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PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES,

AND GENERAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRD SESSION OF THE TWENTY-FIRST
PARLIAMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA, S

COMMENCING ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4th, 1838.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,

The Third Session of the Twenty-first Parlia~
ment for the Province of Nova Scotia, was this
day opened with the usual formalities.

At half-past two o’clock His Excellency Sir J.
Gagpard LeMarchant came down to the Gouncil
Chamber. The Volunteer Artillery Company
were stationed upon the Grand Parade, and se-
veral Companies of the 62nd Regt. were drawn
up at the Eastfront of the Province Building,
and lined the Stairs to the Council Chamber,
His Excellency was saluted with 21 guns.

Upon being commanded, the members-of the
Commons attended his Excelency in the Gouncil
Chamber, where his Excellency was pleased to
deliver the following

SFEECH :
Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the Le-
gislative Council:
Mr.bslpeaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assem-
y:

Her Majesty having becn graciously pleased to
remove me to another sphere of Executive duty,
my official connection with this Province will
cease on the arrival of my successor, the Right
Honorable the Earl of Mulgrave, who will short-
ly assume the Government of Nova-Scotia, -

The history of the age will be ferever marked
by the unparalleled atrocitics of the mutineers in
Im}xp, and the heroic bravery of all classes of
British residents, military aund civil, by whose
gallantry and cadurance, with the blessing of
Almighty Ged, we have every reason to hope
the mutiny will be erushed.

To the people of this Province it must be ex-
ceedingly gratifying to find conspicuous among
the many who have highly distinguished them-
selves, one of their own countrymen. . ‘

In conformity with a Resolution which passed
the Legislature, with reference to the Mines and
Minerals, Delegates proceeded to England, and
the Articles of Agreement entered into with the

w
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Mining Association, subject to your ratification,
will be submitted to you without delay. L

You will learn with pleasure that the Railway
works have steadily advanced, that nine miles
addition&l on the Trunk Line are now open for
traffic, and that the line to Windsor will beready
at an early day. ‘

During the recess the attention of my Govern-
ment has been directed to the consideration of
the great enterprise of an Inter-Colonial Line.—
The papers relating thereto will be laid before
you tor your information. ot

The alteration made ‘in the tariff at your 'last
Session, has enablel me to meet the large addi-.
tional Hemands for interest on the Railway.
Bonds; but the disturbed condition of Trade
which has unhappily prevailed throughout the
Commercial world, will naturally tend to dimin-
ish our resources for the eurrent year; and the
increasing burdens cenpected with our public
works render it imperative for the honor and in-
terest of the Couniry, that you should exercise
great caution and economy in making your an-
nual appropriations. -

I deeply deplore the distress that the failure
of an important branch of the Fisheries has
esused to a portion of the hardy and enterprising
Fishermen on our coast ; yet from the bountiful
harvest with which it has graciously pleased Di-
vine Providence to bless us, we may confidently
anticipate that the continned prosperity of the
Country will not be seriously impaired. - v

Your increased liberality in providing for
Common School Education, has, I am happy to
inform you, given a valuable impulse to -that
essential element in the welfare of the people,—
evidenced by an unprecedented increase in the'
number of teachers, and in the efforts made by
the inhabitants in many districts for their sup- .
port. - P e
-~ Reports from the Commissioners charged with
the examination of the Public Works; and Ac-
counts of ‘the Expenditure connected therewith,
are in’course of preparation, and will be laid on’
the'Table at'an earlyday. © 10 7 -
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4 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

Mr. bslpeaker and Gentleman of the House of Assem-
y:

The Public Accounts, together with the Esti-
mates tor the current year, will shortly be placed
hefore you. ‘ ‘

Mr. President. and Honorable Gentlemen of the Le-
gislative Council:
Mr. bsl;;gaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assem-

A measure will be submitted for your conside-
ration having in view an alteration in the con-
stitution of the Legislative Council, by which the
glective principle may be brought into opera-

ion.

Your deliberation will also be invited to other
irportant subjects, by which it is hoped the pros-
perity of the Province may be promoted.

You will require to make increased provision
for the completion of that portion of the Hospital
for the Insane, now erected, to prepare it for oc-
cupation,

The heavy liabilities connected with the indis-
pensable progress of our public works and the
inadequacy of the sum voted for the St. Peter’s
Canal, as exhibited by the report of the Engi-
neer, have compelled me reluctantly to suspend
further expenditure on that service until the
whole question shall be reviewed by the Legis-
lature, when, I doubt not, it will obtain the at-
tention its importance demands.

During the six years in which I have had the
honor and the happiness of presiding over the
public councils of this Colony, I have endea-
voured to regulate my Administration by princi-
ples, and to direct it to objects that I helieved
best adapted te advance the welfare of the peo-

e.

Their devoted loyalty to their Sovereign, their
thorough appreciation of the value of Briiish
Institutions, and the intelligence they have
evinced in carrying out the representative part of
them, have rendered my duties easy and agreea-
ble, and wil!, T am persuaded, greatly facilitate
those that will devolve upon my successor.

‘Whilst addressing you trom this place for the
last time, I recall with pleasure and gratitude
the unvarying harmony which in every stage of
my Government has subsisted between my con-
stitutional advisers and myself, the earnest co-
operation which I have experienced from both
branches of the Legislature, and the kindly per-
sonal feeling which has invariably been shewn to
me by all classes of the community.

Wherever my future destiny may be cast, I
shall always regard with the deepest interest
cvery thing that may affect the progress in mate-
rial wealth and social happiness of the Inhabi-
tants of Nova Scotia, amongst whom I have spent
80 many happy years.

The members having returned to the Assembly
room, the Hon. the Speaker read the Speech
from the Chair.

The Hon. the Spcaker announced that during
the recess he had received the resignation of Al-
fred Whitman and Stephen Thorne, Esgrs., of
their seats as members of the House,

The Hon. the Proviucial Secretary laid upon

the table the returns of the writs for the Town-|,

ghip of Amnapolis and Graaville.

Mr, T. D. Ruggles having duly attended at
the Clerks Chair took the usual Oaths in the
presence of the Hon. kugh Bell and the Hon. M.
B. Almon, commissioners, aud signed the Roll.

[1858.

BILL PRO FORMA.

Mr. Ryder asked leave to present a Bill to re-
gulate the Currency. Leave was granted and
the Bill was read a first time.

MOVING THE ADDRESS IN ANSWER.

Mr. Mc¢Farlane said—I rise to move the Ad-
dress, which Ihold in my band, in amswer to
his Excellency’s Speech. His Excellency has in-
formed us that his term of office is about to ex-
pire, and that his Sovereign has been graciously
pleased to remove him' fo another sphere of
Executive duty ; and, sir, although from the
able and impartial manner in which his Excel-
lency has discharged the duties imposed upon
him in this Province, we cannot but regret his
loss,—yet we may be permitted to congratulate
him on the honor conferred by his Sovereign, and
trust that in his new sphere of duty he may be as
successful indeveloping the resources, and ad-
vancing the prosperity of that portion of her
Majesty’s dominions as he has been in Nova
Scotia. His Excellency has alluded to the un-
fortunate mutiny in India, and the awful massa-
cre of which our fellow-countrymen and country-
women have been the victims ; but, sir, while we
have to deplore the occurrence of these sad events,
it is pleasing and consolitary to learn that by the
indomitable prowess of British arms, there is
every prospect of the mutiny being speedily
quelled. To us as Nova Scotians, it is matter of
peculiar pride and satisfaction to Lnow that
among the bravest of those to whose Xkeep-
ing the maintenance of our Indian Empire
has been entrusted, a son of Nova Scotia has
been found occupying a prominent place,—and
that the pages of after history will shew, stand-
ing side by side with Campbell and the lamented
Havelock. the name of Inglis. His Excellency
also informs us that a measure having in view
alterations in the Constitution of the Legislative
Council will be submited for our congideration,
with other important subjects ; and I feel confi-
dent that when these questions come before us,
this house will deal with them as their impor-
tance demand. I may, sir, in conclusion, reite-
rate that I bave much pleasure in moving the
adoption of this answer to his Excellency’s Speech,
and as it is the last which we shall have the
pleasure of addressing to him, I trust it will be
received with that unanimity and accord to
which it is entitled.

THE ADDRESS,
May it Please your Excellency,—

We thank your Excellency for the Speech with
which you have been plecased to open the present
Session of the Legislature.

We are gratified to learn that Her Majesty, in
depriving this Colony of your valuable services,
has been graciousty pleased to mark her scnse of
your administrative abilities, by promoting you
to the important Government ot Malta,

In common with yourself we sincerely hope
that, through the blessing of the Almighty upon
the indomitable prowess of British forces, the
mutiny in India may be speedily extinguished.
The unequalled- bravery manifested-by British
forces of every class will be contemplated by all
Nova Scatians with especial pride, in consequence
of the conspicuous position maintained by & na-
tive of this Province. . L

The articles of agreement entered into by Dele-
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gates from this Province with the Mining Asso-
ciation, will receive our attentive consideration.

We are gratified to learn that the Railway
works, in which interests so important are ip-
volved, are considerably advanced, and facilities
for traffic are being thereby extended.

We shall be glad to learn the result of the re-
consideration of the great question of an Inter-
Colonial line of Railway. ‘

It is very satisfactory to be assured that the
alteration in the Tariff has met our expectations
—yet in view of the prospect of diminished re-
sources, we ghall endeavaur to regulate our ap-
propriation with due regard to our financial
ability, in order that our credit at home and
abroad may continue as heretofore unimpaired.

While we deeply deplore the partial failure of
the fisheries, and the consequent distress that
must be occasioned to the industrious fishermen,
we desire to acknowledge with gratitude to God,
the favor that has been vouchsafed in blessing
uswith an abundant harvest, upon which the
Country so mainly depends for continued pros-

erity.

P It gﬂ"ords us much pleasure to know that the
increased appropriation for Common Schools has
resulted so beneficially, and that corresponding
cfforts have been made by the people themselves
in advancing a subject so intimately connected
with the best interests of the country as public
instruction,

Our careful attention will be given to the Re-
ports of the Commissioners who have been engag-
ed in examining our public works and accounts
of the expenditure upon them.

The public accounts and estimates for the cur-
rent year will receive our best attention.

We will bestow the most careful attention to
the measure by which it is proposed to alter the
constitution of the Legislative Council, and any
other bills that may be brought before us, having
the good of this Province in view.

The important subjects of the Hospital for the
Insane, and the St. Peters Canal, will not be lost
sight of in the present session, by the representa-
tives of the people. '

The kind and flattering manner in which your
Excellency has been pleased to express yourself
in taking leave of this Province is warmly appre-
ciated.

Anxiously as you have shown yourself to pro-
mote the prosperity of the country, it was bat
due to your Excellency that in a colony enjoying

representative institutions you should receive the
cordial support and co-operation to which you
were thus justly entitled. ,

We beg to assure you in parting that the warm
and generous emotions with which you are ani-
mated are not less sincerely reciprocated by our-
selves, and that our earnest desire is that you
may ever enjoy all possible prosperity and hap-
piness.

We would do injustice to our feelings did we
not add our best wishes for the health aud happi-
ness of Lady LeMarchant and your interesting
lamily, endeared, as she is to all who have had
the pleasure of making her acqnaintance,

The answer was seconded by Mr. Moses. -

On motion of the Hon. the Financial Secreta-
ry the further consideration of the Address  was
postponed until to-morrow, : Lo

The house then adjourned until 12 o’clock to-
mMOIrow, T
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Fripay, Feb. 5th, 1858,

The House met at Eleven o’clock, but the doors
were not opened—and after the Journals had
been read the House adjourned until 3 o’clook.
At three the sittings were resumed.

THE ADDRESS. -

On motion the Address in answer to his Excel-
lency’s Speech was taken up and a number of

clause Q men. con. After the clanse re-
lating gislative Council had been read,
Hon. .. YoUNG rose and said—To that

portion of the answer which has been passed to
this address I entertain not the slightest objec-
tion. There exists not a member of this house
who isimbued with a higher sense than myself of
the ability and spirit in which his Excellency the
Lieutenant Governor has discharged the duties
of his high office. The course he has pursued
both in public and in private life could not ' fail
to command the esteem of both sides in' this
house ; and therefore, sir, the tribute paid to -
him and his family meets my warmest and most
cordial approbiation. He has achieved the diffi-
cult task of parting with his late advisers with-
out losing them as friends. I am proud to bear'
testimony to the domestic virtues and womanly
bearing of Lady LeMarchant, who has, 'daring
her sojourn amongst us, secured the gadivided
respect of all classes in this community, and is
an ornament to her rank. I have thought it
necessary to say this much, that my motive in
moving the amendment whick I hold in my hand,
may not be misconstructed,—for I do not believe
that one member of the constitutional opposition
desires in the slightest degree to delay the ¥aa»
sage of that portion of the answer which reférs
to his Excellency or his family. S
But, sir, we have duties to perform as- custodi-
ang of the public welfare—as the advocates of
political opinions, which may not be slightly
passed over. It will be in the recollection of
many hon. gentlemen around these benches, that
the learned and hon. Attorney General was ac-
customed to twit the late administration’ with
the paucity and unimportance of the meéasures
submitted by them. If we set him a bad exam-
ple, I am sure that the house will agree with'me
that he has not much iniproved on it; nay, sir, T -
think I may venture to affirm that he has fallen far
bebind us, In this speech he has not expounded
one new principle or idea, and ha3 promised but
one new measure. There existed at one time in
English history a certain celebrity who acquired
the well applied soubriquet of “ Single Speech
Hamilton,” who having made one great oratori-
cal effort, subsided ints cilanne and wad hoana
of no more. If his title was well earned, may we'
not apply to the present executive with: equal
truth the appellation of ‘ the one messure admi-
nistration.”  With the exception of the Eléctive
Legislative Council bill, they Lave shewn us
nothing new,—they _have pointed t0 no “néw
act—have eliminated no leading principle—but’
have been content to fall back upor the. thread-
bare, hackneyed subject of former discussions; to
save their administrative reputation and hide the

‘Ipoverty of the land. And, sir, had it not been

for the allugion to that measnre in thé answer, it -
would have' met with fio opposition from this side:
of the house; but'it doés so Lisppen’‘that, after
the appointments recerfly mdde by the ‘Bxécn.
tive.to the upper branch, challénging'as they do’
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- the approval of this house, when the sober judg-
ment of hon. members cannot but condemn them,
it would be a sacrifice of principle on our part to
allow the clause of the address just read to pass
without a solemn protest against the action of
the government, ‘

Let us, then, inquire what position the Go-
vernment occupies in relation to this guestion.
The Legislative Council in this Progia wields
a power much more exteasive an t than
that exercised by the House of, . Not a
single pound can be paid ou the public trea-
sury until the expeaditure”has been sanctioned
by a vote of the Coucil ; and so jealous has that
body become of its powers, resting in this respect
upon long practice, that buta short time since the
usual grant for our navigation securities was re-
jected, and this house was obliged to pass suc-
cessive votes of credit that this branch of the
public service might not suffer. Therefore, sir,
independent of the power to regulate and control
every act of this house, the Legislative Council
can interpose its veto and prevent the passage of
any grant of money. This is a power to which
the house of Lords lays no claim. It must be
apparaat, then, toevery man who studies the con-
stitutjos of this Province, and regards the wel-
fare of $he country, that any contemplated
change in the Legislative Council should be ma-
turely considered and cautiously weighed. It
has been the policy of late years to give to each
of the eighteen counties as vacancies occurred,
a representative in that branch. The late ad-
ministration, and that which preceded it, in the
four last appointments carried out this principle,
and gave to counties which had po representa-
tive in the Upper house, the privilege enjoyed
by others. But. sir, there is another guestion
connected with this subject, to which I deem it
necessary to call the attention of the house. The
Upper Branch demanded that they should be
paid ; long debates took place. What induced
the majority to yield and acquiesce in that pay-
ment ? Was not the main reason, the actuating
and guiding principle which induced this house
to expend 12 or £1500 annually in puying the
Legislative Council, a desire to give to cach
County a representative whose pecular duty it
should be to guard the interests of the loculity
from which he came. Every man acquainted
with the history of that question is aware that
upon that principle only the concession was
made. In the speech we are informed that the

elective principle is to be applied to that body.
Suppose the bill passed by this house, what
would be its fate in the Upper Branch? 1Is there
one hon. gentleman who hears me, so utopian in
bis idcas as to believe that the Legislative Coun-
cil would assent to its passage, and thereby com-
mit an act of political suicide? What is the ex-
perience of Canada? With the great power—the
enormous _revenue — the unlimited patronage
which that splendid appendage of the British
Crown possesses, the government were  com-
pelled, prior to the adoption of the principle
which we are called upon to sanction, togive the
members of their Legislative Council seats for
life. Is it not clear that the same course must be
adopted here? But,sir, what further do we find ?
The very administration which requires us.to
sanction the elective principle, has’ but -recently
made two appointments to the Upper Branch, in
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the persons of Mr. Whitman and Mr. Dickey.
Has the government paid these gentlemen an
empty compliment, and only asked them to ac-
cept seats in the Council that they might summa-
rily dismiss them at the close of the session ?
Surely the hon. and learned leader of the govern-
ment will not ask this house to believe that.
No, sir, the government must contemplate the
necessity of giving to those who now compose
the Legislative Council seats for life. 'Why then,
with the change they have in view, did they
make the appointwents to which Ihave referred.
Did they desire to elevate two of their own adhe-
rents to positions which they might hold for life,
at the expense of the people and independent of
the people, in opposition to the principle of that
measure which they now ask us to support? The
common sense of the house will afford an easy
solution of this question.

As respeets the appointment of Mr. Whitman
I have nothing to say ; nay, sir, both upon prin~
cipleand as respects the personal qualifications
of that gentleman, I am free to admit that his
appointment was unexceptionable ; but should
be glad to know what vindication the government
of this country can offer, not only to the opposi-
tion, but to their own supporters, for the appoint~
ment of Mr. R.B. Dickey—a sccond resident
member for the county of Cumberland. Pictou
has lost its member. Why was it passed over ?—
Are there no gentlemen of sufficient intelligence
and integrity in that noble county, sympathizing
with the government. cligible to a seat in the
Council? Am Ito find the hon. the Solicitor
General. a representative of Pictou, vindicating
in this house that appointment? Sir, there are
strange rumours abroad ; men have come to be-
lieve that the judgment and assent of an Execu-
tive Councillor to the acts of an Executive are
not always asked. He may sometimes be over-
looked or insulted with impunily. How comes
it. Iask, that the counties of Syduney, Queens,
and Victoria, all represented by members of the
Exccutive, were passed over? What crimes too
have Yarmouth, Sbelburne, Colchester, and
Richmond commiited? Thesc, sir, are searching
inquiries, difficult 1o be answered. What pecu-
liar claim has any single county that it should be
favored at the expense of every other ? Cumber-
land was already well represented hy the sympa-
thies of my hon. fricnd Mr. McCully, possessing
no little influence in the Upper Branch. This is
a substantial wrong to one half the Province,
and affects Conservatives as well as Liberals—
It isin vain for hon. gentlemen to argue that
Legislative Couancillors have little influence and
no political power ; I have alrcady shown that
their controlling influcnce is great—and I shall
listen with much attention to the arguments of
hon. gentlemen opposite, to ascertaiu upon what
principle—either constitntional or just—they de-
fend their course of action. Sir, tbe late admi-
nistration were charged in bye gone days with
having done many a daring and courageous act ;
I think I may ventuve to affirm that they never
called on their supporters to vindicate an act £o
unprecedented and unjustifiable. I have now,
sir, given a calm and temperate statement of the
opinions which Iin common with a large party
in this honse entertain of the course pursued by
the administration. I have purposely abstaiued |

from indulging in invéctive, ‘i travelling out of,



1858.]

the question. In amendment to the thirteenth
clanse of the address, after the words ¢ Legisla-
tive Council,” I heg to move 'the following
amendment -~

 But we feel that the passage of that measure,
should it beapproved by a majority of this house,
will be greatly embarrassed by the recent ap-
pointment to the vacant seats in the Legislative
Council of the Hon. Alfred Whitman and the
Hon. Robert Barry Dickey ; and that the latter
of these appointments, as it violates the principle
acted on of late years, by conferring on . the
County of Cumberland two resident members,
and thereby giving to that county an undue ad-
vantage, is an injustice to severil of the other
counties who have no resident members to repre-
sent their rights and interests at the Board.”

This amendment, sir, may be either voted
down, it is true, or the government may attempt
to cvade it by applying a stringent rule of this
house. For their own credit sake, I hope they
will not stoop to evade this plain issue before
the country,—they shounld have manliness enough
to meet itfairly. The appointment of Mr, Dickey
was either justifiable or is incapable of defence.
In ecither case let the sense of the majority be
fairly tested.

The Hon. AtrorNEY GENERAL—I do DOt Object
50 much to the amendment of the hon. member
for Inverness as to the time and manner'in which
it has been submitted ; and I should be sorry if,
for reasons which I shall presently explain, it be-
comes compulsory to pursue a course which may
scem discourteous to the hon. and learned gen-
tleman. I can assure you, sir, that the disposi-
tion is foreign to us, His rematks have been
characterised by a tone, temper and spirit wlich
tend to allay anything like hostile or accrimo-
nious feelings, and therefore it is that I would
feel better satiefied if the hon. and learned gentle-
man would consent to withdraw his amendment
and not force the house toa division upon a
question raised at a most inopportune moment.
Two reasons influence me in arriving at this
conclusion ; the first lies entirely in the disere-
tion of the hon. member himself ; the other is of
constraining obligation wpon the government ;
1t rests neither with him nor myself, but is of a
higher character, and in my view conclusively
proves the inexpediency of the course which he
has intimated his intention to adopt. - His re-
marks as I have said were entirely unexception-
able—but at the close ofhis address he adverted to
the course left open to the administration, and in
doing 50 hinted that it may be contemplated to
enforce a rule of this house to give his amend-
ment the go-bye. Why he made that remark I
am unable to divine, for I am sure that hon. and
learned gentleman conld not have foreseen the
objection which the administratiop entertain to
the discussion of his resolution % the present mo-
ment. Thave said, sir, that two veasone exist
preventing the discussion of his motion. In the
first place the necessary information,—the essen-
tial data upon which a full discussion could be
had is not before the house, and iherefore many
of the statements which he has made; and many
of the arguments he has urged, are .entirely. by-
poibetical. Had the hon, and learned gentleman
waited until the information was submitted, the

house would haye been 'in a position fairly and

fully to discuss the subject he hak’ introduoedic
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for we eannot conceal from ourselves that be-
neath all-this assumed mildness of ‘demeanor
and suavity of address, a vote of want of confl--
dence lies eoncealed. But this was s matter en-
tirely within the discretion of the houn. and learned
gentleman ; it is for him and the hon. gentlemen
opposite to decide—whether or not it is wise and
proper to press the discussion of a question nnder
such circumstances, The other reason to which
I have alluded seems to me to, be entirely con-
straining j-and. I now propose ' to the hon. and
learned gentleman that he witbdraw his resolu-
tion for a time—to Be brought forward again by
him, if he so desires—when the "addres bas been
passed. In the course of the remarks made by
the hon, member for Inverness, he bore deservedi
testimony to the conduct of his Excellency the:
present Lientenant Governor: his Excellency
has done justice to hir late administration in his.
speech. by declaring that he ever had maintained’
with them a harmonions intercourse which the
asperities of party etrife have never marred.”
His Excellency in his speech ‘'has announced
his intended departure ; he only awaits the arri-
val of hissuccessor, and may possibly take advan+
tage of the next steamer to leave our shores.. Uh~
der these circumstances I ask the hon. and learned
member for Inverness, whether or not it is proper
to 'obstruct the passage of an address’ cofiveying
to His Excellency the expression of that' good
feeling and kindly regard which both sides—in=
dependent of party and personal feéling—enter-
tain towards him. * Sir, I assuré hon. ‘gentlemen
opposite in all sincerity that the administration
do not shrink from the discussion of those ques.
tions to which the bon., and learned member Hhas
alluded ; for when ‘the appointments to which he-
hag alluded comie to be discussed;- trust I shall
be.able to shew that upon constitutional and
rightful grounds they are defensible’; upon this
branch of the subject, however, I abstain.at pre-
sent from saying one word—my only object being
to shew that it is from no fear of attack that we
do not meet the amendment  proposed at once,
Another reason exists for the 'postponement “of
the discussion ;- many important papéts, anvong.
them the papers relating to the Mines'and Mifie-
rals, have not yet been submitted, and-éannotBe
while the speech is‘ unanswered,—when brought
down hon. gentlemen will havé ‘an’‘opportunity
of informing themselves upon matters with which
they are af present unfamiliar,—and this'they
can do during the period which:the Gébate may
occupy, for it will ecertainly not be- of “sweh limi-
ted dimentions as the gentlemen opposite/profess
to imagine, . R
Hon. Mr. Younc.—The address,, in so far a8, it-
relates to his Excellency the Licutenanflover.
nor, has already passed without o, @4
voice. Everything, therefore, urgéd:
hon. and learned Attorney General, ig' eh
applieable. For what reason he deprédidenitihe.
discuzion of the single point- raised by ithe .
amendment, I’ cannot-deteimine ; the . mo¥e égpe--
cially'when T ‘know that 'the first steamer<does .
not départ hence until Thursday next, and‘inalll
probability his. Excellency will’ not leave until - -
the boat following—giving o ‘margin of -nesrly
three'weeks, | - - ¢ SR b - :ﬁ‘»“:a SRk
Hon. Avtoiey Gunk iduits
does ‘not grow natufall;
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the administration design to submit, and the na-
ture of which can only be thoroughly understood
when it is brought down. Is it not better,then,
that the house shovld deal with it upon its own
merigs, entirely independent of any other ques-
tion ? . ‘

Hon. Josern Howe.~I should be sorry indeed
gir, to vote for this or any other motion which
could be even tortured intoan act ef discourtesy
to his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor. I
have served under his Excellency, and may say
that I entirely acquiesce in every complimentary
sentiment embodied in the address. No man will
view the departure of Sir Garpard LeMarchant
from the shores of Nova Scotia- with deeper re-
gret than myself, for I shall in that hour lose a
personal friend. Sir, the ;l)resent governor knew
how to conduct responsible government in this
country and hold the scales evenly between both
gides without inclining to either—and in that
respect has set an example which it will be well
if those who come after him follow. In many
other ways his Excellency has evinced a disposi-
tion to promote the best interests of Nova Scotia,
by importing into this country improved breeds
of :cattle, and personally interesting himself in
promoting the agricultural interests. When he
leaves ug, the best wishes of the people he has
governed will follow him., As regards Lady Le-
Marchant, she has set an exasmple which the
women of this country may follow with great ad-
vantage, and shewn herself a pattern of social

~ virtue—an affectionate mother—an estimable
wife, and that her daughters may adorn pesitions
in higher spheres, and her sons live to distin-
guish themselves in the service of their country, is
my fervent wish, To obstruct the passage of
this address ; to oppose or prevent the payment
of that just tribute of respect to his Excellency
and family which it contemplates, is not dream-
ed of by the opposition ; and I feel assured that
the hon., and learned Attorney General will ac-
quit gentlemen upon this side of any such de-
sign, Under any circumstances his Excellency
cannot leave this province until Thursday next;

he will not depart, in all probability, until a

fortnight after. Where exists then the necessity
for hurrying the passage of an address where
there is but a single point to discuss, which can
be easily settled this afternoon, or at furthest to-
morrow, We object that the government, in
view of a contemplated change in the Legislative

. Council, have made two appointments to that
body, subversive of the policy they intend to pur-
sue; we ¢ay that one of those appointments is
objectionable, because it gave to one county two
representatives in the Upper Branch, while many
counties were left wholly unrepresented. Surely
the issue, then, does not open up any wide or ex-
tended field for debate, and may be decided with-
out much discussion. ,

Hox. ArToRNEY GENERAL.—It must be obvious
to hon. gentlemen on. both sides of the house
that the object the hon. introducer of this amend-
‘ment has in view can be attained by the course
which. I have  suggested. Pass this address,
which will' not occupy twenty minutes, and then
it is,quite open to the hon. and learned gentle-
man to move his resolution, which can, in such
case, he discussed broadly upon its merits. The

oropriety, of this course, under thie circumsiances,
18 50 obvious, that, though paisful to me even to
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geem to shrink from a responsibility, or to evade
a discussion which the government court, I feel,
under the peculiar circumstances, compelled to
conclude with the motion I am aboutto make,
Sir, something has been said of the appointment
to the Council, from Cumberland, The constitu-
tionality and propriety of that appointment the
government are prepared to maintain ; and when
the subject comes fairly before us, I will under-
take to shew that it was justifiable, that the
government must exercise a discretion inrelation
to the exigeneies of the public service, if we ever
wish to raise the administration of public affairs
above mere personal and local interests, But,
sir, my objectin rising now isto putan end to
this debate, that the address may pass—if it is
to pass—leaving hon. gentlemen opposite to re-
pew their motion after. I -have therefore to
move that the main question be now put.

Hon. Mr. Young.—I wish to say one word on
the meaning of the rule which the hon. Attorney
General has taken advantage of to avoid the dis-
i:useion of this question. The rule reads as fol-
OWS :~— -

“The previous question shall be in this form
“ ghall the main question be now put’’~—when
moved and seconded for that purpose, it shall put
an end to the debate, and if it be carried in the
affirmative, shall bring the house to a direct
vote upon the question then before the house.
If rejected, the Debate shall proceed,”

It is clear therefore that if the motien of the
hon, Attorney General prevail—thata division
must then make place upon the amendment intro-
duced to the address—that being the main ques-
tion hefore the house. :

Hon, Fmvanciar, SecrerAry—Why will the
hon. member for Inverness give a construction to
that rule which he knows it will not bear? |

Hon. Mr. Young—Sir, Iassert inthe face of
the whole world that the construction which I
have put upon the rule is the only one it was
ever intended to bear. In the house of Commons
the previous question has never been used to put
an end to debate. The use to which the late ad-
ministration put that rule—although seldom taken
advantage of, and only when a subject had been
fully debated—has been rcprobated by the hon
Attorney General himself in the strongest terms.
But I venture to say—and I challenge contradic-
tion—that such an instance as this—go tyrannical
and oppressive an attempt to shut the mouths of
a minority—-is unexampled in our parliamentary
history.

Hon. ATroRNEY GENERAL.—The hon. member
for Inverness must speak only to the meaning of
the rule, if not I shall reply. ‘

Hon. Mr. Young.—I court reply, ‘

The hon. SprakEr~It must be understood
that after the motion made by the hon. Attorney
General, no speaker can be heard, except in ex-
planation of the rule. L

Hon. FivaxciaL SecreTARY.~The hon. mem-
ber for Inverness challenges me to shew. that
the rule in England is similar to that here, which
‘be and T both know isnot the case. There the pre-
vious question is never made use of to put an-end
to.debate ; but here the rule has been invariably
applied for this and no other purpose. - Buf,8ir,
the rule s it stands in this province clearly means
that if the motion that the * main question be.now

put,” pass in the affirmative, then the house must
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proceed to a division om the original motion—
which in the case is this address.

Mr. Younc.—Suppose than it isnegatived, does
not 8ebate end ? ‘ ‘

Hon. FINANCIAL SECRETARY.~—The rule docs not
say £0.

{Ion. Mr. YouNe.—The rule does say so. It
clearly lays down that if the motion be negatived
the debate shall not proceed. ‘

Hon. ArtorNEY. GENERAL.—The statement
made hy the hon. and learned member for-Tnver-
ness, that the exercise of this rule at present is
tyrannical, I cannot allow to pass entirely unno-,
ticed. From such a-charge it must be evident to
all who look at the guestion with unprejudiced
cyes, the government have been completely ex-
onerated. I ask again, it it would not be incon-
sistent with the respect due to the distinguished
nobleran who has represented the Crown in this
Province for many years with equal honour to
himsclf and advantage to the country—to delay
the passage of this address until the very bour of
his departure from our shores. Is there anything
tyrannical in asking that a decision be had at
once upon the address, when it is open to the
hon. member for Inverness to move his amend-
ment in the shape of an independent resolution
ten minutes after.

Hon. Mr. Youxe.—That argument has already
been answered ; I ask the hon, Attorney General
whether or not. under the rule already cited—in
the event of his motion passing in the affirmative,
my amendment is not the main question before
the house ; and if so, whether a division should
not be had on that amendment.

Mr. Wane—Hoped the hon. member for Tnver-
ness would consent to withdraw his amendment.
To pass the address did not in his view rccognise
a8 justifinble the recent appointments to the Le-
gislative Council,—nor did it pledge the house
in apy way to a bill-—the provisions of which
were yet unknown. Ife presumed if a division
were forced, the supporters of the administration
at the last session would be found veting for the
address,

The Hon. Seraxer.—Hon. gentlemen must
keep to the question ; the construction of the rule
referred to is now the only subject under debate.

Hon. Mr. Howe.—We may safely presume sir,
that this rule was adopted {or public convenience
—tor the protection of public interests. I have
moved the previous question within half an hour
of the time fixed for the Lieut. Governor to pro-
roguc the assembly—that suchk formality might
be complied with., Again I have moved the pre-
vious question when the honse was exhausted
with a discussion or heartily tired of debate, up-
on which everything had becn said. But to take
advantage of that rale balt an hour after an
amendment has been moved—before it has been
at all discussed, to shut oat debate and toscrcen
the acts of the administration under the pretext
of an event which will certainly not happen for
five, perhaps not for fifteen days to come, is cer-
taiuly a stretch of power, an arbitrary application
of thig rule unprecedented in my parliamentary
experience. ‘

Hon. Mr. Young disclaimed any intention of
applying the. word “ fyrannical”’ in an offensive
sense,—and again called on the Attorney General
%o explain the meaning of the rule. W
Hon. Artoryey ;C{mmmzx.,r,—lf correctly . in-

| berston; Geldert, Chambers, Hon,,
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formed thisrule came from the pen of the hon.
member for Inverness. o '
Hon. Mr. Young,—~No. - ‘ ‘

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—Well, sir, the rule -
It states that if the mo- -
tion—¢shall the main question be now put,”

is at least ambiguous.

pase ic the affirmative, it shall bring the house to

a direct vote upon the question then before the

house. That, sir, in my view is the address.

Hon, Mr. Young.—No. : '

Hon, Mr. Howe.—The Amendment.

Hon. Fryaxciar. Secrerary.—That is your
main question. ’

Hon. Arroryry GuvERAL —T0 soy the least of
it the rule is obscurely . expressed. 'But, sir, this
is matter of but little moment. The amendment
obviously opens up a wide field for discussion,—
invelving as well the principle of the Bill allud-
ed to in the address as the conduct of the admi-~
nistration. These questions can be discussed af-
ter the address has passed and been presented to
His Excellency ; but if the consiruction put up-
on the rule by the hon. member for Invernes be
correct, I can only say thatI shall be sorry to
vote against his amendment under such’ circum-
stances.

Hon. FrxarciaL SecreTsRY read from the jour-
nals to shew that the rules—among which was
the one relating to the main guestion—had been
reported from committee by the hon. member for
Inverness in 1356, and were adopted a few days
subsequently on his (Mr. Young's) motion. He
(Mr. M.) thought the hon.member ought to be
more careful in denying statements made. '

Hon. Mr. YouxG had no with to abgolve him-
self from the paternity of the rule. The state-
ment made was that the rule had been drawn by
bim (Mr. Y.—when the facts were thatthe rule
was first adopted by committee in 1837—and suk-
sequently revised by a committee in 1856, He
thought it & plain, simple,and wholesome regula-
tion, ‘ -

Calls were made by several hon. gentlemen for
the Speaker’s decision,

The Hon. SrEskER—I decide that if the motion
of the hon. Attorney General ¢ that the .main
question be now put” pass in- the affirmative—
the house must then proceed, without debate, .to
a direct vote on the amendment of the hon. mem-
ber for Inverness. S

Hon. Arrer¥yey GENERAL'S motion was then
put and passed in the affirmuative, 25 to 20. The
names stood thas :—

For—Messrs. Brown, Bill, McLearn, Bourneufs,
Hyde, Charehill, Tobin, White, Ruggles, Hon.
C. Campbell, Bent, Martell, Henry, McFarlane,
Moses, Fin. Secretary, ’rov. Secretary, Attorney

General, Hon. J. Campbell, Robichean.” Ryder,

Hon. Mr. McKinnon. Sol. General, Smyth, Wade.
Against—Tsson, Webster, Fuller, Bailey, Wier,

Robherston, Parker, Chipman, Geldert, Hon: Mr.,

Young, Chambers, Hono. Mr. Howe, Morrison,

Dimock, Munro, Archibald, Locke, McDonald,‘

Annand, Davidson. ‘
Hon. Mr. Youxng then moved the
to the address,
there appeared : . f
For—22.—Against—23, ‘ SRTIN
For—Esson, Hyde, Webster, Bailey, Maaro,
Fualler, Wier. McLellan, Parker;: Chipman, Ro-

amendment = .
On the question being taken
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Locke, Morrison, Dimock, Hon. Mr. Howe, An-
nand, McDonald, Archibald, Davidson—22.

Against—Wade, Hon, J. Campbell, Bill, Bour-
neuf, McLearn, Tobin, Churchill, White, Rug-
gles, Martell, Heory, Bent, McFarlane, Moses,
Tinancial Seeretary. Provineial Seerctary, Attor-
ney General. Hon. C.J. Camphell, Ryder, Smyth,
Solicitor General, Robicheau, Hon. Mr, MeKinnon
p—2 , '

The amendment being thus lost, the remaining
clauses of the address were taken up and passed—
“mem._con.

Hon. Atroryey GrxErRAn announced that he
would ascertain {rom his Excelleney at what hour
it would bie convenient for him to receive the ad-
dress.

CIIATRMAN OF BITLS ‘

Hon. AtrorMEY GENERAT announeed that from
recent changes is became necessary to appoint a
Chairman of Bille. e had much pleasure in
naming the hon. member for Argyle (Mr. Rider)

—an old member of the house—and from his ex-|

pericnce well qualified to perform the duty.

Hon. Mr. Howe in seconding the motion ob-
served-—that the sclection made could not have
heen less exeeptionable Lo the opposition, since the
choice hadfallen upon an hon, member who, what-
ever political diflferences had existed Letween
himself and others—never allowed them {o inter-
fere with his private conduct. ‘

Hon. Mr. Youse.—TFhere are two Chairmen of
Bills ;—the practice has always heen to draw one
from cach side of the house,—under such circum-
stances the appointment might almost Le said
10 Le with the sapporters of {Le administration.
He concurred with what had been said of the hon.
gentlemen named. o

The motion pussed unanimously—and the house
taen adjourned until 11 o’clock on Sautrday.

Sarurpay, Feh, 6th.

The house met at 11 o’clock and proceeded to
Government House to present the answer to the
Address,  After which it adjourned uuntil Three
o’clock., On resuming—

IHon. Prov. Secretary, by command, laid on the
table of the howse the election writ for county
of Cape Breton, which wag read by the Clerk,
with the Sherift’s retrun thercon.

Mr. Caldwell, the new member for that county,
being in attendence, took the usual oath, signed
the roll, and took his seal as member for Cape
Breton, ‘

Hon, Atty. General reported from committec
of revision {o select standing committees as fol-
lows:

On Agricullure—Ton. Mosers, Young, chairman,
MeKinnon, Chipman, Bill, Parker, Robichecau
MeFarlane,

LFisheries—Ryder, Martell, Locke, Bourneuff,
Smith. Rynard, Wier.

Lost  Office—Henry, Mefarlane, McLellan,
White, Wade, Munro, Annand.

Public Accounts.—Esson, Moses. Dr. Brown,
White, Archibald.

DPrinting and Reporting—¥Finfincial Secretary,
Howe, Young, C. J. Campbell, McFarlane,

Fducation—Atty. General, Archbald, Young,
Provincial Secretary, Howe, Dr. Brown, Tobin,
McDonald, Moses, o ‘

Mines and Munerals, and Croten Lands—Solicitor

£
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General, Young, Financial Secretary, McKeag-
ney, Attorney General, Esson, )

Navigation Securitics— Killam, Ruggles, Rynard,
Fuller, Bent, McKenzie, Bill.

Penitentiary.—Chipman, Cbirchill, Chambers,
Caldwell, Bailey, Robertson, Davidson.

Dransient  Paupers—Sick  Foigrants—Deaf and
Dumb—Blind and Insane, and Provincial Asylum.—
Brown, Dimock. Hyde, Geldert, McLearn.

Indian  Afairs—Webster, Wade, McKinnon,
Morrison, Faller,

Lipiring Laws and Private Bills—Wade, Solici-
tor Gencral, Howe, McDonald. Ruggles.

Trade and Manufactures—Tobin, Wier. Jno,
Campbell, McKenzie, Henry. :

' Roed Damages.—Annand, Muanro, Killam, Di-
mock. Shaw. ‘ ‘

Contingent Iixpenses of IHouse—~Financial Secre- -
tary, Archibald, Esson. ‘

The above report was read and ordered to lie
upon table until Monday.

Hon. Attorney General, by command, laid on
the table the reports of the Delegates on the sub-
ject of the Mines and Minerals and the original
documents alluded to therein, which were order-
ed to lie upon the table. The hon. gentleman
stated that copies would immediately be placed
in the bands of the members, and asked lesve to
introdace a Bill for giving eftect to the surrender
by the legal representatives of the Duke of York
and Albany to her Majesty, and by the General
Mining Association and their Trustee. of the
Mines in Nova Scotia. and tea lease of part of
such Mines to the Association.

Ion. Attorney General, by command of his
Excellency, laid on thetable of the Touse certain
papers relating to.an Inter-colonial Raitroad, and
stated that the Delegates on the subject of the
Mines aud Minerals having been authorized to
enter into negotiations on this subject, had heen
in correspondence with the British Goverument,
and in comwuuication with the Delegates from
Canada, the rseult of whicli was contained in the
docmuents he presented, which were read by the
Clerk.

ITon. Mr. Howe remarked, that the short des-
patch at the end of the correspondence, quite dis-
posed of the subject for the present. At the
same time it is hut fair to say, as one who had
expended some time and incurred some responsi-
bility on such suhjects, that it was bonourable
to the gentlemen who had represented these Pro-
vinees on a recent occasion, ihat they had made
the cfforts detailed in the papers submitted.
Every member, I take for granted, listened with
pleasure to the able slatements of the case, ag
bad been read to the House. We should not
value any man’s merit by his sunccess,—that one
deserves to succeed isenocugh.  Iknow something,
sir, ot the difticultly which devolves on those who
altempt to conduct such negotiations, and how
much care and skill are required, and have been
evioced in those under consideration. I think it
due to the gentlemen most concerned to say this
much, and to say it promptly, on the papers being
read to the House, ' B

Hon. Attorney General, also by command, laid
on the table certain papers relating to the Union
of the British North American 'Colonies, ‘which
were read by the Clerk;, -~ v 0 e

The han. gentleman: gaid that ‘as regards the"
ather subjectreferred to.in - the papers just-read, . .
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(Emigration) no report was: presented, as he
fonnd that nothing could be done in England. in
reference to that guestion,—the authorities in
that country having declined to afford any assis-
tance in the matter. ‘ ‘

Hon. Messrs. Howe and Young made some re-
marks on the subject, those of the latter gentle-
man heing {o the effect that he considered Nova
Seotia could not hold out the same inducements
for immigration as Canada and New Brunswick.

Mr. McLellan suggested the propriety of tor-
warding the public business, and gave notice
that he would move that the question of the Bal-
lot he taken up next Wednesday.

Ilon. Attorncy General stated that he wished
the ITouse to consider the question of the Mines
and Mincrals on Monday or Tuesday.

1lon. Finaneial Scerctary proposed thab the
llouse shonld devote the mornings of each day
o the presenting of petitions, public accounls,
and other routine husiness ; and the afternoons to
the regular debates on questions which sbould
come up for discussion, He stated that he was
prepared to present the public accounts early in
the ensuing week. . .

Mr. Heory thought that, considering the im-
portance of the subject of the Mincsand Mine-
rals, the discussion of that question should not
he hurried on hefore the House was in full pos-
session of all the facts.

Mr. Morrison concurred.

Hou. Attorney General explained that he did
not wish to hurry the matter, but as the papers
bad been printed, and were before the publie, he
thought the house could not be taken by sur-
prise, and it was necessary that a subject of such
mlaguitude should be dealt with as goon as possi-
ble. ‘ ‘

Hon. Mr. Archibald spoke to the same effect,
and eugoested Thursday next as the day for the
consideration of this subject, which was agreed to.

Mr. McLellan gave notice of a motion iith
regard to the Ballot, and named Saturday next
as the day for the discussion of that subject.

Then the House adjourned until Monday at 12
o’clock,

Moxoay, Fel. 8th,
MORNING SESSION.

1louse met at 12 o'clock, and sat with closed
doors until 1 o’clock.

A conversational debate took place in relation
to the Mines and Minerals, as to the relative
weight of the chaldron of eoals from the different
mines of the Province.

Mr. McDonald suggested that as there appear-
ed a desire for further informationon the subject,

‘the Committee on the Mines and Minerals should
meet and prepare the materials, in a digested
form, to be brought before {le house.

Hon. Mr. Youx¢ recommended the propriety of
the Governmeut turnishing a map of the coal lo-
calities. ‘

Hon. Atty. General replied that he should
bring before the House the maps furnished to
him by the General Mining Association:,

The House then proceeded to consider the Re-
vort of the committee appointed to nominate the
Standing Committees, .~ - - -~ . . .

Mr. Chambers’s name wag substituted for that:

"PARLIAMENTARY ' DEBATES.

sent to the office” here for 'the purpose

of Mr. Robichenu.in’ the:committee on Agriculs

1

ture, and that of Mr. Robicheau vice Mr.. Cham- |
bers in the Penitentary Committee. -~ -~ -
On motion, ‘Mr. Howe’s name was.substituted
in place of Mr. Henry’s on the. commitiee on
Trade and Manufactures, .and Mr, Henry’s for
that of Mr. Howe’s on the committee relating to
Expiring Laws and Private Bills, ' Co
The remaining committees then passed as pre-
viously reported withoub alteration. W
The House adjourned until 3 o’clock.
AFTERNOON SESSION.
House resumed at 3 ¢’clock. -~ -
Mr. Moses presented a petition from John'
Patch and others of Yurmouth, (which he stated
was very numerously signed, and he requested
the same to be rcad by the clerk.) The Petition-
er claimed to be the original inventer of the prin-
ciple of propelling steam ships by means of the
serew, L
Hou. Atty. General stated that Mr. Patch had
the misfortune of being one of those indivi-
duals who bad originated a new idea, but had not -
the means of prosecuting it—he doubted not due’
consideration would begiven to hig claims,
Referred to committee on trade and manfac-
tures. ’ Co
L 1

AFPTERNOON SESSION.
The House resumed its sittings at three o’clock.

The Hon. the FINANciar SECRETARY said I
rise, Mr. Speaker, for the purpose of presenting’
to the house a general statement of the Imports
and Exports for the nine months ending the- 80t
September, 1857, I feel agsured that the 'charige -
I have made in the mode of preparing this docu~:
ment will meet with your approbation.  The’
method formerly adopted of making up the ae.’
counts of our expenditure and income necessarily:
threw a large amount of business on the Finan-
cial Secretary’s office during the last three monthg
of the year. It will be rememkered thatat the
last session I suggested that our financial year
should end on the 30th September—in order that
the necessary information connected with our pub-
lic accounts might be laid upon the table of ‘the
house at an early day in each session for thein-
formation of the Legislature., This courseI have
to some extent followed out, in the full hope that’
the house will enable me to lay them-on the table .
in thig'form. Itmust be apparent to hon. géntle~"
men that I cannot submit any comparative state~
ment——because these accounts are but for mine
months, the last quarter will be made up in a féw
days and submitted to the house. I do not mean.
to say that these statements' contain’ any thing
like accurate information respecting the trade, -
commerce, or ghipping of the Province, nor-ig it
possible to obtain. accurate returns, unless the
Controllers of Custorns are sufficiently well paid' "
to remunerste them for the labor. Fhe tfade of
the Province cannot possibly be preseiited with
anything like accuracy. Mackerel aré -odught -
upon our coasts and sent up to this city in'smalk
lots—say 10 or?20 barrels ; 'no record .of“the
catch, receipts, quaptity usedin the Pfovinge, or"

exported, is kept, and theréfore it iy “impd"ss‘ibl@‘{f e
to form any adequate idea of the quantity or'valaé
of the'catch: Tt is true that general accoun ‘

mission 'to - the Home Glo vern
‘vinial  record igkept ;i noi’
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Secretary for the time being any mede of comput-
ing the exact amount of imports ' and exports, I
have thrown out these few preliminary sugges-
tions that some action may be taken with respect
to our present system.
* The first document which, by command of his
Excellency, I have to lay on the table of the
house, is a general abstract of the returns of
imports and excise duties, collected at the differ-
ent ports of this province during the year ending
81st Dec, 1857.

2nd.—An abstract of articles imported into
this province, on which duty was collected during
the year 1857. .

8rd.—A comparative statement exhibiting the
increase and decrease of the amount of excise
duties collected in the different ports of this pro-
vince for the year 1856-7,

4th.—A comparative statement of articles im-
ported into this province, and of the amnouunt of
excise duties collected therein for the year 1856-7.

I am sorry tosay, sir, that this statement is
not as satisfactory as I could desire. It will be
in the recollection of the house that the advalorem
duty upon imports was increased, last session,
from 6% to 10 per cent.—but the additional 33
per cent. was only collected on the three last
quarters of the year ending 81st Dec., 1857, so
that upon caleulation I find that we have collect-
ed about £1000less than we should have done,
had the duty covered the whole importations fur
the year. The advalorem daties have, in conse-
quence of the increase, yielded about £24,000
over and above the amount that would have been
collected at the 64 rate. To the gentlemen who
estimated the revenue for 1857, (I allude to the
hon. member for Sydney, Mr. Henry, and others,)
much eredit is due, for I find that the result has
shewn our caloulations to have come within £200
of the actual sum realized. On some dutiable
articles there has been an increase—on others a
sad falling off. The sum collected on coffee ex-
ceeds by £181 9s 4d. the amount collested in
1856,~ground coffee has yielded too £35 more.
On black ten there has been a falling off of £1,184
sterling ; this result I feel assured, is attributable
to the high price of the article.,
The duty collected on Gin shews an

increase of . . . . . . .£594 0 Ostg.
On Leather . . . . . . . 415 0 0«
On Rum . . . 1708 13 3 ¢

Last session the duty was altered on loaf sugar,
by reducing it from 14s. to 10s., thus equalising
the impost on crushed and loaf. The resultIom
happy to say shows an increased collection on this
article of luxury amounting to £257 sterling,

On Tobacco an inereased amount has been collect~
ed of. . v e . o s £195 O’ O Stgn
On Whiskey . . . . . . 106 0 0«
On Wine at 25, 6d. per gall, . 156 2 8¢«
While upon the wine imported' liable to the re-
duced duty there is a deficit of £176 sterling. In
1856 the distilleries yielded £5,600-this year,
owing to one of the Distillers being unable to
carry on his business—the amqunt collected was
but £5084—showing a decresse of £516 currency.
The amount collected on Brandy has fallen off
to the extent of £1063 sterling ;—a circumstance
which I can only account for 88 the result of the
well Known high price of that article, which has
compelled its lovers to refrain:from using it and
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imbibe only the cheaper, whiskey or gin. (Laugh.
ter). Lookingto the Revenue as a whole, I am
sorry to say, Mr. Speaker, that the result is not
as satisfactory as I could wish. o

In 1856, independant of the Casual
and Territorial Revenue, we col- ‘

lected. . oovennn... veee... £04,317123
In 1857...... crseseeeess.. 111,884 00
Shewing an advanceof........ . 1.7,567 79

But, sir, it must be remembered that we have
attained £24,000 from the increase in our adva-
lorem duties ; so that upon the whole our general
revenue has falien off (that is to say, basing our
calculations upon the rate of duty in 1866) by
£17,567 sterling, or nearly £22,000 currency.

'In order that I might give an accurate state-
ment, it would have been necessary in connection
with these papers, to lay the Receiver General’s
account on the table—but as that has not, as yet,
been examined and certified in my office, I thought
it better to put the house in possession of the im-
portant information which these documents convey
at ag early a day as possible. The account of the
Receiver General is in course of preparation, and
will most probably be submitted to-morrow. Be-
fore I close these remarks, allow me to say—for I
feel it my duty to deal openly and candidly with
the house—that the increase in the revenue must
not lead any hon. gentleman to instruct his con-
stituents—as such a state of things very often does
—to count upon an increase in the amount grant-
ed for county purposes. Nay, more, sir, looking
to the exigencies of the country—to the large sum
of £52,000 which must be provided to sustain our
railway—to the expenditure of £12,000 for the
Lunatic Asylum—the increased educational grant,
about £4000, and o decrease of about the same

‘amount in the Casual and Territorial Revenue,

provided the new arrangement proposed goes into
effect. Hon. gentlemen must make up their minds
to be content with about one half the road grant
for their counties, whieh they received at the last
session. It required the most strenuous efforts on
the part of the administration to keep the late is-
sue of £15,000 in Provincial notes afloat, during
the past summer, a further issue is therefore mnot
only unadvisable but impossible. But, sir, in ad-
ditien to all this, no man who regards our present
commercial condition with a comprehensive glauce,
and reflects upon the depression which must, of
necegsity, ensue from the many failures which
have taken place in the city of Halifax, can enter-
tain & doubt that our imports will diminish ; the
shelves of our merchants are now laden with goods
imported and remaining unsold. To supply the
demand which this state of things creates iz im-
possible. We might impose 1d. additional upon
coffee, £d. more on tea, and perhaps slightly in-
crease the duty on sugar ; but the sums so reali-
zed would amount to nothing, in comparison with
the sum we shall require. I havelooked over the
Tariffs of Canada and New Brunswick, and find
that although the duties they impose in some ca-
ses exceed ours, yet on the whole they are pretty -
nearly equal. ' Computing by population and re-
venue upon ealculation, it appears that in Canada
the duty amounts, for each individual, to 1086 . -
in Nova Scotia, to 8s: 9dv  Our experience shews
us that it is imposdsibleto: collect. ~gnyﬂnngn‘»'hke F
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large imposta in this province,—our geographical
position—our people owning more tonnage on
small vessels than any other of her Majesty’s co-
lonies—our sea coast sbounding with harbors,
renders the collection of our present revenues very
expensive,—toincrease our duties will always lead
to increased violation of the revenue laws.
No. 5 contains a statement of the light duties
. collected — shewing that although there has been
fluctuations in the comparative amounts collected,
yet on the whole the Revenue for this service has
increased by £86 12s, 2d. In conclusion, sir,
allow me to observe, that in following the course
pursued heretofore, and submitting these docu-
ments, | the government are not at all respon-
gible for the circumstances they disclose. If, as
Financial Secretary, it became my duty to bring
down the Budget, and the initation of all money
votes was entrusted to the government; the ad-
ministration would be fairly and justly blamable,
if from want of prudence or foresight, the finan-
ces of the country were found to be in their pre-
sent situation ; but so long as each individual
member of this house claims and exercises in
committee of supply the right of moviog what
votes he pleases, the responsibility must rest
where it rightfully should-—upon the house, and
not on the government.

The hon. gentleman concluded by adverting to
the course pursued by merchants who imported
goods, paid the duty on them, unpacked and pla-
ced them on their shelves ;and subsequently,
when they desired to #xport them, applied for
and obtaived the drawback. He thought the
practice injurious.

Mr., Topin explained. The reason the draw-
back was allowed was very simple. Dry goods
were imported in packsges too large, and made
up of articles, sowe of them unsuited to the New-
foundland and Labrador trade ; and it would be
cause of much inconvenience if any alteration in
this system took place.

Hon. Mr. Youxa said.—I have listened, Mr.
Speaker, with a good deal of interest, and I must
add, much surprise and disappointment, to the
information which the papers just laid upon the
table by the hon. Financial Secretary convey.
That the government should find it necessary,
within the first five days of the opening of the
sessionm, to come down with the papers forming
the basis of our estimates for the in-coming year,
and openly avew that the road zrant at one fell
8Wo0p is to be reduced by one-half, did startle
me outof the calmness with which I was listen-
Ing, as it must have startled every member of
this house previously unacquainted with the fact,
Have we indeed come to this, 8ir, that our road
grant, which, however lightly the residents in
Halifax may sometims treat it, is looked upon by
the people of the country as an invaluable boon,
13 at one ,instant to be reduced from Forty to
twenty thousand pounds. If so, it is high time
that & most vigorous and searching investigation
should be made into the causes which have pro-
duced such results, The hon Financial Secretary
has thrown out two or three ideas which, although
they may seem new, are not really so, and it be-
hoves us to ‘reflect deeply upon them. If this
house, having the contrgl of the public purse, has
S0 mismanaged our affairsthat werdre humbled

into owr present condition, it is indeed high time’
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for us to consider whether the initiation of all mo-
ney votes should not be entrusted to the govern-
ment of the day, responsible tothis house and
people for the course they pursue and the grants
they propose. 8ir, like the pulsations of the
heart, the financial prosperity of a country gives
vitality and vigour, energy and life to the whole
system ; and more particulerly with us, where
the esseuce of liberty is in little danger, it
is a subject of the gravest concern and most mo-
mentous interest ; and, sir, when such a state-
ment as that which has just fallen from the'lipsof '
the Hon. Financial Secretary in made, it behoves
every man, who regards the welfare of the coun~"
try, to open his ears and understanding, and af-
ter investigating the cause of the complaint, to
aid in devising some means to eradicate the evil 'and
restore the country to a sound financial condition,
Hon. Fivawciar SecreTABY.—I should have
remarked, sir, before submitting these papers,
that in a financial point of view the country is not
in such a deplorable situation. If, sir, this or
any county requires the construction of large and
expensive public*works within its borders, it must
be content to make the necessary sacrifices to- ob-
tain them. If beavy outlays of money are made,
the people must know that, until the works pay
of themselves, the public chest must provide the
interest. I ausert, then, that were it not for the
interest on railway expenditure, the £12,000 for
Lunatic Asylum, and the other necessary pay-
ments I have mentioned previously, that-the
financial condition of this country would be ‘most
flourishing, and that more than a sufficiency - to
meet the requirements of the Province would be
in the public chest. I have nothing to complain
of in the remarks of the hon. member for Inver-
ness ; they conveyed the views and gentiments of
a man who understands our position, and would
lend his aid to remedy whatever inconvenience
we may be compelled to endure. Do I not, as
the representative of Guysborough, feel as keenly
ag any member of this house the losg of any: por-
tiou of our road grant ; but, sir, it has become -
@ pecessity of our condition, to be deplored cer~
tainly——to be remedied if possible—but sarely ia
not attributable to the present advisers of  his
Excellency. I stated, in placing these documents’
before the house, that this was no party question;
I am now aboui to do more. I invite hom. gen~
tlemen on both sides to approach thiz questionm
without one thought of party, and deal with it as
a matter in which we are all equally interested.
Upon the recent appointments to the Council—
upon the Coal Mine question, and many other:
subjects, we will be happy to receive the atten~
tion of the hon. gentlemen opposite ; butupon
this point let us all unite to deviseif powible
some means of increasing our pecuniary resources
for the general benefit of the Country. -I am
happy to state, sir, that while many of the great.
Bankers in the Mother Country have felt the de-
pressing intiuence of the recent crisis and been
compelled to borrow to sustain their ‘positions,
the credit of this Provinee has'not sufferéd in the
slightest degree. - But unless ‘ we' laborto limit
our expenditure, “our credit; and character too,
will not and cannot be sustained, - i/ -
' 'Mr, MogrsoN—I can ouly say, sir, that'the
Ismentations of Jeremiah were:siothing in ot
rigon'with' the’ ladientations of Marshall.
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Hon. Mr, Young.—It may be, sir, that I con-~
cur with the hon. Financial Seoretary in thinking
that this question should not be made the subject
of party warfare ; but if the opposition accept his
invitation, and unite with the government for the
% common weal, we shall not follow the bad exam-

- ple set us last winter.

A Mr. Parggre.—I1 admire the plan and open man-
© her in which the hon. Financial Secretary laid the
d’égzuments referred to on the table, and thecandor
which characterised his remarks upon our present
situation as respects the financies of the country.
But, sir, I was indeed struck with surprise and
astonishment to find that the government would
find it necessary to strike off one half of our pre-
sent road graut. From this point of view, our
position appears precarious in the extreme, and
al]l men who have the welfare of the proviuce at
heart, should aid and endeavour to ascertain the
cauges which: have reduced us to such a situation.
Last session the duties were raised to provide for
the interest on monies borrowed to construct our
Railways. The increase amounts to £24,000—
and yet, sir, we are told that one-half of our road
grant must go. In the mean time, whereis this
Railway ? Well grassed over,—lying idle and un-
productive. I think this state of affairs calls for
some more extended information from the govern-
ment, '

Hon. ArtorNey GENERAL—I would feel it my
duty, sir, to enter into this subject at length, and
reply to many of the arguments urged and state-
ments made upon the subject ”before the house,
were it not that this is not the proper time—nor
have we before us the requisite iuformation. For
these reasons I pass over the remarks of the hon.
gentleman who last addressed the house, without
reply. When all the facts are before the house,
hon. gentlemen will be in a position to form an
accurate idea of this question and not till then.

The documents were referred to the committee
on Public Accounts.

Mr. Joun Tosiy asked leave to present a bill
to provide for the Registry of Warrants of Attor-
ney, Bills of Sale, and other conveyances of per-
sonal property. The Bill was read.

Mr. Toniy explained, that the bill was designed
to prevent persons from giving warrantsof attor-
ney or other sccuritics, which might Le held in
abeyance and only used after they had obtained
property from other persons,—by which means
the second creditor would be defrauded.

Hon. Mr. Youxg said.—1 rige, Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of requesting the government to lay
upon the table for the information of the house,
the following statements:

First—Of the time and circumstances of the
appointments of the hon. Mr, Whitman and the
hon. Mr. Dickey to the Legislative Council.

Second—Of the time and mode of the recent
appointments to office of James McKeagney,
Esq., as Inspector of the Mines ; James R. Mosse,
Esq, as Superintendent of the working depart-
ment of the Provincial Railways ; and Mr. Wil-
liam Condon to a post on the Board of Wouks,
with all papers, documents and correspondence
in relation to such appointments, respectively,
ahd to the emoluments and salaries thereof, and
the authority therefor, .

Third—Of the names of all other Public officers
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emoluments or salaries attached to their several
offices and the authority therefor.

Fourth—Of the number of Justices of the Peace
who have heen so appointed, distinguishing the
different counties.

Fifth—Of the names and offices of the Public
officers (inclusive of the Justices of the Peace, if
any) who bhave been dismissed or superseded
by the present administration, with the charges
against such officers, or other grounds for their
dismissal, and the correspuondence and papers in
relation to each individual case.

MR. Locke.—I would wish to know frcm the
government whether it is their intention to ap-
point officers for the Registration of Shipping in
all the Counties? I have observed, since last
session, that several appointments have been
made ; and I should be glad to know whether the
administration intend to carry out the principle
—Dby making appointments in every County !

Hon. Fmaxcian Secrerary.—I will answer
the bon. gentleman at once. The house provides
£900 anpually for this service, and £200 to pay
the scizing officers ; Yoth grantshave been largely
exceeded, and without an increased vote it is im-
possible that other appointients can be made.

Hon. ProvINCIAL SECRETARY explained that
the appointments were controlled by the Imperial
Government, and that in no instance had an ap-
plication been made by any County for the ap-
pointment of a Registrar of Shipping without the
government giving it their immediate attention.

Hou. Mr. Howe.—There is another question
connected with our Shipping interests which de-
serves the consideration of the government. I
lately received a lctter from Mr, T. Coftin, ealling
attention to the injurious effect of the merchant
shipping laws of England upon - the shipping of
Nova Scotia. My attention had been previously
called to this subject by some of the captains
sailing out of the Basin of Minas, who stated that,
however competen to conduct tleir business,
when they essayed to engage as masters in the
mother couatry, they were subjected to a rigid
examination upon techaical subjects, with which,
from the nature of the trade in which they were
engaged. it was impossible they could be ac-
quainted.

Mr. Cuuroninn was exceedingly glad that the
hon. member for Windsor had celled the attention
of the house to this subject. Many Nova Scotian
shipmasters, competent to navigate vessels to any
portion of the world, were thrown out of employ-
ment in Eneland in consequence of their ignor-
ance of certain technical formalities, which the
merchant shipping laws of England made essen-
tial ; and obliged to send to this province for cer-
tificates—at great loss of time and money-——be-
fore they could obtain employment.

The conversation then ceased.

Mr. Essox.—1I rise, sir, for the purpose of ask-
ing the members of government whether they in-
tead introducing any general measure during the
present session, for equalising the representation.
If not, I now give notice thatitis my inientiom.
to introduce abill to divide the County of Halifax.

Hon. ArrorNey GeNgraL.—The subject te
which the hon. gentleman has referred hasre-
ceived the attention of the government ; and it
is exceedingly likely that a measure will be sub-:
gnittted, during the present session, upon. this sub:.
Jec ... ‘ : 5, VoL kLl ’»"’».“\’Z" :;‘Au‘uw s
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Hon. J. CavpeELL asked leave to introduce a
bill to amend the act rclating to the incorpora-
tion of certain bodies connected with the Wes-
" leyan Churches in Nova Scotia. Leave was
granted. and the bill was referred to the commit-
tee on private bills.

Hon. J. CawrBern also presented a petition
from certain inhabitants of Queen’s county, ask-
ine an additional polling place.  He also asked
and obtained leave to present a bill to carry out
the prayer of the petition.

