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Notgr.—In order to find quickly whether a paper has been printed or not, the mark (n.p.) has been
inserted when not printed ; papers not so marked, it may be understood, areprinted. Further information
concerning each paper is to be found in the List, commencing on page 4.

A
Adulteration of Food........ocooviiiniitn
Agricnlture, Anniaal Report................
Aitken, James M. ... ... (n.p.)
Aldershot Camp. .. ....... ..oouene (n.p.)
Archives, Canadian........................
Atlantic Service, Fast.... ... .. ... (n.p.)
Auditor General,”Annual Report...........

B
Bain, D. .l i (n.p.)
Banks in thie 'Yu‘kofl‘. e iseaee e,
Banks, Chartered.. ... .. .. ... ... ...
B. C., illegal fishing, &c ........ (n.p.)
Beaver Line Co...................... (n.p.)
Bear River Bridge....... ... voi . .(np.)
Behring Sea Seal Question.... ............
Belanger, Brevet Major P.... ....... (n.p.)
Belleville Post Office................. (n.p.)
Bituminous Coal ............... . ... (n.p.)
Bonls and Securities.... ........... (n.p.)
Brantford Mail Ca.rners .............. (n.p.)
British Canadian Loan& Investment Co.(n. p.)
British Columbia Railway Belt ....... (n.p.)

C
Cable to Australia........ ................
Cameron, A. F............. N (n.p.)
Cameron, H. B.............couuunen. (n.p.)

Ca.m»dian Pacific Railway :
Business with Interior Dgpartment..(n.p.)
La.llxds sold by..oeveieeniiiu..... (n.p.)

8
3Tz
118
8
18
1

37t
47

113

39
114

37p

52

61

94
37w
59

43a
43

1’ Defences of Canada........

C
Cape Breton Customs Officials ........ (n.p.) 37aa
Chartered Banks .......................... 3
Cheese and Butter Factories .......... (n.p.) 88
Civil Service :
Appointments and Promotions......... .. 46
Board of Examiners...., ............... 16¢
Commissioners’ Report.............. 3la to 3le
Dismissals, &c......ocooviiiiin ... 31
Dismissals, &e.......... ..... .. .(n p-} 37 to 37bb
Insurance Act..........covvuen ... (n.p.) 35
B 7T 165
Schedule B. ..... . viee... B3
Superannuations. . ................(.p.) 33
Coal, Bituminous............ccvvuun.... (n.p.) 52
Coasting Laws ..........oovieeies venennnn 96
Cold Storage Service... ......... ...(n.p.) 98
Conference of Colonial Premiers............ 58
Connors, D ............ ... ... (n.p.) 79
Contract with Mackenzie & Mann.......... 25
Corbeil, Frangois..  ............... j
Caté St. Luc, Shooting at
Criminal Statistics. ..... .......... PO 8d
Crow’s Nest, Commissioners’ Report.... .. 90a
Crow’s Nest Pass Railway ; Diphtheria.(n.p.) 90
D
; Dairy Commissioner............ I -
{ Dart, Lyman,........ . .. e e (n.p.) 82
i Debates of the House. ................ (n.p.) 60
i Deeper Waterways. ..... veseanaians 16a
vetreeaanns (n.p.) 72
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D I
Desroches, Dovvenenvniriviie oo cone {n.p.) 37b | Intercolonial Railway :
“Diana,” Expedition by the. ......... ... 11b Contract for Farm Gates, .. ......... (n.p.) 78
Diphtheria on Crow’s Nest Pass Ry....(n.p.) 90 Extension................ PN (n.p.) 57
Dismissals of Employees.............. (n.p.) 37bb] Tariffs.. .. ...coiiis i, (n.p.) 78
Dividends Unpaid in Banks ............... 3a | Interior, Annual Report................... 13
Dominion Lands .........coivntt (n.p.) 44, 44a | International Commission on Waterways.... 16a
Dominion Police.. ........covevvnn.. . (n.p.) 27 3
Dredging on the Saskatchewan............. 83a
Drolet, Chevalier.. .................. (n.p.) 4la | Japanese Immigration................ (n.p.) 56
Drolet, G. A........ ... e teee eeene 41 ~Jennings, W. T., Report of ........ ....... 30
Judges of Quebec.......ccovvuvenn.... (n.p.) 50
E Justice, Annual Report........ cerees 18
Edmonton Railway Bridge. .. .... voendnp) 71 K
Esq,“ima‘lt and Nanaimo Railway....... (n.p) 70 Kaslo and Slocan Railway... .... ........ 30b
Estimates.. . ... ....o.o.. PN 2a to 2¢ b
Exchequer Court Order............... (n.p.) 23 Iéfrs?." H. fgl?"tlmq .................... 305
Experimental Farms..............0 v 8a ondike Official Guide.............. ... 96
L
F
Laberge, M. P................ ... ... (n.p.) 37
Fast Atlantic Service................. (n.p.) 48 | Lachine Canal Emp]oyees ............. (n.p.) 37m
Fisheries, Annual Report................. 1la | Lands, Dominion.... .................... 44, 440
Fishing Bounty ........ ..o oinnn (n.p.) 32 | Lanouette, Blzéar.. ................. (n.p.)  37u
Fishing Licenses...........o.oovien (n.p.) 20, 20a | Lease to G. A. Drolet ..................... 41
Food Supplies for the Yukon............... 116 | Library of Parliament, Report......... 17
Fort William Elevators... ...... .. .(n.p.) 55 | Licenses to U. S. Fishing Vessels..... (n.p. ) 20
France, Vessels t0.......oovvvninneninnanes 36 | List of the Civil Service. ..... ceeveeeneeen. 166
““ Frederick J. Gerring”.............. (n.p.) 92 | Liquor Permits............ veveersiee.(np) Bl
French Treaty ...............0 o (n.p.) 100 | Liquor Permits.... ...cceveravenrces covns 5la
Frigon, Amable.... ........... ..... (n.p.) 111 | London Election Trial .......... eeeenip) 81
G n :
1ops Canal. ... voeevereneaniannns (n.p) 91 | Mackenzie & Mann Contract....ceeuer-.... %
g:na!:wque Drill Shed. ..... ..c.... (n.p.) 73, 732 | Mail CO"tractS-Y- ------------------ (n.p.) 21 to 21d
. . Manitoba and North-west Lands..... (n.p.) 49
Gascoigne, Major General.................. 105 Manitoba, Public Buildi
Geological Survey Report........... ... . 13 Man?toba S‘;’ “; L:‘dmgs ---------------- 63
Gold Placer Mining ........... s 83 M”’"f‘o chool Lands........cccceeeiiinn Tda
Gold taken from the Yukon .......... .. 30a an.ltoba School Question ........... ..... 74
Marine, Annual Report.................... 11
Government Horses. ............. SR (n.p. ) . ‘24 Military Harness o) o7
Governor GGeneral’s Warrants. ... ?:l‘p'; . i?c Militia and Defence, Annual Report....... . 19
- Grifin, 8. R e PP Milivia Clothing..... vovvvsovres oo, 87
b ¢ Militia Clothing ..................... (n.p.) 87a
Militia Force Equipment............ An.p.) 77, 77a
CHANSArd . i (n.p.) 60 | Miller, ThomasH.................... (n.p.) 37¢
Hoar, Charles.........cooeevennieenn, (n.p.) 37k | Miscellaneous Unforeseen Expenses .(n.p.) 28
Horses belonging to Government ... .. (n.p.) 24 | Montreal Drill Shed............ ..(n.p) 73
‘Hudson Bay Expedition................... 118
Hundredth Royal Canadian Regiment.(n.p.) 103 Mo
I McLeod, M. G.ovvvnvniennnninnnn.. (n.p.) 873
Tllegal Fishing, etc., in B.C.......... (n.p.) 29 N
Indian AcCt. .veeeueneniiionenaniaaaens (n.p.) 42 | Newfoundland and Canada .. ............ 54
Indian Affairs, Annual Report............. 14 | North-west and Manitoba Lands...... (n.p.) 49
Indian Reservesin N. W. T......... (n.p.) 49 | North-west Irrigation Act ........... (n.p.) 46
Inland Revenue, Annual Report ........... 7 | North-west Mounted Police................ 15
Insurance, Annual Report Nova Scotia Postal Mail Clerks..... Sn.p) 117
Insurance Companies....... ... cooveenenn. 2N. W. T., Government Employees in..(n.p.) 37z
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(]
Oak Bay Mills Post Office..... ..... (n.p.) 89
Orton, George T........... ......... (n.p.) 37g
Ottawa Rifle Range .................. (n.p.) 115
0ver-m1ings of Treasury Beard...... (n.p.) 22
) o
Palmer, Benjamin.............. ..... (n.p.) 37a
*“Petrel,” Steamer.............. ..... (n.p.) 108
Point Claire Whatf................. .(n.p.) 68
Police, Donrinion.............cvenen.. (n.p) 27
Postal Mail Clerks, N.S.............. (n.p.) 117
Postmaster General, Annual Report. ... .... 12
Prince Edward Island Delegation. . ...... . %
Public Accounts, Annual Report...... ..... 2
Public Printing and Stationery............. 16d
Public Works, Annual Report.............. 9
Q
Quebec Exhibitions. .................. (n.p.) 119
Quebec J udges......oooeiiiiinn ol (n.p.) 50
R
Railways and Canals, Annual Report... . 10
Railway Tickets. ........... e (n.p.) 76
Rebellion of 1837-8 . oveeeieiineannn (n.p.) 85
Richardson, Hugh......cooovenen - L0 (n.p.) 106
Royal Canadian Regiment............ (n.p.) 103
yal Military College............ A(n.p.) 62, 62a
David.......cc.oovv e i (n.p.) 37¢
)
Saskatchewan, Dredging on the ........... 83a
Schedule B., Civil Service................. 53
School Lands, Manitoba. ... ... . T4a
Seal Question................... .. . 39
Secreta.ry of State, Annual Report, . .. 16
Shareholders in Chartered Banks. . ......... 3
Simonds, R. H.........ovvennnn... (n.p.) 37
Skagway and Stikine River Railway........ 300
Smith, Hamilton. . ... «.oeveurerenenannnn, 30¢
Smith, Henry.....ccvvvvvrnrvnn on.n. (n.p.) 37d
Songhees Indians. .. .............. (n.p.) 75, 102
Soulanges Canal.......coovvvunnn.. ... (n.p.) 120
Sowden, W. H....... i, (n.p.) 101
Spencer, Willisam J...........c.... ... (n.p.) 65
Spinks, Judge.... ....iciniiinnnn ceodnp) 95
8t. Anicet Wharf..........covueenn... (n.p.) 68a
Steamboat Inspection ..................... 1l
Steeves, Joseph . ...............ou... (n.p.) 37r
Steeves, Joshua L.................... (n.p.) 37y
Ste. Ann Lock Employees. ... ....... (n.p.) 80
Ste. Geneviéve, Floods at............. (n.p.) 67

13

]
Stikine River........ P [ (n.p.) 99
Stikine-Teslin Railway ............... (n.p.) 30a
St. Mary’s Road Post Office. .......... (n.p.) 89
St. Vincent de Paul Penitentiary...... (n.p.) 66
Superannuations, Civil Service........ (n.p.) 33
Supplies for the Yukon....... ....... (n.p.) 112
Supreme Court Order.. .......... eou(np) 23
T
Telegraph Cable to Australia. ........ .. 94
Tennant, John F..................... (n.p.) 37y
Thompson, R.S............... ...... (n.p.) 37d
Timber Berths ... ......... ..... .. (n.p.) 110
Trade and Commerce, Annual Report. . ... 5
Trade and Navigation, Annual Report...... 6
Treasury Board Over-rulings.......... (n.p.) 22
U
Unclaimed Balances in Banks ...... ...... 3a
Unforeseen Expenses ...... ..... ... (n.p.) 28
United States Fishing Vessels......... (n.p.) 20
v
Venner, VictorJ. A............ .... (n.p.) 37
Veterans of 18378 ................... (n.p.) 86
w
Walker, John . .., ................. (n.p.) 73k
Walsh, E.J....... ...oo0 ool (n.p.) 64
Walsh, Major J. M... ................. 38 to 38¢
Walton, Thomas. ... ............. ceei(np) 370
Warrants, Governor Generals.........(n.p.) 26
Waterways, Deeper............... ... .... 16a
‘Weights, Measures, etc............ e Ta
Welland Canal Employees............ (n.p.) 37!
Wharf at Point Claire..... .......... (n.p.) 68
‘Wharf at St. Anicet............... ...(n.p.) 68a
‘Wheat Imported and Exported.. . .... (n.p.) &5a
Wiater Steamship Service ............ (n.p.) 98
Y
‘“ Yantic,” Steamship.. .............. (n.p.) 104
Yukon, Banksinthe.... . ............... 47
Yukon, Food Supplies for the.............. 116
Yukon, Gold taken from the....... . .... 30a
Yukon, Liquor Permits for the........ (n.p.) 51
Yukon, Liquor Permits for the............. bla
Yukon, North-west route to the....... {n.p.) 107
Yukon, Railways towards the.............. 30¢
Yukon, Supplies for the .............. (n.p.) 112
Yukon, Timber Berths in the......... (n.p.) 110

Yukon, W. T. Jenning’s Report on the., .. 30
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LIST OF SESSIONAL PAPERS

Arranged in Numerical Order, with their Titles at full length ; the Dates when
Ordered and when Presented to both Houses of Parliament ; the Name of
the Member who moved for each Sessional Paper, and whether it is ordered
to be Printed or Not Printed.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 1.

1. Report of the Auditor General for the year ended 30th June, 1897. Presented 10th February, 1898,
by Hon. W. 8. Fielding....... RN cevianes ...Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 2.

®. Public Accounts of Canada, for the fiscal year ended 30th June,1897. Presented 8th February, 1898,
by Hon. W. 8. Fielding .. ................... . Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

2q. Estimates of sums required for the service of the Dominion, for the year ending on the 30th June,
189y. Presented 28th March, 1898, by Hon. W. 8. Fielding.

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
5. Supplementary Estimates for the year ending 30th Juue, 1898. Presented 17th May, 1898, by Hon.

W. S Fielding. ceecnvivr cvviriviiennne e Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
2¢, Supplementary Estimates for the year ending 30th June, 1899. Presented 30th May, 1898, by Hon.
W.S. Fielding ..... ..ooovivniiiiiiinnns evo o Printed for both distribution and sessional pagers.
@d. Further Supplementary Estimates for the year ending 30th June, 1899. Presented Tth June, 1898, by
Hon. W. 8. Fielding........o0 vivvn ot Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
®e. Further Supplementary Estimates for the year ending 30th June, 1898. Prescnted Tth June, 1898,
by Hon. W. S, Fielding.... ......o...oo0 ooty Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
8. List of Shareholders of the Chartered Banks of Canada, as on the 31st December, 1897. Presented
10th June, 1898, by Hon. W. 8. Fielding.. .. . Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

8a. Report of dividends remaining unpaid, and unclaimed balances in the Chartered Banks of Canada,
for five years and upwards, prior to 31st December, 1897.

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 8.

4. Report of the Superintendent of Insurance, for the year ended 31st December, 1897.
Printed for both distribution andsessional papers.
4a. Preliminary statements of the business of Life Insurance Companies in Canada, for the year ended
818t December, 1897. Presented 9th June, 1898, by Hon. W. S. Fielding.
Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
4b. Abstract of Statements of Insurance Companies in Canada, for the year ended 31st December, 1897,
Presented 9th June, 1898, by Hon. W. S, Field‘ing, Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
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CONTENTS OF VOLUME 4.

3. Report of the Department of Trade and Commerce, for the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1897. Pre-

sented 22nd February, 1898, by Sir Richard Cartwright.
Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 5.

8. Tables of the Trade and Navigation of Canada, for the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1897. Presented
7th February, 1898, by Hon. W. Paterson...... Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 6.

7. Inland Revenues of Canada. Excise, &c., for the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1897. Presented 7th

February, 1898, by Sir Henri Joly de Lotbiniére.
Printed for Loth distrihution and gessional papers.

Fa. Inspection of Weights, Measures, Gas and Electric Light, for the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1897.
Presented 7th February, 1898, by Sir Henri Joly de Lotbiniére.

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

7. Report on Adulteration of Food, for the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1897. Presented 16th February,

1898, by Sir Henri Joly de Lotbiniére. . .......Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

Report of the Minister of Agriculture, for the calendar year 1897. Presented 9th March, 1898, by

Hon. S. A, Fisher................... .. e Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

8a. Report of the Director and Officers of the Experimental Farms, for the year 1897. Presented Tth

June, 1898, by Hon. S. A. Fisher. .............. Printcd for both distribution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 1.

8¢, Report on Canadian Archives, 1897, .............. Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

8c. Report of the Commissioner of Agriculture and Dairying.
Printed for both distrilution and sessional papers.

84, Crimina] Statistics for the year 1897 ... ........ Printed for both distrilution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 8. :

9. Annual Report of the Minister of Public Works, for the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1897. Presented
10 3rd May, 1898, by Hon. J. I. Tarte. ........... Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
- Annual Report of the Department of Railways and Canals, for the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1897.

Presented 7th March, 1898, by Hon. A. G. Blair.
Printed for Loth distribution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 9.

1L Annual Report of the Department of Marine and Fisheries (Marine) for the fiscal year ended 30th
June, 1897. Presented 3rd February, 1898, by Sir Louis Davies.

11 Printed for both distribution and scssional papers.

2. Annual Report of the Department of Marine and Fisheries (Fisheries), for the fiscal vear ended 30th

June, 1897, Presented st March, 1898, by Sir Louis Davies.

113 . Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

- Report of the expedition to Hudson Bay and Cumberland Gulf in the steamship * Diana,” under the

command of William Wakeham, Marine and Fisheries, Canada, 1897. Presented 21st April, 1898,

1 by Sir Louis Davies........ «evivvvenennn. ... Printed for both distribution and sessional papere.
¢. Report of the Chairman of the Board of Steamboat Inspection, etc., for calendar year ended 3lst

December, 1897............ccevt ceeeenennn. . Printed for both distribution and scssional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 10.

1. Report of the Postmaster General, for the year ended 30th June, 1897. Presented 31st March, 1898,
13, 4 by Hon, W. Mulock. ......... .......... e Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
. nnual Report of the Department of the Interior, for the year 1897. Presented 21st April, 1898, by
Hon, C. Sifton........ [P 5 Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
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CONTENTS OF VOLUME 11.

18a. Summary Report of the Geological Survey Department, for the year 1897, Presented 20th May,

1898, by Hon. C. Sifton........................ Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
14. Annual Report of the Department of Indian Affairs, for the year ended 30th June, 1897. Presented
9th March, 1898, by Hon. C. Sifton. ... . .....Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 12.

15. Report of the Commissioner of the North-west Mounted Police Force, 1897. Presented 14th April,

1898, by Sir Wilfrid Lauvier......... - . . Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
16. Report of the Secretary of State of Canada for the year ended 31st December, 1897. Presented
24th March, 1898, by Sir Wilfrid Laurier.. ..... Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

18a. Reports of the Canadian members of the International Commission on the Deeper Waterways from
the Great Lakes to the Atlantic. Presented 9th June, 1898, by Hon. A. G. Blair.

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
16h. Civil Service List of Canada, 1897. Presented Tth February, 1898, by Hon. C. Fitzpatrick.

Printed for Voth distribution and scssional papers.

16¢. Report of the Board of Civil Service Examiners, for the year ended 31st December, 1897. Presented

26th April, 1898, by Sir Wilfrid Laurier......... Printed for both distribution and sesstonal papers.

16d. Annual Report of the Department of Public Printing and Stationery, for the year ended 30th June,
1897. Presented 3rd June, 1898, by Hon. 8. A. Fisher.

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

1%7. Report of the Joint Librarians of Parhament, for the year 1897. Presented 3rd February, 1898, by

the Hon. The Speaker ............:...0 et e e e Printed for sessional papers.

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 18.

18. Report of the Minister of Justice as to Penitentiaries of Canada, for the year ended 30th June, 1897.
Presented 3rd June, 1898, by Hon. C. Fitzpatrick.
Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
19. Report of the Department of Militia and Defence of Canada, for the year ended 31st December, 1897,
Presented 23rd March, 1898, by Hon. F. W. Borden.
Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.
0. Copy of an order in council relative to the izsue of licenses to United States fishing vessels, Pre-
sented 3rd February, 1898, by Sir Louis Davies .... ...... .... .. ... .... . Not printed.
20a. Return to an order of the House of Commions, dated 12th April, 1897 for a retum showing the
number of fishing licenses granted to fish in Lake Erie, opposite East and West Elgin, and their
location, whether pound net, gill net or seine license, and to whom granted during the years 1895
and 1896. Also the names of all applicants for licenses for the year 1897, giving the names of those
applicants who were granted licenses and the amount paid by each of them. Also all telegrams,
letters, reports and correspondence of every description in any way relating to the granting or
refusal of such licenses. Presented 13th April, 1898.—M7r. Ingram.. ..... ... .. Not printed.
21. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 12th April, 1897, for a return showing all mail
contracts that were cancelled and all that expired in East and West Elgin since 15th July, 1896 ;
also all correspondence, reports, tenders received and entered into for carrying the mail since 15th
July, 1896, giving names and amounts. Presented 4th February, 1808.—Mr. Ingram.
Not printed.
®1a. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 5th May, 1897, for copies of correspondence and
papers cancelling the contract with Mr. Finkle for carrying the mail from Newburgh to Kingston
by the way of Camden East, Wilton, Odessa, etc. Also copies of tenders for carrying the mail
from Newburgh to Kingston by the way of Camnden East, Wilton, Odessa, ete. ; together with all
correspondence, reports and papers in connection with this contract. Presented 4th February,
1898. —Mr. WHlSON.. ... i L e e e Not printed.
21b. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 3rd May, 1897, for copies of all papers and cor-
respondence relating to tenders for the mail contract from Shubenacadie to Dean, in the province
of Nova Scotia, includiug a statement of the tenders received and the reason for awarding the
contract to one Guild. Presented 4th Febrgary, 1898.—8ir C. Hibbert Tupper. .... Not printed.
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R1c,

R1g,

2,

3,

24,

25,

26,
7.
8,

%9,

30.

20q,

303,

80,

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 18—Continued.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 3rd May, 1897, for a return showing: 1. Each
contract for carrying the mails cancelled since 7th July, 1896, showing the locality covered by each
contract and the county and provinee in which situated. 2. The name of each contractor. 3. The
Price of each contract at the time of cancellation. 4. If new contracts entered into, the contract
Price of each new contract. 5. The reason for the cancellation of each contract. Presented 4th
February, 1898.—Mr. Cameron. ......cccooiie vt e e Printed for sessional papers.

Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 30th
March, 1898, for copies of all orders in council, correspondence, reports, tenders, if any, and papers
relating to the carrying of the mail between Golden, B.C., and St. Eugene since July, 1896, the
number of trips made by each courier and the amount paid to each. Presented 31st May, 1898.—
P, FOSUET e oot ae e o e e aes Not printed.

Return of Treasury Board Over-rulings of Auditor General’s decisions between the second session of
the eighth parliament, 1897, and the session of 1898, Presented 7th February, 1898, by Hon. W.

S FHelAINg. . . oo e e Not printed. -
General Rules and Orders of the Exchequer Court of Canada. Presented 7th February, 1898, by
Hon. C. Fitzpatrick .... . ... ......ooco coiiniinn.. e e e . Not printed.
General Order No. 87 of the Supreme Court. Presented 25th March, 1898, by Hon. C. Fitzpatrick.
. Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 7th June, 1897, for copies of all correspondence
of record in the department of the interior in regard to the keeping of government horses by S. J.
Donaldson, of Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, from October, 1894, until May. 1895, and referring in
any way to the transferring of the ke:ping of said horses from Joseph Letellier de St. Just to the
said S. J. Donaldson ; together with all accounts received from S.J. Donaldson in connection
with keeping of said horses and caring for other government property. Presented 7th February,
D N /2 Not printed.

Copy of the order in council and the contract entered into between Her Majesty and Messrs.
Mackenzie and Mann for the construction of a railway from the Stikine River 1o Teslin Lake.
Presented 8th February, 1898, by Hon. A. G. Blair........ See ¢ Votes and Proceedings,” page 37.

Statement of Governor General's Warrants issued since Jast session of parliament, on account of fiscal
year 1897-98. Presented 8th February, 1898, by Hon. W. S, Fielding.......... .... Not printed.

Report of the Commissioner, Dominion Police Force, for the year 1897. Presented 8th February,
1898, by Hon. C. Fitzpatrick.... ... ........ eoeiiviies ciiiiies e, Not printed.
Statement of expenditure on account of miscellaneous unforeseen expenses from 1st July, 1897, to 3rd
February, 1898. Presented 10th February, 1898, by Hon. W. 8. Fielding........... Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 17th May, 1897, for copies of all papers, reports
and correspondence respecting the illegal fishing by foreigners in the waters of British Columbia,
and also all papers, reports and correspondence respecting smuggling on the coast of British
Columbia. Presented 11th February, 1898.—Mr. Prior................. vevereenn. Not printeds

Report of Mr. W. T. J ennings, C.E., on routes to the Yukon. Presented 11th February, 1848, by
Hon. C. Sifton ... ... e e Printed for both distribution and sesstonal papers.

Re.tum showing the approximate amount of gold taken out of the Yukon district from 1886 to 1897,
inclusive. Presented 15th February, 1898, by Hon. C. Sifton........ Printed for sessional papers.

Copies of the following papers: 1. Particulars of the standard and gauge of the Kaslo and Slocan
Railway. 2. Proposal of J. Wesley Allison representing a syndicate for construction of Skagway
and Lake Bennett and Dawson City Railway. 3. Proposal from a syndicate represented by Lord
Charles Montague, Mr. Clarence H. Mackay and Mr. H. Maitland Kersey for construction of &
railway from Stikine River to Teslin Lake. 4. Letters to the minister of the interior from Mr. H.
Maitland Kersey, bearing date the 22nd and 23rd J anuary, 1898. Presented 15th February, 1898,
by Hon. C. Sifton ..... ....cccvvveuvineeinnnnn . . e e Printed for sessional papers.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 22nd ebruary, 1898, for copies of all papers
respecting any proposal made by Mr. Hamilton Smith, for the construction of a railway towards
the Yukon. Presented 22nd February, 1898, by Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

7 Printed for sessional papers.
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30d.}Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 17th March, 1898

31.

for a return showing all offers received by the govermnent for building the Stikine-Teslin Railway
or for building any railway or tramway to connect the head waters of the Yukon with the Pacific
ocean, and all plans, specifications and other documents in connection therewith, and all corres-
pondence upon this subject. Presented (Senate) 3rd May, 1898.— Hon. Mr. Wood. .. Not printed.

Supplementary return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 9th

April, 1897, for a statement showing for each department of the civil service, the names, ages,
offices and salaries of such persons employed either in the inside or outside divisions thereof ; and
of such persons not in the civil service employed by the government in any department, who, since
the 13th July, 1896, and in cases where no commission of investigation was appointed, as have been
removed from office by dismissal, superannuation or otherwise, specifying in each case the manner
of, the grounds for such removal, and the length of notice given to the persons removed, and the
amount of superannuation or gratuity granted, if any ; also showing the name, age, office and
salary or remuneration of any and every person appointed to the civil service in the place of, or as
a consequence of any such removal.  Presented (Senate) 16th March, 1898.—Hon. Mr. Kirchhoffer.

Printed for sessional papers.

31a.-Partial return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 9th April,

310,

81ec.

1897, for a return showing: 1. The number of commissions issued, and the number and names of
all commissioners appointed by order in council or otherwise, since the 11th July last, to inquire
into and report upon charges preferred against any employee of the government, whether perma-
nent or temporary, of offensive partisanship during the last Dominion election, or at any other
time. 2. The number of commissions issued, and the number and names of all commissioners
appointed to inquire into and report upon charges preferred, or upon the conduct of any officer or
other employee of the governnent, permanent or temporary, other than those mentioned in the
preceding paragraph. 3. The number and names of all commissioners appointed to investigate
and report upon any claim or claims preferred against the government, and the finding of such
commissioner or commissioners thereon. 4. The date of, and copy of each commission issued, and
the date of the appointment of each commissioner, his name, residence and designation. 5. The
time occupied in each investigation by each commissioner or commissioners. 6. The amount
paid or to be paid to each commissioner, in fees, per diem allowance, salary, travelling expenses,
and incidentals of all kinds. 7. The number of witnesses summoned in each case to appear before
the investigating commissioner or commissioners. 8. The amount paid or to be paid, to each witness,
in fees, per diem allowance, travelling expenses, or for any other services rendered. 9. The number of
bailiffs and constables employed in each case, and the amount paid or to be paid to each for his services
in any capacity. 10. The number and names of all lawyers retained or engaged in any way by the
crown to conduct each case, the amount paid or to be paid to each lawyer or counsel so engaged.
11. A copy of all reports made to heads of departments, or to his excellency the governor general
in council, by any commissioner or commissioners, together with his or their findings in each case ;
and a statement showing the action taken thereon by any head of a department, or by the governor
general in council. 12. The name, age, office and salary of any and every person appointed to any
office or employment under the government, in the place of, or in consequence of any person’s removal

or dismissal, as a result of the finding of any commissioner or commissioners. Presented (Senate)

16th March, 1898.— Hon. Sir Mackenzie Bowell. ... ........... . ..... Printed in abstract form.

Supplementary return to No. 3la. Presented (Senate) 25th March, 1898, —Hon. Sir Mackenzie

Bowell. . N

kSupplementary return to No 31a Presented {Senate) 18th May, 1898. —~H¢m Sir Mackenzie Bowell.

See 3la.

81d. Supplementary return to No. 3la. Presented (Senate) 27th May, 1898.—Hon. Sir Mackenzie Bowell.

81e.

33.

See 3la.

Supplementary return to No. 3la. Presented (Senate) 31st May, 1898.— Hon. Sir Mackenzic Bowell.

See 31a.

Statement in reference to fishing bounty expenditure for 1896-97. Presented 15th February, 1898,

by Sir Louis Davies................o..00 .0 0 L0 L0 Lo e Not printed.

Statement of all superannuatxons and retiring alluwances in the civil service during year ended 31st

December, 1897, giving name, rank, salary, service, allowance and cause of retirement of each
person superannuated or retired, also whether vacancy filled by promotion or new appointment,
and salary of any new appointee. Presented 16th February, 1898, by Hon. W. S. Fielding.

Not printed.
8
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34, Detailed statement of all bonds and securities registered in the department of the secretary of state
of Canada, since the last return, 5th April, 1897, and submitted to parliament in accordance with
section 23 of chapter 19 of the Revised Statutes of Canada. Presented 16th February, 1898, by

35 Hon. C, FRtzpatrick ..o i e Not printed.

Statement in pursuance of section 17 of the Civil Service Insurance Act, for the year ended 30th
36 June, 1897, Presented 18th February, 1898, by Hon. W. 8. Fielding...... .. ...... Not printed.
* Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 22nd February, 1898, for copies of all papers
tespecting the establishment of 2 lipe of vessels between Canada and France. Presented 22nd

3y Febl'lmry, 1898, by Sir Wilfrid Laurier. . ... .........coo v oo oun. Printed for sessional papers.
* Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 17th
May, 1897, for copies of all depositions, declarations, reports, orders in council, correspondence,
ete., concerning the dismissal of M. P, Laberge, late deputy postmaster at the city of Quebec.
Presented 2nd March, 1898, —Mr. Cosgrain.. ......... e e ....Not printed.

- Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 14th
February, 1898, for copies of all correspondence, charges, evidence and reports in connection with
the case of Benjamin Palmer, formerly lighthouse keeper at Palmer’s Point, King’s county, N.B.
Presented 3rd March, 1898.—AMr. Foster...... .....oooiir cir i e s Not printed.
Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governcr General, dated 14th
March, 1898, for copies of the report made to the government by Mr. Jean B. B. Prévost, who
Was appointed to inquire into the conduct of Mr. D. Desroches, collector of revenue for the excise
division of Terrebonne. Presented 22nd March, 1898.—Afr. Chauvin...... . .... .+ Not printcd.
S“P{’lementary' return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 5th April, 1897, for a return
giving the names of all commissioners appointed by the government or any of the ministers to hear
charges and make investigations into the conduct of civil servants and employees of the govern-
ment or any of the departments since July, 1896, together with the rate of pay and allowances of
“ach and the length of time each has been employed, and the full amount paid ; also copies of all
reports made by them to the government, or any member thereof, and copies of the authorization
and instructions under which they acted. Presented 25th March, 1898.— M7, Foster. . Not printed.

a:'d':Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th March, 1898, for copies of all correspon-
dence and papers touching the appointment of R. 8. Thompson to the position of postmaster in the
town of Oxford, Cumberland county, Nova Scotia, and the dismissal of Henry Smith from said
office, the applications for the said position and correspondence respecting the same ; also copies
of all reports or charges, if any, made against R. 8. Thompson for selling liquor contrary to the
Provigions of the Scott Act, and for smuggling or other charges ; and all papers showing what, if
any, action has been taken on these complaints. Presented 28th March, 1898.—Sir C. Hibbert
ay TUPPEr. ..o e e Not printed.
¢ Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th March, 1898, for a return of all papers,
Correspondence and reports connected with the dismissal of S. R. Griffin, Isaac’s Harbour, Nova
Scatia, from his position of postmaster, including a petition signed by seven-eighths {more or less)
of the electors of said district, in favour of the retention in the service of an officer who had served
ay for twenty-two years and a half. Presented 12th April, 1898.—Sir C. Hibbert Tupper. . Not printed.
/. Return to an addvess of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 30th
March, 1898, for copies of all papers, letters, correspondence, depositions, reports, documents, etc-,
In relation to the suspension from office of Victor J. A. Venner, as Indian agent for the Resti-
a 8ouche band of Indians. Presented 12th April, 1898.—Mr. McAlister. ..... .. ..... Not printed.
7. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 18th April, 1898, for copies of all letters, papers
and correspondence or reports between the minister of the interior or any of his departmental
employees, and any Indian agent or agents regarding the dismissal of Dr. George 'I'. Orton as
medical superintendent of Indians in the province of Manitoba. Presented 27th April, 1898.—
a Mr. Sproule.... ......... ..ciie e ....Not printed.
7h. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1898, for copies of all correspon-
dence between any minister of the crown and other persons respecting the dispensing with the
services of John Walker as caretaker of the Cave and Basin Baths at Banff, North-west Territories.
Presented 27th April, 1898.—Mr. Datin. .. oovvoro e Not printed.
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Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th March, 1898, for copies of all papers,

reports and official correspondence in any way connected with the dismissal of David Ross, fishery
otficer for N. E. Margaree, in the island of Cape Breton. Presented 28th April, 1898, —Sir C.
Hibbert Tupper. .. .... .. ... .. e e i Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1898, for copies of papers, cor-

respondence and orders concerning the dismissal of Francois Corbeil, formerly wharfinger on the
Lachine canal. Presented 4th May, 1898.—M~. Bergeron. .... .... ... ... ........ Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th March, 1898, for copies of reports, cor-

respondence and papers relating to the dismissal of Charles Hoar, an employee of the Intercolonial
Railway at Pictou, Nova Scotia. Presented 4th May, 1898.—Sir» C. Hibbert Tupper. . Not printed.

Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 30th

March, 1898, for a return giving : («.) The names of employees relieved from duty by the govern-
ment by dismissal or otherwise upon the Welland canal and Welland canal feeder, from the 13th
of July, 1896, to the 1st of March, 1898. (b.) The years of service of each employee so relieved of
duty. (c.) The amount of retiring allowance, if any. (d.) The cause of dismissal in each case,
{e.) The amount of pay per annum of which each employee had been in receint. (f.) The names

of new employees appointed, whether permanently or temporarily, between the same dates.
(9.) The amount to be paid to each of such new temporary or permanent employee per month.
Presented 5th May, 1898.—Mr. Montague.. ... ......... ..o iuiiiiieiian . Not printed.

. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 18th

April, 1898, giving : («.) The names of employees relieved from duty by the government by dis-
missal or otherwise upon the Lachine canal, from 13th July, 1896, to 1st March, 1898. (b.) The years
of service of each employee sorelieved of duty. (c.) The amount of retiring allowance, it any. (d.)
The cause of disinissal in each case. (¢.) The amount of pay per annum of each employee at date
of dismissal. (f.) The names of new employees appointed, whether permanently or temporarily,
from 13th July, 1896, to 1st March, 1898. (#.) The amount to be paid to each such new temporary
or permanent employee per month. Presented 5th May, 1898.—Mr. Quinn.......... Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1898, for copies of all reports, cor-

respondence and papers relating to the dismissal of R. H. Simmonds, an employee of the Inter-
colonial Railway, in the general offices at Moncton, N.B. Presented 5th May, 1898.—AM». Powell.

Not printed,

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 18th April, 1898, for copies of all letters, telegrams

and correspondence with respect to the dismissal of Thomas Walton, late Indian agent of the Parry
Island band; also report of investigation regarding the same. Presented 6th May, 1898.—AMr,
McCormick. ... A Not printed,

Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 14th March, 1898,

for: 1. Copies of all complaints, whether by affidavit or otherwise, made against Mr. John Taylor,
late postmaster of the city of Belleville, 2. Copies of all orders in council authorizing the reducing
of the post office in Belleville from that of a city to a town office. 3. The names of the employees
of said otfice who were dismissed, their ages, length of time each was in the service of the govern-
ment, the amount of gratuity paid to each who had not served ten years, over the amount of super-
annuation allowance allowed to each clerk who had served for ten years and over. 4. The names
of those who were reappointed, and the salaries now paid them, in additi>n to their superannuation
allowance. 5. The reasons why Miss I. M. Newberry and W. B. Walker were not re-employed,
and two new and iuexperienced_ clerks appointed in theirstead. 6. And copies of all correspondence
between members of the retorm association of Belleville or any other person or persons, in relation
to the reduction of said office from a city to a town office, the removal or dismissal of the postmaster
or any of the clerks of said office, and copies of all records, if any, of the depntations which visited

Ottawa in connection with the business of the said office. Presented (Senate) 3rd May, 1898.— Hon.
Sir Mackenzie Bowell . ... ... .0 . . . .. i e Not printed.

87q. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1308, for copies of information,

evidence of investigation and report, correspondence and papers relating to the dismissal of Thomas
H. Miller from the office of shipping master for the port of Bear River, Annapolis county, N.S.,
and the appointment of Albert Harris. Presented 9th May, 1898.— Jr. AMfills. .... Not printed.

10
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377, Retu}-n to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th March, 1898, for copies of all correspondence,
eV.ldence taken by commissioners, reports, recommendations and other papers relating to the dis-
missal of Joseph Steeves, late postmaster at £lgin, Albert county, New Brunswick, and to the
appointment of his successor to that office. Presented 12th May, 1898.—Mr. McIncrney.

3%, Re Not printed.

. turn to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 25th
April, 1898, for copies of all orders in council, reports of the inspector or other officers of the post
office department, and correspondence respecting the dismissal or retirement of Mr. M. G. McLeod
from the postal mail service in Nova Scotia. Presented 13th May, 1898, —Sir C. Hibbert Tupper.

Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Cormnons, dated 14th March, 1898, for copies of all papers, reports

and correspondence referring to or connected with the dismissal of D. Bain, Esq., station agent at
Port Mulgrave, Intercolonial Railway. Presented 17th May, 1898.—Sir C. Hibbert Tupper.

37 R Not printed.

* heturn to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 2nd
May, 1898, for copies of all orders in council, complaints, depositions, reports, correspondence,
l:apers and other documents in relation to the dismissal of Mr. Elzéar Lanouette, postmaster of
Ste. Anne de la Pérade, and to the appointment of his successor. Presented 18th May, 1898. —Mr.
Marcotte ... ... ... i .. e . Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th March, 1898, for copies of all correspondence,

Teports of evidence, recommendations and other papers relating to the dismissal of Joshua L.
Steeves, lately collector of customs at Hillsboro’, Albert county, New Brunswick, and to the
appointment of his successor. Presented 25th May, 1898.—Mr. McInerncy. .. ... .... Not printed.
eturn to an address of the House of Comnmons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 30th
March, 1898, for copies of all orders in council, papers, correspondence, evidence and reports con-
nected with the inquiry into the charges made against Mr. A. F. Cameron, of the customs service
at Sherbrooke, Nova Scotia, and his dismissal from office. Presented 25th May, 1898.—Sir C.

3y Hilbert Tupper. «.....ooooviiiians coe ciiien oo .

Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 30th
March, 1898, for copies of all correspondence, orders in council and petitions with the names
attached thereto, relative to the dismissal of James M, Aitken, sub-collector of customs at the
outport of Montague, Prince Edward Island, together with reasons for which he was dismissed.
Presented 25th May, 1898. —Mr. Macdonald (King's)...... .............. e Not printed.

eturn to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 9th
May, 1898, for copies of all papers in connection with the dismissal of John F. Tennant, late
ay, collector of customs at Gretna, Manitoba. Presented 30th May, 1898.—Mr Quinn... Not/printed.

- Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 25th April, 1898, for a return showing: - 1. The

Names of all persons who, having been in the employ of the government in the North-west
Territories, have ceased to be in that employ since June, 1896. 2. The date at which their services
were dispensed with and the reasons tor their dismissals in each case. Presented 2nd June, 1898.

87% Mr. Davin . ! PRI

- Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 3rd June, 1898, showing all the changes that

have been made in the officials and employees of the customs department in the county of Cape
Breton since June, 1896, and giving copies of all letters, papers, petitions, telegrams, recommenda-
tions and correspondence relating to such changes. Presented 3rd June, 1898.—Hon. W. Paterson.
ayy, . Not printed.
- Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 17th June, 1897,
for a copy of all correspondence exchanged between the different departments, or employees thereof,
and Mr. Choquette, member of the house of commons for Montmagny, on the subject of the dis-
missal of the following persons : Charles Bouffard, postmaster at Berthier; Louis Lavoie, postmaster

at I'Tle aux Grues ; Joseph Bossinotte, postmaster at Cap St. Ignace ; Michel St. Pierre, postmaster

at St. Paul du Buton ; Mde. Cyp. Dionne, postmistress at St. Pierre, Riviére du Sud; Napoléon
Dugal, postmaster at Beaubien ; Cléophas Bélanger, postmaster at Landvilla ; Mde. Ignace Mercier,
Postmistress at Mercier; Alfred Dubé, employee on the Intercolonial Railway; J. B. Proulx,
employee on the Intercolonial Railway ; Xavier Simoneau, employee on the Intercolonial Railway ;
Xavier Poitras, employee on the Intercolonial Railway; Sifroid Fortin, employee on the Inter-
colonial Railway ; Télesphore Gendreau, harbour master at Montmagny ; Maxime Dubé, customs
officer (preventive officer) ; Télesphore Gendreau, guardian of the wharf at St. Thomas. Presented
(Senate) 7th June, 18Y8.—Hon. Mr. Landrll. .. .... «.ooeeeee oo e veenenenenes Notprinted.
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388. Commission of Major Walsh as executive officer of the Yukon district.  Presented 4th March, 1898,
by Sir Wilfrid Laurier ... ... ... ... oo Ll Printed for sessional papers.
38a. Copy of the orders in council of the 17th and 26th Augu»c 1897, appointing James Morrow Walsh,
Esquire, chief executive officer of the government in the Yukon territory. Presented 7th March,
1898, Ly Hon. C. Sifton.. ........... ... ... -+« Printed for sessional papers.
38b. Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Gu\ ernor General, dated 17th March, 1898,
for copies of all letters and reports received by the government or any department thereof, from
Connnissioner Walsh, while on his way to the Yukon district, or since his arrival there. Presented
(Senate) 3rd May, 1898.-— Hon. Mr. Ferguson.. ... ... .. Printed for sessional papers.
3%,. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his s-\wllenu the Governor (reneral, dated 30th
March, 1898, for copies of orders in council, commission, instructions, correspondence and papers
relating to the appointment and duties of Major Walsh, conunissioner of the provisional district of
Yukon, including any directions concerning his duties on the way to Dawson city as well as those
after his arrival there. Presented 23rd May, 1898.—S8ir C. Hilbert Tupper.
Printed for sessional papers,
89. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated Tth
March, 1898, for copies of the correspondence between Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Mr. Foster, of the
United States of America, following the meeting of the experts on the Behring Sea seal question.
Presented Tth March, 1898. —Sir Wilfrid Laurier .. Printed for both distribution and sessional papers,
40, Statement of the affairs of the British Canadian Loan and Investment Company, as on 31st December,
1897. Presented Tth March, 1898, by the Hon. The Speaker.. ... J Not printed.
41, Copy of the order in council of 15th July, 1897, under which a lease of the right of subaqueousmining
on the North Saskatchewan river was issued to Mr. G. A. Drolet, and in which are set forth the
conditions of the said lease. Presented Tth March, 1898,*by Hon. C. Sifton.
Printed for sessional papers.
41q. Return to an address of the House of Connmons to his excelleney the Governor General, dated 30th
March, 1898, for copy of the mining lease granted to Chevalier Drolet. Presented 27th April, 1898,
= Mr. Davin . .. ..o e e e e e . Not printed,
42, Return showing reductions and remissions made during the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1897, under
section 141 as added to the Indian Act by section 8, chapter 85, 58-59 Victoria. Presented Tth

March, 1898, by Hon. C. Sifton.. ... .. ... ittt i i e e s .Not printed .
43. Return of all lands sold by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, from the 1st October, 1896, to the
’ 1st October. 1897. Presented 7th March, 1898, by Hon. C. Sifton..... .« .. .. Notprinted.

43a. Return of correspondence, etc., respecting the affairs of the Canadian Paclﬁc Railway Company,

which the department of the interior has had since the previous return was presented to parliament

under the resolution of the 20th February, 1882. Presented 7th March, 1898, by Hon. C. Sifton,

’ Not printed.

44. Return of orders in council which have been published in the Canada Gazette, in accordance with the

provisions of clause 91 of the Dominion Lands Act, chapter 54 of the Revised Statutes of Canada,

and its amendments. Presented Tth March,,1898, by Hon. C. Sifton... ... ... ... Not printed,

444. Return of orders in council which have been published in the Canada Gazette and in the British

Columbia Giuzette, in accordance with the provisions of subsection (d) of section 38 of the regulations

for the survey, admmlstm.tmn, disposal and management of Dominion lands within the 40-mile

rmlway belt in the province of British Columbia. Presented Tth March, 1898, by Hon. C. Sifton.

Not printed.

43. Return of orders in council which have been published in the Cunada Gazette, in accordance with the

provisions of the North-west Irrigation Act, being 57-58 Victoria, chapter 30, etc. Presented 7th

March, 1898, by Hon. C. Sifton... ........ ... . ... Not printed.

46. Return of the names and salaries of a]l persons appointed to, or promoted in the civil service during

the calendar year 1897, specifying the office to which each has been appointed or promoted. Pre-

sented 10th March, 1898, by Sir Henri Joly de Lotbiniére. . . .... ... Printed for sessional papers.

47, Correspondence, etc., relative to the establishment of an agency or agencies of the Canadian Bank of
Commerce in the Yukon district. Presented 10th March, 1898, by Hon. W. S, Fielding.

Printed for distribution.

48, Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 17th

May, 1897, for copies of all correspondence, tenders asked for and received, orders in council and

papers in connection with the fast Atlantic service. Presented 14th March, 1898.—Sir ddolphe

Caron.........cccoviuinnn e b eaateeeni: sasaseciasetsasiteneetncn bt venranrares Not printed.
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19, Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th March, 1898, for a return of the number of
acres seeded, the nature of the seed sown, and the amount of crops grown in each Indian reserve
in the North-west Territories. Presented 24th March, 1898.—Mr. Davin.... ...... Not printed.

49, Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th March, 1898, for a return showing the
number of acres reserved for settlement in the North-west Territories ; the number thus reserved
in Manitoba ; the number of acres in the North-west Territories sold to railways ; the number
reserved for railways ; the number reserved for the government ; the number of acres settled on;
the number of acres in Manitoba sold to railways ; the number reserved for rallways in Manitoba ;
the number reserved for the government in Manitoba, and the number of acres in Manitoba
settled on. Presented 27th April, 1898, — M7, Davin . .......oouiuueiennnn cee e Not printed.

So. Return te an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th February, 1898, for reports, recommenda-
tions, etc., of the council of the Montreal bar, addressed to the minister of justice, concerning the
judges of the province of Quebec. Presented 24th March, 1898. —Mr. Bergeron. . ... Not printed.

S1. Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 18th February,
1898, for the number of permits that have been granted to persons for the purpose of taking
spirituous and intoxicating liquors into the Yukon district, the date of such permits, together
with the name of the person to whom the permit has been granted, and the number of gallons
covered by such permit, and the fee charged by the government per gallon. Presented (Senate)

29th March, 1898.— Hon. Mr. Perley..... .... Not printed.

51, Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 11th March, 1898,

for all correspondence by letters or telegrams between the federal government, at Ottawa, and his
honour the lieutenant-governor of the North-west Territories, in reference to the granting of liquor
permits or the introduction of liquor into the Yukon district during the last six months ; aleo any
correspondence with the government of the North-west Territories regarding the rights of the
North-west Territories in regard to issuing liquor permits for the taking of intoxicating liquor into
the Yukon district. Presented (Senate) 3rd May, 1898.—Hon. Mr. Perley.
Printed for sessional papers.
Se. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 7th June, 1897, for a return of the number of
tons of bituminous steam coal and of bituminous slack coal imported from the United States in
1896, at several ports of entry, and amount of duty collected at such ports, and duty paid by Grand
Trunk and Canadian Pacific Railways. Presented 31st March, 1898.—Mvr. Roche. ... Not printed.
53 Return to an address of the House of Cominons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 3rd
May, 1897, for a copy of Schedule B, showing recommendations of the treasury board as submitted
by report of council to his excellency the governor general on the 6th and 7th July, 1896, and
intended to be approved by him, laid upon the table of the'house last session, with a statement of
the action taken by the government on each of these appomtments a8 made by the said order in
council approved by his excellency, or, where no action has been taken, the reason for such a
course. Presented 13th April, 1898.—Sir Charles Tupper...... .... Printed for scssional papers.
Sq, Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 17th
May, 1897, for copies of all correspondence, etc., not ah:eady brought down, between the govern-
ment of Canada and the government of N ewfoundland, in reference to the admission of Newfound-
land into the union with Canada ; also copies of all correspondence between the government of
Canada and that of Newfoundland in reference to the establishment of freer trade relations between
Newfoundland and Canada. Presented 13th April, 1898.—Mr. Martin.
Printed for sessional papers.
5s. Return to an order of the Houre of Commons, dated 36th March, 1898, for a return showing the
number of bushels of wheat graded into elevators at Fort William from 15th September, 1897, to
15th January, 1898, and the grades of the same as allowed by the government grain inspector at
that point ; also the number of bushels of wheat graded out of the above mentioned elevators
during the same period, and the grades of the same as allowed by the said government inspector.
Presented 13th April, 1898.—-M7. Richardson ........c.cuveeveen oo, REIETTE e Not printed.
eturn to the Senate, dated 11th March, 1898, for a statement showing the quantity of wheat
imported into the Dorninion since 30th June lfwt, the quantity exported during the same period,
and the quantity exported from Manitoba during the like period. Presented (Senate) $rd May,

85, R

1898, — Hon. Mr. Wark....oveeeneesoneenee - e e e Not printed.
6. Correspondence on the subject of Japanese immigration. Presented 13th April, 1898, by Sir Wilfrid

Laurier... cocveviiiiniens oo oes i3
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Return of copies of all agreements, not hitherto laid upon the table of the house, entered into by the
department of railways with the Grand Trunk Railway Company in connection with the Mont-
real extension of the Intercolonial Railway. Presented 19th April, 1898, by Hon. A. G. Blair.

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 14th
March, 1898, for copies of all correspondence between the British government and the government
of Canada, in reference to the conference of colunial premiers held in London in June, 1897, in
accordance with Mr. Chamberlain’s invitation of January 28th preceding, with the report of the
proceedings of the same. Presented 20th April, 1898.—-Mr. Foster. .. Printed for sessional papers,

Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 14th
March, 1898, for copies of all depositions and papers in connection with the case of the Queen
against H. B. Cameron for libel, either before the police magistrate or the court of queen’s bench
at Montreal, including a copy of the judgment of Hon. Mr. Justice Wurtele upon the motion for
the discharge of the bail bond. Presented 20th April, 1898.— M. Bostock. ........... Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th February, 1898, showing the cost of
¢ Hansard ” for each year from and including 1890 to 1897—the return to cover the cost of report-
ing, transcribing, translating, printing, binding, circulating through the post office or express
offices and all other expense connected with the present system of reporting and publishing the
debates of the house. Presented 21st April, 1898, —M». Ellis............. e Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 7th June, 1897, for copies of all applications or
recommendations for positions as mail carriers in the city of Brantford, in connection with the free
postal delivery by the postmaster general. Presented 21st April, 1898.—M» Clancy..Not printed,

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1898, for a return showing : (a)
The names and appointments of members of the staff and employees of the royal military college
of Canada who have been struck off the strength between the 30th June, 1896, and 31st December,
1897. (b) The corresponding dates. {c) The respective conditions of engagement as regards dura-
tion. (d) The respective lengths of service completed. (¢) The respective retiring allowances, if
any, granted. (f) The grounds upon which the respective grants were made, and the principles
regulating them, with explanation of variation, if any. {g) The appointments which having been
vacated, have since been refilled, with dates thereof. (k) The extra public expenditure involved
by the respective new appointments other than those caused by deaths, including travelling, lodg-
ing and all other charges met or to be met on this account. (i) In cases of vacancies caused by
death, the amounts granted to the families of deceased employees. Presented 21st April, 1898.—
Mr. Tyrwhitle ... oo ciie i e e e e e e e e Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1898, for copies of all correspon-
dence and reports, direct or indirect, and of minutes of verbal communications between Imperial
government authorities, Canadian government authorities, and the commandant royal military
college of Canada, relating to the granting in the years 1898 and 1899 of commissions in her
majesty’s regular foroes, to cadets of the royal military college of Canada. Presented 21st April,
1808, —Mr. Tyrwhitt. . e e e e e e s Not printed.

Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 5th
April, 1897, for copies of all memorials, statements and other documents from the government of
the province of Manitoba in relation to an unsettled claim resulting from that province being
charged with the cost of the erection of public buildings ; with copies of all correspondence in con-
nection therewith. Presented 21st April, 1898.—Mr. LaRiviére... . ... Printed for sessional papers.

Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 30th
March, 1898, for copies of all orders in council, reports, correspondence and papers in any way
relating to the claim of E. J. Walsh, Esq., against the government of the Leeward Islands.
Presented 25th April, 1898.—8tr C. Hibbert Tupper..........ccooiiiviviiiiiiiann.. Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1898, for copies of all papers con-
nected with the discharge from the mounted police of William J. Spencer, who, on May 14, 1885,
was wounded while patrolling through the Eagle Hills with a party attached to Col. Otter’s
column ; the report of the board which sat on his case, and its recommendation. Presented 25th
April, 1898.—Mr. Davin........ ... .. P Not printed.
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88. Report of the commissioners appointed to investigate, inquire into and report upon the state and
management of the St. Vincent de Paul Penitentiary. Presented 26th April, 1898, by Hon. C.
FRbzpatrick. oo vvoitit i e e e e e e . Not printed.

8%. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 14th
February, 1898, for copies of all correspondence, estimates, tenders, reports and petitions ad-
dressed to the government concerning the yearly flooding of farm land at Ste. Geneviéve, in the
county of Jacques Cartier, consequent upon public works in the Ottawa river., Presented 26th

o April, 1898.—Mr. Monk. ..... . e e e e e e e ieeeeae e s Not printed.

S,

Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 14th
February, 1898, for copies of all correspondence, estimates, tenders, reports and petitions addressed
to the government in regard to the construction of a wharf at Point Claire in the county of Jacques
Cartier. Presented 26th April, 1898. —Mr. Monk. . . .... . e . Not printed.

884. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th Marcb 1898 for correspondenoe between

the department of public works and Mr. L. H. Masson, of St. Anicet, concerning the government

wharf at that place. Also correspondence between the same department and citizens of St.

Anicet rfegarding the building of a pier at said wharf. Presented 28th A pril, 1898.— M. Bergeron.

Not printed.

89. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 18th
April, 1898, for copies of all correspondence, reports, orders in council and papers relating to the

giving the work of printing the Klondike Official Guide to Mr. Daniel Rose of Toronto. Pre-

sented 27th April, 1898.—Mr. Foster... .. . .....ovvvveineinns ot . Printed for sessional papers.

70. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 14th

March, 1898, for copies of the following documents and papers : (a.) The commission issued to Mr.
Rothwel], law clerk in the department of the interior, Ottawa, authorizing him to investigate the
grievances of certain settlers residing within the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway Company’s
land belt on Vancouver Island. (b.) All evidence taken under the said commission at Nanaimo,
Victoria, or elsewhere. (c.) All reports made by the said Mr. Rothwell on all matters inquired
into by him under the said commission. Presented 27th April, 1898.—Mr. McInnes. . Not printed.
71':. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th March, 1898, for a return of copies of all
papers connected with the letting of the contract for the construction of the railway bridge at
Edmonton, including advertisements, specifications, the tenders, the contract ; any subsequent
modifications of the same; correspondence ; and return respecting forfeitures connected with the
said contract and the action of the gcvernment thereon, and a further return stating the conditions
of the work at present. Presented 28th April, 1898.—M». Davin.... .......... . . Not printed.

. Return to an address of the House of ‘Commons to his excellency the Governor Genera.l dated 30th
March, 1898, for copies of all papers and correspondence (such as can be properly brought down)
between the Imperial government and the government of Cgnada, in relation to the improvement
of the defences of Canada. Presented 2nd May, 1898.—M7r. Casgrain..... e ... Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th March, 1898, for copies of all correspondence
between the mayor and corporation of Gananoque, or any other person, with the government in
reference to the removal of the drill shed at Gananoque. Also all correspondence in reference to
the sale or purchase of a new site. Also all offers made by the president of the agricultural society
of Gananoque, or any other person, offering to rent or sell a suitable building in which to store the
arms and clothing ; and also all other correspondence with the government, dealing with this
question. Presented 4th May, 1898.—Mr. Taylor.. . ...... ... «oeuueereenneenanns. Not printed.

780. Supplementary return to No. 73. Presented 11th May, 1898.—Mr. Taylor ....... . .Not printed.

78b. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th March, 1898, for a return showing: (a)
What works or repairs have been executed on the drill shed at Montreal since the 1st of September,
1896. () The estimated cost of said works. (c] The names of those who executed said works, and
the amounts paid to each by the government. (d) The mode of calling for tenders in reference to
the execution of said works. Presented 11th May, 1898.—Mr. Monk................ Not printed.
74 Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 31st March, 1898,
for copies of all correspondence, memorands, papers and orders in council relating to the Manitoba
school question, since the 1st of July, 1896, up to this date. Presented (Senate) 3rd May, 1898.—
Hon. Mr. Bcrm'cr.....................‘..1.5....Printedforbothdiatributionandmmﬂdpef‘-

78,
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74a. Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 31st March, 1898,
for a statement of the quantity of lands allotted for school purposes in Manitoba ; the quantity of
said lands sold, and the prices at which they have beenfsold ; the amount received on that account
the amounts still due to the government ; the manner in which this fund is invested and adminis-
tered ; the amount already paid to the province of Manitoba, how much on the capital, if any, and
how much on the interest ; the amount still at the credit of the province, whether on the capital or
on the interest ; the dates of payment in each case, and the amount of each payment; and also all
the correspondence, papers, memoranda and orders in council relating thereto, up to date. Pre-
sented (Senate) 3lst May, 1898.—Hon. Mr. Bernicr.

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

#5. Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 25th March, 1898,
for copies of all correspondence between JJ. A. J. McKenna, the representative of the department
of the interior, and any member of the British Columbia government in respect to the proposed
removal of the Indians from the Songhees reserve in the city of Victoria, British Columbia. Pre-
sented (Senate) 3rd May, 1898. —Hon. Mr. Templeman.. ... ... ...........ouove.. +...Not printed.

76. Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 9th April, 1897, for a
return showing the number of railway tickets sold Curing the year 1896 by the various railway
companies of the Dominion, those under the rate of two cents per mile, and those over the rate of
two cents per mile. Also the number of life insurance policies in force, dividing them as follows:
£500.00 and upwards, $1,000.00, $2,000.00, $5,000.00, $10,000.00, $25,000.00, $50,000.00. And also
the number of infantile insurance and amount. Presented (Senate) 3rd May, 1898.— Hon. Mr.
BOUILON . ..o\ttt i e e e e e e e Not printed.

77. Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 28th March, 1898,
for copies of all papers, letters, telegrams, reports, recommendations, contracts, payments and
correspondence, between the department of militia and any person or persons whatsoever, and
also all reports and orders in council in connection with the equipment of the militia force,
referring to the Oliver, the Lewis and the Merrian patents. Presented (Senate) 4th May, 1898.—

Hono MroLandry.. ... ... 0 oiie ittt e et e e e Not printed.
?7a. Supplementary return to No. 77. Presented (Senate) 30th May, 1898.— Hon. Mr. Landry,
Not printed.

78. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 18th April, 1898, for copies of all tariffs of every
kind, supplementary, regular and special, in force from time to time on the Intercolonial Railway
since the appointment of Mr. Harris. Presented 5th May, 1898.—Mr. Foster........ Not printed.

?8a. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1898, for copies of all papers and
correspondence, including copy of advertisement, connected with the letting of Intercolonial Rail-
way contract for farm gates in the winter of 1896-97, Intercolonial Railway contract with one
McNeil, of New Glasgow, Nova Scotia, and copies of tenders and deposits by the different parties
tendering for the same. Presented 5th May, 1898.—Sir C. Hibbert Tupper ... ..... Not printed.

?79. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th March, 1898, for copies of all papers and
correspondence respecting a fire claim of D. Connors, Esq.. Bayfield, Antigonish, between officers
of the department of railways and canals and other departments, as well as between the claimant
and others and the department, Presented 5th May, 1898.—Sir C. Hibbert Tupper. .. Not printed.

80. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 18th
April, 1898, for a copy of the report forwarded to the government by Mr. Wilfrid Mercier,
appointed to hold an investigation into the conduct of employees on the St. Ann lock on the
Ottawa river. Presented 5th May, 1898.—M~», Monk.... ... .... .... v eeeeenin Not printed.

81. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 18th April, 1898, for copies of accounts of Mr.
H. H. Robertson, registrar of the election court in the election trial held at the city of London in
the fall of 1897, contesting the right of Thomas Beattie, Esq., to sit as member for the city of
London, in connection with the said trial, with vouchers and certificates, and all correspondence
relating thereto. Presented 10th May, 1898, —Mr. Calvert.... ........... .. .. ..... Not printed.

82. Return to an address of the House of Commoas to his excellency the Governor neral, dated 18th
April, 1898, for copies of all petitions, reports, applications, letters, telegrams, evidence, deposi-
tions, arguments, papers, writings, correspondence, judge’s charge, judge’s report, orders in coun-
cil, and other documents of every kind relim%ing to the commutation of the sentence pronounced
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}?Y Mr. Justice Ritchie of the supreme court of Nova Scotia, upon Lyman Dart, or to the pardon-
Ing of the said Lyman Dart, or to any application for such commutation or pardoning, and in¢lud-
Ing all documents which were taken into consideration by the minister of justice or by the solicitor
general, or by his excellency the governor general in council in connection with such commutation
83 or pardon. Presented 10th May, 1898.— Afr. Borden (Halifaz)..................... Not printed.
3. Return to an address of the House of Commons tu his excellency the Governor General, dated 14th
February, 1898, for copies of all correspondence, advertisements for tenders and answers thereto,
reports and orders in council, and a list of all permits, licenses or leases granted, containing names
of the grantees and extent of territory given and conditions attached to each, the amount paid and
to be paid therefor in respect of gold placer mining or gold dredging areas in the North-west Ter-
ritories and the Yukon district. Presented 11th May, 1898.—Mr. Foster.
83, R Pn'ntcyl for both distribution and sessional pupers.
- Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 18th March, 1898,
for a return of all dredging leases made by the government during the last eighteen months on the
Saskatchewan river and its branches, also particulars of the parties to whom made, the rental to
be paid and the amount paid, the extent of work, if any, done under same, together with the
official reports, if any, which induced the government to grant said leases upon the terms con-
tained therein. Presented (Senate) 18th May, 1898.— Hon. Mr. Lougheed.
Printed for scssional papers.
84. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dited 18th
April, 1898, for cupies of orders in council, correspondence, claiins, memoranda, statements, memo-
rials, ete., in connection with the government of Prince Edward Island and a delegation, consist-
ing of Mr. Warburton, premier of the province, Mr. H. C. Macdonald, attorney-general of the
province and others in regard to questions at issue between the government of Prince Edward
Island and the dominion of Canadz=. Presented 12th May, 1898.—Mr. Martin.
Printed for sessional papers.
85. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated Tth June, 1847, for copies of all petitions,
letters and documents respecting the claims made by the veterans of the rebellion of 1837-8 for
pensions or other compensation, and for all departmental replies thereto and all other papers con-
nected therewith. Presented 12th May, 1898.—M». Cameron.................... .. Not printed.
Se. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th March, 1898, for copies of all petitions,
reports, letters, correspondence and papers, including all letters, communications or correspon-
dence between the different departments of the government, particularly the letter from the minis-
ter of marine and fisheries, under the late government, to the then minister of public works, and
the letter of the Hon. Mr. Dickey, in said letter referred to, referring to the removal of the
remains of piers of the old bridge at the mouth of Bear river, N.S. Presented 13th May, 1898.

W. L. M. King respecting the manufacture of militia clothing in Canada. Presented 16th May,
1898.— M7, Belcourt .. . .. ot e et e Printed for distribution.
8%a. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th March, 1898, for a return showing : (1.)
All contracts for military clothing entered into by the government of Canada since the 1st of
September, 1896. (2.) The name of each contractor and the amount of his contract. (3.) The
mode of calling for tenders in each case, and the names and amounts mentioned. by each tenderer.
Presented 6th June, 1898.—Mr. Monk ......... ..ot iiee tiiiiiiiainnn . .Not printcd.
88, Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 7th June, 1897, for copies of all correspondence,
telegrams and replies thereto, between the minister of agriculture or any member of the govern-
ment and any person in reference to the withdrawal, or proposed withdrawal of government aid
or control from cheese and butter factories in Prince Edward Island. Also all correspondence,
etc., between any member or official of the government and any person, representing or on behalf
of any cheese or butter factory proposed to be erected and operated in Prince Edward Island.
Presented 16th May, 1898.—Mr. Martin. ... ... .......ocoieeiiloiiis covinn oo Not printed.
8o, Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 3rd May, 1897, for copies of all letters, papers
and correspondence relating to the closing in March last of the post oftice at Oak Bay Mills,
Quebec, Presented 17th May, 1898. —Mr. Mcdlister... . ... .. ......... ... Not printed.
89a. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 25th April, 1898, for copies of all correspon-
dence, papers, telegrams, etc., in possession of the government, or any member or official of the
government, in reference to closing the post office at St. Mary’s Road East, in Prince Edward
Island. Presented 18th May, 1898.—Mr. 11l17artin e e e e Not printed.

