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seventh dl:j;(:;.%l“bpa:xz’;ml‘agt, and read on the Eighth day o e, Dicnee,
By Se]ecg Coufmgzt.ee, e gf e Honkagg:l:. and the' mover, to report
Bn.ythome, Dickson, Cornwall, Seymour,

thereon with a]) oonvenient speed.” —Mr. Reesor.

After debate, motion withdrawn

oo
. ..
.

6.
CANADA SOUTHERN RAILWAY SCHEME BILL ()
Read the first time—Mr, Dickson

. 8
NATIONAT, INSURANCE COMPANY STOCK BILI.J.( )
Read the first time— My, Trudel . .

NORTHERN RA{LwAY COMPANY BILL (27)
Read the first time—Mr, Campbell .. .

GRAND TRU

NK RAILWAY COMPANY BILL (26).”
Read the firs N

t time—Mr, Farrier

« ) K
BIBLE CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY'S BILI.J.( )
Motion for second reading— M, Simpson. :

Motion in amendment:——

: ill inti : ‘An Act to incor-
““ That the question for the second reading of the said Bill intituled: ‘An
Porate the M:

: ’ be not now
; istian Church in Canada,’ be not ’
P M the Bible Christian for their opinion;
put, but the I;siﬁol?:l;yefgf;:gt{ooihe Judges of the Supf‘gmebgz‘gix(ﬁ;sive]y allotted
whéther it is not ameasure which falls within the class of subj
to the Pr,

. rth
2 Section 11, of the British No
g N Section 92, sub-Section 11, of | Provincial ob-
America ‘X:t:.c lgs%iiggizez;qn’gﬁz Incorporation of companies with

jects® and sub.Rent

L ivil rights
ection 13 of the same Section, rela‘tmi’:”to \‘dl:ng);ii{otgfl amre
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SHIPyENT OF Gra

continued—
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r. Scott .
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voe
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LIQUORr TRAFFIC REGULATION BILL (J)—

ouse again ip Committee
Bill reported with amendments N )
CANADA SOUTHERN RAILWAY SCHEME BILL ®=
lon for thiyq r ) .

cading— My, Dickson
Motion to amend—3q,. Hope
After debate

Bill vead the

ees

» amendment, rejectod—Contents, 12 ; Non-contents, 39
third time ang passed
BIBLE CHRIgTIAN MISSIONARY BILL (K)—

Motion for third :

reading My, Simpson
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464
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468
468
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Motion in amendment—

¢ That the quest:on be not now put, but that the Bill be referred ‘to the Judges of the
Supreme Court for their opinion on the question whether this measure does or does
not relate to a matter coming within the classes of subjects assigned exclusively to
the Legxslatures of the Provinces by the British North America Act, 1867, section 92,
sub-section 13, ‘ Property and Civil Rights n the Provinces’; sub- section 11 of the
same section, ‘ Incerporation of Companies, with Provincial objects ; sub-section 16,
¢ Generally all matters of a merely local or private nature in the Province’; and,
lastly sub-section 7, ¢ The establishment, maintenance, and management of Hospi-
tals, Asylums, Charities and Eleemosyna y Institutions in and for the Province, other
than Marine Hospitals’.”—Mr. Bellerose.

After debate, motion rejected, Contents; 14, Non-Contents, 34.
Bill read the third time and passed

Friday, April 5th.

MONTREAL BUILDING ASSOCIATION’S BILL (G)—
Reported from Committee, read the third time and passed.

SYDENHAM HARBOR COMPANY'S BILL—
Reported from Committee, read the third time, and passed

MinisTERIAL CHANGES IN QUEBEC—Motion for return—Mr. Campbell—Agreed to

ConstrUcTION OF THE PaciFic Rainway—Motion—

¢* That this House regrets that the mode adopted by the Government in relation to the
construction of the Pacific R ilway involves the expendxture of enormous sums of pub-
lic money without any corresponding beneficial results.”—Mr. Read.

Debate a.dJoumed—Mr Girard

WITNESSES COMPETENCY IN COMMON ASSAULT CASES BILL( )
—Read the second time—Mr. Pelletier . .

POST OFFICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL (l/)—
Read the second time—Mr. Pelletier ..

MARITIME COURT OF ONTARIO BILL (55)
Read the second time—Mr. Pelletier

MAINTOBA CONFLICTING LAND CLAIMS BILL (46)-——
Read the second time—Mr. Scott

PUBLIC WORKS LAW AMENDMENT BILL (13)—
Read the second time—Mr. Pelletier ... ..

LYON DIVORCE BILL (H)—
Third Reading postponed after discussion

Monday, April 8th.
THE PACIFIC RarLway—(Peace River Route)-—Motlon for return—Mr. Mac-
donald (Victoria) .. ..
Agreed to after debate

INDIAN TROUBLES IN THE NommWnsr—Enqmry, Mr. era.rd Answer—Mr.
Scott

AMENDING THE RULEs——Receptxon of vaate Bxlls—Motxon——Mr Bellerose
After debate, postponed. ...

THE FIRE AT ST. Jony, N. B. —Enquu'y, Mr Dever Answer, Mr. Scoft.

THE SEssioNAL PrinTING—Motion to adopt Report of Printing Committee—Agreed
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BROCKVILLE AND OTTAWA AND CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY
BILL (9)__

ad the second time—Mr. Penny ...

HOCHELAGA BUILDING SOCIETY’S BILL (48)—

ead the secong time—Mr. Trudel ... . s
MINISTERIAL CHANGES 1N QuEBkc-—Message from His Exce.llency .e
CoNTagroys Diseases or CarrLE—Explanation, Mr. Pelletier
Consy

i —Mr. Girard
RUCTION oF tHE PactFic RaiLway—Debate continued—MTr.

POST-OFRICE AcT AMENDAMINT BILL (17j—
Read the third time and pussed—Mr. Pelletier ... .
MARITIME COURT OF ONTARIO BILL (55)—

| the third time and passed—DMr. Pelletier ..

PUBLIC WORKS 1AW AMENDMENT BILL (18)—
Mot@on for third reading—Mr. Pelletier .
Motion ¢ amend—Mr. Wilmot ..

. After discussion, third reading postponed
i
LYon DIVORCE BILL (H)—

Re&d the third time and passed on a Division—Mr. Kaulbach
otion to retyry evidence—Mr. Kauloach—Agreed to ..

Tuesday, April 9th.

Evibexcg IN Divoreg Casgs—Motion—
“To Resolve’ T
shall not §,
Printed fop
Power,

hat the evidence taken in Div?]rce lfiawa beggt;e glc:;n;lli:}tlezsv i?ife :lx;ssil:]v.lug;
Is of the House 5 Tty
I:;xleps:: gg E/}Il:xrfl;)elg?iidoshall be distributed only to Members.”—Mr

After debate, motion allowed to stand .. .- ve .o .o
Motion._

i d the
" That the eviq itted by the Select Committee to whom was referre
Bill intitulod ; « g nek s 43 sovet of Vicooin Blaaboth Lyon’ be not inserted
m the Jourpylg of this House.” —Mr. Kaulbaeh.

Agreed to .

Tae Royrg OF THE Paciric Raruway—Motion for return—Mr. Macdonald,

(Vietorja) 7 THEHEE HIRIATTIOOR Or TR
GONSTRUCTION OF THE Paciric RaiLway—Debate cont;nued—DIr. Scott
ACRICULTUR MUTUAL ASSOCIATION's BILL (32)—

® first time— My, Miller . .
Wednesday, April 10th,

LIQUOR T

RAFFIC REG BILL (J)—
Anmendme c PEGULATIONW ( )

nts concurred in

Thursday, April 11th '
furomts or Praster OF Paris AND GypsuM—Motion for Return—Mr,
McClelan— Agreed to )
Tue Doxuinioy
CANADIAN Ppg;

Duties (o

annxuanotion for Return—Mr. Dever—Agreed to
Fic RAILWAY~Enquiry, Mr. Cornwall; Answer, Mr. Scott ..
LLECTED T S, JouN—DMotion for return—Mr. Dever— Withdrawn
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Inpiax REeservEs IN Britisga CoruMBiA—Motion for return—Mr. Carrall
After debate, agreed to

Earr DurreRIN'S DEPARTURE—DMessage and Address
After debate, adopted

CANADA AGRICULTURAL INSURA"\ICE CO0.’S BILL (‘)9)—
Read the first time—Mr. Bellerose ..

RECEIVER-GENERAL AND ATTORNEY-GENERAL OFFICES BILL
(51)—
Read the first time—Mr. Scott .. .. .

LIQUOR TRAFFIC REGULATION BILL (J)—
Read the third time and passed, after debate

MANITOBA CONFLICTING LAND CLAIMS BILL (46)—
Motion to go into Committee of the Whole—Mr. Scott
Motion to amend—Mr. Girard. . .

After debate, amendment adopted ; Contents, 22 ; Non—Contents, 18
House in Committee— .. . .
Bill reported, read third time and passed

PUBLIC WORKS AMENDMENT BILL (13)—
In Committee, read the third time and passed

PORT WHITBY HARBOR COMPANY’S BILL (19)—
Read the second time—Mr. Aikins .

Friday, April 12¢th.

AGRICULTURAL MUTUAL ASSURANCE ASSOCIATION BILL (32)—
Read the second time—DMr. Miller ..

Printing EvIDENCE oF DivorcE CoMMITTEES—Motion—

¢t That the question of printing the evidence taken in Divorce cases before Committees
of this House, be referred to a Committee to be composed of the Hon. Mes-
sieurs Botsford, Scott, Campbell, Burcau, Haviland, Miller, and Seymour, with a
view to their reporting a rule for a.dopt.xon by the House.”—Mr. Power.

Motion agreed to
ForeiaN Insurance Compaxies—Motion for Return—>Mr.2Aikins—Agreed to...
PRIVATE BILLS IN THE SENATE—

Motion—

¢ That the question of amending the 49th Rule of this House so as to make it applicable
only to Private Bills origin (ting 'n the Ncnate, be referred to the Select Committee
appointed this day for “the purpose of reporting a rule for the adoption of the
House in reference to printing the evidence taken in Divorce Cases before Select
Committees.”---Mr. Bellerose.

Motion agreed to . .. .
BROCKVILLE & OTTAWA AND CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAYS

AMALGAMATION BILL (9)—
Reported from Committee, read the third time and passed . .

HOCHELAGA BUILDING SOCIETY'S BILL (48)
Reported from Committee, read the third time and passed

WITNESSES COMPETENCY IN COMMON ASSAULT CASES BILL (3)—
In Committee of the Whole—Mr. Scott .

After debate, reported without ameniment, read third tlme and passed.
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CONSTRUC’['IO}{ OF THE Paciric RaiLway—Debate continued —Mr. Penny
T

HE ADDRESS 10 His EXCELLENCY— Announcement of Presentation—Mr. Scott

Monday, April 15th.

PORT WHITBY HARBOR COMPANY'S BILL (19)— 1
Reported from Committee, read the third time and passe
Tue MiNisteRIATL, CHANGE IN QuEBECc—Resolution :(— ‘
“To resolve, _That the Messages of His Excellency the Governor-General r:i 1;}(1& 23:(111
larch a;.nd 8th April, be now read, and that it be resolved that thel :(em\ﬁnistr Pwa.s

by the Lieutenant-Govern.r of the Province of Quebec towards his late ) y

at variance with the constitutional principles upon which Responsible Government
should be conducted.”-—Mr. Campbeil . e

Degarg ADsourNEp—Mr. Power

.. . en

ONTARIO EXPRESS AND TRANSPORTATION COMPANY’S BILL (7)—
Read the first time_ Mr. Hope . . . .

Tuesday, April 16th.

BirLg ASSENTED po__
THE Pacrp

Y

1¢ RaiLway—Motion for retwrn —Mr. Read—- Agreed to ..

TrE Eastrg ADJOURNMENT—Motion- -

* That whey, this Honge adjourns on Wednesday next, it do stand adjourned to Tuesday
the 23rq April.”—_Mr, Aikins

Motion agreed to “

Tue MiNisTERILT, Crance v Quesec—The debate continued—Mr. Power

a-

Motion in amendment,

““That al1 the words after ¢ To Resolve’ be struck outla?}d the fo]lo:vinglsltlﬁztg;wotji(}l;
‘That under the rule of our Constitution, the Federa overnment, anc -
clal G""Emments.l:azl? in their own spixere enjoy :951)011@bl:n(;&w;e;x;me&ti:qﬁzlr]g;
separately. an( independently ; therefore, nnder exis ing circumst: , s
deems it in expedi(e::%):o offer Xny cpinion on the recentaction of thiILle.euttnant-(;overnor
of the Provinge of Quebee, or of his late Ministers.” ”—Mr. Haythorne

tived~(90ntents, 20 ; Non-contents, 37

agreed to on the same Division

. Wirsesses Coxperency 1x Comyox Assavir Cases—Motion for third reading—
Mzr. Pelletiey ..

A‘mendmentRMr
Bill reaq the thiy

Motion nega
Resolution

- Dickey—adopted
d time and passed

Wednesday, April 17th.

TRANSPORTATION op StERL Rarns—Motion for retwrn—Mr. Macpherson—Agreed
to after debate

RECEIVER.GENRRA, AND ATTORNEY-GENERAL OFFICES BILL
Bl AND

Motion for ge

Motion to po

Amend

cond reading— My, Scott .. " T N
Stpone secon%l reading for three months—Mr. Wilmot....
nent adoptedg(jontents’ 3t ; Non-contents, 22

DECK-LOADS BILL

(62)—
Read the first time .,
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641
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MALT DUTY BILL (61)—
Read the first time—Mr, Pelletier

HOMESTEADS EXEMPTIONS IN TERRITORIES BILL(41)—~
R:ad the first time—MTr. Scott .. . ..

PENITENTIARY ACT 1875 AMENDMENT BILL (69)—

Read the first time—Mr. Pelletier .. ..
CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY ACT AMENDMENT BILL (5")—
Read the first time—Mr. Pelletier .. ase
ONTARIO EXPRESS AND TRANSPORTATION COMPANY’S BILL
(M—

Read the second time—Mr. Hope e

{ONSTRUCTION OF THE Paciric RaiLway—Debate continued—Mr, Trudel
Debate adjourned—Mr. Hope

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AUDIT BILL (53)—
Reud the first time—Mr. Scott .

MERCHANTS SHIPPING BILL (63)—
Read the first time—Mr. Pelletier .. ve e

Thursday, April 18th.

CANADA AGRICULTURAL INSURANCE COMPANY’'S BILL (29)—
Read the third time—Mr. Bellerose .

AGRICULTURAL MUTUAL ASSURANCE ASSOCIATION BILL (32)-—~
Read the third time and passed e .

A PersoNAL ExpLANATION—Dr. Carrall ...

DECKLOADS BILL (62)—
Read the second and third time and passed—Mr. Pelletier

ConstrucTION OF THE PaciFic RAiLway—Debate continued—Mr. Hope
Debate adjourned—Mr. Haythorne

CarrLr Diseasks IN ENoLAND—Enquiry, Mr. Haythorne ; Answer, Mr. Pelletier
Tuesday, April 23rd.

INTERCOLONIAL RaILwaY HEADQUARTERS—Motion—

** That the return presented on the fifteenth day of March last to the Address of this
House of the 20th day of February last for copies of all Orders-in-Council, reports,
recommendations and correspondence and a1y other information in the possession of
the Government relative to the fixing of the headquarters of the Intercolonial Rallway
at Moncton be taken into consideration.”—Mr. Power. .

After debate, subject dropped

MERCHANT SHIPPING BILL (63)—
Read the second and third time and passed—Mr. Pelletier

MALT DUTY BILL (61)—
Read the second and third time and passed—Mr. Pelletier

HOMESTEADS EXEMPTIONS IN TERRITORIES BILL (41)_.
Read the second time—Mr. Scott .

PENITENTIARY ACT 1875 AMENDMENT BILL 69)—
Read the second time—Mr. Pelletier . .
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CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY ACT AMENDMENT BILL (»2)—
ead the second time—Mr. Pelletier ... .. ot .-

PRISONERY SURETIES BILL (73)—
Read the first time—Mr. Scott

MANITOBA CONFLICTING LAND CLAIMS BILL (46)—
Lhe Commons disagrees to the amendment
otion to consider Message—Mr. Girard

CO}:STRUCTION OF THE P&c1Fic RamLway—Debate continued —Mr. Haythorne ..
ebate adjourned—Mr." Miller

Wednesday, April 24th,
Tae J UDICIARY OF NEW Bruxswick—Enquiry, Mr. Dever ; Answer, Mr. Scott

INSOLVENT INSURANCE COMPANTES WINDING UP FACILITY
BILL (65)—

ead the first time— Mr. Scott .- e
INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT FURTHER SECURITY BILL
(1

Read the first time—Mr. Scott
PETITION FOR A PrivaTE Binr—Refused

PENITENTIARY ACT 1875 AMENDMENT BILL (69)—
d the third time and passed—Mr. Pelletier ... ..

HOMESTEADS EXEMPTIONS ESTATES BILL (41)- -
ad the third time and passed—Mr. Scott

AUDITING OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS BILL (H3)—
ead the second time . ..

PRISONER'S SURETIES BILL (73)—
ad the second time—MTr. Scott

CONSTRUCTION oF THE Pactric Rarwav---Debate continued—Mr. Miller
ebate adjourned —Mr. Read

Tharsday. April 25th.

STADACONA INSURANCE CO.'S BILL (10)—
Reporte from Committee, read the third time and passe:d

ONTARIO EXPRESS AND TRANSPORTATION C(OMPANYS BILL
(7)

Reporteq from Committee, read the third time and passed

. . retnrTy irard —
ONFLICTING CLatys 10 Laxp 1x MaxitoBa-—Motion for return—Mr. Gira
Agreed to. .

INSOLVENT INSURANCE COMPANY'’S BILL (65)—
Jommittee of the Whole— Mr. Scott ... . e -

PACIFIC RATLW
Motion to g0 into

C

AY ACT AMENDMENT BILL (."):2)—-_
Committee of the Whole—Mur. Pelletier

Amendment adopted

PRISONERg

SURETI S ‘L -3 -
Read the thiy 58 BILL (73) ,
11

d time ang passed
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Friday, April 26th.
Tur Sreet. RaiLs—Motion for return—Mr. Wark—agreed to

Tue DEFENCES OF BritisH COLUMmA—Enqmry—\Ir Macdonald (Vlctona)
Reply—DMr, Scott o . .. . .
Tue CoNSTRUCTION oF TUE PACIFIC RMLWM——Debate continaed—Mr, Reesor ..
Resolution adopted, Contents 36, Non-Contents 20

PROMISSORY NOTES AND BI1LLS OF EXCHANGE BILL (4)~
Read the first time--Mr. Scott e . .

MISDEMEANOR LAW OF EVIDENCE AMENDMENT BILL (40)-
Read the first time—Mr. Campbell ..

MANITOBA CONFLICTING LAND CLAIMS BILL—
Message from the Commons considered
Mouou to recede from amendments—>Mr. Scott-—Aftel debate, wygl ee»l to

J NSOLVENT INSURANCE COMPANIES BILL (Go)~—
Read the third time and passed-—Mr. Scott .

Monday, April 29th.
INTERCOLONIAL RAtLwaY—Motion for return—>Mr. Wark
PUBLIC *CCOUNTS AUDIT BILL (53)—
Motion to go into Committee of the Whole—Mur. Scott
House 18 CoMMITTEE

Bill reported with Aluentlment»

INDEPENDENCE OF PARLTAMENT FURTHER SECU RIT\ BILL
(14—
Read the second time after debate
PACIFIC RAILWAY ACT AMENDMENT BILL (52)—
Consideration of Report of Committee postponed ..

Tuesday, April 30th.
Tug Revexuk oF tie Doxixox— Motion for Returns—Mr. Dever-—Agreed to

ELECTION LAW AMENDMENT BILL (7())—
Read the first time—Mr. Pelletier ' .

BUILDING SOCIKETIES’ A\IEND‘\II&NT BILL (')“))m
Read the first time..

PACIFIC RATLWAY ACT AMENDMENT BILL (52)—
Motion to reconsider report of Committee of the Whole—Mr. Pelletier
After debate, motion rejected - -Contents, 20 ; Non-Contents, 3¢
Awmendments concurred in, and Bill read the third time aud passed ...

STAMPS ON PROMISSORY NOTHS AND BILI& OF EXCHANGE

BILL (4)—
- Read the second time

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AUDIT BILL (u}
Amendments concurred in

. Wednesday, May Ist.
SrePrerer’s Canan—Motion-—

¢ That the Return to the Address of the Senate during the present Nession, for copies
of con@racts, R:ports, and Orlers in Council relating to the St. Peter’s Canal be
taken into cons’deration by th: House.”-~Mr. Miller. -
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FISHERIES OF Britigy (¥

PUBLIC ACCOUNT:
Read the third time

... 870
OLUMBIA—Enquiry—Dr. Carrall ..
S AUDIT BILL (53)—

870
e * .‘ | 14)_.
THER SECURITY BILL ( -
INDEPENDENCE 0F pARLIAMENT FURTHER 8RO . - 80
In the Committes .. " <85
ELECTION 1o w AMENDMENT BILL (20)f '
Read the second time—Mr, Pelletier .. L 55) -
BUILDING SOCIETIES' AMENDMENT IBILL“(.O
Read the seconq time—Mr, Allan a85
STAMPS ON BILLS op EXCHANGE BILL (4)._- —
n Committee~Mr. Scott ., )
Thursday, May 2nd.
THER SECURITY BILL (58)—
INDEPENDEN (R PARLIAMENT FURTHER SECU . - 886
Congideration of amendments.. .

otion to restore clay

887
se “B"—Mr Scott—rejected
otion to Postpone fu

a division
i i Mr., Allan-—Agreed to on a
M rther consideration—Mr,

_ 893
ELECTION 1,Aw AMENDMENT BILL (20)
In Committee~Mr. Pelletier
' Friday, May 3rd.
: . 895
BUILDING SOCIETIRS BILL (55)— o o
Read the third time and passed .. -

896
L P r—Aoreed to

Tue Haws CHaNcery Case—Motion for return—>Mr. Penny g

TuE TrANSPORT

; answer
. Myr. Macpherson ; uanswer,
ATION oF Rarvs ConrracT—Enquiry—Mr. Macy
Mr. Scott .

896
. see "' - _ 896
STAMPS ON BILLS oF EXCHANGE BILL 4
Read the third time— My, Scott .- o
LAW OoF EVIDENCE AMEND.MENT BILL (40)— 8
Motion to Postpone, second reading .
Motion carried—.

. o 898
Contents, 33; Non-contents, 23... .
THE Pypy,;

ittee—Mr. Simpson—
¢ PriNtiNg —Reports of the Joint Committee—Mn _ 898
Adopted . .. .
AN » 9

[NDEPENDENCE OF PARLTAMENT BILL— S, 8
Motion for third reading .. N Ty ckey—rejected.—Con- ]
Motion to reconsidey a,gmndment to clause 10—Mbr. Du:” y " 899

tents, 37, Non-contents 19 . 37 - Non-
’ ’ . O ntents, ?
Motion to amend  clause 10—Muy. Allan—Agreed to. o " B 3%
coutents, 19 .. .. = -
ill read the third time and passed ... -

ELECTIONS LAW AN[END)[ENT ]’:I_LL (20)— o ggl}
Motion to refey 4, Committee of the W hole— 16 ; Non-contonts, 38 ]
Motion to amend— My, Ryan—Rejeeted ; Conteuts, ead the third time and 002
Bill in Committee, reported vithout amendment, )

passed . . .
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XX
Monday, May Gth.

SUPREME COURT AMENDMENT BILL (68)—
Read the first time. .. .. . 903

Tuesday, May 7th.

Forr Francis Lock—Motion to adopt the report of the Committece—Mr. Mac-

pherson .. .. : 904

Motion agreed to on a division . e . 913
SUPREME COURT ACT AMENDMENT BILL (68)-—

Read the second time—Mr. Scott .. .. e 913
PACIFIC RAILWAY ACT AMENDMENT BILL—

Message from the Commons . . .. 915

Motion to insist upon the Senate amendments—Mr. Campbell .. 918

Motion agreed to, after debate—Contents, 35 ; Non-contents, 20 .. . 934
LIQUOR TRAFFIC REGULATION BILL (J )—

Commons amendments concurred in .. . .. 934

Wednesday, May Sth.

PiLoTAGE REGULATIONs IN Nova Scoria—Motion for return—-Mr. Miller .. 935
After debate, agreed to .. .. - .. 937

Harirax Fisueries ComMission—Motion—

¢“ That copies of all documents and pleadings relating to the questions decided by the
award rendered at Halifax on the subject of the indemnity ot five millions five hundred
thousand dollars, under the Treaty of Washington particularly the 22nd apd 23rd
articles of that Trea.ty and copies of all letters and despatches betwe:n Her Majesty’s
Government and those of the United States of America and of Canada on the same
subject since the rendering of the award laid defore this House, in return to an Ad-
dress on the 24th day of April last, be translated into French by persons to be
selected for that purpose by the Hon. Messieurs Chapais and Bureau, under the super

intendence of the Clerk of the Senate.”—Mr. Bellerose. . 937
Motion agreed to, after debate . .. 939
Tue KaminisTiQuia TErMiNUs—Motion to adopt the report of the Committee—
Mr. Girard .. 939
Motion agreed to after debate—Contents, 80 ; Non contents, 18 .. .. 968
AID TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN MANITOBA BILL—
Read the first time—Mr. Scott .. . .. 965
The forty-first Rule Suspended .. e v 96D
Read the second and third time and pasqed .. e 066
ADULTERATION OF FOOD ACT AMENDMENT BILL—
Read the first time . . “ . 966
PREVENTION OF CRIMES OF VIOLENCE BILL—
Read the first time’. .. 966
SUPREME COURT ACT AMENDMENT BILL-— .
Read the third time, after debate, and passed ... ‘e .. 967

THE Havirax Fisueries CoMMISSION
Motion to Print the Report—Mur. Simpson—Agreed to ... . .. o7

PREVENTION OF CRIMES OF VIOLENCE BILL—
In Committee—Read the thivd time and passed ..
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A
JOLTERATION OF FOOD ACT AMENDMENT BILL—
the second and third time and passed .. . .. . 979

Thursday. May 9th.
I
N}EEPENDEN CE OF PARLIAMENT FURTHER SECURITY BILL (14)—

Message from the Commons disagreeing with Senate Amendments .. .. 979
Agssage from the Senate—moved—Mr. Campbell . .. e 981
Opted—Contents, 28 ; Non-Contents, 18 .. . . 983
THE SUPPLY BrrL—
trodused (Mr. Scott) ... . . .. 983
and Passed .. .. .. . .. R 1002
SU&’REME AND EXCHEQUER COURTS AMENDMENT BILL—
°8sage from the Commons disagreeing to Senate Amendments .. .. 1002
Agooge from the Senate—moved—Mr. Campbell .. 1008
N Opted—Contents, 14 ; Non-Contents, 11 . ... 1008
hltl) EPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT FURTHER SECURITY BILL—
¢88age from the Commons agreeing to Senate Amendment . .. 1008
Friday, May 10th.
Hus EXCELLENCY CoMMANDS THE ATTENDANCE OF THE COMMONS ... 1004
Buws ASSENTED TO 1004
Bitis Reservep e 1005
THE Syppry BiLL ASSENTED TO 1005
His ExceLLency’s Sperch 1005

PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT 1006



DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS

~——OF THE—

SENATE OF CANADA

—FOR THE—

FIFTH SESSION o
C4

OF FEBBUARY, 1878, .

s THE THIRD PARLIAMENT or tae DOMINION or
4, caLLED ¥or DESPATCH or BUSINESS oN THE SEVENTH DAY

CHAMBER gF THE SENATE.

Ottawa, 7th February, 1373,

This day, at Three o'clock, p.m., the

WiLLian B
UELL RICHARDS
Deput,y Governor,

Governor then withdrew.

THESPEECH FROM THE THRONE,

Ottawa, Friday, g February, 1878.

g assembled, Hj -
lency was pleased to command th;sa,ﬂf:ci-
ance of the House of Commons, and that

The Speech, ’

House being present, His Excellency was
pleased to open the Fifth Session of the
Third Parliament of the Dominion of Can-
ada with the following Speech from the
Throne :—

Hon. Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons ;

In again summoning you for the despatch of
business, I am gl.d to be able to say that
nothing beyond the ordinary business of the
country requires your attendance.

It afforded me great pleasuretohave had anop-
portunity before my departure from Canada of
visiting the Province of Manitoba and a portion
of the outside Territories, which visit I accom-
plished during last Autumn. I have now had
the advantage of visiting every Province in the
Dominion during the term of my Government
of Canada.

I am happy 1o be able to say that the arbi-
tration on the Fishery claims, under the terms
of the Washington Treaty, has been concluded,
An award has been made by the Commission of
$5,500,00 as compensation to Canadaand New-
foundland for the use of their fisheries during
the term of the present treaty. Thisamount is
much less than that claimed by my Govern-
ment, but baving assented to the creatien of the
tribunal for the determination of their value,
we are bound loyally to assent to the decision
given.
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The exhibition of Canadian manufactures and
products at Sydney, New South Wales, was
successfully carried out, I trust that the re-
sult will be the opening up of a new market for
Canadian goods even in 80 remote a region as
the Australasian colonies, shipments of Cana-
dian productions having already been made,
The expenditure will slightly exceed the esti-
mate, but I doubt not the cost to Canada will
be amply repaid by the extension of her trade.

Preparations have been uninterruptedly car-
ried on, during the last six months, for securing
an ample but select exhibition of Canada’s pro-
ducts and manufactures at the great exhibition
t0 be held at Paris during the current year. A
further estimate will be required to meet the
expenditure. His Royal Highness the Prince
of Wales, as chairman of the British Commis-
sioners, has assigned a most prominent place to
Canada in one of the main Towers, where a
Canadian Trophy is now being erected.

A very disastrous fire occurred in June last
in the City of St. John, which caused the des-
truction of a large portion of the City, including
all the public buildings owned by the Dominion
Government. My Government deemed it
necessary to contribute $20,000 to assist in re-
lieving the immediate wants of the people who
were rendered destitute by so appalling a
calamity., I also sanctioned the appropriation
of some public money, with which to commence
the erection of new buildings for the public
business, which acts you will be asked to con-
firm in the usual way.

During last summer my Commissioners made
another Treaty with the Blackfeet, Blood and
Piegan Indians, by which the Indian title is
extinguished over a territory of 51,000 square
miles west of Treaty No. 4, and south of
Treaty No. 6. Tbe Treaty has been made on
terms nearly the same as those under Treaty
No. 6, though somewhat less onerous, The en-
tire territory west of Lake Superior to the
Rocky Mountains, and from the boundary
nearly to the 55th degree of North latitude,
embracing about 450,000 square miles, has now
been acquired by peaceful negotiation with the
native tribes, who place implicit faith in the
honor and justice of the British Crown.

Early in the past summer a large body of In-
dians, under Sitting Bull, from the United
States, crossed into British territory, to escape
from the United States troops, and have since
remained on the Canadian side,

The Speech.

[SENATE.]

Srom the Throne.

The United States Government made #
friendly but unsuccessful attempt to induce
these Indians to return to their reservations.
It is to be hoped that such arrangements may
yet be made as may lead to their permanen¥
and peaceful settlement, and thus relieve Can-
ada of a source of uneasiness and a heavy
expenditure.

The surveys of the Pacific Railway have been
pressed to completion during the past season.
A complete instrumental survey of the route,
by the valleys of the North Thompson and
Lower Fraser Rivers, has been made with &
view to ascertain definitely, whether that route
presents more favorable features than the
routes already surveyed to Dean Inlet and Bute
Inlet respectively. It is believed thatTthe ad-
ditional information row obtained will enable
my Government to determine which route,i¢
the most advantageous from Téte Jaune Cache .
to the sea. Full information will be laid before:
you at an early day, of the season’s work in this
and other directions. .

I am happy to be able to congratulate you o
the abundant harvest reaped in all quarters of
the Dominion ; and I rejoice that under thi#
and other influences there has been some im-
provement in the Revenue returns, thus indi-
cating, I trust, that the commercial depression
that has so long afflicted Canada, in common
with other countries, is passing away.

My attention has been called to some imper-
fections in the existing system of auditing the
Public Accounts, and a measure providing for
their more thorough and effective supervisios
will be submitted for your consideration.

The prospect of obtaining, at an early dayr
greater facilities for reaching the North West-
ern Territories and the Province of Manitoba,
is sure to attract a larger number of settler#
every year and, as much of the prosperity of
the Dominion depends on the rapid settlemenb
of the fertile lands in those Territories, it i%
desirable and necessary to facilitate such settle-
ment as much as possible. In order to affect thi#
measures will be submitted for your considera
tion concerning the registration of titles, the
enactment of a Homestead Law, and the promo-~
tion of Railway enterprise in districts nob
touched by the Canada Pacific Railway,

Your attention will be called to a measur®
for better securing the independence of Parlia”
ment,
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THE SENATE.
Monday, Feb. 11th.

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 p.m.
After Routine.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL called atten-
tion to the fact, that all the words of the
form used by the Speaker of the other
House at the Bar of the Senate were not
entered in the Minutes.

The SPEAKER—I beg to explain to
the hon, Senator, that when a Speaker is
elected during the currency of a Parlia-
ment, it is not usual to ask again the con-
cession of privileges which were asked for
and obtained at the beginning of Parlia-
ment. For that reason, although the
words were spoken the other day, I had
some hesitation in answering the Speaker
of the other House. The form in which
he put it required the answer to be given
in the same form. However, it was not
thought necessary to put it in that shape,
and after consultation with the Speaker of
the other House, it was recorded in the
Minutes as it appears, which is as nearly
as possible in the same form as in the
House of Commons in England.

THE ADDRESS.,

Hon. Mr.. THIBEAUDEAU, secon-
ded by the Hon. Mr. LEWIN, moved :—

That the following Address be presented
to His Excellency the Governor-General
to offer the respectful thanks of this House
to His Excellency for the gracious Speech
which His Excellency has been pleased to
make to both Houses of Parliament,
namely :(—

To His Excellency the Right Honorable
Sir Frederick Temple, Earl of Dufferin,
Viscount and Baron Clandeboye, of Clan-
deboye, in the County Down, in the Peer-
age of the United Kingdom, Baron Duf-
ferin and Clandeboye, of Ballyleidy and
Killeleagh, in the County Down, in the
Peerage of Ireland, and a Baronet, Knight
of the Most Illustrious Order of Saint
Patrick, Knight Grand Cross of the Most
Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and
Saint George, and Knight Commander of
the Most Honorable Order of the Bath,
Governor-General of Canada, and Vice-
Admiral of the same,
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May 1T PLEASE YoUur EXCFRLLENCY :

We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal
subjects, the Senate of Canada, in Parlia-
ment assembled, respectfully thank Your
Excellency, for your gracious Speech at
the opening of this Session.

‘We rejoice with Your Excellency that
in again summoning us for the despatch
of business, Your Excellency is able to say
that nothing beyond the ordinary business
of the country requires our attendance.

We are glad that Your Excellency had
an opportunity before your departure from
Canada of visiting the Province of Mani-
toba and a portion of the outside Terri-
tories, which visit Your Excellency ac-
complished  during last  Autumn.
Your Excellency has now had the advan-
tage of visiting every Province in the
Dominion during the term of your govern-
ment of Canada.

We are happy to be informed that the
arbitration on the Fishery Claims, under
the Washivgton Treaty, has been con-
cluded, and that an award has been made
by the Commission of $5,500,00 as
compensation to Canada and Newfound-
land for the use of their fisheries during
the term of the present treaty. Though
this amount is much less than that claim-
ed by Yowr Excellency’s Government, we
agree with Your Excellency that having
assented to the creation of the tribunal
for the determination of their value, we
are bound loyally to assent to the decision
given.

We rcjoice to know that the exhibition
of Canadian manufactures and products
at Sydney, New South Wales, was suc-
cessfully carried out. 'We trust that the
vesult will be the opening up of a new
market for Canadian goods even in so re-
mote a region as the Australasian colonies,
shipments of Canadian productions having
already been made. Though the expendi-
ture may exceed the estimate, we doubt
not the cost to Canada will be amply re-
paid by the ertension of her trade.

It gives ns great pleasure to learn that
preparations have been uninterruptedly
carried on, during the last six months, for
securing an ample but select exhibition of
Canada’s products and manufactures at
the great exhibition to be held at Paris
during the current year. We are pre-
pared to concur in any further grant that
may be required to meet the expenditure.

Hon, Mr, Thibeaudeau.
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That His Royal Highness the Prince of
‘Wales,as Chairman of the British Commis-
sioners, has assigned a prominent place to
Canada in one of the main Towers, where
a Canadian Trophy is now being erected;
we are also very glad to hear.

We regret to know that a very dis-
astrous fire occurred in June last in the
City of St. John, which caused the
destruction of a large portion of the city,
including all the public buildings owned
by the Dominion Government. Your
Excellency’s Government having deemed
it necessary to contribute $20,000 to
assist in relieving the immediate wants
of the people who were rendered destitute
by so appelling a calamity, and Your
Excellency having also sanctioned the
appropriation of some public money, with
which to commence the erection of new
buildings for the public business, we
shall be ready to do our part towards
confirming those acts in the usual way.

We are glad to learn from Your Excel-
lency, that during last summer Your Ex-
cency’s Commissioners made another Trea-
ty with the Blackfeet, Blood and Piegan
Indians, by which the Indian title is ex-
tinguished over a territory of 51,000
square miles west of Treaty No. 4, and
south of Treaty No. 6, that the Treaty
has been made on terms nearly the same
as those under Treaty No. 6, though some-
what less onerous; and that the entire ter-
ritory west of Lake Superior to the Rocky
Mountains, and from the boundary nearly
to the 55th degree of North latitude, em-
bracing about 450,000 square miles, has
now been acquired by peaceful negotiation
with the native tribes, who place implicit
faith in the honor and justice of the
British Crown.

We thank Your Excellency for the im-
portant information, that early in the past
summer a large body of Indians, under
Sitting Bull, from the United States,
crossed into British territory to escape
from the United States troops, and have
since remained on the Canadian side, and
that the United States Government made
a friendly but unsuccessful attempt to in-
duce thuse Indians to return to their re-
servations. We agree with Your Excel-
lency in hoping that such arrangements
may yet be made as may lead to their
permanent and peaceful settlement, and
thus relieve Canada of a source of unea-
siness and a heavy expenditure.
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sideration concerning the registration of
titles, the enactment of Homestead Law,
and the promotion of Railway enterprise
in districts not touched by the Canada
Pacific Railway. A

‘We shall also carefully consider the
measure for better securing the inde-
pendence of Parliament, to which Your
Excellency has been pleased to iuform us
that our attention will be called.

‘We thank Your Excellency for drawing
ourattention to the fact that experience has
shown that certain changes may advan-
tageously be made in the departmental
arrangements existing at present. The
bill for accomplishing this purpose with-
out increasing the expenditure, or the
number of departments, which Your
Excellency has been pleased to say will
be submitted to us, will not fail to reoeive .
our most attentive consideration.

We concur with Your Excellency in ~
the opinion that it is very desirable that
there should be uniforn legislution in all
the Provinces respecting the traffic in
spirituous liquors. Hitherto that trade
has been regulated by Provincial laws,
or laws existing before the Confederation
of the Provinces, although there has been
lately a conflict of authority as to the
jurisdiction of the local authorities. The
bill miaking the necessary provision which
Your Excellency has been pleased to say.
will be submitted for our consideratign,
will meet with careful attention from
us.

And Your Excellency may depend
upon the careful attention and considera-
tion of this House being given to the
various measures found necessary for the
amendment of existing laws which Your
Excellency is pleased to intimate will
also be submitted for our approval.

He said :—1In rising for the purpose of
moving an humble address to His Excel-
lency in answer to the Speech from the
Throne, I mast first crave the indulgence
of my honorable colleagues for my inexpe-
rience, considering the trying position in
which I am placed in this Parliamentary
life which is new tome. It is customary
to tender the great honor of moving the
address to the last appointed member of
this House, and in this instance, while ap-
preciating fully the honor, I cannot refrain
from mentioning that it becomes a plea-
sure, as it gives me an early opportunity
of expressing my deep and sincere re-
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spects to my senior and wiser colleagues.
Before entering into the consideration of
the Speech from the Throne, you will
allow me to congratulate our Canadian
people upon the worthy representative of
the Queen, our Governor-General, who
rules so wisely the destinies of our coun-
try, and represents so well by his justice,
great learning, and great ability, the Brit-
ish Crown and British institutions.

It is a pleasure to me, both as a French
Canadian and as a member of this honor-
able House, to remember the great and
universal sympathies that Lord Dufferin
has aroused on his passage thiough
villages, towns and cities throughout our
vast Dominion. He has inspired our
hearts with loyalty to the British
Crown, deep attachment to British insti-
tutions, and rendered dear and sacred our
a]legiance to Her Majesty.

1 may say in the name of all nationali-
ties of this country, that a deep sorrow
will be felt on the day that His Excel-
lency will be called from the shores of
the St. Lawrence to place under another
sky his eminent qualities at the disposal
of the British Crown.

The same regrets will apply as strongly
to Lady Dufierin, whose grace, affability,
and distinguished mind have adorned
our Canadian society.

- His Excellency has been pleased to
notige the award of the Halifax Commis-
sion, which closed the several difficulties
intended to be gettled by the Treaty of
Washington. By the maritime portions
of the Dominion the award is looked
upon as inadequate for compensating the
injuries resulting from American compe-
tition on the fishing grounds. Taking,
however, higher views of the question,
the people of this Dominion generally
hailed with satisfaction this temporary
settlement of a very vexed question, and
they cherish the hope of removing for
ever, from our relations with our neigh-
bors, a great cause of irritation. If some
regret might be expressed in regard to
the framing of the Fisheries clauses of the
Treaty, we have every reason to be proud
of our representatives in the Halifax
Commission, both our Commissioner and
our Counsel. The ability, discretion, and
high-mindedness displayed in the prosecu-
tion of our interests will, every one hopes,
be recognized by the country and the
Government in a handsome manner, in a
Hon. M7, Thibeaudeau!
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way commensurate with the importance
of the services rendered.

I hope, I may say I do not doubt, that
the United States will accept and act
upon the award, and, following the noble
example of Great Britain after the Geneva
arbitration, will pay promptly and with-
out dispute. It behoves a great nation
like the American people, to accept loyal-
ly the arbitration and maintain high and
untarnished the national honor.

I am sure this Honorable House must
feel satisfied, as truly as I do, at the high-
ly gratifying success that has crowned the
course pursued by the Government of
Canada, in undertaking to bring our pro-
ducts and manufactures into a prominent
position before our sister Australian
Colony of New South Wales. The ex-
hibition was intercolonial, but almost
assumed an international character ; and
I may say that Canada occupied a fore-
most position in her exhibit of products
and manufacturing industries, which at-
tracted the surprise and admiration of the
Australian Commissioners.

The manufacturers of Canada have
shown a great deal of enterprise in seek-
ing in Australia a market for their goods,
and their manufacturing ability has most
favorably impressed the Victorian com-
missioners, and I am glad to hear that
they have received already fair orders in
consequence of the fine display made by
them.

‘We French Canadi «ns of Lower Canada,
still hiving in the land settled by France,
cannot be indifferent to the action of
the Government in taking rank with other
nations at the next great international
cxhibition at Paris. There we shall show
to the world that under the British flag
we have both kept the traditions of our
ancestors, and followed the path of pro-
gress taught to us by that spirit of enter-
prise and great energy which distinguish
so highly the English people. Canada
will, at Paris, at Philadelphia and Sidney,
have good right to be proud of the pro-
gress accomplished in all and everything
that may concern and help the prosperity,
glory and strength of a nation.

The Government will be congratulated
for the measures they intend to pass in
order to promote the settlement of the
North-West territories, which are destined
to be the granaries' of British North
America, and to offer a home, in the fu-
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less, and spend less, and you will see
prosperity and happiness once more shine
upon our beloved country.

Hon. Mv. LEWIN-_In rising to se-
cond the address which has been moved by
the honorsble senator from Montreal, I
will only occupy the time of the House
for a few moments. I observe that His
Execllency, in his Speech, states that dur-
ing his term of office he has visited every
part of the Dominion of Canada. This is
a matter of great benefit to this Dominion.
I think it is greatly to our advantage that
a nobleman of His Excellency’s high, cul-
tivated intellect, should have seen for him-
self our vast resources, and made himself
personally acquainted with the great mass
of the people who inhabit this Dominion.
At some future day, mo doubt, his judg-
ment on Canadian matters may be of very
great importance to us. I am sure it
will always be given justly, and at the
same time with kindness, and with par-
tiality towards us. The next subject in
the Speech has reference to the arbitration
at Hali‘ax, on the Fishery Commission.
I must say that before that Commission
sat it always appeared to my mind a very
difficult and complex thing to reduce to a
money value the balance of the advant-
ages which pertained to the Americans
under th+ Washington Trea‘y. I cannot
help speaking of the great ability, research
and zeal exercised by the persons employ-
ed by the Dominion in that matter.
Whether I refer to the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, or the officers of the Fish-
eries Department or the learned Counsel
employed, they all displayed a research
and patriotism which, I think, demand
the highest praise of this House; and I
cannot help thinking that Her Majesty’s
Government are to be congratulated upon
the choice they made in their agents and
servants. to carry out that Commission, as
one of the characteristics of a wise Gov-
ernment is certainly to make a good se-
lection of their officers and servants. I
know many persons think that the award
was not equal to our claims, but it is a
matter of secondary importance whether
we obtain a million of dollars, more or less,
The great point, I think, was to settle an
irritating question between our neigh-
bors and ourselves, and T trust
the day may be far distant when
any other question may arise to mar
the harmonious relations which exist be-
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tween our great neighbors and this it will be wunnecessary to refer.
Dominion. I see a reference in the | But one is announced for the

Speech to the Exhibition at Sydney last
year, and to the coming Exhibition at
Paris. I believe that the country, indi-
rectly, benefitted very largely from these
exhibitions, and, judging from personal
observations of the one made by our peo-
ple at the Centennial, Philadelphia, they
need not be ashamed in any respect to
compete with any other nation in the
world. I am satisfied that the benefits
derived from these exhibitions will amply
repay the expense which has been in-
curred. I now come to the paragraph
which refers to the disastrous fire in St.
John—a fire which, comparatively speak-
ing, was the most ruinous ever witnessed
on this continent. The fire broke out at
two o'clock in the afternoon, and by five
o'clock there were two hundred acres of
burning city, including the whole busi-
ness part. Buildings as substantial as
these Houses of Parliament in which we
are now sitting, melted before the fire.
There were burnt, I think, thirteen
churches, and out of five banks four were
destroyed. The City Hall, the Govern-

ment Buildings, Post Office, Savings
Bank, Custom House, and Receiver-
General’s Office, were all utterly

destroyed ; and from the best estimate
that has been made, there were from
twelve to fifteen thousand people left
homeless and houseless. I have no doubt
the grant which was sent by the Domin-
ion Government will be unanimously
voted by the House, and I feel thankful
for the promptitude with which it was
- sent. There is a further reference in
the Speech to the treaties made with the
Indians in the North-West. There is no
doubt that Canada has to a great
extent—more than probably any other
country,—succeeded in treating with the
Indian tribes and races. They have
treated them with a degree of justice,
moderation, and good faith, which has
commanded their respect. - It appears
that the same course of procedure which
" commands the respect of civilized nations,
will also command the respect of uncivil-
ized tribes. With regard to our distin-
guished visitor, Sitting Bull, I hope he
will soon return to the United States
pastures. Attention is ealled here to
various measures, to which, until they
are  brought  before the House,
Hon, Mr. Lewin.

better securing of the Independence of
Parliament—a most desirable measure,
which the present lJaw seems to take an
extreme view of. It is a matter of con-
gratulation, as His Excellency states at
the beginning, that no special occasion hag
arisen for calling Parliament together. I
very much regret to say that prosperity
has not returned to this country. Divine
Providence has blessed the West, and
indeed the whole of our Dominion, with
an abundant harvest, but there are many
interests still suffering from depression,
especially the great lumber trade, to which
the mover of the address has referred, and
he might also have added the shipping
interest, which is also greatly depressed.
Still, there is a small increase in the rev-
enue of the past year over that of the pre-
ceding twelve months, and I earnestly
trust it may indicate a return to more
prosperous times.. I beg to second the
address.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—TI do not pro-
pose to offer any opposition to the passage
of these resolutions. I desire to offer my
congratulations to the House on the acces-
sion of the hon. gentleman who moved the
address ; and speaking for myself, I am
particularly happy that the selection which
has resulted in his appearance amongst us
has fallen upon a French Canadian. I
think it would have been much to be
regretted if a French Canadian had not
been chosen. In the part of the country
where I live, it was rumored at one time,
that another selection was intended. I
think it would have been a source of
regret if any diminution had taken place

in this House in the numbers of
French Canadians, who are even
now too few. I agree in very

much that has fallen from the mover and
seconder of the Address. There are, of
course, points on which we diverge, but I
quite agree with very much that has
been said by both hon. gentlemen. I
particularly concur in what has been said
with regard to the visit of His Excellency
and the Countess of Dufferin to Manitoba.
It was my good fortune to be in that part
of the country at the time that their
Excellencies’ visit was paid, and it seemed
to me there was a remarkable earnestness
of feeling in the welcome which they
received there. There are a great many
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which we are dealing with the Indians,
we must remember that the United
States have other and greater difficulties.
to contend with than we have. I pass
over the paragraphs relating to Sitting
Bull, and would direct attention to that
which speaks of the completion of the
Pacific Railway survey, the opening up of
communication with the North-West, and
the enactment of a Homestead and other
laws there. I hope that the communica-
tion with the North-West is being opened
up, and that this is a sound reason why
we should pass such bills as are proposed ;
but I confess that the course which is
being pursued by the Government with
reference to the opening up of communi-
cation with the North-West Territories is
to me a mystery. There were two means.
of access to be opened up, one was by
way of Pembina through the United
States, and the other from Thunder Bay
to Red River, through our own country.
By neither of these routes does it seem
to me that the Government is making
exertions which promise any immediate
result. It is true that large contracts
are going on upon the second route
to which I have referred, between Fort
William and Winnipeg, and we may, per-
haps, receive, during the session, from the
hon. gentleman, the Secretary of State,
full information upon that point, and also
when it is expected that through commu-
nication will be possible by means of that
route. With reference to the other route,.
delays have occurred, which seem to me to
certainly demand explanation—I wasgoing
to say which seem inexplicable,—but cer-
tainly they demand explanation. Thereisa
distance of sixty miles between Winnipeg
and the fromtier, over which the rails
might have been laid three or four years
ago. The rails are there and ready to be
used. The excuse given has been that
there was no railway to the south of it
with which it could connect. That, in-
deed, is a very serious drawbuck ; still, the
laying of the rails, which are there, on the
surface of the track, which is ready for
them, would have given to the people of
Manitoba sixty additional miles of rail,
which would have saved them a very
large sum in transportation during the
last three or four years. I am glad to see
my hon. friend from Manitoba here, and
I speak in his presence, and subject to
correction, when I say that had those rails
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been laid three or four years ago, a very
Yarge sum, indeed, would have been saved
to the people of the North-West in trans-
portation, and particularly in view of the
heavy charges which were made by the
Steamboat Company which does business
on the waters of the Red River. Itisa
mystery to me why the one route, of
which I have spoken, has not been opened
up earlier, and how the second route is to
be used at all for many years to come. 1
trust that we shall have information on
these points. I can unite thoroughly in
that part of the Speech from the Throne
referred to in these gesolutions, which re-
lates to the Fisheries award. I do not
think we have derived, under the arbitra-
tion, that amount of compensation to
which the evidence entitled us. I think the
accumulation of evidence was very great
in our favor, and our case was very
thoroughly submitted, but I do not think
we can congratulate ourselves upon the
measure of justice which has been done to
us, and the award which yet remains to
be paid. I can express myself in the
language of this paragraph, that the
amount is much less than that claimed,
and to which the people of this country
are entitled, but as it has been the result
of mutual reference, we are ready loyally
to submit to it. I do not know about the
return of prosperity that is mentioned. I
agree with both of my hon. friends who
have spoken, neither of whom can see in
the bountiful harvest which it pleased
Providence to bless parts of this Dominion
with, any evidence of a return of that
prosperity which we enjoyed some years
ago. Other causes besides those referred
to—European causes to which my hon.
friend from Sunbury alluded some years
ago—still affect this country, and it must
be from some other and stronger sources
of prosperity, than the mere results of a
harvest in one portion of the Dominion
that we must look for a return of pros-
perity. I do not concur in the language
used by the hon. member who moved the
Address, in which he says that the Gov-
ernment could not have done anything to
avert the depression. I think the Govern-
ment and Legislature could have done
much, and could now do much, not to
avert this commercial depression, but to
alleviate the depression in manufacturing,
which makes the commercial depression
the greater. T believe it is the convietion
Hon, Mr, Campbell.
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of agreat many members who now hear
me, that a great deal could have been
done, and it would have been a matter of
great gratification to the majority of this
House and the country, if there had been
a paragraph in the Speech from the Throne
showing that an effort was to be made to
alleviate the depression which has so long
afflicted the Dominion. There seems to
be in this Speech from the Throne some
sort of display of sympathy. It is cer-
tainly very cold, and hardly to be called
an expression of sympathy, but in
previous Speeches from the Throne in this
Chamber, there was no expression of
sympathy of any kind. Even now it is
only an allusion. * It does seem that the
Government have no sympathy with the
unfortunate state of depression which
exists all over the country. They express
none. When deputations are sent to
them they receive curt answers, and when
the Speech is made trom the Throne the
language is of the coldest character, and
offers no promise and no hope of any
effort being made to ameliorate the con-
dition of the country. I could not but
smile at the allusion which my hon.
friend from St. John made to the measure
to secure the Independence of Parliament.
I venture to ask, if it is not too late ? And
whether the course pursued by the
Government in another place which we
are not now allowed to mention in this
Chamber, has not been to so honeycomb
the independence of that body that it is
now too late, in the last Session of this
Parliament, to pass a measure to secure
its independence. The paragraph which
proposes to put in some uniform and
complete shape the laws relating to the
traffic in intoxicating liquors will meet
with the sympeathy of the House, and
especially my hon. friend from Sarnia,
who has so long taken an interest in this
question. I hope the measure will be
such an one as will recommend itself to
the favorable consideration of this House,
and that we shall be able to enact a law
which will at all events open the way to
my hon. friend from Sarnia, and others
interested with him, to such measures as
are likely to result in the depression (to
use one of the words of the Speech), in
the traffic in liquor. I do not propose to
move any amendment to the Speech, and
I am happy to coincide with some parts of
it. I wish there was any evidence that the
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terested in the line south of the bound-
ary, and forming a junction between the
Northern Pacific Railway and the Pem-
bina Branch, but owing to difficulties,
which we need not now discuss, it was
impossible to have that hiatus filled. I
believe I am safe in saying that by
Avugust next not only will the gap between
Pembina and Winnipeg be filled, but an all-
rail route will be opened up. The laying
down of rails between Winnipeg and Pem-
bina would have been of no advantage,
inasmuch as the River Company would
have controlled the traffic. It is quite ob-
vious that the company in possession of
the upper end of the river would have
convrol of the fifty or sixty miles north of
the line, and, therefore, no advantage
would have been secured by the construc-
tion of that portion. However, I am happy
to inform the House that we have in-
formation which is reliable that this gap
will be constructed, and before the month
of August next, the all-rail route will be
secured to Winnipeg. My hon. friend,
who has always taken a broad view of the

g | Indian question, concurs with the Gov-

ernment in the mode of settling Indian
claims. It was impossible, after com-
mencing to settle with the Indians west
of Manitoba, not to continue the ar-
rangement with them up to the
Rocky Mountains. It was impossible,
even in the consiruction of the telegraph
line, to obtain the right of way without
promising to make treaties with them, It
was impossible to go in there with any
hope of peaceable settlement without deal-
ing with them in the same way as with
the Indians in the eastern part of the
country. The policy, not only of this
Government, but of preceding ones, has
been one of great liberality in dealing with
the Indians, and we know that the cost of
securing territory from them in that way
has been much less than the less merciful
policy of the United States. I do not
agree with my hon, friend that the cause
of the failure of the United States to
secure peaceable possession of the Indian
lands is that they have a smaller unoccu-
pied territory. I attribute it rather to
their inability to prevent white men from
trespassing on the Indian reserves. The
difficulties with the Sioux are due to the
attraction which the gold in the Black
Hills has offered to the whites, and
wherever such attractions have existed, it
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has always -been found impossible to pre-
vent the whites from encroaching upon the
reserves ; and from their difficulties with
the Indians have arisen national wars with
the tribes. I quite expected that my hon.
friend would have adverted, as he has done,
to the subject of the prevailing depression,
but I think the country, if not the House,
will concur in the views expressed by the
hon, gentleman who moved the Address,
that the depression is really owing tocauses
over which the Government has little or
no control. Among the causes that he
mentioned ag leading ones, were the stag-
nation in the lumber trade, and the ina-
bility of other nations to buy our products.
Another was, as he rightly described it,
the extravagance which prevailed in former
years of inflation, and the tendency of our
people to buy more than they were really
Jjustified in purchasing, merchants import-
ing larger stocks than people were willing
to buy, and forcing them off on long credits,
and inflating trade in an unwarrantable
degree. Some hon. gentlemen would lead
the House to believe that the Government,
by some legislative action, could have
stimulated the trade of the country and
increased our wealth. T fail to see how
any legislation could have given vitality
to any special trade without injury to
other interests ; and if we went into
any species of legislation by which every
trade would be subsidized by the Govern-
ment, what would be the result? We would
make Canada a much more expensive
place to live in than at present. Certainly,
a period of d-pression is no time to try
experiments in our fiscal policy. We see
that the United States is suffering more
than Canada. I do not hesitate to say
that if the figures and facts were gone into
that it could be satisfactorily proved.
From my reading of that, question during
the past year or two, T have come to the
conclusion, that the suffering is much
greater in the over-protected United States
than in Canada—that there is a fargreater
number of persons, according to population,
out of employment there than here. As1
said on a former occasion in this Chamber,
if there had been many factories here,
there would have been a larger number of
operatives thrown out of employment at a
time when they could find no other work.
Take, for instance, the boot and shoe in-
dustry, which has been very successful in
this country. I think the amount of
Hon. Mr. Scott.
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capital invested in that industry is
$15,000,000, and yet, though the impor-
tations of boots and shoes have been very
small, not over $300,000 per annum, there
have been failures in that trade, and why?
Because the purchasing power of the
community was exhausted ; because they
chose to manufacture more than the people
could consume. That would have been
the result in every other trade. If other
countries were willing to purchase our
goods, there would then be some reason
for stimulating trade of that sort, but we
know very well the nation with which we
have the largest trade, the United States,
has built a wall around itself, and will
buy from us nothing that they can get at
home. The hon. gentleman has made
some slight allusion to the act which has
more particular reference to another Cham-
ber, and he thinks that we ought to have
prepared legislation of that kind before.
I might say the same of the Government
of which the hon. gentleman was a mem-
ber. If he will look back into the history
of the last eight or ten years, he will find
that gentlemen who supported his Admin-
istration, and some who were in it, were
in the habit of violating the Independence
of Parliament Act, as frequently, if not
oftener, than the friends of this Govern-
ment. It has grown up in this country,
and for years has been utterly ignored. It
is necessary in the future that the inde-
pendence of the representatives of the
people shall be secured as far as legislagion
will permit it.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDELR—I do not
propose to discuss any of the subjects or
questions referred to in the Speech from the
Throne, not any one of which can be said
to be of very great significance. That