Hon. J. CuwreeLn also presented a petition
from Caleb Sceley, of Queen’s County, on the
subject of a grant of Lands.

Algo, a petition from George Merrick, asking
aid towards keeping a House of Entertainment
upon the road between Annapolis and Queen’s
Countice. The petition was laid on the table.

The ITouse then adjourned until Ten o’clock
on Tuesday.

TUESDAY, FEB. 9th, ‘

The House met at 3 o’clock.

After the transaction of some miscellaneous
businese—

Hon. Mr. Howr rose and said.—There is ano-
ther cubject, Mr. Speaker. to which I would like
to call the attention of the house, and that of the
members of government. I presume it is one of
the cases alluded to in the general requisition of
yostorday, still it includes some considerations,
which I think requires from me early notice.—
When I first came into the assembly, I had the
honor and the pleasare of making the acquain-
tance of Mr. Gaius Lewis, then member for Cum-
berland. for the first time.  He served with me
ju this assembly for five or six years, from about
1837 to 1843 in all that period he commanded
my personal vespect and veneration.  He was of
mature age, a pions man, of rigid temperance prin-
ciples.  Ifc was a very determined liberal, also,
as the name was understood then. He voted for
all the great constitutional changes and measures
of improvement which were suggested or carried
though the legislature, during those six years,
If one should look hack, his name wonld be found
in eyvery division out of which grew the reform
of the institutions of this country. He was
always present when his voice or his vote
was wanted. or when improvements then in pro-
gross requived consistent and steady support. He
was my {riend without being my companion. T
was much younger than he, and our tastes were
different : he was a zealous Baptist and a tem-
perance man.  The only question on which we
materially differed was that in the later stages of
the discussion of the college question, he gave
more uncompromising support than I did. I
gave all I could. He, while he continued a mem-
ber of the house, voted for all that was asked for
that institution,

Iq 1847 or '8 T went into the government, be-
Coming a member of the administration ; it was
natural that I should feel as the Attorncy Gene-
Tl felt last epring, respecting his friends. I
thought that if” any means should offer by which
the fortunes of that old gentleman could be im-
proved, or by which distinction could be con-
ferred on him, that I owed to himself, to his cha~
racter, and to his circumstances; to give them
consideration. His views weré moderate enough,
hxg modesty- was strongly ‘marked. He never
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asked for office, never sought promotion. @ A

dence, the emoluments of which were about £100,
a-year. Ibad nothing to do with the building
of it, and suppose that it was constracted under
the direc tion of the ordinary committee. 2
It was a piece of small patronage, however,
and if I remember right. I wrote to Mr. Lewis,’
and said, here is a small affair at the disposal of
the government. will you accept of it. I under-
stood that his prospects had been somewhat in-
jdred by elections, and that some liftle recom-
pense might be of value. He accepted the situa-
tion. I may say that if he were a man, of more’
energy. of ambition, and of fewer years; I do not;
know of amy position in the Province that' an
upright honest man could hold, that he might not
have aspired to. He was content, however, with'
that offered, and settled himself down there. It
bas pleased the present administration to thrust’
that man out,—a rigid temperance man,—and to
put in his place one whom I will not say drank’
all bis life, but who did sell grog for many years,’
I Lelieve there are none here, none in the County
of Cumberland. acquainted with the men, who
wonld think that they should be named’ for &’
public trast in the same oreath. 1 makc no’
further comment on Mr. Lewis’s successor; I
know little of his history, except thav he was a
warm partizan in the County of Cumberland of
gentlemen of the government side. I wish' to
know, sir, particulars of this transaction,—to ask’
the government to bring down at an early day
papers connected with the dismissal of Gaius’
Lewis from the situation of Keeper of Apple
River Light House. I holM, sir, that every go-
vernment ought to have the power of dismirsing
its officers ; and  in every case where it can be
shewn that such dismissal is required by the pab-
lic service, I have not a word to ohject. T will’
not say that I hope the government had any rea-
son for dismissing Mr. Lewis, I koow that no<
thing improper can attach to his chardcter, I be-
lieve it above imputation ; but I hope that some’
shadow of a shade of reason or excuse can be ag-
signed for his dismissal. I offer no factious op-
position,—this is no party question, it should not
be =0 considercd. I ask any man who hears me
what would be his feelings if any old member of
the house had been appointed to any such situas'
tion as that mentioned, and was thrusi out in hig
old age, no matter who was appointed in his
place, he having faithfully discharged the dutles.
assigned to his care. Ifany excuse can be given
for the removal of Mr. Lewis, let us hear it ;-—
but I do not wish to wait for an answer until a”
late period of the session. LT
Hon. Provinciar, SEORETARY.—T will not, Mr.”
Speaker, enter info the general discussion. of
these questions at presewt. I wasnot a liftle ag-’
tonished to hear the remarks just made by the
member for Windsor, more especially as he took’
occasion ‘at a former opportunity to instruct me-
on matters of official courtesy. Questioiis were
pat yesterday“by the member for Thverness,’ as”
leader of the constitutiopal- opposition in “this: ..
house, requiring the goévernment to bring dowh ‘4"
list of all officérs dismissed, and’ papers-coinectéd; - -
with their disriséal, I3 the'coufse fiow pursued- -
by the member - for WiAdsor, courtedus‘or offi-"
oial 2 Should the statements asked for be'anti~"
cipated ? rd-

*have been' madd; before the pagierew

,Should'the ' obdeivations. %gatf ‘heard

light house was built in the county of his resi-
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in the hands of the clerks, could be laid before
the house ?

1 accepted the questions from the member for
Inverness, with pleasure. I felt that the time
had coms when it was in the power of govern-
ment to sweep away the tissue of misrepresenta-
tions that had been circulated against them. The
member for Inverness will find that he has dama-
ged his friends more thau the government. In
reference to him and the member for Windsor,
* save me from my friends” will be the language
used in the case of Gaius Lewis and others;
while the vindication of the government will be per-
fect. Tt will be found that what the govornment
hesitated to do, has been performed by the mem-
bers for Inverness and Windsor, relative to urg-
ing these investigations. However rigid a Bap-
tist Gaius Lewis may be, however pious a man
—and that circumstance seems to commend it-
self strongly to the member for Windsor—there
is abundant testimony to show that he was in-
competent to hold the situation alluded to, that
he did oot discharge its duties aright.. When in
that part of the country I met numbers of my
constituents, who enquired did Iintend to leave
him in charge of the lighthouse. They remark-
ed that his family had given me the wost deter-
mined opposition—opposition carried to disgrace-
ful lengths, and oot such as is customary. That
he on one occasion had voted against me, and
otherwise used influence to defeat me. I said,
that is all true, but it will not enable me to re-
move him ; neither the government nor the voice
of the country would sustain me in so doing. No
officer that discharges his duty faithfully, will be
removed on account of his political opinions, un-
til the constitutional expression of the house re-
quires that such course be taken. I was met by
statements showing that life and property were
perilled by his inattention, That when light
should be displayed, it was not, and that thus the
hardy mariner, on his vessel’s deck, was put in
difficulty and daoger. Isaid, show tothe gov-
ernment that he or any man has neglected his
duties and they will not hesitate to make the re-
quisite change. It was further remarked, what
was well known, that the person to whom the
member for Windsor adverted—to whose business
he seems to have a particalar aversion—had not
only largely contributed to build up Apple River
seitlement, but had agitated the question of a
lighthouse, until the government yiclded and
placed one there. The government considered
themselves justified in making the appointment,
and the person appointed entitled to the post. It
was also currently reported that the member for
Windsor had offered to Mr. Fowler, that if he
would give him his support he should bave the
lighthouse. (Laughter.) (The member for Wind-
sor expressed some words of denial.) FProvin-
cial Secretary continued.—That may not be cor-
rect ; it may be as entirely without foundation as
some statements made by the member for Wind-
sor himself. I resisted those views, however, and
said that the Execative should be shown that
parties had not performed their duties, })efpre
such persons would be dismissed. Such evidence
was given. Among the papers
laid on the table of the house will be a communi-
cation from Sir H. Stewart, calling attention of the
government to the improper management of that
lighthouse., 'This, in connection with representa-

tions of parties living in thelocality, will be am-
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ple vindication of the course pursued
ment ino this particular case. . =,

Hon. Mr. Howg.—Concerning the promise
said to have been given by me, [ entirely deny.
Relative to Mr. Lewis, I may remark, that he
held the situation for seven or eight years, and:
no complaints against his condnct had come to
the lighthouse committee ; none had heard of
any, until the individual who has succeeded him
found that he could not be removed without ex-
cuse; then complaints came very guickly.

Hon. ArrorRNEY GENERAL.~-I would call the
attention of gentlemen opposite to the irregulari-
ty of anticipating questions before they are ready,
for consideration. The remarks made to day
may be sustained or not, but by the course pur-
sucd the house will have to hear them again at
another opportunity. Thus the time of the house
is wasted, and the subjects themselves not pro-
perly dealt with.

Hon. Mr. Howe.—1I spoke for the purpose of
shewing cause for requirement of the papers. I
was not out of order in so doing, and have not
thereby disqualified myself from occasionally in-
structing the Provincial Secretary concerning
official courtesy., I agree, that it is not well 1o
get up several debates on the one subject, and did
not intend to do so. -

Hon. ProvinciaL SECRETARY.—The member
for Windsor was aware that papers had been
asked for, and until government had refused to
bring them down, he might have waived discus-
sion on any one subject. ‘

Hon. Mr. Youxc.—The Provincial Secretary
was rather outof order to-day, in not confining.
his reply to the case whichcalled it forth. -Aste
the phrase, * Save me from my friends,” I may say
that X do not come here to vindicate any public
officer for wuose dismissal there are proper
groands. The former government made a few
changes ; now they are by scores; and I will
wornder much if many of the removed will not be
able to stand with hands as clean as the adminis-
tration who dismissed them from office. I would
distinguish between cases ; such as are guilty let
them suffer the penalty which has been applied.
I will be ready to condemn any publie officer who
has abused his functions, and call for the proper
remedy ; political vengeance is another affair.

1lon. ATrorNEY ' GENERAL.-—If gertlemen
opposite continue goading in this manner, reply
must be made. Changes have been spoken of,
but gentlemen on the other side will be found to
have been at least equally flexible. It amuses
one to hear the member for Inverness speaking
of the necessity of government giving reasous for
their conduct 1n these affairs, when it is consider:
ed how the government, of which he was the
leader, resisted enquiry. I believe sir that we
will be able to show that we have been as con-
sistent with our professions, as he has been in-
consistent relative to his avowed principles and
his practice,

by govern-

WEepNESDAY, Feb. 10th,

Hon Joszpr Howr moved for a call of the-
House. , R
Hon. Mr. Jomnsrtox said—The occurrences.
which have transpired of late . respectiog the re--. -
cent war in India—renders it necessary. that this. .
House should take some. action in order, to s,!bxgtm;,‘

that the people of. this Provincs daly appre
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the heroic efforts which have been made to uphold
the honor and maintain the supremacy of Eng-
land in that portion of her Majesty’s dominions.
The course whiclr the. government intended to
pursue was in some measure anticipated by the
suggestions of the hon. member for Windsor
yesterday. I have now to propose, Sir, a reso-
lution which I feel assured cannot fail to com-
mend itself to the right feeling of this House. A
native of Nova Scotia has signalised himself—
and done high honor to the land of his birth—by
his heroic condact at Lucknow ; and it is to pay
to that distinguished military officer the tribute of
respect justly due to him that I row beg leave to
propose the following resolution:

* Resolved, ‘That the Legislative Council be re-
quested by conference to unite with this house in
the preparation of a joint address of thanks and
congratulation to our countryman Major-General
John Inglis, on his gallant defence of Lucknow.
That a conference be requested for this purpose,
and a committee appointed to hold such confer-
ence, and to unite in the preparation of the ad-
dress.” N

I do not deem it necessary at present to
move the grant of any sum of money in recog-
nition of his services. It is well known to this
House that the highest mark of respect ever con-
ferred by the Parliament of England upon a sub-
Ject of the Crown for services performed, has been
a vote of thanks from the Legislature of his
Country. Bt as this is not the time to enter
into a discussion of the question, I beg leave to
lay the resolution I have read upon the table, and
to state that I shall move that it be adopted to-
morrow. :

Hon. Joserit Howe said.—After what took
place in the house last evening, I deemed it my
duty to prepare the resolution which I now hold
in my hand, and which I moved a call of the
house with the intention to propose. The course
pursued by s member of the government—and
the speech which he delivered yesterday—occa-
sioned me much surprise. I will do the hon. and
learned Attorney General the jnstice to say, that
I believe if he had the power to prevent it, the
speech made by the hon. Financial Secretary
would never have been delivered, for I have ne-
ver known that hon. and learned gentleman, on
any question which affected the national dignity
and honor, to shrink from paying, as far as possi-
ble, sufficient mark of respect and graceful com-
pliment to the deserving. But, sir, the speech of
the hon. Financiat Secretary did, indeed, astonish
me; I did not happen to be present when he
brought down the papers connected with our
financial condition—but if I may credit what 1
have heard, he then made a speech much to the
effect of that delivered by him last evening. If that
be true, sir, it will become hon, gentlemen on all
sides to consider whether the province really is or
Is not, in a condition so impoverished that a grant
of 150 guiness, for such a service as this, can-
not bespared. Ifin fact we are so poor thatsuch
an expenditure would seem improvident, and
thatdo a native of our soil we are unable to pay
that compliment to which his heroic actions enti-
tle him—then, the sooner we pull up stakes and
depart for that land (so graphically descrived the
other day by my hon. and. learned friend from {ﬁf
verness, where the grain grows-so exuberantly:tfiag
labor is ‘almost superfluous)—the' better. =But,
sir, let me ask ;—if" Nova ‘Scotia is in -such a
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crippled financial eondition, who is to blame 2.
Did I hot, at the last session, in view: of the
probable drain upon our available finances, be-
fore the railroads could be fairly got -into opera-
tion, advise the government to limit our road vote
to £25,000? If the advice' which I then gave.
had .been taken, the revenus ‘would have been
amply sufficient to meet all the public: requires
ments, and our affairs could have been conducted
to the satisfaction of all, to the closesof the finan-
cial year, without the increase from 6} to 10 per.
cent. upon our advalorem duties, which ‘the gov-
ernment thought nccessary to impose. It was,
with great reluctance, also, that I consented ‘to
the increase of £4000 on our educational  grant.
Sir, the present admiuistration should have fore:
seen inevitable results which have ensued, and
provided for them ; the increase in the advalo-
rem duties. was a hasty measure, adopted because
the hon. Financial Secretary did not foresee, &
year ago, the position in which be stands-to-day.

But, sir, apart from these general consideras
tions—when I heard it seriously wurged last
night that we were too poor to afford one hug~
dred and fifty pounds topurchase a sword to be-
presented to a Nova Scotian who has attracted
the attention of the world, and commanded the
respect of his sovereign—I could not help’ think-
ing that we had arrived at a pretty condition—
and were placed in a situation whicii demaunded,
at the hands of the government, some acts of
skilfal Jegislation, for which I am afraid we shall
look in vain. “ o

Now, sir, what said the speech of his Excel-
lency with which this session was opened, with
respect to Major General Inglis:

* “To the people of this Province it must be
exceedingly gratifying to find conspicuous among
the many who have highly distinguished} them-
selves one of their own countrymen.” .

But how would any Nova Scotian bave felt
had the following been appended to it :e— ‘
“But I regret to say, that the Province of
Nova Seotia is so poor that it cannot afford to
mark its appreciation of the services of that dis-'
tinguished officer, by a grant of 100 guineas for
the purchase of a sword.” ‘

Again, Sir, what said the Legislative Council ?

“ With no ordioary satisfaction, we notice, con~
spicuons among those who have distinguished -
themselves in the heroic efforts for it suppression,
the name of Major General John Inglis, a native
of this colony.” )

And was not this the langnage of our addresss

¢ The uncqualled bravery manifested by British’
forces of every class will be contemplated by all
Nova Scotians with especial pride, in consequence
of the conspicuous position maintained by a na- -
tive of this Province.” ‘ ’

The course taken by the hon. and learned At~
torney General to-day is worthy of himself—
thoogh theresolution he has proposed doesnot go
far enough. . He had better-amend it.'. Lwish-to. -
leave the matter in his.hands, . I:remember:bow.
readily he, when I led the government.and:he: the:
opposition, scconded an address at the outbreik
‘of the Rassidn War;. To that-address:he gave:
‘his hearty:and unqualified satiction, and the unitgd,

action; of this house did:it:honor and;commandedls

the ' respect of our countrymen of all political =
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opinions. Why should we deviate from the
course then pursued in the present case? Sir, I
set higher store by these marks of approbation
from a Colonial Legislatare than others may
do: and can appreciate the feelings of one who
receives from hiy countrymen such an honorable
distinetion as that which I propose. What did
Colonel Inglisdo? I have looked over the ac-
counts of the seige of Lucknow, and wlat was jt?
To a handfulof British troops- was entrusted not
only the honor of their country; but the lives and
persons of English women and children ;. station-
ed in the residency,—not a walied fortress, buta
mere collection of strong buildings in the heart of
a hage City—for three months they were be-
leaguered and assailed by a vastly superior force.
During that time assaults were made on them
four or five times ; mines were sprung, and then
the masses of Barbarians which surrounded them
attempted to take their position by atorm. So
closely was this little force presced that cannon
were planted within a pistol shot of the position
they occupied.  In fact, sir, during those three
months it was a hand to hand fight for life and
death,~for the maintenance of their country’s
honor and the security of the defenceless women
and children whom they had in charge; and
when relieved the traces ot blasted mines, de-
stroyed houses, and other marks of confliet at-
tested the fury of the sirife—the vigor of the as-
sault, the power of the enemy and the determina-
tion of ¢he resistance. The man who, during
that trying seige, not only successfully prevented
the enemy from accomplishing their object, but
exhibited indomitable spirit, unconquerable per-
severance and high military tactique—was a
native of Nova Scotia, born upon our soil and
educated in our schools. He has becn promoted
by his Sovereign to the rank of Major-General ;
his name has become a household word in Eng-
land, and the despatch which heralded his triumph-
ant efforts has been published wherever she Eng-
lish language is spoken.  As a Nova Sgotian he
stands in the same category with General Wil-
Hams, whose heroic efforts during the seige of
Kars deservedly won for him not only the admi-
ration of this country, but the respect of the world.
Ifthen, sir, it was just and right, if the Legislature
of this Province did but their duty in preseuting
the hero of Kars with a sword as a testimony of
their appreciation of his services—is there any
~reason why we should abstain from paying the
same compliment to the hero of Lucknow. The
hon. Financial Secretary laughs ; had he done
his duty he would have spared me the necessity of
making the r:marks which I am now addressing
to the House.  The hon and learned Attorney
Gereral has spoken of an address; a wordy
compliment of that kind is consigned to the
burean or the pocket and forgotten, but a sword
with the name of Lucknow and the service of the
giftinscribed upon it. remains an endearing mouu-
ment of tiie worth of the recipient and the feeling
of the givers.

It is no doubt the duty of the hon. ¥inaucial
Secretary to check unnecessary expenses,—in
that he will always have my assistance, but there
is a medium between extravagance and parsiony,
which that bon. gentleman would do well to ob-
serve. Of Colonel Inglis, while in Nova Scotia,
[ knew little or nothing, he was too young for a

‘eompanion, and therefore I have no personal
feeling in the course 1take. [was & man when
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he was a boy. 'Siv, I can easily understand, how,.
when in trying situations, the mind naturally re-
verts to home scenes and-associations. - He who
has studied the lives of the great military and
naval commanders of England, must know that
in the hour of danger—when death stared them
in the face—their thoughts were of home ; and, .
sir, I have no donbt that many a day, when the
beseiging forces pressed the little garrison of
Lucknow, and threatened their annihilation, the
thoughts of its brave: commander reverted to
his native land ; that the old familiar scenes of
his childhood-—the faces of those he had known
in youth—the fragrance of his country’s spruce
tree, and the perfume of its mayflower, rose un-
bidden and were present to his mind. Just as
Jessie Brown heard the slogan of her country,
which sent a thrill of joy to her heart, and in-
spired the soldiery with new spirit, hours before
those whose ears were unaccustomed to the
sound, could distinguish it,—so the murmur of
his country’s streams—and the recollection of his
native land, let us fondly hope, lent to Colonel
Inglis fortitude to endure ghe vicissitudes of
that protracted seige-~and the indomitable cour-
age which in the end enabled him to secure to-
those who were dependant upon his energy, for-
sight, and unwearying vigilence, their lives and
persons inviolate. ‘

Then, sir, I say that if we intend to pay to
Major General Inglis a compliment—and desire
to mark our appreciation of his distinguished ser-
vices—the Legislature of this Province should
not allow any pecuniary consideraticus in a mat-
ter of this kind, to interfere with the object they
have in view ; and this, sir, the more especially,
when we consider that the sum required is but
100 guineas—the expenditure of which, while it
gratifies the pride of our people, cannot be felt as
a burthen upon our resources. Looking, then,
to this subject, asa question involving the Pro-
vincial honor, I shall feel coustrained to move
the following resolution, whenever the subject is
taken up, although I should much prefer that it,
or something like it, were moved by the Attorney
General :—

Resolved, That his Excellency Sir J. Gaspard
LeMarchant be respectfully requested to pur-
chase a sword to be presented to Major General
John Inglis, either by his Excellenty or by the
Nova Scotians resident in London, as a tribute
of the admiration felt by his countrymen for his
gallant defence of Lucknow, and that thiz house
will grant £100 stg. for that purpose.

Hon. FInaNCIAL SEcrr2ARY.—I thoroughly
understand the remarks made by the hon. and
leatned gentleman who has juss resamed his seat,
appreciate the motives which prompted him, and
understand the cowmse he has taken. But, sir, in
my official position I bave a much higher duty to
petform than to answer such a tirade as he has
just delivered. Before a man talks of finance he
should come here and inform himself of the facts;
he should consider in all its relative bearings our
financial situation. The Lon. member for W,ind-
sor was not present when the papers which I
snbmitted were brought down ; and good taste
should have taught him to refrain fromalluding
1o a subject with which he.was entirely:-unac- .
quainted. I did not deserve to be told that the
increase upon our;ad valorem duties .was.a, blun-
der—the consequence of which I did not' forsee..

1
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Hon. Mr. Howe.—1 said that if my advice had
been taken—and a reduction made in the road
grant of last_year—the state of things described
by the hon. Financial Secretary would not have
ensued. .

Hon. FivanciaL SecrerTarY.—The honble.
member for Windsor neither appreciates the posi-
tion which he occupies, nor the responsibility at-
tachiug to the office which I fill. T bave been
compelled to advise caution in the expenditare of
our pablic monies—and heis the cause. If our
finances are crippled—he is to blame ; and I put
it to the good sense of the house whether the hon,
member for Windsor shoald be allowed to indulge
in phillippics against the government, based upon
assumptions which have no foundation in fact.
He anticipates ; the subject of our financial con-
dition is not regularly before the house—and
therefore he should have abstained from remark-
ing upon it. The hon. member for Windsor
talks of “taking up stakes and emigrating to
another Country”—sir, I am too deeply and inti-
mately connected with Nova Scotia to permit of
such acourse ; Thave, 1 am happy to say, man-
aged my private affairs with sufficient economy
to render my stake in this country of some vulue,
As this Province grows in wealth my wealth will
increase ; as it becomes impoverished my interests
must suffer ; therefore, sir,'T am not in that happy
condition to puli up stakes—and leave my native
land. The hon. member for Windsor should re-
flect upon the position-which he and I mutually
occupy, and pot make these repeated attacks
upon me without due and sufficicot reason.

Hon. Mr. HowE.—What the repeated attacks
upon the hon. Financial Secretary, of which he
complains, have been, I am-at-a loss to imagine.
1 did not open my mouth upon the question of
finance until he, last night, npon this question
gava as a reason'why the dignity and honor of
this country should be sacrificed—that the govern-
ment could not afford 150 guineas’for the pur-

_chase of a sword. But, sir, what right has the
hon. Financial Secretary to complain tirat I at-
tack his public conduct—or assail the action of
the government in any particular,  Sir, it is my
especial privilege—as well as duty—vigilantly to
watch the course parsued by the government in
all mattors affecting the public interest—and I
shall on all occasions exercise ‘that right when it
appears necessary.  As respecis the collection
of arevenue safficient for the exigencies of the
country, 1 have on no occasion attempted to
hawnper or embarrass the government; but I do
think that we are sacrificing our honor to a false
econcmy if we refuse to grant the small sum of
one hundred and fitty pounds for the purchase of
a syvord for a native of the Provinee, whose
achievements have reflected high honer upon the
country to which he owes his birth.

Hon. ArrerNEY GENERAL.—I think the house
willl agree with me that this is no time to enter
into a discussion tonching our financial condition ;
that subject will come before us in due course,
and will receive from the adminisiration the
meed of consideration which its importance de-
mands. We are now dealing with a different
question,~and I do hope that honorable gentle-

men upon both sides will sink all personal and.

party feelings and consent to unite, that the
complement we desire to convey to Major-Generat
Inglis may be rendered in a manner which com-
ports with our own dignity and his ackaewledged
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merits. I must say, sir, that the unfortunate
position we mow occupy is owing, in'a great
measare, to the course pursued by the homble.
member for Windsor. ad he mentioned pri- .

vately to a member of the government that some-
thing should be done in recoguition of . the
achievements of Major General Inglis—who
doubts but that the government woald have in-
stantly anc cheerfully acquiesced.~ The very -
mention of Major-General Inglis’ name in his

Excellency’s speech must have proved to the

hon. member for Windsor that the subjeet had

pot been forgotten.  When, therefore, he rose

yesterday, and without any previous intimation

to the administration, publicly suggested the

raynient of this compliment, thereby anticipating

the action of the goverament—I felt that his
course was not such as would tend to promote

harmoey of fecling and unity_of action. When

this house paid to Gene:al Williams a similar

well merited compliment, if I mistake not the

subject was mentioned to me privately by & mem-

ber of the administration ; no adverse action was

taken by the opposition of that day, but the reso-

lution passed harmoniously and unanimously,

This question is of much imporiance ; the com-

pliment we desire to pay to Major - General

Inglis is not only a tribute to his individual merit,

but reflects honor upon ourselves; for there is

not 2 Nova Scotian in existence who will oot

feel thut the name of their country has been hon-

orably exalted by the achievemcats of that, distin-

tingnished officer.  Sir, in olden times, nations

contested for the honor of owning as a native

those who had rendcred their names, by heroic

acts, immortal ; as it was then, so is human na-
ture now ; and we would indeed be lost to all

sense of our own position, and of that which 'is

duc to us as a country, if we allowed the hero of

Lucknow to remain by us unnoticed. ‘

Hox. Mx. Howe.—I have one or two brief ex-
planations to-effer. I do not hold any very inti-
mate communication with the members of the
Administration ; I suggested this tribute to-Gen.
Inglis—openly across the table—as all such sug-
gestions sheuld be made ; I may say to the hon.
Attorney General that so far from desiring to
hamper the action of government or promote
discord in this House, my object has been entire-
1y the reverse, and that I had no thought of mov-
ing a resolution, or in any way apticipating the
action of the government until the hon. Financial
Secretary met the proposition which I had made
for the purchase of a sword, with a speech in
which he pictured our financial resources as. so |
impoverished that we were unable to afford 'the
sum mecessary for its purchase. For the credit
of the province I then feltit my daty to act;—
but to shew the hon. Attorney Genera! that I am
not desirous of interposing between the govern-
ment and the performance of their legilimate.
duties ; I now propose to allow' the resolutions
moved to lie upon the table until to-morrew ;
and if the hon. Attorncy General will then con-
sent to move the resolution which I have sub-
mitted or anything similar, I will be content to:
wighdraw mine. . Lo

The discussion then dropped. R

Hown. ATToRNEY GENERAL, by cgfnmaﬁd@fu
His Excellency, laid upon tne table of the House’

copies of the returns of the General Mining As--
sociation for the year ending 31st Dec:, 1857..
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Hou. Financial Secretary, by command, laid
on the table of the House the Account Current
of the Receiver General

Also, the Report of the Superintendnet of
Light Houses. Also, thé Report of the Chair-
man of the Board of Works for the year 1857.

Hon, Mr. Youne desired to understand the
subject; he wished to know whether the hon.
Financial Secretary desired to impute to the late
hon. Chairman of the Board of Works (Mr. Bell),
acharge of having misappropriated public mouies.

Hon. FrxaNcIaL SECRETARY disclaimed any
such intention ; he called upon the hon. M.
Bell to ascertain how the crror had oceurred, but
could not obtain any information upon the point.

Hon. Mr. Howxr.—Is this House to understand
that the late hon. Chairman of the Board of
Works has improperly expended or appropriated
any portion of the public monies which he can-
not account for?

Hon. Fivanoran Secrerfry.—The hon. mem-
ber for Windsor will understand that I do not in-
tend to convey any charge or imputation against
the houn. Mr. Bell ; but the accounts of the Board
have never been properly kept ; no halance has
ever heen made up at the end of the year,—nor
have accounts for cach source of revenue been
kept. Instead, for instance, of opening an ag-
count for each wrecked vessel, I find the sums de-
rived from the sale and the expendituves connec-
ted with it carried to the general account. In
this way an error has arisen, hut in what year, or
in what way, it is impossible to ascertain. I am
far from belicving that the hon. Mr. Bell has
done wrong,—but there isan crror some where
which should be explained.

Hon. Mr. Youxc.—I observe by the account
that during the last year the Board bas expended
#£34,000 of the public monics ; that in laying out
80 large a sum an error should creep into the ac-
counts seems not at all unlikely ; but it will be
recollected that the accounts connected with the
Board of Works underwent each year the search-
ing investigation of the Commitiec of Public Ac-
counts ; and any one who knews the gentlemen
who compose that committee, and have gencrally
acted npon it for the last seven or cight years-—
must feel satistied that if there was anything
wrong they would not bave overlooked it ;—hut
I do not understand the hon. Financial Secretary
that he prefers any charge of fraud.

Hon. Fvavcran Seorkriry.—No. T believe
ihat there is some error in the accounts, but have
not the slightest intention of charging wilful em-
bezzlement of the public money,

Mr. Essox explained ; the committee of public
accounts did not examine the books of account
kept by the Board ; but as the expenditure was
all checked by vouchers duly laid before the
committee, it was impossible that any sum could
have been misappropriated.

Hon. Fryaxctan Sgererary—If we could have
ascertained the year in which the crror occurred,
its cause might have been easily ascertained ;
but to travel over five or &ix years’ accounts was
o labor recuiring more time than I had at my
command. The hon. member for Inverness mis-
takes when be says that the Board of Works® ex-
penditare amounted this year to £34.000 3 part
of that sum is included in the outlay in 1856—
and the amoant actually expended in 1857 does
not exceed. £22,000. ‘
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‘Hon., Proviyerarn. SECreTArY, by command,
laid on the table a communication from the Post
Master General relating to the salary of Mr,

Ross ; the letter was referred to the Post Office
committee,

PUBLIC WIHARF AT PICTOU-—DISTRESSED FISHERMEN.,

Mr, McDoxarn gaid, at the request of the hon,
Solicitor Geueral, who is absent from indisposi-
tion,—T ask leave to introduce a hill to provide
for the construction of a public wharf at Pictou.
I may explain, sir, that no public grant isasked;
but the bill gives authority to the Sessions to
raise the amount, first, by applying the harbor
dues collected to the payment of the harbor mas-
ter, who receives £100, and appropriating the ba-
lance to the construction of the proposed wharf.

Mvr. Joux ToprN-—1It has come to my koow-
ledge, Mr. Speaker, that many of the poor fisher-
men upon our sea coast are in a condition of al-
most absolute starvation ; particularly upen the
western shore of Margaret’s Bay, in Terrence
Bay, and other localitics ; and I think we should
usc cevery cftort to alleviate their distress hefore
granting public money to build wharves. The
hardy fishermen to whom I refer are the produc-
crs of the material wealth of this country,—and
when, from circumstances over which they have
no control, distress and poverty come upon them,
it is the duty of this Legislature to use every
exertion, and strain every nerve, to alleviate
their sufiering condition.

Mr. McDoxanp could not understand what
the hon. member for Halifax meant. The bill he
had introduced asked for no public grant, and he
would inform ibe hon. member for Halifax ihat
he (Mr. McD.) would be bappy to afford him
every assistance to raise moncy for the relief of
the destitute fishermen in Halifax county, just as
it was proposed to obtain the amount for the
wharf referred to in the bill. :

Mr. Esson.—I am sorry to say, sir, that the
picture given by my hon. colleague of the condi-
tion of the hardy fishermen on our western shores
is over true ; they are actually in a state of star-
vation ; the failure of the catch of mackerel, com-
bined with the high price of provisions, has
created an amount of poverty and individual
distress, which I scarcely venture to hope the
efforts of this Legislature will be able to alle-
viate. But, sir, it is our bounden duty to make
every effort in the season of their want to miti-
gate the sufferings they arc compelled to endure.
I therefore, hope, sir, that the subject may be
brought to the notice of the house at an early
day. :

Hon. Fivavoian SecreTarRY.—I am sorry, sir,
that the state of things in Guysborough county
compels me to bear witness to the truthfulness of
the picture drawn Ly the hon. members for Hali-
fax of the condition of our fishermen. In some
families they have not a pound of flour for their
support.  dir, we sometimes hear of the duty of
a member of this house and the feelings which
should animaie the people’s representatives, when
any tribute of honor is proposed to those who
have achieved distinetion for themselves—and
thercby done honor to-their country—but; sir, 1o
my mind the subject which should afféct the peo-
ple’s representatives most, is the position: of that

people ; and' to me I would rather assigt to-re-
lieve one poor family.in'distress; than pay any, .. -
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compliment to distinguished achievements, how-
cver deserving.
BILLS.

Mr. Muxzro asked leave to present a bill, enti-
tled an act to alter the time for holding the ses-
sions in tbe county of Victoria. Leave was
granted, and the bill was read a first time.

Dr. Browx presented a bill to carry out the
provisions of chapter 2 of the acts of 1854 ; en-
titled, an act to authorise a loan for the construc-
tion of railways in the Province of Nova Scotia,
as far as relates to the City of Halifax, The
bill was received and read a first time. .

MINES AND MINERALS.

Hon. J. W. JorrxsToN, by command, laid on the
table of the House certain plans connected with
the Mines and Minerals question. The first, was
a plan of the Sydney, and Lingan, and Point An-
conic Mines. The second, a plan of the Albion
Mines, Pictou County ; and third, the Mines at
the Joggins and Spring Hill, County of Cumber-
land. The hon. gentleman explained the areas
which these plans covered.

GENERAL INGLIS.

Hon. FIxAXCIAL SECRETARY said—It may be
{thought, sir, that I do not feel the same interest
in the conduct of Major General Inglis—and the
vesults of his efforts—which those of more pre-
tensions do. But to shew to the House that I do
feel some pleasurable emotions at the honors
which the government of Great Britain has con-
ferred upon that distingrished officer, permit me
to rcad the following telegram, just received
from New York:

“ Details of the news brought by the Arabia
have been received here by mail. ‘

“ General Inglis to De created Knight Com-
ganhder of the Most Honorable Order of the

ath. ‘

“ The Russian Admiral at Hong Kong had
offered his rservices as mediator between the
Dritish and Chinese, but had been rejected. A
similar offer on the part of the American Com-
missioner has been made and accepted.”

_ The reading was received with applause both
in the house and from the audience.

Hon. Josern Howe.—I am glad to find, sir,
that the fotntains of bonor have not dried up, if
the fountains of finance have—(great laughier.)

The house adjourned until two o’clock the day
following.

Tuurspay, Feb. 11th,

Hon. Provixerarn, Secorerary, by command,
laid on the table of the house certain correspon-
dence connected with the presentation of a sword
to General Williams. The papers were read.

SWORD TO GENERAL INGLIS,

Hon. Arroryey GeEsERAL said—I rise, Mr.
Speaker, for the purpose of calling the attention
of the House to the question under consideration.
yesterday ; I allude to the presentation, upon the
part of this Legislature, to Major General Inglis,
of a testimonial in recognition of the services
rendered by that distinguished officer to hiscoun--
try during the protracted siege of Lucknow. I
do hope, sir, that the resolation and address
which I hold in my hand will meet the approba-
tion of all members of this ‘house. © There  aye’
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some subjects and occasions which demand unani-
mity,—and this especially requires it. '+ The lan-
guage of eulogy is here unnecessary—for nothing
ig left to the imagination—the mind being already
filled with the magnitude. of the subject. . The
defence of Lucknow was, of that nature and
character that its history must per foree become
a proverb, and when its name is hercafter men-
tioned, associated with the events that occurred
during its progress, will arise naturally the ideas
of endurance, courage, skill, and magnanimity.
In itself it is much like the beautiful incident
that marked the progress of that defence, .con-
nected with Jessie Brown ; around her that inci-
dent has thrown a poetic veil which.no poet could
describe—because the incident was poetry itself.
The langnage of laudation or imagery would fail
to heighten the transcendent beauty of the scene.
The associations surrounding it are too sublime—
too deep for words. It has been asked what the
defence of Lucknow was? and the question is
indeed pertinent. Six or seven hundred men
took hasty possession of an unfortified position—
which afforded no sufficient shelter from the ap-
pliances which modern warfare. can command.—
To this band,—few in numbers, surrounded by a
hostile force of thousands, just after the British
arms had received a check in the failure of that
assault during which the lamented Sir Henry
Lawrence lost his life—wag given in care the
lives and persons of English women and children,
Sir, when we consider what the character of their
oppouents was ; when we reflect that they were
barbariaps indeed ; savage as regards the refine-
ments of christians, or the social sympathies
which elevate human nature,—but well skilled in
the art of war,—endowed with the highest.phy-
sical powers, and possessed of every material ele-
ment to give effect to their assaults, and’ armed
with weapons, more particularly the  muskef,
which rendered the usual defences against 'such
appliances insufficient for the protection of :the
women or the wounded ; I say, when we consider
all this, does it not appear indeed a miracle that
this little band should bave been enabled fo-sus-
tain for three months a siege so vigorously pro-
gecuted by 50 or 60,000 men? And, sir, a8 if fo
render more hopeless the risk of their sitnation,
they, in the excess of their magnanimity, left
unoccupied dwellings in the vicinity of the Resi-
dency which were afterwards converted . into
places of aitack,—an bonorable, although, per-
haps, not very wise regard for the property. rights
of the barbarians against whom they were con-
tending. Imagine then, this little band, thus
surrounded, thus sitnated, for months sustaining
their pogition against every effort of the enemy,
and eventually relieved by the soldiers sent, to
their reseue. ~ Such, in a few words, sir, without
colour or exaggeration, was the defence of Luck-
now. The soldier, whose unwearying vigilance
baffled the beleaguering force—whose indomitable
energy and perseverance instilled into the minds
of those under hig command hopes of happy de-
liverance, and succeeded at last in rescuing the
women and children from the imminent peril:
which surrounded them, we now design to- pay -
that compliment to which his services entitle him.
That soldier was then Colonel, now Major Gen-
eral, Inglis, K. C.B.; a native of Nova Scofia.
The eyes of the world, the eyes of England,

were upon him,—he. felt the responsibilil wipied
. L1OW:

the issue; and pobly succeeded.in tlie.
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would the people of England, who claim the
honor of his efforts, feel if this language had
been -held to them ?—The hero who has achieved
these resnlts, he who is entitled to this renown, is
a Nova Scolian, a native of that province of
which you know so little, whose very existence
you, on some occasions, affect to ignore.  Under
such circumstances how could any hon. gentle-
man believe that the government were not alive
to the services of Major General Inglis? How
could it enter the mind of any man that the ad-
ministration did noi intend to act. and that
promptly and fully ; and, sir, in order wnat I may
shew what the government actually did contem-
plate, allow me to read the following draft of an
Address which I propose shall he presented to
Major General Inglis as the joint address of the
Legislative Council and House of Assembly :

TRE ADDRESS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNOIL AND

HousE OF ASSEMBLY OF Nova SCOTIA, CONVENED
IN SESSION,

T0 MAJOR GENERAL SIR JOHN INGLIS,

During intervals of anxious suspense, while
the fate of Liucknow was in doubt, your country-
men in this province were not forgetful that the
resgponsibility of guarding interests of a value
that surpasses all estimation, rested on a Nova
Scotian.

We acknowledge our gratitude to God, whose
providence cast over the defenders of the Resi-
dency and their sacred trust, the shield of Omni-
potence, and brought to a successful termination
a contest which, judged by human ealculations,
was hopeless.

To you and your brave associates in arms, we.
a8 & portion of the Bmpire, are indebied for the
national benefits and the augmentation of nation-
al gloll;jy ackieved by the defence of Lucknow.

As Nova Scotians we owe you more. Through
you has been rendered again conspicuous this
small province. In you another name is added
to the roll of hereic men—souns of Nova Scotia—
who bave enobled the colony that gave them
birth,—few though it be in numbers, and small
though it be in importance,—to contribute to the
national welfare, what is of more value than
mere mafterial wealth, men, who, in the hour of
trial, can conceive, and endure, and dare all that
‘human -gkill, and fortitude, and courage may
achieve. ‘

Accept, sir, the thanks and congratulations of
the Legidlative Council and House of Assembly
of Nova Seotia,—and may you long enjoy the
honors you have nobly won.

Receive, also, as a token of the esteem of your
fellow countrymen, a Sword, which will be pre-
sented to you as soon as it can he prepared. In
peace it may recall to your remembrance the
scenes of youth, and in war bring to you the
consciousness that the sympathies of your native
land afford you.

In addition to the address which I have just
read, permit me, Mr, Speaker, to move the fol-
lowing resolation, which I hope will meet with
the unanimous concurrence of the house.

The bon. gentleman then read and proposed
the following resolution :

Resolved,—That the sum of One Hundred Gui-
neas be paid by the Receiver General in such
manner as the Lieutenant Governor may direct,
for the purchase of a Sword to be presented to
Major-General. Sir John Inglis, K. C. B, as a

token of the admiration of the members of the
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Legislature of his native land for the heroic de-
fence of the Residency at Lucknow ; And Resolved,
That the Receiver General be requested to deduct
the sum thus voted from, the allowance paid to
the Members of this House who concur in this
resolution, in equal proportion, ihat they may
thus manifest their personal respect and esteem
for their fellow-countryman.” '

Mr. McLeLrAN.—~] have always thought, sir,
that some tribute of respect should be paid te
those who accomplished anything for the benefit
of their country, but T am somewhat in doubt as
to the soundness of the principle of giving grants
from the Provincial funds for these purposes,

Hon. Josern Howr.—Let me say to the hon,
and lcarned Attorncy General that T have lis-
tened with great admirvation to the tribute which
he has so deservedly paid to the services of
Major-General Inglis; nothing could be better
than the address he has proposed—nor is there
contained in it a single sentiment to which I do
not yield the most hearty response, and which,
in my opinion, will not meet with the full ap-
probation and concurrence of every member of
this house. But, sir, I do feel that the resolution
he has moved is not such as might have heen
cxpected from him. If it iy right io pay this
compliment to Major-General Inglis at all, then
it should be done gracefully ; respecting, at the
same time, our own position, and his honor and
feelings. For the address I shall vote; to the
resolution I cannot give my support,—for if a
sword bought after that fashion were presented
to me, I should be ashamed as a Nova-Scotian to
draw it upon the field of battle, (Cheers.)

Hon. WiLriam Young.—I have not taken any
part in this discussion, for more reasons than
one; it arose unexpectedly, and has assumed a
form which every body around these benches,
hoth conservative and liberal, cannot hut regret.
What have we been discussing? The empire of
India,—the gem of the British Empire,—reflect-
ing glory upon that mighty nation, of which we
form a portion, i3 trembling in the balance. I
say the gem of'the British Empire, for surely, sir,
it is the pride of England that Ly the force of
her national character she has been enabled to
control 150,000,000 of human beings on the other
side of the glebe. Sir, this unprecedented result
has been aecomplished by the united efforts of
Englishmen, Irishmen and Scotchmen ; not by
their superiar physical power, or intellectual
culture,—not from their better acquaintance with
the art of war,—but because of the indomitable
spirit which lies at the hottom of the national
character.

The Empire of England in India is one of in-
tellectual superiority. Reverting back for near-
ly a century, to that battle which won for Lord
Clive imperishable renown,—looking to that
struggle which ended in the overthrow of Tippo
Sahib, and laid the foundation of the fame which
upon the peninsula the Duke of Wellingfon sub-
sequently achieved for himself,—nay, sir, in the
annals of our Indian Empire, from its establish-
ment down to the present hour, we can find noth-
ing which for heroic effort and determined cour-
age, surpasses the defence of Lucknow. I donot
mean to accord to Major General Inglis any su-
perior honor—nor would I be understood to con--
vey the idea that I entertained a higher sense. of
his achievements, than I entertain of the efforts
of Sir William Williams of Kurs. * The effoits
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ihey made—the courage, forsight, skill, and per-
severance they evinced, entitle them to equal dis-
tinction ; in my view they stand side by side—
hrethren in arms but rivals in renown—pur nobile
[ratrum—(cheers and hear)—a couple, ‘of whom
Nova Scotia may well be proud. Now, sir, I put
it to the hou. and learned Attorney General ; [
ask the hon. Financial Secretary—who I have
often heard carnestly advocating and defending
the honor of Engiand—whether we should be jus-
tified in withbolding from Major General Inglis
that tribute of rcspectful appreciation of his
achievements which we paid to General Williams,
Why give from the public freasury 150 guineas
to the one and withhold the grant from the
other? What makes that sword valuable? Is it
the gold that glitters on the handle, or the steel
that Hashes in the sunlight? No, sir, it iy the
leeling which prompts the gift and the honor in-
tended by the givers ;—it i that to his children
it may descend an heir-loom illustrative of their
father’s achievements, and conveying to them an
idea of the heroic deeds he had performed.—
A few weeks since, sir, I had the pleasure of
sceing two private letters touehing the memorable
contest to which I bave been alluding ; in them
statements were made, not alone with respect to
Sir John Inglis, but to lady Inglis also, which
should make every Euglishman’s heart throb
with exaltation ; and I should be sorry indeed if
the packet now expected were allowed to leave
our shores without conveying to the hero of Luck-
1llxg)w that compliment which we design to pay
im.

Hon, Provinciar, SECRETARY.—It is one of the
wmisfortunes, Mr. Speaker, of any party who are
very ably led, that they are obliged to approach
a subject after it has been exhausted by the fine
powers of the hon. Attorney General. In this
case, I not only labor under that disadvantage,
but am obliged to follow upon a theme which has
exercised the varied eloquence of the hon. mem-
bers for Windsor and Inverness. Yet, sir, fully
as this question has been dealt with, I eanuot for-
hear adding my tribute of admiration upon a
subject which now causes one responsive thrill to
vibrate in the hosom of every Nova Scotian—
the heroie and successful defence of the capital
of Oude by General Inglis, a native of this city.
Language, sir, fails me to depict what I feel we
owe to our brave countryman. The whole of our
resources could not purchase that which he has
achicved for us—a brilliant page in the book of
undying history, where for ever the imperishable
record will remain, that one of the most heroic
men, one of the ablest and most successful Gen-
crals the world has ever known, hails as his home
our native land, .

This language will not seem exaggerated by
tflose who read from the Division orders of Major
Greneral Sir James Qutram the following :

“ In the absence of these the Major-General
could not with propriety have indulged in any
public declaration of the admiration with which
be regards the heroism displayed by Brigadier
Inglis and the glovious garrison he so ably com-
manded, during the last three months ; and he has

beeu reluctantly obliged to deter therefore so

long the expression of~ the sentiments he was de-
slrous to offer, * Foooo® ¥ ¥

“ The Major-General believes that the annals of
warfare contain no brighter page than that which
will record the bravery, fortitude, vigilance and
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patient endurance of hardships, privatior and
fatigue displayed by the garrison of Lucknow ;
and he is very conscioug that. his  unskilled pew
must needs fail adequately to convey to the
Right Hon. ihe Governor-General of India, and
his Excelleney the Commander-in-Chief, the pro-
found sense of the merits of that garrison, which
hag been forced on his mind by a careful conside-
ration of the almost incredible difficulties with
which they have had to eontend. K
“ The term * illustrious ” was well and happily
appiied by a former Governor-General of India,
to the garrison of Jellababad ; but some. far more:
landatory epithet, it such the English language
containg, is due, the Major-General considers, to:
the brave men whom DBrigadicr Inglis comman-
ded, with undeviating success and untarnished
honour, through the late memerable siege ; for,
while the devoted band- of herocs who so nobly
maintained the honeur of their country’s arms,
under Sir R. Sale, were seldom exposed to actual
attacl, the Lucknow gurrisen, of inferior strength
have, in addition to a series of fierce assaults,
gallantly and successfully repulsed—been for,
three menths exposed to a necarly incessant fire
from strong and commanding positions, held by
an enemy of overwheliming force, possessing
powerful artillery, having at their command the
whole resources of what was but reeently a kingx-
dom, and animated by an insane and bloed-thirsty:
fanaticism.” . Y
In the London Times we read : L
¢ The defence of that place i, we believe, without:
precedent in modern warfare. Fortified towns de--
fended by sufficient force have ere now repelled for:
months the attacks of an army, and in some cases
courage and desperation have struggled against
overwhelming odds ; but neither Genoa nor
Saragossa can rival in heroism the little Residen-
cy of Lucknow.” S o
Feeling, as onec man, as this house and the
country must, on such a question—anxious as we
all are that due expression shall be given to the.
pride and exultation which we all feel, in the
reflection that we can claim Sir John Inglis, K.C.
B., as a Nova Scotian, it is much to be deplored
that any division of sentiment should seem to
exist where in reality there is none, . .
This, sir, I think, is neither a question of
amount or of any peculiar mode by which the ob-
Jject is obtained L
In the old Olympian games it was not the
value of the prize for which the competitors
struggled, but the wreath of laurels which deco-
rated the brows of the victor, So here, our gal-
lant fellow-countryman will feel when he reads
the chaste and eloquent address which it is pro-
posed to send, that his valour and bis worth have:
been appreciated, and when he wears the sword,
that I trust will accompany if, he will not seruti-
nize the mode in which it was given, provided
that it is the spontaneous and unanimous: action
of the Legislature of his country. EEICR
I regret to say, sir, that the course pursued :by-
the hon. member for Windsor has not been:such’

as_his enlarged experience would teach him was -
calenlated to secure unanimous action in .this '
house, nor has he exhibited the delicacy which - -

was shewn to the leader of the late government
in 1856, under similar circumstances, On that
occasion the name of Generad Williams; the
heroic defender 'of Kars, . was in.every mouth.

That he would receive some palpable mark of the
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appreciation of the Legislature of his native
country was felt by all, yet personally known as
he was to the then leader of the opposition, it
was felt that it would be indelicate to interfere
with the spontaneous action of the government,
-who it was ncver doubted would move in the
matter. The motion of Mr. Young was cordially
seconded by Mr. Johnston, and the action of the
government sustained. Not so in this instance,
although a paper which supports the govermment,
as long agoas Dee. 22nd, initiated this propo-
sition in the following terms, which arc extracted
from'an editorial on the subject :—

“ Nova Scotlans may indulge in feclings of
just pride in the reflection that Colonel Inglis is
one of themselves, and should he come safe out
of the perils that yet surround his path, we
doubt not that our Legislature will mark his he-
roic conduct in the same manner that they did
that of our fellow countryman Gen. Williams,”’

Although this was followed up by a prominent
position being given in the speech of His Excel-
lency in opening the Legislature, and in the ad-
dresses in answer from both this House and the
Legislative Council,~—the hon, member for Wind-
sor, professing to be not even the leader of the
opposition, without any intimation to or consul-
tation with, any member of the government,
moves in this matter in the house, and before
there had been time to take it up, or all the
members had arrived. Not only doeshe do this,
but he endeavors to close in upon a passing ve-
mark from the hon. Financial Sceretary relative
to-our financial position, and hold him up to this
country in a most unworthy light,  If there was
a gentlemen in this house who deserved different
treatment at his hands that person was the hon.
Financial Secretary. Not only is he known to
every maember of this house, but to the people of
Nova Scotia, as a man of generous and enlarged
views, with his band open and his heart frec for
every proper claim. But there also were some
reasons which I think should have protected him
from such inginnations on th. part of the member
for Windsor. Never has the Financial Sccretary
damaged the deserved hold which he has upon
the confidence of the country so much as when
he, with a chivalrous generosity, which it appears

< was not appreciated, came forward to second o
vote to give the hon. member for Windsor £500.
My feeling, sir, would be to give, and at ouce,
the same amount that was voted in 1856 to pur-
chase a sword for General Williams. One
hundred and fifty guineas will make no great
difference in our resources, yet it is fraught
in the minds of some members with difficulty.
We must not deccive ourselwes, our finanecial
position is nol the same asin that ycar. Then
we had only about £10,000 to pay for interest on
the Railroad debt ; this year we have o provide
pear £50,000 for the same service. To do this
our road money must be largely curtailed.
What is worse still, i consequence of a failure in
an important branch of the fisheries, destitution
and want stares a portion of our population in
the face, and the government and members are
pressed upon for relief, and embarrassed by the
conviction that it will be difficult fo convince
these sufferers why we must deny them food,
when 'we can spend 150 guineas for a sword.
Under  these cireumstances there are members
who, notwithstanding they appreciate most fully

the bravery and heroism of our gallant country--
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man, and believe that hie:has added a brilliant
lustre to the name of Nova Scotia, which must
henceforth De enrolled on the scroll of fame ag
the birth-place of heroes, are yet unwilling to
vote asbilling of the public money for any pur-
pose not indispensable. T

To be at all complimentary ,all concur that our
action must be unanimous. A resolution has
therefore been proposed, by which the object may
be achieved and no man embarrassed. The sword
will be purchased, and the cost will fall volun-
tarily upon the representatives of the people.
This being apparently the only way in ‘which
unanimity can be obtained. If the hon. member
were sincere in inviting the leader of the govern-
ment to mould his resolution in such a way as to
obtain united action, no’ valid objection can I
conceive be raised to this proposition.

Hon. Mr. Howe—If it was indeed the desire on
ihe part of the members of government to secure
unanimity, and convey to Major General Inglis
that tribute of respect which we all desire
to confer upon him, the speech of the hon. Pro.
vincial Sceretary, just delivered, is certainly ill-
timed. Some of the statements which he has
made, more particularily that referring to the
hon. Financial Secretary, require from me in-
stant reply. Sir, while I unhesitatingly admit
the propriety of refraining from attacks upon'the
government, unless circumstances justify them,
yet T do not hold the doctrine that the mouths
of hon. members upon this side should be closed
merely because the views they entertain do not
comport with those held by the administration.
The hon. Provincial Secretary complains that I,
and not the member for Inverness, introduced this
subject to the house, but has not that hon. gen-
tleman done and said many things which would
have been better and more gracefully performed
by his hon. and learned leader? What was my
first action? Let me be in the judgment of hon.
gentlemen on all sides. Did I move any resolu-
tion? No, sir, I merely suggested to the gov-
ernment, which I was altogether justified in
doing, the propriety of paying to Major General
Inglis that compliment to which his distinguish-
ed services entitled him ; it remained for the go-
vernment then to move, and had they came down,
communicated with the leader of the opposition,
and brought in a resolution in consonance with
the dignity of the Legislature, and the achieve-
ments of the Nova Scotian we desired to ¢ompli-
ment—not one word of opposition would have
eminated from my lips. The hon. Provincial
Secretary says that I invaded the rights of the
hon. and learned lcader of the opposition ; sir,
he little undergtands the relations which subsist
between my learned friend and myself, if he con-
cludes that we have come to this time of life—
and for the last twenty years having been poli-
tically connected—have learned to lead or follow
each other like dumb dogs. (fear, hear.) 'I at-
tended a public meeting lately at which both the
hon. Attorney General and the hon, member for
Inverness were present ; to the speeches which
they then made I listened with great pleasure,
and felt highly gratified with the sentiments they
enunciated. I was content there, as1 should
have been content. here. had the - government

done its duty, to have held my peace. -Butwasl

to liold my peace when a member’ of the: govern-
ment met, by appeals toour poverty; & prOpus-
tion to reward the defender of Lucknow.” - *

' - '
)
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No sooner Had I made the sgggestion than up
.rose the Financial Secretary and gdve the propo-
gition which I had made for presenting a sword
to Genersl Inglis his instant opposition, upon
the ground that the provincial finances’ were in
guch an embarrassed condition that he could not
afford a vote of one hundred guineas for such a
purpose. Kuowing something of the hon. Finan-
cial Secretary, I thought that if there was a man
in this house who would have iostantly sprung
to his feet to second such a proposition, that man
was the hon. member for Guyshorough. His
conduct on that occasion proved to me how falla-
cious those ideas were,and taught me that men are
not always to be judged by the sentiments they
express ; and, sir, since the hon. Provincial Se-
cretary has done his best to revive past discus-
gions, and cmbroil usin personal disputation, let
me say that, in my opinion, the mode pursued by
the hon. Financial Sceretary in submiiting the
public accounts to this house has, overstepped the
line of his official duty. It appears to me that
the only course to be pursued is to bring down
the public accounts altogether, with a gcneral
statement of our finances. Then the whole sub-
ject would be before us open for debate, and if
the government design to bring before us any
measure embracing a comprehensive scheme for
improving the financial condition of the sountry,
it should then be explained. But to bring the
accountshere piece-meal, and to give expression
in thig-house, and send abroad to the country a
column and a half of explanations and-comments
every two or three days, every line of which
might be contradicted or criticised, is unfair in
the extreme, Anud, sir, when that officer—as a
reason why we should not grant the paliry sum
necessary for the purchase of a sword, (founding
his opinion upon these papers,)—states that the
country cannot afford it,—and this before hon.
gentlemen have had an opportunity of investiga-
ting into the accuracy of his computations, I
think I am not very far wrong when I say that
he wag at least wanting in that courteous consi-
deration which should be extended by officers of
government to members of this house. We are
told that 150 guineas cannot be afforded by this
house, and yet we are required to assent to the
coal mine compromisc, which at one sweep strikes
away £4000 from our revenue. '

In my view, sir, if ‘we are indeed so poverty
stricken, the consideration of thé’ mines and
minerals question might be safely adjourned for
another year. When it is setfled I will venture
to predict that money enough will be found to
provide for the payment of a new officer ; I only
hope that in this I may be mistpken—but, .judg-
ing of the future from the past, £ think I may
safely venture on the proguostication.. The hon.
Provincial Secretary referred, with what taste ‘I
shall not say, to the course pursued by the hon.
Financial Secretary in voting to ‘me a sum of
money, I suppose that hon.- gentleman did what
he thought right ; bui whether or not, sir, I have
been always taught to believe that an Iudian
gift was of but little value. (Hear). Sir,Ido
not believe that the hon. Financial Secretary en-
dorsed the sentiments of his hon. ¢olleague in the
government ; I felt for the Provincial Secrelary,
although I cannot say, and he will pardon me for
the observation, that I often feel much for, him—
(laughter.)~when he- descended to refer Lo the
vote, given by . the ,Firjz;ancialv Secretary on that

it
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culty und trowble bebtud it.

question—because in that reference he gi{e,n;sgz'nk;
below hjs own level, But,sir, after all what;are

we debating about?, Wehave now spent more.in
debating this question than would have parchased.
two,swords ; let us cease then, and, act like the
representatives of a free and spirited people, by

granting this. vote at once ; and if from the

members’ pay the hon. and learned Attorney Gen-
eral desires to subtract anything, let us appropri-
ate a couple of days’ pay to a subscriptign o be
presented to Jessic Brown—whom . the hon. At~
torney General called Burns, the more appropri-

ate appellation, from the poetio nature of thgdn-.

cigi&ant that bas made her name known-far-and
wide. o IR

Hon. FINANCIAL SECRETARY said.~~I do. not,
wish to say anything further as to the .sword,
question, which has occupied the house for two,
or three days. But, sir, let me ask where -the
hon. and learned member for Windsor  gob his
notions of finance, and how he obtained the in-
formation with which he has just favored the
house, Before he comes here and attempis to
read lecturcs, he should at leastlisten to, the
statements upon which he bases his remarks, and
not weary us with vague and indefinite assump-
tions that have no foundation in fact, To uge a
very common expression, the hon.. and learned
member for Windsor bas put his, foot in it, and
should reflect before he attempts to talk 1o me of
subjects with which I am acquainted and he, is
not. Sir, the papers which I laid on the table
the other day comprised a clear and succinct
statement of the financial condition. of. this coum-
try, so far as it was possible to obtain the neces-
sary iuformation ; and here, sit, let me say, that

uniil the -outport collectors are instricted: io

transmit accurate returns to the government,

and are paid for the performance of fhe duty, -

the house and country will never be puat, in: pos-
session of the information so essential to the for-
mation of a just estimate of our condition. . The
hon. member for Windsor complains that I in
presenting the documents referred.to, took;ogea-
sion to remark upon and explain them.. ThatI
conceive to have been my duty, and. in, perform-
ing it I but pursued the course which I find $as
followed by the hon. member for Inverness, when
leader of the government in the year 1856. . He
has evinced a vituperative spirit which it would
have been well for him to avoid 5 he kneiw that
in making those remarks he was wounding my
feelings upon a tender point—creating unneces-
sary bitlerness, and introducing irrelevant mat-
ter, caleulated to promote strife and disedrd, into
the discussion of a subject which should be. kept
entirely frec from all personal or political feel-
ing. - Whatever. of the gall and wolmwood
spirit may animate him, he will at least under-
stand that I am exempt from it ; but I will not
permit him causelessly to assail me in the con-
duct of the public Business commibted to my
charge. Why, sir, the hon. and learned member
for Inverness, who sits opposite me, has more
real knowledge of finance in his little fibger than,
the hon. member for Windsor possesses in- his
whole body-—(laughier)—and let me tell hip that
in the performance of my duty, wherever I found,
his signature, there was certain to be some diffi-

‘Hon. Mr. Howe.— Well, Mr. Sgcake;rf, Lmust

cougratulate the house ; we. are cortainly, blessed ' |
‘both with a- Financial and Provincial Becretary.
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(Laughter.) The hon. gentleman mistakes me, I
do not object to his presenting documents here ;
but what I feel is that he should not make state-
ments and send them abroad to the country, be-
. fore opportunity for examining their accuracy
has been afforded to the house.

‘Hon. Mr. Youve.—I do hope, sir, that thig ad-
dress may pass unanimously,—and I should be
sorry indeed if the hon. and learned Attorney
General were to press the resolution he has moved,
knowing that it conld not prove acceptable to
the house. I would suggest, therefore, that he
withdraw his resolution and introduee one more
conformable to the general wish of the house.
So anxious am I to secure unanimity on this
question, that if compelled to vote either for or
against this resolution, I should searcely know
how to act.

Mr. Wier.—The hon. member for Inverness
says he would be puzzled to know how to vote
on the resolution moved by the hon. Atterney
General ; I would not be at all puzzled, for I
should vote against it. I would coesider it an
insult to the people of Nova Scotizx to deprive
them of the honor of contributing towards such
an ohject ; the sword, if presented, should come
from 'the countrymen of Major General Inglis—
not from the representatives of the people as in-
dividuals—but as representatives,  If it were to
be a subscription sword I could go into the streets
and in three hours, raisc by private contribution,
double the sum required. To subtract from the
pay of the members of this house a sufficient
sum to make up the required 150 guineas would
be an insnlt not only to Major Geueral Inglis but
to the people of Nova Scotia.

Hon. Atroryey GENERAL.~—I should be sorry,
indeed,; Mr. Speaker, to do anything which would
have even the appearance of insult, either to the
people of Nova Scotia or to this house ; nor, sir,
would I desire to stand between this people and
the expression of their feelings upon any stibject,
more particularly a question like this, peculiarly
their own, in which each man has an individual
interest ;- and T am not quite sure that by the re-
solution of the hon. member for Windsor—the
people will be enabled so to contribute. Is it not
a compliment of equal value thatthe Legislature
of his native land has contributed out of their
own means the sum necessary to purchase a
sword. '

Hon. Mr. Howg.—Here are two Nova Scotian
soldiers, the one from Annapolig, the other from
Halifax—why not pay the same compliment to
the one which we have given to the other.

Hon. Arrorsey GrNErRAL.—That has been so
often explained that I am astonished the honble.
member for Windsor does not understand it, The
government took the action they did for the pur-
pose of securing unanimity. Looking to the
position occupicd by this country in a financial
point of view some hon. gentlemnn were of opin-
ion that they could not reconcile to their consti-
tuénts any grant of public money for a mere
complimentary purpose ; and if this resolution is
to form the subject of hostile action, it had bot
ter be withidrawn, and the address alone be pre-
sented.

“Mr. Morrison.—It is due to the hon. Attorney
Gencral that I should state that I cannot vote for
the resolution dn its present shape ; in my' view,
sir; if the government had designed to injure the
financial condition of the country they could not
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have taken any better course to accomplish that
object than by moving the resolution “which his
been introduced by the hon. and learned - Attor<
ney General, Co Tt

Hon. Mr. Youxg.—It really does surprise me
that the government should, upon a mere gues-’
tion of form like this, adhere to the course they
have taken. It is even yet open to the hon. the

Attorney General to withdraw his resolution and'

move one similar in its terms to that proposed by
the lion. member for Windsor. I hope for the

sake of our own credit that he may be induced to

adopt thig course. ‘ ‘

Mr. ArcareaLp.—1 quite agree with the views
of the hon. member for Windsor and acquiesce
in the statement which he has made that the mo-
menf we refuse a grant from the provincial funds
and brovide for the purehase of the proposed:
sword by private subseription, it ceasesto be a
national or provineial gift. o

1 feel quite sure, sir, that whatever the course
upon which the house may decide, it cannot be
regarded as a party trinmph-—and therefore, 1
think that the government would do well to
move a resolution providing for the purchase ofa
gword out of the public funds. By so doing they
will pursue the course which was followed with
respect to General Williamg, and pay a deserved
tribute to a highly deserving officer, who has
drawn upon himeelf the eulegy, net only-of
his native. Province, but the whole British na-
tion, for his heroic achievements, under circum-
stances of a most trying character.