§,
-
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90. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 18th April, 1898, for a return of all correspon-
dence, letters, or telegrams, reports in possession of the government in connection with the death
from diphtheria of Macdonald and Fraser, who contracted the disease when employed on the con-
struction of the Crow’s Nest Pass Railway ; also with the holding of an inquest on bodies of said
Macdonaid and Fraser, and the adjournment of said inquest, and issuing of an injunction to pre-
vent Coroner Mead, of Pincher Creek, from proceeding with such adjourned inquest. Presented
17th May, 1898.--Mr. Bcll (Pictou)

90a. Report of the commissioners appointed to inquire into complaints respecting the treatment of
labourers on the Crow’s Nest Pass Railway. Presented 2nd June, 1898, by Hon. C. Sifton,

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

91. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 18th April, 1898, for a return showing names of

parties from whom lands were purchased for new improvements on Iroquois section of Galops

canal, and amounts paid to each person for property so purchased from thens, also quantity of land

purchased from each person. Also a similar statement for the lands purchased for the Cardinal

section of the Galops canal. Presented 17th May, 1898.—Mr. Broder....... ... .... Not printed.

92. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 30th

March, 1898, for copies of all reports to his excellency, orders in council, papers and correspon-

dence, record of the judgment of the supreme court of Canada referring to the condemnation and

release of the United States fishing vessel * Frederick J. Gerring.” Presented 18th May, 1898, —

Sir C. Hibbert Tupper.........covoiie. ... .. Not printed.

93. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor (General, dated 14th
February, 1898, for copies of all correspondence, calls for tenders, tenders received, reports and
orders in council, contracts entered into and all related papers in respect to the winter steamship
service from St. John and Halifax to Great Britain since 1st July, 1897, Presented 26th May,
1898, — M1, FOSEr. . .. o ot e e e e Not printed.

94. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the (Governor General, dated 18th
April, 1898, for a copy of the report of the committee appointed by the Imnperial government in
1896 to consider the question of a telegraph cable between Canada and Australasia; also of any
reports or correspondence to the Canadian government from the Canadian representatives on said
committee, or Sir Sandford Fleming in regard to the same subject. Presented 25th May, 1898, —
Mr. Casey......cooviivie vt cit e Printed for both distribution and scssional papers.
95. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 18th
April, 1898, for copies of all petitions, papers, correspondence, orders in council, commission,
instructions, evidence, reports and decuments relating to the inquiry into the conduct of Judge
Spinks, judge of the county court of Yale, by the Honourable Mr. Justice McColl of the supreme
court of British Columbia. Presented 25th May, 1898.-—Sir C. Hibbcrt Tupper. ....Not printed.
96. Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 30th
March, 1898, for copies of all papers and correspondence respecting the enforcement of coasting
laws of Canada on the Pacific or Atlantic coasts. Presented 26th May, 1898.—Sir C. Hibbert
TS T Printed for distribution.
97. Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th March, 1898, for a return showing : (a)
What contracts for military harness or saddlery have bLeen given by the government of Canada
since the 1st September, 1896. (b) To whom such contracts were awarded and where they were
executed. (¢) What amounts were paid for the execution of such contracts. (d) For which of the
said contracts tenders were called publicly, and the amount of tender in each case, and all

correspondence had by the department of militia in reference to the execution of said contracts.
Presented 8th June, 1898.—Mr. Monk................... 0o iiieiiinii, . Not printed.

98. Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 15th March, 1898,
for copies of all correspondence and telegrams between the minister of agriculture or any other
member of the administration, or any officer of the govermment, with the owners or agents of
steamers or the board of trade, Charlottetown, relating to the establishment of a cold storage
service on steamers between Charlottetown and ports in Great Britain or the West Indies, and in
reference to the erection of cold storage premises in Charlottetown. Presented (Senate) 12th May,

1898.—Hon. Mr. Ferguson ....... . .. ... .ccciivt ciiiiiinaane vae . .. Not printed.
99. Regulations concerning the Stikine river and its connecting rivers and lakes. Presented (Senate)
18th May, 1898, by Hon. R. W. Scott . ..... ... ... it i Not printed.

18
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Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 4th June, 1897,
for a copy of all correspondence exchanged between the Imperial government and that of the
Dominion on the subject of the French treaty. Presented (Senate) 25th May, 1898.—Hon. Mr.
Landry ..o e e e e Not printed.

Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 17th March, 1898,
for a detailed account by the department of the interior of the items of the expenses allowed to
W. H. Sowden duriug the period of his employment as immigration agent, and also the names of
all or any persons, who, in consequence of Mr. Sowden’s work in the Midland Counties, went to
the Canadian North-west, and who, as stated by the leader of the government in the senate, it is
believed by the government would otherwise have gone to the United States, and the residences of
such persons prior to their departure to the North-west, and the places where they settled in the
North-west. Presented (Senate) 25th May, 1898.—Hon. Mr. Kirchhoffer. ..... .....Not printed.

Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 5th May, 1898,
for copies of all correspondence and orders in council in respect to the occupancy of a portion of
the Songhees Indian reserve at Victoria, British Columbia, by the ¥squimalt and Nanaimo Rail-
way Company, Presented 26th May, 1898. —Hon. Mr. Templeman....... .......... Not printed.

Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 18th March, 1898,
for any correspondence that has taken place between the government and the home authorities re
repatriation of the 100th Royal Canadian Regimnent. Presented (Senate) 26th April, 1898.—Hon.
P Boulton ...t e e e e e e Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th March, 1898, for a copy of all entries and
clearances of Canadian ports by United States steamship ‘ Yantic” on her voyage up the river
St. Lawrence in 1897 ; also a copy of any papers or correspondence respecting her passage through
the said river or St. Lawrence canals. Presented 30th May, 1898,—Sir C. Hibbert Tupper.

Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 30th May, 1898, for a copy of a letter from
Major General Gascoigne, relating to certain statements made in parliament, reflecting upon him
as commanding officer of the Canadian militia. Presented 30th May, 1898.—Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

Printed for both distribution and sessional papers.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 25th Aypril, 1898, for a return of all papers,
receipts and documents in possession of the government relating in any way to a claim presented
to the government by Hugh Richardson, Esq., the justice of the supreme court, North-west
Territories, for losses sustained at Battleford during the North-west rebellion of 1885, Presented
31t May, 1898.—Mr. Davis. .......oveeeeiriras it o e s Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 9th May, 1898, for copies of all reports and
plans respecting or in any way relating to a route through and from the North-west ‘L'erritories to
the Yukon district wia Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, Green Lake, Isle La Crosse and the Clear-
water river and Fort McMurray on the Athabasca. Presented 31st May, 1898.—Mr. Davis.

Not printed.

Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 15th March, 1898,
for copies of all reports made so the department of marine and fisheries by the officers in charge of
the steamer * Petrel ” having reference to the service performed by that steamer during the winter
of 1896-97, and also detailed statements of the expenditure incurred for that service and receipts
for freight and passengers. Presented (Senate) 30th May, 1898.— Hon. Mr. Ferguson. . Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 2nd May, 1898, for copies of correspondence
and reports addressed to the militia department concerning aceidental shooting at Cote St. Luc
ranges, of a farmer named Larose of the parish of St. Laurent, in Jacques Cartier county.
Presented 1st June, 1898.—Mr. MoRKk. .. .ooouue e s .. Not printed.

Return to an address of the House of Commons to his excellency the Governor General, dated 14th
February, 1898, for copies of all correspondence, calls for tenders, tenders received, reports and
orders in council, permits, licenses or leases, with the names of the parties receiving them and the
conditions attached thereto, and generally all papers in connection with the disposal of timber
berths or areas in the North-west Territories, including the Yukon, since 1lst July, 1897.
Presented 3rd June, 1898.—Mr. Poster . ... 19 e e e e Not printed.
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Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 18th April, 1898, for copies of all reports, cor-
respondence, documents and papers in relation to a claim by one Amable Frigon, of Moutreal, for
an indemnity for an injury received by him at the military camp of Laprairie in September, 1891.
Presented 3rd June, 1898.— M, Casgraimn...... .. ovveieiiariiiiiin i, Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 4th June, 1898, for copies of all correspondence
relating to the transportation of supplies for 1898-9, for the North-west mounted police and the

officials of the department of the interior to the Yukon district. Presented 4th Junc, 1898.—Hon.

C. SUfton ... o e e e Not printed.

Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 26th May, 1898,
for a copy of the contract between the government and the Beaver Line Company for the carriage
of the mails across the Atlantic, together with all memorials, letters, correspondence whatsoever
connected with the said contract or its execution, or bearing upon the refusal of the company to
allow its boats to stop at Quebec, Presented (Senate) 1st June, 1898.— Hon. Mr. Land»y.

. Not printed.

Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 11th May, 1898,
for copies of all the correspondence which took place in relation to the permission first refused and
afterwards given to Captain and Brevet Major P. Belanger, of the 6lst Battalion, to resign his
commission and to retain the rarnk of major on retirement, as shown by the Militia General
Orders, No. 55, of the year 1894, and by the Canada Gazette of 18th December, 1897 ; together

with all papers, reports and orders in connection with such matter. Presented (Senate) 1st June,

1898.—Hon. Mr. Landry. ..........oo. it tivin i vt i e Not printed.

Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 25th May, 1898,
for a statement of the tenders received by the department of militia and defence for the work on
the rifle range on the Ottawa river, east of the city of Ottawa, and a statement of the estimated
quantities on which tenders were figured out ; a statement of the date and amount of each cheque
sent in with each tender. A copy of the tender of J. Lyons, and a copy of the cheque which

accompanied the same, showing date of acceptance by the bank. Presented (Senate) 3rd June,
1898.— Hon. Mr. Macdonald (Victoria). ... ... it e e Not printed.

Statement concerning prices paid to the Bate Co. for articles of food supplies for the military force
sent to the Yukon district last month. Presented (Senate) 3rd June, 18398. by Hon. D. Mills.

Printed for sessional papers.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 25th April, 1898, for copies of all reports,

papers and correspondence relating to the removal of postal mail clerks from their former places

of residence in the province of Nova Scotia in 1897 and 1898. Presented 7th June, 1898.—Sir C.

Hibbert Tupper .......ccooviiieiiiaiiiiinnans on. e e e e Not printed.

Return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 14th March, 1898, for a return showing the
names of all parties furnishing supplies for the military camp at Aldershot, King’s county, Nova
Scotia, since July, 1896, the rate of allowance or payment of each class of articles supplied, the
names of the tenderers, the amount asked by each tenderer, and the amount allowed. Also a
schedule of prices paid for each class of supplies for the camp at Aldershot, from 1888 to 1897,
inclusive, and the names of the parties supplying each class of articles. Presented 9th June, 1898.—
Sir O Hibbert Tupper. ... .. oo it e e ... Not printed,

Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 22nd April, 1898,
for copies of all correspondence between the departments of militia, public works, agriculture and
any person or persons whatsoever, in connection with the Quebec exhibition of 1894, and with the
forthcoming exhibition of 1898. Presented (Senate) 7th June, 1898.— Hon. Mr. Bernicr.

. Not printed.

Return to an address of the Senate to his excellency the Governor General, dated 12th May, 1898,
for a copy of each of the following documents relating to the reletting of contracts for the con-
struction of sections 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 and 7 of the Soulanges canal : 1. Copy of notice calling for tenders
for the reletting of sections 4, 5, 6 and 7 of the Soulanges canal. 2. Copy of the specifications for
the reletting of sections 4, 5, 6 and 7, Soulanges canal. 3. Copy of the tender of J. M. Hogan.
4. Copy of the tender of Andrew Onderdonk. 5. Copy of the order in council or report of the
minister of railways and canals, or chief engineer of railways and canals, shortening the time for
the completion of sections 4, 5, 6 and 7 from the end of October, 1899, to the end of October, 1898,
6. Minute or memorandum of the agreement or conversation had with Andrew Onderdonk, con-
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tﬂfctor for sections 4, 5, 6 and 7 of tha Soulanges canal by the minister of railways and canals or
chief engineer, between the dates 17th March, 1897, and 20th March, 1897, both days inclusive, or
at a subsequent date to the effect that if J. M. Hogan, the lowest tenderer for sections 4, 5, 6 and
7 refused to sign the contract that A. Onderdonk would take it at the prices named in his (Onder-
donk’s) tender and agree to complete the work by the end of October, 1898. 7. Copy of letter or
!:elegr;.,\m to J. M. Hogan between dates 17th March, 1897, and 22nd March, 1897, both days
Inclusive, notifying him that he was the lowest tenderer for sections 4, 5, 6 and 7. 8. Letter from
:T - M. Hogan to the department of railways and canals between the dates 17th March, 1897, and
2211.(1 March, 1897, both days inclusive, refusing to sign the contract for sections 4, 5, 6 and 7 for
which he was the lowest tenderer. 9. Copy of contract of A. Onderdonk for sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, Soulanges canal. 10. Copy of the order in council cancelling the contract of Archibald Stewart
for sections 1 and 2, Soulanges canal. 11. Copy of order in council about reletting of sections 1
and 2, Soulanges canal. 12. Copy of public advertisement or other printed notice calling for
tenders for the reletting of sections 1 and 2, Soulanges canal. 13. Copy of notice sent to Hugh
Ryan asking him to tender for reletting of sections 1 and 2, Soulanges canal. 14. Copy of notice
sent to John Ryan asking him to tender for reletting of sections 1 and 2, Soulanges canal. 15.
Copy of notice sent to Allan R. McDonnell asking him to tender for reletting of sections 1 and 2,
Soulanges canal. 16. Copy of notice sent to W. J. Poupore asking hin: to tender for reletting of
sections 1 and 2, Soulanges canal. 17. Copy of notice sent to one Cleveland asking him to tender
for reletting of sections 1 and 2, Soulanges canal. 18. Copy of notice sent to M. P. Davis, or Wm.
Davis & Sons, asking him or them to tender for reletting of sections 1 and 2, Soulanges canal.
19. Copy of notices sent to other contractors asking them to tender for reletting of sections 1 and
2, Soulanges canal. 20. Copy of specification and form of tender for reletting of sections 1 and 2,
Soulanges canal. 21. Copies of all tenders verbatim ct literatim for reletting sections 1 and 2,
Soulanges canal. 22. Copy verbatim ct literatim of the contract of Ryan & Macdonell for sections
1 and 2, Soulanges canal. 238. Copy of notice or information furnished to fenderers of sections 1
and 2, Soulanges canal, as to the plant which tenderers would have the use of and the terms on
which they would have such use. 24. Statement of the amount and nature of the security given
by Ryan & Macdonell for the completion of their contract for sections 1 and 2, Soulanges canal.
25. Copy of notice to tenderers for reletting of sections 1 and 2, Soulanges canal, that the govern-
nient would furnish a guarry for the use of contractors. 26. Copy of the agreement with Ryan &
Macdonell as to the quarry at Rockland. 27. Statement of the royalty to be paid by Ryan &
Macdonell to the departinent on stone to be quarried at Rockland quarry. 28. Copy of the order
in council dated between the dates 15th May, 1897, and 29th May, 1897 (both dates inclusive), for
the payment of $10,000 to Archibald Stewart. 29. Copy of letter or telegram from the department
of raiiways and canals to one C. W. Ross, a clerk in the department of railways and canals, in the
month'of December, 1847, or January, 1898, instructing him to break into the office of Archibald
Stewart, at his quarry in Rockland. 80. Copies of letters or telegrams to one Middleton, govern-
ment inspector at Rockland, from the department of railways and canals, during the month of
December, 1897, and up to 13th of January, 1898. Presented (Senate) 11th June, 1898.—Hon.
Mr. Lougheed. .. .. ... .. i e e Not printcd.



61 Victoria Sessional Papers (No. 15.) A. 1898

REPORT

OF THE

COMMISSIONER

OF THE

NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE FORCE

1897

PRINTED BY ORDER OF PARLIAMENT

OTTAWA

PRINTED BY S. E. DAWSON, PRINTER TO THE QUEEN’S MOST
EXCELLENT MAJESTY

1898

{No. 15—1898.]



North-west Mounted Police.

To His Excellency the Right Honourable the Earl of Aberdeen, dec., dc., Governor
General of Canada, dc., dec.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR KEXCELLENCY :—

The undersigned has the honour to present to Your Excellency the Annual Report
of the Commissioner of the North-west Mounted Police Force for the year 1897.

Respectfully submitted,

WILFRID LAURIER,
President of the Council.

JANUARY 3lst, 1898.
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North-west Mounted Police.

ANNUAL REPORT

OF

COMMISSIONER L. W. HERCHMER

NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE, 1897.

NorTH-WEST MoUNTED PoLicE,
OFFICE oF THE COMMISSIONER,
REGINA, 17th December, 1897.

The Right Honourable 81k WiLrrip Lavrikr, G.C.M.G.,
President of the Privy Council,
Ottawa.

Sir,—1 have the honour to submit my annual report for the year ended 30th
November, 1897, together with the annual reports of the following officers, for the same
period :—

Assistant Commissioner Mclllree.
Superintendent Gagnon.
« Steele.
“ Perry.
“ Deane.
“ Griesbach.
“ . Moffatt.
“ Howe, with reports of Inspectors McGibbon, Macdonell, Gilpin-
Brown,"and Sergeant J. Hyhes.
“ Cotton, with report from Staff-Sergeant Hall.
Inspector Scarth—Yukon, trip to.
“«  Jarvis—Athabasca patrol.
“  Snyder—Jasper House patrol.
“  Moodie—Edmonton-Yukon patrol.
Mr. Chalmers—Peace River patrol.
The assistant surgeons and acting assistant surgeons.
The veterinary and assistant veterinary surgeons, and the veterinary non-commis
sioned officers.
Police patrol map. '(Not printed.)

PATROLS.

In December, 1896, it was considered advisable to send a patrol as far north as Fort
Resolution, on Great Slave Lake, visiting the trading posts en route, as it was reported
that a great deal of poison was being set out unlawfully, destroying a great many of the
fur-bearing animals, many of which died at a distance from the bait, and were not found
by the hunters. Complaints were also made of the great carelessness of hunters and
travellers in letting fires run, to the great destruction of timber, thus driving all game from
the usual hunting grounds of the natives, much to their loss and suffering in some eases.
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An Act for the protection of the buffalo still existing in the country contiguous to Great
Slave Lake had been in existence for some tine, and your government thought it desir-
able that a police patrol should visit that country, so as to convince the natives that
these animals were protected. The patrol started about the 1st J. anuary, and proceed-
ing via Lac la Biche to Fort McMurray, on the Athabasca River, and Fort Chippewyan
to Fort Resolution, returning via the Peace River, Dunvegan and the Lesser Slave Lake
and Athabasca Landing to Fort Saskatchewan early in April. The patrol which was
performned in very quick time was a great success, as the natives and trappers were all
informed by hand bills distributed among them, and by personal communication, of the
law, of which many claimed ignorance. A number of arrests were made and convictions
generally followed, but except in glaring cases when the parties were well aware of the
law, Inspector Jarvis in charge of the party, contented hiraself with merely explaining
their position, and cautioning the delinquents. On arrival at Fort Smith, Inspector
Jarvis found that an Englishman named Norbury had already started after wood buffalo,
notwithstanding the law. He returned empty handed, but was warned for his futwe
guidance. The result of the patrol was the establishment of po.ice outposts at Fort
Chippewyan, the Grand Rapids of the Athabasca, Athabasca Landing and Lesser Slave
Lake. A full report by Inspector Jarvis is attached.

During the year we have endeavoured, with our greatly reduced strength, to patrol
the conntry as usual, and while we have been successful in arresting many cattle thieves
and other delinquents, advantage has been taken, of our inability to keep up as frequent
patrols as formerly, by cattle thieves and others to follow their unlawful calling,

In May one of our patrols came upon * Almighty Voice,” whom we had been hunt-
ing for over a year. After seriously wounding one of our scouts he took to “cover,”
where he was surrounded and finally killed with his two followers, but not until he had
killed civilian Grundy, corporal Hockin and constable Kerr, and wounded Inspector
Allan and Sergeant Raven seriously. Immediately on being informed that * Almighty
Voice ” bad taken to cover in a bluff, where he could be held if properly surrounded, I
instructed Superintendent Gagnon to swear in special constables to hold the fugitive
until a party under Assistant Commissioner Mclliree and Inspector Macdonell could
reach the point by special train from Regina, as I knew that if he escaped after killing
three men, and wounding three others, he would be joined by all the reprobate Indians
in the district, and owing to the formation of the country could do immense damage to
settlers before we could again corner him. A 9-pounder gun was sent along, and the
outlaws were finally killed without further loss. I might here mention the enthusiastic
manner in which the settlers of Prince Albert and Duck Lake, turned out when specials
were called for to assist the police in holding “ Almighty Voice” in the bluff. Many of
them took prominent parts in the rush through the bluff, and Mr. Grundy, Postmaster
of Duck Lake, was killed before the arrival of the police from Regina, under the Asst.
Comuissioner. He was a greatly respected citizen, and his family have received a pension.
The result warranted the engagement of a special train which only cost $40.00 more

-than if we had gone on the regular train, and by its use the police under Asst. Com-
missioner Mclliree were enabled to arrive on the ground and surround the bluff, so that
escape w..s impossible, before dark, which would not have been the case if they had taken
the regular train. The Canadian Pacific Railway displayed gieat energy in furnishing
us with a special and getting the party to the front in good time. For some months
incessant patrols were kept up in the vicinity of the Indian Reserve to which * Almighty
Voice” belonged, but, although ail sorts of rumours were afloat, his relatives have re-
mained quiet, and the action of the police quickly reassured the scattered settlers.

Although you have already received the fullest reports on this ¢ Almighty Voice ”
tragedy, I have alluded to it at length in this report because I think it clearly shows
the trouble that even one bad Indian can give in a woody country, where the natural
difficulty in finding him, caused by the extremely broken country, is intensified by the
desire of his people to give himi assistance in the way of food, etc. If we had not
had a sufficient force available to surround him in the bluff, and he had escaped and
been joined by even three or four more Indians, the result would have been that the
scattered settlers throughout the district would have been afraid to attend to their

agricultural pursuits while he was at large.
2



North-west Mounted Police.

I think that, taken in connection with the ‘Charcoal” murders at Macleod in 1896,
it clearly shows that the time has not yet arrived when the peace and safety of the
country can be preserved by ordinary provincial police, and that it is necessary, in the
interests of the many large and flourishing but comparatively isolated settlements, to
keep a sufficient force of Mounted Police in the country to promply suppress any distur-
bance among the Indians.

Complaints have been frequently made of late years of the lawlessness of certain
half-breeds in the vicinity of the Jasper House, and there being every prospect of a
large number of prospectors and others visiting that country this summer, a patrol under
Inspector Snyder went through that district, later on proceeding north via Sturgeon
Lake, and Grand Prairie to Dunvegan, returning via Lesser Slave Lake and Fort Assini-
boine to Edmonton. The report attached of this patrol will be found most interesting
and instructive.

Later in the season orders were received to dispatch a party overland via the Peace
River to find out if a wagon road and cattle trail could be opened up to Pelly River.
Inspector Moodie with a party of six, including two Military College graduates, left Ed-
monton on 4th September. He appears to have had bad luck in obtaining guides, one
being lost altogether. His latest report is dated St. John, 27th November, I trust
he is now well over the mountains.

The North-west Government having decided to send ex-Inspector Chalmers, N.W.
M. Police, C.E.; in their employ, to locate, if possible, a wagon road to connect short por-
tions of road already existing between Edmonton and Peace River, the police furnished
part of the outfit and men as being the most satisfactory and speedy way of meeting
your instructions respecting that portion of the wagon road to Pelly River. The party
started out and reported in two months that a feasible route had heen found, and the
North-west Government immediately dispatched a party under Mr. Chalmers to cut
out the rod, prepare estimates for bridges, ferries, &c., and it is expected it will be open
hy January. Even if a good wagon road cannot be got all the way to Pelly Banks, this
road, as far as it goes, will open up a large tract of good farming land, and many very
good gold prospects en route, particularly the Peace River country where experience has
shown that wheat and other cereals, and cattle, can be raised to the best advantage, but
which the extreme difficulty in reaching has hitherto stopped any settlers, except mis-
sionaries and traders, from attempting to occupy, but there is no doubt cattle can be
driven overland to Pelly Banks, although the route may be circuitous. The country
between the Peace River and Edmonton is now dotted with small parties of prospectors
numbering in all several hundred souls, who are camped waiting for spring.

Two patrols will start this week from Edmonton to visit these parties and carry
their mail. One under Sergeant-Major McDoneli going via 8t. Anne and the Macleod
River, the other under Inspector Snyder going via Lesser Slave Lake to St. John on
Peace River, where he will take stock of our supplies and get the latest information re
Inspector Moodie’s party. Both these parties on returning will pick up mail, and give
any advice and assistance in their power to the travellers en route. Still another patrol
under Inspector Routledge will leave Edmonton at an early date visiting all the parties
en route to the Yukon on the Athabasca, Slave Lake and Mackenzie Rivers, as far
North as Fort Simpson, carrying a letter mail and trying all delinquents that come
under their no'ice. As many cases likely to arise requite two J.P.’s to try them, one
member of each party has been sworn in as a Justice of the Peace to sit with Inspector,
Snyder or Routledge.

It is reported that Captain Sega.rs. and party, anfi one Pilon and party, who have
previously travelled the route, have arrived at Peel River safely with all their supplies,
although they only left Edmonton in August. If thisis the case they will easily get
their supplies over to the head waters of the Porcupine, 60 miles, by dog train, and will
arrive at Fort Yukon early in the spring. This will greatly encourage many others to
adopt this route, as although Fort Yukon is 300 miles below the present gold fields, the
Yukon will be alive with steamers next year, and parties can easily get taken up, or
towed up to where they wish to locate. This route and that via Peace River will
certainly cause a great influx of people to pass through the Edmonton District, where
every preparation is being made to autfit them. This will bring still greater prosperity

3
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to that fertile country so well adapted by nature for the future homes of immigrants, it
having water, coal, wood, gold and a fine climate to offer intending settlers. It
will also greatly help the Calgary District as inany will outfit there; that district and
Macieod will supply the pack ponies required and many of the cattle. The routes via
Edmonton will be entirely through Canadian Territory, and all the supplies required will
be purchased in Canada, but it will necessitate a largely increased force of police, and
it will, I think. be necessary to e-tablish out-posts at Peel River and intermediate points,
and also on Peace and Liard Rivers, as well as in the country between thete and
Edmonton, where we have only two men (at Lesser S'ave Lake). Many of the Indians
and half-breeds in this part of the country do not like the increase of travel through
their country. As these Indians are not under treaty I have already drawn your atten-
tion to the advisability of dealing with them before spring travel commences.

The influx of American cattle has, particularly in the Wood Mountain, Maple
Creek and Lethbridge Districts, caused us a great deal of very hard and unsatisfactory
patrolling, and although we have employed several line riders of experience to help our
men, and some of the largest United States cattle owners have also employed line riders,
our united efforts have failed to keep down the crying evil. At one point in the Maple
Creek District, just to give an example, in July we drove 4,000 steers across the line,
and within two weeks we had to drive 3,000 of them back a second time. These steers,
in spite of every precaution, penetrate past our out-posts in small lots, and get among
the settlers breeding stock far removed from the boundary, driving off their young bulls;
the result is small calf crops, and many young heifers irretrievably injured, and if con-
tinued, stogk raising in the southern country will be disastrously checked.

Some of the United States owners are registering the same brands on both sides of
the line, thus defrauding both governments of customs, as it is impossible to say to which
side the particular cattle really belong. When the same brand exists on both sides,
cattle are sold on whichever side of the line the best price obtains. The report of
Superintendent Moffatt attached deals fully with this grievance.

An enormous amount of patrolling has been performed in the effort to suppress
cattle thieving, and T can best bring the difficulties we encounter in getting convictions,
after effecting arrests, to your notice by referring you to the able remarks of Superin-
tendents Steele and Deane on the subject in their reports attached. At present, no
matter how carefully our cases are worked up, some technicality almost invariably
causes the release of the prisoners. The law, as it affects brands, should be altered at
once, so that these vexatious failures of justice shall not occur. Every day the immunity
from punishment, so clearly shewn, is encouraging rogues to increase their cattle stealing
business, and under present conditions, no matter how many are arrested, we cannot
stop this nefarious practice.

Early in April Assistant Commissioner Mclllree left Regina with a party of 20
non-com.-officers and constables under Inspector Scarth for the coast, with instructions
to see them over Chilkcot Pass. After considerable hard work the party got over with
their supplies, and, building boats at Lake Bennett, proceeded to Dawson City, where
they arrived early in June, in time to relieve the members of the force there, whose
time was about to expire, and enable those who wished to leave the country to take the
first boat. Later on, it having been decided that a larger force was necessary in the
Yukon, Assistant Commissioner Mclllree left here, in August, to get them over the
summit, Inspector Harper and 20 of the party arriving at Dawsou on October 10th,
boats having been built by the men, while a party under Inspector Strickland in No-
vember, completed barracks for the detachment, to be stationed at Tagish.

The arrival of Major Walsh as administrator of the Yukon at Skagway relieved
me of all further responsibility in that country, and he will, I have no doubt, report
fully on police matters in the territory under his control.

The report of the assistant commissioner showing the many difficulties he had to
encounter is attached.

The numerous patrols in connection with the Crow’s Nest Pass Railroad, will be
treated under the head of assistance to railroads.
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North-west Mounted Police.

INDIANS.

With the exception of the “ Almighty Voice” trouble, the Indians have been
unusually quiet during the Iast year, and have generally made very great progress. In
the west they have made a good deal of mouney, having found a market for a large number
of hitherto worthless ponies for packing over the various routes to the Yukon, at prices
ranging between $10 and $40.00. There has also been a great demand for hay for the
Crow’s Nest railroad, and a great deal of other work has contributed to their comfort,
a good deal of freighting having also been performed by them. In the north, fair crops,
and a good price for cattle, with good hunting, have made them comparatively indepen-
dent, and in other parts of the country they have put up and sold large quantities of
hay, and disposed of a considerable number of fat cattle. The wise policy of the Indian
Department in supplying well bred bulls, and frequently changing them is shewn by
the prices generally obtained by the Indians for their cattle, which compare more than
favourably with those obtained by the settlers.

The quality of the hay sold by the Indians and put up for their own use, is
unequalled in the Territories, except by that of some of the better class of Germans, and
there can be no doubt as I have previously reported, that in suitable work and remuner-
ative, and prompt payment, lies the whole secret of th> Indian problem. But they will
require constant police supervison for some years, not only to control the more turbulent
amongst them, as they are so easi'’y excited, but also to protect them from injustice
from some of the settlers who will take advantage of their ignorance when they can. Tt
is to be hoped that all reserves that are not yet in possession of herds of cattle will at
an early date be encouraged to take care of them, as above all other employments, cattle
ranching suits these people. ,

I am still of opinion that more Indian police should be employed, not only by the
Indian Department itself, but in connection with the North-West Mounted Police, as
we find them most zealous and useful in every way.

I regret to report that a considerable number of the Refugee Crees deported last
year from the United State. have already returned to that country, where they now
believe that they are American citizens, having employed a lawyer to have them natural-
ized. He was not successful, but they are apparently satisfied with their status.

A good deal of machinery has been purchased by our Indians in addition to their
purchases of wagons and harness, and several have brought sewing machines and furni-
ture for their homes. ’

LIQUOR.

The patrol to Fort Resolution last winter looked carefully into the alleged sale of
intoxicants to Indians, and several men were tried and convicted of the offence, and the
present patrols will investigate and try all cases that come under their notice. A number
of people, generally half-breels, have been convicted of this offence, and have as a rule
undergone imprisonment. I regret to report that some Justices of the Peace do not
take a proper view of the danger to the community likely to arise from this practice,
and let offenders off very lightly, considering the gravity of the offence. Amendments
are now being made to the North-west Ordinances which will ensure greater vigilance
on the part of license inspectors.

HORSES.

Only fourteen remounts have been purchased during the year owing to the reduction
and to the number of men employed in the Yukon, but one hundred pack ponies have
been bought for the passes and the overland trip of Inspector Moodie from Edmonton.
I am now buying a few good ponies ready for next season.
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RETURN of horses purchased from 1st December, 1896, to 30th November, 1897.

From whom Purchased. Place. No. Price. Total.
3 cts. $ cts.
RoUrcho...oo.oooiiii i CKippeooooo o 1 60 00 60 00
&;mm Ranch Co....... ....... Calgary ...... ... ... 3 60 00 180 €O
D. Kerfoot ............... ... ......... Calgary . .... ..... .... 1 110 00 110 00
W. BellIrving........ ......... ..... ..... Calgary ..... .... 2 100 00 200 0¢
H.Riviére. ... . . . ... ... acleod..... .... ... 3 50 00 150 00
. Bn s & Milvaine................... ..... Calgary ...... ......... 1 175 00 175 00
eckton Bros........ ............ .. ... ..., Cannington Manor. ... .. 1 41 00 37 72
"Beckton Bros............. ... ... Cannington Manor. ..... 1 56 00 51 52
*Beckton Bros................. ....... .. Canmngton Manor...... . | 52 00 47 84
| 4 | 1,012 08

*Less 8 per cent.

RETURN of ponies purchased from 1st December, 1896, to 3rd December, 1897.

From whom Purchased. Place. No

A Brown... ... ... Lo e Edmonton... ................ ... ... 3
W.Taylor...... ... ..o ieeniinnn., e do . 3
H. Lariviére ..... ... . ...l do . 5
J. L. Hiroundelle........... ..............c.o0 oL do L . 7
C.Henderson............c..cooviivinininnnnnnn... Fort Saskatchewan......... ......... 2
D.E Noyes... ..oooovuiiiiiiniis i, Edmonton... ................ .. L. 13
R.Hardesty............ocovvvniivininn e o, | do L 4
J.Goodridge . ....... o0 ool ol o e | do e 1
JoNOITIS. ..o v e e | do ..ol e, 2
J.M.Ingram. .... .. .. ... ... ‘Stu eon River...... ..o, 1
E Fleming. .. ........ ... ... ... i St. o 1
E. Shreeve..........ccoo viiiiiiiniiiii e e do ..................... 1
ThomasDunn & Co........ ......covvueenneennnii VANCOUVET. -\ v veennr o s il 1
Stony Reserve....... ... ..., Morley.......oco st i 20
............................................. [YukonCountry....,, 36

% 100




STATEMENT of horses “cast and sold,” by general order, between 1st December, 1896
and 3rd December, 1897, and struck off the the strength of the Force.

North-west Mounted Police.

?

Division.

» B

[ololololololole) T 2

2aaaaaaQaaaca

el=lole)

gis- ! Amount T
'otal
"f\fgfi Total.’ Place. Date. per Horse. | Amount.
I
} ' J‘ 1866. $ cts. 3 octs.
! i
1486 {Maple Creek . Sept. 29 ..... 20 00
1738 | do ... o do 29.. 25 00
i | 1897.
1469 | do ... e May 13..... 20 00
1321 | do ... {do 13 . 20 00
2004 | do L. do 13 . 20 00
509 I s (o Y July 25 . 20 00
1390 | do ... el Aug. 16 15 00
1493 l do ...l do 16 ..... 25 00
1827 do ... . e Sept. 17 . 17 50
1091 do ... ieeeeee ol do 27..... 15 00
378 do . e Nov, 27 ..... 17 00
1157 do ...l do 27...... 23 00
1204 do . ... e do 27...... 29 00
1200 ! do .. e do 27 . 21 00
1489 do .. el do 27 .. 23 (00
2006 do ... ol do 27 . 31 00
—— — | 310
i 1896.
619 Battleford............coooin oot Dec. 2...... 20 00
1303 do .. (}o 20 ..... 25 00
15609 do e e Nov. 28...... 18 12
745 do do 28...... 25 00
1417 [ 1 do 30 . 14 50
1530 do ... do 30 . 20 00
1565 do . e Dec. 27 ..... 19 10
1658 do ... do 27..... 20 00
1897.
317 do e Nov. 1...... 21 00
618 do e e do 1..... 21 OC
649 5 . Y do 1.. 21 00
940 do e do 1...... 21 &
1097 do e e do 1. 21
11 do ... e do 1. 21 00
1419 Ao i e do 1. ... 21 00
1911 do do 1. 21 00
2042 [ T do 1... 21 00
1631 e L J do 1. 21 00
16356 do e e do 1...... 21 00
1736 [ 1 S do 1... .. 21 00
1867 do e do 1...... 21 60
— 21 - 434 72
1896.
1278 Macleod.........coovvivines oaL. May 11...... 24 00
1281 do .. do 11...... 20 00
8456 do . do 11...... 19 00
1276 s J do 11...... 23 00
1897.
1316 do e Aug. 31...... 12 00
_— b e 98 00
1896.
1176 Regina..... ........ .... ...... July 22...... 25 00
727 do ... do 29...... 20 60
1348 do .. do 29...... 36 60
128 do ... Aug. 11...... 25 00
1670 do e do 11...... 10 00
876 do ...l Sept. 1...... 25 60
1367 do .. e e do 2...... 20 00
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StareEMENT of horses “cast and sold”—Continued.

. Regis- | i Amounts Total
Division. t&rgd Total Place. ‘ Date per Horse. | Amount, -
% 1896. $ cts $ cts.
Depot...... 838 ! : 20 00
do . 1889 ds 35 00
do ..... 1422 20 00
do ...... 1875 30 00
do ...... 1923 15 00
do 1605 20 00
do ...l 1837 | 25 00 |
do ...\ 1950 | 2% 00 |
do ...... 1795 ‘ 30 00
do ...... 1425 | 25 00 !
do ...... 1666 25 00 !
do ...... 1823 20 00
do ..l 1024 20 00 |
do 1782 45 00 |
do 1184 20 00 ;
do ...... 1629 | . |Regina................... ... Jan. 1...... 80 00 !
4 20 00 |
10 00 :
15 00 |
25 00 .
20 00 .
15 00 |
25 00 |
30 00 i
27 00 |
25 00 |
20 00
20 00
25 00
25 00
35 00
15 00
20 00
20 00 |
20 00 :
24 00
15 00
19 00
24 00 !
50 00
42 00
32 50
17 00
34 50
19 00
24 50
15 00
1,345 50
E 20 00
E 20 00
E i 25 00
E 1719 do ..o " do 3...... 25 00
E 1956 80 00
E 1657 15 00
E 1010 20 00
E 1525 10 00
E 1603 15 00
E 1644 15 00
E 2245 | 15 00
11 —_ 260 00




North-west Mounted Police.

STATEMENT of horses ¢ cast and sold "—Continued.

Regis- : '
Division. | tered [Total. Place. Date. Amount . Total
No. per Horse. | Amount.
- S—
$ cts.| $ cts.
F 446 Prince Albert 10 00 f
F 1121 o 20 00 .
F 1918 do 21 00 ;
F 1953 do 24 00 |
F 1962 do 23 00 |
F 1971 do 37 00
¥ 1985 do 6 50
F 1377 do 23 00 |
— 8 ———— 16450
E
G 1256 Fort Saskatchewan 40 00 |
G 1681 0 40 00 |
G 1925 do 40 00 |
G 1338 do 45 00 |
G 1852 do 60 00 !
* 1501 do 40 00 |
G 207 do 50 00 |
|
|
G 1813 ‘ do 35 00 |
G 830 do 25 00 |
G 1325 do 25 00
x 1660 do 25
G 1858 do 20 00 |
G 2173 do 30 00 |
G 2175 . do 50 00 |
G 2045 do 75 00 |
G 2046 do 75 00 -
— 16 - 675 00
i
K 1203 Lethbridge.............c.. ...... ) 15 00 |
- 1 —_— 15 00
¥ Pony 28/ 1 |Prince Albert 10 00 10 0
3,342 22

- In addition to the above, 15 horses (10 “ D ” Division, 5 “F” Division), have
been cast and sold by trading them for coal, oats, hay, etc., but not struck off in Gen-
eral Orders, their numbers being :—

“D” Division Nos. 683, 1310, 1318, 1326, 1551, 1559, 1687, 1688, 1696, 1701.
“F” “ “ 964, 1490, 1533, 1674, 1868.
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List of horses which have died or have been destroyed between 1st December, 1896,
and 30th November, 1897.

Reg. No. |Division: Age. | Date. ‘ Cause. Remarks.
1896.

691 D 19 (June 4..Drowned, BigBend..... .. ............

2073 D 7 [Oct. 19.. Inflammation of the bowels .... ........
1897.

1582 D 15 |Jan. 20..!Acute peritonitis....... ............ ..
1440 D 15 |Feb. 1..|Exposure and hardship ... ....... -
1699 D 13 |Mar. 3..!Fracturedpastern......... ............. Destroyed.
1324 K 13 | do 13..|Brokenleg.......... ... ... ......... do
1114 C 15 jApr. 28..|Inflammation of stomach........... .
1909 Dp 11 ay 1..|Inflammation of thebowels.... .........

682 D 19 | do 22 .|Ruptureof stomach. ... ..............
1544 D 13 | do 27..Naturalcauses... ............ e .
2083 G 7 |do 29../Brokenmeck.... .. ............c0......
2261 D 4 (June 5..\Influenza.... ... ....... ... L. . |At sea on SS. Ottoman.
2266 K 5 | do 6../Congestionof lungs..................... do do
1901 E 10 [ do 13..[Pneumonia............ ......... ...... At Chelsea Barracks,Ldn
1895 D 10 {July 22..|Injuries from barbed wire ............... Destroyed.
2080 F 7 |Aug. 19..|Effectsof afever........................
1128 Dp 15 | do 28.. For dog meat do
1013 A 15 | do 31.. o do
1198 A 15 | do 31.. do do

948 C 15 [Sept. 15..|Gastric fever
1107 Dp 15 {do 1..Fordogmeat.................. ........ do

617 A 16 |{do 6.. L 2 do
1487 Dp 15 |do 7.. do do
1504 Dp 13 | do 10.. do do
1420 Dp 15 {do 16.. do ... ...... . do
2229 Dp 6 | do 20.. do ... do
1786 Dp 12 | do 23.. do Ce do
1976 D 11 | do 27..,Retention of urine. do
1105 EP 15 | do 27../Fordog meat. ... .. .. do
1680 F 18 [Oct. 7.. do  ......... . do
1733 D 14 ) do 8..{Chronicspinitis............ ....... . do
1268 G 14 | do 12../For dog MEAL. ..ot e do

889 G 18 | do 21.. L6 R do

760 D 16 |Nov. 10.. Fractured pasternbone........ ........ do

i

10



North-west Mounted Police.

List of ponies which have died, or have been destroyed, between 1st December, 1896,
and 3rd December, 1897.

Nt |
1;‘,2“ ;f Division. Date. i Cause. Remarks.
! i

27 F. 1April 24..... iGlanders. ................... Destroyed.

21 D. ‘Aug. 8 .... iHopeless cripple. ... ........ do .

54 Dp. Sept. 4. ... AR Died in Y ukon country,cause unknown
58 Dp. do 6 . do do
47 Dp. do do do
52 Dp. do do do

100 Dp. | do do do
44 Dp. do do do
46 Dp. do do do
60 Dp. | do do do
0 Dp. | do do do

107 Dp. do do do
42 Dp. do do do
45 Dp. do do do
43 Dyp. do do do
35 Dp. do do do
o§ . Dp. do do do
9 Dp. | do do do
51 Dp. | do do do
57 Dp. do do do

104 Dp. ' do do do
41 Dp. | do do do

Some remounts will be required early in spring to replace horses worn out. The
Crow’s Nest duty has been particularly hard on horses, in some cases it having been
impossible to obtain regular feed.

Of the 57 ponies sent into Skagway or bought there, a large number have died
on the passes from cold and exposure to excessive rains and the difficulty to get sufficient
feed over the pass. Seven oxen were purchased to be worked as long as possible, when
they would be killed for dog feed.

DOGS.

Great difficulty was experienced in getting suitable dogs for the Yukon and north-
ern patrols, and to enable us to get 130 good dogs we had to buy some 15 inferior ones.
78 dogs have already gone to Skagway, about 35 will f0119w at once, and the remainder
are being used on the Northern patrols. Inspector Moodie purchased 33 dogs at Lesser
Slave Lake (said to be very good ones) for his trip to Pelly Banks.

FORAGE.

While there has been a bountiful crop of wheat over the whole Territory, the oat-
crop has been almost a failure, except in the North and West where an excellent crop
was harvested. The scarcity of oats in Manitoba and the Eastern Territories, coupled
with the active demand for the Crow’s Nest Pass Railroad, has raised the price con-
siderably at posts where there was a poor crop. There has again been a great reduc-
tion in the price at Battleford, and the success of the farmers there in the last few
years in growing oats will no doubt still further increase the acreage sown. The in-
creased price however will not seriously affect the police, as fortunately we are owed a
considerable quantity on last year's contracts.

. » Hay,is about.the.same price.as lasy yeas, axeept.in-some parts of the Macleod Dis-
trict, where we have had to pay as much as $40 per ton at the Crow’s Nest Pass, and
there is every indication of it being still higher on account of the bad roads and the
difficulties of transportation.

11
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The hay delivered under contract by the Indians at Regina is as nsual of the very
best quality, not only do they deliver better hay, but they also stack it better than the
settlers.

SADDLERY AND HARNESS.

The reduction of the Force has enabled us to get along without any new harness,
and beyond exchanging a few old saddles for new ones, we have made no expenditure
for saddlery. A few sets of harness and some cart harness will be required next summer.

TRANSPORT.

Very few wagons have been purchased for the same reason, but our old ones are
getting past repair, and during the coming season in almost every division, new heavy
transport will be required. We have plenty of spring wagons of the heavier sort, in
fact more than we now require, but a few light ones and some buckboards will be nec-
essary, and a number of carts will be used in patrolling the Peace River route.

ARMS.

A large proportion of the ammunition used this year was of Canadian make, and I
have again to report that on the whole, it was very unsatisfactory, and at least four
divisions report that its use had a very bad effect on the interest taken in the annual
matches, While a considerable percentage is excellent, almost invariably when a man
was making a geod score, he came upon several bad cartridges, which was most exasper-
ating. The best judges are unanimous in condemning its use. It has had many, and im-
partial trials in this Force, and I trust we shall in future get American ammunition for
our Winchesters. These carbines are getting gradually worse, but will Just another
Yyear or two.

« D Division is the only one armed with Lee-Metford’s, but there are thirty car-
bines of that pattern in the Yukon, as well as a full supply of Winchesters.

Our Enfield revolvers are ohsolete and very much too heavy, and should at once be
replaced with a lighter and nore modern weapon, particularly as our men have now to
do so much walking.

Both our Maxim guns are now over the pass, on the road to Yukon.

BARRACKS.

* Practically no alterations have been made this year, and beyond a little necessary
repairing, some painting and papering, very little money has been spent in the terri-
tories. A new guard-room was commenced at Maple Creek, but not completed, as the
future of that post is undecided. The burning of the immigration building at Medicine
Hat deprived us of very good quarters, and we have had to rent a small house in con-
sequence. A new outpost was built by our men at Crow’s Nest Lake, and new barracks
were put up also by our men at Dawson City and Tagish.

A new post is very badly required in the vicinity of Pincher Creek, as the old
quarters has been condemned, being quite rotten. The opening of the Crow’s Nest
Pass Railway, in the near future, will enable us to select the most suitable site in that
district for a post, and I hope that early in spring we will be in a position to build, as
our present quarters cannot be occupied in summer.

PHYSIQUE.

Our physique is about the same, but the constant drain upon it in selecting the
most active and robust men for service in the Yukon, naturally reduces the average in
the Te ritories. :

: 12



North-west Mounted Police.

DRILL.

Beyond ¢setting up” and arm drill we have practically done no drill this year,
except in the case of the few recruits we have engaged.

DISCIPLINE.

It has been found necessary to dismiss 18 men during the year, nearly all for
drunkenness. With the few men now at my disposal it is more than ever necessary
that all shall be reliable and steady, and while many of those dismissed were smart
looking intelligent men, and good soldiers, as constabulary they were useless. Except
in this one point the discipline has been excellent.

PAY.

I can only quote my report of last year on the subject, as the same conditions
still exist.

I am still of the opinion that officers should get increased pay after a certain
number of years seivice, as under the present system an officer just promoted draws the
same pay as an officer of the same rank with long service. Promotion is very slow and
there is very little to look forward to. ’

I would again call your attention to the present system of superaunuation, which
operates most unfairly towards the large number of officers promoted from the ranks.

Tu calculating pay for both superannuation and pensions, I would respectfully
submit that the value of all allowances should be added to pay for all ranks when
superannuation or pension is considered, as is the custom in the Irish constabulary and
many other constabulary forces.

. RATIONS.

The rations supplied during the year have been generally excellent. The price of
beef at Macleod is too high, but as there is no opposition to the present contractors,
we cannot do better.

Creamery butter is still generally used, and gives satisfaction.

An effort is being made at all posts to contract for bread, as it is impossible with
our reduced strenath to bake it ourselves, and the system of the police supplying the
flour to cutside bakers and paying for the baking is not always satisfactory.

FUEL AND LIGHT.

There has been some decrease in the expenditure under the above heading, owing
to some quarters and barrack rooms having been closed on account of the reduction. Coal
is still much too dear at the pit’s mouth in the large collieries, but increased population
and consequent demand should shortly remedy this, as there are a great number of
small mines being opened. The completion of the Crow’s Nest Pass Railway will
enable the hard coal of that region to be placed in the market in competition with anth-
racite coal, the price of which at the pit's mouth is $5.00 per ton.

The electric light at Calgary, Lethbridge and Regina is a great success, but the
meters at Regina are not at all satisfactory, and T am endeavouring, with your consent,
to make a better arrangement with a view to reducing the cost.

CANTEENS

Are running in all divisions to the great convenience and comfort of all members
of the force. The great reduction in the strength of several divisions will necessitate
13



61 Victoria Sessional Papers (No. 15.) A, 1898

the closing up in the near future of several canteens. as there are not sufficient men to
make it profitable to continue them, even if we could spare men to look after them.

CRIME.

There were five murders committed during the year. Three, those of Corporal
Hockin and Constable Kerr, N.-W.M. Police and Mr. Grundy, Postmaster, at Duck
Lake by “ Almighty Voice,” one by a Hungarian namned Grega, of his own father near
Whitewood, and one of a squaw near Edmonton whose murderer has so far escaped
justice, the suspected man having been acquitted. In addition to the murders com-
mitted by “ Almighty Voice” he seriously wounded three members of the force, two of
whom may never recover the use of their arms in consquence.

One Gray is now under arrest at Edmonton for shooting with intent, but with
these exceptions there has been very little violent crime.

T regret to report that there has been a good deal of both catile killing and stealing,
and almost invariably I believe by whites. Asin previous years, although the police
have worked hard, technicalities in procedure have generally resulted in the prisoners
getting released. Tramps have increased in some districts, but they have been so closely
watched, and arrested when necessary, that no serious crimes have resulted.

The great influx of strangers into the Edmonton District bound for the Yukon,
many of whom are armed, has, so far, occasioned us no trouble, but the practice of carry-
ing revolvers will occupy our close attention, as it is certain sooner or later to lead to
trouble.

Taken on the whole, the country has been very quiet since my last report.

ROADS AND BRIDGES.

The appointment by the North-west Government of Mr. Dennis as Deputy Minis-
ter of Public Works, and of a qualified C.E,, in each district of the Territories to look
after the roads and bridges, will, I think, be of very great advantage to the country. A
wagon road is being made from Edmonton to Peace River which will not only accom-
modate parties going to the Yukon, but will also open up a fine country for settlement.

FIRE PROTECTION.

We have had no fires this year, and our fire appliances are the same as last year.

TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES.

The telegraph lines, particularly the main line of the C.P.R., have apparently too
much work, as there is frequently considerable delay in receiving and sending messages.

The telephone line between Lethbridge and St. Mary’s is still very unsatisfactory,
and when most wanted is not in working order.

ASSISTANCE TO RAILROADS.

The usual assistance has been given railroads when required, but beyond keeping
the line clear of tramps, and arresting parties for stealing rides, we have not been called
upon, except in the Crow’s Nest Pass construction, where disputes under the Master
and Servants Act have kept us busy. It appears that many wen were brought up by
Labour Agents without fully understanding the conditions, and the result has beenagreat
deal of unnecessary work for the Police. Two officers and six men are on duty along the
line of constrution, and the usual patrols in the vicinity of the works in the Territories
have been kept up. It appears that the contractors are now getting on better with their
men, many of those who were dissatisfied having been sent home.

14



North-west Mounted Police.

PRAIRIE FIRES.

The country has been remarkably exempt from destructive prairie fires during the
last season, which was very fortunate, as the greatly decreased strength of the force
prevented, except in a few instances, the establishment of the usual police tire patrols.
Early in the fire season a number of reliable settlers were recommended to the North-
west Government for the position of fire guardians ; they were very promptly appointed,
and in many cases have done excellent work in prosecuting parties who set out fires,
and I think in future in most neighborhoods the settlers can look after themselves in
the matter of prairie fires.

RANCHES.

The very cold and stormy weather in November, 1896, was expected to have a
disastrous result on stock in sowme sections of the country. This fear has not been ful-
filled to any extent, beyond a considerable decrease in the calf crop. A .large number
of steers have been exported this year, but it was found that a very large number offered
to the buyers were not sufficiently fat for market. This should greatly increase the
number for export next year. All the rough cattle are either killed locally or shipped
to British Columbia, where one tirm, M. P. Burns, kills over 600 a month. The Crow’s
Nest Pass Railrcad, is furnishing a market for a number of coarse cattle, and I expect
to see a large number of beef cattle driven into the Edmonton District next summer,
many of which will be taken overland towards the Yukon. . )

Sheep while still low in price are in better demand, and several parties who shipped
direct to England report favourable sales.

The Crow’s Nest Pass Railway, and the great demand for ponies for the Yukon,
suitable for packing, has opened up a good market for both the heavier class of horses,
and for the small horses, of late years quite unsaleable, and whole droves of ponies have
been bought from Indians and others at their full value, in some cases as much as $30
having been paid.

There is still little demand for saddle horses, and the reduction of the police, and
our not buying horses, has not improved the outlook.

There has been a great demand for hay and oats in the vicinity of the line of the
Crow’s Nest Railroad, and large quantities have been baled and shipped there from the
north.

. Stock inspectors have been appointed in the west, and their labours will be found
most useful to the ranchers.

There has been a great demand for hogs for home packing, one firm alone at
Edmonton has packed several thousand, and another firn has lately recommenced
business with a view to supplying parties going overland to the Yukon with bacon. In
other parts of the country many smaller concerns are making bacon, and having had
the opportunity lately of seeing several carloads of hogs, the great improvement in
breed is plainly discernable. The high price of wheat in sume parts has retarded the
iincrea.se in supply of hogs, but at all places where barley is grown it is being very pro-

tably fed. '

is usual a number of cattle have been killed by the trains on the C. & E. Railroad,
and quite a number have been drowned while endeavouring to get water on the frozen
rivers, generally owing to the carelessness of the owners and their employees.

The early construction of the Crow’s Nest Pass Railroad and other increased trans-
port facilities into Kootenai, will next year greatly increase the demand for all North-
west products, and with the Yukon excitement will, it is considered, cause the incoming
year to be the most prosperous in the annals of the territories.

SETTLERS.

A large proportion of the settlers who have come into the country are Galicians,
and while some of them have money, many are in very poor circumstances. Those who
1
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arrived last year have turned out very much better than was expected, as although very
ignorant, and behind the age, they are very willing to work, and seem apt at picking up
new ideas. They are settled east of Fort Saskatchewan, and their great drawback is
the absence of work in the vicinity, so that it is impossible for them to get remunerative
labour. Some of them worked on the Crow’s Nest Pass, but as they did not understand
the work they were not a success, and the distance from their homes was too great for
them to make any money.

About 250 settlers have located in the Macleod District ; these are reported to be
of a very desirable class.

The farmers all over the Territories have done remarkably well, and the creameries,
aided by the Government, have been a very important factor in this result in many parts
of the country. This industry, with a little exertion on the part of the farmers, can be
made much more profitable. At present, owing to the lack of patronage, the creameries
open late in the season and close early, the farmers not generally keeping their cows
milking after the grass season. Several creameries are endeavouring to run later this.
year, and if successful in making good returns to the patrons, the practice will no doubt.
become general.

The Mormons have done very well this year, and would do better if they would
improve their farming, as their grain is very dirty. The construction of the Crow’s.
Nest Pass Railroad has greatly assisted them. They are now seeking incorporation.

Irrigation has not been required this year as there was plenty of rain.

The Alberta Railway and Coal Co. have lately caused a survey to be made of their-
lands lying south of Lethbridge, and propose to put in irrigation ditches. As the
country is adapted in every sense for irrigation, this will open up for cultivation an
immense tract of land, which at present is only used for grazing, owing to its dryness.
Where water has been applied in gardens the growth has been very luxuriant. It is
expected that on completion of the system there will be a large influx of settlers from
United States Territory, who understand, and appreciate, irrigation better than our-
people. The Kootenai market for hay, oats, vegetables, etc., will be at their doors.

MINING.

The usual placer mining has been carried on along the North Saskatchewan River,.’
but owing to extremely high water, which continued most of the summer, the result has
not been as good as formerly. Numerous dredges have been built, generally by Ameri-
cans, but T doubt if they have been very successful. Several machines are at work
trying to extract gold from the large deposits of black sand, which have hitherto been
an incumbrance to the miners. If any of the processes in use are satisfactory, it is
expected that a large quantity of gold can be saved. These machines are now being
overhauled, and altered, ready for, it is to be hoped, a profitable business next year.
West of Edmonton on the McLeod and Wapiti Rivers, gold has been obtained by Half-
breeds, it is reported in paying quautities. The continued high water in the Saskat-
chewan will result next year, it the river is low, in a very increased production of gold,
the bars always containing a larger quantity of gold after continued high water.

The price of coal at Edmonton has been raised from §1.75 to $2.50 per ton, caused
by the Yukon excitement, and the increased demand for labour in consequence.
Arrangements are being made to work a number of coal mines on completion of
the Crow’s Nest Pass Railroad, this should lower the price of coal. The original cost.
at the pit’s mouth is too great now, some mines charging from $3 to $5 per ton there.

RECRUITS.

Very few recruits have joined during the year, owing to our contemplated reduc-
tion, and only the best men who present themselves at their own expense have been
taken on. At present we have 670 of all ranks on the pay roll. Ninety of that num-
ber are specials employed as dog drivers, cooks, artisans, &c., leaving the actual strength.
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of the North-west Mounted Police at 580, including officers, and out of that over 80 are
in the Yukon. In selecting men for service there, only the strongest, most active,
handiest and steadiest ‘men are chosen, and many of our best artisans have been taken,
which greatly weakens the standard of those remaining for duty in the Territories.
The immediate necessity for police in the Peace River and Athabasca countries will be
a still further drain, and I have requested that at least one hundred suitable recruits
be at once engaged, so that they can be drilled and disciplined before spring.

JUBILEE.

In June a party consisting of one Superintendent, one Inspector and thirty Non-
Com. Officers and Constables and 27 horses proceeded to England to take part in the
procession in honour of Her Majesty’s Julglee. Superintendent Perry and Inspector
Belcher were the Officers selected, and we have every reason to be proud of the detach-
ment, their physique, appearance, discipline and drill being very generally admired,
they being considered by prominent officers quite equal to the best troops present. The
horses, which suffered greatly on the passage over, three of them dying, were in very
good condition on the day of the procession. They were afterwards presented to the Im-
perial Government.

All the horses sent over were bred in the West, and with one exception ranged
the prairie until four years old.

QUARANTINE.

Early this year, with your approval, the enforcement of Quarantine, and of the
Contagious Diseases Act, affecting cattle and horses, were placed under my charge in
the Territories, and with the assistance of a very capable veterinary staff and the
hearty co-operation of all ranks, a system of inspection of the whole Territories has been
adopted, which has resulted in the prompt isolation and subsequent destruction of all
animals suffering from contagious diseases. Full reports in every case have been sub-
mitted to the Department of Agriculture, and the settlers generally are quite ready to
assist us in every way, even to the extent of killing their own animals when such action
is recommended.

Glanders among horses, and lumpy-jaw among cattle, are the two most prevailing
diseases, but some horses have died from typhoid fever, and quite a number of cattle
have died of anthrax. Lately the police received orders to test all the cattle at the
Indian Head Experimental Farm for tuberculosis, but only one animal gave reaction
in a marked degree, and it was slaughtered by order of the hon. the Minister of
Agriculture.

GENERAL.

Owing to the reduction, all members of the force have been worked to their fullest
capacity, and with our reduced strength, the calls for men for the Yukon, Peace River
and Athabasca districts, and Crow’s Nest Pass Railroad, our men being now on duty in
British Columbia, have been very difficult to meet without seriously impairing our
efficiency in the Territories proper. Very little drill has been done, and in some divisions
it was impossible to find time for target practice. Fortunately the absence of prairie
fires and the good behaviour of the Indians (whom we have, however, looked closely
after) enabled us to keep up with the work, but without sufficient drill and opportuni-
ties for proper instruction, it can only be expected that the police will deteriorate. All
ranks are generally doing the best they can for the credit of the force, but in case of
emergency it would be impossible now to collect 20 men in the whole force in the
Territories without interferring with some important duty. Either police protection
must be taken away from the older settled districts and the head quarters of several
divisions closed, or the strength of the force must be increased materially.
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It has been frequently stated that the police are too expensive, but when it is con-
sidered the amount of crime their presence prevents, and the expense of prosecuting
thus saved the country, and the large amount of work done all over for other depart-
ments, which if done by men solely employed by those departments would be very great,
I think the expense of maintaining some 600 well drilled men is not out of the way. I
say well drilled because the general opinion expressed of our jubilee detatchment was
that it was quite equal in drill, appearance and discipline to the detachments of any
regular troops present.

The work done by the police is not generally understood, as in addition to our
military and regular police duties, we build all our own small posts, do our own wagon
repairing, blacksmithing, harness repairing, painting, d&c., besides taking the census
when required, collecting customs, acting as timber, fire and game guardians, issuing
seed grain and relief to indigent settlers, taking charge of quarantine against man and
beast, administering the Contagious and dnfectious Diseases Act, and keeping track of
the movements of population, &c. &e., while a large proportion of the work done usually
by police magistrates is performed by our officers. All these varied duties render the
police handy, gives them occupation when their services are not actually required as
constables, and affords the Government at any time required a compact force of drilled
men.

ASSISTANCE TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS.

We have rendered all necessary assistance in the above direction. For the Indian
Department we have escorted treaty money, and sent our Veterinary Surgeons on
several occasions to attend cattle belonging to Indians suffering from disease.

On behalf of the Department of the Interior we have now three constables pro-
tecting timber along the boundary line in South Manitoba, and at various places in the
Territories we have, when called upon, looked after the timber.

All cases of destitution have been carefully investigated, and, where necessary,
temporary relief has been issued, pending further instructions. In nearly every case
settlers just arrived were those requiring relief. It is satisfactory to know that nearly
all those relieved in previous years are now doing well.

In the Yukon a great deal of the Interior Department work has fallen on the
police, and their duties in that direction are constantly increasing.

As previously reported the enforcement of the cattle quarantine and the adminis-
tration of the Act e Infectious and Contagious Diseases affecting animals in the Terri-
ritories have been placed entirely under police control. ~The usual assistance has been
given to the Militia Department in looking after the arms loaned to the various Rifle
Associations, and at all points where Customs and Inland Revenue Officers are not
stationed we have assisted those Departments to the best of our ability.

YUKON DETACHMENT.

We have at present eight officers and eighty-eight men, including dog drivers, in
the Yukon, all under the command of the Administrator, my responsibility ending as
soon as they land at Skagway. The best men are invariably celected for this duty, and
great care is taken in seeing that all are carefully examined by the doctors before
starting, in addition to their possessing physical strength, endurance, good characters

. and being good travellers and handy men.

The selection of only the best men for the Yukon makes'it imperative that only
extra good men shall be engaged, and that all men who are liable to give any trouble
be discharged. In consequence I have been obliged to decline to re-engage many men
who, while the force was at its full strength, and before such demands were made for
the Yukon, could be profitably employed as members of parties, the great majority of
whom were reliable. Now, when frequently one man bas to proceed on duty alone,
their services are a positive danger to the reguta.tion of the force.

1



North-viest Mounted Police.

Superintendent Constantine and Assistant Surgeon Wills have been over two years
in the Yukon ; the others went in this year to relieve time expired men, all of whom
except Staff-Sergeant Hayne took their discharge.

DAIRYING.

A great impetus has been given to creameries by the satisfactory price received for
butter. The Kootenai has absorbed a large amount, the remainder having generally
gone to England, so that very little has been available for local consumption, although
500,000 1bs. have been made at creameries this year. In spite of the great wheat crop
and good prices, many farmers who have not hitherto sent milk to creameries will do
80 next summer, as butter promises to be a good price, the Yukon market and im-
proved transportation into Kootenai promising a greatly increased demand,

DEATHS.

Our death rate has been unusually heavy during the year, particularly when our
. greatly reduced strength is considered.

On December 24th, 1896, Reg. No. 2229, Corporal J. Hatfield, of “ D ” Division,
died at Macleod of hemorrhage of the brain, probably caused by a chill.

On May 30th, Reg. No. 3112, Constable A. Glend, of Depot Division, died from
“aneurism of the thoracic aorta.”

On May 28th, Reg. No. 3106, Corporal C. H. S. Hockin and Reg. No. 3040, Con-
stable J. R. Kerr, were shot near Duck Lake by ““Almighty Voice” and his companions.

On September 14th, Reg. No. 3008, Constable A. Montague, of Depot Division,
died from obstruction of the bowels and peritonitis.

