
CANADA

TREATY SERIES, 1946

No. 54

ACTS

OF THE

INTERNATIONAL WHALING

CONFERENCE

Held in Washington

From November 20 to December 2, 1946



SUMMARY

I. Final Act

II. International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling
III. Protocol for the Regulation of Whalin.....



ACTS 0F THE INTERNATIONAL WILALING CONFERENCE

Signred at We*hïington, December 2, 1946

FIAL ACT

The Governments of Argentina, Australia, Brazil1, Canada, Chîle, Denark,
ince, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Union of Soviet Socialist
publics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Nor-thera Ireland, and the
ited States of America, represented by plenipotentiary delegations; and the
vernments of Ieeland, Ireland, Portugal, Sweden, and the Union of South
'les, represented by observer delegations;

Having aecepted the invitation extended to them by the Government of
United States of Amerlos to particîpate in an International Whaling

aference;
Appointed their respective representatives, who are listed below by coun-

,s in the order of alphâbetical preoedence:
(ifere follow the names of the representatives)

The Conference met at Washington on November 20, 1946, under the
-nporary Chairmnship of Remligton Kellogg, Chirpa of the Delegation
the United States of Amnerica.

At the opening session a motion wMs unanimously adopted to extend an
itation for officers of the Secretariat of the Food and Agricuitural Organiza-
i f tjhe United Nations to attend t~he Conferoinee ,session~s and ecommttee

etings as <observers. Theaatteudance lin this capaeity of the offleers riominated
the Organization, D?. B~. Finn, Rary Winsor, and H. V. Knight, was approved
the Conference, on the recommendation of the Oommittee on Credentials.
With the approval of the Presdn of the United States of Amnerca, Clarke

Willard, Acting Chief of the Division of International >oferences, Depart-
0t f State of the UiJted States, was deinted as Sertary Gnra of the

iference, and Donald J. Chaney, Chief Counsél, F'ish and Willife evie
partment of the Intror of the Unpited States, was desgned Tehia
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COMMITTEE ON NETIIERLANDS PROPOSAL

COMMITEE ON DRAFTING

COMMLTTEE ON PENALTE AND FORFEITURE

OOMMITTEE ON BIOLOGICAIL DATA

OOMMITTEE ON REMUNERAJ?1NON OF GUNNERS

CGMMI'JTEE ON ESTABLISMNT OF WHALING COMMISSION

COMMITEE ON USE OF SCIENTIFIC NAMS>

)MMrTEE ON FACTORY SflIPS WITIN TRRIOIA~L WATE

The.ia eso wa heId on Dece ~2,1946.
As a eof the deliberatin of the Cuiifer>etie, thefloig ntuse

Prtcl o heRgltiolô of Whalif Wingn
!rinftr efrrd oas the onvntion and the Protcorsetvl)

Thefoloing reoluions and recomnain eeaet

The International1 WIhafln Conference



46. No 4.

The International Wlhafing Confer'ence
ýsolves:
That the Government of the United States of America be authorized to
blish the Final Act of this Conference, the text of the Convention and o>f the
otocol, and 1to makle- svailable for publication such additions.l documents in
ninection with the woirk of this Conference as in its judgment may be conidered
the public interest.

The International Whaling Conference
,solves:

That ail Signatory Government8 should draw the attention of their inspeo-
rs and of the whaling roupanies opeatiug under their jurisdiction to previous
ses of tagbaleen whales i the closed season on the pretext of providing
iders for the bunkerizig of wJiale catchers. The Coinference desires t4o
mDhasize that this ratce cntituite an infringeiRent of prga 7 of the
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Vil

The International Whaling Conference
consi4ers:

That the conditions relating te> the u~se of f>ctor'y ships V,,ihin terrdtoTwaters of Contracting Goveiqiments as provided hy pararp 17 of the Schedshanld be~ kept under rewiew by the Cmison so as tu ensure that th,operations are conducted on an economie basis.

The International Whaling Conference
Reomends:
Thiat when adeqiiate information beeenies available coeoxerning the migrtien r'outes andt seasons in localities where land saions are maintalned aJoperated, sepeci~fte annual open periods for whalng shoiild be pescribed instead~the 'regulatiin ineluded in the Schedule as paragraph 10. I[t is the view of tGofereiee that the Commission hould endeavor te obtai~n at the eriposible time scenti11e information as ai basis for prescribing speclfie seaoduring whiehlanId stations shall bc permitted to operate in the varlous areas.