! Speech, which is certainly one of unusual

length, cannot but be disappointing to the
country ; for there is not one word in it
to indicate that the Government realize to
themselves the serious, and grave position,
into which the trade, and industries, of
the country have been drifting. No re- -
ference is made to the wide-spread anxie-
ties, which are at this moment felt and
expressed in every trade centre of the
Dominion. The Speech would almost
breathe the impress that what our rulers
chiefly care about, is that they should be cn-
abled, by the Revenue, or borrowing pow-
ers, to meet our public obligations. Is
there no responsibility resting upon the
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cities has become oppressively burden-
some to all classes. I do not purpose upon
this occasion to particularize the numerous
instances of wasteful expenditure by the
present Government, which, I am sure,
have been sufficiently dwelt upon, by a
portion of the Press. No matter what
Governments profess, they seem to be
carried away by the pressure and influence
of their supporters and friends, to enter
upon expenditures which no man can
approve. The public debt has thus been
unduly increased, while the commerce of
the country and the taxpaying power
have not increased in the same ratio. I
am of the number who hold that the
stagnation or depression, which we now
experience, might have been greatly
alleviated by a more statesmanlike policy
upon the part of our Government. I
cannot understand any enlightened man

y | at the present day applying abstract

theories of political science to a country
of only four millions, lying alongside the
great Republic with its forty millions,
mairtaining an extreme Protective Policy,
which amounts to almost entire exclusion
of everything which we manufacture.
What justice or reciprocity is there in
that? I freely confess that I am of the
number who think that we should hold
our own markets for our Canadian peo-
ple, and that we need not be afraid, but
that the competition amongst our own
manufacturers in every branch of trade
will be such as to bring down prices to
the consumer. With such means of
education and training, and so much
enterprise as our citizens possess, we need
be afraid of no monopolies enduring for
any period. If we desire to see the
Dominion hold its own and prosper, we
must bring to the front our ablest public
men, whatever party they may belong
to, The interests of the country must
stand above the interests of party.
We want the blessing of a more frugal
and able administration of our affairs.
‘Wo must have a more judicious expendi-
ture of the public moneys. We must en-
deavour to throw in a large additional
population into Manitoba, by securing to
them at the earliest moment, railway con-
neetion with the markets of the world.
We ought to make the lands in the North-
wast tributary to the carrying out of that
object, upon the principle adopted by the
Western States—that we ought to be
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influenced and guided by more patriotic
views and principles, to sustain and pro-
tect every Canadian institution and in-
terest. Our astute neighbors, the Amer-
icans, are gradually picking up our foreign
and domestic trade. Their insurance com-
panies are carrying off a large amount of
money annually from the country. Their
manufacturers, if not met with correspond-
ing astuteness, by our placing in power
our ablest public men, will gradually shut
up a large number of our workshops and
throw out of employment a large popula-
tion. Then again, have we always been
guided by a proper spirit of patriotism, in
upholding our own great Canadian rail-
ways to which we owe the great and rapid
development of our country? Have we
invariably shewn that consideration to
those English capitalists who put so many
millions sterling into those railways, no
doubt as an investment of money, but from
which we have received all the benefit,
while they have been receiving no divi-
dends upon such a large amount of share
capital. Those two great Trunk lines, as
the other railways, have necessarily been
worked on ordinary railway business prin-
ciples. If we are to have railways proper-
ly steeled and appointed in all their plant
and stock, 8o as not to endanger human
life, and serve all the interest of trade, we
must admit that they ought to earn their
way fairly. No one in this Dominion
can with truth allege that excessive rail-
way fares or freights have ever been
charged, but because from competition,
those roads have been driven to carry from
certain competing points at under-rates
and ruinous rates, they should therefore
carry from all points at such rates, simply
means the whole of such roads being very
soon brought to bankruptey and ruin. The
interests of trade would not longer be
served, and life would no longer be safe.
From this desire to drive our railways to
carry at rates which can never sustain any
road, have we not launched our municipali-
tiesin overwhelming debt, involving taxa-
tion which is oppressive to all classes at this
moment ? If the public, by such means,
obtain a temporary advantage, it can only
be for a short time, because roads to be
properly equipped and sustained, must
earn their way. Then again, we are
going to be asked, this session, to grant
legislation to hand over a leading through

Trunk Line to the New York Central, !

Hon, Mr, Alezander,
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which, if obtained, will strike a ruinous
blow at our own Canadian railways, and
tend to bring them to the ground. Should
we not feel a deep interest in sustaining,
by every means in our power, our own
first-class roads, as an essential element
to our prosperity ¥ Let us behold how
our neighbors in the great Republic
strengthen and build up every great
national interest. We, in our Canadian
Legislature, appear to be wanting in
that  broad patriotism. We have a
class of politicians who employ themselves
in schooling the people to demand some
delusive, small advantage and gain at the
sacrifice of the general well-being and
prosperity. If we are desirous to secure
the great onward progress of this country,
we must make it our study to protect and
sustain all those great interests and be pre-
pared to sacrifice all small selfish consider-
ations.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT.—I wish to
touch on two or three points in the
Address merely, and will not long occupy
the attention of the House. We all con-
cur in the opinion that His Excellency
the Governor-General has made himself
thoroughly acquainted with  every
province in the Dominion. And it will
be a matter of so great importance to our
future, that the knowledge that he has
thus acquired of our people and resources,
can be made available in the Parliament
of Great Britain, when subjects connected
with the interests of Canada come up for
discussion, that every one will heartly join
in that portion of the Address. With
regard to the Arbitration on the
Fisheries I entirely think no man could
be found in this Dominion superior to Sir
A. T. Galt, in conducting it. I have had
an opportunity of knowing and thoroughly
estimating his statesmanlike qualities
upon the Confederation delegation, and I
regret now, as I have before regretted,
that his great services, his valuable
abilities, are not within the walls of
Parliament. The Speech refers to the
great.calamity that has occurred in the
City of St. John, and I am sure I express
the feelings of every inhabitant of the
City and of the Province of New Bruns-
wick, in saying that the warm sympathy
evinced and large contributions given not
only from every portion of the Dominion,
but from our neighbors in the United
States and from Great Britain, to assist



The

thousands w}
of houge anv:l ll?o:;?e suddenly burned out

d -ati

eii}-)aof(;?x:;&-l;de.' St. John is another
divected labor c:;stance Of' -
occurred on the 2

now, 'I am informe

Hon. Mr. CAMP
were destroyed ¢ BELL

yonI;It(;)lI:é gf‘ fWILMOT.‘I cannot give
wag nearlyactiugum}t) er destroyed, but it
covered with bu‘ialdi;xm:1 rod acres thickly

on. Mr, X

thousand houseg,

H
e ;)lx:;tlér. WILMOT.‘The estimate
e loss amounted to between
i of
gvas about seven
ou can imagi
when, what took nilirtlye'

up was swept ;
the hurri PP Svay in

A ; the devoted cj ;
o ed city,

ne portion of the Address wl);ic}'fhﬁ::

eaderof the Opposi-

‘HOW many

LEWIN. About three

Ng We possess, I
simply a waiter op
k we ought to do
. Jminion, With all ouy and 1 say, in this

00k with pride oo of this House, must
which th % the countr f
ey eclaim descent y irom

We see that

[FeBrUARY 11, 1878.

Address. 15
more than one-half of the national debt of
Great Britain, yet they are to-day the
most prosperous country in Europe. They
have to a great extent attained that pros-
perity by their wise commercial and fiscal
legislation. When we look at the United
States alongside of us, with their protec-
tive policy, and the riots and labor
troubles which have occurred there, not, in
my opinion, in consequence of protection,
but from a determination to so restrict
the circulation by withdrawing their green-
backs, which cost the country no interest,
in order to come back to specie payments,
and issuing debentures bearing interest,
a large amount of which were sold in
Europe, and taxing the people to pay inter-
est, while the security was as good for the
greenbacks as it was for the debentures.
The reduction in the circulation between
1865 and 1873 was $1,200,000,000, the
circulation of all sorts being in the former
year $1,900,000,000, and in the latter
$700,000,000 ; the consequence was the
panic of 1873, and wide-spread difficulties
ever since. When we turn, to Great Brit-
ain, where the policy of so called free trade
has been adopted, we find great commer-
cial difficulties and general depression ex-
isting there also. In the last year their
imports exceeded their exports £120,000,-
000 sterling, so that the so called free
trade, which is a system of free imports,
and not a free interchange of commodities
on equal terms, which is.the only sound
system of free trade, is equally at fault
with protection ; but the subject that we
ought to understand lies deeper than either
protection or free trade ; it is the charae-
ter of the medium by which commodities
are exchanged. I am a freetrader if the
policy was carried out by being applied
to gold. There the freetraders stop, and

, | then their great panacea turns out a fail-

ure. I, last Session, stated my opinion of
the cause of the great commercial depres-
sion that prevailed as being the with-
drawal of £220,000,000 of specie from the
various commercial centres to pay the war
indemnity from France to Germany ; the
specie was the base of an immense amount
of credit, and when the base was with-
drawn the whole fabric of credit, or,
rather, debt fell; but France, making the
notes of the bank legal tenders, sustained
her commerce and industries, increased her
revenues, and she now holds one-half, as
it is estimated, of all the gold and silver
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«oin in Europe. Therefore, the whole
cause of the difficulties in the commercial
world is by not understanding this most
important subject of money or currency,
which is the life blood of trade, and should
be the equitable distributer of wealth,
Inflation, as it is termed, was & necessity
in the United States, consequent on their

civil war, but we in Canada derived a very .
profitable trade from it, as everything we |
could produce, manufacture, or import, |

found, during the war, a ready market in
the United States. While I entirely con-
-cur with the hon. gentleman who moved
this Address, that we havebeen importing
too much ; we have been expending too
much, and there has been a system of
extravagance, not only among public
bodies, but among individuals ; yet, short
expenditure isnot the remedy for our diffi-
culties. There are just two elements in
the wealth of every country: the pro-
duective labor and natural resources, and
we want wise legislation by which one
can be applied to the other in order to
create national wealth. That is the true
principle, and our Dominion notes,
properly secured, will furnish the medium.

Hon. Gentlemen—Hear! Hear!

Hon. Mr. WILMOT.—But my hon,
friend, the Secretary of State, says the
United States have built up a wall between
us, and I suppose we must necessarily,
therefore, take from them as much as we
can, thereby displacing the labor of our
own people in our own Dominion, in order
to do what? In order to get our goods
eheaper. Cheapness is a comparative term.
It depends upon what price a man can sell
for, in order to buy. Take the farmer
who has sons about him, and is able to
sell more than he buys. He prospers;
but if, on the contrary, he lets his sons
lie idle because be thinks his neighbor
can supply him cheaper, he would soon
find it a dear way of buying cheap. If
we buy more than we sell, and have to
pay out gold, which is our only money,
the very basis of the circulating medium
of the country—if we have to bring in
fitty millions of dollars worth of goods
from the United States, and sell to them
only twenty-seven millions of dollars

worth, the balance must be paid for, ;

either in gold or in debt, or in bank-

ruptcy. That is the result of it;

it cannot be anything else ; and I say

ander the circumstances, I perfectly agree
Hon. Mr, Wilmot,
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with what Sir A. T. Galt stated in his
letter some time since, that he was pre-
pared to adopt a retaliatory policy with
the United States, so that if they will not
buy from us, we will not buy from them.
But the great question after all is the
question of meney-—the medium of ex-
change. I would not have said anything
about this, but I am not prepared to take
it for granted that nothing can be done to
remedy the present state of things. I
will not subscribe to that doctrine. I
believe a great deal eould have been done.
My hon. triend knows I have not agreed
with the fiscal policy of the Government,
but at the same time, I state distinctly, if
they carried out freetrade to its natural
sequence, I am a freetrader. They stop,
however, just where freetrade should
begin, that is in gold. What astonishes
me is that other nations of the world have
not studied the question as they have
studied it in France, and relieved them-
selves from the difficulty caused by the
large absorption of bullion, which is the
principal cause of bringing about the great
commercial disturbances that still exist in
the commercial world. There is one thing
that we can all certainly be thankful for,
that is the abundant crop that has come
in to relieve us, from one end of the
Dominion to the other. If we had a
second short crop, God only knows what
would have been the consequences, but
still there are commercial difficulties, and
failures are occurring in the different com-
mercial centres of the Dominion. We
want something besides good crops; we
want a sound fiscal policy initiated by the
Government of our country.

Hon. Mr GIRARD.—So much has.
been said with reference to Manitoba and
the North-West, it seems to me I should
be allowed to say a word or two on the
Address in reply to the Speech from the
Throne. Reference has been made to
the visit of His Excellency the Governor-
General to Manitoba. 1 must tell you,
hon. gentlemen, that in the Province of
Manitoba we have certainly a feeling of
gratitude for the honor conferred upon
our province by that visit. Nothing has
contributed more to the true progress of
the North-West than the visit of His
Excellency, and the speeches which he
delivered on differqn¥ occasions to the
public, when called on. I was reading
to-day in a Manitoba paper that these
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United States, we must certainly approve
of the policy which has been followed by
the Canadian Government with reference
to the Indians of the Dominion. A large
sum of money has been expended, but it
certainly cannot be compared with what
has been expended for the same purpose
by the United States—not only money
but in the sacrifice of their best men—
and even yet there is in our neighbourhood
a feeling of uneasiness and f ar which
must stop all settlement for some years to
come. ‘The Speech refers to Sitting Bull.
Certainly it will be admitted that Sitting
Bull is a dangerous man, and the Govern-
ment cannot take too much precaution on
his account. There is no doubt that a
great responsibility rests with the Govern-
ment in reference to Sitting Bull and his
band. I think he is now on United
States territory, if the information which
I have received is correct. I sce the hon.
Secretary of State says no, but I ascer-
tained in passing through the United
States that he has gone over from our side
If such is the case our
responsibilities are increasing, for he will
be a cause of uneasiness. Amongst our
people he is feared, and it will be the

| duty of the Government to sce that he

and his band are placed on some reserve
where he can be looked after with the
greatest care and precaution. It is
certain that the mind of that warrior
is never satisfied, and though he may for
a while exhibit an appearance of gratitude
for the good treatment he has received
from the Canadian Government, he will
on the first occasion that offers, be dis-
Posed to give trouble and make the
American authorities feel yet that Sitting
The Speech
foreshadows the fact that we are to have a
chance of coming more into ccmmunication
with the world than we are at present.
It is certainly a great satisfaction for the
people of Manitoba to hear this, but it
seems to me, it is to be regretted, that it
has taken so much time to give us this
communication. The remark has been
made that the Pembina Branch could have
been constructed a great deal sooner,
instead of leaving the rails to rust on the
banks of German Creek, a small river
where thousands and thousands of them
are piled. It would have been better to
have them laid on the track than to have
allowed them to spoil without benefit to

2
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we ave to have that road, it will be received
with the greatest satisfaction. It is to be
regretted, that the first opening of the road

Notwithstanding the delay, if
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Railway beyond the Red River. Immense
sums of money have bheen expended for
the surveys of a line which will be of no
benefit. If the different sums, or part of

was not one that would give us direct | them, which have been expended for those

communiecation with the outer world, but
T suppose in the course of a year, we will
have a road from Winnipeg to Fisher's
Landing, which we have now to travel by
stage.
will very likely last for some years-—that

The effect of it will be—and it

the trade, instead of coming into the bosom

of the Dowminion, will flow into Minnesota |

and other Western States. The course of
trade is like the course of a stream, when
once it has taken a particular direction, it
is not casy to change it. The people of
Manitoba will be azcommodated, but the
Dominion will not have any profit from
the immense amount of money which has
been expended, and which is to be ex-
peuded, until direct communication is
opened to Lake Superior. In common
with the 1rest of the Dominion, I
am proud to be able to state to
this honorable House, that the Province
which 1 have the hoaor to represent, has
not to cotplain of bad crops. Last year
wo had good crops, but what will be the
profit on them to meet our obligations?
We have no outlet for our grain, and our
wheat has heen sold at fifty cents per
Lashel.  We have an obligation which we
have contracted with the Government. At
the time when the country was starving,
after the crops were destroyed by the
grasshoppers, the Government came nobly
to our assistance. They gave us seed wheau
and provisions. Now the people are called
upon to pay for these same things, which
were accepted as a loan, and which they
expected they would have to pay for at
no distant day. Jut  the difficulty
is this: the railroad is mot built, and
we are obliged to give at least four bush-
els of wheat for each bushel we received
two years ago. This is not altogether the
fault o” the Government, but if the m.oncy
granted for railway purposes had been
expended a little sooner, we would have
had a chance of sending our grains to the
best market. No doubt facilities will be
given for reaching the North-West Terri-
tories, but 1 suppose they will be limited
to the completion of the surveys. I don’t
expect, for my part, to see the road built,
as I don’t think it is the serious intention
of the Government to extend the Pacific
Hon. Mr. Qirard,

surveys had been applied to the location
of some railway communication in the
Province, my opinion is—and it is the
opinion of the people of Manitoba—that
at the present time the Province would
have been run through by railways from
north to south, and east to west. 1 sce
with pleasure and satisfaction, that it is
the intention of the Government to ter-
minate the difiiculties in relation to the
liquor traffic. I know there has heen
misunderstanding between the different
Provinces and the Dominion Government,
and it is well that we should know where
the responsibility rests, with reference to
the traffic in liquors. At the present
time, while so much is being done in every
Province to establish temperance princi-
ples, the Government cannot do too much
to favor the friends of temperance in every
way that they possibly can. It appears
that we will not be called upon during the
present Session to do anything except the
ordinary work assigned to the legislature
on such occasions. Sometimes I feel that
there is more than one Sitting Bull in the
way ; certainly there are many responsi-
bilities on every side, but I have no doubt
we will find in he members who are now
charged with the fate of the Dominion,
the neccssary wisdom to administer the
public aflairs of the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. VIDAL.— The occasions
have Leen so very few and far between
when I have been able to agree with the
CGovernment, in their policy, that I should
be wanting in my duty if I did not
express my satisfaction with that clause in
the Speech which announces that it is the
intention of the Government to give some
sttention to the liquor-tratic question.
What may bave led to this—whether the
late decision of the Supreme Court, or
whether it is that the voice of 500,000
people, petitioning for relief, has at last
reached the ears of the Governrient, or
whether it is the near approach of that
day when they shall be called to give an
account of their stewardship to constitu-
encies who are interested in having this
question settled, I care not; I am satisfied
with the simple fact that the Government
have at last recognized the fact that this
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paragraph) of the Address, it leads almost
to nothingness ; it follows with a dozen or
more paragraphs in which the Government
propound no policy—nothing to go before
the country with or to dispose of. A Re-
form Government should, according to the
principles of Reform, always have some-
thing to reform. Is there mnothing to
reform, when under the present Gov-
ernment, we have less money, smaller
revenues, heavier taxes and a larger debt?
I should think when the Government
come down with a Speech from the Throne,
in which they say, after four years of
power, that they have nothing to retorm,
their principles or vocation are gone, and
they have nothing left of the principles
which they advocated, on which to appeal
to the country. I think I have read
somewhere, that the President of the
Council—the late President of the Council
now—said when there was nothing more
for the Government to reform, or when a
Reform Government could find nothing
more to reform, he would not be slow to
leave it. There has been a sudden change
lately in the Government, a reconstruc-
tion, and we have not yet been told the
reason for this reconstruction ; but it must
be plain that that vacancy has been
caused because the Government have found
themselves incapable to deal with the
many interests in this country which require
reform, and the President of the Counecil
found it to be his duty, on his declared
principles, to leave the Cabinet. We have
the Government declaring in the first
place that we are called together and have
nothing to do beyond the ordinary business
of the country. That we should be called
together and go back to the country
without anything to be considered or
proposed by the Government is very
strange. The hon. Premier, when in
Opposition, declared that there should
be reform, retrenchment and economy
in the administration of public affairs;
that the number of Cabinet Ministers was
too large, and one would naturally sup.
pose that on coming into power, and after
being in power four years, and now going
to the people, the Reform Government
would at least propose a death-bed repent-
ance—a decrease in the amount of depart-
mental expenditure. We are promised
that some measure is to be introduced
here with regard to the departmental
service, but I do not believe it is in tha
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direction. There are still thirteen Minis-
ters in the Cabinet, and it may be that
they are going to appoint deputies, or
under secretaries, who will relieve them
of their labors, and enable them to attend
pic-nics, and party gatherings, and enjoy
themselves generally throughout the
country. There is little of importance in
the Speech but references to the St. John
fire, the ramblings of Sitting Bull, and
the Paris Exhibition. These matters are
all familiar to us. So far as the St. John
fire is concerned, we all feel a deep per-
sonal sympathy for the sufferers, in com-
mon with every person throughout the
Dominion, wherever the tale of distress
and misery has gone. As to the Fishery
Commission, I am sure the result is not all
that was to be exjected, or desired.
Coming, a8 I do, from that part of the
country where we know the full value
of our fisheries, I feel that we
have not received that consideration
in value to which we are entitled. Still,
it is to be hoped that this money, when
the award is paid, will be properly expend-
ed in the interests of the Dominion, and
not held out as an inducement for any
future tariff or fiscal arrangements with
the United States. As regards the Ex-
hibition at Paris, I must say that I do not
approve of granting money for such pur-
poses unless the Government turn their
attention to developing the manufacturing
and other great industries of the country,
so that they can utilize the advantages
afforded by such exhibitions. As regards
the Pacific Railway, we must be all
anxious that the Government shall
show us the best route to the Paclfic slope.
‘When this matter comes before us, I hope
we will not have any more exhibitions of
extravagance such as have been in the
Fort Francis Lock monstrosity, and the
Kaministiquia Harbor and the Goderich
Harbor jobs. I hope we shall have no
more such exhibitions of worse than waste
of public money ; and exhibition of favor-
itism, insincerity and incapacity on the
part of Government. We are told that
there will be a change in the management
of the Public Accounts, so as to have a
more perfect supervision of them. I hope
that will be the case, so that we will not
be subject, as we have beenin the past,
to extravagant expenditures that ought to
be obviated, and that there will be a better
provision against the extravagance of the
Hon Mr. Kaulbach,
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Ministers themselves, who also require
watching. As regards the promotion of
colonization railway enterprises, with land
subsidies in the North-West, in districts
not touched by the Pacific Railway, I
agree with hon. gentlemen who have pre-
ceded me, that it will be wise for us to see:
that such railways are not made tribu-
taries to the railway systems of the United
States, instead of to our own Pacific Rail-
way, which must receive our first and
paramount attention. With respect to
the proposed amendment to the Independ-
ence of Parliament Act, it is a subject
that requires careful consideration. T
opposed the whitewashing bill of last
Session, and I think that this House
will feel, (after the caution it expressed
last year, that it was not to be a pre-
cedent after the exposure of the Govern-
ment’s friends illegally, year by vear,
taking hundreds of thousands of dollars
of public money, and other events of last
Session) that they will be slow to act in
the manner suggested by the present
Address. The Government have not
been bold enough to declare publicly ¢ to
the victors belong the spoils,” yet their
whole conduct, openly as well as quietly
and in the dark, is in accordance with the
spirit of that principle. As regards the
liquor question, I must say we, in Nova
Scotia, have certainly the most restrictive
law that can possibly be put on the
Statute Book with regard to the sale of
liquors.  One-third of the whole voting
population of any district can, simply by
their silence and inaction, prevent the
sale of intoxicating liquors in such
district. It may possibly be too harsh
and extreme for general legislation, but I
believe we should have uniform legislation
with regard to the sale of intoxicating
drinks, but my hon. friend from Sarnia
will find the Government are not sincere
on the question of temperance reform.
There are many matters which the Govern-
ment may cousider too trifling to notice,
but trifles make perfection, and perfection
is no trifle; and it would be better for
the Government and for this country, if
many things, trifling as they may appear
to them, were considered. It would be
no trifle to have a tariff such as is pro-
pounded by the Opposition—a tariff
which appeals to the patriotism of the
whole country for its support. A tarift
which will bind all the provinces.
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now obliged to make of the United States
a market for produce that we should send
to and receive from the West Indies and
Brazil direct, and from these Upper Pro-
vinces. What we want is a direct weekly

' line of steamers, subsidized by Govern-
| ment, to carry our fresh and other fish,and

other products, so that not only our mer-
chants but others interested in our products
can take advantage at all times of proper
seasons, and not be constantly subjected
to the fluctuations of the West Indian
markets. The Hon. Secretary of State
has told us of the condition of the boot
and shoe trade, and that the purchasing
power of the country has been exhausted,
and that we must not pamper one trade
to the injury of others. I will answer
him briefly. 'Why is the purchasing pow-
er exhausted?  Simply because we
send the money away that ought to
be kept in Canada, andspent here to build
up and encourage the labour of the coun-
try: because other branches of industry
have failed and there is not the power to
purchase. Each branch of trade is depen-
dent upon the other; all tend to the
advancement and advantage of the coun-
try, and one cannot prosper at the expense
of the other, but all must prosper or
suffer together. I agree with my hon,
friend that the purchasing power of the
country has gone. Our money has gone
to build up the United States, and I say,
therefore, when he takes this particular
branch of trade, the shoe business, in
which a large amount of money has been
invested, and says it is becoming a failure,
it is because the fiscal and commercial
interests of the country, our natural re-
sources, productions and labor, have not
received the attention they deserved at
the hands of the Government. Our tarift
should bLe revised ; we should see what
branches of trade require to be stimulated;
what labor should be encouraged ; what
are the natural and productive resources
of the country, and encourage them. The
poor man should not be obliged to pay
twice the percentage on his tea, that the
rich man has to pay. It is the same in
sugar, tobacco and beer, the poor—the
lnechanical, the industrial classes—pay a
larger percentage (at least twice theamount,
on the value of the articles which they con-
sume) than the rich man pays on his;
instead of discriminating, as the Govern-
wment ought to discriminate, and relieve as



22 The
far as possible the laboring classes. See in
what way they can assist our industries
by taxation on imports. They could, in
some instances, as in the United States,
put on a duty of over 50 per cent., and in
others reduce itfar below 174. But instead
of doing anything to relieve the people
from their burthens, they fold their arms
and live sumptuously” from the public
chest. 'When we find that they have, cor-
ruptly, might I say i—1I will say—illegally
interfered with the independence of Par-
liament ; and hear them say we must
trust to Providence to get over the depres-
sion in trade, I say the Government are
" not doingtheir duty to the people in the
manner that will be acceptable to the
counitry. The patriotism of the country
must be appealed to to help itself, and
other men be found to form a Government
who will put their shculders to the wheel
to meet the depression.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE.— I think
that the House has occasion to congratu-
late itself upon the general tenor of this
debate. Considerable light has been thrown
upon the questions which have occupied
the minds of thoughtful men throughout
the Dominion. Several gentlemen have
taken occasion to speak in very ap-
propriate terms, in which I fully concur, of
the loss which this colony will sustain by
the departure of the British nobleman and
his Countess, who are so soon to leave us
and return to Europe. Perhaps, not the
least important portion of this debate has
been that which relates to the causes of the
prevailing depression. Ithas been asserted
with confidence by gentlemen on the other
side of the House that the depression con-
tinues. I concur in that, but not in the
views which those gentlemen have express-
ed upon its causes. I noticed that the
leader of the Opposition was less precise
as to those causes and the remedy which
should be provided. Feeling, no doubt,
the future responsibility which might at-
tach to him, as leader of this House, he
has wisely abstained from giving expres-
sion to his views as to the best mode of
healing the depression. The gentleman
who fullowed him, however, treated the
question in a speech of great candour
and ability from his point of view.
I venture, however, to disagree with him.
I venture to say that he takes a view of
the question which is not correct. If you
wish to heal the depression in any parti-

Hon. Mr, Kaulbach,
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cular interest of the country, you must
first acquaint yourself throughly with its.
origin and history, and the causes of that
depression. You must examine into the
industry itself, and see whether it is con-
ducted with due economy and skill, and
then you will arrive at just conclusions.
Very often it will appear—as in the case
of many of our interests—that the causes
of the depression are far beyond the con-
trol of any Government or legislature that
can deal with them. I remember when
I first came to this city, five or six years
ago, I was told that the lumbering interes$
of the Ottawa Valley was in a most flou-
rishing condition, and gave employment
to twenty thousand men. I saw that
those men came down to the city and spent
their earnings freely in the stores, and the
store-keepers received them with open
arms, of course. Their labor was very pro-
ductive, and soon they sent down larger
quantities of lumber than the market re-
quired. Since then, the lumbeiing interest
has been in a very depressed state. It
would be wise before charging the Govern-
ment with incapacity for not relieving the
depression, to have investigated the matter
more thoroughly. The subject is not so
very difficult to enter upon, and even with
my limited experience I think I could
throw some light upon it. I will attempt
to do so. It seems to me about the time
the lumber interest was in such a flourish-
ing condition, the people of the United
States were recovering from a state of war-
fare. They were with their means set
loose from the civil war in which- they
had been engaged, with their military and
naval forces released—settling themselves
down steadily and nobly to the business
of life, and the grand resources of their
country attracted from Europe something
like a thousand immigrants a day. Many
of those emigrants went west; they re-
quired to be housed and would need as
much lumber as would build a new city
every year, besides which they were large.
consumers of lumber in other ways. At
home, also, we were large consumers of
lumber. I8 it now the case that a thou-
sand emigrants per day cross the ocean to
America? Is 1t true that there is as.
mnch lumber now required for the houses.
of emigrants as would build a new city
every year! KEveryone knows that not.
only has immigration into the United
States dwindled to very small proportions,
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France. They are industrious and much
given to hoarding. There are two invest-
ments in which they especially delight,
one the public funds, and the other, land,
and for those two objects the French pea-
sant will labor in a manner which appears
extraordinary even to our industrious
colonists. I ask if the prosperity of France
is not principally due to the great fertility
of her soit, her rich corn lands, her vine-
yards, her sugar fields, her oil-seeds, clover
seeds and other special products. I could
refer to a celebrated missive of
the first Napoleon on this subject,
in which he made the statement that
the prosperity of a country based on
agriculture could never be broken down
by any sudden commercial crisis like this.
I would say, with reference to French
affairs, that I have looked on dnring the
last few months with excecding pleasure at
the resultsobtained in France. In speaking
with some of my French friends in this
country some time ago, I suggested to
them that old France needed one thing—
the immigrativn of a few French Cana-
dian gentlemen, speaking their own
language, but having experience of our
system of Parliamentary Government.
That necessity has ceased, however. I
see by the papers that Fienchmen have
acted in a manner so constitutional and
patriotic, and so praiseworthy, that they
have little need of examples from other
countries. Some observations were made
as to the necessity of economy on the
part of the Government, and some reflec-
tions, I might almost say, with regard to
the expenditure incurred in establishing
a Government in tho “Great Lone Land,”
yet I would say to the hon. gentleman
who alluded to that subject more particu-
larly, and contended that an cffort should
first be made to settle the lands, that the -
very first step, preliminary to settling a
new country, is to establish a fixed and
reliable Government there. Besides that
everyday mnecessity, which every one
must feel, inhabiting a country where
recognized authority exists, there is this
also to be said in favor of establishing a
Government in the Lone Land, that for a
considerable time past, heavy responsibility
I am confident, attached to the Govern-
ment in that regard, because there was a
sort of persistent, chronic warfare between
the Indians and the United States military
forces, and we all know very well that
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the United States troops were far from
victorious there latterly, though the noble
Savage, to whom reference has been made,
was obliged in the end to retire to our side
of the line. If there had been no Govern-
ment in the North-West, our territory
might have been made a base of operations
against the United States. Was that a
sort of thing to be permitted in a civilized
country ! I think not. I thiuk it was
the duty of this Administration to estab-
lish a fixed Government in the North-
West, and I cannot blame them for any
expenditure that was necessary in that
behalf. With regard to the possibility of
operating by local enactments upon the
commercial depression, I would just recall
to the memory of hon. gentlemen in this
House, the dictum of a high authority in
the United States, which I have quoted on
a former occasion, and am now obliged
to give from memory. Mr. Wells, in one of
those addresses which, in hisofficial capacity
he used to send to Congress every year,
on one occasion congratulated Congress
upon the universal prosperity which pre-
vailed throughout the length and breadth
of that vast country. He said, I think,

- throughout its vast extent, not a single
soul need lack employment, food and
clothing, but everyone had employment at
profitable wages, but he said that prosper-
ity was due to the great capabilities of the
country and the energies of its people and
not to legislation. I think that the
opinion of a gentleman of his exper-
ience on such an occasion as that—
he would hardly hazard an expres-
sion which he would not be prepared
to defend, or his friends for him-—is
worthy of respect, yet we are told here
that all we require to heal our depression
is legislation. In the Province I come
from, the people were blessed last
year with an average harvest. The
prospects at one time were so good
that I think our merchants perhaps
imported more largely than they
would have done under other circumstan-
ces, in the expectation not only of a large
harvest being reaped, but of markets being
equally good. Now, observe the failure
which occurred. The harvest is good but
the markets are bad. How can the Gov-
ernment help that? Our products sold
at prices wh'ch wers so unremunerative
that the farmers found themselves in the
fall with a comparatively small sum to ex-
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pend in the stores, and the re-
sult was a large amount of goods
remained on  hand  which  will
probably ultimately be disposed of without
profit. Could any Governmnen’ obviate
that ¢ I think not. Oats in Prince Edward
Island only realized one cent per pound,
and potatoes only 20 to 25 eents per
bushel. The very finest of pork which
could be raised could hardly be sold, even
at six cents per pound. Now that leaves a
very small margin for the farmer to go to
a store and supply his wants. I should
rather seek to find a remedy for this
depression in the enlargement of our mar-
kets, and economy in sending our goods
there. Produce should be forwurded to the
best marketsatthecheapestrates. We know
a great deal has been effected by sending
produce from Canada to England, and
Europe, and a great deal more can be
done in the same direction. I am con-
fident in our own Province much can be
yet affected in that way, and I think it is
the duty of those who can do anything in
this direction to do it. One hon. gentle-
man speaks of a retaliatory policy. Well,
really, I cannot sympathise with that. I
think a retaliatory policy is one which is
the most difficult to defend of any I have
heard advocated. Itseems to me a most
unstatesmanlike proceeding to say, simply
because a country refuses to receive your
goods on your terms, therefore you debar
yourself and fellow-countrymen from
buying articles they want at the cheapest
rate. I would say, certainly, that a reta-
liatory policy would not get rid of this
prevailing depression. We should rather

gncourage our population to enter upon

industries for which our country is admi-
rably suited by nature and pesition. A
country like Canada, with such a wide
area of fertile land should employ a large
number of its population in agriculture
and home industries. Have we not intel-
ligence sufficient to develope new indus-
tries? Are there not new systems at
work in Europe of which we have not
yet availed ourselves? I only need to
refer to the sugar industries in Europe,
and the prosperity which has attended
countries which have developed them.
All these things have more to do with the
prosperity of a country than the causes
assigned by some gentlemen here this
evening. There is a clause in the Speech
which refers to the liquor trafic. I sym-

~
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Pathize with that most heartily. I long to
See the day when any legislative enact-
ment can find a place on our statute book,
Which will have the effect of diminishing
th? intemperance which unhappily pre-
Vails in our land, but I hope that what-
ever measure is brought forward by the
Government will be of a practical charac-
ter, one not suitable only to a fow people
on the platform, but one which can be
Carried into effect tbroughout the country.
Hon, Mr. ATKINS.—I have listened
very attentively to the speech made by
e hon. member from Prince Edward
Island, and T feel if he had been consulted
In the framing of one paragraph of this
ddress, it would not have appeared in
the form in which it does. I would call
attention to it :—
) ‘ We accept with thankfulness. Your Excel-
e0cy’s congratulations on the abundant harvest
Teaped in all quarters of the Dominion ; and we
Tejoice with Your Excellency, that under this
and other influences there has been some im-
Provement in the Revenue returns, thus indi-
Cating, we also trust, that the commercial de-
Pression that has so lomg afflicted Canada, in

C0Mmon with other countries, is passing
l“y_n

Now, the hon. gentleman tells us—and
Which, I believe, is & fact—in conse-
Quence of the abundant harvest which

been reaped, those engsged in com-
Werce have imported more than they

erwise would—in fact, have been
Speculating on the returns of this harvest,
but the Government have come to the
®nclusion because the revenue has in-
Creased the depression is passing away.
It Mministers would only give us their ex-
Perience, gained during the recess while
?“e{lding the political pic-nics, and com-
g in contact with thousands of people,

. Jeel satisfied a conclusion somewhat

erent from what they put here must

arrived at. The Secretary of State’s
Position i this, as far as the Government
Were concerned, they were not able to do
anything to prevent the depression, and
‘,F;n()t do anything to relieve it now.
9at statement will go to the country
With all the importance which it is
clothed with, coming from a member of
®  Government. I, as a member
of thig House, cannot coincide with
<8 view. I demur to it. My con-
Viction is that a great deal of this depres-
5‘1011.19 manufacturing circles is due to the

.gltimate competition from surplus Ame-
Fean stock coming here. Will any one
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tell me if our tariff had been so arranged
that we had collected higher duties from
those stocks, they would have come in in
such quantities? No one that knowsany-
thing of the business of this country would
attempt to hazard a statement of that
kind, and yet that has been, and is the
state of things our manufacturers have to
contend against.. What I regret in this
Speech is, that notwithstanding the depres-
sion which prevails in the manufscturing
and lumbering interest, not a word of
sympathy is expressed fur those who
have invested their all in those trades. A
word of sympathy would not have cost
much, but it is not given. I am rather
inclined to think, that if the Government
have come to the conclusion not to afford
increased protection to the industries of
the Dominion during the present Session,
the country certainly will require others
besides those who are now in power to
deal with this question, There is one
paragraph to which I would particularly
refer—that is, the opening up of the
North-West. No one has felt more in-
terested in the opening up of that country
than I have, I have been there and looked
+ pon those fertile lands which, undevelop-
ed as they are, are valueless, but developed
are mines of wealth. This year the
people of Manitoba have a surplus of
about half a million of bushels of grain.
What are they to do with it?
They cannot get it out to market.
As the hon. Senator from Manitoba
says, wheat can be obtained there for fifty
cents per bushel. A railway might have
been built into that country from the head
waters of Lake Superior during the time
the present Government has been in
power, yet we find that but a feeble effort
has been put forth to build it in patches.
But they tell us in a short time connec-
tion will be made with the American
lines, and the surplus wheat can then be
got to market. If so, who is to do the
carrying trade ¢ So far as the Red River
is concerned, we have not a boat on it.
The Americans would not let us run a
vessel past the boundary line. That
trade will go to St. Paul, and, as has
been remarked here to-day, when trade
takes a certain course, it is difficult to
change it. Colonization roads are spoken
of. T suppose companies will be incorpor-
ated to build them, and aided by grants of
the public lands. The Pacific Railway does
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not pass through the part of the country
that is being settled. It strikes out north
and west from Selkirk, and traverses an
uninhabited and uninhabitable country,
by the narrows of Lake Manitoba, for
hundreds of miles, There is not a settle-
ment on the line, except Selkirk, and yet,
perforce, we must have other railways
built to remedy the blunder in the loca-
tion of our national highway. All the
financial energies of this country, we are
told, have been, and are being taxed for

the purpose of constructing this Pacific |-

Railway, and yet we are to build
other roads and subsidize them with
grants of landl I have no doubt
this scheme is one that was talked
of last Session in the lobbies of this House
—to build a line from KEmerson, one of
our settlements close to the border, and
pursue a mnorth-westerly course passing
through a section of the country that the
Pacific Railway ought to have served. 1
havenodoubt such arailway would pay, but
what would be the results i—not a bushel
of grain, not an article of export, would
pass over our Pacitic Railway, but
through American channels. Would any
person of common sense, looking at the
map, imagine for a moment that the pro-
ducts of the country would pass by way
of Emerson, and afterwards take the Ca-
nadian Pacific route? We have in
Canada the best means of doing that
carrying trade. What is the Welland
Canal being enlarged for? To do not
only our own, but also a large portion of
the United States’ carrying trade. We
have in our magnificent water stretches,
to which the Secretary of State so fre-
quently refers. the best and cheapest
route. We are building the Fort Fran-
ces Lock, and yet we are to have a route
via Emerson, to carry our trade to the
United States. I would like to see the
North-West developed. It is worth de-
veloping. It is the backbone of the
country. It is the great wheat-producing
portion of Canada, but in the way the
Government are expending our money
and proposing to expend it, instead of our
getting the benefit from such expenditure,
the Americans will have it at our ex-
pense. Look at the Fort Francis Lock !
I can point to American papers which
say that the large expenditure made there
is for the benefit of the lumbermen of
Minnesota. We have no timber, or but
Hon. Mr, Aikina,
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little, on our side, and yet this expendi-
ture is going on, while the very thing our
people most desire—the construction of
the road from Thunder Bay to Red River
—is delayed.

Hon. Mr. PENNY—An hon. gentle-
man opposite, on your own side of poli-
tics, differs from you. :
o Hon. Mr. ATKINS—I am only re-
sponsible for my own views. I knew the
people of the North-West are anxious to
have our own route opened up.

Hon. Mr. PENNY—I am with you.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS,—I hope the hon.
gentleman will bring his influence to bear
on the Government to have that road
built, 'With reference to other paragraphs
of the Speech, I do not think they amount
to very much. The fact is, we have had
nearly all of those statements made in the
public press. It is true, this is the officiat
way of communicating them to us. The
only thing new announced this evening, is
tliestatement made by my hon. friend behind
me, from Prince Edward Island, and that
is, it was highly important that a governor
should be sent to Battleford, in the person
of Mr. Laird, in order that when Sitting
Bull came across the boundary line no
complication should arise. I shoyld like to
have the correspondence on that subject
laid before us. So far as Sitting Bull is
concerned, and the negotiations with the
American troops and officials, I believe
they took place through Col. McLeod, and
not through Lieut.-Governor Laird. I
think it very questionable whether Gov-
ernor Laird had anything to do with it,
but the hon. gentleman wanted a reason
for sending him to the North-West, and
found in thisSitting Bull incident an argu-
ment in favor of sending him to adminis-
ter the affairs of an uninhabited country.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON moved that
the debate be adjourned until to-morrow.
Carried.

The House adjourned at six o'clock.

THE SENATE.
Tuesday, February 12th.
The SpeAKER took the chair at three

o’clock.
After routine,
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Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON resumed
the debate on the address—he said : I did
Dot intend to take any part in the debate
upon the Address in reply to the Speech
tom the Throne, because I have always
thought it better to follow the British
Practice if possible, and leave discussion
on the Address to Ministers of the Crown
and the leader of the Opposition. The
debate of yesterday, however, took a wide
Tange, and the friends of the Government,
®Specially my hon. friend from Prince

ward Island, scemed determined that
the debate should extend, and that the
Address should not be carried, as it might

ave been, at a comparatively early hour
Yesterday afternoon. In the course of the
el{ate 80 many questions were touched in
Which I feel a special interest, that I con-
8ider it my duty to address the House. Be-
for eenteringon the subjectof the Address,if
© mover of the resolutions will allow me
to do 8o, I will congratulate him and the
Ouse upon his accession to the Senate.
he facility and felicity with which he
ddressed the House yesterday, in the lan-
8uage which is most familiar to the great
majority of us, was exceedingly gratifying,
and his experience as a merchant cannot
fail to be of great service to the House, 1
have no doubt after a short time he will
shake hirself free of party fetters—if he
18 fettered by party, and Idon’t know that
¢ 18, for I am not personally acquainted
With him—and take an unpartizan view
of the proceedings of this House. We are
told in the Speech from the Throne that,
I summoning us agaia to the despatch of
USiness, His Excelleney is pleased to say
8t nothing beyond the ordinary business
of the country has called us together.
18 18 the fifth time umder the auspices
of'the present Government that this para-
graph has heen substantially repeated.
ere has been little or no important
gislation during the present Parliament.
- OW, when we consider the outlay attend-
ng every Session of Parliament, it really

00ves ug to consider whether there
cannot' be some more economical manner
of voting the supplies adopted. That is
b most all of importance that we are
- Ought here to do. The cost of legislation
8 8ix hundred thousand dollars per
N 10on, making the sum of three mil-
1088 of dollars for the Parliament. N ow,
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I put it to hon. gentlemen, has the
country got value during this Parliament
for this large sum? The cost of legisla-
tion to the four millions of people of this
country, I venture to say, is unparalleled
in the experience of any other four mil-
lions of people in the world. I would
like to say a very few words with refer-
ence to the Governor-General and his de-
parture from the country. He has, I
take it, seen more of Canada, knows
more of its resources, and has described
them more graphically than has been
done by the pen or tongue of any other.
He possess in a high degree the rare gift
of always saying the best’ thing at the
best time, and in the best manner. I be-
lieve he is as truc a Canadian as any citi-
zen of the Dominion. 1 feel satisfied that -
in him Canada will always have a warm
and constant [riend, and I know I express
not only the sentiment of this House, but
of every man in the country, when I say
that his departure will cause universal
regret. He will carry away with him
the best wishes of the people of this coun-
try for the happiness and prosperity of
himself, Lady Dufferin, and family. I am
exceedingly glad that the Fisheries Com-
mission arrived at an award. All who
know Sir Alexander Galt will know that
he brought to bear on that subject a great
amount of talent—as great probably as
any other man in the country could have:
brought to bear upon it, and while he
may not have got all we consider our-
selves entitled to, I believe he did right
to accept the award. I agree with the
hon. Senator from St. John, who
seconded the Address, that & settle--
ment was of more importance than
the amount. With respect to the
Exhibition that has taken place at.
Sydney, New South Wales, and the one:
to take place this year at Paris, I am very-
glad the Government took steps to bhave:
us suitably represented at the former, and:
are taking steps to have us properly repre-
sented at Paris. I hope, in sending the
specimens of what this country produces
and manufactures, that they will send
such specimens as may induce and extend
trade with other countries. I think that.
very great good ought to result from
those exhibitions. I do not know that
much benefit has resulted so far, but it is
an advantage to our people, to our manu-
facturers, to visit them. It is good for
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our manufacturers to see what is done
elsewhere when they attend with their
own exhibits, and, therefore, I think the
money expended in this way is well
expended. We have heard from time to
time a good deal said about the political
corfederalion of the Empire; now, I
believe, that to be successful, it must be
preceded by commercial federation, I
-do not look upon commercial confedera-
tion as being chimerical ; on the con-
trary, I think if deputies from the Mother
Country and all the colonies met togethe:
in London, and discussed their various
interests, and told what each required and
what each produced, and could spare, it
‘would be found that a very much larger
inter-imperial trade than exists now would
rapidly grow up—that very intimate and
beneficial commercial relations could be
-established, and that the creation of such
material interests might be followed, and
certainly would be followed by more inti-
mate political federation, and I believe it
is the only way in which political federa-
tion can be brought about. 1 think the
present time is propitious for suggesting a
scheme of this kind. The commercial de-
pression which is felt so much in this
country, is felt more or less in almost all
the colonies and in the Mother Country.
The time is propitious for the further rea-
son that I regard the present Prime Min-
ister of England, Lord Beaconsfield as, of
-all men in the world, the most likely and
the best able to grasp and develope the im-
portant and grand national and Imperial
features of the project. In my opinion it
would be worth the while of the Govern-
ment of this country to propound such a
scheme. I confess I do not expect them
to do so, because they tell us they cannot
do_anything to promote the interests of the
country—substantially that is what they
say. Now if a scheme, such as I have
given but the roughest outline of, could
be carried out, the prosperity of this coun-
try would be enormously increased, and
there would be little left for us to envy
in the condition of any other country.
It would advance the prosperity of all
parts of the British Empire and unite
them in indissoluble bonds. In speaking on
the subject of trade I may state, as I have
-often stated, that I, myself, am a free-
trader, but I cannot help feeling that our
-one-sided freetrade relations with the
United States have not answered well.
Hon. Mr. Macpherson.
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‘Wae have failed to get real freetrade, and
the one-sided one has not been successful.
One of the maxims of freetrade is ‘ that
the proper policy is the one that yields
the greatest good to the greatest number.”
That is sound, but it is always difficult or
impossible to ascertain what does really
afford the greatest good to the greatest
number. Now there is no doubt in a
country like this, which is chiefly agricul-
tural, that if our people have to spend all
their savings in paying for imported neces-
saries— and in the payment of interest
upon our debt, it will be impossible for
Cunada to become rich, and the country
is not enriching as it ought, and our pu-
blic debt is increasing at an alarming rate.
It has been increased by the present Go-
vernment thirty-two millions of dollars,
and I think that the opinion of the coun-
try must be that Canada has very little to
show for it.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Do you include in
that the amount taken over from Ontario
and Quebec ?