MR. Wape.—Ii is very unfortunate, Mr. Speak-
er, that this discussion has arisen ; the manner
in which the Government brought down the re-
golution was a question of taste for their sole
consideration. But surely, sir, some common
ground may be ascertained upon which all parties

may unite to pay this deserved eompliment to & -

gallant officer.

Hon. Mr. Howe.—Am I to understand that
the Government have, after enguiry, ascertained
that there are certain people in this house wub-
willing to vote for the sword ? '

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL Was not aware that
any hon. gentleman was averse to voting for the
presentation of a sword ;—but the mode in which
it was to be purchased had created some differ
ence in opinion.

Mr. Jouy Tosmy had no desire whatever to in-
terfere with the harmonious action of the house,
and would be the last to oppose the payment of
bodorable notice to any deserving officer ; but it
was well known that there were many hon. gen-
tlemen in the house who did not deem it a part
of their Legislative duties, or consistent with the
consideration duc to the present condition of the
people, to vote sums of money to be spent in ex-
tending courtesies to persons outside the Pro-
vince. He could netimagine how it would prove
derogatory to any individual, however highw};xs
position and distinguished his services, to receive
from the members of the Legislature a testimo-
nial purchased forhim and presented by them:
He would suggest, that as differences of opinion
had arisen, that it would be better to allow the
question to remain in its then position ; that's
general conferencé might be had among meémbers;
and the difficulties, if possible, removed. 77"

Mr. Wier.—1I object to the passage of

(1858
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solution ; I desire to know whothe eccriomists

are that would refuse  vote of 160 guineasifory’
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sword on such an occasion as this,  If the address
ig carried, I shall test the house upon the rssolu-
tion proposed by the hon. member for Windsor.

A ‘call of the House was had and thé resolution
was about to be put, when—

Mr. Hexry rose and said : Before this question
is put, sir, I deem it necessary to offer a few re-
marks for the consideration of the house. I re-
gret to see the feeling manifested here ; and can
not but entertain the belief that we are lowering
ourselves in the eyes of this people by the course
which has beer adopted. Sir, the prudence, fore-
sight, and valer which brought Major General
Inglis and his liitle band out of the struggle for
{ife and death, which but recently ended at Luck-
now by the relief of the garrison, cannot fail to
induce sentiments of gratified pride on our part.
On such an occasion, then, it is the duty of this
legislature to deport themselves with a dignity
hecoming the occasion ; to banish everything
which may promote and iieep alive discord, .and
unite to shew their appreciation of the manly
conduct and consummate skill evinced by a Nova
Scotian upon an occasion se trying, and attended
in its ultimate results with success so complete.
Looking then, sir, only to the object we have in
view, regarding only the credit of this house—
our dignity as representatives of the people, and
the duty we owe to the distinguished Nova Sco-
tian, for whose honor we design to pass some re-
solution embodying the unanimeus fecling of
gentlemen on both sides,~let me ask them to al-
low this discussion to cease ; to place the whole
matter in the hands of a committee drawn from
both sides, who will report a resolstion that may
commend itself to the right feeling-of every hon.
gentleman who listens to me. I think it due to
this house that upon such a question both the
government and the opposition should yield, that
unanimity may be secured.

Hon. C.J. CaupBeri~—All parties in this house

agree that some compliment should be paid to
Major General Ingliz, and the only difficulty that
presents itself i as to the mode. ‘When a sword
was prescated by the cilizens of Glasgow to Sir
Colin Campbhell, the citizens were not allowed to
give more than 1s cach so that each individual
might participate in the honor of subscribing
towards the testimonial. If it was not thought
derogatory to purchase.a sword by subscription
for Sir Colin, I cannot see that any impropriety
exists in paying the same complimest to Major
General Tnglis in the same way, .
. Hon. Mr. Howe.—The distinction is obvious—
in that case the sword was presented by the peo-
ple of a city,—in this, the Legislature of a pro-
vince, owning Major General Inglis as a native,
-design to convey to him a similar mark of res-
pect. The government of England has rewarded
the services of Major General Inglis with the
good service pension.

Hon. Attorney General.—That is the course
always pursued in England ; definite sums for
specific purposes of this kind are never voted, but
if the government do give rewards they make
them annual. ‘

Mr. Hyde.—The hon. member for Victoria.
says that each individual who subscribed towards
the purchase of a sword for - Sir Colin Campbell
was allowed to contribute a shilling only ; receg-
nizing the principle as sound, but denyiig its
applicability to.the prosent case, I.ask if we
sheuld confine the subscriptions to.only.those re-
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presentatives of the people of Nova Scotia who
concur in the resolution of the hon. and . learned
Attorney General. I cannot assent lo the course
which he has laid down (Rear). ' o
The address passed unanimously, . ..
Hon. Mr. Howk then moved the adoption of the
resolution proposed by him on a fermer day, pre-
viously reported. R
Hon. ATTorRNEY GENERAL moved in amendment
the resolution before published, to the effect that
a sword should be presented to Major General
Inglis, to be paid for pro rata out of the pay. of
those members who concurred in the regelution.
Mr. Wapg,—We are now placed in this position
that-the question before us must be decided by a
party vote. I do not intend to say what coursel
might adopt if either of these resolutions. came
before the house ag distinct questions ; but "I "do
not hesitate to say that as a supporter of the 'ad-
ministration, after all efforts to secure harmony
haye failed, I shall feel myself bound to vote fer
the amendment of the hon. and learned Attorne
General. L b
Some further desultory discussion ensued.- .
Mr. Hewry.—Looking at this question’ dpsrt
from all considerations of party, and with a1 eye
only to the position we shall occupy, if a purty
vote takes place on thisquestion ; and, sir, én-
tertoining this belief, and an anxious desire’to
unite all parties upon it, I beg leave to move au
adjournment. By to-morrow the heat engendér-
cd by this discussion will have subsided, and hon.
gentlemen on both sides will be in a condition‘to
deal with the subject in a calmer and mare:tem-
perate manner than they are to-day. = ¢
The house adjourned until ten o’clock. the. fol-
lowing day. :

Fraeo

foia

. Fripay, Feb. 12th.-
ELECTIVE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. "~

Hon. AtTorsEY GENERAL—TI rise, Mr. Speal-
er, to introduce a Bill to change the copstitution,
of the Legislative Council, by rendering it elec-
tive. I intend to.conform to a. resolution of
which I bave given some intimation, in reference
to avoiding premature discussions on matters
which musi come up for subsequent considera-
tion, and, therefore, at this time will only .ex-
plain the leading features of the measure now,
submitted. It is based on the principle. of pre-
gerving untouched the tenure. of the present
council ; that is essential for passing the mea-
sure. The next feature grows out of the .one
just mentioned,—itis the introduction into the
council as now, constituted, of members under the
elective principle, as early as possible, without
any undue overloading of that branch by a foo
hasty. change of its mode of composition... To.
avoid that it hae been deemed necessary to. fore-
go, for the present, that which might be. other.
wise thought .a suitable arrangement: I mean,
election by sections of the whole body periodical-
ly. The adoption of that principle, promptly,
would .cause a greater increase of membiers..in,
the other branch, than would be found conve-.
nient, As it is desirable to give efficiency to the .-
bill .at the earliest oppoptunity, as wellasfo.

avoid the inconvenience adverted tg, it ;provides,
that certain counties not now.represented;iu_ the
Legislatiye Couneil, shall;on. the hill.¥ecpiving.
hier' Majesty’s ‘assent, elect one memiber for. each, -
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who ghall form an édditipu to the branch as now ! to existing arrangements, appears fraughl.;' )"vit‘h”

constituted.

This would give seven new members, to be
elected by Shelburne, Queens, Colehiestor, Syd-
mey, Picton, Vicloria, and Richmond. This
might fo some extent, trench on the convenicnee
spoken of, by causing a rather undue increase of
members, it is however the lesser evil of two—
'Much of the hill is of a regulatory characier :
the length of time for which the members should
be elected, may be six or eight years ; the quali-
fication of members may ve suppesed not too
high- at £500 real estate; of electors, the well
known property qualification 40s. frechold., As
vacancies take place they will be supplied by
elections, so as, eventually, to have the house
constituted of twenty members, one for each
county, and two for Halifax,

The Bill passed a first reading.

BILL TO ALTER REPRESENTATION,

The Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL rose again, and
spoke as follows : T have now, Mr. Speaker, to
ask leave to introduce & bill touching the repre-
sentation in this house. The preamble of the
bill states the inequality of representation which
exists between the different counties, and different
portions of single counties. The proposition is
—as o general standard, although it may not be
practicable to carry it out minutely—to arrange
representation in preportion to population; and,
taking the countics as they arve, a fair approxi-
mation would be made, as a beginning, by giving
a member to about every 5000 inhabilants. Some
counties nmow are represented far heyond that
proportion, and some far below. Those acquaint-
ed with the history of the country, may ecasily
account for that circumstance. Some places
were settled at an early period, while others re-
mained in a wilderness state ; and the represen-
tation, naturally, arranged itsell according to the
seftlement of the country. Colchester might be
taken as an example : the townships of London-
derry, Onslow, and Truro, formed, at an earl
period, the well-settled portions of the province
in that direction. Pictou remained in a state of
comparative wilderness for some timesubsequent.
Pictou now, however, is differently situated ; it
has grown in importance and population, and,
with about 30,000 inhabitants, only sends threc
representatives to the house ; while Colchester,
with half that population, sends four, Gther
couaties, of {rom 12 to 15,000 inhabitants, send
four and five members ; and Quecn’s, with 7,000,
sends three. This state of things cannot be ex-
pected to continue ; it is inexpedient and unjust.
All willadmit that a more cquitable mode should
prevail. By the seale proposed something like
justice would be done in reference to equalizing
the representation of the province, without raising
the number of members at present Lelonging to
this branch of the legislature. This cqualizing
would involve a reduction of the representation
of some places : Shelburne would be reduced by
one, Qucen’s by oune, Colchester by one, King's
one, Hants two. Ou the other hand, Picton would
be increased by two, Sydney by one, Cape Breton
and Inverness by one cach, and Halifax by one;
and so,in accordance with the scule, about every
5000, or thereabouts, veturning a representative.
Supposing the prinoiple adopted, the next ques-
tion would be the mhrde in which it should he

carried out. Digiriet representation, according

cr, ‘call ‘the' attention of the Hiouse™

difficnlty ; from which county representation is
free. The scale would give Pictou and Halifax
five representatives each, hut it appears inexpedi-
ent that any one county should have so extensive
an influence as that which five members would
confer. The bLill proposes to divide Pictou into
iwo districts, giving three members to one, and
to the other two ; so that a divided constitueney
would send the tive. So also to divide the coun-
ty of Ilalifax into two districts, the eastern and
the western, the latter to include the city. Thus,
the eighteen countics of the province would re-
turn 53 members, the number which at presenf
constitutes the house. I do not propose thisasa
government measure ; it would not be fair to do
0 3 not fair to the house, and perhaps not fair
to the government, It is a matter of general in-
ternal regulation, in which all are interested, and
in which all should be free. The measure will
require the exercise of much magnanimity from
the members for counties whose representation is
to be reduced ; it may be supposed acceptable to
those whose proportion is to be increased. '
Hon. Mr. Youxa.—I prefer that discussion
should arise on the sccond reading of the billi—
Is the bill to be considered by members of go-
vernment an opcn question, as regards their own
part in its copsideration ? ‘
Hon. ATTor¥EY GENERAL—Yes, It would be
almost impossible to carry a bill of this kind in
any other way, and unfair to present it on any
other basis. '
Hon. Mr. Youxnc.—If the hon. Attorney Gene-
ral happens to be in opposition again, say some’
ten years hence, which is not impossible, I hope
that he will recollect his experience as leader of
the government, and not press go hard for go-
vernment measures, as be was wont to do some
time singe, when he stood in the ranks of the op-'
position. It he finds it convenient now to keep
the government safe, by explanation just made,
I hope that be will be more kind than he has

¥ | been, in reference to the measures of another go-

vernment,
Hon. Arroryey GENERAT.—We were a very
merciful opposition ;—although we thought it
not well for the member for Inverness to intro-
duce measures as those of government, and then
recede from that position ;—or to introduce other
measures as open Juestions, and when members
had committed themselves, to give such questions
a different aspect. There are some measurcs
which should not be treated as emanating from
government, and respecling which party influ-
ence should not he invoked, but opposition is’
sometimes forced on a party by the conduct of
others, o
Ion. Mr. Youxa.—I cannot exactly accept the
excuse of the hon. member : I recollect his epi-
thets and charges of last session ; T hope at some
other period he will recollect the conciliatory
conduct of the opposition, so far this session.
The bill passed a first reading. o
Hon. AtroryEY GExeraL—The Bill does nof
propose to divide any County, except for elec-
tional purposes. Do
300 ‘copies of the
printed. = . L
by | MINES.AND MINERALS:
Hon. ATrorNny GENERAL—T 10w ME
‘ B

Bill ’w“vexfe' order

“to he”




1858.] PARLIAMENTARY - DEBATES. a9

geeat importance, and which I-introduce to the|ciate, they would be met in a spirit of fairness.

" consideration of the house with much satisfac-| As such delegate the executive golected: myself,
tion. In asking the legislature to ratify the|who had been on {riendly terms with the Assoeia~
compromise rccently effected in England, by tion, and with their agent here ; and thus means
delegates from this house, I belicve that I pro-|were taken to secure the desired elements of the
pose what i3 highly advantageous to the Province | delegation. A
of Nova Scotia. 1t would give me great plea-| It may be proper that I should call the atten-
sure, sir, to find unanimity in supporting the|tion of the house to the nature of the commission
priuciples of the Bill submitted on this question. | confided to us. I am the more disposed to' think-
Party questions have been spoken of, and I know this requisite, from the enquiries which have.
not in what spirit this measure is to be met by |been made concerning the pecuniary aspects of:
the gentlemen who oppose the government. Ifthe present question ; from the remarks thrown.
have a right, however, to expeet from them, the|out as to the discrepancy that might be found:be~:
most favourable consideration of the question, as I| tween the results arrived at by the negotiation;
think [ have a right to expect from gentlemen|and the terms of the address of 1856. - Theob~ .
at this side of the house. The measure is of|servations alluded to, might hold out the ideay
great moment, of decp interest, and of practical | that the delegates went home bound to carry ‘outi
operation, as regards the welfare and peace of | the letter of those terms. That was very foreign:
the country. After years of discussion, the house|from the real position which we otcupied. To:
entrusted to the ability and integrity of two gen-|suppose that, would be extremely idle. If 'th8
tlemen, who were commissioned to cross the|idca was, that the Province should decide on
water for the purpose, the negociation of a diffi-| terms strictly, withont modification, it would be
cult question. which had so often disturbed the|a vain, unnecessary formality, and expense; to
harmony of the house and affected the quiet of|send delegates. All the house had to do, was to
the country. This subject was to be settled, if| repeat their former action, engross a copy of the:
possible, on satisfactory terms, and consistently | address, send it home, ask the company to agree;
with the interest and honour of Nova Scotia.|and receive their negative : that had been alrea-
Although T was one of those chosen for that mis-|dy done. The house meant something different’
sion, I consider that I outrage no sense of pro-|{from that, if it intended the negotiation to-be:
priety when I say that I believe the Executive|conducted according to the ordinary mode of'
Government exercised a judicious discretion in|such transactions. I malke these references be-
selecting as they did, I do not mean in selecting|cause my intention is to treat the subject with.
myself or my colleaguc individually, but in se-|great frcedom. (Hon. Attorney General ‘heve.
lccting one from each side of the house, who un-|read from the journals, and appendix, to show:
derstood the views of perties here, the difficulties|that the legislature contemplated possible modi-

10 he arranged, and the advantages to be gained, | fications and alterations of the terms proposed;
by a judicious and skilful settlement. and that similar views were entertained by méem--

It ‘was the cxpressed opinion of the house,|bers of the Imperial Government, and by the
when authority was given to send delegates, that| Mining Association.) The hon. Attorney Gene-
they should represent the scntiments of both|ral continued : It will be borne in mind, that her”
sides ; who then more appropriate to fulfil that| Majesty’s government occupied a middle: place
trust, could be found on the other side of the|between the Province and the Mining Association.:
house, than the member for Colehester, who had|They had at different periods given.rights' to” the’
distinguished himself for years, as leading the| Association which remained as obligations on the!
discussions of ihe house on this subject?  His|government; at the arrangement of the civil list!
name will be found as chairman of committees,|of the province, however, the legal control of the
as mover of resolutions and addresses, as active-|question had passed from their hands, to the pro-
ly engaged in all prominent measares of this vince : the imperial government were thus wnder:
kind, for the last six or seven years. Will any |engagements which it could not of itself 'legally-
one acquainted with that hon. member doubt that|carry out, but which it felt that itself and’this:
he was well qualified for any office requiring | province were both cquitably bound to- adopt.
judgement, discretion, knowledge of accounts,|So deeply did her Majesty’s government feel +{HS
and care for the character and intercsts of the |desirableness of removing obstacles, and’of fa<
couniry? When I ask the house to confirm the|voring a settlement of the claims between: the:
negotiations with whieh that hon. gentleman was | Association and the representatives of * the ‘Diike
entrusted, I have a right to expect from gentle-|of York, that it consented to gurrender the sum
men opposite, that they will not hastily believe | of £30,000, if an agreement gatisfactory to- the'
that the arrangements whose acceptance are pro- | Province and the MiningAssociation wererealized.:
posed, are other than beneficial and advantageous. |If no such arrangement could be effected, her:
Concerning mysclf, I may say, that some consi-| Majesty’s government stood in the positios‘of
derations rendered my appointment not inexpe-|bavingagreed to certain leases of crown propeity,”
dient. The nature of the negotiation was pecu-|and having subsequently, by means of the ¢ivil
liar and delicate. This house had adopted cer-|list bill, parted with" their legul right to cariy
tain fixed opinions, and had thrown itself into|out their agreement. 8o complicated becauie the’
antagonism with the Mining Association ; there-|subject, that the completion of ‘an ‘amicable -ad
fore, it became necessary, while on one hand there |justment became ‘exceedingly desirable, ' 1t !
should he a delegate whose known opinions were| - In slooking back at the position -of’ the'yn g
such as to command ‘the confidence of gentlemen |tion, T may call the attention of the house to'the

who advocated the claims of the province against|view which the'legislatare taok. ot Hedt varichs:

those of the Association,—on the other hand it |times In’ 1852 the membier for Colchister,'wio'

as important that one of 4he delegates should |récently filled ‘the office’of delegate, introduced &

be able to-claim the confidenics and belief of the | resoldtion, which was adopted, to: thereffédt tiat
ning Association; tha¥wheti they caine-to négo-" the Executiverbe tequested” fo* ofiginate etquiry
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for the purpose of ascertaining on what terms
the Association would surrender its claims to the
unwrought mines. In the report of a committee
of which he was chairman, it ig stated that the
committee considered the revenuc drawn from
the royalty a small matter, compared with the
benefit which would result to the province, by
the opening up of new mines and thus enlarging
the field of provincial industry. No doubt that
met with the full concurrcnce of the house at
that time, and it would now mect with complete
acquiesence if the question were free from the
difficulties which have grown up about it. That
gense of the committee was ratified by ‘the house,
when it adopted resolutions for opening negotia-
tions. I lay that as the hasis of acts of the
house, to which the delegates had to look for in-
structions as to the manner they were to conduct
themselves in their efforts towards a settlement.
In 1854 aresolution passed the house requesting
the Lieutenant Governor to confer with the Im-
perial Government and the Mining Association,
with the view -of effecting adjustment of the
mines and minerals, subject to the ratification of
both branches of the legislature. A resolution
of similar import came from the Legislative

‘Council, so that the sanction of both branches

was given fo the making of this question a sub-
ject of compromise. In 1855 the government was
directed, by resolution of the house, to continue
the negotiation which had been commenced. The
instructions stated the terms, subject to such mo-
difications as right be found necessary, and
should be approved of by the Executive Coun-
cil. Consent, then, was at that time given, to
the conferring of power, to modify, enlarge, or
change the terms of agreement. I think com-
mon sense might inter the notion of compromise
from the very term, negotiation. In Mr. Young’s
letter, which was made the basis of negotiation,
he acknowledges the advantages derived from
the expenditure of capital, and from the science
and skill attributable to the Association; he al-
ludes to the jealousy caused by what he calls a
monopoly held over the mines and minerals of
the Province, and proposes a certain surrender of
the company’s privileges, in return for half the
royalty to be given up by the province. He csti-
mates that portion of the royalty at £2000; but
anticipates, by increase of trade arising from the
Reciprocity treaty, that soon it might amount to
£5000 a year, or more, The question was recei-
ved then, as it always was, as including subjects
of more consequence than those of pounds, shil-
lings and pence ; in various other aspects it was
8 question of deep moment and great importance.
In 1856 an address was moved by the member for
Colchester, in which strong language was used
concerning the surrender of cerlain rights of the
Association in this Province. After speaking
of the effects produced in the country by the un-
fortunate reservation of the mines and minerals,
the existing circumstances were described as in-
jurious to the Province in an industrial point
of view, and as degrading on more elevated con-
siderations. The address proceeded to say, that
the house did not intimate that the Mining, Asso-
ciation used its extraordinary powers, because
such exercise would be destructive to its own in-
terests : but that the wish was to have the tenure
of - the ‘people hased on something more secure;
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resolution which resulted from the passage. of the
address, was moved by the member for Colches-
ter, and provided that the Governor be requested
to take such steps as might effect a satisfactory
seltlement of the question. (Hon. Altorney
General read from the journals, passages explana-
tory of the views theq entertained by the Legis-
latare on the question.) The Attorney General
continued : The house may thus perceive, that
the position occupied when the delegation was
determined on, was this—while the Mining As-
gociation claimed certain rights over all the
mines and minerals of the province, subject only
to such control as was given by the leases to the
country, the Legislature, desiring to he emanei-
pated from the effect of these arrangements, were
willing to surrender a portion of the royalties,
and propose terms to the Aesociation.

Certain terms were stated as a general basis,
leaving it with the government of 1855-6, to
modify these terms as the necessilies of the case
might require,—and leaving it with the govern-
ment of 1857, to pursue the same course. What
were the particular objects in the question,—
what were the particular grounds for complaint,
that existed ? I find, on looking at the docu-
ments, that the people, by their representatives,
complained that there had been granted away
from the people them:elves, to strangers, all the
coal fields in Nova Scotia ; thus creating, what -
is called a monopoly of an article of vital im-
portance for domestic uses, and for mechanical
and manufacturing purposes. They complained,
also, that the monopoly included all minerals of
every kind, This was considered injurious in its
material effects, by preventing investigation and
development of provincial resources; for who
would seek to devclop that, which, if made
known, would he lost to the Province? These
riches were represented as hidden treasure, in-
ceed ; treasures which were, in effect, to the pro-
vince, as if they did not exist. Another ele-
ment, of higher character, frequently urged in
resolutions and addresses, was, not only the deni-
al of material advantages, but the derogatory
position in which the Province was placed. The
proprietor of the soil only owned the maierial
on which he exercised agricultural pursuits;
nothing beneath that belonged to him ; and this
was one of the grievances stated from which the
people wished to be relieved. The allowance
also paid to the Duke of York’s representatives
was stated to be a clog on the industry of Nova
Scotia, a tax on its tuel, and an export duty on
coal sent abroad. The language which describes
these mischiefs as resulting from the lease, is as
strong as language well can be ; and thus, as re-
gards every feature of the question, this hpuse
has again and again, by majorities, pressed it on
the attention of the British Government, and on.
the notice of their own people.

(The Attorney General read
1856, to her Majesty. He continued :) ‘

It was no small object, no slight difficulty, to
effect the compromise of a subject that led to
such complaints as these. Therefore itis that T
intend treating this question from a more eleva-
ted platform than one merely pecuniary. Thege.
resolutions and addresses the delegates took with
them, helieving that they were, to consider, the.
interests which they had in_charge as .of more
importance than to'be weighed, in réferéncato
£100 a year, one way of feother.. . L

the membriél of
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(The Attorney General read from the journals,
relative to numerous articles reserved to the As-
gociation, and the views held by the legislaiure
concerning the privileges of the people. He
continued :) ‘

It is not a question of coal merely, the lease of
the Duke of York included gold, silver, coal and
all other mines, minerals and ores, whatsoever.
An effect of this was that grants of land, passed
subsequent to 1825, reserved all these mines,
minerals and ores, and gave to the farmer only
the mere soil, out of which he might raise his
vegetable products. The Mining Association
indeed did not assert all its rights ; but the peo-
ple had to take their grants of land on such terms
us those mentioned. Canadian grants reserve
mines of gold and silver only ; the great difference
here arises from the arrangements which have
heen the subject of so many complaints. The
practical effect of these may be but trifling, owing
to the forbearance of the Associalion; but I am
free to say that this was the point that always
affected my mind, and nade me desirous of com-
pleting an arrangement for promoting the rights
and dignity of the people. Is it nothing for the
hon. member for Falmouth to knmow that the
gypsum obtained from the land does not belong
to the man who quarries it, or to him who brings
it down for exportation, but that it is thus used
by the forbearance of the colnpany only.

The technical difficulties which apply to the
coal mines, do not apply here; the Duke of
York’s patent rights effectually control the other
minerals. Considering this part of the subject, I
feel myself well justified in asking the house to
look on this in its larger characteristics, as the
only way in which it should bhe viewed. Con-
cerning the monopoly of coal, we have been fre-
quently told, that Nova Scotia teemed with this
valuahle material ; but that it lay inert, because
a monopoly had placed its heavy hand on the in-
dustry of the province ; and from this monopoly
the people sought, if possible, to be relieved.
Another of the class of practical grievances of
which the country complained, was the duty pay-
able fo the Duke of York’s representatives, by the
Mining Association. They agreed to pay the sum
of eighteen-pence for every Newecastle chaldron,
and ninepence for every Winchester chaldron ;
and the effect of this was considered to be inju-
rious to the industry of the provioce. In Mr.
Young’s letter in 1854, it is called a heavy tax on
every chaldron of coal used within the province,

or exported from it. In a minute of the Council

- of 1854, it is described as an onerous tax, opera-
ting on all the coal consumed at home or sent
abroad. ~ So in the address of 1856, it isealled a
tax which the people had to pay on an article of
nhecessary consumption, so long as the Mining
Association exercised its rights. Another ques-
tion of moment, was the position which the
country occupied in reference to the British Gov-
trnment,—and that is worthy of serieus consi-
deration. The British Grovernment, in conduct-
ing public affairs, hy an act ot prerogative in
1825, transferred to the Duke of York, all the
wines and minerals of the province, for a period
of 60 years, with certain exceptions, After some
time the reserved mines were leased to the Mining
Association, subject to the lease of the Duke of
York, and that company becaine entitled to all
the mines and minerals, looking to the Crown as
itg legal landlord, under a legal centract. 1If the
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terms were not carried out the Crown had ta: be,
resorted to forredress. Only for the Provincial
Civil List Bill, the Crown would possess the
legal power to ratify and confirm all its engages:
ments with the Association. It agreed to that
bill, however, and became controlled by its regu-.
lations. The Crown was under equitable obliga-
tions to carry out its original arrangement with
the Association ; but its legal power was affected
by that bill. 1t felt bound, however, to make
good to the Association whatever loss ensued:
from that arrangement, except such loss was
made good by the province, So the ministers of .
the Crown viewed the question, and recognized
the right of the company to hold them to the
bargain. They considered the province, under.the
circumstances, bound to carry out the agreement;
~if it would not, the Crown would proteet. its
own honor, and carry it out in some other way.
This I also considered one of the aspects of the
question of more importance than the mere
pounds, shilling and pence consideration. It
might lead to most unpleasant consequences,~—
and eventually place this country in an ungra-
cious and very unpleasant condition, relative . to
the government of England. They might. say,
we have made an arrangement which we are
bound to fulfil,—we have inadvertently 'parted
with our legal right, without securing. the inter~
ests of the Mining Association,—we are.involved.
in a technical difficulty,~we must carry out our .
engagements by an act of parliament, and a con-
troversy with Nova Scotia,—or, possibly looking
on us as waywaid children, acting ungenerously,
they might resolve to pay it from their own ex-
chequer. Is that the position we should occupy-?
I wish to ask you, as men, wishing to carry.out
the varied interests of the people,—to fulfil obli-
gations with the British government,—to consi-
der the other elements included, and not to dwell
exclusively on pecuniary calculations. I ask the
house to consider what is to be conferred by the
bill on the table. You gain, in the first place,
freedom from the monopoly in coal. If there
are the valuable coal fields which have been
gpoken of,—if they can be profitably worked,—
if means for mining operations exist in the coun-
try,—then you will be free from monopoly, and
uncontrolled by strangers, in your own exertions, .
Besides, if coal bappens to be on a man’s proper-
ty, you enable him to supply himself and his
neighbours, by making arrangements with :thg
local government. You thus, then, relieve coal
from the monopoly complained of, and restore
the other miuerals back again to the ownership
of the soil, that which has been separated from it ;
go that, according to a maxim of law, he .whe
owns the soil owns all belonging to i, beneath -
and above. .
If the Bill be ratified, I intend to introduce
another, which was prepared seme time ago, to
restore to the people that which bhas been re-
gerved since 1825, and to place the province as
it would be if me intervention bad taken place
and without any reservation of minerals, excep$
those of gold and silver and other valuable me-
tals. I want the bill to pass to remeove thedis-
tinction between grants prior to. 1825, andisings;.
and to free from such restrictions in fatare, - We
hear of a Shubenacadie Canal, of internal nayigas
tion, and of the gypsum and,lime-stone;: and

other minerals to be. brought, by that modeof = .=

transit, and which sre-ezpected to maké thepror.
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ject profitable. But are not gentlemen aware
that at present net one of those articles legally
belong to any but the Mining Association,—they
possessing the sole legal right, under the leases
to which I have referred. If the articles are
used now, they are used subject to the generosity
of the company alluded to. The other conside-
ration, before spoken of, may be of higher im-
portance than that just mentioned: I allude to
the difficulty befween the province and the mo-
ther country ; I wish to prevent unpleasantness
aud possible collision in that respect. There
might be some excuse formerly, but not now. if
this be refused. 'What would the government of
England say if this be rejected? To whom did
you confide your views? Who made the bar-
gain? Was it fools or scoundrels whom yon
sent fo England? On whom do you cast stigma ?
Do gentlemen at the other side cast such a stigma
on one of themselves? Do gentlemen at this
gide.cast a stigma on one to whom they have
confided the direction of the affairs of the pro-
vinee? Unworthy indeed might he be consi-
dered, if not cntitled, by integrity or skill, to
the conducting of a negotiation such as this.
The government of England might say, did you
not select gentlemen to whom you could confide
your interests? And did they not setile the
question, and now, by refusing to ratify that,
E{ou agk us to violate our pledged faith with the

ining Association, rather than that you waive
the consideration of a few pounds, involved in
the engagement! TIs that the right position for
the people and legislature of the province ? Ano-
ther consideration yet remains, of as much im-
portance, perhaps, as any yet touched, in ref-
rence to the material interests of the country.
I allude to the feelings which arise {from tbe
consciousness that a man possesses that which he
ought—io the peace and satisfaction of the coun-
try. ‘What have these questions been for years
past but a source of embarrassment, and agitation
and discontent? They have occupied the atien-
tion of the legislature every session for 25 years
nearly. Isit of nomoment to clear away this
troublesome subject?—to relieve the country
from this question, one which annoys and em-
barrasses, by indoctrinating people with the idea
that they had been ill-used, that the govern-
ment had acted as a step-mother to them. ~ Is the
settlement of all this of no consequence? If
#this negociation be not ratified, I scc nothing to
quiet the agitation that has.prevailed, or to
bring il 1o a satisfactory termination. I wish
the house to bear in mind the position occupied
by the delegates, by myself perhaps particularly.
I'may not have felt, I @id not feel, the force of
many arguments used formerly on this question,
to the extent to which they were argued.

The question of monopoly never pressed on my
mind, as it did on the minds of others, I felf the
injurious condition relating to our minerals, and
ores,—rather as operating on the feelings, than
practically ; but I went to England to represent
the views of the people and of majorities of this
house. .I was bound to consider many particu-
lars as - oppressive, because the house had again
and again expressed its views to that effect; to
believe . the.reservation of mines and minerals
injurious, becanse the house said s0; {0 believe
the arrangements of the Duke of York’s repre-
sentatives .injudicious and improper, hecause &o
it was: decided. - I went as'a delegate to carry
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out the views of others. If I attached valae to
deliverance from the monopoly of the coals and
minerals,—to the allowance to the Duke of York’s
creditors ;—if I thought these questions more im-
portant than they were, it was because as g dele-
gate I was bound to adopt the opinions which
had been so often urged here, and thought it my
duty to conduct the negotiation in accordance
with those views. The house, by address, expres-
sed its willingness to pay the Association, by re.
lieving it from a portion of the royalty tax, in
return for its surrender of privileges supposed to
be injurious. What is this royalty? We re.
lieved them from the payment of money, for the
right to dig coal out of the ground. Who pays
this? What says the free-trader to this ques.
tion? What would the members from Falmouth
and Hants say, if we proposed a tax on gypsum?
Why tax coal more than gypsum? We would he
told that we were taxing the energies of the peo-
ple. Why then tax the coal? I do not ask you
to rclieve it, but 1 show that while giving up a
portion of the royalty, you were giving that, the
exaction of whiel, is very questionable, except
the country really requires it.

If companics commence raising coal, might it
not be important to make the revenue arising
from it at the lowest rate. Yet what we are
giving is contended about, while the question
might be,—~have we still not taken too much ?—
What would be said if the wood of the country
were taxed, or its gypsum ?  And why should the
other? Coal is an article of export, it employs
large sums of money, causes the exercise of skill
and science, the making of railroads, and involves
much expense as a product of the country, I
ask consideration of the subjects brought to your
notice. I have tried to explain the duties which
the delegates had to perform in reference to these
arrangements.

Hon. Mr. Youxg.—DBetter to adjourn. The
question is of great importance, and every gen-
tleman should be in his place, giving the requisite
attention, All agree concerning the topics treat-
ed this afternoon ; we have not come to the more
important part yet. 'We are called to surrender
ahout £150,000 of the money of the province.
The house had better adjourn the debate, as on
yesterday evening.

SaTcrpAY, Feb. 12.
MINES AND MINERALS.

Hon. Arrorney GENERAL~In resuming my
address of yesterday, I may state that I bave re-
viewed the whole subject at length, in order that
the house may understand the real position the
guestion assumed, previous to the opening of the
negotiations that recently took place between
the delegates and the Mining Association ; and,
sir, I can scarcely wonder, if it be true, as the
learned member for Inverness stated, that but a
small number ot members gave their attention,
when it is considered that my remarks were ne-
cessarily o reiteration of the arguments which
have often before been made use of in this house
by the hon. member for Inverness and the other
advocates of the address of 1356, and I doubtnot
were forcibly put. I will now proceed to the ne-
gotiations which, in connection with my.co:dele-
gate, the hon. and learned member - for: G_.olqhes-
ter, have ‘been conducted in:England .with the
Mining Association;and:the: Britishi government.
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Before the delegation was appointed, o despatch
was transmitted by his Excellency the Lieut, Gov-
ernor inviting the Colonial Sceretary to urge upon
the Mining Association to send to this Provinee
o delegate on their p:u"t. This for reasons suftici-
ently urgent. was dceclined, but the Mining Asso-
ciation intimated their desire to meet delegates
from Nova Scotia, and the housre having sauc-
tioned a delegation, the government proceeded
to perform their duty in appointing the gentle-
men. In choosing the persons to couduct tbe
negotiation, the administration had a comewhat
difficult task to perform ; in the first place it was
necessary that o gentleman should be selected
thorouzhly acquainted with the views and opin-
fous of the peuple of this Province ; conversant
with the subject and acceptable to the house, and
thal the Mining Association be wet upon awi-
gable grounds, it was thoughl advisable to de-
pute some person whose sentiments, though in
all respects tuvorable to the interests of the Pro-
vince, were yct not antagonistic in a personal
point of view, to the Association itsvif

The delegates having been appointed, they
proceeded to kingland ; 1t is not necessary thut I
should enter into any detailed statement of what
there took place, the correspondence and reports
already laid upon the table have familiavised the
minds of hon. gentlemen with the {ransactious.
Nova-Scotia had made an olier, and it was for the
Mining Association to respond to il and, sir,
it is but duc to that body to say that ihey met
us at this stage of the proceedings with the ut-
most frankness—and without hesitation recog-
nized the reasonableness of the proposition. Con-
ferences took place ; arguments were used upon
hoth sides,—a spirit of mutual concession was
evinced, and certain preliminary arrangements,
relating to computation by weight and the con-
solidation of the rent into the Royalty, were de-
cided upon. These alterations, it must be ob-
served, were not pressed by the Association, nor
am [ quite sure that they originated with that
body ; but they naturally grew out of our own
sense of their propricty, convenience anil expe-
diency,

The Association prescunted their proposal, and
we were gratified to find that it adopted the
address ol 1836 as its basis. and smrendered all
the minerals of every kind in the proviace. ex-
ceptine only coal confined within certarn areas
of limited extent. 'The delegates at once felt
that they were dealing with men who were car-
nestly desirons of concluding an amicable arrangs
ment on just terms, and who were entitled to he
dealt with, en our part, in a spivit of candour
and conciliation.

We had previously refused to consent to an
extension of their term or the payment of their
machinery at its termination, and these proposals
were withdrawn., Nothing rewained to adjust
but the reserved arcas and the amount of royalty
88 respects the proposed area to he conceded to
the Mining Association. Ihave to ask the at-
tention of the house to the proposition made by
them, They proposed that four localities should
be allotted, to them ; namely at Sydaey, Picloy,
the Joggins and Spring Rill. AS respects the
three Jast mentioned, they required that the
surface assigned to them should comprise each
four square miles ; and that the space assigned
to them at Sydney should be computed not by
any exact admeasurements-but by certain definite

. ‘ "5 R
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and prescribed lines of demarcation. The' dole-
gates believed that as far as the three flegt -men-
tioned situations were coucerned the request of
the Association was rasonable. We did not doubt
that coal seams, which might he worked at a pro-
fit, existed greally beyond the areas stipulated
for; and any hon. gentleman who wishes to as-
certain fur himself may. by glancing at the sur-
veys upon our table, sce how insignificant those
spaces ure in themsclves.  With respect to the
Syduey mines il was desired that a line should ba
drawa from Hubbard's Point to Mill Point
in. Bonlarderie Island—being a portion of ‘the
coast north of Sydney harbor.  We did not per-
ceive anything oljcetionable in this, and the linés
did not embrace certain coal works formerly
comwmenced en the Little Bras @'Or. © But it was
diterent as vegarded the proposed area on the
south ot Syducy barbor—the line proposed was

from McPhee's forry to the head of Glass Bay,

takipg in the whole coast from Lingan to Glass
Buy and Cow Bay. On this point we demurred ;
and for a time onr rcfusal to acquisce in the de-
mand of the company threatened to frustrate an
amicable adjustment of this question., We were
satisficd that coal fields of value, cxisted to the
south of Lingan, and therefore we refused to
recede.  TPor a time the negotiation was in sus-
pense ; but ab last they yielded the point,

This will be understood betler by looking at
a plau on a large scale which is on the table. It
will be perceived that in point of fact the Asso-
ciation agreed to relinquish more than one half
the arca they at first demanded, and we have no
douht yielding, to the province the richest depo-
sits of available coal. It may be supposed that
in conducting this negotiation the delegates
were groping in the dark, while the company
vere in posscssion of accurate statistical amd
geographical knowledge. Such was not the cage.
We were not.without the means of information,
having procured the attendance of a gentleman
thoroughly acquainted with the coal mines, hoth
at Pictoa and Lingan, from whom we received
valunable and reliable information ; it was from
bim, as well as other sources, we learned that the
tract of country lying between Lingan and Glass
Bay was fenitful in mineral wealth ; and in order
thut these coal ficlds might be rendered available
by any company which designed to work them,
a clause was introduced into the agreement by
which the Associntion agreed to nllow a passage
for the transportation of coal over their lands ;
and aiso to permit the erection of wharves' and
other conveniences necessary for shipping the
conl raised. !

Now, siv, I am perfectly free to admit, that the
arrangements made concede something more ag
regards royalty, than was contemplated by the
address of 1836, To all bargains there are two
parties—and where differences of opinion, ag to
their respective rights exist, no common basis of
settlement can he laid down, unless a spirit of
mutual conciliation is observed. By the address
of 1836, a rent and royalty was to be paid upon
every chaldron of coal raised—we agreed to re-
ceive in liea of the rent and royalty, 6d. curren-
rency per ton of 2,240 1bs., on all quantities, up
to 25,000 tous, and 4d. per ton upon.all over
that guantity ; slack coal and coal used by -the
workmen in carrying on the works to be free.’

The Attorncy General referred to caleulations
of the difference between the royalty undet the
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‘negotiation concluded, and under the address of
1856 —shewing the amount to be ahout £900, in-
cluding the royalty on slack coal.

The difference in the sum given up under the
arrangement, and that which would have been
given up under the address of 1856, is £855;
but this includes the full duty on slack coal. 1
think the delegates were well justified in giving
up the duty on slack coal, as the house will see
on a view of the facts, For a number of years
‘the Mining Association paid no royalty upon the
slack coal, subsequently the matter was brought
to the notice of the house, and afler much dis-
cussion the legislature compelled them to pay
the royally equally upon the slack and round
coal ; but the price received for slack is not a
great deal more than one half of that obtained
for the round ; and therefore it can hardly be
affirmed that it was right to compel payment of
an equal royalty. This was cvidently felt even
by the members who enforced the payment on
slack coal.

" In the report of 14th February, 1838, signed
by the hon. member for Colchester, one of the
delegates and various other members of the house
the following language is used : ** Your commitlee
willingly admit that there are reuscns of some force
why, as @ point of policy, the royally on sluck coal
should not be exacted.” Indced I believe that the
duty on slack coal was cuforced as a means of in-
ducing the Association to compromise. Were not
the delegates justified, then, in the belief which

‘they honestly entertained that this house would
for the sake of sccuring a satisfactory settlement
of this question swrrender the royalty on the
slack coal? Now, sir, I yeslerday referred to
the allowance made by the Association {o the
Duke of York’sreprescntatives.  Permit me fo
call the attention of {he bouse to the mode in
which this hranch of the subject was dealt with
by the hon member for Inverness in his lctter of
31st July, 1854.

He calls it ““a heavy tov to be levied on every
chaldron of coal consumed within the province or ex-
ported from (.7 In the minute of Council, 23rd
Decr., '54, it is thus spoken of : * L'his onerous
tar upon the product end industry of the province,
operaling in fuct as an eddition lo the price of what-
ever coul is consumed and an export duly upon what is
sent abroad, amounted last year to £3.573 155”7 In
1856 it reached about £05.000, and last year it
amounted to £7,442. Give us then the credit of
£7,742 removed from the burdens of the people.
To my mind the arguments—to all those hon,
gentlemen who are free traders—is unanswerable,
The moment restriction is removed, and compe-
tition let in, that moment all monopoly ccases,
and the Mining Association occupy the same posi-
tion and stand upon the same ground as any
other company carrying on business in the coun-
try. Do hon. genilemen not perceive that just
in proportion as you increase the burden upon
the coal raised by the company, by imposing an
additional royalty upon it ; so you, if their argu-
ments be correck, restrict and confine the trade
by raising the price of the article. Impose addi-
tional royalty, and not only do you increase the
priece of coal 1o your own people, but the imposi-
tion will operate as an export duty in preventing
the provincial raised coal from competing in the
United States with that drawn from the mines of
the Republic.. Those gentlemen, then, who are
free traders, will t once sce how injurious such
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a restriction must prove to our trade. Buppose
mines other than those in the possession of the
Association are worked, and a company is found
willing to introduce into this province their capi-
tal and skill, who is there of us who would desire
to bamper their action, cripple their trade, and
perbaps dvive them from the enterprise. Then
[ ask, sir. suppose this proposition accepted—
suppose the Mining Association have control by
leage over but a very small portion of ounr terri-
tory, and are willing to cmploy capital and skill
and afford employment to our people in working
these mines,—upon what principle ig it that you
would increase upou them burdens, you wounld
not venturce to szbject & new company io?

In conclusion, sir. I think that after a carefal
revicw of all that has tronspired herctofore ; of
the course pursed by the delegates—of the effect
which this arrangement will have in releasing our
country from a degradation which our people have
felt most keenly, and securing to them those pro-
perty rights to which as owners of the soil they
are entitled, we wmay be well justified in
acecepting the proposition submitted. We
were told that our own gypsum and lime
stone and clay, everything which, constitut-
¢d our soil, belonged and might be used by
the Mining Association. That stale of things
this agreement sweeps away,—it adopts the views
of a majority of this house who delegated the
hon. and learned member for Colchester and my-
self {o perform a delicate duty and arrange a
settlement of this question ; and; therefore, sir
it docs appear to me that Lion, gentleman by op-
posing the arrangement we have made will
ahnegate their own pre-expressed opinions and
secede from the ground they occupied previous
to the appointment of the delegation. With these
remarks. ¢ir, I have done,—and I resume my seat
in the ful hope that at last this question has
been brought hefore us in a shape and bas ag
sumed a form that renders ils permanent settle-
ment casy—and that too in a way that most
commend itself to the practical good sense of the
house.

Mr. Arcmicanp sajid—It will not be expected
by the house. after the long and claborate ad-
dress to which they have juast listened from the
hon. and learned Attorney General, that I should
go into the various matters of detail which he
has Iaid before the house. Much of this—which
is in the nature of a narrative of the various
steps by which the subjeet now before the house
has reached its present position—it would be
neither useful nor good taste to repeat, What I
apprehend the house will expect from me-—what
T apprehend it to be my duty to the house and
country to do, is to lay before you in as succinct
and precise a manner as I can, the reasons which
have operated on my mind to induce me to come
to the conclusion that the arrangement which
has, conditionally upon your approval, been ea-
tered into by the delegates, is one which the Le-
gislature may justly sanction and approve. .

Before entering upon the consideration of this
agreement, it is but right to tell the house the
position which in my mind the delegates held in
the mission confided to them. I consider the
authority given to them by the resolution of this
house was not confined to the exact ferms col-
tained in the address of 1856. 1If it was. theil
business merely to go across the water with - #hat
address in-their hands, and say; hero-areithe
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terms that we are willing to offer,—will you take
them? there might as well have beep no dele-
gation. All that could have been done, with
equal effect, at no expense, by mere correspond-
ence. A delegation involves the idea of a nego-
tiation, of something to concede on our part—
something to be conceded on the part of those
with whom we had to deal,—and no member of
this assembly would have entered upon a mission
where he was tied hand and foot, and which he
must have known from the outset to be utterly
hopeless of any uscful results,  But, sir, while I
contend thal the delegates possessed and must
have been nnderstood to possess a discretionary
power to a considerable extent, I am equally
clear that in the exercise of that discretion, they
would have acted very unwisely, very upjusti-
fiably, if they had not confined themselves to a
large extent, substantially indeed, to the address
whicl, passing this bouse by a majority of 3 tol,
must have been considered as an authoritative
expression of the policy by which the Legislature
of Nova Scotia was to be guided on this question.
By that address, T considered myself, to a large
extent, guided and controlled,—and it is because
I deem the arrangements coucluded by us subject
to your sanction, as in conformity, substantially,
with that address, that I belicve this house and
this country are in honor bound to complete the
arrangements, I have listened with great plea-
sure to the eloguent remarks of the Attorney
General upon the crippled and degraded condi-
tion which the people of this country occupy,
with all their industrial resources stand over-
ridden by a monopoly which claims to control,
not ouly the higher class of minerals, but even
these commener substances, such as lime, gypsum,
and clay, in which so large a part of our indus-
trial classes are deeply interested. These are
sentiments which recommend themsclves with
peculiar force to this side of the hoase. They
are the sentiments which, from year to year, have
been uttered {rom our ranks with fervent and in-
dignant energy, and if the arrangement now pro-
posed shall have the effect of releasing us from
this condition,—~if it shall elevate us to the pos-
sesslon of such rights of property as are essential

to the dignity and the intorests of a free people, |

it may well he cousidered an object worthy of
some pecuniary sacrifice.  While alluding to the
tone of the hon. and learned gentleman’s re-
marks, it is but right to say,—and I feel it my
duty to say co distinelly and unequivocally—
that from the tiwe the leader of the government
entered upon the mission entrusted to him, he
seemed to forget his former position in reference
to the company, and to accept, asa duty devol-
ving upon him, under your resolution, the policy
which you Lad marked out,—and that, in the
progress of the negotiations, he made every effort
to elfuet an arrangement coinciding with your
views. }‘va, sir, there are some reasons, and
very forc1ple reasons, that lead me lo the conelu-
#ion that, if an arrangement was to be obtained
at all, it could be obtained only by a delegation,
consisting of persons who, in the’ discussions in
th}s house, had represented different views. Had
two delegates been sent representing the side
which the opposition have always taken on this
question, there might have been interviews, dis-
cussions, arguments, but there would never have
been any agreement: It was necessary that the

§soctation should he told, by one.who had been
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conspicuous In the defence of their claims, that
those claims must be modified, reduced, to a large
extent abandoned, before we could cnter upon
the threshold of a negotiation. D

Now, sir, before we consider more particularly .
what the agreement is, let us consider the differ-
ent parties who arc concernedin if,—the different
points of view from which these parties. look at
it, and then we shall begin to feel the difficulties:
by which it is eavironed. To this question there
are four parties: the Crown, the Execators and
Creditors of the Duke of York, the General Mining
Association, the Province of Nova Scotia. In
1826 the Crown conveyed to the Duke of York
all the Mines and Mincrals of Nova Scotia ‘with
certain exceptions, rescrving rents,—and, subse-
quently, bound itself by other agreements affect-
ing these reserved mines and modifying the rents.
In 1849, when our Civil List Act passed. the
Crown conveyed to the Governrent of this Pro-
vince all its interest in the mines, subject to the
equitable claims by which the Crown was bound
upder its agreement. The Sovereign, therefore,
is in this position : she has agreed to convey. an
interest in these mines to parties who, on the
strength of that agrcement, bave erected works,
and carried on mining operations at an enormous
outlay, aod aftcrward parts with her power to
carry out the agreement binding on the Crown-=
by surrendering the property to us.  She is told
by her legal officers, that the Crown is responsible
for damages, and must stand, as a private
contractor, between the Association who' hold
her agreement and the Asscmbly of Nova
Scotia who refuse to complete it.,  The Crown,
therefore, is decply implicated in this question,
and, as its contribution towards an arrangement by
which it may be relieved from responsibility, the
advisers of the Crown consent to give up a sum
of £40,000 cy., or thercahouts, due from the estate
of the Duke of York.

Then came the Duke’s Executors. By the
arrangements between them and the Mining
Association, they arc entitled to receive a large
annual rent. The hon. Attorney General in his
closing remarks, put it down at £5,000 a year.
While he was speaking I have made the calcula-
tion upon the returns of past years, and I find that
the amount exceeds £8,000 currency a year.
This running over the remainder of the time will
amount to a sum of £240,000, and this claim the
executors, with the sanction of the Court of
Chancery are willing to give up, upon receiving
a release of the £40,0060 due to the erown, and
an additional sum of £60,000 sterling paid in
hand. To thig arrangement therefore they are
willing to contribute over £100,000.

Next come the Company. They claim to own
the mines and minerals of Nova Scotia, under a
Royal charter. They claim the reserved mines at
Sydney and Pictou, under a royal agreement,
and entertaining the view that the best title in
the world is a Royal grant, the best security the
honour and faith of the crown, they cannot be
made to understand how we have a right to in-
terfere with them. They consider our Act of
1853 as an act of spoliation, and they feel that
the power we have acquired- over them; by
the accidental blunder by which the. title passed
to us from the crown, is a power wkich we have
no right to exercise to deprive them of property

which they hold by the highest of titles.” = -
I | “ﬂ ‘ o :
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They say they have bought and paid for the
privileges they enjoy, They point to your accep-
tance of rent for a 'period of 80 years, they tell
you that they havepaid into your treasury £180,-
000, that they have employed your industry,
built up your population, and created for you an
snormous export, and they asl if this should not
antitle them to just consideration at your hands,
"This is their point of view.

We look at it from a totally different standing
point.  We consider the grant as most unconsti-
tutional and ill-advised. We believe that in no
country in the British dominions was there ever
g0 unjustifiable an cxercise of thereyal prerogative.
We consider that it deprives us of that which no
people can be without, and yet be free.  That no
material advantages—no payments into the trea-
sury——no increase of trade is any equivalent for
a position which makes the great bulk of our
population, habitual violators of the rights of
property—which subjects them at the option of a
commercial company, in the language of the
address, to be “‘prosccuted ag trespassers or in-
dicted as criminals.”

While therefore the views of the dilferent
parties are so contradictory—it is obvious that if
there is to be any accord at all, it wmust result
from mutual concessions. If they are to give
up their claims, we must give up some of ours.

Now Jet us inquire what they have conceded,
what we have conceded,

‘We bave long talked about 2 compromise, but
it assumed its first definite shape in1854. In M.
Young’s letter of July of that year, addressed to
the Chairman of the General Mining Association,
he states, ©I would prefer a reasonable compro-
mise to open warfare, ‘

‘It is not likely that the Mines and Minerals of
this Province, with the exception of coal, will be
ever worked by the company. The attempts
they have hitherto made have failed of success,
and are not likely to invite a repetition.

- *The monoply they hold of these Mines is prac-
tically useless to them, while it is most injurious
to us.

* We have no disposition to disturb them in the
enjoyment of the Coal Miues they kave opencd,
and would extend the area of their operations to
any reasonable extent they would desive.

¢ What I have to propose is this, that they should
surrender their exclusive right or claim for the
residue of the term of G0 years, to all the Mines
and Minerals (except in the reserved blines and
within the aren that might be agrecd upon.)

Mr. Young then goes on to muke a statement
of the amount of rents nud royaltics, and adds:
° [ would be willing for my own part in considera-
tion of the proposed surrender {o give up one
half of this royalty, that iy, I would give up
£2,000 & year now, and which with the increase
of trade, may very shortly rise to £5,000 a year,
or even more.

¢ I'believe thatin order to rid themselves of a
grievance embarrassing to the local government,
and irritating to all parties, the Legislature would
congent to this large sacrifice.’

80 wrote my hon. and learned fiiend from
Inverness, in 1854, but the Association were then
not in & position to negotiate if they felt inclined.
They were embarrassed by the claims of the Duke

of York’s executors, - They could not give up any
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thing they held, so a3 to relieve W from the
Duke’s claims, and without relief from thege the
concessions would be useless,

In 1856, the matter was fully brought before
the Assembly. The comumittee on Mines and
Minerals of that year, of which I had the honour
to be chairman, reported an address, which after
a full and ample discussion in the House, was
adopted by » majority of S to 1 in a full house,
This majority icluded every member of the
political party with which I am associated, and a
considerable number of those who were at the
timo in opposition.

That address enters fully into the question,
sets forth the grounds on which the grant is so
odious in the eyes of our people; and follows up
the spirit of Mr. Young’s letter, by making a
renewal of the previous offer.  It'states t—

““Wo are ready and willing, we always have
been ready and willing, to admit the benefits
which this Province has dervived from the opera-
tions of the Genceral Mining Association. We have
uo desire to interfere with any mines they are
working, We are willing to allow them as ex-
tensive un area around each mine as they can
reasonably require for the swnccessful prosecution
of their operations. We have already, at the sa-
crifice of interests to which some portion of our
population attached a great vaias, acceded to
changes in our relations to the United States which
bave relieved from a tax of 30 per cent., the only
article which the company exports, in the princi-
pal market to which itis exported.” We are even
willing to go further—to remit to the company
one half of the voyalty they pay on tuat part of
the coal to which royalty applies, and tor
impose upon all other parties, who may open
Coal Mines, a burthen equal to the royalty which:
the company will have to pay, and we will en-~
gage that no export duty shall be levied on coal.
But we agk as the condition for these concessions,’
that they should forego a claim which is of mne-
value to them, but of great injury to ug, that they
should relieve us from the sense of injury involved
in the monogoly they claim, ard allow us, whether
we choose to exercise it or not, at least the freedom'
to engage in any mining enterprise which we may
consider to be for our own interests, or the inte-
rests of our people.”’

These then were the views of the Legislature in
1856. These were the views which your dele-
gates in 1857 were commissioned as far ag they
could to carvy out, and it is now for you to consider
whether the arrangement they have madeis not
fairly and substantially the same which was fore-
shadowed by yoursclves in the address.

My hon. and learned friend from Inverness says
that the arrangement involves a sacrifice of some
£1560,000 for the 30 years the lease has to run.
No doubt it does, but that was distinctly in my
hon. and learved friend’s view when he penned
the letter of 1854, Ile says then that the remis-
sion would soou increase to £5,000 a year or
even more. Ilis prophesy has been fulfilled; it
hag already reached that extent, but large as may
be the sacrifice, it is one which he first offered to
maulke, and which this House fully and unequivo~
cally adopted in its address of 1856. Whatever,
theve is in the sacrifice, so far as. the addresses
goes, it iy one originating with, yourselves, not
with your delegates. .« ... . .o o o)
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Now, there are but two points in the arrange-
ment concluded which can give rise to any diffi-
culty. These are, first, the extent of the pecu-
niary sacrifice ; sceondly, the extent of the, aren
or limits to which the Association have been con-
fined.

Let me consider the last of these questions
first.

In the Province of Nova Scotia the whole arca
allotted fo .the Association is 12 square miles,
equal in extent to an area of less than 3} miles
guare.

The space allotted to each Mineiz 4 square
miles. Now, sir, bufore I left this Province 1
felt it quite likely that the guestion of the rcason-
ableness of the area wounld be oue which would
occasion much difficulty, and being desirons of
having the best opwion that could be bad this sideo
of the water, I wrote to a friend who had given
much attention to this question, and who, if I
were at Liberty to mention his name, would be re-
cognized at once as a gentleman who was not
only peeulicrly fitted to form an opinion, but who
in dowz so, could not be suspeeted of any lean-
ing towards the Association. I asked my fricnd
what would be a reasonable area avound the
Albion Mines at Yicton.  His reply I hold in
my hand, and in that he tells mc that he thinks
it would be right to allot to the Association the
tract of land intervening between the Iiast and
Middle Rivers. Tius space measured from the
outerop of the coal at the Mines, corprises an
area of above 36 miles, or more than three times
tlie space which in all Nova $cotia has been coun-
ceded. With this letter in my possession, and
with the conviction that there could be no better
judge of the qucstion than my correspondent, 1
could not help feeling thas the company, in con-
fining their demand to 4 Square miles at Pictou,
acted reasonably—that the arca which they
sought there was in conformity with the address—a
reasonable area, Unfortunately, we are not in a
position to speak with entire certainty as to the
extent of our coal deposits in this country. This
house has refused to incur the expense of stuch a
geological survey as we require, and to a large
extent we must be guided Ly the conclusions of
those gentlemien who have devoted themselves
frem their own taste, and at theiv own expense, to
geological investigation. QOur best aathovity is
our celebrated countryman, now President of
MeGill College, Mortreal. Mr. Dawson tells us
that the Albion measuics contain somewhat less
than 12 squire miles of coal to be relicd wupon,
bus he adds, that in the prolongation of the coal
measures towards Merigomish andin the diree-
tion of McLellan’s Mouutain, thereis reason to
helieve that workuble sesms exist, Tt is well
known that at the Loading Ground, some
miles outside of the area conceded, thereis a vein
of conl. On the Muldle River it iz also to be
found, and indeed, Mr. Dawson, in his work on
Geology, expressly asser's that there is no place
surrounding the harbour of Pictou of such a char-
acter, that seams of coal may not reasonably be
expected to oxist. It is, therafore, absurd to sup-
pose that any 4 miles in the neighbourhood of the
Albion Mines can absorb the whole of the coal
in that neighbourhood. Then, sir, as regards
the Mines in the county of Cumberland, though
obliged to speak with some uncertainty, there
are facts which would lead to the strong belief
that a very extensive deposit exists there,
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On the north of the Cobequid Hills, at some
distance from the fuot of them, a coal seam is
discovered at Spring IIill, dipping towards the
north, on the same line towards Apple River, on
the west; and on towards the shores of the Straits
of Northumberland on the east, you find a re-
appearance of the same, a similar vein dipping
still towards the north. Passing over the cen-
tral part of the county, you find on its northern
side, first on the Joggins Shore, thed again at
Ierbert and the Nappan, and on as far as the
Straits, other seams of coal dipping to the
southward, aid apparently belonging to the

same coal field as tnat already referred to at the,

base of the Cobequid Hills. It is impossible
therefore, to re~ist the conclusion, that there is a
vast body of coal contained in the Cuamberland
coal ficld, and it seems probable that the body of
the couuty is a great trough of coal, of which the
Spring 1lill measures are the sowh, and the Jog-
cins the norvthern margin,  If this be so, it is
quite obvious that no 2 portions of this area, com-
prising cach 4 square miles, can include any bug
a mo-t insignificant portion of the coal within
that county. -

Indeed, sir, I am well assured, and I have no
doubt ot the fact, that the Mining Association
hesitated long whether they should not com-
mence working the mines at the Joggins, within.
the area now reserved to the province at the
River Herbert,  Thero can therefore be no great’
advantage over us in that locality. 1 do not
dwell at prosent upon the deposit at Spring Hill,
beeause 1 sliall have occasion afterwards to refer.
to it. Neither do I attach, in this argument,
much importance to the mines at Salmon River,
in the County of Colchester. Mr. Dawson says
that they are the equivalent of the coal measures
at the Albion Mines, but as po sufficient explora-
tion has been made to justify the forming of any
safe conclusion upon the value of the coal seama
there,—although I feel strongly convinced that,
they are valuable,~1 do not allow it on my own
mind, nor do | expect it on the minds of mems=
bers, to weigh as an important element in the
cons.deration of this question. :

Proceeding Eastward, and crossing the Straits
of Caunso, you find coal at Carriboo Cove. Mr,
Dawson tells you the Seam is 115 feet thick, but
does not consider its quality good. At Little
Liver, however, further east, he finds a vein of
4] feet of good coal, within easy access of navi.
gable water, and affording every facility for en-
terprisc.  But passing on still further east, we
come to the great Sydney coal field ; this extends
from Capo Dauphin, on the Island of Boular.
derie, to Cow Day, including the whole north-
castern coast of the Island of Cape Breton, This,
maguificent coal field furnishcs inexhanstable
quantities of the Ginest description, and of this
the Association are allowed that part which Hes
to the north of Bridgeport Harbor, with a small’
strip on the south, including their pits ; while all'
the rest that lies to the south, comprising more
than half of the whole field, has been'given up
to the province. R

This I look upon as containing the mgst valy-
able concession we have. The veins have al-,
ready been tried and’ proved by the Association.. .
1t is no question of a \speculat}ive‘,cﬁarsi‘i'a;tier.:if‘ Is,

i

is one of absolute certainty.’ The Ass
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refused, and for some time it seemed likely that
our mission would prove sabortive. What 1
wished—I ought to say what we wished, for the
Hon. Attorney General took the same ground—
wag, that in the area conceded to us there should
be, at all events, one place in respect to which
no question could arise. We wished, when we
came back to Nova Scotia, to be able to tell the
}o"ple, here is one coal field of unquestionably
groductive qualities, with good facilities for work-
ing, now at your disposal, open it when you
chose, enter if you like into competition with the
Mining Association, and meet them in the mar-
kets of the world.

Why, sir, if we had chosen to give up this ter-
ritory, we could easily have got Spring Hill. But
how would we have been met then?  Would we
not have been asked—what is the value of a mine
20 to 25 miles from a navigable water—in the
heart of a wilderness—remote from any popula-
‘tion—incapable of access? Would it nothave been
said that the 20 to 25 miles of Railway, required
to open such a mine, was an impassable barrier
to its produce entering into cqual competi-
tion with that of the sea shore mines, We felt
this, and therefore we insisted upon the conces-
sion of the territory south of Bridgeport harbor
and if proof were wanting that we were right in’
doing so, I hold it in my hand at this moment,
Here is a letter from 2 person of undoubted re~
spectability and high, character, who says at this
moment,—and awaiting the decision of this
house,—there is ready a capital of :£60,000 to
£100,600 to be embarked iu the opening of these
mines.

Will any gentleman, in the face of this evi-
dence, say, that we should have insisted upon
Spring Hill, to the abandonment of Bridgepcort ?
1 hardly dwell upon the fact, that outside of the
limits allowed to the company, are the Bras
D’Or Mines, so called, which wers formerly
<worked by the Association, These arenow in the
“hands of the Province, and open to privale enter-
prise. I trust, Mr, Speaker, that I have made it
appear that outside of the conceded area, there is
an abundance of coal, to remove at once and for-
ever the idea of the Association monopolizing
the whole. The moment they ccase to be mono-
polists, they become entitled to the favorable con-
sideration of the Legislature. I have looked at
the extent of the cxports which those operations
have given to the Province, and T find that since
1827 they have sent away 2,800,000 chaldrons,
{Winchester measurc.)  Estmating this at
& very low price in a foreign market, as $5 per
chaldron, it makes in all a valuc of 14 millions
of dollars, .