At the request of the lYelegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republicthe felwing stateuiexts are included:
1. Owing te unforeseen circumnstances the Soviet facoysi ilb nbte reacli the whaling grounlds by the commencemenùt of the 14-47 seasowaters seuth of 40' Southi Latitude. 4eerdingly the Delegation of the tTiof Soviet Soeialist Republies reqiuests that this sbip be perniitte4 t> operate ta full compleenzt of catche forb a nieuu ero f ormnths frountdate on which it is able to comnmence operations ini that area. Note is ae h

2. Th Delgatin ofthe Uioçn of Soviet SociaIist Republies >also r u8Éhatthefactry h e permuitted to conduct operations in tha dre forer f

1hese requests shall net be regarded as a precedent for future seasns

x
T~he ItrainlWaigCneec
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The International Whaling Conference

iizes:
ie desirability of achieving a large measure of uniformity among the
s Contractiflg Governments with respect to the nature and severity of
ýes înmposed, for contraventions of the Convention, upon persons or ships
ing under their jurisdiction. Lt recognizes that even under the most
ble management and with the most conscientious and experienced guriners
ews>' it is inevitale that some whales will be taken illegally and that a

latitude should bc allowed in assessing penalties for such unavoidable
~It~ may be that léegal and administrative differences anxong the Con-

g' Gvçrnmeixts wilprevçnt the adoption of a uniform systerm o! penal-
,it it 1fr the v1ew of the Conférence that it is desirable that the Govern-
should provide for the imposition of penalties sufficiently severe to

f iv es

Peru, the Union
)rreat Brtan n



jr
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THIE REGULATION OF WRAL

1The ÇGover nts whose duly aut1rnrized representatives have subscw

Desiring to establish a system of international regulation for the



ý6. 'No. 54. 9

1. The Contracting Goverients agree to establish an International
ialing Commission, hereinafter referred t4> as the Commisso, to~ b. com~posed
one member from eaeb Contracting Governmeut. IEaoh member shall have
Svote and may bc accomp*nied by one or more experts and advisers.

2. The CommIission shall elect from its own members a Glisirman and Vie-.
airman and shail determine its own RUnes of Procedure. Decisions of the
rnmislon shall b. taken by a simple majority of those members voting except
kt a three-fourths xnajority of those members voting shaUl bc required for,
ion in pursuance of Article V. The RUtles of Procedure mray provide for
isions otherwise than at~ m~eetings of the Commission.

3. Te Cmmisionmayappoint its own~ Seretary and staff.
4 Thi- Cnmmiqqinnw niav Ret, un- fromAm no ifs own inembers and exverts
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ARTICLE V
1. The Commission may amend f rom tm to tine the provisions

Sehedule by adopting regulations with respect to the conservation and. util
of whale resources, fixing (a) protected and unprotected species; (b) op<
closed seasofis; (c) open and closed waters, including the designation of san

areas; (d) size limits for eaoh species; (e) tim, methods, a~nd in~tensity of
ing (including the mxumcatch ofwhalsi~ to bctkni any one se

(f)tyes ndspeifcaions of gear anid apartu uand~ aplan whji n
used; (g) methods of mauement; and (h) catch rtnsand ot!her stai
and biologicar records.

2. These amendments of the Schedule (a) shall be such as are necess
carry out the objctve and purposes of 'this Convention and to provide 1

cosration, eveloplpent, and optimum utjiztion of th~e whl rs
(b)>hl be based on scientific findings; (ç) shall not involve restrictions~
number or nationality of factory ships or land stations, pq>r alcte s
quotas to an factoy sip or land station or to any group of factory sý
land stations; and d hl takento consideratioin the interests of the coný
of whale produets and the wIhaling industry.

trcting Goerments ninty days folloing niiation ofQ the ax9endm
the~ Cmision to e fehontratsg Govrmnsecp t a

the expiration of tbis, uinety-day period, the amendet shall not
effective with respect to any of the Governments for an additional ninety

