea that the direc-lon of their-plc ~revers ed, .îo

My Delegation thinca that It la opportune nowwtthcollaboration of' many new membrsae o Aer'a ta take
hanoe t hi bo o a tht ou.r ain la, In any resalutiOn which iuay co0]fIEbefretha Ommj~oe It is aur view that the Important "ons1-e8tIOn la flot whether anY action by this Camnttee Or by the AsSeluble



WOuld relieve the feelings of~ meniber states, 
but rather what

Praotioal effeot It might have in South M'rioa 
itself~. We thinc

that the resolution oo-spon.sôred by India, Malaya and Ceylon

M6iets the need of' th.e moment, and we intend to support it 
with

the express*reservation that operative Paragraph 
3 doos not in

Our' opinion, condofle the use of~ force 
(or punitive measures$ by

mfember states, Th.is resol.ution does not contain the objeOtionable

t6aetures of thé 25-Power résolutiono 
It does malce abundantly

Oleai', however, the Âsemfbly-ts abhorrence of and 
ooncern over

SOUtIh Afrioal'raoial poJ.ioies. and 
yet it does so in su1fficiefltly

raOderate terma to be capable or attraoting 
a broad nieasure of'

support and thus bring home to the Union 
how widespread is the

International f'eeling on this question,
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