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON— No, I
am speaking of the money borrowed in
England.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Part of that was
to pay old loans. ,

Hon, Mr. MACPHERSON— I r
peat the Loans negotiated by the present
Government amount to thirty-two millions
ot dollars.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.— Oh, no.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON.~- That is
the amount. I need scarcely say that I join
cordially in the expression of regret in the
visitation of the City of St. John, and sym-
pathy for the sufterers. It was a fearful ca-
lamity, unparalleled in this country, and I
am sure Parliament will readily approve
of the grant whieh the Government made,
and would do so even if it had been larger
than it was. With respect to what is
said in the Address on the subject of ex-
tinguishing Indian titles to lands in the
North-West, there is no doubt it was wise
to do so. It was mnecessary to se-
cure the peace of the country, but a
great deal of unnecessary expenditure
has been incurred by the Government in
the North-West. The establishment of the
North-West Government itself was per-
fectly unnecessary. Nothing could be more
so. The Governorof Manitoba could havead-
ministered the affairs of the North-West for
a great many years to come, and probably
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better, even, than the Government at the
Dew capital at Battleford. The Indians had
very great faith in the late Governor of
anitoba, Mr. Morris, and I have no
doub};, whoever may be the Governor of
Mflmtoba, carrying out the instructions of
this Government—which I have no doubt
Willbe in accordance with the instructions
weys issued by the Government of
.Oam}daf—the Indians will have confidence
n hlfn as the Representative of the Queen.
But in the haste to establish a Govern-
Mment in the North-West, the Ministry
Placed its seat at Fort Pelly, and expended
3 large amount of money there, and then
vered that the place was quite unsuit-
able. How much money they spent there
We cannot tell until the Public Accounts
come down. One of the difficulties in dis-
Cussing a question of this kind, on the
. Address is, that there is no more informa-
tion before the House now than there was
a5t Session. However, Fort Pelly had. to
abandoned, and Battleford was next
Be1"‘31:-9d. I am told that this place is also
Ubsuitable, and the probability is that it
Will have to be abandoned. All this has
?Oc“l'l'ed in consequence of proceeding
aster than was necessary, and before the
rovernment was in possession of informa-
'0n to guideit. An enormous amount of
Money will be spent in connection with
Tl: hew Government of the North-West.
., ore 18 a Lieutenant-Governor and Coun-
:1‘11', and a departmental staff which up to
18 time have been idle, and will
; for some time to come. It is
rue the Lieutenant-Governor, Mr. Laird,
egotiated the latest treaty with the In-
ang’ but the Lieutenant-Governor of
a anltoba could have done it equally well,
N4 1t wag not necessary to appoint Mr.
Ird at a high salary. When the people
8¢ what all the expense amounts to they
astounded. Perhaps it is known
Most hon. gentlemen that I visited
th toba last summer. I heard when
ere that the Indians were not as con-
wnted a8 they had been, and that there
o n.:ant the same confidence in the agents
in Pnyed amongst them as there had been
Suanner times ; that they had become
"8picious, and were growing mom so. As
I:’;;Slttmg Bull, he is a potentate I do
1 th!ltunow much about. At the same time,
y k the Government might have let
thei stay without sending one of
' number to Washington about
Hon. Mr, Macpherson.
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him, I fear we may have as-
sumed a responsibility unnecessarily.
The congratulations on the abundant
harvest are, of course, just. The next
paragraph says that the increased revenue
returns indicate that the commercial de-
pression which has effected Canada is
passing away. I hope it may be so, but.
I am afraid the belief at thia moment is.
only entertained by the Government. I
am afraid the increased revenue indicates.
excessive importations. It is probable
that the imports will be smaller this
spring than they were last, and that the
falling off will be felt in.the Revenue.
The business men of the country are
unquestionably suffering very greatly
from the depression, The Insolvent Act
is a measure that I think the Government
ought to take some trouble to understand
the working of. I am not going to ex-
press an opinion of it, because it is a
very large question, and is one which
should be examined by a commission, but
its working at present unquestionably is
to enable dishonest debtors to increase
their business capital at the expense of
their creditors. I am inclined to think
the wisest course would be to suspend it
fora time and appoint a commission to
enquire not only into the working of the
Act in the past, but to inform themselves
thoroughly on the subject generally, and
submit the best measure they could
device to Parliament at a future Session.
The Lumber Trade, to which reference
has been made, especially the American
portion of it, continues to be as depressed
as ever. I think I may almost say that
for the present it is hopelessly depressed.
The forests of Michigan and otherStates, af-
ford all the lumber that is required in the
United States at acheaperrate thanitis pos-
sible to export it from Canada and pay the
duty which is imposed upon itin the United
States. Now I come to-the subject of the
Pacific Railway, and that is one on which .
I will speak as lightly as [ can, because,
no doubt, it will come up more than once
during the Session ; bt there are some
errors—errors is altogether too mild a
term—some extreme blunders on the part
of the Government, in connection with
the Pacific Railway, to which I must refer
on this the first occasion on which I have
the honor toaddress the House this Session.
It will not do for the Secretary of State
to say the Government inherited obliga-
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tions in respect to it from: the late Admin- ! railway. I may be uncharitable, but I

istration, and therefore are not responsible.
The country will not accept that explana-
tion. The only thing they inherited from
the late Government, was the treaty with
British Columbia to build the railway
across the continent. That treaty they
tore up and left themselves free to deal
with the whole question in the way that
in their judgment was best for the coun-
try. And what have they done? As
so0n as they succeeded to office they entered
energetically upon the construction of the
Pembina Branch of the Pacific Railway.
They constructed the road bed, built the
culverts, got it ready for the track, sent
up the sleel rails at an enormous freight
—fifteen dollars per ton from Duluth to
Manitoba—and when all this was done
they suddenly stopped and changed their
policy. They said the American line
would not be built to the boundary, and
there was no use in finishing the Canadian
one. Now, if the American line was not
to be finished, why did not the Govern-
ment know it before they commenced
work on the Pembina  Branch?
But if they had finished that work, I am
satisfied the American part would havebeen
completed to the line before our part
would have been open six months. I
have no doubt whatever upon that point :
but there was a very powerful interest op-
posed to the construction of that branch—
the transportation interest on the Red
River. Its influence is very great, and I
do not hesitate to say that it may have
been felt even by the Government of the
country, and that the road has remained
incomplete for three years or more to the
great inconvenience, disadvantage and loss
of the people of Manitoba, and all those
going there, largely in consequence of the
opposition of that powerful influence.
The road was made, the rails were beside
it, and yet for the last three years the
road has remained in that unfinished con-
dition. How much would it have cost to
lay the track ¥ Very little, and if they
had but run a train a day, up one day and
down the next, it would have cost but a
trifle, while it would have served to show,
at all events, we had done all in our power
to get railway communication with Mani-
toba. Now, without any special move-
ment on the part of the American com-
pany se far as I know, the Government
announces its intention of completing the
Hon. Mr, Macpherson.

cannot help thinking if the- general elec-
tion was not to come off before next year,
there would be no movement in the Pem-
bina branch this year. The hon. Minister
of Agriculture and one of his colleagues
visited Manitoba last year at the time
when the hon. Senator from Kingston and
myself were there, and they must have
learned that unless something was done
the Government could not expect a sup-
porter from that Province at the next
general election. I cannot help thinking
that the movement on that line now is an
electioneering one, just as in the case of
the Georgian Bay Branch at the last gen-
eral election, and we may have that enter-
prise up again as an election-
eering card for the coming election,
My hon. friend from Toronto—Mr. Aik-
ins— and myself do not agree, as has
been observed by the hon. Sena-
tor from  Montreal, as to the
best means of extending communication
to the North-West. He thinks the best
plan is to build an all-rail line. I think
that is beyond the means of the country,
and I think, furthermore, it is unneces-
sary, and will be unnecessary for many
years to come. Probably we are now
committed to it irrevocably. My hon.
friend said yesterday that we constructed
the Welland Canal and other canals for
the purpose of securing the great trade of
the West. That is very true, but it must,
be remembered that that trade is supposed
to pay our shipping and to bring a hand-
some return to the country. If the trade
with the North-West was sufficient 15 be
profitable, I would not object to the build-
ing of a line of railway to transport it. If
it-would pay T would hold up both hands
for our having an all-rail route to connect
that country with this. But what are the
facts ¥ The tide of immigration to Mani-
toba, and to this Continent generally,
has been checked, and is not likely to re-
cover from that check for a long time to
come. In the North-West the popula-
tion is small, and increasing slowly. The
whole surplus of the Province last year
was from two to three hundred thousand
bushels of wheat. Say there was an equal
amount of other products—and that is a
large estimate—what freight would that
afford to a railway? It would mot load
more than a few trains. It amounts to
nothing. My own opinion is that the im-
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broved Dawson route was all that was re-
quired for many years: that by it a large
class of emigrants, sons of our farmers in
the older provinces, could have gone into
the North-West and taken their teams
With them. Very great progress had been
Made with the route, and it was very
Dasga.ble, but it has fallen into disrepair
during the last three years, and if the very
demon of destruction had been sent there
to ruin the route and destroy the stations,
1t could not have been more effectually
one. 1 would 'not bave objected to
thﬁ} scheme first proposed by the Prime
Unster — a railway from Lake Supe-
Tor to Sturgeon Falls—and use some 180
8 of water communication ; but that is
Dot what hag been done. I will not refer to
the Fort Francis Lock to-day except inci-
dcni:ally. An all-rail route has been select-
ed for the Pacific Railway from the Ka-
Ministiquia to the Red River through a
hopelessly irreclamable howling wilder-
Dess, where there is no population and
Where there can never be any, or any
tra,ﬁ?c That is the country through which
 railway 420 miles in length is being
built by the Dominion. "Have we the
Means to construct it ? Not content with
domg that, the Government have located
® line for - 150 or 200 miles
West of the Red River through the very
Worst part of the country which, from all
€ lnformation I could get, is altogether
\Indesirable, if not entirely unfit for sst-
tl_ement-. If the instractions of the en-
8neer of the Pacific railway when he
wvent out to locate that line from Lake
uperior to the parrows of Lake Manitoba.
Deen to run it where it would be im-
Possible for the people in the settled part
of the country to make use of it, he could
?Ot have carried out the instructions more
ully than has been done. The road has
" D carried away from the settled por-
610118 of Manitoba, and from the country
¢ for settlement. What will be the effect
of that location if it1s carried out 3 It will
“Ignd to divert the whole trade of the
orth-West away from this country which
S“ to pay for the railway, to the United
tates. “The railway as at present locat-
th;P{ﬁSes atthe narrows of Lake Manitoba,
¢ 15, North of Lake Manitoba and South
ot Lake Winnipegoosis, where it can never
of any benefit to the people of Mani-
P If this country has the means to
Wild the railway — I think it has not—
Hon, Mr. Macpherson,
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the line should have been located as far
south as possible so as to cut off all the
trade we could from the United States and
gecure it to our own railway and to our
own markets. As it is now, all the trade
of that country will be diverted from
Canada to the United States, and the
railways that we now hear  projected
and to be subsidized with land, rail-
ways running from near the boun-
dary to the Pacitic Railway, will be
50 many feeders for the American lines in-
stead of our Pacific Railway. The trade
of that country is small now, and will be
small for years to come. KEmigration is
checked, and even though it were not, the
new population would consume the sur-
plus of the country for years, as was the
case in the Western States and in every
new country. For many years there will
be a comparatively small surplus, wholly
inadequate to support the all rail line
which is being constructed. It will be re-
membered this House last Session recom-
mended that a survey south of Lake Mani-
toba should be made. I believe a survey
has been made, but I am not aware what
the report is, but if the present line is ad-
hered to—and hearing of the projected
lateral lines I am inclined to think it will
be—I believe it will be a great misfortune
to the country. The two ends of the sec-
tion of the raillway between Lake Superior
and the Red River are beingbuilt, 114 miles
running west from Lake Superior-and 114
miles running east from Selkirk on the
Red River, leaving a gap of about 190
miles not yet pliced under contract, and
not located, so far as I know. 1 saw
in the yress a few days ago, an article con-
gratulating the country on the opening of

about 30 miles ot the railway
from Red River. Why,  that
piece of road was opened simply

to enable the contractor of Sectron 15 to
gsend in his supplies. There will be no
traffic on that piece of road. There
ace no people in there, mnot even
Indiuns. There will not be a bushel
of potatoes carried over that road
until it is opened to Rat Portage,
except what is taken in as supplies for the
laborers on Section 15. There will be no
traffic en the Lake Superior end either,
until it and the western section meet, and
when they do meet, and the line is com-
pleted, it will traverse but a hopeless bar-
ren wilderness. I repeat here, that, until
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the middle section is completed, the two
ends will be utterly worthless; they will
simyly be decaying, and, so far as
I know, the middle section of 190
miles is not even located. @Now, I
think the facts that I have stated
with respect to the Pembina branch and
the building of those two disconnected
ends of the Pacific Railway, and the
neglecting of the central section, show an
extraordinary amount of blundering on
the part of the Government. The Cana-
dian Pacific Railway is being built in a
very temporary and flimzy manner. I
saw that the Prime Minister compared it
to the Intercolonial Railway, the only
differen-e being that the bridges were of
wood, while those on the Intercolonial
were of iron. Why, the only enduring
material used is the steel rails. The
bridges and culverts are all of wood, no
stone or brick is being used, and the opin-
ion of practical men in that part of the
country, with whom I spoke on this sub-
ject, is that the life of timber there is not
more than eight or nine years at the very
outside. On a part of the line—Section
15,as I nnderstand—there would be a good

deal of high trestle work.  Before
the central part of the line
can be completed or any useful

part of the Railway can be opened, a very
considerable portion of it at the two ends,
measuring together 228 miles, will, I fear,
be far advanced in decay. That is an
example of the managemcnt of the
Government.

Hon. Mr. ATIKINS.—The bridges will
be rotted down before that middle section
is completed.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON.--I fear
they willl. And the mismanagement
there is only an example of the most un-
accountable blundering which seems to
attend their management of all the great
works. Take the Welland Canal, just the
same 8 rt of mistake has been committed
there. I may tell hon. gentlemen who
are not familiar with the Welland Canal,
that the improvements there are not
merely to enlarge the Canal, but to feed
it with water from Lake Erie. Now,
hon. gentlemen would naturally suppose
that, in laying out that work, care would
have been taken to have the works that
are to connect the Canal with Lake Erie
completed as soon as the heavy works
along the Canal. Instead of that the
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works along the Canal, including some
three hundred feet of lockage towards the
lower part of the Canal, are practically
finished, while the upper se:tion, the one
that is necessary to obtain water from
Lake Erie, was,as I am informed, only
placed under contract last autumn, so
that these works, which cost probably not
less than six millions of dollars, will be
lying idle for the next two or three years,
for want of the completion of the upper
section, the cost of which will probably be
a million of dollars or less.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.—A considerable
part of the contracts were given out by
the la‘e Government.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON.—If, after
five years of supreme control of the affairs
of this country, the hon. gentleman has
to fall back upon his predecessors, it is a
weak defence.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.—The useless part of
the work was let out first.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON.—Proba-
bly if the late Government had not been
displaced they would have let the upper
portion. Why did not tho present Gov-
ernment do it$ If they had done so two
years after they came in, it would
have been completed in time. Then there
isan aqueduct, which may be considered
the key of the whole work. That was
only put under contract last year, and
cannot be completed for a long time. It
is hoped, I believe, that the present aque-
duct may be used for a time, that a cou-
ple of feet may be scraped off its crown,
80 that large vessels may pass through the
canal, but surely this important work
should have been putundercontractsooner,
Another extraordinary proceeding is
the deepening of what is known as the
feeder and which in former days conveyed
the water that fed the canal from the
Grand River, but which will not be re-
quired when the water supply is taken
from Lake FErie. Notwithstanding
this, the Government has, I understand,
expended between $100,000 and $200,000
in deepening the feeder.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.—Those works have
been under the charge of Mr. Page, who
was Engineer of the late Government.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON.—My
book-keeper has charge of my books, but
he is under my instructions. Where is
the use or value of a practical Commis-
sioner of Public Works, such as Mr. Mac-
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kenzie was represented to be, if he is not
to guard against such blunders as I have
called attention to. One of the advan-
tages which was hoped for was that he
Would watch the details of carrying out
the great public works, and it would not
'ave given him much trouble to do it. It
Will not do for hon. gentlemen to turn
round and say he had so much to do that
© could not attend to such matters. The
1nster of Public Works need only have
ad the profiles—and he must have seen
em-—of these great public works
efore him, and he could see what should
e done first, and what could be post-
Poned. There is only one other subject
will notice, and that is the last loan. I
Must say alittle more than I did last Ses-
Slon on the subject, I only touched it
t en very lightly. I really forbore out of
onsideration for the Minister of Finance,
Pointing out what I considered the worst
fe&t}lres of the loan, but seeing he declared
™ his Jagt Budget Speech what I did not
Notice at the time, that it was
only one of a series of loans, T de-
Sre to bring its most objectionable
€atures before the House and country.
here is one thing that every borrower of
Money, be it individual or nation, must
Make up his mind to—and that is to pay,
0 ene shape or other, the interest that
Capitalists consider the securities loaned
Upon should pay. In the case of public
Securities the return that capitalists expect
an be readily ascertained by looking at
€ market reports for the quotation of
Drices and the rates of interest. Now, our
wVe per cents, at the time the last loan
23 negotiated, were at 105 to 1061, The
'Nister of Finance, in his Budget Speech
‘tﬁt ?GSSion, said :—“The actual value of
0an at 91 being as nearly as possible

b

:Z“Ef per cents. at 108, whereas the current
Lba nllg brice of those 5 per cents. was

rely f:rom 105 to 106}, deducting
acerued interagt,”

bered ¢ Now, it must be remem-
red, that this is a borrowing country, and
teat’ In the words of the Finance Minis-
T, the loan he negotiated in November,
T Was only one of a series of losns, and
chooved him, as it now behooves us, to
cOl'l‘cgw upon the terms which, all things
atnsuder'ed, are the best for this country
o present. Now, I maintain that was
o 18(;0ne in the case of the loan
B 6. On the contrary, the inju-
clous system was introduced, of sacri-
Hon. Mr. Macpherson.
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ficing a part of the principal and issuing
the loan at a large discount, for the sake
of a reduction in the nominal rate of inter-
est. The true' policy for a country like
Canada, that has to negotiate a series of
loans, is to pay the rate of interest that will
command not less than par for the loans.
To issue loans at a large discount, as our
Minister of Finance did, involves a large
loss of present capital, and was, therefore,
burdening the present generation to
relieve posterity. A loan at five per
cent. should, havesold for about 105—that
is, at a premium of five per cent.
whereas the four per cent. loan which
was negotiated metted this country
only about B7% per cent. Now, the dif-
ference in the result, if the loan had been
issued at 5 per cent., would have been
this—the loan of £2,500,000 converted at
the old par of exchange, would be $12,-
166,666, andat 5 per cent premium, would
have yielded $12,775,000. Deducting
for agency one per cent., $127,750, would
make the net proceeds of the loan $12,-
647,250. The net proceeds of the four
per cent. loan actually negotiated was only
$10,645,833, or $2,001,417 less than a
five per cent.loan would have yielded.
Now, capital is of the very first import-
ance to us. The great works which we
are now constructing are not for ourselves
alone, but mainly for posterity. By the
system adopted by Mr. Cartwright we lost
for presefit use $2,000,000 capital, and
have to bear the whole burden of that loss
for the sake of a nominally reduced rate
of interest. To obtain the nominal rate
of four per cent., instead of five per cent.,
interest, $2.001,417 of capital was sunk.
I think that was sacrificing too much for
posterity. It would have been much bet-
ter for us, and have made very little dif-
ference to posterity, if, instead of getting
$10,645,833 from a four per cent. loan,
he had negotiated a five per cent. loan,
and received as the proceeds $12,775,000.
I hope I have made my views plain to the
House. I think the main facts must
be sufficiently manifest—that by the
plan adopted by the Minister of Fi-
nance in negotiating the last loan, he sank
$2,001,417 of the principal in the pay-
ment of interest in advance to make hig
nominal rate of four per cent. equal to
five per cent. to the lenders for the whole
period of the loan. Capitalists generally
prefer negotiating a loan at a discount to

3
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one at par or above par. They can dis-
pose of 1t more advantageously than of a
loan which stands higher on the Stock
Exchange. It is a great mistake to speak
ot the financial agents, Messrs. Glyn &
Baring, as being the agents of this country
for the negotiation of our loans. They
are the agents of the country for paying
interest and attending to matters of  that
kind. But when our Minister of Finance
goes to England to negotiate a loan, they
act for themselves and their English clients
and make the best bargain they can. In
this case they made an exceedingly good
bargain. But Mr. Cartwright was at the
mercy of the money lenders when he
negotiated the last loan. He must have
had money. The capitalist knew very
well that a wise use of it was not to be
made in this country. They knew how
money was expended in Canada—a por-
tion lying idle in the Welland Canal,
involving a loss in interest of probably a
million of dollars, and they knew a further
amount was in the Pembina branch, and
a great deal more in that mostunwise of all
works, the Pacific Railway. They knew
the misuse that would be made of the
capital just as well as we did, and they
were necessarily influenced as money lend-
ers lending to prodigal men would be. They
exacted a high rate and imposed onerous
conditions. The terms were very extra-
ordinary, and we do not know who took
the loan. The names of the allottees
were refused in another place last Session.
I must say the way in which the loan
wag negotiated, and the price was fixed
was so objectionable, that we have a
right to full information. We ought to
know who the allottees were and what the
allotments were. The price of this loan
was fixed in secret though there should
have been no secrecy about it. I cannot
understand how any man acting alone
would consent to sink so much of the
money of his country as was sunk in this
case, without the knowledge of the people,
and without submitting it to the strictest
audit, I saw by the newspapers that the
National Bank of Australia had advertised
for a loan last month. How was that
done? They advertised for tenders fixing
the minimum price in their advertisement
at 95., interest at four per cent, while
we issued our four per cent loan nominally
at 91 per cent, but the various conditions
attached made it net us only 874 per cent.
Hon. Mr, Macpherson.
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I say that in the face of such facts we are
entitled to the fullest information in con-
nection with the fixing of the price and
the negotiation of that loan. Every one
per cent on that loan amounted to $120,
000. I am not going to impute wrong-
doing to any body, but whoever under-
stands the matter will see that the trans-
action afforded scope for a very large
amount of secret service money. It was
only last Session that the Public Accounts
Committee in another place were very
much exercised over a trifling amount of
secret service money which they knew had
been expended in the public service. The
circumstances attending the negotiation of
the loan have opened a proper field for
investigation by that Committee. I say
if I were a member of that Public Accounts
Committee, I would insist upon the most
searching enquiry and bring to light all
the facts, and the Finance Minister should
desire to have such an investigation. The
transaction afforded scope for the creation
of a Secret Service Fund which would have
rendered it unnecessary for members of
the Ministerial party to ‘‘comedown hand-
somely ” at election times,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.— You speak from
experience, possibly.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON.—I dare
say the hon. gentleman’s experience and
mine in that way are very much the same.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.—The hon. gentle-
man will hardly say there was any Secret

Service money in Mr, Cartwright’s
possession.
Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON.—TI con-

tend that nothing connected with the
loan should have been done in
secret, and I say when such things are
done in secret, openings are afforded for
irregularities,

Hon, Mr. SCOTT.—The hon. gentle-
man knows very well this was transacted
through Sir John Rose and Messis.
Glyn & Baring, and if anything was
wrong on the part of Mr. Cartwright,
they must have shared in the fraud.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON.—I am
not going to relieve the Government from
the responsibility that attaches to them.
The Finance Minisver alone was respons-
ible. He alone represented this country.
The other gentlemen, hoever they were,
were the lenders, and were not acting for
the Dominion.
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Hon. Mr. SCOTT.—Sir John Rose !
Wwas acting for this country.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON —When
the Finance Minister goes to England,
he supersedes every other agent, and I
have no doubt SirJohn Rose and Messrs.
Glyn & Baring represented themselves
and their English clients.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Sir John Rose
acted on the part of Canada.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON — We
should have the names of the allottees
and allotments, and all the facts relating to
the matter. With respect to the Inde-
dependence of Parliament measure, which,
Wwe are told, will be submitted to us, I will
only say that what has been brought to
light has brought discredit and reproach
upon parliamentary institutions, and I
hope an Independence of Parliament Act
Wwill be devised by the hon. gentlemen
Which will keep their friends pure.

Hon, Mr. SCOTT—And their oppo-
nentg,

Hon, Mr. MACPHERSON—Yes, and
their opponents too. With respect to the
8ystem of auditing the Public Accounts,
there is, no doubt, room for very great im-
Provement, and probably one of the things
Most necessary is that a uniform system
8hould be observed—uniform year after
Year, That is very frequently departed

Tom, and is exceedingly inconvenient for
those who take some pains to look through
the Public Accounts. Forinstance,in1876,
t]}e details of Customs expenditures were
8lven in the Trade and Navigation Re-
turng, instead of in the Public Accounts,
43 was formerly the case. In looking at
those details, I see that the Customs Re-

Venue in Montreal, in 187G, fell
°ﬂ]' $1,670,416, while the cost of
%llecting it increased $17,452. Will hon.

gentlemep explain how that was? It is
p erfe?ﬂy impossible that the increased ex-
Penditure could have been necessary in
the public interest. Then I find among

© new items wages to lockers and extra
clerks, $12.465 ; extra services at Examin-
ng Warehouse, $5,735. Now those were
extraordinary additions to that branch of
the service in 1876, in the face of a falling
off in ‘the Revenue of $1,500,000. Then
there is an item for cartage, &c., at the

Xamining Warehouse,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.—I presume that is
added to the Customs by the parties whose

800ds were transported to the warehouse.
Hon. Mr. Macphersom,
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Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON.,—AII these
details which used to be in the Public Ae-
counts are, for 1876, in the Trade and
Navigation Returns. Why was the change
made? Then there is a paragraph relat-
ing to the temperance question. ~What-
ever that measure may be, I hope it will
be one in consonance with the public
sentiment of the country. The only
other thing which I will notice in respect
to the Speech from the Throne is an
omission. I am not over strict, but I
regretted missing from the Speech what
T do not recollect having missed from the
Speech from the Throne on any other
occasion, I mean an invocation of the
Divine blessing upon the labors of Parlia-
ment. That is an omission whieh I
think is to be regretted. I shall not
take up the time of the House any longer,
I regret that I was obliged to speak om
the Address, but the Government and
their friends rendered it necessary for me
to do so.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY T cordially share
in the congratulations that have been

expressed in the tone and manner
of the mover and seconder of the
Address, on answer to the Speech

from the Throne.  Since these hon. gen-
tlemen delivered themselves yesterday,
the debate has taken a wide range, and,
as it appears to me, somewhat irregularly,
the question of freetrade has been inter-
jected into the discussion. Irregular and
inconvenient it is; but certainly the
Government eannot complain of that,
since it was in consequence of the disser-
tation on freetrade with which we were
favored by the hon. Secretary of State that
this question arose, and gave rise to the
criticisms of my hon. friends from Wood-
stock and Sunbury, and these criticisms.
have not yet been answered.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—It was not I who
started the debate on freetrade.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—Allusion was
made by the leader of the Opposition to
the question of protection in connection
with the commercial depression. It was
quite legitimate, but it was wholly inei-
dental, and certainly did not afford ground
for the position taken by the hon. Secre-
tary of State, unless it was his desire to
get up this debate, which was perfectly le-
gitimate and proper if he desired so to do.
But if he had not taken the course which
he did, our labors would have been
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shortened, and this discussion would not
have taken place. 'When I read the first
paragrapl in the Speech from the Throne,
I felt comforted that, as we were to have
only ordinary business, we should have a
short Session, but, as I found it followed
by eighteen other paragraphs, I could not
help thinking that we would not
have the pleasure of spending our
Faster holidays at home, snd that
there was a good deal of truth
in the’criticism that “what the Speech
lacked in depth it made up in length.”
The third paragraph refers to the Wash-
ington Treaty and the award made under
it by the Fisheries Commission. I do
sincerely lLope that we have heard the
_last of all those carping criticisms on the
“‘Washington Treaty, as ill-timed as they
were unpatriotic.  Itlink the Government
ave entitled to credit, certainly they
shall receive that credit from me, for
recommending for Commissioner on that
Commission of Eaquiry so distinguished a
man, and so able a statesmman as Sir A.
T. Galt. The oflicials of the Marine and
Fisheries Departinent are also entitled to
cvedit for the manner in which the case
was presented at Halifax, and I think it
is nothing more than due that I should
express the opinion which was impressed
on my mind when witnessing the closing
scenes of that celebrated Convention, that
great credit is due to the leading Counsel
of the Deminion, Mr. Thompson, for his
exhaustive and eloquent summing up of
the British case, which extorted even the
admiratior. of his opponents. Whatever
“may be thought of the provisions of the
Washington Treaty, or of the. inadequacy
- of the sum awarded, we must all agree
that a new epoch has been introduced
in the settlement of international
differences, a peaceful arbitration tending
to lasting good-will between the two great
English speaking nations of the earth.

There is a reference made in the
13th  paragraph to the  necessity
of opening up and settling the

North-West, but I am soiry to find
there is nothing in the Speech or Answer
referring to the probable early establish-
ment of comimunication with that ter-
ritory. It does seem to me that before
talking of settling a country they should at
all events afford to settlers the means of
getting into it through the highways of
our own Dominion, whether it be by the
Hon. Mr, Dickey.
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Dawson route or by an allrail route.
Certainly we should complete the commu-
nication before we talk about what is to
be done when settlers get there. There
ave other measures foreshadowed in the
Speeck, which I do not feel it necessary to
advert to just now, because I think it is
more convenient to reserve criticism until
those measures are laid before us, There
are some remarkable omissions, one or two
of which have been referred to already.
There is only an incidental allusion to the
great commercial depression which has
overshadowed the land. There is not a
word about the causes of that depression,
or of any remedial legislation to alleviate
its pressure, nor by readjustment of our
fiscal legislation to aid the struggling in-
dustries of this country, while no less than
two paragraphs are devoted to the distin-
guished Indian, Sitting Bull! Wlatever
my hon. friend the Secretary of State, and
the Government may think ; however
little importance they may attach to this
matter, I think they will find ere long
there will be a deep fecling of disappoint-
went in the country that there is no allu-
sion made, except a most remote one,
to the comriercial depression of this
country, and there is no remeiy pro-
posed to velieve the continued depres-
sion of the trade and industries of the
Dominion, The hon. Secretary of State
announced an extraordinary constitutional
doctrine yesterday, when hie said : “What
can the Governmeat do? The Govern-
ment can do nothing.” If my hon. friend
18 sincere in making that statement—and
I have theright to think he is—he must
have abdicated the functions of Govern-
ment altogether. Are we not always
legislating to assist trade and commerce ?
What is your free list in your tariff or
your varying scale of duties, but a legis-
lative effort to aid the industries of this
country ! I might go through the list of
legislative measures and show without any
difficulty in what way you can alleviate
this depression by wise fiscal legislation,
by placing the burthen of taxation on
goods coming into this country that enter
into immediate competition with our
native industries, and admitting at low
duties articles we cannot produce here,
such as raw sugar, &c. I am not going into
this to-day, but I merely notice the extra-
ordinary statement that the Government
have no power, and the sentiment is
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re-echoed by hon. gentlemen in this House
who are supporters of the Government,
If they admit their incapacity to deal
with this question, they must admit to
that extent, they are abdicating the func-
tions of a Government. The hon. Secre-
tary of State will recollect that in
the course of this debate the hon. gentle-
man who introduced the Address, in try-
Ing to explain a ground for the depression
of trade, spoke of its being the result of ex-
Pensive living, of extravagance, and to
some extent there is no doubt it has a
great deal to do with it, but will the hon.
gentleman allow me to remind him how
that is met in private life. Let him go to
London at the present moment where I
admit there is very great depression, and
he will find thousands of servants thrown
out of employment in consequence of gen-
tlemen contracting their expenses in order
o meet the altered circumstances of the
times. 'What do we find in this Speech?
Do we find the slightest allusion made to
the necessity of accommodating our ex-
Penditure to the altercd state of the coun-
try 1 No, there is no allusion to it, and
We only find an allusion in a paragraph
that in remodelling the departments the
€xpenses will not be increased. That is
the only consolation we get. Under the
Crcumstances there will be a deep feeling
of disappointment in the country, and it
18 vain to escape the conclusion that the
Country will feel there is neither the power
Nor the will to pass any legislation
Which will remove the great cloud of de-
Pression that overshadows the Dominion
3t the present moment. I do not intend
9 occupy any further time in this discus-
3on because the various matters which I
Conceive wholly incidental to this debate
2ve been imported into it, and amply dis-
Sussed, perhaps to our very great profit.
e have all listened with much pleasure
the Speech we have just heard, and even
Members of the Government will accord
labot credit to the hon. gentleman for the
th T and pains he has taken in collecting
® Information which he has laid before
¢ House, and for bringing to the notice
wh'the Ministers of the Crown matters
; 1ch deeply affect the intevests of this coun-
% Befor.e sitting down T cannot refrain
Adl(lll referring to the paragraph in the
. UTess relating to the Governor-General’s
1t to the North-West Provinces, and
Y€ very qualified expression that is
Hon, Mr. Dickey.
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there given on the Vice-Regal visit, and
its results, in terms certainly none too
strong. If we are prevented by Parlia-
mentary etiquette from giving any
warmer expression of our pleasure, yet,
individually, we must- all recognize the
very great benefit ot that visit, and the
lucid, stirring and eloquent speeches of
His Excellency, so important to the future
of this country. I may be permitted #o
add that the amiable and accomplished
lady who accompanied him in all his
peregrinations, will share with him the
feelings of regret which all of us will
experience when the hour arrives for them
to leave the shores of this Dominion, in
whose fortunes they have ever evinced so
deep an interest.

Hon. Mr. PELLETIER—The hon.
leader of the Opposition, with the courtesy
that he has always shown to this House,
in answering the mover and seconder of
the Address, has, in .the course of his.
remarks, said that due diligence had not
been used by the Government in the
construction of the Pembina Branch. This
remark has been repeated by other mem-
bers, and a more serious charge has been
made by the hon. member for Saugeen,
that it is not unlikely that the Govern-
ment had some interest in the Transport-
ation Company that prevented the con-
struction of the Pembina Branch on the
American side, and some influence must
have been wused by the Government
on the American companies. This
is a serious charge, and I hope
the House will require some better proof
than the hon. gentleman’s statement that
there has been any corrupt understanding-
or agreement’in this matter. The reason
why the Government did not continue the
building of that branch is perfectly defen-
sible. Three years ago the Government
commenced work on the Pembina branch.
The grading of the road was nearly com-
pleted, and the rails were brought there
with the hope that the American compa-
nies would do what they promised to do—
extend their lines to the frontier. Unfor-
tunately, since that time, from year to
year, something has prevented them, or
some influence has been exercised on the
American company, to cause delay in
building their road. Efforts have been
made by this Government every year to
have our part of the road bnilt, but seeing
that the American companies were not
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going on with theirs, it was thought by
the Government it would be useless to ex-
pend thousands of dollars on the Pembina
branch until there was a chance of con-
nection being made with the American
system of railways at the frontier,

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—It would
have afforded railway communication for
seventy miles—from Winnipeg to Pem-
bina.

Hon., Mr., PELLETIER—Still the
traffic would have been entirely controlled
by the Transportation Company, and
everyone knows, that until the branch on
the American side is built, the Pembina
branch will be utterly useless. It was
only last summer we had the promise that
one American company will build that
voad, and we can assure the House now
that the money will be provided for that
purpose. I hope that I am not saying too
much whea I say, that in the month of
August next we can go to Winnipeg by
the Pembina branch. The Government is
blamed by the hon. gentleman from Sau-
geen District for locating and constructing
the road mnorth of Manitoba. We
cannot be blamed for that, and I am
sure that every hon. member who
will look at the position of the
Government, coolly and without partizan
feeling, will see that the Ministry have
done all that they could do. We had
perfect confidence that the engineers ap-
pointed by the late Government were men
of large experience in such matters, and
had no interest in doing anything that was
not for the benefit of the country. We
took the very same engineers, Mr. Fleming
and Mr. Smith, who were employed by
the late Government, and continued them
in charge of the work. If hon. gentle-
men will take the trouble to look into the
veport of those engineers, they will see
that the only practical route for the build-
ing of the road is north of T.ake Manitoba.
Many gentlemen have asserted it is not a
practical route.
fall, T met gentlemen who told me the
same thing, but they were persons who
may have an interest in the route south
of Lake Manitoba being adopted. We
have, however, to follow the survey made
by the engineers until better evidence is
given. It is impossible for Ministers to
explore a route themselves, but we have
done all we can to have the best route
selected.  There may be differences of

Hon. Mr. Pelletier,
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opinion between engineers who have a
better knowledge of the country, but until
some proof is given as to who is right, the
Government haveno knowledge of the tact.
I am of the opinion that the presentation
of the Address is not the proper time to
discuss many of the subjects that have
cropped up in this debate. The hon.
member from Woodstock has blamed the
Government for not having done some-
thing to alleviate the commercial depres’
sion. I am sure notonly the people in Ca]
nada and the United States, but the people
of the whole world will be very thankful
to any hon. gentleman who will suggest
some means by which the crisis can be
suppressed. The depression is not con-
fined to this continent, but it is felt
generally throughout the world. We are
not, at least, the only Government to be
blamed for doing nothing to relieve their
country from the depression. We are
told that the adoption of a system
of protection would certainly remedy
the evil; I believe the best answer
to that is to look to the other
gside of the line, and see what effect
protection has had on our friends there.
The hon. gentleman from Sunbury
asserted yesterday, that protection was
not the cause of the depression in the
United States. I have read a great
many articles, however, by men who are
supposed to understand this question
thoroughly, in which the policy of the
Government is blamed for the depresrion
existing in that country. I am sure if
any one can suggest a remedy to the
Government the country would be very
much indebted to him, but we are only
told it is the duty of the Government to
suggest something or to adopt a policy.
We have also been told that the present
Government have increased largely the
departmental expenditures, Now is not
the proper time to discuss this question,
and the Public Accounts, when they are
brought down, will be the best answer to
this accusation. Of course there is an
increase in the expenditure authorized by
statute and for public works, but this was
not under the control of the Government.
The expenditures under the control of
the Government since 1873 have not only
not increased, but they have actually de-
creased, as will be shown by the Public
Accounts, when they are laid befors the
House.
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Hon. Mr. DEVER.—I wish to express
Ty gratitude for the friendly manner in
Which each speaker alluded to that para-
graph in the Speech referring to the St.
John fire. I amthe only member present
lmmediately from that city, so sadly
afflicted by that terrible conflagration of
the 20th" of June last, by which our
Breatest edifices were totally destroyed
Within the short space of three hours.
wr Custom House, owr banks, our
churches, our beautitul buildings—some
of them worthy of being called commer-
cial palaces—some twenty-seven or thirty
millions of dollars worth of property
Wwere all consumed in  this short
Period, while the insurance did not
®xceed seven millions of dollars,
80 that hon. gentlemen will see at once
the loss which was sustained. I perceive
hat the Government claim credit for
Placing in the estimates a sum of money,
$20,000, which they contributed towards
the relief fund, for which I feel grateful,
28 I should. But when I contrast that
amount with the generous donations of
ere hamlets in Canada, and from cities
and towns of foreign countries I feel that
our Government might have been some-
What more liberal, and I think in being
80 they would have been fully sustained by
the people and legislature of this Domi-
Dlon, T feel also in looking back at that
8reat catastrophe that the Government
Would have been justified in showing
%re&ter liberality to our unfortunate city,
om the fact that the fire had consumed
.jgoqu on which duties amounting at
€8st to $500,000, had been paid which
gvo}?ids had again to be replaced, and on
timCh duties had to be paid the second
8 ee. Thgre is another paragraph in the
(I: %ch which refers to changes that may
menta;’a’ltageously made in the depart-
I haq thal'l‘angements existing at present.
Point; e honor on a former occasion, of
of ¢} 8 out that at least one department
© Government of this country might
$39 (;)I(;e away with, by which at least
<49,000 per annum might be saved to
: Dominion, I refer to the Excise
takpartment. Hon. gentlemen who have
<en the trouble to look into the matter,
good’!ee that there are only two articles of
o s on which excise duties are levied
Spi:iftlg’ e(:l(tont‘—’l‘hese two items are
o thema?s Tobacco, and the manufacture
no good to this country but a

Heon, Mr. Dever,
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great loss. Better import them like other
goods from natural markets and pay the
duty at the Custom House, thereby saving
an increasing expenditure of some $220,
000 per annum for a host of unnecessary
officials. 'We have a right to expect this
piece of economy with others from a
Reform Government, especially in reply to
the statement that ¢ nothing can be done”
for the alleviation of our comwmercial de-
pression. But, gentlemen, as this commer-
cial question will, nodoyibt, come up for your
consideration again, I will not occupy your
time any longer with a discussion which
is unsuited to the present occasion. I
will advert to the paragraph referring to
His Excellency, the Governor-General. I
think I may safely say, hon. gentlemen,
that the expressions which dropped from
the lips of the mover of the Address had
an echo in the heart of every man, wo-
man and child in this Dominion, where-
ever intercourse was had-between that ex-
cellent man and them. Throughout the
length and breadth of this Dominion,
where His Excellency is known there is
but one feeling, and that is a feeling of
pain that we are 8o soon to lose our popu-
lar Governor-General. For as an admin-
istrator, as a gentleman of culture, and as
an orator, he has won the highest admira-
tion and esteem of our people, and all
will regret the day when His Excellency
and his amiable and beautiful Countess,
will take their departure from these pro-
vinces which he has served so well.
The Address was then carried.

THE FISHERIES COMMISSION.,

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON enquired
of the Secretary of State what time the
Report of the Fisheries Commission
would be laid on the table.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said he was not in a
position to give the information asked for.
He assumed that that report, though made
in the interest of the Dominion, was a re-
port tothe British Government, and it had
to go there first as a matter of courtesy.
Our connection with it was, of course, by
the intervention of the Imperial Parlia-
ment. He had no doubt, however, when
it was completed they should have a copy
of it, and that the Government would be
able to place it in the hands of hon., mem-
bers as soon as possible. It was being
printed in Halifax under the supervision
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of the officers in charge of it, but it was,
properly speaking, the property of the
Imperial Government.

The House adjourned at 5 p. m.

THE SENATE.
Wednesday, Feb. 13th.

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o'clock.

After Routine proceedings.
THE FISHERIES AWARD,

Hon. Mr. BUREAU moved—That an
humble address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor-General, praying
that he will be pleased to cause to be laid
before this House, copies of all documents
and pleadings relating to the questions
decided by the award rendered at Halifax,
on the subject of the indemnity of five
milllion five hundred thousand dollars,
under the Treaty of Washington, parti.
eularly the twenty-second and twenty-
third articles of that Treaty, and all copies
of all letters and despatches between Her
Majesty’s Government and those of the
United States of America, and of Canada,
on the same subject since the rendering of
the award. He said it was unnecessary for
him to use any argument to show the
necessity of having those important doc-
uments printed. Our able and distin-
guished lawyer, Mr. Joseph Doutre, had
informed him that they contained much
" that was of value and interest to the
people of this country. He concurred in
the opinion expressed in this Chamber by
several hon. gentlemen who had taken
part in the debate on the Address in reply
to the Speech from the Throne, that the
award of the Arbitration would be pdid
by the United States Government in the
same prompt and honorable way, that
the British Government had paid the
indemnity awarded to the United States
by the Geneva Arbitration,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.—IT learned from the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to-day,
that he has received a printed copy of the
proceedings, and there will be no objection
to its being brought down.

The motion was carried.

Hon, Mr. Scott.
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at West Arichat.
THE BREAKWATER AT WEST ARICHAT.

Hon. Mr. MILLER moved :—That an
humble Address be presented to His Ex-
cellency the Governor General, praying
that His Excellency will cause to be laid
before this House, all surveys and reports
made by any Government Engineer within
the last six years, in relation to the Break-
water at West Arichat, in the Island of
Cape Breton. He (Mr. Miller) asked the
indulgence of the Senate, while he made a
few brief remarks in explapation of the
motion. The harbor of West Arichat was
one of the most important shipping ports
in the Island of Cape Breton, and owned
a considerable amount of tonnage. It was
s0 frequented by vessels that the late
Government considered it necessary to
erect a light-house specially for the use of
shipping resorting to the port. The harbor
was once a very good one, but had
suffered serious injury by the drifiting of
sand and gravel, which was fast filling up
the safest anchorage. Before Confedera-
tion, the Provincial Government, chiefly
through his (Mr. Miller’s) exertions, had
undertaken to arrest the complete de-
struction of the harbor of West Arichat,
by the construction of a breakwater be-
tween Crichton’s Island and Isle Madame.
The work had been undertaken, and was
half completed at the time of the Union
of the Provinces, at an expenditure of
about $8,000. Since then nothing had
been done. The old work was nearly use-
less, and was fast becoming destroyed.
The harbour was also gradually filling up,
and would ere long be comparatively use-
less to the shipping of the country. The
Government should do something now to
‘'stop its destruction, ere it was too late.
He did not know why it was that this
important subject had been so long neg-
lected by those whose duty it was to look
after the matter. Feeling this, last ses-
sion he (Mr. Miller) brought the question
to the notice of the Government from his
place in the Senate, because he considered
that the past neglect and injustice had
been tolerated too long. He was then
met by the hon. gentlemen opposite in a
manner that led him to believe that his
remarks had produced a good effect. He
trusted that either in the regular or the
supplementary estimates a sum would be
placed this year for the completion of this
breakwater. It certainly ought to be
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completed before the harbour was totally
ruined. The work was one of those that
Wwas very properly taken over by the

ederal Government after Confederation,

and surveys of it had since been
Tade. He (Mr. Miller) wanted the re-
Ports of such surveys, as he felt

sure they would show the public utility
of completing the work in the interests,
Dot only of the inhabitants of the Port,
but in the interests of the shipping of the
Whole country.

Hon. Mr.” SCOTT.— I am unable to
Say from memory whether this has been
under the consideration of the Minister
of Public Works or not. I will be happy

bring down any papersin the possession
of the Department bearing on the subject.

The motion was carried.

The House adjourned at 3.20 p- m.

THE SENATE.
Thursday, Feb. 14th.

o ;I'hi SPEAKER took the chair at three
clock,

After Routine proceedings.
L’ARDOISE BREAKWATER,

. Hon, Mr, MILLER moved—that an
Umble address be presented to His Excel-
°ncy the Governor-General, praying that

1; will be pleased to lay before this

Ouse, a statement showing the amount
0n11£‘?ney expended during the past year

Ca %rdoxse Breakwater in the Island of

pelggi‘ reton, and the mode of such ex-

o ;“}'e with the authority therefor.
offie ianc} that, before going out of
°Pdere(r11 873, the late Government had
of 1,4 a ‘Sllrvex to be made of the waters

- dOISe, W}th the intention of con-

Pl Ing a suitable breakwater at that

Eng; e work was estimated by the

glneer to be likely to cost about $60,-
wh 0; and it wag well known to every one

’Ilentswaa acquainted with the require-

place and important industries of the

: 8¢e, that the expenditure would be a

l:l!)us one. L’Ardoise possessed one

fiy er'e most valuable and productive

ope &8 In Nova Scotia, and, having a

TY considerable population, it con-
Hon. Mr, Miller,
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tributed very largely to the public
revenue. These fisheries would be far
more profitable than they were, if the coast
were provided with a breakwater which
would afford shelter to the men, boats
and vessels, engaged in the prosecution of
this arduous and dangerous calling, The:
fisheries of Canada were a source of im-
mense wealth to the country, and those
employed in them did not receive the
consideration from the Legislature or the-
Government, to which their interests were
entitled. It was astonishing how grudg-
ingly a small grant could be wrung from
this Government to promote the develop-
ment of our fisheries, or the security of’
the lives and property of our hardy
fishermen. L’Ardoise Breakwater was a
cage in point. The estimate of the late
Government for a breakwater at that
place, as he had already said, was $60,--
000. The present Government found the
work so far assumed by their predecessors,
that they were bound to do something in-
fulfilment of the expectations of the people
in regard to it. They did not
feel at liberty to throw it overboard:
altogether, or he supposed they would
have done so. But what. did they
do % True to the policy of this Govern-
ment towards Cape Breton, instead of
accepting the plans and estimates they
found prepared for them, they determined
to substitute for the contemplated erection,
a small pier or block of logs imperfectly
ballasted and secured, at a cost of a few
thousand dollars, pretty much in the style-
of their first essays with regard to St.
Peter’'s Canal. That block was built in
the summer of 1876, and fortunately the-
winter following was very mild, and the
coast unusually free from drift ice, other-
wise the structure would have been car-
ried away last winter. He was told it
was very imperfectly secured, and not
sufficiently ballasted, when taken off the
hands of the contractor by the Govern-
ment. Money bad been expended on it
last autumn by day’s work, the money
having been placed in the hands of a Go-
vernment partizan, who had some reputa-
tion as a valuable man in manipulating
votes at elections, Some people were un-
charitable enough to say that the mode of
expenditure was adopted altogether with
an eye to the coming general election, and
was judiciously used for that purpose.
But he (Mr. Miller) did not desire to im-
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pute any thing wrong to the individual who
had the expenditure of this money, who
outside of his erroneous political proclivi-
ties was a worthy man, but he did find
fault with the manner of expending public
money adopted in the case in question.
There was noting to justify it. Apart
from the appearance it presented of an
attempt to make political capital by
" tampering with the poorer class of the
-electors, the money could have been much
more judiciously and advantageously ex-
pended by tender and contract, when
everyone would have a fair chance to com-
pete for it. It was a dangerous thing to
permit any departure in such a case from
the tender and contract system. The
friends of the present Government had
boasted that they had secured the electors
of L’'Ardoise by the expenditure of the
money on the breakwater. But he (Mr.
Miller) knew that they had not secured
the independent electors of that fine com-
munity, who were & large majority of its
inhabitants, as the next general election
would preve. His greatest complaint,
however, against these gentlemen was that
they had refused to the people of L’Ardoise
and all others who resorted to that fish-
:ing ground, a suitable and commodious
harbor for the carrying on ef their avoca-
tions. It would have been only a small
concession to that valuable industry-—an
industry that receives very little attention
from Parliament, while less important
subjecis engross much of their time, and
receive large appropriations from the pub-
lic funds. He trusted the Government
was not going to allow L'Ardoise break-
water to remain in its present unsafe and
. imperfect condition, and that they might
be induced to act justly, if not generously,
.(on the eve of a general election) in rela.
tion to that and other similar subjects in
the ill-treated Island of Cape Breton.
Hon. Mr. SCOTT—As my hon. friend
has not given me any proof that the Gov-
ernment have been guilty of what he has
charged them with, I am not prepared to
answer that portion of his remarks. I
am under the impression the money was
wisely and well expended. I am advised
by the Public Works Department that
there was in 1876 an unexpended balance
of $1,300 carried over, which was spent
in 1877, the work being done by day’s
labor. I suppose in so small a work as
-one involving twelve or thirteen hundred
Hon. Mr, Miller.
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dollars, it is much more economical and
satisfactory to expend the money as was
done in this case than to call for tenders.
Of course, I cannot speak as to the charac-
ter of the work, whether it was more suit-
able to be done by day’s labor or by con-
tract, but I assume the course was pursued
by which the most was done with the
money, and this is the first I have heard
of any imputation against the Govern-
ment that they used it for political pur-
poses. If they had had any object of
that kind in view, I should think it would
have been better to hold the money over,
because, as a rule, people are more grate-
ful for favors they expect than for those
they have received.:

Hon. Mr. MILLER—I do not blame
the Government so much as I do the
friends of the Government.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I presume they are
all friends of the Government down
there.

The motion was carried.

The House adjourned at 3:25 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Friday, Feb. 15th,

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o'clock.

After Routine proceedings,
PETITIONS FOR PRIVATE BILLS.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said that the time for
receiving petitions for private bills
expired to-day, and, as he understood
that a number of petitions were on the
way, he moved that the time for receiving
them be extended to the 25th inst.

The motion was agreed to.

CANADIAN PACIFIC TELEGRAPH,

Hon. Mr. ATKINS moved—“That an
humble address be presented to His Excel-
lency the Governor-General, praying that
His Excellency will cause to be laid before
this House, copies of all specitieations on
which tenders were invited to construct
the Lake Superior and Fort Garry sections
of the Canadian Pacific Telegraph ; also,
copies of all correspondence between the
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Government and persons tendering for the
8ame ; also, copies of all contracts for the
construction of the several portions thereof.”
He said an address had been adopted last
Session for “ copies of all eorrespondence
between the Government and the con-
tractors for the construction of the Pacific
Telegraph, and copies of all contracts for
the several portions thereof,” but, unfor-
tunately, the returns brought down did
hot include all the information desired,
and he now made this motion in order to
ave complete information on the subject
submitted to the House. He made this
Inotion thus early in the Session, because
t year some six or seven weeks elapsed
efore the returns were brought down.
He had intended to make some remarks
On the subject, but deferred them until
the papers were brought before the House.
The motion was agreed to.

THE STANDING COMMITTEES.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT moved the appoint-
ent of the Standing Committees. He
8aid they were the same as last year, the
Yuly changes being the substitution of the

on. Mr. Thibeaudeau’s name for the late

on. Mr. Wilson's, and the addition of
on. Mr. Alexander’s to the Contingent
‘Ccounts Committee.
e motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Monday, Feb. 1th.

The Speaksr took the chair at 3 p-m.
After Routine proceedings
THE HUNTER DIVORCE CASE.

Hon, Mr, ATKINS moved that the
Petition of Hugh Hunter, praying for
Voree from his wife be received.
ai on. Mr. MILLER asked to have it
i over until to-morrow.
n Hor}. Mr. _AIKINS said he saw no
t}‘:"emt'y. for it, and would prefer to have
€ petition received without delay.
not on, Mr. MI.LLER said there was
- Sufficient evidence that the person
O served the notice upon the wife of
Yater was acquainted with her.
Hon, Mr, Aikins.

15, 1878&]  in Nova Scotia. 43
Hon, Mr. AIKINS said she had been

pointed out to him by a man who was

present at her marriage with Hunter.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY thought there
would be no delay in letting it stand for
a day, inasmuch as the Private Bills
Committee was not yet organized, and
the petition could not go before them
even if it were received.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS said it was called
to meet to-morrow and it was important
that the petition should be read now, in
order that delay might be avoided.

