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No. 53/>45 gALESTIINE REFUGEES

Text of~ a stateinent made on.November 6, 1953, by the
alternate Representative o'n'the Canadian Delegation,
Mr. G.B. Summers, Q.C., ln Ad âoc.Conuuittee of' the
elghth session de the United Nations General Assembly,
dealing with agenda item 19 - Report of~ the Director
of~ the United Nati-ons Relief' and -Works Âgency 'f or
Palestine Ref'ugees lui the Near East (resolutions-302

ÇIV) of' December 8, 19>49, and 614.- (V.II) .of. Novezuber
6,1952).

(Note - Text of' the resolution passed by the Ad Roc
Oommi.ttee on November 12, 1953 is included
at the end of' this Supplementary P.aper).

On behaif' of the Canadian Delegation I would like
to commuent brief1y on the reports' now bef'ore this committee
and the draît resolution which has been pre8eflted f'or our
consideratiorl.

The report of' the Director contains certain points
f'rom which we cari draw sozue smali measure of encouragement
in consjdering the difi'icult and tragic probleu of the
refugees. The Agency is ta be conplimented on the practical
steps which are being talcen foàr the preservation of t~he
zrefugeesl health and in respect of' education and rehabilita-
t1- l T,, -t i-q iratifying to, note that a number of' programme



The Canadian Delegation therefore supports theresolution which has beeri presented to the conunittee.This resolution in the first place continues the mandateof the Agency until June 1955 and calîs for a review ofits programme at the ni.nth session of' the GeneralAssernbly. The difficuit problem with 'which the UnitedNations is faced is not incapable of'solution if~ the fu~llco-operation of al members of the Assembly can be givenand it is therefore our earnest hope that when we corneto consider this question next year, progress- Will bavebeen made and that, as is the hope of all of us, aneventual solution providing for the f ull rehatbil1tation-of those unfortuznate people will be apparent.

The resolution goes on to authorize th~eAgency to adopt a relief budget and states that thep rojects f und prev'iously authorized should be rnaintained.The extent of relief provided in relation to any reason-able standard of need is modest indeed. Ail will agreein addition, that the great need is for the iiplementatlonof projects which will substitute for relief a propermearns of livelihood.

The resolution goes on to request the NegotiatingConnidttee to seek the f unds required.

'When the Agency was established, Canada joinedwitJh other countries In voting in favour of the GeneralAssembly resolutXon but resexved its positioni withrepc t~o finncial contributions to the three-yearpr'ogramme. The Canadian representative explairned thatthe Canadian Goverriment attached great importance tosecurin the broad financial support of members of theAsseblyand was also interested in the degree of co-operation given to the Agency <by host governmiezvs.
Ca.nada has~ fou±id it possible to contr4ibtte toterelief of the refugees --an amount of' about 43milio inai sice1948. It can, I think, be asuetha ths cntrbut ion woudd have been even greater ifour rignalhopes for the development of the progamme.,hadInfac ben rea1ised. Ini supporting a r esoluti. nwhichauthrîze the Negotiating Committee to seek utefundswe must make a similar reservtion as to thepoitio the Canadîan Governwerit w$11 take whena the ti.mcms to consider what con1tribution it may b. able tomake.?here can b. no doubt tbat such an app.al wilreeie most carefu1 and sYpthtc considraton butmy ovrnment wil of coursehv to consider aflrelvan fctosand in particulgr the support re.el*aby the $g.n from other conre,
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friends ta work together in the oommozi interests of
humanity. We think it is right to join with those.
cauntries *which have appealed ta the countries most-
directly cancerned for an even greater degree of-CO-
operat1ion ini Iinding a'solution.to ýthis-problem, Certain
speakers have stressed that the .ýonly real and.just solution
ta t.his problem. is. the, repatriation aof ail ̂ the ref ugees -ta
their homes and have rei'erred ta the generous aid they have
given in assisting the ref'ugees. Without abandoning any
question~ of principle as ta the right a' the re±?ugees ta
repatiatione we think it is nevertheles fair'to utR an
even graater measure of ca.-operation i'rom the hâst co'untries
in carryiig thraixgh-the implementation o± such proJecta as
wil~l ena'hle as large a number of' refugees as:possible ta
bec'one self-supporting. We must also appeal ta Israel to
consider this problenm with the saine truly charitable out-
look. Ta permit the rei'ugee problem ta continue as an
insoluble problem is~ ta continue a festering saore which
may br'ing great evil. in the future.0 Any generouýs aot w<hich
Israel can do tocwiex4s solution. of this problem In whole or
in~ part wLillJ be rewarded a hundredfald.