On September 13th, Reg. No. 549, Sergeant W. R. McMinn, died from typhoid
poisoning bringing on heart failure.

All were deeply regretted by their comrades, and were a great loss to the force, as
they were well behaved men and good constables, Sergeant McMinn in particular
having done long and excellent service, being 16 years in the force.

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant,

L. W. HERCHMER,
Commassioner, North-west Mounted Police.
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ALTERATIONS in strength of the Force by General Orders from 1st December, 1896 to
3rd December, 1897.

Men.
Engaged ...... ... ... ... . ... e ceee 39
Re-engaged without actually leaving........... ........... 96
Re-engaged after having actua.lly left........... ... .. ... 18
lechargedbypurcha.se e e 42
time expired............ ...... .. ........... 63
Deserted . ... . ..o e 8
Dismissed . ... ... ... i e 18
Died.. . . e 6
Granted free discharges, having completed two years engagement
in Yukon Country . ..............c..iiiiiiiiiiiai 7
Horses
Remounts ... ... cuutn it 14
cCastand sold. ... ... ... .. 132
Died . e e 14
Destroyed .................................... S .20
Sent to England with jubilee detachment and there dlsposed
of by transfer to the Imperial Government. . ca 24
Ponies.
Purchased................ i B, 100
Died and destroyed...... ...... ... 22

Cast and Sold. . ..ot ittt e e e e e 1
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APPENDIX A.

ANNUAL REPORT OF ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER J. H. McILLREE.

NoRTH-WEST MOUNTED PoOLICE,
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER,
REGINA, 15th December, 1897.

The Commissioner,
North-west Mounted Police,

Sir,—I have the honour to submit my annual report, dating from 15th November,
1896 to 30th November, 1897.

I left Regina for Battleford on 17th November, 1896, leaving Saskatoon the next
morning, and reached Battleford at 2 p.m. on the 20th ; the snow being very deep, and
the weather very cold. Held a general inspection on 20th and 21st, and at 4 p.m. on
21st, left with Superintendent Cotton to inspect Jackfish Lake detachment buildings
which had been completed but a short time. Went as far as Bourassa’s that night,
20 miles, and early next morning with a fresh team went to Jackfish Lake deta:hment,
I inspected the buildings and returned to Bourassa’s, stopped an hour there and left for
Battleford. When within a few miles of the river a blizzard came on and we had con-
siderable trouble in finding the river and the crossing. Finished inspection at Battleford
next wmorning, the 23rd November, and left for Saskatoon at 1.30 p.m. Reached
detachment at McFarlane’s that evening, Inspected that detachmwent and went on to
Henrietta the next day. Inspected that detachment and arrived at Saskatoon. In-
spected detachment there and arrived at Regina the next day, the 26th.

On 5th December I left for Maple Creek and the following day held an investiga-
tion, the proceedings of which I mailed to you from there. On 6th December I
inspected the barracks and left in the evening for Lethbridge via Dunmore. I was at
Lethbridge until the afternoon of 10th December, and held a minute inspection of
everything in connection with the division. I might state here that directly on my re-
turn from inspection trips I rendered to you invariably a full and detailed report. I
left for Macleod on the afternoon of the 10th December, reaching there the same
day, I inspected the detachment at Kipp on my way there. Was at Macleod
until midday of the 16th December, and made a thorough inspection of all books, storts
and everything in connection with “ D ” Division, and went out to the herd and examined
the horses. Left for Calgary on afternoon of 16th December. Was there until evening
of 19th and inspected barracks, horses, etc., and went thoroughly through the Q.M.

ks. T returned to Regina on 20th December. )

On 3rd February I left for Fort Saskatchewan, reaching there on the 5th, and was
engaged in inspection work there until midday of the 8th, when I drove to Edmonton,
inspected detachment there, and left next day for Calgary, spending the 10th February
there on official business, and returned to Regina on the 11th.

On the 15th February, you left for Ottawa, and until your return on the 9th
March, I was in command of the Force.

On 21st February, I proceeded to Maple Creek on official business, and returned to
Regina the following day.

On 8th April I left Regina with Inspector Scarth’s party bound for the Yukon,
with instructions to outfit the party and see them as far as the Summit of the Chilkoot
Pass, and return from there myself. Between Regina and Calgary the balance of the
party were collected, consisting in all of one officer and 20 non-com. officers and constables.
We had a good trip through the mountains, getting through Rogers Pass just jn time
to escape some bad snow slides. We reached Vancouver at 6.30 p.m. of the 10th
April and remained there until 1 p.m. of the following day, when we left for Victoria.

uch kindness was shown to us all at Vancouver, and a large crowd saw us off on the

“Charmer,” and gave us three hearty cheers, to which we replied with a will. We

reached Victoria in the evening and were there until about midday of the 15th April.
21
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Great kindness was shown to the party here, and the men behaved themselves in a
manner that elicited warm praive from the public. I received your instructions after
reaching Victoria to outfit there as much as possible, which I did, and took a large
quantity of provisions and stores withus. We left Victoria on the 8.8, “City of Topeka”
about 1 p.m. of the 10th April. Just before leaving, a rope against which Inspector
Scarth was leaning gave way, and he was precipitated into the hold, but fortunately
after falling a few feet he caught a rope and received no injury except a shaking up,
and it shows the sang-froid of the average policeman, that he came up smiling—did not
lose his eye-glass, and kept his forage cap in place, though he started down the hold
head first. We had a most pleasant trip to Juneau. The boat was pretty crowded,
but all the men had gpod berths, and they soon made themselves general favourites with
all on board. It had been spread about by some wag that Inspector Scarth was the
Chaplain to our party, and a deputation of ladies requested him to hold service on the
Sunday, which he did to their great satisfaction.

We reached Juneau during the night of the 18th April, and went ashore at day-
light next morning, and I proceeded to purchase necessary articles which were required
to complete the outfit of the party. We spent two days in Juneau, and I had some
trouble in getting a suitable vessel to take us to Dyea. There were several little steam-
boats, but those available were too small to carry our party with safety. I at last hired
a sailing schooner with auxiliary power from a small gasoline engine. The steamboat
men got mad and tried to place obstacles in the way of our leaving. One of their
number thrashed our captain, and they were both run into the lock-up just about the
time we had arranged to start. However, the United States Commissioner was good
enough to bail out our captain and we pulled out about nine p.m of the 20th, in heavy
rain. We were very crowded. In addition to our party, there were four members of
Mr. Secretan’s party, and various specimens of dogs. We made but poor progress dur-
ing the night, but early in the morning we got a ripping breeze from the south, and
under sail made good time. We reached Dyea’ about four p.m. on 21st April. The
schooner was flat bottomed and as the tide was pretty high, she was run well up on the
beach and we at once began to unload the stores, and carry them to a place of safety.
I went up to Healy & Wilson’s store, and found the manager, Mr. 8. J. Heron, to be an
old friend of mine whom I had known intimately at Fort Assiniboine, Montana, in
former years. He proved most kind and helpful to me throughout. 'We had about five
tons including everything. 1 could not get the use of Healy & Wilson’s pack train for
some days, as there were a good many people in the Pass, and he had some work on
hand. The men were employed about camp, sharpening tools, making pack straps, &c.
I found the season to be abnormally early. The snow was almost entirely gone up to
near the Stone House, and the Canyon was broken up. On Saturday the 24th, about
1,600 pounds of our freight was taken by the pack train to the mouth of the Canyon,
and I sent three men to camp with it. On Monday 26th, a full pack train load went
up to the mouth of Canyon, and I sent Inspector Scarth and all the party up there but
three, with instructions to start in next day and commence to pack the freight round
the Canyon and on to Sheep Camp, I went up to the Canyon myself. The camping
ground was very limited, and consisted of boulders of varying size, and was packed
closely with tents. I returned to Dyea with pack train. The next day the balance of
our freight was taken to the Canyon, and the rest of our men left for the same place.
The following day I left for the Canyon to remain with the party and found they had
made very good headway. They were working very hard and with great cheerfulness,
and had a camp established at Pleasant Camp, and another at Sheep Camp. I went
through to Sheep Camp and returned to mouth of Canyon. I found the trail around
the Canyon to be very bad, there being a great deal of mud and water with ice under-
neath and everyone got nasty spills. From Pleasant Camp there was some ice on the
Creek, and we tried sleds but the parties hauling them fell through theice often, and
there were long stretches of bare ground. All our stuff was up at Sheep Camp by
midday of the 29th. It rained all this day, and the men were very wet, but as cheerful
as ever. There were a lot of people camped here, and the camping ground was very
limited and exceedingly filthy. T decided to hire Indians to pack from here to Summit
and after a lot of dickering, agreed with 2them at a rate of five cents per pound, they
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to start next morning, it rained hard next day, but on the morning of the 1st May, they
started early with their packs. I sent four of my party with them to go over the Sum-
mit, and take all the freight they could to Bennett, make camp there and come back
next day for further loads. I went up myself in the afternoon as far as The Scales,
but there being a violent snow storm up at the Summit, I did not go any further, and
returned to Sheep Camp. The following day the Indians packed all day, and I sent two
parties over the Summit, one in the morning and one in the afternoon, and I myself
went up to the Summit, and saw the second party off. Travelling was hard owing to
hot sun rendering the snow soft, and climbing was hard. Next morning the balance of
the party left, all well, and I turned over the command to Inspector Scarth. The
party throughout had worked uncommonly well, and had been a credit to the force in
every way. The who'e way from Regina to the Summit, many people spoke to me in
the highest terms of praise of their neat, soldierly and fine appearance, and of their
quiet and unobtrusive behaviour. At Juneau particularly people were much struck with
them. After the party leaving me at Sheep Camp, I paid off the Indians and tramped
to the mouth of the Canyon, where I came across one of Healy & Wilson’s waggons,
and reached Dyea about 11 p.m. I had to remain at Dyea until 2 p.m. of the 5th
when I left for Juneau on the * Rustler ” reaching there next morning, and left Juneau
on the evening of the 7th, arriving at Victoria on the 11th, and Regina 17th May.

On May the 28th, news reached here that a party under Inspector Allan had
located “ Almighty Voice,” the Indian who 18 months before had escaped from Duck
Lake, and who subsequently shot Sergeant Colebrook. In following  Almighty Voice”
through the bluff, Inspector Allan had his right arm badly shattered by a bullet, and
Sergeant Raven was wounded in the thigh, and it was found that “ Almighty Voice”
had one or more companions with him. Later in the day Corporal Hockin and a few
men with him, with two civilians who bad turned up, rushed the bluff with very disas-
astrous results, Constable Kerr and one of the civilians named Grundy being killet, and
Corporal Hockin mortally wounded, dying a few hours later. The Indians had dug a
deep pit in the thickest part of the bluff, and shot them all from that point of vantage.
Corporal Hockin’s body was recovered immediately, but the other two bodies were
not recovered until the next day. Superintendent Gagnon arrived just after this
rush had been made, and managed, with the men he had, to keep the Indians
from escaping from the bluff during the night. By your instructions 1 left
Regina at 10.30 a.m. of 29th, with Inspector Macdonell, 24 N. C. officers and
men, a 9-pounder gun, the gun team, and a few saddle horsess. We made a
good run to Duck Lake, reaching there at 4.50 p.m., and as soon as horses were fed and
watered, pulled out for scene of action, 17 miles from Duck Lake. I reached there
about 10 p.m., the others a little later. I found Superintendent Gagnon there and a
number of specials under Mr. McKay, Q.C., from Prince Albert, and the bluff was sur-
rounded. All the men who arrived with me were at once sent out to assist. The night
was very dark anll cold. A good deal of desultory firing took place during the
night, the Indians firing out of the bluff and the sentries returning the fire. A 7-
pounder brass gun had been brought from Prince Albert, and a few rounds of shell had
been fired late in the evening at the spot where the pit was known to be located. Early
on the morning the 30th May the men who surrounded the bluff were withdrawn, and a
few mounted men placed round it. The guns were got into position to enfilade
the spot where the pit was supposed to be, the 9-pounder under command of Corporal
Smith and a detachment from Regina, and the 7-pounder worked by a detachment of
“F” division under direction of Mr. Walton, of Prince Albert. Both guns made good
Practice, but the 7-pounder had only a limited number of rounds, and the firing was
continued for some time by the 9-pounder. About 9 a. m. Corporal Smith took the
7-pounder down the valley and fired a number of shells into the bluff, making most ex-
cellent practice. Not a sound had heen heard from the bluff nor a trace of an Indian
had been seen. After consultation I agreed to rush the bluff and we went through it.
Two Indians were found dead in the pit, ** Almighty Voice ” underneath and the * Little
Salteaux ” lying on top of him. ¢ Almighty Voice” had evidently had one of his
legs shattered the evening before by a shot from the 7-pounder brought from Prince
Albert, as his trail was found where he had tried to escape during the night, a crutch he
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had dropped being picked up, round which was wrapped a piece of his blanket, and one
of his mocassins was found near the crutch outside the bluft, one of his feet being bare
when found in the pit. Both he and “Little Salteaux ” were killed by splinters of
shells which burst over the pit. The third Indian was found further down the bluff,
and had evidently been killed by a stray bullet square in the centre of his forehead
during the night, as the body was quite cold and rigid. The bodies of Constable Kerr
and Mr. Grundy were at once taken out of the bluff and the latter taken to Duck Lake
under escort. Both bodied were disfigured by having been pounded over the head with a
rifle, the broken parts of which were found in the pit, together with other arms. The
bodies of the three Indians were brought out, identified and turned over to the officials
of “One Arrows” Reserve. I at once started Inspector Macdonell and the Regina
party for Duck Lake to catch the train for the south the next morning. I went to
Prince Albert with Superintendent Gagnon and attended the funeral of Corporal Hockin
and Constable Kerr, and returned to Regina on 3rd Jane.

On 6th June I left for Lethbridge, the next day going to Coutts, and on the 8th
held an investigation at that place. The next day I inspected Coutts detachment,
drove over to Writing on Stone and inspected that outpost and returned to Coutts,
leaving there the next morning for Lethbridge, and held an inspection at Lethbridge
on the 10th and 11th June. Drove over to Macleod on afternoon of 11th, and during
the next three days made a thorough inspection of Macleod Post. Leaving Macleod
on afternoon of 14th I returned via Lethbridge, and on 15th June inspected Maple
Creek Post, returning to Regina the following day.

On the 26th July you left for Ottawa, and on the 30th I received instructions
from you about proceeding to Dyea, as more men were to be sent into the Yukon. I
left here on the 3rd August with six non-commissioned officers and men. You were
on the train and went with me as far as Swift Current and gave me my instructions.
At Medicine Hat I picked up Staff-Sergeant Richards. At Calgary T saw Inspector
Wood about purchasing pack ponies, and at Canmore saw Inspector Harper about
his going into the Yukon. Reached Vancouver on time and went right on to
Victoria. During the next two days iy time was fully occupied in purchasing stores
and arranging numerous matters in connection with parties to follow e. Left
Victoria on SS. “ Queen,” on evening of Tth August. Had a very cold and wet trip,
and reached Skagway early on the morning of the 12th. The freight was immediately
piled promiscuously on lighters and dumped on the rocks, and every one had to pick out
his own freight and carry it above high water mark. When the tide went out I got a
team and wagon and hauled the freight up to camp. There was quite a large con-
course of tents at Skagway, but only four houses at this time, and there were very few
pack animals in the pass. I endeavoured to hire some pack animals to take my party
through to Bennett, but was unable to get a single one, so on the 15th I started the
party over the pass with a month’s provisions to do their own packing. I went over to
Dyea on the 19th to see how matters stood there. I found lots of people in the pass,
the pack trains and Indians fully employed and with numerous engagements ahead,
and I thought, as I had a pack train coming up, and another one that I had engaged
when in Victoria, that I could do better in the White Pass. The train I had engaged
in Victoria, to work for me was in charge of Mr. J. Grant, and was to consist of 60
animals, Mr. Grant was recommended strongly to me by one of the most influential
men in Victoria. .

On the 20th August the “Islander” arrived with Inspector Harper and party
on board, 20 pack animals and six attached civilians, five of whom in the employ
of the Department of the Interior, were going through to Dawson, and for whom
I was to tind transport and rations with our party. The sixth civilian was Mr.
Richardson, who was sent up to locate a suitable route from the coast to Tagish
House for a_telegraph line. He was sent through to Bennett with pack horses by
the White Pass, went on to Tagish House by boat, and returned by the Chilcoot Pass..
The “Bristol” arrived the same day as the *Islander,” having on board Mr. Grant’s
pack train. Inspector Harper commenced unloading at once. The next day the horses
were unloaded and saddles were fitted, horses numbered and shod. This work was com-
pleted next day. On 23rd a camp was picked out near the foot of the hill, the end of
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the wagon road, and everything was moved up to that point as quickly as possible.
Supplies for Inspector Harper’s party for two months were set aside to be moved first,
and on the 25th our pack train made its first trip, eight miles up the trail to where our
second camp was formed, and returned the same day. The trail was very heavy, and
one of the ponies played out. The trail was closed for repairs the next day and was not
re-opened until the 30th August.. Up to this date, from the time of my arrival 16
steamers had arrived, crowded with men and pack animals, and travel was becoming
congested, and it had rained eleven days or parts of days. On 26th August Staff-Sergt.
Richards arrived at Skagway, having walked from the Summit that day. He reported
his party as having everything over the Summit, but they had had terribly hard work
with constant rain. The boots of the whole party were worn out, and I got new ones
and started him back next morning with part of the pack train,

Inspector Strickland arrived on the 26th August with 5 men on str. “ Danube.”
On the 30th, the day the trail was re-opened, our pack train started for eight mile camp
again. The trail was better but there were over 2,000 pack animals on it that
day, and the crush was awful, and if anything happened to one animal the whole pro-
cession had to stop. On this day Grant’s pack train turned up for the first time, and

loaded up to go to Bennett. He had a lot of inexperienced men and not a sufficient
number to handle the number of horses in his train, and in consequence they got gener-
ally inixed up on the trail, and on the 2nd Sept. the train came back having dumped
their loads at our eight mile camp. A number of the horses had got some miles past that
point and could easily have taken their loads through to Bennett, but Mr, Grant brought
them back. I may as well say here that I had constant trouble with this train and in
the end they took but a small quantity of freight over the Pass for me in comparison with
what they should have done. I was unfortunate enough to dislocate my right ankle on
the 1st May, which debarred me from any active exercise for over a month. I had
bought six extra horses, and Inspector Harper later on bought eight more. The train
kept on packing steadily under Insp. Harper’s direction, though they got less in number
owing to deaths and sore backs. Inspector Harper and party reached Bennett on
21st September, and left there in four boats on the 23rd, and eventually I believe
reached Dawson on 10th October.

On the 6th September I sent Inspector Strickland over to Dyea with Corporal
Keenan and about 3,000 lbs. of freight. He hired Indians and sent the freight forward.
Corporal Keenan I sent to help to build boats. On 12th September I sent Mr.
Strickland to Juneau to get some money for me as I could not get cheques cashed at
Skagway except at exorbitant rates. He returned on the 14th September and I started
him on the same day to Dyea with four men and over 6,500 lbs. of freight to go through
Chilcoot Pass to Bennett. The greater part of this freight was provisions. 1 intended
Part of it for Inspector Harper to take with him, but owing to ail the bridges being
washed away in the Pass by a volume of water that had broken loose from a glacier
lake and swept down the Pass, and all his Indians deserting him, Inspector Strickland
did not reach Beunett until the day after Inspector Harper left there the 24th
September. I had instructed Inspector Strickland to take all the men that could be
spared from boat building and proceed to Tagish House and commence to build bar-
racks there.

Inspector Starnes and one man arrived on the 17th September. On 22pd Sep-
tember I went to Dyea and arranged with the postmaster there about sending the first
combined mail over the Pass, and the next day sent Constable Fyffe over to take charge
of the mail and take it to Bennett. The Indians ¢ bucked” as usual, and the mail had
to be taken to Sheep Camp with horses, and from there by white packers. The amount
was 155 1bs. Canadian and 119 lbs. American mail ; total 274 lbs. What was left of
the pack train returned from Bennett on the evening of 25th September. Nineteen

orses out of the thirty-four were dead and one missing, and several died or had to be
killed later. The balance were totally unfit for work until they had a long rest.

I had been expecting that the “Quadra” would arrive about the 25th, and it was not
until the 1st October that T learned that the boat would not be in for a week or so. By
this time travel had pretty well ceased. Those who had got through were on the lakes,
and a number who realized that they could not get through had built shacks at various
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points in the Pass, mostly within a few miles of B_ennebt, a good many returned south
by boat to their homes and a large number settled at Skagway for the winter. I hired
a few small outfits to freight over the Pass, but by this time I was without funds, and
no packing can be done on credit. I made arrangements with a couple of responsible

* men, subject to the approval of the Honourable the Minister, who was coming up on the
Quadra, to pack freight across to Bennett, in monthly amounts as required. On 8th Sep-
tember the *“ Quadra ” arrived with the Honourable the Minister of the Interior, Major
Walsh, Administrator of the Yukon, and his party, including Inspector Wood and ten
men, and & number of dog drivers and Indians, in all thirty-nine. There was a
quantity of supplies on board which, with the exception of the forage, was sent
over to Dyea Pass, and under Inspector Wood’s supervision was taken over the Chil-
coot Pass to Lake Lindeman. The Honourable the Minister of the Interior and Major
Walsh left on the 10th for Tagish by the Chilcoot Pass. I sent Inspector Starnes to
Bennett, by the White Pass, to meet the party there and they returned by that Pass,
reaching Skagway on the 19th. During Major Walsh’s absence, by his direction, Mr.
McGregor bought a number of horses and oxen, and different outfits were started
out with freight over the White Pass. On 20th October Inspector Starnes left via the
Chilcoot Pass to escort Mr. Justice McGuire and party to Selkirk.

As I had been in a very poor state of health for some months I requested the Hon.
the Minister to be good enough to relieve me from duty at Skagway and allow me to
return to Regina for treatment, which he was kind enough to do, and on the morning
of the 21st October I turned over everything to Inspector Wood and left on the
“Quadra” that afternoon.

I have much pleasure in reporting that with one or two exceptions all the members
of my command did their duty thoroughly and well. The men working on the pack
train did especially good work, and of the hardest nature, being wet through the greater
part of the time, as rain was almost continuous, with snow towards the summit. The
boat party also are much to be commended. They had a very hard trip to Bennett,
and then had to go quite a long way up the stream, fell the necessary trees and float
the logs down to the lake, which meant being in ice cold water up to their middle most
of the day. Most of the lumber was sawed at the mill, but they built eight large boats
and one small one, and of a much better model and strength than usually built.

Skagway, during my residence there, had grown from a concourse of tents to a fair
sized town, with well laid out streets and numerous frame buildings of all sorts and
sizes, with stores carrying large stocks of necessaries and luxuries, very passable hotels,
numerous saloons, gambling houses, dance houses, and a population of about 2,000, I
should judge, and great preparations were being made for the expected influx in the
spring. Three large wharfs were nearly completed and the initial work commenced
on a waggon road through the Pass.

T would beg to place on record the very courteous treatment I received from the
United States Custom House Officers, and my relations with them were always of the
pleasantest.

On the trip south on the “ Quadra ” the Treadwell Mines on Douglas Island were
visited, and are well worth seeing. We also went up the Taku Inlet, a most desolate
looking spot, full of floating ice at the head, and a magnificient glacier. Wrange:, Port
Simpson and Metlakathla were also visited, and Vancouver was reached on the evening
of 1st November.

By direction of the hon. the Minister of the Interior I remained at Vietoria and
Vancouver for some days, purchased a quantity of supplies, and forwarded them to
Skagway, and returned to Regina, reaching there on the 13th November.,

In closing my report I have only to say that when not away from Regina on
inspection or other duties, my time was chiefly occupied in office work.

I have the honour to be Sir,

Your obedient servant,

J. H. McILLREE,
Assistant Commassioner N, W.M.P.
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APPENDIX B.

ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT 8. GAGNON, COMMANDING
« F” DIVISION. :

PrINCE ALBERT, 15t December, 1897.
The Commissioner,
North-west Mounted Police,
Regina.

Sir,—I have the honour to submit the following, my report for the year ended
30th November, 1897.

I took over command of “ F ” Division on the 1st April from Inspector Routledge,
Superintendent Moffat having left a few days before on sick leave.

The general state of the district is, I am happy to report, satisfactory ; no serious
crimes have been recorded apart from a few cases of theft. Most of the difficulties
amongst settlers arise from parties taking the law in their own hands to recover property
or collect from their creditors. In many cases these difficulties have been settled
amicably by the parties concerned.

The season has been very favourable for the agricultural community, and good
crops both of cereals and roots have been stored away. The wheat, although of a good
quality, has in some places been slightly discoloured by heavy rains during the harvest
season. '

The gold fever has taken a hold on the people of this district and several intend
leaving in the spring for the Yukon District, by way of Green Lake, Moberly and
Athabaska River. The impression here is that this way is preferable to the Edmonton
one by water, as it avoids the Grand Rapids of the Athabasca River, which are con-
sidered dangerous. :

The portages to be made on this routeare few and offer no great difficulties to
overcome.

About the middle of October an outbreak of diphtheria occurred at Saskatoon, the
disease being brought to that place by a sick child from Dundurn. Both Saskatoon and
Dundurn were visited by the epidemic. At the outbreak the police took action to
isolate the parties affected and quarantine their houses; soon after their hands were
strengthened by a health board and officer being appointed. There were only two
fatalities, both children. By the middle of November the epidemic was over.

Glanders amongst horses has been prevalent in this district for some years past; it
was brought by horses purchased from parties working on the construction of the
Northern Pacific Railway, also by horses purchased from Mr. Oxarart, a rancher of
Cypress Hills. Many horses have been destroyed, actindmycosis, anthrax and a few
cases of tuberculosis amongst cattle have been attended to by Staff-Sergeant Mountfort.
This non-commissioned officer’s report is attached.

Although few serious crimes have been committed during the year, the attempted
arrest of “ Almighty Voice ” resulted in the loss of one non-commissioned officer and
one constable, both of whom were held in great esteem in the division, and a civilian,
Mr. Grundy, beside the wounded. During the whole of last winter patrols had been
kept up insearch of this outlaw. This duty was arduous on account of very severe
weather, and tested the endurance of both men and horses. The outlaw, however, kept
in good hiding, and it was only in May last that he was seen and surrounded in a bluff
at Minnichinas Hills. What occurred on this occasion was fully reported at the time.
It is the opinion of many that if “ Almighty Voice ” had succeeded in getting away
from the police at Minnichinas Hill several parties whom the outlaw had threatened
to dispose of would have been murdered; also that he would have reeeived support
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from the Indians, and possibly enlisted several to join him in his fight against the
white man.

CRIME.

Attached is a statement of crimes committed in the district.
The following is a summary of cases tried :

Crime. No. Convictions.

Theft. . ... .. 13 7
Prairie fire ordinance. ... ..........ccoiii e, 9 7
Drunk and disorderly . .............ooiiiiii L, 2 1
Supplying liquor to Indians........... ............. 1 1
Assault .. ... . . .., 5 3
Cattle and horse stealing... ........................ 5 0
Vagrancy ...........o it 1 1
Miscellaneous . ... ... oo i uvve 12 6

Total . ... oo i 48 26

We have had during the year ten prisonersin the guard-room, one of whom was a
female.

INDIANS.

The Indians in the district have given no trouble; the only case in which the
Indian Department demanded assistance was to prevent a sun dance at the little Red
River. A certain number of Indians belonging to different bands had collected at that
place with the object of giving such a dance, and their feast was already prepared ; but
they gave up the dance submissively as soon as they were warned by the police that
any one taking part in it would be arrested.

The Indian Department has been supplied with escorts for transporting the
annuity money, and assisted in making the treaty payments.

PRAIRIE FIRES.

These were very numerous during the last spring and were in most cases set out
by settlers to clear the prairie of the old grass, many settlers contending that they had
a right to set fire during the month of April, and that they were so advised by Justices
of the Peace in different parts of the district. Both men and horses were severely tried
during the month of April and part of May, being out night and day to turn out settlers
and fight these fires. A few examples made and the tenor of the Ordinance being fully
explained to the settlers has had a good effect. This autumn only one prairie fire was
reported south of Duck Lake, and it was soon got under control. It was supposed
to have been started by parties travelling between Duck Lake and Rosthern; the
defaulter, however, could not be found.

PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS.

The district has been patrolled as much as our limited strength could allow. The
outposts of Duck Lake, Batoche, Saskatoon, Snake Plains and Kinistino have visited
the different settlements in their respective districts, and patrols were sent from Prince
Albert whenever men could be spared for the work. Inspector Wilson made a special
patrol to Green Lake ; his report was duly forwarded.
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DISCIPLINE AND CONDUCT.

Discipline has been strictly maintained and the conduct of the men has been fairly
good taking into consideration that many of the best have been called out of the
division for duty in the Yukon District. The total number of ¢ntries in the defaulter’s
book to the 30th December, 1897, is as follows :

Under the influence of liquour..................... .. e 8
Breaches of diseipline.. ... ...... ... .. ... o o i, 11
Minor offences. . . . ... o e e e 13

Total... .. .oveie i ceee e 32

The total amount of fines inflicted was $104.50.

DRILL AND TARGET PRACTICE.

Setting up drill was performed during the last spring apart from which there has
been no opportunity to get men together for that purpose.

The annual target practice was gone through, but with very poor result, due to
their men having to use old Dominion ammunition,' which is not very reliable. During
the summer the Division Rifle Club competed in the Canadian Rifle League and took
1st place in second series, second section. A magnificent steel engraving was received
from the league as a prize, Reg. No. 568, Constable 8t. Denis, O., made the highest
individual score of the whole league. Four lst class marksman’s certificates and four
2nd class were secured, besides two special aggregate badges. The club aleo held its
annual meeting, at which good prizes in money-and kind were distributed.

PHYSIQUE AND HEALTH.

The physique of the men of this Division remains good, although the strongest
men have been taken away, the average, age, height, &c, being :—

A e e 31 years
Height. . ..... .ot 59 feet
Chest measurement . ... ... ..ocoeeeeemenneteennnnn.. 38 inches.
Weight ...t el 161 dbs.

DISCHARGES AND TRANSFERS.

The following changes have occurred in the strength of the Division during the
year :—

Strength of Division on 30th November, 1896..... ......... 59
Gain : Transferred Superintendent........................ 1
“« and joined Non-Com. Officers and Constables 9

Joined : Special Constables ............ .. ........... 3
Total. .. ..o —7—2

Loss : Transferred Superintendent ........................ 1
“ Inspector .......... ... ... ... ....... 1

« Non-Com. Officers and Constables. ........ 17
Discharged time expired ... ...... .. ... ......... 1

S u by purchase: Non-Com. Officers ........... 2

Died : Non-Com. Officer and Constable............... 2
Discharged : Special Constables ..................... 4

Total strength on 30th November, 1897.......... e
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DistriBUTION state of the Division on the 30th November, 1897.
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RATIONS AND FORAGE.

The rations supplied were of good quality. The oats supplied by the contractors,
the Hudson’s Bay Co., were good ; their contract will extend to April or May next.
The bay supplied has been of good quality and will last until the end of next January.

KIT AND CLOTHING.

The kit and clothing supplied were of good quality. The riding-boots have not in
some cases beer very good, and it was difficult to get the proper sizes to fit the men.

HORSES.

The horses, with the exception of four now in the sick stable, are in good condition
and fit for the work required of them. Fifteen horses have been cast and sold lately,

and two died during the year. The following changes occurred in the strength of the
horses during the year :—

Strength, 30-11-96......... .. . ... ... ... . oo 57

Gain transferred ................ ... ... iiaa... 5 62
7

Died . ... e 2
Castandsold ................ .. i i, 9

Killed for dog feed............ ... ... ... ... iia.. 1 12
Strength, 30-11-.97........ g 50

Five horses cast and sold, are not yet struck off the roll, ten horses have been sent
on herd for the winter, and so far are doing well ; the veterinary surgeon visits this herd

once a week. The total number of miles travelled by horses of the division during the
year was 126,816 miles.

SADDLERY AND HARNESS.

The saddlery and harness are in good repair ; a few single cincha saddles might be
exchanged for double cinchas.
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We have in the division the following harness and saddles :—

Sets.

Cart harness. .. ... ... ... .0 iiiiiiin i, 11
Lead... ... .o 1
Single. . ... .ooo i 5
Wheel heavy............ ... .. .. i 11
do lighte.......c..o i 4
Dog train (4 dogs). . ...... ... Ll 1
Saddles, doublecincha .............cooi il T
do single do ......... ...l e 54

TRANSPORT.

The transport is in good repair, with the exception of one platform spring wagon
requiring new hind wheels and axle. A requisition was sent for the material.

Heavy wagons taken over last spring have stood the test of the summer’s work. The
transport of the division consists of the following vehicles :—

Buckboards, double. . ............... e 5
do single. .......... ... ool 2
Carg, slop........ ..... P |
Wagons, lumber............... ..o 9
do  halfspring.. ........ ... ... ...~ il 3

do platform spring............ e 4
Sleighs, heavy... .. ... .....oociiii i 7
do light.......... .. .. oL e 4
Cutter, single.................c i 2
do double............... ..... e e 1
JUMPOTS. . . oottt e 9
Dogcarriol.........oiiiii 1

ARMS AND ACCOUTREMENTS.

The Winchester carbines in charge, with the exception of a few which have been
fitted with new barrels, are much the worse for wear, the barrels are more or less
honeycombed. :

The Enfield is a good enough revolver, but as previously reported, not fitted for
police work on account of its weight and the ditficulty of making good shooting with it.

The accoutrements are all in good order.

INSPECTIONS.

The post was visited by Assistant Commissionor McIllree, in May last.
The outposts were visited by myself and the different inspectors sent for duty here
during the year.

BARRACKS REPAINTED.

The barracks have been painted during the summer with new regulation paint for
police buildings. This work has improved very much the appearance of the post.

FIRE PROTECTION.

The’hand fire engine in use at this post is in good working order, and the 500 feet
of hose in use is good enough for some time yet, but will soon have to be replaced.
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There are also fire pails kept full of water in all the buildings where fires are kept, and a
number of Babcocks in the guard room and Q.M. stores.

WATER SUPPLY.

There is a good sized tank under the pump house, which is kept full all the time,
and is about all the water supply there is in this post in case of fires.

The two wells, especially in the winter time, will supply only enough water to
water the horses and keep the fire tank full.

An attempt was made last year to dig a new well, but the contractor failed on
account of the sand giving way and preventing his cribbing going down. I believe a
good well could be made and plenty of water supplied by building a plank cribbing
from the top down.

TELEPHONES.

Both at Prince Albert and between Duck Lake and Batoche the telephones are
working well.

CANTEEN.

The canteen is in a flourishing condition, and can afford to promote the amusement
of the men by giving prifes and grants for rifle shooting, cricket matches, billiard
tournaments, quadrille club, etc.

LIBRARY.

The post is very much in need of a library ; very few books are on hand. They
have been here so long that every one has read them. We are well supplied with
magazines, illustrated and other newspapers from the Department, and the canteen sup-
plies a few periodicals.

General.
GAME

Prairie chickens have been very plentiful this year, especially in the Kinistino
District. Geese have also kept coming in good numbers about the stubble fields.

Large game is also to be found not very far from the settlements.

Arrangements have been made to continue, for exportation, the fishing of lake
trout in the lakes north of Prince Albert.

OCCURRENCES AND ACCIDENTS.

In January last a Mr. C. Tachet, of Boucher, was frozen to death within a short
distance from his home, during a very bad storm. He was returning from the post
office, a distance of six or seven miles.

All the settlers who were assisted with food last year are well provided for this

ear. Only a couple of sick half-breeds will require assistance.

All the new settlements in the district are going ahead, but Rosthern is making
great strides towards development. There is a German settlement about twelve miles
south of Duck Lake.

A large quantity of cattle have been shipped during the autumn from Saskatoon,
Dundurn, Duck Lake, McDowell and Prince Albert.

During the last month a car load of frozen beef was shipped from Duck Lake as an
experiment.
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‘Wheat has also been shipped from Rosthern by the car load.

Inclosed please find the medical reports of Drs. H. M. Bain and A. B. Stewart
for the year, reports of Veterinary Staff Sergeant Mountford on horses of the division,
and on his work in connection with the Animal Infectious Diseases Act. Also map of
the district and return of cases tried.

I have the honour to be, sir, )
Your obedient servant,

SEV. GAGNON,
Superintendens.
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APPENDIX C.

ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT S. B. STEELE, COMMANDING
“D” DIVISION,

Disrtrict OFFICE,
MacrLeop, N.W.T., 30th November, 1897.

The Commissioner
North-west Mounted Police,
Regina.

Sir,—I have the honour to submit the following as my report for the year ended
30th November, 1897.

I also inclose the reports in original, from Assistant Surgeon Haultain and As-
sistant Veterinary Surgeon Wroughton, the estimates for the coming season, and
corrected map of the district. (Not printed.)

The season which is now drawing to a close, may, I think, by comparison, with that
which preceded it, be considered good.

Last year I recorded the murder of Sergeant Wilde, and the pursuit and capture of
his murderer, ¢ Charcoal ;” this year I record the trial, conviction, and execution of the
criminal.

The multifarious duties required of the command have been faithfully performed,
notwithstanding the fact, that owing to the reduced strength and the additional duty
required in connection with the construction of the Crow’s Nest Pass Railway, our
supervision over which extends into British Columbia, all ranks have been greatly over-
worked, but by your consideration, we were not required to go through the usual
course of target practice.

I have aided all departments of the Government whenever our services have been
required, and have been assisted in every way by the resident officers of other de-
partments,

You will notice from the inclosed returns that a large number of settlers have come
in during the season. The statement only applies to bona fide settlers, and not to men
who came up from the east to work on the railway.

Many of these settlers have gone north, but others have located in the vicinity of
the “ Mormon” settlement of Cardston, which is situated on Lees Creek, and which
continues to increase in numbers and prosperity.

The command responded liberally to calls for assistance toward the *Indian
Famine Relief Fund” and toward the subscription for the “Jubilee Contingent.”

The telephone line between the barracks here and Lethbridge was handed over by
your order to the Canadian Pacific Railway Co., to be used by them as a telegraph line.

During the season the following names have been submitted for appointment as
 Justices of the Peace”: J. Geddes, James Bruneau, J. F. Ross, J. W. H. S. Kemmis,
A. W. Fish, T. A. Wroughton.

While writing on the subject of ¢ Justices of the Peace,” I may say that the
civilians, who hold the appointments in MacLeod, do not always care to act, but refer
to the police officers, if they can possibly do so; their grievance being that the lawyers
take exception to every little technicality and are supported by “ The Court.”

I also submitted the following names for appointments as * Fire Guardians” :—
James Bruneau, Richard Enderby, John West, Ernest Hagel, Seth Thomas, Frank
Levitt, James Cook, John Furman, Albert Lingerest, Vernon Shaw, Thomas Brown,
Owen King, Elias Adams, William Neil, William Kirkaldy, Fred Freeman, Clifford
Clarke, John Smith, A. W. Fish, Benjamin Macdonald, David Warnock, F. W, B.
George, C. W. E. Gardiner, F. J. Maxfield, Joseph Jonas, George Reid, Alexander
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Reid, A. Hall, Chas. Sharples, Harvey Bruce, William Quail, A. J. Whitney, Richard
Urch, J. D. Norrish, J. Meir, Colin Genge, T. H. Steadman, G. Newman, E. Laithorn,
J. Smith.

Under the Ordinance of the North-west Territories for 1896, the appointment of the
members of the North-west Mounted Police as ‘ Inspectors of Hides” was cancelled,
and the result has been dissatisfaction on the part of the ranchers. = Under the former
ordinance, our men had inspected hides regularly when going their rounds on patrol,
and the duty was performed without additional expense to the country ; with that system
which was effective, cattle killing and cattle stealing were reduced to a minimum, but
under the ordinance as it stands these crimes I fear will increase. The members of the
Stock Association are evidently of my opinion on this subject, and in April last expressed
their wish that we should act as heretofore ; I replied that we were ready to do so as
soon as we were appointed by his Honour the Lieatenant Governor, as “Hide Inspectors.”
A cause for complaint, is the fact that one of the “ Hide Inspectors” had obtained a
sub-contract for the supply of beef required on the line of construction.

In February the question was raised as to the advisability of establishing a “ Reserve”
consisting of ex-members of the North-west Mounted Police Force. Tt is true that the
district is largely settled by ex-policemen, and an exceedingly fine lot of men they are,
but the question appeared to me to be impracticable, because, there would be no source
from which to draw to fill the vacancies which would occur in the reserve from time to
time, should one be formed. The ex-members of the force who are now residing here,
are heads of families, middle aged men, and when they settled in the district they had
the opportunity to take up the choicest portion of the country, and no other portion of
the west had been opened up ; but at the present time I may safely say that of the
number who now take their discharge here, not twenty per cent remain in the North-
west and become bona fide settlers, this is of course owing to the fact that British
Columbia and the Klondike have been opened up and there are greater inducements
for the men to go there.

The town of Macleod is very quiet and orderly, the bars are closed strictly on time ;
there is no gambling and very little drunkenness. :

During June the rivers in the district were unusually high, but fortunately there
were no floods to do any serious damage, except on the Peigan Indian Reserve, where
the slaughter house was washed away.

During the year two schools have been opened in the districts, one at “ Colles ” and
one at “Cardston ” and a post office has been established at Stand-Off at « Pace’s.”

ACCIDENTS.

Under this heading I include “accidental deaths,”* fires” and accidents resulting
in bodily injury. Several accidental fires have taken place during the year, caused for
the most part by the carelessness of the persons concerned.

On the eighth of January it was reported to Sergt. Bertles, who was in charge of
Pincher Creek detachment, that a man named Robinson, who resided at that place, was
missing ; a search party was sent out and found the body near the North Fork, about
three miles from Gillingham’s mill. The coroner was notified, and so were the relatives
of the deceased. The cause of death wassaid to be alcoholism. The coroner’s jury returned
a verdict of death from cold and exposure, while lost on the prairie.”

A child aged 2} years, the daughter of a farmer at Mountain View, named Gould,
fell into Fish Creek, during April, and was drowned, before assistance could reach
her. The coroner was notified, but said an inquest was not necessary.

A fire occurred at the ranch of one Howe, situated three miles east of Macleod, on
22nd May. The outbuildings were destroyed.

Under this heading I may include an accident to Regt. No. 2,407, constable Grabill -
on 25th May, while he was travelling on duty, between MacLeod and Pincher Creek.
He was thrown from the wagon, one wheel passing over his chest, breaking two ribs
he was conveyed to Pincher Creek for medical treatment, and when sufficiently recovered -
brought into Macleod and taken into hospital. He ultimately recovered and the surgeon
reports that no permanent damage will result. '
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During “high water” on 19th June, a rancher named Mackenzie was drowned whilst
fording Willow Creek. The remains were recovered in Willow Creek, below Meadow
Creek, on 22nd July. The body was in an advanced state of decomposition, and was
brought into town by Messrs. A. B. Macdonald, and Chas. Sharples. The coroner did
not think any inquest necessary, and the remains were therefore interred in the Protes-
tant cemetery, the Rev. Mr. Jaffray officiating. The remains were identified by the
gold fillings in the teeth, the clothing, and a brand book found in the coat pocket.

A sad accident took place on 22nd June, when the stage travelling between Pincher
Creek and Macleod, upset. Mr. Alexander McLennan one of the passengers sustained
such injuries that he died from the effects on 1st July.

On 5th August, Mr. Sharples of the Winder Ranch, while attempting to ford the
Kootenay River, nearly drowned two horses and lost his wagon and the contents ; the
accident was caused by one of the horses baulking and jumping over the back of its
mate. Reg. No. 2866, Corpl. W. Beyts, was specially mentioned for the pluck he
displayed in assisting Mr. Sharples.

On 14th September, Inspector Davidson’s team ran away while he was driving
between MacLeod and Stand-off, en route to Cardston ; he was thrown from the buck-
board and sustained severe injuries to his head and face ; he is still under medical
treatment.

On the 20th September, the child of one Hanson, who resides at Cardston was
burnt so seriously, that death took place almost immediately. The child had, during
the absence of its parents, started a bonfire, and set fire to its clothing; the coroner
was notified and said an inquest would not be necessary, the remains were thereupon
interred at once.

On 3rd October fire broke out on Paisley’s ranch in the Porcupine Hills, the
house was d 8 troyed.

On the 4th October a fire broke out in Pearson’s livery stable in town, the building
was destroyed and three horses burnt to death. The cause of the fire is not positively
known, but it is thought it was caused by a young child of Pearson’s who had been
playing in the corral, as it started there in the hay ; the men of “D” Division turned
out but could do little or nothing, in consequence of there being no water supply ; they,
however, assisted in moving the furniture from the neighbouring houses to a place of
safety.

On 12th October, during the absence from home of Mr. and Mrs. Reid, rancher of
the Porcupine Hills, one of their children, while playing with a shot gun, discharged it,
causing the instant death of another child ; another case of *“didn’t know it was loaded.”
Dr. Meade, the coroner was notified, and held an inquest, the jury returning a verdict
of accidental death.

On 13th October the C. & E. train ran into a bunch of cattle near Mosquito Creek,.
killing 13 head and injuring two head so seriously that they also had to be killed.

At 9.10 p.m. on Friday, 19th November, about ten miles north of Macleod, ¢ No.
1 Special ” on the C. & E. line, got stuck on an up grade, and the conductor caused half
of the train to be uncoupled and left there, while he brought the remainder into
Macleod ; he left the rear half under signals of distress, in charge of the brakeman ;
these signals, however, were not observed by a “Special,” also bound for Macleod,
and which collided with the cars that had been left ; this resulted in the injury of two
men, both of whom were taken back to Medicine Hat. On my being informed that one
of them had died en route, I wired to you suggesting that an inquest should be held,
and upon receipt of your answer, instructed the police who had charge of the body to
notify the coroner.

A second accident occurred on this line on Saturday, 20th October, at 5.30 a.m.
The bridge over the “ Old Man’s” River gave way while a train of empty cars was being
taken over ; five cars were thrown into the river, and the brakeman, named Hillier, was
drowned. Search has been made, but up to the time of writing the body has not been

recovered.
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ASSISTANCE TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS.

During the past season, as heretofore, every assistance has been rendered to other
departments. »

Transport was placed at the disposal of their representatives whenever it was
required. )

The treaty money of the Bloods and Peigans arrived on the 15th November and
was, as usual, sent under escort to the agencies.

The Blood payments started on 18th and finished on 20th November, every thing
passing off quietly.

The Peigan payments, under the supervision of Mr. Wadsworth, the Inspector of
Indian Agencies, began on 22nd and finished on 27th November.

ARMS, ACCOUTREMENTS, ARTILLERY AND AMMUNITION.

The arms of the division are inspected at least once a week, and any that require
the services of an armourer are sent to Regina for the purpose.

The division is well supplied with cartridze belts, holsters, bandoliers and carbine
buckets.

During the summer our Maxim gun was transferred to the Yukon District, the
carriage is here.

Our artillery branch consists of two 9-pounders M.L.R. guns, and two bronze mor-
tars, which are in serviceable condition. Permanent gun detachments have been
detailed, and in order to avoid constant change the men have been taken from the staff.

The ammunition is in charge of Reg. No. 2914 Constable Smith, who occupies
the position of district gunhner.

The Lee-Metford carbines give satisfaction, and our Enfield revolvers are in good
order.

BARRACK BUILDINGS.

As usual all the barrack furniture has been made by our own artisans, and the
repairs also done by them.

At district headquarters the following work has been performed in addition to the
ordinary epairs :—

Hay scales—new flooring and sills.

Latrine—New pattern.

Zinc chimneys removed and replaced by brick.

Officers mess—painted inside.

Quarters occupied by Inspector Sanders, refloored and repapered.

Coal shed repaired and whitewashed.

Roof of log stable and west of “ K ” block painted.

At the detachments the following work has been done :—

Storehouse at Stand-Off.

Quarters used as sergeants’ quarters and court-room at Pincher Creek ceiled and
repaired. 4

The zinc chimneys at the following detachments have been removed and replaced
by brick :—Herd Camp, Stand-Off, St. Mary’s, Big Bend, Kipp and Pincher Creek.

Icehouse has been built at Kipp and flooring repaired.

Fencing at Stand-Off, Kipp and Boundary Creek has been repaired.

Kootenai detachment ceiled and roof repaired.
. Crow’s Nest.—Men’s quarters and stables completed. Other buildings nearly com-
pleted. ‘

THE CANTEEN.
The canteen has during the past year given satisfaction, and was until the 3rd Nov-

ember under the management of Insp. Sanders, since then it has been under the
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management of Insp. Casey, who took charge, when Insp. Sanders left for duty on the
Crow’s Nest Pass Railway line of construction.

The “grants” to various funds during the year from profits on sales amounted to
$1,224.47.

The canteen is a great benefit to the command, as men are enabled to purchase
groceries and household supplies at from one-third to one-half less than they would be
charged by local dealers.

A full stock of groceries, pipes, tobaccos, candy, soap, gloves, overalls, hats; and in
short, of everything the command can require in the shape of supplies is kept constantly
on hand. The average value of the stock is #2,000.

CLOTHING AND KIT.

The quality generally has been good. I regret to say, however, that the supply has
not been up to the demand.

CRIME.

Iinclose a return of the cases brought before the magistrates during the year,
- which shows a total of 334 against 161 for the last year.

The increase is owing to the trouble on the Crow’s Nest Pass Railway line of con-
struction between contractors and their employees for non-payment of wages, and breach
of contract.

The most important case to be recorded under this heading is that of the Indian
“Charcoal” whose trial for the murder of Sergeant Wylde was completed at midnight
on 19th January. A verdict of “guilty” was returned and on the morning of 21st
January the Hon. Mr. Justice Scott passed the sentence of death, to take effect on 16th
March. The execution took place in Barracks at 7 o’clock in the morning ; the scaffold
was erected in the horse corral, the witnesses to the execution being the sheriff, priest,
police escort, the orderly officer, physicians, press representatives, “ Crow Eagle” the
head of the ¢ Peigans ” and one “ Blood ” Indian. Sentries were placed about the place
of execution and no unauthorized person was permitted to come within fifty yards of
the inclosure. The scaffold was completely inclosed and had a drop of 6 feet; the
prisoner was driven over from the guard-room to the place of execution, about 300
yards. Life was pronounced extinct by the physicians eleven minutes atter the trap
had opened. The remains were placed in a coffin, and the coroner’s inquest held, which
returned the usual verdict. The arrangements were perfect and the execution was
carried out without a hitch. The prisoner did not make a speech, but conducted himself
quietly. In accordance with an order from his Honour the Licutenant-Governor of the
North-west Territories, the remains were handed over to the relatives of the deceased
for burial. The Rev. Father (now Bishop) Legal the Roman Catholic missionary on
the *“ Blood ” Indian Reservation was a faithful attendant on the condemned, and every
facility had been given to the priest to administer the sacrament and other religious
rites.

A squaw named * Eagle Moccasins” who was undergoing a sentence of thirty days
imprisonment for being drunk, developed erysipelas, and in consequence I was obliged
to send her to the Indian hospital on the Blood Reservation for treatment, where she
remained until her sentence had expired.

During May the American authorities notified me that two men named Tom
Lumsden and Henry Lauder were wanted on a charge of stealing cattle. These men
did not visit this district.

In June Special Constable Haslett was, during a drunken brawl, wounded in the
arm by a woman named Sutherland. The woman was charged before the magistrates
and committed for trial, but was *dismissed ” when the case came up for trial.

John Andrew Rayburn alias John Zimm, was wanted by the police at Lethbridge
for forgery. He was arrested here and sent there.

I was informed that a man named Squires, of Wolf Creek, Montana, was approach-
ing the boundary line with a band of cattle with the intention of “ running them in,”
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and caused the patrols to look out. He, however, made no attempt to do so but reported
in the usual way to the colleetor of Her Majesty’s customs at St. Mary’s.

Search was made for two men named Ray and Roberts, for whom a reward of
82,500 was offered by the sheriff of Miles County, Montana, on a charge of having
robbed the Butte City Bank on 28th June. They evidently did not visit here.

The most serious crime that has occurred in the Macleod District during the past
season is that of “attempted murder” on the part of an employee on the Crow’s Nest
Pass Railway line of construction named Victor Lonholdt, committed on a fellow work-
man named Thomas Lyons, and which took place on Tth October. The man Lonholdt
was at once arrested and committed for trial. He was tried at Pincher Creek on 18th
November, by Hon. Mr. Justice Rouleau, and sentenced to three years in jail at
Regina. He left for that place via Lethbridge on 24th November, Staff Sergeant
Martin and Constable Nicholson being the escort. The victim Lyons recovered from
his wounds.

It was reported that cigars and cigarettes had been offered for sale at the Crow’s
Nest Lake, by storekeepers, which did not bear the Canadian governinent stamp. The
matter was reported to the Collectors of Inland Revenue at Calgary and Macleod.

During May, at the request of Superintendent Cotton, two bay geldings, branded
B.O. on the left shoulder, were seized at Lee’s Creek from a man named Watts, of
Lacombe, who was charged with having taken them from the prairie without the
owner’s authority. They were claimed by Skelton, of Battleford, who says he purchased
them from Sam Derenzie. Watts on the other hand claimed that he purchased them
from Barbeau of Pincher Creek. The horses were held for some time pending the
arrival of a representative of Skelton’s to prosecute, but as he did not take any
action they were delivered to Watts on the advice of the Crown prosecutor.

ScHEDULE of Cases Tried at MacLeod from 1st December, 1896, to 30th November, 1897.

Offence. ' White. | Indians. | Total.

Assault . ... .. e eeieiee e e e s 11 3 14
Attempting to obtain money under false pretences . .... ....... .Y ] 2 2
ATBON. ... it e J O R EEEEEE \ R 1 L. 1
Aiding and abetting fugitives from justice ......... ..... ... R 1 1
lasphemous and profane language............... R 2 AR 4
Burglary. .. . .. i e 1 ... ... 1
Cattle stealing .............ccc0 viirier o e . 2 | 2
Cruelty to animals............ e e e 1 1
Conspiracy . ... .... oo cove on... e 2 | 9
Drunk, causing a disturbance by being ... . ... o 78 33 111
Desertion of employment .. ............ceoiii e 58 | ......... 53
isturbance, creating a (other than drunk)........ . ... ... 14 14
Fraudulently converting horse to hisownuse ........... .............. D 1
ire Ordinance, offences against. .. ..... ... e 3 3
Fire arms, offences inregard to. ... . .. ...l 2 | 2
Forgery ......................................................... 1 1
Gambling laws, offences against. ... ..... ..oooiiiieieiiii i 1] . 1
Horse stealing. ... ..... ...c.  ceveier e e 1 1
oure breaking ...... e e e 1 1 2
Indian Act, offences against (other than drunk) ............... ... ... 15 7 22
eepers and inmates of houses of ill-fame .............. ... oo b7 A 27
Liquor License Ordinance, offences against. . ........................... 6 f.... ... .. 6
MuUrder. .. ... e e e i 1 1
Murder attempted. ... ......cc coetii i e ) B PO 1
oney, attempting to eXtort. ... ) S P 1
Ilsce lgneoug ................................................... . 13 ........ 13
Non-payment of Wages. . ........unuermunoeimiiiiiaiiiias .. 20 |.......... 20
L2 1] 2 Y A 3 3
RaDE . ... 1 {.... ..., 1
Theft and JAICENY . ... ....cevver «onnnie aeeentrae e, 13 2 15
Refusing t0 WOTK. . ... .. ..vveennnnnnieeeaneeaaanieae e 4 | 4
nlawful branding ........ P B 1 1
Vagrancy ... ...... coiiiiie e e 2 | 2
Total ..o e 282 52 334
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CONSTRUCTION,—CROW’S NEST PASS RAILWAY.

The tenders for the construction of the first 50 miles of this line were opened on
on 13th July and those for the second 50 miles during the following week.

Tt is estimated that about 5,000 men, and 1,000 teams were employed.

After consultation with Mr. Haney the Superintendent of Construction, it was
arranged that during the summer our men should have a permanent camp at each side
of the point where the bulk of the work was to be performed, and patrol each way from
there. Mr. Haney also arranged that the contractors should feed our men, and thus
relieve them of the duties connected with cooking ; it was also arranged that all other
patrols, that is to say, those not actually detailed for construction line duty, would,
when travelling near the line, call in at the camps to ascertain whether there were any
complaints.

As soon as the contracts were let, the contractors rapidly moved their men and
material into the country, the average rate of wages at first did not exceed $1.00 per
day and board ; some contractors did not pay so much.

Mr. Haney also promised to give notice to the police, before “Pay day,” so as to
enable us to provide for the better protection of the town and villages at that time.

Owing to the additional work I have been called upon to perform, in connection
with this line, I was obliged to reduce the strength of the Southern Detachments and
place them along the line of construction.

The C. P. Railway Company also arranged to erect quarters for our men while they
are on duty in British Columbia, as was done when the main line was being built.

There appears to have been great dissatisfaction amongst: the labourers in the con-
tractors camps. Some men according to their story, were engaged in the East to cut
timber and do bush work, but on their arrival in the North-west, they were put to work
on the dump to work with a  scraper,” this work they found too heavy for them and com-
plain that it was not what they agreed to do. The consequence was dissatisfaction
amongst the labourers and foremen, and in many cases refusal to work.

It is expected that during the winter months, the greatest portion of the men will
be employed between the summit and Moyie Lake.

During November some twenty-three witnesses were here attending court. Whilst
a complaint made by them against the C. P. Ry. Company, which was sustained by the
magistrates, was being appealed, these witnesses were absolutely destitute and would
have starved had not I given them shelter and food. A large number of destitute men
are being supported by the town council, and when these witnesses arrived, I had to
assist them because the town resources were exhausted. Mr. Haney, the Superinten-
dent of Construction, however, will reimburse the government for any expense incurred.

The trouble on the line of construction between the contractors and the lahourers,
which was caused principally by the agents in the East, who made promises to the men
which they had no right to do, is now I trust over, and everything has been amicably
settled. The culmination being, that I personally met the men and after conversation
with Mr. Haney, arranged that thnse who desired to go to work should be given employ-
ment and paid at the rate of $20.00 to $25.00 per month ; while those who did not wish
to go to work were given a free pass to their homes and $5.00 for food en route.

With regard to the men who claim that they are physically unable to do the work
required of them, the Canadian Pacific Railway authorities have informed me that they
will give such men free transportation back to the point at which they were engaged,
provided that they produce a certificate from a doctor to the effect that they are
physically unfit to do the work.

The three police posts arranged for in British Columbia are at :—

1st. Headquarters Camp on the railway 30 miles west of the summit. The build-
ing will be 20’ x 24, and will contain two cells. There is good water and stabling for
six horses.

2nd. At Elk River Springs, 30 miles further west than the former, the quarters
and stabling will be the same as No. 1 Camp, and board in the Engineer's Camp
clese by.
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. 3rd. At Wardner the quarters will be erected by the C. P. R. Co,, Wi'thin the town
imits,

DRILL.

During the spring the command was put through a regular course of spring drill,
and the usual weekly parades were held, but owing to the pressure of work and the
8reatly reduced strength, I, with your approval, did not put the command through the
usual course of target practice.

FIRE PROTECTION.

The orders for the guidance of the barrack fire brigade are placed in the barrack-
Tooms where the men can refer to them at any time.
Fire drill takes place as often as posible, and I thus satisfy myself that the men
now their posts and duties. The brigade has been during the past under the com-
Mand of Inspector H. 8. Casey.

FORAGE.

The undermentioned contracts have been let for the supply of hay required for the
Season 1897-98:

Tons.
Macleod, A. Rouleau..... ... ... iiiiiiiiiiiiin,., 95
Macleod, J. Sharples............. ... ..o, baled 150
Big Bend, Blood Indians ..., 15
Boundary Creek, Wilson & Lague. ..... e e 12
Herd, J. Sharples ..... ... ..., 15
Kootenai, Blood Indians................c. oo, 12
Kipp, Blood Indians..........c.oooviieniie .., 15
Leavings, Leeds & Elliott. ... ... .. ... ... .o .ol 15
Leavings, J. Sharples. .. ............ coooaiiii baled 10
Lee’s Creek, J. Currie.. . ........ovviin e inun. 31
Mosquito Creek, J. D. Norrish............ ... ..o, 15
Pincher Creek, Lynch Stanton..... ............ ... .. ... 40
Porcupines, A. Sorge. ... ..... i . 15
Peigan, F. T. Maxfield. . ............. ..ol 10
Stand-off, Blood Indians ................. oo, 45
St. Mary’s, Elias Adams. ... ......oovvvvein oL, 20

FUEL AND LIGHT.

The greater part of the coal required during the season has been supplied by C. R.
Johnson under contract. The anthracite coal supplied by H. W. McNeil & Co. is suit-
able for large heating stoves and self-feeders, but will not burn in our cook stoves,
€xcept when mixed with the soft coal.

. Great inconvenience is caused by the coal contracts being let so late in the season
is year. In November I was obliged to borrow coal to go on with, as we had run
out ; no such trouble would have been caused if the contracts were let earlier.

FISH AND GAME.

Feathered game of the following species has been plentiful : —ducks, chicken,
Partridge, snipe, curlew, swan, and crane. Large game is scarce.
b Wolves and coyotes are seen in large numbers, and although many have been killed
¥ the ranchers and Indians there are still many in the foot hills.
The fishing in the rivers and creeks has this year been exceptionally good.
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HER MAJESTY'S DIAMOND JUBILEE.

The following party were drafted from the command to take part in Her Majesty’s
Diamond Jubilee parade which took place in London, England :— :

Reg. No. 1821 Sergeant Généreux.

i 2205 Corporal Macnair.
“ 2971 “ Ambrose.

Horses Reg. Nos. 2130, 2118, 2197, 2255, 2261 and 2204.

It was celebrated by D division by a mounted parade on the morning of 22nd June
and sports in the afternoon.

A royal salute was fired at noon, and the sports, which consisted of both mounted
and dismounted events began at 1.30 p.m., beginning again at 9.30 a.m. on the follow-
ing morning and continuing all day. A dance was given in barracks on the evening of
22nd, and a smoking concert on the night of 23rd. Everything passed off most satis-
factorily and the sports were a complete success, the only drawback being that the
weather was showery.

Many of the events were open and were taken part in by police, civilians and
Indians, the last taking a great interest in all the mounted events, particularly the
wrestling on horseback and horse racing.

HALF-BREEDS.

The total number of Half-breeds in this district at present is 251 ; an increase of
156 since 1885. The following table, which I caused to be prepared during October,
shows the points at which they reside, and is a comparative statement with the year,

1885.

1897. 1885.

Sections.

“ Increase.
| Male. |Female.| Male. |Female.

MacLeod and vicinity . .
BigRBend.... ...l L
Boundary()reek....
Crow’ s Nest .... ...................

Lee'sCreek.......ooiiiiiii e
Mosquito Creek ............cccoiiiiiin it it .
PincherCreek.......... .. ... .. . .. ciiiiii.
Porcupines........... ...... . .. ... e
Stand Off . ... .. s
St Mary 8. oot i e e e

HORSES.

During the past season Assistant Veterinary Surgeon T. A. Wroughton has been
in veterinary charge, to whose report I beg to refer. I will however, mention the
following points for purposes of record :— :

Horse Reg. No. 682 died at Macleod on 22nd May.
“ “ 1544 “ Herd on 27th May.
« “ 1895 was destroyed at Boundary Creek on the 22nd
July, in consequence of having being cut by
barbed wire.
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Horse Reg. No. 1733 was destroyed at Macleod on 8th October, in
consequence of suffering from paralysis.
1316 was cast and sold to Inspector White Fraser on
31st August, for $12.00.
Pack pony No. 21 was destroyed on 8th August, being old and
useless.

[ [

The following horses were cast by board, dated 9th April.

Reg. No. 1310 J. R. Scott, valuation by board......... . .. 320.00
“ 1318 “ “ S 25.00
“ 1688 “ “ “oo 15.00
«“ 1701 “ ¢ Y 15.00

and the following by board, dated 20th April :

Reg. No. 683 H. Riviére, valuation by board.. ........ .. $25.00
« 1326 “ “ Y 25.00
“ 1561 “ s . 25.00
« 1559 ¢ « . ........ 2500
“ 1696 “ ¢ . 25.00
“ 1687 “ “ “ ... 25.00

to Calgary on 38th April for the ¢ Jubilee” party

The following horses were sent
, 2261, 2204.

S
Reg. Nos. 2130, 2118, 2197, 2255

INDIANS,

The Indians have, as a general rule, behaved very well during the past season
Th_ey have been working faithfully, purchasing cattle, wagons, harness, etc., and are
Quite contented.

The record of crime shows that 52 Indians have been charged before the magis-
trates during the year. .

Any parties of Indians found by our patrols, wandering aimlessly about, are
advised to return to their reservations, and there has not been an instance of their

aving shown a desire or inclination to disobey.

Their conduct, during treaty payments was very good. Some cases have been re-
Ported of Indian children deserting from the industrial schools and going back to their
Parents, they have always been sent back to the school however.

During January a number of Bloods called upon me and asked whether they were
Obliged to have a “ white” doctor as the agent had advised them. I pointed out that

e Indian doctors were not qualified to treat serious cases, and had noright to practise,
and T explained to them the several reasons and told them how ¢ white” doctors quali-
, ete, and advised them to do as the agent suggested, as it was for their own
800d. They stated that the matter had never been put to them in the proper light, but
they were satisfied now that they understood it.

On the 8th April a party of ¢ Bloods” called here and complained about their
Tations. It was pointed out to them that at this season of the year they should not
®xpect the beef to be of as good a quality as it is in summer, and after a little consideration

ey went away satisfied.

A complaint was made by “Left Hand ” to the effect, that his little girl, who was
Seven years old, had at the time of her birth, been adopted by his brother, “Yellow

orn,” who gave the child five head of horses, and told “ Left Hand,” that at his death,
h?: *“ Left Hand,” would get the child back together with the horses. * Yellow Horn”
led and his widow was willing to give up the child and horses, but not the increase.
13 increase ¢ Left Hand ” claimed. The question was investigated by Indian Agent
ilson, at, my request, with the result that * Left Hand's " claim was sustained.
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On the 8th November, an article appeared in the “ Qu'Appelle Progress” which
read as follows :—

Tt is reported here on what seems good authority that a rising amongst the Peigan
Indians is imminent. The trouble arising out of the fact that a number of children
have died under treatment of White Physicians, while attending the industrial school
at Elkhorn, Manitoba. It is said the outbreak will occur at Elkhorn, followed by a
general rising throughout the territories.