Now, if there be anything in the doctrine o
free trade ; if it be true that the imports which
you can bring into a country may be made to
balance, but not to exceed, your exports, without
draining and impoverishing your country, it fol-
lows that you have imported into this province
$14,000,000 worth, which, but for such operations
would have been beyond your means.

If you could by any arrangements in your
power call into operation another company, to
add other 14 million to your exports, you would
be couferzing a boon of a most valuable kind up-
on the'province. Last year the Association ex-

ported 200,000. Winchester chaldrons. This is)
ose. 'wé import that:

worth $1,000,000. ~ Stpp

,,,,, f

gmount in retarn’s’ and suppose the import pays
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us a duty of say 5 per cent., this trade will add
indirectly in this way to your revenue no less a
sum than $50,000, Add to this the direct pay.
ment of royaltv, and we see how a larger contri:
bution to our Treasury arises from this one irade,

But, without dwelling upon this view, let us
consider the actual amount of pecuniary sacrifice
whish this arrangement involves.  In 1857 the
whole amount of coal raised was 101,078 New-
castle chaldrons, of which 90,235 were round, and
10,843 slack., By the arrangements hitherto in
force this quantity would have paid as follows:

26,000 chaldrons, rent....... ... £3,750 0 0
75,078 at 2s, voyalty.............. 7,507 16 0
Amounting in all to........ £11,257 16 ¢

By the new arrangement we should receive on
this quantity, which at 3 tons to the Newcastls
chaldron is cqual to 270,795 tons, as follows:

250,000 at 6d....0viveriiiinenns £6,250 0 ¢

20,795 at 4d....one.n, verieesse 34612 0

Amounting in all to......... £6,596 12 0
Deducting thercfore from amount

under old arrangement. .. .. ...£11,257T 16 0

‘This amounb, ...oveeeevirevvnann 6,596 12 0

b wevsam——r

Wehave..ooivivereninnnns £4,661 4 0

As the difference between the old and new ar-

rangements.

In our address of 1857 we offered to give up
one half of the royally,—this would be £3,753
18s.—and therefore the actual difference between
what we offered to give up. and what we have
given up, is £908 Gs. But in the calculation the
royalty counted on the slack coal amounts to
£1,084 6y., which is £176 more than the amount
we have consented to give up. The real state of
the case therefore is this, and I wish the house to
understand it clearly, that the agreement of 1857,
in pecuniary sacrifice, exceeds the offer of 1856
by ‘a sum not quite equal to the duty on slack coal.
In making this calculation the weight of the
Newcastlo chaldron i3 set down at 60 cwt. Im
point of fact the Association have been paying
their rents on chaldrons of Pictou coal ab 62 cwt.
and on Sydney at 58. This appears from the an-
swers of their agent made o the committee of
this housc in 1854, and recorded on your journals.

In Taylor's statistics the weight of a Newcastle
chaldron is in one place stated at 53 cwt. In
another it is said, by the usage of trade in the
American ports, the Pictou or Winchester chal-
dron is half of the Newcastle chaldron, and is
put at 3,750 1bs., which heing doubled for the’
Neweastle chaldron yields about 67 cwt. In this
uncertainly we are driven back to the faets as
they appear on our journals, and as the Associa-
tion have actually been paying on the weights ag’.
returned by their agent, and this fact has, since
1855, been in the full knowledge of the house
and the country, and no action hasbeen taken-on
the part of the government or'otherwise to varg
this claim. Any calculation of the rents, to be
correct, must be founded' upon that which has
been in existence and on which the rents and:
royalties have actually been paid since the' com
mencement of the lease. Tn making thve-ealonlis:
tion, ‘therefore, it'would have been fair-to -contt’
the:Neweastle cialdron something over® 60%ewl;
ut I hﬂ?é%ﬁ‘éf@fﬁéﬂ’jﬁo‘ﬁk@‘ thist armounthecuuse
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I would not wish to he considered as diminishing,
in the smallest degree, the actual loss we are
called upon to sustain, and should like that the
calculations made should be such as to pass un-
challenged by any gentleman, however different
his views may he from mine.

We come back, therefore, to the faet, that we
have surrendered the duty on slack, or the great-
er part of it, in addition to what we offered to
give up in 1836. Now, as regards slacl, ithas
never heen contended that the duty upon that
should justly be the same as that ou round coal.
We exacted the duty. Why? Because the Min-
ing Association, standing on their strict rights,
and insisting upon everything which their lease
gives them, demanded the whole pound of flesh,
we had a right in our turn to insist upon our
extreme rights 5 but we were never insensible to
the arguments against the imposition of this bur-
den.  We were quite aware that the cost of rais-
ing a chaldron of slack was the same as that of
raising the same quantity of round. ¥Yet the
price was but one ;. We knew that a large por-
tion of the slack was consumed by our own peo-
ple, and that the duty therefore hecame a heavy
addition to the cost of an arlicle of neccssary
consumption by the poorer classes, and now that
thearrangement places the company in a different
attitude to us, these arguments have a legitimate
force. If, therefore, in 1856, we were willing to
make the sacrifice we then offered, is the differ-
ence in amouunt, made up as it is of a burden of a
most questionable character, such a difference as
ought to influence the mind of any man to reject
this arrangement? Sir, we have all felt the de-
grading condition in which the people of this
Province have been placed by the grant. We
have felt that it was one which no intelligent
and free people ought to occupy. We have been
willing to make large sacrifices to be rid of it,
and now that our own terms are substantially ac-
cepted, are we to turn round and reject what
hitherto we have with importunity solicited ? In
this matter, I feel that to a large extent the
honor of the Province is involved. If, in truth,
the arrangement now concluded is our own offer
in substance, how can we recede from it without
a loss of public character ?

I don’t pretend to control any man’s judgment,
but I have placed before the house the question
as it lies in my own mind, as fairly and {faithful-
1y as I am able,~my mind may be biassed,—I
may look at the question from a different point
of view from other gentlemen in this house, but
I firmly believe that the arrangement concluded
is s0 identical with the offer of 1856, that it can-
not e rejected upon any consideration, that
would not have equally involved the rejection
of the address. It may be said that we have
done wrong in giving up the rent and substitu-
ting a royalty ; but the reason for that is obvi-
ous. We are bound under the address—we are
bound under the act of 1853—to place no other
lease of coal mines under a less burthen than we
impose on the General Mining Association.

On every application for a lease, diffioulties of
@ serious character would arise in estimating such
burthens, so long as the rent was retained, but
by absorbing the whole in a royalty, the difficul-
ties vanish. Impediments which a heavy dead
rent: would creafe, -are removed at once, and a
serious barrier 0. new eaterprises is removed,

Bul: it might: be said, that.if we.don't retain the

rpiof a:man standing over - dead-Hoese
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rent the Association are under no obligalion te
continue their works, but might close them at
once. It is hardly worth while to argue against
the supposition of such 2 suicidal policy. No~
body supposes that after the enermous outlay
they have made-—after the enormous eutlay they
are about to make—to huy off the Duke of
York’s creditors, when the works are beginning
for the first time to prove productive, the com-
pany are going to be mad enough to cut. off the
only means in their power to compenzate them-
sclves for past saerifices. o

1t is idle to argue against & notion which bears
ahsurdily on the face of it. No, sir, what the
company will do—what it will be their interess
to do, will be to avail themselves of the diminish-
ed burden to reducc the priee of their eoal, ter
extend the markets for its consumption—to place
it in circumstances to insure a free chanee of
competing with the produce of other mines, and
thus reap the advantage of a greatly increased
production, That this trade may enlarge in ex~
tent, and with its increase stimulate the energy
and induastry of this country, is, I am sure, the
wish of every geutleman around these benches H
and that it will do so, if you accede to this ar-
rangement, and bring the operations of the gom-
pany into harmony with the Legislature, if you
give them at once the inducements to extend
their operations, and confidence in the security of
their investments, is o me a matter of absolute
certainty. .

And now, Mr. Speaker, I have to apologise. to
the house for the length to which my observationg
have extended, and I cannot resume my soat with-
out ¢xpressing my thanks for the kind indulgence
which has been extended to the very imperfect
exposition which I have been able to give of the
subject before us.

Mr. McLzrran said—This question is one of
great importanee to the people of Nowa  Sco-
tia. The acknowledged monies reeceivable
from coal in 1857 was £11,258, by this bill ‘it
would have been £6,595, leaving a loss of £4,660,
besides some thousand pounds, the difference be-
tween the royalty payable under the Duke of
York’s lease and that under the agreement, and
the difference between paying royalty on the coal
raised and that sold. The Association say a new
arrangement took place, making both favorable
to thern ; but it turns out to have only been talked
of. So that from £5,000 to £6,000 a year is the
loss that this province will be compelled to en-
dure. The more trade increases the more the
loss by the past increase. In a few years it will
be, no doubt, advanced from £11,000 to £15,000.
Looking to the gross amount ot loss, it may be
in 28 years in all £150,000 or £200,000. Is what
is offered us worth that sum ? That is the simple
question. We have had two long speeches and
much special pleading on this question, of which
I will speak in their order. I have no objection
to the delegates complimenting each other, but it
reminds me of the story of the two men who had
the Scotch fiddle when one said to the other, claw
my back and I will claw yours—(laughter). ..

The barthen of the Atty. General’s speech was
that the gypsum, plaster, lime, sinte .avd roeks .
of this province beloaged to the .Association.;
and when he calied-on us fo assist hint. {0, pass
the bill to protect peraons who use  these articles
as their own, from' the. Association, it reminds
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help to tio hic legs to protect persons from being
kicked, The bill will give no more right to the
people than they enjoy—and no man can vote for
the bill the hon. and learned Attorney General
proposes to introduce, who wishes to see mines
opeued, as it would hamper and obstruct the ope-
rations of companies. DMy honble. colleague
made an excellent speech of the kind. It is easy
to asume a position, aud make a plansible speech
to those not well acquainted with the sabject.
He founds his arguments wmainly on two orounds,
first that we are bound by our offer of 1834, and
that the Bill is nearly the same,—far fiom it, us
will be shewn by-and-bye ; but sunpose it were,
"should the Association benefit by an ofler they
did not even anmswer—nothing hinding in our
offer unless accepted. Thus the As<ociation has
paid nearly a quarter of aniillion into the trea-
sury, built a town, gave ewployment to vessds,
sent cut of the country this year o million doHars
worth of coal,~that was useless to us, on which
b per cent. must have fouud irs way into the trea-

sury, in duties on articles used bv miners.  Aflter
all this done for us we should be generous,

£55,000 was cnough for the company to pay.
Arguments which appeared so unanswerable on
a slight view of the case, threw the Attorney
General’s speech into the shade: no doubt it has
been asked is the Attorncy General failing—has
he been too much hurried to look into the sub-
Ject, or does he feel any interest in the bill that
he has allowed this grand argument to pass him.
Neither one nor the other, but becauss he knew
too much about the origin of the question, that
our Journals shew that when Novascotians were
wedged out of these mines, that they would have
given a larger rent and royalty, that coals were
cheaper, and that the same business would have
been carried on if the Association had never
existed. No doubt he felt that if hecused the
arguments it was saying that it was more advan.
tageous to the Province to have the Association
to ship a million dollars worth of coal out of the
country than if done by our own people,

We are asked if it would be good poliey to tax
iron, If it is unwise to pul a Joad on the weak
horse, it 1s no reason we should not on thestrong.
Profits of valuable mines of any kind should not
be given to a company or individual, but at a
fair value that all should benefit theichy, DMy
hon. colleague generally choses good ground for
his arguments, that he bas not now, can only be
acconnted for on the principle that as it is said,
if a voter is cocrced to vule, he hecomes the
warmest partizan, and that no man will ight bet-
ter than a pressed man. No doubt the hon. gen-
tleman went to England desirous to make a fair
bargain, but as this was the best offer he could
get, was, as it wore, coerced and pressed into a
compliance, has cuused him to become such a
warm partizan, 25 to cause him to neglect his
usual caution. Tet us sce what is said to the
question. The Attorney General says,—if there
were mines that could be worked to advansage,
and if two or three companies could be found to
work thém, then how advantageous it would be.
One of the Association Engineers had given him
much information—had no doubt but there were
workable mines at Lingan.  As to ‘the four
plans laid on the table, there might .as well have
been four pieces ‘of birch bark, as to any infor-
mation “they ‘give, about coal.- My hon.  and
leurnéd - colleague says,—tliat come man'told him
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to dig anywhere about Pictou and coal would be
foand. Mr. Dawson, in his work, said theye was
a seam of coal from Pictou to the Joggins—it was
18 inches thick at Salmon River; and it is un-
reagonable to suppose, says he, that thereis not
good Dbeds of coal somewhere in that district;
and goecs on to prove, from no better authority,
that there is workable mines in Cape Breton.
Now, are we warranted in taking £150 or £200,-
000, of the peaple’s road money, as the Lonble.
Financial Secietary properly teils us, it must
come out of that fund ; especially in the face of
strong presumptive evidence against us. The
membeis of the Associatien, in common prus
dency, would take good core to examine well, all
reports of surveys, to sce that no coal beds were
outside their lines, that could be profitably work-
ed, as a competition would be ten times ore in-
jurious than all they would gam. If it was for
the frae interests of this Provinece~—a true friend
of the Association, as has been said, should Le
selected as a delegate,—1 acree with the honble.
Attorncy General, in chosing himself—he made
a wise choice, as the Journals shew fiom end to
end, in this matter,—he has invariably voted in
favor of the interests of the Association, and
against that of the Province. I was in hopes this
question would have been allowed to pass on its
own merits; bat no; the Attorney General feel-
ing this measure had not sufficient merit in itself
to induce us to pass it, straddles his bill and gets
my hon. colleague on behind him, and says,—
now you must pass it for our characters are at
stake; if you don't, it is saying we are rogues,
seoundrels, and fools ; and my hon. colleague
also fears there is not enough in the bill to carry
our judgment, and appeals to our generosity,—
thercfore, I felt it was necessary, as there were
some new members in the house, to go a little
into the history of the Mining Association,
although it is an old story.

It 1s said the Duke of York was fond of seeing
several ladies—whose character it is as well not
to- enquire into—well ornamented with jewelry,
purchased largely of Rundall, Bridge & Co., who
at last sought pay ; the Duke had no money, but
prevailed on his brother the king to lease him for
60 years all the Mines and Minerals in Nova
Scotia, except the mines at Picton and Cape
Breton ; then wished for 20s. a year rent, and one
shilling for ecvery 26 cwt, of coal as royalty,
which he transterred to the jewellers, receiving
sowe interest therein, who were to pay to the
crown rents and royalty, and to the Duke certain
amounts, These jewellers then formed a com-
vany, which is the present Mining Association,
and passed over the lease to them. This Asso-
ciation, although they had the whole length and
breadth of Nova Scotia, was like the man in
Seripture——~sick because he could not get his
neighbour’s field ; but teased, applicd and wearied
the British Governmant into giving them the re-
served mines for £3,000 a year rent, and 2s.
voyalty per chaldron on all above 20000 chal-
Cron, The Association were then enabled to
hold a grinding monopoly over us. * Qur people
were no sooner driven from these fiives; than
the price of coal was raised, 'and'préserving the"
same course of importunity, have g6t thig-two-
shillings made currency—the chaldron~iherleng
one in fact: every thing turned® to theiadvans

D

tage, 80 that they no‘w%seuucogiiat‘aéﬂbﬁ%em j

hpoat:
T



1858.1

els. There istwodlmost laughable affairs about this
transaction. 1st, the Association pretending to
puy rent and royalty, when our people in reality
pay it. The Association reccives it from Nova
Scotia, in one hand in the increased price of coal
consumed by them, and pays it agit were into the
Treasury with the other.  The Duke of York dies,
hig creditors makes a claim on the Association for
the amount or bonus that was {o be paid, the
Duke on his transferring the lease to them, it was
disputed, o suit in chancery was brought and
continued until the greatest difficulty was how
the costs were to be paid. It wasat last conclu-
ded to make the people of Nova Scotia pay it at
the rate of £600 a year for the remainder of
the Association’s lease, amounting in all to about
£23,000, by allowing 26,000 chaldrons of coal,
instead of 20,000 before voyalty was payuable. It
was always contended,—the giving away our
mines and minerals, the birthright of the people
at one dash of the pen, for 60 years, without onr
knowledge or consent, was improvident, uncon-
stitutional, and an opinion of cminent lawyers
was decided on, and the government, by a resolu-
tion of this house, were to have a statement of the
case made out and submitted. It was said the
then government, Mr. Johnston as Attorney Gen-
cral, and Mr. Dodd as Solicitor General, was the
paid attorneys of the Association, and was not
denied by them, therefore unsuitable persons to
manage the business. The government however
had a case made out, submitted, but decided
against us.  Some of our best lawyers say it was
not such as ought to have been sent. I had ex-
perience enough to know that men never act
without some motive, and felt there was some-
thing more about the mines than was understood.
On examining the subject there were found several
errors in favour of the company, amounting to
some 5 or £6,000. The government being made
acquainted therewith, called upon the agent for
pay. One of the errors was for no payment on
slack coal. DMr. Cunard did not deny the legal
right to pay, or contend it was paid, hut met
the government with Sir R. George’s receipt in
full. Some 3 or £4,000 however way paid in conse-
quence of such claim. Then followed a system of
handing in accounts to the Provincial Secretary’s
Office, containing large and small coal, then go-
ing into the Receiver General’s office, where Roy-
alty was to be paid, and handing in an account
containing only larger coal, until this double ac-
count system;was detected, and the Association was
forced by a resolution of this house, to pay between
3 and £4,000, into our Treasury. Again the same
system of holding back on some other plea, per-
haps in ’56 nearly a thousand pounds short, in
’57 something over a thousand. The Attorney
Geporal says it is avery trifling thing. It is
astonishing how small everything going into the
pockets of thé Association appears to that gentle-
man.  £1,000 to people borrowing money is
something. Its bare interest — £60 per year,
would be of great service on many a voad. In no
year have the Association paid up, and this is the
real cause of the agitation since the lawyers de-
cided against us. The company have been more
than twenty years boring and searching for coal.
They know all, we nothing. But we do know
which party so situated invariably getsshared ; and
thafias the association’s objeot of jcomrse to make

™~
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money, and sée that they are not hampered for
means. If money could be made by opening
raines outside their'lines they would have Goneé’so.
If it could not be made by them, how is ‘others to
do so. They now propose to give' us . what
they acknowledge by their actions will not pay a
profit, consequently worthless, for 150,000 or
£200,000. How generous, Yet with all this before
us we are told we should he generous,—let the Asso-
cintion pay a much less sum than they sve entitled
to pay. Ifit ever were proved a workable mine
were onthe land, is there any prospect.of getiing
a company,—and if there were, there is less that
any could compete with so old and wealthy &
company as the Association, labouring under so
many disadvantages,—shortness of lease; new
mines to open, experience to gain superior mines—
and pay 50 per cent, more royalty than the Assoeias
tion advances, as no new company could expect to
benefit by the a chaldron. By our offer we
were sure of £3,750 rent a year. Spring Hill
mines are said to be about the best in the Provinee’
with a railroad on one side (a3 we know it will)
and on the Parrsborough mine an excellent ship-
ping place, so near the American market, & great
advantage over Pictou and Cape Breton mines,
and makes. them very valuable. By this bill
uothing is sure but a bad bargain, a difficulty
with America, no market there, no coal shipped,
no royalty. Independant of the advantage of &
certainty over an uncertainty, and the loss of
Spring Hill Mines, the loss to the Treasury over
the ofter of *54 would be from one to two thousand
pounds, and loss increasing asthe trade increases.
Had never expected a gain to our treasury by
hon. Mr. Young’s offer, much less since no ruines
have been opened, under the bill of my -hon. and

learned colleague, we heard much about mines

being here and being there, but we find there was
more cry than wool. I was sorry the hon. and
learncd gentleman from Yarmouth, Mr. Killam,
was not here. 'I'here were few men in the Pro-
vince whose judgment wag better entitled to con-
sideration than his on such subjects. He thought

last year there was a little doubt, but his opinion

now was the same. To let the Association work
their mines in peace, merely looking to them for
all rent and royalty, and if any mine were wanted
to be opencd for the convenience of the inhabitants,
it could be so done under Mr. Archibald’s bill.-~
In which sentiment he fully agreed. The Associa-
tion had proven themselves to be a grasping  set
of men, by obtaining the reserved mines, had
raised a grinding monopoly over our heads, had
acted in a most arbitrary manner, he was inform=
ed men had been prosecuted for digging a few
coals on thesc lands at Pictou. A man at Spring
Hill supplied the inhabitants, but he was orgle;{ed
to quit, which was much loss to the poor man,
and to the neighbourhood for many miles around,
and no earthly benefit to the Association. To pasy,
the bill would be misplacing our generosity, and
throwing away our moncey. I

Hon. alr. Youxng.—I have waited, Mr, Speaker, ‘

beforerexpressing any opinion on this complicat-

-

ed and importunt guestioa, till both the délegates,

had been heard, patiently and av large.  Having
weighed all that has been urged, aud refreshe
my own recollections by a perusal of il
rous documents to be found upon our Joi
having taken paing.to'sitt thearranggemen
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for our acceptance, and to master it in all its de-
tails, I am now in a condition to address this
house, and can promise them, I think, some infor-
mation that is both new and valuable.

But letme inquire, at the commencement,
in what temper are we to approach this dis-
cussion. We did not catrust the honble. and
learned delegzates with an unlimited power, Both
theic authority and the sgreement they have
made are subject to our ratification. This was
understood, [ presume, to be a reality, not a
name, and with the natural and proper disposi-
tion to sustain the delegates if we can, theie is
no obligation upon us either of honor or of
duty to sustain them, if we ought not. I listencd,
therefore, with regret, to the opening appeal of
the Attorney General. Before the slightest op-
position had been manifested, when none of us
had declired; and none of us, I believe, had de-
termined on the course he was to take, the At-
torney General invoked the aid of his partizans,
and in terms stronger than I have ever before
heard in this hall, Lc told them, that they must
accept this arrangement as a whole, and could
neither reject or modify it, unless they were pre~
pared to say that the delegates were fools, scoun-
drels, or rogues. We arcto he debarred then,
it seems, from inquiringinto the wisdom of & bar—
gan involving immense sacrifices, and deeply
affecting our financial condition. We contem-
plated a sacrifice of £2000 a year. By the ad-
mission of the dclegates themselves, it will
amount the very first year to £4662. To that
sum, as I shall presently shew, £1333 is to be
added, making an aggregate of nearly £6000.
With the increase of the trade we may safely as-
sume that in five years more this £6000 will be
£10,000 or over £12,000—in teu years it may be
£20,000, and all this without exaggeration, and
demanding, one would think, as well as justify-
ing. the most ample inquiry. Iowever ready
some gentlemen, who seldom give themselves the
trottble of thinking, may be to siguity their as-
sent and leap at once to a conclusion, the huabits
of wy mind are differens, and I shall do what I
‘owe to the people and myself, by a full aud fair
‘considoration of this matter,—uot, however, in a
captious ;spirit. Lt us fulfil every lionourable
obligation—Ilet us do justice to our delegates—
hut let us not forget that there is a justice due
also to the people,

This is un arrangement, we may be told, only
for 28 years, and not for cever—a consideration
that has fi:tle weight with me. Long before the
»apse of 28 years the great majority of this As-
‘serably will have been gathered to their fathers,
and probably rot one in ten of chose who now
hear me will survive.  To us, then, atleast, this
is all-important, whatever it may be to the sue-
ceeding generation.  With these views, it will be
most convenient, I think, to cousider this ar-
rangement as if no negociation had preceded it,
and we were now to pass judgment on it, solely
on its own merits. low far it should bind us
asa matter of contract, irvespeetive of conse-
queuces, we will hercafter consider.

In what position, then, let me ask, does Nova
Scotia stan i ?—Nua.ure has cadowud her with the
most valuable coal mines in British America,
There ave none to be compared to these east of
the Alleshauy Mines. The quality of the coal for
domcstic and manufacturing uses and the produc-
ton.of steawn is not to be surpassed, and it lies
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upon the sea board, in place ot being’ 180 miles
inland, as is the case in Maryland. Here is a
source of wealth and traffic which it is not easy
to overrate ; and as many a princely fortune in
the old world has been derived from coal, so
also the fortuncs of thepecple are largely inter-
woven with the due appreciation and management
of our mines, The rent or royalty is an im-
portant item of the revenue, transferred to
us by the civil list bill, and the property of the

people, as it was formerly that ot the
Crown. T was rather surprised at the argument

of the Atty. General and of my hon. friend from
Colchester, who' agreed in representing the roy-
alty on coal as cquivalent to our export duty.
Sir, there is no analogy whatever between the
two. McCulloch, a great authority on these
questions, defends an export duty on coal as
sound in principle, and for a long period, as wa
know, it was iposed in Great Britsin., Buta
rent, or royalty in the nature of rent, whethér it be
paid to an individual owner or to the govern-
ment, attaches equally to the domestic as to the
foreign consumer. Nowhere can there be found
a coal mine of sufficient richness to make its pos-
session an object for competition, that dves not pay
a rent or royalty to somebody ; it seems to have
been deemed right to impose some payment upon
those to whom the crown conceded privileges
so extensive, rights so largely beneficial. Last
vear I gave to the house the result of my own
cxperience on this subject, and shewed how enor-
mous were the profits reaped by many who en-
gagred in mining speculation in the nations of
Iiurope. It is needless to recapitulate what I
then said ; it is sufficient for me to inform the
house now that there docs not exist 4 mine in
Iingland, Scotland, Irance, or Belgium where
the workers are not obliged to pay something in
the shape of rent or royalty for the privilege
they enjoy. Indeed, sir, 1 believe it to be a prin-
ciple of political economy adopted wherever
mines exist. Let me read from a work—the va-
lue of which 1 am sure every hon. gentleman
who hears me will appreciate—I allude tv Tay-
lor’s Statistics of Coal, afew passages illustrative
of the idea which I design to convey.

*On the continent of Farope, the royalties
press more heavily upon the coal producer than
in Eongland.  In Bohiemia the established right,
by law, is that the ¢ Seigneur ' receives the tithe
(10th) of all the coal raised: in other words, for
cvery ten toas extracted, one tenth is the pro-
perty of the lord. In the coal basin of Blanzy
in France, it appears, from registers from 1528
to 1640, that the lords of the soil exacted one
third, and sowmetimes two thirds, of all the coal
raised in the miues there. They are now from.
1-10th to 1-40th. -

“1n the Eoglish mining districts the.lord's
tribute varies nccording to the local circumstan-
ces of the mine from 1-10th {o 1-32nd part of the
whole produce of the ore. .

“In the Isle of Man the mines pay a royalty of
one-tenth. -

“ The general custom of' Scotland provides for-
yiclding to the landlord a royalty, proportioned
upon the net amount of sales at the colliery,in
conjunction with a certain or sleeping reft, pays-
ble half-yearly. The royalty. is sometinies:-so
high as 1-4th of the amount 'of ‘saless bu
rally speaking, ‘it is L'8ih -~ Of et yedts,
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collieries have been let at 1-12th, and even 1-14th
of the amount of sales.”’ ‘

From these succinet but valuable references
the house will sce that to establish a company to
work a mine without imposing an adequate roy-
alty upon them—sufficient to compensate for the
privilege they enjoy, but not too large, so as to
operate as a cheek upon competition, and preveng
the expaosion of trade and the development of
the industrial resources of the country, is contra-
ry to the expericnce of the whole world, Whe-
ther the mines remain inthe hands of the govern-
ment, or are worked by private individuals or
companies, the principle iy still the same, and a
rent or royalty is always payable.

In New Brunswick, where no lease ever passed
to a royal duke, all mines, with the exception
of gold andsilver, belong, undera recent cnact-
ment, to.the owner of the soil; that in my view
15 the true principle,—but if a coal mine were
discovered in thal province upon the land of a
private individual to-morrow, he would exact a
rent for it ax his natural right:  No one would
complain of it as an infraction of free trade or a
duty on export. S

I think, sir, that Thave disabused the minds of
all who hear me of the idea that the imposition
ofa reunt or royalty is contrary to any principle
of political cconomy or opposed to the well be-
ing of a conutry ; nay more, siv, I have shown
it to be just thal private individuals should not
eurich themselves from public grants, without
yieldiug something in return to the revenue.

Sir, the mineral resources of this country are
large; but the most valuable are confined to
small areas. It has been stated that the Mining
Association, by consenting to accept certain loca-
lities, have largely conlined their privileges, and
that we ebould reduce the amount they are to
pay for the remaining 28 years. 1 deny the
roandaess of this proposition, and will shew, be-
fore I have concluded, that however accurate, in
a general point of view, it is entirely inapplica-
ble, when we come to consider the circumstances
of this couniry. These localaties may be found
to embrace all the most valuable mines. For ex-
ample, take the coal ficld at Pictou, where, as
Mr. Dawson tclls us in his Acadian Geology, there
is one seam having at least 36 feet in vertical
thickness, of good coal.  How was this immense
deposit formed in the alehymy of nature. It is'a
sublime idea, and carries our thoughts far back
into the infancy of time. Some of the coal fields
of Nova Scotia exhibit 14,000 vertical forma-
tions.  With a luxuriance of vegetation, incident
rather 10 a tropical region than to these northern
latitudes, one hundred fossil forests have grown
and perished. Before the human race was called

into existence, when the only living things were
the reptile and the fish, the sun warmed the
carth, rain and dew deseended upon it, and the
same laws of nature prevailed as now. Then
came another era. The mastodian, the mam-
moth, and the megatheriasm walked the earth,
and these uucouth forms, which have now disap-
peared from the face of nature, were the lords
of the creation. All this time forest after forest
grew and sank into the soil, and the relics of mil-
lions upon millions of trees constituted the. coal
deposits, which the Almighty was gradually pre
paring for the use and enjoyment of man.  To

some these speculations may appear fanciful apd
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remote, but they are sustained by the clearestevi-
dence and by the deductions of modern seience.
Now, «ir, having referred to the subject 'in .its.
general aspect, let me ask the house to consider
the tenure by which these mines are held. .- The:
act of 1833 declares that any individual giving
notice for twelve months to the Mining Associa-
tion, may, at the expiration of that period, work
any mines or mincerals, provided the Association
do not engage in the work themselves. Under
this law a copper mine has been lecased at Tata-
magouche, by an instrument which I prepared
when Atty. General, and the sccond principle’
extends to every mine in the province, thus prac--
tically and to a large extent controlling ‘the
monopoly of the Mining Company.
And now, sir, that I may lay a golid founda-
tion for the arguments which I am about to ad-
dress to the house, let me ask hon. gentlemen to
give me their cars while I enter into a short de~
scriptive detail of the actual title to these mines.
First, then, let me say, that thirty years since the
only coal mincs worked were ‘those situate at
Picton and Sydney ; they were held and worked
by the lessees of the crown. The one paid-a
duty of 7s. G6d. per Winchester chaldron, and the
other of three shillings, or thercabouts.  Then .
came the celebrated lease of all our other mines
and minerals to the Duke of York for sixty years;
which was transferred to the Mining Association
a few days after it passed, and the memorandum
of 1828 vesting the reserved mines in the same .
company abt a rate of £3000 stg. for the first

120,000 chaldrons, and a royalty of 2s. for-ever

chaldron sold beyond that quantity. ' -
The next material step was the treasury min-.
ute of 18t3, which provided that the rent of
£3000 sterling. or £4,750 cy., should be paid not
fur the first every 20,000, but for the first' 26,000
chaldrons of coal, Newcastle measure, raised by
the company—and that for every chaldron above
that guautity raised. (whether sold or not,) the
Association should pay 2s. It is to be noted
that with the exception of a very insignificant
quantity, some 7000 chaldrons, which appear by
the returns to have been raised by the mines at
Lingan, Point Aconic, and the Jogging, ‘thie
whole of the cnal raised and sold by the General
Mining Association, in 1857, came from the re-
served mines, so that the company have done lit-
tle or nothing under” the leage of the Duke of
York. Now. sir, let me say, that whatever may*
be the issuc of this discussion—whatever  the: de-
termination to which the house may come,  shall
always hercafter regard the Miing Association
as occupying a position altogether different from
that which they have heretofore filleds When
I consider that they have entercd into an agree-
ment with our own delegates, to give up the ex
clusive rights which they formerly enjoyed, ‘and
releage this country from the degrading monopoly .
which for so many years has excited the indigna-
tion of our people, [ can no longer look upon the,
Association in the light of wrong doers,—cramp-
ing our industry, apd interfering ‘with the pros-
perity and rights of our people. ' Henéeforward
my mouth shall be shut as regards thi fiong-
poly ; and the question assumes with me & foot-
ing entirely different and distinct from that'which
it occupied in years gone by. " o 0000 T SAL
But, sir, this House has’yet to considérwhs. <
3 Fﬁm@w%; K,
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in ratifying it we are securing to the people of
Nova Scotia a solid and lasting benefit, or reducing
ourselves to & worse position than we now occupy.

The Treasury minuite of 1845 directed that the
Royalty of two shillings per chaldron should be
paid upon all Coal rajsed as well as sold ; this ex-
tended to slack Coal, and to all used by the Min-
ing Association themselves. In 1851 and 1852
the amount raised was 50,000 chaldrons, it is now
100,000, just as the government of the United
States reduced their import duties, so in exact
proportion have the Coal exports of the Mining
Association increased. TIn thisrespect Nova Scotia
stands in a position from which no other Country
can drive ber ; her Coal fields are her own ; no
foroign land can interfere or compete on equal
terms with this branch of' our industry, and its
capacity for development is beyond calculation.
The bituminous coal of Nova Scotia is destined by
nature to supply the teeming population of New
England and New York, and the extent ina very
few years may rise to a million chaldrons, just as
the coal branch of Pennsylvania has risen from less
than 100,000 to several millions. Weare dealing
therefore with a trade capable of large expansion
and rapidly extending.

In the year 1857 we derived from the Coal
Mines o revenue of £11,257 ; under the propo-
sed arrangement they would have yielded only
£6,695 ; the difference against the Province and
in favor of the Association would therefore have
been £4,662, The calculation may be thus sta-
ted; the quantity of large Coal raised in 1857
smounted to 90,825 Chaldrons Newcastle, of

which the first 26,000 pay asrental ~ £3,750
64,285 pay as Royalty 6,428
10,843 pay as Royalty 1,084
Revenue in 1857 under
present lease } £11,257

Under the new arrangement the same quanti-
ty of large Coal, computed at G0 cwt. per Chal-
dron, would be equal to 270,705 Tons, of which
260,000 are to

pay 6d. £6,250
. 20,705 are to pay 4d. 345
£86, 595

Making a difference of £4,062, besides the loss
of the duty on Slack Coal.

In this estimate, be it noted, the delegates and
1 agree, so that the loss is unquestionable. But,
sir, there is another element affecting this calcu-
lation not yet touched on which this House should
thoroughly understand. Itis new to mny own mind
although I find that it was not altogether new to
my hon. and learned friend from Colchester. Up
to the year 1845, it was o question between the
Province of Nova Scotia and the General Mining
Association whether the eoal raised should be
computed according to the Winchester or New-
castle measurement ; by the former the Royalty
should have been paid upon each 36 bushels rais-
ed, by the latter upon each 72 busbels 5 the Pro-
vince contended for the former admeasurement
but the British Government decided in favor of
the Mining Association, Upon this principle,
if the above had been paid for, as they ought to
have been, at. the rate of 58 cwt., of 112 lbs, each,
being the weight of a chaldron, Newcastle mea-

sure, then the 270,705 large con) yotually raised!
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were equal to 102,162 chaldrons, Newcastle me
sure, and should have paid aslfollows : ‘

26,000 as rental, £3,750
76,152 ag royalty, 7,615
Add the Slack Coal as above 10,848,

equal at 53 cwt. per chaldron to

12,250 paying royalty, 1,226
And our revenue in 1837 ounght to

have been 12,590
Tnstead of 11,257
Difference £1,338

To which if we add the sum of £4,662 before men-
tioned we have a clear loss which would have en-
ued under the proposed arrangement as compared
with the sum derived from this source in 1857
amounting to £5,995, In stating these results [
defy coutradiction, provided the Newcastle chal.
dron is to be computed according to the definjtions
of McCulloch & T'aylor, and the rule in England
at b3 cwt. ‘ ‘

When we find tHerefore that since 1845, for a
period of twelve years the General Mining Asso-
ciation have been in the habit of shipping 60 cwt,.
at Sydney, and 62 cwt at Pictou, and paying
Royalty only on 53 cwt., there is not one of us.
who does not feel that a grievous wrong had been
done to this Province, and that & sum of money
has been withheld by the Association to the extent
of some 10 or £12,000. I cannot help admitting
that to have permitted this does not speak very
highly for the sagacity of our public men, I
take my full share of the blame, and refer to it in
order {o mark distinctly the loss of revenue
which we are legally entitled to, and are giving
up under the proposed arrangement.

What then, sir, is the result to which these
calculations inevitably lead ? that we are called
on to surrender not £2,000 a year, s was the
case when I wrote my letter of July 1854, but
the comparatively emormous sum of £5,995 a
year, in the very inception of this arrangement,
and looking to the trade as it at present exists,
But will not this trade inerease? IfI thought
the impesition of so small a royalty as 2s. per
chaldron would operate to check the trade and
diminish our export, all opposition on my part
to & reduction of the royalty would cease. But
suppese, as I have little doubt the event will
prove, that the export of coal as well as the home:
consumption should double in the next five or six’
years. Suppose then that 200,000 chaldrons,
Newecastle measure, were raised, they would pay
under the present lease at 53 cwt. each ‘
26,000 rent £8,750
174,000 royalty, 17,400

21,150

Under the new arrangement,
and allowing the same pro-
portion as above of Slack
Coal, say 20,000 chlds., the
remaining 180,000 at 63
cwt. each, would be equal
to 175,000 Tons, of whick

250,000 pay 6d.

225,000 pay 4d.
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Brought over, £11,150

Suppose 500,000 chaldrons
raised they would pay as
above—

26,000 rent

474,000 royalty

£3,750
47,400

51,150

Under the new arrangement,
and allowing 50,000 chlds.
Slack, these would pay about 94,150

Difference £27,000

In these calculations, sir, there is nothing ex-
travagant ; nothing which the circumstances of
this Country do not warrant us in anticipating.

" Let us recollect that in Great Britain there are
annually raised 82,000,000 tons, and in the Uni-
ted States ten millions and a half. Why not then
half & million here, or rather why not a million
or more ? Such then in a few words is the finan-
cial statement of this question, but, it may be ob-
jected that coal mines remain of a nature and ex-
tent equaily valuable outside areas which it is
proposed to surrender to the Association. The
hon, and learned member for Colchester truly
says that upon this point we have no reliable or
precise evidence, and the House is thrown back
upen probabilities ; but it does so happen that
some evidence not yet quoted is to be found.
Some two or three years ago Mr, Dawson, whose
character as a practical mineralogist stands above
cavil, delivered a very remarkable lecture in the
Temperance Hall, in which he stated ag the result
of his enquiries that the only workable coal seams
in this Province were in the hands of the General
Mining Association.

Independant of this, in his work upon Acadian
Geology, published in 1855, he gives the matured
conclusions ofall his researches—from that work
I ask the attention of the House to a few quota
tions. He states at page 189 that the Joggins
main seam consists of two beds, three feet six in-
ches and one foot six inches thick; and that of the
Coal seams at Spring Hill, which he had not per-
gonally examined, one is variously stated at eight
and twelve feet in thickness, and the coal of good
quality. In reference to the seams described by
the delegates as of so much value, Mr. Dawson at
page 239 gives this remarkable testimony, that
none of them at Salmon River, DeBert River,
Fall River, North River, Chiganois River, or
Great Village Biver, exceed eighteen inches of
clear coal.

Now, sir, & seam of coal less than two feet in
thickness will not pay the expense of working ;
the united experience of all mineralogists and the
evidence of Mr. Brande, shew that this is the case.
If these seams therefore are but 18 inches in thick-
ness, they are useless in a practical point of view.

) ’.l‘h'e most remarkable feature, again, in Pictou
district, appears from Dawson to be the great
thickness of the coal measures, amounting to up~
wards of 30 feet, from twelve to nine feet of which
are worked from the upper part of the main seam.
The thick seams, however, of the Albion Mines,
are confined to & small area and probably do not
extend beyond the reservation in this agreement..
. We have been told, and with much show of
Justice, - of the smallness of the area we are about
to give up: 12 square miles as & mere question of
surfhoo are said fo- betéo insiguificant to- alarm
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our fears in Nova Scotia Proper. In Cape Bre-
ton it would seem that from 24 to 88 square
miles have been transferred, There also the gur-
face is small; but the subject assumes' a very
different aspect if we find that within these areas
the whole of our coal fields capable of being work-
ed to & profit and accessible by water, have been
passed, and that the quantity of coal conveyed
exceeds the most exaggerated idea we have. ever
entertained of the capacity of these mines,
Docs the house understand, is there & man here -
who has calculated and knows what it is we are
about to give? The Attorney General points to
a map, and triumphantly asks, what a trifle we
are yielding, what are a few square miles? The
question so put only shews us that he'is either
practising upon the house a fallacy which hi
own judgment must condemn, or, that he hasg
ventured on a ncgotiation in ignorance of the
facts. What, sir, tallt to us contemptously or
slightingly of a square mile of coal, when it iy
perfectly consistent with modern science, that a
very few of such miles may. and probably do,
comprehend all that is valuable in the coal seams:
of Nova Scotia. And I ask the Attorney Gene-
ral, could he tell us at this moment, how much.a.
squarc mile of coal maycontain. Not he, indeed.
Such inguiries smell of the shop, and are beneath.
the notice of an Attorney General and the leader
of a government, They are not, however, be-~
neath mine, and I have looked into the poinf to.
inform my own mind. The best authority, then,
Bakewell on Geology, quoted approvingly by
Taylor and McCulloch, assures us that in the rich-
est coal ficlds of South Wales, but which are not.
richer than our own at Pictou, one square acre of
coal will yield 100,000 chaldrons, and there be-
ing 640 acres in a square mile, the quantity rises
to the cnormous amount of sixty-four millions,
and allowing one half for wastage, there remain
no less than thirty-two millions of tons.of work-
able coal in one square mile. Dawson himseif
tells us, page 259, that one square mile of the.
Pictou seam would yield in round numbers twen-
ty-three millions tonsof coal—an enormous quan-
tity, he adds—* as compared with the.present
annual produce, but less than two thirds of
the annual consumption of Great Britain.”’—
Have the delegates inquired then, I again de-
mand, the extent and value of what they wére.
surrendering. In the specches we have heard not
a syllable has dropped to enlighten the Cymns-
rian darkness which upon this branch of our sub-
jeet iz now dissolving into day. A fewsgudre
miles indeed-—only twelve such miles in- Nova-
Scotia—only tbirty-eight such miles in Cape:
Breton. It is nothing. We are told that:'the
Association, in the thirty years they have béen-
at work, have raised about three millions of tons.
In the twenty-nine years that remain under- this
precious bargain, they will probably raise three
or perhaps five millions' more,  Qne quarterof
a square mile—one square mile at all “eventg—
would supply it-all. And thisis & safficient rea~ -
son for yielding up to this powerful body, debgr--
ring our own people and excluding from foreigm:
enterprise and. capital, the rich produet of fifty:
square miles, not one fiftieth of which, as I have.

clearly shewn, they "will ever: work. .Ah, -sip, . -

had the Association beendealing with:a, mafi-<(
I will not say . of . greater ability.orhonesty; tet:
with.a knowlédge. of éthembjedt;ym&sm%@
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this surrender, or laughed us to scorn, as they
may well laugh at us now. My very beart swells
with indignation, and my pulse heats fasler as I
think of it.

And what assurance have we, I ask, that even
in Cape Breton there are workable coal ficlds, ac-
cessible by water, and lying outside of these ex-
tensive areas? The poiut of Boularderie, between
the Little and the Great Bras d'Or, and includ-
ing Point Anconi, passes to the Associalion—all
that is valusble on that side has gone, except the
mine once opened at the Little Bras d’Or, and
abandoned many years ago from the dilliculty of
approach by sea. We are told then of the rich
© geams between Lingan and Cow Bay. The coal
may be there, but how is it to be shipped? From
the harbor, with ten feet of water? That has
been tried, and the works at Bridgeport aban-
doned. To decpen it would he at onee precari-
ous and costly. I'rom the Lest information we
can obtain nothing remaing but a railway ex-
ceeding twenty miles in length to the ncarest
shipping place—an cnterprise beyond the means
of this Province, or of any company that is likely
to be formed. Let us beware that by our own
act we are not creating o monopoly more exien-
sive and fatal to our intercsts than any we have
ever denounced.

But, sir, while I am speaking, I am told that
the statement I have alveady made as to the
weight of the Newcastle chaldron. and the conse-
quent loss to our revenue, has not been fully un-
derstood, and will probably be questioned. I go
back to it, therefore, for a few minules, and will
endeavor to make it clear. By the minute of
1845 the Association was bound to pay the roy-
alty of 2s. on the Newcustle chaldron, which is
defined by Taylor & McCulluch to be of the
weight of 53 cwt. The Winchestey chaldron is
one half, and should weigh 26} cwt., and contain
36 bushels. But it appears that the custom of
the trade has introduced at Pictou a chaldron of
30 cwt., containing 48 bushels even wcasure.—
Taylor tells us, page 291. that 162 Pictou
chaldrons, measuring at the States Custom
House 7776 bushels, are equal to 216 chaldrons
of their mcasure—the actual weight of the Pic-
tou chaldron of 68 bushels, being 3750 Ibs,  Mr.
Andrews, in his valuable report on the coal trade.
estimates 100 chaldrons Pictou measurc as equal
to 120 chaldrons Boston measure, and in anoather
place states that the coals from Cape Breton over-
run the Boston measure from 18 to 2 per cwl.
Witk this evidence, it will scarcely be denied,
that the chaldron on which our royalty has bLeen
paid, being 60 cwt. in place of 53, thc difference
hag been lost to our revenuc, and this loss on the
trade of 1857 was upwards of £1300.

. Now, sir, it may be said that I ought not to

oppose this arrangement, as being conformable
to my own letter of July 1854 and the address of
1856. Had it been so, I should have felt bound
to support it at whatever cost, for to oppose such
a settlement would have involved a sacrifice of
political consistency and good faith. But it is
not ‘ro—the agreement we are called on to sanc-
tion does not comport with either of the docu-
ments to. which I have referred ; neither by the
letter, which is the basis of the arrangement, nor
- by the address, did I, or this house, agree tosacri-
fice  the large sum which, by the proposed agree-
ment, we are.to yield up. 'I have already shewn
how large. the amount is,—and, sir, let me sk

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES,

[1858.

this house—let me put it to the hon. gentlemen.
upon all sides, whether, in view of the existing
state of out finances, we can afford to give up an
amount so considerable, for no carthly advantage
which I can perceive. Suppose these mines wefe
the property of a private individual, and that ¢he
Association offered to give up certain rights
which could by no possibility be rendered of
pecuniary henefit to themselves, upon condition
that for the space of 28 years the owner should
forego, an annual income of £6000, would it not
be thought that the man who consented to sach
an arrengement was dead to his own interests, and
bad heen sirangely hood-winked and deceived.
Again, sir, let me ask, how comes it that the
company made it a sine qua non that the mines
at Spring ILill should be reserved to them? Not
one person who listens to my voice believes that
the company intend to open or work these mines,
Why then, il not for the express purpose and
with the determination to put down competi-
tion. did they insist on those mines being iucln-
ded in the areasreserved to them? Mr. Brown
is a clear-sighted, able man, who thoroughly un-
derstands his business, who has forgone no op-
portunity of acyuainting himself with the nature
and cxtent of the mineral 1esources of this pro-
vinee ; his object evidently was to yield as little
and sceure as much as possible, and this he has
accomplished by leading the delegates to be-
tieve that the province was to reap vast benefit,
when in fact we give up an increasing revenue
and a most valuable property, and get but little
in return.

Viewing the subject as a mere pound, shillings
and pence affair, we are not in a position to ac-
cepb this arrangement.  We must provide nearly
£50,000 for interest upon the cost of our public
works in the present year. We have heard it
aravely announced by the Financial Secretary
that the road vote must of neccessity be reduced
onehalf—that our Breakwater grants must be.
strack off, and other expenditurves, which have
been hitherto regarded as cessential, swept away.
How then can lon. gentlemen, looking to the
exigencies of the country—to the financial em-
barrassment which we are told must ensue,--how,
I ask, can they reconcile to their own minds the
surrender of £6000 of annual income. This is no
trifling or insignificant sum to be easily made up
from some other source. There is no other fund
we can resort to. This very year it stikes off
three or four hundred pounds from' the road
money of cvery county in the province. Should
not this be enough to malite us pause. How can
it be urged that our honor is involved. when our
offer in 1856 has not been accepted, but comes
back for our ratification in a new shape, and
cumbered with new conditions. Recollect that’
the loss of revenue is an admitted fact, and that
the grave and material differences between the
offer of 1856 and this fatal bargain in 1857 are
not denied.

1 little thought, sir, when I wrote my letter of
July 1854, asserting the rights of my owa Pro-
vince, that the revolution of -our public affairs’
could ever pervert it to such an use, - Perhaps,
sir, -I ought not to be displeased that the over--
throw of the late government - has  been:followed :
up by so speedy. a.retribution. . Thiz g thefirst -
instalment the countzy have. to. pay for that/dety.
and it is a:heavyone.: -But; -sir; Lindulge jn:no”
recriminations, and have abstained froms provoker:
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ing party action on this momentous subject.
Secing that the hon. Attorney General has thrust
Yis whole soul into’this debate, and appeals to
his colleagues and party to sustain bim, I shall
Jeave the way open to turn or retreat honorably.
1 have not prepared my amendment—I abstain
even from declaring how I shall vote upon this
bill. The government shall be left entirely {rec,
their sensibilitics wounded by no threat of mine,
and their honor untouched. But I do not dis-
guisc my carnest advice and my deliberaie opin-
fon—that we ought not too hastily to ratify this
bargain—that the delay of one year at least is an
act of justice due to ourselves and to the people
who send us here ; and if party shall prevail, and
the question from the chair, that this bill do
pass, he carried in the affirmative, that the men
who do this deed will live bitterly to repent the
infatuntion and mudness of the hour.

Mosnay, Fel’y. 15th,
ADDRESS TO THE EARL OF MULGRAVE,

Toy. Arroryey GENERAL rosc to move an ad-
dress to the Barl of Mulgrave, Licutenant Gover-
nor of the Province ; prefacing the reading of
the papers by a few remarks, relative to the una-
nimity of opinion, on the subjeet, which was de-
rived and expected.

Hon. Mr. Youxe seconded the proposition, and
spolie as follows:—I have great pleasure, Mr.
Speaker, in scconding this address It is a hap-
py omen, I think, that her Majesty has selected
as her representative in this colony, a nobleman
who has sat in Parliament, and is conversant
with the theory and practice of the constitution.
Under his administration we may expect the ap-
plication of sound principles and the views of a
practical statesman, whose mind has been enlarg-
ed by the example of his noble father, Lord Nor-
manby, and the other eminently distinguished men
with whom bhe bas mingled freely in the Old
World. When I went to Downing Street in the
year 1839, as a delegate from this house, the
Maryuis of Normanby was Colonial Sceretary, and
extended to my colleague and royself wany acts
of courtesy and personal kindoess. Among
others, his Lordship gave me the opportunity of
witnessing one of the most exciting and animat-
ed scenes I have ever enjoyed. Allow me to
rnatch a few minutes from the ordinary routine,
and pourtray it as it riscs now to my recollec-
tion, Lord Brougham, whom some imprudencies
148 Lord Chancellor had estranged from his for-
mer friends, had threalened an attack upon them
in the house of Lords. He sclected as the occa-
sion the then recent Irish adminisiration of Lord
Normanby, and then one of the most popular
vieeroys who had ever ruled in the sister Isle. I
was present in the house by his Lordship’s special
invitation, when Lord Brougham pourcd forth
the vials of his wrath, envenomed by the Lkeencst
and most biting sarcasm and invective, that
withered as it fell. The peroration was magnifi-
ficent, and the periods as they rolled along
thrilled upon the ear of*the house and drew forth.
plaudits. He was answered first of all, I think,
by Lord Plunkett, whose brilliant powers, which
had ecarned him an Earopean reputation, were
then upon the wane. Lord Melbourne followed,
and in a happy vein, peculiary his own, eased off
and blunted the edge of -the satire; and turned

the laugh onhis'opponent: : The peroration, he!
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said, was fire, only he had seen it befors, for it
was borrowed from Sheridan. Then came
Normanby bimself, and with singular skill and
unruffled composure, warded off the attack and
defended the acts of his government, Scenies
like these, sir. train us to an admiration of the
great Parliamentary models of the Mother Coun-~
try. To Lord Mulgrave they have been familiar
from his boyhood, and in the confidence that his
Excelleney will respect equally his own constitu-
tional obligations and ours, it will be a source of
pleasure to myself, and I am sure I may add,
to the other members of the opposition, to ren-
der his stay among us agreeable. And I con-
fidently hope, sir, when his term expires, that he
will be found to have wielded the great political
and social influcnce of a government in the spirit
of his predecessor, and will leave our shores amid
the same manifestations of good will.

The address was read and passed unanimously.
It was to be presented next day at half-past three
o’clock. o

ADDRESS. B
To Lis Excellency the Right Uonorable the Earl of
MULGRAVE, Lieutenant Governor and Comman-
der-in-Chief in and over Her Majesty’s Province
of Nova Scotia, and its Dependencies, &¢. &c. &o
May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY : a

We, the Representatives of Her Majesty’s faith-
ful subjects in Nova Scotia, beg leave to congra-
tulate your Excellency on the safe arrival of
yonr Excellency, Lady Malgrave and family,
and we offer to yourself and her ladyship a hear-
ty welcome. ‘

We hail the appointment of a nobleman’ of
your Exccilency’s high rank and distinguished
merit to represent Her Majesty in the administra-
tion of her government, as a proof of the favor
with which ITer Majesty reciprocates the love
and loyalty of her people of Nova Scotia., ‘

We sincerely hope that your administration
will proveas agreeable to your Excellency, ad,
we doubu not, it will be conducive to the im-
provement and prosperity of the Colony. ‘

StEwART CAMPBELL,
Speaker of the House of Assembly.

To which His Excellency was pleased to
the following reply :— ‘
Mr. Speaker, and Gentleman of the House of Assem-:

bly : e

On behalf of Lady Mulgrave and myself, I ten-
der to you my sincere thanks for the cordial mai-
ner in which you bave welcomed our arrivalin -
this Province. T

I thank you for the manner in which you ex--
press yourself in regard to my sg)pointme“iit;?fo‘
the Government of this important Colony, and 1"
hope that my administration of the office entriit=
ed to me by Her Majesty may be such as tojusti~
fy the anticipations you express. C R

I can assure you' that so long as I remain™in’
the position which I have now the honor of-Toldé
ing, I shall devote every . faculty I-possess to ‘the’
service of the Colony, in the hopes that hereafter’
the loyal inbabitants of this country: may find"
that my administration of affairs has‘been gon:+ -
ducive to the happiness and well being-of:
committed to.my chgrge. - . - FULH

return

i

i
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TESTIMONTAL TO IR JOEN INGLIS,

"Hon. ATTorNEY GENERAL.—I rise, Mr. Speaker,.
to bring to the consideration of the house a sub-
ject which occupied some of its attention on a
former day, in relation to a complimentary ad-
dress to Major-General Sir John Inglis, and the
presentation of a sword to the same distinguished
officer, as a testimonial from the Province of
Nova Scotia. Inow hold a resolution for the
purpose of providing a sum of money for the pur-
chase of that testimonial. The resolution which
I moved ,on the previous occasion was prepared
with the view of obtaining unanimity, but it
failed to have that effcet. Scveral members at
this sidc of the house were disinclined, in conse-
quence of peculiar claims of the places they re-
presented, to take a sum of moncy from the pub-
Tic chest for the purpose proposed; and it was
thought that the mode of defraying the charge,
by those voting for the resolution, would mect
with general acquiescence. Gentlemen af the
other side took a different view. I did not then
fecl myself at liberty to concur in the proposi-
tion which came from gentlemen opposite ;. since
then, however, my friends who approved of my
former resolution, withdrew their opposition to
the other course, inasmuch as that moved by me
did not produce the desired unanimity, and they
are now prepared to agree to a resolution as sug-
gested by the other side, to the eftect that the
vote should be ungqualified by any peculiar mode
of providing the moncy. I named £100, but to
meet views expressed by gentlemen opposite, 1
now propose that the sum be £150. The resolu-
tion is couched in the, terms of that which passed
relative to a similar testimonial to Sir William
Williams, of Kars. The propositicn ought to
cause no difference of opinion, and I feel ex-
ceedingly obliged to gentlemen at this side of
the house for withdrawing their opposition to the
vote as now proposed. 1 did not, as was stated
in the Summary report of proceedings, proposc
that the address to Sir John lnglis should go
without the other testimounial. I prefaced my
proposition of the address with reference to the
other presentation, although I moved the ad-
dress separately, and asa question on which difle-
rence of opinion was not expressed. I hope now
that the proposition about to he made will meet
with the agreement which is so desirable on such
subjects. (The resolution was moved in pre-
cisely the same terms as that relative to Sir Wm.
Williams, with the cxception of the requisite
change of names, &¢.)

~ Hon. Mr, Youxe.—I hope, sir, that the resolu-
tion will be adopted as the unanimous expression
of the house. I hope also that it will not be un-
derstood that any member at this side opposed
the proposition which came from gentlemen op-
posite, on any other ground than the belief that
such a grant should come from the people of the
province generally, and not from some of the
gentlemen composing this house. (The resolu-
tion passed.)

The Hon. Speaker said :—I feel happy, nay, I
feel proud, that although from my position I
have been debarred the pleasure of joining in
the general tribute to this distingnished Nova
Beotian, yet that the honour, the high  honour,
remained to me of propounding .the resolution
which has just been put, and in which the House
hee unanimously concurred.
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MINES AND MINERALS, |

Mr, McEEsGNneY said—I do not rise to makea
speech, Mr. speaker, but to state a few facts.—
The coal seams at Bridgeport have been referred
to, and the hon. and learned member for Inver-
ness scemed to entertain doubts as to their exis-
tence or value for practical purposes. Ihave no
hesitation in saying, that there are extensive coal
ficlds in that neichborhood. I believe they ex-
tend to the westward to near the harbour of
Sydney, and to the southward to the shores of
Cow Bay. Indecd,itisa well known fact, that
many years ago, when the Irench owned Cape
Breton, a shalt was sunk at Cow Bay, from
which large quantities of coal were raised. Qut-
croppings may be perceived at different places
along the shore, and across the country, hetween
Cow Bay and Sydney. I will not epeak of the
financial aspect of the question, I merely state
circumstances known to be correct, in reference
to the existence of the mineral.  Assuming that
under the new arrangement between the dele-
gates and the Mining Association, the province
would own, in the county of Cape Breton, 75
square miles of a coal field ; let us see how long
it would last the province at 100,000 tons an-
pually. In My, Dawson’s Geology, it is stated
that the Pictou seam containg 24 feet, vertical
thickness, of good coal, which would yield at 28
cubic feet to a ton, 23,000,000 of tons per square
mile. Now, taking the Cape Breton secams at
but one fourth of this thickness, 75 square miles
would produce the enormous quantity of 431,-
000,000 tons, which, at 100,000 tons per year,
wonld yield a supply for the next 4312 years,

It is an incontrovertible fact, sir, that a great
portion of the country to the castward of the
Town of Sydney is a rich and valuable coal de-
posit. The evidence of this is to be found in the
guantitics of coal that are raised by the proprie-
tors of lands all over the country, They have
never been prevented from digging coal in small
uantities by the Mining Association, and I do
hope that in this particular the province may be
equally indulgent, in the event of the present
arrangement being confirmed.

Mr. H. Musro said :—1I have a few remarks to
make on what has been said by the hon. and
learncd member for the Township of Syduey.
He has spoken of the extensive area of the coal
mincs at Bridgepors, Glass Bay, and Cow Bay.
and attempted to impress the house with the idea
that they were of great valuc and importance to
this province, and that in agrecing to surrcnder
them the Association had sacrificed interests
which might have been made available by them
largely to increase the revenue they derive from
their mining operations in this country. Butthe
house will at once perceive the filacy of this ar-
gument when I slate that Cow Bay is situated 20
miles from any shipping port; that those at
Glass Bay arc almost in the same position, and
that the mines at Bridgeport have been aban-
doned for a number of years past: so .that, in
fact, nothing has been conceded, while they have
retained everything. We have heard much about
the question of area, and an attempt has been
made to induce the house to believe that a spitit
of concession has been evinced by the:Associa-

rate these sfatements are, When -

tion. Let thoge who hear mie-jud ¢ how aC
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area which they have retalned at Sydney mines,
Low Point and Point Awnconi, comprises coal
tields of such cxtent that they will not be able to
exbaust them in centuries,—and they have efice-
{nally shut out all chance of competition by jn-
cluding the coal seam at Point Anconi, which
is the only one that could have been worked by
a private company to advantage,

As far, then, as Cape Breton is concerned, no
man nced expeet to see, in the lifetime of any
member of this house, any company established
to compete with the Mining Association in work-
ing mines in tbat Island.  You now have some
control over the Association; Ly the Dill of
1854—Nly giving notice for a year, any company
ean cstablish themselves and commence working
a mine, provided the Association do not 5 but, if
you pass this bill, all hope of competition will be
shut out.  They hold possession of the only work-
able coal fields in the Island, commanding an
outlet by sca,—they possess vast means, great
information, and are now in the aclive prosecu-
tion ol their business,—no one, then, who under-
stauds the nature of Mining operations, and
the sitnation oceupicd by the Association, will
vepture Lo ussert that within the next fifty years,
any compauy can be estublished to corapete with
the Mining Association. The bill under conside-
ration gives the company all they require, and,
as 1 have remarked, places them in terms a thou-
#and per cent better than they were before,

Hou. Cuay, Cavrserr.—I lislened with great
pleasure, Mr. Speaker, to the specch made by the
hon. member for Inverness last evening. I felt
both pleased and proud to witness such a display
ol oratory in the house. After all, however, he
reenied undecided how to vote, and notwithstand-
ing the papers submitted on the subject, con-
cerning the coal left outside the rescrvations,
kuowing the subject so well as he did, he should
have thought ol those doubts previously, and
should Lave suggested cxamination before the
delegates went to England.  This is not the time
to do so. The member for Vicloria says thal
there are not valuable mines beyond the com-
paoy’s lives. I ditfer with bin ; I have taken
deep jnterest in the question, and know that at
Liugan there ave large and valuable tracts. The
arrangement before the house gives the same
liberty to the people that the Mining Association
has there. At Little Bras Q°Orv pits of coal,
worked by the Mining Association, are left open
by this arraugement to private persons or com-
pavics.  Beside these, there are private pits there
which have been worked for years. Al Bonlar-
derie are pits where coal is extracted every year
ub the north side of Bras @’0r also, coal pits have
been opened. At Mabou coal deposits are visi
ble ; also at River Where 1s the use in
talking about particular boundary lines, while
the island of Cape Breton is one body of minerals,
consisting of coal, iron, slate, gypsum, and other
articles, and silver and gold for what I know.
What is £3000 a year compared with the Pro-
vinee being confined as it is now, when a man
can scarcely iake a stone from his fields without
committing trespass, except by forhearance of the
Association? The learned gentleman probably
would rejoice at having one of us in his clutches
for trespass under present arrangements, . If we
have wealth in our own soil we should bave com-
wand of it; and use it if we'can. . 1 wonder, sir,

how any one can find difficulty in making up his
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mind on this question. The member for Inver-
ness says that the proposed seitlement would
canse o loss of about £1000 a year, for which
the present generation would derive little advan-
tage. But if we are off the stage when the full
benefit is obtained, let us leave o legacy to our
children,—let us leave them in a free country,
the owners of its scil, and not bondsmen even for
the sake of £5000 or £6000 a year. If the mine-
rals of Cape Breton alone be turned to good ac-
count, the increase of trade may quadruple the
£6000 a year. People now leave the country
secking profitable employment, while the mate-
rials of abundant wealth are within its own bor-
ders. I need not expatiate; the member for In-
verness bimself has stated those advantages in
stronger language than I can,

(Hon. Mr. C. read from the Journals the views
formerly expressed by Hon. Mr. Young, con-
cerning the value of the privileges sought, and
the right of the Association to reasonable re-
serves around their mines.)

Have ihey obtained more than that by the
arrangement *—more than they require for sa-
tisfactory operations? Would you take frem
ther that which they have enjoyed for the last
thirty years? The chief direction to the pro-
posed scttlement secms to be the question of con-
tinuing rent, while the royalty is reduced. If
so, that might be arrauged by continuing the
£3000 a year rent, and rewmoving the royalty,
and thus relieve exports of that species of taxa-
tion. Certainly I belicve the people, if they
worked the mines themselves, would not
pay a tax on the export of their own products.
The member for Inverness says that England
pays a coal duty ; but Great Britain has scarcely
cnough of coal for its own purposes, and in i
few years may be expected to altogether stop
exportation of the article. What, let me ask,
bas made Scotland the country that it is?. The
soil is as rugged and the climate as severe as
that of Nova Scotia. Why, then, is she the envy
of the nations of the globe? There they obtain
timber, and iron, and coal, from the land; and
they carry on various manutactures by these,—
and now that the timber is reduced, they build
magnificent iron ships. What is to prevent
Nova Scolia from following her example? We
have iron, and coal, and timber also. Let.us do
away with the monopoly, if it cost £10,000 a
year,—reduce or abolish the royalty tax, and do
not keep the people in much more suspense about
this question. It is only wasting time. The ar-
guments used on both sides are well kunown, and
are not likely to influence any member’s opi-
nion. I bave made up my mind that the ar-
rungement made is a good bargain for Nova
Scotis. But if it be not, we arc bound to také it
as it ig, for good or forevil. I take it the whole’
matter is really settled ; and gentlemen are only
speaking for the public papers, without . the
slightest hope of carrying out their views. If is
mere display and flourish, We have been hero
dchating this question for a week, and -have
heard just four speeches. Now [ put it-to the
house whether it is right to misspend our time,
while the business of the country .is suffering for -
waat of our ecarly and immediate attention.- - -

Hon. Mr, Howr,—If that is not & subject wor- -
thy - of being -debated, avd of, meeting with ju-
tense attention, then there has nob been onein
the history of the province. Lo T

add L
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Dr. Browx.—What is the good of delay ?