(b) thereuo, ayother Contractin oenetmy rsn beto
amendm t atay tpe prirto the exiaino theadiinl ie

perid, r bfor th expiratio o thirty days frm th date of reqitoft
objection received durii>g much ad itoa ninty-daypro, hce
s hlbc the lae; and (c) 4eraft th amenen tal b c ffetv
respect to all Cntracting Governmnswihhventpeetdojci
shall not beoeeffective with respect to any Governiment whiîc as soob

unil such date s the objection is withdraw. The Gomiwxion shall
echd Contracting Goveranment imm>ediatel upon receipt of each objectiÙa

wtdaia and each <Contracting Qovernment shail *elu&ôwleg cip
notiicaion ofamedmets, objections, aud wlthdrawals.
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ARICLE VIII

1. Notwithstan&diug anything contained ini tbis Convention, any Gonract-
ing Government may grant to any of its nationals a special permiit authorizing
that national to kill, ta¶ke, and treat whales fo~r purposes of .scientif4c research,
subJect to such restrictions as tp inumJier and subject to suclh other condlitions a.s
th~e Contracting Government thinks fit, and the killing, taking, and treating of
whales in accordance with the provisioi4s of this Article shali be exempt~ frola
the operation of this Convention. Eachi Contracting Governmnent shall report
at once to the Commission ail sucb authorizations which it bas granted. Each
Contracting GovernmenÎt may at any time revoke any snobi speolal permit
which it bias granted.

2. Any 'whales taken under these special permits shall so f ar as practicable
be processed and the proceeds shall be< dealt withi in accordance with .directions
iued by the Government by which the permit was granted.

3. Each Gontraoting Government shall transmit to snob body as mnay be
dsi-ated 'by the Comissiaion, insofar as practicable, and at intervais of not

more than one year, scientific information available to- that Governuent with
r~espect to whales and whaling, including the results of research oondueted pur-
suant to paragrapli 1 of this Article and to Article IV.



4. This Convention shall,ofrticinhaeb

ARTicLE XI

oe the undersigned,

of ratification have bE
pli QIlqIl ;nplllrlo +1ýO plm-ol



4. It is forbidden to use a factory ship or a whale catcher attached thereto
the purpose of taking or treating baleen whales in any of the following areas:

(a) in the waters north of 660 North Latitude except that from 150°
East Longitude eastward as far as 140° West Longitude the taking or
killing of baleen whales.by a factory ship or whale catcher shall be
permitted between 66° North Latitude and 720 North Latitude;

(b) in the Atlantic Ocean and its dependent waters north of 40° South
Latitude;

(c) in the Pacifie Ocean and its dependent waters east of 150° West
Longitude between 400 South Latitude and 35° North Latitude;

(d) in the Pacific Ocean and its dependent waters west of 150° West
Longitude between 40° South Latitude and 20° North Latitude;

(e) in the Indian Ocean and its dependent waters north of 40° South
Latitude.

5. It is forbidden to use a factory ship or a whale catcher attached thereto
the purpose of taking or treating baleen whales in the waters south of 40°

ith Latitude from 70 ° West Longitude westward as far as 160° West
gitude.

6. It is forbidden to use a factory ship or a whale catcher attached thereto
the iuruose of taking or treatim humpback whales in any waters south of
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The taking of baleen whales 1by whale catchers attached to, factU
ships shall be illegal in any waters south of 40' South. Latitt
after the date so determined.

(e) Notification sIhall be given in aecordance with the provisions
Arjticle VII of the~ Convention of each factory ship intending
engage ini whaling operations i axny waters south of 40' So
Latitude.

9. It is forbidden to take or kili any blue, fin, sei, hua»pbaek, or spei
whales below the following lengths:

(a) Ihae whales ... ~............ 70 feet (21-3 ineters)
(b) fin whales. ............... 55 feet (16-8 meters)
(c> sei whl~aes ................ 40 fecet (12-2 meters)
(d) jrnmpback whales ........... 35 feet (10-7 meters)
(e) sperm whales.............. 35 feet (10-7 meters)

çxcçpt that blue whiales of not less than 65 fecet (19-8 meters), fin whales of n
les thani 50 feet (15-2 meters), and sei whales of flot leas than 35 feet (10
jmeters) li length may be taken for delivery te land stations provided thatt
meat of such whales is te be used for local consumption as human or animal foc