“ A young runner is said to have passed through to visit the different reserves in the

west this morning ; the trouble is said to be nostly among young men.”
* * *

* * *

I communicated with the agents in this district on the subject, and was assured
that there was not the slightest foundation for the report, and that two or three young
lads had returned to the reserves here, from Elkhorn, to visit their parents.

INSPECTIONS.

You personally visited and inspected the post on 24th April, and the Assistant
Commissioner visited and inspected on the 11th June.

I have personally inspected the detachments in the district as often as I could spare
the time to visit them, and they have been regularly inspected by the officers in charge
of sub-districts. o

Assistant Surgeon Haultain, inspects the post, with a view to its sanitary condition,
each week, and has during the past season visited the outposts for the same purpose.

The orderly officer inspects the barrack-rooms, messes, stables, hospital, guard-room,
artisan’s shops and canteen daily, and I personally inspect the same premises each week,
and the clothing, arms, and regimental necessaries each saturday.

The permanent herd is inspected daily by the orderly officer, or the assistant
veterinary surgeon.

It has been a great satisfaction to me to have found everything in such good order,
which is due to the strict supervision exercised.

IRRIGATION.

The several irrigation ditches, in the district, are, from all reports, givinglsatisfaction.
A slight friction, however, has taken place between the owner of an extensive ditch in
the northern portion of the district and a rancher of that locality, the cause of the
trouble, being that small fish can get through the screen.

The owner of the ditch argued, and with truth, that his screen was as small as could
be used with advantage; that if he used a screen small enough to keep out the minnows,
it would be chocked up with weeds, chips, &c. and the water could not get through,
thus the ditch would be useless ; besides this no such screen is used in the district.

I brought this matter to the notice of the proper authorities and pointed out that
the iinportant question as to the size of the screens to be used, should be definitely
settled without delay.

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND MEN.

During the past season the Division has been very shorthanded and has performed
a great deal of work in a most energetic and willing manner. T trust, that without-
impropriety, I may be permitted to say that our present strength is quite inadequate to
enable the duties of the district to be properly carried out, particularly when I have the
Crow’s Nest Pass Railway line of construction to patrol. If such an emergency as the
¢ Charcoal ” trouble arose, it would be utterly impossible for me to capture the fugitive
with the available men.

Special constables are useless except as labourers and would not be available in a
case of emergency, such as a rising among the Indians; and they are detrimental to
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diSCipline. even if well behaved men, except when they happen to have formerly served
a8 constables in the force.

The Indian scouts are of course useful, but cannot be thoroughly depended on in
the event of trouble with the Indians.

To properly carry on the work of this district, attend to the line of construction,
Patrol for the protection of the settlers, etc., and be in a position to meet any ewmergency,
the strength of the division stationed here, in my opinion, should be at least 150 non-
Commissioned officers and men. During the construction of Crow’s Nest Railroad, it
will be necessary to have *20 non-commissioned officers and constables stationed in
British Columbia.

It is the picquet or night guard dvty which emphasizes the necessity for more men
than we have now ; for instance, a non-commissioned officer and three men mount guard
8% 6.30 p.m. and are not relieved until “reveillé.” The non-commissioned officer cannot,
close his eyes at all while on duty, and as every man in barracks is available for guard,

erks, artisans, teamsters, etc., and they get only three nights in bed, or four nights at
the most, the fact has a tendency to make men hesitate to accept any additional employ-
ent, such as serving on the staff.

The conduct and discipline have, on the whole, been praiseworthy and there have
ot been any serious breaches of discipline.

There was only one desertion, viz.,, that of Reg. No. 3017, Const. H. R. Lee, who
deserted from Kootenai Detachment on 14th March. This man was not a serious loss

the Division as he was addicted to drink.

An outbreak of fever occurred during the summer amongst the men on the Pincher

reek Detachment, Sergeant Bertles, Constables Maylor and Mackenzie being affected ;

they have all recovered. The outbreak could not be attributed to any one cause, as
ere were many cases throughout the District of typho_id, dysentry, etc., etc., of various
®grees of severity, in some cases, the sickness only lasting three or four days.

Tt is with regret that I record the death of Regt. No. 2,229 Acting Corporal James
Hatﬁeld, which occurred in the hospital here on 24th December, 1896. He was a
t3““81"‘*101-tlhy and reliable man, and rendered valuable service during the pursuit of the
Bdian murderer *Charcoal”; his death was very sudden. He came in from the
eigan Detachment on the night of 22nd December and repoyted himself sick and said
he wag suffering from rheumatism ; he was admitted to hospital and died at 1 a.m. on
24th December. ’

The coroner was notified, but said he did not consider an inquest necessary. A
Post-mortem examination was held by Assistant-Surgeon Haultain assisted by Mr. S. Heap
(late hospital steward of D Division), the result being the discovery of the fact that

€ath was caused by hemorrhage of the brain ; the cause of the hemorrhage is uncertain.
® remains were interred on Christmas day at 2 p.m. with military honours; the
asons, to which order deceased belonged also took a prominent part at the funeral.

There were 2 engagements and 28 re-engagements at this post during the year.

Six men have been dismissed with ignominy.

Thirteen were discharged at the expiration of their term of service and seven men
Were discharged by purchase.

The physique of the command is about the same as last year and cannot be im-
Proved very much without enlisting men who would be too heavy for mounted duty.

The men are in excellent health and fit for any duty that they may be called upon
%o perform,

Before closing my remarks on this subject I desire to again draw attention to the
fact that under the present system a non-commissioned officer promoted to commissioned
rank forfeits all the previous service, in many cases 10, 15, and 18 years service, and

88 to begin over again for service towards pension. This is very hard on an efficient
h°dy of men and I would strongly urge that the previous service be allowed to count.
I Would also suggest that the Pension Act be amended so as to include all ranks, that
€ term be reduced to twenty years and that the pension for 20 years service be the
e ag it is now for 25 years. "
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OFFICERS.

During the past season the officers of the command have been Inspectors Sanders,
Cuthbert, Primrose, Casey, Davidson and Jarvis. All have beer. kept very busy, and
what with drills, boards, inspections and magisterial duties they have very little leisure,
and I may add that all the duties have been satisfactorily performed.

Assistant Surgeon Haultain has been in medical charge, and Assistant Veterinary
Surgeon Wroughton in veterinary charge.

Until the 10th February, Inspector Casey was employed as quartermaster and was
returned to duty on that date.

Veterinary Surgeon Burnett arrived on 4th March and inspected the horses.

You arrived on 24th April and inspected the men and horses detailed for duty
with the Jubilee contingent. v

Inspector Jarvis arrived from his northern patrol on 30th April and during the
summer was detailed for duty along the Crow’s Nest Railway line of construction. He
remained on this duty until the middle of November when he was relieved by Inspector
Sanders.

Inspector Primrose left on 10th May for duty at Calgary and returned here on 2nd
July. He left on 17th August for Maple Creek.

The Assistant Commissioner arrived on 11th June and held a general inspection.

Superintendent Deane arrived on 29th June to relieve me while absent on leave.

I left on 3rd July and returned on 6th August. During my absence Superinten-
dent Deane spent three days each week here ; on the remaining days Inspector Sanders
was in command.

Inspector Davidson was moved from Cardston to Stand-Off on 13th September.

In November Inspector Casey took over charge of the pay, division books and
canteen affairs, relieving Inspector Sanders, who proceeded to Crow’s Nest Pass for duty.

PATROLS.

The usual summer system of patrols was maintained until November, and then the
winter system came into force. It is as follows, the only alteration from last winter
being the patrols along the line of construction of the Crow’s Nest Pass Railway.

The officers on outpost duty are Inspectors Sanders, Cuthbert, Dgvidson and
Jarvis. They have charge of, and look after, every detail in connection with their out
posts ; they receive and forward to district headquarters all official reports and returns,
inspect and look after all supplies, etc.

In order to facilitate the forwarding of despatches and to properly patrol each
section the following patrols are performed weekly.

Kipp to Stand-Off and Lethbridge.

Big Bend to Lee’s Creek and Kootenai.

Kootenai to Pincher Creek.

Pincher Creek to Crow’s Nest Lake.

Porcupines to Macleod.

Leavings to Macleod.

Leavings to Porcupines, via Willow Creek, returning the other way and visiting
all settlers.

Musquito Creek to Leavings, and each alternate week to High River, taking turn
with E Division patrol.

+ Stand Off to Big Bend.

St. Mary’s to K Division in Milk River Ridge, via South Fork of Milk River.

Boundary Creek to Lee’s Creek.

Lee’s Creek to St. Mary’s.

In winter our patrols consist of at least two men, and the system is so arranged
that the whole district is thoroughly patrolled each week and the isolated ranchers
visited.

There are detachments on both the “ Blood ” and *“ Peigan ” Reservations.
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The settlers have been unanimous in their praise of the men for the strict yet
courteous and impartial manner in which they perform their duty.
The following outposts have been supplied from the command during the season :
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PRAIRIE FIRES.

. During the past season, as heretofore, strict attention has been paid to the suppres-
810n of these fires, and this district has been unusually free from them. No serious
dnmage has been done, still in most cases, the persons whose negligence caused the fires

ave been apprehended and severely punished.

A fire broke out on 21st September between the Kootenai and Belly rivers about
fo‘ll‘ miles from Big Bend Detachment, it was extinguished by the police and civilians
In the vicinity. The area burnt was two miles long by half a mile in width, the cause

88 not been discovered.

Another fire occurred on 20th October on Spring Creek near the Mosquito Creek

etachment ; it was extinguished by the police, no serious damage done.

On 1st November a fire was let out by one Morgan Long near the South Fork of
the Old Man’s River. The offender was arrested and fined $200 which was paid.

PEACE OFFICERS FOR BRITISH COLUMBIA.

In view of our being requested to act as peace officers along the line of the Crow’s
Nest Pass railway line of construaction, and to extend our supervision into the province
of British Columbia, I submitted the following names to Colonel, the Honourable

ames Baker the Provincial Secretary for British Columbia, and recommended their
appointment ; these appointements were made :—

Inspect;or G. E. Sanders. : Reg. No. 2943 Const. A. J. Thomas.
‘A, R. Cuthbert. “ 2999  « J. P. Livingstone
“ AL M. Jarvis. “ 2891 ¢« A. G. Uniacke.
Reg. No. 2867 Corporal S. B. Beyts. « 2075 <« C.E. Lott.
<% 2805 «  D. R. Macnair, “ 2662 ¢« C. E. Aspdin.
“ 2997 Const. J. N. Ryan. “ 3045 « G.B. Joy.
“ 1205 ¢« D.S. K. Townshend. “ 2038 .« C. F. M. Cole
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PROVISIONS AND GENERAL STORES.

The supplies received under contract are satisfactory.

SETTLERS.

I annex a return of the persons who have reported at the frontier inwards during
the past season, together with a list of their stock. The total is 280,

These bona fide settlers are of a good class, hardworking and industrious, but very
poor financially ; in fact, the majority of them started from different points in the States
with their families and all their worldly possessions packed in a single wagon. They
bring some flour and bacon by way of provisions and a few dollars in cash.

During January it was reported that ill feeling existed between the Gentiles and
the Mormon settlers at Mountain View, and that some of the settlers had asked the
resident J. P. (Mr. Hagel) for permission to carry firc-arms. Whether he granted per-
mission, or not, I cannot say, but as soon as the matter was reported to me, I directed
the patrols to be particularly watchful and to arrest every one carrying fire-arms (illegally),
and caused the settlers at Mountain View to be informed that if they were brought
up on such a charge, they would be dealt with with the utmost rigour of the law ; I need
hardly add that the fire-arms were laid at rest promptly.

A resident at Mountain View was overheard to remark that he would some day
burn down the police quarters at Big Bend ; this was no doubt an idle threat, but I
informed Mr. Allen that I knew what he had said, and gave him to understand that if
the buildings were burnt he would be promptly lodged in jail ; the fire has not yet
occurred.

The « Latter Day Saints” whose settlement is at Cardston are increasing in num-
bers, the immigration being principally from Utah ; they are quiet and law-abiding and
are mostly employed farming. They own large numbers of horses, cattle and sheep.
The population of the settlement has increased about 250 this year, the total now being
about 1,500 souls. Many dwelling houses have been erected, and stores opened. The
output of the cheese factory has been 52,000 cheese, and 5000 lbs. of butter. Most of
the cheese is shipped to the Pacitic coast. Their grist mill, is also working steadily.

TRANSPORT.

Our transport consists of :— ;

Four boats placed as ferries at the following detachments: Stand-Off, St. Mary’s,
Boundary Creek, and Kipp. “Seven double and four single buckboards ; four Minchin
wagons ; eighteen heavy wagons ; three trail wagons; six platform spring wagons; one
water cart ; four bob sleighs ; three jumpers.

QUARANTINE.

The former quarantine having been done away with, all cattle coming into the
country from the United States have been inspected at the boundary line, and if found
free from disease passed at once. No cases of disease were discovered.

The total entries are : Cattle, 297 head ; horses, 632 head.

TRAILS, ROADS AND BRIDGES.

Generally speaking the trails in this district are in good condition, but in some
cases a great deal of inconvenience has been caused by settlers fencing up and obstruct-
ing surveyed tra{ls, and in every case, when a complaint has been made to that effect I
have brought the matter to the notice of the Department of Public Works of the Gov-
ernment of the North-west Territories. The officers of that department informed me,
that upon receipt of information to the effect that a trail had been obstructed, they
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would forward a notice to the person causing such obstruction, calling upon him to re-
move the obstruction before a certain date, and upon receipt of information regarding
fa.ilure to comply with the terms of the notice, legal proceedings would at once be
instituted. :
During the season I have reported obstructions on the undermentioned land :
“From Pincher Creek to South Fork and Crow’s Nest Pass. The trail at Mr.
Garreau’s ranch near Pincher Creek.”

“Those on Range 30 Tp. 6 Sec. 22
do 1 do 6 ~do 13
do 1 do 5 do 27 34-35
do 2 do 8 do 30
do 28 - do 4

“The main trail in the Porcupine section.

“The trail on Range 2, Tp. 8 sec. 30 re-reported.”

Before closing on this subject, I beg to again draw attention to the urgent necessity
of bridging the Kootenai River at Stand-Off. That stream is very swift and dangerous
at high water, and settlers coming north are frequently delayed at Stand-Off for days
before being able to ford, as they may not find out that they cannot cross, until they
reach the river, while those travelling from Macleod south learn from the state of the
Old Man’s River, that it is advisable for them to go via Lethbridge.

The trail between St. Mary’s and Cardston has been very much improved and
tenders have been called for the repair of the other trails in the vicinity of the Mormon
Settlement.

I have the honour to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,

8. B. STEELE,
Commanding District.

15—4
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APPENDIX D.

ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT A. B. PERRY, COMMANDING
E DIVISION.

CaLcary, 30th November, 1897.

Sir,—I have the honour to submit my annual report for the year ending this
date, of the work performed by E division.

GENERAL,

I assumed the command of this division on the 16th of March, relieving Inspector
Z.T. Wood, who had taken over the command from Superintendent Howe on the 16th
of December. On the 29th of May I was ordered away on duty in connection with the
Jubilee detachment, which I had been selected to command, and did not resume the
command of the division until the 13th of October.

During my absetce the command devolved on Inspector Wood. My report is
therefore compiled chiefly from the official records.

The past year has been a successful one for this district. Although the winter of
1896-97 was unusually severe, the stock on the ranges wintered well and the percentage
of loss was low. Prices for cattle ranged higher than for several years, and the com-
petition among the buyers was much keener.

The good calf crop, the ready sales at good prices, and the small loss last winter
have placed the ranchers in a prosperous condition.

There has been a sharp advance in the value of horses, owing to the demand
created recently by people proceeding to the Yukon gold fields, via Edmonton.

Small horses and ponies which were considered of little or no value, are now fetch-
ing good prices, and it is thought that the supply in Alberta will not be equal to the
demand next year.

The settlement in the northern part of the district has increased and the year been
a prosperous one for the farmers. Crops have been good and prices better than ever
before.

Calgary has felt a very sensible increase in its trade, and is anticipating a very
substantial revival of business.

The confident tone among the people of this portion of Alberta is very marked,
whether they are ranchers, farmers, or merchants. iy
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CrassIFIED Summary of Crimes in “ E” Division, Calgary District, for 1897.

Offences. Remarks.

Entered.
Convictions.

Cases

Offensive weapons—
Unlawfully having pistol in possession...............
Escapes and rescues—
scaping from custody.............. . oo
ffences against religion and morals—
Disorderly houses . ........ ..... .
Vagrancy.... .. ... ..o oo ool
Drunk, disorderly and creating disturbance
Burglary and housebreaking—
Housebreaking. ............ ...
Acts of Indecency—.
Incest... ... i e
Rape ... ....... ......ooie e
Indecent assault...... ..... ..... e
Offences against the Person—
Ass'm%c, aggravated.......... ...l
do  COMMON . .. c.eiiiiiiii e

w0
(&)

w
e D ORN
o o

D -
—_——p e

Horse stealing 2 1
Theft......... . 12 9
Cattle stealing 10 2

6 not yet tried.

Offences against Indian Act— |
Selling intoxicants to Indians.. .............
Supplying liquor to Indians 6
Indiansdrunk.. ... . ... ’i"
1

1<

Intoxication on Reserve ...... S e ee e
Taking timber from Reserve without permit..........
ffences against Railway Act— L
Stealing rides...........ooovtiiriiieraiia. | ‘%.]3 30

—

Fraudulently riding on ““scalped ” ticket............ |
Infectious and Contagious Disease Act— |

Allowing diseuse(gl cow torun at large...............
Offences under N. W, Ordinances—

Insanity... .. ...

Setting out poISON. ... ... cii.eiiiiiies teaiaaa

Allowing prairie fire torun at large..................

Selling liquor without a license. .. ...............
Offences connected with trade, &c.—

Intimidation. .... ... ... .ciieiieeinns

- N T
8o O

oy
—

The foregoing is a classified summary of the offences committed in this district.

The total number of cases is 149, and the convictions 113. 53 convictions were
had under the Railway ‘Act and the vagrancy sections of the Criminal Code, of persons
who were passing through the Territories, and commonly known as tramps. There
were 13 convictions under the Indian Act which I refer to in another place.

There were nine convictions for theft, two of which were for cattle stealing and one
for horse stealing.

. The case of horse stealing took place last December. The defendant stole a horse
at Beaver Dam, north of here, and on his way south to High River took five head of
cattle, the property of different parties. He was arrested, brought to Calgary and
convicted. As he was an old offender he was sentenced to five years in penitentiary.

Another case of horse stealing was reported, but the owner of the horse refused to
prosecute.
The second case of cattle stealing occurred near Pine Creek. The defendant stole
a calf, was convicted, and sentenced to two months’ imprisonment.
Only two other complaints were made during the year, and on inquiry we found
that the horses had strayed. .
5
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There are three distinct charges of cattle stealing now awaiting trial. The two
persons accused are ranchers at High River. It is alleged that they have been system-
atically obliterating other brands and applying their own. A considerable aynount of
interest is being taken by the stockmen in these cases, and the Stock Association has
employed counsel to assist in the prosecution.

The other cases reported are of a trivial character and call for no particular
comment.

Only seven convictions were made under the N. W. Ordinances, five of which were
for lunacy.

GOLD BRICK SWINDLE.

On the 3rd of August, the manager of the Molsons Bank of this place, reported that
he had been defrauded of $11,200 by some parties apparently living at Revelstoke,
B.C. A man purporting to be a miner passing under the name of Sain Fowler, called
on the manager at the bank, and said that he had some gold bricks which he and an
Indian had got in the northern part of British Columbia. He wanted to sell them and
the manager requested that he should bring them to Calgary. Fowler replied that he
had been robbed on the train before, and that he was afraid to bring the gold down, also
that his companion being a Mountain Indian would not come on the plains. The mana-
ger accepted these reasons, and despatched a representative with Fowler to Revelstoke
to examine the gold. They proceeded to a point in the bush 2 miles from Revelstoke,
and Fowler produced the bars of supposed gold which were in charge of the Indian
(supposed to be a white man in disguise).

Samples were taken and they returned to Revelstoke. At the hotel they found an
assayer, evidently one of the gang, who pronounced the sample to be pure gold worth
$20 per ounce. The manager was wired that the gold was all right and to bring on the
funds which he at once did. He paid over $11,200, received the bars and returned to
Calgary. The fraud was not discovered until several days after when in order to get the
bars into boxes to ship to Montreal, one had to be cut off. Suspicion was aroused by
the colour of the part cut, and a correct assay showed the bars to be composed of nearly
pure copper gilded over. Staff Sergeant Brooke was detailed to trace up the swindlers
and was employed 38 days. He visited all the Pacific Coast States. The only trace that
was ever had, was that a firm of private bankers at Seattle exchanged $6,000 of Molsons
bank $10 notes on 2nd August.

PRAIRIE FIRES.

A number of prairie fires occurred early last spring, but no serious damage was done.
Large parties of police were sent out from this post and worked very hard in putting
out the fires. One party was absent nearly 2 days and worked incessantly.

No large fires occurred this autumn. A good many were started along the C. & E.
Railway, north and south of Calgary, but all were promptly put out by our detachments
before they had gained headway. Had these fires not been extinguished great damage
would have resulted to the cattle industiy of the country.

A small portion of the district south-west of Gleichen was burnt over. The section
foreman on the C. P. Railway near that point was prosecuted for allowing the fire to
escape from his control when burning fire guards along the railway, but a conviction was
not secured.

A portion of the Rosebud country was also burnt over.

No convictions were secured during the year under the Prairie Fire Ordinance.

INQUESTS.

-There were seven inquests during the year and the following verdicts rendered :—
Three suicides. One accidental drowning. Two natural causes. One not yet returned.

INDIANS.

The behaviour of the Indians of the different reserves has been very good. No
serious charges have been brought against them. They have worked well and remained
on their reserves.
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Fifteen Indians have been imprisoned in cur guard-room on the following charges :
Two assault, one aggravated assault, and the remainder for supplying liquor to other
Indians, or for being drunk. They obtain the liquor through half-breads.

An Indian named Running Wolf, was tried for cutting off his squaw’s nose. He
having found her unfaithful followed the old Indian custom. He could not be con-
victed as his wife refused to give evidence.

The general health of the Indians has been good and they have been free from con-
tagious diseases, with the exception of an outbreak of measles on the Sarcee Reserve

ASSISTANCE TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS.

Indians.—The treaty payments on the reserves were attended by escorts and every
assistance given to the Indian agent in making payments.

All issues of rations to the Blackfeet were attended by our scouts, I am assured
that the presence of the scouts has a most beneficial effect.

Agriculture.— Determined efforts were made during the past year to stamp out the
contagious diseases among the stock of this district, especially the disease commonly
known as “lumpy jaw,” which was not until recently looked upon with any alarm by
stock raisers. However, the rapid spread of the disease from herd to herd has con-
vinced them that it should be dealt with. The ranchers have accordingly, with few
exceptions, readily acquiesced in the slaughter of all animals in an advanced stage of the
disease. Our patrols and detachments have been active in looking out for affected
animals, and the veterinary inspector has been promptly sent to inspect and take action
upon all reported cases.

Several cases of glanders were discovered west of Calgary, but speaking generally
the horses are free from that disease. .

Anthrax broke out among some of the herds near High River, early in the spring,
and several deaths resulted, but it soon died out. .

The following is a summary of the works under the contagious diseases Act :—

Cattle destroyed suffering with lumpy jaw........ ... ... ... 23
“  quarantined s 15
Horses destroyed “ with glanders .................... 16
[ qua,ra,nt,ined ¢ “ Mr. O. Critchley’s herd 1

One rancher was convicted for allowing an animal which had been quarantined to
run at large.

Customs.—The non-commissioned officer stationed at Banff acts as preventive offi-
cer at that point. His principal duty is to release the baggage of passengers which has
come there in bond.

PATROLS.

The district has been regularly patrolled by the different detachments and parties
from headquarters. 91,529 miles were travelled by the horses on patrol duty during the
Yyear.

DISTRIBUTION.

Attached to this report will be found the distribution state of this division on the
30th November. There are 10 detatchments with 20 N. C. Officers and men, and 18
horses. One officer and 2 men were withdrawn from Banff for service in the Yukon.

The total strength of the division is 58. One third of the strength is therefore on
detatched duty.

DRILL AND TRAINING.

There were regular drills during the winter months, and lectures were given by
the officers on police duties. There was no target practice.
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‘“ CHANGES IN DIVISION, ”
Officers.—
Transferred to. ... ... .... ... ... .. .. o 2
do from...... ..... ... . .. .. 2
N. C. Officers and Constables.—
Transferred to. ... . ... .. .. i L 31

Discharged.—
Officersresigned . ... ...........................
N. C. Officers and Constables.—
Purchased... . ... ... . ... ..
Time expired
Dismissed
Invalided
Deserted. ... .. ... ... .. ...
Special Constables.—
Engaged.. .. ..... ... .. ..

Discharged...... .. U e
Transferred........... ... ... ... .. . 1

[

OO Tt

<t Qo

All the dismissals were made on account of drunkenness.
There were no desertions.

CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE.

The following table gives the number and the nature of the punishment inflicted
on account of breaches of discipline :

Imprisoned and dismissed. .. ... ............ ..., ... ... .. 5
Fined.. ... .. e 25
Minor punishments—Admonished, confined to barracks, &e...... 41

Total.......... ... ... . L. 71

Total amount of fines, $194.10.
There would be no serious breaches of discipline, were it not for drunkenness.
HEALTH.

The general health has been excellent.

RATIONS.

The rations supplied have been of excellent quality—Three detachments draw
rations, and others are boarded.

FORAGE.

The hay and oats have been very good. Some 74 tons of hay were damaged by
the flood of last June.

LIGHT.

The electric light is satisfactory.

BARRACKS.

An apparatus for heating water for the men’s bath rooms, was put in and has
added considerably to the comfort of the barracks. Small repairs were made by the
post carpenter as required. No other expense was incurred.
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HORBSBES.

No deaths occurred among the horses, except of one horse in Englana  All are in
good condition. A number have been cast and will be sold in the spring. There are
27 on the winter herd, 20 in the post and 18 on detachments.

SADDLERY AND HARNESS,
The saddlery and harness are in good repair.

TRANSPORT.

The transport has been kept in good repair, and well painted.

INSPECTIONS.
The different detachments have been regularly inspected each month by the division
officers.

The division was inspected by you in December, April, June, September and
November, and by the assistant commissioner in December last.

ESCORT.
An escort was furnished to His Excellency the Governor General on the occasion
of his visit to Calgary last December.

5 A salute was fired on the 22nd of June in honour of Her Majesty’s Diamond
ubilee.

GUARD ROOM.

Our guard room is the common jail of the district. Ttisir charge of Sergeant
Cochrane who is a very efficient provost.
We reccived during the year 100 prisoners made up as follows : —

Civillans. . ... oot e e e e 67
Half-breeds .. ... ... . ‘eerenuiee i 6
Indians. . ..o oot e e 15
Lunatics. . . ..ot e e . 12
Total .o ooi i e 100
The number of prisoners serving sentences for different offences were as follows :—
Indictable offences .. .. . ..o oot . b
(Average length of sentence, 8:3 months.)
SUMMARY CONVICTIONS.
Assaults ........ e e e 4
(Average sentence, 2:75 months.)
S 4R O U 6
(Average sentence, 2 months.)
Vagraney .... ........ e e 21
(Average sentence, 28 days.)
DUDE © ot ot e e et e e 3
(Average sentence, 14 days.)
Stealing rides on railways........ e e 14
(Average sentence, 8 days.)
Under Indian Act, supplyingliquor...................... ... 6
DrunK . ..o e e e e e 6

(Average sentence, 35'7 days.)
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One of the Indians sentenced for drunk was also sentenced to two months, for assault’
both sentences to run concurrently.

Of the twelve lunatics, nine were only a few hours in the guard-room, en route from
other points to Regina.

The remaining three were in guard-room for an average period of eight days.

Sixteen prisoners were held awaiting trial for an average period of thirty days.
This large average is accounted for by one prisoner awaiting trial for 121 days, and
another for ninety days.

Nine punishments were inflicted for breaches of the prison rules and regulations,

An Indian prisoner named Deerfoot, serving 2 months’ sentence for assault, died in
the guard-room on the 24th of February, after completing 50 days of his sentence.

An inquest was held, and a verdict returned of death from natural causes. He
was under the acting surgeon’s care from the date of his adinission. '

At the date of this report we have in the guard-room :

Undergoing sentence.. ... ........... ...... ... ... 9
Awaiting trial . ... ..o o o 3
Total ............ . .. .. ool 12

FLOODS.

Between 12 and 1 of the 18th of June, the Bow and Elbow rivers rose suddenly
some eight or ten feet. Teams and men were ordered out and kept employed all that
night and the following day in moving the furniture from the houses situated on the
flat lands west of the Langevin bridge and other localities. About 60 families were
driven out of their homes. Some houses and outbildings were swept away.

Traffic was suspended on the Canadian Pacific Ral]way for several days, owing to
wash-outs, and a number of bridges being carried away.

Our hay corral was 3 feet under water.

The flood was caused by a cloud burst near the mountains, and continued rains for
several days.

Very fortunately there was no loss of life. There were some very narrow escapes.

Attached to this report you will find the reports of Acting Assistant Surgeon
Rouleau and Veterinary S.-Sergt. Stevenson ; also the list of chses disposed of, the
distribution state and the patrol map corrected to date.

I have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

A. BOWEN PERRY,

Supt. Commanding “ E” Division.
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APPENDIX E.

AI\‘TNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT R. B. DEANE, COMMANDING
« K ” DIVISION, 1897.

LETHBRIDGE, 1st December, 1897.

The Commissioner
North-west Mounted Police,
Regina.

Sir,—I have the honour to render the annual report of “ K ” Division for the year
ended the 30th November, 1897.

GENERAL STATE OF THE DISTRICT.

The Police year opened most auspiciously on the 1st December, 1896, witk a genial
chinook which came just in time to save numbers of range cattle from certain death.

The loss in the district from the effect of the November storm was estimated not to
Sxceed one per cent. It is true that the calf crop this year has been small and much
below the average, but we had a very cold and unseasonable spring, and to that is
attributable the loss of calves.

So far as winter pasturage is concerned, the opinion is gradually gaining ground
that this district has much to recommend it. For lack of moisture the grass does not
8row go luxuriantly as it does further west, but on the other hand it cures before the
frost has time to affect it. The snow fall, again, is always comparatively light here,
and thus, though the grass is short, the cattle can get at it without much difficulty.

A system of irrigation to the south of usisa mere question of time, and the ensuing
Year will probably see a beginning made of extensive works, wherein irrigation and
colonization will go hand in hand. It will follow. as a matter of course that this will

come a great producing centre. We know that, given suﬂlcxent rpojst.ure, the soil will‘
grow alinost anything, and apart from cereals ther:e will }3e in the mining country a great
demand for garden produce of all kinds, in supplying which Lethbridge will have the
advantage of being close to the market by means of the Crow’s Nest railway.

An irrigation ditch some 70 miles long, with its ramifications, may be expected to
cause some climatic changes, and ten years hence we may expect to see no longer a tree-
less landscape. It will take settlers of the right sort to do justice to the country, but
an industrious man may earn something to keep the pot boil'ing from a very early date.

adishes and lettuces, besides eggs, poultry, and butter, will find a ready sale in the
ootenai.

It is, too, a practical certainty that broad gauge trains will be running into Leth-
bx'idge from Great Falls next summer over the A. R. & C. Co.s and the Canada and
Great Falls lines.

Business was very dull during the first ha.}f pf the year, but it,. has inf:reased with
the progress of the Crow’s Nest Railway until it is as good now as it was in the palmy
days of the town.

The miners took advantage of the flowing tide last August to strike for an increase
of Wages and other concessions. This was the outcome of a predetermined plan. Nego-
tiations had from one cause or another come to a standstill, when an opportunity offered
Or my intervention, and I was able to be the means of bringing the two parties to-
&ether again. I need not enlarge on this further than to say that the company con-
ceded every demand made by the men except that of an additional ten cents per ton.

ather than do that they declared they would shut the mines down, and the men even-
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tually resumed work, having good reason to be satisfied with the fruits of their agitation,
which may be capitalized at about $8,000 per annum.

All ranks in the division subscribed one day’s pay to the Indian Famine Fund,
and the amount so realized, namely, $61.03, was duly forwarded to headquarters.

The rivers in the early summer were abnormally high, and the water was indes-
cribably filthy. All the drinking water in Barracks was first treated with alum and
then boiled and filtered.

In March the schools were closed and quarantine regulations enforced in town in
consequence of an outbreak of scarlet fever, diphtheria and measles. The precautions
taken sufficed to stamp out the epidemic in course of time, and fortunately we did not
have a single case in barracks. Itis ditlicult to impress upon the foreign element of
such a mixed community as we have here that ¢cleanliness is next to Godliness.”

On the 20th June a Jubilee service was held in what is usually known as the
Town Hall, at which the Church of England, Presbyterian and Methodist pastors and
congregations were well 1epresented, and Jubilee day itself was loyally and enthusiasti-
cally kept. Theschool children’s parade was the prettiest and most interesting feature
thereo®, and the proceedings of the day were not disfigured by excesses of any kind.

This division” contributed Sergeant Major Macdoneil and Sergeant Ciopp, both of
them being Canadians, to the Jubilee contingent for England.

During the month of July, in accordance with your instructions, I assumed com-
mand of the Macleod District, and spent three days in each week at Macleod, while
Superintendent Steele was absent on leave. With respect thereto I have nothing par-
ticular to chronicle, except that during that month the construction of the Crow’s Nest
Railway was begun.

Complaint was made to me on the 23rd September that a Mr. George Lane, who
had just shipped some cattle from here for Messrs. Gordon & Ironsides, had refused to
pay the 5 cent per capita fee to which the hide inspectors were entitled under the N.W.
Ordinance of 1896. It did not appear to me that the inspectors could get redress in a
magistrate’s court, and I could only advise them to represent the matter to the North-
west Government with a view to amendment of the Ordinance. )

T hear that a great many of the Cree Indians who were deported from the United
States last year have returned to their old haunts. They employed a lawyer in Montana
to obtain naturalization papers for them, and their applications were duly returned by
the authorities with the word ‘*‘refused” endorsed thereon. The legal gentleman
handed the papers to the Indians, who cannot read, and they now flatter themselves
. that they are duly accredited American citizens.

T may perhaps be allowed to recur once more to the expediency of providing for
payment of an interpreter’s fees in summary convictions, at the accustomed rate of $2
per day. An interpreter will not work for less and sometimes it is impossible to get on
without one. ‘

At the Assizes just concluded, a case was heard where a Finlander broke into a
Chinawen’s house, and neither of them could speak a word of English. A Finish
interpreter was secured, but as he said he was making $3 a day in the mines and only
received $2 for interpreting, he required to be delicately handled.

Referring to your circular memorandum No. 97, of the 2lst January, 1895, one
essential point of difference between an interpreter and a witness is that the attendance
of a witness can be compelled, but that of an interpreter cannot.

I remember a few years ago, a Hungarian lady sent a message to the effect that
she would see the entire court somewhere else before she would come to interpret.
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CRIME,

. The following list comprises all complaints of offences which have arisen within the
district during the year :—

st - ST e e S . - oy

Convie-

P With- | Awaiting
o, Dismissals . Total.

Crime. drawn. Trial.

—~———

Off&noes against the person
Mischief

Recovered. | At Large.

|
}Eeporte] BEOJOI. .. s 1 EEREEERES . 1
eported strayed orlust .. ... .. Lol e i 6 | 1 7

~—

. There are only two items in the above list that call for comment, and, before allud-
Ing to them, I would refer to my report of last year wherein I said that there were then
l"Waiting trial a charge of cattle killing, and a charge of cattle stealing against one Wm.
organ, a settler on the Milk River.
1 allude briefly to these in order to emphasize the necessity (?f an amendment to
e Criminal Code providing that a brand on an animal shall be prima facie evidence of
OWnership, and to call attention to the fact that for want of such provision
Cattle stealing is now increasing in extent and in audacity year by year.
Persons who are not familiar with the customs of a ranching country may require
be told that a man who owns a large number of cattle which roam at large over the
Prairie is in all probability unable to identify one per cent of .his property, except by
Means of the brand which he has placed upon them before turning them loose.
A merchant similarly, having a large stock of ?10thlng, might be unable to identify
Any particular garment as being his property were it not for his trade or other mark,
ich he has taken the precaution to affix to it. ] . .
Now the mark or brand properly applied to range cattle is practically ineffaceable.
Iy may be overgrown with hair, but in the last resort the tell tale will show on the
Underside of the skin when it is removed. ]
. This mark or brand is registered in the proper office as the property of the person
Using it, and no two persons may use the same brand. . ‘
The brand is equivalent to what the Trade Marks Act calls a “specific trade mark”
and al] that the cattle interests ask is that Parliament will enact a provision that a
rand on an animal shall be prima facie evidence of ownership. .
In the absence of such a provision the owner of range cattle is practically helpless,
83 the courts have decided that a brand is not prima facie evidence of ownership.
The brand Ordinance provides punishment for obliterating; alterating or defacing
"h? recorded brand of any other person, also for venting a brand in case of sale, the vent
SIng then prima facie evidence of sale or transfer, but these minutiz are of little im-
rtance when the brand itself is not recognized by the courts as prima facie evidence,
when a man can steal an animal branded with another person’s well known registered
Tand, and cannot be called upon to account for his possession thereof.
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* Another point which seems to require attention, is the ownership of mavericks
The custom in Montana is at each round-up to sell all the unbranded calves by auction
—the proceeds going to the Stock Association—but it has been laid down in our courts
that unbranded calves whose owners are unknown are the property of the Crown. I
shall recur to this later on.

Now to return to William Morgan. He entered the country from Montana as a
settler in 1895, and settled on the Milk River. We took charge of his cattle during the
90 days quarantine, and on the 6th August in that year he began life at Half Breed
Creek with 40 head of cattle all told, of which 18 were cows, 4 were calves, less than 3
months old, and the rest were steers. On the 2nd November, 1896, the police counted
his cattle (that is cattle branded with his brand) in his presence, on his ranch, and found
them to consist of 89 head, whereof 18 were calves. Morgan admitted that he had
bought no cattle since he had been in Canada, and on the contrary, had killed some for
beef. The most enthusiastic breeder could not wish for greater success than that, to
raise 49 head of cattle from 18 cows in something less than 15 months.

Morgan, however, being a large-minded man, thought he could do better still.
There are several thousand head of cattle on and in close proximity to the Milk River,
and he prepared to go into the business on a large scale. To this end he took a young
man, a new settler, named Conger, into his confidence. This proved to be the cause of
his down-fall, for Conger distrusted him, and told the police of Morgan’s propositions.
It fell out that one day Morgan collected some 50 or 60 head and drove them up the
river near his ranch. There was in this bunch a cow, branded W. which had an
unbranded calf, and Morgan cut this calf out and drove him to his corral where his
milch cows were. Later in the evening, with the help of his hired man, Morgan killed
the calf, and put his own brand on the skin after it had been removed. A couple of
days later the police found fresh meat in an outhouse, and demanded to see the skin, in
accordance with the N. W. Ordinance. The hired man gave the whole business away,
and the evidence seemed to be complete. There was, however, some uncertainty as to
the ownership of the brand W., and the crown prosecutor set out in the indictment
that the cow branded W. was property of a person unknown. The judge said that we
had not proved that the owner was unknown, and was not satisfied that the ownership
could not have been proved. He therefore acquitted the prisoner.

In the other case the judge convicted Morgan of stealing an unbranded bull, the
property of the Benton and St. Louis Cattle Company, and allowed him to go at large
on suspended sentence.

This leniency, combined with the acquittal, had the opposite effect to that contem-
plated by the judge, in that it did not discourage others from adopting Morgan’s
principles.

In June last, Sergeant Sparrow of the Pendant d’Oreille detachment, and Special
Constable Arrowsmith, noticed on two or three different occasions a certain red and
white bull calf (a calf of the previous fall), which was unbranded, and which had escaped
the previous year’s branding by reason of its late birth, but which was' easily noticeable
by its short, or “switch ” tail. It was always following a red and white cow branded
with a circle, the property of the Benton and St. Louis Cattle Company. These two
were ranging with a bunch of about 90 head of American cattle. The two men chatted
about this calf and the possibility of its being taken up by some one as a maverick, &c.
It was on the 11th June, that they last saw the calf and cow together. On the 12th,
Arrowsmith chanced to come across the cow without her calf; and he knew that some-
thing must have happened to separate them. He devoted the 13th to searching for the
calf, and eventually found him tied up in William Water’s corral in the brush about 3}
miles down the river from Pendant d’Oreille detachment.

Whaters admitted taking the calf, but said he thought it was his, and that its
mother was “around some place,” though he made no attempt to find or produce her.
Sergeant Sparrow sent up the river and had the aforesaid red and white circle cow
driven down in company with some other cattle to near where the calf was. The calf
was turned loose and when the cow and calf met, they “claimed each other,” in range
parlance, and in cattle fashion. The judge acquitted the prisoner on the ground that
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no witness had expressed his opinion that the calf was the offspring of that particular
cow. I had to leave for Macleod during the progress of the trial, but the judge told me
this later.

The question of brand did not crop up, but I understood that the prisoner’s counsel
was prepared to rest his defence solely on the absence of animus furandi.

At the risk of being tedious, I have gone into this matter at length to show first,
how the interests of stockmen are affected—secondly—how very easy it is under
present circumstances to steal range cattle, and thirdly, how very difficult it is to obtain
a conviction.

Now in order to show the dire necessity for such a provision in the law as I have
mentioned, let me follow this matter to its logical conclusion, which is in effect a
reductio ad absurdum :—

Ist. A duly- registered brand, burnt with a hot iron into the skin of an animal, is
not a prima facie evidence of ownership.

2nd. A maverick, or unbranded animal, whose owner is unknown, is the property
of the Crown. If a brand does not afford prima facie evidence of the ownership of a
cow upon which it is placed, much less does it afford evidence of the ownership of a calf
which purports to be that cow’s progeny.

What right has a round-up party to brand a certain calf with a particular brand,
simply because the cow which they judge to be the calf’s mother is branded therewith ?
It is well known that calves will, under certain circumstances, suck cows other than
their mothers.

Suppose that a prosecution were instituted against the members of a round-up
engaged in branding calves, the owners of which are unknown, and which are therefore
the property of the Crown. I refer to young calves which have been dropped since the
last preceding round-up, and which their owners have never seen before.

They would of course claim a colour of right, but upon what would it be based ¢
We are dealing with, say, from 5,000 to 10,000 head of cattle.

It is safe to say that the persons engaged would be able to swear positively to the
identity of a very small proportion of that number of cattle, and upon what then would
their colour of right be founded? Solely upon the brands on the cows, and those
brands per se are no proof at all. The state would become quite a large proprietor of
cattle, and would probably ask to be delivered from itself.

The miscellaneous cases include sundry complaints under the Masters and Servants
Ordinance, and two charges under the Animals Contagious Diseases Act.

At the last session of Parliament, actinomycosis, the disease commonly known to
stockmen as big-jaw or lumpy jaw, was added to those scheduled in the Animals Con-
tagious Diseases Act. On the 26th October, some 503 head of cattle were shipped from
here in two trains to Hochelaga. They were bought and shipped by the local agent of
a firm that buys a great number of range cattle every year. It came to the notice of
the police that nine head of big-jawed steers were included in this consignment, and
that they were all loaded into one car together with nine cows. This car was at the
head of the loading train.

Information was laid against one of the local vendors, to whom three of the steers
were said to belong, and he was charged with disposing of an animal known by him to
be labouring under infectious disease. There was present at the shipment an inspector
of brands, as provided by a North-west Ordinance, but he held no authority under the
Contagious Diseases Act. He testified that his attention was called to these nine steers
shut up in the pen by themselves, that he examined them and found that they were all
suffering from big-jaw, that the lumps had burst and the sores were running and bleed-
ing. Oddly enough no one, not even the man who drove the nine steers into the pen
could explain how it was that there were only the nine head out of the 503 so affected,
and how it was that they all foregathered in this particular pen. It seemed to be a
remarkable instance of animal sagacity. With a small effort of the imagination, one
could imagine these poor suffering creatures calling aloud in their bovine language :
“unclean, unclean,” singling themselves out from the maddening crowd, and with self-
sacrificing resignation placing themselves on board the first car to hasten to the cannery.
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The evidence in support of the charge was, however, conclusive to our minds, and
the defendant was convicted, but appealed against the finding. The appeal will be
heard next March.

On the 29th instant a similar charge against the local agent was heard in the same
court, and the principal vendor gave straightforward testimony, and showed that he had
cut the big-jaws out of the herd himself and directed the man to put them by them-
selves. This was the man who did not know anything at the former trial. A conviction
was found in this case also, the defendant admitting that he knew the steers had lumps
on their jaws and faces, but that he did not think the disease was in a communicable
stage. He said further that he did not know that actinomycosis had been placed on the
list. He was ordered to pay the costs of the prosecution, and there the matter rests.

INDIANS.

We have seen very few Indians round here this year, and none of them have given
any trouble.

OUTPOSTS.

The number of non-commissioned officers and men on outpost duty during the
summer was as follows :-—

Outposts. Officers. Olgi.cgt:s. Constables| Cgmglles Horses.

Milk River Ridge......... ................ .. ..

e P 1 3 4 8
Coubts. ... ...oooveivi i L R 1 1 3 | 8
Writing-on-Stone. ........ ... ... oo e 1 3 2 12
Pendent d'Oreille.... .......... . ............. 1 2 1 8
St.Mary’s. .. .. e 2 | 2
Little Bow ....... ... .. ... .. ... ... aadoiiios o ) U 1
Whoop-up. . ..o e e 1 1 1 4

The outpost buildings are all in good repair and condition.

Those at Milk River Ridge have been painted at a cost of $30.25. A galvanized
iron chimney, costing $9.85, has been provided for the kitchen at Coutts, and a new
roof for the kitchen at Pendant d’'Oreille, $13.21.

At St. Mary’s, the barrack room has been re-floored, $15.50, and an ice house con-
structed out of old telegraph poles. The river bottom has been inclosed with a fence,
costing $111.13 for wire, the posts being made out of old telegraph poles. .

Hay has been supplied under contract to all the Milk River outposts at the uniform
price of $7 per ton.

25 tons at Milk River Ridge.

35 do Coutts.

60 do Writing-on-Stone.

At St. Mary’s the price this year was higher than usual, our 30 tons costing $12.90
per ton. The Little Bow detachment has been supplied with baled hay as required from
here. I have now withdrawn the constable from that point for the winter months at
least. i

The construction of the Crow’s Nest Railway, and the large number of men em-
ployed on the heavy work at Whoop-up necessitated a police camp there. The non-com-
missioned ofticer at St. Mary’s supervised this camp as well as his own outpost. Two
non-commissioned officers being in England left me shorthanded.

ASSISTANCE TO RAILROADS.

We have devoted unceasing attention to the maintenance of order along the Crow’s
Nest branch of the C. P. railway while under construction. The heaviest part of the
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work on the whole line has been at Whoop-up, from about 5 to 8 miles distant from
here. The line crosses the St. Mary’s River at 'Whoop-up, and the bridge there will be
2,800 feet long. About six million feet of timber will have been used for bridging
between here and Macleod by the time the road is completed.

The contractors have had a hard time of it. The soil in some of the cutsat Whoop-
up is a very stiff clay, which a plough will not touch, and which is more difficult to
blast than rock. The contractors are working this at the price of dirt, and some of
them will have lost considerable money. I understand that on one section alone seven
car loads of blasting powder have been expended, and that the contractor stands to
lose very heavily unless Le gets more than the price of dirt for his excavating.

The contractors have had a lot of trouble, too, with their men. They brought up
men from the East, many of whom no sooner arrived here than they wanted to break
their contract and leave their railway fare unpaid. A batch of men were charged
before me under the Masters and Servants Act with deserting their employment, and I
suspended judgment on the defendants undertaking to go to work. In some cases this
answered well enough, while in others the men laid themselves outto demoralize the
gang to which they were attached, and generally gave such trouble that the employers
were glad to get rid of them at any price.

We were not much troubled with the tramp element here, and there has been no
disorder in the town which Constable Lewis could not deal with single handed.

The last of the grading parties are just about completing their work at Whoop-up
now, but it is probable that the bridge gangs will be there for some weeks. The St. Mary’s
River has flooded its banks lately, owing to a very warm chinook wind which loosened up
the ice and sent it floating down stream, and which was then suddenly followed by
sharp frost and snow. The ice jammed, and caused the water to back up. Two of the
camps at Whoop-up had a narrow escape of loosing their men. Had the men
been in bed when this jam occurred there would undoubtedly have been some loss of
life, as the water rose very rapidly.

On the 16th September, a labourer left one camp and went to another, and on the
night of his arrival cut his throat with a razor. He was not discovered until next
morning when he was brought to hospital and soon recovered. He had $75 in Ameri-
can money, and says he does not know why he attempted to take his life. He pleaded
guilty before Mr. Justice Rouleau on the 29th instant, and was awarded one month’s
imprisonment with hard labour.

There has been a fair amount of sickness along the line, and the worst cases are
sent into the Galt hospital here which is filled to its capacity.

Mr. Collingwood Schreiber and the Deputy Minister of Justice arrived here on the
19th September, and drove along the construction under convoy of Mr. Haney, as far as
the Belly river crossing at Davis’s ranch, where a train met us. We were thus the first
party to travel on the new line.

We have, when called upon, furnished an escort to the paymaster of the Canadian
Pacific Railway when going his rounds.

ALIEN LABOUR LAW,

It is so easy to mutilate the spirit without breaking the letter of the Alien Labour
Act that there need be no wonder at there having been no prosecutions under that
head. The modus operandi is very simple and well understood on both sides of the
line, and our own people take advantage of it whenever it suits them. This is so far
recognized that the current of feeling here does not set as strongly against alien labour
as it does at other points eastward where the people have been irritated by over zealous
foreign officials.

I tried a wages case wherein one American citizen sued another, and took the
Opportunity of inquiring into the whole matter. The defendant came over here with an
outfit, consisting mainly of unbroken horses, to look for work, and hired the complainant
to herd and break his horses. On arrival at MacLeod he paid off and discharged his
man, and then re-engaged him to go on with his work. The defendant obtained a sub-
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contract on the construction, and subsequently had a disagreement with the complainant,
who brought him into court.

I investigated other cases with the result that there was no evidence to support a
prosecution under the Alien Labour Act.

Mr. McCreary, Commissioner of Immigration, came here and discussed the matter
with Mr. Conybeare, Q.C., and myself, but the situation remained unchanged.

In accordance with the request of the Minister of the Interior, the frontier
detachments have rendered monthly since the lst August last, a return showing the
movement of population to and from the United States.

The nummber of emigrants from the 1st August to the 30th November is 52, and
the number of iinmigrants from the United States during the same period amounts to
238 souls.

ASSISTANCE TO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

Aumerican cattle continue to swarm along the Milk River, and in addition to our
own range riders, one at Writing-on-Stone and one at Pendant d’Oreille, the Flowerree
ranch keep one at Coutts, the Con Kohr ranch maintain one at Writing-on-Stone, and
the Circle ranch combination supports one at Pendant d’Oreille.

The cattle throughout the district have been healthy. “Spanish itch,” otherwise
known as *“Texas mange,” appeared on some of the American cattle on the Milk River
at the beginning of the year, but arising as it does from poverty of the blood, it dis-
appeared as soon as the cattle felt the benefit of the green grass.

American range riders have orders to shoot big-jawed cattle as a matter of course.
Last year the Refugee Cree Indians were offered a big jaw, but they scoffed at the offer,
saying it was unfit for food. The idea that big-jawed cattle are sent to canneries does
not tend to increase one’s taste for canned beef.

PRAIRIE FIRES.

The month of August was a bad season for prairie fires. The grass was so dry that
it crackled under one’s feet, and a rancher at Many Berries Creek said he had watched
a thundercloud there, and had seen lightning set the prairie on fire in four places.

On the 17th of that month a Canadian Pacific Railway engine started a fire near
the section house at the Chin. Constable Michelsen and 3 section men put it out.
A small party was sent out from here in a hurry on the 23rd August, to protect the
place of Mr. Gotterill, about four miles out of town, from a threatening prairie fire.
They arrived in time to save about 50 tons of hay, &ec., and extinguished about 4 miles of
fire, which was supposed to have been started by an A. R. and C. Co.’s engine.

On the 213t August, a fire started on the east side of the A. R. and C. Co.’s railway
to the south of the Milk River, and swept over the quarantine ground. In spite of the
efforts of the Coutts and Writing-on-Stone detachments to check it, it went on its way
to the southward at a great rate. In the evening it jumped the track and burnt over
a couple of townships on that side, thus keeping the Milk River detachment busy. They
controlled it so far, but the wind took it away from them to the south.

An employee of the A, R, and O, Co. has invented a machine for burning fire
guards, which has not turned out to be an unqualified success so far. The fuel is gaso-
lene, and the cost per mile is too high as yet for practical purposes.

DISICPLINE, CONDUCT, ETC.

It has been a puzzle sometimes to know how to get the work done with decreasing

numbers. .

Less than 3 men in the Little Bow country are of no use when they have to do

their own cooking, and the Pot Hole country is practically without supervision at all.

Tt would be premature to make a definite statement at this time, but I think it will
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transpire that an audacious theft of some 50 or 60 head of branded cattle has taken
place during the past autumn, and if so it is wmore than likely that the details were
carried out in the Pot Hole, where I would have placed a detachment a year ago, if I
had had the men available, vide my report of 1896.

DRILL, TARGET PRACTICE, ETC.

We have had no men to drill this year, but a good deal of interest was taken in
target practice. The town and barracks together contributed two teams to the Canadian
Military Rifle League, but our Winchesters are not reliable at even 400 yards. The
poor quality of the Dominion ammunition made results worse, and finally killed all
interest in the divisional target practice. Well known good shots fell short of their
accustomed scores by many points.

PHYSIQUE AND HEALTH.

There has been about double the amount of sickness in the division as compared
with last year, but there have been no fatalities or invalids.

Constable Nicholson came here from Macleod for treatment for rather more than
2 months, and Constable McKenzie, while en route to Macleod from Maple Creek, was
found to have pleurisy, and these two cases helped to swell our own large list. '

RE-ENGAGEMENTS, ETC.

Two staff sergeants, one sergeant and five constables have re-engaged during the
" year.

Two corporals and five constables have joined from, and one staff sergeant, one
corporal, and five constables have been transferred to other divisions. Of these, Staff
Sergeant Davie and three constables went to the Yukon.

One sergeant and 8 constables have taken their discharge on expiration of service.

DISMISSALS.

Three constables have been dismissed during the year.

DESERTIONS.

Constable Brandon deserted from pass on 24th May. I had been expecting him
to desert for some years, but he was so long in making up his mind that I thought he
had given up the idea. He is making a somewhat precarious living in Montana by
wolfing, and has tried to induce others to join him.

Constable Wright deserted on the night of the 31st July. He had had two attacks
of appendicitis within a short time, and may attribute his recovery therefrom to Doctor
Mewburn’s skill and attention. He would have been operated upon on the second
occasion, but for scarlet fever being in the air.

HORSES.

We have received but one remount during the year, viz, a wheeler for our gray
team, which I fear is on its last legs. The two little Oregon bred leaders, which have
been working steadily since 1888, are growing too old for fast work.

Reg. No. 1324, an old horse that has done a great deal of work, broke his near fore
leg above the fetlock while running on herd at St. Mary’s, on the 12th, March and had
to be destroyed.
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One of two horses which went to England for the jubilee died at sea, and one very
old saddle horse was sold to ex-Constable Randle for $15.

We have some horses that might be cast and sold, but there is no market for them
in this neighbourhood.

SADDLERY AND HARNESS.

I estimated last year for one new set of four-in-hand harness, and the saddler says
now that there are two sets which will require renewal next year. Ten collars are
almost beyond further work. The three new saddles we received from Calgary are
satisfactory. We require new stable halters, and reins.

FORAGE.

Contracts were let this year for fifty tons of hay in stack at $9.98, and fifty tons of
baled hay at $9.49 per ton. These prices are lower than usual. Baled hay is in great
demand by the contractors along the Crow’s Nest Railway and there was quite an oat
famine for some weeks. Our oats are costing us 39 cents per bushel.

TRANSPORT.

Qur heavy wagons are in a deplorable condition and we require at least two new ones

with the extreme probability of a third one being required in the spring. I estimated

- last year that two new ones would be required, but they were not supplied in consequence
of the contemplated reduction of the post.

Of six wagons at the various outposts, five are old and worn out and not fit for the
road. They merely answer the purpose of hauling manure from the stables, &c. That
at St. Mary’s requires a new box, which will be made here, and will then be in service-
able condition. Of the six wagons now in the post only one is fit for the road at the
time of writing. We have alnost incredible ditliculty in obtaining suitable material
for replacing broken and worn out spokes and felloes, and to that difficulty is attribut-
able part of the present trouble. The broad gauge Schuttler wagon is the most service-
able pattern for these parts, and the Hudson’s Bay Company are the only people who
deal in it ; whether it is that the makers do not like supplying spare parts or not, I
cannot say, but the fact remains that it is very difficult to get them.

Our light transport is in fair condition. I am asking for a new set of wheels
and axle arms for the double buckboard at Pendant d’Oreille, and for one new double
and one new single buckboard. The buckboards in the division have all been running
for many years, and the roads are hard on them.

CLOTHING.

The present scarcity of long boots would be alleviated if men could obtain on
repayment the English cavalry boots, of which a few pairs were sent here three years
ago. At $5 they were wonderful value for the money, and men would be only too glad
to buy them.

BARRACKS.

We have been steadily plodding along at barrack repairs as labour and opportunity
have allowed.

The division mess room has been replastered by outside labour at a cost of $97 (a
special grant for the purpose), and the room is now comfortable and sightly.

We have fortunately had a good carpenter, and out of the $600 grant for general
repairs we have tar-papered and re-sided the west front of the quartermaster’s store,
division office and the sergeants’ mess, together with the west ends of both stables.
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The west is the quarter of the prevailing winds. A serviceable porch has also been
built on to the quartermaster’s store, fronting westward. The building which contains
officers’ quarters No. 2 and the orderly room, has also been tar-papered and re-cided, and
the platform in front, which had become unsafe, has been replaced.

Minor repairs include a new roof for the icehouse; a new galvanized iron chimney
for the hospital, with repairs to the brickwork; a new chimney for officers’ quarters
No. 3; repairs to barracks and paddock, fences and gates, stable floors, roofs of black-
smith’s shop and orderly room, and plaster on wall of guard room.

The same $600 grant has furnished paint for all the resided buildings, as well as
for the officers’ quarters No. 3, the hospital and latrines.

I am sorry to say our painter is about to take his discharge on expiration of ser-
vice, for there still remains considerable work to be done on the stables and artisans’
shops.

pV\Te miss Staff Sergeant Davis's help when carpentering work is to be done, and our
loss is not alleviated by the news that his capabilities are much appreciated on the
Yukon.

TELEPHONES.

Early in the present year we assumed charge of the A.R. & C. Co.’s telegraph line
between Lethbridge and Macleod. It was converted into a telephone system, with
three instruments, one in this office, another in the orderly room at Macleod and a third
at Kipp detachment, halfway between the two places. When the Crow’s Nest branch '
was begun Mr. Haney, the manager of construction, asked if we could lend the line to
him for railway purposes. He undertook to do our work gratis, and to restore the
telephones and leave the line in good order on completion of his work. With your per-
mission this propesition was accepted, and it has been a great convenience to the public,
who could thus carry on their business by telegraph from the C.P.R. office, instead of
coming up here to telephone at no less inconvenience to us than themselves.

The Cardston telephone system is a great convenience when it is in working order,
which is not often.

I beg to inclose a return of criminal cases tried in this district, together with a
return of the distances travelled by the horses of the division during the past year, a
distribution state of the division during the summer of 1897, another of the division on
the 30th November, 1897, and a map of the district.

I also beg to inclose the reports of the medical officer and of the veterinary staft
sergeant.

I have to honour to be sir,
Your obedient servant,

R. BURTON DEANE,
Supt. Comdyg. “*K” Division.
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APPENDIX E.

ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT A. H. GRIESBACH, COMMAND-
ING «G” DIVISION, 1897.

NorTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE, “G” Division,

FoRT SASKATCHEWAN, 1lst December, 1897.
The Commissioner,
North-west Mounted Police,
Regina.

Sir,—I have the honour to submit the following as my annual report of “G”

Division and the district under my command for the year ended the 30th November,
1897.

GENERAL STATE OF THE DISTRICT.

Never, do I believe has this district been in such a prosperous and flourishing con-
dition as it is at present, the crops are abundant and have well ripened during the past
summer, and good markets are open for them in the south and west, viz., Kootenai
and the Crow’s Nest Road.

The merchants are busy handling the grain as it is brought from the thresher and
they (the merchants) are paying out cash this season to the farmer, a blessing he has
hitherto not had.

The Government creameries are all open for the winter, providing the farmers send
in a sufficient quantity of milk to pay expenses.

Stock owners are well provided with forage for the coming winter, their animals
are in good shape and beef is always saleable. .

The various towns and settlements in the district have responded to the flourishing
condition of their surroundings in many ways, grain warehouses have been erected or
rented, private residences have been enlarged, stores have been built, entertainments
are well patronized, and are more frequent than in the past, banks report paper met
promptly, and payments appear to be made with greater ease than ever before ; all of
which denotes prosperity.

Eight new elevators have been erected along the line of the Calgary and Edmonton
Railway between Red Deer and Edmonton this season. This record is one that is not
surpassed in many parts of Manitoba and the Territories, and should be accepted as
ample proof as to the value of the season’s crop and of the capabilities of the country
for the future.

Fur has been plentiful, over $200,000 worth being purchased in Edmonton,
exclusive of the Hudson’s Bay Co. '

During the season, besides the usual “ Grizzly ” workers, there have been in opera-
tion upon the Saskatchewan River, 12 dredges of various construction, some worked by
steam, some by horse power, others by hand, these dredges, with one or two exceptions
have made good pay, but it is impossible to give any figures as regards the quantities
taken out by them, as each dredge owner claimed that he had a ‘“Klondike” in his
machine, and they were all very reticent about giving any figures, but it is sufficient to
say that they are all going to work again next spring with improved machinery, ete.

A mining syndicate from Nebraska was operating a “concentrator” during the
latter part of the summer on & bar about three miles above Fort Saskatchewan. Their
machinery, consisting of three concentrating tables, separators, etc., was set up on the
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sand and was worked by electricity, the intention being to experiment during the
summer, and if the result of their experiments reached their expectations they intend
starting again in the spring. The result evidently was satisfactory, as their managing
director stated on leaving here that he would be back again in the spring with improved
machinery, and would build a boat and commence operations.

During the early spring the residents of that part of this district bordering on the
Saskatchewan River were put in a state of mild excitement owing to the fact that the
“black sand * lying upon the edges of the banks and on the bottom of the river was
found out to be more or less valuable, some process having been discovered by which it
can be successfully washed. A great number of claims were staked. The excitement
has somewhat abated but will, no doubt, arise again upon the advent of spring.

About $45,000 worth of gold was purchased by the banks and merchants of Ed-
monton during the past year, besides this amount there has no doubt, been a good deal
sent out of the country in other ways.

DETACHMENTS.

The division furnishes the following outposts, viz. :-—

Edmonton.

One officer, one non-commissioned officer, three constables, one interpreter, one
special constable and six horses.

South Edmonton.
The northern terminus of the Calgary and Edmonton Railway. One constable and
one horse,

St. Albert.

One non-commissioned officer and two horses.

Lac Ste. Anne.
One constable and one horse.
Beaver Lake.
One constable and twp horses.
" Wetaskiwin.

One constable and one horse. .
This place is a flourishing town on the line of the Calgary and EdmontonjRailway.

Red Deer.
One non-commissioned officer, one constable and four horses.
Edna.
One non-commissioned officer, one interpreter and two horses.
Innisfail.

One constable and one horse.
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Lammerton.
One constable, one horse.

Athabasca Landing.

One constable.
Lesser Slave Lake.

Two constables, one interpreter and two pack ponies.

Fort Chippewyan.

One constable.
PATROLS.

These permanent detachments patrol thoroughly the different districts in which
they are stationed.

Early in January last, a party consisting of Inspector A. M. Jarvis, Staff Sergeant
Hetherington and two dog drivers with dogs, visited Saddle Lake, Good Fish Lake,
Lac La Biche, Fort McMurray, Smith’s Landing, Fort Smith and Fort Resolution,
returning from Resolution to Chippewyan they proceeded via Fort Vermillion, and
Lesser Slave Lake to the Athabasca Landing, arriving back at Fort Saskatchewan about
the middle of April.

In July, Inspector A. E. Snyder, accompanied by constables Smith and McClelland
and guide W. Taylor, equipped with pack ponies, etec., left Edmonton to patrol the coun-
try to the Jasper Pass and to return via Lesser Slave Lake. They visited en route Lac
Ste Anne, the most westerly detachment of “G ” Division, Island Lake (this is the
locality where the murder occurred a year ago, and for which Kam-me-kow-gate and
Charlie Joachim were each sentenced to ten yearsin the penitentiary) and Jasper House,
Sturgeon Lake, Grand Prairie, Dunvegan, Peace River and Slave Lake in the unorgan-
ized portions of the Territories.

The, trails were for the most part bad, running through a country composed altern-
ately of burnt and fallen timber, green poplar and prairie, and traversing mile after
mile of bad muskeg. On the 28th of July the party crossed the McLeod River, which
is a considerable stream of 200 yards in width, with easy approaches, and from accounts
received appears to be rich in gold, and is worked by thé half-breeds from Lac Ste
Anne. The gold being found in pockets above high water mark, and not on bars below
high water mark as it is on the Saskatchewan, Athabasca and other gold producing
rivers. The party reached the Athabasca River at Cache Pecotte on 2nd August, and
the Jasper House on the 3rd, returning to Cache Pecotte the party picked up some of
the outfit that had been left there en route to Jasper House, and proceeded to Sturgeon
Lake, which they found to be a nice body of water, ten or twelve miles long by three or
four broad, containing quantities of whitefish. The country about the lake is prairie,
upon which many of the Indians have built houses as winter quarters. There are up-
wards of 40 houses, each with a garden in which very fine potatoes are grown.