Hon. Mr. MILLER raised the point of
order, that no notice of motion had been

ven.

The SPEAKER ruled that the motion
was in order.

The motion was agreed to on a division.

8T. PETER'S CANAL,

Hon. Mr. MILLER moved : —* That
an humble address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor-General, pray-
ing that His Excellency will cause to be
laid before this House, all reports, sur-
veys, plans or alteration of plans, con-
tracts or assignment of contracts, and Or-
ders in Council, made within the last two
years, in connection with the enlargement
of St. Peter’s Canal, in the Island of Cape
Breton.” He said he presumed the Gov-
ernment would have no objection to lay
these papers on the table, and he would
feel very much obliged if they would do
80 as early as possible, as he wished to re-
serve the remarks he had to make on this
subject until the papers were before the
House.

The motion was agreed to.

MAIL IRREGULARITIES IN NOVA SCOTIA.

Hon. Mr. MILLER moved :—* That
an humble address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor-General, praying
that His Excellency will cause to be laid
before this House, copies of all correspond-
ence between the Post-office Inspector for
Nova Scotia and any other person or per-
sons, during the months of November,
December, and January last past, in rela-
tion to mail irregularities between the
Post-offices of Arichat, Hawkesbury, and
Antigonish in the said Province, and all
evidence obtained and reports made by the
said Inspector in connection with the
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same.” He hoped that this return would
also be brought down at an early date.
He did not think that more than ten days,
at the very outside, would be required to
prepare the return. As he was desirous
to prove a charge against the Post-office
Inspector in Nova Scotia of a dereliction
of duty in connection with this matter, he
wished to have the papers presented as
early as possible. ]

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said” he would call
the attention of the Postmaster-General
to the matter. He had sent to the
Department for the papers asked for, and
they had not been received. He presumed
they were still with the Inspector.

The motion was agreed to.

COMMUNICATION WITH PRINCE EDWARD
ISLAND.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE moved :—
“Thatan humble addressbe presented to His
Excellency the Governor-General, praying
that he will be pleased to cause to be laid
before this House, a return specifying :—

1st. The sums expended in repairing
the steamship Northern Light during the
year 1877.

2nd. The number of passages made by
the said steamship between the ports of
Georgetown in Prince Edward Island, and
Pictou in Nova Scotia,

3rd. The number of mails received on
board the said steamship and delivered up
to the 14th instant. ’

4th. The number of mails which have
been despatched for transmission by the
said steamship, but have ultimately been
transmitted by other means.”

He said :—It has been my duty on
several occasions to call the attention of
this honorable House to other branches of
this same subject. Upon those occasions
I was applying for the fulfilment of cer-
tain terms of Confederation, which up to
that period had not been carried out. -I
now come before the House to make a
statement showing as briefly as I can that,
although those terms have to a certain ex-
tent been fulfilled, they have not been at-
tended with that success which might
have been hoped for and expected. In
making these remarks I must disclaim
any intention of speaking in a spirit of
hostility to the Government. I am aware
that they and this Parliament have ex-
pended a large sum in fulfiling

Hon. Mr. Miller.
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the terms of Union with Prince Edward
Island ; that a steamship has been built
specially for the purpose of keeping open
winter communication with Prince Ed-
ward Island ; that it has been built ae-
cording to the best modern ideas, and
that large sums have been expended in re-
pairing that vessel. I also say that under
the circumstances, the Government were
perhaps justified in making the experiment
of carrying the mails between George-
town, Prince Edward Island, and Pictou,
Nova Scotia, inasmuch as those two ports
were safe harbors. Georgetown at least
had the reputation of being open to a
very late period every winter. They alse
had the further advantage, that each port
was the terminus of a railway. There-
fore it was perhaps felt proper and justi-
fiable that the Government should make
a thorough experiment of the harbors of
Georgetown and Pictou, in order to as-
certain whether communication between
the Province of Prince Edward Island and
the mainland could be maintained there.
We have now the experience of one entire
winter, and part of another, and that
experience certainly indicates very clearly
that the position in which the Northern
Light i3 now placed is not suitable for the
purpose for which she was built and em-
ployed. I shall endeavour to show that
other localities between Prince Edward
Island and the mainland are better suited
for this purpose than the place where she
is now located. It may be necessary per-
haps to give some personal experience on
this point, because Ido not wish to dispar-
age the capacity of the Northern Light
for the work for

which she was
built. I can say that I spent two
or three days on board of her,

and had a every reason to be satisfied
with her performance, but at the commen-
cement of this season the weather was so
remarkably mild and open that she
scarcely met with any greater difficulty
than would be encountered in the summer ;
but towards the end of last month, on the
first occurrence of cold weather, her course
was beset with fields of ice packed in sueh
a manner that she was unable to con-
tinue her passages. The hon. gentle-
man who will second this resolution
(Hon, Mr. Montgomery) bad some prae-
tical experience on board the vessel
this season. I have had none. I think
my hon. friend went on board on the 31st
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January. I followed him two or three
days later. After waiting a couple of
days for the return of that vessel, I was
Induced, hearing the mails were to be sent
by another way, to go by the old route,
batween Cape Tormentine and Cape Tra-
verse. Now, if personal inconvenience
was the only difficulty in this case, of
course there would be very little to be
said about it, but I can tell hon. gentle-
men that the failure of that vessel to re-
turn caused a delay, in the transmission
outward, of the mails from Georgetown,
and also of the inward mails from Pictou
to the Island. The former had to be
sent a distunce of 80 miles to Cape Tra.
verse, the latter by a long circuitous
route to Cape Tormentine, On the occa-
si1on I refer to, Charlottetcwn was without
a mail during six days. Our merzantile
community experienced a difficulty which,
am sure, every honorable member of *his
ouse will appreciate—tke inconvenience
of being without any communication with
the mainland except by telegraph for six
df’«y 8,and I see by despatchesfrom the Mari-
time Provinces that this occurrence has
been repeated since then, and the mails
1ave heen ordered to be transferved to the
old route. There is so much to be said
n favor of the route betwcen Cape Tor-
Mentine and Cape Traverse for mail pur-
Doses over the Georgetown and Pictou
route, th-t I hope I will be pardoned for
Preseuting them in asfew words aspossible.
tween Pictou and Georgetown is a dis-
tance of thirty-five to forty miles, and that
Space, as the winter advances—generally
OWards the enu of January, sometimes
??«I‘her—becomes closely packed with heavy
elds of ice, and I leave hon. gentlemen
ndun&gme for themselves what the wear
well T must be to any ship, however
on thz:-nd strongly built, when driven stem
perha ough such fields of ice, for days,
lﬂpacepsf.‘ Allow that vessel any clear
wa t,l?- Water, ar}d she w1ll_ break hew
ug hlollgh formidable barriers of ice,
vea dW en she is _packed in, as we have
of vessels being caught in the ice in
8ibl:lf(‘: regions, it becpmes almost impos-
wast or her to extricate herself.  She
war await the action of the wind and
f&ctaes’taa? if we could be aware of the
that i’: thee present moment, I believe
Light 34 nov}vlosmlqlz.m which the Northern
“OUth wont ‘—.WM ing for the action of the
vind to release her from her’

Hon, Mr, Haythorne.
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unpleasant predicament—surrounded by
seven or eight feet of solid ice. This wear
and tear cannot be repaired, of course, for
nothing. I make this motion, as I have
stated, not in a spirit of hostility to
the Government, but to show beyond
doubt that the vessel is placed in an
unsuitable and inconvenient position. I
have heard it said in many quarters—in
fact, at.one time I advocated the saiae
course myself—that the proper way to
proceed would be to issue a commissien of
enquiry to ascertain the most suitable
route. Four years ago that commission
would have been exceedingly useful ; but
at the present day, when we have had the
experience of two years, and when it has
been demonstrated beyond question that
there is but one route suitable, [ think a
commission of enquiry would only cause
unaecessary delay. One of the great
recommendations in favor of the route
between Capes Traverse and Tormentine
is the fact that the straits there are only
nine miles wide, and that distance is
reduced in winter to seven miles by the
“bord” ice, as it is callel. That icc seldom
or never moves. At that point only csn
boats cross, Everywhere else any attempt
of the kind that has been made has ended
in disaster. I think the experience of two
winters has demonstrated beyond . doubt
that the Northern Light cannot under all
circumstances, contend against the ice.
If she could, I say certainly retain
her there, but I contend she cannot.
Therefore, it becomes apparent the mail
service of Prince Edward Island should
be concentrated at one point, between the
two capes, and I am sure it would be as
effectually performed as, under the circum-
stances, it is possible for it to be. Some-
times it would be necessary to use the
steamer, and sometimes ice boats. In
the early part of the winter the heavy
fields of ice have not yet formed, or have
not become packed as they do subse-
quently. It is then the old ice boats ex-
parience the greatest difficulty, and in
former times I have known three weeks
to elapse without mails crossing. This is
due to the fact that the straits are gorged
with broken ice and half-melted snow,
through which no boat can pass, and on
which no man can walk. But under such
circumstances the Nowthern Light could
run without difficulty, and with very little
wear and tear. This renders the situation
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I have referred to particularly eligible.
The soft, half-melted ice, which is known
in that locality by the name ‘lolly,”ig
always liable to recur during the winter,
You may sometimes find a mass of solid
ice in the straits, and a few days later it
becomes a field of « lolly,” creating an im-
passable space. That is the time the
Northern Light would perform her service
admirably. I must say the only valid
objection I have heard urged against the
route between Capes Tormentine and Tra-
verse, is that the Northern Light cannot
be placed there without a considerable ex-
penditure in building breakwaters. At
the commencement of every winter it
would be necessary, before the “bord”
ice forms, that she should have protection
from the wind and waves. Afterwards,
that is not necessary, because the ice is
protection*enough.  One of those break-
waters would be a difficult and expensive
engineering work. That I am free to ad-
mit : but I do say it is not expedient to
abandon a situation possessing so many
other advantages simply because such a
difficulty stands in the way. Surely there
is engineering skill enough in this country
to build a breakwater sufficiently strong
to resist the natural forces against it!
After building the Victoria Bridge at
Montreal, and undertaking other splendid
works in this Dominion, including a rail-
way across the Rocky Mountains, surely
we are not going to be deterred by such a
difficulty as the erection of a breakwater
at Cape Tormentine. I think it would be
a reflection on the Dominion to say so.
I think, after a candid investigation of
the subject, it will be admitted that the
amount which could be economized
through this change would go far to make
up the cost of the required improvements.
I am aware also, there are some short
branches of railways required there which
would also involve some expenditure, but
all that is needed in the first instance is a
breakwater on the mainland side. On
the Island there is a breakwater already,
but, being a local work, it is not, perhaps,
sufficiently solid, and it would be necessary
to eutend,and strengthen it somewhat.
The difichlty at Cape Tormentine is by
no means insuperable. I bave endeavored
to take a common-sense view of this
question. When the service between
Georgetown and Pictou, after a remark-
ably open season, has ended in a conspicu-
Hon, Mr, Haythorne,
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ous failure, what is left for the members
from Prince Edward Island to do but to
bring the matter before Parliament? It
i8 the only course open to us. I do not
blame the Government for this failure. T
think they were justified in giving the
Georgetown and Pictou route a fair trial,
but, that trial having resulted in a failure,
other steps should be taken to keep com-
munication open in winter. I think we
have had sufficient experience now to
enable us to decide, without a commission
of enquiry, where we should establish our
communication with the mainland. Tam
inclined to think that such a eommission
would only delay the change which we
advocate. In bringing this matter before
you I have endeavored to occupy as little
of your time as possible. I am quite
aware it is a subject which does not
possess interest to everybody, although I
know it does for many gentlemen from
adjoining counties who agree with me
that it is not a question for Prince Ed-
ward Island alone, but for all the counties
and countries having any connection with
the trade of the Province. To say itis a
local question is a futile argument. It is
my duty, knowing well that a time is fast
approaching when public men will prob-
ably be brought face to face with those
whom they represent in this Parliament,
in some shape or other, (for this House
has, to a certain degree, a representative
character), to press the claims of Prince
Edward Island upon the Government and
upon Parliament, and this is my apology
for the course I have taken on this
occasion.

Hon. Mr. MONTGOMERY said he
thought if the present route between
Georgetown and Pictou were continued
the Government would find it necessary
to put on a second steamer, because if
any thing was to happen the Northern
Light— if she got stuck in the ice— the
passengers and crew might perish, He
had crossed the straits on the 3lst of
January last. Up to that time there had
been no difficulty ; there had been little.or
no ice and the steamer made one way
trips daily. But in attempting to cross
over that day she found heavy ice. She
forced her way through for along way, but
was ultimately jammed into the ice s0
tightly that she could neither back out
nor go forward, and had to remain there
all night. Next morning they were three
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miles from land. The captain got a boat
out and after a great deal of difficulty,
danger and hardship they go ashore seven
or eight miles from Pictau. He feared
there would always be extreme difficulty
in crossing from Georgetown to Pictou in
severe weather, and the only safe course
is from Cape Tormentine to Cape Tra-
verse. The Northern Light could work
there in connection with the ice
boats, because if she got stuck the ice
boats would be on the spot to take her
place. Under the existing arrangement
the Island was without mails for a week
at a time. He was very sorry that the
coal provided last season for the use of
the steamer was not sent to Capes Tormen-
tine and Traverse. The steamer would
have been perfectly safe there, as a harbor
could be cut for her in the bord ice.
They would never have regular mails by
a steamer running between Georgetown
and Pictou. His opinion was the only
route was that which he had last mention-
ed, and that route could be kept open in
the summer if proper piers were built,
and a branch railway were constructed.
[t would then be nothing more than a
ferry in the summer season and the

round trip could be made in two hours,
Hon. Mr. HAVILAND said this was
& question in which the members from the
rovinces of Ontario and Quebec would
take very little interest, but it was amatter
of very great importance tothe wholeof the
Inhabitants of Prince Edward Island and
e Maritime Provinces. They, as a mat-
ter of course, felt a deep interest in the
establishment of regular winter mails. In
the articles of Confederation they were
fgi“PI‘anteed that that service would be ef-
tﬁlently performed. There was no doubt
2t the steamer Northern Light had cost
ineth Overnment a large amount of money
v © first ingtance, and subsequently for
€ry extensive improvements and repairs
gﬁde to her last summer. He did not
f Ik there was so much to be found
li"“lt With in the construction of the boat,
I_“t that she had been put on the wrong
é’“be- As long as she was kept by the
tOovernmerp‘, on the route from George-
0 W to Pictou they would bave very lit-
o satisfaction as regards the regularity
:lfx mails or transit of passengers during
PI;o::lm:;r tﬁzon:(:l:gewse:eas if she were
Yerse, P.E.I etween Cape Tra-
» £.M.L, and Cape Tormentine, New

Hon, Mr. Montgomery,
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Brunswick, he believed they would not
have been so often disappointed with the
mails being delayed in the Gulf, or trou-
bled with the necessity of having them
transported from the steamer when she
was blocked up in the ice, by sleighs, and
landed at New Glasgow.  Of course, the
change would entail expense, as the hon.
mover of the Address contemplated, by
the construction of a breakwater on the
New Brunswick side. The disbursements
required on the Prince Edward Island
side would not be as great, as there was a
wharf there, which by a reasonableexpendi-
ture could be utilized so as to be veady for
the steamer next autumn. There was no
doubt that in the winter season it was
impossible to carry on the mail service in
the old fashioned style with ice boats
during the formation of the ice early in
the month of January, when the waters of
the Gulf were one mass of *¢ lolly” through
which it was impossible to push the boat
with boat hooks, and would not support a
boat being dragged on runners. They had
two or three weeks without having commu-
nication with the mainland, and their only
means of knowing what was going on in
the outer world was by the electric tele-
graph. It might weary hon. members
constantly bringing this matter up before
the House, as it had been up so often
before, but the representatives of the
Island had no other way of calling the
attention of the House to this ques-
tion in which the people of Prince
Edward Island felt so intense an in-
terest, now that they had no Minister to
represent them in the Cabinet, and those
gentlemen who represented the Provinces
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, knew
very little of the wants of Prince Edward
Island. Their could only be laid before
the Government by means of motions of
this kind, either here or in the other
Chamber. He believed that if a break-
water were constructed at Cape Tormen-
tine, it would not merely be a place
of transit between the mainland and
the Island proper, but it would be the
proper route for mail steamers to run on
during the summer season, because there
were only some nine miles between the
two capes. All that was necessary to have
hourly communicatiorr with the mainland
would be the construction of these two
breakwaters, and a branch line of railway
either from the town of Amherst, or from
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a place called Aulac, down to the Gulf
shore, and a short railway of ten miles
from the Island Railway to Cape Tra-
verse. It would not cost a very large
sum of money, and it would render the
mail service efficient all the year round,
making Prince Edward no longer an
Tsland, but virtually a part of the mainland.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD said this was a
matter of considerable importance, not
only to Prince Edward Island, but to the
mainland as well, and he congratulated
the members for that Island on hav-
ing arrived at the conclusion that the
atiempt to establish cemmunication
between Georgetown and Pictou was not
practicanle. There was no doubt what-
erer, from the experience they had had
during the past two seasons-—two of the
most favorable winters—notwithstanding
the amount of money expended on the
stoamer Northern Light, that she was not
competent to perform regular mail service
between the Island and the mainland. He
hpd had an experience extending over
some fifty years. Hon. gentlemen would
perhaps smile when he said so, looking at
his youthful appearance.

Hon. Gentlemen, — Hear, hear, and
laughter.

Hon. Mr. BOTIFORD, continuing,
said he had had an experience of the
Straits of Northumberland of half a cen-
tury, and he felt that the attempt to place
a steamer between Pictou and George-
town during any ordinary winter must be
a failure. The only practicable means of
communication between the Island and
the mainland was between Cape Traverse
and Cape Tormentine. The seasons—Ilast
year and this—had been very mild. He
had known winters when it would have
been utterly impossible for the Northern
Light to have passed over the straits with
safety. If communication were established
between Cape Traverse and Cape Tormen-
tine, and & short line of railway were con-
structed from Cape Traverse connecting
with the Island railway, and another short
branch constructed to intersect the Inter-
colonial Railway at Sackville, it would
render communication with Charlottetown
speedy and safe—a passage of not more
than four hours.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT— What would be
the railway distance from Cape Tormen-
tine to intersect with the Intercolonial
Railway? '

Ien. Mr. Haviland,
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Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD said, it would
be thirty-two miles. He would state to
the hon. the Secretary of State that an
instrumental survey had been' made ef
the proposed railway route, levels had
been taken, and it was found that
with the exception of two or three miles,
it was almost a dead level; and the con-
tractor or engineer who surveyed it for
the persons interested in the project had
tendered for the construction of the road-
bed and stations for an extraordinarily
moderate sum, provided the company went
on with the work. The company was
formed, but there was some difficulty in
obtaining rails which prevented the com-
pany for accepting the tender. Under
the circumstances there was no doubt but
what that route would be a favorable one
both winter and summer if it were adopt-
ed, as there would not be half the danger
of loss of life or property that there was
by the present route. He fully concurred
in the views of the mover of this address,
that it was unnecessary to form a com-
mission of enquiry to decide what was
the best route. As one who knew the
locality he would be of opinion that the
route between Capes Tormentine and Tra-
verse wag the only route that was practic-
able. With the aid of the Northern Light,
or even a less expensive steamer with
small boats something similar to those
now used, it would be easy to keep
up regular communication between the
Island and the mainland, as there were
very few days in the winter when mails
could not be passed across the Straits.
The reasons given by the Lon. members
who moved and seconded this address,
seemed to him conclusive that the forma-
tipn of a Committee of Enquiry would
cjuse delay. The satisfactory establish-

ent of regular communication across the
Straits would be a mutual benefit to the
people of New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia as well as Prince Edward Island,
and he trusted that this Government
would adopt that course. It seemed to
him so clear, so palpable, when the whole
circumstances were taken into considera-
tion, that measures should be adopted to
place the mail on the route where nature
intended it should be placed.

Hon. Mr. MACFARLANE said he
was not at all surprised at the confession
of hon. gentlemen that the experiment of
running a winter steamer between Pictou
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and Georgetown had proved to be a fail-
ure. From the knowledge which he had
of the Straits, he felt convinced that no
boat could be constructed with sufficient
power to force her way across the Straits
at all seasons. He was satisfied that the
Great Eastern, even, could not be de-
Pended upon at all times to force a pas-
sage through the ice floe. The Northern
Light had a draught of eighteen feet of
water, and it was well known that there
Were not many harbours on the coast
that would admit a vessel drawing that
much water. At Cape Tormentine, it
was well known, there was a very strong
current, as the Gulf narrowed between
the two Capes. The water was confined
0 a narrow passage, and the heavy ice
that came through there would prevent
any vessel from going across at times.
ven if there was no current, when there
Wag a north-west wind blowing, the cross-
Ing would be impracticable. He had put
is question to Mr. Sewell, when he was
tonstructing the steamer, “ Suppose your
0at to have the power to force her way
across the Strait, you will have to leave a
certain point where her coal supply is, and
On returning you will have to reach it
again. But, with the pressure of the ice
and current, she will be forced out of her
Way, so that when she reaches the shore
She will be twelve or fourteen miles distant
Tom her coaling station.” This had ac-
tually occurred several times in try-
g to cross between Pictou and
Georgetown. He sympathised with the
People of Prince Edward Island.
He believed the Government were bound
! izhthe articles of Confederation to estab-
Isl regular communication between the
mi':d and the mainland, but even if there
c onsc'no such bond, they were bound in all
a ve;enge to uge every exertion and incur
this Y considerable expenditure to test
it ex]I;el'lment thoroughly. He believed
ox een tested fully, at a considerable
cugf’“?‘% and he would look with some
the sty for the amount expended during
. E;St year for this particular service.
Tone aglln:f; 1t was a very large sum of
st tg . :« ad been expended on it from
ang and he thought the explanations
haq the information which his hon. friend
try l?:(li{ed for would show that the coun-
the outlarece?;d bve}'y small returns for
Witten ? is belief was that a Com-
of Enquiry should be appointed.

Hon, Mr, Mocfarlane.
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Such a committee might do a great deal
of good. His own experience of the
Georgetown route was that on the Prince
Edward side, the vessel had not
experienced any difficulty ; the difficulty
had always been met with on the Nova -
Scotia side. The reason was that when
they got down towards Georgetown, there
was a large open bay into which the ice
was pushed to such an extent that it made
a continuous jam through which no vessel
could force its way. Ship-masters and
others who professed to know this locality
better than he did, had told him that
further west of that, the ice was con-
stantly moving, and by avoiding this large
bay, less difficulty would be experienced.
He thought it quite possible that a Com-
mtttee of Enquiry would elicit evidence
of practical men, who could show that a
much better port could be selected in
Nova Scotia for this service than Pictou.
If, however, hon. gentlemen from Prince
Edward Island considered that the route
between Cape Tormentine and Cape Tra-
verse was the best, it would be advisable to
test it; not by inducing the Government
to undertake large and expensive works,
but by putting the steamer on that course
and testing the question as to whether she
could cross there or not. His opinion
was it would be a failure from two
causes : one was that the ice floe was
two miles from the land—a mile on either
sidee. How were they to reach her in
order to supply her with coal? There
would be no means for doing so as there
was no dack and no place by which she
could have access to the coal. Until
some means was found to place fuel on
the vessel, she would be helpless. If,
however, the Northern Light could be
placed at that point, the practicability of
the route could be tested without a large
expenditure for wharves, breakwaters and
other works, and satisfy the people of
Prince Edward Island, that ought to be
done. His opinion was, however, that a
Committee of Enquiry would elicit the fact
that at some other point a more favorable
route than that between Georgetown and
Pictou could be found, where there would
be less danger from ice jams. It was well
known that there were several harbors
lying between Cape Tormentine and
Pictou where ice jams did not occur, and
this fact could be established by an
investigation by a Committee of Enquiry,
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if the Government would enly adopt that
course.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE said he had
endeavored to explain that one of the
advantages of placing the Northern Light
at Cape Tormentine was, it would not be
subjected to the pressure of the ice, and it
would thus be saved from wear and tear
of that kind.

Hon, Mr. WARK said he had lived
for forty years within sight of Prince
Edward Island, and anyone who was
acquainted, as he was, with the perils and

- fatigues which not only hon. members of
this Senate, but the people in general were
subjected to in crossing over to the main-
land, must sympathise with them. He
did not know that a Commission of Enquiry
could elicit much more information than
they now had, because there were so few
people who had any expericnce in those
Straits, except those who were obliged
to cross them in ice-boats, that he feared
very little would be gained by it. His
experience led him to the conclusion that
the flood tide swept around both ends of
the Island, and the ebb tide in the same
way. The hon. gentleman who had
addressed the House last, had spoken of
the current carrying the ice with great
rapidity up and down the Straits. There
was no doubt such was the case, and a
vessel would be carried very far out of
her course, from where she proposed land-
ing. However, as the tide ran in from
both ends of the Island, there would be a
time found when, if there was no wind,
there would be very little current, and
this state of the tide should be looked for,
in order to make the passage. The diffi-
culty with the ice floe would be how to
secure the boat during the hours she was
unemployed. A breakwater was spoken
of, to be constructed before the bord ice
formed, and when the bord ice was formed,
a mile or so on each side of the Strait,
the vessel would make her passage each
way in an hour, or an hour and a half ;
that is, she would spend only three
or four hours in making her return trip,
and where would she be secured during
the remaining twenty hours she would be
unemployed } That was one of the most
sgrious questions to be considered, and be-
fore anything else was settled on, it ought
to be tested by actual experiment. The
hoat might be employed there for two or
three weeks as an experiment.

Hon. Mr. Magfarlane,
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Hon. Mr. HAVILAND—An artificial
harbor could be cut for her in the bord.
ice.
Hon. Mr. WARK—That would freeze
up.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—The papers asked
for will be brought down. We hoped last
Session from the experience we had, that.
the experiment of winter communication
with Prince Edward Island had been suc-
cessfully solved,and I am sorry to hear that
the Northern Light hasnot been as successful
as we anticipated. TLast year from the
time she commenced work to the end of
the season she made thirty-eight round
trips between the eighth of January and
the first of April. It was apparent at
first that between Pictou and George-
town was the most convenient point to
cross at, because there was railway com-
munication already established. This
year she has not altogether been a failure
because between the nineteenth of De-
cember, and the ninth of February she
has made twenty round trips It was
very unfortunate that just at the begin-
ning of this month, when hon. gentlemen
were on their way to this House, she got
into an ice floe and was unable to extricate
herself. Of course the same accident is
liable to overtake any boat navigating in
such waters. I have Listened with much
interest to hon. members from Prince
Edward Island whose observations on this
subject are calculated to give us very
valuable experience.  Still, it is doubtful,
from the observations made by one or two
hon. gentlemen who spoke in the latter
part of the debate, that it is absolutely
certain, even it the route between the two
Capes were ‘selected, we should make the
experiment a thorough success. There
seem to be very grave doubts on that
point.  Of course, if that route were
adopted, it would be necessary to reach
those two points by railway, which would
involve a very considerable expenditure
of money. I learn, in reply to an en-
quiry which I made while hon. gentle-
men were speaking, that it would involve
the construction of forty-two miles of rail-
way, twelve miles on one side, and thirty
on the other. It would also involve the
construction of a breakwater at a dis-
tance of a mile from the shore, which
would be a very serious undertaking, and
then it is considered by some hon. gentle-
! men it might not be a success. I shall
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have great pleasure in directing the
attention of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries to the remarks of the
on. gentleman who introduced this mo-
tion, and to those of other hon. gentle-
len who gave utterance to the practical
Opinions they have expressed. I am un-
able to say how far the Government
Wwould be justified in trying the experi-
ent of crossing the steamer between the
two Capes. Whether it would be feasible or
not T am unable to say, but some gentle-
en with whom I conversed on the sub-
Ject said it might be a success, though they
Were not prepared to say that success
Would be assured. The cost last year of
Yepairing the Northern Light was $18,000.
t would appear that the vessel, in the
first instanco, was selected as being the very
best model of a boat that conld be made for
this special service,and I think the design
Wag submitted to a number of gentlemen
Who represent Prince Edward Island, be-
Ore it was accepted. Certainly, I had
the opinion of several of them before the
Overnment committed themselves to the
€xpenditure entailed in the building of
that boat.
. Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE said, prac-
teally, the Northern Light had solved the
culty about where she should lie in
© ice every night. She was simply
L into an ice floe, and there she re-
Mained fixed until morning.  But, in the
rd jce, she would have a permanent
erth cut, where she could lie securely,
30d he presumed she could be provided
With coal between the Capes in the same
778y a3 she had been provided with it be-
tween Georgetown and Pictou—by means
of horses and sleighs—so0 that she could
no:o Wworse off there than where she is

The otion was agreed to.
MINISTERIAL CHANGES.

Hon. Mr. 8COTT—Before the House
Journg, a5 Y believe it is usual for the
OVernment to make explanations of the
Anges in the Cabinet since the previous
an lon, I wish to give the formal
o flw}mcf_ament usually made on occasions

this kind.  Hon, Mr, Cauchon having

D offered the Lieut.-Governorship of
. &n}toba, and ving ‘accepted  the
Ppointment, the vacant portfolio was

offered to Mr, Laurier, who accepted it,
Hon. Mr. Scott,

C
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and is now Minister of the Department of
Inland Revenue. Subsequently the
Minister of Militia, having entertained
doubts as te whether he had not inad-
vertently violated the Independence of
Parliament Act, and forfeited his seat,
resigned his seat in the House of
Commons and appealed to his constituents.
I regret to say that he was defeated. He
then immediately resigned his portfolio as
Minister of Militia, and it was offered to
Mr. Jones who accepted it. The other
change was the retirement of Mr. Blake
from the Cabinet. It was very welk
known that during the latter part of last.
Session his health gave way and he was
unable to give that attention to the
duties of his office which was necessary to
their fulfilment. It was hoped that his
withdrawal from the office and duties of
Minister of Justice, and his acceptance of
an office of minor importance—I’resident
of the Council—would have enabled him
to remain a member of the Government.
Although he was away during a consider-
able portion of the summer seeking relax-
ation and renewal of his vigor, he felt
it was necessary at last to consult with his
medical adviser, who advised him to with-
draw from all the excitement incidental
to the position of a Cabinet Minister. Mr.
Blake, therefore, sent in hisresignation very
many months before it was accepted. It.
had been hoped that by his withdrawal
from the labors of office, and his retire-
ment for a time, he would have recovered
his health. Iregret to say that was not
the case, and his resignation was conse-
quently accepted. Mr. Blake left the Cab-
inet from no difference of opinion with
his colleagues. He was entirely in accord
with them on all matters of public policy,
and he resigned for the one cause alone—
a cause which 1 am sure this Houseregrets,
as the whole country regrets—that is,
from his health having unfitted him to
continue in his position as a Cabinet
Minister.
The House adjourned at 4.40 p. m.

THE SENATE.
Tuesday, February 19th,
The SPEAKER took the chair at three

o'clock.
After Routine proceedings,
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BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were read the first
time.

Hon. Mr. PENNY—To dissolve the
marriage of George F. Johnstone, of the
City of Montreal, with his wife, Charlotte
Elsie McArthur.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—To incorporate
the Fishwick’s Express and Forwarding
Company.

Hon. Mr. McMASTER—To incorpo-
rate the Regular Baptist Foreign Mission
Society of Ontario and Quebec.

The House adjourned at 3:35 p.m.

THE SENATE,
Wednesday, Feb. 20th.

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o'clock.

After Routine proceedings.
BILL INTRODUCED.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS introduced a Bill
entitled, “ An Act {for the Relief of Hugh
Hunter.”

The Bill was read the first time.

" THZ DAWSON ROAD.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD enquired if the
Government has any determined policy in
reference to the Dawson Road; and
whether it is to be maintained as a public
work of the Dominion, and kept open for
traffic and communication? He said :—
I look at the Dawsen Road as one of the
greatest enterprises of the day.  As soon
as it was decided that the North-West
should become a part of the Dominion,
the first thing to be done was, naturally,
to open up communication with that new
territory. It was in the interest of the
whole Dominion that the Eastern Pro-
vinces should find a larger field for their
population. The people of Quebec wished
to continue the work which had been
commenced long years before by La Corne
and many other pioneers of the great
‘North-West, while the Maritime Pro-
vinces were interested in seeing the trade
with the rich prairies of the West estab-

Hon, Mr, Penny,
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lished and developed. It seems to me,
although there were many difficulties to be
overcome, nothing was spared, until the
last three years, to keep the Dawson Road
in a passable condition. It was under-
stood that this was the only highway by
which passengers and freight could be con-
veyed through own territory to the North-
West. We found the benefit of having
that road in 1870, when the Dominion
was obliged to send a  military force to
Manitoba to put an end to the trouble
which had existed there for some time;
and again, in 1871, when an additional
force was sent through to resist the an-
ticipated Fenian invasion. I ask hon.
gentlemen if it is not possible that such
contingencies may occur in the future,
and what the consequence would be if—
ag I btelieve the Government intend—
that road is to be abandoned 7 I know
the interest which is felt by the people of
Canada in our great North-West, and
that their best wishes accompany those
who are settling it, but what would be the
position of that isolated population if cir-
cumstances should render it necessary to
send troops and supplies to protect them
if we had no road through our own ter-
ritory ¢ It would be like a father whose
house was on fire witnessing his children
perishing in the flames while he was
powerless to save them. We would have
your sympathy, but that would not relieve
us from our troubles. I have not heard
what the policy of tane Government is
with respect to that road. I know im-
mense sums were expended to build and
maintain it, until about two years ago,
since which time nothing has been done
to keep it in proper condition. Last sum-
mer advertisements were published offer-
ing to sell all the sheds and depots built on
the route for the shelter of passengers and
goods. From that fact, I conclude that
the policy of the Government is to ab-.n-
don that great artery~—the only road by
which it is possible to pass, through our
own territory, from the Eastern Province
to the North-West. I know the Dawson
Route is not very convenient, but still it is
possible to travel by it, and something
should he done towards keeping it open.
As soon as it was closed, our friends in
the United States profited by the mono-
poly which it gave them of transporting
freight and passengers to Manitoba. The
question has often been asked—what is
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the cause of the depression which prevails
In Canada? In my opinion it is this—
while the Americans give us as few ad-
Vantages as they can, we give them every
facility to profit by our heavy expenditures
on public works. I have remarked that a
great part of the outlay in the North-
West, up to the present time, has been
Inore profitable to the United States than
to the Dominion, I would respectfully
ask the Government whether the Dawson
Road is a Dominion or a Provincial
work? If the latter, then Manitoba will
ave to provide the means necessary to
keep it in repair, and the repairs are very
lmportant. Last summer, the communi-
Cation was interrupted by frequent rains
and the disrepair into which the road had
fallen. T had to pass over it myself, and
I thought it would be impossible to get
through, It was from bad to worse all
the way — from Charybdis Into Scylla,
The road is in this dilapidated condition
€cause we do not know whether it is the
duty of Manitoba or of the Dominion to
eep it in repair. The Dominion, having
arge means at its disposal, should not
Orce a poor Province like Manitoba to
ke‘}P up such a costly work, and, as it was
uilt by them, I do not see how they can
Shelter themselves behind the plea that it
18 a local voad. With these few remarks,
. Walt respectfully to hear the explana-
tions of the Government.
ter some remarks from Hon. Mr.
CAMPBELL,
th Hon. Mr. SCOTT said :—The view of
© Government is this—as the railway
rom Lake S . . S
va <e Superior te the crossing at Su-
e River will be completed at a com-
Earatmg]y early date, up to that point, at
events, the Dawson Route will not be
».80d will more properly fall to the

Pro . ]
Savanes i which it is situated. From
de Mille Lel'e 18 navigation through Lac

acs, and thence, over certain
POrtag(?s and water communication, down
doubt ‘tl)ley Lake, That section will, no
» be kept Open, and the necessary im-

o ments will be made upon it, until
Ratg;p Spoken of—~184 miles—between
com lzed ¢ and English River has been
sidep ou The railway, on the western
t’§°1ng east from the Red River to
of the o 2% Where it intersects the Lake
an e Woods, will algo be completed at
kea-rly date, and the road up to the

© of the Woods, on the west side, will
Hon. My, Girard,
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naturally fall to the local authorities—
that part in Manitoba will naturally be
handed over to the Government of the
Province. It would not be desirable for
the Government to keep it open, when
we will so soon have railway communica-
tion to the Lake of the Woods.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Certainly not.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—1I cannot say the
length of that part ofthe Dawson Road be-
tween PortSavanne and Rainy Lake, or the
improvements that would be necessary to
put it in good condition, but there neces-
sarily would be a gap between Savanne
River and Rainy Lake, that ought to be
kept open, and no doubt will be kept open
in some suitable manner until the railway
from English River to Rat Portage is
completed. The present contract covers
beyond Savanne up to English River;
but that distance would not be available
in the water communication, or until the
184 miles spoken of had also been com-
pleted.

Hon. Mr. ATKINS—Is it the intention
to go on from Savanne to English River—
40 miles— until the railway is completed.

Hon. Mr. SCQTT—Intimation has been
given by the Government to the con-
tractor, under the clause which is inserted
in all contracts, that work is not to be
proceeded with hastily on that portion of
the road— that the Government were not
desirous that portion should be pressed.
The part which could be made available
was up to Savanne River.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—If the rail-
way communication is open from Lake
Superior , to Savanne River, and the
Dawson Route is kept open to the North-
west Angleuntil therailway is perfect; that
would be a scheme which, I think, would
be a conplete one, and would necessarily
provide, also, a route from the North-west
Angle to Winnipeg. But I fancy that the
road from the Lake of the Woods must also-
be kept in order, because the railway from
Rat Portage westerly will not be com-
pleted, I understand, for three or four
years : therefore, uniess the Dawson Road
is kept open on that section, it would be
useless to make improvements in an
other part of it. You must make the
communication complete, or not at all.
One advantage is, that the route, though
imperfect, will be through our own coun-
try all the way from Thunder Bay to.

| Winnipeg. .
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Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I do not desire the
House to understand that the portion of
the Dawson Road, west ‘of the Lake of
the Woods, should be kept up. My own
impression is—but I speak subject to cor-
rection, because I have not the dates in
my mind—that the railway from Red
River to Rat Portage will be finished
gooner than the time spoken of—two or
three years. If I am right in that con-
clusion, then the Government would not Le
justified in spending any eonsiderable sum
on the portion ol the Dawson Road be-
tween Winnipeg and the North-west Angle.
A very small fraction indeed of the travel
and traffic, between Winnipeg and the
Eastern Provinces, would come by that
way — nearly all of it is through the
United States. It is also to be considered
that the gap between our boundary and
the American line of communication is to
be completed by August next. It has
been intimated to the Government, on
what has been considered substantial au-
thority, that a reliable company has been
organized to complete the link between
Pembina and the North Pacific, and it
was intended, as hon. gentlemen may have
seen by the advertisements callirg for
tenders, to have railway commun:cation
from Winnipeg to Duluth open by August
next. It would, therefore, be unwise to
make any considerable expenditure on a
road which must after a short time become
local or provincial in its character. What-
ever vulue may be attached to it, the road
will cheerfully be given to Manitoba, and
they can make any improvements they
please upon it ; but with the experience
we have had for the last three years, and
the evident desire of the country to secure
more convenient and speedy access to
Manitoba, the Government would not be
justified in expending muoh more money
upon the Dawson Route.

Hon. Mr. ATKINS—I am pleased to
hear that there is such a near prospect of
having access by rail to Winnipeg, even
if American railways have to be used. I
have, however, no hesitation in saying
that the cowrse pursued by the Govern-
ment in opening up a highway to the
North-West is not in the interest of this
-country. My hon. friend, who passed
over the Dawson Route the past season,
will join with me in the belief that the gap
left between English Riverand Rat Port-
age, only to be got over by these portages

Hon, Mr, Campbell,
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and water stretches, will never establish a
successful line of communication into, or
out of, Manitoba.  No freight or passen-
gers will ever go over that road. So, I
think, the conclusion arrived at by my
hon. friend from Cataraqui (Hon. Mr.
Campbell) is wise—that 1t is not advis-
able to spend much money on this Daw-
son Road. Then comes in the difficulty
of spending such a large sum of money
on the Fort Francis works. They are not
completed, and will not be finished this
year, and may not be next; 1 think the
expenditure is quite unwarranted and use-
less. Looking over a leading journal last
evening, I came to the conclusion that the
Government had changed their policy on
this point, and that we were to have an
all-rail route from Thunder Bay to Win-
nipeg. The Globe, which is a good autho-
rity on governmental questions, says, in
combating an article which appeared in
the St. Paul Pioneer Press:— “That a
continuous line of railway from Lake Su-
perior to Red River will be open at no
distant day.” From this, I thought I
was justified in coming to the conclusion
that the Government had abandoned their
old policy of partrail part-water, with
sundry pdrtages thrown in, as also the
stoppage of any further expenditure on
the Fort Francis Locks. From the Secre-
tary of State we, however, learn that there
is no change of policy, which the friends
of the Government must, I am sure, re-

gret.
INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY HEADQUARTERS.

Hon. Mr. POWER moved :—¢ That
an humble address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor-General, praying
that he will be pleased to lay before this
House, copies of all Orders in Council,
reports, recommendations, and correspond-
ence, and any other information in the
possession of the Government relative to
the fixing of the headquarters of the Inter-
colonial Railway at Moncton.” This is a
matter about which one would suppose
there would be very little doubt, but there
is, apparently, a good deal of doubt on the
subject, and it is simply with the object of
removing the doubt that I make this mo-
tion. I do not propose to introduce poli-*
tical questions into what I have to say,
except just as little as possible. The im-
pression on my mind previous to the late
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election in the County of Halifax, with
reference to this matter, was as follows :
—1I was under the impression that in the
JYear 1870 (my authority for it was the
gentleman who represents the County of
Cumberland in the Commons, in a speech
which he made at Halifax some two or
three years ago) it was decided on the re-
commendation of the Intercolonial Rail-
Wway Commissioners to remove the head-
quarters of the Intercolonial from Hali-
fax to Moncton. Perhaps that may not
be the fairest way of putting it. Up to
that time the headquarters of the Govern-
ment railways of Nova Scotia had been
situated at Halifax—the principal work-
shops, and the oflice of the Traffic Super-
ntendent and other offices of that kind
Wwere in the city of Halifax. In 1872, 1
think it was, the railway was completed
from Halifax to St. John, and, unless I
am mistaken, it was in the year 1873 that
the offices—what are called the head of-
fices of the Intercolonial Railway-—and
the principal workshops for the whole
Toad were located at Moncton. The locat-
Ing of the principal workshops of the rail-
Way and the principal business offices at
oncton are the things that were gene-
Tally meant by the people of Nova
cotia when they complained that
the workshops and offices had been moved
to Moncton. 1If it has been stated, it was
Stated incorrectly, that the workshops were
Temoved from Halifax, because the old
Workshops which existed in Halifax before
the change that I have just spoken of
Temain there still, and are used as repair-
g workshops in which a number of en-
gnes have been repaired, and other work
.3::9: from 1872 or '73 up to the present
Wheet,h Just as before. I don’t know
al tODe:}I; Wy impression about the thing is
pu bo er correct or not, and it is for the
-asl:pdse of ascertaining that fact I have
ed for the information mentioned in

® resolution, There is a good deal of
Imsa*I’Pl‘ﬂl.t’:nsion on the subject. For ins-
inl:;ieé %lll'lng the recent election campaign
menty Iﬁl;EZy tc))f Halifax, there were stape-
8ides in that y gentlemen on opposite
in divest b::(liljzes}; which were almost
WD i contradiction of each other. My
10 inty pression 1s, that there was perhaps
pe ntional misrepresentation, but the
atr:];ms who made the statements looked
POint: m‘}lt‘flel‘ from two different stand-
. ose who said the workshops

Hon, My, Power,
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had been removed by the late Government,
probably meant what I have said : That
the headquarters of the Intercolonial
Railway had been fixed at Moncton; and
the gentlemen who said that the works
had not been removed by the late Govern-
ment probably meant that the workshops
were continued in use at Halifax for the
purposes of repairing. Omne gentleman
who seem to be under the impression that
the present Gevernment had made the
change was the bon. gentleman from Lon-
donderry who ought to be in a position to
know the exact facts of the matter, and
my impression is that at the time the
change was recommended that hon. gentle-
man was a member of the Intercolonial
Railway Comnmission. I have nothing
more to say on this matter, except that I
make this motion simply in order that we
may get a correct statement about a mat-
ter on which there ought to be no doubt.
The history of events that happened long
ago must be very hard to get at when
such contradictory statements are made
concerning a transaction that occurred only
within the last three or four years.

Hon.Mr. HA VILANDsaid he thought
it would be a very bad precedent if this
Chamber, which was supposed to be free
from vielent political partizanship, should
be selected as a tribunal to settle questions
that might arise between rival political
parties during the heat of an election,
whether for the Dominion House of Com-
mons or a Provincial Assembly. It might
do very well for a question of this kind
to arisein the House of Commons, but
he thought the Senate was no tribunal
to give decisions upon such matters.

Hon. Mr. McLELAN —The hon.
mover of this resolution has reference to
me in this matter, and though I agree
with the last speaker, that this Senate is
hardly theplace to bring election questions
for decision, I may be pardoned for mak-
ing a few observations. The hon. gentle-
man from Halifax states that I took part
in the discussion on the removal of work-
shops during the late election there. Refer-
ence having been made tome in the public
prints, I was called upon in a short letter
to give certain facts bearing on a particular
point. The question there seemed to be,
which Government had removed the work-
shops ? The result of the discussion
appeared to be that the party charging the
late Government with having removed
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them, proved by their own evidence that
there has actually been no removal. The
gentlemen supporting the present Govern-
ment published a letter from the foreman,
Mr. Appleton, who stated that they had
as many engines to repair as they ever
had. It appears from this that the work-
shops cannot have been removed from
Halifax. The hon. gentleman seems to
have directed his enquiry to the recom-
mendation for the removal of the head-
quarters to Moncton, and to who gave
that recommendation. The Commissioners,
looking at the position of the road, and its
various branches, considered it import-
ant to have the principal works
central to the greatest number of miles
of road. North of Moncton there
were 374 miles of railway ; west of Mone-
ton, to St. John, 89 miles, and east, to
Point Duchene, and south, to Truro, 127
miles, making Moncton central to 590
miles. Therefore, they concluded that in
that centre there should be some arrange-
ment made for the construction and repairs
of the rolling stock for that 590 miles of
road. This left the sections from Pictou
to Truro, 52 miles, Truro to Halifax, 61
miles, and the Windsor Branch, 45 miles,
or 158 miles more, that would form an-
other division which would naturally fall
to the works then at Halifax. The Com-
missioners gave a recommendation for the
construction of workshops and offices at
Moncton ; this recommendation was sanc-
tioned by the Government, and workshops
were erected there. The charge was made
by the friends of the present Government,
that the Commissioners had recommended
the removal of the workshops that had
been in existence at Halifax ever since
any portion of the Halifax road was
opened. The result, I think, has proved
that even if that recommendation was ever
given by the late Commissioners, it had
never been acted upon by the Govern-
ment, for up to the time of the change of
Administration, it was shown by letters
from Mr. George Taylor, who was then
superintendent, and from Mr. Johnson,
who was mechanical foreman of the work-
shops, that no toels or machinery had
been removed, and that there was more
work being then done at the Richmond
workshops than had ever been done at
any time previous. In confirmation of
this, I may add Montgomery & Co., of
Halifax, had contracted to build a number
Hon. Mr, McLelan.
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of locomotives for the Intercolonial, but
getting into financial difficulties when
they had only completed one or two, the:
balance were given to the Richmond
shops to construct. This transfer I per-
sonnally attended to, and know that it
made quite an addition to the work,
If the hon. gentleman (Mr. Power) would
refer to the report of Mr. Brydges, made
after the change of Government took
place, on the 20th of June, 1874, he will
find that Mr. Brydges, under an Order in
Council of the 12th of May, 1874, was ap-
pointed as a Commissioner to examine
the Intercolonial Railway and its work-
ings. Mr. Brydges, on the 20th of June,
reported upon the whole road, and upon
the Mechanical Department among others.
He will find that at that time there were
very nearly as many men employed in the:
workshops in the city of Halifax as at the-
workshops in Moncton. He will find in
Mr. Brydges' report, page 44, that he
says the total number of men employed in
the Mechanical Department was, at Monc-
ton, 198 ; and at Richmond, 180 ; so that
on the 20th of June, 1874, seven months
after the change of Government, there
were within 18 of being as many hands
employed at Richmond as there were at
Moncton. It will thus be seen that the
charge which has been brought against
the late Government of having removed
the workshops from Richmond, does not
hold good, if Mr. Brydges’ report be cor-
rect. I need not weary the House by go-
ing into this matter, as we have the par-
ticulars before us, but in the same report
the hon. gentleman will find that Mr,
Brydges recommends that the workshops.
should be removed from Richmond, be-
cause he found the rate of wages to be
less at Moncton than it was at Richmond.
He makes the rate of wages the main con-
sideration for the removal. How far that.
report has been acted upon, 1 am
unable to say, but in the supplementary
report he states that his recommendations
were approved by the Government, and,
instructed by the Minister of Public
Works, he went down to Halifax and dis-
missed the mechanical superintendent,
Mr. Johnson, and a number of others from
the Richmond workshops.. But I find
that he has not been able to carry out his
recommendation in full, of removing the
whole of the workshops from Richmond,
but he has probably kept them from being;
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enlarged to meet the natural increase of
the work, There are now some eight
workshops along the line. There is one
at Riviere du Loup, one at St. Flavie,
one at Campbelltown, one at Miramichi,
one at Truro, one at Pictou Landing, and
one at Richmond, so that it will be found
that the workshops have not really been
removed from Richmond ; that there are
workshops there and at all the points I
have named. But what is probably cor-
rect is, that sinee this report of M.
Brydges, in June, 1874—after the change
of Government—the whorkshops at Hali-
fax have been curtailed. He states in the
report that the ground is not favorable for
enlargement ; and I have no doubt but
that the difference in the number of men
now employed at Richmond and Moncton
18 more than in June, 1874. That differ-
ence, hon. gentlemen will see on page 44
of the report, was only 18, so that if there
has been any curtailment of the workshops
at Richmond, it has been since then, and
I hope the hon. gentleman will get such
Teports as will set the matter at rest.
Hon. Mr. DICKEY said he rose not
for the purpose of discussing this motion,
but of protesting against this House being
Used as an arena for such discussions as
the present one. The hon. gentleman
Who made this motion had made it ex-
Pressly, and in terms, for the purpose of
Temoving certain doubts in his own mind,
1n conseguence of contradictory statements
ade in the recent electoral campaign in
U8 own county. Was it wise that the
time of this House should be taken up in
astening a charge upon an hon. gentle-
an who took a prominent part in the
%mpaign who was not a member of this
. Ouse, but whose statement could be
Whilinged if necessary in the House of
the(;l he wags a member. He thought
his o on. gentleman would best consult
tion “?1 dignity by withdrawing this mo-
on alter the satisfactory statement of the
Xot ~k:19mber for Londonderry. He did
W Ow what comse the Government
ould take upon this motion, but he would
Protest against this House being used to
Settle election squabbles that had originat-
ﬁn a campaign in Nova Scotia.
2 on. Mr. SCOTT said there could be
t Possible Ob)ecthn to the motion going.
Was a very ordinary one, asking for
Papers to be brought down, He was sorry
to say that he had not caught all the ex-
Hon. Mr. McLelan.
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pressions made use of by the hon. the
mover, and he could not say how far this
might reflect on the position of any hon.
gentleman in the other Chamber. He
thought it would be very unfortunate that
any statement should be made that would
reflect on any gentleman in the other
House. As the motion simply asked for
information he would let it go, and the
papers would be brought down.

Hon. Mr. POWER said he had studi-
ously avoided saying that any hon. gen-
tleman had stated what was not true. He
had said that there was a good deal of
doubt and misapprehension on the subject,
and he was anxious the doubt should be
removed as far as he was concerned him-
self, and as far as other interested persons
were concerned, and he was sure that
there was nothing improper in that. The
hon. gentleman from Prince Edward Is-
land (Hon. Mr. Haviland) had objected
to anything of a partizan nature being in-
troduced here ; but a great many resolu-
tions adopted in this House were of that
charaoter. He had only made this motion
to elicit information which he thought
any member of this House was entitled to,
when it was in the hands of the Govern-
ment to give it. He had said nothing
whatever against the selection of Monc-
ton as the headquarters of the railway ;
that was a matter about which he, as
everyone else, had his own opinion.
He thought it would have been very much
better to have left the headquarters at
Halifax, but that was a matter not now
under consideration. The hon. gentleman.
from Londonderry had called attention to
the report of Mr. Brydges. He (Hon.
Mr. Power) had seen it quoted in a letter
of the hon. gentleman to the Halifax
Herald, and he did not think there was
much importance to be attached to it,
because it was not carried into effect. The
letter of the superintendent at Richmond
showed that there was as much work being
done there now as at any other time, and,
as he had just said, if Mr, Brydges did
report in favor of the removal, his recom-
mendation had never been carried out.
He presumed the reason why the dispro-
portion between the number of men
employed at Richmond and at Moncton is
greater now than at the time the hon.
gentleman from Lendonderry had spoken
of, was that in 1874 the road had not been
completed, and the work was being done,
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at that time, only from Moncton to Hali-
fax, and from Moncton to St. John. Since
then the road had been opened north, and
there were more hands required. .

Hon. Mr. McLELAN, said there were
shops north of that now.

Motion agreed to.

The House adjourned at 4.20 p. m.

THE SENATE.
Thursday, Feb. 21st,

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o'clock.

After Routine proceedings.

