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Text of a radio broadcast by the High Conimissioner for
Canada in New Zealand, Mr, 'E.H. Norman, made in Wellington,
N.Z.,on July 26, 1953.

As this is the first time on.which I have had the
privilegié of speaking to a New Zealand audience, -I wish to
grasp the opportunity to extend to you. the warrnest of
greetings and heartiest of good wishes on behaif of the
Government and people or Canada.ý This expression of good-
ilil is no-niete perfunctory duty 'or threadbare I2i±ua1. It
is, despite any inadequacyï of my ovn wordFz, the. true reflec-
tion of deeply feit sentiments which we in Canada entertain
for our sister Dominion ndown undeýr." We learn as school
oidren soinething of the. beautiful country you inhabit,f
the. temperate climats you enjoy, and the political institu--
tions and cultural background which you share with us.
Those general ideas might stimulate ths imagination of a
school child, but they could easily b. torgotten by the
aduit. Nevertheless, separated though wo are by thousands
of miles of vater, the hard fateful experience~s of two
>vorld vars have brought you very close to us. In the last
iiar you had 12 per cent of your population seëving in the.
<srmed forces oversoas, one of the highest proportions to b.
round in the exporionce of any counrtry. At the same Urne
that you sont so many to the battie fields, you maintained
~a con<stant flow of food which materially contribute4 to the
4efence of the United Kingdomu, the. heart and nerve o ' ntre
of our jIoint struggle. But it was the. spirit and courage
of your men which won the respect and aftfection of all
Canadians. Such names as Yreyberg and Hillary, exemplars
of New Zealand valour and high endeavour, have earned
vorld-wide recognition; in this tribut. wo Canadians are
~g1ad ta share.

l tis, however, one can asppr.ciate vi thout
~ h&ing viuited New Zealand, But In the few days since
My arrival I have learned at f irst-hand moe. of your
q ualitis -your friendliness and hospitality.

BG, ivhen I say that my vif# and I hav been
mad oréel 5ost veleeme. and hpy in New Zal.nd, I M

can aiso say that Canada ia happy to b. with New ZOulând
i ht vide system of world assoiation, the Commonwealth.

Whte inwa or pea. it is th1vsaoiatio ihich binda
.usclse together ith a como eiavthcmn

idéls ndaspraions. We have, jonn togteri

ZOaland adCanada~V v T' haec ished ite, sic tousi
POPrsens te nturl eilto adcniuiyo u

hist.ry Itis theê very essence-of o rewyo ie
sine i enb<s us to hoor the beod o t vttt hfl,
criiqzi 4#a shrply as w. vish the edo-htoen



I would like ta recali to ycu brierly two examfple1
of Joint Commonwealth action on a grand scale in which bothNew Zealand' and Canada partlcipated, First, there is theBritish Commonfreaith Air Training Plan, wha.ch allowed usto become acquainted personally withl miany of your airmel.,This experiment in collective action organized within the,Commonwealth is now a matter or record andi can be viewedt,as an unqualified success. The second, the Colombo Plan,is, of course, a continuing project. It has gained Mmjen,tum and gives every evidence of deveiopîng in scope anddepth. It makes manifest the desire and ability on thepart of the aider menibers of the Commonwealth ta provideeconomic and technicai assistance for the newer memberswho are, at the same turne, faced with acute probleins inatheir social and industrial life. Its underlyîng assumPtioeis that whatever contributes ta the health of one must bo-for the good of ail.

Since the end of World War II, there have beencataclysmic shifts in the balance of pawer throughoutthe world, caused chiefly by the intrusion of Communîsminto Asia. In these post-war years, three new members ofthe Commonwealth, India, PakîLstan and Ceylon, have appearedin that continent. These newest members of the Cammonwealtr'have, at the saine trne, the longest history. The emergerlceof these peoples as independent nations and their voîuntaTyentry into the Commonwealth, where éyery race and crework together on terms of equaîîty, ilustrate what vital 1 tthere is ini this free associjation of nations. The membér,sbhip in the Commonwealth of these Asian nations provIdesa bridge between East and West, which' has aiready served,and viii continue to serve, 1 amn sure, the interests ofpeace. Perhaps.the metaphor or a bridge is misleadingbecause it suggests SOnlething rigid and fixed, whereasthe .Cormonweaith by its nature is flexible and loase. Yetywe value greatly the intima te linlç which thae Commonwealthaffords between its great Asian and its aider members.Thais association helps us in Canada to view internationalaffairsfrom a global viewpoint. It serves as a Stimulusto that provincial seif-centred attitude which cames soeasily to tkiose living in a vast country such as Canada.
On. aspect of Commonwealth relations whîch, whileit cannot be measured in terms of military divisions orfinancial Profit and îoss, is perhaps the richest, aeythe constant consultation of the leaders of the v. aos

governments within it, 'niese f requent and informaiconsultations allow eacih of us to share in the wisdomand experience of the other. In this fashion we îearnf reah lessons in the sehool of public and diplomaticrelations, the fleeessity for fair Play and comp.ôîse.
One may veli asic doos Caziadian membershîp inaNAO f'or ezample, or our close associatibn wit theUn ed-tates, confliet ina any way wîth Our Positionwithin the Commonwealth'? M4y af$wer wOUld b. 4.fl.niteîy"n. Our membership ina NAMD Is designed to strengthenthe defences of the western world against possibleaggression. This contribution to security in~ Western,Europe serves the 1nterests Of thie Qther mebrs or hCommonwealth, and indeed, of ail cOunries wh desîreto maintai peac,. Geograpllicalîy, of couirse, vo are inaN*orth Amrioa and inevitably ve are oîosely asOiaewith our great neighbour, the United States. Whl vehave on. foot ina the new world, however, eas ýfoot ina the old world, adnaurltonship vith the
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United States, which fortunately has been of a most co-
operative and f riendly nature, 1 think no one can fairly
Say that we have forgotten our interests in other parts
of the world.

It may be turther objected that in the economic
field we, being in the dollar area, are cutting across
the interests of thoàe of you who are in the sterling area.
From the point of view of Commonwealth trading relations,
it is perhaps regrettable that Canada is in the dollar
rather than the sterling area. Yet, in our participation
last November and most recently this June in the Conference
of Commonwealth Prime Ministers, we showed our desire to
work together with other members of the Commonwealth
towards the lowering of barriers to world trade and easing,
Insofar as we could, the strain on the sterling area.
That you in New Zealand have been pulling your weight is
attested by yesterday's news of your 34ý million pounds
surplus with the non-sterling area.

The Commonwealth is not a self ish, exclusive
group. Its traditions of consultation rule out formal
commîtments or concerted efforts to face other povers with
a self-seeking political or economia ,bloc. Its true nature
has been well set forth in the words of our Prime Minister,
Mr. St. Laurent, whpm. I quote:

"I think that the real link between the
various members 0f the Commonwealth is their
common ideals, ttheîr memories of association
in the past, their intimate conviction that
that asseociation in the Wast has been for the
benefit'of their people, and their desire to
conserve that association in the future for
the benefit of their people. I do not think
that we are being presumptuous or conceited
when vo believê, and even when we express the
belief, that this Commonwealth group not only
works for the benefit of its own peoples but
is an effective instrument for the good df free
mankind throughout the whole world."
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