From fifty miles south of this lake to the Little Smoky River the party travelled
on the trail which is used by parties en route to the Yukon, this trail was found to be
good. From Sturgeon Lake there are two trails one via Grand Prairie which is about
twenty miles the longer, the other direct to Dunvegan, the party travelled by the first
named, and on reaching the Grand Prairie found it to be a fine stretch of country twenty
by thirty miles, interspersed with lakes, creeks, etc. - The feed on the prairie is mag-
nificient and well adapted to cattle raising, and when a road is opened up the land will
no doubt be speedily taken up for that purpose.
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To the north of the prairie, between it and Spirit River is a timbered plateau 1,200
feet high, through which the Dunvegan trail runs; this trail is good. Dunvegan was
reached on the 13th September, and the patrol remained there until the 16th, when it
left for the Peace River, sixty miles distant over a good wagon road and through a
Prairie country. The Peace River was reached on the night of the 17th September,
and was found to consist of a settlement with a population of between 60 and 80 souls,
including the Church Missions, whites and half breeds.

From Peace River settlement to Peace River landing is a distance of 15 miles over
a hilly wagon road. The river at the landing is 500 yards broad and very deep. Just
above the landing is the confluence of the Big Smoky and Heart Rivers with the Peace,
both entering from the south. .

There is a wagon road from the landing to Lesser Slave Lake, distant about 96
miles ; leaving the landing there is a heavy grade of about 2 miles to the plateau above,
and the balance of the road is very bad, being worn into very deep holes from traffic.
The settlement at Lesser Slave Lake was reached on the 23rd September, and a stop
was made there until the 30th, when the party left for Edmonton via Fort Assiniboine,
reaching Edmonton on 15th October.

Two pack ponies and Horse Reg. No. 1875 were left behind, the latter on the Grand
Prairie, the ponies at Lesser Slave Lake.

When at the Big Smoky River, Constable Smith cut his foot severely with an axe,
Inspector Snyder dressed the wound and fixed the injured man as comfortably as possible
on a saddle with the cut foot elevated over the horse’s neck, and conveyed him to the Spirit
River, a journey of four days, from there to Slave Lake in a wagon, and from Slave Lake
to Athabasca landing in a canoe, from thence to Edmonton by trail. Constable Smith’s
.wound is now healed and he has returned to duty. .

Early in September last a party consisting of one officer, one constable, two Rayal
Military College graduates, and two packers and guides, with 31 pack ponies, left Ed-
monton to take the overland route to the Yukon via Lac Ste Anne, Sturgeon Lake and
Fort St. John.

In the same month a party consisting of T. W. Chalmers, North-west Government
Engineer, one non-commissioned officer, one constable and one guide, furnished with 9 pack
Ponies and two Red River carts, left Edmonton to locate a road to Lesser Slave Lake via,
old Fort Assiniboine. This party returned on the 7th of November and reported that a
road could be cut through over the route taken by them at very little cost.

Patrols from headquarters have visited Edna, Manawan, Crooked Rapids, Saddle
Lake, Goodfish Lake, Whitefish Lake, Hay Creek, Lac La Biche, Pigeon Lake and
numerous other small settlements.

Owing to the weakness of the division I could pot carry on sucha regular system
of patrols as I could wish, but the best was done with the means at my disposal.

ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT,

Any demands made on the police were promptly met and attended to. The usual
escorts were given and sent to the Hobbema, Stony Plain and Saddle Lake Agencies, the
Payments cn each of these agencies passed off in a quiet and orderly manner.

CRIME.

I should say, considering the rapid immigration, that crime is on the decrease, only
two cases of a serious nature having occurred in the district, one of murder, and one
which has not yet come to trial, of manslaughter, both cases are mentioned elsewhere.

The number of cases tried in the district in 1896 was 254, this year they amount
to 236 as per schedule attached.
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Classified summary of crimes in “ G ” division district, 1896-1897 :—

Offences against the administration of law and justice........ 2
Offences against religion, morals and public convenience. . . . ... 51
Offences against the person and reputation.................. 25
Offences against the rights of property,ete.................. 66
Offences against N.W. ordinances................. ........ 80
Offences under Indian Act...... . ......... e 12

Total.. . ... i .. 236

DISCIPLINE AND CONDUCT.
The discipline and conduct of the division during the past year has been good, the

number of breaches of discipline being very small.
One constable was dismissed.

DRILL, TARGET PRACTICE, ETC.
Owing to the weakness of the division and number of patrols sent out not much

drill was done except in the early spring, when all available men were put through .a
course of “setting up ” and “arm ” drill.

The annual target practice was gone on with as men were available.

LECTURES.

Lectures were delivered weekly during the winter months by Inspector Howard
and Veterinary Staff Sergeant Sweetapple.

PHYSIQUE.

The physique of the division was up to the standard.

CLOTHING AND KIT. .

The clothing and kit supplied is of good quality, but the long boots do not wear as
they should.

RECRUITS.

Two recruits were engaged here during the past year.

Six non-commissioned officers and seven constables re-engaged for a further term of
service, -

Eight constables were discharged in consequence of the expiration of their term of
service, two were allowed to purchase, one was dismissed and one deserted.

HEALTH.

The health of the division has been good. One case of scarlet fever and two cases
of measles occurred, but owing to the precautions taken these diseases did not spread.

HORSES.

The horses belonging to the division are in good order and condition. A number
of minor complaints and injuries occurred during the year, none, however, proving serious,
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except in the case of Reg. No. 2083, which broke its neck when picketed out at
Lamerton.

Ten horses were cast, sold and struck off the strength during the year.

To equip the Jasper patrol, 9 pack ponies were purchased, 31 for the Yukon over-
land patrol, and 3 for the Slave Lake patrol.

The horses on detachment were frequently inspected by Veterinary Staff-Sergeant
Swestapple, and have always been found to be well cared for.

The distance travelled by horses of this division during the past year was 153,709
miles, exclusive of over 2,000 miles covered by dogs, and the mileage for Inspector
Moodie’s party now en route to the Yukon via the overland route.

ARMS, AMMUNITION AND ARTILLERY.
The carbines of the division are in good order and repair, as are also the pistols.
All arms requiring repairs were sent to Regina, and have all been returned. I have no
artillery in iy charge. :

DESERTIONS.

One constable, viz., Reg. 1414, Constable J. H. Burke, deserted when on leave.

SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS.
The men of my division generally bank their money in one of the chartered banks,

only a few of them preferring the Government Savings Bank. The amount deposited
this year in the Dominion Savings Bank was $1,061.05.

HARNESS AND SADDLERY.

The harness is in good order and condition. The saddles are in fair order. All
repairs necessary to harness and saddlery are done by a local civilian saddler.

TRANSPORT.

N The transport is in good order and condition, none being bought or required dur-
the year.

FORAGE.

The contract prices of oats this year are as follows, viz. :—

Fort Saskatchewan............ ... ......... 26 cents per bush.

Edmonton.......coi vt v ciinenn.n. 23 do do

RedDeer......coovvinnnninnininiiinnnn, 334 do  do
The hay is of good quality and costs at :

Fort Saskatchewan...... ................. $6 00 per ton.

Edmonton. ... ...ooiiireiiiniinineinnan. 500 do

St. Albert (no contract, purchased as required.) 3 50 do

FUEL.

Wood is used at Fort Saskatchewan all over the barracks with the exception of
the latrines, hospital, canteen and engine house, in which places coal is burned.
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Contract price for wood at :

Fort Saskatchewanis.... .......... ... ... ..., &1 40 per cord.

St. Albert .. ... .. .. 150 do
Coal costs at :

Fort Saskatchewan..... ... ..., ..o tineninnnn $2 75 per ton.

Edmonton .. .. ... e 175 do

TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE LINES.

The Government Telegraph Service has a wire running from Edmonton, east via
Battleford to Qu’Appelle, with offices at Fort Saskatchewan (village), Fort Saskatchewan
(barracks), Victoria, Saddle Lake, Moose Creek, Onion Lake and Fort Pitt.

During the year a wire was stretched from Saddle Lake to Father Lacombe’s half-
breed co]ony at Egg Lake (north.)

The Roman Catholic Mission has a telephone line of their own running from the
Bishop’s Palace in St. Albert to the church at Morinville, near Little Egg Lake, a
distance of 12 miles.

The town of Edmonton has a complete telephone system, having connection with
St. Albert and South Edmonton.

FIRE PROTECTION.

A fire engine, complete with all necessary hose appliances, etc., is kept in a small
building situated in the centre of the barrack square, and in close proximity to all
bulldmos except the hospital.

A tank which holds over 2500 gallons of water is situated under the engine house,
and is kept filled from a well close to it and under the same roof.

The necessary precautions are taken against fire, the buildings all being supplied
with babcocks, fire buckets, water barrels, ete.

WATER SUPPLY.

Saskatchewan River water is still used for all purposes here and at Edmonton.
There are two wells at this post but the water is not used for drinking purposes.

ROADS.

The roads in this part of the district are for the most part good and passable, much
good work having beendone by statute labour, and also by the North-west Government,
under the supervision of Engineer T. W. Chalmers.

The grades leading to the ferry here have aiso been much improved by the ferry
commlttee

The trail leading from Edmonton to the Athabasca Landing was surveyed during
the summer. '

Some complaints were received re settlers fencing up old trails, these complaints
were turned over to the local member of the district, in each case.

BRIDGES.

The bridges in this district, have in many cases been overhauled and repaired, some
are still in need of repair and have been brought to the notice of the Territorial Engineer.
A combined traffic and railway bridge is now in course of construction across the
Saskatchewan River at Edmonton, which, when finished, will be a source of great con-
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Vvenience to the combined town of Edmonton and South Edmonton, as well as to the
district generally.

FERRIES.

There were five ferries in operation in this district during the past year, viz., two
at Edmonton, one at Victoria, one at Crooked Rapids and one at Fort Saskatchewan.
The last mentioned waspurchased by the North-west Government during the year from Mr.
Joseph Lamoureux, and is now run under the management of a committee taken from
some of the prominent business men in the village, and the crossings are now much
cheaper than in former years.

A bridge being in course of construction at Edmonton, will do away with the ferries
at that point when finished.

LIQUOR LAWS.

The license system is in vogue in some parts of the district. Infractions of the
law as regards the selling of liquor to Indians, etc., have been dealt with and the
offenders punished. Permits for over 250 gallons of wine and whisky were cancelled
by members of my command doing duty in the prohibited districts.

GLANDERS AND LUMPY JAW,

In several parts of the district glanders was found to exist. Staff Sergeant
SWeetappIe visited several farms at Innisfail, Dried Meat Lake and Edmonton, and in
all cases where the disease was found to exist, the animals were destroyed and the
Usual instructions as to proper disinfecting given. I believe the disease is now thor-
oughly stamped out.

In the following districts individual cases of “Lumpy Jaw ” were found, viz. :—
Innisfa,il, Lacombe, Wetaskiwin, South Edmonton and surrounding locality. In each
cage where the disease was in an advanced stage the animals were destroyed, and in the
earlier stages of the disease, treatment was prescribed and the animals quarantined
until recovery occurred.

An outbreak of “symptomatic” anthrax occurred atStony Plain in February, prompt
action being taken, the disease was confined to one farm, so no serious loss resulted.

In October, Staff-Segt. Sweetapple visited Wimbleton District, where some cattle had
died suddenly, and on an examination he found that the animals in question had died
from anthrax. The carcases of these animals were ordered to be burnt, and instructions
given to the settlers to remove all cattle from the low, wet and swampy locality to
Where it was higher and dry. Since then no further deaths have occurred.

Several settlers living near Ponoka have lost a number of horses, and on Staff-Segt.

Sweetapple’s visit there he found the disease from which they were suffering to be
typhoid fever. Instructions were given as to care and treatment, which latter was not
very successful owing to the fact that the stock affected were for the most part young,
and resisted violently any attempt to handle them. .
. Staff Sergeant Sweetapple visited Hay Lakes in May last for the purpose of apply-
Ing the “tuberculin” test to a number of cattle there, but found they had not been
handled sufficiently, and their surrroundings were most unfavourable to a satisfactory
test. He reports the cattle in good condition and apparently in the best of health.

SETTLEMENT AND AGRICULTURE.

Immigration this year has been fair only, but owing to good crops and the general
Prosperity of the district, I anticipate during the coming year the advent of a large

;lll:mber of & good class of settlers, and all the information I have points to this being
e case.
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The crops throughout the district were abundant and good, both in yield and
quality. Potatoes were not such a good crop as last year. Stock has all done well and
beef animals are being disposed of at enhanced prices.

Several new steam threshers have been purchased by different persons and put to
work, and from all I can learn there is work for several more. The good crops and
growing prosperity of the country have had the effect of causing the farmers to invest in
improved farm machinery, and I understand that the dealers in agricultural machinery
are well pleased with the result of the year’s operations. Outside of the sales made by
the Massey-Harris Company, about $30,000 worth of implements, machinery, etc., was
sold in the district, during the past season.

RANCHING PROSPECTS.

There are no ranches of any size in the district, all the cattle being owned by

farmers who have bunches ranging from 25 to 300 head. Several farmers own small
flocks of sheep.

CREAMERIES.

There are several creameries in operation in my district, and I have been informed
that they have been most successful this year, and that there is every prospect of
increasing the industry during the coming year.

The creamery at Edmonton shows an output from the 7th of June to the 3th Octo-
ber of 27,380 1bs. of butter.

The Red Deer creamery turned out 30,154 lbs. of butter during the season.

There are two private cheese factories in the Iclandic settlement near Red Deer
which turned out over 10 tons of cheese during the past season.

Separating stations have been established at Bowden, on the line of the Calgary
and Edmonton Railway, during the season, alto at Fort Saskatchewan.

GAME.

Ducks and geese are fairly plentiful this year. Prairie chicken and rabbits scarce,
but increasing. Moose, elk and deer are said to be plentiful in the Beaver Hills and
other wooded portions of the district, such as the Athabasca and Lac la Nonne countries.

FISHERIES.

The police have rendered every assistance to the fishery overseer in this district, and

in several instances act as fish guardians, and asa result I am told that fish are again on
the increase.

Good catches of whitefish were made at Lac La Biche, Whitefish Lake and Saddle
Lake. The latter was supposed to have been exhausted.

GENERAL EQUIPMENT.

The equipment is in good order and repair and sufficient for our present needs.

DEATHS.

I regret to say that Mrs. Howard, wife of Inspector Howard, died here on the 15th
of August last.
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BARRACK FURNITURE.

Boards and trestles are still in use in this division.

The barrack rooms are well supplied with benches, tables, etc., made by our own
carpenter.

During the past year the mess room has been furnished with new tables, fitted on
to iron frames, also chairs, both common and arm.

1 strongly recommend that iron cots be supplied for use of the men, they would be
healthier, cleaner and cheaper and would add greatly to the appearance of the rooms.

DRAINS.,

The drains have been inspected and repaired where necessary.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BARRACKS.

: I have little to report on this head. No new buildings have been erected during
the past year.

A new floor was laid in Nos. 1 and 2 barrack rooms.

A large porch was added to the division kitchen, at the back of the mess room.

The stable floors were repaired whenever necessary.

IMPROVEMENTS STILL NECESSARY.

New quarters for use of an inspector are badly needed, alsoa new guard-room, the
present one being totally unfit to meet the requirements.
The sergeants’ mess and quarters require new foundations, new floors and to be

sided. :

. A small kitchen built on to the hospital would be a great convenience, and add to
1ts efficiency.

INDIANS.

The conduct of the Indians in this district has, on the whole, been gooed, and I
understand that they are in a fairly prosperous condition.

The only serious crime committed was the murder of a squaw on the Stony Plain
Reserve, for which a man named ‘“Muskego” was arrested, committed for trial and
acquitted at the last sitting of the Supreme Court at Edmonton.

.

RELIEF TO HALF-BREEDS.

No relief to half-breeds has been given by me during the past year, neither have
any cases of destitution been brought to my notice.

RAILWAYS.

There is only one railway in my district <.e., the Calgary and Edmonton branch of
the Canadian Pacific Railway, which up to the 1st of November last, ran two trains
weekly between Edmonton and Calgary, since then, however, a third one has been put
on, but which does not carry mails.

CANTEEN.

Is still open, but owing to the small number of men at headquarters, it is not
possible to make it pay expenses, and it will necessarily soon be closed, unless the
strength of the division is increased. 7
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PRAIRIE FIRES.

Owing no doubt to the increased carefulness exhibited by the average settler and
the freighters, also to the instructions and warnings given to new comérs by the police
and the newly appointed fire guardians, I am happy to say that the damage and loss
incurred by prairie fires during the past season was comparatively small.

Fires were seen starting up on several different occasions along the line of the Calgary
and Edmonton Railway, and the supposition is that they were started by sparks from
the engine. I am, however, waiting instructions from you, and also for more information
in these cases before taking proceedings.  The only damage done by the above mentioned
fires was to grazing lands, and a few rails burnt. )

There were 17 convictions obtained against different parties during the season, for
setting out prairie fires and leaving camp fires burning, or not extinguishing them
properly. Fourteen cases were dismissed and one man was allowed to go on suspended
sentence. :

Inspector Jarvis obtained three convictions on his northern trip against persons for
setting fire to the bush. On the Upper Peace River he found especially that vast fires
had driven off the game and consequently improvished many of the Indians. The
Indians themselves have been known to burn off moose ranges and consequently large
tracts of country.

Travellers of all kinds, including missionaries of every denomination, traders and
Hudson Bay Co’s. servants, prior to the advent of Inspector Jarvis and the police into
the unorganized portions of the North-west Territories, were very careless as regards
leaving their camp fires burning, but the repeated warnings given to them and other
travellers by our men stationed in the north, have greatly lessened the evil.

T have again to complain of the tardiness and unwillingness of settlers in some parts
of my district in turning out to fight fire, they imagine they should only be called out
when their own particular poperty is in danger. The recent appointment of fire
guardians throughout the different settlements should be the means of settlers being
more promptly at the scene of the fire, than when members of the force had to ride long
distances to ascertain the locality of the fire.

It is my conviction that the general origin of fall fires is the burning of guards
around stacks. An amendment to the ordinance prohibiting the lighting of fires,
except for domestic purposes, during the day, 7.c. between sunrise and sunset, would
tend to lessen the evil, as parties burning guards could better watch the flames then
than in the daylight.

OCCURRENCES AND INCIDENTS.

The Honourable the Minister of the Interior visited Edmonton on the 15th of
November, travelling by the regular train. He attended a public meeting held at
Robertson’s Hall, Edmonton, and was present at a banquet given by the Board of Trade
of Edmonton, in the evening of the day of his arrival. He proceeded south by the
regular train next day.

On the 2!st of June all available men, accompanied by the band, marched to
Edmonton for the purpose of assisting in the celebration of Her Most Gracious Majesty’s
Diamond Jubilee, which I am happy to say passed off most successfully. Before re-
turning to headquarters, the division was entertained at a banquet tendered by Major
McDougall, of Edmonton, at which you were present.

In connection with the Diamond Jubilee, I may mention that two members of my
division, viz: Staff-Sergeant Brooke, A.R., and Sergeant Byrne, G. W, had the honour
?f taking part in the jubilee procession held in London, England, on the 22nd of June,

897.

On the 10th of June last, Veterinary Safft Sergeant Sweetapple was sent to
Calgary for the purpose of meeting the Dominion Veterinarian, Dr. McEachran,—while
there Sweetapple underwent an oral and written examination on different subjects in
connection with his profession, the result 08f which was that he was appointed a veter-
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inary inspector for this district, for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of the
Animals Contagious Diseases Act.

During the month of June, owing to the unprecedented rains, the river rose to an
abnormal height, carrying away the ferry cable, and the ferry itself was carried down
the river a considerable distance, before it was recovered. This state of affairs caused
considerable amount of inconvenience to the settlers living on both sides of the river,
but fortunately no lives were lost.

During the season the Hudson’s Bay Company’s steamer, the “ North-west” made
two trips from Prince Albert to Edmonton, and one from Edmonton to Victoria, with
the casings and appliances for the oil boring oper~tions now going on at that point.

Boring for oil is also going on at the Pelican Rapids, a point 100 miles down the
Athabasca River from the “ Landing.” The plant with which the work is being done
was moved from the Athabasca Landing after three years’ unsuccessful trial, but I am
given to understand that the indications at both Victoria and Pelican Rapids are most
Promising.

At 1 oclock a.m., of the 16th July, when at Edmonton, I was called up and in-
formed that an Indian woman named “ Emma ” or “Little Duck ” had been found dead
on Stony Plain, with every indication of having been murdered. I immediately des-
patched a constable and an interpreter to the scene of the alleged murder, directing the
constable to send me a report of what information he could gather as early as possible.
Adout noon of the same day I received his report, and on seeing the nature of it, I
notified the coroner to go out, taking a jury with him, as it would be impossible to get
one at the place where the murder was committed. I also considered it necessary that
an avtopsy -should be held ; this was done, an inquest was also held, and a verdict of
‘“death by strangulation ” returned.

From information received, I considered it adviseable to arrest one “Muskego’,” a
half-breed, who had been living with “Little Duck” and who had been seen quarrelling
with her on the day of the murder, and who had disappeared prior to the discovery of
the woman’s body. It was some days before “Muskego” could be located, but at mid-
night on the 17th July, he was arrested by Corporal Macdonald and Constable Harding,
1n a shack near South Edmonton.

I held a preliminary investigation and committed him for trial at the next sitting
of the Supreme Court to be held at Edmonton.

On the 16th October last he was acquitted of murder and released.

On the 31st of October, one Fred Belter, a youth, 14 years of age, was committed for
trial on a charge of manslaughter.

It appears that he and another boy about 16 years old, named Newbold, were
engaging in a friendly wrestling match ; Belter, who was getting the worst of it, got angry
and taking out his pocket knife stabbed Newbold in the neck, severing the outside
veins, from the effects of which wound Newbold died next day. :

Belter is now in the guardroom here awaiting trial.

On the 10th of August a man named Jules Marois was found dead on the trail
near St. Albert.

Coroner Braithwaite was notified by Corporal Casault, he proceeded to examine the

y and make inquiries into the case, but did not consider an inquest necessary.

On the 19th of August a young married Galician woman named Wytas was brought

to the barracks from Edna settlement, suffering from a gun shot wound in the left

reast, accidentaly inflicted by a young boy who was cleaning a shot gun. The wound
Wwas dressed by Dr. Aylen, who made the woman as comfortable as possible and sent her
on to Edmonton to the General Hospital there. She lingered for several days, but ulti-
Mately died from the effects of the wound.

On the evening of the same date (19th*August) an ex-Policeman named John Mew-

hort was found lying on the prairie about three miles from the barracks ina dying condition,

© having been badly burned by a prairie fire, which he had started himself, he was also
Suffering from the effects of a sunstroke which he had evidently received during the
afternoon.

From what could be learned from him it appears that he was working at his hay,
the day was a very warm one, and being overcome by the heat and not feeling very well
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he hitched up his team determining to go home, after getting into his wagon (which had
some loose hay in it), he attempted to light his pipe, after this he remembered nothing.

My opinion is, that the hay in the wagon got on fire from the match which he used
in his endeavour to light his pipe, the team (which was a young one)seeing the flame from
the burning hay, ran away, and threw him out, the hay scattering about setting fire to
the prairie. The team ultimately ran into a tree, and broke loose from the wagon, which
was badly smashed up, and the box burned by the fire.

Mewhort was brought into barracks, taken to the hospital and carefully attended
to by Dr. Aylen, who succeeded in bringing him around, dressing the wounds which
were very severe. For some days he appeared to get better, a change took place, how-
ever, and he gradually got weaker until he died, on the 18th of October.

Owing to Mewhort’s condition when found, and afterwards, it was not possible to
send him to the General Hospital at Edmonton.

On the 30th August my chief interpreter, Charles Henderson, had his right arm
broken in Edmonton, whilst assisting to brand pack ponies, he is now almost well.

On the 6th November, the steam saw and grist mill owned by Mr. Brox, of
Wetaskiwin, and situated about six miles north from there, on the Big Stone Creek,
was totally destroyed by fire, together with 400 bushels of wheat and some logs and
lumber.

The burning of this mill will be a great loss to the community, as they got their
flour for home use ground there, also their logs sawn, now they will have to go®o
Edmonton, a distance of 40 miles. ‘

A woman named Mrs. Lilac, wife of a half-breed living on the Battle River, came
to her death on the 25th of September last, by eating some poisonous roots, supposed to
have been parsnips.

Constable McGillycuddy investigated this case, and as there were no grounds to
suspect foul play, and no suspicious circumstances in connection with her death, it was
considered unnecessary to hold an inquest.

On the 4th of October, it was reported to Constable JlcGillycuddy that a boy named
Brederson, living at Meeting Creek, had been missing since the 2nd inst., upon which
date the boy had left his home to hunt for some cattle. The settlers turned out en masse
and assisted by the police, scoured the country for the youth, who found his way home
the following day (5th inst.), having been three whole days without food.

On the 6th October, Mr. Gee, a settler living four miles east of Red Deer, lost his
house and its contents through a spark having set fire to it.

An inquest was held by Dr. Donovan, on the 26th March, at Tindastol settlement
near Red Deer, upon the body of one James Fausett, who died suddenly on the 20th
March. The jury assembled returned a veidict of death from natural causes.”

On the 24th of May, a settler named Wade, of Horseshoe Lake, near Innisfail, had
his stables, corrals and implements destroyed by fire, which was supposed to have been
caused by one which had been used for branding purposes spreading to a manure pile
during the afternoon, in the absence of every one. Loss $1,000.

On the 30th September, one John Wells, a settler living at Wavy Lake, died
suddenly on his farm. Dr. George, coroner, having been notified by Constable Hether-
ington of the event, went out and saw the deceased, and granted a “ warrant to bury.”
No inquest was thought necessary.

On the 5th. October, I received instructions from you to try and locate one E. E.
Atkinson, an ex-army officer, who was supposed by his parents to have come to
grief somehow, they not having heard from him since the spring of the present year.
After some difficulty I located the man, who was working on the river, mining, about
twelve miles from here. I reported the cirgumstances to you on the 28th Qctober Iast.

On the 14th August, I received a wire to the effect that the body of a man had
been found in the Saskatchewan River at Edmonton. On inquiry it turned out to be
one Robert McMillan, a school teacher from Stony Plain, who had beea working up the
river. It appears he left the place at which he was working on « raft, steering it with
a long-handled mining shovel. On passing the mouth of Conjuring Creek he was seen
trying to make his way to shore, using the shovel as a paddle. This was the last seen
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of him until his body was taken from the river at Edmonton, and identified by his
friends from Stony Plain, who are looking after his estate.

~ On the 23rd of April, one John Gallahan, who was undergoing a term of imprison-
ment for vagrancy, died in the hospital here, suffering from an abscess on his knee.

The district has been pretty well free from disease or sickness during the past year.
An outbreak of scarlet fever at Battle Lake, in the Wetaskiwin District, occurred
during the year, but it was confined to two families and was prevented from spreading
owing to instructions given the inhabitants of the district, by myself, through the con-
stable stationed at Wetaskiwin.

A cot was set up in the Edmonton General Hospital on the 1st November, and it
is to be beld at the disposal of the officer commanding this district for the space of two.
years from that date, and to be for the use of ex-policemen. The men of the division
voted the “Jubilee ” grant of 50 cents per man made them for this purpose.

The following new post offices have been openeii during the year:—
Ponaka. —Near the crossing of the Battle River, on the Calgary and Edmeonton
trail, on section 4, township 43, range 24, west 4th. ’

Whitford.—At Egg Lake (or Whitford Lake) on section 36, township 56, range
16, west 4th.

Beaumont.-—~White Mud District, on section 26, t;)wnship 50, range 24, west 4th.
Riviere.—Egg Lake District, section 18, township 55, range 26, west 4th.

Ellerslie.—An old Indian Reserve, south of Edmonton, section 29, township 51,
range 24.

Egg Lake.—Near Egg Lake, north on section 28, township 56, range 26, west 4th
meridian.

The division was inspected by yourself on the 30th December, 1896, and on the
23rd June, 31st August and 27th November, 1897, and by the assistant commissioner
on the 6th February, 1897.

During the past year I have had three officers under my command, viz., Inspectors
Snyder, Howard and Jarvis.

Tnspector Snyder made a most successful and important patrol of nearly three
months duration into the Jasper Pass and Peace River districts.

Inspector Jarvis early in January last proceeded with dogs to the Athabasca Dis-
trict, visiting several of the H. B. Company’s forts. This was a hard trip and a new

eparture in police work and duties. He had several offenders against the laws and
ordinances brought before him, whom in some instances he fined, and in others cautioned.
I understand that the patrol was productive of great good.

Inspector Howard is now attached to “ F” Division, Prince Albert.

Before closing this report, I think it is my duty to point out for your information
the fact that owing to the weakness of my division, the district over which I have
Supervision, has not been policed as it should have been. The population has been
largely increased, and is steadily increasing, the increase consisting as it does of the
farming class, means a greater number of people to be visited by the patrols, I therefore
trust that the division will shortly be brought up to sufficient strength to meet the
increased work.

The discovery of the rich gold fields in the Yukon and Peace River districts has
given a great impetus to business in Edmonton and vicinity, caused by the ever increas-
ing numbers of people who are outfitting there and going into the north by this route.

In connection with this Yukon rush, I would observe that a great number of these
travellers are of all countries and of a mixed class, and going as they are through an
unorganized and Indian country, fully armed, trouble may ensue.

I would further point out that no treaties have been made with the Indians whose
country these people are going through, and I am informed that they look with distrust
on the influx of whites.

In view of these facts, I think that the sooner definite arrangements are made for
the proper protection of this route by the establishment (about 400 miles north of

mouton) of a police division with the attendant outposts, the bettet it will be.
15—6
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Although during the past year the division has been very weak, yet, I am glad to
say that I have been well supported and assisted by all ranks in the carrying out of the
various duties which had to be performed.

I forward herewith the annual medical and veterinary reports, musketry returns,
patrol map, criminal returns, estimates from the Q.M. Department, distribution state,
and a return from Staff Sergt. Sweetapple, showing the work performed by him during
the season on account of the Department of Agriculture.

T have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

A. H. GRIESBACH.
Supt. Commanding G ” Division & District.
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APPENDIX G.

ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT G. B. MOFFATT, « A” DIVISION

NorTtr-wEsT MOUNTED POLICE,
MarLE CrEEK, 1st December, 1897.

The Commissioner,
North-west Mounted Police.
Regina.

Sir,—I bave the honour to submit this my report of this district for the past year.

Not being transferred to the command of “ A ” Division until the 1st of October
last, I have practically no personal knowledge of what has taken place in the district,
and am relying upon the official records for the information contained below.

From present indications the district appears to be in a most prosperous condition ;
cattle have gone into the winter in better condition than usual; beef sales have been
large, and prices realized have been better than in former years, consequently more
money in circulation. ,

Upwards of $40,000 has been paid for beef for shipment east in the village of
Maple Creek alone, and at Medecine Hat and Swift Current combined, $20,000 or there-
abouts. ’

Calf crops this season were not up to what might have been expected, owing in the
first place to a scarcity of serviceable bulls on the ranges, several of the largest owners
close herding their breeding stock in remote places, to ensure using their own bulls, and
partly to cows being continually harried and worried by steers, of which large numbers
have been imported into the district, though the larger numbers are American steers
which are continually straying across the line to this side.

These latter mingling with the Canadian cattle cause much annoyance and loss to
settlers, principally of course on the south side of_ tpe Hills ; the loss consisting of time
expended in cutting out these intruders and driving them off, and in some instances
loss of property in the shape of hay destroyed, fences broken, &c., &c.

On the subject of American cattle I will report more fully further on.

The winter, since last report from this district, was severe, in fact the storms of last
November exceeded in severity anything ever seen before in the history of settlement
during this month ; happily a Chinook in December, and another in January broke
the sameness to a considerable extent, otherwise the cattle on this range would be
fewer by some thousands than they now are, and the cattlemen crippled financially for
an indefinite period, as none of them had hay enough to feed their animals, commencing
as the winter did, fully a month or six weeks earlier than usual in this district, and
last.ing until well on in March, with the exception of the two breaks mentioned.

As it turned out the loss was not more than an ordinary one, a few old cows and
weaklings succumbing to the severity of the cold, which at one time in January, and
again in February registered 42° below zero.

The industry of sheep grazing is increasing in this district, and appears to be very
profitable for those engaged in it, they having a twofold means of realizing a profit,
namely, through the sale of wool, and the sale of sheep for mutton, some of the sheep.
owners in this neighbourhood, having from a very small beginning a few years ago,

cowe in very comfortable circumstances.

Figures are given in another paragraph of shipments made from this district.

The number of horses has materially decreased. Last year everybody who had
horges for sale, shipped and drove them out for sale or to trade for cattle, east and
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north : This year it has been repeated on a smaller scale, until now, there is no ranch
in the neighbourhood with one exception, that carries mnore than 200 head.

The Oxarart Company, which were the largest horse owners, have dissolved partner-
ship and gone out of business as a firm dealing in horses ; and since the death of the
senior member of the company, Mr. M. Oxarart, the stock (principally cattle), has
been disposed of.

Beef buyers have been frequently through the district, and prices paid were good ;
all shipments being eastwards for old country and eastern Canadian markets, with one
exception, that was a shipment made to Dyea, Alaska, to be driven over the Dalton Trail
to Dawson City. It consisted of three carloads of beef cattle, and one carload of horses
to be utilized as pack animals.

This venture was made by E. Fearon, Esq., M.L.A. for this electoral district.

I have not yet heard whether the trip was successfully accomplished or otherwise.
An ex-policeman himseif, he was accompanied by three other ex-police as assistants.

There is little to be said regarding any industries engaged in other than the raising
of live stock. Farming is not indulged in, except in a very small way. Some few crops
of grain in the Medicine Hat neighbourhood were said to be very good, and the root and
vegetable yield was noted as excellent at the fall fairs of the agricultural societies, both
at Medicine Hat and at this place ; but it is all made subservient to the raising and
feeding of animals, as the grain used is nearly all imported for local requirements.

Owing to a rather dry season in the eastern portion of the district, the hay crop
was light, but from the Ten Mile detachment, westwards, frequent showers on the hills
produced a Juxuriant crop of grass, of which large quantities were cut by settlers in that
locality, and as no early frosts came, it is well cured for winter feed.

No cases of the disease among cattle mentioned in report of last year as “ Hoof
Rot” have come under our notice this season. It was probably only of a temporary
character, curable by change from a wet to a dry range.

SHIPMENTS of Live Stock, &c., from Maple Creek District.

i
From ) Cattle. ' Horses. | Sheep. | Wool.
i Tons.
Maple Creek ... .. . . .. e 2,465 | 305 | 4,645 22
Walsh ... ... ... U Tz a2 | siea8 15
Crane Lake...... . ... ... . 0 ot e e e 21 591 4
Gull Lake......... .. ... . .. ..o ceiana. e e e Peveo | 1,000 6
Swift Current... ..... L e e e e e ! 190 ... . | 2,805 32
Medicine Hat.......... ........ .. e e e 2,032 86 | 1,020 5
Totals......... e 5,208 Sl4 133w [ 8

To | Cattle. I:Horses. Sheep.

|

‘ I
*MapleCreek ...... ... ... ... G e ] 22620 98 ...,
Colley ... ........ .. ... ... R e i TR
Orane Lake . ... . . .. ... .0 o0 e N (L2 S S
Gull Lake...... . ........ ... e e e R e 5 1. L.
Swift Current..... e e e e wo ...,
Medicine Hat........... ........... e e e e 8120
ot . . e e | 11,446 98 .......

*Eight hundred head more cattle than above were brought by settlers arriving by trail from Manitoba
and eastern portion of Territories, and one hundred more horses.
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AMERICAN CATTLE

Still continue to drift over on this side of the line, and are a source of annoyance
and trouble to settlers here.

The two line riders employed last November, were unable to successfully cope
with the number of these animals that were in the country, as owing to hard weather,
it was an impossibility to drive them any distance ; all that cou!d be done was to cut
“them out and drive them away from around ranches where they were eating up feed,
and generally a nuisance. Toward spring they were gathered and in June last a
round up ffom Montana arrived, and worked out all that could be found and drove
them out of the country, our line riders and representatives of the various Canadian
Cattlemen accompanying the round up to check what brands were taken.

Four thousard and thirty-five (4,035) head were taken out in July and driven
across the line, and in August when haying was in progress, it was reported that
despite the efforts of the line riders, American steers were again swarming into the
country.

Mr. Survant, of Malta, Montana, was written to, and informed of the facts, in
response he sent over another party of seven men with 105 horses, who again rounded
up all the American animals they could find, this time some three thousand (3,000) head
which were taken across the line below East End.

‘The brands mostly running on this side in the direction of East End are the pro-
perty of the Bloom Cattle Co., of Malta, Montana, of which the Mr. Survant abov
mentioned is foreman, they keep a line rider on this side, who stays at Pollock’s
ranch near East End, and who works with our man Burgess.

Towards Ten Mile, and west of that detachment, the cattle of the Shonkin and
Marias ranges are the intruders, and although Mr. Prueitt, secretary of the Montana
Live Stock Association, has been written to, no line rider to co-operate with our man
has been put on.

1 would suggest the employment of another line rider to be stationed at Pendant
d’Oreille, or better still, at Many Berries Creek, as large numbersof American cattle
drift in between Willow Creek on the east and Milk River on the west, and the dis-
tance between Ten Mile, where Line Rider Nicol is stationed, and Writing on Stone, where
the «“ K ” Division man is, is 120 miles, a large tract for two men to keep cattle out of.

A patrol made by Constable Purvis and Line Rider Nicol into that country a short
time ago, resulted in their gathering and driving across the line over three thousand
head, all picked up near Willow and Sage Creeks.

GENERAL.

As far as T have learned nothing further has been done about the matter reported
on May 21st, referring to the importation of stockers purchased in Ontario to the dis-
trict by a Montana cattleman, who is running some six hundred (600) head of young
steers on Many Berries Creek, near the boundary line. That in itself is not a repre-
hensible action, but when the same brand is permitted to be used on this side of the
line as he uses on the other side, not 40 miles away, and he is thus able to run his
American or Canadian cattle where he pleaces, the affair assumes a different complexion.

There is no doubt in the minds of the people here cognizant of the facts, that the
purchase of these stockers in Ontario was a well-laid plan to prevent any opposition on
the part of the authorities here to his American cattle being grazed in Canada.

The matter of his being allowed to record this brand in Canada was represented to
the recorder at Macleod, but it is not known here whether he was allowed to use it or
not; the cattle were branded with it when unloaded from the cars and still carry it
and no other.

There is nothing to prevent a stockman who has cattle on each side of the line,
Which bear the saine brand, rounding up what are required in Montana, driving them in
here from slontana and so avoid paying any customs duty by saying they are Ontario
stockers.
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If such practices are carried out they might very easily be stopped by simply not
allowing any brand in use in Montana to be recorded or used here.

Your attention is drawn to this matter, as it is reported that others in Montana,
finding their ranges eaten off, are endeavouring to get a foothold in the Territories tor
their cattle.

The above is one of my reasons for suggesting that a line rider should be stationed
at Many Berries Creek.

CRIME.

A prisoner, George Wood, who was arrested for theft at Medicine Hat, and who
there escaped from arrest, was recaptured, and sentenced to four months’ imprisonment.
He escaped from our guard-room here on the evening of December 22nd ; a vigorous
search was instituted, but the night was very dark and he got away ; he was recaptured
at Irvine Station on evening of 23rd, brought back and sentenced to six months ad-
ditional imprisonment for escaping from custody ; this prisoner was released from our
guard-room by the clemency of His Excellency the Governor General, on June 22nd.

In connection with the above escape and recapture, an information was laid against
a C. P. R. pumpman at Kincarth Tank, for aiding this prisoner to escape by giving
false information to the police in pursuit of him, who were directly on his track. The
man (Jos. Nelson) was committed for trial by Inspectors White-Fraser and Moodie,
J.Ps., a “nolle prosequi ” was, however, entered by the Crown prosecutor.

A Half-breed, (Alex. Cayon), was arrested at Medicine Hat on 19th February,
1897, for killing a steer and stealing the carcase thereof, the property of C. Y. ranch,
near Langevin ; the animal with others, had been struck by a train and injured slightly,
the prisoner killed the steer and was caught red-handed by Mr. Bredin, foreman of the
ranch. He was committed for trial and convicted before the judge of Supreme Court
sitting at Medicine Hat on 10th, and sentenced to three months’ i mprisonment with
hard labour in Regina jail.

P. E. Blaky, a Canadian Pacific Railway baggageman, was arrested in Medicine
Hat and tried before Inspector Moodie at Maple Creek, on 17th of March, 1897, on
information furnished to Staff-Sergeant Richards by Mr. Jansen, a detective of New York
City, employed by the management of the Canadian Pacific Railway to work upon
various cases of theft from the baggage of passengers.

The detective laid-a trap for the thieves by placing amongst clothing, etc., in a
portmanteau covered with steamship and foreign railroad labels, a quantity of appar-
ently valuable jewellery, furs, etc., all marked privately in a peculiar manner.

His baggage was intact when examined at Donald on arriving from Vancouver,
and was found to be rifled next time examined a few stations this side of that place,
onarrival at Medicine Hat, the end of Blaky’s run, the matter was laid before Staff Sgt.
Richards and Superintendent J. Niblock of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Blaky
here made restitution of a large number of articles, many of them stolen from baggage
some time previously, and their loss reported to the Canadian Pacific Railway authorities
at Montreal, hence their employment of the detective.

After being a short time in the guard room, the prisoner made application to the
judge for a speedy trial, at the same time telling the officer commanding that he intended
to plead guilty. A special sitting of the Supreme Court was arranged for, and the
prisoner brought up for trial ; he then changed his mind and amended his plea to
“not guilty,” prosecution not being ready under the circumstances, asked for and
obtained an adjournment to regular sessions.

On June 17th, prisoner was convicted and sentenced to three years’ imprisonment
with hard labour, in Regina jail.

On May 24th, Robert Lloyd was found in a cabin on Maple Creek, near the
barracks, with his throat cut, he was brought to police hospital for treatment, and when
sufficiently ‘recovered was tried before Inspectors White-Fraser and Moodie for
attempted suicide, and committed for trial.
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No one was near the place when the affair happened, and only circumstantial
evidence could be adduced. Prisoner had been drinking heavily for some time
previously ; he was tried before Supreme Court and acquitted.

In the latter part of June, a telegram was received from W. D. Smith, of Miles
City, Montana, a state stock detective, stating that two men, Lansdon and Landré had
“skipped out” for this side of the line, and were suspected of having stolen about one
hundred head of horses which were missing from near Terry, Montans. A watch was
kept for the outfit, and on July 9th, the patrol from East End Detachment came across
the men, who had four horses with them. A special messenger was sent in to head-
quarters of division, where warrants were issued for their arrest and sent out, the same
evening the men were arrested and brought to barracks. On 11th July, remanded for
evidence on a charge of bringing stolen property into Canada, and the state stock
detective communicated with by wire, he replied in due course that if they had only
four horses to release them, which was done.

Information was laid by the License Inspector at Medicine Hat, that Albert Hughes,
a druggist of that place, had sold liquor contrary to the provisions of the Ordinance,
the case was tried before Inspectors White-Fraser and Moodie, J.Ps., on July 12th.
Hughes was convicted and fined $200 and costs, being a second offence, however, there
was a flaw in former conviction and the conviction was quashed by the judge on writ of
certiorari.

Henry Chapman was arrested in Medicine Hat, on information laid that he had
attempted to carnally know a child six years of age. Prisoner was committed for trial
by Inspector Primrose and brought before Judge Rouleau on November 4th, and
acquitted, the statement of the child was not received owing to a technicality.

LUNATICS.

A young boy whose parents reside in Medicine Hat was committed to the asylum

flor insane at Brandon, Man., on January 18th, and removed there by escort from this
ivision,

La Jeunesse, a vagrant, was found to be insane when arrested, and was sent to
Brandon on February 11th, 1897, with an escort. :

A boy patient in Medicine Hat General Hospital and an elderly woman, formerly
a resident of Walsh, were examined and found to be of unsound mind ; they were com-
mitted by Inspector Primrose on November 5th, and cases reported to His Honour the
Lieut.-Governor. They were subsequently removed to Brandon by the hospital authorities
(police paying for transport), where I hear the woman died shortly after arrival
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Summary or Casgs.

Nature of Crime. ! Cla\.sz.s Remarks.
Theft. ... ...... . . i e e 7 |(Two were juveniles, sentence suspended.)
Assault ... ... oL L 4
Assault with intent . .... ... ... ... ..o L. 2
Creating disturbance..... ........... ... .. . .. ... 14
Escaping from custody ..... ........ ... ... ... 2 Sume Asrisoner.
Aiding and abbetting escape from custody... .... ... 1 Withdrawn by Crown Prosecutor.
Stealingarideon CP.R......... ............ . .. 46 |

Contempt of court
Vagrancy......
Cattle stealing.
Cattle killing. .
Horse stealing .........
Setting out poison il
Mischef............ .
Killing game out of seasol
Tllegal fence......... .
Illegal branding animal

Illegal selling liquor. . .
Peddling without license
Non-payment of wages.

[z
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Case; dismissed.

Case dismissed.

Embezzlement............ . . ... .0 o L .

Carrying concealed weapons. ....................... | Case dismissed.

Indian Act.........coo0 Lo Lol L

Attempted suicide................ . ... Acquitted.

Tnsanity. ... . ... oo Sent to Brandon Asylum.

Defiling a child. ........ P } Case dismissed, want of evidence.

Setting prairie fire ... .............. ...

INDIANS

Are not numerous in this district. From a census recently taken for the information of
Indian Commissioner there are nineteen families, consisting of 83 men, women and
children. With the exception of very few, these are all at Medicine Hat.

They are peaceable, and in their own way industrious, doing various odd jobs, such
as sawing wood, mudding up log buildings, &c., &ec., for settlers, and polishing horns for
sale to passengers on C.P.R.

During the past year two of those residents at Medicine Hat were convicted of
being drunk and sentenced to imprisonment in our guard-room. One claimed that he
got half a bottle of whisky from a passenger for horns, part of which he gave to the
other.

Another Indian is at present serving a month’s sentence for drunkenness, in village
of Maple Creek ; he gave the name of a half-breed who supplied him with the liquor,
and a warrant has been issued for his arrest.

A few Indians have come down from the north to Medicine Hat, who were sup-
posed to have been deported from the United States in the summer of 1896,

Two white men at this place were convicted of furnishing whisky to Indians in
the neighbourhood, and punished by fine of $50 in one case, two months’ imprisonment
with hard labour in the other.

A half-breed from Battleford, following the Indian mode of life, was convicted of
being drunkin an Indian camp and sentenced to two months imprisonment with hard
labour.

In regard to the Treaty Indians who had left their reserves without a pass from
their agent, your instructions to arrest them as vagrants were carried out, two were
charged with that offence before John Dixon, J. P., and cases against them dismissed by
the magistrate.
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_ The Indians are a remnant of “Front Man’s” Band of Crees, with a few from
Piapots ; they have not received any treaty annuities in many years, and some of them
have never taken treaty.

GAME

In the district is fairly plentiful, antelope are increasing in numbers,
owing no doubt to a close watch being kept that they are not destroyed in the close
8eason, and the fact that there are fewer Indians to hunt them at all times. Deer are
still plentiful in secluded places, where they are seldom disturbed, but in the more
Settled parts of the hills they have disappeared entirely.

Geese and ducks were scarcer this season than formerly, notwithstanding the fact
that some of the lakes which had been dry for some years were this spring filled with
Water. :

Prairie chickens appear to be numerous in some part of the district.

Three convictions were obtained for breach of Game Ordinance.

RAILROADS, ASSISTANCE TO.

Nyne was required during the past year.

PRAIRIE FIRES.

The district has had two which might be classed as destructive ; the first started
near the C. A.C. Co’s. fence at Dunmore, on the north side of the C. P. R. track,
on April 16th, and although every effort was made by the detachment at Medicine Hat,
and the settlers to check its progress, it escaped from thein ; and burnt to the banks of
Fish Creek before it was extinguished.

It was in this fire that two men, new comers in the country, got burnt north of Forres;
they saw the fire coming and being inexperienced, laid down in the grass to let it pass
Over them, they. were pretty badly scorched about the face and neck, and had to go to
Medicine Hat Hospital for treatment. .

The second fire of any destructiveness occurred east of Bear Creek on May bth, it
burnt over a large extent of country, and got into the timber at the head of Bear and

iapot Creeks. All available men were sent out with teams, taking settlers and towns
People, they returned on 6th, having burnt a guard to stop fire getting any further west
and that night a shower of rain with snow in the hills put out the fire in the timber.

The country west of Medicine Lodge was burnt by fires that came in from the west
and from the Lethbridge Branch of C. P. R. on the north, the grass being burnt, settlers
In that district were compelled to move their stock elsewhere.

Another fire occurred between Gull Lake and Swift Current, but beyond burning
off the grass, no damage was done, as it occurred at a season early enough for new feed

grow up. :

It hasr,) however, been a most fortunate season for the district in the freedom, during
the summer and fall, from prairie fires of a devastating nature. .

TELEPHONES AND TELEGRAPHS.

There is only one telephoneline in the district, viz.,, the one from town to barracks,
the instruments, since being repaired, and the batteries renewed, by your authority last
fall, have been working all right. A new set of poles should be put in in the spring.

The service of the C. P. R. telegraphs has been better since a complaint was made
by the officer commanding to divisional Superintendent Niblock, about delay in receiving
Messages from Medicine Hat, in regard, principally, to morning trains. They have
Bow & night operator at this station.
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CUSTOMS.

This outport of the port of Calgary has made collections for duty to the amount of
$392.35, since 1st December, 1896, which has been remitted to collector at Calgary, as
collected.

Let passes have been issued when required.

ROADS AND BRIDGES.

Except a smallJamount of grading, say half a mile, on the front street of Maple
Creek village, and one mile on a road allowance seldom used, no work of that nature
has been done this year. A grading machine was supplied by the N. W. Government
to the district, it was used 5 or 6 days only. Some of the bridges built over creeks
two years ago, although road allowances are not on trails, and in some cases, no
approaches having been made to them, are impassable. The M. L. A. of the district
has been practically an absentee during the past two years, and nobody appears to be
responsible for the inaction. '

Reference was made in last year’s report to an artesian well having been bored at
an expense of some $722.50, and regretting the expenditure of this amount without
carrying the affair through. This summer another well-boring party spent several weeks
in cleaning out the pipe that had been sunk s>me 18 months previously ; a good «flow of
water was again obtained, but for want of a proper pump being supplied to complete
the work, it has again become chocked with sand, and next year the operation will
have to be repeated or the project abandoned.

IMMIGRATION.

Four new settlers have located near the Ten Mile detachment, on Battle Creek;
two of these are from Montana and two from Nebraska, U.S.

The latter are in good circumstances, having sold out farms in that State, and will
invest in cattle.

The others have bought a few head of stock on this side since coming in, and as
they brought what horses, wagons, implements, etc., they require, will doubtless do
well.

Another settler from Montana has located on Frenchman’s Creek, he is in a pros-
perous condition.

Several settlers from Manitoba and some from Moose Mountain and vicinity of
Moose Jaw in the Territories have moved into this district during the past summer,
bringing in some cases, as many as 200 head of cattle, besides horses and household
effects, and are now located, some on Frenchman’s Creek, and others about the Graburn
settlement, and near the head of the mountain.

QUARANTINE AND HEALTH OF ANIMALS.

The disease amongst cattle, known as actinomycosis or lumpy jaw, appears to be
either increasing or greater vigilance has been exercised in detecting affected animals.
Our Vety. Stf.-Sgt. has had numerous cases to examine in various sections of the district,
but more in the vicinity of the Josefsburg settiement than at other places.

In most cases the settlers owning diseased animals have met us half way, when the
fact was brought to their notice ; and have killed the animal and buried the carcase,
but in one case recently reported, the owner of the animal, after killing the beast, sold
the hide, fed the front quarters to his dogs, and is using the hind quarters as food for
himself and his family.

There was a case of suspected tuberculosis in two cows, the property of a settler
(Hy. Marshall), from Montana, in the early spring. His animals were quarantined,
and tested with tuberculin, when it was found the suspicion was fortunately, groundless.
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Three cases only of glanders have been found to exist in the district during the
Past year. One, an old mare, belonging to a man named Todd, which was in the
country for breeding purposes, and at pasture at Peecock’s, where the police herd is
kept. “The mare was examined by Staff Sergeant Farr and destroyed.

The police herd was isolated and inspected carefully every second day for some
weeks. One horse, No. 1493, exhibited some symptoms of the disease and was tested
Wwith mallein, he was found to have contracted a slight cold.

Every horse in the pasture was examined at this time ; no further cases were found.

Another case of glanders was at Medicine Hat, a pony belonging to Jas. Porter
was found to be diseased, was shot and the carcase buried under supervision of police.

Mr. L. C. Parsons had a stallion affected with glanders, he had it shot and carcase

uried, a thorough examination of the rest of his horses failed to discover any further
Cases.

On April 20th it was reported by the Medicine Hat detachment that a band of

sheep property of Mr. E. Walton of that place, had scab. Mr. Evans was advised at

acleod of the fact ; he replied a few days later that he had nothing further to do
With the qnarantine ; but as Walton’s sheep were diseased last year our suspicions were
doubtless correct.

Sergeant Joyce, then veterinarian, was not qualified to act, and nothing could be

one in the matter as was reported to you.

Staff-Sergeant Farr arrived from Regina a few days later, and was sent to inspect
them on May 2nd. He returned and reported having quarantined them and prescribed
treatment ; they were examined at intervals, and finally pronounced clean and released
on June 15th.

Staff Sergeant Farr’s report accompanies this.

ASSISTANCE TO AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT

Is embraced in section respecting quarantine.

ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT.

Except furnishing census of Indians in district, no assistance was asked for.

BARRACKS AND BUILDINGS.

On February 4th, a party working under Corporal Pringle, commenced work with
Jour authority, to tear down two buildings at the old barracks at Medicine Hat, viz.,
the guard room and quartermaster’s store, for removal to this post.

__The work was performed and party, returned on 18th, having loaded two flat cars
With the material, which arrived here on the 20th, the Canadian Pacific Railway
charging only a nominal rate for the transport.

The assistant commissioner arrived on the 2lst and selected a site for the new
8uard room and authorized the removal, from the barracks square to the artizans’ yard,
of a log building, used as saddlers’ and tailor shop ; this was done at once.

Work was commenced on the new guard room on April 29th, using material taken
from both buildings brought from Medicine Hat, a building 25 x 50 feet was erected ;

e frame, outside sheeting, battens, roof (shingled) and rough floor was completed.

The building is urgently required here to accommodate the prisoners, we having
hag ap average of 8 during the past three months, confined in the old building, the size
of which altogether for accommodation of guard and prisoners is 25 feet square, and the
Internal arrangements are such that the prisoners have to be allowed to have their
Weals in the outside part. There is one cell and two cages, taking up % of the entire

, yet not affording room for either prisoners or guard.

I might mention that it was on account of the above noted arrangement for meals,
that the prisoner, George Wood, was enabled to effect his escape in December last.
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To complete the new guard room, the sum of $365 or thereabouts is required,
and I most strongly recommended that this amount be provided at an early date, and
au“hority given to have the work gone on with, as it is inside work that is required, it
it could be done during the winter months.

But I wish to draw to your attention that an additional sum will require to be
provided for labour, as there are no men available for, or competent, to do the work at
this post.

The orderly room was moved on June 1st to the hospital, to allow Asst. Surgeon
Paré the use of the former orderly room as an addition to his quarters; it occupies a
ward and the dining room of that building, and deprives the assistant surgeon of their
use ; the arrangement is not at all satisfactory to either the doctor or myself

Should an epidemic of fever or other illness occur, or what is quite likely a patient
be brought in who could not be taken up stairs, the orderly room would have to vacate
the rooms now in use, and in the present state of the post there is no suitable building
available.

Repairs are urgently required to the various buildings as follows :—

The whole barrack building, the sergeants’ mess, the old guard room, and that part
of the assistant surgeon’s quarters formerly used as the orderly room require to be re-
floored.

The roof of all buildings require to be painted to preserve the shingles.

CONDUCT

Of division has been generally good. One constable was imprisoned and dismissed
by your order on January 6th for intoxication.
Two sergeants were reduced on seniority roll and fined. Five constables were

fined for intoxication, and a few punishments were inflicted for minor breaches of dis-
cipline. i

CANTEEN

Continues to be a source of recreation to the men, providing a good library, many
papers and periodicals not supplied by the department, besides cricketting, tennis, and
other materials giving them a substantial assistance to messing, by grants, and permit-
ting the purchase of supplies at a small advance on cost price.

The establishment itself is sound financially and has sufficient assets to pay off all
liabilities, and leave a balance to its credit.

DRILLS.

Setting up and arm drill was commenced on January 6th, and continued daily for
six weeks. "

Squad drill was recommenced on August 25th and continued for three weeks when
it was discontinued owing to press of other work. -

TARGET PRACTICE.

The annual target practice was commenced on August 2nd and was continued as
opportunities offered of getting the men in from outposts.

Reg. No. 2883, Constable Sinclair, K., again made the highest score in the division,
this being the fourth consecutive year he has done so, but in this practice he has carried
off the honours in all three events, mounted, dismounted and revolver, his scores were in

ach, 86, 289, and 151 respectively.
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DETACHMENTS

From this division are stationed at Medicine Hat, Swift Current and Maple Creek
Town station on the C. P. R. and at East End, Farwell, Ten Mile, and Medicine Lodge
on the south side of the Cypress Hills; the distribution state of division shows the
Strength of each.

All are now very much reduced from the number formerly considered necessary to
perform the work ; this is more especially felt during the winter months when patrols
are ordered to consist of not less than two men.

For instance, at Medicine Lodge, for which I can spare only one sergeant and two
constables, if two of these are on patrol to Josefsburg or elsewhere, it leaves one man
alone for two days at least, and should anything occur of a serious nature, calling
suddenly for his services, it would leave the detaclhment vacant, and the stores unguarded,

sides which the man would have to go alone on the duty, which is itself against
orders.

Ten Mile and East End are in the same position, except that each has a *“Line
Rider” whose time should be occupied in looking after American cattle, while at Farwell
there are only two constables, who can patrol only when the East End party visits them
or by leaving their detachment vacant for the time.

In regard to this latter detachment I would quote from Inspector White-Fraser’s
report of last year. Travel from the United States took a new direction this season,
via Battle Creek, up to the bend at west end of “Old man on his back,” thence via
Davis’ Lake, north, and I would suggest the advantage of placing a detachment under
canvas for the summer months, at any rate at the ¢ Cherry Patch” in the *“Old man
ridge,” there is good water, feed and a little firewood, and from that point the whole
country can well be seen.

I endorse Inspector White-Fraser’s suggestion in this respect. A N. C. Officer and
two constables would be required for the proposed detachment during the summer, and
a Line Rider stationed there would be nearer to his work.

If you considered it advisable, the Farwell detachment could be closed up while the
?heery Patch party was out, as that sub-district would be covered from the south by the

atter. .

The detachment at Langevin was called in by your orders on 6th December last,
and was not renewed this year owing to scarcity of men, although a request to have a
constable or two stationed there, was received from Mr. Bredin of the C. Y. ranch,
some of whose cattle were killed and stolen during the past winter.

The detachment at Josefsburg was recalled for a similar reason, that settlement

ing now visited weekly in accordance with your instructions by the Medicine Lodge
Partol who remain over there one night, being billetted with a settler.

With the small number of men at present under my command. I am unable to
Strengthen any of the outposts to the complement required to perform the actual police
duty and patrolling properly ; and in this district where so much property is running
loose on the prairie in the shape of cattle, it is only by a regular system of patrols that
It can be protected.

PATROLS.

The system of summer patrols between detachments and headquarters of division
commenced on May lst, and was continued until November 1st, when the winter
8ystem commenced.

Patrols met regu'arly once each week Letween detuchments, exchanging reports,
In.a.i], etc., and the sub-districts surrounding the outposts were patrolled and settlers
Visited.

A special patrol was made into the Red Deer country north of Medicine Hat. by
your orders. Staff-Sergeant Richards, with one constable, left Medicine Hat on J uly
13th, visited all the settiers on the river down to the Forks, including Meswas. Gordon
and Ironsides ranches.
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They were unable to cross the river at the Forks owing to high water at that
season, there being no boat, and were compelled to return on the north side of Saskat-
chewan, visiting the settlers below Medicine Hat.

There were no complaints made and Staff Sergeant Richards reports that every one
seemed satisfied that the country was well adapted to stock raising, having had the
experience of one winter and two summers in it, and it is said that some 1400 head of
beef cattle shipped by Messrs. Gordon and Ironsides from their ranch this fall, were
above the average in weight and condition.

FIRE.

On May 28th, the immigration building occupied as police quarters, court room,
etc., in the town of Medicine Hat, caught fire, presumably from sparks from a C. P. R.
engine, and was burnt to the ground in a very few minutes, together with the police
stable and a livery stable adjoining, occupied by Mr. J. F. Sanderson.

Two constables only were stationed there at the time, the senior of whom reported
the occurrence by wire. Inspector White-Fraser left at once, and held an exhaustive
inquiry into the origin of the fire, but nothing of a definite character could be elicited
from either police or civilians. The loss, except buildings, was not large.

COURTS.

Sittings of the Supreme Court were held at Medicine Hat, on January 4th, May
10th, June 17th and November 4th ; the sitting of May 10th being a special session to
hear cases against P. E. Blaky and L. Clark on applications made by the prisoners.

ARMS

Were inspected frequently and found in good order. New barrels were put on
some of the Winchester carbines by the armourer sergeant in Regina.
Enfield revolvers are in good condition.

AMMUNITION.,

We have been using Dominion ammunition for both carbine and revolver ; it is
not found to be as accurate as the American Winchester, and is inclined to foul the
pieces.

That for revolver is not charged as heavily as the English manufactured article,
and better targets are made at the short ranges ; a good many miss fires occurred at the
annual practice.

FORAGE

Supplied by contractors was of uniformly good quality. The hay furnished at
Maple Creek post could not be excelled anywhere ; it was cut on irrigated land.

That supplied on detachments was better than last year, a decrease in the quantity
contracted for, of nearly 100 tons effected a considerable saving.

RATIONS
Have been of good quality, except in one case where the bacon supplied was rather
too fat for our tastes it was returned and promptly replaced by the contractors.

CLOTHING AND KIT.

There appears to be a difficulty in getting long boots, none except some % dozen
pairs have been received at this post for over a year.
The sizes required are Nos. 6, 7, 8, 9’s.
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ARTIZANS.

The only artizan in the division is a blacksmith. We have a “handy man,” a
8pecial constable, who acts as a carpenter, saddler, tinsmith and painter, and performed
the work in each department to the best of his ability ; but as the three first mentioned
trades require skilled labour, a qualified man for each should be sent.

FIRE PROTECTION

Is the same as last year, except two babcocks in the hospital were frozen up and
urst during the severe cold snap last winter, the hospital orderly being at the time on
guard.
The engine and hose was tested frequently and found in good working order.

TRANSPORT.

‘We have.six heavy wagons in good order, two in fair condition, and two useless for
anything, except hauling manure and hay in the post.

There are four spring wagons which are in good order.

Four of the six double buckboards which are on charge, are in good order ; of the
others, one requires a new set of wheels to make it serviceable, and one is worn out and
Practically useless.

The single buckbord is also worn out.

Of winter transport there are two light bob-sleighs serviceable, and two which
could be put in fair order if a carpenter was sent to this post. Two of the heavy bob-
sleighs are serviceable and one other on charge should be condemned.

Altogether the transport is sufficient for our needs if wheels are supplied for one
buckboard.

HARNESS AND SADDLERY

Is in a generally good state of repair. The two sets of heavy wheel harness supplied
rom Regina last fall, were taken into use this spring and are very suitable for the work.

Fifteen single cincha saddles were shipped to Calgary by your order, and one was
condemned and sold. We have enough for our present requirements.

HORSES

Of the division are in good average condition. Nineteen are in the post for duty,
and twenty are on herd at Peecock’s ranch for the winter.
Their health during the past year has been good, no deaths have occurred, and no
Cases of a serious nature have required treatment.
...- During the past year fourteen horses were cast and sold and three were cast and
killed to make dried meat for dogs of Yukon party.

th One of our horses was taken to England by the Jubilee contingent and disposed of
ere.

MILEAGE.

The mileage of the horses of the division for the year is 106,824 miles.

HEALTH OF DIVISION.

I regret to have to report that a death occurred in the division during the past
Year. Reg. No. 549, Sergeant William Robert McMinn, was admitted to hospital on
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August 28th suffering from typhoid fever, despite the unremitting care and attention
of Asst. Surgeon Paré, he died from the disease on September 13th and was buried the
day following in the police graveyard.

Special Constable Cobell came in from Ten Mile detachment on October 11th and
reported to the assistant surgeon, he was found to have two ribs broken, caused by a
kick from a horse while getting out firewood for the detachment, the injury was attended
to and he returned to his detachment a few days later.

I am glad to be able to say that no other serious cases occurred.

INSPECTIONS

During the past year were made as follows; by the assistant commissioner on
December 5th, February 21st and June 15th.

Horses of division were examined by Inspector Burnett, V.S., on March 1st and
November 1st.

Inspections of headquarters of division are made weekly by the commanding officer
and arms and kits of the men inspected frequently.

The detachments have been visited by an officer of the division every month and
oftener in some cases.

COMMAMD

Of * A ” Division has seen several changes during the past year.

Inspector White-Fraser proceeding on leave previous to his being retired from
the force handed over command to Inspector Moodie on August 12th; who in turn
handed over to Inspector Primrose on 19th of same month previous to his leaving on
special duty to the Yukon by the overland route. On the 4th October I arrived from
Regina and assumed command of the district.

CHANGES IN DIVISION.