AN ADJOURNMENT.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE moved—*that
when this House adjourns on Wednesday,
the twenty-seventh instant, it do "stand
adjourned until Thursday, the seventh of
March, proximo, at Eight o’clock in the
evening.” He said—1I hope no eobjection
will be made to the motion that I now
submit to the House. I know that last
Session objections were raised to a motion
similar to this, yet I noticed that when
we resumed our sittings after the recess,
for a long time we met every afternoon
and sat only for fifteen or twenty minutes
at a time, waiting for legislation to come
up from the other House. It is known to
us all that of late the other House has
been adjourning every afternoon at six,
and there cannot possibly be any bills
from that body before two or three weeks
yet. Moreover, there is very little on our
own order paper—nothing that we could
not do in a few hours after we re-assemble
after the recess. Under these circums-
tances, there can be no reasonable objec-
tion to the adjournment I propose. I
know there is an objection. It comes
from gentlemen who cannot reach their
homes during the time the proposed recess
would last, and I beleive that is the most
serious difficulty. I would remind them
that whether we have a recess or not, they
would have to stay here, We all know
that the adjoarnment I propose would not
delay the work of the Segssion. During
the recess proposed, there are three days
on which we would not meet under any

Hon. Mr. Power:
13
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circumstances, and the adjournment would
affect only five regular sitting days. I
hope the motion will not be opposed.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT--1 am sorry
indeed that I cannot support this motion,
I assure my hon. friend it is not because
I would be unable to reach my home
during the recess. I am sure such a motive
would not actuate any hon. gentleman
from the Maritime Provinces. We oppose
it because it is a bad system, There is
nothing to prevent hon. gentlemen from
going home if they choose, but I think
they need not go for want of occupation.
Many important questions can be dis-
cussed in this House while we are waiting
for bills to come up from the other Cham-
ber. There is a very important question,
of which the hon. Senator from Montreal
(Mv. Bureau) has given notice—the re-
monitization of silver in the United States
and the effect it may have upon this coun-
try. We all remember the silver nuisance,
and the trouble it caused in this country
some years ago. Such subjects deserve
careful consideration. and there are many
of them which might occupy our time in
this House. If the Senate wants te main-
tain its position in this country, these
long adjournments should not take place.
I am not disposed to act as a dog-in-the-
manger, but I am opposed to a long
adjournment.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE—I coincide
entirely with the views expressed by the
hon. gentleman who has just taken his
seat. This House has been brought
together at a considerable expense to the
public, not to be adjourned, but o work.
I left my home for that purpose, and I am
ready to devote myself to any business
that may be brought before us. It seems
to me a grave reflection on this House to
say that we have nothing to do. Are
there no committees organized, and have
they no duties to perform ? Though we
hear so many reflections cast upon the
conduct of public affairs, are they to pass
without notice in this House ¥ Yet we
hear of hon. gentlemen talking of going
home for eight days on a stretch in the
middle of the Session. If the object were
to bring this House into discredit, no bet-
ter means could be adopted. The hon.
gentleman who spoke last used great
plainness of language, and I endorse what
he said about the inexpediency of adjourn-
ing the Senate for eight days. I was op-
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posed to the adjournment when it was pro-
Posed last year; I am opposed to it now,
and I shall always oppose such a pro-
position.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—what have
the Government to say on this subject

Hon, Mr. SCOTT—The Government
will be guided by the opinion of the
House.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—I think the
hon. gentleman might inform us what
public measures are likely to be submitted
to us.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I doubt if, in the
interim, any important bills are likely to
be brought up from the other House.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT—Have the Gov-
ernment any measures to originate in this
House ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—It is quite possible
that there will be one or two.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—I confess I am
€xceedingly surprised at this motion,
made by my hon. friend, and at the reas-
‘ons he has given for submitting it. As the
‘hon. Senator from Frederickton remarked,
there is nothing to prevent any hon. gen-
tleman from going home if he wishes to.

e-are asked to pass this motion upon
the ground that there is no business to
engage our attention here for the next
two or three weeks, and the Government
81t silent under that, and desire us rather
to lie under the impression there is
none. T confess I am surprised that the
Government, who have the conduct of

usiness in this House in their hands,
Jlave not given us a different reply from
that we have heard from the hon. Sec-
Tetary of State, because that hon. gentle-
™an must know better than any of us the
Sondition of the public business. It is not
°F U8, but for him, to anticipate that from
2 to day public measures of great im-
Pbortance ay come before us. We have
TOW on the paper several important mat-
™S, and others may come up from time
by Igillme' It has been heralded to us that
) 1 of an important character—perhaps
teg ost important that could be submit-
of to this Senate, in its initiatory point
. (;'IeW—wﬂl be laid before this House,
oltlh we have measures coming from the
inc:r Chamber. It would be improper and
tio nsflsten{:, for us to abdicate our func-
ns for eight or ten days. The hon.
Milmber who has made this motion has
» what has been frequently stated
Hon, Mr, Haythorne:
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before, that he supposes the Members
from the Maritime Provinces will oppose
it because they cannot get home. The
hon. gentleman forces us to retort that
this proposition always comes from Mem-
bers of a particular Province. This motion
is unseemly, and if he Wwill consult the
feelings of the House he will withdraw it.

Hon. Gentlemen—No ! No !

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—Well, we shall
havethe views of hon. gentlemen placed on
record, and see whoare the Senators who
declare that this House was obliged to
adjourn because it had nothing to do.

Hon. Mr. PENNY-—I am entirely
indifferent whether the motion passes
or not, but I must say I am aston-
ished at the excessive disposition mani-
fested by some hon. gentlemen to attend
to the public business and to make a
ministerial question of this motion, when
I remember that, during former adminis-
trations, adjournments of this kind were
very common, and none thought the
Ministry were or were not doing their
duty in permitting it.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Undoubtedly
if there is any business to be done we
should stay here and do it; and if the
hon. gentlemen on the Treasury Benches
will give us any idea that there will be
business for us during the next two or
three weeks, I shall oppose the wmotion.
If, however, there is no business to come
up, the question is, apart from any orna-
ment that may be thrown over it, what
is the use of coming here day after day if
we have nothing to do? Do we
accomplish any good by this ceremony of
meeting and adjourning .

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—I have al-
ways been consistent on this question.
I do not think it adds to our dignity to
discuss it here. I have always opposed
it. Last year I yielded on the general
understanding that it would never be
raised again.

Hon. gentlemen—No ! No!

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—Well, I let
it go past last Session on that under-
standing. Thereis work to be done by
the Committees, and I believe there are
measures to be initiated in this House by
the Government. But, apart from that,
it is our business to be here. The public
expect us to be here, and write here, and
come bere expecting to find us at the
Capital during the Session. I know there
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is hardly a mail that comes in but brings
me some important matter requiring my
consideration. There are measures being
discussed in the other House, and we are
here, not merely to consider them in this
Chamber, but to study them carefully
and meditate upon public questions to be
submitted to us. We would be recreant
to our public duties if we permitted this
motion to pass. Those gentlemen who
wish to go home for a few days can do so,
but they should not agk us to pass this
unseemly resolution.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD—I am very
sorry to have to differ from the majority
of members from the Maritime Provinces on
this question. The view I take of it is
this—will the adjournment as proposed
lengthen the Session one hour ?

Hon, Gentlemen—No ! no !

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD—WIill it pre-
vent any discussion of important questions
that may be brought befere the Senate?
‘Will we not have ample time, supposing
this adjournment takes place, to discuss
any important matter which any gentle-
man wishes to submit to the Senate!
I think we will, and under the circum-
stances I must confess I don’t see any
particular objection to the adjournment,
assuming that I am right in the position
I take. In respect to hon. members in-
forming themselves on public questions, I
know I shall have plenty to do, if 1 read
all the blue books thathave been submitted
by the heads of Lhe several departments. 1
know I have not time while sitting in
this House to read and digest those heavy
reports. Hon. gentlemen who cannot
take advantage of the adjournment to re-
turn to their homes, might therefore turn
their attention to the blue books, during
the Recess, and thereby obtain informa-
tion of public affairs and enable them to
benefit the ceuntry.

The House then divided on the motion
which was adopted on the following divi-
sion :—

CONTENTS :

The Hon, Messrs.

Aikins, Hamilton (Inkerman),
Armand, Leonard,

Bellerose, McDonald,

Benson, McMaster,

Botsford, Odell,

Bureau, Paquet,

Campbell, Penny,

Chaffers, Pozer,

Hon, Mr. Kaulbach,
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Chapais, Reesor,
Chinic, Ryan,
Christie (Speaker), Seymour,
Dumouchel, Simpson,
Fabre, Skead,
Ferrier, Stevens,
Glasier, Trudel. —31}
Guevremont,

No~ CoNTENTS :

The Hon. Messrs.
Alexander, McClelan,
Bourinot, McLelan,
Cornwall, Macfarlane,
Dever, Miller,
Dickey, Montgomery,
Dickson, Northup,
Ferguson, Pelletier,
Girard, Power,
Grant, Scott,
Hamilton (Kingston), Sutherland,
Haviland, Vidal,
Haythorne, Wark,
Kaulbach, Wilmot.—27
Lewin,

Hon. Mr. DICKEY gave notice that
he would, on Tuesday next, move to re-
scind the resolution which had just been
carried.

FISHWICK'S EXPRESS COMPANY..
SECOND READING,

Hon. Mr. MILLER moved the second
reading of the Bill to Incorporate the
Fishwick Express and Forwarding Com-
pany.—Carried.

BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.

SECOND READING.

Hon. Mr. McMASTER moved the
second reading of the Bill to Incorporatethe
Baptist Foreign Missionary Socisty. He
said the religious denomination asking for
this Bill had been carrying on missionary
operations in India and elsewhere, for
a longtime. They labored under & disad-
vantage in consequence of not being able
to hold property, and this Bill was for the
purpose of granting them power to do s0,
and for other purposes. It had been
thought by some that there were portions
of the Bill which did not come under the
jurisdiction of this Parliament. If such
were the case, he did not wigh to press ity



Baptist Foreign ~ [FEBRUARY
but without committing of the House to
the principle of the Billhe would ask that it
be read the second time, and sent to the
Committee on Private Bills, where there
were several eminent professional men
who would remedy any defects in the
measure, :

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE said he had
1o objection to this Bill if it might cons-
titutionally be passed by this Parliament;
but from what he saw in the second
clause of it, he believed it was merely of
a local character—very like the Bill which
he (Mr. Bellerose) had brought before this
House two sessions ago. If the mover
thought itadvisable that the Bill should go
to Committee, he would have no objection
%o its being read the second time ona
divigion ; but he did not see the necessity
of that, because it was a useles waste of
time to do so if this House had not the
Jurisdiction to pass such a measure.

Hon, Mr. SCOTT said no doubt there
Were precedents for such legislation in our
Statute Books, and a similar Bill was
Introduced some years ago, but the gen-
eral feeling of late was that it was inad-
Visable to pass such measures in this Par-
lament, While no objection could be
urged to any of them, all having praise-
Worthy objects in view, they should be
‘t"eﬂ«.ted alike. As the hon. gentleman
behing him (Mr. Bellerose) had observed,
the Bill introduced by him two years ago,
I which it was sought to allow a Society

hold land in several Provinces of the

Ominion, with the view to sustain edu-
Cation in connection with their Order,
a3 declared to be of a local character,

“¢ House on that occasion referred the
decis’o the Supreme Court, and the Court
te thed 1t was not a subject that pertained
o ® Federal Parliament. The view
thg l;‘essed. on that occasion was that where
fmm“:}ftloﬂs sought for could be obtained
mon e10(3&3.1 legislatures, it would be
atioxel cf)ﬁlvement that the Act of Incorpor-
thon lf ?lﬂd be granted by them. He
timeg t the Bill might be read the second
on with the understanding that no
of 1t %8s committed to the principle
on - For his own part, he had had no
Oﬁpfﬁ‘tumty to examine it thoroughly, but
that o face of it there was the objection

3t had been pointed out.

%?on. Mr. MILLER did not think the

of § mentioned by the hon. the Secretary

tate was analagous to the Bill under
Hon, My, McMaster,
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consideration. The Bill which had been
referred to the Supreme Court two
sessions ago, was one whereby it wag
sought to incorporate the Christian
Brothers for the purposes of education.
It was referred to the Bupreme Court
who, on the ground that the question of
Education was one altogether within the
jurisdiction of the local legislatures,
decided, rightly or otherwise, that the
Bill should be brought before the local
legislatures.  This Parliament, under the
British North America Act, had no right
to deal with the subject of education, and,
therefore, it was wltra vires for this House
to pass such a Bill as the one asked for
by the Christian Brothers. This measure,
however, was one of an entirely different
character, and he did not see any reason
why it should not go to its second reading
and be entertained by this House. It
was not a local Bill. He could notfancy
any measure of this nature which would
be less local in its objects. It was not a
Bill whose aims and purposes were
peculiar to any Province of the Domin-
ion ; on the contrary, its operations were
to be confined to foreign missions.

Hon. Mr. PENNY It is for purposes
abroad—outside the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said it was a Bill
for the purpose of incorporating a body
whose missions were carried on in foreign
countries. If the Bill were exclusively
for purposes within the Dominion, or
within any Province of the Dominion, he
could understand why it should bg looked
upon as a local measure, but he saw
nothing in it that brought it within that
category. On the contrary, he thought
it was the very reverse. It might be a
question whether the object desired could
not be obtained by an Act of Ircorpora-
tion from any Local Legislature.

Hon. Mr, SCOTT—That is the view I
take of it.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said if there were
no reason in principle, or constitutionally,
why it should not emanate here, he did
not see why this Society should not be
allowed to come here. If it established a
precedent, that precedent would serve for
aM denominations. This House would
deal equally with all religious bodies
coming for acts of this kind. Therefore,
he did not ses how any injustice could
accrue from allowing this Bill to be read
the second time. If he had any idea that
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the Bill should not be entertained by this
Legislature, he would oppose the second
reading, as this was the stage at which a
measure should be opposed, if not
approved by the House. There were
some provisions in the Bill to which
objection might be taken, but as these
were matters of detail, they could be
regulated in Committee.

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL said this question
was a very delicate one, and he thought
the Senate should stick to a well-defined
rule in order to avoid the difficulty which
was now suggested to the House. It
seemed to him that the principle of the
Bill was such as would bring it within the
jurisdiction of the local legislatures, and
Lie saw no better reason to admit this
measure than the one which had been
referred to—the Bill to Incorporate the
Christian Brothers. ~Hon. gentlemen
would readily see that whenever religious
questions presented themselves, they were
very difficult to deal with in this House.
For instance, if the Catholics opposed such
a Bill as this, it would be attributed to
religious feeling. He disclaimed being
influenced by such a consideration him-
self. If such a Bill as this should come
before a local legislature, of which he
was 2 Member, he would raise no objec-
tion to it ; but he could see no difference
between ameasure to incorporate a private
society to carry on the objects of educa-
tion, and one to incorporate a private
company for missionary purposes. He
thought the principle was entirely the
same. The House would recollect that a
Bill was presented at a former Session to
incorporate a company inthe Lower Pro-
vinces, with the object of building ships
to be sold in foreign countries, which was
rejected by the Private Bills Committee.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—It was sent back
by the House, and was afterwards passed.

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL—I think the Bill
did not pass.

Hon Mr. MILLER—1t was sent back
by the House and finally passed.

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL said he thought
not. It seemed to him that all measures
of this kind came within the jurisdiction
of the local legislatures, and he saw great
difficulty in allowing this Bill to pass its
second reading. This House should, once
and for all, adopt arule to avoid such
difficulties, He regretted that he was
obliged to vote against the second reading.

Hon. Mr, Miller,
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He would do so, not on account of the
object of the Bill, but because he thought
this Parliament had nothing to do with
such a measure.

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND could not see
any analogy between the Bill to incor-
porate the Christian Brothers and this
measure. The former was to enable a
Society to establish educational institu-
tions in the various Provinces of the
Dominion. That was in the very teeth,
if he might use the expression, of the Bri-
tish North America Act, which declared
that all matters relating to education
should be dealt with by the legislatures of
the various Provinces of the Dominion. -
The object of the Bill now under conside-
ration was the diffusion of Christian
knowledge, not within Provinces of the
Dominion, but in India and other foreign
countries, and the main object was to
enable them to acquire and hold property
within the Provinces of Ontario and
Quebec. Without this Bill they would
have to go tothe legislatures of Ontario and.
Quebec for the powers asked for by them ;.
whereas this House had the power to give
them what they demanded in all the
Provinces. He believed, therefore, the
Bill should be allowed to pass the second.
reading, and he would vote for it.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL thought the
distinction between this Bill and the one
referred to was well drawn. There was.
another view which should induce the.
House to pass this Bill. It was desirable
in any case of doubt—if both the local
legislatures and the Dominion Parlia-
ment had the power to enact measures of
a certain kind, that the Dominion Parlia-
ment should arrogate to itself. whatever.
power it could. There was no reason
why this House should. pass any self-
denying ordinances, and say they
should not deal with a measure because
it could also be dealt with by the local
legislatures, If this Society were refused
this legislation here they would be obliged
to go to the Ontario Legislature and to
the Legislature of Quebec to obtain the
powers they required—which would un-
doubtedly be inconvenient to them. He
thought, however, there were other ob-
y jections to the Bill which, while they
would not render it necessary for him to
vote against it, should be dealt with. in
Committee. The House would view with
Jjealousy the powers such a society asked
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for to hold [real estate. All countries
had exercised great care in granting such
powers as were asked for in the fifth
clause of this Bill. The Society asked
for power to hold real estate to the value
of $20,000 per annum. Now that was a
very large sum, but in addition to that,
they asked to be allowed to take any
land or real estate by devise to the clear
annual value of $10,000 without
any restriction as to the period
which must elapse between muking
such a will and the death of
the testator, a provision which is constant-
lytound in English Bills. This provision
is regarded with great favor by persons
who have considered the question, and are

anxious to take care that persons in a

" dying state are not induced by weakness

to make devises which, in good health and

with strong powers of mind, they would
not be induced to do. Therefore, he
thought this power should be restricted in
the same manner as in similar Bills in

England, so that no devise should be legal

unless made at so long a period before the

death of the testator as to preclude any

Surmise that he was in a position to be

Influenced in such a manner as he would

hot have been if he had been in good

health. Then in the last clause, the power

Was taken to transfer to this Society any

Property held in- trust for them-—there

Was no limit to the amount. First, power

Was taken to hold property to the annual

Value of $20,000 by purchase or volun-
Ary conveyance. Then, this additional

Power wag taken to hold property that

Wight, at the present time, be held in

trust for the esthte ; it might amount to

any sum—$40,000 or $50,000. He
oPed the Bill would be amended in both
tiooe patticulars, but thought no_objec-

.1°n should be taken to the second read-

08 It would be better to read it the

8econd time apd refer it to a committee,

and he wag persuaded the hon. gentleman
Mr. McMaster) would be disposed to
ke care the Society was limited in

TéSpect to the powers to which he had

Called attention,

. Hon. Mr. McMASTER said there was
: vili':zcesmty daﬁ all for hon. gentlemen
: any delicacy in discussing this 1

Bill . AItho‘{gh he was ardently at%a,ched

this denomination, he should not feel

aggrieved if the Bill wag rejected on prin-
ciple; but as other denominations had
Hon. Mr. Campbell,
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acts of a similar character he thought
there should be no objections raised against
this one. However, if it were sent to the
Private Bills Committee there were several
eminent lawyers there who could bring
their professional knowledge to bear on it
and make it as perfect as possible. If
it was considered contrary to the rules of
this House to legislate on such a Bill he
would not by any means press it.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said the reference of
the hon. gentleman from Kingston (Mr.
Campbell) to the necessary limitations by
way of devise was evidence that this Bill
properly pertained to the local legislatures
inasmuch as the laws relating to mort main
were different in the several Provinces.
The enactments in Ontario having refer-
ence to devises were extremely strict, and
a clause had been settled by the Ontario
Legislature which must be inserted in all
of this character, debarring the society
from receiving gifts in mort main unless
under very strict conditions,

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE asked the hon.
gentleman from Kingston if he did not
believe that the second section of this Bill
gave power to the Society to establish
Christian schools in different parts of the
Dominion ¢

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL said he had no
doubt that the instruction which the
Christian Brothers designated ¢ Christian
Knowledge ” could be taught by this
Society, but the former asked for powers
to disseminate secular knowledge as well,
and certainly that would not be, under
the ordinary acceptation of the term,
¢ Christian Knowledge.” No person would
say that the Christian Brothers were not
disseminating Christian knowledge, but
they wanted also the power to teach secu-
lar education.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE said, that
under this Bill, the missionaries might
open = school, and that school might be
called a Christian School, though in it
might be taught arithmatic, grammar and
every other branch of secular education.
It would be a Christian school, but it
would be a secular school also, and if there
was an objection to the Bill of the Chris-
tian Brothers on that ground there should
be an objection to this Bill also. Although
the terms in which it was stated in this
Bill might be different, the end sought
for would be the same, and this was the.
best proof that the Bill was qne that.



64 Baptist Foreign
ought not to come before this House, but
like the Bill of the Christian Brothers, it
should go to the local legislature.

Hon.” Mr. PENNY said he thought
the hon. member from Kingston had not
quite caught the point raised by the hon,
gentleman behind him (Mr. Bellerose),
That hon. gentleman had asked whether
under the 'second clause of this Bill it
would not be possible for the Association
to open schools in this country. He
(Mr. Penny) thought anybody who read
the second clause would see that it gave
no such power; it had nothing to do
with education or anything else in this
country. There was nothing in the Bill
so far as Canada was concerned, but
power given to the Society to hold
property. He quite agreed with the hon,
gentleman from Kingston as to the im-
propriety of the very wide powers
given in that respect.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD said he rose
for the purpose of objecting to this Bill.
They were year by year increasing their
legislation in matters which,in his opinion,
came within the jurisdiction of the local
Jegislatures. This was a Bill that should
have lLeen passed through the local
legislature, and he, for one, did not
wish to encourage applications to this
House for Acts which could be obtained
through another source. This was the
strongest objection which he had to the
Bill. The decision of the Judges of
the Supreme Court on the Bill of the
Christian Brothers, which had been re-
ferred to in this debate, was short, and
he would read it to show the reasons why
the Judges considered that Bill came
within the purview of the local legis-
lature,

“In pursuance of the order of reference of
your honrable House of the 4th day of April,
1876, we have considered the Bill intituled
‘An Act to incorporate the Brothers of the
Christian Schools in Canada,” and we are of
oEinion that it is a measure which falls within
the class of subjects exclusively allotted to

Provincial Legislatures under section 93 of the
British North America Act.”

Hon. Mr. GTRARD &aid he felt a
great deal of uneasiness about assenting
to the second reading of this Bill, because
in the second reading the principle was
admitted. It seemed to him there was
no difference between this Bill and the
Bill of the Christian Brothers that had
been before this House two or three years

Hon. My, Bellerose.
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ago. If there was any difference it was
in favor of the Bill of the Christian Bro-
thers, who came before this House asking
for an act of incorporation, their objeot
being to disseminate education through-
out the Dominion. The present Bill was
not for the same purpose, though as it
was for a praise-worthy object, it should
be treated with the greatest liberality.
But there was a principle of this House
which they were bound to abide by. This
Bill was merely a local affair, affecting
only two Provinces in the Dominion~—the
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec. If the
Association mentioned in the Bill, the
Baptist Foreign Missionary Society of
Ontario and Quebec, had now a legal ex-
istence, there was nothing else required.
They existed for the spread of religious
principles and education, and could em-
ploy as many persons in that way as they
pleased. If something more was requir-
ed--if they wanted an act of incorpora-
tion to permit them to employ other mis-
sionaries and teachers in other Provinces,
they should go to the local legislatures for
it. Tt seemed to him it would be more
satisfactory to have the Bill submitted to
the Supreme Court for the decision of the
Judges, before it passed a second reading.
If a motion to refer it to the Supreme
Court were made, he wotld support it.

Hon. Mr. McMASTER said the So-
ciety had been under the necessity of
acquiring property in India ; that proper-
ty had to be taken in the name of the
missionaries.  Hon. gentlemen were
aware how uncertain life was in those
countries, and when a missiopary died
with the title of the Society’s lands in-
vested in him, nothing could be done with
it., but it had to remain locked up until
the heirs came of age. It was to meet
Jjust such difficulties as this that the Act
of incorporation was required.

Hon. Mr. ATKINS said he thought
the exception of the hon. Member from
Kingston was very well taken. To avoid
the evil of those societies holding large
amounts of real estate, a clause might be
inserted, the same as the 6th clause of the
Act passed in 1872, for the incorporation
of the Wesleyan Missionary Society, by
which the association might take devises,
but to be subject to provincial laws, The
clause was as follows :—

¢“The said Society shall be capable of taking,
holding, and receiving any real or personal
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estate by virtue of any devise contained in any
last will or testament of any person whatsoever,
but the clear annual value of such real estate
shail not exceed the sum of ten thousand dol-
lars : Provided always that such devise of real
estate shall be subject to the laws respecting
devises of real estate to religious corporations |
which are in force at the time of such devise in |
the Province in which such real estate is |
situate,” {

A clause of that kind would just meet ]
the difficulty, and he had no doubt that |
the hon. gentleman who had charge of the
Bill would be willing to accept an amend- |
ment of that kind.

The Bill was read the second time on
division, and referred to committee.

The IHouse adjourned at 4.40 p.an.

THE SENATE.

Friduy, Feb. 22nd.

. ly service.

The Sreaker took the chair at three
o’clock.

After Routine proceedings.

SENATORIAL APPOINTMENTS,

EXNQUIRY.

Hon. My, CAMPBELL—An Addvess |
Wwas passed by this House last Session, to
Which, apparently, no answer has heen
received from the Imperial Government.

allude to certain rvesolutions passed in
this House relative to the intentions the

fovernment once had to add to the

Mumbers of the Senate. Those resolu-
tions, asserting the opinion of this House,
vere, no doubt, transmitted to the
Tmperia) Government by His Excellency
the Governor-(iene al, and acknowledged
by the Colonjal Oftice.  Whatever the
reply may haye been, it should be sub-
mitted to the House.

Hon. M. §COTT—The answer, in the

i}:alie of a despateh from Lord Cawnarvon,
as

received some time ago by the '
Overnment, and will he brought down
to-morrow.

THE SENATE RFSTAURANT.
MOTION TO APPOINT

‘ Hon. 2p. DICKSON
2 committee consisting
Hon, Mr, Aikins,

A COMMITTEE.

moved that
of  Messis.

!estimates submitted to Parlinment,
| object of my uestion is to ascertain whe-
« ther the Government inteud, as T trust

Cmitted this Session.

i winter port of the Dominion.
| occasion, supported as Iwas by the gene-
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Dickey, Miller, Leonard,  Paquet,

and the mover, be appoiuted  for the
management of the Senate Lestanrant, —
Carried.

THE FORTNIGHTLY MAIL SER-
VICE TO HALIFAX,

ENQUIRY,

Hon. Mr. DICKEY enquired whether
the Govermment intend to provide. by a
grant in the Supplementary lstimates,
for the dropped grant in the Estimates
submitted to Parliament, for o fort-
nightly Steam Service hetween Halifax

and Queenstown for the ensuing year !

About this day a year ago, I felt it my
duty to ask a question in terms almost
identical with this, and upon that ocea-
sion I ventured to enter fully into the
cuestion connected with this fortnight-
I was supported in that by
the unanimous expression of opinion of the
members from Nova Scotia, with the single
exception of the hon. member then late
ly appointed from Halifax. The resnlt

cwag, I am happy to say, that the Govern-
-ment re-considered the matter and restor-

ed the subsidy in the supplementary esti
mates for the curvent year, which grant
they have now again dropped from the

The

they do, to bring down an equivalent suin
in the supplementary estimates to be sub-
Two yeurs ago——in
the Session of 1376—I felt it my duty to
urge upon the House and the Govern-
ment the claims of Halifax as the great
On that

ral concurrence of the Maritime Menrbers,
I ventured to predict that the selection of
that harbor as the winter port of the Do-
minion, after the opening of the Inter-
colonial Railway would acceierate the de-

livery of maily and passengers by some

twelve to twenty-fowr lhours, and neces-
sarily attract a lage quantity of freight
and traflic over the Intercolonial,  "N¢
strong were the representations on tlug
point, that they elicited from the Govern-
ment a promise that on the completion of
the Intercolonial Railway, a fow months
afterwards, they would be prepared with
a policy for the occasion,  That piolnise
5
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they redeemed, and T need hardly appeal | it should now happen that Halifax, per-
to the members of this House, as I could | suaded as it has lately been that this Go-
with confidence, to say whether the anti- | vernment would not only continue the
cipations then expressed lave not been | privileges enjoyed for nearly forty years,
more than realized in the results that | but would make it the winter port of the
have followed the adoption of that policy. | Dominion, not only for mails and passen-
In all this, I desire to take no personal | gers, but by encouragement of traflic over
credit to wyself individually, seeing T was | the Intercolonial, the freight depot for the
simply  discharging a public duty, but I | whole Dominion. It is quite clear, from
think the Senate is entitled to the credit ' the manner in whichh the hon. Senator
of having taken up this question and urg- | from Amherst brought this mattey up—
ed it upon the Government at a time | supported as he was on all occasions by
when the representatives of Halifux did | the members from the Mavitime Provinces
not think 1it to raise their vdices in an- | with the one exception—induced the Go-
other place on the subject. Having gone | vermment to continue the grant last year,
into this matter at length on a former oc- | and it is quite clear that the strong appeals
casion, I do not now propose to descant { made in the Senate as to the importance
upon the position of Halifax and the im- | of this service, has forced itself npon not
portance of this fortnightly service, espe- | only the attention of this House, but upon
cially in relation to the communication | business men everywhere,  Since Halifax
betweon Halifax and Newfoundland, the naturally must become the winter port of
Islund of St. Pierre and the West Indies. | Canada—the wharf of the Dominion—we
But before'I sit down, I would respectfully | should, by all means, encourage and keep
urge upon the Governcient, that they will { up the mail subsidy, especially since
again re-consider the position of this mat- | Halifax is the distributing point for the
ter, that they will not take away from | arrival and departure of mailsbetweenhere,
Halifax o privilege that has  been | and England and Newfoundland, and St.
enjoved by them for nearly forty years, | Pierre and the West Indies. 1 trust that
especially in the summer scuson, and that | the Government, after tlie forcible manner
*they will not deprive the Maritime Pro- | in which the subject has heen brought to
vinces of the bencfits of this important | the notice of the House, and the abundant
service. I hope the Government will | proof of the benefit derived, will not allow
make a favorable response to this appeal ; | the service to be discontinued, unless.the
at the same time, if they can give us the | opinion of the hon. Member for Halifax
assurance that this forthnightly service | should now prevail with the Government
can be continued without a subsidy, I|to the great detriment of the public,

shall be quite satisfied, but, without that, i
1 would :\lgain urge upon them not to let Illon Llh;c ll.\TOl{{'THI"Y,IIE’vIb Ciin only
this subsidy be withdrawn, but see that | ﬁlgtnmgb:n‘t‘i (‘lﬁleridz'l‘lgellllq?:gpgkeit h OIf :::
. oty werv arly v | . ) Y ave s .
e o eetontial o the Tro, | assure the Government it s o matter of
{t;}né;rs 'Of" NO\':’ -Scotki;ii, New Brunswick ‘ grea?impmﬁnnce, not only to t'he Maritime
and Prince Edward Island, is continued, $ P 1'0;'111{3)65,. ut to ;che Dglﬂ}l}l}lon. I have
especially during the summer season, when | 10 401 ti seeing the gilolo this service has
the weekly steamers are withdrawn from | done 1n the past, it will be continued.
Halifax. i Hon. Mr POWER —This is a matter
Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—T am obliged | about which I believe there is no differ-
to my hon. friend from Amherst for the | ence of opinion among the members from

foreible and convincing manner in which | the Maritime Provinces in this House,
he has brought this question, on several | and I should not have thoughtit necessary
occasions, before the Government and this | to say a word on the subject at this time,
House. It was only by seeing the notice | if the hon. Senator from Amherst had not
on the paper that I learaed this grant had } intimated, that last year all the members
been dropped. I cannot believe it is the | from the Maritime Provinces, except my-
intention of the Government to drop the ’ self, had endorsed this action. I am
subsidy, unless they ave assured that the | sorry that the hon. gentleman should
service will be performed without the |have made that exception, Decause I
grant (which I do not believe); or unless | endorsed Lis action as cordially and
Hon, Mr, Dickey.
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Leartily as any other Member of the
House at that time, but, unfortunately,
“beiug rather new to parliamentary life,
in the course of the remarks which I
made, I stated that I did not think the
inconvenience with reference to the mails
would be so great as was supposed, but
that the inconvenience in other ways
would be very great indeed. I helieve
that the disadvantage arising from the
loss of the mail service would be consider-
able,and the loss in otherways,very serious.
I understand that the TImperial Govern-
meut have withdrawn their half of the
subsidy ; and if the Canadian Govern-
ment do not feel in a position to double
the amount they formerly paid, no
company can be got to perform the entire
service for less. T hope that the Govern-
Mment will make some arrangement by
Which the fortnightly service can be con-
tinued during the summer months, when
the weekly mails are landed at Rimouski.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—I under-
Stood the hon. gentleman to say last
Sasgion that the inconvenience would not
be felt in the loss of the mail service, but

Was confined principally to passengers

aud freight.
Which the Government cou'd continuethe

Subsidy is the accommodation which the

mail gervice affords.

Hen. Mr. POWER—I shall read
What T said upon this point last year.
In the course of the first remarks which

addressed to the House T said: ¢ The
Practical result, so far as the mails were
‘Concerned, would not, I think, be very
Serious.”  Afferwards, in explaining my
View, I said that “I had not stated it
Ywould not he an inconvenience to have
the majlg withdrawn, but that it would
1ot be & very gerious ome.” I made a
mstake lagt vear in belittling the im-
bortance of tie mail service, but it was
not a very serious one, and one which I

should have thought might have been
overlooked,

Hon.' Mr. SCOTT—The eircumstances
that existed at the time this joint subsidy
from the Imperial and Canadian Govern-
Meuts to this fortnightly steamer was
Blven, were entirely different from those
Which exist to-day. At that time it was
& matter of importance that the mails for
the Maritime Provinces should bs sent in
that way. Tt was then the m

ost expedi-
Hon, Mr, Power,

Now, the ouly ground on:

d
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tious mode of delivering them at Halifax
and other points in the Lower Provinces.
Since then Halifax has been furnished
with a weekly mail for nearly six months
in the year. Of cowse it could not be
contended that during that time there
was any possible inconvenience. During
the other portions of the year, when the
steamers of the Allan Line come up the St.
T.awrence, I am advised—and I think it
was generally admitted last year—that the
great bulk of the mails for the Maritime
Provinces would go as quickly by the
regular weekly scrvice as by the fort-
nightly steamer, inasmuch ag the mails
could be landed at Rimouski and rapidly
conveyed to all points East by rail. As
'was admitted in the debate last year, the
! Government would not be justified in
' keeping np the subsidy for any other rea-
| son than for the delivery of. the mails
No doubt it would be an advantage to
the Halifax merchants, if the fortnightly
steamers, carrying freight, were subsidized
by the Government, but that is not a
principle which the Government can
adopt. It was quite understood years
ago, that the subsidy was to continue only
| to the opening of the Intercolonial Rail-
The British Government frequent-
ly called attention to the fact, and asgoon
- as that railway was completed they with-
drew their aid. During the current year,
if I am rightly informed, the steamer has
only received $7.500; that was paid by
Canada, the British Government having,
in June last—the end of the fiscal year—
withdrawn their portion of it. In
answer to the question put by the hon.
Senator from Amherst, I may say I
do not think it is probable that the sub-
sidy will be continued during the next
year.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—DPerhaps the
Hon. the Secretary of State will allow me
to correct him on a matter of fact, in
which he seems to be strangely misled.
His answer is given under the impression
that the arrival and departure of the
mails at Rimouski will accommodate the
people of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward
Island just as well as if delivered ag
Halifax, and he says he derived that im-
pression from the debate last year. There
may, possibly, have been soms color for
it by the solitary statement of the hon.
Member from Halifax, but he has taken
the opportunity to-day to correct that

' way.
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impression, and has stated that he did not
desire last year to convey any such
meaning. But surely the hon. the Secre-
tary of State must know tlat all the
members from Nova Scotia  distinetly
stated that the fortnightly mail from
Halifax, through the summer season was
the great source of the delivery of letters
to and from Europe with regard to
Trince Edward Tsland and Nova Scotia.
The business has got into a groove, and
the people naturally send their fortnight-
ly letters Ly the steamers that wirive and
depart from Hualifax. That is the state
of the case, so my hon. friend will, I
hope, correct the impression on his mmd
for he labors under an entire mistake,
when he supposes the Rimouski accomino-
dation (of which I will not speak now,
though I have heard it spoken of in most
indignant terms by passengers who have
used it,) will suit our people. T venture
to think that the answer of the hon.
Secretary of State will excite deep dis-
satisfaction in the Maritime Provinces.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—T assumed that the
weekly stemmer must necessarily supersede
the fortnightly sevvice. It may or way
not be the case that the mails ave curried
by the weekly steamers to ITalifax as
quickly as by the other line, but a great
part of the mails from the Maritime Pro-

vinces must necessarily go by the weekly !

in preference to the forimightly steammner.

Surely a merchant of Halifax would not |

let the weekly steamer leave and keep lis
correspondence for the fortnightly steamer,
Asg a matter of fact, I do not
portion of the mails has gone by the week-
ly steamer, but I should imagine, from the
nature of the service, that the greatl bulk
of it would go that way. It could be

ascertained by enquiry at the Post Otfice

Department.  However, the conclusion
the Government came to was, that the
facilities now existing, being a  weekly
service between Halifax and Europe in
the summer, and a weekly service h\ wayv
of Rimouski the rest of the vewr— would
be more thun an equivaleut for the old

system

Hon. Mr. ODELL—Therve is another
question to which T wonld eall attention,
1 believe there is a subsidy given to the
fortnightly steamer by
.\Tewfoumlland, and tlmt steamer  goes to
Halifax to coal.  Now, it secms to me

Ifon, Me. Dickon.
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know what -

thu (m\ ernment of sat on the same day.

Commerce and Railways.

that by
to thas

a very slight subsidy, in addition

given lw New ioundLuul the
steamer would l)rmg the mails to and from
Halifax diveet.  Thevefore, having those
weckly steamers during tlle winter, the
people, not only of H: difax, but of the
Maritime Provinees, would be glad to have
a fortnightly distribution of mails at Hali-
fax, if it could be carried out by a small
subsidv. If I am vight in supposing
that Newfoundland has given a subsidy
for the fortnightly boat. it must be a dis-
tinet line flO]ll the weekly service.

The matter then dr upped.

COM-
EAND RAILWAYS.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING,
MERC
MOTION TO ADD TO A COMMITTEE.

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL moved ¢ that
the names of the Honorable Messieurs
Hamilton (of Inkerman) and Trudel be
added to the Committee on Banking, Com-
merce and Railways.” He said Mr. Tlamil
ton was at the heaild of one of the largest
banks in the country, and his experience i
such matters would render him a valuable
addition to the Committee. Hon. Mr. Tru-
del would also bring an amount of lknow-
ledge #s regards the laws of Quebec that
would be found to be very useful, and he
;did not suppose anybody would oppose
the motion.

Ton. Mr. WARNK said he did uotrise to
object to the motion of the hon. gontl(—
man from Kingston, but he wished to call
attention to the manner in which this
comanittee hal been  increased of late
. years until it had become unwieldy.  The
AMavitime division was entitled by law to
an equal representation oun this as well as
on other committees.  On analysing this
comuiittee it would be tound that it liad
increased from fourteen moembers, as it
was eomposed when the Senate frst met.
to forty, now, Of these forty, the Mavi-
time Provinees had only eight representa-
tives, while Ontavio had eighteen.  Ho
salled attention to this fact for the pur-
pose of having a change made at the epen-
inz of 1the next Parhunent Hon, gen-
! t]f:men would also observe that the Com-
mittee on Banking and Commerce andd
' the Committee on Private Bills mm(lrtll"
They sat very fre-
i quently, and he thmltrht it was desirable
[ that the committees shonld be composed

|
)
|
i
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of different members, as there was ‘1o use
n placing the same gentlemen on both
committees when they could only serve on
one. The Committee on Printing should
also have separate members from the
others, as it sat on the same days as the
Comniittees on Private Bills and Banking
and Commerce.

Hon. Mr. ATKTINS agreed with the hon.
gentleman that the Maritime Provinces
should be more largely represented than
they were. He suggested that the hon.

r. Northup should be added to the Com-
Mittee, as lie came from Nova Scotia, and
Was largely connected with the financial
lnstitutions of that Province.

. Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD suggested that
In future more consideration should be
&lven to the composition of the important
Committees mentioned. Members of one
Committee should not be members of an-
Other committee sitting on the same day.
e had intended, when the Lon. Secretary
of State moved the committees, to call his
attention to the great number of members
Cmposing the Committee on Banking and
Commerce, who resided in Ontario.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—Hear, Hear !

[FEBRUARY

29

-y

1878.] Commerce and Railways. 69
looked with a single eye to the_interests
of those institutions.

Hon. Gentlemen—Hear, Hear.
Hon. Mr. WILMOT—Yes, it becomes

a ring at once.
Hon. Gentlemen—Hear, Hear.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT said lLe believed
that banking should be free. It was a
great monopoly as it was at present, and
he, for one, wished to limit that monopoly
if he could. He considered the committee
was too large, and that the Maritime Pro-
vinces had not a fair representation on it.

Hon. Mr. ATKINS said he had sug-
gested the addition of Mr. Northup to it.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT said he did not
object to any of the hon. gentlemen on
the committee all he wanted was to see
fair play.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said he entirely
concurred in the statement as to the un-
wieldly size of the committee, and that
those gentlemen were looking after their
i own interests. The reason why the repre-
' sentation of Ontario was disproportionate-
ly large on the committee could be seen by
glancing over the DBills which went before

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD said he did 'it. It would be found that nine-tenths of
ot doubt at all the capacity or ability of | them were from that Province. He agreed
he hon, gentlemen from Ontario ; he had | that the committee ought to be reduced,
1o doubt they possessed greater experience | but whether it should be the lot of the
I the conducting of banks in Ontario | hon. Sceretary of State to do that next
than they had in the Maritime Provinces. | year, ov whether it should be a member

owever, banks were established in the
Yarious Provinces, and it was legislation
I whicli each part of the Dominion was
Cqually interested, and the Maritime Pro-
Vinces should be represented on that com-
Mittee in fuir proportion,

Hon. Mr. WILMOT said the state-
ments of his hon. friend (Mr. Botsford)
should carry great weight, but he thought
there weye other interests in this country
tha.t were  concerned in this kind of
egislation as well as the DLaukers thein-
Selves, TTe thought the whole publie, and
all branches of industry were interested in
the System of banking that should be
carried on.

Hon. Mr. WARK —And commnerce ?

Hon. M. WILMOT—Yes, and com-
Merce as well. He generally, found no
Matter what side of polit'es Jion, gentle-
en connected with banks were on, when

anking was concerned they coalesced and
Hon. Mr. Wark,

| of some other Government, would be a
| matter for history.
’ Hon. Mr. SCOTT-—Hear, Hear.

|  Hon. Mr. MILLER said there was one
view of this case that had been completely
overlooked by the hon. gentlemen who
! Lad discussed it.  He was not sure that
by any complexion they might give the
; committee they could weaken the influence
of the bankers, because they possessed a
controlling influence in this IHouse, and
whenever they put their heads together,
as they invariably did, no matter what
side of politics they were on.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT— Hear, Hear.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—When they put

{ their heads together you sce my lion,
friend from Toronto on this side, and my
hon. friend from Torouto on the other
 side ¢« shake hands over the bloody chasm ”
i and join in protecting the intercsts of the
| banks.

.
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Hon. My. SCOTT said no change had
been made in the committee since 1874
except by the addition of any hon. gentle-
man whom the House desired should be
placed on it. Next year whosesoever duty
1t might be to arrange the committees
might make a better subdivision of them,

The motion was amended by the ad-
dition of the name of Hon. My, Northup,
and as so amended 1t was agreed to.

CHANGING A NOTICE OF MOTION.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved to have
hon. Mr. Macpherson’s nosice of motion
changed from Tuesday, as it was on the
order paper, to Monday. He explained
that Mr. Macpherson had gone to Toronto,
and had asked him when the order came
up to have it postponed until Monday.
He (Mr. Campbell) had subsequently met
Mr. Brown who had asked him to allow
it to stand over until Tuesday. He had
done so without consulting Mr. Macpher-
son, and that gentleman had since written
to him that he wished to take up the
question on Monday. He would now
move to have the notice on the order paj er
changed for Monday.

Several hon. gentlemen objected to the

change being made in the absence of hon. |

Mr. Brown, and hon. Mr. Campbell with-
drew his motion.

The House adjourned at 4.30 p. m.

THE SENATE.
Monday, Feb. 25th.

The SpPEAKER took the chwir at three
o’clock.

After Routine proceedings.
THE PROPOSED ADJOURNMENT.
MOTION TO RESCIND WITHDRAWN.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said, before pro-
ceeding with the orders of the day, it
might be more convenient to call the at-
tention of the House to the notice under
his namme to rvescind the motion for the
adjonrnment which had been agreed to
Jast Friday.

Hon, Mr. Scott,

[SENATE.]

Considering that the mem-!

Adjouwrnment.

bers of the Government in this Chamber
had voted against the resolution which he
proposed to rescind, it was unfortunate,
to say the least of it, that they had not
been a little more ingenuous, and told the
House the reasons why they opposed it.
They would have relieved a great many
hon. members in the course then taken,
who would have been guided by a decided
announcement from the Government. It
was not the part of a private member to
interfere with the course of parliamentary
business, and assume the responsibility
which properly Lelonged to hon. gentle-
men on the Treasury benches, who
generally lead the business of the House ;
and it was only in order to give the
Government an opportunity of taking
that responsibility that he gave the notice
to rescind the resolution, which, on the
face of it, appeared to be somewhat an
interference with the legitimate parlia-
mentary functions of the Government..
As regards himself, individually, he had
no desire to be in any way a party to a
dog-in-the-manger policy ; and under the
circumstances, the House would assume:
that he was taking the correct course
when he desired to relieve himself of that
responsibility, and throw it upon the
Government. He, therefore, asked the
' Government if they would be kind enough
i to inform the House whether there was
[ a prospect of any pressing business such
i as to make it indispensable for the House
to remain in session, and on the answer
| which the IHouse received would depend
[ the course which he would pursue. Hav-
{ ing said that much, he wished to relieve:

himself of the responsibility of the resolu-
| tion, and to throw upon the Government

the duty of informing the House whether
i the adjournment would interfere with
public business.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE said, when
he moved his resolution last week, it was
done without consulting the Government.
This was his 24th or 25th Session in
Parliament, and he had seen his friends
on the Treasury benches, as well as his
oppenents. It had been customary for
both parties, when in power, to leaveit to
the House to decide whether they would
take an adjournment or not. He did not
think it was reasonable to throw on the
present Government a  responsibility
which his own friends had not taken in
years past. e had taken the responsi-

I
i
|
1
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bility upon himself to act towards the
public as an honest man should. It was
well known that the principal business of
the Upper House was to deal with
measures coming from the Lower Cham-
ber, and, consequently, for the first two
or three weeks of the Session, there was
very little to be done. It was, therefore,
customary for the Senate to adjowrn for
a week or so early in the Session. In
his opinion it would be better for this
House to decide that in future, after vot-
ing the Addvress, they should take two or
three -weeks’ recess until the Commons
would have prepared work for them to do.
He did not propose that this course should
be pursued, because there was the oljec-
tion to which he had referred last Friday,
that certain members who could not
reach their homes during the recess,
would feel the time long unless the majo-
rity of the House remained with them, but

is opinion was, as he had stated, that
there wus no necessity for the House to
Femain in session after voting the Ad-
dress, for two or three wecks at all events.

6 had always been the custom for the | had ever assumed the responsibility of an

Government to oppose it, and he would
have heen surprised had the hon, gentle-
en on the Treasury benches taken a dif-
ferent course. But even if the hon. Sec-
Yetary of State were to rise in his place
and gay there was work for four hours
every day, he (Mr. Bellerose) would ve-
Ply at once that the statement was incor-
Tect, because it was impossible that there
could be so much work in the early part
of the Session, and therc was no use in
trying to throw such a responsibility on

e Government. He did not desirve the
public at large to believe that the House
Was working when it was not, and it
Would be only hypocrisy to do so. This
louse could get through the work of the
ession much sooner than the Commons,
and the reason was quite obvious. In a
ody consisting of only eighty members,
Work could be done much quicker than in
One. consisting of over two hundred, es-
DPecially when the latter were speaking to
he publie, and desired to have'their views
Teported to the country before the elec-
tons. He could not say that he was a
ood judge of English precedent, but if
1S memory was correct a motion of this
1nd ought not to be re-considered except
Wnder extraordinary circumstances, and.

18 was not an extraordinary circum-

Hon, My, Bellerose.
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stance. Even as a matter of curtesy the
notice ought not to have heen siven, He
(Mr. Bellerose) understood perfectly well
the allusion that had been made to the
Province of Quebec. He would advise
the hon. gentleman (Mr. Dickey) to let
that Provincealone. It had never come to
this f‘arliament to ask for better terms
or money. He (Mr. Bellevose) might tell
the House that it was not on his own ac-
count that he had made this motion for
adjournment for he had just aivived from
home, but there were others on hoth
sides in whose interest he had done so,
who might have a feeling of delicacy in
moving it themselves, and he believed the
members of this House should show court-
esy to one another. I e hoped that this
would be the last time e would have to
speak on such a subject as this.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—What do the
Ministry say ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—ALy hon. colleague
and myself have nothing inore to say than
we stated last Friday, Neither this Go-
vernment, nor any former (fovernment

adjournment. As we are frequently told
by hon. gentlemen opposite the Govern-
ment do not control this Chamber, and it
would be idle for us to oppose the wish of
the House.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—The question
is the public business.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I also said I
was not aware it would embarrass any
public business coming before this House.
I thought that was a very fair and full
exposition from the CGovernment. In
addition I was asked by some hon. gentle-
nien if any bills were coming immediately
before us, I said I did not think there.
were. I was further asked if there were
any Bills to be introduced ; T said T
thought there would be one or two, but
the week’s delay would not seriously
embarrass us.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE—That is ex-
actly what the hon. gentleman said.

Hon., Mr. DICKEY, said he understood
thelon. Secretary of State tointimate tothe
House last Friduy, that it was probable
there might be measures to be initiated
in this House. There was no doubt that
was the meaning conveved : at the same
he was very happy to hear the statement
that had just been made, and considering:
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the situation in which he was placed, he
thought that the House would agree that
Le was taking the wost convenient course,
after hearing the explanations of the hon.
Secretary of State, in stating that he would
not bring on his motion to-morrow.
The order was discharged.

SMALL-POX IN KEEWATIN,

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD moved :(—

““That an humble Address be presented to
‘“ His Excellency the ttovernor-(ieneral, pray-
“ing that he will be pleased to lay Defore this
“ House, copies of all correspondence between
*“ the Government of Canada, the Council of
¢¢ Keewatin, and the Government of Manitoba,
“iu reference to the Smali-Pox discase, pre-
¢ vailing during last spring amongst the
¢ Icelandms with all claims and accounts paid
¢ and uupud relating to that matster,”

He continued-—So much has been said
in reference to this matter, that the public
need some explanations, and this is why
I make this motion. During last spring
that dreadful  disease—small-pox —ap-
peared in the Icelandic Settlement, west
of Lake Winnipeg, and also among the
Indians. The Ieclanders had been settled
there only a few months before, and, after
their long journey by sea and land, they
were quite unprepared for this fearful
scourge whiclh appeared amongst them,
The Lieut.-CGrovernor of the Province of
Manitoba, who was, at the same time, ca-
officio Governor of the Territory of Kee-
watin, was authorized to organize a Board
of Health, Ile did so, the Board being
composed of a certain number of r*ontle-
men who were there not only as or dunlv
Lealth-officers, but as executive councillors
of the Council of Keewatin. The mea-
sures which they took were most ettectual,
and, at all events, prevented the spread of
the dreadful disease into Manitoba. Tt
was found necessary to establish a  quar-
antine, and, as ean be readily understood,
considerable expense was incurved. I
tegret to say that diffieulties have arisen
as to the setilement of this expense, #nd
T believe at this moment, a considerable

looking for is the settlemeut of the portion
lmtamnw to the Province of Manitoba.

is, and how much is required for the im-
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provement and construction of highways

Houn, Mr, Dickey.

. pense to havelit all copied.
portionofitren: mxsm\pald What Tamnow |

Keewatin.

which are absolutely needed by the people,
and when we consider, also, that all this
expense was due to causes outside of
Manitoba,§I think we should not be called
upon to pay any portion of it. The Pro-
vince was obliged, it is true, to protect
itself, but the disease originated and raged
in the Temitory of Keewatin, which was
under the rule of the Dominion Govern-
ment. The whole of the expense should,
therefore, have been met by the Govern-
ment of Canada. I understand that the
correspondence is very large, and as I only
wish to ascertain what proportion of the
expense the Governnent of Manitoba can
be forced to pay, I would be satisfied to
receive such information as bears upon
that point. That is the correspondence in
which the people that I represent are
interested.

Hon. Mr. PELLETIER—There cer-
tainly cannot be any objection to bringing
down the papers asked for by the hon,
Senator. It seems to be only a question
of expense. The correspondence, claims
and accounts asked for are very volumin-
ous, and I am sure it would take one
clerk three months to copy them. All
the accounts have been carefully examined
at Winnipeg by a Committee composed of
the Hon'bles Mr. Norquay and Mr. Begg,
on behalf of the Government of the Pro-
vince of Manitoba, and Messrs. McCall
and Graham on the part of the Dominion
of Canada. The Committee have reduced
the claims where it was possible to do so,
and have agreed upon the distribution of
the whole amount to be paid—825,000—
between the Government of Keewatin and
that of Manitoba. The lLon. gentleman
makes a remark that the whole expense
should have been paid by the Dominion
Government. I am sure he will bLe satis-
fied when he sees that the Dominion Gov-
ernment paid the lion’s share—that out of
$25,000 the Government of Keewatin
(th at is the Dominion Government) paid

£20,000, and only 25,000 was charged to
the GO\ ernment of Manitoba. As I said
before, the correspondenee is so volumin-
ous that it would entail considerable ex-
I may inform
the hon. gentleman that the Minister of

! the Interior will give him access to all the

: papers, and will have any docwients that
When we consider how small its revenue |

he wants copied. With these explana-
tions, I hope the hon. gentleman will not
insist upon his motion.
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Hon. Mr. GITIRARD—TI have no de-
sire t0 create any expense that can be
avoided. I look at the matter as a very
important one, and I must acknowledge
the courtesy of the hon. the Minister who
offers to furnish any correspondence that
18 required.
motion.