Whales must be measured when at rest on deck or platform, as accurate
as posblhy ens of a steel tape 'neasure fltted at the zero end with a spiki
handle whc an be stxkito the dek plaalchxg abreast of one end o! the whai
The tape measure shall be stretched in a straight line parallel with the whal
body and read abr~east the other end of the whale. The ends of the whale, f

maueet pupss hl ctepito heuprjwadtenthbte
the tail flukes. Measurements, after being accurately read on the tape measu
êhall be logged te the nearest foot: 'that la to say, any whale between 75' 6" ar
76' 6" shall be lbgged as 76', and any whale between 76' 6"~ and 77' 6" shalh 1

logda 77.~ The ma ureet of aay #hale whidx fal)s on ani exact hal! foi
shal c ogedat the next haif foot, e.g. 76' 6" prcl, shall b, kgged as 77'.
10. It is for{bidden te use a land station or a whale catcher attached thee

for the purpose of takixig or treating baen whaIes lin any area or inany wat
for more than sixmoth ini any peritxd of twle mons sh period of s

months ~ ~ ~ ~ to jcntnos

1Il t sfobide exi usea fcoysiwihhsbe sddrn
sea5Q1i inaywtr sothof 40" South Latitude for the pupoe of tretx

frome whei any other ares for the saine purpose within 9, period of 1
year frmteterulination of that season.

12. (a) Ail whales taken shall be delivered at the factory ahip orla
station and ail parts of such whales shiall be n)rocessed bv boilin
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14. Gunners and crews of factory ships, land stations, and whale catchers
;hall be enggd on such termus t1hat thir remuneration s1hall depend to a con-
;iderable extent up0ll such factors as the species, size, and yield of whales taken,
tnd not merely upon th~e uiumber of the whales taken. No bonus or other
-emuneration shall be paid 'to thte gunners or exrews of wha1e catchers in respect
)f the taking of milk-filled or lactatiug wha1es.

15. Copies of ail officiai laws and regulations relating to whales and whaling
Lnd changes in such laws and regulations shall be transmitted to the
)omnmission.

16. Notification shall be given in accordance with the provisions of Article
711 of the Convention with regard to ail factory ships and land stations of
tatistical information (a) concerning the number of whales of each species
aken, the number thereof lost, and the number treated at ecd factory ship or
and station, and (b) as to the aggegte amounts of oil of each grade and
'uantities of meal. fertilizer (guano), and other products derived from Vhem,
ogether with (c) particulars wi±h respect to ecd whale treated ini the factory ship
r land station as to tic date and approximate latitude and longitude of takiug,
he species and sex of the whale, its length and, if it contains a foetus, the
mngth and sex, if ascertainable, of the foetus. The data referred to in (a) and
c) above shail be verified at the time of thc tally and there shall also be notifica-
ion to the Commission of ay inform~ation which miay be collected or obtained
oncerning the ealvng grounds and mnigration routes of hls

In comxnunicating this infrato therêashall be seiid
(a) the naine and gross tonnage of each factory slip;
(b) the number and aggregate gross tonnage of the whale catchers;
(c) a list of tic land stations which were in operation during the peiod

concerned.

fth~e Convention a factory shpoeating udhe jwrisdcton of a on
'acting Goverument, and the moveniants of whie4 ar copfied soill to the
,rritorial waters of that Government, shall e su *cct to the regulations
overning the operation of land stations within the following areas:

(a) on the coast of Madagasear and its dependencies, and on the west coasts
of French AfriOê;
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"h=p«ekwhae" ean an whle konby the narne of~ buneh,i1

"rigt'wàlë rnans ny hal knwn b3* te un1tie of Atlanitic ight i
Arete rghtwhaé, iscyanrigt whale, bÔolead, great polari

Greenland rightwhale, Ge"ad~ whale, Nordkaper, North At
rihtwhale, North Cape whale, Paie gh I4whale, pigrny righi

"ispermn whale" meains any whale known by the marne of sperm wale
macet 'wlle, cachalot, or pot whiale;

"Dahval means sany unelimued dead wiiale fo3und floating.

III

PI#OTOCOL FOR THE REGUJLATION OF HLN

The Gvertentswhose <duly aiuthorized representatives have. saub