Assistant Surgeon Paré from Battleford, replaced Assistant Surgeon Fraser, who
wag transferred to * C.”

Sergeant Joyce arrived from: Prince Albert to replace Acting Corporal Mount-
ford in veterinary charge. He in turn was replaced by Staff Sergeant Farr, on his
proceeding to England with the Jubilee contingent. ~Quartermaster Sergeant Knight
was transferred to Macleod, Staff Sergeant Hyles being sent from Regina as quarter-
master sergeant until August, when he left for Yukon.

Constable Forbes was transferred to Regina as saddler, where he has since been
promoted.

Five constables whose term of service expired have taken their discharge and one
constable was dismissed.

One corporal and five constables have been permitted to purchase their discharge.

One sergeant-major, three sergeants, one corporal and four constables have com-
pleted their terms of service and re-engaged for a further term.

Two special constables were dismissed.

Two staff sergeants, one sergeant, two corporals and seven constables were trans-
ferred for service in the Yukon district, and Inspector Mdodie and Constable Fitz-
gerald detached on special service by the overland route to that place.
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DistriutioN State “ A ” Division, Maple Creek, November 30th, 1897.
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*Acting corporal.
STRENGTH OF DIVISION

As shown by attached distribution state entirely inadequate to the requirements of
this district. I am not exaggerating when I say that the country in and about the
Cypress Hills is equal in importance to any in the territories, and the large amount of
Property in stock of various kinds running at large, and liable to excite the cupidity of

ishonest parties certainly deserves protection ; situated as it is on the boundary line.
. At division headquarters there is a total strength of 18 N. C. officers and men
Including 4 special constables, every man of whom is employed, some in double capacities,
and in a case of emergency requiring our services, it would be only at a great incon-
Venience that one man could be spared.

One of the men on detachment reported himself sick, and to relieve him the only
man that could be spared was the one you sent me as a bugler.

In my opinion the detachments in the hills should be strengthened to at least five
men each, to enable the patrols made to be frequent and thorough.

i On 1st December, 1896, the strength of A ” division was 66 of all ranks, includ-
Ing five special constables.

On this date (30th November, 1897), the state shows a total of 42 officers, N. C.
constables and special constables, of whom one inspector has not been in the division for
& year ; another is enroute to Yukon, accompanied by one constable. One constable is
?hown in the total as discharged as he is not yet struck off in general orders, and another
18 on leave until expiration of histerm of service, which is on 4th December ; thus
urther reducing the strength by two officers and three constables, leaving actually in
the command, 37 of all ranks.

I inclose reports of Assistant-Surgeon Paré, Vetinerary Staff-Sergeant Farr, also a
report from the latter in connection with quarantine matters.

Return of cases tried, and estimates are forwarded under separate cover.

In closing I wish to draw your attention to the great inconvenience that exists from
the fact of there being no justices of the peace at either Medicine Hat or Swift Current.

. Owing to the property qualifications considered necessary, there seems to be a great
dlﬁicultzy in obtaining suitable men for the position ; there is at the present time only
One justice of peace besides myself in the district and he is a resident of this place.

I have the honour to be, sir, your obedient servant,

GEO. B. MOFFATT,

Superintendent, Commanding “ 47 Division.
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APPENDIX H.

ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT J. HOWE, COMMANDING
DEPOT DIVISION TOGETHER WITH THOSE OF INSPECTORS J. A.
McGIBBON, A. C. MACDONELL, E. GILPIN—BROWN AND SER-
GEANT J. HYNES.

Deror DivisioNy, REcINA, 1st December, 1897.

To the Commissioner North-west Mounted Police,
Regina.

S1r,—-I have the honour to submit this my annual report for the Depot Division
and Headquarters District, together with reports from the following officers commanding
sub-districts, viz. )

Inspector J. A. MecGibbon, Saltcoats ; Inspector A. C. Macdonell, Moosomin ;
Inspector E. Gilpin-Brown, Regina ; Sergeant J. Hynes, Estevan; Veterinary Staff-
Sergeant Ayre, Regina.

GENERAL.

Assiniboia has had a very productive season.

The wheat crop has been most excellent ; all grain ripened well, and so far as I
can learn, none was injured by frost. The farmers here received good prices and have
been able to dispose of all grain readily.

STOCK.

Cattle have done well during the past season, there being a good growth of grass,
more particularly in the Qu’Appelle Valley.

Assiniboia seems to be increasing its trade in cattle, but the land is more adapted
for mixed farming.

CRIME.
The following schedule which has been prepared from the offence sheets received

from detachments, shows the number of cases acted upon by the police of the head-

quarters district during the past four years. These cases are classified according to the
criminal code.
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CrassiFiEp Summary of Crimes in the Headquarters District for 1894, 1895, 1896

and 1897.
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CrassiF1ED Summary of Crimes in the Headquarters District, &e.—Continued.

1894. 1895 1896. 1897
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On the examination of the above schedule, it will be noticed that there is a great.
similarity as regards the number of cases of common offences during the past four
years.

The vagrant is still to the front, he having no less than 104 cases, being an increase
of 25 as compared with last year. _

The following are a few of the most important cases dealt with during the year :

Wood’s Cattle.

About the latter end of May last a Mr Wood of South Alameda, missed some 70
head of cattle ; two tough looking American “cow boys ” had been loitering about for
some time and were suspected.

Sergeant Hynes of the Estevan detachment, was detailed to look into and follow up
this case, and on the 22ud of June, along with the Wood Bros. and two hired men, he
left for the States.

On the other side they met with the ready assistance of the U. 8. sheriff and the
stock inspector. .

To find the cattle at first seemed impossible, and the difficulties that had to be
dealt with were innumerable.

Sergeant Hynes stuck to the trail with great perseverance, and on the 6th of July
reported from Glasgow, Montana, as having found four head and being on the track of
more. He discovered these cattle in the band of one McAllister, and being satistied
that McAllister had more belonging to Wood, he remained about the place. airasd

The method of buying information from crooks had to be resorted to ; and a total
of 56 cattle and 5 calves were eventually recovered.

On the 10th of July information was laid against McAllister, and a preliminary
examination was held ; he was remanded until the 13th, and on that date he alleged
that he had purchased the cattle from a half-breed whose name he could not remember,
and as he produced sworn evidence corroborating his statement, he was consequently

discharged.
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Adam Grega Murder Case.

On the 21st August, 1897, Adam Grega, a Hungarian farmer of Kaposoor district,
gave himself into custody, confessing to having murdered his father, Andrea Grega.

As Inspector Macdonell deals with this case in his report on the Moosomin ‘sub-
district, it is unnecessary for me to state anything further regarding it here.

Prairie Fires.

There have been 32 convictions this year under the prairie fire ordinance, a decrease
of 7 as compared with last year.

The fires chiefly occurred in the district around Grenfell, Broadview and Moosomin,
but more particularly the last place. With one or two exceptions these fires were
hot of a serious nature.

The total amount of fines under the prairie fire ordinance was $607.

Indians.

The behaviour of the Indians in this district is all that could be desired.

The Indians of the Piapot’s and Moscowpetung’s Reserves have had the largest
part of the hay contract for this post this year, and have put it up in a satisfactory
manner.

. Nine Indians have been convicted for either being drunk or having intoxicating
lquor in their possession, but it speaks well for the energy of the police that the ven-
dors of the liquor were convicted in each case.

Alinighty Voice.

. This Indian who, as previously reported by the officer commanding “ F” Division
in his report of 1895, was originally arrested on the 22nd October, 1895, near Batoche,
On a charge of cattle killing, and escaped on the night of the same date. He was
tracked by the lato Sergeant Coelebrook, who came up with him on the morning of the
29th, but in attempting to capture him was shot.

Almighty Voice had been at large until the latter end of May, 1897, and was then
located near Duck Lake.

The beginning of the affair, I have no doubt, will be fully reported by the officer
‘commanding ‘“ F” Division, I purposing only to refer to the part in which men from
Depot were engaged.

On the 27th of May it was reported from Duck Lake that information had been
received from Batoche, that one Napoleon Venne had been shot by Almighty Voice.
Further reports received on the evening of the 28th and morning of the 29th, stated
that Inspector Allan and Sergeant Raven had been wounded, Constable Kerr and a
Mr. Grundy, postmaster at Duck Lake, killed, and Corporal Hockin mortally wounded.
Early on the morning of the 29th, a party consisting of two officers, twenty-four non-
Commissioned officers and men, with 13 horses and a 9-pr. M.L.R. field gun, left
ERegina by special train for the scene of the trouble, Assistant Commissioner McIllree
In command. On their arrival at the place where Almighty Voice was cached in a
bluff, the assistant commissioner had it shelled, afterwards it was searched and the
dead bodies of Almighty Voice, Little Saulteaux and another Indian named Doubling
Were found. :

On the 7th of June a special patrol was sent out for the purpose of reporting upon
the doings of the Nut Lake Indians, more particularly the relations of the Little
Saulteaux, who was killed along with Almighty Voice.

Sergeant J. A.Smith was sentin charge of the first party, but reports being received
on the 13th that the Nut Lake Indians seemed unsettled, the party was strengthened
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by ten men, in view of possible trouble Inspector McGibbon taking command. Further
reports, however, resulted in the reduction of the party by four men and five horses.

Inspector McGibbon and party then proceeded to Nut Lake, and finding the
Indians there quiet and well disposed, selected a site for an outpost at Nut Lake and
then returned.

ASSISTANCE TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS.

Agriculture.

Since the amendments to the cattle quarantine regulations, which took effect on
the 1st of February last, the enforcement of the Infectious or Contagious Diseases Act
has devolved on the North-west Mounted Police.

I regret having to report a very bad outbreak of glanders and actinomycosis or
lumpy jaw in the Wolseley and Grenfell districts, in the early part of the season. The
veterinary staff have, however, succeeded in getting it well under control. The cattle
disease has very much increased the work in the district, 36 animals having been
destroyed. Glanders has also been prevalent, 49 horses having been destroyed while
suffering from this disease. I am of the opinion that the necessity of employing
line riders, for the purpose of keeping American cattle from coming over the boundary
line and grazing on Canadian pastures cannot be too strongly urged. This has been
a grievance with Canadian cattle men along the border in the past, and will be in the
future, unless the necessary steps are taken to prevent it.

Indian Department. ,

The usual escorts have taken the Indian treaty money to the reserves, and have
attended the agents when making payment.

Crown Tvmber Department.

One sergeant and two constables are stationed on the border line, between
Manitoba and the States, to prevent American settlers from stealing Canadian timber.

PATROLS.

Owing to the scarcity of men in the post during the past year, I havebeen unable
to send out as many patrols as I should have liked, but the sub-district patrols have
done a great deal of work, a distance of 181,256 miles having been travelled by our
horses.

DRILL, TRAINING AND LECTURES.

Considering the limited number of men in the post, drills have continued through-
out the year as well as could be expected.

During the past year 33 recruits joined, of these and others from last year 30 were
finally engaged as constables, seven were discharged as not suitable for the service and
the remaining seven are at present in the post on probation.

The annual target practice was carried on under the superintendence of Inspector
Gilpin-Brown, returns of which have been forwarded to you, the shooting on the whole
was good.
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Lectures have been held weekly during the year on the duties of a constable and
the criminal law, and also on veterinary subjects.

HEALTH.
I regret having to report the death of Reg. No. 3008 Constable Montague and
Reg. No. 3112 Constable Glend.
Constable Glend died of ‘““aneurism ” of the “ thoracic aorta” on the 30th of May,
and Constable Montague died of * peritonitis ” on the 14th of September.

‘With these exceptions and two cases of typhoid and one of enteric fever, the health
of the headquarters district has been most satisfactory.

RATIONS,

The bread supplied was complained of once or twice, but is now all that can be
desired. The beef and butter are also of good quality.

CANTEEN.

. The canteen is giving satisfaction under the supervision of Inspector Belcher, and
1ts finances are in a flourishing condition.

FOKAGE.

The quality of the hay and oats supplied during the past year has been all that
could be desired.

FUEL.
Fuel is an expensive item in this post owing to the great quantity which has to be

used in order to keep the buildings warm, many of which are of very light structure
and require lots of fire to keep them at a comfortable temperature.

LIGHT.

The electric light in barracks gives satisfaction.

HORSES,

The health of the horses during the past year has been satisfactory. A large
number have been cast and sold; fourteen went out to herd for the winter months;
seven remount horses were purchased, four being kept here and three being transferred

to Battleford.
Thse horses on patrol and actual duty travelled 187,649 miles,

SADDLERY AND HARNESS.

The saddlery and harness is inspected weekly and is kept in good repair.

TRANSPORT.

_ Most of the transport at this post has been in use for a number of years, but is
8till in good repair.
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INSPECTIONS.

I inspected the Moosejaw detachment and the Estevan sub-district, leaving
Regina on the 8th October. On arriving at Moosejaw I found everything correct, but
I would like to draw your attention to a difficulty with which our constable stationed
there has to contend with.

It is the keeping of a prisoner after arrest has been made. There are cells in the
court house at Moosejaw, but the police have no authority to use them. Mr. Seymour
Green, J.P., informed me that the late government had authorized the removal of these
cells from the court house, to be placed under the town hall, but nothing further has
been done.

As regards my inspection of the Estevan sub-district, you already have my report of
the inspection and I need only state that this district lying along the boundary line is
roughly speaking, about 150 miles long by 50 wide, and is the resort of crooks and
cattle thieves.

The stealing of the Woods cattle is an instance showing how easily cattle can be
stolen and taken across the line in this section of the North-west.

The detachments of the Moosomin and Saltcoats sub-districts have been regularly
inspected by the officers commanding sub-districts.

JUBILEE PARTY.

The contingent chosen to represent the North-west Mounted Police at the Diamond
Jubilee were assembled at Regina, in April and placed under Inspector Belcher for
drill purposes. They were put through a thorough course of mounted and fuot drill.

GUARD.

The guard room has been kept in a very clean and tidy condition throughout the
year. One hundred and nine prisoners were incarcerated, being an increase of twenty-
seven as compared with last year. The post being so short of men, prison labour is a
great advantage to us.

CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE.
The conduct of the non-commissioned officers and men of the division, has been
very good, and cases of drunkenness have been decidedly few. The following table
gives the number of punishments :—-

Tmprisoned and dismissed............... ... ... . oo 2
Fined . ..... .. . . 29
Minor punishments, C. B.,ete................. ... .. ..., 105

Total ...... ..ol i 136

Total amount of fines $217.25.

The minor offences seem large in number, but are owing principally to the presence
of so many recruits in the post.

YUKON DETACHMENT.

Early in April, Inspector Scarth left with twenty non-commissioned officers and
men for the Yukon district, in order to arrive at Cudahy in time to relieve the members
of the 1895 detachment whose period of Yukon service expired on the 1lst August.
Most of the men were drafted from Regina, and were equipped in this post, the
transfer papers of the whole party being prepared in the depot office.
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The next party to leave was that under Assistant Commissioner MecIllree leaving
Regina on the 6th of August and was followed by other parties at different intervals up
to the end of September. The total number of N.W.M.P. going in this year being 96
including 9 special constables for duty as ¢ dog drivers” for the train dogs, of which
92 were shipped from Regina, Constable Connor taking charge of 45 and Constable
Ferris 47, eleven of the last lot being left at Calgary.

The members of the Yukon detachment being transferred to the depot division,
has necessarily made a very considerable amount of extra work in this office, all transfer
Papers on having to be prepared and forwarded with each party leaving for the Yukon.
Most of the equipment such as fur coats, tents, &c., was also supplied from this post.

I would strongly recommend the desirability of making a division of the Yukon
detachment, as at present all members of that detachment belong to depot division and
figure on the books and pay lists, although, actually being paid in the Yukon where
Separate pay-lists are prepared.

I have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

JOSEPH HOWE,
Superintendent.
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REPORT OF INSPECTOR J. A. McGIBBON (SALTCOATS SUB-DISTRICT.)

SarTcoaTs, 30th November, 1897.
The Officer Commanding
North-west Mounted Police,
Regina.

S1R,~I have the honour to submit my annual report for the year ending this
date.

The headquarters at the sub-district is at Saltcoats, with detachments at Yorkton
and Fort Pelly.
During the fall a prairie fire patrol was stationed at Sheho.

CRIME.

W. H. Adam who was committed for trial on the 4th November, 1896, was tried
before His Honour Mr. Justice Wetmore on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of December, 1896.
He was found guilty of theft of a steer and sentenced to one year with hard labour in
the Regina jail.

On the 19th April, Ed. Field, J. P., of Fishing Lake complained that parties were
slaughtering fish in great numbers to feed pigs, Reg. No. 3103 Constable Ware investi-
gated and laid information against A. Hilderson who was fined $5 and costs.

On the 2nd August, E. J. F. Kennedy, of Saltcoats, struck one James Moore on the
head with an axe, on the 5th October, he was fined $25 by Judge Wetmore, for
assault, which caused bodily harm. '

On the 6th August, Nicolais Monolulak, one of the new Galician settlers became
insane, he was sent to Brandon asylum.

On the 28th August, 1897, Mrs. Walter Murray, of Stratford, Ont., late of Crescent,
was fined $1 and costs for allowing lumpy jaw cattle to roam at large after being
séveral times warned by the police to isolate them.

On Sunday the 15th August, the hall (used as a church) was burned down at 11 a.m.

On Sunday the 22nd, a fire was started in Mr. Sumner’s field. On Sunday 29th
August, another fire was started in this field.

On Sunday, the 5th September, Constable Lock hid in the field to watch for
fires, a fire started up across the creek some distance away. We have failed to discover
the parties who started them.

On the 15th September, 1897, George Skinner, a Barnado boy, stole a horse from
H. McFadgen, of Langenburg, Reg. No. 3015, Constable Lock investigated, but no trail
of him could be found, he was arunaway from the home and engaged by Mr. McFadgen
to work, the manager of the home not being notified of same. He was arrested on the
24th November, at Strathclair, not yet tried.

On the 29th September, Andrew Zanizle was fined $100 and cost and one month’s

imprisonment for having an illicit still in his possession. Reg. No. 1994, Constable
Ashe worked up the case.
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Cases.

Neglect to aid peace officer. . ...
CIJUrY.. ... e e
BETANCY.. . ... ... . e e e e e eieseae e

Drunk and disorderly............ ...l

Common assault

Aggravated assault.. ... .......... ..c.eiieiiiiio.l.
ssault causing bodily harm.. ............. ... ..
orse-stealing
%tt;_legtea,]ing .........................................

eft agent

Theft, v e

eiving stolen property
Tuelty to animals
SOWearingon street. ..... ... . ... .oiiiiiiiiiiaa..
Ot appearing as a witness................. ... .... .
Carnal knowledge without consent.....................
Insulﬁing and abusive language. ........ ......... .....
orcibly detaining property..... ..
8ing threats and intimidation..............
len property in possession. ..
Obstructing tax collector. . ............ocooieieeinn. ..
ceiving goods to defraud creditors.......... . .
Cansing %lfl of sale to be fraudulently made.
teating disturbance......... ... ...
alicious injury to property...... ............... . L
Fiving liquor to Indians. ... ... ool
Illega fishing .......... ...
aving illicit still in possession
Ilicit distilling .. ... ... ... eiiiiiiiiii
ontravention of the Animal Contagious Diseases Act.. .
Attempting suicide

Ordinances.

n]@gally impounding cattle. ...... ... .. ...l
1quor Ordinances contravention
uUctioneering without license ............ ..
illiard table running without license. .. .
18ease, breaking quarantine
rairie fire, setting out
ord’s Day profanation

ollution of streams.. . ...............

illage ordinance, dirty stable............ .............
aster and servant........... ... it
Nterdicted person being drunk.. . ......... ...

efusing to turn out to prairie fire................ ...,
eeping disorderly bar.. ... R

Peddling without a license. . .. ..

SELUNg out POISON .. o e e oei et e
nlawfully driving away horse ord. 17 of 1888..........

Number| Convic- | Dismis- R "
Entered | tions. als, €MArks.
1 withdrawn.
1 "
1 withdrawn, 3 await-
ing trial.
1
1
1
4
% 1 withdrawn.
1
2
1
1 1 [........
1 |........ 1
1 1 1........
) S R P .11 awaiting trial.
) U P P o ..|1 withdrawn.
1 1 |........
) R P 1
) R D N 1 "
1 [........ 1
1 1 ) .......
2 1| 1.
1 L. 1
2 1 1
1 1 |.......
) R Y D 1 "
1 .
1
1 1 ...
1 ... 1
2 2 ..
1 ) B IV
1 U I 1 withdrawn.
12 9 3
) U P RN 1 "
2 2 oo
1 j........ 1
2 ) S PO 1 "
1 1 |.... ...
4 3 e 1 "
2 2 ...
1 ) N
1 1 [
. 3 3 j... ...
2 2 |
1 ) N

OUTPOST AND PATROLS.

Saltcoats.

hOrses.

Yorkton.

One constable and one horse.
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Patrols are made in different direction each day and settlers visited.
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Lort Pelly.

One constable and one horse, supplied with one of the Saltcoat horses for the
winter to make a team, road being very seldom used and very heavy

ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT.

A police escort conveyed the treaty money from Yorkton on the 11th July to
“‘Coté for treaty payment to Pelly Indians. A constable, as escort to the agent, attended
the payment.

MAIL SERVICE AND TRAINS.
No change since last year.
HEALTH.
Reg. No. 2464, Staff-Sergeant C. J. McNawara, M.D., was sent to the Saltcoats

Cottage Hospital on the 21st October, as he had typhoid fever. He is still there.

Reg. No. 1994, Constable Ashe of Yorkton was laid up for a considerable time in
July with la grippe.

In December, 1896, scarlet fever and diphtheria were prevalent at Ebenezar.

‘When the new settlers ¢ Galicians ” arrived, scarlet fever and measles broke out in

Yorkton and Saltcoats and there has been a few cases ever since. At present typhoid
fever is prevalent in Saltcoats.

RATIONS.
The men are boarded—no complaints.

ARMS.

Some of the carbines are slightly honey combed.

TARGET PRACTICE.

The detachment had their annual target practice during the summer.

INSRECTION.

I visited the detachments about once a month.

DRILL.

I put the men through arm drill at inspections, and when I was present at Salt-
coats about twice a week.

SADDLERY AND HARNESS.

These are in a serviceable condition ; repairs attended to when required.

FORAGE.

Hay supplied has been good ; the contract price for oats at Saltcoats was twenty
eight cents ; the new contract is thirty-two. Good oats are scarce this year.
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STABLES
At all detachments satisfactory.
BARRACKS.

The barracks at all detachments are good.

ROADS AND BRIDGES.

A few bridges were built this year, and a few roads graded.

SETTLERS.

The settlers are doing extra well now. There are only fourteen families of Dakota
settlers at Sheho ; they are getting on well ; the balance of the 95 settlers left the
country.

About 127 Galicians arrived at Saltcoats during the summer, and 225 families of
Galicians and 21 families of Poles at Yorkton.

CROPS.

The wheat crop is very good, 75 cents was the highest price paid so far this year at
Saltcoats, and 79 cents at Yorkton.
The oat crop is very light.

'
RANCHES.

The ranches are numerous ; the district is considered very good for small ranches.
Hay being plentiful and shelter good, 555 head of cattle were shipped from Saltcoats
and 3,266 from Yorkton since July.

Messrs. Gordon & Ironsides wintered 1,500 head of stockers in this district last
winter ; they were brought from the north.

This year up to date 1,361 head have been brought in as stockers,

Some farmers gave up keeping sheep on account of the wolves. Tt would help the
ranchers if the government were to encourage the keeping of wolf hounds.

CREAMERIES.

Sixty thousand pounds of butter shipped from Saltcoats creamery, the past season,
and seventy five thousand pounds from Yorkton. .

SUPPLYING LIQUOR TO INDIANS.
One case tried ; no conviction.
GAME AND FURS.
Large game and furs getting scarce.
INDIANS.

There are three reserves in the neighbourhood of Fort Pelly. They had small
Patches in crop this year, I should say the total in patches would amount to about 100
acres ; I should judge there would be about 106 families. They have about 1,000

head of cattle.
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HALF-BREEDS.

A few in the district, they are quiet and industrious.

PRAIRIE FIRES,

Commenced on the 9th April, at a time when the sloughs were full of water and
the bluffs were full of snow. As most of the country was burnt over the previous fall
there was not much of the district to burn. We succeeded in getting nine convictions.
This fall very little of the country was burnt over.

It would help to get fires put out if the ordinance gave the man who first discovered
a fire the authority of being a fire guardian for the time being, so that he could order
out settlers.

TRANSPORT.

Single buckboard No. 43, of Yorkton, is worn out. Spring wagon No. 97 will
require new wheels next season. Remainder of transport in serviceable condition.

NEW POST OFFICE.
Mulock, on Sec. 20, T. 27, R. 1, W. 2nd.
CHANGES IN DETACHMENT.

Reg. No. 3015 Constable Lock was transferred from Fort Pelly to Saltcoats, three
constables were sent to Regina and replaced by others.

MILEAGE.
Total mileage of horses, 34,668.
DESERTIONS.
None.
HORSES.

Horse Reg. No. 1909, died on 1st May, of inflammation of the bowels. Horse 2089
was sent to Regina, and then to England with the Jubilee contingent, and replaced by
horse Reg. No. 2282,

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OF ANIMALS.

Total quarantined for lumpy jaw ........................... 75
do released andcured........... ... .. ... ... ... ... ..., 45
do destroyed.......... ... .. ... . i 21
do still dsolated............ ... .. .. oLl 9
do died from black leg................... ... .. ... 1

do do tuberculosis.................. .. ... ... .. o1

Total destroyed.. ......... ... ciiiiiiii i 4
do released........... ... .. 2
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GUARD-ROOM.

Consists of a cage built of 2 x 4 scantling, in the centre of a room. Nine prisoners
during the first year

DICIPLINE AND CONDUCT.
Good.

GENERAL.

On the 4th February last, I received a telegram from O. C. Regina, to proceed to
innipeg, and meet Sergeant Davis, who had instructions. I arrived there on the
ninth, and met Sergeant Davis and three constables. I stationed two in the Pembina
Mountains and two, forty-four miles east of Emerson on the international boundary line,
as ordered, the duties for these men were to protect the timber from the Americans. I
arrived back at Saitcoats on the 21st.

On the 13th June, I was ordered by telegraph to proceed across country to Nut
Lake with Reg. No. 2464, Staff-Sergeant C. J. McNamara, M.D., and also saddle horse,
and take over charge of a party of men from Regina and arrest fifteen Indians, said to
be Nut Lake Indians, who were killing cattle near Saskatoon. T met Mr. Wright the
Indian Agent on the 15th at Fishing Lake and went north. T arrived at the Barrier
of the Red Deer River, on the 19th, and found about 300 of the Nut Lake Indians
camped there (42 tepees), they were holding a medicine dance, and all seemed in good
humour and appeared not to be put out re the killing of “ Almighty Voice.” They
seemed to think we were after evidence re assistance, such as food, given to ““Almighty
Voice,” there being no Indians to arrest, as cattle were not killed as reported, I returned
and arrived home on the 24th June.

On the 27th April Mrs. Kumpt of Yorkton complained that she had left her
husband owing to his evil habits—she had given her consent to her five year old son
going on a visit to Dauphin with his father, that he had left for British Columbia and
given the boy to an Indian of Rattlesnakes band. On the 4th May, Constable Lock left
for Dauphin, recovered the boy from the Indians and returned here on the 9th May.

I have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

J. A. McGIBBON,
Inspector.
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REPORT OF INSPECTOR A. C. MACDONELL.

Moosomin, 30th November, 1897.

Sir,—I have the honour to forward this my report of the Moosomin sub-district
for the year ending this date.

GENERAL STATE OF THE SUB-DISTRICT.

The town of Moosomin has held its own well during the year’ in spite
of the attractions of the Kootenai and Klondike gold fields. The number of good-
looking substantial dwelling houses erected during the year: attest the faith of
residents in the future of the town ; its financial condition 1is excellent, having some
$1,400 over and above all liabilities to begin 1898 with, and the taxes for the ensuing
year will only amount to about 9 mills on the dollar. The by-laws are rigidly enforced
and the town continues to be one of the most orderly and best conducted in the terri-
tories. Business is brisk and good, the crops, excepting oats and potatoes which are
scarce and dear, were good. Hay is now very scarce, owing to prairie fires, and wood
promises to be very dear this winter.

Re CANNINGTON MANOR AND DISTRICT.

Constable Pearson reports :—* The average yield in crops has been light, but the
quality of wheat has been of the best, the prices paid here has been 10 cents per bushel
lower than in Moosomin, so most of the farmers have taken their grain to the latter
place. Arcola, 20 miles south-west, is a first-class wheat growing district and the
crops are both heavy and good. Most of the' wheat grown south of the mountain has been
marketed at Oxbow. The western portion of the Moose Mountain is well adapted for
stock raising, there being abundance of feed and water besides being sheltered for the
winter.”

Re WHITEWOOD AND DISTRICT.

Constable Quinn reports :—*“ Crops have been fair, wheat was a light crop but of
good quality and good prices were paid. Oats, barley and potatoes are scarce and dear.
Prices for cattle and pigs good but rather low for sheep. Horses are plentiful and cheap,
a great many farmers complain about the scarcity of water for their stock, owing to the
drying up of the sloughs. The town itself is thriving and business good.”

Re GRENFELL AND DISTRICT.

Staff Sergeant DesBarres reports :—¢ The town has gone ahead and business is
good. The crops were light, having been a partial failure on account of the drought in
some parts, but the prices were good in comparison with other years. The number of
settlers who entered the district exceeds the number of those who have gone elsewhere.
The German colony who are mostly Austrians, and Russian Germans are, with a few
exceptions, very hard workers and are slowly creeping out of their log huts into com
fortable houses.”
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Re WOLSELEY AND DISTRICT.

Constable Della Torre reports :—“ The town of Wolseley has made rapid progress
during the past year, the merchants all report excellent business, a number of new
buildings have been erected and the town promises to be one of the best along the
Canada Pacific Railway for general business.”

Sintaluta, a small village nine miles west of Wolseley, has also made rapid progress
and now has a population of 150 and three elevators. The crops generally, throughout
the district have been excellent, the wheat crop giving the largest yield on record.

he settlers generally are industrious. The Germans in the Pheasant Forks district
are well housed and apparently well satisfied with the country. The French in the
Montmartre district are getting along well. Several families from Quebec moved into
the colony this year. .

There has teen a good deal of discussion lately concerning the employment of
“home boys.” The trouble seems to lie primarily in the small wages necessarily paid
by the farmers, and the hard work demanded, combined with the tendency of the boys
themselves to prefer town to farm life. Once in the towns they too often drift back
Into the habits and life from which the home rescued them. It is only fair tostate that
the Barnardo home looks closely after their boys, and have recently undertaken to convey
out of Canada any convicted of a crime. :

CRIMPT.

I attach list showing the total number of cases, convictions and dismissals, under
the Criminal Code, Railway Act, Contagious Diseases Act, and the ordinances N. W. G.
he total of 213 gives some idea of the amount of work done by the 5 detachments, in
addition to the quarantine work and ordinary patrols. There are 23 more convictions
han last year. Theft and assaults having increased slightly, and breaches of the
R:a.ilwa,y Act, (stealing rides) very materially. There have been b convictions for carrying
Pistols illegally, showing that the gentry who compose the tramp fraternity are any-
thing but harmless individuals. gOwing to the rigid manner in which the prairie fire
ordinance was enforced last year, there have been very few cases of burning without
8uards, etc., etc., this year, and no doubt many fires were thus prevented. We obtained
the conviction of the authors of all the large fires, excepting one case near Whitewood,
Where the man was acquitted. The most serious crime was the killing of a Slav named
drea Grega, by his son Adam, in a fit of ungovernable passion. The details
are briefly as follows: The father, who seems to have been an ill tempered, provoking
old man, took all the chickens from his son’s farm ; the son claimed some of them as
18 own. Hot words ensued and the father struck his son in the face ; he said
Strike me again father, and the old man did so, and the won again said strike me
Once again father, and he did. The son made a bound and picked up an axe
Which was near and struck the old man on the side of the head, he staggered and fell
Inside the door of a small granary, the son followed him in, striking several more blows,
Ut the first one was fatal. The son burst into tears and walked 27 miles into
hitewood and gave himself up to Constable Quinn, who wired for me and Coroner
Allingham, of Broadview, and we at once drove to the scene of the killing and attended
e inquest, after which I held the preliminary examination and committed Adam
Gl‘ega for trial on a charge of murdering his father. He was tried at Whitewood, on
ovember 10th, the jury brought in a verdict of manslaughter, with a recommendation
mercy, and he was sentenced to 10 years in Stoney Mountain penitentiary. The
Verdict and sentence were popular, great sympathy being felt for the son, as he was
& well-behaved, sober, industrious young fellow and married. As usual, Staff-Sergeant
McGinnis has proved himself invaluable in connection with working up the various
Cases and in many has acted as prosecutor.

ARMS AND AMMUNITION.

The Winchester carbines and Enfield revolvers are as reported last year; the
8mmunition supplied for both arms is good.
15—8
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BARRACKS.

The court house has been fitted with hot water coils, which so far, work exceedingly
well and add greatly to our comfort, the cells have been fitted with ventilators, a much
needed improvement, and a few other minor repairs were made. The double door on
the east end of the stable, asked for last year and not supplied, is still required. If the
stable were fitted with eaves troughs connected with our well, which is close to the
stables, it would help our water supply materially and would not cost much.

DESERTION AND DISCIPLINE.

No deserters and no entries in the defaulters book, this speaks for itself. But
apart from the fact that the constables are exceedingly well behaved men, it speaks
volumes for Staff-Sergeants McGinnis and Des Barres (in charge of the Moosomin and
Grenfell groups respectively), well known disciplinariane, as it proves they maintain it,
without the friction or the necessity of petty charges which distinguishes the tactless non-
commissioned officers ; and I am glad to place on record the honest pride I feel justified
in taking in my non-commissioned officers and men, and their conduct and work during
the past year.

FORAGE.

The forage supplied to the Moosomin detachment under contract was good, and
that supplied at the livery stables where the other detachment horses are boarded,
was as a rule, of good quality. Hay and oats are so scarce and dear now that livery
stables find it hard to keep the best quality of both.

GAME.

Elk are getting very scarce in the Moose MountaM and unless legislation is passed
protecting them for a few years, they will soon be a thing of the past. Deer, jumping
and black-tailed, are fairly plentiful in several parts of the sub-district. Prairie chicken
and ducks are plentiful also, bush and jack rabbits, coyotes and foxes are numerous.
The game law is well observed throughout the sub-district. '

HEALTH.

The health of the men has been very good.

HORSES.

Owing to the increased work entailed in stamping out glanders and lumpy-jaw and
the absence of fire patrol stations, it was found necessary to place a second saddle horse
at Wolseley, Whitewood and Cannington Manor. These are now withdrawn, but I
recommend that when the spring work begins, they be replaced. A smart active
man up to his work requires two horses to cover the large districts now in charge of a
single constable. Several of the horses in the district gave way under the hard work,
but were successfully treated by Veterinary Staff-Sergeant Tracy, and are now at work,
the present lot will do the winter’s work satisfactorily.

HARNESS, SADDLERY AND TRANSPORT.

With the exception of the condemned single set, still on our hands for want of a
purchaser, the harness is in serviceable condition. By permission of the officer command-
ing I exchanged’one of the two double buckboards stationed here for the Estevan spring
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wagon, this latter has been painted by police labour here and now looks very well.
The buckbourd at Whitewood reported broken, is now repaired and the whole of the
wheeled transport is in serviceable condition. The jumpers are all fit for the winter’s
work.

INSPECTIONS.

The sub-district headquarters has been visited and inspected by the commissioner,
and all the railway detachments by the officer commanding and the horses by Inspector
Burnett, senior veterinary surgeon. The detachments have also been inspected monthly
by me while in the sub-district and detailed inspection, reports forwarded to division
headquarters.

INDIANS.

Constable Della Torre reports :—The Indians on the Assiniboine Reserve 12 miles
south-west of Wolseley have given no trouble during the past year. I have made
frequent patrols to the reservation and rendered any necessary assistance to the agent,
I have in all cases, unless permitted by tne agent, kept them out of the town. I was
Present at the payment of the treaty money. They do considerable farming and are
apparently very industrious. Staff-Sergeant Des Barres reports :— With the exception
of a few cases of drunkenness the Indians on the reserve north of Grenfell, have behaved
splendidly.” The sergeant further reports that they carry out readily any requests
made to them and that they all felt the loss of Lieutenant-Colonel Macdonald, their
agent for so many years, deeply, and presented him with an address signed by the three
chiefs, Constable Pearson reports that the conduct of the Indians on the east and west
reserves, Moose Mountain, has been good and that they are getting on well, $700 having
been paid for cattle alone to the Indians on the east reserve and the Indians on the
Wwest reserve having had a good crop have marketed several hundred bushels of wheat
In Whitewood, besides cattle. We supplied the usual escorts for the treaty money.

JAIL.

A jail for the judicial district of Eastern Assiniboia is urgently needed, at present
the police detachment at Moosomin takes charge of the four cells in the court house, and
when full, as they often are, the whole detachment is required as prisoners escorts and
outside work has to stand still. There are absolutely no conveniences for female
Prisoners and we have had several.

KITS.

The articles supplied are of good quality, excepting boots which are poor.

LIQUOR LAW.

The law was on the whole well kept in the sub-district. The N. W. ordinance
only provides for the closing of bars during polling hours on territorial election days,
this should be amended to correspond with the Dominion Act, sub-section (¢) of section
94 of The Liquor License Ordinance 1891-92 is worded in such away as to apparently
Prevent a brother interdicting a brother, which is evidently not the intention of the Act.

wo deaths have occurred through intoxicated men trying to drive home. A man left
hitewood in an intoxicated condition in company with his friends, his horses ran away
and he died from injuries received, the coroner did not deem an inquest necessary.
nother man at Wolseley was put into his wagon in an intoxicated condition to drive
Ome alone, his horses ran away and he was thrown out and killed, an inquest was held
and the coroner’s jury brought in a strong verdict, against the hotel keeper and his bar
nder and two livery men who hitched up the horses and put the man in his wagon,
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concerning which the crown prosecutor js now in communication with the Department
of Justice. It should zertainly be an offence for any hotel keeper to allow an intoxi-
cated person to leave his premises in cold weather, unless in charge of trustworthy
people who undertake to see him safely home.

NOXIOUS WEEDS ORDINANCE.

Noxious weed inspectors are urgently needed, with our reduced strength and multi-
farious duties, we cannot enforce this ordinance properly, the welfare of the country
demands that in infected places every farm should be inspected to ensure their being
eradicated.

OUTPOSTS AND PATROLS.

The sub-districts has been well patrolled, though the absence of fire patrols and
heavy criminal and quarantine work has made it difficult to constantly patrol all por-
tions. In connection with the detachments I beg leave, again, to bring Staff Ser-
geants McGinnis and DesBarres to your favourable notice for the creditable way in
which they have discharged their duties during the year.

PRAIRIE FIRES.

There were five prairie fires in the vicinity of Moosomin this autumn, two being
serious ones, entailing loss of -property, grain and hay. In all cases we were on the
spot promptly and succeeded in obtaining the conviction of the author in every case.
There were several cases at Grenfell and Whitewood, but nothing like the damage that
was caused last year. A terrible fire swept the Moose Mountains, burning from the
latter part of August until the middle of October, about 1,700 or more loads of hay
were burnt and all the best green timber destroyed, besides a number of winter ranches.
The fire burnt over an area of about 19 miles long by about 8 miles wide. Many of the
ranchers are without feed for their cattle, and have been forced to sell the young stock
and move the rest. Constable Pearson came in for a good deal of praise from the
gettlers for the way he worked and turned men out, etc., etc. The two men who
started the Moose Mountain fire were convicted and fined $100 and costs each. One
was tried at High View and one at Montgomery. Something should cer¢ainly be done
to fire guard the mountain, as there will be so much dead and fallen dry timber this
coming summer that a fire will be ddubly dangerous. I beg leave to call your at-
tention to my remarks under the heading of prairie fires in my last year’s report, I am
still of the same opinion.

RECRUITS.

None.

SETTLERS AND RANCHES.

Same as last year.
TARGET PRACTICE.

This was conducted by Staff-Sergeant McGinnis during my absence on special duty
at Regina. It was carried out on the Moosomin Rifle Association range, which is not
suited to the Winchester rifle, the firing points not being the same as for the M. H., the
ground being rough, and uneven for our intermediate points. The proximity of growing
crops again made it difficult to make proper allowance for the wind. The shooting was
fair for men who have no practice outside of the usual annual practice. The average
was as good as last year, but some individluf.l scores were not so high. The revolver is
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not liked by the men ; they find it awkward and coarse sighted ; they foul easy at con-
tinuous practice, and on account of shooting so high, it requires extra practice to make
an ordinary pistol shot.

WATER SUPPLY.

This is even more unsatisfactory than last year, and owing to drought there has
been a regular water famine in town and wé are already melting snow to water our
horses with.

ASSISTANCE TO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

Since taking charge of the quarantine work, we have looked up every case of
suspected glanders and lumpy-jaw, and had it inspected by a veterinary inspector (some-
times a civilian inspector, but generally a veterinary staff.sergeant from Regina) as a
result quite a few horses, principally in the vicinity of Grenfell and Broadview ; have
been destroyed for glanders, and a number of cattle all over the sub-district for lumpy-
jaw, and these diseases are now pretty well stamped out.

ASSISTANCE TO CROWN LANDS DEPARTMENT.

We have rendered all the assistance in our power in enforcing timber laws, and
have done a good deal of work in connection therewith.

DUTY OUTSIDE OF THE SUB-DISTRICT.

In January I was called into headquarters as member of the half-yearly stock-taking
boards, and during the month of May I was attached to the Jubilee contingent to assist
in their equipment and training in gymnastics and drill. T was present at the  Al-
mighty Voice ” affair in command of the depot division detachment, under Assistant
Commissioner McIliree. On our return to Regina the officer commanding detailed me
to inspect the Wood Mountain sub-dis'rict, and to inquire into alleged breaches of the
Contagious Diseases Act, and incidentally I rode the country, from the Post to the White-
Mud River and back via the international boundary line thoroughly, searching for
some Montana horse thieves said to have crossed into Canada with a large band of
stolen horses, and proved they had not done so. From 19th June to 12th July, I was
at Prince Albert, attached to *“F” division under Superintendent Gagnon. In September,
acting under the orders of the officer commanding, I visited and inspected the
Estevan sub-district. During my absence Staff-Sergeant McGinnis has taken charge
of the sub-district in a satisfactory manner.

JUBILEE DAY.

This was loyally observed throughout the sub-district, especially at Moosomin, &
Procession of school children of the district which with visitors, etc., made about 5,000
people was formed. By permission of the commissioner, the detachment took part at the
request of the committee, and Staff-Sergeant McGinnis received a vote of thanks from
the council for his efforts. There were sports of all sorts in the afternoon and
fireworks in the evening. A most creditable and loyal display from beginning to
end.

MILEAGE.

The horses of the five detachments in the Moosomin sub-district have travelled
36,556 miles on duty during the past year.

I have the honour to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,

To the Officer Commanding, ' A. CAMERON MACDONELL,

Depot Division, N.W.M. Police, Commanding sub-district.
Regina, N.W.T. .
11
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TABLE OF CRIME.

Sessional Papers (No. 15.)

A

1898

- Convic- 'Dismiss-| For
Total. ’ tions. als. Trial.
|
Criminal Code.
Theft and offences resembling theft........................ ........ 31 19
Perjury .. e e e 4 |.......
Assault .. . L eiieiieeee eieeiieeaa.. 24 19
Drunk and disorderly ......... iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieiieeinniaaan. 17 16
Vagrancy .......... e iee et ettt aa et e aaan 25 20
Cruelty toanimals.. . ... ... cciiiiiiiiiiirtiieiiiiieinnaenans, 1 f.......
Housebreaking and theft.............. c.ooiviiiiiiiiian. cee e 2 2 |
Robbery .. . e e 2 |,
Stealing child under 14, ..................ooon eereraaeeiaa, ) S P,
Unlawfully wounding .........cc..coves ciiiinenenninn.. 1 1 ...
Disposing of dead body of child with intent to conceal birth. | S P O
Omission of legal duty causing danger to life........................ ) R O P
Mischief .........ooiviiiiiiiinns cont. RN e e 3 2
Keeping vicious dog.. ... ... o iiiiiiii 1 1 ...,
Manslaughter . . ... e e e et e e, 1 ) A PO P
Defamatory libel ... ... ... [ PO 3
Carrying pistolillegally........... ... .. ... ... ... .............. 5 5 1.
Breach of Railway Act............... ... ... ... ... i ... 29 23 6
Breachof Indian Act.............. . ... ... .. ... .. 2 2 o]
Contagious Diseases of Animals Act............. .......ocoou.. .. 1 ) S Y P
Ordinances, N.W.T,

Game.......... F T 2 2
Masters and servants..... ... ouiiuiiiiiiiiiey ceei e 17 15
Insanit% ............................................ 7 -6
Lord’s Day profonation...............coooviiiiniiiinnnn cirn cunnns 1 1
Prairiefire . ... i i L e e 18 16
Liquor license...... ... ...iiiiiii i 7 4

chool e e e i e s 2 2
Statute labour............ ... oL 1 } 1
Hawkersand pedlars ............ooooii coiiiiiveveen i 3 3

Total ...... ...l L e e e 213 | 162 47 4

November 30th, 1897.

118

A. CAMERON MACDONELL,
Comd. No. 2 District and Inspector.



North-west Mounted Police.

REPORT OF INSPECTOR E. GILPIN.BROWN.

REciNa, 30th November, 1897.

. Sir,—I have the honour to forward the accompanying report for the Regina sub
district for the year ending this date.

CRIME.

The following is a list of convictions obtained in the sub-district during the last
year:—

6
. 5
Drunk and disorderly. ......... ... .. . ... il 4
Selling liquor to Indians .. .... ............. ... . .... R |
Giving liquor to Indians. .................. ... ... ... ..., 4
Indiansdrunk. ....... ... .. ... ... i i i 5
Insanity ...... ... Lol i 1
Setting out prairie fires........................ ... 6
Refusing to assist at praiviefire. ................ ......... 3
Non-payment of wages............. ... .. ... ... 4
Vagrancy. .. ..oooviiinneneian ot i 2
Stealing ride on train. ........... ... ... o il 12
Miscellaneous . .. .........iiiiuiin it it 18

None of these cases call for special comment.

PATROL8S AND OUTPOSTS.

.The outposts are as last year, namely, Qu’Appelle, Fort Qu’Api)elle, Touchwood,
and Moosejaw, with the addition of Indian Head. ,
One N.C.O. or constable is stationed at each of the places named above,
Frequent patrols were made from the outposts into the surrounding country, weekly
Teports on the same being forwarded to headquarters.
Assistance to Indian Department. Escorts have been provided when required to
®onvey treaty money to the several agencies.
The payments in all cases passed off quietly.

HEALTH.

The health of the men on outpost has heen good.

RATIONS.

No rations are now issued in the sub-district, all the men being boarded. Th
board i very satisfactory in all cases,

KIT AND CLOTHING.

The clothing supplied is satisfactory.
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ARMS AND AMMUNITION.

The Winchester carbines and Enfield revolvers are kept in good order.
The ammunition is satisfactory.

INSPECTIONS.

The outposts when inspected have been found in a satisfactory condition.

HORSES.

The horses in the sub-district have stood the year’s work well.

SADDLERY AND HARNESS.

All the saddlery and harness is in a serviceable condition.

FORAGE.

The hay supplied at the different posts is good, but the oats owing to a poor crop
throughout the district, are not quite of such good quality as usual.

RANCHES,

The past year has been a satisfactory one to the owners of cattle. Prices have
been good and cattle have done well both in the Touchwood country and about the
Yellow Grass Marsh, the two most important points in this sub-district, of thisindustry.,

CROPS.

This has been generally speaking the best season that farmers have enjoyed for
many years, prices ruling high and the quality of the grain being good, there being little
or no frozen wheat in the district.

The oat crop, owing to drought in the early season was poor throughout.

GAME.

Prairie chicken are rather scarce. Geese were very plentiful about the Buffalo and
Long Lake country, Ducks were not as plentiful as last year. Deer are reported in
rather greater numbers.

INDIANS.

The Indians on all the reserves have been well behaved throughout the year.

FIRES.

The district has been almost entirely free from fires this year, and the few fires that
did occur did no damage of any moment. The escape from this annual infliction was
chiefly owing to the fact that the whole country was burnt over last season, and from
the want of rain in the early spring, the growth of the grass was in no way heavy.

DISCIPLINE AND CONDUCT.

The discipline and conduct of the N. C. O. and men on outpost has been entirely
satisfactory.
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GENERAL REMARKS.

Evidences of the prosperous condition of the country are apparent in the improved
dwelling houses of the settlers and the great number of barns with stone foundations
lately built. Everywhere the farmers appear thoroughly contented and there is no doubt

ut that a few seasons in succession similar to the last one, would make many rich and
independent.

Indian Head perhaps shows evidence of the prosperity of the district more than
any other point. There are five elevators here, from which some million bushels of
wheat have been shipped this year. The Union Bank has just opened a branch office,
a large new hotel has just been built and opened, and many new buildings have been
.put up during the year. :

. The burning of the felt boot factory at the industrial school near Fort Qu’Appelle
18 a distinct loss to the district. There were evidences that this new industry would
be a success, and it is to be regretted that there is a little likelihood of the factory being
re-started.

The health of the district has been good. Scarlet fever broke out at the industrial
school, but with isolation and good management it was prevented from spreading beyond
the wing in which it first appeared.

I have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

E. GILPIN BROWN,
Inspector.
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REPORT OF SERGEANT I. HYNES.

EstevaN, 30th November, 1897.

The Officer Commanding
North-west Mounted Police,
Regina.

Sir,—I have the honour to submit the annual report of Estevan sub-district to
30th of November, 1897. .

Inspector Starnes held command to the 27th of August, when I took charge, but as
I was stationed at Estevan during the year, did the office work and kept the records.
I have a personal knowledge of nearly all the work done.

GENERAL STATE OF DISTRICT.

This is principally an agricultural district. We have had three good years in
succession, with good prices for two of them, and as a consequence it is in a most prosper-
ous condition, on all sides are signs of it, new dwelling houses and barns, fences, windmills
and improvements of all kinds being put up. The farmers of course are the more direct
gainers, but all are feeling this full tide of prosperity.

There is a great demand for land, and many iuvestments in it by the settlers.

We have had an open fall, and a lot of ploughing has been done, as also a lot of
breaking, giving promise of a big spread of grain being put in next year.

A large number of settlers came to the immediate vicinity of Estevan in 1892.
The land is good, both for agriculture and grazing, particularly for milk cattle, but a
succession of bad years right after settlement discouraged them, and nearly all left.
This threw the country back, and they themselves missed a good thing. Many of
those who went to the United States are now, I hear, preparing to come back, having
heard of the great success of those who stuck it out. They find that flying about look-
ing for fancy locations is not profitable, 1 have never seen one of these Nomads
prosper, whereas I bave never seen a man in any part of the North-west who settled
down to farm his land properly, and went the right way about making a home and a
living for himself, who has not made a good one, and in many cases made money, even
in the bad years. : :

The town of Estevan has looked up a little this year, and it wanted it. Mr. Wm.
Hobbs has established a grain market here and caught some of the Moose Mountain
trade, the farmers taking in grain and taking back coal, provisions, etc. The coal mines
are not being worked except for the local trade. The few cars exported hardly count.
Why this is I do not know. There is first class lignite coal close to the railway, and
easily got to the cars. .

The mines at Roche-Percée have done by far the largest business ever done by
them, and they expect to nearly double it this year. This coal is making a name for
itself and getting in great demand.. The Souris Company have put in machinery. They
had some trouble with it at first, but are now working full blast. They employ about sixty
men. The Roche-Percée Company is making a great success this year. The manager is
showing what can be done by push and business methods. About sixty men are
employed, and more will be taken as they can be got. Mr. Russell is opening up his
mines, employing now about eight or ten meén. Three other mines are being opened
and worked for local trade, and awaiting developments. During the winter of last
year, a Mr. Hersch, who controls the mines at Burlington, N.D., visited the mines in
this neighbourhood. He stated that the Estevan and Roche-Percée coal would be
worth $2.50 a ton more in Minneapolis than the Burlington coal.
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CRIME

The Offences Book records the following :—

S e S S S - —
|
| Not
~ I Returned
Crine. Lon- Acquitted for Brought Total Remarks.
viction. Trial Tt? )
g rial.
— _
Thef§ ..................
ceiving stolen goods. . . . ..

mmon assault . . .. ...
ssault with intent to rob ..
rjury.......... ool
reach of nnisance ordin’ce..
Teating disturbance
uction of servant

Breah of liquor ordinance.. 3 1 [0 LI
VllsehleftopropertyA...A..A... JR T R ! 1 . !
BGTANCY. . ................ 9 Lo (P F |
%tealmg ride.... ........ 3 e .
[rnmk and disorderly ..... 1 e ;
/nlawfully carrying arms .. B S O i
Rape ..o 0 SRR IR | 1 !
Insane. " oI 2 2 ORI
B“Pk‘lary A P P 2
reach of prairie fire ord’ce.. 1 B 1 |
attle stealing. . ....... ... ..ooii e 1 | . [
| 34 6 1 10 51 ]
—— B
This shows a decrease of :—
Drunk and disorderly ............... ... ... ... . ... 11
Common assault. ... ......iiiiee i i 2
Breach of prairie fires ordinance. . .. . R
Vagrancy.. ... ... i e 9
Shooting game out of season............ ......... ... ...... 8
Stealing rides ................ ... i, 2
Breach of noxious weeds ordinance . . ....................... 2
Non-payment of wages.. ............. ... ... .. . ... 2
And shows an increase of :
Theft. ..ot e e e 5
Breach of liquorlaw.. ... ........ ... .. .. ... ol 3
Receiving stolen goods .. .......... ... ... .. ..o o 1
Assault withintent.......... ... .. .. .. .. .. . ... 0 ... 1
Perjury.. ... ... . 1
Breach of nuisance ordinance .................... ... ..... 7
Rape ..... It 1
Mischief to property ............. ... il 1
Unlawfully carryingarms. . ........ .. ..o, 1
Burglary. ... ... 2
Seduction . ... ...ttt e e 1

I am glad tosay that only in a few cases, and nearly all these of a trivial nature, have
¥e failed to trace the guilty parties and bring them to justice, and for these few I can

Offer sufficient excuse.

Of the cases of theft not brought to trial, one was that ofsome

°l°thing stolen in the night, and the thief skipped over to the United States just before
© loss was discovered in the morning. We were pretty sure of the thief hut could

‘We searched his room and effects without success.
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mitts under a press in another room. The third was that of a farmer who missed $80.
We were investigating when he found the purse and money among some old bags in a
corner of the room he lost it from. The thief had got scared and dropped it. We
had strong suspicion but no proof. The fourth case was that of another farmer who
missed a few bushels of wheat from a barn some distance from his own or any other -
house. He did not see the place for a long time before missing the wheat, and even
then he delayed reporting to us, too late for any chance of success.

The case of mischief to property occurred in the Queen’s hotel here on the 25th
May.

yThe case of rape as reported to us was rather singular. A large circus was show-
ing at Oxbow, and the girl claims that one of the showmen pulled her under a tent and
raped her. Inspector Starnes and three men were on duty on the grounds, but neither
to them or to any one else did she make complaint nor did she complain till her condi-
tion caused comment. Even if we thought him guilty it would be hard to get the
showmen by that time. It was of course a put up story to cloak her real seducer.

In the prairie fire case not brought to trial the guilty party was summoned but
skipped over the American border.

There was a case of a prairie fire, supposed to be set by a Canadian Pacific Rail-
way engine, and I believe they are going to pay the damage, some $1,200, but I have
not put it down under the heading of “Breach of Prairie Fire Ordinance,” as it
appears the company are not amenable to that law.

The two cases of burglary occurred very lately, and are still being worked on.
They are puzzling, but I do not give up hope. Two stores at Carnduff were entered at
different dates; a coon coat taken from one, and six watches, valued at $80, from
another.

The cattle stealing case, though committed here, can hardly be charged to us. I
recovered them in Montana, nearly three hundred miles from their range, after twou
months’ search. The thieves came from there, and I am pretty sure I know them. I
have not enough evidence to take into court, but I know enough corroborating facts
to build up a case if I ever get the key-stone and get them this side of the line. They
are wanted by the Montana authorities for murder, so even with very clear evidence to
extradite them it might not pay us to go over to get them. They are cool, desperate .
and watchful men, and have numerous scouts and confederates. I learned many other
things on this trip, some of which I will refer to under patrols and outposts.

INSPECTIONS,

Inspector Starnes inspected detachments periodically. I visit them at least once
a month. The sub-district was inspected by Inspector Macdonell in September and
by yourself in Uctober. Inspector Burnett, V.S., inspected the horses in September.

PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS,

The sub-district is about one hundred and fifty miles long by about fifty wide,
lying along the United States boundary line. I have no record further back than
1892. There were then twenty men stationed in the sub-district. Up to 1895 a
thorough system of patrols was kept up, a daily one along the boundary lme. The
horse and cattle thieves and toughs in general, with whom these parts were a favourite
haunt, had to seek other fields to work in, and settlers were relieved of the necessity
of keeping guard over their cattle and horses. In 1896 the number was reduced to
about ten, and patrols were not so thorough. This year a further reduction to six, and
latterly to five. North Portal cut down to one man; Wood End, Carnduff, Gainsboro’
and fMoose Mountain abandoned. The men left worked well and loyally, but they were
too few. : -
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I don’t think we realize the significance of this state of things as quickly as the
crooks did. They kept well posted. Ilearned when in the States that they were scout-
Ing our boundary line as early as April and knew the very day we had abandoned

ood End. They knew we were weakened and our posts abandoned. The stealing of

ood’s cattle was the result. The outcome of this was a cooler to them, as I
recovered nearly all the cattle and they did not make their grub stake out of it, and I
Mmade them do some hard riding besides. But we cannot hope to be as successful every
time and there are a number of outlaws just over the border who cannot go where they
could earn an honest living and must steal to support themselves. There is a feeling of
Insecurity among our settlers and I know of at least one who has left the country on
this account.
.. Patrols were kept up as well as possible on the boundary line, in the Boscurvis
Qistrict and in the settlements along the Souris Branch of the C.P.R. The little towns
along the road are growing up. '

Some trips were made into the Moose Mountain district.

SETTLERS.

The eastern half of this district is one of the best settled in the North-west. The

Settlers are all prosperous. Only a few came in this year, but many are expected to
Come next year.

RANCHES.

There are a few small cattle ranches in the west half of the district and the farmers

in the east are getting quite a few cattle together. Some of them having bunches of
forty or fifty.

There are no horse ranches, and there was a big demand for horses this year. There
Were I should say some three hundred brought in from the United States.

CROPS.

Crops have been good, wheat averaging about twenty bushels to the acre. The
acreage of oats was small owing to the short spring. The return was good and they are
inging a high price.

GAME.

Ducks were plenty, chicken fairly so, showing an increase. There were a fow
black tail deer, but the Half-breeds have nearly killed them out. They killed four
out of a band of five on Short Creek and are after the fifth. Antelope are very scarce.

Or some reason geese were scarce this fall.

HALF-BREEDS.

There are three families of Half-breeds. They are well conducted, industrious and
8ood whrkers.

HORSES.

There were twelve horses up to the middle of September. Two were cast and sold
and three spare ones sent to Regina. The seven we now have are good.

FORAGE.

We have a contract for oats for Estevan and North Portal at 30 cents per bushel.
contractor is giving satisfaction, but he will lose money as oats are worth 35 cents
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now and hard to get. We have a contract for hay at $4.50 a ton for No-th Portal
The horses here are boarded for hay and stabling. Those at Oxbow are boarded at 40
cents per day.

RATIONS.

The men board at hotels at 60 cents per day.

CLOTHING AND KIT.

The clothing and kit has been of good quality.

DISCIPLINE AND CONDUCT.

I am pleased to give a high character of the four men in my charge.

TARGET PRACTICE.

The men were put through the annual course, by Inspector Starnes.

ARMS.

The Winchester is a back number. The rogues over the border, that we may have
to tackle any time, are armed with the newest pattern, small bore rifle, mostly « The
Savage,” about the same class of arm as our Lee Metford. They are as much above
a Winchester as that gun is above a six-shooter, and though the writers of fiction love
to portray their desperados with a six-shooter in each hand, in real life on the bold
prairie they prefer a first-class rifle and long range practice and if they have the best
rifle they are not above taking advantage of it by lengthening the range.

QUARANTINE

There was no stock held in quarantine this year, but we had the carrying out of
the regulations of the Contagious Diseases Act. There were a few cases of glanders,
the horses were destroyed.

Three cattle died near Gainsboro’ of anthrax. Their bodies were disposed of, as
required by law. Some cattle died of the same disease in the same neighbourhood last
year.

ALIEN LABOUR LAW,

Two outfits went through to the Crow’s Nest railway. They were reported to
Mr. McCreary.

T have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

JOHN HYNES,
Sergeant in charge of sub-district.
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APPENDIX J.

ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT J. COTTON, COMMANDING «C”
DIVISION, 1897, TOGETHER WITH REPORT FROM STAFF-SERGEANT
W. J. HALL. ’

NorrH-WEST MOUNTED PoLICE,
BarrLEFORD, 30th November, 1897.
The Commissioner
North-west Mounted Police,
Regina.

Sir,—I have the honour to submit for your information my annual report for the
Year ending this day.

CRIME.

. I have, I am pleased to say, once more to report that the crime committed in this
district during the past year has been light. The following is a summary of the cases
on record, viz. :—

Convictions—
Malicious injury to property..................o........ 1
Indiansdrunk................... ..., 2
Indians taking part in a give-away dance........ ... ... 9
Assault .. ... 4

1
1
2

Setting fire to prairie...................
Setting fire to stubble without proper precautions
Creating a disturbance.. . ... e e

Committed for trial-——

.........

Murder (found “not guilty” at trial) ................. .. 1
Perjury (2 found “guilty” at trial; disagreement of jury
on third case; court adjourned until May next)......... 3

GENERAL STATE OF THE DISTRICT.

The general state of the district has been of an orderly character. This can, I
ghink, be safely attributed to an efficient police service in which the people have confi-

ence,

The past year has been a prosperous one, markedly so in fact. The crops of wheat,
oats and barley have never been surpassed, nor has the average yield to the acre been
greater. The root crops and general garden produce are very fine. The Battleford
Agricultural Society’s annual exhibition was held at a time when the farmers were
busy with their crops. This, no doubt, largely reduced the nuniber of entries made
In the different classes. Notwithstanding this the showing in many of the divisions was
Magnificent. Visitors from outlying districts, including that portion of the territories
Situated along the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, were surprised at the
Tesults, ang bore testimony to the capabilities of the Battleford district from a purely
agricultural point of view.

“w Ranchers, owners of cattle, horses and sheep, have reason to be fully satisfied with
he results of the past year. The marked improvement in cattle brought about by the
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general and extended importation of thoroughbred bulls is very apparent, and acknow
ledged by cattle men and buyers from outside districts. Some of the bands of horses
have also been greatly improved. In the breeding of heavy draught horses Mr. Mac-
farlane, of Balgeannie, has been eminently successful. His importations of stallions
and wmares, made some years ago, showed good judgment, the result being that his
young stock is to-day in demand, and invariably commands high prices. The general
service horse has improved, and I am inclined to think that suitable remounts for the
police could now be purchased in the district. Such purchases, as you are aware, have
not heretofore been made.

Sheep men are also satisfied with the annual returns. During the year some 800
head of cattle have been exported. In addition to this, cattle buyers and dealers, not
in all cases residents of the district, hold some 450 head, principally young stock, now
being wintered here and held for future shipment.

INDIAN AFFAIRS GENERALLY

I think I can safely say that the Indian Department has had efficient assistance at
our hands during the year.

The “Refugee Crees” alluded to in my report of last year, and numbering some
155 souls, who came over from the United States, have, I think, become partially
settled. I trust none of them have returned southward. The Indian Department has
made no report of such being the case. These Indians, as I have before had occasion
to remark, are not of a particularly desirable class. So far they have not given much
trouble ; perhaps it would be more correct to say they have not been allowed to. They
will be none the worse for police supervision for sume time to come.

In the month of January of the present year several Indians, among them very
prominent men, were tried by Inspector Begin and myself under amendments to the
Indian Act. The charge was for having taken part in an Indian celebration known as
a “give-away dance.” The Indians were convicted, and I at the time reported to yqu
as follows :—

“I have the honour to inform you that on the 15th inst. (January) the following
Indians (Crees) of Thunderchild’s Reserve, viz.: Thunderchild (chief), Enu, Wapaha,
Paddy and Okanu, were tried before Inspector Begin and myself on a charge of taking
part and assisting to celebrate at an Indian give-away dance. (Vide 58 & 59 Vic., chap.
35, sec. 6, which amends sec. 114 of Indian Act.) The complaint and information was
laid by a farm instructor acting under instructions of the Indian agent. This last
named official was present at the trial and conducted the prosecution. All the Indians
pleaded guilty. The Indians Paddy and Okanu, both very young men, were released
on suspended sentence. The Indians Thunderchild, Enu and Wapaha were sentenced
to two months’ imprisonment, the minimum punishment provided for under the section
quoted above. In this respect I would say that I and the magistrate sitting with me
regretted exceedingly that we were precluded from inflicting a much lighter sentence,
which, for a first offence, would, in our opinion, have been more advisable and quite as
well calculated to put a stop to the objectionable practices aimed at by the amendment-
to the Indian Act. For some years past the Indian agent here has used strenuous
efforts to stop these dances, but unfortunately without success. The demoralizing effect
accompanying the excitement and premeditated idleness with which the rites of this
so-called ceremony are surrounded was becoming disastrous to the different reserves;.
cattle were left to starve and general work neglected.

“The advisability of bringing these cases to trial was, I took care to ascertain, care-
fully considered prior to any action being taken. The Indian agent, I understood, had
special instructions as to the policy of his department. I presume he has reported the-
result of the trial.