The motion was withdrawn.
THE PACIFIC RAILWAY ROUTE,

MOTION TO RE-APPOINT THE SPECIAL
COMMITTEE.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD moved :—

‘“ That the entry in the Journals of this
*“ House of the 27th of April, 1877, relating to
““ the Report of the Select Committee, autho-
“ rized, amongst other matters, to examine
““into all the questions relating to the purchase
¢ of the property at Fort William for a terminus
:“ of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and to send
. for persons, papers and records, and to exa-

Inine witness under oath, be now read.”

The motion was agreed-to and the entry
Was accordingly read.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD moved :—

« * That the Minutes of the Lvidencs taken
. before the Select Committee appointed in the
.« last Session of Parliament, to inquire, amongst

other matters, into all the questions relating
to the purchase of the property at Fort
William for a terminus to the Canadian
Pacific Railway, and to send for persons,
. Papers and records, and to examine witness
., inder oath, which were presented on the 27th
« April last with the Report of the said Com-
« Wittee, be referred to a Sclect Committee
« S0mposed of the Honorable Messieurs Scott
« HiXing, Sutherland, Macpherson, Simpson,
‘e Wll{not, Haythorne, Vidal, and the mover, to
« ®0ntinue the investigation and to inguire into
M the questions reiating to the purchase
T fn‘ ¢ property at Fort William, for a ter-
« tolmu o the Canadian Pacific Railway, and

exsel}d for persons, papers and records, and
« thamme witnesses under oath, and to report
¢ eregn ,With all coavenient speed this

<
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<

€

©S81op ,’
The motion was agreed to,
The House adjourned at 4 p.m,

THE SENATE.
Tuesday, Feb. 26th, 1878,
The Spraker took the chair at 3 p.m.

After routine froceedings,
Hon. Mr, Girard.

[FerruarY 25, 1878.]
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| FORT FRANCIS LOCK.
!

| MOTION FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A COM-
MITTEE.

Hon. Myr. MACPHERSON moved,
seconded by Honorable Mr, Campbell :—

‘“ That a Select Committee composed of the
“ Honorable Messieurs Scott, Camphell, Brown,
“ Botsford, Haythorne, Macfarlane and the
““ mover, be appointed to inquire :— .

¢ 1st. Whether the Fort Francis Lock when
““ completed can be used for the purposes of
' ¢ commerce, in connection with the Canadian
‘“ Pacific Railway, so as to form part of the
{ “ through communication from Lake Superior
‘“ to Manitoba, and if not, what improvements
‘“ will be indispensable (in addition to the said
‘“ Fort Francis Lock) to afford unbroken com-
‘“ munication for Steamers between the Railway
*¢ Stations of Port Savanne (Lac des Mille Lacs)
““ and Keewatin (Rat Portage) and the probable
‘¢ cost of such improvements ?

““2nd. What willl be the use to the Domi-
““ nion of the said Fort Francis Lock if it can-
*‘ not be used for the purposes of commerce, in
‘“ connection with the Canada Pacific Raiiway,
‘“ 80 as to form part of the said through com-
‘‘ munication.

““ 3rd. What is the distance between thesaid
‘ Lock and the point nearest to it on the Can-
‘" ada Pacitic Raillway ?

“‘4th Whatarethedimensions of thesaid Lock,
“ its estimated and probable cost, the amount
““ expended upon it and upon works connected
‘“ with it, er in any way incidental to it, so far
““is known ; the appropriation from which the
““money expended upon it has been taken ;
‘“ whether such application of the money has
““ been inall cases according to law, and whe-
‘ ther the said Lock is being built by contract
‘“ or otherwise,

¢ 5th. And generally to inquire into all mat-
‘¢ ters relating to the Fort Francis Lock, with
““ power to send for persons and papers, to ex-
‘“amine witnesses under oath, to employ a
¢ shorthand writer to take down the evidence,
‘“ and to report from time to time to this Honor-
‘“ ahle House.”

He said :—The impression throughout
the country is that the expenditure on
the Fort Francis Lock is not a useful ex-
penditure, and it is a very large one. I
therefore think it deserves the attention
of this House, and that a Committee
should be appointed to inquire into the
whole matter., That is the object of my
motion. The expenditure has been con-
tinued after it has become the general
opinion that the work caunot be utilized
for the purpose for which it was intended,
that is, forming the connecting link be-
tween the Eastern and Western ends of
the Canadian Pacific Railway, between
Lake Supevior and the Red River. The
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expenditure on the Fort Francis Lock, so
far as the Public Accounts atford infor-
mation, amounts to 163,662, That was it
up to the 30th of June last: since then
there has been six months of expenditure,
the amount of whichis not before us. I}
may safely say, however, that the expen-
diture on that work—for I visited it last
summer and saw what was being done—
cannot have been less than $3,000 per
month, or in round tigures $100,000 per
year. Ifit does not exceed that I shall
be very much surprised. When an ex.
penditure is going on, especially for a|
purpose, which to the public mind is not |
clearly of public utility, I think, at any !
time, it is the duty of this House to en- f
quire into it ; and in the present state of |
the finances of the country, it is doubly «
duty to make such an enquiry. I have!
searched the Debates of Parliament for in-
formation on this question, and the first
mention of the Fort Irancis Lock that T |
find is in the House of Commons Hansard |
1875, folio 508, and again at’ folios 1073
and 1074, I shall vead what is there
said on the subject, by the Hon. Mr. Mac-
kenzie, the C(ommissioner of Public
Works and Prime Minister :—

““ The entire distance from Red River to
¢ LakeSuperior is in round numbers430 miles by
‘“ the Dawsonroute. Of this we have surveyed
¢ and located a line andasked for tenders for 155
““or 160 miles. Thisleaves a distance between
““the two joints of 270 miles. Of that dis-
“ tance we will be able by constructing two
¢ cheap wooden locks at Fort Francis, to obtain
““from Rat Portage uninterrupted steam na-
““ vigation for a distance of nearly 200 miles to
“Sturzoon [alls at the east end of Rainy
“ Lake. IFr.n this point eastward towards
¢ Lake shebandowan, although there is a con-
‘“ tinuous water navigation with a num-
¢ ber of small portasges, still the country is, on
‘ the whole, favorable. * * * * WWehope
‘“ within two years, or two and a ha'f at the
*“ outside, that we will have a railway finished
““at the easternand western ends and with these
¢« and the locks at Fort Francis, we expect that
¢ the distance altogether may be traversed in
“ four or five days at the outside, that now
““ takes ou the average from nine to twelve
“ days.”

Now, hon. gentlemen, it is quite evi-
dent from the passage I have 1ead,
that the inteption of the Government was
to use the water stretches by way of Fort
Francis, between Sturgeon Falls and Rat
Portage, If that could have been done, I
should have been very glad to have seen
it carried out, and thus have postponed
the construction of the railway between

[SENATE.]

Hon, Mr, Macpherson,

Lock.

those two points for years to come, as the:
Minister of Public Works himsclf appears
to have intended and expected. On the
third of April, 1375, Mr. Mackenzie
moved :(—

¢ That the House do now ratify the contract
““ entered into with Messrs Sifton & Ward for
““ the constructiin of the Pacific Railway ex-
‘“tending from Fort Wiiliam to Lake Sheban-
““ dowan, a distance of about 43 miles, * * *
““ They obtained the advantage of that chain of
“ water communication for a distance of 246
“ miles, after some slight improvements were
¢ carried out at Fort Francis which were pre-
““ vided for in the estimates. By these a means
“ of communication would be extablished which
*“ would suflice for some years to come.”

These passages and all that the Minis-
ter of Public Works said then on the sub-
ject showed that he expected to use about
200 miles of water communication, to
connect the Eastern and Western ends of
the Canadian Pacitic Railway, between
Lake Superior and Red River. The next
reference to the Fort Irancis Lock T find
in a return to Parliament, dated fifth of
April, 1877, The first letter or memo.
in that return is from Mr. Braun, Secre-
tary of the Department of Public Works,
saying that the veport of Mr. S. Hazle-
wood the engineer, giving an estimate of
the cost of ¢he works, had been mislaid,
“and that Mr. Hazlewood had heen written
to for a copy of it.

The estimate 1s not here and I have
not seen it. The next letter dated 11th
May 1875, is indeed a strange one. It is
from the Secretary of the Public Works.
Department, to Mr. Hugh Sutherland, of*
Orillia, putting him in full charge of the
works, but subject, so far as engineering
was concerned, to Mr. Huzlewood, The
following is an extract.

May 11th, 1875,

¢ Sir,—Referring to your letter of the lst
‘“instaut relative to the construction of the
“ proposed locks on Rainy River, at Fort
“Francis, Iam to state that you will have
‘¢ entire charge of the working parties, but in
¢“ engineering matters will be subjected to the
¢¢ gencral directions of Mr Hazlewood, or his
* assistants who may be detailed for that pur-

14
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p *

* * * * *

*“ On reaching Fort Francis you will sce Mr.
¢ Mortimer, Resident Engincer, who will be at
*“once instructed to take soundings with a
““ view to determine the exact points at which
““ it would be most desirable to construct the
¢ canal locks at each, and you will then as
““ speedily as possible ascertain the nature of
*¢ the rock and the depth of various points, sor
¢ that Mr. Mortimer can make a section,
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““When this preliminary work has been
““ accomplished, yon will both report to the
““ Department, when more exact instructions
““ will he given. Pending the arrival from Ottawa
‘ of such instructions “you will proceed with
““the excavations first of the whole of the
““ earth-work, and afterwards of such portions
““of the work as must necessarily be taken
“out.”

’

Now, hon. gentlemen, I think we ought
‘to know how the work was originally de-
termined upon, and what the reasons
were which induced the Minister of Pub-
lic Works to proceed with it. The first
communication before the House is one
aldressed to Mr. Hugh Sutherland,
telling him to proceed with the work, and
referring to a letter which we have not
before us. It may be that the iden of the
work originated with Mr. Hugh Sutherland,
and we ought to have his letter before the
House. The next letter in the retwrn is
from Mr. Mortimer, an Engineer, dated

““ Fort Francis Railway Route, July 5th, 1875,
. ““ The work of soundings on the various lakes
“ along the railway was completed ; regarding
‘it I Lave to state, that to bring—

The nwme of the Lake is left blank in
the return, but it must be Lac des Mille

acs.
:: To the level of Lake Shebandowan
o Yould lay bare about three-quarters of the
. bottom of the former, also a large portion of
« Kashahowic and Baune Lakes would be simi-
. larly effected ; in fact 1 may say that the
.. Plan is impracticable, except under enarmous
 ®Xpenses far exceeding what twice the
amonnt of railroad would cost
« + Talso ran the line from French Portage to
Lake Shebandowan inland, keeping the low-

‘: est possible ground ; the general average of
‘e this line lies from fifty to one hundred feet
‘ ?’"‘{Ve th:level of Shebandowan, and although

% is admirably suited for railway purposes,

‘o
eight above the water precludes it from

<

€5 s
* ever Leing available for a canal.”

Thay, shows that the plans of the Govern-
gl?nt at the'time were altogether undeter-
N .nefl, and indefinite. I am not surprised
“hat it wag so, beeause they do not appear

© have hud before them the information
cekcﬁssary to lead them to a proper con-

Slon, hut, whilein that position, they
Proceeded with the construction of the

ock at Fort Francis. They seem to

OaVe come to the conclusion without in-

"Wation, that commmunication would be
ﬂoiﬁ{hl}e along these water stretches, and

o l'g‘xt have been .1f they had wlhgred to

111 first plan, which was to build the

::‘ll "‘:’a)’ by way of Shebandowan to

rgeon Falls, an arm of Rainy Lake.
Hon, Mr. Macpherson.
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It might have been more costly than they
expected, but it would have bheen practic-
able trom Sturgeon Falls to Rat Portage,
a distance of 200 hundred miles, But it
is, I fear, altogether impossible to make
such communication from Lac des Mille
Lacs to Rainy Lake, and so on to Rat
Portage. The information before me leads
me to believe that the Goverhment pro-
cecded with the works at Fort Francis
before they had sufficient information to
guide themy and that the expenditure in-
curred there will be of no use to the
public.  Mr. Sutherland addressed the
hon, the Minister of Public Works from
Ottawa on July 16th, 1875, on the sub-
ject  of the work at Fort Francis,
Now, T am not aware that Mr. Sutherland
is an Engineer. I bLelieve hc is not, but
these are the terms in which he writes.
He says :—

“T herewith transmit Ground Plan and cross
‘¢ gections of the location of proposed locks with
‘“al necessary measurewents marked thereon.

““Two combined locks will be required, about
€200 feet in length each, over all, and 40 feet
‘“in width inside of chambers, with a total lift
““ of 23 fcet 4 inches,

¢ The earthworks on top of rock, will average
‘“ about eight or nine feet in depth, and consist
““ of red and blue clay ; the balance of the cutt-
““ ing will be solid grey granite rock.

*The total depth of the cut in upper lock
‘“ will be about thirty-three feet (33) and in the
‘“lower lock forty-four feet (44) 8 inches,
““ which will admit of seven feet mitre sills in
““low water. There will he about 9,000 yards
““ of earth work and 14,000 yards rock.”

The work seems to have been ordered
and procieded with, without plan or-
estimates from a competent engineer. Mr.
Sutherland also sends to the Government
a statement of payments made by him for
wages. He simply gives the amount paid,
Lut does not state the rate of wages so far
as I liave seen, On the 24th, July 1875
Mr. Ennis, for the Secretary of the De-
partment of Public Works, writes to Mr.
Sutherland to say that full instructions
have been sent to Mr. Hazlewood and,

“The Department likewise considers it
‘““ necessary that he should examine the site
“ proposed for the Canal ; together with what
“ works are necessary to control the rapids a
““mile and a half above the falls, and what

| “ works are necessary immediately at the head

¢ of the falls to do away with the danger of
¢ vessels being carried by the current over the
‘¢ falls themselves.

¢ These instructions necessarily include the
“ ye-examination of the line recommended by
¢ yourself,and Mr. Mortimer, and should Mr..
‘¢ Hazlewood conceive it necessary to make any
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‘“ change in the location, you will defer. to his
‘“ opinions and carry on the work on the amen-
‘“ ded line he may trace out, should he conceive
¢ that course to be necessary.”

I think it will strike hon. gentlemen
that a great deal was being done hastily,
that the work was being proceeded with
prematurely, and before the Government
had really any information, much less the
designs and plans necessary for the build-
ing of the lock, and the information ne-
cessary with respect to the depth of water
both above and below the proposed work.
The Governinent seemed to have felt this,
for, on the 24th July, Mr. Braun, Secre-

tary of the Department of Public Works, |

writes to Mr. Hazlewood saying : —

¢ The Department finds these documents in- |

¢ sufficient for any approval of the recommen-
¢“ dations made to be placed on record.

¢ It is proper here to inform you that the
‘¢ Honorable the Minister has given instructions
‘“for the Canal in question to conmect the

‘“ waters of Rainy Lake with Rainy River, at'
¢ Fort Francis, to be at once commenced. The |

¢ difference of level is represented to be over
‘23 feet. Accordingly, I am instructed to
¢ request that at as early a date as practicable,
¢ you will proceed to Fort Francis and examine

““1ato the points embraced in this proposition.

‘“ The proposed size of the locks are 200 feet ;

““ by forty in the chamber, with seven feet on |
3k * * * * *

¢ the sills.

“ You are required to make a design for the !
¢ Canal in question, comprising the number of |

““ locks, their position and their structure. You
¢ will report the amount of excaivation, both
“ of carth and rock ; further, the facilities of
““ obtaining clay for puddling, the localities
‘¢ where timber can be obtained on Rainy Lake,
 where it is reported a supply can be had
¢¢ without difticulty.

““ The Department likewise require a series
‘¢ of soundings ahove and below the site of the
¢ Canal to relative deep water, so that a correct
‘“ view can be formed of the facilities of egress
‘“ and ingress. No report om this subject has
¢ yet been made, and I am requested to direct
‘“ you to have this branch of the examination
““ fully and cfiiciently carried out. You will
““ require to plot this work to the scale of 100
¢ feet to an inch, and it must embrace all the
¢ information desirable to obtain.”

On the same day, Mr. Ennis for the
Scevetary of the Department also wrote
to Mr. Hazlewood a letter from which I
make the following extracts :—

““ Srr,—1 am instructed to notify you that
“in connection with the instructions which have
““ heen given you to examine and report upon
“* a canal proposed to be constructed at Fort
‘¢ Francis between Rainy lake and Rainy
““ River, that Mr. Sutheriand has been sent by
¢ this Department to organize working parties
‘“and to commence operations,

“ You will observe in the copy of the ins- |

“ tructions to Mr. Hugh Sutherland, as per
Hon. Mr. Macpherson.
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‘* margin, which has Dbeen forwarded to you
‘“ that while Mr. Sutherland has been placed in
““ charge of all working operations he is instruct-
‘“ 10 refer to you for engineering instructions.

* * * * * * * *

‘¢ Ag the site where Mr., Sutherland will
¢ commence hiy excavation has been recom-
““ mended by Mr. Mortimer equally as by hime
¢ self, there is a fair reason to look forward to
‘¢ the line selected by them being approved by
‘¢ yourself.

““In this view, the Department has autho-
““ rized the commencement of the work. At
““ the same time it is desirous that this branch
¢ of your examination should at once be made
) ¢ theroughly to establish the fact, whether or
| “no the labors of Mr. Sutherland are in the
l ' right direction, and I have to ask you te re-
‘¢ port specially upon this matter, so soon as you
¢ can possibly do so.”

i It scems an extraordinary thing that
. the Government should have proceeded
 with such a work in the absence of full
information. The lock, according to Mr.
Hazlewood’s plan. was to have seven feet
of water on the mitre sills, at the lowest
water, In summer time the depth of
water in the river is only from 3% to 4}
feet in some places. In a letter from Mr.
Hazlewood to the Minister of Public
Works, dated August, he approves of the
location made by Mr. Mortimer, and the
» work seems to have been proceeded with,
but suddenly, on the 19th November,
1875, Mr. Braun telegraphs to M.
Sutherland as follows :—

19th November, 1875.

“Close all Canal works
Suspend all proceedings.
{ Rowan on subject.

at Fort Francis,
Confer with Me,
Acknowledge receipt of

} this.
(Rigned) F. BRAUN,
H. SUTHERLAND, Secretary.”
Winnipeg.

There must have heen an error in the
! date of Mr. Sutherland’s reply, because it
lis dated November 2nd, 1875, T pre-
! sumne it was intended for 2nd December,
,and  probably Ottawa was written for
i Orillia.
¢ Orrawa, November 2nd, 1875,

¢ Complied with instructions relative to sus-
pending works at Fort Francis. Have you any
instructionsfor Fort Pelly ?

; (Signed) HUGH SUTHERLAND.”

| Secretary Department Public Works.
| I shall next refer to a speech delivered
by the hon. the Minister of Public Works
in the House of Commons, on the 6th
March, 1876. It was in a debate on the
Dawson Route. In reply to gentlemen

"on the other side of the [House, he said :—
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““ The Government simply proposed while
the road was being constructed to utilize a
large portion of the water communieation
available for the passage of boats; as for in-
stance where the road touched, as it would
‘according to the survey mow nearly com-
pleted, the north-east angle of Lac des Mille
¢ Tacs, they would have continued navigation,
with some portages doubtless, to the north-
west end of the Lake of the Woods ; and un-
til the line was finished between the Lac des
Mille Lacs and the west side of Winnipoy
River, they could use this navigation as long
as it was required. If they found it impos-
sible frowm the circumatances of the country to
continue the building of the road betwien
these two points for some years to come, they
would have some 64 miles of railway fiom
Lake Superior tothe north-east corner of the
Lac des Mille Lacs, similar communication
being opened between Red River and Rat
Portage from the western extremity, so that
they would be enabled to bring the two ends
of the Province within comparatively short
¢ distances of each other. Has did not ex-
pect that it would be possible for the Goveru-
ment—-even though Parliament could furnish
the money required—to construct the inter-
mediate portion within less than four or five
¢ years, and it was very important indeed that
““ they should avail themselves of almost con-
““tinued  water navigation between two and
““ three hundred miles during that period.”

By that time the Government had, ap-
parently, abandoned the route between
Slrebandowan and Sturgeon Falls.  From
S ) T of Rai

turgeon Iallg, on an arm of Rainy Lake,
when the improvements at Fort Francis
and at the shoals above and below 1t had
heen completed, there would have been

2

Water communication for upwards of two !
But in

hundved miles to Rat Portage,
March, 1876, that voute had been aban-
doned, and the nerthern location of the
Tailway had been adopted, carrying it
north of Lae des Mille Lacs, and so on by

What we undorstand to he the present |

ocation. That, I believe, rendered it im-
Possible to use these water stretches, be-
:;lllx() Lac des Mille Lacs is 400 feel above

ielevel of Rainy Lake, and above the
e"ﬂ of Fort Frareis Lock.
of Maveh, 1876, the Pacitic Raitway was
()e subject of debate in another place.

1}1 that  oceasion the Prime Minister
Said .

€ .
“\;?‘['ll_e line we have atopt>d now from Fort
g iliam will ascend the Kaministiguia Valley
“ _‘}Twahr}nt 20 miles, in round numbers. Then
o 21\ erging somewhat sharply to the right, and
« Puching the nortli-east corner of Lac dos

Mille Laes.”

"y .

This confirms what I have already ex-

Dlalﬂ?d that the route by Shebandowan
and Sturgeon I

Hon. My, Macpherson
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doned and the northern route had been
adopted, rendering it impossible, I helieve,
to make any use whatever of the water
stretches as a connecting link between the
eastern end of the Red River section and
the western end of the Luke Nuperior
section of the railway. ‘Ihe TFremier
further stated :— b

‘“ The thirteenth contract was to huild 45
““miles towards Lake Shebandowan, it heing
“gsupposed that this would be the shortest
“poute westward ; but the exploraions made
“ ghow that it would have to wend northward,
““and we decided to stop short of it about 15
““ miles. * * * From that point
¢ westward the road, passing by Lac des Mille
““Lacs, would become the subject of a new
“ contract.”

The speech from which I have just
read extracts was delivered on the 31lst
of March, 1876. Parliament was pro-
rogued en the 12th of April. At this
time, T would remind the House that the
work at Fort Francis had been suspended
under instructions from the Minister of
Public Works, from the 19th November,.
1875, but a week after the prorogation of
Parliament the works were ordered to be
resumed. Now, I think thatis a point on

i which we require some information. There

was nothing said in the Howse of Com-
mons that I can find on the subject of the
Fort Francis Lock, or proceeding with
its construction that year. The works

| were suspended while Parliament was
D sitting, and remained suspended until

after the prorogation. On the 13th of
Aypril instructions were given by the Sec-

. retary of the Public Works Departiment to

; gentleman connected  with

On the 3lst!

Mr. Sutherland to resume work, I think
the country ought to know wht the works
were resumed then.  If [am at all correct,
it must have been well known to every
r the Public
Works, that it would be utterly iinpossi-
blejto use this lock in connection with
the Cunadian Pacitic Railway, and if that
is the fact why was the work resumed and
procecded  with ! It may he that the
Government will be able to show that the
lock will be of public service irrespective
of the Canadian Pacitic Railway. I con-
fess I do not think this can beshown, butit
is & matter for enquiry. It strikes me as
being rather remarkable that the work
should have remained suspended from
November to April without anything
being said about it so faras I can disco-

. 1 2 " 1 : .
alls Tad then heen .abun- | ver, and then that instructions should
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have been suddenly issued to Mr. Suth-
erland to resume the work.  Mr. Suther-
land was at Ottawa at the time,
and he acknowledged the receipt of
the letter on the very day the
letter bears date. He acknowledged
the instructions to proceed and made a re-
qusitionfor funds and he at once got anthor-
ity to purchase supplics to the amount of
€20,000, and also a credit for $15,000 to
pay wages etc. In August it seems to
have struck the Goverament that it would
be desirable to have fuller information, and
the Secretary of the Department of Public
Works wrote to Mr. Daillairge, one of the
engineers as follows :—
August 3, 1876,

¢ S1r,—1I am directed by the Honourahle the
“¢ Minister to request you to proceed at your
¢ earliest convenience to Fort Francis, where a
¢t Jockis being constructed to connect the waters
“of Rainy Lake with those of Rainy River,
“ under the superintendence of W. H. Thomp-
< gon, according to a plan which was pre-
¢ pared from somewhat limited information.
« You will be pleased to see that the work is
“ heing judiciously carried out and give such
¢ directions as you may deem advisable fo- its
¢ proper execution,

1 have the honor to be, sir,
Your obelient servant,
(Signed) F. BRAUY,
Secretary.
(+. F. DarLrAtraE, Esq.,
Asst Chief Engineer. P. W., Ottawa.”

In veply to this request Mr, Baillairge,

made a long report which I moved for last |

session and it was submitted to this House.
I will not take up the time of hon,
gentlemen in going over it again, butit
showed that there were great obstacles
in the river both above and below the lock.
The lock was to be 200 feet in length, 36
feet in width and seven feet in depth on
the lower mitre sill. I might have
said, when I was alluding to the fact
that the Minister of Public Works
had stated in 1375 that it was pro-
posed to construct two cheap wooden locks,
that if the hon. gentleman had proper in-
formation before him with respect to that
country he would not have spoken of
wooden locks.  The lock mnow building
has to be excavated out of solid granite.
The lock as it was originally laid out, was
to have seven feet of water on the lower
mitre sill at the lowest summer water,
But, hon. gentlemen, the reports of the
engineer show that the depth of the water
in the river is. very much less than that,
and the Government last summer, I be-
Hon. Mr, Macpherson.
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lieve—tliere is no information on the sub-
ject in the report of the Minister of Pub-
lic Works, but I heard it on the spot—
that the Government had resolved to re-
duce the depth of water in the lock to 4}
feet. Just think of the proportions of a
lock 200 feet long with a depth of only
41 feet? Could there be better proof
that the work had been commenced with-
out anything like sutiicient information ?

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Hear, hear.

Hon Mr. MACPHERSON-—T think,
hon. gentlemen, that I have established
enough to justify the Senate in naming a
committee to enquire into this matter. I
think I have proved that the Fort Fran-
cis Lock was entered upon without adequate
information, and that I have also shewn
that the water stretches cannot be made
to serve as a connecting link between the
eastern and western sections of the Pacific
Railway. I shall snbmit further proof on
the latter point from the Commons fHan-
sard.  Mr. Kirkpatrick on the 21st of
February, 1877, moved for returns in re-
spect to Fort Francis Lock, and in the
course of his speech said —

“ The utility of the work is also (ueation-
‘“ able, even in relation to the Pacitic Railway,
“and, as the Thunder Bay Branch, passing
““ about 100 miles to the North of Fort Fraucis,
‘“is to be theall-rail route, I ask for what pur-
‘“ pose are we to expend money in this connec-
¢ tion ? The expeuditure in question is charged
‘“ to the Pacitic Railway, with which it has no
‘““more to do than has the Welland Canal.
““ T'wo seasons, those of 1875 and 1876, have
‘“ moreover been spent on it, and one-fifth of
‘“ the work is done. At this rate, 1 leave it to
¢ the hon. member to judge how long it will
““ take to finish it, without alluding to the im-
¢ provements mentioned. Mr. Baillairge atates
¢ that the canal can only be used for four or
*“ five months during the year, and are we to
““spend an unknown quantity of money, ia
¢“ order that for a few months a few barges and
‘“ tugs may pass through it ? When we are to
““ have an all rail route, what is the nse of im-
¢ proving magnificent water stretches in ad-
‘¢ dition ? 1 think it is time for the Minister of
¢ Public Works to tell us that this work is te
“ be abandoned and no further money spent on
“it.  1f the motion is allowed to pass, it will
““ enable the House to judge of the ultimate
¢ cost of the undertaking, and the utility which
‘¢ it is likely to acomplish.

To this Mr. Mackenzie replied as fol-
lows :—

¢ There i8 no objection whatever, sir, to the
‘“motion of the hon. gentleman, but hefore it
¢“is put, allow me to correct some inaccuracies
‘“into which he has fillen. He says, sir, that
‘¢ I announced to the House that I would aban-
¢ don the route by Lake Shebandowan, but it
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““is not abandoned. It is deflected, as the hon.
‘¢ gentleman said, a little to the north in order
‘“to obtain a better route. It touches at pre-
“¢ sent west of the Lac des Mille Lacs, or rather
¢ the Kaministiquia River at a navigable point,
“ a little beyond which the latter falls into the
‘““ Lake From that point there is almost con-
“ tinuous navigation with a few short portages
‘““on the way to Rat Portage, the crossing
‘“place of the Pacitic Railway on Winnipey
‘¢ River, with only cne great obstacle, which
 could not be overcome in any other way than
““ Ny constructins a lock at Fort Francis. There
¢ are, as I stated roughly last night, two hun-
““dred and twenty-cight wiies under contract |
“Letwesn Lake Sup rior aud Red River, of |
““ which one huudred and sixteen miles lie at |
‘*“ the east end or westward from Fort William ; |
‘“at about geveuty miles from thence we reach
““a point east of Lue des Mille Laes, thereby
““ coming iuto the best aavigable system at a
* place nmuch further west than would have
:: been obtamalleif the tirst contemplated line
.« had been followed out.  Those who choose to
.« 100}{ at the map will olserve that the first line
o wlugh we. h()L:e 1to 'tqk‘e,. w.ent: almost 1n a
. straight line from Kawministiquia to a placc
.. called Sturgeon Falls, this beingat the head
o of a long arm of Rainy Lake strecching north-
. castward, That route was found to be not |
. exactly impracticable, but expensive. The |
« line, asthe lion. gentleman says, was carried
“fl‘lrther to the northward, .but two-thi:ds of
o that, conntry, I:erhaps_consxsts of water, and
10 the vicinity of Rainy Lake, the country
. bo the north, in particular, is intersected by
. deep, wide channels. vhich reach either the {
.. €xact vicinity of the railway or very near it,
.. between Rat Portage, the crossiug of the !
.. Winnipeg River, and the end of the eastern
. oontract, a distance of one hundred and
“elght miles—what we may call the Central
o District of that region. No matter with
«. Whatspeed the road may be prosecuted, that
<« Part cannot be completed within four or tive
« Years; and, in the meantime, if this lock is
« linished, as I am informed it will be during
¢ “he coming season, we will be able to send
¢ OUr steamers to Rat Portage, and to the cast-
« &0 end of Rainy Lake during the season
« Mter next, and from that point to Lac des
«, Mille Lacs is a comparatively short distance,
« %0 that in a few years we will ba able to avail
. Qurselves of these most magnificent water
“ Btretcfxes connecting the two points which
€ railway would touch east and west.”
u All that took place in the delate on
. 13t occasion showed that it was the un-
ce"Standing of the House that, by the
a()‘lstruction of the locks at Fort Ff;mcis,
w‘; a very little additional expense there
y uld be unbroken water communication
om Port Savanne at the north east end of
¢ des Mille Lacs through to Rat Portage,
“the same debate My, Casey said :(—
“ WI:)Ire ;u;(lerstood the hon. Minister of Public
o 0 say, that the route would be used

to furnigh ra;
¢ rails from Port Sav
Other end of the road.” ’ ane to the

don, My, Murpherson,

<

26, 1878.] Lock. 79

The rails is one of the most serious ele-
ments in this question. There is no doubt
in my mind that the Minister of Public
Works believed at one time, that he could
utilize these water stretches for the trans-
port of rails and heavy freight required for
the building of the railway. He could not
havebeen then aware of the full consequen-
ces of the adoption of the northern location
or route; he could not havebeen aware that
it would cut Lim off absolutely and com-
pletely from using the water stretches.
Aunother evidence of this fact, to my mind
is, that had he not believed that he could
have connected from the western end of
thie Lake Superior section with the west-
ern sectionat Rat Portage through the
water stretchies, he would not have com-

"menced to build the latter section as it

will be of no use until the all rail road is
opened through, from Rat Portage to Lake
Superior. If that be the case, surely, the
Minister of Public Works would not have
commenced the building of the 136 miles
of the railway, incladed in the extension of
the Pembina Branch from Winnipeg to
Selkirk and the main line from Selkirk
to Rat Portage, as the rails required for
those 136 wmiles will have to be sent by
way of Duluth, and the Red River, at a
freight of fifteen dollars per ton. Those
136 miles of railway, with the sidings, will
require 100 tons of rails per mile, so that
the freight of the rails alone from Du-
futh will be $210,000, and this will have
to be paid long before the rails will be of
any serviceto the country. The additional
cost will probably be $225,000 or $250,-
000. What the Government should
have done, wasto have carried on the
grading simultaneously but have done
all the track laying from the -east,
carrying the rails with them as they
proceeded. In this way they would

| have saved this enormous freightage on
“ materials from Duluth to the Red River,

for the western section, that will be
unused until the connection with the
eastern section is completed. ~ To show
more couclusively, if it were possible to
do so, that the Government supposed they
could use the water stretches for trans-
porting heavy materials, I will quote
from the Scnale Debates a speech of the
Lon. the Secretary of State, in this House
on the 22nd of Feb., 1877, on & motion of
mine in relation to the Fort Francis Lock.
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*« The distance between Lake Superior and
¢ Winnipeg was about 408 miles all-rail route.
¢ Of this distance 228 miles were now under
<« contract. The tirst portion of the Jine from
¢« Fort William west to Lac des Mille Lacs, it
¢ was belicved from the information before the
¢ (fovernment, would he completed before the
¢« end of the present year. The distance from
¢ Lac des Mille Lacs to Rainy Lake was not
-¢ very great, and there were only two or three
““very short portages on that route. F¥rom
¢ Rainy Lake to Lake ofthe Woods, a couple of
“ hundred miles. * * * Then they had water
« and rail communicationfrlready described, east
¢ to Thunder Bay. There was a gap from Rat
¢ Portage to the westerly end of the contract
¢ leading from Fort William, of 180 miles, which
¢« was not under contract.  That scction would
¢ cost a very considerable amount of money,
¢ and the impression seemed to be that it would
¢ he desrable to provide this water way in
¢ order to save, at all events for some years,
¢ the expenss of constructing this 150 miles of
¢ railway, the cost of which was estimated at
£ .%30,000 to 240,000 per mile. The railways
“ now heing constructed would, of course, be
“ available when the 180 miles link was con-
¢ structed.  He wouldput it to the sense of the
<« House, whether it would not be better to
« utilize those water stretehes for some years,
¢ even at an expense of $200,000 or 300,000,
¢ than to incur the expenditure of six millions
¢« of doHars, and the postponement of commu-
¢ pication until this 130 miles of road were
¢« Wuilt, Although the Government had decided
¢« upon adopting an all-vail route they did not
¢ intend to pub the whole line under contract !
¢ at once.”

I quite agree with the hon. the Secre-
tavy of State that, if what he deseribed
could have been done for the amount
named, it would have been a very wise
and prudent expenditure, but T am afraid |
it could not have been accomplished for
anything like that sum. I lave here :
map of that country which, I think, will
tend to make the matter more plain to
the House. It shows the located line of
the railway, approximately, from Thunder
Bay, on lake Superior, to Selkirk, on !
the Red River. Tt shows Lac des Mille |
Lacs and the water stretehes hetween it
and  Rainy  Lake. It also shows Fort
Francis and Rainy River on through Lake
of the Woouds to Rat Portage. I have :
alveady stuted that the difference of level
between Lace des Mille Taes and Rainy
Lake is 400 feet. The difference between
Lac des Mille Laes and Lake of the
Woods is 30 feet.  The Premier, in the
oxtracet which I read to-day from a speech
of his, said the most formidable obstacle |
between lac des Mille Laes and Lake of |
the Woods was at Fort [Franci.  There |
would be, he said, a few short portages

Hon, Mr. Mucpherson.
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between Lac des Mille Lacs and Rainy
Lake, which would be easily overcome so
that the country might hope in a short
time to lave communication open for
steamers between Lake of the Woods and
Lac des Mille Lacs.  Hon. gentlemen, 1
think it will be a serious undertaking for
this country to ascend and descend the
100 feet from Lac des Mille Lacs to Rainy
Lake. The Minister of Public Works
stated that the only really formidable
obstacle was at Fort Francis, at which
place the fall to be overcome is only 23
feet.  Dut the reports of Mr. Dawson,
from which I have had this map prepaved,
show that instead of the fall of 23 feet at
Fort Francis being the most formidable
obstacle, it is almost the least formidable.
At Brule Portage, the fall is 46 feet; at
French Portage, 100 feet; at Pine and
Deux Rivieres Portages, 124 feet ;at Win-
degoostegoon, 9 féet; at Island Portage,
42 feet ; at Nemeukan Portage, 72 feet ;
and one at Bare Portage of 9 feet, making
altogether about 400 feet, Now, hon.
gentlemen, is it not our duty to enquire,
when such facts as these are recorded in
ofticial documents which were submitted
to the House (Mr. Dawson’s report of
1863, and Mr. Mortimer’s report) how it
wag possible, with all this information
within the reach of the Government—in-
formation that you would naturally sup-
pose they would have looked at—that
they conld have fallen into the error of
supposing that a communication for
steamers could have been established

“easily or at all between Rainy Lake and
. Lac des Mille Lacs, overcoming an ascent

of upwards of 00 feet — a greaterascent than
is overcome on the Welland (anal from
Lake Ontavio to Lake Eric!?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—TLere never was
any such intention.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—That is
the statement of the Minister of Public

- Works.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—That must have
been a misprint ; it must have Dbeen an
inadvertence.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON — The

Prime Minister, and the lion, Secrctary

cof State hiwmself, have stated frequently

that this communication could he easily
estabiished,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT— We Lave stated
that there are six portagesin that distance.
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Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON —Thereare
eight portages exclusive of Fort Francis.
The hon. Secretary of State himself, has
stated in this House, that .there are only
two or three very short portages, and
there would be great advantage in improv-
ing them, as they would be used for
some years to Rat Portage before the
section of 180 miles of raiiway between
Lac des Mille Lacs, and Rat Portage
would be constructed.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—That is my opinion
still. Eight portages I think is the
correct number.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON —The
number of portages is not material ;
the fall of 400 feet is what is material.
If by reducing the number of portages
You could diminish the number of feet of
fall, then importance would attach to the
Dumber of portages, but as a matter of
fact the number is eight. If the hon.
Secretary of State was correct in stating,
that the number was only two or three
and the difference in level only was re-
tained it would not have been of the
slightest, consequence, because it is the
difference in level that is the difference.

think the House will agree with me
that there is enough to call for an en-
quiry, This little plan which I have

ere, shows the route that was projected
Y Mr. Dawson from Thunder Bay to
the Narrows of Lake of the Woods. It
¥ent by Sturgeon Falls. The hon, Secre-
tary of State will probably tell me that
the route between Sturgeon Falls and
ke of the Woods is not practicable, It
43 never been surveyed, yet the route
Sontemplated by the present Government
Was from Thunder Bay to Sturgeon Falls,
a0d thence utilize the water stretch to
t Portage, two hundred miles of navi-
8ation

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Hear, hear.

geHozL Mr. MACPHERSON—The hon.
W_:ll]ﬂeman says “hear, hear ;” I hope he
L1 be able to show us how the country
. cfet the benefit of it now, for unless
does n Shov!r us that the difference of level
of n Itht exist, or that by some convulsion
des ;[ ure since this survey was made, Lac
broy ﬁlle Lacs and Rainy Lake have been
hou %ht to the same level, I cannot see
et ¢ route from Port Savanne is to be
onl tted by what I lLave stated. The
Y other report that I shall yefer to, is
Hon, Mr, M tpherson,
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that of Mr. Mortimer, the engineer who
was employed to make a sort of explora-
tory survey between the Red River and
Lake Superiov. It is Appendix B, of Mr.
Fleming’s report for 1877, and is dated
 Canadian Pacific Railway Otlice, January
1875.” 'The date must be an error; it
must have been 1876, because he seems to
have made the survey in 18?5. He des-
cribes the country as exceedingly rough.
‘Speaking of the Long Sault and Manitou
Rapids; between Lake of the Woods and
Fort Francis, hoth of which have to beim-
proved before any steamer can ascend to
Fort Francis, he says :—

“ The Manitou Rapids are the nextimped-
“iment ; they are short, falling suddenly.
¢ Unfortunately, the better chanucl li-s on the
‘“ American side, but a good one may be had on
‘ the Canadian shore by excivating 300 lineal
‘¢ feet of rock ; this excavation in some parts
“ may reach five feet.

‘“ 1t is very desirable these works should bs
¢ thoroughly complete, as this is the keystone
‘“ totheuninterrupted navigation from theNorth
““ West Angle to Fort Francis, a distance of
¢ 130 miles ; it can be obtained, however, only
““by a considerable expenditure. I estimate
¢ the fall of Manitou Rapids at about six feet.”

These rapids are below Fort Francis,
between Fort Francis and Lake of the
Woods. Another point worthy of con-
sideration is that this expenditure is made
upon a river which belongs equally to the
United States and ourselves and it is
undoubtedly trae that if the lock be of
service to anyone it will be to the Ameri-
cans. Mr. Mortimer describes each of
the portages, including Fort Francis. Of
Fort Francis portage, he says:—

‘“ Respecting Fort Francis, either of two
*“ plans may be adopted, the one, tramway the
* other, a system of locks. It will depend upon
‘“ the amount of freight and passengers expect-
‘“ to be carried through which ought to be used.
¢ I think the lake facilities at the Shebandowan
‘“end, even when improved, would hardly
¢ justify the expense of puttingin locks. Should
‘“the tratlic heareaft:r increase to such am
‘¢ extent as to makeit an object to use locks,
“1 believe it would pay, inasmuch as it would
‘“ allow the steamer, plying on the Rainy Lake
¢ and Lake of the Woods, to have uninterrupted
“navigation from the North West Augle to Kettle
““ Falls, a distance of 175 miles ; this will
‘“ depend on the amount of improvement on
‘“ the east-end.”

This was written on the 28th' of January
1876, and shows that Mr. Mortimer did not
consider the plan settled, and his report
was in possession of the Department of
Public Works anterior to the date at which
the works on the canal were resumed.

6
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Another improvement of considerable
ditticulty and cost has to be carried out at
the hiead of Rainy River Lefore vessels
can approach Fort Francis Lock, if vessels
should ever desire to approach it. M.
Mortimer confirms Mr. Dawson’s reports
on the portages and ditterence in level
between Fort Franeils and Lac des " Mille |
Lacs.  If the Minister had read those re-
ports he must have known that the obs- |
tacles were insuperable to navigation
between those points. The country on
the American side, although, I believe,
very rough and inhospitable, is unques-
tionably Letter than the country on our
side of Rainy Lake, which is unfit for
settlement. There is small timber upon
it which will be cut down and taken to
the mills at Fort Francis, but that busi-
ness does not require a lock. On Rainy
River, immediately after you pass Fort
Francis Portage, you get into a better
country, and, from what I could learn,
T should think there is a beltof an average |
-of five or six miles from the river inwards I
fit for settlement. But, hon. gentlemen, if
that conutry was all settled, no portion of |
the produce raised there would pass through
Fort Francis Lock, bacause the course of
trade would be down Rainy River
through the Lake ot the Woods, and so
on to Rat Portage to the railway. From
that point it would depend upon the
markets whether it would go east or west.
No portion of it would be taken upwards
through Rainy Lake. The moment you
come to Rainy Lake you would encounter
this barvier of 400 feet perpendicular,
which separates it from the railway at the
north-east end of Lac des Mille Lacs. If
the time should ever come, and it certain-
ly will not come during the existence of
any of the hon. gentlemen within hearing
of my voice, when the lock at Fort
Francis would be necessary, I think it
avould be bhetter to allow the United
States to build it, because it is they who
will be interested in it. Our interests are
not likely ever to require a lock at Fort
Francis. [ think both My, Mortimer
and Mr. Baillairge said, that to overcome
the Long Sault and Manitou Rapids, the
best way would be to build a dam, and
.dam the water back from the Long Sault
to the Manitou, so that one lock would be
sufficient. But the State of Minnesota is
on one side of the river, and Idon't know
how much of it would be submerged by
Hon. Mr, Macpherson,
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a dam. A question of some international
interest might arise. I feel very much
indebted to the House for listening
so patiently to my somewhat dry recital
of facts. I am very glad to see the hon.
gentleman from Lambton (Mr. Brown)
in his seat, and if he can say anything in
defence of the Government policy touched
by my motion, I shall be very gladtohearit.
I think the case formsa proper subject
for a committee to enquire what amount
of public money has been wasted in this
work. I think theGovernment, especially
the Minister of Public Works, was
anxious to place that part of the commu-
nication between Lake Superior and the
Red River under process of construction
as early and as rapidly as possible. I
have no doubt that was his wish, and
he may have thought he would not incur
much risk if he assumed that by building
the lock at Fort Francis communication
by the water stretches could begotthrough
from Sturgeon Falls to Rat Portage. He
may have commenced the expenditure un-
der such an impression, but why he
should have continued to build the Fort
Francis Lock after he had changed the lo-
cation of the railway so as to place the
eight or nine portages and the four hun-
dred feet of height between the railway
at Lac des Mille Lacs and Rainy River,
Fort Francis, and so rendered the utiliza-
tion of the lock in connection with the
railway altogether impossible, I cannot
understand. If the Government had said
to Parliament that they had believed the
best route was by Sturgeon Falls and the
water stretches, and in that belief
they had gone on and expended
$108,000 or $109,000 at Fort Francis,
which they afterwards found to be an un-
wise and useless expenditure, but well
meant ; but that as soon as they had dis-
covered that the lock could not be used at
all in connection with the railway, they
had suspended the works, stopped the ex-
penditure, and asked Parliament to over-
look their mistake, I certainly would have
been one of those to condone it. But to
persist in the expenditure as they had
done, after it was known to them thab
the work could not be utilized, was very
blamable. How the Prime Minister, who
is supposed to have given a great deal ©

attention to this subject, with all the in-
formation contained in Mr. Mortimer's
and Mr. Dawson’s reports before him, an
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all the machinery of the Department of
Public Works at his disposal, to ascertain
exactly the state of the country and what
could or could not be done, could have
been under any delusion, is a thing I can-
not understand.

Hon, Mr., SCOTT—I do not regret
that my hon. friend from Toronto has
!"‘Ought this subject before the House, as
1t enables us to remove a great deal of
the mystery with which it has been
shrouded by the hon. gentleman on this
and on former occasions, when he has
rought it up for “discussion. It is very
Wwell known that an appropriation was
Made last Session for expenditures on this
¢nal. At that time explanations were
fully given in this Chamber, and also in
Another place. In order that the House
May fully understand the position of
affairs, it will be well to go back to the year

874,  when the present Administration
ndertook the management of the affairs of
he country. At that time it was an-
Nounced that in view of the very great
®Xpense that would be entailed in an all-
rail route, the Government believed it was
!0 the interest of this country that Lake

Uperior and other water stretches, lying
etween that lake and the Pacific coast,
Should be availed of, to as great a degree
%S possible, to lessen the expense. Among
O‘t 1er points to which the attention of the

Overnment was directed, was the com-
Munication hetween Lake Superior and
. ake of the Woods. That portion of the

i)llte demanded their attention more at
);e moment than, probably, any other,
HC&use they found a very large and waste-
un dexpencht}n'e was being, at that time,
a:“gone in what was known as the
Year “on Road. The expenditure in the
as g’reCEd.mg the change of Govgrr}ment
d Ollar:ry little short of half a million of
Peopl” That amount of the money of the
Vasteq of this country was literally
Shov f. .There was nothing, in fact, to
Years Or 1t, and in the antecedent two
of }lalf\m 1872 and '73—a sum in excess
pareq ta million of dollars, I am pre-
Accoun g) show, by‘ reference to the public
valua), S Wwas entirely wasted. The only
. Houge ‘]3{ remnant that was. left, as the
on, enéllowsx from the evidence of an
COunt,%y eman who lately visited that
thur's T, was the road from Prince Ar-
ac deg ?&‘_]Img to Lake Shebandowan and
ille Lacs, and the road west-

on. Mr, Macpherson:
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ward from Lake of the Woods to Red
River. There were,in addition to the roads,
a couple of steamers, one on Rainy Lake
and the other on the Lake of the Woods.
There are also smaller tugs and boats
which are, I believe, of very little value
at the presant time. They were not very
valuable when they were constructed, and
fromn natural decay, they possess little if
any value now. The Government felt it
imperative that this expenditure should
be stopped at once, and they immediately
cancelled the then existing system of com-
munication by the Dawson Road. Up to
the end of 1873-4, I may say to the
House, a sum of $1,326,000, had been
expended upon that route. A small part
of that was advances made to Car-
penter, but, in the following year, in
closing up the old accounts of the Dawson
Road, we found a sum of $56,000 had to
be paid, which was more than the sum paid
to Carpenter for the part of the year 1873-4
after the present Government was formed;
80 my statement is practically correct, that
over one and a quarter millions had been
expended on the Dawson Route antecedent
to 1874. The Government felt that this
expenditure was unwarranted ; that the
great majority of the people who went to
Manitoba passed through the United
States. It would have been very much
cheaper for the Government of this
country to have paid the entire passage
money of people emigrating to the North-
west and sent them by way of Duluth,
than to maintain this Dawson Route, and
therefore it was that the Government felt
it their duty to cancel the then existing
arrangement, In locating the line of
railway between Lake Superior and Mani-
toba, the belief of the Government in 1874
and 1875—as has been shown in the
quotations produced by the mover of this
resolution—was, that a practicable route
would be found by way of Sturgeon Falls,
which is considerably south of the present
line. If hon. Senators will call to mind
the map of that country, they will find
that the present route runs north-west to
Savanne, where it intersects a river lead-
ing into Lac des Mille Lacs. The Daw-
son Road then bends south-westward
through a series of portages and small
lakes until it reaches Rainy Take.
Through Rainy Lake the navigation is
clear and uninterrupted to Rainy River.
There was this impediment at the point
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where the Fort Francis Lock is being
built, which prevented the passage of
boats to Lake of the Woods. Having
overcome this impediment and minor ob-
structions in Rainy River, communica-
tion would be uninterrupted to the North-
West Angle or at Rat Portage, the point
where the railway, which is being built
eastward from Selkirk, intersects the
Lake of the Woods. Soit was quite ap-
parent, looking at the map of the country,
that the removal of the slight obstructions
in Rainy River and the construction of a
lock at Fort Francis, at the outlet of
Rainy Lake, would give uninterrupted
navigation from the east side of Rainy
Lake to the North West Angle, a dis-
tance, I believe, of one hundred and sixty
or one hundred and seventy miles—I am
not sure of the exact distance. On the
belief, no doubt, that the road would
intersect the waters that flow into Rainy
Lake near Sturgeon Falls, this work was
commenced. In 1875 it was referred to
in the report of the Minister of Public
‘Works, and in that year a vote of the
House was asked for, and the sum of
&150,000 was placed in the estimates. I
mention this fact because my hon. friend
asks in his motion what authority there
was for this expenditure.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—That is
charged to the Pacific Railway.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—1It is quite true it
is under the head of Pacific Railway ex-
penditure, but it is put down specifically
for the Fort Francis Lock, and Parlia-

ment was advised of the c.aracter of the |

expenditure. At that time the belief was
that it could have been availed of in
facilitating the connection between the
then proposed terminus of the Pacific
Railway east of Rainy Lake, and the
Lake of the Woods. The House will re-
member that, last year, at the instance of
a member of the Committee who takes a
deep interest in this subject, Mr. Sandford
Fleming was brought before the Commit-
tee, and questioned as to why he changed
the route of the railway after public
opinion had centred upon the southern
line. Tt is quite natural that the southern
line, following to some extent the Daw-
son Road, would have been preferred, be-
cause it was in the line of what is known
as the water stretches. It gave this 170
miles of wuter communication, and it was
Hoa. Mr. Scott.
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a great object in the building of the
Pacific Railway that it could, on the east
side, reach those waters, and thus, for a
considerable period, have enabled us to
defer the construction of an allrail route
through to Manitoba.. Mr. Fleming, in
his evidence, from which I shall quote, in
reply to a question why the located line
was selected in preference to one by
Sturgeon Falls, said :—

‘“ We began by making surveys directly ons
‘‘ that line from both ends ; we spent a whole
‘“ season and the following winter and part of
‘“ the following year, but we failed to find a
*“ practicable line in the direction referred to,
‘“east of Rat Portage. We were driven to-
‘“look for a line further to the north.”

He then proceeds to show the difficulty:
of finding a practicable line either by
Sturgeon Falls or round by Rat Portage.
Mr. Macpherson, puts the question directly
to him.:—

‘“ Had you the country between Sturgeon
““Falls and Lake of the Woode thoroughly
‘“surveyed and explored ?”

To this Mr. Fleming replied :—

““Yes, we went in from both ends and had
‘“ explorations made, but the reports were so
‘“extremely unsatisfactory that we did not
‘“deem it advisable to make further surveys.
‘“ Instrumental surveys were continued, but
** we were driven off the direct line altogether.

““ Q. Did the explorations extend north and
“eouth over a considerable portion of the
¢ country 2—Yes ; they explored to the right
“ and left over a considerable area.

“ Q. Youspoke of Rat Portage as being the
‘““only place where the Lake of the Woods
¢“ could be crossed ?—The question of crossing
¢ the Lake of the Woods at arother point, by
‘“ a number of. islands, had been considered,
‘ but the expense would be very great indeed,
¢“ and the policy of crossing these wide stretches
‘¢ of water is very questionable.”

The evidence is all in the same direc-
tion. The Hon. Mr. Sutherland puts the
question.

““ Would not a line from Sturgeon Falls
‘‘ through the Narrows, to Winnipeg, be
““ much shorter?  Yes, if you could get a line.”