Hon. Mr, Howe.—To study the questionj to
agcertain whether we are about to- do what is
right. We are not so certain that all arc going
to vote for the hill, The time is not wasted.
We listened attentively to the member for Inver-
ness last evening ; let bis speech be answered be-
fore you pass to another subject.

Hon. Provinciar Srcrerary.—The determi-
nation of the question scems to depend very much
upon circumstances; if I may form a judgment
from indications of gentlemen opposite, and {from
what fell last evening from the leader of the op-
position, the contingency is yet difficult to solve.
After the remarks, sir, which have been made by
the hon, member for Horton, I intend to be brief,
and not to claim much of the attention of the
house on a question which has been so amply dis-
cussed. Other members also have been longer
agquainted with the subject than myself, and arc
hetter prepared to do justice to its merits. I
listened, sir, with attention, to the speech of the
leader of the opposition yesterday atlernoon, but
I felt that that speech, great as it was, important
as was the subject under consideration, would not
favorably compare with other cfforts of the hon.
and leartied member. He felt embarrassed with
the question, owing to the relative position which
he occupied on it, as comparcd with former
discussions, It is well known, sir, that on
the change of government in 1857, one of
the first acts of the Attorncy General was
to resign connection with the Mining Associn-
tion as their solicilor. e had occasional-
Iy been retained by them ; he held views dif-
ferent from the majority of this housc on this
question; but he felt it due to the people of the
provinee toalter his position in refercnce to ihe
company. It is well known also, that when a
member of the legal profession ceases to take a
retainer from a client, he may be immediately
retained upon the opposile side; and his services
be as much at the command of the new client as
they were of the former. The hion. and fearned mem-
ber for Inverness seems to have changed his posi-
tion on ihis question with equal facility, When
il was decided by the Legislature that delegates
should proceed to lingland, for the solution of
this guestion, it becmne expedient and proper that
the views of both sides of the house should be
properly rcpresented. - The government, there-
fore, sclected as onc delegate the leader of the
government—and as another, a gentleman of the
opposition, prominent as representing the views
of the majority of this house. After the {esti-
meny borne by the hon. and learned member for
Colchester, one of the delegates. concerning the
zeal and abilily cvinced by the Attorney General,
for the satisfactory settlement of this question,
and the eagerness with which he contended for
our interests, nothing mmore need be =aid on that
point, no matter what his position was previously,
The moment he was engaged as & delegate on he-
half of the people of Nova Scotia. he gave,
with his colleague, his ¢kill and cnergics for the
awecomplishment of the desired settlement. The
occagion appeared pecaliarly favorable: the Bri-
tish government were anxious that the ditficully
in which they were placed, by the passage of {he

civil list Lill, should be removed 5 and they were

prepared to make sacrifices for that. purpose.
Dificulties also cxisted with ihe representalives

ol the Duke of York, and theyrand the "Associa-
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tion also, were willing to surrender some portion
of their legal claims lo efleet a fair adjustment,
The basis of operations was, that the question

.should be approached in a spirit of mutual com-

promige and concession,

T listened attentively, sir, to the lucid and
eloquent appeal made by one of the delegates,
the member for Colchester. Inthat speech many
facts were placed beforc us, suscinctly and
clearly, Hec proved that the delegates were not
restricted as regards the exact terms of the set-
tlement ; and showed that the letter of the mem-
her for Inverness, which was taken as part of the
basis of instructions, had heen accepted by the
legislature, subject to such modifications as the
Governor and Councif should sce fit to adopt.
The legislature did not bind the government to
any express terms laid down ; and that view was
carricd out by the address which the lenrned
member for Colchester had the honor of moving
in 1856. To appoint delegates under any other
circumstances would be froitless; they could
only accomplish what correspondence would ef-
fect,—crquire whether cerfain terms would be
accepted. The address had heen put before the
company, and its terms were not accepted. The
legislature anthorised the appointment of dele-
gates to go to England for the purpose of effect-
ing a scttlement by certain modifications, The
lIearned member for Colchester then addressed
himself to ihe consideration of the discontinu-
ance of the monopoly, and the substantial advan-
tages of ihe arrangement. He proved conelu-
sively to the house that not only had they suc-
ceeded in frecing all our mineral resources,
except coal, fran allrestriction, but that valuable
workable coal flelds were under this arrangement
left to the province, by which wholesome com-
petition would be introduced and the monopoly
destroyed : that the Mining Association had been
restricted within reasonable limits. He shewed
that a much smaller arca had been given at Pie-
tou than was considered fair by a scientific gen-
tleman there who bhad taken the most prominent
part against the Association. The house had
been informed that our delegates had not only
the general information that is extant upen our
coal fields at their command, but that they were
aided by Mr. Poole, who had been formerly
working these mines for the Association, but who
had now no conncction with them, It is quite
true that there is not the exact information with
reference to our mines that a scientific explora-
tion of our country would give; yet our del:-
gates had been careful to coufine the arcas of he
Association to such limits as would leave an
abundant ficld for competition. At Piclon the
oulcrop of the coal, as shewn by Mr, Dawson,
extended far beyond the limits of the arca al-
lowed. At Cumberland the continuation of the
scam, now worked at the Joggins, effered equal
facilities for working at the River Herbert, where .
the same vein beyond the limits of the arca was
now worked by Mr. Barnes, in the vicinity of a
good navigation, and the coal equal, if nob su-
perior, in qualily. A continuation of the same
scam had been discovered near Amherst, and an
application from gentlemen to open' it was now.
lying, with wmany others of the same kind from
various paris of the province, iu the Secretary’s. -

oflice, waiting the ratification of this arrangés

ment. At Spring Hill, although a largo améun:
of meney had been expended « By the Assooiatioh:
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in making explorations, it was not yet known
that there was o workable mine or coal ficld thab
wonld warrant the expenditare of the .£100,000
that would he required 10 open it and eonvey
‘(e coal to market. - A coal bed had been dis-
covered. bul the extent was not known., If Mr.
Dawson’s conjecturces are correct, its limits will
not he confined to the arca allowed by this agree-
ment, One thing is certain, after all the money
expended by ihe Association, they refused to
open it upon receiving notice ; and the partics
who thus oblained the right, had allowed years
fo pass without expending a shilling even in
examination.  In Cape DBrelon the delegates
have submitted incontestible proof that the most
abundant opportunity for competition has been
secured, and the mouopoly effectually destroyed
by « most valusble coal ficld being retained to
the province. ‘
For my own part, siv, I believe that the pic-
tures drawn for wmany years past, on the other
«ide of this house, with reference to our vast
mineral wealth and resources are true. I believe
that the day is not very remote when our small
country, possessing as it does the same inexhaus-
tible mines of coal, iron, limestone, and other use-
ful wincrals, as arce found in the British Tslands,
will hold the same relative position to America
that they do to the continent of Earope—that in
fact we shall become a vast manufacturing mart
for this side of the Aflantic. Our geographical
position, as also our geological formation, gives
us the same advantages. The next important
feature Lo which the bon. delegale from Colehes-
ter addressed himself, and I tbink salisfactorily
seitled, was that which relates to our revenue, to
the amount of royally surrendered by us for the
advantages gained.  He proved conclusively that
in addition to the amount of royalty offered by
the address of 1856, less had been conceded than
the duty paid on slack coal. The duty on slack
coal this house bad felt il right to demand while
the Associution retained fast hold of all our mine-
raly, and demanded the exact fullilment of their
legal rights; yet he stated that it was rever
considered Lo sland upon the same basis as the
royalty on round coal. That the same views were
cntertained by the hon. member for Inverness, is
evidenl from his speech in 1856, when in speak-
ing of the mode in which this question should he
approached, he used the following words :—
“The Crown officers has, however, thrown oul
a strong opinion in favor of the cquitics attach-
Ing to the Mining Association. In the two letiers
which have passed between myself and the Secre-
tary of Slate, he has intimated it as his opinion—
which has Leen confirmed by the law officers—
that we ought not to enforce royalty to the full
extent to which we are legally entitled. By the
Jease, according to its strict literal and legal con-
struction. we may exact the royalty on all coal
raised—they think we should ask it only on coal
sold, and it will be for the house, in its future
legislation, to determine whether it would be wise
or 1o to yicld to this suggestion.”
wé{‘he ﬁ.rln.oment,, therefore, that the Association
; ][‘? willing {0 relinquish their demand for the
utliiment of the lease and agreement of the
Sl‘o“zn; O:m} yield up a large part of the posscs-
lon 1o wlpch in virtue of such title they were
en:‘.xLied, it wag felt that the royalty on slack
3(()3%1} cct%ldfnot prcﬁcrly bg enforced.  The hon.
gf} ' Irom chester, having thus. shewn
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that by this arrangement the mounopoly has been
destroyed,—great and substantinl advantages ac-
quired for the province,—but little of our re--
venue given up that was not offered by the mem-
ber for Inverness himself—and that largely

overbalanced by the expansion of  trade whici‘;f
must follow removing restrictions from it,-—may

well ask his {riends on that side of the house.if

they were sincere in the views they have been

for years enforcing on the country. The hon.

member for [uverness need not profess astonish-

ment that the amount of revenuc to be given up

is so large. When he wrote his letter in 1854,

upon whieh all this bas been founded, he said that

the £2000 which he proposed 1o surrender would

soon Dbe £5000. He well knew and estimated

the gradual expansion of trade ; and with this

additional resiriction removed, may we not con-

fidently hope that his views will be sustained—

that the increased operations of the Association

will fully compensate for any supposed loss?

Sir, able as the speech which was delivered by
the Lon. member for Inverness was—adorned by

his usual rhetorieal cloguence—distinguished as

he is as a special pleader, it was neither .consist-

ent with the statements formerly made here by

him, nor was it sound or tenable, Somewhat

like the honlle. Attorney General, he felt he was
standing upon new ground, and that his
former position was not a little cmbarrassing.—

He did not grapple with this question with the

vigor exhibited in his former eiforts in days gone
bye. The hon. member for Inverness, in the

somewhat singular address with which he favored

the house the other night, frequently reiterated

the asscrtion that he was sincerc—that he wag
candid. 1 will not for a momenl ¢uestion the

fact. I will supposc that he discussed this sub-
ject with his usual candor, yet I think the mem-

bers of this house, naturally looking to one. of
its oldest and most experienced members for di-

rection, have some right Lo complain that those

upon whom they rely change their views so ire-

cuently. The question of the hon. member for
Digby last night, when the hon. member conclud-

ed his speech by imploring this house to pause

and refuse to ratily this arrangement for another

year, yet declared that he had not made up his

ind whether 1o support or oppose the delegates,

was not irrelevant.  Well might he ask whoether

in the cvent of his voling against this agreement

he might not find the hon. sir. Young sitting op-

posite supporting the delegation. .

I, sir, bave some reason to complain of the
versatility of the bhon. member for toverness on
this question. When that bon. gentleman,in1856,
first introduced the hill, which was to confirm the
loase Lo the Mining Association, to this house, he
did it in the following language, which left ne
doubt on-my mind that he intended to suppori
it and pass it into a law, as will he seen on the
52nd page of the debates of 1856 1— o

“ Hon. Atty. General said:—The last packet
did being certain despaiches and the draft of a
lease, which will be laid on the table of the house
in the course of a fow days. I would be the last
person to undecvalue the extreme importance of
this subject, or to delay its investigation,

“The documents to which T alinde contain an
appeal to the sense of justice of this house; and.
asks the assenl of'the legislatuve to acts, which. I

cannot help thinking, will be in the last degree

distasteful to wany hen. gentlemen bere, .and
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which nolhing but a strong overbearing sense of
justice will indace them to support.”

Well, sir, I voted to send this bill, which was
thus declared by the then Atty. General to be
supported by ¢ a strong overbearing sense of jus-
tice,” to a committee, thal it might be seen how
far it carried out the agreements by which, all
admitted, we were legally and equitably bound:
Tor doing this—for thus adopting these views of

" the leader of the government of that doy—I was
denounced by that gentleman to my constituents,
and declared by him to be unworthy of their sup-
port; and to tell the truth, in that memorable
campaign, I often wished the hon. gentleman who
gave me a good deal of trouble, anywhere else.
Notwithstanding this experience, I was again led
away by the eloguence of the hon. member for
Inverness, and once more became his humble fol-
lower. Durving the last session he addressed to
this house the following stirring appeal, to which
I regret I cannot do justice even in reading. Tlis
principal anxiety al that timewasg, that if achange
of government ensued, these important questions
would be postponed, and our mineral resources
remain uander the same galling restriction they
had hiiberto done—that the people would be pre-
vented {rom cnjoying their inalienablerights, and
continue to oceupy the degrading posilion of
owning aothing but the dust bencath their fect :—

“TWhat,” said he, “is to hecome of the Mines
and Minerals; that question requires vigorous,
yet delicate handling.  The course whbich a ma-
jority of this housc iz desirous to pursue, has
been actively opposed by the hon. and learncd
member for Annapolis, and encountered serious
obstacles in the mother country. It would ve-
quire the united and combined interest of every

© trae 1iberal in the province to secure to this peo-
ple their sacred and inalienable rights. Tn New
Brunswick an act has pagsed atffirming the true
Dritish principle, that the mines and minerals
should in all cases belong to the owners of the
soil ; the policy which we should pursue is iden-
tical with theive. What is it that has laid the
foundation of many a splendid fortune in the
mother country ? When last in England T visi-
ted Bangor, that I might study and admire those
stupendous monuments of cngineering  skill
which the genius of Stephenson has casi across
the Menai Straits. But the modern rastle of
Penrhyn, in the immediate neighbourshood, al-
most as enduring and massive as the old Baro-
nial structure ot Warwick, was to me an object
of almost equal admiration. 1 looked upon its
proud battlements, its ivy-covered walls, its mag-
nificent approach, and learned that the enormous
wealth which created it all was the product of a
Welsh mine. And why should not the same
principle extend to Nova Scotian? The constitu-
tional right of the proprietors of the soil to the
enjoyment of these privileges is nudoubted, as to
has existed for ages in Eogland, as it has been
adopted in New Brunswick, so shonld it beeome
the law of the land in Nova Scotia.”’ "

Cavried away, «ir, by this appeal. T at once
deelared that T would aid him 1o the best of my
ability in carrying any practical measure, having
such desirable resulls in view, Judge then, sir,
my astonishment when a bill to accomplish as
far as possible these ohjects in submitied by the
hon. Atty. General, I hear the bon. member for
Inverness almost characterise it as worthless'and

nuworthy our attention! I nican uothing offen-
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give, slr, when I say that the speech delivereq
yesterday hy the ITon. Mr. Young reminded me
of a criticism I have reen upou a book. The
critic said it contained some new things angd
some true things ; bul the new things were not
true, and the trae things were not new. So, sir,
I think that when the new matter which the hon,
gentleman says he has just discovercd comes to
be examined, it will be fonnd not teue 5 and thag
portion of his specch which may be relied on
may be found almost verbatim in the Reporter
of 1856,

Trank and candid as the hon. member has de-
clared that he is on this question, is it not possi.
ble his interests may blind his judgment,
when he is called to part with a question that hag
formed a favorite batile gronnl and a party cry
for years? When reminded of his former views
and declarations on this subjeet, and his avowed
principles with reference to removing restric-
tions on trade, he has suddenly discovered that
coal diflers from all other substances, and  that it
pays a royalty all over the world, Why, sir,
does the hon. member mean to tell us that it pays
a rent or royalty in any other senge than gyp-
sum, or limcslone, or any other mineral, or, in
fact. than the soil itself? Where then, I ask, is
the diflerence? None can he shewn. The mem-
ber for Inverness says, that his letter of 1854 and
the address of 1856, did not contemplate giving
up the rent.  Surely he must admit, that to carin
onl his own propesition, to lease coal mines to
other parlics on the same terms exacted from the
Association, involved the rent being merged in
the royalty. The speeeh of the hon, member pre-
eented an unusnal mass of contradictions. Inone
breath he told us that the conduct of the Mining
Association had heen such, in this negotiation,
that his mouth was forever closed against them
as monopolists. In the next, he described them
as having taken most unfair advantage of this
Province in the weight at which they sold coal,
by which we sustained a loss of over £1000 per
anuum—declared that the monopoly was as grind-
ing as ever, and that the arrangement was fatal
to the interests of Nova Scotin. L this was the
way in which thghon. gentleman talked when his
motth was closed, it wvould be matter of curiosk-
ty to know what he would say if it were open.—
This was but mere declamation, unsustained by
proof. The question of weight was not new, it
had been discussed and sctiled, and if it were, a8
stated by Mr. Young, it would effectually des-
troy his chavacter as a public man, for who but
himself was to blame for the neglect. A large
array of fallicious figures had been produced, 10
shew what we would loose when this frade was
largely expanded, hut if there isany truth in the
views of trade which have been submitted from
that side of the house, this very expansion will be
promoted by decreasing the restriction upon our
exports, Competition will be induced—the price
of coal will be reduced to our people, and the
increased operations will leave our revenue but
slightly deereased. If, by these arrangenients, our
exports are {brought, as is stated, to half a mil-
lion chaldrons, it is right that we should consider
our cnormous gain, instead of dwelling upon the
other side of the picture. It has been admitted,
¢hat if this arrangement does not differ materially -
from the address of 1836, we are bound io- Honor .
to aceept it. That’poineﬁwgﬂ 1 think,~fully,
been established by ‘the dele .téﬁ‘,*a“nd :I“w}i (23
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the couniry will hail with satisfaction the termi-
pation of this dispute. by which our lands will be
relieved from degrading restrictions—our indus-
trial vesources from a c¢lose monopoly, and our
trade from an oppressive restriction. When the
“hon. membcer for Inverness finds that those who
have acted with him, were really sincere in the
views they had so ably advocated for years back,
he would probably conclude that the arrangement
was not =0 nnfavorable after all. If the bargain
was nob favorable to our interests, no man bad
more to answer for than the hon member himself,
as the whole thing had resulted from his agita-
tion; and L hope, sir, he will not be muach longer
in doubt Lhow to vote, but conclude to sustain the
agrecnment, and thus share the credit to which he
is justly entitled.

[listened, sir, with much attention when, at
the conclusion of tlie speech of the hon. member
tor [nverucss, the hon. member for Windsor arose,
I =oon found that that hon. member was as sus-
ceplible of the eloguence of the leader of the op-
position as myself. Instcad of scizing with a
aiant™ grasp the subtle sophistries.with which
this guestion had heen surrounded, and brushing
away the antiquated cobwebs with which it bad
heen enveloped, to my surprise I found that his
faith had been shaken in the opinions he has from
time to time advocated with so much confidence
here,  No one can have forgotten that when this
very delegation was under discussion last vear,
Mr. I{owe ridiculed the idea of having any roy-
alty at all, declared that it could be viewed in
no other light than an export duty; and said
thal royally might with the same propriety be
taxed upon the potatoes or turnips as they come
out of the ficld, as upon coals at the pit’s mouth.
It will vemain, siv, to he scen whether the adve-
cates of free trade have themselves really believed
the principles they have so zealously enunciated ;
if' so, this house will with great unanimity endorse
the actions of our delegates, and thus satistacto-
rily setlle a question involvipg the prosperity
:Lmdbadvancoment, of our country to a great ex-
ent.

Ton. Mr, Hows.—The hon. Provincial Secre-
tary seems anxious to have the opinion of
the member for Windsor, who is not in the
habit of concealing his opinions on this or any
otl_xer subject. Far be it from me, sir, to conceal
opinions which I am bound to give to members of
this house, to my own constituents, and to the
country; to those who look to us all for the frank
and free discussion of every public question. I
Iay remark, that if such a question as that before
the house is to be settled by such speeches as we
have heard to-day, it is about time that we were
all sent about our business, and that the people
sent others here, to deal with 'subjects of com-
manding importance. Does the hon. Provincial
Secretary believe that the men who are here, are
so difficient in judgment, that they are to consider
the member for Inverness answered by such exhi-
bitions as we have had to-day? I'do not say
that my hon. friend from Colchester cannot
answer him, I do not say that the Att’y General
may not again bring his acuteness and ingenuity,
his long_familiarity with the subject, to bear upon
the subject.—but let not the member for Horton
suppose that the subject is exhausted, or that it
will pass with' an unanimous voice as he wishes,;
Lgt not the Provincial Secretary imagine that the
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speeches of to-day furnish an answer to the lumi-
nous, I may say ‘magnificent, argument: of 'last
evening.” I feel that that fine effort should have
escaped the taunt of the Provineial Secretary.: E
am not one of the blind followers of the member
for Inverness. - I have often differed with him,
and with his late brother, who exerted his talents
for yearson this subject. I sometimes ' differed
with them as to the action that should be taken
on it; I always differed as to the value of the
Company’s operations. The member for Inver-
nees sometimes commits fanlts, and falls into
errors, but the Provincial Secretary might have
spared his taunts, and spared his reference. also
to the changed position of the ‘Attorney General.
All felt when that gentleman came forward and
said that he had thrown up the retainer of the
Association, that he wus free to adopt any other
course of conduet, and was by no means disquali-
fied to engage in this question; and I presume he
did, as delegate, give honourable, faithful and
valuable services to the duty with which he wdg
charged, a3 did his learned colleague. But let
not the Provincial Secrctary, I say, again taunt
the member for Inverness; we know what he hag
done and said on these questions for the last 20
years, He has been the ¢ unfeed counsellor> of
the country, maintaining public interests ¢n thig
question, in every great debate, until it has been
brought to the position in which we find it now.
I say nothing to lesson the standing which the
leader of the government emjoys ; he has ‘acted
as a man of high character would, called to
the homour of conducting a government. - The
ditference between the men however may be sim-
ply illusirated. Daniel 0’Conneil fought for 20
years for Catholic Emancipation, when the Duke
of Wellington could not arrest the march of events,
he possed the act himself. To whom was the
gratitude of Irishmen due? So, if the Minesand
Minerals question is brought to a position of advan-
tage, the credit rests with the man who for twerty
years fought it up, so that almost any one could
1n 1857 advance it another stage. Richard Cob-
den fought for the repeal of the Corn Laws for
10 or 15 years against Sir Robert Peel, maintain-
ing the rights and interests of the people on that
question, until Sir Robert, rather than lose office;
carried the Corn Laws, ag the Attorney General
here is disposed to carry this.- But no one would
on balancing the services of those two men set
Cobden on the same level with 'the minister:
If the hon. Aitorney General has arranged this
question with the Association, if he hasa majority
to force it on the country, is there s man who
would taunt the member for Inverness, who has
devoted almost a life to its investigation and ad-
vance? No. Divide the blame or the praise
fairly among wus all. Let the man who ‘has
laboured for the public have fiir acknowledge-
nment of his labours, There'is not &' man in the
Asgembly who'did not listen with delight to the
speech made last evening, He defended his posi-
tion before the House and the country without
using one unkind, ungenerous, or offensive word,
What is the question'now'? - The Provincial Secre-
tary said that I oughtto arise and exclaimji— -
Awsy with rent and royslty; that Ioughtto .
make over agsin - the speech which I made last.
session. | Liét me’call his'attention, Lowever; t6 a ‘
specch -thade ‘sibce: then. 'What' gilys” the: first

[
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financial officer of the government concerning the
state of the country? He told you that £50,000
aré required to pay the interest of the railway
expenditure.; that you increased by £4,000 the
vote for education last ssssion,—and that the
road vote must be reduced one half to meet the
changed circumstances. He said also that the
Receiver General found it difficult to keep afloat
the £15,000 of paper last issued ; that in the
present aspect of commercial affairs the revenue
might be expected to fall off ; and that the pre-
sent tariff of duties i3 so pearly on a par with
that of Canada, that little change can be effected

“in our favour. In Cabada each inhabitant pays
about 10s. 6d., in Nova Scotla 8s. 9d. The Finan-
cial Secretary went on to show that while you
had to reduce one half of your rood vote, you can
only put an addittional half penny on tea, and a
penny on sugar. If I wished to make again the
speech of last session, my mouth was closed ;
when the government thus came down, said that
mony was required, that the limit of taxation had
been reached, and that the road vote should be
reduced, I might well deny that we could afford
to sacrifice £4,000 a year without some hesitation.
I may be inconsistent,—but we ought to expect
from a government of & country something like
congistency,—something like a thread of common
sense and reagon, running thro’ what they ex-
press from day to day.

Concerning monopoly, some gentlemen speak
ag if this was the first the world ever saw, and
that, therefore, there was much difficulty in deal-
ing withit. Let me remark that I believe the
bill of the learned Member for Colchester, which
is now on the statute book, goes far towards
remhedying the Mining monopoly. I think, that
when it passed, and after a year’s notice, private
parties might work minesif the Association would
not, the existing monopoly was to a great extent
destroyed. Debates have been referred to, I
turned to an old volume to.day of British parlia-
mentary debates, which gives some curious in-
stances of monopoly,—and are we so simple here,
as not to know that we may pass an act to-morrow
to abate this monopoly, if it really exists. We
are not bound to pass this bill on the hard terms
now pressed for,~—those who say g0, may he sup-
posed ignorant of history, ignorant of the rights
of the Legislature, ignorant of the precedents ac-
cumulated in the mother country. Had they no
monopolists there? Down to Elizabeth and the
first James, monopolists had been granted by the

- crown for almost every purpose. The Duke of
York obtained the Mines of Nova Scotia by virtue
of an old prerogative, which had been exercised a
thousand times to the injury of the British peo-
ple. There was a monopoly for taking pilchards,
—sanother for -supplying sweet wines,—another
for making leather breeches,—and another for
keeping inns ; every branch of business found
itself thus hampered down to the period
wheén the people obtained independence enough
to deal with such arrangements. I turn to an
old debate, and the Attorney Goneral will not
dispute the authority there given. (Mr. Howe
read opinions represented by Sir Edward Coke,
relating to Engiish monopolies.) Thus it was in
England, a3 it is now in Nova Scotia concerning
the Minerals, until public opinion drove mono-
polista from their position, How did the House of
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Commons deal with these matters? Did they
send to negotiate with the monopolists-? to . enter
into treaties with them? No. They ' restrained
the prerogative, they passed acts of Parliament,
and abolished such privileges, Tell me that ‘an
act of ours, to that effect, would not be passed by
the Imperial government ! It would not be half
so difficult to meddle with such demands, as it
was to deal with the clergy reserves, and the
Seignorial tenures of Canada, which have been
gettled and disposed of by acts of the Canadian
Parliament. I start with that principle. Bound
by , honor are we to take this arrangement?
No, neither by honor or by legal obligations.
We sent home to treat with the Association. It
has been said that the delegates were not tied to
terms. No, who would go if they were? 1 res-
pect the delegates too much to believe that they
would have gone if they were so limited. Our
message, if that were the case, could have gone as
well by post. They were sent to negotiate, snd
we are now told that the negotiation is final. The
learned member for Colchester did not venture to
say that ;~——the Attorney General did not, in
express terms ; but it has been the gist of the
argument throughout, that we had entered into &
negotiation, and now it must be final! The
Senate of the United States reserves to itself the
right to pass on every treaty with a foreign country
The President may commission an ambassader,
and send him away to arrange a treaty with
Portugal. He comes back with the results, but
then the senate has the right to pass on the ques-
tion. So have we theright to passon this; and to
reject or adopt, as we think wise, for the good of
the country, Lord John Russcll was sent to
Vienna {0 negociate a peace. He entered on the
negociation, and a point was arrived at where he
thought the interests of the country he represent-
ed would be served by accepting the terms. e
returned. The Parliament did not like the terms,
and although questions of great moment, they
declined the arrangement, the war went on, and
the result was that Sebastopol was captured, an
honourable peace was effected, and England stood
much higher than if she had accepted the terms
of that negociation. I might give another simple
illustration :—Suppose a merchant offer 500 bar-
rels of flour for five dollars a barrel, and that the
person to whom the offer is made goes away snd
does not accept, is the holder of the article bound
by his former terms, at a subsequent period,
when the markets have risen? Assuredly not.
So we offered the mining company terms in 1856
which they did not accept; and again in 1857,
and the terms were not then accepted, are we to
be still bouud by them? In 1857, instead of
accepting, they offer terms of their own, Wwhich
brought by our delegates, are here for ratification.
Are we, therefore, hound to accept ? No. When
the merchant turns his back on the offer, it ceases;
if the offer be renewed, and the holder sends his
clerk and makes an srrangement, conditional on
ten' days consideration, is he therefore bound to
deliver the flour, no matter what changes in the -
markets occurred,in the interim? ,Npa ;.:315‘
may be off the bargain if he wishes, So withus, .
even if the Company come much nearer gux ferms
we are at liberty at this moment to.accep!
gative if we please. We are told sboul’
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what then are we about to do?. From'this source
of revenue we have reccived during the last four
years £44,000. Last year it twas upwards of
£10,000. But we are asked, what are £10,0007?
Well, if we ave pressed for revenue agis said, 10
or £11,000 to be obtained from thissource, would
pay the interest on  £200,000 of our bonds, ex-
pended ' in milyvays. Is there any one here pre-
pared to view lightly the surrenc}er of a source of
revenue, so permancnt, so easily colleeted, so
certain, as thig is, for the settlement of the ques-
tion just now? The Provincial Secretary seems
doubtful as to how the member for Inverness is
guing to vote. 1 can say how I am going to vote,
1 did not make up my mind until I heard state-
ments and arguments here. But now I confess
that my vote will not be given to fasten this
arrangement on the country. IfI be out-voted I
can not help that, let others take the credit or
responsibility. I will not, at this financial crisis,
a8 1t is called, throw away this source of revenue,
when I see no means of supplying it. I stated
some opinions last year concerning the difference
© between export and import duty, and would
greatly prefer to carry out the principle, and
collect the revenue we require upon import du-
lies alone. But the Financial Secretary says,
that the times are such, that this sourse will not
yicll the required returns ; and I will not run
this risk of hazarding the credit of the country if
the means are not at hand. If we are to return
back to old journals and debates, I might furnish
the Provincial Secretary with some curious in-
stances of inconsistency on the other side. We
listened to the Attorney General recently talking
of & grinding monopoly from which we were to be
freed. T could not help smiling at his remarks,
although 1 did not admire the mode in which he
acquitted himself. The learned member for Col-
chester spoke as & man of husiness, and gave the
results of hig calculations. 'The Attoruey General
went beyond, I think he might have been satis-
fied with giving a statement of the delegation, and
the settlement proposed, and not have occupied
days in giving a history of the past, in taunting
the member for Inverness, who, up to that time,
had taken no part in the debate. What will
the Tlouse say to this? (M. Howe read from the
Journals a resolution moved by the Solicitor
Geveral, and voted for by the Attorney General
awl Provineinl Secretary.) The gentlemen are
very eloquent now on a monopoly, what did they
sty 18567  (Mr. Howe read opinions expressed
concerning ahaternent of the monopoly by the act
0f1853.) “If that was the language of gentlemen
opposite then, with what face can they come now,
and exaggerate the grinding monopoly which
they denied bad no cxistence. I conld not help
swiling to hear the Attorney General telling of
the claim of the Mining Association to the coal,
and ivon, and gypsum, and slate, and other Mines
and Minerals, under our soil. I hope when the
learned member himself gets under ground,
will uot become petrified, else the company may
awn hm after his death, having owned him nearly
all the time he was above ground. (Laughter.)
d'he Provincial Sceretary said that the Attorney
Ueneral threw up the brief of ‘the _company last
HOSSION 5 Why, sir, when s man takes a brief from
the country,”as one of its representatives, bis

PARLIAMENEARY DEBATES.

duty hore is to deal with questions irrospective of

55

other  conslderations than the general welfare.

I hope the learned gentleman so acted, and I give
him credit for 'preserving his integrity:;: The'
Provineial Secretary reproached our publio-men
for not previously discovering the short paymerits
made by the Association. I take my share in-tho'
blame, if blame attaches,—but what of himsélf?’
He was a member of the Legislature for two years;
and of the government for one, why did not he
find it out,—why leave it to the member for Inver.’
ness to bring it to the notice of the House, and of
the country? I now ask gentlemen all around,
if this Association have knowingly so acted, “have’
we not reason to be exceedingly ¢autious in future
in our actions with them? Instead of taking &

Jjump in the dark, should we not come untram-

melled to the settlement, and look the question
deliberately in the face ? Let us see that when
we make an arrangement, we are not overreached:
and deceived. The question came on me by
surprise ; I was not aware that we had a right ‘to
claim any other measure than that given.  The
House should be cautious, else it may have cause
to repent. There is reason why we should pause,
and not treat the question hastily or lightly, '

I come now to & point in which the entire mat-
ter to a great extent turns. We offered to give

the Association the right to the mines they occupg,
with reasonable areas around the pits. What do

they ask? Why, sir, if party ties did not operate

on this question, if gentlemen opposite were not
combined by the influence of government would'

they not say that the area demanded should not

be yiclded by any Nova Scotian. I blame not the
learned gentleman from Colchester who went: ag
delegate.
side, and placed, a stranger in London, opposed

If any other man were taken from-this

on the question by the British Government and:

the General Mining Company, called on to exer--
cisc his own judgement, and assumed serious res
sponsibility, he might well be expected to be
sensible to the new influences, and to be not very
successful in his negotiations. I take for granted
that both delegates acted according to what they
thought best for the country, that they conducted
themselves faithfully, eye to eye, and obtainéd the
best terms they could,—still we are here to-day,
to deal finally with the question, and we shounld
enquire carefully what we are asked to “yield, -
what to ratify and complete. I examined Daw~
son’s geology of the Province in reference to this
subject, and the question appears to me to He
in a nut shell. We offered the Company s reason<
able area for the working of the mines, & reduction
of duty to sixpence a chaldron, and to ask of the
Legislature to carry these views into operation.
How do they meet our proposal ? By asking' un-
reasonable areas, a reduction of the royalty to 4d.
—ithe entire abolition of rent,—and Spring Hill
mine, in the centre of the fine County of Cumber-
land, which, if obtained, will, I believe, be closed,
up to the termination of their lease. Dawson’s cdl-
culation is, that a square mile of cosl, sich as that
in Pictou County, will yield 28 millions of tons,
The company, as had keen shewn by the member
for' Inverness, has. raised. about -1;500,000 tons = |
during 30 years ; ‘but they ask thewxightin Pictou
alone of locking up fromi the Province shout 92
millions of tons for'29-years ! They-ask about't2
square miles in-Nova Scotia proper; indépendent
iof Gape’Breton.” These mdy cortdin>
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800,000,000 of tons. The arreas claimed in that
Island may contain as much.more. I say not a
word to place the delegates in a false position ;
I am ready to Dbelieve that they dischar-
ged their duty to the best of their ability,—L
do not come to the conclusion arrived at by the
Attorney General on Monday evening, that the
rejecticn of this would at all indicate that we
thought the two gentlemen either fools or scoun-
drels ; I know they arc not the former, and do not
Dbelieve that they are the latter. Ifthe proposition
be lost, they will stand no lower than they do now,
—they conducted the question with skill aud in-
tegrity,—but I may safely jump to the conclusion,
that if we accept the terms offered, there are not
five men on those benches who will not live to re-

ent it ; I do not think that there is & man in the
E‘rovince, who, in deliberate review, would say
that we acted right in so doing. Suppose we pass
this over for 12 months,—and meantime let the
Superintendent of the Mines conduct a geological
survey of the Province. (Laughter.) We would
then come to the question next year better prepa-
red than we ave now. If that be nota practicable
suggestion, let us pause where we, are,—and let
the government be instructed to deal with it, as a
question in which the honor and feelings of both
sides ave concerned. When the discussion comes to
be renewed, let it be treated generally, not in the
spirit of party. If the question be deferred, none
will reflect on the government for not furcing it in
the Mouse at thistime. Lvensupposing that there
ure mines beyond the reserves, we are asked to
lock up 90 willions of tons of coal in the seams of
Pictou alone. Why? Is that for the benefit of
the people, for the cncouragement of trade? And
the Province would occupy the position of having
confirmed a monopoly by legislation without hav-
ing the luxury of complaining,—because the act
would be done by ourselves ;—if wehand over that
enormous mass of wealth, to be locked up, the man
who buried his treasure in a napkin would not be
more foolish thah we.

I have many notes of previous remarks, but
will abreviate my speech so far as not to unduly
occupy the time : Allow me to turn for a few mo-
ments to Dawson’s work on the Geology of Nova
Seotin. The member for Victoria says that Cape
PBreton is a mass of minerals. Ido not admit that,
and I do not deny,—I hope it is so,—I hope that
there is plenty of conl outside the limits, but I
take the deliberate action of the Mining Assvcia-
ciation as worth an hundred such assertions.
He says that Donald is digging here, and Sandy
there ; o they may 3 but 1 hold in my hand Mr.
Logan’s measurements of the coal scas of Cum-
berland, which accurately describes the various
indications along the shores. There may be coal
all about,—but whatis it worth? Nothing, at
present, except it happens to crop near a wan’s
barn. How are the seams described,—one foot
deep,—ou¢ inch,—seven inches,—five feet,—five
inches,—and so on; there is coal in seams like
these in several counties, but not in many places
g0 as to be workable. Flour may be worth little
in the rogion wherk it is raised, because it is too
far from a sea port.  So it is with coal ; and it
may be found in such small quantities that it will
not pay toraise it. The distance of the Spring
" Hill mine from navigable water has been spoken

' of as some 20 miles. . Dawson, I believe; states it
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at 6 by means of the Maccan River, and I know
it cannot be more. It is well known that much of
the coals in Pennsylvania come down by naviga-
ble rivers and railroads, & long way before they
reach the seaboard. So it is in Great Dritain,
Why should we lock up a coal mine for 80 years
which we believe to be so rich, even if it should
only be a source of warmth and of wealth to the
noble county of Cumberland, and let me ask the
House to consider the position which we occupy,
for 15 or 20 years we have been asking the Asso-
ciation to abate this monopoly, assuming that it is
one ; and sending home addresses, and resolu-
tions ; and never until now have they shown a
disposition to treat with us. Andare we now
assuming as 8 Legislature a becoming position t—
We stated our terms, which were generous and
liberal ; but these were not accepted, and they
make an oftep i return. Are we bound by our
own terms or by theirs? . We might be bound by
our own if they gave acquicsence, but not if they
decline te accept when the offer is made. We are
in the situation now of saying we decline your
terms, we believe them, on reflection, to be not
satisfactory to the house or the country. I admit
that the expenditure of the Mining Association
has been a boon to the country; but the ares de-
manded is enormous, and the claim on Spring
Hill Mine, which they have not worked, und
are not ‘likely to work, cannot be allowed. I
believe that by next year our finances, and the
country generally, wiil be in a better condition
for the surrender of revenue, if that must be. 1
would wait therefore, and I think it probable that
at next session we will obtain a better proposition
than that now before the House. Tho Association
at present seems to think that the local govern-
ment is particularly anxious to settle the ques-
tion when they find that the legislature is ina
position to review the whole matter, and have in-
dependence cnough to pause before ratifying the
arrangement, they will be likely to come to better
terms. The maps and plans exhibiting the nature
of the demands made, hawve never been published.
What do we know about the areas in Cape Breton?
One member says that there is enough of coal
outside the limits, another denies that; let us have
the means of answering the question. ‘

Iwish that Nova Scotia and Cape Breton
should have time to say what they thiuk of these
matters. I do not wish to show any want of
respect to those who represented us in KEngland ;
far from it, I can understand ihe responsibility
which they felt, and the duties which devolved
upon them. I never felt less inclined to ingpede
the government, or to disturb the equinimity of
the Attorney General, than on this question. As
to the learned member for Colchester, no member.
of the house esteems him more thau I; but 1
come to the conclusion that the best, the most
satisfactory mode, is to let the question stand
over for the present. Let the Mining Associa-
tion be told that we are not disposed to allow 30
millions of tons.of coal to be locked up in our
country for 29 years.. We may well’ ghrink from
the responsibility of voting on this at the present

time. It is quite possible tq&yote.consoieqtiously;‘
and yet mischief be. the'xegnlt.
1. explapations,.

]
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sogsion with information not possessed now, but
much required for satisfactory settlement. Let
the question be discussed in every county of the
province ; let the people have the opportunity of
saying yes or no. If they say yes. what harm
will result from the delay ;' if they say no, how
happy would we feel that the question was not
decided overhastily. I do not say that on all
questions we should make such appeal ; but after
the discussions of 20 years, it appears to me that
this negociation ought to be submitted to the
country. Supposc when we come back that we
find that the revenue has not fallen off, that the
coal export continues to increuse; that the area
around the mines are reasonable, and that satis-
faclory deposits are beyond the limits, then all
our present objections will be given to the winds,
the Attorney General will stand in the right posi-
tion, and the learned member for Colchester
higher than if a sctilement be forced now with-
out due deliberation. That ismy advice, and it
may he deserving of some consideration. On
this question at least I have never taken any
factious part,—have not magnificd evils caused
by the Association to the province, nor pressed
unjust claims against them. On the contrary
1 bave never epoken of them harshly or un-
guardedly ; but have given them credit for the
improvement which they bave originated, while
I have expressed my views freely of the mono-
poly inflicted on the province. Let us not has-
tily couclude without the advice of the country,
that hundreds of millions of tons of coals is a
madtter so slight ag to be handed over precipitately
to a body of distant proprietors, without thought
or examination. Supposc a man asks for £5, or
L50, or £500, we do not grant it hurriedly or
without investigation. Is there any Novascotian
£0 assuming as to ask for such a property, to so-
licita grant of districts involving such gigantic
interests; I believe there is not; and if there
were, he would be refused. I do not propose
that the arrangement be rejected, but wait until
the documents connccted with it are published,
*till the people have an opportunity of expressing
their views. I make this suggestion to govern-
ment and to the member for Colchester, and I
think that after all it will be the safer courte to
pursue. If that be resolved on, the debate might
¢lose to-morrow. Such a mode of coming to a
xolution of the question would be more wise than
to force it to a premature couclusion now. I
bave to thauk the house for the patience with
which they bave listened to my remarks ; I do not
pretend to the mastery of the subject possessed by
the Attorney General, the member for Colches-
ter, or the member for Inverness; bat I have
given 1t much attention, and may presume, sim-
ply and plainly, to counsel those who are ot
better acquainted with it than I profess to be. 1
rcjoice the question has come to the point at
which we find it to-day ; I do not undervalue the
services of the delegales; if I were asked, would
you rather that they had not gone? my answer
would be, no—I would rather that they had gone,
had felt the pulse of the  Mining Company, and
had brought them to negociation. There is a
difference, however, hetween the commencement
and the conclusion of a negociation,—and 1 think
the latter in this case,
tened. ' An ordinary
law, is delayed

8_
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tér way Isto Pause before final- conclusion, and

‘wait until all the evidence is before us for consi-.

deration, § O ,
Mr. H. Moyro.—We have been told that am
important and valuable mine exists  outside the
limits of the area retained by the Association—
But it is situated on the eastern side of the en-
trance to the Little Bras d’Or—it is now aban-
doned and has been unworked for years. ' Some
fiftecn years since I visited this mine while in
operation, and ascertained that it could never be
made available to any great extent, because no
vessel drawing more than 7} feet of water could
enter the lake through that passage. Vessels of
larger size would be compelled to enter through'
the Great Bras d’Or, thence proceed round the
Island of Boularderie to the mine, a distance ap-
proximating to 50 miles—which would oceasion
a great deal of delay and expense, and has been.
the cause of preventing the mines from being.
worked to advantage, Could vessels enter
through the Little Bras d’Or of ordinary size—
such as arc engaged in the'coal trade, the people
of Nova Scotia would find that this mine ‘would
also be found within the area comprised in the
limits which this agreement concedes to the.
Association. At the time the Little Bras d’Or
mine was abandoned a quantity of coal raised by
the Association remained above ground, and
continued so for years. Subsequently it was’
hardly sold for $1 per chaldron to a Mr. Lewis,
then trading hetween Newfoundland and Sydney.
That gentleman not being enabled to find .a mat~
ket for the article, which had become depretiated’
in value in consequence of exposure to the wea-
ther, abandoned the purchase. The mice there
may he considered valueless, in consequence of
the difficulty of approach. Hon. gentlemen have
attempted to impress the house with the ideathat
by effecting this arrangement, the existing mono-
poly will be destroyed, and the mineral resources
of this country opened up to free competition 5
the fallacy of this argument must at onee- strike
the mind of every unprejudiced thinker, who re-
fleets upon the wealth and power of the Associar
tion—the mines they have retained --the posi-, .
tion thosc mines occupy in relation to faeilities
for shipment, and the difficulties which must.
inevitably be encountercd by any company that:
venture to compete with them during the termof
the leasc. SN

Hon. C. CayMpBELL—~The hon. member g‘ivvesl ‘
one side only. There was a large quantity of
coal at the place spoken of, becaunse there. was
plenty of the article at the other pits, the de-
mand was not equal to the supply, so that lay
there until it became injured by the weather., If
the entrance was shallow, what difficulty is there '
in making it deeper? A few years ago, only .
sloops could go to the Broomilow on the Clyde;
now vessels of the largest class go there ; and yet
that part of the Clyde is'five timeés, s  distant
from the coast, as thé little Bras @'Or. , Saint
Peter's Canal would mak ine. to the.' -
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Tuurspay, Feb. 18th.

MINES AND MINERALS.

Mr. Morugox said.—In rising, Mr. Speaker, to
ofitr a few remarks upon the subject now before
the house, I confess that I feel somewhat embar-
rassed for want of a thorough knowledge of the
real state of this long and much controverted
question. The Mines and Mincrals of this pro-

vince have passed’ through so many leases and

sub-leages——so many minutes of council. and arti-
cles of agrecment—that it would take a real
practical philosopher to understand the relations
and obligations which the contracting and sub-
contracting parties owe to cach other—to the
people of this province, and the Crown, at the
various stages of dispute through which this gues-
tion has passed. In dealing with this question, I
shall consider it entirely irrespective of party,
and endeavor to put my views as frankly and
fairly beforc this house as my humble ability will
permit.

The hon. Attorncy General thinks the govern-
ment manifested great gkill and ability in mov-
ing the resolution they did, in this house last ses-

" sion, which enabled them to appoint two men as

delegates, of different opinions on this subject.
Sir, it is my opinion, that if ever any British
house of parliament stultificd their own action,
by an act of their own, it was this house, when
they passed that resolution. What right bad the
people of this country to have two opinions on
that subjeet? it was no party question—the in-
erests of the whole people were involved in if,
and, therefore, we should have but one opinion.
Let the Mining Association have the other one if

_they pleased. T smiled. sir, when I listcned to

the” compliments and’eulogiums that were mutu-
ally passed between the two delegates here, the
the other day ; but I could not help thinking, sir,
that these encomiums were addressed to the car
and not to the sense of this house, for surely, sir,
no two opinions should have heen sent from this
gide of the water on this subject. Let us
take an cxample for the purpose of illustration.
Suppose a man wanted to send a boat across
this harbour to Dartmouth in haste, and he put
two men into her, the one to row towards Dart-
mouth and the other towards this city, would
not every body laugh at him and call him a sim-
pleton. (Loughter.) Orsuppose a farmer wanted
to enclose a ficld, and he sent one mau {o put the
fence up and another to throw it down, would
notevery passer-bye laugh at the simplicity of the
poor man,—and yet this is exactly what our
wovernment are cxtoled for doing. (Launghter.)
The Attorncy General also thought the commit-
tee had excrcised great prudeace in selecting
himsclf as one of the delegates. Sir, I think he
might have spared us this reflection.  Sir, I hold
that the government-should not only have taken
a man that was honest, but they should have
taken one that was above suspicton. And, sir,
looking at that gentleman’s antecedents, hic did
not occnpy that position in the minds of the peo-
ple of this country on this greal question; for it
was alrcady known té'ns that although he bad
obtained the confidénce of one of the best con-
stituencies in ' this ‘prévince, and sent here by
them to guard aud protect their interests, he at
the same time acgépted a:fee from that very
Miping Assodiation to plead their cause here as

he.did'do day by day. to the injury of the people
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of this country ; therefore, I say the government
did not act wisely in choosing him.. o

The Attorney General adopted a very strange
mode of argument, in bringing this subject to
the notice of the honse. Instead of giving usa
plain and succinet account of what he had done
as our paid servant, he has ransacked the ar.
chives of thisbuilding and spent two whole days
in reading old musty speeches that had been
made, and letters that had been written by gen-
tlemen on this side of the house for the last ten
or fifteen years, to try to fasten them down to
his bargain right or wrong, or if not, to brand
them with the mask of inconsistency. I believe
this is wrong ; the delegates should have come
here and told us, this is the best bargain we could
get, now it is for you to adopt it or not, we will
stand to oneside and let you judge of our actions,
This was the proper course for them to pursue,
The Attorney General admits the Mining Asso-
ciation lost their legal claim by the British Go-
vernment passing the civil list bill. Does be not
see, then, that we have them on the broad of
their back, and could drive a good bargain with
them if we are not in too great a burry ?

He claims a justification of his present bar-
gain, not from anything he has said or done him-
self, but by the arguments of the gentiemen on
this side of the house, used on former oceasions ;
why did he not support these arguments when
they were made, if he thinks now they are suffi-
cient to make this house adopt his bargain,
which he tells us is to be a blessing to us. He
says the British Government wadg a mistake in
passing this civil list bill; they did not know
that they were giving the power to the people
to deal with this question. Well, what it they
did make a mistake, most men have to pay for
their mistakes; why not the British Government
pay for theirs. The fact is the mistuke was made
when they swept away from this people all their
mines and mincrals with one dash of & Celonial
Secretary’s pen ; and if we got them back again
by mistalke, I think we are about square, and we
had better holé on by them now. o

He says, it is not sound poliey to tax any ex-
port. Why did be enter into any arrangement,
then, that docs tax all the coal that any other
company can raise for exportation for the nest
twenty-cight years, at the rate of 6d. per ton.—
This is one of the sacrifices we have to make to
get rid of the monopoly they have held over ug
for the last thirty years. He dwelt eloguently
upon the degradation that this monopoly has
brought upon this province. When did he disco-
ver this? Why did he noi tell us this before?
Because it did not rait his clients, the Mining
Association. His tune is turned ; why is it turn-
ed? Isit from priceiple, orisit because he thinks
he is getting a good bargain for his old .friends?
He thinks we are bouid by our offer in 1836:lo
accept the present bargain. I think we.are nok -
Suppose, for the sake of illustration, that I had. |
ollered a man a horse in 1856 for £20, and he let
me know that he could not take him abthaty
would I be bound to let him have him in 1858"
for £157 Surcly not; yet this isjust the arg
ment used by the Attorney General, Theh
member for Colehester spoke of four partie
this bargaiu, and he, as well as-the Atty. G
thouglht we bad a vight to concedé uigood

ri’qi i z . ‘
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156, and we had no right to concede any more.
Their arguments in this particular!amounts to
abont this—that a man that s robbed has a rig
to give up to the robber a part of his money to
get the vest back. The member for Colchester
thinks that a new company will-add greatly to
our revenue. A new company will not create a
demand, it can only supply the demand created
Ly others. I believe the present company will
extend their works so as to meet all demands. It
iy certain they will if it will pay them to do it;
and if it don’t pay them, it won’t pay any other
company ; therefore, the hon. gentlemen must see
that his argument as to revenuc is entirely
groundless. Let us see how this matter stands
as to pounds, shillings and pence. The Mining
Ascocialion*ghave raised this last year 91,237
chaldrons, Neweastle measure, of large coal, and
10,543 chaldrons of small coal. They have to
pay £3000 sterling rent for the first 26,000 chal-
drons, and they pay 2d. ¢y, on all the remainder,
The present arrangement then gives rent on

the first 26,000 chaldron................ £3,750
The royalty on the remaining 76,079 chal-

dron, at 2s. per chaldron, is............ 7,607

Making a totaloef.............. .£11,357

Under the new arrangement we would have . -
250,000 tons, paying at the rate of 6d.
per ton royalty, which would amount to. . £6,250
And the balance would be 23,708 tons, at
4d. per ton, amounting to,............ 395
£6,645
Which, being deducted from the above sum,
will shew a loss to the province, if the
new arrangement had been in operation
this year, of no lessthan...,.........£{,712
This appears to be paying too deur for our new
whistle, especially at a time when we arve told
that our road grant is to be so materially redu-
ced. We had better pay for the dclegation, and
let the question remain as it is ; they are bound
up, they cannot sell out their stock in the Lon-
don market if we don’t give them o lease, We
therefore have the whip in our own hand, We
have sent our dclegates, and find we cannot get
8 good bargain; let the matter rest here, and if
the company want a lease, let them come here to
us, and we will be able to get a better bargain
than this out of them. .
With the act of 1853 on our statute book,
which gives us the power to open any mine in
one year after notice is given to the company if
they don’t open, we can in a great measure re-
move the monopoly and give to our people a
fair chance of competition. We have been com-
Plaining of the British Government tieing our
hands up for the last thirty years. Don’t let us
do now ourselves what we have been complain-
ing of them doing ; don’t let our offspriug say
that their fathers complained of the cruelty of
the British government, yot they had tied their
own hands and the hands™ of their offspring for
28 years more effectually than the British go-
vernment had done, and for just about one half
the sum that the British government had done it
for. We are told by the hon. member from Col-
chester that the Mining Association did not want
to give up Lingan ; it took them three days to
consider before' they would consent ‘to give thom:
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any other place. IHere there was some chance of
competition. with' them, although not a ‘good
chance, for the harbour was shoal, and no chance
of deepening it ; yet they would only consent to
yield them'by the delegation consenting to.shut
up Spring Hill mines in the heart of Cumber-
land County. Had they known of any :other
valuable mine outside of their areas, they would
have insistel on it being shut too. Their object
is to destroy competition; and'the people of this
country will find, if we accept the new arrange-
ment, that they have @one it effectually,

But we are told agsin aull again, by the-dele-
gates, that we are bounfl by the address of ’56
Now, if we are bound hy that,they musi also he
bound by it. A bond is no good without it binds
both parties. Let us consult thelanguage of that
bond or proposition, and sce what it says ; it ex-
presslysays: that we will not give' up the rent ;
but in this arrangement they have %iven‘it up. It
also said: we will not give up the royalty on
slack coal ; but they have given it up too; and
they have also given a much greater extent of
area than is necessary for the company to hold
locked up for their operation, for the next 28
years, and much more than any-one contemplated
giving by the address of ’56 ; thercfore, gir, it is
plain to be seen, that if we were to be hound. by
the address of ’56, we should not be bound to
this agreement, that differed with that addvess in
so many and in such important particulars.” 1
must say-a werd or two, sir, with respect to that
address. When I came here in 4856, for the first
time, I was not much acquainted withthe subject ;
and when the hon. member for'Colchester penned
that address he did me the honor to show'it to
me. T took exceptions to that part-ef it which
conceded the half of the royalty, but as'it was
but two thousand then, T at length thought that to
get rid of a vexed question, and give our people
a fair chance to compete with the company, I
would agree to it. ‘ ‘

1t is evident from all we can hear, that wehave
been legislating and delegating in the dark ; ‘and
neither our government or our delegates are able
to show us that we bave one workable seam of
coal, with the exception of Lingan, outside of the
areas held by the Mining Association.  TLet ua
pause, then, for onc year, until we have a survey,
and if we find we have any seams left that a com-
pany can work, we will ratify this agreement
next session.  But sir, to conclude, we have been
told of a financial crigis, and with a meanness
unexempled in our annals—were requested {o
withhold, from one of the most gifted and heroic
of Nova Scotia’s sons, a tribule whick would bave
cost but 150 guineas, while we are now asked to
strike off thousands from our provincial revenue,
that benefits may be conferred npon a powerful
and wealthy company, whose members have for
years past enjoyed a monopoly as disgracefnl to
us as it was advantageous to them.  1low mark-
ed is the difterence in the policy of the govern-
ment, with reference to these two cases; how dis-
similar the course they have adopted. =~ " *

We have had reference after reference ie
musty records ; but not the slightest informa-
tion has been afforded by members of goverament
with which' this house ‘was not previously ae--
quainted.. After all that has been said; the whole

subject resolves itself into a very plain andprac-

%

tical proposition, which it does not vequir

, which it does nol réquire miuch
itgenwity to comprehend: . We are ased, o giv
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nup to the Mining Assoeiation the sum of £4,712
annually, and thereby strike that sum off our
road grant, at a time when we are told that the
sum appropriated for this important service must
be reduced in 1858 to one half the amount gran-
ted in 1857. I bave therefore to request, Mr.
Speaker, that the house should pause before com-
mitting an act of impolicy so glaring in charac-
ter and disastrous in effect, I ask, gentlemen,
to hesitate before saddling their offspring for the
space of 28 years with a burthen so grievous to
bear. 'Why should we be asked to take this hasty
leap it the dark when by remaining stationery
for a short period new light may be thrown upon
the question; aud after a thorough investigation
hag taken place, who doubts but that a decision
will be arrived at more conducive to the well
being of the country than any which can now be
obtained. We are asked Ly the government to
take £4,712 oul of the road grant, nceded by the
poor people of Novascotia, and put it into the
pockets of a wealthy Association in England.
For what? To reward them for having held a
grinding monopoly over the mines and minerals
of this province, for the last 32 years. Really,
sir, this is a proposition too absurd for us to en-
tertain for a moment, With these remarks, and
thanking the house for the attention with which
they hawve listened to me, I beg leave to resume
my secaf, hoping that this bill will not rcceive th

sanction of the house.

Mr. Hype.—I feel disposed, Mr. Speaker, to
invite the attention of the llouse to a few
remarks on the gquestion under consideration. I
do not agree with the hon. member for Colches-
ter; I think that much of new and important
matter has been elicited during the discussion, hut
even yetb, every man must feel that we are only
now commencing the A B C of our cducation
with reference to the mincral vesources of this
country. For myself I admit that I am Lnt a
tyro in the matter, and have therefore listened
with great attention that I might inform my mind
and decide a8 to the vote which' I must give.

Now, sir, the hon. and learned member for In-
verness, in his address recently delivered, took
occasion to inform the house at the commence-
ment that he would startle them by some revela-
tions of great importance. I luoked in vain for
any such information ; the oualy poiot which
claimed the attribute of novelty in his speech
was that in which he referred to the difference
in the weight between the chaldren of coal sold
and that upon which the royalty is paid by the com-
pany, and he attempted to prove that this was
the first time that such information had been sub-
mitted to the house. He stated that the chaldron
sold was actualy of the weight of 62 cwt. while
that upon which the royalty was paid weighed
but 53 ewt.

Hon. Mg, Youxg.—I was quite aware of the
docament to which the hon. gentleman is about
to allude, I did pot say that the question was
altogether new, but I did say that the Mining As-
sociation were selling 4 greater quantity of coal
for the royalty paid, thun they were entitled by
law to sell.

Mr. Hyps,—If 1854 the Mining Association
stated the Pictou chaldron to be 31 cwt., and the
Bydoey chaldron from 28 to 30 cwt., Winchester
measure, of 36 barhels each chaldron ; so that if
this be true, and the company only. gell 36
bushels—no matter what the weight may bew
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ample justice is done. DBut, sir, apart from ai]

considerations of this nature, 'I tgke -higher
round ; I believe that this legislature is morally

“gmmd to adhere to the proposition formerly mage

by them. Dy constituting two delegates, drawn
from the government and opposition sides of  this
house, to represent the pcople of Nova Scotia,
this house became bound to sustain them in their
action, so long as they did not, in any very mate-
rial point, yield to the Association; and I maip-
tain that the proposition submitted is substap-
tially the same as that proposed by the address
of 1856, 1Itis out of the question to suppose that
any two gentlemen, delegated be it remembered,
to negotiate, should be bound to certain precise
and minute details. If so the delegation would
have becn useless, as the Association were then
aware of the terms proposed in the address, and
had they been willing to accept them in toto, np
further controversy would have been necessary. '
But, sir, they were not, the question was open for
discussion and final adjustment; after free cop-
ference a bases of action mutually acceptable has
been fixed, and I for one feel bound to agree to
the settlement, Now, sir, let me say, that the
outcry raised and kept up against the Mining
Association has always appearcd to me entirely
undeserved, I could not understand why an Ag
sociation, that had actually purchased and paid
for certain privileges, should be precluded from
enjoying them. unless the sale was illegal—and
if 0, by a very simple process, its validity could
be tested. I never could understand why we
should attempt to hamper and restrict the action
of a company which eroployed capital, =kill, and
labor, to develope the resources of the country,
and therefore, sir, I never joined in this outery,
ner. have I sympathised with those who raised it.
I vegard matters of this kind in a practicel
point of view ; what position should we have oc-
cupied but for this Associalion ? Does any man
believe that the mineral resources of this country
would have Leen developed to the same extent
they are now, if the Association had not engaged
in the work? Why, sir, the very first question
o capitalist asks, when requested to embark in '«
speculation, is, ¢ Will it pay ?” ¢ Howam1I fo
be assured that the speculation will prove remu-
nerative?”’ It is a well known fact that you
could not get a shilling from a British merchant
to invest in a specalation in the Spanish West
India Islands, even if there was a fair probability
of its yielding 50 per cent. Therefore, sir, I say
it is necessary to deal with this as all other pub-
lic questions, on general principles—having re-
gard to the honor and credit of the country ; and
L do think that in tampering with it 48 we are
doing, the results to this province will be directly -
the opposite. Let us remember thit by accept-
ing this arrangement we untrammel trade—we
unfetter industry—we vemove a stigma which
was attached to us for years, atfording a fruitful
source of political strife and discussion, and &
regarding it, I cannot but feel that in Yoting for
the bill I shall conserve the interests of the-
country. I feel, sir, that I am not in & position.
to euter at greater length into this discussion.
The question, to my mind, has been resolved into
a simple principle ; and however crude iy views.
may be, until I hear something infinitely. more
forcible urged against-the measure than anything
yet adduced, I will, not dcem. myself justified,
changing my. opinions.. . e
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Mr. CnorenmL~I feel, sir, that on a guestion.
such as this—of sach - general and. eommanding
importance, I should neither be doing my duty to
my constituents or myself, were 1 to allow.the
discussion to conclude without offering a few
practical suggestions upen it. In my view. it
isa mere question of pounds, shillings and pence
talk of honor as you please, when you fulfil
what you agree to perform in a bargain, you are
entitled to the honour, Coming from & county
not - malerially interested in the subject, and
seeing it brought up for discussionday after day
and session after scssion, curiosity led me to cast
my eyes round and ascertain why it was that no
arrangement could be made ; and I could not
help coming to the conclusion that hon. members
were merely playing a political game,—knocking
this subject about as I have sceg them knock
the hall in a racket court; and sir, T was
the more convinced of the soundness of my
conclusions when, listenning to the remarks of
the late hon, Attorney General,—which I did
with great pleasure, for I admire hiseloquence-—
I heard bim after arguing strenuously against
the bill, conclude by announcing that he had not
made up his mind which way he should vote,
¥rom this I concluded that he wasnot sincere—
(laughter)-~that he was keeping up the game ;
and I may say that this is not the first time I
have heard him make a display when I did not
think him sincere.—(Laughter)

Mr. Mogrrisox-—The bon, gentleman mistakes ;
Lg garely thinks he is addressing the present, not
the late Attorney General. (Laughter.)

Hon. Mr. Youxg—Do not interrupt the hon.
gentleman.

Mr. CuyrenmL.—I intend to make my remarks
general, not pointed.~—(Laughter.)

Hon, Mr. Youne.—I was under the impression
that some already madc by the hon. member were
tolerably pointed.—(Laughter.)

Mr. CaurcnmL—Oh! well let them go for
what they are worth. (Laughter.) I have reflee-
ted calmly, sir, upon every argument used and
«cannot help believing that the Association have
given up nothing,—that they have retained all
and more than all which could be of service to
them,—else, why did they stipulate so strenuously
for Spring Hill. But yet, sir, it appears to me
that even if the delegetes had kuccceded in ob-
taining the concession of the Spring Hill mines
—the Association have g0 many advantages from
the great capital and information they possess—
from the vantage ground they cccupy in couse-
quence of their long establishment—that no
Company could be found to compete with them.