This 4elegation has been happy to note the gooe
results wh4.ch havYe flowed frçm the addition to the
Advisory Committee aof Egypt, Jordan and Syria. We wili b.
happy top spport that part of the Jo~int i'esolution which
authoarizes the A4vtsory Commission to inreasè ïts membei'-
ship b>y zot more than tic> additt anal member& and~ ve weloome
the..nerest whioh-Lebànori has expressed in being reprsénted
UPPW the Commission.

àMj: The Ad Hoc Committee of the eighth session ai' the
United Nations General Âssembly passed the i'ollowing
reouto deln u±th Palestine RetfIgees. The vote
was4 i avu frio1iud1ng Canada),4 n1o2e agaïntand
-fv abstetns (oviet bloc cotuntrtft>), 'W

RECALLING its resolutions 194 (111) of' 1l Decoember
1942-02 (IV of ;8Dcmr14y -391~ M f'4 December

19505'1 (V- of 26 Jaurý 94a 1 i
November 1952, Q U~.

,- F HVN UIF tereot~ of the~ oïtor of' the

Rekge'es in the Near East (A/24701rand the special report
Of he iretoranid the Âdvisory Commission of' that Âgency

NOTINO that programme agreemenits *nvisaging the.
COmtmont of approximately $120 million have been signed

by UNW with the governments of several Near Eastern
COUtriespursuant to the~ ian endorsed by the Gene rai&Sebiy Inresolution 513 ), but tliat expectations as

I *gad the excto of thie projeots programme have not
bee realised,

NOTINO alma that the. situation of' the, refuge@$
Dniflues to bê a mattOr af grave concern,
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1.ý DEOIDES, without préjudice to the provisions
Of paragraph il of-resolution 194 (111), or to the--
provisions of paragraph 4 af resolution 393 (T), that
the. mandate of the United Nations Relief anid Worksý
-Agency f or Palestine Ret'ugees in the .Near East shail
boextonded unti). 30 JUne 1955, and that its programme
shal1l b. again subaect to reviev at the.ninthsessionïof the General Assembly;

2. AUTHORIZES the Agency to adopt a budget
for reie'f.auounting to $24.8 million for the fiscalyeax' ending 30 June 1954,. subject ta such adjustments
as may be attributable ta refuge employment on projeots,or as nmay be necessary ta maintain adequate standards,,'
and to adopt a provisionalbudget of.$18 million for
the fXiscal year ending -30 June 195ý5;

3. CONSIDEF(S that-the projeots f und
pz'eviously authorLzed by the Qeneral Assembly in para-graph 2 of resoltation 513 (VI) should be maintained at$200 million until 30 Juhe 1955, and urges TJNRWA and the-governments of the Near Eastern countries concerned tocontinue to seek acceptable projects to enable the f undto b. utilizd for the purposes for which it is int.nded;

4. R3QUESTS the. Negotiating Committe. for'Etabugtr Funds Vo seek the. ftinds required to meetthe current needs of the, relief programmxes and to inviteg, £eets to take into accotant 'the need for the addi-tional pledges which wiii be required to meet thé totalprogramme nov established at 8292.8 million.

B

RAY1JG NQTID that the. present membership ofthe Avisop Comision of the Uniited Nat1-Qs Reliefand lorks Agency frr Pa.lestinie le! ugees in the NearEast, *8tabflished pursuant to paragraph 8 Of GeneralAssembly resolution 302 (IV) of 8 Deceznber 1949, iscomposed of repre8ontatives o! Egypt, Franceq JordnSyriae Turloeye the. United iXingdom aiad the UnidtedStaesof America,

NOTNG URTERthat it 15 ina the generalinteres that qother coztributing countries $oin theAdvisory Commis sion,

QUHRIZES the. Advisory Cmission to icesits mebrsi by not. more tban two addit±onal m.mbre.s