I put the question to him myself,
whether the surveys had been at all of a
character that might be called exhaustive,
and he replied “ yes.” I then asked him
if he was prepared to say no feasible line
could be found there, and he replied that
engineers were unwilling to admit that
anything was impracticablein engineering,
because money could force a passage
through almost any obstacle, but it was
on that ground alone he would not say
it was impossible. This was the year-
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,aftel‘ Parliament bhad voted $150,000
Or the construction of the lock, and the
Work had been undertaken. My hon.
s“eHd. admits if the Government, after
i‘I’;ﬁ‘ndmg $109,000, had abandoned the
Provements at this particular point,

€ would have approved of their action.
affe' Government took in the position of
wa'"’S thoroughly. They understood it
ould not have been practicable to avail
O:mselves of this particular water stretch
but,at}l,mmber of years as a through route,
ey believed it would help them to
evelope that portion of the country and
evﬁr‘l’:]uable for ﬁvg or six years, at all
ang 8, before the link between Savanne
One 1 at Pormge. could be completed.
tre Undred and eighty miles of the cen-
. ievggp are yet untouched, and it was be-
ot that these improvements, with the
€T stretches, would be of considerable

a i i
.ag:antage‘ They were not justified in
witﬁdomng entirely the communication

the North-West by the Dawson

ou :
te, on which so much money had been

e.wi)p elnded, simply because they felt it
ﬁvG“ d take another hundred and twenty-

olL Or one hundred and fifty thousand
eas?gls to complete this lock and render
ehe the navigation of Rainy River.
ren On. gentleman did not make any re-
n:e to the probable sum that would
impmiess‘dry for the completion of this
or “ment. Last year the sum asked
oA 875,000, and” this year, I believe,
amount ig brought down to $10,000.

beﬁ‘m' Mr. MACPHERSON—I do not
'Pletege the improvements can be com-

on the scale proposed for $500,000.
mere‘{“- Mr. DICKEY—The $10,000 is
Y for the Fort Francis Lock.

'Vote((l)n]; M. SCOTT—Yes. The sums
Were $y15pglgaament directly for this work
1876, whia 0
Wateg, e

aug’g:t. Mr. MACPHERSON—T would
exp:n ' that the hon. gentleman give the
o lture rather than the estimates.

pen dit[:r Mr. SCOTT—The absolute ex-
o Orke’ as I have got it from the Pub-
be $22753 Department, up to date, would
oo 'd’OOO’ less certain moneys that
aciﬁzaﬁ out of that sum towards the
2 bals ailway, some $10,000. There is
~¢e on hand at the present time, of

20,000, anq
WO, plant to the value of $18
Hon, My, Seott, -

fe

, in 1875; $75,000, in
also appeared in the esti-
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000, which, I believe, can be readily sold
for that money.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—It will
be altogether worthless by the time the
canal is completed.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—This would reduce
the actual amount expended to $184,000.
If this is really the case, and by the ex-
penditure of an additional $10,000 we
are going to avail ourselves of that stretch
of water from Rainy Lake to the North
West Angle, I think the Government are
quite justified in exercising their judg-
ment in going on with the work, even
though it were not to form an important
link in the communication with the North-
West, and, I haveno doubt, my hon. friend
would have been one of the first to cen-
sure the Government if, after spending
$110,000, they had abandoned this work
and allowed it to go to decay. The Go-
vernment believe they have built a useful
work there ; one that will be of permanent
value. It is notlike a road that can be
worn out, or the boats which are now
lying up, rotting and perfectly worthless.
This country has spent a large sum of
money on the Dawson route for which
there is very little to show. The present
Government stopped that expenditure and
tried the experiment of keeping it open by
contract. Mr. Carpenter undertook it for
$75,000 a year, but even that was too
extravagant, and it was found impossible
to force travel by that route. When this
large expenditure in connection with the
Dawson Road was going on, the hon. gen-
tleman did not feel it his duty to ask the
House to make an enquiry if this money
was properly expended. I may mention,
this sum voted for the improvements on
Rainy River was entirely expended by
days’ work and not by contract.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON— Hear,
hear !

Hon. Mr. S8COTT—The hon. gentle-
mwan says “ hear, hear ;” T believe the late

Government did endeavor to build the
boats by contract, but it was found quite
impossible in that remote region to get
contractors to take them at a reasonable
price. We know in a country where it is
so difficult to bring in supplies no contrac-
tor could arrive at an estimate of what it
would cost to carry on work, and for that
reason the Government decided to build
the Fort Francis Lock by days’ work. The



86 Fort Francis
hon. gentleman does not bring any charge
against the Government, in a corrupt
sense. All he says is the Minister of
Public Works did not fairly and justly
estimate the loss (from the hon. gentle-
man’s point of view) that it would be to
this country to go on with that expen-
diture ; that when he concluded to deflect
the line of railway north and this com-
munication would not be in the line of the
railway, he should have abandoned this
work after the expenditure of %110,000,
and let it go. The Government thought
differently.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON — And
spend $500.000.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—The hon. gentleman
criticises us for expending money in com-
pleting a work, which we believe will be
of considerable importance, not only to
that section, but to the whole of the
North-West, I am advised that the land
along Rainy River, is of a very superior
character ; that already a very consider-
able population has gone in there ; that
in thelast two or three years, some two or
three hundred persons have settled there;
that the Department of the Interior have
laid off several townships, and it is quite
evident the country has considerable
attraction for Immigrants. Another of
the advantages that, I am*® advised, will
flow from the completion of those works—
though my hon. friend appears to doubt
it very much—is that it will afford an
avenue for the bringing in of sawn lum-
ber into the North-West. At the present
time, as hon. members know, the prices
for lumber in Manitoba and the North-
West are quite high. I think clear stuff
is worth about £50 a thousand, and in-
fericr boards sell for 220 per thousand.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS— Where? At

|SENATE.]

Winnipeg 1
Hon. Mr, SCOTT—Yes; I was read-:
ing in a Manitoba paper and found that |
was the price. ‘
Hon. Mr. ATKINS —You can get
clear lumber at Winnipeg for $25 to %30
per thousand.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—In "a Manitoba
paper, which I have now before me, the
price of clear lumber is put down at $50
to $55.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS--That must be

seasoned lumber.
Hon, Mr., Scott.

Lock.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—It is quite obvious
that the price of lumber in that country
is very high, and that this communica-
tion will enable parties to bring lumber
through Rainy River down to the North-
‘West Angle, and thence by rail to Mani-
toba and the North-West.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS—From the State
of Minnesota.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—It comes from
Minnesota now, and the facilities for
transporting it will be greatly increased
by the construction of this work, and if we
can give cheap lumber to our own people
it will be of advantage to them no matter
where it comes from.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON —Minne-
sota will derive all the benefit if there is
any.

Hon, Mr. SCOTT—A gentleman in
the Department of the Interior informs
me that there is a thousand millions of’
feet of lumber in the country north and
north-west of Rainy Lake, and the outlet
for that lumber would be by Lake ot the
Woods and the railway west from Kee-
watin. If that is the fact, I am clearly of
the opinion—and I am sure any gentleman
who looks at this question without preju-
dice will arrive at the same conclusion—-
it was much better for the Government
to have gone on with the improvements
after having commenced them than to
abandon them, in view of the two argu-
ments I have mentioned, that is, the popu-
lation now settled on the fertile lands in
the valley of the Rainy River, and the
large amount of lumber available on the
north and north-west of Rainy Lake,
that will have to be taken out by this
route. I do not think it is necessary for
me to advert to the report of the Minister
of Public Works, although I have a copy
in my hands, in which attention is called
to this particular work. It cannot be al-
leged, as it has been insinuated, that the
Government built it without proper autho-
rity from Parliament, because the autho-
vity T have already quoted, and the vote
appears in the estimates for an amount at
least equal to the present expenditure.
The hon. gentleman had knowledge of the
inception of this work and did not then
take means to call attention to it. The
hon. Senator from Toronto, (Mr. Aikins
did call attention to it, but weunt n
further than to enquire how fast the wor
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Was progressing. At that time it would
have been within the divect line of railway
COmmunication as then proposed. I have
1o objection to a Committee of this House
ollowing up the enquiry, although it is a
Yery unusual proceeding. It is un-
doul)tedly a sort of censure on the Govern-
ment, hecause the information sought is
available in the blue bapks issued from
thne to time by the Department of Public
MVorks, and the usual way of getting such
IMormation is to call for reports, rather
than ¢ appoint a body of gentlemen to
aSsume the right of interfering with a
Work which the Government is super-
Vising, It is a very unusual proceeding,
to Say the least. Before the C.mmittee
18 struck, T will probably desire to make
& few observations as to how that Com-
Mittee ought to be formed. Last year,
When a committee, somewhat similar to
this, wag being formed, I took the ground
that the Government ought at least to be
Tepresented on that committee by a
Mayjority of members. I am quite aware
that that view was not approved of by the
Touse ; that some hon. members who
SPoke on the subject, took the view that
1@ feeling of the majority of the members
O this Senate should be represented
Tather than the Government. [ do not
think, iy a matter of this kind, where it
15,10 douhg, 5 subject into which a good
Pal of political bias enters, that it is quite
b::r Or proper that the Executive should
Judged by a hostile committee, and,
hile I should be the last to accuse any
agtn‘ gentleman in this Chamber of being
teeuat?d by a hostile feeling on a commit-
Or"tsmn, where the committee is avowedly
'€ purpose of casting a reflection on the
"nistration, it is but reasonable to sup-
» Unwittingly, gentlemen unfavor-
same c(}he GpVemment would come to the
in tmdunﬂusm.ns as the hon. Senator who
this Chce tlu.s motion. The practice in
Practic amber iy based, I believe, on the
Pract; ‘e n the Hous.e of Lords. The
ors ("e n Fhat body is, \.Nhere five mem-
Struckesme 1t, the committee should be
by thé House.
say i?xn. M. MCLELAN——I would just
the hmfmsmechon with the observations of
me gren ecretary of State, it woulfl afford
mittze at Ipleasure to be left off this com-
Some <. would ask the Fiouse, that
other name be substituted for mine,

may not be in a position to give that
on. Mr, Scott, P &
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time and attention to the enquiry that
the hon. Secretary of State would desire.
Whatever selection may be made, I hope .
that the committee will be able to clucidate
all the facts in this case. I confess, from
the statements made by my hon. friend
from Toronto, there appear a good many
things that are hard to understand or
believe in connection with this matter,
and T trust the committee will carefully
investigate it and report the facts to the
House. The hon. Sccretary of State, in.
his remarks, has reminded us again, as he
has at other times done, of the cost of the
Dawson Route, He tells us that road
cost something like £1,250,000, and that
the Government felt it their duty to
abandon it and send all the passengers
going to the North-West, through the
United States.

Hon, Mr. SCOTT—We leased it for

two years.

Hon. Mr. McLELAN—The vemark of
the hon. gentleman was that they found
it cheaper and better to send them all by
the United States. The hon. gentle-
man  forgets, perhaps, there was
a time when this road was an abso-
lute necessity, not only for the earlier im-
migrants, but to take in the men into the
North-West that were necessary for the
protection of life and property on the Red
River, and to preserve that country to the
Dominion. I refer to the time when we
sent troops to Fort Garry, and when the
| United States refused to let them pass
through any portion of their territory. I
gather from the remarks of the hon. Sec-
retary of State, that he maintains that had
the railway been built upon the line first
proposed, this lock at Fort Francis would
have given uniuterrupted navigation for
160 miles, and furnished water communi-
cation between the two ends of the rail-
way.  Now, supposing this to be the
fact, we can see, perhaps, there was some
reason for an expenditure to connect thé
two sections of railway that were being built
but, if you admit that, then when the lo-
cation of the railway was moved turther
north, and put in such a position as to °
render the lock at Fort Francisuseless, un-
less the obstructions mentioned by the
hon. Senator from Toronto were removed,,
why did the Government continue the ex.
penditure. The hon. gentleman (Mr.
Macpherson) had shown that the lock
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would overcome only twenty-three feet of
the rise and fall between the two ends of
the railway, leaving something over 400
feet untouched. The hon. Secretary of
State has quoted from the evidence of Mr,
Sandford Fleming to give a reason why the
railway was moved further north. I ask
the hon. gentleman to guote Mr. Flem-
ing, if he can, recowmniending the continu-
ation of expendituve upon this Fort Fran-
cis Lock. I ask him to quote Mr. Flem-
ing, if he can, ever having recommended
the construction of this lock. The hon.
Senator from Toronto tells usthat hecannot
findinany of the papersany recommendation
by any engineer for the expenditure upon
that work. I havebeenequally unsuccessful
in my search and, I think, surely in the
building of the Pacific Railway and its
connections, when they had a chief engi-
neer employed—a man standing at the
head of his profession in this country—it
was but justice to have his recommenda-
tion for so large an expenditure as it is
shown has been made and is yet necessary
for the completion of that work. The
hon. Secretary of State has abandoned
his previous position, that the Fort Fran.
cis Lock is a necessary part of the Pacific
Railway, and he drops down to the trans-
portation of lumber from Rainy Lake, on
the ground of the high price that is paid
for lumber in some parts of the North
West. The hon. gentleman ought to
know something of the prices paid for
lumber in that section of the country. I
find the Government are paying for lum-
ber used on the Pacific Railway, $100
per thousand, and I think it is necessary
in some way or other to reduce the price.

Hon. Mr. SKEAD—Is it cubic or
board measure?

Hon, Mr. McLELAN—Board measure.

Hon. Mr. SKEAD—I should like to
see such a state of things existing here.

Hon. Mr. McLELAN—Now let us
see if there can be any advantage to the
country fiom the construction of this lock
at Fort Francis, and not only of the lock,

. but of the section of railway they are now
engaged upon. The hon. Senator from
Toronto has quoted a number of speeches
delivered by the Secretary of State, and
by the Premier, on different occasions, all
tending to this point, that for very many
years the intervening link of 180 miles
shall not be built by the Dominion. In

Hon. Mr. McLelan,
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fact, the Secretary of State told us last
year they did not propose to build it at
all.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—As a government
work.

Hon. Mr. McLELAN— Yes, as a
government work ; that, having built
these two ends, #hey propose to rest there
and see if a company could not be formed
to build the remainder of the Pacific Rail-
way.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Under the Act.

Hon. Mr. McCLELAN-—In answer to
Mr. Campbell, he said at all events it
would be some six or seven years before
they would undertake it. Now, suppose
the 228 miles under contract were built,
and, with all the obstructions that the
hon. Senator from Toronto has shown to

exist on the water communication, I ask
| what possible advantage can that be to the
| people of this Dominion ¥ What possible
E advantage can the expenditure of
| 36,000,000,— that is about the amount
t given by the hon. Secretary of State and
 the Premier—upon the railway be to this
country ! We do not know when a con-
! nection between the two ends of this road
| will be established, and without that
through connection there can be no traftic.
Why, what does the Premier himself say
in respect to the country through which
the line runs? He says, 'in one of his
speeches :—

“ We have under contract 224 miles of rail-
“ way from Lake Superior to Red River, the
¢ largest portion of which is through a country
< never before trod by the foot of man, except
“ the Indians, ‘iludsOn Bay hunters and our
‘¢ own enginecrs,

That is the country into which,108 miles
onone end and 116 on the other, they
are running a railroad at a cost of
$6,000,000. I wish to call attention to
the fact that it is admitted by the Premier
himself, that they are expending this
€normous sum in running a railway into &
wilderness wholly uninhabited by white
men. .

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—It npever
will be settled.

Hon. Mr. McLELAN.—Now, if that
be the character of the country, and if
there be obstructions, forming 400 feet of
a rise and fall, independent of the 23 feet
at Fort Francis, to the water communica”
tion, I ask the House where is the com-




Fort Francis

;‘;On‘sense in spending this enormous sum
at Works which must be idle and useless,
all events, until the 180 miles link is
:)ut In, and worse than useless, because
ey will vot and decay. I was speaking
o the prices they are paying for the lum-
er ﬂ{ey are putting into that road. The
*emier claims credit because it is being
t;“lt at a less cost per mile than the In-
’ reolonial rajlroad. The reason of that
S, Where we had the best masonry that is
iz © found on any road on this continent
& our piers, culverts, abutments, bridges,
ti;’bzhey have built all theirs of logs and
Ny T trestle work. Perhaps the Premier
igy think it is equally good, but I men-
caxfb:;he fact to show that no comparison
two established between the cost of the
of StTOads. I ha:ve gone over the number
roadl'llctures of timber on the 228 miles f)f
th under contract, and I find the cost in
: © schedule for abutments, bridges, cul-
erts and other wood work is over$800,000.
N : all know? by the system under which
v Y are building, the cost will exceed
at is put down here. It is not built as

. ﬁ Intercolonial railroad was, but at
Schedule rates, and you may safely put
’t:::m the cost of wood and wooden struc-
on s at $1,000,‘000. Now, you have not
of Y an expenditure on ordinary railway,
$6,000,000, but you have one-sixth of
‘pe?; Of.wood._ Taking seven years as the
pemodin which they will make the con-
Ction, this road will be almost worthless

::}i.the end of that period. Let us gointo
Ytle calculation as to what the result of

;}m Will be. You have $6,000,000 ex-
of 1 ‘5_‘;1 upon the construction of 228 miles
Whig}ll road running into a country upon

orn the foot of white man never trod
Which i*;he _engineers went there, and
what | '];f'r.ushes no local traftic. Now,
upon u"‘?‘llty for interest does that bring
which 8t At the rate of five per cent,
vear an:l‘)}ley costs us, it is $300,000 a
expe’n q“ if it is to be worked at all, the
cost (;fe will be very great. Why, the
the the Intercolonial railway during
Shallp:,st Year was $1,661,000. What
298 In? put down for the working of this
Separatl €S, and remember it is in two
runniy e2 sections, increasing the cost of
third 8% Shall we say one-half or one-
One-thql that amount?” If we put it at
the 221%;“1, it will be $500,000 for working
bary miles of road running into that

en and forsaken country. You have,
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then, $300,000 a year as the cost of these
pieces of railway. Now, I ask the House
where is the traffic to come from? Where
are the advantages to compensate this
country for an expenditure of $800,000 a
year, or half of that sum, or even a dollar
of it? I find in the report of Mr. Mor-
timer, already quoted by my hon. friend
from Saugeen, in which he speaks of the
Dawson Route—and it will be borne in
mind, it is proposed to utilize a large por-
tion of the Dawson Route in the water
stretches connection. e says:—

« From my own personal observation, it is
“ not possible, without a very large expend-
“¢ jture, to pass more than six tons of freight
¢ per day over the road.”

Now, with the additional obstructions
to the line that exist upon that portion of
the route, added by the change of location
—additional portages and 400 feet of rise
and fall—I think you will find that it is
not possible with any expenditure to pass
anything like six tons of freight per day
over that route. Nobody will maintain
for a moment there can be any local traffic
there; it must be all through freight, and
if you can pass even six tons of freight
per day over the road, what is that to pay
its working expenses? We had the state-
ment made by an hon. member from
Manitoba, that there would not be a
single man or a ton of freight pass over
the water stretch route if it were com-
pleted te-morrow, because there is a free
and unbroken all-rail route by the United
States, and I believe the House is satisfied
there ‘would not. You have, therefore,
the whole $800,000 standing against you,
and no return, and at the end of seven
years, even though it stands that long, the
wood-work, to the value of $1,000,000 in
the railroad will, in the main, have to be
renewed. This, then, is the position of the
matter as it appears by the information
before us. Six millions of the people’s
money is being spent on the construction
of two widely separate pieces of road that
it is not proposed to connect for six or
seven years—in fact, not at all by the Gov-
ernment. This cost involves in seven
years a further sum, in interest and work-
ing expenses (supposing anything so sur-
prising as the working ot it) of at least
five millions of dollars, and at the end of
seven years, another million in renewals
—altogether, a sum of twelve million dol-
lars, for which there can be no possible
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return, none whatever, until all-rail con-
nection be made through. The hon,
Secretary of State gives us the authority
for the expenditure, the vote by Parlia-
ment of the money; but supposing they
had asked and obtained the money, surely,
when the facts were known, when the en-
tire worthlessness of the scheme became
apparent on examination and survey, they
should have stopped proceedings and saved
the country’s mouney. I, therefore, support
the hon. Senator’s motion, but have to
ask that another name be substituted for
mine on the committee.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON-—I would
suggest the name of Mr. Macfarlane, in-
stead of Mr. McLelan.

The resolution was changed as suggested
by the mover.

Hon. My. BROWN—I confess, hon.
gentlemen, that so fir as I am personally
concerned, I exceediugly rejoice that this
discussion has been brought on. For some
years I have not taken a deep personal in-
terest in public affairs, and I have only a

very general knowledge of what has been :

proceeding those years. I have been no-
ticing very violent attacks that have been
made upon the Government with regard
to this work of late, with some apprehen-
sion. T read a pamphlet, which was sent
broadeast over the country, with regavd
to this very work, and I got an idea
there had been something frightfully
wrong with respect to this part of the
Pacitic Railw :y scheme.
Hon. My, CAMPBELL—So there is.

Hou. Mr. BROWN—TI found in that
pamphlet something like this: —

* Is it possible that he (Mr. Mackenzie) did
““not know that to connect Rainy Lake with
““ Lac des Mille Lacs, for the purposes of navi-
‘“ gation, 400 feet perpendicular have to Dbe
‘“overc'me? Did Mr. Mackenzie know that
“the work he sp ke of accomplishing in ‘a
“ few years” and ‘yeara before’ the railway is
““ completed between Port Savanne and Kee-
““ watin (Rat Portag-) involveld the construc-
¢¢ tion of canals through seven miles or more of
¢ rock, and the building of forty locks, each of
““ ten feet lift 2’

“ When declaring it to be the policy of the
‘¢ Government to carry out this stupendous un-
¢ dertaking, surcly 1t was Mr. Mackenzie's
*“ duty to tell the coun'ry how many millions
¢ it would cost to construct the canals and the
““forty. locks required to enable ‘steamers’
‘“from Rainy Lake to ascend four hundred
‘¢ feet to the top of the hill whereou Lac des
¢ Mille Lacs reposes,”

Hon, Mr, McLelan,
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Well, siv, it was very alarming. DMil-
lions upon millions to be expended on
this work with, the hon. gentleman de-
clared over and over again, no object.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON-—Quite
true.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—Tle hon. gentle-
man says it is *“ quite true.” I have not-
iced his specch to-day. I have watched
every word which fell from him. I have
heard what fell from others, and I confess
the whole thing oozed away like the soft
breezes that come to our ears on a sum-
mer evening. Itis hard to tell what the
hon. gentleman has to complain of against
the Administration in this matter. It
turns out that instead of millions bheing
involved, the whole amount expended on
this work has been $180,000.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON — No,
£227,000.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—The hon. gentle-
man says ‘“$227,000.” That is the cha-
I racter of the figures I find in this pam-
'phlet. The hon. gentleman insists that
. the amount is $227,000, though it is

lonly this moment the hon. Secretary of
State, who ought to be believed by this
Chamber, made deductions from the
amount which brought it down to $180,000.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON I stated
that the expenditure was 8163,662 to the
30th of June last. That is what appears
in the Public Accounts.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—The hon. gentle-
man said that, it is quite true, but he said
he had not the last six months’ expend-
iture, and he had no doubt there were very
large sums to be added to it. He asks
how much has been paid up to this
moment, and the Secretary'of State gives
the amount, and says deductions bring it
to $180,000. Now, donot let us go away
from the point. The matter we have
under discussion is the expenditure of
&1380,000 for a public work which the
Premier believed in his heart was neces..
sary in the interest of the country to fultil
the bargain that was made with our fel-
low colonists in the great North-West.
The hon. gentleman says: “I have no.
doubt Mr. Mackenzie wished to do this,
and to do it as soon as possible ”; and so,
for an expenditure of $180,000, which
was gone about with this honest intention,
which was submitted to Parliament from
the very first, and obtained the approval




Fort Franeis

Of the PQO
mont]y a

Sixpence
the 1§

ple’s representatives month after
nd Session after Session; every
of which has been endorsed by
gent] )0“38, by.this Senate, and by the hon.
zivs Cman himself, we are asked to
;n(f i‘) Committee to overhaul this matﬁer,
initg efore the thing has been enquired
cou r’xt‘f]e have had it sent abroad to the
triod ';}’\qnd‘ the hon. gentleman has
this iVO do it in his speeches here—that
" 18 0ne of the greatest jobs—

on. Mr. MACPHERSON—Blunders.
dei{’?ll- Mr. BROWN—He says blun-
tha}; ltO{lay, and I no not blame him
'€ tries to use more parliamentary

anoys.
to (flldge. T accept the language he uses
Y, but it is entirely different from

\Vhat

e Appears in this pamphlet, which has
n

Sent to England and over the country
Ousands of copies, not as a blunder,
Omething very much stronger.

Hon. My, MACPHERSON —Yes.

ut s

he on. Mr, BROWN-—I lave never
ard sueh g tribute to the character of

an s . .
OY Administration who honestly desired

as 40 what they could for their country,
5 what the hon. gentleman has read
€6 to-day.

0% Mr, MACPHERSON — OL!

oh |

K H‘gn. Mr. BROWN—TIt is so; I don't
report,a case. The hon. gentleman read
Slowj]after report, speech afler speech,
chane lg{ th.at .the Govgrnment _ even
iInpr( th?ll‘ minds on this from time to
QtllelllAl“r-ISI‘l it h.ad been' the case with
When (ministrations. This Gove_rnm'ent,
whet] ,a doubt came across .then"mmds
eSitaltz they were proceeding rightly,
Vet th (ll before going forward any further,

& com ]IOI}. gentleman complains of this.
in NowPiained of the stoppage of work

Ovembey_

notHc%n' Mr. MACPHERSON—I did
ewu?llgl‘dln of the stoppage, but that
OrX Was proceeded with,

mun er. BROWN—The hon. gentle-
Vembey the work was stopped in No-
fancy and resumed in April. Well, T
1S generally stopped in that
November, and commenced
spring.  Canit be forgotten
posve‘:f}y th}S Administration came into
came V;"tth“ 1t be forgotten that they
Whicl 1th a burden thrown upon them
has been horne by few Ad-
Hon, My, Brown,
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ministrations in any country in the
world!  They came with a pledge
to a handful of people in British

Columbia, that a great road—probably,
as the hon, gentleman has said, costing
something like %100,000,000—should be
commenced within two years, and finished
in ten. They were called upon to fulfil
the bargain that was made. The hon, gen-
tleman talks about there being no estimate
or survey of this lock. He knows he voted
thisbargain through. His friends proposed
it and he helped them to put it through
without any estimate, or survey or know-
ledge of what it was to cost the country.
We were committed to the building of
that road let it be £100,000,000 or 2200,-
000,000. The present Government have
endeavoured honestly to fulfil that bargain,
while completing those grand canals we
are building and which will be mouuments
to this country which few other countries
possess ; while completing the Intercolonial
Railway, (which was carried by the
hon. gentleman’s own friends away round
the coast, hugging the water, instead of by
the North Shore, which was offered to be
done fora bonus of $8,000,000, but which
now costs the country $22,500,000.)—
yet, the hon. gentleman thinks that those
i who are to complete all that, are tobe
! trought to the bar of public opinion
i’ because this blunder (as he calls it) was
ccommitted. I say itis no blunder. It is
quite clear it has been done with a com-
plete understanding of what they were
about. But even it it had been a blunder,
it was not from the lips of that lon.
gentleman, or any reasonable man, to
bring a charge against this Administra-
‘tion that they deserved punishment for.
- It might be a thing to be regretted. It
! might be a thing for the hon. gentleman
| to bring to the House and say “in the
: midst of this enormous work these men,
brought into this position with an immense
burden upon them, it is to be regretted,
erred.” I consider it extraordinary
for men to carry on for five years those
great public works, and bring them to the
point they have now reached, and that so
little can be said against them by the
Opposition. 1 do not blame their oppon-
ents for looking so closely into such
matters, I would let the hon. gentlemen
bring their committees,» make niotions,
and conduct their enquiries as fully as
possible. I do not recollect in my career

I
i
|
i
!
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—and 1 have watched the progress of
these provinces for 35 years—an admin-
istration which could as readily seek an
enquiry into their proceedings as the hon.
gentlemen who now hold the treasury
benches. The hon. gentleman seems to
think no improper expenditures have ever
been made in the past. I recollect when
his friends were in power the Chats Canal
was commenced. The first vote asked for
was $75,000, and the expenditure went
on from year to year until it reached
$480,000. And where is it now ? It
stands as & monument of the utter in-
-capacity of the hon. gentleman’s friends
for conducting business.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL-—What has
that got to do with this ?

Hon. Mr. BROWN—Yet the hon.
gentleman talks of $180,000 for this
great work, which if the country is ever
to be anything, ought certainly not to be
thrown aside. I confess, having been away
so long from ' public life, I am de-
lighted almost with what has taken place
tonight. It shows we have passed away
from those old times when the hon. Sena-
tor and hLis friends were in office, from
the days of the Baby job, the piers and
bridges and other works down the St.
Lawrence. One hundred and eighty
thousand dollars! Why, a million dollars
was thought nothing of then ! If you could
bring back old Baby to listen to this de-
bate, he would think we had got into the
most virtuous days ever heard of. Cer-
tainly, in his days such things were never
thought of. One hundred and eighty
thousand dollars for constructing a great
work, conducted by day’s labor, and going
on, with all sorts of investigations being
called for ! In those days—no one knows
better than the hon. gentleman—they
scorned even to ask the consent of Par-
liament to large expenditures. They gave
a contract out for $30,000, and took a
vote for that amount, and then, next
year, when the Public Accounts came
down there was probably $500.000 ex-
pended, of which $470,000 had never
been voted by Parliament. The hon.
gentleman surely does not mean to say
that when the Government come down
and propose a scheme to Parliament, and
that passes both Houses without objection,
and then come down next year, report the
progress they have made, and ask for more

Hon. Mr. Brown.
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money until the enormous sumof $180,000
is expended to the present day, thatan
investigation is necessary. Does the hon.
gentleman mean to say, with all the fig-
ures in these books, with the pile of vol-
umes before him, with an amount of in-
formation with regard to this work, which
you would scareely find in connection
with the Intercolonial Railway in all the
years the hon. gentleman’s friends were
building it, that he has not information
enough ? If he wants information how is
it he goes to work to write all these pam-
phlets and comes here and tells us all he
does? The hon. gentleman and the hon.
Senator from Kingston, and my hon.
friend from Toronto (Mr. Aikins) went a
journey to see this work, and they come
down and they tell us their experience,
and yet they want more than that personal
experience gives. They come and bring
up their personal experience, and repre-
sent this as something extraordinary,
but when closely examined, it appears to
be one of the most correct and cavefully
and economically done things I ever
heard of. I do not intend to detain the
House long upon this point. It appears
to me the whole thing lies in a nutshell.
I do not speak of the very able and
straightforward, and, it appeared to me,
very complete answer given by the Secre-
tary of State; but, taking the statement of
the hon. gentleman himself, it is perfectly
clear that the whole thing arose in the
most natural way—that the railroad was
originally intended to be run in a differ-
ent line from that which is now taken.
The hon. gentleman says—“ why didn’t
they wait and send engineers ¥’ I sup-
pose with all these enormous public works
on hand, there was an immense demand
for all these posfessional men. The Pre-
mier could not have gone himself to see it.
He could only trust to such information
as he could obtain, and it is evident he
took the earliest opportunity to proceed
with the work. 'We were pledged to con-
struct a railway to that North-West Ter-
ritory and draw immigratien there as soon
as possible. All the difficulty seems to
have arisen about that central link, which
seems to be so costly, and to require such
a long time to execute it that it appeared
to stand in the way of getting direct com-
munication between these Provinces and
Maniteba. What more natural than that
he should use those water-courses as far as
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°Z“1? Possibly be done? I think both
Sentefjs agreed to that. The House con-
adopt, dto 1t, at all events, and it was
oWy et - Then, the whole thing comes
the lh 0 this: the hon. gentlemen says, if
he yw ad stopped after spending $110,000,
it is ould not have blamed them. Well,
Were only 870,000 more, even though it
e nerror of judgment. The hon. gen-
man shakes his head.
bellfe‘;n- Mr. MACPHERSON—T said I
foreegllebh}nde}'will amount to$500,000
finisheq. € thing is done. Tt is not nearly
Hon. My, BROWN_—The hon. gentle-

nay jg v P
in my ery unbelieving. Now, I have got

Ye . .

‘ ‘9:1', 'R which I find the following:—

© Tock excavation of the lock-chamber is

g’ Completed. The timber for the gates
© obtained during the winter.”

ment,went to the Public Works Depart-
s to-day, to find out something about
o Work,‘ and was informed by one of

Ve P"ﬁfessmnal men engaged on it, that
0‘;}; lttle more money will be required

W Mplete it—that the rock excavation

S almost finished.

glon. Mr. MACPHERSON—What is
€ depth of the lock ?

H ] _
rePOI(')tn:o,al;I;;ERO\VN——Here is what the

€

. near]
* will

tiv8able water of Rainy Lake with Rainy

Riv

eolxz:i; and the Lake of the Woods, making a

“the N;’r‘;;llswr’lavigation, from Kettle Falls to

“ feet depu{oft;{::%le’ of 164 miles, with 7

Withotnh' Mr. MACPHERSON—T state

not b ¢ Most perfect confidence, that can-
done for £500,000.

gentﬁ::r'l aM“‘_ BROWN——Then, the hon,
million. = Will see, if it will cost half a
Oand 1t is not wise to spend that

. en this work—it will not be spent,
) Ol"erl}:!nent come to the House
on, »1et him vote nay ; but let the
ime %f}lllsieman not talk of $£500,000 at a
only g70 ¢ 069 expenditure has really been
Willing S}’I more than he says he was
ad Stop 0(‘1‘1‘1 have been expended if they
the Go‘,epe the“} It appears to me that
WiSe]y ?ment in this have acted most
gent]e;nan'c‘lmse, admitting, as the hon.
en With( oes, thftt this work was under-
good of ¢}, the belief that it was for the
or the ° W}l_()l@ Dofninion and necessary
B acfic Railway, that it was

on. Mr. Brown.
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honestly and rightly gone about, I say it
would have been folly to have stopped at
$110,000, when the connection between
these two great water stretches will be
made for the people who settle there, at
any rate. How would it have done to
have left the works in the middle to
decay? I say it was far wiser to go on,
even for the use of the people who go in

there.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL —There never
will be any settlers there,in all probability.

Hon. Mr. BROWN-—_The hon. gentle-
man says there will never be any settle-
ment there * in all probability.” I was
' told that when I came to Canada with
I regard to a great many counties that are
! now filled with people. It is not long
i since I heard people say ¢ there never
will be any settlement in Muskoka ;”
there are some of the finest farms in
Canada there now ; and we were told the
same with respect to other counties that
are now covered with settlements. The
hon. gentleman goes there and, as he
passes through the country, sees a little of
it—not a millionth part of it—and he
comes to the conclusion that it is unfit for
settlement. Let him go to Scotland, and
see the hundreds of thousands of acres

- that we were told in his day would never

be settled—why, the fields blossom like
the rose in places where it was not
dreamed in our time anything could be
cultivated. It is absurd, im opening up
a great country like that, to try and bring
down every little thing to bear out their
particular view of it. Do they think any
member of the other House has taken the
ground that is assumed here? Not at
all. I very much regret that sucha fzel-
ing should be shown in this House. I
think we should look broader and higher
altogether, than to be bringing down little
petty things like this, and trying to make
accusations against the Government.
The whole thing seems as if the hon.
gentleman were in a very cross humor.
I have known days in which we have
seen a very different feeling displayed,
when grants of $10,000,000 were spent in
public works without much advantage
from them, and not a word came from
the hon. gentleman against his friends
who then held the Treasury Benches. I
think it is not for the hon. gen-

tleman who approved of the expendi-
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ture of 51,250,000 on the Dawson Route,
to complain that an effort was made to go
on a cheaper scale—and the Government
have certainly succeeded in doing that,
and in giving very much more accommo-
dation than the Dawson Route furnished
—and when it is admitted that the work
was honestly gone about. The hon.
gentleman seemed to make a great point
about the number of these locks. 1t ap-
pears to me he has not put that fairly.
It is not locks the Government have been
thinking of, but portages.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—How is
Mr. Mackenzie to take steamers over the
portages !

Hon. Mr. BROWNT fail to find any
mention of a scheme to take steamers over
the portages ! We have continuous navi-
gation down the St. Lawrence, yet we use
canals,

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON —Yes, but
not portages.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—The hon. gentle-
man says it is allin the 400 feet. If that
400 feet is divided up in ten portages, why
should not ten roads be made, no matter
what the height ?

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—But how

are you to take the steamers over it !

Hon. Mr. BROWN-—The hon. gentle-
man remembers very well when the St.
Lawrence was not, as it happily is now,
improved so that vessels could pass up by
means of canals, and he must know that
it will be far easier to carry passengers
over the short portages between Lac des
Mille Lacs and Rainy Lake, than it was
in days that he can remenber, to convey
passengers and freight from Montreal to
Toronto.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—No, no !

Hon. Mr. BROWN—The hon. gentle-
men should not say “mno. no.” There
were a great many places on the St. Law-
rence where goods had to be portaged,
though I do not recollect it myself. The
hon. gentleman sees in all those public
documents what the intention of the
Government is. Right or wrong, take
that if you like, but do not say that five
millions or any number of millions of
dollars will be required for a work which
the Government never contemplated
doing. Ido not regret by any means

‘that the hon. gentleman should have made

Hon, Mr, Brown.
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this motion, but I would very much have
preferred that, under all the circumstances,
and in view of the very moderate speech
he has made to-day, the tone of which
was quite unexceptionable, such a motion
should not appear upon the paper.
No one would dream of refusing such an
inquiry ; by all means let him enquire
into everything, but I think he should
not bring such a motion as this, He
asks :—

‘¢ 1st. Whether the Fort Francis Lock can be
‘“ used for the purposes of commerce in con-
‘‘ nection with the Canadian Pacitic Railway.”

There are a great many other purposes
it can be applied to. This is to give an
idea of failure, and he takes it from lis
one-sided point of view.

‘“ So as to form part of the through communi-
‘¢ cation from Lake Superior to Manitoba, and
‘¢ if not, what improvements will be indispen-
““sable 7¥

Who can tell what will be indis-
pensable! The idea of submitting such a
thing to a committee ! How can you do
that ? You must send up there for people
who know all about it ; you must have
engineers and all sorts of witnesses, as if
this were not the business of the Govern-
ment and had not been put before the
House from time to time as the work ad-
vanced. The Government have concealed
nothing ; the hon. gentlemen have seen
the work themselves. Why do they not
bring down a resolution condemning the
policy of the Government and say what
they will do ? That is the fair way to act,
and not to put a resolution on record
which may never come to anything, This
committee may never bring it to a point,
but this resolution insinuates all sorts
of things against this public work., T
think, unless we have a very strong
case, we should stand by the Govern-
ment of the country, and by the credit
of our public works. I say it is not
right to stand up here and say on mere
suspicion, not to our own country only, but
to every country in the world, that we
bungle our public works, and that we
throw money away in an indefensible
manner. This resolution will go on the
Journals, the speech made by the hon.
Secretary of State will not go with it.
The statements of the hon. gentleman
opposite will be published and republished
all over the country, and if the mo-
tion is carried to-day it will, in &

i
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;n::;(;zu:f;tb? regarded as giving color to
Wishes ¢ 05%111;:. _If the Lon. gentleman
Drobah} 01 0 tl}ls n a ca‘n(hd manner—
- Y lle did, but it did not_oceur to
all he “f’ 128 got, at the end of his motion,
& sany ants, Ttis llS}lﬂ,l to say, here is
ang +0- ¢t Which requires investigation,
igate iin mﬁ“e for a committee to 1nve§t-
number.ﬁ e has got all he wants in
follows . ve of his resolutions, which is as

€
:mftstttl:} And generally to inquire into all

“ Wity S relating to the Fort Francis Lock,

“and tp‘""’el‘ to send for persons and papers,

“abl © reportdfrom'time to time to this Honor-
e House_”

o Hon, Mr, ATKINS —That change
uld not preve ;

oup | nt it from going on the
Dals, it will have to go on anyway.
The on. Mr. BROWN—I am sorry for it.
‘Vithdlon' gentleman might consent to
my } 'aW 1t. There was a time when
Wou 'o0. friend from Toronto (Mr. Aikins)
not have done that.
°D. Mr. AIKINS—I

Questig,
n of .
say order.

rise to a
The hon. gentleman

at that unless a certain course is taken
resolutio

thy n will go on the Journals of

neaI:O“Se- I merely say that it will go
gently Way. T want to know if the hon.
atta,eiman wants to make a personal

on me for saying that.

hop, 2. Mr. BROWN-_—I can assure the
Make ientleman, I had no intention'to
to say Pel‘:sona.l attack. What I wish
gentlems this—jg very often.happen's that
ques'ionen get up here—in asking a
the Ov, actually—and proceed to attack
sit dowsmme_nt and make charges, and
10 defey again, get their answer, and
all, @ 18 allowed to go on record at

done fa;)r‘;; I say such things ought to be

on,
shame,
. Hon,
10pe w}, .

atever
t?Wa.rdg a)

GOVEI‘H

Mr. CHAPAIS—It is a great

BROWN—-So it is. I
is done we will act fairly
¢ o parties, and whether this
18 ip Psznt or any other administration
The reso T, they will be fairly treated.
o lution goes on to say :—

« stea:’neafford unbroken communication for

“ etween the raj i
Savanpe and Keewa é;f’;l,lway stations of Port

ere
gentlem.

€ ex

als_notbxx}g to justify the hon.
D In putting that pavagraph in.
Pects steamers to go over those
Hon, Mr, Brown,
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portages. The resolution proposes to en-
quire :—

¢ What will he the use of this lock for pur-
¢¢ poses of commerce ?”

Every person must judge that for him-
self. What could I tell about that who
have never been there? Who can tell
that to the committee except the hon,
gentleman hims-1f and the hon. Senator
from Kingston? Except those, I do not
know that there is anyone clse on the
proposed committee who has been there
before. What difference would it be if a
vote were taken on it in this House? T
understand there has been a committee
on this subject before, and the hon. gentle-
man has cross-examined the whole en-
gineering staff of the country.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS—That was not
the committee.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—What was the

cominittee ?

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON — The

Kaministiquia—another job.

Hon. Mr., BROWN-—-I think the hon.
gentleman does not need a committee to
ascertain the ¢ dimensions of the lock.”
He must know that if lie has read the
report of the Minister of Public Works.
Neither should it be necessary for him to
enquire where :—

¢ The appropriation from which the money
¢ expended upon it has been taken.”

I do think the hon. gentleman
should withdraw that motion and should
move one simply asking for the appoint-
ment of » committee. The insinuation
that the Government has been spending
money without authority is not fair.
However, I congratulate the hon. gentle-
man on having come to 2 much more calm
and pleasant frame of mind than when he
wrote his pamphlet.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—T simply
invite enquiry.

Hon. Mr. BROWN-—I think you
should take that course and not have
everything cut and carved for the com-
mittee before the enquiry is commenced.
If there were some great wrong which
had been done, and you were trying to
get at the bottom of it, you might possi-
bly move such a resplutwn for the ap-
pointment of a committee.

At six p.m. the House rose for recess.
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AFTER RECESS.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—1I am glad,
in some respects, that the Recess happened
between the speech of my hon. friend from
Lambton (I understand Mr. Brown desires
to be known by that term) and my
reply to him. The hon. gentleman, I am
sure, has always been actuated in this
House by the most perfect good nature.
Yet he comes with such a tempest of
passion that really onedesires a little pause
between the time it is all over and the
time it is necessary to reply to him, lest
one should forget oneself and answer in
the spirit provoked unintentionally by
the manner of the hon. gentleman, who,
although he speaks in that violent way, is
yet at heart, Lam told, a very good natured
person.  Let us recall the facts which are
before the House, and let us try to forget,
if hon. gentlemen have not now forgotten--
and I dare say they have already forgotten,
except my hon. friend from Toronto, who
was in the very crisis of an attack when
the House rose—the violent defense of
my hon, friend from Lambton of his friends
in the Government. Let us forget all
this, and go back to the facts established
by my hon. friend from Saugeen in the
speech which I think was characterized by
great moderation and forbearance, and
which I think, if I may be permitted to
say so, contrasted in that respect so ad-
mirably with the speech of the hon. Mem-
ber from Lambton who so warmly defended
the Government and desired to inculcate
to this House the dignity and calmness
which should characterize us, and who set
us an example which we all witnessed
when the House rose. My hon. friend
from Saugeen established, first, that this
lock at Fort Francis was commenced on
very insufficient information ; that there
was no such information before the Go-
vernment as a Ministry usually de-
mands before undertaking works of that
nature and magnitude. T think he
established that very clearly, and also
that the link which this work amongst
others—part of the Dawson Route—was
intended to establish between two discon-
nected parts of the Pacific Railway, was
likely to be used necessarily for four, five
or six years to come.
possible to get accurately what the Govern-
ment do intend with reference to certain
works, and those members of this House,

Hon, M, Camplell,
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who have been here more frequently than
the hon. member for Lambton, know that
we have from time to time very great
difficulty in getting accurate information
from the Government as to the number of
years that would elapse between the com-
pletion of 116 miles, or whatever it is,
from Fort William westward to the be-
gining, of the other 106 miles, or whatever
it is, from Rat Portage to Selkirk, but be
that peroid four, five or six years this
link is to be used in the meantime, and is
to be composed of the Dawson Route, the
Fort Francis Lock, and the intermediate
and follawing stretches of water naviga-
tion. That, my hon. friend also established
very clearly. He also established, I
think, that in November 1875 the line of
the Pacific Railway, which up to that time
had been intended to have touched the
Sturgeon River, so called,—for it is slack
water, I believe—had been abandoned
and another line chosen away to the
North of that line one hundred miles, and
at such a distance from the waters which
find their level in the Lake of the Woods
as to render the use of the Dawson Road
and the Fort Francis Lock an impossibility.
It is established that they found out
this in November 1875. Why did
they notfind it out before? They had
no particular survey of that route made
in November 1875, and they were
only then avaling themselves of the
information which they might have made
use of, in November 1873, when they
undertook the government of this
country. They then had all the informa-
tion which was in their possession in
November, 1875 ; they had, at any rate,
Mr. Dawson’s report, which my hon.
friend from Saugeen has quoted, giving
the exact descent from the waters of the
Lac des Mille Lacs to the waters of the
Lake of the Woods, including the descent
at Fort Francis and the rapidity of the
current there and the obstructions which
are interposed above and below Fort
Francis. All this was in the hands of the
Government in 1878. Why then did
they ever undertake the Fort Francis
Lock ? You find, in the first place, that
they had no special information and there
was no pretense that they had that kind
of knowledge which usually guides @
Public Works Department when com-

, mencing the construction of a work of any
: magnitude,

But whilst they had not
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that R . . .
et SPO?lztl information, and no special | years experience, and after all those mat-
thglflfel's report, and no special survey, | ters have been closely examined into in
vp) Jad the general information which | this House, and elicited from members of

M Do . . , :
of th Awson’s veport gives of the descent | the Senate fiom all the Provinces (and in
este] ‘]3‘ \'l.’aters which they were desirous of | which it has fairly and strongly repre-
Stablishiy y

tion bo ng as their mode of communica- | sented the opinion of the Dominion) an
¢ leP'xc'r‘i‘ ecn one end of thcn" section of expression as to t]le want of" capacity
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Hon. My SCOTT— Hear, hear. miles away from the line they first intend-
. —Hear, .
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Hon. atr, Campbell, 7
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by the hon. the Secretary of State to be a
blunder, and acknowledged by the hon.
member from Lambton, who defends it,
to be a blunder ; but it would never have
been so admitted, but would have been
completely justified, if it had not been for
the perseverance with which the hon.
member for Saugeen has pushed this mat-
ter upon the Government. By his exer-
tions and his ability and perseverance, he
has brought together such facts, and es-
tablished his case so well, and so
thoroughly, that the hon. gentlemen are
forced to admit it was a blunder, and of
such a gross character that it seemed
hardly to admit of an excuse. If they ac-
knowledge now that it was a Llunder, as
they have, it is because of the exertions
of the hon. member for Saugeen, who

puts th-m in a position so that
they cannot do anything else.  The

hon, the Secretary of State has again
and again told us this lock was part of the
DPacific Railway, and I want to know, if
the votes he has quoted from Bills of
Supply indieate the character of the work,
Liow they had the face to go and do it by
day'’s labor ! What does the Pacific Rail-
way Act say ! That it shall be built by
contract. 1f it is a part of the Pacific
Railway—and it is, accowding to their
Acts of Puarliament—why did they not
do it by contract ! I am ata loss to say
how itis. T find no fault with the way
the work is going on, but that is not the
subject before the House. I do say that
the day’s labor and the superintendence
was not being done fairly well.  But the
question is whether it should be done by

day’s labor or not. If the work were part |

of the Pacific Railway—and that was the
only defence they had orviginully—and it
was to take the place of the incomplete
link of the Pacitic Railway for a time,
then it was their bounden duty to let it
by contract.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—TI think we had
authority under the Act to huild it by
day’s labor.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—I think not.

Hon. Mpr.e SCOTT—We had to build it

as a public work.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—It was not |

an ordinary public work; it was an ex- |

ceptional public work, a part of the Pacific

Railway which, from time to time they

have laid down the rule, shall bz built by
Hon. Mr, Campbell,
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contract only, and which they have made
exceptional in the Independence of Parlia-
ment Bill, brought into the other Houseé
the present Session. I ask if the excus€
furnished by the hon. the Secretary of
State, and by the hon. Senator from
Lambton, is a real excuse—that this work
was not a part of the Pacific Railway,
but a local work—would the Govermnent
ever have proposed it? Is it possibles
with the opinion the hon. Senator
from Lambton has of the ability with
which the Governmenthas been conducted
—does he believe they would have come
before Parliament and proposed the con-
struction of a lock at Fort Francis apart
from the Pacific Railway? I do nob
believe it. Nobedy in his senses would
have ever dreamed of building a lock at
Fort Francis merely for local purposes:
It is all very well for the hon. gentleman
to talk about the hills of Scotland, and
the “roses that bloom there,” and the
winds which ““ ooze ”(I think he said)¢into
gentle Lreezes,” and he may talk of our
nmistakes—and there havebeen mistakes

admit with reference to our settling part
of the country—but I do not believe that
his rose, bloom it ever so fairin the part
of Scotland from which he comes, coul

ever bloom on the shores of Rainy Lake,
and T am quite sure the hon. gentleman
is in error there. My hon. friend
from Saugeen and I do not pretend t0
speak from anything we saw, but were
speaking from surveys of the engineers
and we speak—we cannot do better 11
the eyes of the hon. gentleman from
Lambton, or the lon. the Secretary o
State—in the language of the Premier
He says it ““ goss into a wilderness ; 7 my
hon. friend from Saugeen once dalled it
“a howling wilderness.” The Premier say®
it goes into a country where the foot ©
wlhite man never trod until the engineers
went there. Tt is a wilderness and wi

remain a wilderness, and the Governmen?
would never have proposed a lock theré
if it had not been intended fora part ©
the Pacific Railway, to take the place ©
the missing link on that road. It is only
now, when they are driven into a cornel
when the hon. Senator from TLambto™
comes to the rescue with his knowledg®
of affuirs and that swinging elocution of h1%
and  talks about  Chats  canal®
Baby jobs, and a dozen things that the
[ hon. gentlemen from the Maritime FPro”
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z‘;(’;;s lever heard of, and which every-
ten\ﬂ?t my venerable friend has forgot-
is a ) en the defence is put up that this
on under, but a small blunder; and the
With gentleman says, if you contrast 1t
it is thog;e of former administrations
iol;snothmg at all ; that there were mil-
this ; of dollars wasted in other ways, and
it i'sl'“s but a paltry sum: ¢ please, mam,
Such a little one!” Thehon. Secretary
alr)noa]:e says, the Government have all
© Xnown fully the facts. Now, I ask

8330- gentlemen on all sides, is this the
genﬂOf an excuse—I] want to put it as
LAY as —ths il n: .
with " | I can—that will pass current

St00q t}ls that they have all along under-

Year | 1e facts? Did we last year, or the

; ofore, hear that this was a blunder?
thag g}e last year, or the year before, hear
i 1s lock was not part of the Pacific
Wo Way, or that it would be a very useful

X to let lumber down ?
Hon, Mr. ATKINS_Never.

noy Mr. CAMPBELL—These are
wit Oles, and T can say with certainty,
ever ‘it going beyond the knowledge of
ngr 1on. member in this House, that the
to agcllfnt’:nt, so far as we are able
aet;; ertain or know, did not take in the
them ,i that they are only just now taking
blu, d;{, that they have made a terrible
My hol' These were the facts established.
made On. friend from Saugeen has clearly
ascerh-ut that an_enquiry is necessary to
in a.ft(;:n‘ why this work was persevered
‘eStablig]lts apparent usefulness had been
n exo‘uleq to have been gone. I lheard
a Pieﬁge I that part of the country from
friendoft]o ‘t he Government—he was a
Doboqy ¢, o (’OVel‘flment, because you meet
they are a(lalrebut friendsof the Gov’el'llmgnt,
Te o] 1y contré{ctors, or getting supplies.
OLgotten 8‘}\6 believed the wprk had been
change ,of Y Mr. Mackenzie when the
madg\t} the line of railway had been
Work, ‘at he had forgotten to stop the
frienq of at really was told me by a
ing the the Government, as the only
countp, thought of in that part of the
i S an explanation for going on
anal. T think the Government
135 beey nding out the blunder which
be winin:Ommlttefl, and perhaps would
ey are 3 T‘I(’_Stop it, and I have no doubt
Pointeq Willing to have a committee ap-
Btrikeg me° enquire into it.  But this
I 38 odd—while they say they
on Mr, Camplel!,
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were going to use the Dawson Route
which they condemned the late Govern-
ment for building.—I am not here to de-
fend the late Government, which has gone
with its virtues and sins, and we have
now before us the present Government
with its sins, and its virtues if they have
any—they tell us the Dawson Route is
to be used as a part of this link, and yet
blame the late Government for expending
$1,300,000 upon it. Though they blame
the late Government so heartily for hav-
ing spent so much money upon it, they
propose to use it, and, although they pro-
pose to use it, they allow it to go into dis-
vepair, They stand in this way ; though
they are spending $6,000,000 on the
Pacific Railway between Fort William and
the Red River, they are leaving out a link
of 180 miles and, in place of it, taking
the Dawson Route and yet allowing that
road to go into disrepair, and blaming the
late Government for spending money to
construct it. The only shadow of an ex-
cuse or reason for the course which has
been pursyed by them in using two links
of the Pacitic Railway, separated by 180
miles of wilderness, must be the existence
of the Dawson Route, and that they are
going to use that road. Why build a
railway at the enormous expense of £10,
000 per mile to stop in the wilderness

; at Savanne, and take up another section

and build one hundred and fourteen miles
from Rat Portage to Selkirk ? How are
you going to go from Rat Portage to
Savanne ! Whatis the use of building
the railway unless you carry it through?
Most of the structure is of wood,
the bridges andculverts are of wood, every-
thing is of wood, and the life of the wood
is only seven years. The bridges, trestle
work, culverts and ties will all be rotten
and in shreds before the road can be
used, in the way they are going on. Is
there any good judgment or anything
which will commend the wisdom of the
Public Works Department to the confi-
dence of the public—is there anything
which should prevent us speaking with
loud voice about the conduct of public
works in such a course as that? Why
spend £6,000,000 for landing passengers
in the woods? Why spend @l this money
when it cannot possibly fructify—when
nothing can come of it? Where is Port
Savanne? My hon. friend from Saugeen
said justly and truly, it is in the midst of
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a howling wilderness. Who wants to go!
there? Nobody. And after you get!
there you cannot go further; and even
by using the Dawson Route, we shall be |
expending millions on a railway and,
getting to the end of it, we shall be!
obliged to take what may called an Indian !
path, to get 180 miles to another section |
of the railway. The only excuse the
Government have is the existence of this
Dawson Route.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-—That is all that
was contended—that part of the Dawson
Route would be used. There is only six
and a half miles of land carriage in all
that distance.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—The hon.
gentleman is very smooth about six and
a half miles of land carriage, but there is
400 feet of a descent, and how can you
use a steamer there?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I never contended
that a steamer would be placed there.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—But the Pre-
mier does. )

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—It is a mistake ;
it must be a mis-print. !