{ cannot agree with the hon. member for Col-
<hester, who has just resumed his seat. True, the
delegates were instructed to negbciate a settle-
ment, (but not finally to settle),—the ratification
of the agreement was to be an open question, gub-
Ject to the decision of this house ; and, sir, I do
not feel myself bound in any way by their acts
beyond giving to their decision my best conside-
ration, and acting upon it a8 my “judgment may
dictate. I believe that, from the statements made
here lately by the hon, Financial Secretary, to
the effect “that our road vote must, of -necessity,
be reduced one half, it behoves us cautiously to
consider every act which tends either directly ‘or'
indirectly to reduce our revenue. I do w0t be-
l};eve that the country wouldbe sitisfied withi one:

alfour road grant ; the *peopls “lock “to"thfs
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house to provide a sufficlent” sum of money for
the construction and repairing of roads,—and I
should be sorry if from any untoward circum-
stances they are disappointed. - But I-am not in-
clined to regard our financial ‘condition asso
desperate,—1I anticipate that our public works
will shortly prove a source of emolument, or at
least maintain themselves,—and under ‘such' cir-
cumstances the revenue collected under our pre-
sent tariff would be amply sufficient for all our
requirements. L
* Hon. Mr. Youxa did not rise for the purpose
of making a second speech, but merely to give a
short personal explanation. He did not think
that the hon. member for Falmouth had ever for-
given him. for a certain Temperance speech'which
he (Mr. Y.) had once made; but the hon. gentle-
tleman would perceive that there was a wide dis-
tinction between inculcating the principles of
Temperance and voting for the Maine Liguor Law
Bill. As regards the subject under dizcussion, the
course he had pursued was obvious; he (Mr.'Y.)
had given to the government all the information
in his power, and had concluded his speech as
stated by the member for Falmouth, because he
desired to free the question from the action of
party, and leave the governmeni open fo
acquiesce in the postponement of the decision for
a year, If, however, the administration did-not
take this course, and compelled -a hostile vote,
be (Mr. Y.) had no hesitation in saying that he
should vote against the bill, as he believed it un-
wise and imprudent to thus hurry the house toa
conclusion, and he would submit an amendment
embodying his views. g
Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL did not rise to make
a speech either—(laughter)—but merely to give
the hon. member for Inverness a very obvious
construction of the course he had pursued.
When be announced his dubious state: of mind in
reference to the vote he should give, the hon.
and learned gentleman was feeling his way. | He
reasoned thus—*¢If1 can get a sufficient number
of supporters I will oppose the bill; if not, I
will make a merit of supporting it.” (f;aughter;)

Mr.PARKER said—Being a young member of this
House it cannot be expected that I should be inti-
mately acquainted with the history of this question
—but as no hon. gentleman seems inclined’ to 6o-
cupy the floor, I take leave to offer a few words in
explanation of the course which I feel inclined to
adopt. First, sir, it can not be pretended fora
moment that the right to accept, reject, or -post-
pone the consideration of the proposed srrange-
ment does not exist in this House ; that argument
has been answered so clearly already thatl do not
conceive it necessary to say another word on: the
subject. What then are we asked to do ? Tosettle
on the instant a question of the gravest imyportance ;
to take it for granted that there are workable 'coal
seams outside the ares retained by the ‘Association
——in absence of any information, survey, or plan,
except such as come from the Association, whose -
interests evidently point to & settlement upon'the
basis of the proposed arrangement. Is it not ap-
parent that such a course must of necessity give to
the Company great'advantage over the Province.-
I listened to the speech of the hon. and" lesitied.
meniber fir Invorness with-pléasure, His igates
sheﬁr%iiat"we*ﬁqlagg sore £6000 to the Associa-
%ﬁﬁ}g d 95 thousla tions hé gnve us remaii a-
oAt

hiurk Tomjustified in ‘asimins thom'to
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be accurate. For thia we get nothing in return ;
-~that a Company should sttempt to work any
mine not reserved by the Association with the
shadow of & chance of suceess, isI think out of the
question ; we therefore give up £6000 of revenue
and obtain nothing in exchange. Icannotconsent,
under such circumstances while we are in igno-
rance of the true state of affairs, to give my assent
to such a bargain. I will not agree justat this
crisis, when we require money most to pay interest
upon our Railways, and to keep up the road vote,
to give up £06,000 a year for no earthly advantage.
Let us wait ; then delay is no way dangerous ; at
the next session the whole question will come up
in a form more likely tosecure o just arrange-
ment. '

Mr. Wier.—Though I do not intend to address
the Ifouse at any length,—yet, sir, I feel it ne-
cessary io offer one or two explanations as to the
course which I have made up my mind to adopt.
T differ entirely from those hon. gentlemen who
hold that they who voted for the address of 1856
arc bound to assent to the proposed arrangement.
Six or seven months elapsed after the address
had passed before any reply was given—that of
itself I conceive to be quite sufficient to relieve me
from the performance of any obligation which I
may have come under tosupportit. The question
now assumes o practical form ; it is nothing more
than 2 pounds, shillings and pence consideration.
‘We are asked to secure by lease to the Association
certain areas of ground in various counties for 28
years, and to surrender g large annual sum of
money, upwards of £6000, on consideration that
the company allow the people of this country to
work whatever mines remain outside the specified
areas. Now, sir, must it not at once strike every
candid mind, that if all the really workable coul
fields are included in the lands »:served, we are
giving up the sum I have mentioned for nobenefit
whatever.

Again, sir, the agreement proposes to commute
the rent for a royalty, and in obtaining this
the shrewdness of the Company shines out perspi-
cuously. Suppose England involved in a war
with the United States, to which country 4-5ths
of all coal raised by them is exported, what object
would the Company have in carrying on the
mines? . None ; aud, sir, it naturally follows then
that mo coal being raised, no royalty would be
paid. Looking to their own interests the Associa~
tion were not to blame in gettting all they could,
but it behoves us to be equally on the alert to
prevent them from obtaining any undue advan-
tage ever the people whose interests itis our duty
to protect. .

Regarding the company in the light of mere
commercial speculators, 1 have never considered
their conduct so reprehensible assome hon. gentle-
men would induce us to believe. I have always
thought they had done more to develope the Mines
of this Country than any Company or number of
Companies that might have been appointed ; but
at the same time I could nover rid myself of the
belief that they were monopolists ; that we were
degraded by allowing them to hold in absolute
control the whole of our mineral resources. Now,
sir, the discussion on this question has already tra-
velled over so wide a field that but little more re-
mains to be said upon it. For my pari I consider,
that as thers is no reason to anticipate the esta-
blishment of a Company during the present year,
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and great doubts, doubts resting upon strong evi-
dence, exist asto the extent of the concessions
made to the Association—but little if any incon-
venience will arise from postponing the consider-
ation of this subject for a year,—at the end of
which time we will bein a position, with all ne-
cessary evidence before us to deal with the ques-
tion in a statesmanlike manner, and so finally to
adjust it that both the Mining Association and the
Province will receive that fair consideration to
which theif rights entitle them. ‘

Mr. McFarLANE~—For my part, Mr. Spesker,
I lhnd no desire to occupy the attention of the
House at any length, but as the hour of adjours-
ment is at hand, I seize the present opportunity
of putting my opinions briefly before the House,
I concur with the hon. member for Windsor that
this is a question requiring deep and serious con-
sideration on our part ; it has engaged the atten-
tion for many years past of our wisest and ablest
men, until at last the Mines and Mineral ques-
tion, as a theme for annual discussion, has become
a proverb.

1t is not my intention to go over the statements
made, or institute any pretended comparison
with the amount of gain or loss which will accrue
hy accepting the proposed arrangement. We
have had lengthy and elaborate addresses from
the delegntes who were necessitated to investigate
the guestion thoroughly ; we have heard the hon,
member for Inverness, than whom no man has
studied it more, and all agree that the loss ina
pecuniary point of view will be comparatively tri-
fling, Can I then regard the loss of a few paltry
hundreds as any barrier to a final settlement of
this vexala questio? AmItoretainthe degrading
monopoly so often and eloquently deseribed in this
House as operating to check the developement ofour
industrial resources on that ground only? No, sir.
If indeed it be true that the areas given to the As-
sociation comprise allour workable coal fields, then
indeed we should be but little the gainers. Quo-
tations have been made from Mr. Dawson’s work
to prove this ; but allow me to assure the House
that the inspection of our mineral resources made
by that highly talented gentleman was anything
but complete ; he went rapidly over the ground,
scanning the beds of rivers and the margins of
brooks, but he had not at his command either the
time or means to make an actual and authentic
geological survey. As respects the SpringHill mine,
let me inform the House that in the opinion of
seientific men that Mine contains a large area of
coal which has not been bartered away. Soat the
Joggins ; if the information we have received be
correct, outside the four miles conceded lies lm:ge
quantities of valuable coal, and it is also the opin®
ion of scientific men that in all that section of
country extending between Cumberland and
Pictou valuable coalfields exist, but that track be-
ing now covered with a dense forest it is impossi-
ble to obtain perfectly accurate information asto
their value and extent until a thorough geological
survey is had. With respect to Cape Breton I am
possessed of but little personal information ; but
it did strike me the other evening, while listening
to the glowing account given by the hon. and learn-
ed member for Inverness of that splendid ,fqregpi
which centuries ago grew upon this soil—that that
forest should have been confined to an ares .asJi- -
mited as he would have us believe. A From allthe -
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clusion that the area conceded by the sgresment)

Jloes not embrace all or anything like all the work-
able coal fields of our country—and believing that
delay will but again involve us in new negocia-
tions—and may end in leaving ug just where we
were, I have concluded to record my vote in favor
of the Bill. Suppose we refuse our assent to this
arrangement now ; and after we have employed
a competent person with a sufficient staff at large
expense to investigate the subject, we find that
valuable coal fields do exist, what is to bind the
Mining Association ?  They may refuse to assent
to this arrangement, and the monopoly of which we
complain will continue, Letus then settleit at once.
The course pursued by hon. gentlemen opposite
reminds me of an aneedote. I once heard of an
oll gentleman who owned a shooting preserve,
and was in the habit of going down for sporting
purposes onec a year, but could never succeed in
ringing down hig' bird. At last he invited a
friend to accompany him, but the moment he sue-
ceeded the old gentleman exclaimed in most do-
Torous tone, “Why you have killed the only snipe
in my preserve.””  (Laughter.) Now it appears
to me hon. gentlemen opposite are like the old
gentleman ; they repeatedly invite us to shoot,
hut when we will they complain that their only
snipe has been destroyed. (Laughter.) They
however, have other snipe on hand, which will
afford them sport enough. Why deny us the
pleasure of killing off this one.

Ifoy. Mg. Young.—The hon. gentleman may
find that the snipe remaining even after the death
of this on¢ have pretty long and pretty sharp
bills. (Laughter.)

Hox. Mr. Howe—I don’t find fault with the
ancedote, hut the snipe story belongs to the hon.
Solicitor General. The Pictou Indian declaved he
never shot a dead goose ; unlike him, the lon.
and learned member has slain & dead snipe, one
killed by the hon. Solicitor General last winter,
(Laughter.)

Mr. McFarLsNE,—I can only say that if the
anecdote belonged to my hon. friend, I was not
aware of the fact.

Mr. Siaw, —As the gas has pretty nearly blown
off, T suppose we may look fora division upon
this question soon. The able speeches delivered
by gentlemen on both sides cannot fail to raise
the character of Nova Scotia for learning and
tloquence.  They have all afforded me informa-
tion, and enabled me to form an accurate idea of
the merits of the subject, and decide as to how 1
should vote. 1 believe, Sir, that when the dele-
gates went home they did their duty ; they repre-
sented the whole Province, because they were se-
lected from both sides of politics ; and I have no
doubt that they rigidly guarded the interests
of the Province and asserted the rights of this peo-
ple.  We may have all desired to obtain & bebter
bargain, but it must be recollected that there are
always two sides to a question of this kind 5 and
unless it is dealt with in a spirit of mutual conces-
sion, 10 hope of an amicable arrangement need
be entertained. It has been remarked by an emi-.
ilce({lt geptl‘ogist thalt GreatBritain owed her unrival-

Dosition mainly to her mi . .
that Nova, Saotis Yy to her mineral wealth ; and
%“’&1. point of view than any other Colony she had,
wfﬂtxh;)s betﬁ‘}m, it may yet _com’e when Nova Scotia
VL 0 considered the brightest gem in the Bri-
tish Crown, co T Lot

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES,

was more like herin s mineralo--

63

‘Mr. McLerrax,~~I regard ‘this subject altoge-
ther n a practical point of view. . It is said that
outside the area retained by the Association other
valuable conl fields exist, which- may be worked
to advantage; but when asked for the grounds of -
their information, hon. gentlemen always fall
back upon probabilities and possibilities.” Now, .
how would any hon. gentleman fecl. if such:a
conversation as this were to occur between his
constituents and himself: ““ Why did you give
away £6000 of our road money to the Mining
Association 7”7 says the Constituent. ¢ Oh ! they
surrendered to us valuable Coal fields,”’ answers.
the Member. ¢ But where are these fields 7’ —
““Ido not know”’is the reply.—¢¢ And yet you
have given the Mining Association all the known
workable Coal fields in the Provinee absolutely
for 28 years, and £6000 of Road money besides,
upon the supposition that possibly other coal
fields may exist outside.”” ‘¢ But we have gota
Company to work: & mine ;’—¢¢ Indeed *—Who :
are they? How long .have they been:formed?
What profits have they divided ? What coal have
they raised 2 These and many other equally
pertinent questions the member wounld-be obliged
to answer,—and how could any man reply to
them if he did what we are asked to do. I should,
if questiond in this way, feel that I was in a di-
lemma ; and also if agked in what the differ-
ence between Conservative and Liberal consisted,
I should be compelled to answer that there wags
about as much honesty on the one side as the
other,

Hon. ArrorNEY GENERAL—I protest on' the
part of the Conservatives. (Laughter.). - -

Hon. Mr. YouNe.—And I on the part of the
Liberals. (Renewed laughter.) ‘

Mr. McLerraN.—But I should go on to say:the
great difference between them is that wherever
the interest of a private individual or company
conflicts with the welfare of the publie, the Con-.
servative is always sure to be found sympathising
with the former. So that, although I den’t feel
inclined to go always with my own party, I can-
not support the - Conservatives. This places me
in a dilemma (great laughter)-—and I hope, Mr.
Speaker, you will assist to help me -out of it.
(laughter.) R

The debate adjourned, and the House adjourn- -
ed until twelve o’elock. -

Frmay, Eebruaryfmth, :
MINES AND MINERALS. o

Mr. Moses,—I do not vise, Mr. Speaker,:to .

make any lengthy remarks at this time, as I think
it would not be wise for me to do so, after the able
and somewhat lengthy addresses that have -been

delivered by the leading members on' both sides -

of this house, addresses to which I have listened
with all the attention possible, in order that I
might be put in' possession of that -information
that would enable me to arrive at asound.conclu-
sion, and discharge aright the duty I owe: to" the

people of this province.. I vegret very much the -

aspect which this debate has assumed.: I-think, -

gir, that if there is ahy question that ought to e
discussed fairly and wholly-upon its own: merits,. .
it is this, and that no:party-feeling or hiag:should .

be allowed -to influgnce .in ‘the slightestidegree.
That suoh' has 'nqt -bepn: the- case T thinkis but.|

- too apparent to ugall. ' Very contradictory state-
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ments have been madé by members on opposite
sides of this House concerning what we are asked
to give up, and what we are to receive in return.
We are told by one- eide of the house that if we
ratify this arrangement we give away all that is
valuable of our coal fields, besides revenue
arising from this source to the tune of from 4 to
£5000 a year, and that the Mining Association
would still be in possession of such advantages as
© would enable them to hold & monopoly and to
shut out competition. If such be the case I can
only say that to ratify the agreement now under
consideration would be an injustice to the people
of this Province, and ought not to be done.

But if as has been stated with equal candor by
the advocates of this arrangement, that there is
still o fair field for successful competition in
this branch of industry and enterprise, I see no
reason why we should not at once agree to this
arrapgement, and thereby settle what appears to
have been a protracted and unpleasant contro-

.versy., But, sir, there is a still higher consider-
ation, which in my humble opinion should induce
us to settle this question, and that is the circum-
stances connected with its past history, and
which hag led to the appointment of this delega-
tion, rud the effecting this arrangement. We
are told that the subject has occupied the minds
of the ablest men in the Legislature for the last
20 years, and during that time has been discus-
ged in all its various forms, and in every ypoint of
view of which it is capable, and frequent and
voluminous has been the correspondence which
has taken place between the government of this
province, and the Home government, and Mining
Assooiation, relating to this subject. Terms have
been offered from time to time by which we should
be willing to treat, and as often refused, till at
length there appeared to be a prospect for an
amicable adjustment of the whole matter, conse-
quently & delegation was authorized by this
house, which has resalted so far in perfecting an
arrapgement which we have every reason to
believe has been done in good fuith, and on the
part of the delegates with & view to the best in-
terests of this Province, to ratify the arrangement
made, We are advised Ly the opposition to post-
pone the ratification of this agreement for another
year, in order, as they say, to get information.
Such information I believe we ought to have
had before this matter was so far proceeded with.
But, sir, there are two sides to this bargain, we
are not the sole parties concerned, as we have
been justly told by the hon. delegates. We, as
Nova Scotians, view it in one aspect, the people
across-the water view it in another; and, as was
observed yesterday by the hon. member for Cum-
berland, postponemeut may lead to such disco-
veries a8 will induce the Mining Association to
refuse: to treat on as favorable terms as are now
offered,- My own impression is that if this te
agroed to, it will lead to a greater development
of the -mineral resources of this Province, the
result of which will be an extended trade, and
finally 8 revenue derived from this source larger
than we yet have had. » ‘

Mr. CaavzBEss.~It may, I think, Mr, Speaker,
be in the recollection. of - gentlemen around these
benches that list session when the leader of the

government xaoved - the resolution - for appointing

delegates, myself with'sotne 8:r 4 other members

-
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voted againstit. At that time we occupied what -
might be thought an unenviable position; at'the
present time we occupy one of which I feel proud,
The difficulty which loomed in the distance 4t
that time has, to my mind, been realised to the
fullest extent. We then authorised the govern.
ment o select two delegates, and it did not
require much foresight to discover who they
would be. To illustrate my views by familiar
comparison, I may enquire, Mr. Speaker, if you
and I had a matter in dispute, would we select as
arbitrators those who took views adverse to our
interests, or those who were supposed to be im-
partial and unprejudiced? How was it here?
I stand in a position to scrutinize the appointment
of the delegates and their subsequent conduct,
The leader of the government has told us that the
appointment was n wise one ; [ beg to differ on
that point. I was astonished, sir, to bear that
hon. gentleman, in his speech on & recent ocon-
sion, quote the languaye and arguments 8o fre-
quently used formerly by the member for Inver-
ness. laving heard the leader of the government
denounce these arguments, how am I to reconcile
bis conduct on former occasions to that of the
present? I feel, like some of the members for
Colchester, in somewhat of a dilemma. Are we
to suppose the leader of the government while
retained as the Attorney of that Association, rose
on the floor of the house and opposed what he
now believes to be for the interest of the country?
Would the paltry inducement of & fee induce him
toact so? Would he spend 15 years of his life
contrary to what he now believes to be for the
interest of the Province? If that be so my con-
fidence would be much shaken concerning public
men. If that be the conduct of the honorable
member, what may be expected from othergen-
tlemen? The circumstance is most astomshing
to me ; I cannot reconcile it to my views of pro-
priety. Respecting the appointment of the learned
wmember for Colchester, also, I have my doubts,
It was well known that he always took a moderate.
view of those questions, that he did not go so far
a8 the member for Inverness, and under that
view the government, in selecting him may have
acted wisely, but how that learned member could
have lent his name to an arrangement such' a9,
this I cannot comprehend. Had either of them.
been fond of the luxuries of life, the mystery’
might be disolved ; but that not being the case, I
am to suppose that they acted under the influence-
of their sober judgments, and their conduct re-
mains unexplained. The leader of the govern-.
ment asked the house, did it send fools or scoun-
drels to England ! I will endeavour to answer
him on one point particularly; leaving the other
to the country to decide. Fools are known by
their folly; the foolish virgins tock no oil in their
lamps; but these learned gentlemen took abund.
ance of oil; they took oil i handfuls, (Laughter.)
What did they do? A transaction unknown in
the history of the Province, they thrust, their
hands into the public chest, and there obtained-
their oil. The Attorney Generaltakes £1260 to
pay the expenses of the delegates, This muy bé' -
a delicate point; sympathetic feeling may exist on”
it; none around me scem to question the right, .
but I question it ;-I deny  the right to'extracta
shilling' from the public. ch@t‘ﬁmbgt%@gﬁylﬁ’ﬁ@g :
the-people’sirepresentatives: -Did the membesfor ",
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Inverness act 80 when he went on & mission to
England ? No. Heput hishand in his own pocket.
I think it high time, Mr. Speaker, that the lay
members of the House should be on the alert, and
not allow o finger to be placed on the treasure in
such a wholesale way as this. If the member for
Inverness had so acted when he was leader of the
government, his own party would not have sus-
lained hiwm, at least, I would not  These gentle-
men may think the cost of the delegation mode-
rate. I give them notice that I will lay on the
table a resolution calling on them to shew for
what purpose, and how that money was expend-
ed? (Laughter.) Why not apply the same rule
to that which is applied‘to any other grant? If
£100 is appropriated for a road, hefore the corn-
missioner can draw the money he must return an
account specifying every particular concerning
the delegation. It may have been conducted,
perhaps, with prudence and fidelity, but so many
statements are made, and so many things are
done for which reasons do not appear, that it is
not easy or properly understand the actions and
meuanings of gentlemen. How a gentleman so
long the advocate of the Association, and the op-
ponent of what we helieved the best interests of
the Provinoe, should be celected ag one of the de-
legates, appeurs to me a very strapge circum-
stance. 'The mission has been performed, how-
ever, and we have the result before us. I will
not attempt to go over ealeulations, after the ex-
planations which have been given by others ; but
there are some particularsin the agresment which
do mot require much common sease or wit for
their investigation. One part of the agreement
tends, in my judgment, to destroy the value of
the entire. I allude to the Spring Hill Mine, It
was never opened by the Association, and it ap-
penrs that they unever intend to work it, snd I
ask the learned member for Colchester to assign
some reason why the survender of that has been
included in the arrangement? The object evi-
dently was, to shut out com petition. Geuatlemen
all round the benches must know that to talk of
competition is & waste of time, that no company
can be expected to iuvest capital in any mines
not included in the arrangement. If there were
mines beyond the reservations of the Association,
what compiny could compete with it? The
existing company possess the valuable mines of
the province, and they have the requi-ite informa-
tion in their possession. We ave differently situa-
ted. Suppose two persons cngaged in making o
bargain, one well understanding the transaction,
and the other ignorant of its proper bearing,which
would be likely to have the worst of the arrange-
ment? Why he who was unacquainted with
particulars ; and that is our position.

_Viewing the question in a financial point of
view, in the present cirsumstances of the Pro-
vince, is there o gentleman here prepared to go
before his coustitueuts, and justify the giving up
of revenue to the amount of £3000 a year, while,
at the same time, a reduction of the road grant
18 proposed ? They dare not. I would no more
thiok of agreeing 10 such surrender, under such
circumstances, than T would of severing my right
hand. I dare not face my constituents if I did,
and I doubt that any here, dare, giving o fair
statement of the facts. Why ig the question
pressed ? \(’)Vho would suffer by delay 7  One
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reason for the hurry may be assigned. I believe
that & government, whoever compose it, have
hangers-on, and lookers-on, grasping and eager
to secure something connected -with their own
interests, Some one outside, may be expecting
to be appointed superintendent of mines, and the
esgerness and perhaps threats of such ' persons,
may be brought to bear on the Attorney General’s
conduct. Two or three such appointmenis may
be tacked on to this arrangement. This may
afford a reagon for pressing decision at this time.
We have heard of such applicants’ being
close at tlre ears of government for the lagt six
months; and if places be not made to satisfy ex-
pectants, the government, possibly, may . be in
danger; and therefore at all sacrifices, even at the
loss of £5000 & year, is the arrangement to.be
made, and the government kept in office. . They
may be sustained by such acts, but depend on it,
when the people come to understand the quesljon
aright, no government could stand on it.' It does
not require much foresight to seo what the result
of present arrangements will be. I 'do not pro-
fess to have the acquaintance with this subject
which others possess. It does not affect the West
as much as the East, directly; but indirectly it
affects the whole Province, and therefore'I hope
that the people of the West will give attentien' to
‘the question, and seek to comprehend the
present position of the Legislature. I say to'the
delegates with all frankness, that if they could
make up their miads to allow this fo remain over
for a year, I do not think that the Province would
suffer ‘

Mr. Arcinsanp said :~This is a subject of great
importance. Members should fully understand it
hefoere coming to a vote, and every man is:called
upon by his position here to give it such a. consi-
deration as will enable him to decide with the
{ull assrance that he iy acting in accordance
with his daty to the counwry. Much: has alveady
hoen suid upon both sides, but [ think theve are’
still #ome views that may lLe laid before.the
house, which ought to have weighs in thé deci-
sion to which the house has to come. -+ . . -

Let me state at the outsct, what I think I stated
hefore, that I do not pretend to say the "House s
not at liberty to reject the arrangemeant that has
been made. The bouse is cntirely free to do 8o.
The arrangement is dependent upou your ratifi-
cation ; but to he true to yourselves—to be just
to the country you represent—to the delogates
you commissioned, you must withhold that as-
sent, if you withhold it at all, upon grounds
different from any of those which have beén
pressed in this discussion. It is not enough to
say that this arrangement entails loss to garreve-
nue, that loss you have always contemplated,—
nor is it enongh that the arrangement is not ail
you could wish. It it substantially what youtof-
ferred to accept? Sir. 1 am very much gratified’
to find that the fguves and caloulations with
which I set out arestill unshaken. That they are
not disputed by my hon. triend from loverness.
Let the bouse therefore understand this,—let
there be no <onfusion in any man’s mind oo ‘this
subject. The loss which the provioce will sustain
by accepting. this srrangerment will exceed the
loss we contemplated, und in our.address of 1856

ofigred to, sustain, by an amount not quite: equal -
‘ tf&éﬁljpx..duty_‘m thefslo,r:k‘,g;roal3 ot ‘

Loy T
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On the returns of last year the excess

would be...... et i £909
But ag the revenue on slack coal was...... 1084
We should not give up, in addition to

what we oftered, the whole duty

upon slack coal by thesumof............ 175

But suppose the events were to occur, which
my learned friend anticipated—suppose we ex-
ported 200,000 chaldrons of coal, with the same
_proportion, 1-10th of it slack, what then? We
shall lose what we offered to lose, and also part
of the duty on slack, but we would still receive
£633 on this quality of coal. And ou 500,000
chaldrons, with the same proportion of slack, the
loss would be the same, except that in that case
we should get £2,123 on the slack. Thercfore, in-
crease your production as you may, you stillbave
the same result, and you come back to the question,

if it was rightand properto give upa certain por-|

tion of the royalty, toaccomplish an objectdear to
the hearts of this people, is the additional sacrifice
of the duty on slack coal, or on acousiderable
portion of it, such a sacrifice as should make us
take a different view of what isright fo do. 1
am sure there is no gentleman in this house will
say so ; and therefore, I do not think 1 ought to
dwell on this branch of the question. Sir, I am
sorry to sce the caleulations of my hon. fricud for
Inverness published in the editorial columns of g,
paper largely circulating in this Province, and
exhibiting to the country statements of the loss
the revenue was to sustaiu, as if this was a loss
never contemplated before.  Would it not have
been fair, when these statements were seut broad-
cast over the country, to have placed side by side
with them the amount which this house almost
ananimously had offered to surrender? But these
statements are incorreet, even in another particu-
lar, for after making out the whole extent of the
loss, by calculating the duty on slack coal, it
states that the result iz independently of that
duty, thus counting the slack coal twice over in
the calculation. This is not justice to the house
or the country. Let the people be told what was
our offer in 1856 3 then let them be told what the
delegates have offered in 1857 ; and if, with the
whole matter fairly before them, they think we
have surrendered too nuch. then be it co; hut
they will have the elements for forming o fairer
conclusion. The learned member for Inverness
bas still another objection to the arrangement.
He states that his attention for the first time
hag been turned, since the discussion commenced,
to the question of the weight of a Newcastle
chaldron, and that he finds on investigation,
that the Association bave been paying duty ouly
upon 53 cwt. of every 62 cwt. they export; and
he thinks thal it is not creditable to the agacity
of our Provincial siatesmen that this inaiter has
remained undiscovered till now. Now, sir, on this
subject I have had a good deal of difficulty.  As
long ago as 1833, Tfind that much obscurity sur-
rounded the question of what it is that constitutes
a Newcastle chaldron. It is everywhere stated
to consist of 72 bushels, and to be double that of a
Winchester chaldron, which contains 36 ; and in
Taylor’s statistics, ir is stated that the British go-
vernment imposing o duty upon, the exportation
of coal! collected it at the rate of 53 cwi. to the
Newcasile chaldron. There was no means, how-
ever, from the papers on your journals, of ascer-
taining what weight of coul was contained in a
Pictou or Sydney chaldron, . It was with a view
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to clear up this difficulty, that the questions pat
by a committee of this honse in” 1854, to,the
Agent of the General Mining Association, in re.
ference te weight, were pressed by myself. These
questions drew forth the fact that the weight of
the Pictou chaldron was 31 cwt., that of the Syd-
ney 28 to 30. It secmed to me that ontof every
52 cwt. of Pictou coal, we were receiving duty
upon only 53. This created in my mind a-feel-
ing that we were not properly treated, and when
the subject came up for discussion in 1835, 1
bronght the matter to the notice of the house in
terms as empbatic as I could well use. Here is
the printed report of what took place at tha
time :— .
(From the Morning Chronicle, March 4th, 1855.)
MINES AND MINERATLS, :
Ixtract of Mr. Archibald’s $peech.

“In 1845 they made a further advance. For
the fixed rent they had up to that period the
liberty of raising 20,000 Newcastle chaldrons.
By the Treasury Minute of that year, made at
their solicitation and against the wish of this
provinee, they are allowed to raise an additional
quantity of 6,000 chaldrons, without any addi-
tion to the rent. It has always been understood
that the Association, in -obtaining a right to
raise 1y the Newcastle measure, were to be
really governed by that measure. But what has
been the fact? By the authority of a gentleman
whose name ou subjecls of this kind is a guaran-
tee for the accuracy of the information, Mr, Tay-
lor, the autaor of the -Coal Statistics, the New-
castle chaldron is stated to weigh 53 hundred
weight, It has been lately understood that coal
invoiced at Pictou weighs 32 hundred weight per
chaldron, Pictou measure, and by the examina-
tion of the Association’s Agent last year by the
Committee on Mines and Minerals it is admitted
that the weight is 31 bundred weight, and that
the Newcastle measure is double, or 62 hundred
weight. Here, then, i appears that under the
Newcastle chaldron the Association have been
in the habit of selling nine hundred weight more
in cach chaldron than they are cntitled to under
their lease. IL.et this run over the period from
1849 to 1853 inclusive, and what is the result?
Why, just this, sir, that within that period the
Association have saved ou the round coal the
sum of £7,011 3s. 0d., which should have found
its way into our Treasury, if the payments bad
been made on the measure by which it is pro-
posed to be regulated. Icall the aitention of
the government to this fact. I think it is a mat,
ter of grave importance, and well i¢ deserves
their parlicular attention: I also call the atten-
tion of the hon. and learned gentleman for An-
napolis to this fact. On this point he has been
misled—the province has—every one has. In
1845, when the Crown was about enlarging the
quantity which the Association were to be per-
mitted to raise for the fixed rent, the matter was
referred "to the local government, of which the
hou. and learned gentleman for Annapolis was
leader. A representation was made by the Ad-
ministration here to the Colonial Secrefary,
showing that in the agreement of 1828 the Aso-
ciation had obtained terms more favorable than
those under the Duke of York’s lease. - - * %%
« A calenlation is made to support that viewy

and in that caloulation, which will be fognd in’
the Journals of 1845, page.10-of; appendisytle:
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same learned geutleman states that 40,000 New-
cnstle chaldrvons contains 96,000 tons.

«Tp this calculation the weight of a Newcastle
chaldron is agsumed to be 52 ewt., and i3 conver-
ted into the tons specified in the Duke of York’s
lease. DBut if the ealculation had been made ac-
cording to the real weight, as now claimed by
the Association, the aggregate would bave becn
115,000 tons instead of 96,000, So that not only
the house have bgen misled, but the past as well
ag the present government have been laboring
nnder a delusion, which is putting money in the
pockets of the Association at the expense of the
Provineial Treasury. This macter should receive,
and I hope will receive, the most thorough inves-
tigation.” ‘

[ere, then, the attention of the government,
of which my hon. and learned friend for Inver-
ness was the then Atty . General—the attention
of the opposition, then lead by the present Atty.
General, was distinetly called to the question
now raised,—and yet the Attorney General con-
tinued to receive the rents as they were received
before ; and in 1835, 1856 and 1857 the company
conlinued to pay the royalties upon the same
measure and weight as had been usual from the
beginning of the lease. Surely, then, if the views
I propounded were sound, it was the duty of the
hon. member for Inverness to have acted upon
them, wheu the interests of the province were so
deeply involved in his doing so. At all events,
if he did not then think the question worthy of
uotice, it scems almost too late now to hope to
give it any importance by calcalations founded
upon views previously refuted or ignored. But
were these views souud? 1 bad great reason {or
doubt. Immediately after the speech was made
I ascertained that the Syducy Colliers, who
bought up their cargoes by the Mines measure.
geldom or never exceeded—sometimes did not
hold out, when measured by the sworn surveyors
of the Halifax market. I found that in other
places where the cargoes were remeasured, there
was not the excess complained of ; and from the
best evidence I could obtain, I came to the con-
clusion that, after all, the grounds T had taken
were fallacious—that I was dealing with a ques-
tion of capacity, and connting it by weight—that
ceverything must depend upon the specitic quan-
Lity or deusity of the body weighed. A Newcas-
tle chaldron contains so many cubic feet. A
measure, therefore, of that capacity, filled with
Neweastle coal, might weigh 53 ewt. But would
the same measure, filled with Pictou coal, weigh
the same? That of course depends apon the
specilic quality of the coul.

Newceastle coul is stated' by Taylor to weigh
2136 lbs. the cubic yard.

I'bave no means of ascertaining the weight of
a cubic yard of Pictou or Sydney coal—but I
find in Yaylor a statement that the average
weight of a cubic yard of the American bitumi-
nons coal is 2560 Ibs. There is therefore 424 1bs,
nore 1o o yard of American coal than in one of
Neweastle, and as there isin a Newcastle chal-
dron about 74 feet, this shows that such a mea-
sure filled with American bituminous coal would
be heavier by 1100 1bs. than the same measure
filled with the produce of the Newcastle mineg.-—
This, therefox:e, is in all probability the explana-
tion :—the Pictou and Sydney coml are heavier
,}9 proportion to bulk than the coal of Newgastle.
The Pictou is somewbat heavier than the Sydney
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—and the difference between all these, is a ques-
tion of weight, not of measure,—while the royal-
ties are a question of measure, not of weight. ., .

At all evenis so strongly was. this view im-
pressed upon my mind by subsequent reflection
and observation,—cnforced as it was by what I
learncd of the practical result of measuring . over
again the coal shipped from Picton and Syiney,
that I ceased to attach importance to it,” and.un-
der any circumstances it would havebeen hardly
fair to found our calculations in negotiating the
arrangement upon premises which were never
considered sufliciently certain to attract the atten-
tion of the provincial authoritics. o

In caleulating the loss to the revenue to result
from the arrangement, the learned member for
Inverness has counted what would result from.a
largely increased product. Suppose, says he,
that we sent off 200,000 chaldrons, the loss wounld
be some £10,000.  But that is not the only view
to be taken of it. If we export that quantity,
it cnables us to import the equivalent of it and
nothing else. Now suppose that 200,000 chal-
drons Newcastle measure, equal to 400.000 chal-
drons Winchester, at $6 a chaldron. . . $2,400,000
And suppose we use for domestic con-

SUMPEEON £, vv v ieen e 400,000
D $2,000,000
This sum would yield a revenue at 5 per cent.

ofnolessthan.................. . ...#£25,000
Add to this the direct rent of........ .. 11,000
And you have no less than............ .£36,000

from this one branch of industry. ‘

A similar calculation, based on 509,000 chal-
drons, would shew an addition directly and in-
directly to your revenue of no less than £87,000,
which would puy the interest on near 1} million
of money. .

Surely, then, if my bon. friend has a right to
draw ou hir imagination for the losses which the
revenue is to sustain, by an indefinite cxpansion
of the trade, it is right to look at the other side
of the picture. If we contemplate a possible loss,
we have a right to look at what must result as
an inevitable gain, My wmost ardent wish, is, that
these intimations may prove true. We may well
atlord to lose, where loss can ooly happen by ‘an
expansion of trade, which throws four-fold more
into our treasury than it takes out. The real ob.
jection to this arrangement is not, ought nof, {o
be that of the loss to the revenue. The whole
duty is unsound in principle, and ought not to
be collected, nnless because we are dealing with
people who hold a monopoly of our mines, and
from whom we have a right to get as much aswe
can. Allusion was made the other day te the
mines recently opened at Londonderry. Now, I
am glad to be able to state to the hounse thatthese
miues bave been actively worked during the last
ten ycars—that 1000 tons of iron, representing
£10,000 worth of lubour, were shipped from Lop-
donderry. Tbhis winter there are 150 labourérs
engaged in cutting down the forrest. Before the
spring opens 500 acres of wood will be: prepared
for burning. &c., and in all probability during
the next summer, 2,500 tons of iron will be sent
away. Look at the life and animation and vigor
which such an enlerprisc inspives through a
neighborheod. The population: for 20 ‘miles

around feel the benefit of it,—the labor, of ‘youur
opératives and artizans is turned into)a valuable
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export, and the dreary stagnation of the wilder-
ness is superseded by.life and industry. Iy there
any member here who would advocate the impo-
sition .of an export duty oniron? Who would
wish to arrest, by the smallest tax, ihe progress
of an enterprise g0 beneficial to the province.

I recollect in'turning over the old journals
some time ago to have secn the report of a com-
mittce on the subject of the export duty on gyp-
sum. Some reformers of that day recommended
the removal of such a duty-—on the ground of its
injurious operation upon the export trade, and 1
have no doubt when that report came in here.
there was a great deal of the same horror at the
loss of the revenue which seems so0 insuperable
an objection to the arrangement. Yet now that
itis off—who is willing in this house, or in this
Province that would make the proposition to re-
impose it. Put a trifling duty upon gypsum,
and you will raise at the expense of that trade a
large sum—who is then to say il should be put
onf Some part of the opposition to this mea-
sure I can hardly understand—there is no difh-
culty comprehending ohjections from those who
were opposed to the address of 1856 ; they thought
we were giving away too much—but if gentle-
men thonght that we could give up £4.600 then,
is the difference of a few hundred pounds more to
alter their minds? I can understand the objec-
tion that we cannot aftord, in the present state of
the revenue, to give up any sum, hut I cannot
appreciate the nice distinction which makes the
one we offered not too much, and the one we ac-
cepted quite too much.  NeithercanI undersrand
arguments ruch as those of my hou. colleague.—
He tells us in one breath, that competition with
the Association is out of the question. ceven if
they concede mines as good as their own, and
that therefore we give up royalty. and get no
competition in return. But surcly this was just
ag truc in 1856 as now. Whal then did my hon.
friend mean by voting for the address ?

He expected no competition in ¢oal. and yet
he offered to give up half the royalty. He must
have meant, then, that the exemption of all the
minerals other than coal from the control of the
company was worth a saerifice of a large amount ;
and if this was worth it then, is it oot so now?
He must have thought that the position which
our people occupied in every industrial purenit

connected with our minerals—in every toad of

plaster they quarry, in every brick kila they
buarn, in every operation for the manulacture of
litne, by which they are infringing claims which
place them in a poxition 1o hesued ab law and
rubjected to {rouble or loss,—he 1must have
thought that exemption from such a position
would be worth someibing, even if there was not
« bushel of coal to be quarried ; and he theught
vight. Suppose, ut this moment, a party cugag-
ing in any one of these operations, were to be
prosecuted for it.—and suppose my bon. friend
from Inverness was called upon to defend him, 1
ask what defence conld ke put in before a Judge
of the Supreme Court ?  Could he use, in casze of
any of the inferior wincrals, an argament that
would be inapplieable, if the offence charged was
in connection with coal? He knows that he
sould not—that the rules of law which apply to
the one. are equally applicable to the other, If,
then, the scttlement of this question involved no
otber consideration than the fyeeing . of our peo-
ple from thia amomelous and degrading condition,
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it would be something worthy of a-considerable
pecnniary sacrifice. But thiz is not the light in
which I view it. T consider this great question
as it is, to be by no means the only or themain
henefil which we obtain, 1 beieve the arrange-
ment will place in our hands the means of com-
petition with the Association, on fair and rea.
sonable terms.  If indeed it be true that the As-
sociation still monopolize all your coal, the
arrangement i not what you had a right to
expret; and with the power you possess of re-

jecting the arrangenient, yon might fairly report

it on that gronnd. This I helieve to he the real
question for disenssion 3 and therefore it is right
the house should be put in possecsion of the hest
evidence which exists, to show how much in
reality we have surrcadercd—how much we
retain,

It is to be regretted that the evidenece is not of
the most absolute ecrtainty 5 but I think it is so
clear, and so eonvincing, that no reasonable doubt
can exist, afler the evidence is fairly stated. Let
us firet cousider what is our whole coal area,
Taylor, in his statistics, estimates Nova Scotia as
containing 15,000 square miles, of which 2,500
are coal formation.  Dr, Gesner, in his evidence
reenrded in your Journals, slates the coal fleld of
Nova Scotia proper at 15,000 square miles j—of
this cnormous extent of coal tield, let us first
consider that part which occupies the body of the
county of Cumnberland. aund the northern part of
the county of Colehuester.  Of this coal field thero
are two places well knowa to contain coal—one
at the Joggins which is worked, and one at
Spring Hill, whieb bas been but imperfoctly ex-
plored,  The coat at Spring Hill has been spoken
of in ths debate as enormous in quantity, as in-
calealable in value. The hon. gentleman from
Newport bas nsked, why did the Association de-
sire to obtain that conl ficld. if they did not eon-
sider it of imrease value. My hon. fricud from
Windsor says, he values one act of the Associa-
tioh ahove a thousand of their assertions, and he
considers their demand of that wine as proviog
incontesiibly the great value of the deposit there.

Now, sir. I shall not pretend to say, what is
the real extent of that mine—what the thickiess
or area of the coal ; but Iam quite content that
its value, as a mecans of inviting competition,
sball be tested by the very principle which my
friend from Windsor so highly estcems,—the act
of the Associalion. .

In 1854 Mr. Fraser applied for this Mine; in
12 months afterwards the power of disposing’ of
it fell into the province under the act of 1853.—
Did the Association attempt tu retain it? Not
they. They bad no desire to do so. [f they were
to have compelition, it was in that quarter they
wished it; 25 miles of raiiroad they knew was
an insuperable obstacle to its produce competing
with theirs. They were content that it should
fall into your hauds,—hut, to-morrow, they would
he glad to give it up to you. if you will exchange
tor it the scaside wines which we fought for and
have obtained for you. But if there be any de-
posit at Spring Hill, of the value supposed; it far
exceeds the limits assigned to them, Dawson
says of this deposit: The structure of the Cum-
berland coal field, warrants the expectation has
“ the Spring Hill seam may be traced  towards
the coast of Schienecto. Bay, pex\-lgg.ps‘;t
vicinity of Apple River,—and also: in-the,

dte direction™ (p, 191), ‘T like'man
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seys he, it Is a perfectly falr inference that the
seams which appear on the coast - section of the
Jogzging must extend along the northern side of
the trough. far into the interior of the country,”
(p. 192). Gesner says, *‘ that coal outcrops on
the horders of the river Hebert, one stratum is
three feet in thickness, workable, half a mile of
railroad would be required to the river, which is
navigable for two hundred tons burthen. There
i« conl on the sides of the River Philip unex-
plored.””  See Journals of Assembly.

Taylor spraks much to the same effect ; indeed,
avery writer on the sulject leads to the inevitable
conclusion that there is a great Lody of coal in
the Camberland field. If it be so, the srpace we
have aiven is too inconsiderable to be estimated
as a matter of importance. Now, ag regards the
Picton coal field, Dawson, in his work on geology,
raye: ¥ There is no part of the country sarround-
ing Pictou harbor of such a character that it may
not contain ecams of coal of workable dimen-
sions, though such beds as those of the Albion
mines cannot reasonably be expected. It is also
probable that workable scams ocenr in the cast-
ern prolopgation of the Alhion mines seams to-
wards the Merrigomish, In this part of the dis-
trict a smali seam is known at McLellan’s brook.
Another seam appears to the sounth-east of New
rlasgow, near the new road to Pine I'ree Gut ;
it is of larger dimensions than that at McLellan’s
Brook, and good coal bas heen taken from its
outerop for domestic uses. Other seams no doubt
exist along this tract, which is marked Ly a
valley or depression extending to the eastward,”
(page 255.) “It is by no means improbable that
a very valuable prolongation of the Albion
Mines may be fonnd in this direction,” (page
265.) But as regards the celebrated deposit
upott which the Albion works are erected, par-
ticularly described by Mr. Dawson. in his evi-
dence out the Journals, given before a committee,
he says:—*“The most important coal fields con-
tained in the central trough. is that of the East
River of Pictou. The productive coal measures
of this ficld include ten beds of coal. only one
at present is worked ; it is 36 feet in thickness,
ad containg 24 feet of good coal; 12 feet of
which are at present mined.” This great hed and
its associated measures are cut off two miles north
of the outerop, by a fault. ‘

** This fault cats the outerop of the coal mea-
sures at the distance of three miles north-west of the
great mines.  In the opposite direction, running
to the south-east, the out crop of the coal seam
runs about a mile, when it appears to be cut off
by a fault. The outerop of the coul measures of
the Albion Mines, thus appear to extend 4 miles,
and the avea of the beds of coal must be less
than 12 square miles.”

Here then you have at the very central and
valuable coal deposit at East River twice as
much in area as you give away. While all the
coal flelds which without doubt abounds ali
round the harbor of Pictou are exclusively yours.
1 do not pretend to say that the Association do
not possess the best-—the most valuable—the
casiest worked mines, !

. No doubt they do. But who has a better
right? Surely nobody would - expect that they
Who have created the works and spent the enor-
Tmous sums they have done in' that locality, on
the faith of the promise of the British Crown,
guaranteed over aud over sgain in addresses and
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resolutions in which we claim no right to inter-.
fere with them in their actual operation—that
they would surrender thers' mines to us. = All
that we have a right to ask is—bave we not. al:
lowed them ton extensive an area? Now as re-
gards that, it is easy to compute the contents of
one acre of coal—one foot in the thickness yields
you 1500°tons ; one-third of this you throw off
for pillars, this leaves you 1000 tons to the acre.
A mile square gives you 640,000 for every
foot thick ; multiply by the thickness of the véin,
and you will have the quantity of solid contents
of coal in the square mile. It will not do, how-
ever, to reckon ag my hon. friend from Windsor
has done.—counting the veins at Joggins, which
arc but 4} teet thick, as yielding the same quan-
tity as thoso of Pictou, which are 8 times the
thickness,  Neither will it do, in estimating theso
quantities, to be guided wholly by the cubic con~
tents ; more especially is this the case at Pictou,
where the character and quality of the ‘deposit
varies exceedingly,  So wuch so indeed that
already that has been the cause of great.loss and
expense to the Association. The pits' first sunk
at Picton were worked towards the north-west,
and then towards the eouth-east; but in both
directions the coal deteriorated so much that it
was thought necessary to remove to other places,
Other pits were then sunk at a large cost, some
distance off, and the veins were then worked.in
the same way to the north-west, and south-east
and were still found to deteriorate. Eventually
these pits were abandoned, and the work resumed
at another floor of the samne vein, in the place
where it was originally opened. So that it is
clear that no calculation of mere area can be de-
pended upon as exhibiting a correct idea of the
available cubic contents of any coal seam.. .
In tlis inquiry it may be worth while to look
at the extent of the areas demanded by the gen.
tlemen who gave notice of a wish to open coal
miues in difterent parts of the provinces At
Spring Hill Mr. I'raser asked for 9 square-miles;
at Point Anconie Mr. Purves asked for 16;at
Lingan Mr. McKeen asked for 3. If these-‘de-
mands were founded on a fair estimate ‘of what
is required, it would not seern that the area: of:1%
square miles allotted to the Association in Nova
Seotia proper, can by any principle of computa~
tion be considered extravagant or unreasonable.
Bat, sir, to leave Nova Scotia proper and go
to Cape Breton—I pass over the 'coal fields at
Carriboo Cove, Little River, and Port Hood;
they may be valuable, and I believe they. are;but
I confess their value has not been so impressed
upon my mind as to make me estimate them asa
very important clement in this question. Let us
go to that magnilicent coal tield which forms:the
north-east boundary of the Island of Cape Breton,
“The coal of Gape Breton,” says Taylor, “ap-
pears to have been known to the early, French
settlers prior to the discovery of that minersl: in
Nova Scotia and Newfoundiand. The Atbe Ray-
nel is among the first writers in- describing 'the
Cape Breton coal, which he said was. worked .in
horizontal beds in open clifis ; and he says that
one of the coal seams had been set on fire and
burned with great fury.” He adds, *“the: pitn-
cipal cosl seam at:Cape Breton is about- six feet
thick, bat the roof not being good, the -workmen

are obliged to leave part-of the: coal.” -~Agaih, ="
we find Taylor describing; the coal field-of Sygey
ag follows : ¢ It extends from:Mird By to-Cape
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Daaphin, averaging about geven miles in width
and occupying an area of 250 square miles,” Of
that portion of this coal field which falls within
the avea conceded to us, he says : “The Bridgeport
wines are 15 miles from Sydney. The coal scam
worked here is nine feet thick. of which formerly
buat five teet nine inches were worked. leaving the
remainder for roofing. This coal, whieh resem-
bles that of Sydney, is conveyed by a railroad,
ucar twomiles, to the shipping place. from whance
small rchooners convey it to the larger vessels,
which approached within a mile.”

Now, Mr. Speaker, it may be asserted that
glatements of the extent and value of coal ficlds,
extracted from Text Books, afford no suffii-
cient foundation for acting upon. There is force
in the as-crtion,—and, if the statements stood by
themselves—if they were not corroborated by the

" nost unexceptionable testimony, they would not
justify any decisive action founded upon such
authority., But I will ask the attention of the
house to a picce of testimony which I shall pro-
nounce unexceptionable, which procecds from the
best possible authority. and must be entitled to

© great weight. I shall ask them to listen to the
statements of the Association themselves, made
by two of .their most trusted and ablc agents in
the province——made before the controversies had
arisen which placed the Association in antagon-
ism te the local legisiature—made when the As-
sociation had no ohjeet, and could be suspected
of having no objeet, except the fair and honest
exposition of the facts as they were.

Let the house turn to the articles on the mine-
rals of Nova Scotia, furnished by Mr. Richard
Swith. and My, Richard Brown-—published in the
second volume of Haliburton’s history of Nova
Scotia; they will find what the Association them-
selves thought of the coal fields they have con-
ceded. Inspeaking of the castern coal district of
Cape Brceton, this is the language used :—

» This extensive and important conl disirict
commences at the northern head of Miréd Bay.
and continues to the great entrance of the Bras
d’Or lakes, being in length 35 miles, and averag.
ing 5 miles in width. ¥rom a minute calcula-
tion of the area of this district, deducting the
harbors, bays, and numerons indentations in the
coast, it appears that there are one hundred and twen-
ty square males of land containing workable veins of
coal. For the sake of conciseness, we shall call
the above area the Sydney coal ficld, al-
though the two extreme points are ncarly 20
miles distant from the town of Sydney.

¢ If a line be drawn {rom Scataric to Sydney,
and thence to Cape Dauphin, it will form the
south-western boundary of the Sydney coal
field.”

Now, let gentlemen look &t the maps exhibiting
the areas retained, and those conceded, When
the Association in their first proposition demand-
ed the extension of the line from Syduney Harbor
to Cow Bay, they certainly did intend it to cover
a very large part of this valuable coal fleld.
Compare that line with the one eventually estab-
lished, and the bouse will find that so far as re-
gards area, they have conceded to us two thirds
of the whole. Then, 3s to the value of what lies
to the south of Limgan, what say these same
authorities? ¢ The two deep veins in Lingan
Bay are of the best quality in the Sydney coal
.field. The nine feet vein which is exposed in the

North cliff; dips to the'N. E. at an angle of ten’
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degrees.  The eleven feet vein on the south side
dips to the east at anangle of five degrees, This
difference of inclinntion, it caused hy a fanlt
which runs from N. I5. to 8, W., and may Le sean
on the northern ¢lifi. A specimen of coal from
the eleven feet vein bas been carefully anatyzed
by an eminent chemizt und found to contain coly
& per cent of extrancous substance.”

Now, this is precisely the deposit which we
have secured. and gentlemen will observe that
while the vein ix thicker than that to the north,
~—while the coal is of a quality almost unexam-
pled, the very =truc ture of the mepsures is such as
to enlarge the bounds of the arcas, within which it
may be rendered productive. On the north side
of the harbour, 1ur every 9 feet horizontal mea-
sure, the coal seam descends one foot deeper. On
the south, however, this dip is ouly one foot in
18 5 and therefore u pit sunk on the coal seum at
five miles distance frows the outcrop, will strike
the vein within a workable depth,—and thus the
area, within which coal operations may be con-
ducted, is just doubled by the difference in the
dip upon the two sides of the harbour,

Sir, this difforence would seem to be almost
enough to satizly any gentleman ; but still, it is
pot the whole of that on which your delegates
acted. We have still furtber the evidence of
another gentleman. qualified by long service as
an officer of the Association at Sydoey to speak
with precision, aud from his present position to-
wards the Association. beyond any suspicion of
designedly misinformiog uson the subject. That
gentleman’s testimony entirely corroborates that
of the other two of the officers of the Association.
And thus with the concurrent opinion of three
persous, as well gualified—probably better quali-
ged than any other three men in existence o
speak with certainty, can it be pretended that
there iz the shadow of a ground for believing
that in the concession of the arca to the south of
Bridgeport harhour we possess, so far as quantity
and quality, thie eloments for conducting a. trade
of any magnitude in this branch of industry.
Add to all this the pertinacity with which the
Association adhered to their original proposi-
tion, including this area,—the rcluctance with
which they aceeded 1o our excluding it, and it is
impossible to resist the conviction at which your
delegates arrived when completing this arrange-
ment. '

But assuming all this, it is said--what is the
value of all this deposit, if it is inaccessible, by
sea 7—if we cannot mect the Associafion upob
terms of such equality as to create reasonable
hopes of competition? My answer is that we
bave the same chance at Bridgeport that they
bave. They have at their own expense deepened
the entrance to the harbor ; our agreement se-
cures to us the privilege of that improvement—
We may run our roads over their aress, build
our wharves and railways upon their lands, and
ship coal along side of them with precisely the
same advantages which they possess. = The navi-
getion at Bridgeport is confessedly nof of the
best ; but the Association last year, in some Way
or other, shipped from that harbor, no less, than
6000 chaldrops ‘of coals; and while the Bridge-
port mines were being worked, they exported by
this navigation no less, than 140,000 chaldrons,
g0 that it cannot be said that. this navigation.is

ot

altogether valueless,.and as regands it, We;s
on an equsl footing with the;company.




1858.]

Lventually, however, 1 may assuwme that if coal
nperations are to be conducted to any great ex-
tent ab either Lingan or Bridgeport mines—the
produce will find its way by rail o Sydoey. The
few mileg from either mine to Syduey harbor,
where the navigation is unsurpassed by any har-
Lot on the coast, runuing as it dues over com-
paratively level ground, will uot form a perma-
nent impediment to the openiog of these mines—
and when the Association are obliged to adopt
that c¢oarse, any new  company working the
Bridgeport collicries will stand ou an equal foot-
ing as regards the two mines. IL is true the
company have the benetit of thy Sydoney mines
within a short distance of the water,—but let me
tell gentlemen that there i3 not at Sydoey mines
the immense quanlity of coal that is supposed,
The coal scam there, measured from the outerop
to the water. includes aboub two square wiles, One
of thun is already worked ever ; there remains
hut about one square mile. Calculate thisat 1000
tons to the acre of one foot thick—or 640,000
fons to the syuare mile, and multiply by the
thickuess of your scam, and yoa have about
4,000,000 tons of coal as its utwost limit of pro-
duction, The traffic of the last year was about
150.000 tons; let it increase as it has done for
the last few years,—suppose it to double, and the
whole mine will be exhausted in ten years.  Now,
if this should be the case, where are the company
1o carry on their operations during the rest of
their Jease? Between Sydney and the little Bras
A'Or the land 1s disturbed—the coast line is rag-
ged and uneven—and no known valuable deposit
exists which would justify the evection of exten-
sive works,

Al Point Anconi there i @ valuable coal field,
which affords inexhaustible material for carrying
on the works; and it is to this coal field the
company must look if the scam at Sydney is ex-
hausted,~or if any accident such as” has already
neeurred at Pictou, should interrupt the works at
Sydiey 5 and, surely, it wounld hardl ¥ be expected
that the compauy would give up this deposit
which may at some time be so essential to their
existence, unless we had the power to get it out
of theie hands,  That power we had not. The
bill of 1833 only authorises us to take possession
o mines not working ; these mines are not with-
in that description, and thersfore we could not be
expected to demand, or if we did demand, to ob-
tain them. To the company then, besides the
mines at Sydney and the Lingan Coast, we have
given in effect the Point Anconi mine. To our-
:\'clves'we have secured all the rest of the Islang,
inclading seams at the Little Bras 4'Or and
Bridgeport, that have been actual ly tested and
tried, and are known to be very valuable, besides
du Immense area which we have every reason to
believe contains a great extent of workable coal
seams. T ask, then, if the delegates have not, in
substance, carried out the arrangement for which
the Legislature have been asking for many long
years, If we have, ang you are convinced of that,
f{ught we to allow financial considerations to pre-
1‘ (;'llé ui ;gc_)m pu}ting an end t0 a controversy so
1'cvenlzle isu:g. . think not.. If the loss to the
it o es (i)t? ,,t,tx;eat, we should have thought of
ueitber.ch ) ik gt was no consnder:;txpn then,
tits m;mu . 1b be now. At all events, it hardly
it ooy who undcrpatgd it thep to overvalue

In conclusion, let me express the hope ilxabi the
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house, in the decision to which they are about to
come, will be guided by what is due to them-
selves and the country they represent. If they
feel that the eettlement, now in our power to
secure, is a fair and honorable oue, I trust they
will not rejeet it. To do so. would be to throw
this question once more into the arena of politi-
cal controversy. It would present us in the as-
pect so much to be deplored, of the Legislature
of a country being in permanent antagonism to
the greatest industrial interest the country con-
tains. There may be reasons to warrant that
position ; but they must be grave indeed ; aud I
do"not think we would be justified in reference to
this question, if we did not. when the opportanity
for a tair and honorable compromise is offered to
us, almost upon our own terms, do everything
that in justice to the constituents we represen b—
in justice to the province whose rights are entrus-
ted to us, we can do, to put an end to this. pain-
ful controversy.. :

— Pt g t

SATURDAY, Feb’y 20. -
MINES AND MINERALS. -

Mr. Topix said, as no other gentleman seemed
inclined to address the house, he would make »
few observations on the subject under discussion.
When he first came to this house the public mind
was largely occupied with the disputed question -
of the Mines and Minerals, and his own was to.a
considerable extent influenced by the views of the
hon. member for Inverness, as expressed in the
speeches he then delivered before the hoyse. K He
had looked up a speech delivered in the session .of
1855 by that hon. gentleman, in which he said
that as the subject was then so completely. ex-
hausted he considered it impossible to engage the
attention of the house at any great length, but
when he listened to the elaborate arguments de-
livered by that hon. gentleman a few days since
on this same subject, he was at a loss to reconcile
his recent specch with the views he had previous-
ly expressed. For his part he did think the sub-
Jeet had been worn threadbare, as was evident
from the fact that the hon. Attorney General with
all hig ability and intimate knowledge with. the
question under debate, failed to engage the atten-
tion of the house. The public mind, as also the
opinions of most hon. members, was completely
made up, and he felt that no arguments that he
could adduce would have any effect upon the
decision of the question. ‘

In his opinion he believed that the arrangement
entered into by the delegates embodied the views
and principles laid down by the hon. member for
Inverness in his address of 1856, in which he
(Mr. T.) perfectly concurred, and he did think
that after the able speech of the hon. member for
Colchester (Mr. Archibald,) who was selected asn
delegate to represent the views of the oppositon,
that but little debate or opposition would have oé-
curred. The hon. member for the North Riding
of Colchester (Mr MecLellan) gaid in the course
of his remarks that when gentlemen laid down
false premises, they would naturally draw false
conclusions. If he referred to the arguments of his
hon. colleague (Mr. Archibald,) he (Mr. T. ), could
detect nothing to warrant such & remark, 'as he
thought the speech delivered by thiat houi, and
learned gentleman was' distinguished’ by’ douiid

argument which could hardly. fail to convince:the




72

House, that the arrangement entered into between
the delegates and the Mining Association was in
accordance with expressed .opinions of this House
as shown by the journals, and carrying out the
principles laid down in the addvess of 1856,
which 1laid the basis of the negotiation.—
The hon. gentleman went on to say that he had
turned his attention to the maps of the coul locali-
ties laid on the table by the Hon. Attoruey Gene-
ral, and he was convinced from his inspection of
them that if the Bill before the House was ratified,
that a wide field would be left open for competition
and enterprise. The small areas reserved to the
Mining Association Was not mere than sufficient
for their operations till the expiration of their
lease, with the exception of SpringiHill Miue, and
if we are to judge of the value of the Spring Ifill
Mine as a field for competition by the opinion of
the hon. and learned member for Colchester, who
has given the subject great consideration and at-
tention, judging also by its geographical position,
being situated atsuch u distince from tide-water,
its importance cannot be a watter of much consi-
deration to the Province. The hon. member for
Wirdsor had made & most extraordinary speech.
The principlesenunciated by that hon. gentleman
with regard to mercantile usages are not those he
(Mr. T.) had been accustomed to follow. The
honorable gentleman advocated a delay, and said
that no harm could come of it; sir, to
defer the bill is to reject the terms of agree-
ment. Whatthen? Are we tohave again the lease
gent out by the British Government as in 1855,
laid on the table of the house, and the exceution
of it demand.d by the British Government, in
order to settle the claims cxisting between the
creditors of the Duke of York and the Mining
Association, that the chancery suits pending muy
be discharged—are we again to have such an ex-
hibition as took place in thishouse on the delivery
of the speech of the hon. member for Inverness,
{Mr. Young) when he declared that he could not
ask the consent of the house to an act which de-
prived the people of this Province of all its mine-
ral wealth, leaving nothing to its inhabitants but
the soil they stood on. Sir, I cannot reconcile
the hon. gentleman’s opposition to the ratification
of the térms of agreement, beeause he laid the
basis of these agreements, and although the op-
portunity of bringing them to a close has been
snatehed from him, still to him belongs the hon-
our of the final settlement of this vexed guestion
by his previous expressed opinions. Guided by
his legal knowledge and experienoe it was brought
up to the point which made the path of the hon.
delegates comparatively smooth, But the hon.
gentleman persists in his opposition, alleging that
the delegates have given away all the coal fields.
Sir, if we are to believe all the reports that have
come to us through Dawson, Haliburton, and
others, there must be vast fields of Mineral wealth
outside the areas luid off for the Mining Associa-
tion in this province. When Ilook on the maps on
the table and see the spots marked on them, I
cannot assent to the arguments of the hon. and
learned member for Inverness.
there are ample fields for enterprise and competi-
tion, and as the agrcement entered into secures to
the province theright to construct rail roads, team

roads, and all other appliances for the transmission
and shipments of coal over the coal lands of the
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Mining Association, and also the right to. build
wharves' alongside of the wharves of the Mining
Company, wecan apprehend no danger of being
shut out from competing with the Association when
we are placed on terms of perfect equality. - He
(Mr. T.) had heard it argued that no ariangement
had been made with the Association for reducing
the price of coal. Thisappeared to him purile—is
it not for the interest of the Company to lower the
perice of coal at the Mines in order to secure an ex-
port demand. They wust put the price down to
compete with the Mining Companies of the United

States. It is said that the United States have
no coal equal to our Picton coal for smelt

ing and manuficturing purposes. The Cam-
berland cozl of the United States , according

to the report of W. R. Johnston, is estimated

highly,—the demand for it has rapidly increased,

it is excellent for domestic purposes, making a

warm and comfortable fire, very desirable and

g0 excellent for raising steam that it is preferred

by some stcamship companies, to -all others is

inuse. It is also, used for smelting and manu-

facturing purposes, and daily coming into favour,

and its consumption daily increasing. There was

a time when a moral, a brave and industrious
people could become a powerful nation, indepen-

dent of climate and natural resources of country

and climate, but this cannot occur again. Men
are indeed apimated by the same passions that

swayed mankind in days of old, but the natives of

the carth ave now controled by outward circum-

stances of a totally different character, and these

have but recently come into existence. The in-

vention of the steam engine and the application

of its mighty power to manufacturing and com-

mercial purposes, have made those nations the

rulers of the world, which have within themselves

the greatest resource for maintaining the all con-

quering agency of steam. .