- %I would point out to you that the Indians convicted are old men, one of them,
Thunderchild, is a _chief. Two months’ imprisonment without hard labour is a very
severe sentence and not unlikely to be injurigus to health.
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1 am satisfied that these convictions will prove an absolute death blow to the
nefarious Indian practices known as a * give-away dance.”  This, in addition to what I
have already said, will, I trust, justify you in recommending that the Indians be released
8say, at the end of three weeks’ imprisonment. It appears to me the case is one meriting
the clemency of His Excellency the Governor General.”

With regard to the above, I think experience has shown that the minimum sentence
to be awarded in such cases should be lighter. I trust the Indian Act may be so
amended during the coming session of Parliament.

I should have said that the Indians convicted were not harshly punished, in as
much as my recommendations, endorsed by you, were acted upon. His Excellency the

overnor General saw fit to remit the greater part of the sentences inflicted.

I, last year, made a return of the Indian population of this district. There are no
Mmaterial changes in figures to report. I think a slight increase has taken place. I
estimate the total of Stony and Cree (including Refugees) as about 2,536.

The usual police escorts were supplied for the conveyance of Indian annuity money.

scorts were also furnished Indian agents during annual payments. The non-com-
Wissioned officers and men comprising such escorts performed the duty devolving on

them in a satisfactory manner, for such, I have the assurance of the Indian Depart-
" ment officials.

THE SHOOTING OF ‘“ ALMIGHTY VOICE” AND OTHER INDIANS IN ADJOINING DISTRICTS.

The facts in connection with the shooting of ‘“ Almighty Voice” and other Indians,
while resisting arrest, will, of course, be dealt with by the officer commanding the
rince Albert district. What I wish to bring to your notice is, the influence that such
8n event had, and I think must always have, among the Indians of other districts.
Anything in the shape of what is termed “Indian trouble” spreads with an almost
nconceivable rapidity, and it is astonishing how well informed the Indians (even at very
Considerable distances) are kept by “runners” from other camps and reserves. In
ealing with this subject, I cannot, I think, do better than make extracts from some
Teports I made you at the time. On the 7th June last, I wrote in my weekly report of
that date :—

“I have seen the Indian agent during the past week, also Chiefs Moosomin,
Thunderchild and young Poundmaker. All is quiet on the Indian reserves. I have

#pecial patrols out. )

.. ‘““Had the trouble at Duck Lake in connection with ¢ Almighty Voice’ continued
It would undoubtedly have unsettled the Indians of this district.
“The Refugee Crees that camein from Montana, U.8.A., last year (155 in number)
are for the greater part, not yet settled on the reserves. Many of these Indians have
N ‘hangers on’ about American towns and settlements, some of them have learnt
speak English. The intercourse these Indians have had with white men about
Western American settlements, has not, in my opinion, been of a beneficial nature. I
Pointed this out to the Indian agent.”

On the 14th June I made you a special report, in which I said: “I have to
“‘eknowledge the receipt of your telegram, regarding supposed cattle killing by Indians,
4nd movements of Indians.” ’

_I have two patrol parties out now and another will leave this afternoon or to-morrow.
Wwill keep you posted as to information received as you direct.
n Indian matters generally, I would call attention to the remarks I made thereon
2 my weekly report dated the 7th June; I have still to report that the Indians are
QUiet on the reserves. A satisfactory state of affairs but one that ocan change instant-
8neously as we all know. oo
tn The trouble over Almighty Voice has been much talked of among all the Indians ;
o aty and non-treaty. The result has not as far as known made itself apparent in any
Vert act on the part of the Indians, as I have said allis quiet ; still the way the Indians
- Over this matter (Indian fashion of course) comes to my ears and the ears of the

lan 1Depa.rtment; officials also. It is quite evident that the spirit of unrest, thought
5—9 '
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apparently dormant, is by no means dead among the younger men. It is not to be
wondered at, the habits of a life time are not easy to unlearn. While the chiefs and
older men are adverse to, and even fear any trouble arising, the young men are not all of
the same mind. They not only realize what an amount of mischief a few Indians can
do before being punished but they have an enormously exaggerated idea of their own
power. This added to the love of notoriety, largely developed in Indian character, points
them out as an element requiring careful police supervision at all times. Another point,
the Indians in the district are not as well off as they have been in the past. As tonon-
treaty Indians the hunting and fishing have been poor. The treaty Indians find it hard,
they say next to impossible, to earn money by working for or making sales of wood to
white inen, this owing to some extent to the extraordinarily heavy losses in cattle
(many work oxen) suffered by the Tndians last winter. In addition to these losses I
think it is known that the Indians do not now possess the number of cattle formerly
shown on the departmental stock books, in other words the Indian’s power to earn
something over and above what they receive as aid (in the shape of rations) from the
Government has in the past been overrated. A hungry Indian like a hungry white man
is not as docile or as contented as he is found to be under more favourable circumstances.

In talking among themselves as well as to their Half-breed and white friends the
Indians maintain that the daily ration received is too small to live on, and that their
power of supplementing such ration by their own labour has become minimized. 'In
addition to this, though strictly speaking not relating to Indians, the poorer class of Half-
breeds are in bad circumstances some utterly destitute, of these some are really Indians
by birth though they do not take treaty. These people (who I might note have had
much consideration and aid from the Government) are related to the Indians speaking
the same language. They exercise a certain influence, which I fear is not in the majority
of cases likely to be a favourable one even if comparatively passive. Then again
there are always those white men who should know better, who when occasion offers, as it
must from time to time, are not only too glad to sympathize with Indian statements and
conclusions drawn therefrom to an extent that establishes a belief in a grievance.

I earnestly hope that I have not expressed myself in a manner at all calculated to
convey the impression that I have taken upon myself to criticize the policy of the Indian
Department. Nothing could be further from my desire. The Indian agent here I see
constantly, I know he takes a keen interest in the affairs of his department and works
indefatigably. I speak of the Indians from a police point of view only, and in so far as
they, and circumstances in connection with their condition, might affect the peace and
well-being of this district. I have since had no reason to change any of the views I
then expressed, nor do I think comment at any length is necessary. I give a practical
illustration showing how imperative it is that an efficient police force be maintained in
Saskatchewan, without the moral influence, as well as the power of, such force the result
would have been vastly different. We know from the experience of our neighbours,
south of the international line, that even a small Indian war makes large demands on
the public treasury. In addition to this Canada has had her own experience in 1885.

PRAIRIE FIRES.

The first fire of the year was seen on the 15th April, and by the following day fires
appeared to be coming from all directions, one even being between the Battle and
Saskatchewan Rivers. By making strenuous efforts we were enabled to save all
property that was in danger.

An Indian boy was brought before me charged with setting fire to the prairie, and
although his act was a deliberate one and was the cause of a very extended fire, I had
to take into consideration his youthfulness, and that his act was in ignorance of the
consequences ; I therefore sentenced him to two weeks’ imprisonment.

These fires continued until the 7th May, which day saw the last of them for the
year. It is a remarkable fact, and owing entirely to the very wet summer we have
had, that no signs of a prairie fire have been seen this fall.
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A settler was charged before me on the 19th May with setting fire to the stubble
on his land without taking the necessary precautions, by reason of which a prairie fire
was started. Taking into consideration the fact that the accused worked a day and a
night with the help of a hired man in putting out the fire, and further that through his
exertions much property was saved, I released him on his paying a fine of $10.

That loss by prairie fire is a danger that North-west settlers have constantly to
face is an acknowledged fact. The subject is one that the territorial press keep before
their readers, it has also had, and will doubtless continue to have, the attention of the
People’s representatives in the Legislative Assembly. We hear from time to time of
Inventions that have been made for preventing and extinguishing prairie fires ; it is to be
hoped that practical good will result therefrom. In the weantime, as I have said, the
danger of loss by fire continues. As far as this district is concerned it is to the favourable
Season that the absence of prairie fires is wholly owing. Immediately after such a season
the experience of other years is to a great extent lost sight of. This year, I am thankful
to say, there is little loss to record, yet it is to be hoped that the settlers will not
become imbued with a false sense of security. An unfavourable season and the danger
15 as great as ever, greater in fact, for in the past police fire patrols have been kept on
the move, special detachments have been located at the different points, all with the
view of preventing fires and aiding settlers when they did take place. As the strength
" of the force in the older portions of the territories becomes yearly reduced, as has been the
case, so also must the power of rendering such aid from police sources be minimized.
Should next spring or autumn be extremely dry, prairie fires may rage as fiercely as
ever. As soon as loss is sustained or property threatened, demands will be made for
Police services ; compliance with such demands, with a greatly reduced force, will not be
Practicable. Complaints will probably be many and loud. It behoves all classes of
Settlers to remember the possible danger and as far as possible guard against it.

In my report of last year I said :—*The average settler and rancher is a busy
an, and, during the summer and autumn months particularly, every minute is taken
up. As a rule he does something to protect his haystacks, etc., but in the majority of -
cases the something is not thorough. I believe if bona fide guards were made at the pro-
per season of the year around prescribed districts, taking advantage of natural aids, such
as rivers, creeks, etc., the money so employed would be well expended. The expenses
Incurred would take the form of monsy used in insurance, and would be fractional
Compared to the loss so often sustained. In this I speak of a district like that of
Saskatchewan, where hay is put up to feed cattle during the winter months. Possibly
8 practical ordinance could be framed. Of course expenditure of money in such cases
Wwould have to be general and compulsory.” '

LIQUOR LAWS,

Two Indians have been punished for being drunk and two white men for being
drunk and creating a disturbance.

. I hope that experience will show that the amended liquor ordinance is both prac-
tical and beneficial.

HALF-BREEDS.

As I have previously pointed out the Half-breed population of the district is a large
one. These people have worked hard during the year. Freighting, harvesting, fishing
and hunting are their principal means of support. I speak only of the poorer class of
Half-breeds. There is always a certain amount of destitution and suffering, particularly

uring the winter months. The Government has shown these people much consideration,
Which, I think is appreciated. The free relief given in urgent cases has been very small,
1t has been principally to old people, also to infirm and sick ; that the demands for such
relief have been few speaks well for the efforts made to be self sustaining.

It/is never possible to foretell with anything like certainty what is likely to happen
during the coming winter, should it prove to be a hard one, game, fur and fish scarce
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then in some cases aid will be necessary, either in the shape of work provided or free
relief. .

TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE LINES.

Under this head I will ask leave to repeat what I said last year :—* The telegraph
and telephone lines have worked regularly during the year.

“The establishment of a telegraph office at Bresaylor has been of much convenience.

*“T would bring to your notice and strongly recommend that telephonic communica-
tion be established between the telegraph office at Onion Lake and our outpost there.
The dictance is about 3} miles, the cost would be next to nothing, our men ocould, I
think, get out the poles required. It would certainly make police service more efficient
if the non-commissioned officer in charge at Onion Lake could at all times be promptly
communicated with from here.”

In addition to the above recommendation, may T point out that a telegraph instru-
ment could be put in our detachment building at Macfarlanes (Saskatoon trail), at a
nominal cost. If a constable could be found having a knowledge of telegraphy, he could
be stationed there as one of the detachment, and be available as Governinent line repairer
as well. This recommendation if acted upon would increase the efliciency of the telegraph
service, and be an undoubted aid to the police force in the district.

ROADS AND BRIDGES.

The Battle River bridge, a useful and important Dominion public work, has under-
gone some repairs during the year. Such repairs were necessary. This bridge is in
constant use, and as a public thoroughfare is of great convenience. T understand it to be
the intention of the department to have sowe further repairs completed in the spring. On
the “stitch in time” principle, this bridge should be inspected periodically and its con-
dition reported upon.

The other bridges, all small ones, in the district were built and are maintained with
territorial funds. They are in very fair condition. On the Saskatoon trail the number
of bridges necessary is very great. During the past summer, considerable work has
been done on them under the direction of the district engineer. A new and more
direct trail has been opened up between Battleford and Baljeannie. The roads in the
district are on the whole good.

GAME.

Last winter deer were very plentiful. It is too soon yet to speak of the coming
winter ; but Indians and Half-breeds report many tracks seen, and are confident of a
good hunt.

Geese, ducks and swans were very numerous this autumn, but the warm weather
prevented native hunters from putting away the usual supply for winter use.

Prairie chickens and ruffed grouse were scarce, though possibly not quite so much
so as last year.

FURS.

The fur trade was quite up to the average, not so large as last year, but still good.
The value of furs exported from Battleford was, I should judge, $13,500 or $14,000.
Of furs exported from outlying districts it is hard to estimate.

It is expected that rabbits will be very scarce this winter, or they may disappear
altogether ; if so the trade in lynx and fox skins will decrease.

FISHERIES.

It may, at first sight, appear an unnecessary repetition to quote the remarks I last
year made under this head, yet the subject is too important to be passed over lightly,
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and I earnestly hope it is to have early departmental attention. What I said was:—
“All the Saskatchewan district is rich in fish which abound in the rivers
and large inland lakes. The fish may be classified as follows: Whitefish, sturgeon,
Pickerel, lake or salmon trout, pike or jackfish and . goldeye. To a large por-
tion of the Half breed and Indian population, fish is the most important article of diet.

n addition to this it is a mercantile commodity as affecting their revenues in trade and
Sale, this particularly during the winter months. Of course I now make no allusion to
fish that are exported by fishing companies. Some years ago, in writing under this

ead T said ‘T am aware that the protection of the fish is receiving attention at the
hands of the Dominion Government. It wmay be well to note therefore that the fishery
egulations are not generally known and understood in the territories. To the average

{alf-breed and Indian mind a close season for fish is unaccountable. T believe I am
Tight in saying that the fishery authorities have only been able to establish a close season
for fish in settled portions of the territories. Doubtless this has been unavoidable but
1t has nevertheless given rise to general dissatisfaction, particularly among the Indians.

t is obvious that an Indian living near a large settlement cannot understand why he at
Stated periods is not allowed to set out his nets, knowing as he does that his relations in
more remote and out of the way places kill fish all the year round. I believe that in so
iar as they relate to Indians the regulations will require some elastic provisions, and that
1t will not be found advisable or practicable to enforce such regulations on any cast iron
Tule. I notice too that few people agree as to the habits of fish, and the diversity of
Opinions expressed ac to the true spawning season is wonderful. On this point I think
1t would be advisable for the department controlling the fisheries to obtain the opinion
f reliable and experienced northern fishermen.’ T find that in the Battleford district
the native population are not as familiar with the conditions of the Fisheries Act as
they are with the game laws. I attribute this to the fact that in Battleford itself there
1S no representative of the Fisheries Department. T trust this will soon be rectified and
4 capable man employed who should receive sufficient remuneration to enable him to

devote ample time for the careful carrying out of the prescribed regulations regarding close
8easons.”

FEVER EPIDEMIC.

Early in this year scarlet fever made itself apparent in the district, many cases were
located by the doctors. The people realized that prompt and effective steps should be
kun to prevent as far as possible the spread of the disease. A public meeting was called
and representations were made to the Lieutenant-Governor and council, result being
that a board of health was authorized and organized. The practical step taken by the
afd were carried into effect by non-commissioned officers and men of this division
detailed by me for that purpose, the duty required was efficiently and thoroughly per-
fo_"med, this to the entire satisfaction of the board of health and the people of the dis-
trict generally.

By so employing the police, in addition to the efficiency I have noted, the general
€Xpenditure connected with the duties appertaining to the board of health were mini-
Mized so eflecting a very considerable saving.

One settler at Jackfish lost two of his children by scarlet fever.

It is many months now since any cases have been reported, none I believe are now
known to exist. 1 firmly believe that scarlet fever would have gone throtigh all the

Ndian reserves had it not been for the precautionary steps taken. I am thankful to
able to say this ; scarlet fever once established amongst Indians could only have been
®radicated with much difficulty and the chances are loss of life.

Soon after mid-summer cases of typhoid fever were reported, at least three deaths
are attributable to this disease. The outbreak was severe enough though mild when
Compared with the experience of other years. I feared at one time that the outbreak
Was t0 be a very bad one and that the history of 1886 might repeat itself, fortunately
Such was not the case. The assistant-surgeon may, in his report, be able to inform you
88 to the exact number of typhoid cases treated.
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As to the cause of typhoid outbreaks the subject has in the past been fully discussed
by our surgeons. I am aware that it is considered a sacrilege for an ordinary “layman”
to express an opinion thereon, I may safely say, however, that sanitary precautions
and regulations have not always received due attention from the settlers of the district.
What was in the power of the police to do was done.

When a settlement becomes as large as Battleford, I should think it would be in
the public interest and welfare to put the village ordinance in force, by so doing funds
would be divided in an equitable manner.

I awmn pleased to be able to report that no member of the force serving here con-
tracted either scarlet or typhoid fever. I have invariably used my utmost endeavour to
keep the post buildings scrupulously clean. In a wet season, such as the last, pools of
stagnant water remained exposed during the greater part of the summer. There are a
large number of such holes inside the barrack inclosure, these should be filled up with
gravel. The quantity of gravel required would be great but the work is necessary ; the
police could not haul nearly all the gravel required themselves, but I would suggest
contracts being let in the spring to deserving Half-breeds.

OUT-POSTS.

The permanent out-posts of the division are at Onion Lake, Macfarlanes, Henrietta
and Jackfish. Every attention has been paid to making them as comfortable and com-
plete as possible. The manner in which they are kept leaves nothing to be desired.

Onion Lake is an important point and has, for some years, been in charge of a staff-
sergeant. Monthly reports of the work done have been furnished you. It is from this
point that patrols are made to Egg Lake (where a new Half-breed settlement is situated),
Saddle Lake, Whitefish Reserve, Frog Lake, Moose Lake, Island Lake, Cold Lake and
Pitt. :

The detachments at Macfarlanes and Henrietta are situated on the Saskatoon trail.
At very little cost and principally by our work considerable additions have been made.
In addition to these out-posts being necessary as police stopping places, patrols are con-
ducted therefrom, and when prairie fires are likely to occur extra men are stationed
there as fire-gardians. All the out-posts were inspected very frequently during the year
by myself and other officers. Reports of such inspections were forwarded you.

A temporary out-post was established at Bresaylor when danger from prairie fire
was apprehended. :

At Big Gully (which is between Bresaylor and Pitt) we have a small shack and
stable which we built ourselves. We also have a suflicient quantity of hay put up.
These buildings are made use of in winter by parties travelling to and from Onion Lake.

I should like to see a police out-post built haifway between Henrietta and Saska-
toon. Such an out-post, or more properly speaking stopping place, would be useful
at all times of the year, particularly in winter. A supply of hay could be put up as is
done at Big Gully. It would not be necessary to keep any men stationed there.

STRENGTH OF DIVISION.

The following table shows the present distribution :—

|
Place. Officers. Og;g;-s. Constables, ;| Specials, | Total.
— e

Battleford ...... .... TR : 3 \ 8 o7 | 4 42
Onion Lake. ............ oot ciiiie o } 1 3 0. P 4
Henrietta. . ...t it | 1 ) N D 2
Macfarlanes. ... ....... ... il e [P 2 2
Jackfish ........ .. ... ... Ll [ e 1 ... 1
Total .o oo \ 3 10 34 s | 51
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There have been transferred from the division for duty in the Yukon, two
corporals and five men ; three constables have purchased their discharge, and two con-
Stables have heen discharged, their time having expired. One of the latter, however,
Reg. No. 2419, Constable J. S. Allen, re-engaged for a further term of three years
service on the 8th of this month,

F. G. Burke, a boy fourteen years of age, has been engaged as bugler.

There has therefore been a net loss to the division of two corporals and eight men.

PHYSIQUE AND HEALTH OF DIVISION.

The physique and health of the division is good. Special mention thereof will no
doubt be made by the assistant surgeon in his annual report.

The nearest approach to a case of serious illness is that of Reg. No. 2463, Sergeant
8. Crosthwait, who is now in hospital suffering from an acute attack of rheumatism.

CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE.

The conduct and discipline of the division has, I am pleased to say, been very good.
The following return of punishments awarded and fines inflicted speaks for itself :—

Imprisoned .. ... ... e 2
C B e 1
CB.andfined......... ... ... .. .. i 9
Fined. .. . ... . .. 13

Total...... .. .o i 25

Total amount of fines inflicted, $150.

DESERTIONS.

There have been no desertions from this division for the past twelve years.

DRILL.

With the strength of the division annually decreasing and the police duties
demanded of us increasing, it is not always found practicable to have a thorough course
of drill gone through with. I may say, however, that during the past winter drills
were carried on in the new drill hall, men were divided into classes and squads, and
satisfactory progress made. T hope to continue drill in a like manner during the
coming winter. Mounted parades, drills and exercise rides were held as often as
Possible.

POLICE DUTY AND PATROLS.

A glance at the map attached will give some idea of the extent of the divisional
Patrols. The area covered is a large one. In the first place it was necessary to visit
Periodically the different Indian reserves and camps of non-treaty Indians, as well as
the fishing lakes where Indians, particularly non-treaty Indians and some of the poorer
classes of Half-breeds, are for a great part of the year constantly congregated. In addi-
tion to this, ranchers and other settlers located in isolated places like to see, and look
for, police patrols. A fact that I think shows confidence in the manner in which such
police duties are performed. ’

To maintain an efficient patrol system with reduced strength taxed our resources
considerably. No men, employed or otherwise were exempt from such duty.
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The weekly patrol reports from Onion Lake, Jackfish, Macfarlanes and Henrietta
were forwarded you as received.

1t was found necessary to make a special patrol to Sounding Lake during the
month of May. At this time an intelligent Indian known as Young Poundmaker
reported to me that while hunting in the vicinity of Sounding Lake he came upon a
shack that had recently been occupied by hunters or travellers. Near the shack he saw
what he took to be a newly made grave. He also followed the trail of a wagon going,
as he thought, in the direction of Maple Creek or Medicine Hat. Other reports of a
much more sensational character were also in circulation, and foul play was hinted at.
I therefore decided to send out a patrol under Sergeant Mills, The party left here on
the 21st May, it was therefore on its way to Sounding Lake when your orders regarding
such patrol were received. The instructions Sergeant Mills had were similar to those
sent me by you. Sergeant Mills returned here on the 31st May and made me the
following report as to the duty performed :—

“On arriving at the hunters’ shack, seven miles north-west of Sounding Lake, I
found the grave reported by the Indian. It was well fenced in and at the head of the
grave was placed a piece of hewed poplar 12 x 6 inches with the following inscription
cut in it: ‘Sacred to the memory of Charles Lennox. Died March 1st, 1897. Age 40
years 3 months.” The grave is on top of a knoll about 75 yards from the shack. I
leoked about the shack and in the ridge polls inside I found the following written in
pencil : ¢ Arrived here 25th Oct., 1896, left here on the 10th April, 1897, and pulled for
Medicine Hat. (Signed) G. E. Adsit.” On the floor of the shack I found a discharge
form of Thos. William Harris, 4 bill of goods purchased in Havre, Mont., a ticket to the
races at Medicine Hat, Sept. 2nd, 1896, and the names of Griffith and E. G. Hales on
the title pages of books. On the following day I opened the grave and about five feet
down I found the remains of a man about 40 years old, 6 feet 1 inch tall, complexion
fair, with sandy beard and thin long hair of the same shade, weight when alive about
200 pounds. Judging by the face of the corpse I would say he had not been sick long,
as it looked just as full as it would in life. The grave was well made with poles and
blankets (the same kind of blankets as used by the police), the remains were covered
with a cow skin robe and a rug (the rug also the same as the police issue), the body was
propetly laid in the grave and there were no marks of violence on it as far as I could
see. I filled the grave in the same way as I found it and returned to the post.”

From the report and other inquiries made it was afterwards ascertained that there
had been no foul play, that Mr. Lennox, an ex-member of the force, had died from
natural causes ; also that while ill he had apparently had every care possible from the
hands of his comrade, Mr. Adsit, who afterwards buried the body.

In Staff-Sergeant Hall’s report of last year, he mentions the fact of a man named
Scholey being drowned near Moose Creek. Strange to say, the body was found by
Corporal Smith as far down the Saskatchewan as Henrietta, this was on the 9th July
last. Corporal Smith, by my directions, buried the body at Henrietta. Scholey was a
discharged sergeant in the Royal Artillery. I have made several inquiries through
Imperial authorities and other ways, but so far can trace no next of kin. The personal
effects that belonged to Scholey are now in charge of Staff-Sergeant Hall, at Onion
Lake, among them is nothing of value. It was clearly shown that he had no
money in his possession at the time of his death.

YUKON SERVICE AS IT AFFECTS DIVISIONS.

The important services demanded of the police in the Yukon district, necessitated
the selection of some of the very best men in the divisions for such work. Speaking for
my own division, the loss of such men is much felt, it has not been found possible to
replace them, and the division has necessarily suffered in efficiency and by reduction.
So it must if the force in the Yukon country is to be augmented without a similar
increase in the establishment of the different divisions.
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HORSES.

The horses of the division are distributed as follows :—

Place. Saddle. | Team. | Totals.
{

Battleford. ... .. ..ot e 30 7 37
nion Lake 4 1 5
enrietta 3 3
acfarlanes . ... 3. 3
ackfish 1 1
O8t. . ... ... ...l 1 Cee 1
o Y B 1 1

Total...ooveiiriarnennnn. e 42 9 51

The division has lost by death, two, viz., Reg. Nos. 948 and 1114, and 13
have been cast and sold for cash at the rate of $21 per head. Horse Reg. No. 2194
(shown as “lost ”) has not yet been recovered. Seven remounts have been received
from depot.

An inspection of the horses was made by Inspector Burnett, V.S,, in the month of
OPtOber. He found the horses in good condition, and has, I presume, furnished you
With special report.

The total number of miles travelled is 102,967,

HERD.

The horses turned out to herd last winter did well, and came back in good condition
and benefited by the change. The herd ground was situated at the south end of Jack-
fish Lake, some twenty miles from here. I am satisfied that this winter, equally good
feed can be obtained much nearer, six or seven miles distant. This will be more con-
Venient for the officers and veterinary staff-sergeant making fortnightly inspections.
It will also lighten transport work.

THE POST LATRINE.

During the summer we built, with police labour, a large new latrine. It is con-

Structed on what is known as the  dry earth system.” The money appropriated for this

uilding was certainly well spent. A want often mentioned by the surgeons and others
has at Jast been supplied. :

THE DRILL HALL.

The old recreation hall, which we now term the  drill hall,” as now completed, pre-
Sents a very fair appearance and would do credit to any barracks. The work was done by
Our carpenter, Reg. No. 2593, Constable A. M. Frizzell, under my directions. Such a

all hag long been wanted for drill instruction purposes during the winter months. It

8150 makes a suitable court house and is used as such at the sittings of the Supreme
ourt, ’

BUILDING REPAIRS NECESSARY.

As T have recently reported the buildings comprising this post (I do not speak of
old log buildings) all more or less require repairs of a permanent character. The
Uildings are valuable and it is false economy to neglect them further, stone foundations
should be put under all of them. They should be painted outside, and, where required
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new porches, platforms and doorsteps built. New flooring was necessary, and inside
of stable carefully gone over.

I presume such repairs could only be done under the Public Works Department or
on contract. With the number of men here now such work, or any considerable part
of it, could not be attempted by police labour.

Practically speaking nothing has been done to these buildings, beyond very small
repairs which from time to time became imperative, since they were built. The small
sums of money from time to time appropriated have been expended with judgment and
economy. Every advantage was taken of police labour.

I have furnished you with an approximate estimate as to cost of repairs necessary
and I trust it will be possible to set apart a separate appropriation for the much needed
work. Unless stone foundations are built with a view of replacing the wooden sills now
rotten, the buildings will suffer still further. The shingling requires repairs in many
places. With the exception of the roofs the buildings have not been painted on the out-
side since completion. Such painting is little short of a necessity if the slightest regard
is to be given to their being kept sound and weatherproof, to say nothing of the
desirability of their presenting a cleanly and healthful appearance.

I would strongly recommend the erection of a small sick stable.

WATER SUPPLY AND FIRE PROTECTION,

I have nothing much to add to my remarks of last year.

The recent purchase of windmill and pump (which are to be set up shortly I under-
stand) will I earnestly hope prove a satisfactory and judicious one. It will be a great
relief when we can pump the water for the horses, hauling it from the river is an
arduous task. Then again such pump and tank must add greatly to our means of fire
protection.

We now have three tanks kept full with a total capacity of 18,720 gallons. This
in addition to Babcock fire extinguishers, etc. The condition of the fire engine is con-
stantly looked to, and fire parades are held weekly. .

FORAGE.

The forage supplied Junder contract was good. And the prices paid for the same
most moderate. The oats accepted on contract were grown in this section of the country.

FUEL.

The fuel used at]this post’is wood. A comparatively large supply is required as the
buildings are so scattered. The price paid for wood averaged about %2.30, out pf this
the contractor pays”timber dues.

COAL OIL.

The brand of] coal oil specified in the contract is an inferior one. Bad coal oil i8
dear at any price, to say nothing of the danger unnecessarily incurred. This I think 18

a matter of importance. I have noted it year after year and I hope this year the
desirable change may_ be made.

SADDLERY AND HARNESS,

The saddlery and harness receive care and attention. The division saddler is &
good workman, takes an interest in his work, is prompt and careful in making repairs
etc. The supply we have is sufficient to meet our wants. I do not think I shall have
to ask for any more than material for ordinary repairs.
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ARMS.

The Winchester carbines and Enfield revolvers with which our men are armed, are,
to put it mildly, out of date. The inefficiency of these arms has so often been dealt with
in detail that I do not now consider it necessary to repeat myself ; I shall only add that I

trust it will be possible to supply the force at an early date with a modern cavalry car-
bine and revolver.

TARGET PRACTICE.

The division was put through its annual target practice, the average made was
about the same aslast year. The men went through a course of musketry instruction.
I might add that a team from this division took a high place in the Canadian Military
Rifle League, Winchester branch.

CLOTHING AND KIT.

On the whole the clothing and kit supplied has been satisfactory. I might take
exception to the cloaks and capes of which a very small number were received during
the year, these are in my opinion vastly inferior to the old cavalry pattern (blue) with
which the force was at one time issued. I do not think those we now have will prove
thoroughly serviceable. The price of cloaks and capes on repayment (812) seems
unnecessarily high. I have had to make special report to you regarding the inadequate
supply of long boots. No boots have been received in this division since September,
1896, many pairs are now due.

UNIFORM.

T am still of the opinion that the time has come when a change of uniform is
advisable. I fully believe that such change would increase the efficiency and comfort,
as well as effect material saving. TIf I mistake not many officers besides myself have in
the past made a similar recommendation. T have previously dealt with the matter in a
somewhat detailed way and am prepared to do so again should 1 be called upon. In the
meantime I trust some practical steps may be taken in the direction I suggest.

TRANSPORT.

Every effort is made to keep the transport in good and serviceable condition. In a
district such as this, off any line of railway, the wear and tear of transport is naturally
very great. Summer and winter the transport is in constant use.

During the year we had to condemn one half-spring wagon as completely worn
out.  On your authority it has been struck off charge. The remaining half-spring
wagon, though still in use, cannot last much longer.

T hope it will be possible to supply the division with a suitable light patrol wagon.

The four-horse spring wagon is serviceable, but too heavy for use with two
!lol‘ses, except for very short distances. Of the two light spring wagons we have, one
Is new and serviceable, the other has suffered from fair wear and tear. When a new
circle is obtained for it the necessary repairs can be made. Two spring wagons do not
Ieet our requirements, I trust that it will be possible to supply an additional one.

Our buckboards have had their full share of work. One of the double ones should
be replaced.

In the shape of winter transport, I would ask that a good light bob-sleigh be
supplied ; this the division is badly in need of.

ARTILLERY.

We have at this post one 9 pr. M.L.R. gun and two 7 pr. mountain guns. The 7 pr. -
8uns, in accordance with your instructions, are only to be used for saluting and instruct-
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ing purposes. The carriages and limbers of these mountain guns (Brouze Mark 2) are
not serviceable. The guns themselves are serviceable. The 9 pr. gun could not be used
by a division of our present strength as a field gun. It would require more horses and
men than we could, it is safe to presume, spare. In case of trouble the gun might be
useful about the post.

The artillery harness is kept thoroughly clean and is serviceable.

" The artillery ammunition and stores on charge are carefully kept, though much of
both are very old and have suffered from exposure in transport and the natural
deterioration that time brings about. The gunpowder contained in filled cartridges and
in bulk is all in bad condition, even worse I find than I previously reported. At least
one-third should be destroyed ; of the balance remaining not more than one-half I should
say could be safely classed as serviceable for actual work. The other half might, for
the greater part, be available for exercising, saluting, etc.

The powder in filled cartridges kept in metal lined cases has not suffered to the same
extent as the loose powder or the cartridges that have at different times been packed
for service.

Some of the ammunition we have has been in Canada since 1867.

I might also note that we have never had a good magazine.

A board of officers is now being held on artillery stores, etc., with a view of
reporting as to what should be destroyed and what replaced.

MESSING AND COOKING.

The importance of messing and cooking has never for a moment been lost sight of.
In the first place, the comfort and general appearance of the mess room has been
improved ; this by our own efforts and with some little aid from the canteen fund. This
fund has also been enabled to set apart a monthly per capita messing grant.

The division cook, special Constable Simpson, continues to give satisfaction. All
ranks take an interest in the well-being and management of their mess.

I have supervised the management of many messes but never before with such
entire satisfaction.

LIBRARY.

The division library, which is kept up by voluntary monthly subscriptions, has
been increased during the year. It now numbers some seven hundred volumes. It is
managed by a committee, every man in the division has the opportunity offered to
submit the names of books desired to be purchased. Reading matter is furnished the
detachments.

The division as a whole is proud of its library, as it has every reason to be. All
realize the instruction, amusement and healthy recreation it provides.

I inclose the following documents :—

Report of Asst.-Surgeon Fraser.
¢« « Staff-Sergeant Pringle.
Table of cases tried.
Estimates for the year.
Patrol map. ¢
T have the honour to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,

J. COTTON,
Superintendent Commanding “C” Division.
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REPORT OF STAFF-SERGEANT W. J. HALL.

Oxio¥ Laxg, 30th’ November, 1897.

To the Officer Commanding N. W. Mounted Police,
Battleford.

Sir,—1I have the honour to submit my annual report for Onion Lake detachment

or year ending this date.

During the past year the following districts have been patrolled ‘regularly : Egg,
Saddle and White Fish Lakes, West ; Frog, Moose and Long Lakes, North-west ; Island
Lake, East and Fort Pitt, South ; Egg Lake, Father Lacomb’s Half-breed Reserve.

This reserve is still under the management of the Rev. Father Therien. Quite
& number of families have moved there during the past summer, and the place

a8 now the appearance of a prosperous settlement. Their crop this season was an
Unusually good one, which was most encouraging to the settlers. A saw and grist-mill
19 in course of construction, it having been removed from Lac La Biche ; this will enable
them to grind their own grain and supply themselves with lumber. Their reserve con-
tains sufficient timber for all purposes. A new school-house has been built and school
ht?ld daily with a fair attendance. A telegraph office has been opened at the mission,
With the Rev. Father Therien as operator. There has been no breach of the law
8mongst them during the past year, and they are, free from contagion, their sanitary
condition being well looked after.

SADDLE LAKE AND WHITEFISH LAKE RESERVES

Are now under the control of Agent Sibbald.” These Indians have given no trouble
d“l‘ing the year. They have become good workers, and seem to take great interest in
eir work. Unfortunately their crops proved almost a failure this season, owing no
oubt to the late spring. Their houses are well built and kept tidy and clean. There

33 been no contagious disease amongst them, and no breach of the law has been
Teported to me.

FROG LAKE.

The small band of Indians who live here make their living by)the chase. They
done fairly well during the past season, their catch of fur being quite up to the

8verage. There has been no breach of the law during 'the year, and no contagious
18ease amongst them. They receive no Government aid

have

MOOSE LAKE.

About twenty-five families live in this district and make their living hunting and
' ﬁﬁhing. They have given no trouble during the year. They seem to live fairly well.
h is plentiful in Moose Lake.

ISLAND LAKE.

A small band of some sixty Indians live here. They also make their living by the

thase, and have done very well during the past season. They held a sun dance on 7th

June, The head man of the band came in to ask me if I would go out and see the dance
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so that I could see for myself it was not got up for any bad purpose. I promised him I
would do so. On my arrival I found they were waiting for me; they commenced their
dancing as soon as I arrived and kept it up for one day. It proved to be a pretty tame
affair ; no outsiders attended as I discourage their dances as much as possible. These
Indians are very law abiding and give no trouble. They receive no government assistance.

FORT PITT.

The ferry crosses the river at this point, the telegraph operator being the only
resident. Very few miners have been working on the river this season in comparison
with former years. This may be accounted for by the Klondyke gold excitement and
the construction of the Crow’s Nest Pass Railway.

ONION LAKE RESERVE.

This reserve under the charge of Agent Mann shows progress, and few Indians in
the Territories are better skilled in cultivation. Their crops are always well put in and
neatly fenced. Although their crops were almost a failure this season it has not discour-
aged them as they have broken considerable ground fornext spring’s seeding.

Treaty was paid on 17th July.

The Chippewyan Reserve is also under the charge of Agent Mann. These Indians
had a very successful hunt during the past season. Two cases of supposed glanders
came under my notice during the spring. After examining the horses I did not consider
they were suffering from that disease, but had nasal catarrh, brought on, I have no
doubt, from exposure. However, I had them isolated, and in the course of a few
weeks they were all right and no symptoms have been reported of the disease since.

Owing to the late spring the crops were poor and very little more than seed for
next year will be saved.

The cattle throughout the district are in fine condition. The calf crop was very
good this season. No disease has appeared amongst the cattle in the district during
the past year.

PRAIRIE FIRES.

There has been no damage done by prairie fires throughout the district.

LIQUOR.

There has been no breach of the liquor law in the district during the year.

FISH AND GAME.

Fish plentiful, prairie chickens and rabbits are very scarce. Fur bearing animals
promise to be scarce this season ; at least this is predicted by the hunting Indians.

RATIONS.

Rations are received from troop headquarters at regular intervals, they are of
superior quality, an ample supply is always kept on hand.

FORAGE.

Hay put in by contractor is of best quality, and the oats supplied the detachment
are of the finest grade. The supply is well kept up.
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KIT.

The men’s kits on this detachment are complete. Their arms are kept in good
order. I inspect the arms weekly.
The conduct and discipline of the men has been very good.

TRANSPORT.

The transport is in good shape, I had it painted during the spring.

HARNESS.

Saddles and harness are in good repair, and are kept clean and in good order.

The detachment has been frequently visited by an officer, and a thorough inspection
held at each visit.

The horses are always well looked after. Although doing some hard work they
are generally in good working condition.

I am glad to be able to report the absence of crime in this district. No doubt our
system of patrols has much to do with this, as I have no set time for visiting any one
place and am apt to turn up almost anywhere in the district unexpectedly.

The number of miles travelled by the detachment during the year was fifteen
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three.

I am pleased to state that throughout the whole district the police are treated with
the greatest respect.

I haveZthe honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

W. L. HALL,
StafF-Sgt. in charge Detachment.
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APPENDIX K.

REPORT OF TRIP TO THE YUKON BY INSPECTOR W. H. SCARTH.

NoRTH-WEST MOUNTED PoOLICE,
Fort CoONSTANTINE, 17th June, 1897.
The Officer Commanding
Yukon Detachment,
Fort Constantine.

Sir,—1I have the honour to submit herewith a diary of my trip to this post from
Regina, from the 8th April, to the 12th June, 1897, both dates inclusive :—

Thursday, April 8th.—Left Regina at 11 a.m., Assistant Commissioner McIllree in
command, with S. Sergt. Bates, Corporals Carter, Conway, Belcher and Green, and
Constables Sabourin, Healy, Snell, Carter, Graham and Stuart. At Maple Creek,
Constable Donnelly joined party.

Friday, April 9th.—The Commissioner, A. S. M. Davis and Constables Aspinall,
Dundas, Broster, McCulloch, Good, Saunders and Smith came on board in early a.m.
Delayed few hours east of Donald by mud slide. When crossing the slide the track
slipped 18 inches. Commissioner left party at Donald. Encountered snow slide between
Summit and Glacier House. Train delayed four hours. Raining all day.

Saturday, April 10th.—Fine bright day.  Arrived Vancouver at 6 p.m.; boat for
Victoria had left. Found comfortable hotel for men.

Sunday, April 11th.—Bright warm day. Left for Victoria on steamer *“Charmer”
at 1.30 p.m.; good trip across. Chief of Police Hussey met party at wharf. N.C. officers
and constables were quartered at the Occidental Hotel.

Monday, April 12th.—Fine day, very warm. Issued lined stable clothing to
members of party.

Tuesday, April 13th.—Fine day. Purchased slickers, gum-boots and sou’-westers.

Wednesday, April 14th.—Fine day. +Sworn in as postmaster at Fort Cudahy;
gave bonds $250 ; received $50 in postage stamups, also mail for Klondike and Fort
Cudahy.

Thursday, April 15th.—Fine day. “City of Topeka” came in early a.m.; boarded
her at 10 a.m. Uniform ordered, and worn by men—Ilined duck jackets, breeches with-
out stripes, long boots without spurs, and broad brimmed felt hats. Left Victoria at
11.30 a.m. Number of miners from Nanaimo and bound for Yukon came on board.

Friday, April 16th.—Fine day ; very fine scenery. Passed steamer “ Alki” going
south, '

Saturday, April 17th.—Fine day. Stopped at St. Mary’s island to report to customs
officers. Passed steamer * Mexico ” south bound. Passed wreck of steamer ¢ Willapa,”
wrecked in a snowstorm in March last. Stopped at Loring late in the evening.

Sunday, April 18th.—Fine day. Fort Wrangel reached in a.m.; saw very fine
specimens of totem poles, also very large salmon (60 1bs.). Iread English Church service
in the saloon in the afternoon. :

Monday, April 19th.—Raining hard. Arrived at Juneau in early a.m. Went to
Occidental and Franklin hotels. Asst. Commissioner purchased further supplies from
Decker Bros., also ankle boots for members of party who did not have any. Steamer
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“Alex.” engaged to take us to Dyea. Customs officer would not let her leave port with
our party, as she was only licensed to carry 12. Very large number of saloons in this
town ; great deal of gambling.

Tuesday, April 20th.—Raining hard. Schooner ¢ Sealight ” engaged to take our
Party to Dyea. Great deal of jealousy between owners of boats engaged in this carrying
usiness. The captain of a small steamer called the “Seolin,” vents his spite on our
crew by knocking them down and otherwise illtreating them, and swearing he will not
let the boat sail (the crew consists of two men). The “ Seolin ” captain then goes up
town, meets captain of ¢ Sealight,” knocks him down and proceeds to thrash him when
both are run in by Deputy Marshal. Our captain is finally bailed out for $50 and
We get away at 9 p.m., having intended to leave at 6. We are packed like sardines,
30 men including the crew, 4 dogs, and about 13 tons of cargo. Cabin almost entirely
filled up by small gasoline engine.

Wednesday, April 2ist.—Cold raw day. Up Chilkoot Inlet before good stiff
breeze, pass steamer “ Rustler ” south bound, hear she had a narrow escape on north
ound trip running into an iceberg. Arrived at Dyea at 4 p.m. Captain ran us on
8andbar instead of going up the river,.in very short time we were left high and dry a
Ong distance out from the shore. Made camp about 2 miles from sea shore close to
Healy & Wilson’s trading port. Had everything up at the camp by 11 p.m. with aid
of wagon and team hired by Assistant Commissioner. Good sized Indian village here ;
tWo saloons. Indians are very well dressed and appear well to do. Large number of
People here who are constantly moving north.

Thursday, April 22nd. —Fine day. Not well, off duty all day. Men employed
Cutting firewood, &c.

Friday, April 23rd.—Fine day. Still off duty. Assistant Commissioner made
arrangements with Herron to pack our outfit to mouth of Cafion. Detailed N. C. O.
and four constables to go up with camp outfit and instructed them to keep moving the
Stuff. Steamer * Rustler ” arrived from Juneau with large number of people. Schooner
“Bealight ” gets away to day.

Saturday, April 24th.—Fine day. Party detailed yesterday start out in a.m.;
erron starts out with some of our outfit with a wagon and four-horse team and 11
Pack ponies. Corp. Green in charge of party detailed. Assistant Commissioner, Sergt.
Bates and inyself accompany party. Ten miles to mouth of Caiion; very bad travel-
Ing a5 there is no road. River is crossed and recrossed about 15 times, huge boulders
S8trewn all along the valley making the walking very hard. People are camped all the
Way along. We pass men, women and children with packs on their backs and it seems
be killing work. Large number of people camped at mouth of Caiion. Assistant
mmissioner, Sergt. Bates and self ride back in wagon.

Sunday, April 25.—Fine day. Steamer “ Seolin ” arrived from Juneau ; lands her
Passengers and their outfit on a barge a long way out from shore. Our men and other
People help them to land themselves and stores above high tide mark.

Monday, April 26th.—Fine day. Herron packed another lot of our stuff to-day. I

ke 8. M. Davis and rest of party, with exception of Staff-Sergeant Bates, Corp. Carter
and three men, up to mouth of Cafion. Arrive about 1.30 p.m.and pitch camp. Party
Sent up on Saturday have moved farther on and taken all the stuff sent up with them as
‘ar ag Pleasant Camp, 2% miles farther on. Pack trail to Pleasant Camp, built by Healy,
18 used to pass around Cafion. Make two trips half way to Pleasant Camp with packs.
ery hard work. The trail starts off with an abrupt rise of about 100 ft., and from now
On it is g continual succession of rises till an altitude of about 1,200 ft. above the creek is
Teached, the trail runs alongside of Cafion and the creek can be seen away below a mere
read. From here down to Pleasant Camp the road gradually descends for 100 ft. or so
Intil we are on a level with the creek again. A good deal of money has been spent on
18 trail, but it is a very bad one, especially at this time of the year, the slush and mud
Making it very slippery, so that one’s foothold is not very secure, and nasty falls are a
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frequent occurrence.  As most of outfit is put up in 50 pound packs (this is the usual
load, although some of the stronger members of the party took 100 pounds every trip),
the trip to Pleasant Camp and back takes about three hours. The Indians pack very
heavy loads, some of them taking from 150 to 200 pounds, they charge 13%c. per pound
from Dyea to the summit, about 16 miles. Hear of a great deal of stealing farther
up the pass.

Tuesday, April 27th.—Snowed during night. Fine, bright morning. Herron
arrived with remainder of outfit. Staff-Sergt. Bates and party arrived from Dyea.
Sent five men on to keep moving outfit on to Sheep Camp. Made six trips to-day,
party very tired. .

Wednesday, April 28th.—Snowing heavily during night. Fine morning. A man
packing over trail fell about 20 feet into a gulch running alongside of trail; was
unhurt. Asst. Commissioner arrived from Dyea. Made six trips to-day.

Thursday, April 29th.—Moved camp right through to Sheep Camp this morning.
Sleighing from Pleasant Camp to Sheep Camp, about two miles, very hard work ; ground
is bare in places and snow is soft. Assent very gradual. Trail runs very close to river
in places, and slopes towards it, making it hard to keep sleighs from going in. Constable
Donnelly had a nasty fall to-day. Big camp here.

Friday, April 30th.—Rained all night, raining in morning. 8. M. Davis and
party left for Pleasant Camp to bring up remainder of outfit. Everything here by 2 p.m.,
just in time as sleighing has given out. Asst. Commissioner engaged Indian chief Isaac
to pack our stuff to the summit for 5c. a pound. Two thefts reported this morning ;
one man had all his bacon stolen, another had a pair of rubber boots taken. ILarge
number of people here, see lots of horses going in, all look in good condition. Some
people on this side of the summit have been here since January. Saw American Customs
officer to-day on his way to Dyea ; has been accompanying man named Sullivan through
Alaska to the boundary line (the summit). Sullivan has a permit to take 2,000 gallons
of whisky into British Columbia, and had his outfit bonded through U. 8. Territory-
Has 200 10-gallon kegs. Two saloons in this place.

Saturday, May 1st.—Dull and cloudy. Indians start packing, 20 of them at work.
Send N. C. O. and 4 men over the summit with instructions to camp at Lake Linde-
man. Two thefts reported this morning. Man named Knight had sled stolen, another
man had all his spare canvas stolen. : '

Sunday, May 2nd.—Fine bright day. Indians packing. Seunt eight more men
over the summit. Asst. Commissioner went up to summit. Rained in p.m. Corp-

Green returned from Dyea ; reported steamship “Mexico” had arrived with 47
passengers.

Monday, May 3rd.—Fine bright morning. All up at ¢+ a.m. Asst. Commissioner
handed over command of party to me, and we left at 5.30. Indians packing remainder
of outfit. Asst. Commissioner remains at Sheep Camp. Timber gets much sparser an
scrubbier as we get higher up the pass. Gradual ascent for about 2 miles, snow getting
heavier and deeper as we go on to Stone House. Here is the end of the timber and the
foot of the snow line. From now on to the foot of the summit, 1} mile, very steep
ascent. Pass narrowe considerably near foot of summit. There is a sort of tramway
running up to the top of the summit from here, which is run by horse power. It i8
only a sled let up and down by & rope which is passed round a dead man at the top
To the right of this is a place where the ascent is not quite so steep; here most people
go up. This is about a 1,200 feet sheer climb. A couple of hundred yards walk to the
west, around a couple of peaks, brings us to where our outfit has been left by the
Indians. At times the summit cannot be crossed for days on account of the severe
storms which rage along the crest of the mountains.

There is a steep descent from the summit to Crater Lake, which people say is the
crater of an extinct volcano. Setting an outfit down on to the lake is easy, two sleds
are lashed together, their loads being securely lashed also, and then they are starteds

146



North-west Mounted Police.

the impetus gathered in the descent sends them away out on to the lake. All our sleds
8ot away safely. Crossing the lake and keeping the right side of the pass, we come to the
Cafion about five miles from the summit, to here the going is fairly easy, as we can sit
on the sleds and toboggan down the descents ; (two men to each sled with about 500 lbs.
to each sled). From here to Lake Lindeman the trail is very bad ; the warm weather
has softened the snow and ice, and has caused the trail to be cut up fearfully. The trail
18 very narrow, turns are so sharp, the descents so steep, and in places where the river is
Open it takes all that two men can do to prevent the sled from sliding down into it.
Sometimes one or other of the party goes through the ice and snow into the river up to

is waist or sometimes his neck. Arrive at Lindeman at 8.45 p.m., wet through and all
dead tired. Large camp here. Man doing stealing about Sheep Camp was caught to-day.

Tuesday, May 4th.—Fine day. Sent four men over to head of Lake Bennett, and 12
len back to summit for remainder of outfit.  Party to Bennett took 1,600 lbs. in p.m.
8, M. Davis and Staff-Sergeant Bates, Corporal Carter, and Constable Carter with
two sleds, 1,000 1bs. on each, and self with 500 lbs. on a sled, crossed Lake Lindeman
In p.m, about five miles across, easy going, lake is open at the foot, land our stuff and
Pile it on the shore, send word to Lake Bennett party to portage it over. Took five
and a quarter hours for the round trip. Best time to travel is in the early morning,
a3 the ice gets soft and slushy towards mid-day.  Party to summit return about 6 p.m,
Report Cafion breaking up very quickly, no more travelling on it after to-day.

eople will have to pack round it. -~ All our outfit here now. Corporal Conway reports
that thief caught yesterday at Sheep Camp, was traced by a committee of miners, who
confiscated all his goods and sold them for the benefit of a “miner’s library,” to be
established at Klondike. They gave him 50 cents and told him to keep out of Canadian
territory if he valued his health. All the party burnt as red as beets. No snow
blindness yet. Constable McCulloch complaining of pains in his eyes, Sergt. Bates
Placed him off duty. Bad camping place here.

Wednesday, May 5.—All up at 3 a.m., break camp at 6 a.m. Nine sleds have
about 600 pounds each on them, two men to a sled. We go down lake at a good pace,
reaching the foot at about 8.10 a.m. Bennett party had moved everything over to head
of Bennett. Portage from here to Bennett of one mile, very hard, only small loads can
De taken ; at some places takes three or four men to move the sled, snow entirely gone
1n places. Reach Lake Bennett about 11 a.m., where party sent over yesterday are
camped. (Good camping ground, perfectly dry, and lots of firewood ; only drawback,
very much exposed to the wind. Large camp here, a great many people building boats,
Some have their boats built. There is a saw-mill west of here at the mouth of
Tiver, which turns out about 1,000 ft. per day. It has one small 14-in. saw and is run

Y steam. Lumber sells at $70 per 1,000 ft., the timber being supplied by the
Purchaser. Mill is owned and run by man named Rudolph. He also builds boats and
Sells them for $55. A great many people purchase these, and he cannot supply the
demand for lumber. Timber is pretty well cut out at head of lake, and has to be

roughy from some distance back. 8. M. Davis and party making masts and sails for
sleds. Detailed Const. Sabourin as cook. Bought pair of snowshoes for $4, as people
8ay it is impossible to go hunting without them. Indian grave about half way down from

indeman with United States flag flying from a staff. Read Asst. Commissioner’s last
orders to the men at supper. Very violent wind from the north about 7.30 p.m.; blew
Dearly all the tents down, accompanied by alternate showers of rain and snow. Did
ot get our tents up until about one or two in morning. Hear there is a large number
of people bringing in whisky, saw no signs of it.

Thursday, May 6.—Strong wind from north this morning. Did not start as men
Were worn out, having been up nearly all night. Man named Weisner came to see me
With a letter from aman at Dyea, who had a permit from Governor of Alaska to take 200
8allons of whisky to Circle City, wanting to know how to get it through British terri-
tory. Told him to tell his friend to report to customs officer at Cudahy, and not to
Open the liquor up on this side of the boundary line. Hard frost last night.
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Friday, May 7th.—All up at 3 a.m. Sun not up, made a start at 4.45, no wind.
Travelling good as there was a frost last night. About five miles down the lake was open,
started round edge, strong south wind came up, when we put up our sails which helped
us along considerably. About 10 a.m. came to another open spot in the ice about 12
miles down the lake near Monument Island. Ice very soft and bad to travel on by
this time. Made a camp in a little cove opposite the island on west side of lake. This
seems to be place mentioned by Inspector Constantine in his diary on the17th July,
1894, where he built his boat. Good big patch of timber all around us. Asice is getting
so bad will try and make permanent camp at Wheaton River which we ought to reach
to-morrow. As lake is open right across, send party in p.mn. to put snow on
bare spots along the beach, about } mile from this. Two men camped here are going to
build their boats here. Little creek come- in opposite here on east side of lake, little
placer mining was done here about three years ago, but it did not pay well enough and
was abandoned. Very warm day.

Saturday, May 8th.—All up at 2.30 a.m. Chilly and snowing a little, not much
frost last night. Got away at 4.15, took us an hour and a quarter to make the } mile
round point which I spoke of yesterday. From this point the lake widens considerably.
Ice soft and slushy, we keep near the west shore, but continually break through the
upper crust, (there is good solid ice underneath) so take the centre of the lake where
the ice is firmer. About 4 miles down we come to West Arm of Lake Bennett, meet a
man with a dog team going south, ask if lake is safe across to Wheaton River, he
said yes, that the centre is better than along the edge. (Wheaton River is about 5 miles
from where we are.) On proceeding a little, the ice looks to me unsafe and I was on the
point of giving orders to turn back, when my sleigh which was on the lead broke through
and the others broke through, with the exception of three, fortunately only one runner
of each sled broke through. I find we have only about two inches of rotten ice between
us and deep water. The firm ice is about 100 yards back. We unpack the sleds and
pack the stuff back to the firm ice, and then haul the sleds back, every step we take the
ice can be seen bending under us. I keep the men from crowding together, and only
one sleigh goes through altogether bLut this is close to the firm ice, and we haul it
out with ropes. Const. Geod went right through but pulled himself out by hanging on
to the sled. I then make for the east shore which is neaiest (about } mile) on a strip
of firm ice with all possible speed, as the sun is getting very warm, and has a visible
effect on the ice, and reach shore thankful that no lives or stores have been lost. For-
tunately for us the ice was elastic, and not brittle. As there is a good camping place
here, and plenty of timber, and as ice is getting so bad decide to make permanent camp-
here. People huilding boats all along the lake, patches of good timber all the way
down. Wrote to Asst. Commissioner and the Comptroller, as I hear there is a man
going down to Dyea in a couple of days. Bought another pair of snowshoes for $4.
The snow glasses used by us are not suited for this kind of travelling, the mica becomes
clouded over with the steam so as to prevent our seeing anything, and the heat from
the face melts the glue and they come apart. Chilkoot Pass not by any means as bad
as it is painted, earlier in the year we would have found the crossing easy.

Sunday, May 9th.—Fine bright day, rain during night, by 10 a.m. ice unfit to-
travel on. Allowed men to sleep in late. Sharpened saws, and slung all the bacon out
to dry, and generally made the camp comforiable. Spread everything out to dry.
Routine for camp, as follows :

Reveille, 6.30
Breakfast, 7.15

Work, 8. Daily, except Sunday, when I allow men to get up:
Dinner, 12. when they like.
Work, 1.30

Supper, 6.

This makes 84 hours work a day. All blankets to be aired once a week, allow
Saturday afternoon for washing, etc. Constable Healy detailed as assistant cook.
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Monday, 10th May.—Fine day, no wind. Party of 12 under Constable Good started
to get out timber and erect saw-pit. Man named Aldridge came down lake this morning,
Was making for weak ice when he was warned by S. M. Davis. Got out about 14 logs,
Started whip-sawing in p.m. 8. M. Davis making trestles, work bench, etc. Sent
Corporal Belcher back to put up notice that ice was unsafe north of west arm.

Tuesday, 11th May.—J’ine day, strong wind from south. Men whip-sawing, S. M.
Davis and Staff-Sergt. Bates making framework, of first scow. Have decided to build
three scows, 24 ft. long on top by 5 ft. 6 in., and 2 ft. in depth. Corporal Conway off duty.

an from foot of lake reports that Indians are catching lots of fish ; detailed party to go
Own with three days’ rations, taking the fish net. Sent party out hunting, returned
With nothing. Man camped below us shot a bear yesterday. Raining in p.m.

Wednesday, 12th May.—Fine morning, rained during night. Wind from south.
arty detailed yesterday did not leave, as we found that the meshes of the net were too
1g for any fish caught in these waters, 7} in. mesh and net used is 3% in. Our net is a

8almon net, and they do not come up river until July. Men whip-sawing, others cutting
re-wood, ete., Corporal Conway to duty to-day. Lake open in centre, raining in p.m.
- M. Davis and Staff-Sergeant Bates working on tirst scow. Put out night line.

Thursday, May 13th.—Raining this morning, wind from sou*h. Men whip-<awing.

- M. and 8. Sergt. Bates prep.ring lumber and working on boats. Have about sixteen

0gs sawed up now ; build new saw-pit nearer camp, and get more logs out. Const.

ood invaluable at this kind of work ; place him in charge of all working parties. Corps.
arter.and Green out hunting, returned empty-handed ; no fish on night line.

Friday, May 14th.—Fine day, wind from south ; snowed and f-oze last night.

en whip-sawing. S. M. and Bates av work on scow. Corp. Carter and Const. Sabourin

Out hunting. Corp. Green acting cook. Aldridge returned this a.m., had dinner in

Camp; did not get to Dyea ; he hired a man to take outfit down for $15, who also took

Hgy letters. Man named Sam Healy, brother of T. C. Healy, of the N. A. T. and T.

0., camped near us, represcnts an English syndicate. Corp. Conway off duty in p.m.
unting party returned with one grouse and one rabbit.

Saturday, May 15th.—Fine day, wind from south; hard frost last night. Lake
OPening up rapidly. Men whipsawing in a.m. All blankets aired to-day. Climbed
Mountain behind us, and went back into the country a bit. Any quantity of timber
_ Where the country has not been burnt. Pitch pine, spruce, balsam, cottonwood
and poplar. Wheaton River valley seems well timbered. Grouse and rabbit in the
Shape of bouillon a great treat after nearly a month of bacon. Saw fresh moose tracks
close to camp. Corp. Conway still off duty. We fish every day and night, but catch
Do fish. Hear that there is lots of liquor at the head of the lake being sold, but that is
1n British Columbia.

Sunday, May 16th.—Fine day, very warm, hard frost last night, no wind.

Monday, May 17th.—Fine day, wind from south, very warm ; first scow ready for
®aulking, Men whip-sawing. Fatigue party cutting wood.

Tuesday 18th May.—Fine day in the morning, ice beginning to move out of lake

Yery rapidly, wind from south, started to rain about 10 a.m., men whip-sawing and cutting

Tewood. Corp. Green and Const. Saunders caulking first scow, Sergt.-Major and Staff-
ergeant Bates started building second scow.

Wednesday, 19th May.—Fine day, very warm, no wind. Lake entirely open except
8% lower end, first scow finished and launched to-day. Men whip-sawing. ~Sergt.. Major
0d men at work on boat No. 2.

T Thursday, 20th May.—Fine day, heavy wind in p.m. All timber cut is whip-sawed.
thWO more logs needed. Got them about a mile back, put up saw-pit there and sawed
®m up, Sergt.-Major on No. 2 boat.

Friday, 21st May.—Fine day, strong south wind, ice running hard. No. 2 scow
Teady for caulking, erected small wharf. All lumber required is now cut, some planks
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we got 24 ft. by 12 in,, and all the rest were good sized. Men caulking No. 2 scow.

Sergt.-Major and men on No. 3. Man named Jackson came to camp to try and borrow
nails, had none to spare.

Saturday, 22nd May.——Fine day, calm. Lake clear of ice, two men left for
‘Wheaton River with 2 days rations in Indian canoe found near here to hunt. Number
of small boats passed down lake to-day. Blankets aired. No. 2 scow ready for launch-
ing. Men cutting firewood and cleaning up round camp.

Sunday, 23rd May.—Fine day; party sent out yesterday return this morning;
went up river about 15 miles; saw no game; but say river is full of beaver, very
shallow rapid stream, dense growth on each side, ground swampy on each side. No. 2
scow launched to-day ; man who had permit for 200 galls. of whisky to Circle City
called on me to-day; told him same as I told his friend Weisner. Rained about 7
p.m. Another man tried to borrow nails to-day.

Monday, 24th May.—Rained all night, wind from the south, turned out fine.
Several people called to take a pattern of our scows. No. 3 scow ready for caulking;
rained in p.m., for a few hours. In theevening the men built a huge bonfire, toasted Her
Majesty in a cup of hot tea, sang the national anthem, and gave three cheers and a
tiger for Her Majesty.

Tuesday, 25th May.—Fine day, strong south wind ; party of five sent out to gather
pitch pine gum, rest of men making oars, sails, spars, etc., and caulking No. 3 scow,
three more men took dimensions of our scows. Corps. Green and Carter out hunting,
but got nothing. _

Wednesday, 26th May.—Cloudy, wind from south. No. 3 scow finished, all three
rigged and launched in p.m. Large number of boats passed down to-day; very great
variety in style and make of boats built, one passed down to-day 30 feet long by 4 feet
wide. Several people have torn their boats to pieces and built similar scows to ours.

Thursday, 27th May.— Packing outfit, ready to make a start to-morrow morning.
Large number of boats went down to-day. Fine day, strong wind from south. We
are the only ones who came up on the «“ Topeka ” who have got as far down as this.

Friday, 28th May.—Cloudy, but calm, very hot, no wind for first time in twenty days.
Start from camp at 8 a.m., 8. M. Davis and seven men in one scow, steered by Const.
Carter, Staff-Sergt. Bates and six men in another steered by Const. Saunders, myself and
six men in a third steered by Const. Good. An ex-policeman named Ross makes the
twenty-second member of the party, he is travelling in with us. Lashed all three boats
together at noon and lunched on board. 8. M. Davis’s boat is the cook boat. About
five miles down lake get a head wind. Got into Cariboo Crossing about 2 p.mn., have
had to row since we started (four oars to each scow, one man to an oar). Channels very
shallow and full of sand bars, ran aground several times, to avoid this we should have
kept close to the left bank in the left channel. Very shallow all through crossing, com-
ing into “ Lake Nares” find it very rough with strong head wind, have to go down
to nearly end of lake before we can make landing, as shores un each side very shallow.
Got into camp about 4.30, boats all leaked a little to-day, good timber all the way down.
Const. Sabourin off duty with sore eye.

Saturday, 29th May.—Very hot day. Left at 8 a.m. ; mosquitoes bad last night-
Out of Lake Nares into Tagish, where we found the water very shallow, especially along’
the north shore, pass that bugaboo of all travellers over this route, the *“ windy arm”
and do not get a breath of wind ; very hard rowing in the hot sun, lunch on the boats,
supper at 5.30, after we make the turn of the lake, trolling all day, only got one fish,
lost two spoons, nearly all had a swim at the supper camp.  After supper start on
again, cannot find a camping place, as it is too shallow to land until we reach the foot
of the lake, when we land under a small cut bank, lake only from two to three feet
deep at this end. Made camp at about 11.30 p.m. Mosquitoes awful to-night.

Sunday, 30th May.—Raining this morning, left camp at 8 a.m., entrance to river
very shallow and full of rocks pretty good current. Low flat country on each side,
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mountains away in the background, very swampy, country well wooded. About four
miles down pass Tagish houses on east bank. There are five houses and a big
shed, and several little houses, these latter are evidently burial places as they contain
trunks with ashes in them, this tribe cremate their dead. The houses were well built,
two being shingled, they contained all sorts of articles of a first-class quality, the place
was deserted. One house had the following sign on it: “ Gon to Youkon for two year.
White man leave alone. Sgd. Stevenson.”

Most of these Indians go down to the coast in the summer. At head of Lake
Marsh, find a lot of people camped who say there is an ice jam down the lake. These
people are camped on a swamp, so I decided to go down the lake farther. Go down
the lake about 8 miles before a goud wind, where I find a good camping place on east
shore. Has been raining hard all day. About 200 boats are stopped at this end by the
Jam, two of party out hunting this a.m., saw nothing, we saw hundreds of wild fowl on
the lake, but they were too wild. Sabourin better to-day, no mosquitoes to-night. All
along these lakes the shores are shallow.

Monday, 31st May.-~—Did not move out to-day. Four men out hunting, got one
grouse ; cooks baking bread ; strong wind from south. Unloaded all the stuff to dry it
out and reloaded boats again to-night. Have had fish net out every night and never
caught anything.