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—I know no-
thing about that. I know that is what is
stated. But, taking the view expressed
by the hon. gentleman just now, does it
warrant this expenditure? We are going
to use a route with several portages,
amounting in all to six and a half miles,
and the freight must be carried over those
portages, put into batteaux, and tugged
by steamers. You have a railway costing
£10,000 per mile for one hundred miles,
and then batteaux.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON — Eight
fleets of batteaux.

Hon. My, CAMPBELL-I admire the
hon. gentleman from Lambton, and some-
times I am touched by his wonderful
imagination, and I cannot help charac-
terizing this route as going over a railway
to take an Indian path. Is that the sort
of thing to make the Public Works De-
partment respected in this country, or to
hinder us speaking freely of such short-
comings as I refer to ! The hon. gentle-
man condemned the Dawson Route, be-
cause, he saul, nobody ever went over it
—that they stopped the expenditure, and
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put it under contract, which was given to
Mr., Carpenter. That contract gave the
Hon, Mr., Camplell,

Locl.

Carpenters so much per year—275,000,—
for keeping the voad open. They need
not take a passenger over it, and in fact
they did not take any—only some twenty
or thirty in all, but for the purpose of
argument they took none. They did not
deny it was their interest not to take pas-
sengers over it. Their contract was tO
get 75,000 a year—they took it and they

i kept their steamboats tied up, and there

they lay while they earned their money
by doing nothing. Their steamers lay ab
the wharves, the teams were in the
stables, and the contractors smoked their
pipes while they drew $75,000,‘and the
hon. gentleman thinks that it wisdom,
and that we must speak with halting
breath of the Department of Public
Works.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.—That is better than
half a million spent the year before.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS.—I beg the hon-
gentleman’s pardon, it is not half a million.
The amount spent in 1873-4 was $243,34+.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.—The hon. gentle-
man has not the correct figures. The
Public Works Department have furnished
me with a statement of the amount, and
it is 3414,000. They also gave me 2
statement showing that $50,000 was paid
in 1875, that amount being due before the
Dawson Route was handed over to Car-
penter & Co.

Hon. Mr. ATKINS.—An extraordinary
fact iy, so far as the sum total is concern-
ed, they agree.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL.—My hon.
friend from Lambton was a little disposed
to forget the inmediate subject on hand,
and devote himself to the pamphlet of the
hon, Senator from Saugeen—a pamphlet
which he characterized as presenting an
unduly exaggerated view of public affairs,
but it seems to have hit, The lon. gen-
tleman himself scems to have been hit by
the pampllet; he evidently has it as a
pocket companion.  And the Government
and their friends seem to feel it too. I
have heard of great meetings held by
members of the Government, and address-
ed by them, and that sometimes a hard-
headed Scotchman would take up this
pamphlet and say, “Ye have not answered
the pamphlet at page 13.” It has been &
useful pamphlet. My hon. friend Las
written with care and great ability, and

i grouped his facts with such skill, that 1t
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enabled them to build the Pacific Railway.
There was no other excuse thought ef but
that. They began it without any informa-
tion, without any engineering knowledge,
or any authority from Parliament, and I
am not prepared to believe, when I am told
it is only going to cost fifty or a hundred
thousand dollars, that it can be completed
for any such sum. I may be so preju-
diced as to sympathize with my hon.
friend from Saugeen, but I am inclined
to believe his estimate is more likely to be
correct than that of the hon. Secretary of
State. I should like to know whether
the predictior's uttered by the head of the
Government with reference to other ques-
tions have proved correct. I remember
the Premier last April, in asking a vote
for the Intercolonial Railway, said it
would pay itself within $13,000. Now, at
the end of the year, there is half a million
dollars of a deficit. I think thatshowshow
closely or remotely the anticipations of
the Government are realized with refer-
ence to public works. It seems to me the
case is not as the hon. Senator from
Lambton tries to make out, one of no im-
portance, one with which we should
not occupy our minds, and one which it
would be prejudicial to the weal of the
country for us to condemn the Minister
of Public Works about, or bring the fair
name of the Government into discussion
about. I say it is a work which emi-
nently demands investigation, because it
was begun without any authority from
Parliament or an engineer’s report ; be-
cause it has been excused to us on differ-
ent and inconsistent grounds ; because for
some Sessions we were told it was part of
the Pacific Railway, and now it is admit-
ted to bea blunder,although a little one,
and therefore not to be inquired into.
I say it is just one of those cases where
public money has been expended without
the authority of an Act of Parliament, so
far as the commencement is concerned ;
where work was persevered in without
reason and after its use was shown to be
done away with by the change of the rail-
way route, and where, according to all ap-
pearances, the information the Govern-
ment possessed in 1875 enabled them to
decide that point. I think if they had
considered the question when the route
was changed, they must have concluded to
stop the work. I de not know what
amount was expended up to November,
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1875, but the committee will find it out. It

would seem as if the Government have got

committed to it, and, from a sort of false

pride, are insisting upon completing this

lock which leads nowhere. It is all very

well to talk about this 160 miles of navi-

gation, but if it is through an uninhabited

and uninhabitable eountry, what is the

use of it} More particularly since you

cannot now get at the site of the lock by

the steamer on Rainy Lake. Two or three

miles above it, there is an obstruction

which prevents the steamer from reaching

it, and fifty miles below the lock there is

an obstruction which prevents the steamer

on Lake of the Woods from getting up to

it. Really, the only part of that country

which is likely to be inhabited, is the

section below the lock. It is a fair coun-

try, but not equal to what we have here,

The fertile land extends back from

the river about five miles—I believe that

is the distance I was told — but all

Canadians will understand the sort of
country it is when I tell them it is covered

with birch and poplar. That is the only

part of the country that is fit for settle-

ment, so far as can be seen as you pass

through it, and it is below the lock.

‘When the Government go on with such a

work after they know it has ceased to be

useful, and after giving two or three

excuses for it, I say it is eminently a case |
for enquiry, and I must say my hon.

friend from Saugeen has established a

strong case. I hope the committee will

be granted. I thought it necessary to

uphold my hon. friend in the course he

has pursued, and which will redound to }
his credit with the country, as the course |
he has pursued during the past three years l
has. He has submitted facts which have

brought the Government, at last (f I
may use the expression) to their knees,
confessing that they lave committed a
blunder. Let us see whether the expendi-
ture cannot be stopped, and prevent them
from persevering in their errors.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—I object to a
word which the hon. gentleman says I
made use of —blunder. T took that word
from the hon. gentleman opposite (Mr.
Macpherson). I said,—* Well, he puts
it as a blunder; let us ook at it as a
blunder.” 1 defended it as it stands,
without admitting it to be a blunder.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I think T stated, in
Hon. My, Cumpbell,
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speaking of the authority which the Gov-
ernment had, that in 1875 an item was
placed in the estimates of $150,000 for
Fort Francis Lock. The Government
had that authoriry,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—WhbLat time
of the year was it 1

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—It is in the esti-
mates of 18750—the Session of 1875. In
my observations on it I called it an inci-
dent of the Pacific Railway, but that in
consequence of the deflection of the rail-
way northward it would not be perma-
nently a part of the line. 1 do not think
my hon. friend is quite fair in running
away with the idea that I desired to lead
the House to believe that there were no
great difficulties to be overcome between
Rainy Lake and TLac des Mille Lacs. 1
Justitied the expenditure simply on the
ground that there should be communica-
tion between the eastern end of Rainy
Lake and the western end of Lake of the
Woods. T was fully aware of the eight
portages and the difficulty at Fort Francis
Lock. Mr. Fleming in his report last
year went specifically over the number of
portages, and the eight, together, are less
than seven miles. I have no doubt it
will be necessary to keep up boats on
these stretches wuntil the railway is com-
pleted—they will be required as essen-
tial in the constiuction of that road. The
hon. gentleman has rather unfairly
taunted the Government with running
the road into a wilderness.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—With stop-
ping it in a wilderness,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—We do not propose:
to stop it in the wilderness, but we will
construct a through line as rapidly as the-
resources of the country will admit. The
hon. gentleman in past years taunted the
Government with not going on with this
road. We were told day after day there
was no sincerity in the statements of
the Government ; that they did not
intend to build the road. My own
observations, made in an election speech
when T tivst became a minister of the
Crown, were quoted against me, that I
had stated it would take forty years to
build the Pacific Railway. The British
Government were appealed to by the weaker
purty to that bargain ; charges of insin-
cerity were rung through this Chamber
and intheother House, and the Government
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Hon. Mr. SCOTT—T do not think it is
right to assume, because I did not so state
it in my observations, that’ the Govern-
ment were advised in the fall of 1875
that the route by Sturgeen Falls should
be abandoned. On the contrary, T think
it was very much later. 'We know very
well that Mr. Fleming, who had the
matter in charge, spoke in the committee
last year of having spent nearly two years
in searching for a line through to Keewa-
tin. T presume that a portion of 1876
was spent in finding a line hy Sturgeon
Falls to Keewatin. It was not, probably,
for o year after, that the (iovernment
were fully made aware that the railway
would have to be deflected north by Port
Savanne and English River.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON — The
change was announced on the 31st March,
1876, that the northern location had been
adopted.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS—And they did not
resume the work on the [Fort Francis
Canal until the middle of June.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—These details will
all come out in committee. My hon. friend
from Saugeen did not at all take the
ground that the (Government would not
have been perfectly justified in the con-
struction of this work at Fort Francis, if
the railway had been located by way of
Sturgeon Falls, but he says when the road
was deflected, we should have abandoned
the canal. We took the other view, be-
cause we did not feel that the expenditure
would be anything like the figure my hon.
friend has announced. I would be very
much disappointed, indeed, if' it reached
the sum of 300,000, At present, there
is no parliamentary authorlty for an ex-
penditure even to that extent. This year,
I think the sum asked for iz only $10,000.
If that is so, it will keep the whole ex-
penditure less than $300,000.

Hon. Mr. VIDAL -1 am not at all
satisfied with the explanatiors that have
been made by the Gov.rnment on this
matter. Itappearsto me thattheSecretary
of State, although he avowedly confined
himself to the water stretches of Rainy
Take and River and the Lake of the
Woods, did so in an unfair way, as con-
veying th+ impression that he was
dealing with the whole uestion of
connecting the eastern and western sec-
tions of Railway, now under construction.



104 Fort Francis
What can be the object of removing the
obstructions between  Rainy Lake and
Lake of the Wools, if all the other
obstructions between Port Savavne and
Rainy Lake are allhwed to remain ? If
the western extremity  of the Lake -
Superior scetion of the railway is to be
connected with the eastern extremity of

the Red River section, the ditleulties
along the whole of the line of water

communication befween them must be
taken into account. I lhave now Leard
for the first time that the works at Fort
Francis were being cons'ructed for the
purpose of opening up that new country
for settlement and to fuc litate the tran-
sportation of lumber.  lLese are only
incidental and subsidiary a'dvantages, that
may possibly acerue and he enjoyed by
some few persons who prosecute certain
branches of trade in that locality, but
they did not constitute the principal or
even a prominent reason assigned by
the Government in this House for the
construction of that work., It has al-
ways been spoken of as being a connect-
ing link Dhetween those two disjointed
sections of the Pacific Railway, and the |
argunents now used by the hon. Secretary
of State in favor of the construction of
the locks are suflicient to justify the wis-
dom of the course adopted by the hon.
gentleman from Saugeen in calling the
attention of the House to this expendi-
ture, and asking for a committee to en-
quire into it. I concur with the hon.
gentleman from Lambton beside me (Mr.
Brown) in the general tenor of Lis remarks
upon the wording of the motion that has
been made; in my judgment, as well as in
his, the first four clauses could have been |
dispensed with, and the fifth clause
would have been sufficient to ask inves-
tigation by a committee. My hon. |
friend  (Mr. Brown) in spedkmn’ on .
this subject wandered a great distance !
away from the question, aml introduced
watters wholly irrelevant, that I c-rtainly |
had almost for gotten ; but I do remember
reading some years ago, with the greatest
interess and delwht an article in the
Toronto G/ohe, wlmh was generally sup-
posed to have come from the forcible pen
of the hon, gentleman himself, in which it
was asserted most distinct] y and emphatic-
ally that a Can:dian trans-continental rail-
way was a national necessity ; that witho .t
it the Confederation of the Irovinces
Hon, Mr. Vidal.
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would exist only on paper—an unsubstan-
tial shadow—and that the Government
that ignored that qvestion, and would not
| put forth every effort to undertuke and
complete the Pacific ruilway, was recreant
to its duties and unworthy of controlling
the destinies of this country. The hon.
gentleman tells us now that the Pacific

i railway project was a very great mistake,
- but those were the hon. gentleman’s senti-

ments a few years ago, aml they had the

sympithy and approval of ‘the large

majority of intelligent and influential men
of all the Provinces of the Dominion.
 Yet, here we are told to-day, in direct
contmdlctlou to this, that the inception of
this road was a very great mistake, and
that we were entering into engagements
that we never can fulfil. I believe if its
construction depended on the present Gov-
ernment, it never would be carried through,
and if ever it is to be a success, it must
be prosecuted on some scheme analagous
to that proposed by the Ministry who
first obtained the sanction of Parliament
to its construction. Suppose for a moment

| that the present scheme of connection by

water is carried out, and that the two

"locks at Fort Francis are completed so

that there will be uninterrupted commu-
nication by steamboats from Rainy Lake
to Rat Portage, what will be gained by
it? Hon. gentlemen must remember the
fuct that atter that route is completed,
there will be still eight portages to

be overcome between Port Suvanne
and Rainy Lake. The hon. Secre-
tary of State speaks of these por-

tages as though they were a matter of
no moment, being less than seven miles
in aggregate lenath. I should like to
Lnow wlmt dxﬁ'u'ence it makes, whether
it is'seven 1miles or twenty mxles, if every
Larticle of freight that passes over the
route will Lave to bear sixteen tranship-
ments from barge to waggon and waggon
to harge, before it reaches the le\el of
Rainy “Lake? Does any hon. gentleman
suppose there will be any traflic over such
alinel Is it possible to lmagine that
any passengers or freight will leave the
steamers at Fort William and submit to
the inconvenience of those sixteen tran-
ghipments between there and .Rat Por-
tage, when they can go on comfortably by
steammer to Duluth, and from thele to
Winnipeg by rail, after next August,
when, we are told, the railway via Pem-
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has interposed (as faras it could interpose)
its authority with respect to preventing
unwise expenditure on public works that
had been in contemplation, and the .
country has pronounced as its verdict that
the Senate was right. I believe the
country will pronounce the same verdict
now.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—I think the
country should feel thankful that there
are hon. gentlemen here, who take the
trouble to enquire into and expose the
enormous blundering expenditures that
have been made on this Pacitic Railway.
It is quite evident, from the random way
in which the Government have gone on
with the work, that millions of dollars
have been wastefully and uselessly ex-
pended, in consequence of a want of a
fixed policy. We find the Government,
in the first instance, opposed to the build-
ing of the railway by a company, believing
that the country might save all the pro-
fits that would bLe derived by a company
and contractors from it. But we find
them again, after long delay and spending
a further considerable amount of money,
deciding that the road should be built by
a company. We then find the Premier
reconstructing thie Government and taking
into his Cabinet gentlemen well known
to be, and who had publicly avowed that
they were opposed to the building of the
Pacific Railway. It is clear after all this
that the Government were determined
not to build a through line from Lake
Superior to Red River, but to utilize the
water stretches from Lac des Mille Lacs
to Rat Portage. ~We find that after
considering this as a portion of the Pacific
Railway, they suddenly change their
policy and deflect the line some 100 miles
away north of thesevery waterstretches,so
much talkedaboutand generallycondemned,
that they contemplated using in connee-
tion with the railway. It seems to me
that the Government did not, in the first
place, take into consideration the nature
of the country, and had not sufficient
knowledge of the country, data or esti-
mates of work at Fort Francis Lock on
which to commence this canal. They
have embarked in the undertaking with-
out asking for tenders or having the sligh-
test idea of what the cost would be, or its
practical utility to the country, and con-
tinued wasting money on the lock
after changing the course of the railway.
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It has been,made plain to us by my friend,
the hon. member from Londonderry, that
after having two sections of the road un-
der contract, the Government have ex-
pended, or are legally liable to pay out, six
millions of dollars of the public money on
a work that will be for many years of no
practical use to the country. The interest
on the money, to say nothing of the
deterioration and decay of the work, will
in itself be a large amount—$300,000 ;
the Fort Francis Lock, estimated by the
hon., the mover of the resolution before
us, at $500,000 more, (the hon. Secretary
of State admits there has been expended
in and about the work, some $237,000

which makes an annual charge of $325,000
on the country for a work of no practical
utility. The water stretches cannot be
available for heavy freight until we can
get over the break in thiz level, of 400
feet, while, after expending this large
amount of money, we have only been able
to overcome twenty feet of it. Then, as
for the country opened up by this work,
it is sterile. It offirs no inducements to
people to settle in it, while the policy of
the Government affords no encouragement
to those who want employment to come
to this country, so that it is of the last
importance that that work should have
been undertaken. Then, the railway sec-
tions are shown to have been pushed into
a sterile wilderness, where the foot of
white men have never trod, except those

of tl.le engineers, and stopped there with |
a missing link of one hundred and eighty |

miles — an  unpardonable blunder. It
does mot follow that because we are
pledued to British Columbia to build a
Pacific railway that we are to allow this
Government to throw away money—mil-
lions of money—on steel rails, Kaminis-
tiquia lands, (a waste of seventy thousand
dollars) with Goderich Harbor and other
Jjobs.  The country will be pleased to find
that there are lLon. gentlemen in this
House who, from personal knowledge and
observation, have made themselves so
thoroughly cenversant with these matters
that they can bring them to the notice of
the House and the public. We are
pledged, and the public faith of the
country demands of us, to build the rail-
way to British Columbia as quickly as
the public interest and the revenue of the
count'y will justify it, but when we find
these vast sums of money wastefully, ille-
Hon. Mr. Kaulbach.
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gally and improperly expended in useless
and impracticable works ; when we have
such a marvellous exhibiticn of waste of
public money; when we find the Govern-
ment so incapable ofadministering the pu-
blicaffairs of the country, it is well we have
hon. gentlemen amongst us who can bring
these matters so forcibly before the notice
of the people.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON-TIt seems to
me that the Secretary of State has explain-
ed the policy of the Government when he
says that all the Government considered
it necessary to do was to spend money,
nominally in the construction of the Paci-
fic Railway, whether it happened to be
so or not. The state of feeling in the
country, he says, demanded that the money
should be spent, and spent it was accord-
ingly. Unfortunately, while they were
expending it under the name of the
Pacific Railway, they spent it on the Fort
Francis Lock, while, so far as the purposes.
of the Pacific Railway are concerned, they
might as well have spent the money on
the Gatineau. I do not know whether
the hon gentleman intended the House
to understand that the Government still
expect to use the water stretch from Port
favanne to Rainy Lake or not, for the
general purposes of the railway. In his
first speech I understood him to say the
Government had abandoned that idea.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—No,
limited extent.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON--In the
hon. gentleman’s second speech he rather
seemed to revert to that and say that the
Government did intend to use it. But
the hon. gentleman must know it is alto-
gether impossible to do so. I was under
the impression that the Government had
something to go upon bhefore they com-
menced that work-—some information, or
some estimate of the probable expense.
The first communication from the Minister
of Public Works in this return, from
which I have quoted, is that an estimate
of the cost of the works, prepared by Mr.
Hazlewood, had been mislaid, and that he
Lad been written to for another copy. I
have learned this evening that the missing”
paper has been laid on the table of the
other House, and that it contains no esti-
mate of the cost of the work. There is
an approximate estimate of the quantities,
but no estimate whatever of the probable

only to a
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thig wg‘:]lfre 1% one fa.ct connected w
its const Wl}lch is entn‘cl): new. Ithink
complain;‘uctlon 1s the first subject of
side of ¢ th‘:}t has been.made from this
retary Ofeshouse to which the hon. Sec-
cen ], tate has not replied that it had
Tent, e’lll'lted from the former Govern-
in thé e" ad been sglggested by some one
Work iy mploy of their predecessors. This
10 the o ainly no legacy. It belongs
alone ap":sent Government, and to them
aocoll’ntnb] the mistake is altogether un-
greg tha?; ¢ if not unpardonable. I re-
ton (My Itﬁhe hon. gentleman from Lamb-
Feat, yr . OWD)is not at present in his
. My motion had anything to do
"lnging him back to the House,
T one day, I am glad. I am sure
e h:u?use Is glad he has returned.
politi desvl‘ll.)ed himself as a sort
> ltl‘}ﬂ! Rip-Van-Winkle awaken-
fo ;m;‘lalctlvlty in the sphere in which he
ang hey Played a very prominent part—
lace f, Etlll Occupies a very prominent
anada. He almost complained
Marks Moderation of my introductory re-
of eoui‘l d Was not moving a vote of want
hop, gen‘;lnce n the Government. If the
Would eﬁl&n had been here a week ago
Condemp heari me speak in very
GOVernma Ory terms of some acts of the
this Worlim’ and the very incidents of
those at Fort Francis were among
tion, rged against the Administra-
Govemm €re ave the rails, which the
Sporteq t(?rit’ after having them tran-
“hormoyg Lanitoba three years ago at an
haye han(fxlpense for the Pembina Branch,
n"lionoli'(t}(:ver to the contractor fpr the
t now p 0 at k.n‘anch to the mainline, so
¥ the Re(m 8 will have to be transported
~ver for the Pembina Branch,
enmnlpeg,‘and also for the main
e there is the Welland Canal,
Matters, which I will not go
hat if g g; he hon. gentleman suggest-d
ernme Sapproved of the policy of the
N, and the expenditure of the
Whey let, Wwe should have voted “nay”
™ Upply Bill was before this
at certainly would be an ex-
. course to pursue. Certainly,
One wy,, co "ordinary advice to come from
ha \voul(lll nsels moderation in this House,
The n ’be an extreme step to take.
Oﬁ'en(‘-es e.o g’er}tleman spoke of the many
Went, o, 1 Mitted by the late Govern-
gave that as a reason why the
on. Mp, Macpherson,
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with | present Government should be mercifully

dealt with. But he should remember
that the late Government were punished.
They were ejected from power, and it will
be well for the representatives of the
people to judge the present Government
in the same way, and not to deal too
lightly with their mistakes and blunders.
On every occasion in which this Fort
Francis Lock has been spoken of, in either
House of Parliament, it has been des-
cribed as part of the Pacific Railway, and
the votes that were obtained for it, unless
it can be used as part of the through com-
munication, were obtained under false
pretences. If the money had been asked for
to build a canal for the Minnesota lumber
trade, Parliament would not have voted
it, and if it was not for the Pacitic Rail-
way, the Government certainly did very
wroug in mis-representing the facts to
Parliament.

The motion was agreed to, and the
House adjourned at 9.13 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Wednesday, Feb. 27th,

The SpEAKER took the chair at three
o’clock.

After Routine proceedings.
BILLS INTRODUCED.
FIRST READING.

Bill. “An Act to Incorporate the
Dominion Company” (Hon. Mr. Camp-
bell.)

Bill. “ An Act respecting the Mont-
real and City of Ottawa Junction Rail-
way Company. ”(Hon. Mr. Skead.)

ADMINISTRATION OF DOMINION
LANDS,

MOTION FOR RETURNS,

Hon. Mr. GIRARD moved

¢ That an humble Address be presented to
“ His Excellency the Governor General, pray-
‘“ ing that His Excellency will be pleased to
* cause to he laid before this House, copies
“ of all Reports made to the Minister, charged
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" Administration of

““ with the Administration of Dominion ‘Lands,
‘“as well as of all documents and evidence

‘“forming part thereof, under the Act 38
L ted

Victoria, chapter 53, by any Commissioner
‘“or Commissioners appointed under the said
““ Act ;—also copies of all lists of lands pre
‘“pared from time to time by the Surveyor
‘“ GGeneral of Dominion Lands. in accordance
““ withithe provisions of the eighth section of
‘“ the said Act.

He said this was a question of great
importance. His object in making this
motion was to ascertain whether the law
passed in 1875 had been put into execu-
tion or not. That Act had been passed
to obviate difficulties in reference to the
titles of lands in Manitoba. A similar
law had been passed in 1872 or 1873
which provided for the settlement of
these matters by a commissiou, and
the amended act of 1875 provided
that a commission should be issued
for the same purpose. The people
of Manitoba had waited a long time for
the action of that Commission. They
were pleased when, last year, they saw
Lieut.-Governor Morris appointed as a
Commissioner under that Act. They
knew his ability and had every confidence
in him, on account of his integrity and
high social position, and they were sure
he would do his best to render justice to
the Province. However, it was stated
that, owing to some defect in the law, it
was found in certain cases that it was
impossible to act under it. As he
saw by the 10th section of that law, 38
Vie. chap. 53, that the Comimissioner is
bound to report his decisions to the
Minister charged with the administration
of Dominion Lands, he had based his
motion on that section of the Act, by
which it is provided, that the

‘‘ Commissioners shall report their decision to
““ the Minister in charge'sf the Dominion’s Lands,
‘“ who may, if he thinks fit, thereupon cause
¢ Her Majesty’s Letter Patent under the Great
““ Seal to 1ssue, for granting the lands in ques-
‘“tion to theparty who has been reported as
‘¢ entitled to the same. 38 Vict. ch. 53, sec. 10.”

He did not know how far that provision
of the law had been complied with, but he
hoped the Government would not have
any objection to give what information
the public required, for it was important
that those difficulties should be settled.
Many of the people of Manitoba had been
living up to the present time on lands for
which they had no title. Previous to
«LConfederation, the only title to the pro-

Ion. Mr. Girard.
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perty there was that which was registered
in the land books of the Hudson’s Bay
Company. At the present time there was
such uneasiness on, the part of those
whose titles had not been confirmed by
the Dominion (Government that they had
no encouragement to go on and improve
their properties, for fear they would ulti-
mately be lost to them. Eight years had
passed since the Government had under-
taken the settlement of this matter, but
it appeaved very little progress had been
made. If there were obstacles in the way
they should be removed at once, as people
would get tired of living on lands to
which they had no title, and would emi-
grate tothe Western States. where they
could get lands they could call their own.
It was a very serious question for the
Government ; they gave liberally from
the public chest to promote the coloniza-
tion of that country, but by want of a
wise administration of the lands, all the
money they expended would profit the
United States and not the Dominion? He
would be in a position to cite facts to
prove what he had stated, and if these
difliculties were not removed, the Govern-
ment would see the best settlers leaving
the Province, and.crossing the line.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Under the Act of
1875, the Governor in Council was au-
thorized to appoint a Commissioner to in-
vestigate those claims to which my hon.
friend has reference, and Mr. Morris, the
late Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba,
was the gentleman who was named Com-
missioner., I am advised that he has had
a certain number of cases—not more than
twelve — under his consideration, and
about forty others have been settled
without his interference——settled in his
presence, on particular days which be an-
nounced he would adjudicate on such cases.
He has, I understand, made his report;
that report would only involve the twelve
cases referred to—possibly the others
may be included, but as they were settled
without his interference, I do not know
that any judicial report will appear. In
the Act, there is a clause authorizing the
Minister of the Interior to revise that
report, and to allow parties to appeal
against it during a period of three months.
That three months has not expired, and
pending any possibility of the parties ap-
pealing against the Commissioner’s dect-
sion, it would not be proper to bring the
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Papers down,

\ora ; ‘With reference to the lists,
e 1s ng

objection to the copies being
I have been informed
—in ﬂey have been published in Manitoba
inforn, 18 papers there. ] I have been so
) ener«eld by Mr. Dennis, the Surveyor
mOnth‘". At the expiration of the three
nish tls term, 1 ghall be.very glad to fur-
think li reports, but until then, I do not
own, would be proper to bring them
moftlign. Mr. GIRARD—I will make the
1, and the papers can be transmitted
after the term expires.
Motion agreed to.

PARLIAMENTARY PRINTING.

CoNng
SIDERATION OF THE SECOND REPORT OF
THE. PRINTING COMMITTEE.

tion Oné Mr. SIMPSON moved the adop-
Com ol the second report of the Joint
o Mittee of the Senate and House of
ons on the Printing of Parliament.

it ‘I;Ia (;n. Ml‘- MILLER said he thought
Wor qute proper that he.should say a
Zage thr two on a matter which shpuld en-
l'bint,i € attention of the Committee on
il‘rx? g€ The hon. gentleman who was
great daf‘IOf that committee had done a
p""\ditu? towards economizing the ex-
eSel'vedeS for that service, for u{luch he
Was roq well of the country.  Still, there
ent am for a great deal more retrench-
ouse ; dBCOnomy. Members of this
Nigheq “I:_ of the other House were fur-
Copies of lbtlh a large number of useless
N Ning e books which, he presumed,
or for si:jL €8 out, of ten were used for fuel
Publie a dllllar purposes, and not for the
Decessit Vantage. He did not sce the
or furnishing each member of
with five copies of the various
er k‘{lue books and sessional papers
gentlemenpl inted. He had heard several
Yecelyeq Say that a large quantity they

Servieg Were merely lumber and of no
Whatever. T} blic di

Care r. 16 public did not

Wwho em,  Gentlemen in this House

coulq io ‘lierly hag constituents, and who
Printeq m;&: Way get rid of the useless
oung thy ﬂeI: furnished by Parliament,
Care qyy),¢ teir late constituents did not
did yop . 8 about them. Therefore, he

1o

but ¢ blfee why the country should be
I © €Xpense of printing those books |
Hon. My, Seo,
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in sach large quantities, He thought it
wag a subject for the committee ; they
might recommend that fewer of those re-
ports, blue-books and papers—which cost
a great deal of money— be printed, and
thereby a large annual expenditure could
be saved to the country. He threw out
those few remavks because he had recently
conferred with members of the House and
all that he had spoken to seemed to
be of one opinion. At any rate, he
thought it his duty to bring this subject
before the House, and if there were other
members who entertained a different
opinion he would be very glad to hear
them ventilate it.

Hon. Mr. STMPSON said when the
two provinces of Upper and Lower Canada
were united, the expenses connected with
parliamentary  printing were about
£173.000 a year. He had devoted him-
self for some months to seeing if he could
bring about a change for the better. In
this he had been very well supported by
some hon. gentlemen in this House and
by some gentlemen in the other House,
especially by the late Chancellor Van-
koughnet. They managed to bring the
expenditire down from §173.000 to
$30.000 a year, and they had more
efficiency and certainly more work. He
was sorry to say that in consequence of
the great number of returns asked for the
printing during the past two or three
years had materially increased. The
schedule for the distribution of blue hooks
to each member of both houses had been
gone over three or fonr times, but his own
opinion ,was that they got too many of
those books. He had a large room at
his home in Bowmanville, with fully
three tons of them. FHe told people who
asked for them to go to his room and take
away as many as they could carry, but
they still accumulated. He could not
say that he was an exception in this way.
What he received now he had made
arrangements to have them distributed
for him. The principal expense of print-
ing was the enormous number of returns
asked for. Last year they had double the
number that they had three years ago,
although the committee had refused to
print a great many of them. When the
type for the blue books was set the ex-
pense for printing off extra copies was not

! large, as it only involved the paper, press

work and binding.  Last year they had
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brought the printing expenses down to
$63,000, and they were trying this year
to keep it under $60,000, though they
were asking for $70,000 from the Govern-
ment. The suggestions of his hon. friend
were valuable, and his impression was
there were a number of gentlemen on the
Committee who were anxious to overhaul
the whole printing service. Mr. Hartney,
the very eflicient clerk of the committee
was anxious to lhave a revision of the
whole system, and had some suggestions ;
to make that he thought would effect a |
great saving tothe country if they were |
adopted.

The report was adopted, and the House
adjourned at 4 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Thursday, March 7th, 18738,
The SrEAKER took the chair at 8 p.m.
After Routine proceedings.

THE JOONSTON DIVORCE BILL.

SECOND READING,

Hon. Mr. PENNY presented to the
House a certificate from the Clerk of the
Senate that due notice had been given in

-re Johnston, for a Bill of Divorce.

Andvew Cullen, of the City of Montreal,
detective, was called to the Bar of the
House, and testified to having served a
duplicate of the Bill before the House and
the order of the House, on Charlotte Elsie
McArthur, wife of the petitioner. The
witness having withdrawn,

Hon. Mr. PENNY moved :—

‘¢ That the examination of the petitioner at
‘ the Bar of the Senate, as well generally as in
¢ regard to any collusion or connivance between
‘‘the partizs, be for the present dispensed
¢ with, but that it be an instruction to the
‘¢ Committee, to whom the BiH may be re-
¢ ferred, to make such examination.”

The motion was agreed to on a division.

Hon. Mr. PENNY moved that Bill
(A.) for the relief of George Frothingham
Johnston, be read the second time.

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL said he did not
intend to raise any discussion on the mat-
-ter, but he thought.it proper that the

names should be taken down.
Hon. Mr. Simpson.
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A vote was taken on the motion, which
was carried on the following division :—

CONTENTS :

Hon. Messrs.

Aiking, McLelan, (Hopewell,)
Alexander McDonald, (Zoronto,)
Benson, McMaster,
Botsford, MacDonald, Victoria,)
Campbell, Macfarlane,
Christie (Speaker), Macpherson,
Cornwall, Montgomery,
Dickson, Northup,
Ferguson, Odell,
Glasier, Penny,
Grant, Read,
Hamilton (Kinyston), Seymour,
Haviland, Skead,
Haythorne, Stevens,
Hope, Sutherland,
Kaulbach, Wark, !
Lewin, Wilmot.— 34

Nox CoNTENTS :

Hon., Messrs.

Armand, Dumouchel,
Baillargeon, Girard,
Bellerose, Howlan,
Bourinot, Pelletier,
Bureau, Power,
Chaffers, Price,
Cormier, Trudel. —15
Dever,

The Bill was then read the second time.
Hon. Mr. PENNY moved :

‘“ That the said Bill be referred to a Select
¢ Committee, composed of the Honorable
¢ Messieurs McLelan, Stevens, Dickson, Odell,
¢ Haythorne, Allan, Macpherson, Lewin and
‘¢ the mover, to report thereon with all con-
‘“ venient speed, with power to send for persons,
¢ papers and records, and that the exemplifi-
¢« cation of the proceedings to final Judgment
““ i the Superior Court of the Province o
‘“ Quebec in the case of Johnston rs. Fisk,
¢ presented to the Senate on the reading of the
“¢ petition of the s1id George Frothinghaw John’
““ ston, be referred to the said Committee, an
** that all persons summoned to appear before
““ the Senate in this matter, appear before the
““ said Committee, and that the said Committee
““ have leave to sit on Saturday, and other non-
‘¢ sitting days.”

The motion was agreed to on a divis-
ion.

DOMINION COMPANY'S INCORPY-
ORATION BILL.

SECOND BEADING.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the
second reading of Bill (E.) to incorporate
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the Dop;

object of tmon Company. He said the

gentlen he Bill was to incorporatc some
Failws, "en who desired to lease and run
e ys. It was suggested, no doubt, by
o Position of certain railways owned by
vir;%sonlﬁfuon and by some of the Pro-
0 be >IW ich either were, or were likely

» leased to private companies,
Obje‘eotn’ er. BUREAT thought that the
P ainado thp Bill should ‘be more fully ex-
o I;Mi&s 1t was a most important matter.
Wished not read.th_e measure, but he
over ridto know if it was intended to
Organiy e the General Railway Act, and to
00;1 ae 2 number of gentlemen as a
an dgeﬁ}’, with power to lease and buy
arliy railroads }Vlthout'any con‘trol of
WhichT}?nt’ notwithstanding the interest
Munje; (f.pubhc' genel-ally3 and certain
o wlpa ites, might have in such roads ?
tiong as always afraid of those amalgama-
ous. .. 1B fact tl.ley were always danger-
Ver,y cand for his part, he would be
Sure a:ief}ll how he allowed such a mea-
bus g, 18 to pass. He thought it was
Were asi( when such extraordinary powers
iﬁform ded for, that the House should be
o, ¢4 what this company proposed to
inten ded ere  were those railways they
had torun? A great deal of money
2% spent in this Dominion to
L Tailroad communication to all
b, and what had been the result
Y 1nstances 7 One company opposed
:r until either was reduced to
iq}; ;“d was obliged to succumb, to
in Sllch I‘Vanmge of the. public 111§erestcd
Tent, ou(,(;ads- He believed the Govern-
“Miagtey S 't to Livve some policy on such
Wer, ln;; 50 that when measures like this
This roduced it should be announced.
—he th;"’@rnn{ent which he sustained
the m‘l‘ght it the best Government
ought totry could have at present—
Policy Wag ftell the House what their
of Money or the futuve. Large amounts
ang invegt, ?ld'_been bOl‘l‘Owed..lIl England
el‘pri39e~ I many ways in hona fide
€ resultlsbm this country. What would
08 aq] (eZ Ina few years many of
©nditiqy, Ways would be in a bankrupt
COrporyt;e, "arliament gave acts of in-
2ationg er} right f}nd left, and to organi-
Out declar!lcll applied for such acts with-
e dig Ing what their intentions were.

14 not

but he qeor Wish to make a long speech,
esired at the outset to state his

Teag
OF warning the House t
0 be care-
{on. Mr. Campelr,

1n map
anoth
Dovey
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ful in dealing with such bills as this,
The legislation in the last session of every
parliament was usually of a most danger-
ous character. The House of Commons
seemed afraid to oppose any scheme in
which the friends of some hon. gentlemen
were interested. The Senate, however,
should have only the publie welfare to
promote, and he had no doubt his hon.
friend (Mr. Campbell) would be careful
that the publicinterests would be served
before private interests.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said he
was afraid he had been remiss in not
stating more fully the objects of the Bill,
but, in truth, is was not printed before he
left town, and he had not had an opportu-
nity to read it. The powers asked for
were fully stated in the second clause,
which was as follows :—

¢ 2. The said Company shall have full power
‘““and authority from time to time to do
““ any and all of the following things, that is to
“ say :

““(a). To enter into arrangements with any
*¢ railway company to construct, complete and
‘“ work, or either, the railway or undertaking
¢ of such company ; and to hold real estate and
““land in connection therewith, or with any of
““ the purposes of the Company ;

¢ (h). To purchase or lease any railway, and
“ work the same for such time and on such
‘“ terms and conditions as the Company owning
““the line and the Company incorporated by
*¢ this Act may agree upon ;

““ (). To build aud lease clevators, stations,
“ locomotive sheds, machine shops, and such
‘“like structures to railway companies or,
‘“ where necessary in working a leased line, to
‘“ lease elevators and any and all other such
‘¢ like appliances from others, when convenient
““and necessary for the full equipment and
¢ proper working of any railway ;

“(d). To build, purchase or lease rolling
¢¢ stock of all kinds, or to manufacture, sell or
‘“ lease such property to any railway company ;

¢ (e). To take and hold or sell any shares in
*¢ the capital sto:k of any railway company, or
‘“ any of the securities thereof ;

“(f). To purchase, lease or rent any col-

‘“ Hery ;
““ and generally full power and authority to do
‘“ any and all acts necessary to the full, beneti-
“ cial and proper executign of any and all of
¢ said powers, )

He really did not know whether there
was any objection to giving themthepowers
asked for, but he was quite as disposed ag
his hon. friend opposite (Mr. Bureau), to
be careful in such legislation. He had
been induced to take charge of this Bill
from the names mentioned in it. The
promoters were gentlemen entitled to
every confidence. They were Sir A. T.
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Galt, Geo. Stephen, John Rankin, Gilbert
Scott, Samuel Waddell, and other wealthy
gentlemen in Montreal. So far as one
could sce, the character of those who
applied for the Bill entitled them to every
consideration, and they did not seem to
ask for anything very startling. He had
no doubt the suggestion he had mentioned
before was what had given rise to this
measure. There were railways in Quebec
which were advertised to be leased, The
Dominion Government also owned rail-
ways such as the Intercolonial, the smaller
railways in the TLower Provinces, the
Prince Edward Island Railway, and other
roads of a similar character, which this
Bill would enable the gentlemen who
sought to be incorporated to lease and
operate, and it was not improbable that
they were actuated by that desive.  There
was no reason, in the public interest, why
gentlemen of standing, such as these
gentlemen  were, should not be incor-
porated for the purpose of leasing and
operating such railways. If there was
any objection to the details of the Bill—
if the powers sought for were excessive—
no doubt the committee, to which it would
be referred, would give it ample considera-
tion, and if the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Bureau) had any objections to make,
they would, no doubt, be entertained
with the greatest deference.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU said he was op-
posed to the principle of such bills, be-
cause they did not protect the public in-
terest. When any amalgamation of rail-
ways was to takeplace, there wassomething
more than the interests of the companies
to be consulted. Take for instance, some
of the roads in Quebec, where not a cent
was subscribed by the shareholders; would
the House give them power to sell such
railways, which had been built by public
money ! e thought in all such cases
application should be made to Parliament,
and the proper time to grant such powers
would be when the applicants specified
the road which they wanted to purchase
or lease. Then all parties could come
before the Legislature and have their in-
terests protcctcd ; but this was all in the
dark. They wished to put aside the Gen-
eral Railway Act of 1868. He thought
his hon. friend, himse'f, would be the very
first to oppose such a principle.  He (JMr.
Bureau) wished to draw the attention of
the Senate to the fact that this was the

Hon, Mr. Camplell.
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first time that such extraordinary powers
had been asked for, either in this House
or in any legislative body.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—T think it is
quité consistent with the General Railway
Act of 1868,

Hon. Mr. BUREAU-—The General
Railway Act of 1868 provides in a very
wise manner for exchanges of tratlic and
running powers, and this, I should think,
ought to be quite sufficient for all pur-
poses, withont enacting such exceptional
legislation as this.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL — This Bill
does not alter that clause. If the company
incorporated by this Act were to take
possession of one of those railways

‘having running powers in connection with

another road, they would have to continue
to run it under that arrangement.

The Bill was read the second time.
The House adjourned at 9 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Friday, March 8th.

The SpeAKER took the chair at three
o'clock, p.m.

After Routine proceedings.

IMPORTS OF WOODS FROM THE
UNITED STATES.

MGTION FOR A RETURN.

Hon. Mr. PRICE moted :—

* That an humble address be presented t0
¢ His Excellency the Governor (eneral, pray*
‘ ing that His Excelleucy will ke pleased to 1ay
¢ betore this House, the following Return :—

¢ 1st. The total quantities and their valueé
¢ of the Square White Pine, Pine Board Tim-
““ ber, Pine Masts and Spars, Square Timber
¢ of Qak, Elm, Ash, Whitewood, Walnuts
o 1l;Iickory, Red Pine or any other Hewn Tim-
[ Cr.

““2nd. The total quantities, description and
““ the value of the Red and White Oak Staves.

““ 3rd. The total quautities and their value of
“Sawed Lumber, mm White and Red Piné
“ Walnut, Whitewood, Oak, Ehn, Ash or anBY
¢ other sawed lumber, imported into Cana{ia
*“ by water or by rail between the lst Apri’
1877, and lst January, 1878, from the Unite
‘“ States of America, and at what Port OF
« Station they were delitered, for landing ©°F
¢ for shipment from Canada.”
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Tral,:[dz ?%\I have been looking over the
that tbel; Navigation reports, and I find
bmught © 18 no statement which can be
What hy, up her'e as a correct return of
nion g S been imported into the Domi-
. lllrmg the past year. All those
emme&l}' 1o duty, and perhaps the Gov-
em in thaYe not taken any notice of
in the ¢ €Ir report, but they should be
by rai] 0ustoms returns either as imports
or wil] T canal. T hope the return I ask
sible e brou'ght down as soon as pos-
’a ere isan impression in Quebec
that arevel‘y large portion of these woods
the Unit:Xported at that city are from
Sirable th d States. I think it is de-
fore ¢}, at we should have a statement
80 € Hpuse on whick we can rely,
See if a change cannot be made
er i We can meet our friends on the
'de with a reciprocal duty.

Seelignéo M. SCOTT—My hon. friend
{uantigy © under the impression that a
mentionpdc?nmdembly in excess of that
Yeturpg | 1n the Tl‘ade and Navigation

have beas been imported. As far as
turng then able to gather from the re-
altogéthee amount is small. Omitting
3 mahg, * the finer kinds of wood, such
. 8any, rosewood, etc.

SllchOQ;)odLgr' PRICE--1 do not refer to

o
?i'iglﬁ SCOTT—Well, T suppose my
Thn a3 reference altogether to
6 wag suantity of pine imported in
Six g 30,000, in value ; and for the
2 goot 05, $281,000. Tt is possible
i deal of timber goes to Quebec
It Possih) Mediately shipped to England.
w Y comes “through in bond and
hip nf hoted in a return of this
Porteluts that go by rail from Mi-
not, b, and,in bond through Canada,
Teturyg taken into account in our
chageq in timber absolutely pur-
Canagy, w Quebec or at any point in
thege o, OWd necessarily be included in
Onceptio, o 80 there must be some mis-
.In. Mapjt, 2 t0 the quantity imported.
S imporeq % & very considerable amount

whel‘eby

'y “)ut any_

Pulation o king into account the po-
la‘: ) (;1“:]:12':- T'am not aware of aIr)ly
shlpment. ¥ purchased in Quebec for

H
of Stgq, I PRICE—The ho
Whethe, - WTong there
er goOdS come i:n ’b
on. My, p Tice:

n. Secretary
for no matter
ond or not, the

|
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value should be given to the Customs au-
thorities. There are over 2,000,000 feet
of oak alone shipped from Quebec, coming
from the United States, and that has been
worth as much as 48 cents per foot. I
expect as much as 3,000,000 feet of tim-
ber was shipped to Quebec alone, yet I
cannot find any mention of the factin the
returns, I hope a statement will be brought
down on which we can rely.

The motion was agreed to.

TITLES OF LANDS IN MANITOBA.
MOTION FOR RETURNS.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD moved :—

‘“ That an humble Address be presented to
‘“ Hiy Excellency the Governor-General, pray-
““ ing that His Excellency will be pleased to
‘¢ cause to be laid before this House, copies of
‘¢ all letters and Orders in Council, on the sub-
‘¢ ject of the lands at the place known by the
‘‘ name of Rat River Settlement, and on the
‘“ Red River, in the County of Provencher, as
‘¢ well as in the settlement at La Petite Pointe
‘“ de Chenes, in the Parish of Loretto, in the
¢ County of Selkirk, in the Province of Mani-
‘‘toba, taken possession of by actual scttle-
‘“ ment before or after the admission of the
‘¢ North-Western Territory into the Dominion,
“ without regard to the improvements made
‘“ upon those lands ; and also on the subject of
‘“lands of which possession had been taken by
‘‘ residents in the country long before such
‘¢ admission, but which were not at the time
‘¢ thereof visibly occupied by them.”

He said—Perhaps I should ask the in-
dulgence of the House for bringing up
Maniteba and its interests, so often before
this House.

Hon. gentlemen—Quite right.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD—The question
which I now submit for the consideration
of this honorable House, is a most im-
portant one. I may say it is one of life
or death to our Province, because, if
settlement is facilitated, it means pros-
perity, but if retarded, it means a stop to
our progress. Obstructions have existed
for some time to the settlement of our
lands. Many families have come to our
Province, but, finding no lands suitable
or convenient for settlement, have gone
to Minnesota. Have the Government
done all in their power to prevent that?
I have grave doubts of it. ) I know in
some cases they have acted with liberality,
but in others unnecessary difficulties have
been thrown in the way. Much money
has been spent to send settlers to Mani-

8
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toba. That is all right, but when they
arrive in the Province, facilities should be
afforded them to remain there. The diffi-
culties to which I would now call attention
are of a very serious charscter. The old
settlers are now established at a place
called Rat River. That is not a new set-
tlement. They have been there for years—
if my information is correct, for over ten
years prior to the transfer of the country
to Canada. Some of them went there to
choose for themselves what they call a
winter settlement. They were going there
in winter time, because they found facili-
ties for getting water, hay and wood,
which were not easily found in other parts
of the Province. They chose their lots,
they have been acknowledged as the
owners of those lots and have been taxed
for church and school purposes. They
find now that their titles are contested,
and they are no longer the owners of their
lands. I see in a Manitoba paper the
following Order-in-Council :—

Copy of the Report of a Committee of the Honour-
able the Privy Council, approved by His Excel-
lency the Governgr-General in Council on the
20th April, 1876.

‘“ On a memorandum dated the 29th January,
¢ 1876, from the Honourable the Minister of
‘“the Interior reporting the existence of
¢ certain claims to land in Manitoba, which, he
‘‘gtates, do not come clearly within those
‘¢ provided for under the law as it now stands.

‘‘ The Minister states that these claims may
¢ be described and classified as follows, that is
“ to say :—

‘1, The lands taken up antecedent to a date
‘¢ six montha previous to thetransfer of the North-
¢« West Terr.tories to the Dominien, in accord-
““ ancewith theusage of the country as recognized
‘¢ by the Council of Assiniboia, such proceeding
“ being to employ one of the two surveyors in
““ the colony to survey and lay out the land.

““In some cases, the Minister observes, the
‘¢ persons go taking up lands went into, and
‘“ have remained in, constant cccupation therc»
“* of ; in others little or no improvement was
‘‘ made ; but the ownership of the lands has
‘‘ always been recognized in the community.

“2. Lands alleged to have been taken up,
“ but which were not surveyed as above or
¢ occupied, but merely marked out by the
“ claimants by stakes, prior to 15th July,
*1870.

‘“ Ag regards the first of the two classes
¢ described above, the Minister, in view
"¢ of the fact that such was the usage in the
‘“ Red River settlement in acquiring land pre-
“ vious to the transfer, recommends that such
““ claims be allowed, and suggests with that
“ view that areturn of all such be mace by
‘“the Agent of the Dominion Lands, upon
‘¢ which the necessary authority may be obtain-
““ ed by law for granting patents for the same,

Hon, My, Girard,
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tn Manitoba.

¢ The second class the Minister submits are:
‘“ not entitled to consideration.

““ He remarks, that the mode proposed of
‘¢ dealing with, the above two classes is con-
¢« sistent with the opinion of the Honorable the
‘¢ Minister of J\lstice in*respect of such claims.:
* * * *

W. A. HiMSWORTH,
C.P.C

I respectfully take the liberty to differ
in opinion from that, because in the fourth
sub-section of the 32nd seciion of 33 Vie.,
Cap. 3, it is stated that all persons in
peaceful possession of tracts of land at the
time of the transfer to Canada, in those
parts of the Province in which the Indian
title has not been extinguished, shall have
the right of pre-emption of the same, on
such terms as may be provided by the
Governor in Council. These provisions
were subsequently amended by a law
passed in 1874, Chap. 20. 'We see in the
third section of that Act:—

‘¢ Whereas it is expedient to afford facilities
‘¢ to parties claiming lands under the third and
¢ fourth sub-sections of the thirty-second see-
“tion of the Act thirty-third Vie., Chapter
‘¢ three, to obtain Letters Patent for the same-
‘“ Be it enacted, that persons satisfactorily es-
‘¢ tablishing undisturbed occupancy of any lands
“ within the Province, prior to, and being by
“ themselves or their servants, tenants or
‘“ agents, or those through whom they claim, in
*¢ actual and peaceable possession thereof on the
““ eighth day of March, one thousand eight
‘“ hundred and sixty-nine, shall be entitled to
‘ receive Letters Patent therefor, granting the
‘¢ same absolutely to them respectively in fee
‘¢ simple.”

The cause of the whole difficulty has
been the limiting of the time to the eighth
of March, when it should have been the
date of the transfer of the Province to the
Dominion, the 15th of July 1870. That
is acknowledged in the Act 38 Vie., Cap.
53, where it is enacted that persons in ac-
tual peaceable possession of lands, on the
fifteen day of July, one thousand eight
hundred and seventy, shall be entitled to
receive Letters Patent therefor, grant-
ing the same absolutely to them respec-
tively in fee simple. I have never been
able to understand why such importsnce
has been attached to the eighth of M:rck
1869. The opinion of people in Ma-
nitoba is, that parties who were in posses-
sion of lands at the time of the transfer
of the country should r