With ouly a superticial area of 815,000 square
miles of country, and a climate by no means fa-
vorable for agricultural productious, what would
Inglaud be witbout her valuable 9,000 miles
of coal ficlds,—without this where would be her
10.000 woolen and cotton facteries—swhere her
2,500 stcam ships and boats, and where in her-fu-
merable railroads and locomotives? "The-.coal
fields of the United States cmbrace ab ares of
138.569 square wiles; those of Great Britain and
freland only 11.859; those of Spain 3,400,
France 1,710.  With the exception of the North
American Colonies, which has an area of 18,‘000
square mileg, the coal felds of all other pations
in comparison with those of the United States
are .mere patches on the surface of the globe,
Two-thirds of the commerce of the world is car-
ricd on by Great Britain and the United States;
and as no nation can be commercially pq“(erfui
now without steam ships,—and as no long voys:
ges can be maintained without coal, the conl re-
sources of those two great commercial nations
form a well grounded basis to predict the fusare
of their greatness and power.} oo

According to statistical returns, there wag
mined in the United Kingdom in 1856, sixty-six
mitlions six bundred and forty-five thousand four:
hundred and fifty tons_of coal, while the. tota
qaantity mined in the United States, and setl
market since the commencemgnt of /the: 331%‘ 1
does not exceed 77,336,544 tons. ,);’?;yxt;tél};z
sumption is rapidly increasing;'and,
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ceed 10 million tons. MHitherto the forests in
North America afforded abundance of fuel for
every want ; but as the country becomes cleared
of the primitive forest, the consumption of coal
must rapidly increase, and it needs no prophet’s
glance to fortel that the export of coal trom this
province, under a free developement, will double
in less than ten years, Since the United States
commenced to build and run steamers, the con-
sumption of coal has largely increased. Two
lines of stear ships—8 vessels—running between
New York and Liverpool, used no less than
32,000 tons of coal last year. The time has now
arrived when the quantity of coal used by a na-
tion may be taken as an criterion of its power,
its commercial greatness, ocean and inland. .

The privileges given to the Mining Ascociation
under the agrcement, do not confer on the com-
pany anything lilce the privileges enjoyed by the
Pennsylvania coal company. A bill, entitled the
“Wyoming coal and iron company,” passed both
hranches of the State Legislature in 1856. The
capital is one million dollars, with power to in-
crease it to a sum not exceeding $5,000,000. The
Corporation have the right to purchase and hold
coal and iron ore lands in the county of Luzerne,
o the number of, at any one time, 2,000
acres; and limestone and iron ore lands in the
countics of Columbia and Montrose, not exceed-
ing 300 acres at any one time, with power to
mortgage, sell, lease, &e. T1he Corporation to
pay to the State treasurer one half of one per
cent. upon the capital invested in four equal in-
slalments, &e. In the Schuylkill county there
are 113 collieries, employing about ten thousand
men.  The thickest vein worked is at Heckscher-
ville, which is 80 fect in verticle thickuess, and
atb the mnallest is 2 feet. From those facts we
may vaturally conclude, that to increase the ex.
portation of coal from this province, we must re-
move all restrictions that impede the operations
ol the company ; and by relicving the province
from - this ‘monopoly. invite capital and skill to
turn this valuable deposit into a profitable source
of wealth to the people of Nova Scotia.

Nova Seotia is rich in mineral wealth ; but her
tineral wealth does not nor eannot increase her
viches, by allowing it 1o remain locked up in the
bowels of the carth, Building stone is useless
till delved from the quarry, and' the metals de-
tve their value in proportion to their variety,
and the consequent amount of labor expended in
obiaining them, - Our mineral resources, so long
as they are held by the Mining Association as a
monopoly, prevents their free developement and
excites feclings of hostilily by the Legislature
aud people of this country, and become vexatious
and irritating to both parties, Therefore, to re-
wove this source of agitation, and in order that
all the unworked mines and minerals of the pro-
yince may revert to the government, for the
henefit of the whole people, he would record his
vote to give effect 40 {he agreement entered into
hetween the delogates and the Mining Associa-
tion, in order 1o set at rest this long vexed ques-
tion, which hag so long agitated the minds of the
people, ‘ N
, Mr. MeLurrax said—From the kind of cvi-
¢ 101100 we have had, it appears that if coal 'is at
:ltl Cto be found outside the company’s lines, it is
A bape Breton,—the furthest from the_ M eri
market and the most ‘expensive, begaji

=

double that of Pictou, ' It would therefore have
cost the company some £4000 more to have
raised the same quantity of coal at Sydney Mineg
that they raised in Pictou in 1857. This is ng
doubt the reason why the company's operations
are 50 much on the decline there. ft is therefore
evident that the only chance of competition with
the Association would be at Spring Hill Mines.
It has the great advantage of a safez navigation,
and is only about twe thirds the distance from 4
market; by insurance and freight alone, 5d. per
chaldron would be saved. Suppose a company
were to raise 70,000 chaldrans a year at Spring’
Hil, the advantage over Pictou and Cape Bre- .
ton mines would be £17,500. Against this are
some 20 miles of railway to build to reach Parrs-
boro’ River., Suppose this to cost £50,000, the
interest would be about £3,000 a year, leaving ‘a
profit against the Cape Breton mines of £14,500
annually, or about £406,000 for the twenty-eight
ears. -
y In all my experience I have never heard so
many fallacious and unsound arguments pro-
pounded on any subject, as have been used in the
discussion on this bill. It is, we are told, to
stimuiate and give more life and vigor to the
trade ; but all seem desirous of avoiding particu-
lars. Will any hon. gentleman seriously agsert,
that if the paltry 4d. per ton is taken off, one
bushel of coal more will he raised, or the price at
all reduced to the people ; and yet, if this argu.
ment be taken away, the whole {fabricupon whick.
this agreement is supported, tumbles to pieces,
If hon. gentlemen will at once say—the more:
of the public money we can spend the. better, I
can understand them, and appreciate the haste.
with which the measure before us is attempted
to be forced through the house; but they are.
too wise to do that,~they cloak their rveal ideas
under a professed desire to do good. If anything:
would justify a minority in returning to their
homes and _leaving a majority in their glory—or.
a people rising en masse and petitioning the Gov-
ernor to dissolve the house—it would be the pas-:
sage of a bill such as this, in the way it hasbeen
forced on. ,
After some desultory discussion— ‘ A
Mr. Kiras rose and said:—1 regret, Mr.
Chairman, that I have been prevented from at-
tending here to listen to the interesting debate
which I am sure must have taken place on this
subject. Under ihe circumstances, considering
the aspect which it bas uow assumed, I scarcely
know what can be done with it. I cannot sa
that my opinion has much changed ; having al-
ways believed that the wisest course was to lef
the Association alone. Bat, sir, from time to
time we have had discussions in this house, and"
the matter has been agitated out of doors ; reso-
lutions and addresses have passed advocating a ‘
scttlement ; and when the delegation was pro-
posed at the last session, and two hon. members
of this house chosen to go home and make final
arrangements, I felt that the Association would’
have the best of it ;' and I still believe that, what-
ever we may do, they will still bave the best of
it. -As; however, a negotiation has been had, and .
a final adjustment made, aceeptable loth' to the
delegates apd the Association, it appears to - me’

that our-wisést course is to-accept: and make the'

best.of it wecan.  Outside the preseribed lemily

#ifting. accordine 1 ‘ o bhie| thore may. be some inines that can b worked ady
ing. "‘9"‘}1&1“"%‘3‘% " Mr. Cunorl’s stateent, e’ vantagdously, and (hata'c mpany may he! form
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#d to compete with the Association, and enpply
some part of the demand,

1t was the policy of Mr. Young and Mr. Howe,
when in the administration, to get some arrange-
ment made, aud I do not see why, after their own
objects have been effected, they should demur to
fuifi! them. On thege grounds, sir, and believing
that 1o advaniage will result from delay, T feel
myself juslified in voting for the bill

Dr. Browys.—I do not think it worth while,
Mr. Speaker, to occupy more time in debating this
question. Members around these beuches are
now quite competent to judge of the whole sub-
jeet. In fact, it appears to me that when two
delegates from opposite sides have been chosen,
and have agreed on the terms to be submitted to
the Mining Association,—and these terms have
been accepted, it appears to me that the whole
guestion is settled, and it is uscless talking more
about it. The bargain iz made. and be it for
good or for evil, we must abide by it. Asto
the advantages of this bargain, I have made up my
mind that it is a good one; and I am satisficd.
But no one supposes that this arrangement will
not pase this house. Why, then, debate it tur-

ther? 'The truth is, gentlemen speak in order fo
make a display in the public papers. Nobody’s
opinion is influeneced by these speeches, and I
even gee no cause for delay, cspecially when the
house is pressed by so immense an amount of
busincss as is now before it.

Hon. Mr. Howe.—I feel reluctant, sir, even to
seem to retard the transaction of the public busi-
ness, ot prevent any hon. gentleman from addres-
sing the house; but, 8ir, as the hon. and learned
Attorney Goneral seems to press for a division,
and no one else appears desirous of speaking just
now, [ shall offer my views to the house, perhaps
on this measure for the last time. Sir, L ask why
this extreme haste to meet the views of the Mining
Association ? why this anxiety to press this ques-
tion at once to a conclusion ? I cannot but con-
tvust the extreme tardiness heretofore evinced by
hon. gentleraen to meet this question with the
undue hagte exhibited now by hon., gentlemen
opposite.  We were told some ten days ago that
fishermen wer2 starving on our coasts; they have
been lett to starve ; nobody has exhibited any
solicitation or anxiety respecting them. But from
day to day this subject has been urged, upon the
ground that it was necessary for the interest of
the Mining Association that this bill should
pass, in order that they might complets the
urreagemants  for  the Spring. As  one
member of this House who has always sup-
ported everything which might lead to a set-
tlement ou o fair and honorable basis, 1 think
bon. gentlemen are bound not to precipitate the
proposed avrangement, before all the cvidence
necessary to lead us to ascund conclusion is before
the House, with « pertinaceous haste absolutely
indecent, ‘Ihe hon. membker for Yarmouth asks

~chere is the Lenesit of delay ? and justly goes on

{0 B2y, negociste os you may, reconsider it asas
you mway, the Minicg Association will still bave
the advantage, and will beat you at last. And
80 it is, at every turn they have taken advantage
of us ; on every division they have beaten us,
and unless we act with firmness and decision they
will do 5o still.

Now, sir, we have no suthentio informatjon
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touching these areas, Would any man purchige
a barn yard with boundaries so undefined and
uncertain ; would he buy a ship on guch an aj.
measurement. It is tolerably well authenticated
that when Sir George Murray made the origital
arrangement he was ignorant of the frot thatlie
had transferred, not only the mines in the Tsland .
of Cape Breton, but those in Nova Scotia also,”

Are we better informed as to the nature and
extent of the bargain we are about to make?- I
think not. Even the delegates themselves do not
pretend to be awure of the quantity of coal com-
prised in the areas surrendered, or whether  any
mines capable of being worked to advantage
exist outside these areas. Why then should this
House be denied the fullest data, the most ample
information # When the bargain is once ratified,
there is an end to negotiations ; we may grumble
and complain unheeded, because we will be impo.
tent, What reason then can the hon. Attorney
General give for denying us & year’s delay, and
that he may have no ground to refuse & request
so reasonable and just, I am content that if, after
gsuch delay, the House should be of opinion that
the proposed arrangement would conducg to the
public good and ratify it, then that it should take
effect from the 1st of January, 1858. Burely
hon. gentlemen will not venture to assert that in
adopting such a course there is any breach of
faith,—any act of discourtesy ; nay, sir, could
anything fairer be stated by man than thet?
Should this proposition not be accepted ? and if
not, why not ? I shrewdly suspect the reason-to
be that the more this subject is sifted and investi-
gated, the more that information is thrown upen
it, the greater the likelihood that we shall find
good reason to pause, perhaps to reject thig propo
sition altogether ; and if the question be forced on
to a hasty issue, I shall be neither afraidtov
ashamed to record my vote against the bill. * "

If a public officer happen through inadvertence
to make a mistake in his accounts, amountingto
£200, it is printed abroad to all the world asan
act of neglect, incapacity, or perhaps worse j but
the Mining Association it appears hag been k-
ing a series of mistakes in their own favour
amounting toabout £7,000. These are now disous-
sed for a first time, yet that is nothing at all ; we
pocket the loss, and there is an end to it. - The
hon. member for Yarmouth knows well that one
of their very first acts when they got possessia
of these mines, was to change the measurement
by the substitution of one word for another;by
which, and I quote from the speech of my™ lion.
and learned friend from Colchester, they hawe
down to this time gained an enormous advaniage.
Suppose the Province had entered into 8 contraet,
with a private individual, and by it lost £160,000.
would we not be icsane to close another bargi
with the same person without first investigating
all the facts, and making ourselves thoroughly
conversant with its nature. We come down tos
later period and find that without the knowledge
of this Legislature, by another change, the Asio-
ciation obtained the right to increase their quan-
tity of coals raised under their lease by £60
Again, at a Iuter period, we discovered thatithey
had evaded the payment of Royalty jon slackistal..
1 shall not now stop o diseussthie polioyzofiexiote
inng it; sufficient for -me that:they werd
their agreement:to pay!it; ane

g
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ledge or assent, withheld what was justly due to
the Provinee.

For years, sir, by the talent and pertinacity of
4heir advocates, both within and without this
house, they, even after we became aware that
Royalty had not been paid, successfully resisted
our efforts to enforce it, until this house, tired of
trying less hersh means, by compulsory legisla~
tion exacted it, Was not the hon, member for
Yarmouth, am not I, them, justified in saying
that, looking to the past, seeing how on every
hand they have year by year, and session after
session, beaten us on all points, that they will
still have the best of it, act as we please. But
that isno reason why we should not cautiously
investigate the subject before us, and endeavour,
if possible, to thwart them in accomplishing now
what before they have so successfully achieved.

Now, sir, my hon, friend from Colchester ad-
mits candidly, and I was glad to hear him admit
it, that we ave not bound to ratify this agreement,
that the right to review and revise does appertain
to this house, If so why should we not exercise
that right 7 Let me investigate briefly some of
the mogt powerful and cogent arguments of my
hon. amd learned friend. He says a great many
thousand tons of coal will be shipped to the United
States after the pussage of this bill over and above
the quantity now exported. For the sske of
argument let me admit this, and I think even
then Ican shew, notwithstanding that I have been
accused by the hon, Provincial Secretary with
making long speeches and nothing in them—that
our people will not be benefitted in a ratio equal
to the advantages conferred on the Association.
Toke the shivering .old woman in one of our
upper streets, sitting over the embers of an ex-
piring fire.; what cares she about questions of
aree, or questions of trade? To her it is & mat-
ter of little moment, while the wintry wind is
howling around the orazy tenement she inhabits,
Whether the Association obtain b or 10 square
niles of territory, or.export, 200,000, or 200,-
000,000 of chaldrons.; but right well does she
understand the difference between paying 6d. or
Is, for that small scuttle of coal that goes to warm
herself and family, (Checrs from the gallery.)
On this point I contend that the delegates have
entirely failed ; they have speculated-on an in-
crease in trade, but have given no heed to that
which more than aught else should have engros-
ssed their attention, the reduction in price loour
own people.  But suppose they export twice the
quantity now sent away from our shores; the
Revenue will not be increased, for it is contem-
plated that the royalty shall be reduced ; the
price willnot be reduced, for the demand always
regulates the supply, and the Association will not
Tase or export a greater quantity of coal than
they can find a ready market for. The money
Will not go into the Provincial chest, and the old
Woman will pay just as muchk for her scuttle of
coal as she now does,

By the reciprocity Treaty, the Foreign Trade in
coal wag largely affected, & veduction of 4s. 6d.
per chaldron was made in the United .States, in
favor of the Trade. OQur provineial interests were
sacrificed to obtain- that concession. What are
you about to do ?-. Do you give our own peopleany
d ~=improve their condition ox lessen their bur-
den?. Ko, sir, £6,000 which we require, to-put
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‘upon our roads and bridges, is given to the Asso-
ciation while they arenot restriucted; from charg.
ingany price they please; Have wenot good rea~
son then to look with caution at this arrangement?
arc we not justified in pausing until all the ele-
ments for forming & sound judgment are befors
us—and thereby prove to the Mining Asseeiation
that they are dealing with an intelligent Legisla-
ture, that will no longer consent to forego their
rights, or allow them to be sacrificed, -

1 understood my Hon. and learned friend frons
‘Colchester to say last night that on one side of
Sydney harbour there existed but two square
miles of workable coal seams, and that these wera
nearly exhausted. I believed it then, but what do
I find since? That in the locality mentioned the
Association have reserved twenty-odd square
miles. In that compass fifty farmers may live ;
by this Bill they are prevented from raising for
their own use a single chaldron of coals. In all.
fairness and justice, I ask ifit is equitable or right
to strip them of this privilege? .

Again in the County of Cumberland ig situated
the Spring Hill mine. We are told that it is 20
miles from navigable water; but I know that ships.
are built and deals are rafted within four or five
miles of the place. ‘

But even if not workable for exportation, why
deny to the people the right of working a mine
situate in the heart of one of your noblest Coun-
ties, from off the face of which the forest is rapid-
ly disappearing? The members for that County
are strong supporters of the Administration, and
warped by their present position may support this
Bill,—but if they occupied seats on the opposite
side, I cannot help thinking-that a good deal of in=
formation would be elicited from them antagonis-
tic to the ratification of this agregment. Suppona
the farmers upon the Macan and Nappan rivers de-
sire the privilege of digging this coal from the
soil for their own use, why should it be denied
them ? Sir, my impregeion is that the policy of the
Mining Association has been, under the guise of
striking off the general monopoly they possessed, in
reality to retain everything that was worth having,
and rivet that monopoly more firmly upon thig
country for the next twenty-eight years; other-
wise, sir, Why when they had retained some
miles on one side of Sydney harbour, did they sti-
pulate for and obtain a vast area on the other. ..

The Hon. Attorney General and my hon. friend
from Colchester, hoth quoted from Haliburton’s
history. I believe I printed that work myself,
and am of opinion that the statements touching
matters of this kind, are not very accurate or re-
linble, having been drawn just as my hon. friend
the member for Inverness drew the other day s
beautiful seenic sketch of the forest which flour-
ished on the soil of Pictou ages ago. Ido not
believe the information that wori pretends to give
is based on seientific surveys ; but it was necessary
that a flourishing account of our mineral resources
should be sent abroad—and it was done, o good
deal of it, I suspect, based on mere conjecture: -

"The report laid upon our table yesterday shows.
that the difference in the estimates of: the sum-
necessary to complete the railroad to Truro athounts
to £150,000. ‘We may require sll our resources
to complete the road to Pictou.  Are we in a con-
dition, then, to throw awdy 'so lorge 'sumh as this
bill contetaplates ? I am not inelined th give i
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necessary or factious opposition to this measure,

" but I do think that any man who calmly reflects

upon our income and obligations will say, that we
are not, With reduced royalty,—ua crippled re-
venue,~—no reducticn in the price of coal, and no

. positive proof of increase in our foreign exports,—

without the shadow of a chance of honorable com-

. petition in our mining operations,—weuld we . not

be insane indeed to accept a measure, the advan-
tages of which are all on one side, and the disad-
vantages on the other ?

‘We are now told by those who formerly regard-
ed the matter lightly, of the shame and degrada-
tion of this monopoly. For thirty years we have
felt the clank and weight of the chain. We are
used to it ; we can wait another year. DBut would
the company venture to go so far as the hon. At-
torney General asserts, and claim & right to the
limestone rocks in Minudie, or the plaister quar-
ries in the county of Hants ? I should like to see
any agent going into Hants county to enforce such
& claim ; T will venture to say that he would come
out quicker than he went in. No company, how-
ever great their prestige, would dare attempt to
enforce such a right. Since the bill of 1854, the
Mining Association have no monopoly worth a
farthing.

Now, sir, I put it to hon. gentlemen on all
sides : there are many claims to be provided for,
many petitions upon our table asking legislative
aid. s it wise, then, if {he state of our finances
prevent us from considering these claims, because
we are unable to provide for them, to strike from
our revenue some £06000 annually, while we do
not secure to our own people a single benefit 7 I
put it to the hon. and Jearned Atterney General :
if he forces this house into. o decision upon this
bill, will he stand as high in the estimation of the
country,—will he stand as high in our estimation
(but perhaps he cares little for that), as he would
if he yielded, withdrew the bill for the present,
and allowed it to lie over until the next session?
But yet, sir, when public men engage in political

. conflict, theve is always an innate feeling which

compels them to appreciate the esteem of honora-
ble opponents ; and if, after this discussion, he
takes the honorable, the Qignitied course—which
even the minds of many of his own supporters
approve—he will elevate himself, not only in the
opinion of the country, but in that of the opposi-
tion. <¢If, when doue, ‘twere well done, then
‘twere well it were done quickly.””  Aftera year's
experience we should come back to this house, the
measure would be again submitted to us, and, if
sound, the action of the delegutes, fortified by
abundant evidence, would meet our unanimous
approval.

Now, sir, I have Lriefly given to the house the
ideag which I ut present cntertain upon this all
important question. 1t the delegates had been in
a, position to say, ¢¢For every penny of royalty
taken off, so will the price of coal be reduced,”
we should have stood in a very different positiou ;
but when [ know that the only effect of this ar-
rangement will be to give the Mining Association

" & firmer hold upon us—to add to the advantages

they now possess—to dimipish our revenue, and

ingrease theirs—my voice is still for delay. I

have always believed—Ileoking to the condition of

Nova Scotia, and knowing that il great public

improvements were to b made, the government
i I M -
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must take them. in. hand—that questions of.re-
venue must transcend questions of trade. - Was
there & man of us who, last winter, regarding only
the trade of the country, would have been willing
to make an advance upon our advalorem duties
of from 6} to 10 per cent., unless the exigencies
of the country demanded the increase? Not one,
But the necessities of our position, in the judgment
of the administration, seemed to demand it, and
we made the sacrifice. Now we are asked to
throw away, within the next 28 years, £200,000
for no earthly benefit or advantage. Can hon,
gentlemen reconcile such a sacritiee to their con-
sciences? Do they belicve that in accepting a
proposition involving such results, upon grounds
so fragile, without information, ill-advisedly and
hastily, they are acting for the benefit of the
country ? .

I had not intended to detain the house so long,
taunted as I have been with making long speeches,
with nothing in them ; but although the hon. Pro-
vincial Secretary may proclaim to the house and
country my ignorance, I think T may be pardoned
for believing that I have forgotten more than that
hon. gentleman ever knew. (Checrs.)

Hon. C. CaMrneL—We have been to¥, sir,
that there is no coal outside the limits at Syd-
ney ; this I distinctly deny. I have good au-
thority for asseriing, thut coal abounds there.
To my own Knowledge coal is now raised by
private persons all round the Bras d'Or. It has
also been said, that the entrance to the Little
Bras d’Or is so shallow that no vessel of any-
thing like large tonnage can find its way in. . X
assert, without fear of contradiction, that at the
entrance to that Jake, there are 9 or 10 feet of.
water—that vessels of considerable tonnage can
navigate that pessage, and that a coal mine exists
of considerable extent there, extending to within
two or three miles of the present shipping place,
at the North Bar. In the face of such facts, how
can gentlemen make such assertions. Now, sir,
I believe that all the arguments used, to shew
that no competition will arise alter the passage
of this bill, are fsllacious. The hon. delegate,
the member for Colchester, who has taken the
trouble to inform his mind on this subject, and
to whose speech I listened with pleasure, has
informed the house that a company are even now
ready to orgabise, for the purpose of working
mines in Cumberland ; and I have no doubt, but
that so soon as the mines are relieved from the
hold of the Association, other companies wilk
spring up. It is the experience of the world-
that competition is the life of trade ; that ittends
to increase the quantity of any article produced,
and as a natural consequence causes & reduc-
tion in the price. Can we doubt, thea, but that-
as soon asother corapanies arise to competé Wil
the Association, the price of the article, will de-
chne. Coal is now sold by private individuals
for less money than the company charges, tfor
home consumption.) ‘ Lo

Ilon. Mr. Hows—The hon. member says that -
the inhabitants dig cosl now all round the Bras
d’Or ; he should be careful to preserve his con: .
sistency, for the present bill gogs to take away.:
from them that privilege. R st

Hon. C. J. CameperL—I do not beligve.tns;:
bill contemplates taking away ~that. priyilegez.r.
Coal is now dug by the suffrance of the Agent Oty
the Association. "I want to;semaye ;all
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tions off conl, €alt, marble, iron, and, in fact, off
all material which our country is capable of pro-
docing. Make your people feel that they are
lords of the soil, and free to dig or delve, on their
own estates, without fear of being molested, and
fewer will abundon your shores.

After a short conversational discussion the
house adjonrned.

Moxpay, Feb. 22,
MINEY AND MINERALS,

The adjourned debate was resumed.

Mgr. McKeaseNey—I wish to imake a few ob-
servations, Mr. Speaker, in reply to the member
for Victoria. Ile spoke of the mines of Bridge-
port, and stated that in consequence of the shal-
lowness of the haibor, vessels could not go there
for coals. Iwish to answer that, and am anxious,
whatever arguments may be used, that facts shall
be corrcet,—for information on this subject, ap-
plied to the most anthentic sources, I called at
Mr, Cunard’s office, and examined the books
there, and will state the results of that enquiry.
In 1837 coals were shipped at that harbor to the
amount of 13,006 chaldrons ; 339 vessels loaded
there, several of which vessels carried 345 tous of
coal, while many of them exceeded 300 tons.
For four consecutive years, commencing with
1837 were shipped there, 52,024 chaldrons. If
that be the case—if that quantity were shipped,
and if vessels of that burthen loaded there, how
can the hon. member justify the statement he has
made to the house and to the country ?

Mr. I Muxro—The representative of the As-
ciation at Sydney informs this house that he call-
ed at the oflice of the agent of the Mining Asso-
cidtion'in this city ; the information he there ob-
tained I entively discredit. Let the house reflect
for a moment—if, in the four consecutive years,
commeneing with 1837, 52,000 chaldron of coals
were shipped from Bridgeport ; if vessels exceed-
iz 300 tons measurement could load there—how
comes it that the Mining Association, having
works established in that locality, have aban-
doned them? The answer is clear: First, no
vessel of 300 tons burthen ever loaded, or ever
could load, at Bridgeport, because no vessel draw-
Ing more than 103 feet of water can load there ;
and, secondly, if the Association, having expend-
¢d large sums of money in the construction of
offices, miners houses, houses for the offlcers in
charge, stores, a railroad to the point of the Bar
end ali ot.‘hg,r appurtenances necessary for carry
ng on mining operations on on extensive scale,
1s 1t to be supposed for an instant that, at a great
loss of outlay to themselves, with all these ap-
pliances for conducting the work at hznd, they
would have abandoned the mines unless they had
proved unremucerative, and allowed all these
buildings to romain unoccupied, fall into ruin
and decay ; presenting a scene of desolation such
gs 18 1ot to be met with in America. It is a well
tm;v'u fact that masters of vessels were averse
C?l: lipping coals from that port, and that mer-
owx?m could scarcely obtain a charter from any
a ;:tto proceed there, True, the Association
steameinﬁm to deepeq the harbor. by means of the
ot aoshee, but finding that all their eﬁ'gxts
Jorid aitless, they abandoned the attempt with.

,naving cffocted the slightest bapefit to the
Ravigation of the port. The-Lingan mine is. a)
Portion of the low point, coal field, and the Asso:

ciation have made a commencement on & small

scale in that locality during the past three years,
their object being to preveut any company taking
advantage of the bill of 1854 and opening the mine
to compete with themselves—their intention
never having been to ship from Lingan to ap
extent,—but at some futare period, if required,
to tap the harbor of Sydr.ey by means of a rail-
way. And, sir, in copiiusion, I may say thatif
the Mining Association anticipated or dreaded
competition from a ccmpany to be re-established
at Bridgeport, they would have stipulated, as a
sine qua non, that the mines in that locality should
be included in the agreement under the bill.

Mr. McKEeAGNEY said thet his statements ‘had
not been answered, he repeated them. The mines
had been abandoned for a time, bus the Lingan
working had been resumed, and for the last three
years 16,500 chaldrons had been shipped from
the place. He believed if aid were given there,
as had been at Pictou, that the barbor might be
made suitable for vessels of 1,000 tons. He de-
nied that he was influenced as an agent of the
mines, and said that he acted as independently on’
such questions as any member in the house. He
again referred to the facts which he had stated.

Mr. McLellan remarked, that the shipments
at Cape Breton had largely declined, while those
at Pictou had about correspoudingly increased.

Mr. McKeaexEY exnlained ; that the quali-
ties of the coals were different; one suited for
some purposes, and the other was preferred for
other uses,

Mr. Morrisox enquired the depth of the har-
bors at Bridgeport and Sydney. .

Mr. McKragNeEY.—At Bridgeport I believe
the depth is about 13 feet.—the Lingan mines
has the same harbor. The depth at Sydney is
about 11 fathoms.

Mr, MorrisoN.—When I was with my vessel
in the U. States, an agent wanted to send me to
Bridgeport for coal. He stated the depth at 10
feet, and [ declined going therc except demur-
rage were allowed. ‘

Hon. ArTorxEY GENERAL.~Does the mem-
ber for lnverness intend to spesk in support o,
his resolution now ? ‘

Hon. Mr. Young —~Not now; I am content to
rest on my former remarks, and to hear what the
Attorney General has to advance at thig time.

Hon. ArtorNeEy GeneriL.~The guestion,
Mr. Speaker, as debated, is replete with informa-
tion, and full of instraction. We have heard the
expression of very singular opinions, when con-
trasted with sentiments uttered here for many
years past. DBy this, the people may learn, if
they please, the value of the appeals so often
made to them, when they were taught that their
rights were violated, and that they were sub-
jected to grievanee and oppression. - What once
was represented as most injurious, is now iveated
as imaginary; wrongs which, at former times,
were made to oceupy a large space in the .minds -
of the people, and were urged as seriously effect-
ing their feelings and interests, now are made..

to shrink to nothiag, compared with the.conside-. =
ration of a few pounds more or less.in the-exche-" '
quer, . It becomes my duty. to suppors.the.bilk:

before the house, -although, hitherto, when;the/
people: were told that they.were exposed to-op=:.
presgion: and wrong, it was, my lot'to differ withy'
gentlemen who assumed to.be the:people’s chami-:

i

 pions. My conrse:in -this bouse has; :vufnigd@wg&j’ .

T
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cording to the position which the question as-
sumed at various periods. At first, when the
lease of the Duke ot York was brought under
consideration, I united in sentiment with gentle-
men opposite, that tha measure had been adopted
by the British government without due advice
and consideration ; and that it was an inexpedi-
ent exercise of the prerogative,— whether it wasan
improvident grant, wccording to the legal import
of the term, or eot, I ncver ventured to say. Im-
provident, so apphied, would, m the legal accep-
tation, signify, that the grant was liable to be set
aside by process taken for that purposc. When
the question had been agitated for some time, it
became obvious that a common interest required
that some termination must be made; aud, to
settle the question, whether the graut to the
Duke of York was improvident and liable to be
set aside, she house voted a sum of money for ob-
taining the bost legal opinion in ngland. That
was dane on the asdvice and the concurrence of
the government of which I was a member. ‘Che
opinion of three eminent lawyers was obtained,
who coneurred in judgment that the grant was
net improvident nor illegal, and could not be set
aside, ‘L'he member for Londonderry stated that
the case submitted, on which that opinion was
formed, was not properly drawn up; and he in-
sinnated that it was prepared by the Attorney
General and Solicitor General of the day, Mr.
Justiee Dodd and myself, who being professional
agents of the company, had prepared the case
wnfaithfully.  Ile is under w mistake; but 1
know nor whether 1 should say mstake, for the
fuct hasoficn been explained to him before.

Mr. McLeLLax.~] said it was a milk and
water aflair,

Arrornty GENERAL—Lf it were so lot the
blame rest where it ought.  The case was pre-
pared by a commission of professional men; and
when 1 name them any who are acquainted with
what their professional habits and starding were,
will hardly ventuic to say anything disparaging
of their professivnal labors ; or suppose that they
prepared without duc carc a docuwment to be sub-
mitted to legal minds in England of the first
order. ‘Two of the commi-sioners were Jas. F.
Gray and John lall. Of Mr, Gray I may re
mark that Nova Scotia never had a more able
practical lawyer than he ; or oue who broughs to
the consideration of all questions more clear legal
discrimination, or soundness of judgment, or
more general efficiency. 1do not concede that
his superior could have been found, and for that
particular duty he was especially suitcd, as hav-
ing long heen an officer of the lLouse, and inti-
mately acquainted with the particulars of the
cosa. Mr. Hall was more ceeentric, but was of
strong mind and talent,—it surcly was not his
habit to deal in a milk and waier way with any
business; whar he did touch he touched vigorous-
ly. It was my duty as Attorney General to send
the case to Enpland. A solicitor of the highest
respectability was cngaged, with directions to e~
tain the best counsel, oxelusive of her Mzjesty’s
Attorney General and Solicitor General, who
might be supposed interested. He was instructed
to employ an equity lawyer, common law prac-
titioner, and one conversant with conveyancing
snd the law of real estate. ‘These instructions
were observed, and three lawyers of emis
nence employed : Bat the opinion was not
sccopted o8 ontitled to much wolght by the gen-
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tleman in this house who entertained an opposits.
view ; and the rights of the Mining Association
continued to be the subject of controversy, aand
coinment, and resolmiion, and address iu this
house. ‘ C ey
1 then, ns Attorney General, for bringing the
question to a final determination, suggested, that
as the legal opinion obtaioed was held of light
authority, a judicial decision was the only and
the propet recourse left ; and the governmens of
the day clfered to support a resolution to that
effect. TFrom that, however, the house shrank,
Subsequently much was said and done which I
thought unjust, and then it was that I aliered
my course in this house on the subject. The
company held their title on what they helieved
to be a good foundation—on the same foundation
on which rests every man’s title who owns land in
Nova Scotia,~the grant of the Crown conferred,
as it is styled, of the mere motion and special
grace of the Sovercign. Those who objected to
this title declined a legal investigation, and yet
undertaking to be judges in their own cause,~
warm appeals to the people were made by men-
bers of the Legislature in their places, and thro’
the press, ‘The people wero told that the lease of
the Duke of York was injurious on the material
well-being of the country, by locking up its
wines and minerals, from gold even to limeand
clay, and that it was offensive and degrading
that strangers should hold the essential elements
of the soil which was the natural and just inheri-
wance of the inhabitants, DBut the Mining Asso-
ciation, although the grant to the Duke of Yotk
tnight have becn given in the first instance with
out dae advice and consideration, stood ag any
otlier partics might iave done on their legal rights,
—and, throughout all the discussions which tock
place, the British government steadily sustained
their right, refusing to impugn a tide that had
its origin in a grant from the Crown. The jour
yals shew numerous desputches from Colonial
Secretarios to that effect. I will only refer to
one from Lord Stanley several years agoj one
from 1arl Grey at a later period, and one very
recently from Mr. Labouchere.  That of Lord
Grey, referring to complaints of the unconstitu-
tional character of the grant, declined to give:
auny opinion, or to take the opinion of the Attor-
ney General and tho Solicitor General of Eng-
land, because these opinions had no authoritative
force," and he therefore declared that there wes
only one way of determining the right—that of
jndicial decision ; and he intimated that if the
Tegislature of Nova Scotia saw fit to litigate tha
question, her Majesty’s government would. offer
no obstruction ; and he then went.on to use i
guage worthy of much more consideration than
has beea siven to it He said, if the houss refase
to test the title of the Mining Association, i the
only way in which it coald be tried, or if. making
that appeal, the decision should be adverse to its
views, then ho hoped the Legislatore and the psor
ple would see the propricty of respecting & title
which rested on the same foundation as that on
which the titles to all roal estate jn Nova Scoti
depended. Now, sit; this was just what_yesrs
before I had ventured to urge uporn the houst;
and at different times the houss did in some fort
respond to- that-sentiment. In an ‘ad
1845 the grant to the Duke of York’
nounced ss unconstitutional; ua ;
tory to the dignity and ¢
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and most injurious. in fettering trade and indas-
trial efforts ; and yet in the same session the
Crown by address was told : that nothing would
be more forcign to the fee’ings of the people of
Nova Scotia, than to ask her Majesty to do any-
thing that would violate, in any respect, engage-
ments made by the Crown with the Duke of Ymk
or the Mining Company. It mustbe boine in mine
that the position which I occupied as delegate,
rendered it my daty to respect, not my own opi-
nions, but those which a majority of the house
enterrained ; although I was not in faet ealled
apen to violate any personal opinions, or sacrifice
any individual sentiments,

The Mining Association, as sub-lessees, held
the minerals of the province under the grant to
the Duke of York, and they held the mines at
Picton and Sydney under a subsequent agree-
ment with the British government, not under
lease, these mines having been excepted from the
Duke’s lease. The passage of the provincial
Civil List bill, by conveying to the pcople the
territorinl rights of the Crown, suhject to the ex-
isting claims that were held under the Crown,
bad the effect of placing the legal title to the
mines at Pictou and Svdney, in the province,
although it did netalter the equitable rights and
obligutions of the Association and the Crown.
Hence her Majesty became respousible to fulfil
her engagements to the Mining Association. and.
as the Crown officers of England had declared
that the title inust technically come from the pro-
vince, application was made here to ratify certain
deeds 80 as to placethe Mining Association and
the Duke of York's representatives in the posi-
tion legally which they were cunsidered to occu-
py cquicably.  This, however, this house declin-
ed todo, for thereasens stated in their address
to the Queen of 1856, I wish to eall attention of
the housc to the position oceupied by her Majes-
ty's government on that oceasion. In 1856 Mr.
Labouchere riated to the Lieut. Governor, in a
very signifizant manuer, what was the opiunion of
the British government. (Extracts were read
from a despatch dated Feb. 26, 1856). Here
the rights of the Duke of York and the Mining
Associstion are recognized by her Majesty’s gov-
ernment, and the obligadion of the province. to
ralify the documents necessary for confirming
their rights, is spoken of as a matter of course,—a
simple ministerial duty not requiring argument
on the part of the Colenial Secretary, to induce
this Legislature to fulfil it.

Let it be borne in mind that during those con-
test, this province was receiving the roents and
royalties under the leases, and were enforcing all
the terms of the contracts deemed to be for the
Interests of Nova Scotia 3 but in so doing it ne-
cessarily recognized the title of the other parties
fo the agrcements, On this I always differed
with gentlemen of the opposite ride i it seemed
inconsistent with common sense, that the part of
a lease, beneficial to the provinee, should be sus-
tained, while those parts were rejected which
were of benefit to the other party. You cannot
Teasonably take rent, and at the eame time deny
the right of the tenant to occupy the land out of
which the rent grows, Yet that was the position
occupled by the people of -Nova Scotis, and
which I used to consider anomalous and injurious
BS regarded the Mining Association, and incon-

gj:tent and unjust on the part of Nova Scotin.—

t w9 adk the attention of the house to'the
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answer given by the Legislature of Nova Scotia
to the appeal of Mr. Labouchere that this house
should pass a law to ratify the documents neces-
gary for transferring to ‘the Mining Association
that title which in the opinion of the Crown
equitably belonged to them. TLet the house
listen to the extracts I hold in my band from the
address of 1858, and let members recollect that
that address contained the opinions which
the delegates were bound to respect and to con-
form to. I refer to these to show what feeling
existed in this house, and as a means of testing
the value of what we are called togive up, and
of what we are to receive. The 5thand Gth para.
gruphs of the addressare couched in these strong
terns :— :

“5th. In no colony of your Majesty’s dominion
“have the pride and manly spirit of its popula.
“tion Leen more deeply wonnded by the exereiso
“of the Royal prerogmtive. The ack of your
“Royal predecessor in 1826, disposing of all that
*“is valuable in the minerals of a Provinee, equal
“in cxtent to half of ogland, and distinguished
“for many of the physical and geological fea-
“tures which bave made England what she is,
“justified by nomecessity of state, and sacrificing
“to individual intereets the prosperity of a whole
* Provivee, has ereated in the minds of the peo-
“ple of Nova Scotia, a sense of injury which
‘“nothing hut their loyalty and genevous attach-
“ment to your Majesty's person and Crown, have
“preveated from ripening into feelings which
“none would deplore more sincerely than your
“ Majesty’s faithfnl commons of Nova Scotia.
“We are now called upon to affix, by our own
“ deliberate act, the seal to our provinecial degra-
“dation.  We are requived to enact that the coal
*“which warms onr people; the gypsum, the
“quarrying and cxportation of which gives em-
* ployment to thousands of our population snd
10 much of our tonnage; even the clay and the
“ slate and the limestone, which enters into every
“hranch of indusiry, and are csseniial to the
“comfort and almost fo the ecxistence of our
*“ people—in one word, everything but the bare
“soil on which we tread, are to be banded over
“ o the representatives of an individual, to be
“gub-let by them to a company. We are to take
 steps to vest in this body the right to prosecute
“ thousands of our people, for acts in which they
“havebeen engaged all their lives; to say that
“every house they build, every quarry they open,
*“ gvery ship they load with the materinls which
“lie in boundless profusion at their own doors,
*“ ghall subject them to be proseculed as trespase
“gers or tried as criminals.

*“Gth. We do not mean to inlimate to your
“ Majesty that the Duke of York’srepresentatives
“or the General Mining Association, would so
“use the powers they ask us to confer. Wo know
“they could not do so, because it would destroy
“ themeelves, but we wish the liborties and the
‘t privileges of our people to be held by a tenure
“ more dignified and more secure than the gene-
“ rosity of two Eoglish gentlemen, or the praden-
« tial considerations of 8 commercial company,”

We are now called on to determine whether
the emancipation of the conuntry from the evils
hare spoken of, is worth the comparatively trifling
contessions of which w2 have heard so muchin
this debate. 'We have heard of figures-and.of
calolations of royalties, but I snswer: that those

'who supported the address of 18‘56“ st bavefelt
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that momentous advantages were to be obiained
by breaking the chains which bound the province,
by temoving the bonds so forcibly described, by
letting the people go free from these shackles;
pot only making them free in their own country,
which thus was to become their own once more,
but removing the antagonism into which the
provinee and her Majesty’s government had been
brought, and from which most unhappy conge.
quences were inevilable, and settling those dis-
putes and supposed wrongs, whose eftects on the
interests and feelings of the people were so for-
cibly described in the extracts to which I have
referred.  We are now told that too much money
is given by the agreement of the delegates for
this emancipation—for all those advantages.
And who tell us s0? They who passed that ad-
dress, I wasastonished at the expressions of the
member for Inverncss on Saturday. He, the
great champion of the people’s rights—
the great opponent of the association—he en-
quired what we gave and what we were to ob-
tain, and spoke with contempt of all that was to
be released, and of all the privileges that were
to be gained, as if they svere nothing compared
with the mines coaceded in return for them. Are
these his sentiments to-day ? Yet those are his
recorded opinions in 1856, and for about twenty
years? Hag he been leading up this cause with
those views for nearly a quarter of & century ?
and do all the wrongs and oppressions on which
he has been so eloguent, now shrink to nothing?
I may well enquire, whether gentlemen who now
denl thus with a subject, which at one time they
treated as of portentous magnitude, were sincere
then, or, if they were, whether they are sincere
pow. It is for them to choose which shall be
considered the fact. Were all their professions
then a mere delusion, a fallacy, put forth to
cheat the people? Was the question used as a
stelking horse on which to ride to popular favor
and political aggrandisement? Or was it the
sincere expression of men whose hearts throbbed
for the public welfare, but whose patriotic fecl-
ings have now departed? Wby are we now told
that former grievances are not now worth nam-
ing ?-~that, in fact. they were ideal—that none
would venture to attack the right of the people
to take gypsum, or slate, or other such materiale,
although the Mining Association might have the
right.  Where are the indignant sentiments
which animated those who prepared the addresses
and resolutions of the house, session after session,
and sapported the views of the majority on for-
mer occasions? Who then spoke so eloguently
of libertics and privileges, and now weigh them
in the halance against pounds, shillings and
~ pence, and treat them as things of nought?

Are those patriots now then content that the
rights and privileges so often spoken of, shall
indeed be held on no more “ secure and dignified
tenure than the generosily of two English gentlemen,”’
or “the prudential considerations of a commercial
company.” I told you that this debate was preg-
nant with instruction, and that you might learn
from it what value to set on professions 80 often

made here. Isitnot so? Regard now the posi-
tion occupied by these would-be champions of
thie people’s rights.

After having sown broadcast over the land the
jdea that this corapany was anoverbearing mono-
poly—usurpers of the people’s rixgiléts-—-encroacm
crs upon our soil, in whom existed privileges
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which would never have been conceded to any of
our own people—after having breathed out re-
proaches against the British government and
hinting that nothing but the extreme loyalty of the.
people preserved us from disaffection ;—now that
the heur for settlement has arrived ; now that
upon an equitable and honorable basis—a hasis,
too, marked out by the member for Inverness
himself—this question may be finally disposed of,
we find themn ignoring Lheir past action—repu-
diating the principles which for ycara they pres-
ged on the people, disavowing terms of settle-
ment they formerly affected to believe just, and
attempting to retain this pdlitical stalking-horse,
For what purpose, I leave this house andthe
country to determine. Surely, then, sir, I am
justified in saying, that in the action of the oppo-
sition on this bill, party spirit has achieved its
highest trinmph, and the administration must be
assailed at all hazards—every attempt made by
the government {o promote the interests of the
country must meet with oppogition-- factious, de.
termined opposition—and their efforts for the
public peace and welfare, if possible, be thwarted,
Now, sir, let me ask if the hon. and learned
member for Inverness—the great champion of the
people upon this question—is not bound by his
own acts to accept this proposition. I do not
mean to say that he alwayswas the working man,
for he was in the chair, and then the Mon. G. R.
Young worked it up into shape and form, and
subsequently the hon, and learned member for
Colchester undertook and performed that duty;
but stil}, sir, the hon, memiser for Inverness al-
ways raised his voice against what was termed
this monopoly—and, lcaving the practical to his
friends, was always ready to do the ornamental.
(Laughter.) Never was there a report hrought
in—a resolution or address moved, but the hon,
and learned member for Inverness was prepared
with a speceh, eloquent, forcible, telling, in which
he would debate, feclingly and claborately; on
the grievances of the country and the wrongsin-
flicted by the Association, '
We, the party who took a more moderate view
of the question,—who thought that it was nob
worth while o assail the Association so Jlong s
we took their money and refused to iry the
legal title with them,—were termed the obstrue-
tives ; and some of us were exposed to insinua-
tions of a grosser character.  When this raeasure
was proposed the hon. member for Inverness had
two courses to pursue. It was open to him to
offer the opposition which he hag. Dut there was
another course open to him : he might have said
I do not like this measure in all its delails, yet,
ag it is substantially the same as that contem-
plated by the address of 1856, based on my let-
ter to the association in 1854, it sball have my
support—that the goil of this country may be
relieved from a thraldomas injurious in its effects
upon the development of our mineral resources,
08 it is degrading. 1lad he given expression t0
these—his own, oft repeated sentiments, and act-
ed in accordance with them, he would have o¢-
cupied at this moment s position infinitely proud-
er and higher than thai he new fills,, Nor am I
quite sure—that up to a very recent period the
hon. leader of the opposition did not intend: to:
pursue some such.ling of conduct. . What tended:
to alter that laudable intontion may not bo-diffi-
cult to divine. When ko made his firet spesch:
it was evident that he was in-o- slate ;of, doublst
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true, he assailed the details of the measare, . and
depicted certain injurious results which he in-
formed us would flow from its adoption—but
when he closed with a declaration that he had
uot made up his mind as to the vote he should
give, and that he might possibly support the bill,
—every man must have felt that the hon. gentle-
man was gently fecling his way 5 that he desired
to draw out the opinions of hon. gentlemen, and
then, if be thought he saw a chance of success,
he would be in o better position to assail the
government—while, if opposition scemed hope-

less, he could gracefully withdraw under cover of

his declaration that he did not know which way
he should vote. Now, sir, in what aspect docs
this question present itself 2 . In addressing my
#elf 1o this point, I think I shall save the time of
the house by confining myself to the epecches of
the hon, members for Inverness and Windsor.
The hon. member for Windsor was never a hearty
champion of those who opposed the association ;
often have I beard him damn with feint praise
the resolutions and addresses on this subject,
moved here in former days by Mr. G. R. Young,
while the countenances of his friends showed
how well they liked such friecndly gid. e has
u peculiar mode of using plrases, not easily for-
gotten. The notable simile of the rotten orange
in connexion with the Elective Legislative Coun-
cilis one of these, Now, at the very last session
he applied something of the same kind to the
mines and miverals. He opposed all royalty on
toal ag impolitic, and declared that with equal
reason might the potatoes grown on the surface
of the soil be subjected to a royally, as the coal
brought up from bencath.  Yet, the hon. gentle-
man now objects because the delegates have, he
snys, given up too mach of the royalty. Does
he hold so cheaply their emancipation from the
legal lien which the association admittedly have
upon the property rights of our people, that he
will not consent to make free the gypsum, lime,
clay, &c., to suy nothing of the superior minerals,
hy the surrender of & part of a tax, no part of
which, according to his opinion, is it sound poli-
cy to enforce! — He endeavored,to convince this
house that the association had obtained arcas
cmbracing all the workable coul fields in the
country.  Before I conclude I think I shall shew
him that there is not the shadow of foundation
for such & presumption.

From the manner in which, on Saturday last,
be spoke of the Association, one would believe
that in his opinion, nothing was-too bad or too
base for them to do. In reference to the ques-
tion relating to slack coal, ke endeavoured to
lead the house to the belief, that the Mining
Association had purposely ovaded thu payment
of the royalty on slack coal, which they knew to
be justly due, by suppressing the returns. Noth-
Ing can be more unfounded. The Association
always made, to the provincial ‘authorities, the
fame returns of the slack coal raised, as of the
round coal. When reyalty, after many years,
was ficst demanded on slack coal, they remon-
ttrated, hecause they thought the charge hard
and unequal, and did not pay until they could no
longer resist without coming into direct colli-
¥16L With this house. But thore was no conceal-
Lgcnt. He spoke of the cfiect of the opera.-
tous of the Association as intreasing the price of
fuel, ang in terms the most glowing depicted the
shivering WI%OW bending over the embers- of her
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weanty fire, and the more scanty by reason of the
oppression -of the Association; so glowing, in-

deed, that the gallery was led somewhat -hoyond

‘the bounds of propriety. - His language was, that-
the Association for 30 ycars has excreised: this

hateful tyranny over the poor.. Sir, no man -

knows better than the Lon. member for Windsor.

that the mines of this country, since the Associa- -

tion commenced operations, have Leen in the
hands of men of probity, feeling, and honor-—

that they have never been unfairly exacting, or .

pressed beyond their legitimate bounds the ordi-
nary rules of trade. oo

“ Thirty ycars of tyranny* is the hon. gentle-
man’s charge against them. Now it is just about
thirty years since that company has heen in ope-
ration. It so happened that in 1889, and after

they had been in operation for some ten years, -

one Mr. Fraser, of New Glasgow, complained -

that he was unable to use the coal which he

raised on his own land, and asked the house to'-
interpoge its authority against the Association.

Let me read a portion of the report of a commit-
tee on that occasion : -

“The Committee conceive that the operations

of the Mining Association, so far as they have

traced them in the County of Pictou, have not
only been highly advantageous to the Provinee, .
hy the introduction into it of much science and -

gkill,—the crection of eleven steam engines,—the

cstablishment of a foundry on an extensive ecale, -
where machinery may be repaired or mannfac- -

tured,—the creation of a foreign trade in colls,
which during the last year employed =~ tons
of shipping, and may be indefinately extended,—

and the annual expenditure «in the midst of a-

population employed in agriculture of upwards.
of £50.000; and to the Town of New Glasgow,
which appears to bave trebled in size during the
last fen years, and to the persons who have

signed this petition generally, the operations of

this company would appear to have been & bles- -

sing and 8 benefit, even admilting the charge
which it contains of a rise in the price of fuel.
This strong opinion the committee are bound to
express ; for, while they conceive it the daty of
the Legislalure to jeslously watch over the
rights of individuals, it ought in a new country to
favour and encourage the introduction snd em-
ployment of capital and the protection of those
who arc largely extending the trade and deve-
loping the resources of the province from unne.
cesgary interruption or annoyance.” ‘

If the association had acted the part of tyrants,
—if they were the grinding monopolists—the un-
principled men—the arbitrary oppressors of the
poor, which it is now sought to make them out,
-~—how came it that this report was made and
adopted after the expericnce of ten years. Now,
sir, I will read the names of those who signed this
report: Josert Hows, Herbert Huntington, Edmund

M. Dodd, William Young, and Hugh Bell. The

hon. member for Windsor iz in a dilemma, ac-
cording to the hon. member for Colchoster’s ox-
pression,—in 1339 he eulogized as benefactors
those whom it was his duty to bave denounced as
tyrants and oppressors, orin 1858 he has made a-
charge against them which is unjust and calum-
nious. ‘

I turn now, sir, to the objections of the learned

member for 1nverness, that too much royalty has
hoen remibbed —too large -aress couceded—uop

suitable shippiog-places reserved:  Lub it must

Lo
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be remembered that in remitting royalty the dele-
gates acted upon the previous proposals of this
Louse, and especially upon the suggestions of the
hon. member for Inveruess—and that, as to the
areas reserved by the association, the directors of
the company believed it was they who were con-
ceding to Nova Scotia their rights over almost
the whole province with the exception of a wvery
small portion retained. and not we who were
giving up to the association thal to which they
had no claim. This is a question in which the
rights of Loth parties—not of one ouly—are to
be considered. We assert our claims ; hut the
association also assert theirs—and their title lins
a foundation which all the exertions of this Logis
lature through a long serics ol years have been
unable to shake. In point of extent, the arcas
which the association claimed to reserve, are wua-
questionably moderate and reasonable.  This the
member for Inverness admite.  All e questions
is, whether these reserves do not centain all the
workable coal fields in the province.  Again, sir,
it is erroneous 1o say, as the member for Windsor
did, that the Mining Association rcjected our
terms and digtated theiv own. So fav from it—
when the terms dictated by this house were pre-
sented 1o the association by the delegates, they
at once came down from the position they occu-
pied ag proprictors of the mineralsover the whote
territory of Nova Scotia, and adopted the prin-
ciple proposed hy the hiouse, hy conceding every
mine and mineral in the province except conl,
and'resevrving only the coal within the narrowest
limits. The asscriion, then, about rejection
aud dictation is not correct, although it has been
advanced as a rcason why the house should not
be bound by the arrangements coucluded by the
delegates.

It will be requisile, sir, that we advert {o the
circumstances which preeeded and led to negotia-
tion. In 1852, by a resolution ol this house, the
Governor was requested to commence negotia-
tion with the British Government and the Mining
Asgociation, for the purpose of ascertaining the
terms on which the existing claims might be com-
promised.  The address of that time contained u
stri'zing passage illustrative of the position in
wuich the province stood. (Extracts were read.)
Hrere the house expressed forcibly, the great im-
portance of relieving the cocuntry from the bur-
den of monopoly, of unfeteering ils enlerprise,
and freeing its resources. These considerations lay
at the very foundation of the discussions, In
1854 the idea of comipromise was followed up by
a resolution which passed both branches ot the
Legislature, authorising the Goveruor and Couun-
cil to pursue negotiation, for the purpose of
bringing to o satisfuctory settlement the claims
of the Association.  In 1854 the member for 1n-
verness was in England, and theee propounded to

the company the terms which lie ab the basis of

our necgotiation. In a letler to the directors,
dated 30th July, 1834, in Loudon, he proposed
that they should suerender their interests in all
the mines and minerals of the provinee, except
the coal 1aines which they were working, with
such additivnal aren wsmight be agreed on s in
return for which the provinee should give up
Lalf the royalty. A concession which Mr. Young
in his letter stated, would, that year. amount to
£2000, and in a few years wonld be cqual to
£5000 and more annually.  Such was the propo-
gal of the member for Inverness at that day ;3 and
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the provincial government obtained anthority
from this house to enter into a compromise based
on it, with such modifications as'might be deem.
ed advisable. Nothing need be more elearly de-
fined than the terms thus proposed by the house
at that time, both a: regarded what was desired
on the one hand, and what was to be given up
on the other,

In the address of 1856 the terms proposed hy
Mr. Youug was adopted as the basis of arrange-
ment, subject to be moditied at the discretion of
the provinelul government ; and the Queen was
hesought to use her powerful influence with the
Association to induce Lhem to enterinto the com-
promise. Towards the close of 1856 the provin-
cial government suggested the expediency of a
delegation, which the Mining Association sub-
sequently agreed to, and the Secretary of State
sauctioned. - Thus was introduced the resolution
of 1857, under which the delegates were ap-
pointed.

I'vom this view it will be seen that for severa}
years this house occupied the attitude of anxi-
onsly seeking o compromise; and that while
the terms were proposed, it was antieipated that
some modification of them might be necessary,
The honse need not be reminded of the course
which last session was taken by the gentlemen on
the other side to cnsare the faithful representa-
tion of their views ou the delegation; nor that
the government gave to the country the pledge
which these gentlemen thought necessary, when
it selccted the learned member for Colchester as
one of the delegates.

Bxamine the argument cotered into by the
delegates, sud in what does it differ from the
terms proposcd by Mr. Young in 18547 It ex-
hibits the receding of the Mining Association
frow their claims over all the mines in the pro-
vince, with the exception of the coal mines they
occupy. and reasonable areas avound them, and
the area at Spring Hill. Thus they yielded
what hag ever been especially sought, None
were prepared for sach ready acquiesence on the
part of the Associalion; and surely none can
truty say that the company failed to meet the
proposals of Nova Scotia, ov that they rejected
your terms and dictated their own, In dealing
with the concessions made to the Association,
concerning royalty, various caleulations have
been made in this debate ; however, they bave
heen eventually brought dewn to definite under-
stood results. The rent and royalty werc amal-
galed, and the member for Inverness professes o
consider this to he a solid objeetion to the ar~
rangement ; but the rent is only given up by that
name, and uot essentially. ~The arrangement
made by the delegates would give but very little
more peeuniary advantage to the company, thap
the proposal by the legislature as contained in
its address; the difference was not move than
£900, including the slack coal and reckoning on
the supply of last year,—while the rent was8
£3000.  So that the Jatter has not been given up
by the proposed settlement. DBut he objeots that
the time may come when coal may not be raised
in which case we would be entitled to rent, &l
though not to royalty. Should such a-contin
geucy be talken into caleulation? .

If the time came when the Association:had
abandoned their works, would the. memberfor
Inverness seck rent? and. if he did,. coul@@h%ﬁg ‘

it? The company would have: abandonedithe
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establishment, and the provinee woull have to
re-possess itself of its mines, and make them pro
ftable in its own hands.  The absorpiion ot the
rent into the royalty was almost necessary, with
o view to future lessecs who, by the agrecment,
are required to be placed under the same obliga-
tions as the Association,  The difference in the
amount given up to the Association between the
agreement of the delegates and the proposal of
the member for Iuverness, does not warrant the
house in rejecting the aclion of the delegates.
The considerations presented to the house by my
colleague in the <elegation, ave entitled to great
weight on this point: it will appear that the
amoknt given up by the agreement, more than
that preposed by the address of 1856, would be luss
than the royalty payable on the slack coal vaised.
"The exacting of duty on slack coal, it has been
contended, is of harsh mnature, and doubitul
policy. A large portion of it is unof sold, he-
cause, in consequence of the action of the wea-
ther, it becomes tea fine for common use. Thus
the proportions eof the mincs lose much of the
slack coal whichr they raise, while it cosis them
as much as the Javger ; and the portion which is
not lost is sold tor little mere than half the price
of ronnd coal. Hence the Association always
complained of being compelled to pay any duty
on elack coal,—particularly an equal duty. In
& report of 1852 or 1833, the committee of the
house reported, that there were not wanting rea-
sons which rendered the exaction of the duty on
slack coal injudicious ; and the sinexpediency on
principle of laying a reyalty on such coal, hag
heen often prescated to the consideration of the
house, and I believe the royally on it wag only
retained as a means - of coercing a scttlement,
Thus, when the delegates, acting under the dis-
eretion given them, released slack coal from
daty, they created the only diference that cxists
Letween the pecuniary stipulations of 1836 and
those made by them, Certainly they exercised
¢ very limited power in thus dealing with the
yuestion, and I believe that no gentleman will
think that in this they exceecded the rcasonable
diseretion that was necessarily reposed in them,
The member for luverness introduces another ele-
ment: that of the distinetion hetween the weight
and measure of a Newcustle chaldron of coal,

[Here the Attorney General ‘cntered into ex-
planations lo prove that this was by no means a
new discovery, although i6 was announced as if
1t were § that it had been brought to the "notice
of the house in 1855 by the learned wmember for
Colchesler ; that paynsent bad keen veceived for
years, and by the member for Inverness himself,
while in the government, after the notice he re-
ceived in 1855, at the measurement complained
of. and without objection ; that the delegates,
therefore, having no instructions on the salject
from the house, could only be expected to found
their caleulations on the measurcment uniforiely
acted upon 2ud recognized by the member for
luverness himeelf, But the Atty. General went
on to show that there was, in fact, no foundation
for Mr. Young's objection, because the coal was
estimated by measurcment and not by weight
and that the Newcastle chaldron must be takei
to mean o measure of capucity and not an indi-
cation of weight.] ‘

The Atty, General continued—We have been
told that the areas allotted to the. company are
Iconsistent with justice te the provinee, in as
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much as there is not sufiiclent testimony be-show
that that given up by the company contains suff-
cient coal, capable of being  worked, and acces-
sible for purposes of transport. If has been
shown, however, that there is coal'at Hebert
River, not included in ihe limits of the company. -
Such is also the case at Pictou, as has been proved
by the evidence of My, Dawson, who was of opi-
nion that colliecies might be established in the
vicinity of the Albion mines, -beyond the limita
now reserved for the company ; and this was
corroborated by evidence of a gentleman who
had heen employed al the mines there for years.
As to the mines to the south of Bridgeport, the
delegates had thie evidence of a gentleman, who,
as the agent of the company, opened tbe first
mines at Lingan and Bridgeport ; and his testi-
mony was conclusive as to the coal there being
abundant and of superior character. On the
maps of the company, in this locality, is the
term canal conl, These maps were constructed
years ago. before there was any notion of a ques-
tion of this kind arising. Coal also is, at the
Little Bras @’Or, accessible, and easily worked.
The objection that these mines are not in reach
of navigable waters is not well founded in fact.—
At River ITebert, near the Joggins, the access is
Tittle, if at all, inferior to that possessed by the
Association ab the Joggins, At Picton the tracts
owned by the Province would be as accessible as
those worked by ihe Association, and from which
they have had to construct a railroad six or seven
miles in length, At South Bridgeport the mines
are in the vicinity of a harbor, respecting whose
navigation you have heard to-day, as being avail-
able for vessels of over 300 tons burthen. In re-
ference to the asseriion that the company had
abandoned the wotking of their mines there, it
docs not follow that the nature of the harbor was
the cause of such relinguisbment. When they
gave up the working of the Bridgeport mines
the demwand for coal had f{allen off very much,
and other mines gave the requived supply. One
fact iy very indieative. however ; that is, that
the workiug has been resumed by the company
they have made a railroad, about 2 miles long,
¢o the harbour, and were deepening the channel
there. Could anything be more siguificant on
the subject than that? Al Aconi and PBras d'Or
the navigable appronch was available, although
it might be more circuitous than that possessed
by the Association.  An examination of the map
would exhibit the wmaple spaces, accessible and
workable, beyond the reserves of the company,
That abundance of coal is to be oblained beyond
the limits, and with facilities for transport, I
fully belicve. But supposing the complaints to
be true whieh have been made, that the nccessi-
hle mines at Ancoui, Syduey, Lingan, Pictou and
the Jogging have been given to the company,
and that beyond these reserves adequate facili-
ticy do not remain for the provinee j—supposing
all this to he true, as { bave shown it ig not true,
yet no objection can be made to the arrangement of
tlie delegates on that ground. becanse the address
of 1856 engaged to secare to the Association all
the mines they worked, aud each one of these
comes under that condition. Thus do the ob-
jections as to these areas, and as to the want of
navigable nccess to. the portions surrendered to
the province, manifestly appear without fonnda-
tion, .(Reference was here made to. the addvess
of 1856, to shew that the delegates in, their cop-
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cessions bad abided by its term, and had ebtained
the advantages that it songht.) The point which
remains for consideration is the Spring ill mine.
Much inconsistency has been exhibited here. The
member for Inverness, in the Grsl part of his ad-
dress, quoted Dawson's opinion, to shew that
there was little prospect oo coal ab Spring il ;
and at another time we were told that coal was
there, and that much injustice was doue to pub-
lic intercsts by allowing the compuny four miles
square of the district. The learned member for
Colchester has answered that argument by shew-
ing that neither the delegates nor the company
get much value on the Spring IIill area, What
we did set value on was the coal depositsouth
of Bridgeport harbour ; and by obtaining that,
the delegates considered they were well repaid
tor not, pressing claims at Spring LIl Bul it
seems tolerably evident that wilbin them there
is no valuable deposit, or it there is, it is not
confined to the area allotted to the Association.
Looking at the entire case, considering the posi-
tion of the Mining Association,—the duty which
the delegntes had to perform—the areas given,
and the advantages obtained,~—we considercad the
arrangement exceedingly favorable for the pro-
vinee, and clearly within the instructions which
governed the delegation,

Having touched various points that affect the
question before the house, I will turn to that
which bas been kept out of view by gentlemen
at the other side, who have urged their case as if
it were confined to the coal mines merely.

[Reference was here made to the other mine-
rals of which so much had been said formerly.
and whose possession was sought for the people :
to the power really beld over these by the Mining
Company ; to the check which such power gave
to enterprize and exploration 5 to the probable
existence of copper and other ores at various
places, the localitics of which were kept conceal-
ed, because advantage could not be veaped by
discoverers; to the quarrying of gypsum and
lime, heretofore by lovhearance of the company ;
to the urging of these considerations hy address
and resolution ; to the faportance of securing
the advantages provided by the arrangement ;
and to the general opinion of the press and the
people, so {ar as opinion had been expressed, in
favor of the proposed settlement.]