Tuesday, 1st June.—Fine day, wind from south, made good time down lake, into
wis river by 2.30. The shortest and best route into river is the channel to west of
island keeping well to the west bank, we all ran aground by not keeping close enough
in. McClintock River comes in here. Indian graves on a point just at the end of the
lake.  River very shallow and current slack for first 8 or 10 miles. Current then
begins to get swifter, river twists and turns like a corkscrew. Ran across some Indians,
bought about 3 lbs. of cariboo meat for 75c. About 16 miles down river made supper
camp and went on after supper for four miles. Got three ducks. Came 40 miles to-day,
are close to Miles Cafion. Men all well and in best of spirits.

Wednesday, 2nd June.—Fine day, no wind, nice and cool, current very much
swifter. No sign of the cut bank of sand near the canyon, as on taking a sudden turn
to the left, we see what is unmistakably the mouth of the cafion one-quarter of a mile
ahead where the river takes another bend to the right. Red flags and other danger
signals are hung out all along the bank to warn people. We pull into right bank and
tie up. Go up on to cliffs above the cafion, and see two boats go through. The walls
are from 60 ft. to 80 ft. high and perpendicular, and the water rushes through like a
mill-race. One glance is sufficient to show one the utter absurdity of trying to line
boats down, it being an impossibility. One must keep in the centre on the comb of the
waves in the very roughest part, and with a cool hand steering there is absolutely no
danger. Loaded boats seem to go down steadiest, so I decide to leave everything in the
scows. Any men who do not wish to go down I allow to walk round. My own boat
went through first, then S. M. Davis's, both without a mishap. Staff Sergt. Bates’s boat,
through the unsteadiness of one of the crew, was thrown off the comb and was dashed
into the rock wall, no harm resulted, however, and they came through the rest safely.
Camped for lunch below cafion. Man named Peters, bringing in a trading outfit with
a stock $1,200 worth of goods, ran into the side of the cafion taking off a whole corner
of his scow. In spite of the big hole he came through safely. He had a horse and
mule on board. He was selling his damaged stock, and will have nothing to pay duty
on by the time he gets in. There are A number of people selliny goods along the trail,
which were brought in for that purpose.

From Caiion to White Horse River, the river is very bad, being full of sunken
boulders and rocks with a very swift current. We all struck two or three times, but did
no serious damage. Landed on left bank about a mile above the chute in the White Horse
Rapids, and lined one boat at a time down to the chute wi.ere we dragged them up on to
a sheet of ice, and pulled them across the ice to the lower end of chute, about 300 yards.
There is a large sheet of ice on the left bank. There is very poor foothold along the
river bank, and people lining boats down look more like mountain goats than anything
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else jumping from rock to rock. The chute is the worst part of the rapids. Made
camp just below rapids. Two boats were wrecked attempting to shoot rapids, one man
only slightly damaged his scow and wet his outfit, the other lost all his outfit, 500 or
600 lbs. and nearly lost his life, his boat was smashed to pieces. Two men took two boats
down the rapids, making two trips and got through safely. These, I believe, are the
only men who have run the rapids this year. They took 21 boats through the canon
at $5.00 a trip. Const. Donnelly slightly strained his ankle while lining scows down.
River very muddy and full of small rapids, impossible to see the rocks. This is the only
way to get through the cafion, unless the boats are let go through alone, which is too
much of a chance to take.

Thursday, 3rd June.—Fine day, very warm. Pulled boats off the ice into the river
again and were away by 10 o’clock. One party of men in a big scow whom we had
helped at various times along the trail, sent a spokesman and presented me with a box
of cigars for the party as a token of their gratitude for help rendered by our men. Large
numbers of people camped at the White Horse. River below rapids very swift and full
of boulders, &c., for about five miles; current gets slacker and obstructions fewer.
Stopped for noon below Tahkeena River, a wide river running into the Lewes, about 14
miles below White Horse. Indians told me Dalton has a trading post sixty miles up
this river. Passed large number of bush fires in the last three days, started by people
leaving their camp fires alight. Head of Lake Lebarge at 6.39 ; camp on left bank of
river ; good camping place ; unload boats and haul them out on beach. Mosquitoes
very bad.

Friday, 4th June.—Fine warm day. Re-pitching scows all day, loaded up boats
ready to start in morning. Cooks baking bread. Put on three extra men. There is
an Indian village about a mile across from the river, on Lake Lebarge, 200 Indians
there in winter, all go hunting in summer. Chief of tribe very wealthy for an Indian,
said to have about $2,000 worth of skins and furs. Traded some rations for ten good
sized whitefish. Heard that man named Peterson, a big Swede whom Assistant Com-
missioner will remember as helping Herron to pack at Dyea, came to grief in the cailon,
and lost some of his outfit; small boat passed down the rapids bottom up, no one
reported lost as yet. Man named Gilkie informed me they had learned from Indians of
the death of a white man on Marsh Lake, near the island. He understood them to
intimate that the man had been shot. Indians took Gilkie to his grave, which had a
rude head board cut from the stump of a tree with the following inscription :—
“ Thompson, died 16th May, 1897,” with the symbol of some order underneath.
Indians said he belonged to party of six men from Nanaime, who came up on the
Mexico. Will inquire along road and report matters to Inspector Constantine.

Four men out hunting to-day. Corporal Green brought back a prairie chicken.
Constable Donnelly to duty.

Saturday, 5th June.—Fine day, wind from south. All up at 4 am., away at 5.10;
mouth of river full of sandbars, middle channel correct one. Fair wind to Richtofen
Island, nine miles, when wind dropped until we had rowed past island, 3 miles, had lunch
during calm. Strong wind came up then and about 6 p.n. we made foot of lake
and enteved the river. Large fleet of boats on the lake, some put in on account of
strong wind. Made supper camp two miles up river, sand bar across mouth. Good
timber in patches all along lake. Two big valleys run north from left hand side of
lake, Ogilvie and Richtofen. After supper made another twelve miles, where make
night camp, very clear water, but swift current and innumerable rocks, keeping us all
our time dodging them. About 48 miles to-day. Trolled all day, eaught no fish, lost
nearly all our trolling spoons. Saw birch trees to-day. Mosquitoes very bad.

Sunday, 6th June. —Fine day but cold, all up at 3.30 and away at 4.45, very bad
water to mouth of Hootalinqua, current very swift, kept us all our time dodging rocks.
About 9 a.m. saw two men on east bank who waved us into shore, we were on west
side and in making crossing my boat was nearly wrecked, found that man named
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Fitlgera]d ard his parti er had run on a rock and their boat smashed, they climbed on
the rock and after two hours were taken off and landed by a passing boat, lost nearly
all their stuff. Fitzgerald nearly lost his life, their boat was smashed to pieces
told them of an empty boat lying on the bank up the river and gave
them 4 frying ran and other things. They had saved their bedding and
& couple of sacks of provisions. 8. M. Davis's boat ran on a rock, no damage
done, stopped at Indian camp, bought 16 fish (about 40 lbs.) for $2.50. We cannot
¢atch fish ourselves, although we have tried every device ; nobody seems to, except the
Indians. Heard Sullivan had been wrecked in the cafion. Made Hootalinqua about
0 a.m., 16 miles from camp. Very wide river and very high, water muddy, making
wes muddy and raising it to high water mark. This is the river running out of the
i_lke Teslin waters ; current very swift, but river free of boulders. Noon camp six
iles below Hootalinqua, passed two men poling up the river ; 18 miles below Hoota-
qua, on right bank, passed log cabin; 13 miles farther on passed the Cassiar Bar.
Great deal of placer mining done on this bar at one time, parties coming in intended
% wash on it, but river was too high. Passed Big Salmon River, which comes from
€ east, seven miles farther on, Lewes widens out here considerably. Camped below
Iver for supper; after supper made ten miles, hard to get good landing place, in trying
%o land the stove on cook boat, with camp kettles on it, was knocked overboard by
ughs of trees, saved stove but lost camp kettles. Const. Graham nearly knocked
Overboard. Mosquitoes very bad all day, very hot day ; made 64 miles to-day. Current
Tuns about 5 to 6 miles an hour. :

Monday, 7th June.—Fine day, very warm, mosquitoes bad ; up at 7, away at 8.
en wrecked yesterday came into our camp, had picked up more of their stuff, came
YOwn on borrowed boat; they returned articles given to them. River still rising ;
R0on camp ten miles below Little Salmon River. Heavy wind in p. m., squally,
"ver full of islands below Little Salmon. Camped on west bank one mile above Nor-
enskiold river. Some log houses here, evidently traders’ places, deserted now, pack
tail well worn with horse manure, goes off in south-westerly direction  Lots of Inaians
Camped here at one time from Indian graves, drying stages, &c. Passed some Indians
On east bank. Mosquitoes, bull dogs and deer-Hies very bad to-day. Passed two or
tee more bush tires. Dr. Dawson’s 1888 map has proved invaluable ; can tell every
nd in the river. Made 73 miles to-day. Man told me to-day he had tried Cassiar
Ar and got good colours. Fitzgerald and partner came into our camp. Am writing,
12.30 a.m. Light as day. Took a photograph of camp ten minutes ago.

- Tuesday, June 8th.—Fineday. Mosquitoes awful. Took some of Fitzgerald’s stuff
O our hoats for him. Left camp at 9 a.m. Passed Nordenskiold River at 9.30 a.m.,
0mes in on left bank. Passed two more bush fires. Current getting swifter. About
2.30 came on Five Finger Rapids. Land on right bank and reconnoitre; decide
that right channel ix the best. Five bold, rocky islets or pillars of rock form five or six
‘Chanpels through which the water rushes. Theleft hand passage looks impassable. Had

Unch and start out again. Got through with no trouble, keeping well to the right all

€ time. The channel should be entered from the right. The channel is 20
Jards wide by about fifty long, and there is a fall of four feet at the entrance;
Water very rough. Five miles below, on taking a bend to the right see a
Teef of rocks right ahead of us stretching right across river, keeping right hand

ank passed through rapids in almost smooth water. These are the Devil Rapids and un-
SSone knows of the channel to the right, are to my mind the worst on the river. Twenty
Miles helow camped for supper; after supper went on until 1.30 a.m. ; camped near log
«Quse.  Know we are close to Pelly. Log house here deserted. Little steamer called
APelly ” run up in backwater here.  Light as day all night. Heavy rain akout 4 p.m.
1l soaked through. Came 78 miles to-day.

to Wednesday, June 9th.—Fine day. Left camp at 9 a.m., and one mile down came
elly on south bank. Pelly River comes in from north. Stopped here. Trading post

°fe owned by one Harper ; man named Pitt in charge. English Church mission here
0, has becn deserted for two years. There has been no steamer up as far as this for
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two years. Large number of Indians. Good hay meadow close by, plenty of hay. Two
horses here in the pink of condition, belonging to Harper. ILarge number of skins in
stock. Register of people called at post kept by Pitt. Since 16th May over 550 people
have signed their names.  He says he has counted 150 people who did not stop.  Safe
estimate to say 700 people came in this spring. Noted names of five men from Nanaimo
all signed on the 24th May, likely to be party who were with Thompson. Their names
are Chas. Denning, John Mellish, David Taylor, William Biggs and William Seaborne.
Pitt says he heard Thompson was accidentally shot by one of the party. No sign of
ruins of old Fort Selkirk. Log house at last night’s camp was trading post established by
Healy, but abandoned by him. Passed two men poling upriver. Man named Dey going
out with American mail, told us QOgilvie was two miles behind him on his road to Pelly and
was on the lookout for us. About ten miles down came to his camp. Stopped here. Gave
Mr. Ogilvie his mail. Tells me he is going to complete some survey at Pelly and then
coming back to Dawson. Gave us wonderful accounts of Klondike diggings. River very
swift from Pelly down. Came 50 miles to-day.

Thursday, June 10th.—Left camp at 4 a.m., Ogilvie not up, 50 miles down at 11
a.m., passed White River, 3 miles below came on large Indian camp, bought about 60
or 70 pounds of fresh moose meat for $6. Passed 60 mile post at about 5 p.m., delivered
some mail there. Post is on south side of an island right opposite Sixty Mile Creek and
is very hard to make as current sweeps one right across, river still rising, is full of
islands, very wide and swift current, supper camp about 5.30, 224 miles below Sixty Mile,
come to Indian river, large number of men camped here, came to Klondike City at 2
a. m., right bank should be kept to make landing at the town, as the river is very swift
here, and current would carry one away below if on left bank. Made 125 miles to-day,
all very tired, very cold during night.

Friday, June 11th.—Fine day, very warm, let men sleep in, crossed to Dawson City
after lunch, delivered Klondike mail, saw Mr. D. W. Davis and delivered letters to him.
Mule came in this morning with 75 lbs. of gold on its back from diggings ($13,000.00).
Wages here are from $10 to §15 a day. Reported that party of five are lost, 2 women
and 3 men, should have been in long ago. Const. Gowler here on pass, gave him
permission to come down with me in morning. People anxiously waiting for Gold
Commissioner. Hear that Thompson was accidentally shot by one of the party,
who reported himself to Inspector Constantine immediately on arrival. It occurred
as follows: Party were on ice in Marsh Lake with their boat on sleds, they
broke through the ice and had to get their boat off the sleds. After they were all on
board and the party were over hauling their outfit, one of them took his revolver from
the sled and thinking it empty commenced to snap it, there was one cartridge, and this
exploded, striking Thompson in the stomach and fatally wounding him. He died at 3 o’clock
the next morning. People seemed very glad to see us coming in. Was offered from
$60.00 to $100.00 for a piece of moose purchased yesterday. Man drowned in Miles
Cadion in early part of year while coming down on the ice, he was partially snow blind
and went through a crack in the ice before his partners could warn him. Man who was
camped about 3 miles above us on Bennett, has never been heard of since he stopped to
dinner with us one day on Bennett, his tent and outfit remain there untouched, I have

heard from parties who came down since. Hundreds of people here, money very plen-
tiful, gold dust is the medium of exchange.

Saturday, 12th June.—Left Klondike at 8 a.m., taking Constable Gowler and two
men who wished to get down to Forty Mile. Came into Fort Constantine and reported

to Inspector Constantine at 5.30 p.m. and handed party over in the best of health and
condition. -

The N. C. O’s and men’of the party, one and all, have never shown a sign of grumb-
ling at the work however severe, and have worked hard and cheerfully always, their
conduct has been of the best and they won everybody’s good-will by their readiness t©
help other travellers in their spare time.

S. M. Davis has proved invaluable, and I cannot speak too highly of him.
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A large number of fast women are coming in over this trail, and although the
majority of the men seem respectable, there are some tough looking cases. I heard
frequently that there was lots of whisky sold along the trail, but if so, it was kept
entirely out of our sight. '

The whole trip has been a delightful one and the scenery along this route is unsur-
passed by anything I ever saw before. We were almost sorry when the trip was over.

I have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

W. H. SCARTH,
Inspector.

155



61 Victoria Sessional Papers (No. 15.) A. 1898

APPENDIX L.
POLICE PATROL, ATHABASCA DISTRICT, WINTER OF 1896-97.

NortH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE,
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER,
REGINA, 21st December, 1896,

To Inspector A. M. JARvis,
North-west Mounted Police.

The department has decided to send a small party to Athabasca and Slave Lake at
an early date, and you have been selected for the duty.

The object in view is to obtain an exhaustive report on the condition of affairs there
generally, and particularly to collect information likely to be useful to the government
in their future dealings with that territory. Among other subjects for inquiry will be
the use or abuse of liquor. .\ considerable quantity goesin under permit, and some is
admittedly smuggled. It is also stated that some is used for trading purposes with the
Indians, and that, in addition, a considerable quantity of all sorts of extracts, which are
well known to be intoxicating, are given to the Indians contrary to law, if not actually
traded for furs, &ec.

The setting out of poisons and letting fires run will also be subjects requiring your
close attention.

You will report on the state of the fisheries, the quantity of lumber in various
districts and its condition, whether burned or green, and the districts suitable for
settlement, and the supply of hay.

You will also inquire into the increase or decrease of fur and game, particularly,
getting all possible infcrmation r¢ the probable number of wood buffalo in the country,
their location, and whether the Act re their preservation is being strictly carried out.
With this object in view you will have to visit as many trading posts as possible in the
vicinity of the buffalo grounds. You will direct the attention of all traders and hunters
you come across to the necessity of strictly obeying the Game Act and ordinances re the
preservation of game and fish, and you will explain to them the law on all the above
subjects.

It is reported that beaver is decreasing rapidly, in a great measure owing to the
indiscriminate killing of young and old, caused by the traders paying the same price for
a kit beaver as for a full grown one. You will inquire fully into this, and explain to all
concerned the folly of killing immuture animals. The number of skins of unborn musk
ox calves is rapidly increasing, and you will make inquiries with a view to its prevention.

As on the information obtained by you will, in a great measure, depend the estab-
lishing of police post at an early date, you will report on the best points in your opinion
for the police to work from.

From time to time rumours have reached us of murders having been conrmitted in
the unorganized territories ; these you will investigate and report on, getting all infor-
mation obtainable from Superintendent Griesbach before proceeding north, and, if
necessary, take immediate action.

I have no authority to instruct you re your duties as justice of the peace, but you
must remember that many of the Indians and small traders may be ignorant of the law,
and therefore may have offended unwittingly. It will be impossible at present to
imprison in that territory, and in the event of fines not being forthcomming at once, you
can give time for their collection, as is usually done here, when, later on, if not paid, the
usual imprisonment can be better enforced. .
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A great deal of tact and judgment will be required in dealing with these matters
and I need not impress upon you the necessity of loosing no time unnecessarily on the
road, as the season is short. With this object in view, your party must ease the dogs
as much as possible by travelling on snow shoes. From time to time, if you come across
a first-class dog, you will be at liberty to exchange a poor one for it, paying the necessary
amount required. If you find that you cannot finish the work assigned you, iu time to
return all the way with dogs, you can return by boat, leaving your outfit in charge of
some one for the summer, who will sumnier the dogs also. You can return via Tsle a la
Crosse and Green Lake if you think advisable.

. You have been supplied with copies of all the ordinances and statutes you are
likely to require, and have received a letter from the commissioner of the Hudson’s Bay
Company to their officers in the north, which will be a great assistance to you. Tt will

necessary for you to keep a copious diary, and to send out short reports whenever
Possible.
L. W. HERCHMER,

Commuissioner.,

Norti-west MouNTED PoLICE,
OFFicE oF THE COMMISSIONER,
REciNa, 3rd May, 1897.

Sir,—1I have the honour to forward herewith, reports just received from Inspector
Jarvis on his Athabasca trip, together with the map of the route taken by him.

I propose to station one man and one scout at the following points :— Athabasca
Landing, Grand Rapids, Lesser Slave Lake and Fort Smith on the Great Slave River,
and am writing to the Hudson’s Bay Company, asking them to arrange to let us have
Supplies at these places at as low a rate as possible.

I have the honour to be, sir,
Your obedient servant.

L. W. HERCHMER,
Commissioner.
The Comptroller,
North-west Mounted Police,
Ottawa.

Re Northern Patrol.

NorTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE.
ForT SASKATCHEWAN, 29th April, 1897.

_ Sir,—1T have the honour to forward herewith the following papers, &c., in connection
With above, viz.:—
General report of trip.
Supplementary report re different subjects that special reports were asked
for.
Returns of proceedings had.
Map showing route travelled most.
Samples of grain grown on the most northerly ranch in America.

T have the honour to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,

A. H. GRIESBACH, Supt.,
Commanding “ @” Division.
The Commissioner
North-west Mounted Police,
Regina.
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NortH-wEST MOUNTED PoLICE, ‘G ” DivisioN,
Forr SASKATCHEWAN, 24th April, 1897,

Sir,—1I have the honour to state that in compliance with instructions received from
the Commissioner by wire at Stand Off detachment on the 29th December, 1896, I
proceeded by rail to South Edmonton, where I met the Commissioner on the 31st of
December, and received instructions from him to patrol by dog train the northern
country as far as possible, and report thereon, together with other matters of interest to
the government.

On the 1st January, 1897, I arrived at Fort Saskatchewan, where I found the three
dog trains consisting of four dogs each waiting for me, also two spare dogs, sleds, pro-
visions, &c., d&e.

On the 4th January having completed my outfit, I started for Lac La Biche by trail
south of the Saskatchewan River, via Saddle Lake, accompanied by Staff-Sergeant
Hetherington, guide J. Gullion and dog driver P. Lutit, jr., also the usual monthly
patrol from the division.

I arrived at Lac La Biche on the 8th January, where I exchanged two train dogs.
I may say this place was the starting point of the expedition as I now left the jurisdic-
tion of G ” Division and had no longer the assistance of the patrol team. I took from
there fish for dog feed sufficient to carry me to Heart Lake. The loads were necessarily
heavy and the snow deep, and still falling, I was therefore obliged to dispense with our
tent and henceforward camped in the open.

Two long days’ travel over lakes, and principally through muskeg, brought us to
Heart Lake, a small trading place or outpost of the Hudson’s Bay Company. There is
a reserve there of Chippewyan Indians, consisting of about thirty families, who live
principally by hunting and tishing. They told me that they killed about 1,500 fish per
annum, but this is probably far less than they really take. Theyare not farmers, but
grain crops and vegetables can be raised there successfully. This band at present (many
of them suffering from diseased eyes) are unable to hunt, and are therefore in poor circum-
stances. I remained over night at this place. The next four days, through bush of jack-
pine, poplar, tamarack, burnt woods and muskeg taok us to Little Jackfish Lake, where
I did my first magisterial duty. This was a case of assault, wife vs. husband, the woman
being a Cree, the man a Chippewyan. I dismissed the case with a reprimand, it being
a family quarrel.

The Indians were much pleased at the visit of the police and their action towards
the suppression of laying out poison. The three families here own between them ten
horses and ten head of cattle, but find stock-raising a failure, as the cattle die from a
disease of the bladder which I should suppose to be the effect of alkali, the water in the
lake being impregnated, and no fish able to exist.

There is a trail passable in summer close by, from Fort McMurray to Lac La Biche,
but the supply of hay is poor. Next day we arrived at Whitefish Lake where I held a
meeting of all the Indians in the vicinity, and a few from Portage La Loche, and
explained the game, fire and poison ordinance to them, and sent out notices to places
in the neighbourhood relative 1o poison, fires and game. There are thirteen families of
Chippewyans at this place, owning eleven horses and eighteen head of cattle, hay is very
scarce, the country is principally muskeg. No grain has been grown, but a small quantity
of potatoes has been cultivated. The circumstances of these Indians appear better than
at Heart Lake, and I may mention here that the farther north I went the better off I
found the Indians, particularly in dress. They have no fisheries here in winter. The
lake is about twenty-five miles from Portage La Loche and is about twenty-five miles
long by twenty miles wide.

I found here that Staff-Sergeant Hetherington had been severely strained in the
back from a fall caused by slipping on a hill, and though suffering very much had not
told me for fear of causing delay. 8
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The night of the 16th January, before arriving here, was about the coldest we
€xperienced on our trip, the thermometer registering 60° below zero, a high wind and
comparatively open country, it having been burnt off by the Indians some years before
for the purpose of making a moose range, which is done by burning off the timber which
encourages the second growth on which the moose feed.

On the 19th January we left Whitefish Lake at 11.30 a.m., arriving at Jackfish
Lake at 4 p.m., making twelve miles, snowing hard and extremely cold.

There are five families of half-breeds living here, they own no stock, but kill about
30,000 whitefish per annum which they sell to,the Hudson’s Bay Company, and traders
on the Athabasca and Clearwater rivers. At this place I met Mr. McDermot, of the
Hudson’s Bay Company and left with him one of my dogs disabled (with frozen feet)
which will be forwarded to Prince Albert. I also exchanged two dogs which were in
low condition.

On the 20th January, we crossed an arm of Jackfish Lake and Swan Lake which is
15 miles long and 9 miles wide, the day was bitterly cold, we went to a fish cache and
took 196 fish which I bought from one Cardinal the day before. Timber wolves are
reported numerous in the neighbourhood of Swan Lake.

On the 21st January, we travelled about 18 miles having to make our own trail by
sending a man ahead on snow-shoes. The country is principally muskeg with jack pine,
Spruce, some birch and poplar, the weather was very cold and stormy. We arrived at
McCallum’s trading post on the Clearwater River in the afternoon ; the approach to the
Tiver is very precipitous, we being obliged to lower our sleds with ropes from tree to tree
for a distance of about a mile. Here we found a ground fire which had been burning in
the muskeg for nearly a year, and suppused to have been started by careless campers.

I met Mr. Spencer, who is in charge of the Hudson’s Bay Company post at Fort
MeM urray, en route to Jackfish Lake, with horse sleds for a supply of fish, he sent his
men on and returned with me to Fort McMurray the following day. I left notices re
game, fire and poison ordinances with McCallum. I heard of only ons trapper on the
Clearwater and also sent him notices, and was informed by both Spencer and MeCallum
that he was not using poison.

After leaving McCallum’s, Spencer started to break the trail on snow shoes, the
snow having drifted over his trail of previous day. We followed the Clearwater River
making 4 portages, or short cuts through the woods from point to point of the river,
these portages were rough and almost impassable owing to fallen timber. We were
from 4 a.n. until 6 p.m. making 20 miles to Fort McMurray, at wbich place the ther-
ometer registered 48° below zero, the storm continuing. One of our dogs played out
and I was obliged to leave him in Mr. Spencer’s charge. )

The Clearwater River is from 200 to 300 yards wide, with high sloping banks, well
timbered with spruce, tamarack, white poplar and birch suitable for building purposes, a
larger and better quality of timber than I had yet seen. It is navigable, the Hudson’s
Bay Company having until late years used it as part of the route, via Carlton and Green
Lake, by which they took their supplies into the far north and brought out their furs.

There is a clearing of prairie of about 500 acres, one mile and a half above this post,

where the Hudson’s Bay Company cut hay for the transport cattle used at Fort Smith,
at least 100 tons can he cut there and a further supply of about 15 or 20 tons on an
island close by. This place being the junction of the vwo rivers, and building timber
and hay so easily obtained would be a suitable place for a police detachment. There
are tar springs or wells on the east bank of the Athabasca extending for 50 miles.
. T could not obtain any report of liquor being supplied or traded to Indians or others
In this neighbourhood, and was informed that no poison was used for the destruction of
fur-bea,ring animals, also from reports from the Hudson’s Bay Company officials I under-
stand that none was put out this winter in the vicinity of* Grand Rapids and towards
Athabasca Landing, and that no liquor was known of there, but the same officials
reported both poison and liquor further down the river. I laid over one day to rest
Ourselves and the dogs. »

There is no other settlement in this place, and the Hudson’s Bay Company’s supply
of fish is brought from Jackfish Lake 55 miles distant, the few fish caught in the river
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about the month of Septemnber not being sutlicient even for the employees of the post.
Roots and barley have been grown with success in small quantities.

On the 24th January we left Fort McMurray and travelled down the Athabasca
River. The banks are sloping far back and well timbered with birch, white poplar and
spruce of fair size for building purposes. Sandstone crops out on both banks for many
miles. There was no track on the river and we still continued breaking one on snow-
shoes. After travelling about fifteen miles we made camp on the east bank, some time
after dark, the storm had moderated, but the cold was intense. The next day after
dark we arrived at Little Red River, thirty-tive miles distant from Fort McMurray.
There is a settlement of nine families, consisting of half-breeds, Chippewyans and Crees.
The Hudson’s Bay Company, Colin Fraser and the McClelland Bros., have trading posts
there, the other inhabitants are hunters and trappers. I was informed that poison had
been used there the previous winter in many cases, and the decrease in the fur supply
was attributed to it. I explained the ordinances to the people, but before mentioning
the liquor law I was asked by one Pische if nothing could be done towards preventing
the trade in liquor and extracts, as there was too much of it. Sergeant Hetherington
obtained information against Thomas McClelland for trading liquor and causing
drunkenness in the Indian camps. I tried him, found him guilty and fined him $300
and costs, and in default six months’ imprisonment with hard labour, the fine to be paid
by the 1st of July next, or the imprisonment to be inflicted. I also tried an assault
case, a man against his wife; this case I dismissed with a reprimand. The Indians
requested that a chief might be appointed, and named Chrysostom Pische for that
position. I explained that I had not power to make such an appointment, but would
report upon the matter. He is a good hunter, shrewd, and I believe a reliable man for
a leader and would be of use in giving information on matters relating to the poison
and liquor ordinances.

About fifteen miles above this point the Birch Mountains are in sight, where the
last wood buffalo in this vicinity was killed last July by C. Pische. Four cows had
been there for several years but no increase took place and they were gradually killed off.

On the 26th January we continued our journey down the Athabasca the country
appeared much the same as we had already passed through. The next day we met a
party consisting of the Rev. Mr. Lucas and some Hudson’s Bay Company’s officials with
a packet going to Edmonton. The whole party, with the exception of Mr. Lucas, had
their faces badly frozen, the thermometer registering 40 below zero. Their dog trains
had beaten a fair track which helped us more or less for several days.

January 28th we camped at Poplar Point, after having passed many well wooded
islands and a fine sulphur spring. Here I met five families and amongst them I saw
Andrew Pische, a man of seventy-two years of age, a well-known hunter, who told me
that the buffalo in that vicinity had been exterminated. I was informed that no poison
had been used there and they had not suffered from bush fires. Near this point there
is a fishing lake where the Indians get a good supply of whitefish. There is also a
trading post kept "by one Gully who was then absent. For the last two days we saw
numbers of ptarmigan, moose are also plentiful in the neighbourhood.

Abcut 10 a.m. next day we called at Point Brule, where there are six families who
live by hunting, amongst them Pierre Deroche, who was their spokesman. ‘I explained
the ordinances and gave them notices.. The river was still dotted with islands which
as well as the banks were thickly timbered. That night we camped on the bank of the:
river 14 miles below Point Brule, the weather still extremely cold.

January 30th. After following the Athabasca to the Embarras River, which was
considerably flooded, under .the snow, causing us at times serious delay in changing
clothes and cleaning the sleds, we followed the Embarras for six miles and crossed a
portage to Fallen Timber Creek. The timber, especially the tamarack on the Embarras
River, was the largest and best we had so far seen, and is cut and towed by the Hudson’s
Bay Company’s steamers to Lake Athabasca where it is made into lumber for boats
and buildings.
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January 31st, we made a portage te Lake Mamwee and crossed where it was 10
‘iles wide to the Quatre Fourche, which we followed for about three miles, meeting one
Alexis Torangeau, who gave information respecting a case of setting out poison, which
I attended to later on. About four miles farther on we struck Lake Athabasca and
crossed a bay four miles wide, at the north-west end of the lake, to Fraser’s trading
Post, thence to the Hudson’s Bay Company’s post at Fort Chippewyan, where I was met
31}(1 most hospitably entertained by Dr. McKay, chief factor in charge of the Athabasca

istrict.

Fort Chippewyan is the headquarters’ post of the district, and was established
about the year 1789 by Sir Alexander Mackenzie. It is on the lake shore and
Comprises three large store houses, one of which is a depot for the Mackenzie and Peel

iver districts. There is a residence for the chief factor, also quarters for the clerks, a
large 1ecreation hall, offices, stables and some other buildings, all inclosed by a stockade,

he servants occupy a row of buildings outside the fort, and together number with the
freemen, about 150 souls.

_ During the winter about 30 lodges of Chippewyans and 12 of Crees live in the
Vicinity of the post, but about the 1st of June each year from 600 to 700 Indians and
half-breeds come in to trade their furs.

The steamer  Grahame,” 140 feet long, 28 feet beam, a stern wheeler and capable
of carrying 150 tons of freight, but seldom loaded with more than 80 tons, and owned
by the Hudson’s Bay Company, makes this her headquarters and runs from Fort
McMurray to Smith’s Landing on the Great Slave River.

There is also established here a large Roman Catholic mission, presided over by
ishop Grouard, together with two priests, four lay brothers, four grey nuns and four
ay sisters, it includes a boarding school containing at present 27 girls and 18 boys,
clean and healthy looking children. This mission was established in 1848 by the late
%Pchbishop Taché. They own a saw-mill, a steamboat 60 feet long, 9 feet beam, a
side wheeler, which is used on the same route as the Hudson’s Bay Company’s steamer.
This mission consumes 22,000 fish between 1st November and 1st May, which are
caught in Lake Athabasca. Their gardenis the bed of a lake which they have drained ;
In this they grow 500 bushels of potatoes, but not always a sure crop. They also grow
Other vegetables and barley. Both the Hudson’s Bay Company and the Mission keep a few
orses for winter work, they also own a few cattle, but get their beef supply from Ver-
million. The Bishop has a printing press and does his own printing and binding. He
as printed books in six different languages.

_ Lake Athabasca is from 180 to 200 miles long, and averages about 20 miles in
Width, The shores are principally rocky, with the background wooded with spruce and
Jackpine. Here and there at a short distance from the lake are sloughs where a limited
amount of hay is gathered.

At Fond du Lac there is a settlement of about 400 mixed Chippewyans and half-
reed hunters who are reported in fair circumstances. But I regret to state that a large
Dumber of Indians, both Crees and Chippewyans, living near Fort Chippewyan, are
Suffering from hunger on account of the small supply of furs, accounted for by the dis-
4ppearance of rabbits, on which many of the fur-bearing animals live.

The Hudson’s Bay Coinpany and Mr. Colin Fraser, before my arrival, had advanced
& certain amount of assistance to these starving people, some of whom died during my
Stay at Chippewyan. I also gave a small amount of relief which is shown by vouchers
attached to my report. On account of the severe weather, heavy trails and general
ardships our dogs had undergone, I found they would be unable to stand a trip to Fort
esolution and back, and continue the propused journey by Peace River, without along
Test. I therefore sent them with Sergeant Hetherington and the drivers to an island
Where they could be well fed and rested. He had also several cases to inquire into,

which he did during my absence.
. I hired two dog trains and proceeded on the 4th February towards Fort Resolution
Via Smith’s Landing and Fort Smith on the Great Slave River. We travelled for two
ays with the thermometer ranging about 30° below, storming and snow drifting,
8Cross a portage consisting of muskegs, small lakes and streams, burnt woods and a
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generally rough country, to the shore of Great Slave River nearly opposite the mouth
of the Peace River. .

The Great Slave River takes the waters of the Athabasca and Peace Rivers, also
drains Lake Athabasca and is wide and deep, it has lower banks, and is wooded in the
same way as the Athabasca.

It took us five days travelling along the river to go to Smith’s Landing on account
of baving to break the trail the whole distance, there having been no travel during the
winter. There is no settlement between Chippewyan and Smith’s Landing, which is
at the head of a sixteen mile portage. There are twelve families at this place who live
by fishing, hunting and trapping during the winter, and in summer are employed in
transporting goods for the Hudson’s Bay Company and traders over the portage to Fort
Smith, which is at the foot of the rapids. These men are generally untrustworthy, as
they make contracts and, when possible, break them, much to the annoyance and loss
of their employers, and also steal anything they can. I found that poison had been
used there and issued summonses. . I was obliged to appoint a special constable to do
this duty during my absence at Fort Resolution, the delinquents being then at a
distance in the bush, trapping.

The portage is through bush, and a fair cart road has been made. This is the
centre of the buffalo country, and on my arrival [ found a party of hunters who had
already made their long hunting snow-shoes and were ready to start in search of buffalo,
amongst them was Susa Beaulieu, a well-known hunter. These people had never heard
of a game law and were much surprised on hearing of it, but willingly gave up their
hunt when I explained to them the necessity of complving with this law. There are
three minor trading posts in this vicinity, being outposts of the Hudson’s Bay Company
and C. Fraser.

At Smith’s Landing, T first met some Indians called Cariboo Eaters, but looking
very much like the Chippewyans or Dogribs ; they range from this place to Fort
Resolution.

A very cold drive over the portage brought us to Fort Smith, a small trading post
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, managed by Mr. McKinley, and is a shipping point for
the Great Slave Lake and the Mackenzie River, the Hudson’s Bay Company’s steamer
“ Wrigley,” a screw boat, plying there.

There is a river fishery at this place and a peculiar fish taken called “ L'Inconnu,”
resembling a very large salmon, but strong, both in taste and smell, and oily and requir-
ing education, even for dogs to relish it.

Mr. McKinley and Mr. Hanbury, an English sportsman, who is on a hunting
expedition, had just returned from an unsuccessful buffalo hunt, but they saw fresh
tracks and beds of about 60 buffalo, also the tracks of another small band of three bulls,
probably old and driven out of the herd.

Pojson had been used in this vicinity, and two cases were brought before me and
convictions obtained.

There are numerous small lakes in this district, well stocked with whitefish, pike,
trout and suckers. Moose and wood cariboo also abound here ; I saw the carcasses ©
eight hanging in the bush, having been killed for Mr. McKinley’s use.

The banks of the river here are low, the country is prairie and muskeg, with patches
of bush composed of jackpine, spruce and poplar.

The Indians inhabiting the country along the Great Slave River from Smith’s
Landing to Fort Resolution are Chippewyans, Cariboo Eaters and Yellow Knives, s0
called from having lived about the Copper Mine River, and in olden times fashione
their arrow heads and knives out of the metal supposed to have been found there.
There is also a small band of Slavies, a few Crees and some half-breeds, chiefly com-
posed of the Beaulieu family. Some of the Indians are said to journey all the way to
Edmonton in the spring to trade their furs, and return with whisky which they smuggle
through for themselves and other Indians who intrust them with furs to take out for
the same purpose. The names of some of them have been forwarded by me in a former
report.

P I remained at Fort Smith until the following morning, 10th February, and started
for Fort Resolution, having secured the service of a guide, and here I may mention
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that the Indians in the vicinity hardly ever move from their homes, excepting to visit
their lines of traps. T understand that this has been the custom for generations and
there are many old Indians hereabouts who have not been even to Chippewyan, which
Might be styled the metropolis of the district. I found this to be the custom of many
of the northern Indians up to and along the Peace River. They have no ambition and
lltftle knowledge of the outer world, and as long as they have enough to fill themselves
with they are happy. 1 found it not only unpleasant but impossible to enter the
ouses of the Indians who live on the anknown fish, owing to the stench.

Ten miles from Fort Smith we came to Gravel Poiut, where there are several

families of Cariboo Eaters, who were at the time living entirely on fish, without either
read or vegetables, the weather being so severe that they would not hunt moose,
although plentiful in the neighbourhood.

Poison had been used there, but I was unable to interview the man who used it,
he being away many days travelling in the woods trapping near the mouth of Salt River.

here is a winter fishery on the Slave River, and two houses on the west bank, both
Yacant, as the owners had “pitched off.” Salt River empties into the Great Slave
iver about 25 miles below Fort Smith, the water is too salt for use, and the supply of
8alt for the district is gathered on the banks of the stream, where beds are formed by
Natural evaporation, it is coarse and darker in colour than ordinary table salt, it is also
Shipped to the Peace River district, where it is sold at 25 cents per pound, and to the
lackenzie and Peel River districts, and in fact to the Arctie Circle. The wood buffalo
Make this point the middle of their range, probably on account of the salt licks. One
and ranging from Peace Point to Salt River, the other band from the latter place to
about 20 miles from Great Slave Lake. These bands are said to keep separate and
Rever cross the Salt River.
Three buffalo of the Peace Point band, then nuinbering 33 head, were killed about
e end of November last. (See further notice in my report re buffalo.)

On the 11th February we met Rev. Mr. Marsh, of Hay River, and Frank Mobley,
& trapper from Beaver River, on their way out of the north country.

On our arrival at the portage of the Grand Detour, we found a white man named
C. Charlston, an ex-United States soldier, in a starving condition, having been deserted

¥ his Tndian companions who had “pitched off” on a buffalo hunt. I gave him pro-
Visions to enable him to reach Fort Smith. From after reports I believe this man to be
of unsound mind and unable to take care of himself ; he is said to be a fugitive from
Justice. I arranged with Mr. McKinley to give him sufficient assistance to sustain life
::t]il spring, and now suggest that as soon as possible he should be removed to an
Ylum.
After about two miles of portage and 8 miles on the Great Slave River without a
trail, we struck a hunter’s shack, occupied by Campbell Young and George Martin, who
eported a successful take of fur, and stated that they had not used poison bait this
Year, though acknowledging to having used it during the previous winter, and seen the
Vil effect, thereof by the decrease of fur. On the trail next day, the 12th February, we
%und what we supposed to be a dog, but turned out to be a coyote, a very unusual
&dimal to see in that country, it had been poisoned. After tracing its tracks to the
Poisoned bait, we were enabled to discover the party who had laid out the poison,
Who was afterwards fined for that offence. At my first interview with John Trindle,
€ offender, he not knowing that I was a police official, mistook me for Mr. Warburton
ike, who had been there hunting buffalo and musk ox. He was much surprised on my

return to find that I had received information against him, and would try him at Fort
mith,

The banks of the river are higher and have been well wooded, but are now burnt.
The overflows and drifted tracks gave us hard work. The trip to Resolution was not all

€ way by the river, as there is a bend which would take 90 miles to follow, but a
rtage or short cut of 24 miles saves this long round. This portage has been cleared
h"‘1>llgh burnt timber, but on account of the depth of snow it was impossible for me to
®xamine and report upon the soil. At the end of the portage after descending a
8radual slope we came in view of the Great Slave Lake, which with the exception of
S0me jslands in the distance, could be taken for a vast frozen ocean. We crossed a bay
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about five miles wide and arrived at Fort Resolution on Sunday, 13th February, at 3.30
p-m., which ended my northern journey.

This Hudson’s Bay Company’s fort is built on the shore of the lake, is stockaded and
contains several neat buildings, it is nov as large as Chippewyan, though an important
trading post in charge of Mr. C. F. Gaudet. Thnere is also a trading post belonging to
Nagle and Hislop, who have another at Stony Island, 20 miles distant on the lake.
There is a Roman Catholic Mis-ion and a day school managed by two priests. The
mission owns a side-wheel steamer which crosses the Great Slave Lake and carries
supplies to the missions at the Peel and Mackenzie Rivers. The church is built of logs
and is 60 x 30 feet. Iour lay brothers are employed by the mission.

Through the winter the population consists of only about 108 souls—in the summer,
like at Chippewyan, it increases to 600 or 700. This may be called the land of plenty
as regards meat and fish, the cariboo being very numerous this year; the lake trout are
of great size, very plentiful and of fine flavour. I met a number of Indians here—
Dogribs, Yellowknives and Slavies, who came in to trade their furs and get their outfit
to enable them to go to the Barren Grounds after musk ox.

The Rev. Father Duprie, who is in charge of the Great Slave Lake Mission,
informed me that the whalers, mostly Americans, who traded with the Eskimos and
other Indians of the far north (along the Mackenzie River and at the Herschel Islands)
deal principally in liquor, no duty being paid on goods or liquor. The women are

“ debauched, and drunken sailors frequently shoot the Indians. Whalers often winter
there, sometimes as many as twenty vessels. Poison bait is said to be used also.

After resting the dogs and gathering what information was possible, I started on
the 17th February on my return journey to Fort Smith. Information having been laid
against John Trindle for setting out poison, I took him with me to that post. By
pressing forward I was enabled to make the trip in three days, having the benefit of mny
old trail.

Arriving at Fort Smith at 9 p.m. on the 20th February, I remained there over
Sunday, and the next day tried Trindle and W. Brown, an interpreter to the Hudson’s
Bay Company. They both pleaded “ guilty ” and were fined $25 and costs.

On Sunday, Father Dischambeneal, the priest in charge at Fort Smith, who had
heen visiting the Indians, was brought in by them in a dying condition. I proceeded to
Smith’s Landing, where Itried Charles Sanderson for putting out poison, he having been
brought in by my special constables. He also pleaded guilty and was fined $25 and costs.
After the trial, during which time my driver was busy baking bread and making ready,
we proceeded on our trip and late at night we camped at Cariboo Island.

The next day we got to La Butte, within 50 miles of Chippewyan. From here I
sent one of my dog drivers ahead with instructions to Sergeant Hetherington to get back
the dogs from the island and to notify the bishop of the illness of the priest at Fort
Smith. Being calm and clear, the thermometer at 32° below zero, I decided to press on
and drive all night, which we did with the exception of the short halts, or as called
here * spells,” during which time the kettle was boiled and a cup of tea and a bit of ban-
nock hastily consumed and much enjoyed.

The following "day, shortly before arriving at Chippewyan, T met Bishop Grouard
on his way to visit the sick priest already mentioned. .

The 25th February, on my arrival at Chippeweyan, I found that Sergeant Hether-
ington had not been idle. He had a number of cases to lay before me, and I have much
pleasure in reporting that he deserves much credit for the way he handled them. These
cases, which are noted and attached, occupied my time from the 26th February to the
3rd March, and the next day I started on my Peace River expedition.

At Chippeweyan I was obliged to purchase two dogs, one of ours having died,
another being unfit for duty.

By advice of Chief Factor Dr. McKay, the weather being still stormy and un-
settled and the carriers of the Peace River packet having been lost for several days, 1
hired a guide to pilot our party over the end of Lake Athabasca, the Quatre Fourche or
Delta of the Peace River, and portages consisting of streams, marshes and lakes, viz.
Mamwee and Lake Claire, the latter where we crossed being 40 miles wide. I here
dispensed with the pilot and continued on the portage, which is through muskeg and

164



North-west Mounted Police.

_’sﬂti’};es of prairie, alternating with brulé or burnt brush, composed of all the northern
imbers.

On the night of the 7th of March at dusk, we came in sight of the valley of the
P(‘:&ce River, and in the distance the Deer or Cariboo Mountains. The snow through
this portage was 30 inches deep, still cold, ranging between 25° and 30° below zero.

n this portage we came across a fire place, in which we found the remains of buffalo
horns, probably lately killed, this place not being far from the range of the wood buffalo.
. On leaving Lake Claire and entering the portage we saw several rifles and ammuni-
tion bags suspended on tripods, supposed to belong to starving Indians who were making
for the Birch River, where they could catch fish.
1 The precipitous approach to the Peace River obliged us, as at the Clearwater, to
Ower our sleds by ropes to the flat or marsh adjoining the river bed. The banks are
&enerally wooded with large spruce and poplar. A great quantity of this timber falling
1nto the river, is washed down by the high water and ice jams, and is recovered and
Utilized for building purposes as far as Fort Resolution, which has been built mainly
tom this source of supply.
After a few miles travel on the Peace, we struck the Swan River, which we fol-
ed up to where there had been a portage, now washed out and become a branch of
the Swan emptying into the Peace River ; it puzzled our guide to such an extent that
We were lost for some hours. After finding a portage we proceeded on our trip through
.Jeep snow, and camped on the Peace River at Big Island portage. The river here is so
arge that it looked to me more like a'lake, the storm was so blinding I could not
Sstimate its width.
Following up the Peace we overtook three Cree Indians who were travelling from
eer Mountain to the Little Red River, a trading post of the Hudson’s Bay Company.
ey had left several fires burning, and on account of the danger of setting fire to the
Nuskeg, which it is nearly impossible to quench, and is liable to break out in the spring
3nd cause serious damage to timber, information having been laid before me I, on my
rrival at the Hudson’s Bay Company’s post at Little Red River, on the 10th of March,
imposed a fine of $25 on each of them, as an example, and towards preventing further
Infraction of the law.
. This post is at'the head of steamboat navigation on the Peace River, several chutes
O impassable rapids being there. The freighting of supplies and return of furs above
1S point is done by row boats, known as the Hudson’s Bay Company’s York boats.

On the 11th March I met the Rev. Mr. Scott above the second or upper chute, and
Mentjoned having fined Indians for leaving fires burning ; further on, to my surprise I

ound that he had left his fire in exactly the same condition. I was unable to pursue

M, being so pressed for time to finish my journey before the breaking up of the rivers,
3ud regret exceedingly that I was unable to do so as his punishment would have been
€ven a better object lesson than that inflicted on the Indians.

We camped that night on the Loon River, the thermometer registering 50° below
Zero. Here a Cree half-breed resided who had been reported to me as having used
Poisoned bait, thereby killing an Indian train dog. I may mention that the Indian
train dog is frequently used as a pack or draft animal, as well as a retriever or hunting

02, and is invaluable to his owner. The ahove-mentioned ha!f-breed had *‘ pitched off”
80d no tracks being-visible about his house I was unable to follow him. The 12th—

r following the river some distance and making a three mile portage, we arrived at

- J. Lawrence’s winter ranch containing 60 head of grade Durham cattle which are
deh"l‘ned, also 35 horses. Tt is said to be the most northerly ranch in America.

.. After leaving this ranch and following a wagon road on the portage through ten
Miles of bush, prairie and swamp, and having crossed the Peace River we arrived at

ot Vermillion, which is the principal post of the Hudson’s Bay Company on the Peace,
am“)"gh attached to Athabasca district, Mr. F. D. Wilson being the official in chargs.

It varies from most of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s posts, not being inclosed, it is
¥ell located and neatly kept. There is a settlement, including the Hudson’s Bay Com-
l’;:ny, of 168 people ; they own 159 horses, 297 cattle and 54 swine, this includes the

l0‘1gingsr. of the two missions, viz., Church of England and Roman Catholic.
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The Church of England has a church, a day and boarding school with ten scholars.
It is situated about two miles below the Hudson’s Bay post on the bank of the river and
is in charge of the Rev. Mr. Scott, assisted by another clergyman.

The Roman Catholic mission, which is situated a quarter of a mile above Vermillion,
is managed by Father Jaussard, assisted by Father Dupin and two lay brothers, they
have a school with four girls and two boys as day scholars, thirteen girls and twenty
boys as boarders. They cultivate thirty acres and grow potatoes and other vegetables,
also barley and wheat successfully, have a grist-mill which grinds about eighty bags of
wheat per annum, and quite a collection of farm implements, including wagons, &c.
The present church being too small for the congregation is to be enlarged, and the ma-
tarial to build one 55 x 22 is on the ground.

On the opposite or north bank two traders have located, namely, F. Brick and
Twelve-Foot Davis, an American. The Lawrence Bros. have separate farms of about 130
acres each under cultivation, only having lost one crop during the last seventeen years.
I procured samples of wheat, barley and oats which I handed to you. E. J. Lawrence
owns a grist and saw-mill with a twelve horse-power engine, also a steam thresher, a
self-binder, gang ploughs and other farm implements.

The country is wooded with small timber, and the open places or patches of prairie
are about sufficient for the present inhabitants. The soil is reported good, plenty of
hay can be made in the immediate vicinity. Being beyond the large fisheries, and moose
very plentiful, the inhabitants live principally on them, with other game and a limited
amount of domestic cattle, though of inferior grade, probably caused by in and in
breeding, but they are much valued and their owners appeared ambitious to raise fair
sized herds.

This is about the centre of the range of the Beaver Indians, who are more like the
‘Wood Crees than the northern or fishing tribes. I noticed the half-breeds of this settle-
ment, and continuing up the river, were more intelligent and civilized than those in the
lake districts. Here Sergeant Hetherington laid information against Isaac Gagnon,
Dan Carey, Amedie (Indian) and Pruden Demore, also an Indian lad named Alfred
Atlaw (who had just completed his education at the Church of England Mission School)-
The boy was allowed to go under suspended sentence. The others were all convicted
and fined $25 each. Later on I learned that Carey had, through his carelessness, nar-
rowly escaped poisoning a number of Indians, but succeeded in killing five of their hunt-
ing dogs, thereby obliging the Indians to draw in their sleds containing their furs and
other belongings, also that Gagnon had distributed 120 poisoned baits along the river
bank.

I beg here to mention the satisfactory and zealous manner in which Sergeant
Hetberington investigated and prosecuted these cases, and attach his report re the sud-
den death of one Bertrand.

It was my intention to comply with the instructions of the commissioner, if possible
to proceed from this point via Trout Lake and Wapiscaw and thence along the Atha-
basca. I found this impracticable, the country being nearly unknown, but supposed t@
be through heavy bush and muskeg. I could not obtain a guide and was obliged to
change my proposed route to that by Lesser Slave Lake.

I received at Vermillion information that one Clement Paul was setting out poison
by which Indian dogs had been destroyed, and having secured a guide proceeded on the
16th March towards his location. After travelling for four days through the woods
towards Keg River and in the vicinity of Head Mountain T found that he was visiting
his line of traps along the Hay River about 10 days journey off, and had already been
two days on the way. I could not obtain dog feed, and therefore did not follow him;
information was laid, and later on he can be dealt with.

This trip, westward, and in the vicinity of the Peace River was mostly through
burnt and fallen timber, which evidently had been of good quality. The soil is reporte
good. The approach to the river is very steep. The climate is reported milder than
lower down, and the nearer the Rocky Mountains the milder it is said to be.

We did not experience a change until the 23rd of March, when we encountered #
chinook wind which reminded me of my home at Fort Macleod. The 20th March we€
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erossed the Peace River at Buffalo River point, where there arc two families, one of
half-breeds and one of Indians, numbering 12 people owning eight head of cattle and
two horses. This is the Indian (Suza-Kwa-Kae-him), who had the dog poisoned by
Clement Paul.

We again crossed the Peace River into a portage leading to Wolverine Point,
where we met a mixed settlement of Indians and half-breeds, and where there isa Hud-
Son’s Bay Company outpost. The population consists of 11 males and 14 females, owning
21 head of cattle and four horses; they up to my arrival had killed 51 moose. They do
1o farming.

On the 21st we followed along the river to Long Point Portage where we camped
for the night. On the following morning after having gone about two miles we arrived
at two hunters’ shacks, and were informed of the placing out of poison by Lawrence
Aubray, who lives at Big Point, some distance up the river, and Martin Ouilette of Keg
River, a place we had already passed. These men were summonsed, convicted and fined
825 and costs.

The timber along the river and through the back country for a great distance has

en destroyed, and reported to have been purposely done by one Ouzzey, who was
driving cattle for E. J. Lawrence in the summer of 1895, and is at present residing at
Vermillion. An enormous amount of damage has been done, the fire having jumped
the river in many places, making a clean sweep of everything inflammable on both
Sides,

Moose and bear are plentiful, but the latter in low condition on account of their
Usual food, consisting of berries, being destroyed by these fires.

Bear in this district have not generally hibernated this year as is their custom,
Presumably on account of their poor condition. In some cases they have destroyed each
- other, probably being in a starving condition.

On the evening of the 22nd March, before our arrival at the Hudson’s Bay Company
outpost at Battle River, we encountered the chinook already referred to, and from that
time, were obliged to haul mostly at night, the snow being too wet and soft for the dogs
to make much headway during the day time. We laid over here for a day, partly to rest
the dogs and partly on account of the thaw as well as for the purpose of obtaining moose
Meat, finding it necessary to do so, the dogs not thriving on the horse meat we had ob-
tained at Vermillion.

The Hudson’s Bay Company trader, as well as Mr. Ferguson, handle a large number
of valuable furs. .

On the 25th March we started at 3.30 a.m , and covered about 28 miles, the whole
distance being on the river. We made camp at 8 pan., and meeting some Cree Indians
Who had been visiting their traps, obtained several lynx, which are said, all over this
d_ism‘ict, to be unusvally fat, this being a strange fact, rabbits, on which they principally
ve, having disappeared. The next day, the weather varying from a snow storm, cold
horth wind, to a chinook, we arrived at Cadotte River, a stream emptying into the Peace.

hen passing Moberly Point we visited some 26 people living there, composed of Lesser
Slave Lake half-breeds and Indians, they have three hcuses which they make their head-
Quarters during hunting expeditions.

On the 27th March at 3 a.m. we left camp, a warm wind having caused a rapid
b aw, we had an unpleasant trip to Tar Tsland. Here we found a cross fox secured in
a spring trap, and some of our dogs having been at one time used as hunters forgot that

ey were in harness, and making for the fox caused a general demoralization of our
column, of which I took a photograph.

The banks of the river are very high, covered with small cottonwood and poplar
With a few spruce ; outeroppings of limestone frequently occur.

Next morning, 28th March, we passed a natural gas well which must be large,
though situated about the centre of the river it makes a rumbling noise which is plainly

eard on the shore. We passed the Hudson’s Bay Company’s crossing and their depot
at the end of Lesser Slave Lake Portage, arrived at the Smoky River trading post
Wanaged by Mr. F. J. H. Bedson of the Hudson’s Boy Company. This post has been
established just one hundred years. Mr. McKenzie, late of the Hudson's Bay Company,

167



61 Victoria Sessional Papers (No. 15.) A. 1898

is settled here, and owns a water power grist-mill, but does little or nothing with it.
Farming has been successfully carried on for several years.

The Roman Catholic Mission, which is four miles above the Hudson’s Bay Company’s
post, has four hundred acres fenced and 30 under cultivation, grows wheat, barley, oats,
and various vegetables. They have a neat church, 45 x 25, a mission house, 39 x 23, a
separate dining-room and kitchen, 35 x 20, workshop, 35 x 20, milk house, 18 x 16, three
buildings for stock, a large barn and store-houses. The lumber for these buildings was
cut in the bush, whip-sawn, and shingles made personally by the Rev. Father Husson,
who will shortly erect buildings for a convent, the material being ready.

The Brick Bros. have a trading post about four miles distant and appear to be
doing a fair business. One mile still further on is the “Shaftsbury ” Church of Eng-
land Mission in charge of Rev. Mr. Robertson, who was absent during my visit. I
neither saw nor heard of any school or school children there, and by the general
appearance of the property I should judge that little success has been met with.

Having received information relating to poison at several places higher up the
river, I secured a team of horses, as the thaw made travelling too difficult for dogs, to
go to Dunvegan and the Clearwater River, but when within a day’s travel of Dunvegan
was obliged to turn back, the river being unsafe. Two brothers named McCoy
(Americans) living about the boundary line of British Columbia, I was informed, had,
this season, poisoned more than 70 foxes. I also heard of poisoned bait at Spirit River,
15 miles from Duuvegan, and at Grand Prairie, 25 miles beyond that place, where both
whisky and poison were in general use. This place is reported to be quite an extensive
settlement of Red River half-breeds and Indians, and I regretted my inability to inter-
view and deal out justice to these people.

On the 31st March we started, accompanied by Mr. Bedson, who was travelling to
Lesser Slave Lake for the purpose of leaving his dogs at their summer quarters, and
assisted us by carrying part of our loads, and made about 35 miles along the Lesser Slave
Lake Portage, where we camped at Little Prairie. The trail was slushy though there
is a good wagon road through fair sized poplar to Lesser Slave Lake, a distance of about
90 miles from the Peace River. I arrived at the Hudson’s Bay post there late on
the 1st April, and was joined next day by Sergeant Hetherington. This post has been
established for many years and is the headquarters of the Hudson’s Bay Company in
Peace River district. There is a large residence for the chief factor, buildings for
clerks and servants’ quarters, together with store-houses and stables. It is situated on
a bay of Lesser Slave Lake. Cattle and horses are kept here for the purpose of freight-
ing across the portage.

This place is well known for its excellent shooting grounds, duck and geese abound,
of which at least 1,500 ducks and 500 geese are killed each spring and fali for the use of
the post. There is also a fishery where 110,000 fish in the fall, and 10,000 in the
summer are killed for the settlement, including the Roman Catholic Mission. These are
whitefish, lake trout, pike, pickerel and suckers. There is a large and flourishing
Roman Catholic Mission and school, the convent is 72 feet long by 28 wide, and two
and a half stories high, also a Church of England Mission, both of which I visited. I
heard from Chief Factor Ewen Macdonald, who had just received a letter from St. John
stating that many Indians were starving there and at Grand Prairie, at which place
they had eaten 25 horses.

This destitution was caused by the heavy bush fires last year driving the moose and
other animals to the lower parts of Peace River and also the scarcity of rabbits, conse-
quently preventing the Indians from “pitching off” in their starving state, and thereby
capturing little or no fur. It was my intention, if possible, to go from here to Trout
Lake, Wapiscaw and Grand Rapids, but I was strongly advised by Mr. Macdonald not
to make the attempt, and on the 5th of April, on account of the thorough thaw and
general break up, I found all I could do to make my way down Lesser Slave Lake and
River a distance of about 170 miles, and I followed the Athabasca for about 90 miles to
Athabasca Landing. The timber along the Lesser Slave River is burnt off in many
places as is the case also on the Athabasca, the upper part of which is very similar to
the parts I had travelled over at its northern or lower extremity. I arrived at Atha
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basca Landing on the 12th April. T found the snow had entirely disappeared and
the roads dry, rendering it impossible for the dogs to draw their loads, and having
Teceived information of poison being used near the trail in the vicinity of. Pot Lake, I
hired 5 freighter to draw us to Fort Saskatchewan, and visited Pot Lake, summoned
and convicted one William Kipple-White for using poison and fined him $50 and costs
for that offence.

. We arrived at Fort Saskatchewan on the 15th April and crossed the Saskatchewan
River on the ice, which broke up and moved out at midnight. We here completed
& round trip of more than 2,000 miles without accident of any serious nature, the whole
Party being in good health and the dogs in fair condition.

In case of further winter work being required in the district which I have pat-
ZTolled, I recommend that the Northern or Mackenzie River snow-shoe, and native made
oose skin mocassins should be provided, as the police issue of mocassins become so slip-
bery that they are dangerous and useless for this style of travelling. Flat sleds and
carrioles slightly narrower than those provided, and of thoroughly seasoned and properly
8rained oak, and for spring work light steel shoeing with countersunk bolts. Cariboo
Capotes are found to be the lightest, warmest and cheapest dress for winter work.

Should dogs be required they can be obtained at Lesser Slave Lake in exchange for

ast horses from this post. ’
. I'do not wish to conclude my report without again mentioning the efficient manner
In which Sergeant Hetherington assisted me in carrying out my duties. I also recom-
mend to your favourable notice, guide and interpreter, James Gullion, who proved him-
self a good dog driver, willing about a camp and a trustworthy interpreter.

. Accompanying this report you will find my supplementary report and map, together
With vouchers and schedule of cases disposed of by me.

I have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

A. M. JARVIS, Inspector,
In charge of Northern Patrol.
The Officer Commanding ,
N. W. M. Police,
Fort Saskatchewan District.

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT.

Sir,—TI have the honour to state that in compliance with instructions contained in
the commissioner’s letter dated 21st December, 1896, I have made a general report of
Iy trip to Great Slave Lake and other points in the northern territory. This report
Which was taken from my diary touches on the greater number of subjects required of
e to be reported upon, but I think it advisable to deal with each matter separately
and, therefore, add this supplementary report.

Re USE AND ABUSE OF LIQUOR.

On what may be called the Lower Athabasca, and from Fort McMurray to Fort
Resolution on Great Slave Lake, there can be no doubt from reliable information
Collected by this expedition, that considerable quantities of spirits and extracts are
Smuggled in and given and traded to the Indians, and slso brought in by Indians or

alf-breed hunters who trade their fur in the Edmonton district and purchase liquor.
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As is well known, liquor to Indians is their ruin, and as long as they can procure any
they will hang around the neighbourhood of these trading posts, get cheated out of their
fur, and when obliged to go on another hunt, they and their families are in a miserable
condition and half starved. It is reported that at several places in the vicinity of
Great Slave Lake, and especially en an island 20 miles out in the lake, an intoxicating
mixture is made which is called beer, it is said to be composed of hops, yeast cake,
sugar, flour, tobacco and spirituous extracts. I could hear of no liquor along the Peace
River, except at the settlement at Grand Prairie referred to in my report.  This place,
as already stated, I was unable to visit, and therefore can only report on hearsay. One
Rivet is said to be the principal offender. At Lesser Slave Lake, from the reports. of
the Rev. Mr. White and others, there is a large consumption of liquor, making for the
greater part of the winter, as stated to me, “one big drunk,” and rendering the nights
hideous. I there saw a large number of extract of ginger bottles (empty) said to have
been brought in and traded by one La Riviere, a wealthy free trader, who has been for
many years in the North-west Territory and the United States, where he was reported
in trouble for whisky trading with Indians. Permits are said to be fraudulently
obtained by traders and others in the name of the boatmen and employees, who are in a
great measure paid for their summer’s work in liquor. The liquor smuggled to Lesser
Slave Lake is said to be carried in by the old and now seldom travelled trail via Jaspar
Pass, Lac La Nonne and old Fort Assiniboine.

SETTING OUT POISON.

There has been in many locations on the Lower Athabasca and Great Slave Lake
country, as well as the upper districts of the Peace River, a general use of poisoned bait,
many of those using it not being aware of the law. Some damage has been done,
principally by the destruction of Indian hunting dogs, which are valuable to their
owners, and also a great loss of fur takes place by poisoned animals wandering off when
poisoned, and are either consumed by other animals, or covered in snow drifts, and are
also dangerous to hungry Indians who may discover and eat the poisoned carcasses.

Indians complained bitterly of the use of this poison put out by white men and
half-breed trappers with whom they are unable to compete, and think 1t hard that people
who are not owners of the country are allowed to rob them of their living. I notified
all T could by word of mouth, and sent printed notices to many others relating to the
ordinances. T tried and fined a number for breaking the law, and trust that these
lessons may for a time prevent further infringement thereof. Time has been allowed
for the payment of these fines, which, when due, should be enforced, otherwise the
trouble and expense of the expedition will have been encountered uselessly, and will be
a bad precedent for further action in that country.

BUSH FIRES.

Travellers of all kinds, including missionaries of all denominations, traders and ’
Hudson’s Bay Company’s servants, are most careless. They camp along river banks and
eave fires burning, which frequently spread and destroy timber for miles. Enormous
damage has been done, and on the Upper Peace River these vast fires have driven off
the game and consequently impoverished many of the Indians. I imposed fines on
several persons who had neglected to comply with the provisions of the fire ordinance. I
found that the Indians are not entirely innocent of this law breaking, as they are known
to burn off moose ranges and consequently large tracts of country.

FISHERIES.

Nearly all the small lakes are stocked with fish, but in some an insect cuts the nets
in a very short space of time and renders fishing impossible.
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There are large fisheries at Lake Athabasca, Great and Lesser Slave Lakes, and on
Great Slave River. Whitefish and lake trout of a very fine quality are taken, together
with pike, pickerel and suckers, and on Great Slave River the L'Tnconnu or unknown
fish, as mentioned in my report. This fish can be eaten by Indians and possibly by
white men after being educated to their flavour, both in taste and smell.

There are both winter and summer fisheries at nearly all these places, computed as
follows, viz:—

Fish.

Heart Lake ... .. ... . i 1,500
Little Jackfish Lake............ ..................... 15,000
Whitetish Lake . ........... . ... .. .. ... ... ... 30,000
Lake Athabasca ...... ... ... ... ..