The Atty. Gen. continned—The honse should
recollect, that it has to determine, at this oppor-
tunity, whether the bill be vejected or accepted,
--it i8 not o question of delay merely. 1 aceept-
ed, it would silence forever many complaints
that have been made; it would give desired
opportunities relative to lavge ficlds of industrial
pursuits 5 it would quict an agitation that has
80 long prevailed ; would remove that unhappy
antagonism which existed on the question, he-
tween the colony aud the government of the
parent state, and would bring into haymouy a
powerful company, working a= our tenants, nnd
who, under & hetter state of aftiirs, inight render
many benefits to themselves and the proviuce,
It the bill be rejected what will be the position
of the province. The attitude of hostilivy to
the British government, and to the Mining Asso-
ciation will remain ; the agitation will go on, and
all the disadvantages so frequently complained
of will continue. DBut how can you renew your
complaints if you refuse this arrangement?
Will you not be met by the fact, that year after
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year, you sought negotiation ; that you solicited
the influence of the sovereign to bring about g
compromise ; that for ycars the burthen of your
appeal was, let this nohappy controversy be set-
tled on fair and liberal terms; that you sent
home delegates representing the different views
of {hc house ; that the Association agreed frankly
to adopt the hasis of arrangement proposed hy
yourselves 3 that the delegates made an arrange-
mnent with full knowledge of the case, which they
helieved just and reasonable, and exercising but
little their authority to modify your terms,—yet
you rejected the arrangement?  Under these cir-
cimmstances, can you helieve that your future re-
monstrance will be listened to,—will yon he
helieved to be sincere when you renew the story
of your grievances? No! You will at onco
lower the character of this house, and lose the
henefits of this acrangement. You cannot pre-
veat the British government from giving the
company what they will then have an irresistable
right to claim, and which Mr.Labouchere plainl
intimates must be granted in some other mode, if
you refuse a reasonable compliance, It i idle to
suppose, if you pause now. that you will ever
hold so advantageous a position again?

Delay is spoken of! Delay, under present
circumstances, and rejection, are fsynonymous;
there can be no diflercnce ; if the bill be delayed,
the bill iz defeated ; the measare will be frustra-
ted,—and the house will never again stand -as
favorably as it now docs for settling this ques-
tion, What argaments can be urged for delay?
A geological survey has been spoken of, why
was that not thought of previously, when final
and immediate settlement was sought for ? What
does ceological survey Tmport? In Dawson’s
evidence it is stated, that a superficial survey
may he made in one year, but that o practical
geolowical survey would occupy two seasons
You have at present what the superficial exami-
nation would furnish, and the geologieal is he-
yond the time uamed for delay. Delay will
have important effects; the Province of Nova
Seotia i« not the only party in this question
The scitlement of large accounts between the
Duke of York’s representatives and the Mining
Company is contingent on the decisiou of this
house.  The vepresentatives of the Dukeof York
are not bound to wait longer than the passing of
the house on this bitl, The moment it is lelayed
for a year, they are absolved from their agree-
ment Zand it is well known that they are inclined
to consider what they have conceded as more
valuable than the equivalent to he obtained.—
The British goverument, also, to cffect a settle-
went with the Company, agreed to relinguish 8
sum of £30,000 to the Duke's representatives,
conditional on the settlement of the dispute by
this bouse,  Ilere arve three contracting parties,
hesides the province, waitling for the direct ac:
tion of this house on the question, We cannot
suppose that those thys interested will wait our
pleasiie, when we can give no reason for delay
that ought not to have heen urged previously to
the appointments of the delegates, and I hope the
house will look on the motion for delay a8 oné:
having the design and all the consequences of &’
more direct attack on the bill, *As it has beea &
practice of some convenicnce, for gentlemen: o’
expand their views on the Journals, I purpose:
moving an amendment which will . plage« my-
opinions on. record, gndsyvhichémayz go  sideb
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ade with that moved by the member for Inver-
ness, 8o that the country may understand the dif-
ferent views on this question.

The Attorney Gencral here read and moved
the following amendment i—

AMENDMENT,

Whereas, the House of Assembly in 1845
expressed their disapprobation of the lease to the
Duke of York ‘“as improvident and unconstitu-
tiopal and a3 injurious to the public interest,
and tending to fetter the enterprize, limit the
foreign trade, and impede the introduction of
local manufactures among the inhabitants of the
Province,”’—and down to the present session a
majority of the Assembly has repsesented, in
reports of committees, resolutions, and addresses
to the crown, their opinion that the claim of the
General Mining Association to all the Mines and
Minerals, in the Province, which had not been
granted previously to the lease to the Duke of
York, was injurious to the material interests and
progress of the people of Nova Scotia and deroga-
tory to their dignity and position ; and public men
in the colony, by speeches and through the press
have not ceased to urge these considerations, in a
manaer calculated to excite in the public mind a
decp sense of the wrong sustained.

On the other hand the government of England,
under each successive administration, has reso-
lutely maintained the vights of the Association,
of which fact the despatches of Lord Stanley in
1844, of Earl Grey in 1849, of Mr. Labouchere in
1866, (among others) are significant evidence.

And the opinions of three eminent lawyers in
London on a cose submitted at the expense of the
Province were given in favor of the legal title of
the Association before the passing of the civil list
act ; and the opinions of tﬁe Attorney and Solici-
tor General of England on a case submitted by
the British government were given in 1855, since
that act passed in favor of their ' equitable title,
and their consequent claims on the British govern-
ment,

And whereas in 1845 the House in an address
to the Crown gave this assurance to [er Majes-
ty :—“We beg to assure your Majesty that
nothing has ever been farther from the intention
or desire of your loyal subjects in Nova Scotia
than the violation of ‘any obligation or agrecment
binding on your Majesty with either the Duke of
York’s representatives or the company.”” And
the Assembly, whilecontending for the restriction
of the cluims of the Association, has continued to
repeat similar declarations ; and has also acknow-
ledged the benefits derived by the Province from
the capital and science introduced Ly that com-
pany 5 and the Provincial government, with the
knowledge of this House, has throughout all the
period of the controversy accepted and claimed
rents and rogalties under the Duke of York’s
lease, and the agreement hetween the Imperial
government and the Association.

And whereas this state of hostility between
the province and the Association was alike injuri-
ous toboth, and if continued, could not fail to lead
to & painful and injurious embroilment with the
DBritish Government, which it is the duty and the
desire of this house, and her Majesty’s loyal sub-
Joots of this provinge, if possible to avert. t

“And wheregs, under these circumstances, no
Posgible means could be looked to for avoiding the

Banant o 4
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evils referred to, and extricating the -province
from o position which the representatives of the
people had declared to be alike derogatory to their

‘honour and injurious to their progress, exept

an amicable adjustment on terms of mutual con-
cesgion,

And whereas in the year 1852 a committee of
the house reported as follows, ¢ Your committeo
consider the revenue derivable from the royalties
tho’ of some account, a small matter ¢compared
with the benefit to the province that would result
from opening new mines and increasing the field
for the employment of provincial industry.’’
And the Report being adopted, a resolution was
passed requesting the Executive government to
open negotiations with the General Mining Asso-
ciation for the purpose of ascertaining upon what
terms they would consent to give up their claim
to the unworked mines of the province. - L

JAnd whereas in the session of 1854 both houses
by resolution requested the provincial Executive
to confer with the British Government and the
Mining Association relative to the claims of the
latter to the mines and minerals of this province,
with & view to their adjustment, subject to ?pro-
bation of both houses ; and the hon. Mr. Young
being in England and instructed by the provineial
government in which he was Attorney General
and leading member, to negociate with the Min-~
ing Asgociation, addressed to them a letter. dated
30thJuly, 1854, in which he informed the Company
that the disposition in the province was not to dis-
turb them in the enjoyment of the coal mines they
had opened, but to ‘*extend the area of their opera-
tions to any reasonable extent they would desire,”
and he proposed the surrender of their exclusive
right or claim to all the mines and minerals of
the province, except the reserved mines; and
within the area that might be agreed upon, in
consideration of one half the royalty being given
up, adding *¢ that is I would give £2,000 o year
now, and which, with the increase of trade, may’
very shortly rise to £5000 a year, or ¢ven more.’

And whereas in the session of 1855, a resolu-
tion was passed by this Iouse authorising the
Executive Government to continue the negotin.
tion, ““and to enter into such agrecment and com-
promise as are contemplated in Mr. Young’s
letter of 30th July, 1854,”” and ¢ this house will
confirm the same with such modifications as may
be found necessary or advisable, and be approved
by his Excellency in Couneil.”

Jnd whereas in the session of 1856, this houso
passed an address renewing the offer of compro-
mise previously made, and engaging, if accepted,
that equal royalty should be placed on any future
leases of coal mines, and this house earnestly be.
sought her Majesty ¢ to interpose her powerful
influence to close this protracted and irritating
controversy,”’ and at the same time a resolution
was passed requesting the Executive government
to take steps to effect a settlement, or compromise
of the controversy, on the terms set forth in the
address, or on such modifications thereof as the
Governor in Council may approve.

And whereas the Executive Council has sug-
gested, and the Mining Association having ¢onour-
red in a delegation from this Province to meet
the Association in London. This house, in. the
session of 1857, ‘
provincial government shall find it necessary for

passed g resolution *that if the |
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effecting o satisfactory compromise of this ques-
tion, to employ commissioners, this house does
authorize the selection by the provinsial govern-
ment, of two members, prominently representing
the different views held in this house, on the sub-
Ject, who shall have power to effect a settlement
of the controversy, provided both of the commis-
sioners shall agree thereto, subject to the ratifica~
tion of tho Legislature, and this house will provide
for the expense.”’

Aund delegates were appointed in conformity
with that resolution, who proceeded to Eungland,
and concluded an agrecment with the Association
which the Bill before the louse is intended to
ratify.

And whereas the said agreement conforms essen-
tially to the address of 1856, and modifies the terms
thereof to no greater extent than might justly be
expected where such large, varied and complica-
ted interests and conflicting claims were involved.

And wherees the amalgamation of the rent and
royalty was convenient and almost necessary in
view of future lessees who were to be subject to
the like burdens as the Association.

And whereas, the rent and royalty given up
by this arrangement exceeds only by & moderate
sum the amount of royalty that would have heen
given up under the Address of 1850, and is less
than the royalty so agreed by this louse to be
given up, if the duty cn slack coal be deducted.

That the remission of the duty on slack conl was
a reasonable measure of compromise, this House
being of the opinion expresssed by the Committee
on Mines in their report adopted by this Ilouse
on the 14th February, 1855, ¢¢that there are
reazons of some force why, as a point of policy,
this royalty on slack coal should not beexacted’” :
and inasmuch as the whole sum remittted to the
Association beyond the terms of the Address, is
not equal to the royalty on slack coal, and as the
justice and policy of retaining that duty after the
hostile relations between this Province and the
Asscciation should have pagsed away, would have
been very questionable, this House considers that
tho modifieation of the Address as respects pecu-
niary concession, was small in itself and not enti-
tled to consideration when viewed in the light
of the great benefits obtained by this agreement
effected by the delegation.

And whereas there is no propriety in estimating
the royalty payable by the Association by assum-
ing the Newcastle chuldron to represent a certain
fixed weight, because under the argument of the
Association the Newcastle measure is to be ascer-
tained by capacity, not by weight. Were it
otherwise it would affect no reason for withholding
assent to the agreement of the delegates, becuuse
in the session of 18564 the agents of the Association
in their evidence before the committee on Mines
and Mincraly published in the Journals stated the
weight of the Winchester chaldron to be about 81
ewt., at Pictou, and from 28 to 80 atSydney, and
that the Newcastle chaldron was the double of the
Winchester, and in the segsion of 1855 the identi-
cal question now raised concerning the weight of
the Newcastle chaldron was on the floor of this
House publicly and distinctly brought to the notice
of the late Government, and yet with that notice
and the knowledge afforded by the committee on
Mines, they uaccepted the royalty for that year
according to the accustomed mode without claim-

ing any addition on this ground, and passed :the
address and resolution in 1856 without allusion
to such & claim, and therefore the delegates in
cstimating the sum te be given up by the Provinca
could not justly adopt premises which neither the
government nor the House had recognized.

But in the calculation of pecuniary gain and
loss by the agreement is to be considered the fuet
that henceforth if the agreement be confirmed the
annual payment hy the Association to the Duke of
Yorks representatives ceases, and then the Province
isrelieved from alarge portion of what Mr, Young
in his letter of 30th July, 1854, calls a ¢ heavy
tax to he levied for the benefit of the Duke's
creditors on cvery chaldron of coal consumed
within the Province, or exported from it,”’ and
of which a Minute of Council, on the 23rd
December, 18534, speaks thus : ¢¢ this onerous tax
upon the products and industry of the Province,
eperating in fact ag an addition to the price of
whatever coal is consumed, and an export duty
upon what is sent abroad, amounted last year to
L0573 153,

The address of 1825 refers to the same subject
in similar terms.  This payment in 1857 amount-
cd to over £8000, and will increase in proportion
to the increase of the coal vaised by the Associa~
tion being more annually than the whole annual
amount now remitted by tho Province,

In addition to this fact is the consideration that
all that is given up in the way of pecuniary con-
cessions may beexpected to flow back to the people
in large increase, from the competition, the re-
duced prices, and enlarged trade that may Jjustly
be expected as the fruits of this arrangement.

Anid whereas, this House had no right to ex-
peet that the delegates would stipulate with the
Association for o reduction in the price of coal,
gecing that such a stipulation is no where evenal-
luded to either by My, Young or by this Ifouse,
but the delegates have given to the country a se-
curity for the regulation of the price of coal more
legitimate and consonant with the laws of tradein
opening to Provincial industry fields of enterprize
before c¢losed and affording means of competition
that had not previously existed.

And whereas, in considering 'the question of
the areas reserved by the Mining Association, the
suhject is not to be viewed as if the Province were
in possession of the whole of the Mines and the
legislature had only to express ity choice in_con-
cessions to be made to the Association—while in
fact the Association claimed the whole under a
title sustained by the British Government, an
which this house, by the receipt of rent and many
other acts, had done much to recognize, a8 18 ad-
mitted in the address of 1856,

And in this view this house considers the areas
reserved by the Association, to be in respect ofex-
tent not more than this House had a right to ex-
pect they would require, nor more than the dele-
gateswere justified in agreeing to.  And whereas,
as regards the location of the areas, the language
of the address is clear, for it isstated : ““we have 10
desive to interfere with any Mines the Association,
aro working.” o

The Association were then and are now working
Mines at Pictou, Sydney, Bridgeport Harb‘olmm
the Joggins, and the Delegates in consenting that
these showld be included in the veservationsiofthie.
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Association, merely ratified what the House had
promised. ‘ L. . L.

The only other location in which the Association
hag reservod an area is at Spring Hill, whether
there is workuble coal there is uncertain, but the
cvidence leading to the belief that it exists, justi-
fics nlso the helief that it exists over an arca grea-
ter than that reserved by the Association.

On the other hand the evidence concerning the
fields of coal lying to the South of Bridgport,
leaves no question as to the existence there of coal
easily worked, and of great extent and of superior
guality, and in securing these the delegates have
given to provincial enterprise extended and pro-
missing fields of operation. .

From the evidence before the Ifouse it is appa-
rent that by the agreement there is also opened
for general competition workeble coal at River
Hebert near the Joggins Mines in Cumberland,
in the vicinity of the Albion Mines and between
them and middle river in Pictou, and at mines
formerly worked at the little Bas D’or in Cape
Breton.

But beyond all these acquisitions the agreement
of the delegates opens for exploration not only in
gearch of conl hut of all Metals, Minerals, ores and
erse, and emancipates from the claims of the As-
gociation, the whole province excepting only the
coal in the comparatively small spaces reserved by
the Mining Association.

Thuy atfording scope for realising the sanguine
opinions expressed of the great Mineral wealth of
Nova Scotia, and freeing ““the gypsum, the slate,
—the limestone—the elay”’—from the thraldom,
and the people from the liability to prosecution—
g0 forcibly depicted in the address, and giving to
Nova Scotians a tenure of those things essential to
their comfort and progress ¢ more dignitied and
more seeure than the genevosity of two Inglish
gentlewen or the prudential considerations of a
commercial corupany’’—asg expressed in the ad-
dress, ‘

And whereas a8 regards locations having access
to navigable water, the agreement of the delega~
tion will confirm what the Addvess of 1856 dis-
tinetly premised; and if it were true that by the
reservations at Aconi, Bridgeport, Sydney, Pic-
tou and the Joggins, the Association monopolize
the situations accessible to navigation. That re-
sult is attributable not to the delegates, but to the
fact that those mines were worked in 1856, and
that the Address promised not to interfere with
them. But, in fact, accesy to navigable water is
abundantly secured as well by the situation of the
mines released to the provinee at River Hebert,
I ictou, Bridgeport and Bras d’Or, as by thestipu-
lation ju the agreement which entitles any future
1es§cqs of the province to use for making roads,
buildiug wharves, and other TCCESSUTY purposes
not ouly the arcas reserved to the Association,
but also their private lands.

And whereas this house is of opinion that the
delegates, by the agresment they entered into,
have settled upon honorable and prudent terms,
very lmportant questions affecting interests of
great magnitude and delicacy; and that the yati-
fication of the agreement ought not to be delayed.

In the correspondence with the British Govern-
ment the province was exhibited to the colonial
nunister a3 being ready. for immediate negociation
and final sottlement ; and no information was

'
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sought for now whick was not then equally requi-
site, if required at all. From the information
before the house, it .is evident that the adequate
materials for a correct judgment on the subject
are fully in its possession and knowledge. ,
The other parties concerned have a right to the
decision of the legislature; and delay may be
attended with serious injury, and may lead to the
fuilure of an arrvogement which it is for the in-
terest of the P’rovince to ratify. ;
Dependent on the ratification of this agreement
is not only the arrangement by which the Duke of
York’s representatives give up their claims on the
Association, and on which depends the power of
the Association to enter into any compromise at all
with the provingee, but also the additional engage-
ments of the Crown with the Duke’s representa-
tives. Both of these arrungements involve the
payment of large sums of money now lodged and
waiting the action of this house, and the repre-
sentatives of the Duke of York are not longer
bound than until this house shall have opportuni-
ty of passing on the compromise at this session.

The Province has for several years sought the
compromise ; it has stated its owa terms, and has
sought the royal interposition to sesure them ac-
ceptance ; it has entrused its intorests to delegates
chosen in conformity with the condition announc-
ed by this House, and the Mining Association has
aceepted the proposed terms with no essentinl
modification, after full negociation with the pre-
vincinl delegates and the crown j the Duke of
York’s represcntatives and the Associntion have
all conceded claims to which they helieved them-
selves entitled, for the sake of terminating o con-~
troversy injurious to all.

These have all a right to an immediate and
final answer, and the people of Nova Scotia are
entitled without further delay to be freed from the
disabilities and wrong of which this House has so
often and so loudly complained.

Therefore Resolved that it is proper that the
agreement entered into in London by the delegates
from this Province with the General Mining Asso-
ciation should be confirmed without further delay;
and for that purpose that the bill now reada
second time be committed to a committe of the
whole house.

Mr. McLerurax addressed the horse in favor of
postponment ; he explained in refurence to some
observations of the Attorney General, concern-
ing the delegation, and read extracts from the
journals relative to former opinions and proceed-
ings on the mines and minerals of the Frovince,
in reference to the existing claims, He gaid he
would like to sec the Duke of York’s lease brought
up in o court of justice ; that affairs of finance
should unot be made party questions; that the
pecuniary part of the proposal before the house
was of much consequence, and that if any set of
men standing as the house did at that time, was
to rashly rash into the proposed contract, if any-
thing would justify the minority in taking their
hats and going home, or the people rising en
masse to demand redress, it would be that, -

Hon. Youxa spoke of adjourning for a while,—
conversation relative to adjournment took place,
subsequent to which the Attorngy Genera'l with-
drew his amendment, and the. house adjourned
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Moxpay Evexina, Feb. 22, 1858.
MINES AND MINERALS.
The House resumed its siltings at 8 o’clock.

IIon. W. Youxa rose and said—The Ilouse
having met at this unusual hour with the pur-
pose of coming to a division, the privilege scems
4o have been conceded to e, by common con-
sent, of closing this long debate. It may be
thought, sir, after so many days bave heen spent
on it, that nothing new is to be said, but the
house need notapprehend from me any tedious or
" vain repetitions. I feel warmly, therefore I shall
tpeak warmly, The time bas come when fulse
delicacies must cease, therefore I shall speak
boldly. I shall appeal to the understanding and
the sense of right that beats in every bosom, res-
ponsive to my own, and if there be a spark of
patriotism in this House, latent or unrevealed, I
will fan it into flame. It is not denied that the
(ucstion is onc of the decpest moment. Ina pecu-
niary point of view, this arrangement, if complet-
cd, involvesanimmediate loss of £6,000 a ycar.
The amount will rise with the expansion of the
trade. During the twenty eight years, thercfore,
to which the arrangement extends, it is no exag-
geration to estimate that loss ab two hundred,
or it may be, two hundred and fifty thousand
pounds. It is an cnormous sum for this small
province, Recollect, that in these caleulations
there is no material difference between the dele-
gates and myself. Six thousand pounds a year
in a country where, for want of funds, the un-
happy lunatic is still suffering, in our crowded
poor house, horrors that malie us shudder, but
which. a bumane community can_ouly lament
without alleviating. By o mysterious dispensa-
sation of Providence, the light of reason has been
darkened, and we are unable to apply the resour-
ces of modern science, and must still endure this
sad reproach in our midst. . The opening of the
thick forest that still covers the future homes,
where industry will ply her busy task, and a
thousand ficlds will smile upon the day-—the
opening of the youthful mind—all the innume-
rable wants of & new country, dependent upon
public aid, admonish us of the necessity and wis-
dom of husbanding our resources, and call upon
us accurately and closely to review our position,
cre we surrender so vast a sum, and denude our-
selves, by our own act, of so large a revenue.

Iistened with pleasure to the animated and
able gpeech of my hon. and learned friend from
Colchester.  He painted in glowing colours the
wonders that were to flow from the extended ope-
ratigns of the General Mining Association,—
the increase of traffic and of revenue,—the de-
mand for labor,—the cmployment of shipping.
These anticipaiions may possibly be realised.
Every friend of his country hopes that they will
be so,~hut does my hon. friend really expect
us lo believe that all these wonders would be
wrought by reducing the royalty on coal from a
shilling to rix-pence per ton. Will the surrender
of the £6000 a year which this reduction involves
exercise any such mighty influence on the pro-
gress or expansion of the trade; and will not
that trdde expand and grow from other causes,
independent of that small reduciion, which will
go only to swell the profits of the Association, or
to lower the price to the fpreign consumer, If
this be the sound view, and the reduced royally

will bave little influence, cxcept only upon our.
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revenue, o large portion of my friend’s appeal-tg
our gensibilitics and patriotism is answered ; and-
much eloguent declamation must be set aside g9
forcign 1o our argument. Now, sir, the sig.
tistics of this trade demonsirate that. it rises ang
falls, with the regulerity of the barometer, sleng
with every rise and fall of the duty levied in the
United States. An immonse and growing de-
mand for our bituminous coal exists in that basy
and populous region, which can only be checked
by a prolibitory law ; and with the removal of
that duty, springs again into activity. The
export of coal has doubled since 1851 ; and whe
chall set limits to its amount, now that it is ad-
mitted among the free articles in the reciprocity
treaty of 1854 ;—a treaty for which I have been so
often reproachied on this floor, but which I Jook
upon as one¢ of the proudest trophics of my pub-
liclife. So far as my own province is concerued,
as I underwent most of (he responsibility and
labour, I miay justly lay claim to the honor of
that treaty. That it will rapidly and vastly ex-.
pand the coal trade with America, there is ng,
reason to doubt; bat it would expand equaliy,
whether the larger or the smaller royalty were
exacted. The difference is too insignificant to
affect the trade, while, as a source of revenue, it
is all-important Lo us. .
Sir, in the coal ficlds of this province we pos-
sess an incstimable treasure 5 a treasure thaf may
he made conducive, to an incalculable extent, to
the welfarc and comfort of our people j inexhaus-
tible in richness—unsurpassed in quality—by
wise legislation results greatly enhancing our
colonial position may be deduced from them, It
is of this great natural gift that we are about o
denude ourselves ; we are about to hand the
mines of this Provinee over to strangers who will
reap the golden fruit—while our own people, de-
prived of the inheritance which the Creator de.
gigned for their use, are refused permission to
dig a bushel of conl upon their own lands, within
the arcas comprehended in this bargain, -
The hon. and learned Attorney General toldus
that the action of my hon. friends and myself ex-
hibited the highest triumph of party.  Sir, I am
in the judgment of this house; I ask any hon.
gentleman who heard me, in what tone and tem-
per I approached this discussion? Did one syl
lable escape my lips caleulated to provoke party,
action, or iuvite factious hostility? No, siv; I
spoke as I felt, earnestly but calmly ; fully sensl-.
ble of the importance of the guestion at issue,
and desirous only that the house should arrive ab
a just decision. Let me ask how was it dealt
wilh by hon. gentlemen opposite. Will any man
who has scen the influcnces brought to bear in
order to carry this messure; who listened to the
warm and impassioned sddress of the hon. and
learned Attorncy General, every word of which
Lreathed .. non-concilitory spirit, entertain &
doubt tha. the government have appealed fo.
party and rely on it. A sacrifice to party in-
deed! Why, sir, Ido not hesitate to say, thet if-
for 28 years—the lifetime of a whole generation
—the best, if not the only workable coai felds of
the province, are to be transferred without recall,
to t;hi;s persuasive lx;nd powerful Aﬁocei:'g?;:g”
we give up, with our cyes open,ike ’
sum gI ha.vg' ken of, : this will most assuredly -
be the costliest sacrifice ever offored to partydn-
Nova Scotia. T TR e i
But the men who offer it in deepite:d
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warnings and remonsirances, will lfve bitterly to
repent it, and will feel the rezentment of an out-
raged and indignant peeple, not always blind to
their true interests. I participate fn that resent-
ment,—1 feel and I express that fodignation.
The hour has come when the subdued and soften-
ed tones of my opening #peech must be exchanged
for the clearer and sbriller notes of the clarion,
when it rouses men from inactivity to life. Party,
and the necessity of supporting this administra-
tion at all hazards, may create an’ cvauescent
and fatal union. My voice for the present may
be raised in vain, but woe to the men who hear
as if they heard not,—deaf as the metber mill-
stone, or ““the adder that stoppeth her ecar.”
(Hear, hear.) ) ‘

And now, sir, permit me in a few short sen-
tences to revicw the bistory of this transuction.
Some 32 years since the famous iease passed to
the Duke of York. Thiaby the way is & misnomer,
for the Duke of York died some three weeks after
ft was exccuted ; and he had previously entered
{nto & contract with his London creditors, stipu-
lating that the lease should pass immediately
from his hands into theirs. It was not therefore
8 lease for bis benefit, but for that of his credi-
tors, to whom our resources were thus pledged.
In the history of the world, under the most des-
potic government that ever existed, I will ven-
ture to say that no precedent can be found—no
Instance cited, where the whole mineral resour-
ces of a country were passed out of the hands of
the people to pay the debts of an individual,
though that individual were a prince of the blood.

Then by agreement with the British govern-
wment, the assignees of the Duke of York’s lease
became the bolders aléo of the reserved mines at
Pictou and Sydney, and all our coal seams
centered in one and the same body. The multi-
tude of resolutions, addresses, and remonstrances
with which our journals are filled —the numerous
struggles to rid ourselves of this monopoly—the
successive steps in which the Assembly and Asso-
clation have been pitted against cach other, are
familiar to this house. Duripg this long and
arduous fight, Mr. Johnston stood forth the re-
cognised, uncompromising advocate of the Aseo-
ciation, Until this session, when their interests
lay on the other side, and it wes convenient to
acknowledge the wrongs done to our people,
uever did we hear one word of generous sympa-
thy for them escape from his lips. Daring that
long period of five and twenty years, were
our interests too often disposed of without our
knowledge or consent. A studied obscurity
bung over the real parties with whom we were
contending,

The representatives of the Duke of York have
been frequently spoken of 3 we should speak of
the creditors, not the representatives. The family
of the Duke has nothing to do with this question.
The creditors who supplied the wants, and per-
haps, I might be justified in faying, the extrava-
gances, of the late Duke, have drawn from the
vitals of the province large sutns,—have received
Didepence sterling on every chaldron of coal that

a8 been sold or used in Nova Scotia ; and ap
amount has accumulated in this way, io the three
P cents, amounting to £55,000. This has
added to the price of every bushiel .of Nova Sco-
tia coal exported or consumed. ‘
th How is that to be paid? Out of the funds of
8 ANOO!?’;)M Noj; but out of the coal raised
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from- the soll of Nova Bcotfa, Is it ‘not s signi-
ficant fact, when we are deallng with this com-
pany, that not less than £120,000 sterling, drawn
from the resources of the province, are to be
handed over by this arraneement to the creditors
of the Duke of York. |

Under the minute of 1845, the royalty was to be
paid on all coal raised as well as sold, How did
the Association deal with that ¢ Did they pay ac-
cording to the terms? Not they ; and another re.
markable featare grows out of thisenquiry, They
obtained the right to raise 12,000 chaldrons mare
for the same money, but continued, contrary to
their own agreements, to pay ouly for 'the
coals that were sold,—owing a large sam for the
coals raised and not rold. I have a document in
my possesgion which has not yet seen the light in
this house, I held in my hand a letter, the con-
tents of which I communicated to the learned
member for Colchester some time ago. It iasd-
dressed to me by the same gentleman in England,
to whom the delegates alluded,—and it affords
evidence which ought to be kmown. I find by
that that the coal raised, and not sold.—and on
which no duty was paid, is no less than 41,841
chaldrons! This statement is drawn from the
company’s own books. Why was not the royalty
paid on that? The right to do so was admitted
on the face of the contract. But on the same
principle other arrangements were effected. In -
every step from the beginning to the end, this
powerful and talented Association bas managed,
within the bosom of the proviuce, to attach some
of the ablest men Lo their cause, and in this way
to defeat the objects of the legislature, They
not only refused to pay, and have not paid, for the
large coal raised and not eold, but have made a
diffienlty conecerning slack coal. Receipts in fall
having unconsciously passed from the officers of
the province to the company, they refused to
recognizo the right to pay the duty on slack coal
o few years ago. The amount in question at
that time was only a small porticn. Not one
chaldron in five of this coal paid daty ; and in
the letter alluded to, I find that 177,163 chal-
drons were disposed of. This would yield a tole-
rably large sum. We were entitled to royalfy
on it, hut since 1845 the royalty of 1s, on a large
portion of that coal has never been paid.

The Attorney General has read the famous re-
port of 1839 ; I hope we have heard it for the
last time; I never questioned the fact that the
Association by its capital, and skill, and science,
conferred benefit on the province. I endorse that:
as fully now. as in 1839 or 1854 ; but is that the
point for settlement ? A bargain has been striek,
and the questions are, first, Is it our duty ? and
then, Isit our interest to ratify it? The Attor-
ney General has spoken of the part which I have
taken in these questions, for twenty years past
in looking among some papers a few daye ngo, {
was amueed to find, in the Cape DBreton Journal
of 1833, two columns and n half of my frat speech
on this question ; and now, at the end of a quar-
ter of a century, I am making what may possibly
be my concluding appeal. The Attorney Gene-
ral says that my part in these affairs has been
chiefly ornamental. Well, a little of the ornamen-
tal is notamiss, I suppose, in legislation ; but was it
the ornamental or practical waich fell to my lol,
when I was in London in 1854, not as a delegate
for that purpose, but us has been snid, the unfecd -

couneellor of my own province, neither obtaining



90
por expecting for that 25 year’s lahour, a single
shilling, In 1854, on entering the treasury, I
found a whole pile of parchments, ready to be ex-
ecuted, introducing new checks and guards, and
rettiing every question against the interests of
Nova Scotia, and in favor of the Mining Assncia-
ion. 1 entered my protest against them, and the
Crown officers decided that the position which I
took was legal and right. That step belonged to
the practical, rather than' the ornamental,or per-
haps was a happy union of hoth; it led however
to the present position of affairs.  And how basg
it come round? JIs it of the free voice of the
Association, or bas not stern necessity brought
them bere? As has been explained, the Civil
List act, withdrawing the right of making a new
lease from ibe DBrilish government, hay led
to the negotiation. The company came here to
get a title and a standing in the Loudon market.
And by the present bill you arc asked to_contirm
arrangements, the full etfecl of which thix house
has often, by overwhelming majorities, decided
not to accept or sanclion.
The Provineial Secretary read an extract from
a speech of mine, delivered in 1836, 1 thought
that my action in the case refeaved to, was well
undersiood. and that the colour given to if was
only” an_cleetioneering movement. It is well
known that when T, as Atlorney General, brought
down the bill referred tu, L laid it on the table
declaring that I was cntirely opposed to it—
When the Lion, gentleman vead 2 detached sen-
tence from wmy speech, he ought to have admilted
a9 is well known in this house, that my action
“was consistent with itsel{ on that eccasion. The
local government refused to asseut to the bill
sent oul in 1836, and it became necessary for
the Mining Association to refer to the Legisla-
tare. The Provineial Sceretary said that he
adopted my scntiments on this subject with satis-
faction. I wish be would adopt the Scotch pro-
verb—¢ The third Llime is canny,”—he has
been my pupil twice, if he follow the third time
all may be well. He end I understand each
other. He applied to me the old antithesisabout
new things and true things ; bui in the opinion
of his encmics at least, the greatest novelty he
could give us in this house would he o little
truth from himsclf. (Laughter.) Such being
the position of this question, what is the practi-
cal effect of the amendment I have proposed —
Firet of all, it declares that the arrangement re-
cently concocted in London, differs {vrom the ad-
dress of 1856, in the abandpnment of the rent of
£3000 sterling, for the first 26,000 chaldrons rais-
ed from the rescrved mines. Can ihat be de-
nied? Did not my letler, so often alluded to.
declare that the rent was to remain untouched?
The Reciprocity act with the United States ex-
pires in 1864; it then beeomes no longer bind-
ing on either country ; and unless I greatly mis-
take the current of opinion at Washington, in
conscquence of the greatly increased competi-
tion of Canada, an envrgetic cffort will be made
to repeal thaf act. Suppose they do, and impose
a duty of so much per chaldron on our coal ;
where then will be our rent? :
" 1 was in Washington in 1850 and what did I
find.  Sowe of the ablest, keenest fellows whow
you could meet in New Eoglaod, lobbyiug, as it
was called 3 soliciting congressional influence in

a very effcetual though dircredilable way, by.

oiling the palms of certain members, cachior his
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peculiar interest. A great mercantile house-has
fallen in Boston within these few months, and -
what do its hooks exhibit? For the purpose of
carrying the tariff on wool, that house expended
immense sums, to influence congress and bribe
the press.  $8000. was the item for the latter
purpose paid chiefly to the press of New York ;
and 79,000 for other purposes: making $87,000
paid by one heuse for the purchase of such influ-
cuce!  Strange stories too, are told about Cana-
da. .Such traneactions be it said, in honor of our
own provinee, bave hitherto been unknown here;
this Legislature is free from the remotest suspi-
cion of that kind. Were it not so, 1 do not hesi-
tate to say that in a financial point of view, {o
carry this arrangement, the General Mining As-
sociation might do worse than expend a few thou-
sands bere. 1 would leave it as an open ques-
tion for any two sensible men, drawn from either
side, and I would rather that they were taken
from the government side, to say, whether any
man in his sober senses would transfer for 28
years valuable mines like thesc to the Associa.
tion, leaving it in {beir power to keep.all othe%
from participation. and to shut up the mines for
the whole term if they please without paying a
single farthing. What wonld any two men say
‘to a proposition of that kind? Suppose the
United States Reeiprocity aet repealed, as it may
he eight years hence, the provinee might find
itself in « delightful position with these mines;
it might find the establishments abandoned or
paralized, without power to touch them.
Besides the reduction of royalty, every tenth.
chaldron is small or slack coal, (Extracts wero
read from McCulloch’s Commercial Dictionary,
concerning the loss sastained by slack coal)
Many. however, do not need the large coal, and
will purehasc the small at a low rate in prefe-
rence. All screened coal is called small, and the
proporiional quantity may greatly increase. It
may be that onc fourth or one fifth may be'de:
seribed in that way, and not pay a shilling of
duty. One tenth of the whole amount 'i8780
situated according to the returns of the Associs-
tion, and the proportion may be. very ' mueh -
greatey when relieved from the royalty. If, a8
is proposed, eoal may be raised at four pence per
ton, it is almost a mockery to talk of revenue.
Would any private person, having property in &
mine, accept such a royalty. Show me a rich
coal mine anywhere that pays so little, And
shall I still be told that the difference -between
the address of 1856 and this arrangement s im-
material ? ‘ L

With reference to the weight, it is not denied
that the learned member for Colchester, in 1855,
called the attention of the house to this particular,
and stated that the province had lost, in this way,
from 1846 to 1854, the sum of £7,000. (Extracts
were read from a letter previously alluded to, and
statements made concerning the various species
of coal and their specific gravities, and the loss
sustained by the adoption of one measure instead
of the other.) This very example shews the Wis-
dom of delay. The debate of this session hss
brought out in, vivid and bold relief the ‘Wrongs
that have been done us under the old agreements.
We suggested in our address of J‘1h856‘,,}}f0!}l!§§§§1
upon my letter of July, 1854, the terms.on:whith
we were willing to settle ;this controversy yen

if these terms had been accepted, some:
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in the altered state of our Treasury, question our
abligation to adhere to them now. The bargain
not having been strack, they: say; is still- open,
and we may reject it at will; Thereis, doubtless,
much plausibility and fairness«in this conclusion.
 But T have put it on a different ground. The

amendment I have drawn sets out the specific dif-
ferences between the address of 1856 and the
arrangement of the delegates' in 1857; nor have
these been denied. It is argued, indeed, that the
two are substantially the same; but that they are
not the same is conceded and ought to be enough
for ug, The point of honour, on which some gen-
tlemen, to whom such refinements one would
think, are not over familiar, cannot possibly arise.
We are free to act as our judgment directs. Ah,
gir, if that judgment were really free, if men
would speak and act on this question as they thiok,
it would soon be settled. But the fiat has come
forth, No one understands his position better
than the Attorney General. With him it is a
matter of life and death to carry this bill. Why
it is so we may easily conjecture, and the province
at large will not fail to enquire. On its own
merits he felt from the first it was dubious or
hopeless, Hence the watchword of party, hence
the extraordinary declarations that to reject it
was to proclaim him a scoundrel or a fool. It is
possible he may succeed. This catastrophe, the
disastrous close of the drama in which he and I
have figured for so many years, is worthy of him-
self. He has been true to his antecedants and I
to mine, ‘ L
Lagt summer,-Mr. Speaker, while travelling in
the kingdom of Holland, I spent some pleasant
hours in the city of Ifaarlem. Haarlem, famed
for its organ, the largest and finest in the world
whose tones, swelling forth with the energy an

" power of a whirlwind, filled every nook and cor.

ner of the magnificent cathedral, while its softe
notes whispered along the aisles like the mur
mursof'some gentle breeze; famed also for its flowe
ardens, whence millions of hyacinths, tulips, anc
ther bulbs of infinite variety, and the most bril
 liant colours are diffused over Hurope and Améri-

j ¢ famed also for its gallery of puintings, and,

i above all, forone picture, the gem of the collection,

before which I stood admiringly. It represented
a femals figure, flexible and graceful, tho’ some-
what magsculine, with features of singular heauty,
but an expression stern and severe, embracing a
wilitary personage, with her right hand elevated
behind, and clutching a dagger. History tells us
that she was one of the three hundred fighting
women of Haarlem, who displayed the most des-
perate courage in defending their hearthstones
and children from the Spanish invaders, and that
baving obtained access to the general of the be-
Sieging army, she captivated and lured him by
her charms, till seizing the opportunity, while
leaning on his arm, she stabbed him in the back.
So have I seeq the learned Attorney General, a
hundreq times, on the floor of this house, while a
representative of the people; bound by every tie
of honour and of duty' to maifitain their rights,
clasping his own province to ‘his bosom, and for
the sake of this Association, stabbing her to the
heart. The Dutch heroine, . like her Jewish pro-
totype, ‘another Judith with another Holofernes,
saved and avenged her country. Our Attorney
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- And shall it still be sacrificed ?. I3 no breathing
time to be allowed ? Is the Attorney General to
taunt me across the floor, and sneer.at my.pa-
triotic labours as ho called them, and a party in
this house sustain him? Sir, I denounce them ag
the slaves of party, and traitors to their country.
But, above all, let the members . for Cumber-
land reflect that there is a higher tribunal than,
the organised and banded party in this House,
to whom they must answer. In their county is the
seat of the coal fields hermetically sealed by this
bill. Where are the glowing anticipations. with
which the deluded snd good people of* Parrs-
borough have been fed, Thecoal seams at Spring’

‘Hill shut up and all the world purposely excluded.

No busy railway, no forest of masts, no profitable
export there. Their hopes have been extinguish-
ed by theirtrusted one, The Provincial Secretary
laughs at their credulity. And Mr. McFarlane,
too, is delighted with this settlement. He.under-
values Mr. Dawson, who i3 but & young -man; ‘it
seems, whose opinions should not weigh™ with
us. I wassorry to hear tke learned member'to
whom I generally listen with pleasure, ‘commit:
himself on a subject, which he must permit me'to .
tell him' he does not understand. Mr. Dawson is
one of my cldest and most volued friends, and is &
rare exawmple of true science combined with unaf-
fected modesty. What he knows he knows
thoroughly, and never pretends to know what he
does mot. By his own merits he has raised
himself to the head of one of the great education-
al institutions of Canada, and has approved him-
self equal to that high position. Before my hon.
friend, then, attempts to depreciate him for a .
party end, he had better enquire whether le'- .
possesses one twentieth part of his reputation or
his sense. (A laugh.) ‘ o K
The coal mines of Cumberland, long hefore the
lapse of 28 years might be the source of a most
productive traffic and of a large income. In.
many parts of Earope, beyond the United - King-
dom, may be seen the wonderful effects of mining
operations on the industry and welfare of a' peo-
ple. 'Last August I travelled Ly railway from
Utrecht, where the famous treaty was signed,
which made Nova Scotia a British possession, to
the Prussian town of Hamm, celebrated as the
vetreat of the Bourbons after their banishment-in
1790, from their own beautiful France. ' We tra- -
versed the valley of the Lippe, a tributary of
the Rhine, and which bears upon its bosom ‘the.
conl of that produetive region, for the natives
who dwell upon the banks of the larger and noblér
river. R
It is difficult to pourtray to hon. gentleraen who
havenot visited the old world the charin which the:
historical agsociations and cultnre of two thousand
years shed upon these scenes of beauty. Thevalz
ley of the Lippe is studded with the relics of Rowmda
grandeur, of that conquering and immortal ‘racé
who have left the traces of their dominion in eve-
ry corner of Europe. The country is highly eul’ -
tivated, with a surface gently undulating*and
embellislied by numerous mansions,: ~You *piags
through a perpetual succession of fertile uplands;
meadows heavy with® grass; -figurishing ‘towns,
and dominating ovér all, the tall chimnies of the'

ment exacts a3 4 royalty one-tenth of thei)rodgr
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than theirs, for a royalty not one-third of the
Prussian? Why abandon to strangers our rich-
.est possesgion—nature’s choicest gift—for so in-
adequate a return. As I sped along the valley of
the- Lippe, I whispered to myself, or rather to one
dearer than myself, ¢ Why cannot we realize in
Nova Scotia, and create within our own country,
seenes of fertility and beauty like this?** (Cheers.)

The Provineial Secretary suiiles, I will not say
disdainfully, but with an air of confidence, as if
secure of his majority. Sir, the cancus may have
done its work, but elsewhere there will be a dif-
ferent reckoning. Were there nothing else to
characterize this bargain but the coal mines of
Springhill and Anconi, on them alone would Irest
this issue. The former are not, aswe have been
told, at a distance af 20 or 25 miles from naviga-
ble water. A railway of that extent might per-
haps be necessary to connect the coal mines with
Parrsborough ; but Dr. Gesner tells ug that they
are within four or five miles of the tide waters of
the Maccan river,and that barges laden with coal
could easily descend to ashipping port. The coal
measures, according to Dawson, belong to the
southern side of the Cumberland trough. They
were stated to him as varying in thickness
from eight to twelve feet, and of good guality
Four square miles of this coal field, containing
we may well suppose the most productive portion
of it and many millions of tons are assigned to
the Association for 28 years, while no obligation
is imposed upon them of paying one furthing of
rent or raising one chaldron of coal. Suppose
these four miles, the choice of this field were own-
ed by an individual and he had entered into such
a bargain, what would you do with him?  You
would pronounce him incompetent to manage his
affairs, put a clay cap upou his head and send
him across the Ilarbour to the Asylym. (A
laugh.) The case of the mines at Point Anconi,
on the island of Boulardrie is equally striking.
There the Association crosses the Little Bras d’Or
and some nive or ten squarc miles of the richest
coal field in the Province, lying close to the tide
water, are surrendered to them for 28 years,
besides the twenty-seven square miles in the im-
mediate vicinity. No one will pretend that the
Association will ever work one twentieth part of the
areas conferred upon them by this arrangement.
So far as they are concerned, tov, the lease will
stand good because assented to by the Crowp.—
But has the government or this [Jouse reflected
that our own title to the remnining mines expires
under the eivil list act in cighteen months after
the demise of Her Mujesty, and upon that event
reverts to the crown, o regain the control and
possession of these mines we must grant a civil
list, that will be acceptable to the crown, sv
that - our title may be cut short lung betore the
year 1886, to.which period the Association is safe,
It was thisprovision in the act of 1849 that enabled
me while in London in 1854 to take a stand for
my own Province,
power of the crown, to execute the lease which had
been prepared, and wanted only the sign ranual
to give the Association a legal standing indepen-
dent of us, the solicitors of the company and of
the creditors of the Duke ot York secmed to think
it, rather an extrsordinary thing that I should
venture on such a step. "My interference is de-

nounced in'the correspondence as exceedingly in-|

convenient and mischiesous. (A lsugh.)  And
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80 it was to the Mining Assoclation. I could not
help being amused by the courtesies which passed
between these solicitors and our  delegates. -f
must confess I had but a small share of them
myself. There were, no “my dear sirs,” and
¢ yours very truly”’ for one. (A laugh.) They
probably undervalued the opinion of a colonis] .
lawyer, nand thought themselves safe in contradiet-
ing it. They certainly argued most strenuoys.
ly that the government should disregard it, and
must have been rather taken aback, when the
matter was submitted to the Attorney and Solici-
tor General of England, and these high officers:
decided that the colonial lawyer was after all in

the right. (Cheers.) 'That decision, Sir,
was, no doubt, gratifying to me, and re.

flected no discredit on my own province,—
But far above all personal considerations was the
vantage ground, it gave us for the first time in
our colonial history. It compelled the Association
to come to us. Without our assent, they could
neither perfect their title nor make sale of their
shares. They were in fact at our mercy, and
without taking any ungenerous advantage, which
was far from our thoughts, we had the opportu-
nity of redressing past wrongs, and attaining
future security, This vantage gronnd we have
lost, and the delegates have failed in obtaining
for this country, the terms they should have in-
sisted on. I give credit to my learned friend
from Colchester for a desire to fulfil his mission.
I will not even question the integrity of the Atty.
Geugsalssbut T do say that a delegate of a firmer
temper and more ardent purpose ought to have
heen there to resist encroachment and_guard the
rights of our people. It has becn, I fear, with
this delegation as it was with the case prepared in
1847, when the interests of the Mining Associa-
f n were more regarded than those of the Legis-
ture. ‘

The learned Attorney General referred to that
chse to-day, but he has not raised the veil that
concenled from the public eye its true history. It
was my late Lrother who framed and carried the
resolution on which the case was prepared, sothat
legal opinions might be taken in England. For
years, as.is well known in this house, he had de-
voted himself to this question, and had mastered
it in all its details. Now the value of the opinion
depended maiuly on the case or statement of fucts
to be subwitted to counsel. But the present Atty
Geueral was then in the government, and all the
world 1 think will agree that my late brother
ought to have been on the commission for drawing
up and settling the case. No . one entertained a
higher respect than myself for the professional
aud personal character of the late James ¥. Gray,
and 1 am not disposed to uundervalue that of
John C. Hall. But it cannot be pretended that
they had studied or understood the Mining ques-
tiou as George R. Young had done, and the Go-
vernwent of the day in excluding his name from
the comunission shoukthe confidence of the House
in the case as well as the opinion which was ridi-
culed and assailed as soon as it was known.

Motley, the American historian who has lately
attained so much celebrity by relating the eventfal
story of the frightful ‘atrocities almost exceeding”
those of [ndia which marked the infancy and early-
struggles of the Dutch' republic, draws with 'inis.
ptitable skill the character of the Presidént Viglius
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yer, one of whose maxims wag, that a good lawyer
could not bes good christian, (A laugh.) X
will not say that I acquiesce in this maxim as
universally true, ‘but that to a large extent
it was true in the sixteenth century and is still
true in the nineteenth, cannot I fear be''denied.
The characteristics of 8 good christian, fidelity,
single-mindedness, 'disregard of self, purity of
heart and motive, have not always been displayed
by our lawyers in their dealings with this seduc-
tive and powerful Association, ‘

The Attorney General taunted me to-day with
a change of opinion in depreciating the value of
the mineral resources to be given by this bill.
There, sir, he did me injustice ; but while I reiter-
atethe opinions I have so often expressed on this
floor, I canuot accept, what has been happily sty-
led the bunkum bill of the'Attorney General, as
an equivalent. To surrender privileges of real
value for the exemption of our lime, gypsum and
clay—a claim which has never been put forward
and could never be enforced—would be to follow
the example of the dog in the fable, who lost the
substance while snatching at its shadow as he
crossed flie stream.

No, 8ir, I pride myself in being a practical bu-
siness man, not averse it may be to ornament and
literary taste, but aiming always at a sound and
substantial end., What I ask of the govern-
ment and the party that sustains them is not the
instant rejection of this bargain, I ask only that
it shall not be pressed through with indecent haste

~—that befure they bind the victim to the horns of

the altar, they shall give ug time to look round.
The Opposition in this House is no insignificant or
powerless body. We represent tens of thousands
of free born Nova Scotians and a large proportion
of their intelligence and wealth. Is a year too
much to allow the people’s voice to be heard and
this matter to be thoroughly sifted and weighed.
Is it not of infinitely more importance than any

party contest? It may be indifferent to the peo-)

ple by whom the offices of Attorney General or
Provincial Secretary are filled, but it is of the deep

est moment that this subject should be canvassed
and understood. The majority are called upon to
negative my amendment, every word of which is
true and known to be so. It is true that the rent
of £3,000 stg. a year has been abandoned. It is
true that the royalty on slack coal, equal already
t0 £1000 o year hasbeengiven up It is true that
the royalty has been largely reduced. Itis true
that welose £5,095 by this avrangement at its
very inception, and that this loss in a few years
may be doubled or trebled in amount Do the
people understand, have they had any opportunity
of knowing these things. If they did know them—
would they allow us to pass this measure. What,
Sir, with the announcement of financial difficul-
ties—£40,000 a year for railway interest, break-
waters and agricultural societies to be broken up,
our road vote reduced from forty two to twenty
thousand pounds, With these evils in prospect it
- 18 8urely too generous to throw away six thousand
more, and by our own act impoverish ourselves.

Sir, this may be all in vain. This long struggle.
of five and twenty years is about to close, It is.

not to close ns I hoped and expected it would. The
- Association have ‘triumphed at last. I at least
feel that I have done' my duty. The * emotion I

. have shewn is not that of & party leader, but‘of *a! ‘

"
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Nova Scotian contending for his country, and ere
the final vote sbout to be tuken shall pass, I so-
lemnly call upon the members. of this House to
weigh all its consequences snd to reflect on the
indignation and reproach they will draw down
upon themselves, (Loud Cheéers;) ‘
Mr, Wape—~From the very earaest appeal
made by the bon. and lesrned member for Inver-
ness to Nova 8cotia and sons of Nova Scotia, I
feel called upon to make a few remarks. I would
not have risen. sir, only for some rather strange
language used at the close of that honm. and
learned gentleman’s address,—language which
this housc and the country are not often accus-
tomed to hecar. I &ir, have listened attentively
to this debate, extending over some seven or
eight days, and the question bas been so: exhaus-
ted by the delegates awd others, that it would ill
become me to enter into statistics or lengthy
arguments, But, sir. when called on by the hon.
and learned member us Nova Scotiang, to assert .
our liberty and our rights. in reference to the
subject of the Miunes und Minerale, I say to bim
that I feel I do so, in the course which I am-
about to pursue and the vote 1 intend to.give
on this question, ‘ ‘ oo
- Forthe first time. My, Speaker, we have had in-
sinuations of corruption, or to use the hon. and
learped gentleman’s own language, of oil belag
applied to the palms of Nova Scotia. I ask to
whom did the hon. and learned member for In-
verness apply the observation? Did be mean
the learncd member for Colchester, or to whom
at thisside of the house does the language ap-
ply? S€ir, is there any aronnd these benches
with o spark of manly feeling who would' not
risc and repel such a charge or insinuation'? Let
us know what is meant, that the insinuation may
be dealt with as it deserves. I do not pretend
to be able to deal with 1his question as that hon,
and learned merober ; but 1 shall take care to
vindicate myself in my own way. v ‘
I feel, sir, that this guestion is not' so hard to
understand ; some may mystify and ' make a
stalking-horse of the pounds, shillings, and pence ;.
others may allude, as the hon. member for Wind:
sor, to the old woman being deprived of her-coal
by the mining monopely. to tickle theear. "Al-
sion was made by the hon, gentleman, that this
question was yet to ‘he sifted throughout -the
length and breadth of the land.. "Asfor my con-
duct, let it go. from Cape North to Cape Sable’;
let my constitucnts know that I viewed this
sithject on the hroad principle of a great public:
question, affectiug their dearest rights, and not:
as & matter of pounds, shillings, and pence. ' Sir,
upon a former occasion, when the public warks’
of our country were first mooted, I did not hesi-
tate to look at the introduction of those works in .
the same light, and although &t the present mo-’
ment they bear somewhat heavily on the fevenue
of the country, I yet feel, when once in full ope-

‘ration, they will lighten those burthens: ‘' I-be-

lieve he who ‘makes the present question  depend
upon a small pecuniary consideration. misrepre-
sents the feelings of the people of Nova'¥cotia:
generally, while all beneath the soil of our coan-
try is-as has been deecribed in this debate, at'the’
mercy of a distant-company.. " I.was at:a-loss to
understand the hon. and learned member for:Xo- -
verness, until' towardd' the -close of:*his-speech, -
when some expressiona-helped to-explain the . dif. -
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Colchester some. well. earncd - compliments, he
complained of his late brother being lett off a
commission on the subject, and intimated that he
shoald have goue on the delegation instead of the
hon. member for, Colchester.  (Mr. Young.—No.)
I can put no other censtruction on the hon. gen-
tleman’s remarks. This question, sir, has been
before the public for the last twenty years, and
the cry of monopoly, grinding monopoly, bas
been sounding in the people’s ears, and I believe
it has been kept before the people to some ex-
tent, as an electionecring subjcct. ‘

Far be it from we to advocate thismonopoly,—
but how stands the matter 2 In an evil hoar the
minés and minerals of our province were handed
over to an English nobleman, and then transfer-
red to this association ; will it for one moment
be contended that this company, afler expending
perhaps a million of moncy in getting into ope-
ration their works in this province, have ac-
quired no rights, and that in the setilement of
this vexed question they should Bot endeavor to
protect their own interest? In order, then, to
set at rest the controversics and difficulties of
this question, both sides of this house agreed,
with the exception of three or four of its mem-
bers, that a delegation should 2o to England,
and settle the dispute.  That, I believe, was ac-
complished in good faith at the time. Delegates
were judiciously cbosen, and weut with instruc-
tions to bring the difficulty to an equitable ter-
mination ; they return, and present to this house
the arrangement they were cnabled to effect, and
whi ch we arc asked to ratify, Now,sir, how is the
bill met by those who attempt to oppose it ? by ask-
ing for additional time! Time to do what? To
make a geological survey of the coal fields of
Nova Scotia. Is this question, which bas so long
agitated the Prorince, to be met in this way ?
And, by aside wind, get the go by? I belicve
that it should not. I feel thus it the terms now
offered to us be rejected. we may prepare for
twenty years more of agitation.  The question
has now. assumed this shape,—will the people of
Nova Scotia, although perhaps the agrecment is
not guch as they would wish in all particulars,
agree to settle this long disputed affair? The
. association from its peculiar opportunitics, may
alwayshave had the advantage of us, and perhaps
always will, but have we not had twenty
years to, gather information?  Will two years
‘nore of delay, accompanied by & large expendi-

ture for surveys, get us better terms from the
Association? I think not, Then why withhold
assent ?

This delegation, as has been stated, has now
‘cost us Twelve hun®red and fifty pounds. I
may not.view this question aright, but I do not
believe it a mere question of time or money, pro-
vided we bave anything like {air terms offered,
which I believe we have by the bill before
the house, I therefore vote for the bill, and for
the ratification of the agreement made by the
delegates, because it brings to a final termina-
tion a.long and unpleasant contest ; and although
it may take from the Treasury for the present a
considerable sam of money, by reducing the re-
venue from the royalty, I consider that, sir, no-
thing  in, comparison with having Nova Scotia
freed from the degrading position she ir now in,
by having. all below her soil mortgaged to a com-

any in England, -fo, take .the..manacles off the
egs of the people, . a8 thehon: member for Wind-
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gor expressed: it,—to bave what is in the roil pos-

gsessed by them, and not by a-distant company.

But, sir, one word inregard -lo this royalty tax,

I have always been .of opinion, that this waran
unfair eharge, and one {bat should longago have

been taken of. Why not with the same degree

of propricty, levy an éxport duty on cord wood,

or any other article of like kind, that is.exported

from the province? . These, Mr. Speaker, are my:-
reasons for the vote which I intend to give.

Why delay? If the company do obtain twelve

square wniles in Nova Scotia proper, what is that

to the remaining portion of the broad. acres of

this province ? In my opinion, we give nothing

unrcasonable away, but scttle a long continned
difficulty. by the hill now before the house.

Hon. Mr. Youxa.—The member for Dighy may
he delighted to know that his honor is'not in
danger. If [ were called on to oil palms, I might
think whose paling were worth oiling, and per-
huaps wonld pass him by.

Mr. Waove.—I understand that the hon. and |
learncd rember considers himself the gem of the
house. I may have quite as much respect for
that hon. geutleman’s standing as be has for
mine.

Hon. Mr. Howe.—We have heard that there ig
but a step from the sublime to the ridiculous
and I thiok we have had it this evening. I hope
the Attorney General is awalke now asT wish to
set myself right concerning some alleged expres-

sions. The Attorney General eaid that on Sa-

turday I called the Association cheats and aceus-
¢d them of fraud. If I were not very much ex-

cited I do not think I could have used any such

language ; far'as my recollection goesI did vel.

If I did I am sorry for it. I said that they had

got to windward of us, the belter of us on every

occasion. I used language a little stronger than

the mewmber for Yarmouth used in reference to

the same company. If [ did use the language

stated I very checrfully withdraw it. Ibhave

some knowledge of the character of that Associa-
tion. I would not apply such language fo ils

members, it wouald be contrary to the tone in

which I have always spoken of them. I think

the Attorney General must have mistaken my

words. ‘ ‘

Hoy. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I am glad to hear
the explanation given. 1 wassorry to hear what
was said on Saturday, it was not consistent with
the usual corduct of the mémber for Windsor in
reference to that company. - ‘ -

A call of the house took place. The amend-
ment was put and negatived, 19 to 30. j

For—Geldert, Parker, Munro, Wier. Rynard,
Esson, Bailey, Davidson, Webster, Morrison,
Loche, Chambers, McLellan, Young, Annand,
Dimock, Chipman, Robertson, Howe. L

Against—McLearn, Churchill, Shaw, ‘White,
Killam, Bent, Moses, J. Jampbell, Caldwell, Pro.
Secretary, Martell, Bill, Ruggles, Borpeuff, Finl.
Secretary, McDonald. Sol. -General, Archibald;’
Hyde, Attorney General, McFarlane, €. J. Camp-
bell,. Ryder, Tobin, ‘McKeagney, Wade, Brown,
McKinoon, Robicheau; and Fuller, =~ * = "

'fhe bill'was referred to committee by s,f:mil&f‘f
vote. ‘

o Mo
' The-House was engsged-in.tre
routine-business,, ;- - iy

P C e N
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‘WrDNESDAY, February 24.
RAILWAY COMMITTEE. :

The Hon. ATTorRNEY GENERAL reported on th
preceding day, from the revising committee, lists
of committees, one of which was for the examina-
tion of railway affairs. The proposed committee
consisted of hon. Attorney General, hon. Provin-
cial Secrctary, Mr. Tobin, ~— hon. Mr. Young,
hon. Mr. ITowe, Mr. Archibald.

\Ir. ITows expressed a wish that his name be
omitted. ‘

Ton. ATrroryey GENERAL urged the cortinu-
ance of the name, he considered that Mr. Howe
hould serve on the committee so that he might
understand the yuestions concerning the rail-
ways, and that others might understand his
viows. He cxplained the duties of the commit-
tee, and the importance of these. To the com-
mittee would be submitted guestions of railroad
damages, and of extra claims-of contractors.

Hon. Mr. Hows.—1 dislike to withdraw my
same {rom o committee list,—Dbut have I not had
labour and responsibility enough concerning the
railways of the country ? I chicerfully undertake
the respopsibility which should devolve on me,
and am here to answer enguiries and remarks, I
think that we sboald not treat those extra claims
until they bave been decided by the railway
Board. (Hon. Mr. Johnston—The Board has dé-
vided) Mr. Howe continued—Then the govern-
ment and the Legislapture should sustain their
decision ; should agsume that they had acted
properly. I will try and keep as well acquaint-
od with the circamstances of the case, as if I were
on the committce. My anxicty is to do what ig
just and right; but I do not wish to he drawn
into a committce where I would be over-ruled.—
and thus have my name attached to .a document
which I would not feel disposed to sustain, —or
to have to xubmit a separate dissenting report. I
do not want that. '

Mr. Tosiy wished his name left off the commit-
tee in consequence of Mr. Howe’s remarks about
being put in the wrong by a report. ‘

Hon. Mr. Howg explained.

Hon, Provizeian SrorETaRY considered that
the reason given by the member for Windsor for
not heing on the comimittee, was a reason why he
should he there. ‘ ‘

Mr. Axxasp thought that the name of the
member for Windsor should not be on the com-
mittee. The claims should he otherwise dealf
with ;—the house should not step in to relieve the
Board and the government from such responsibi-
lity. The dutics of the committec should be
limited to the question of damages.

Hon. ArrorNey GENERAL~~The member for
Windsor speaks of being over-ruled ; if he ex-
pects any improper conduct, should he not be
there to expose and condemn, Would not the
members for lnverness and Colchester aid him in
preventing any improper overruling? Gov-
crament responsibility has been spoken of,—but
government consider that they have no responsi-
bility in the question. The law- gives the func-
tions of responsibility to the commissioners, and
the chief Engineer. The commissioners. had:
applied to the government, again and’ again, for
advice and assistance,—and such was afforded.
The question is, shall ‘the claims be debarred
from investigation,  because:the Board doessnob
admit their validity 7. Suppose:thecontractors.

1.

say that they are Injured by the viewsof the
comnissioners-aud the chief"Engineer, aré'you'to
say, in a civilized land, governed by law, and- by’
principles of integrity. those who complain’ sball
be denied enquiry? The house alone -has the
right to interpose. Wil it refase? Itmay canse’
delay, may retard the public works, but enquiry’
must come in some shape. The law, at present,

|is not accessible to the complainants;--pags a'

law if you will, giving them power to bring the'
question before a court of law, which-is now ‘de-
nied by the nature of their contract, =~ - "’
Hon. ProviNCAL SeCRETARY -explained 'the
power and action of the government on the ques-
tion,—and said that if the member for Windsor
would agree to serve, he (the Prov. Secretary,)
would setire from the committee with pleasure. -
Hon. Mr. Hows.~I sometimes happen to think
aloud here, and that may account for some: of
my expressions. ‘A clause of the act provides
that no extra work shall be allowed, except it
be submitted to the chief engineer, and obtain
his certificate. Up to the time I left the Board'
there was pno dispute on those subjects,~~but
here is a claim for £70,000 of which I never
heard before. Isit right that I shonld he called’
to adjudicate on this? When the qaestion comes
up here, it will be seen how much or how - little
of these difficnlties should be laid at my door.—
I consider that we should sustain the officers-dnd
the Board ; should we back the contractors
against the commmissioners?  (Extracts from''do-
cuments on the table were read.) Coor e
Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL~The application
made by a contractor to the Board, and to which
reference has been made, was not an application
for payment, or to have the work measured, ‘as
the answer implics. He asks for papers for'the
purpose of showing that some of the work called
extra Liad been recognised as within the nature
of the contract,—and he is told ‘in reply;’that”
measurements are correct. (Extracts from’ cor-
respondence were read, concerning -applicdtions’
to the Board, and answers thereto.) "Here cer~
tain papers are asked for, and answers on other:
points are given. Are complainants to be told
that no examination will be made of their claiing?:
If work was performed, required by the province)
should not the question of payment be sabjeét ‘of
investigation and decision. Coo e
Hon. Mr. Howe.—Every day illustrates the
desirableness of having the railway ‘Board re.
presented here.  The chief applicant entered in--
to a contract, by which he was bound to' make
monthly returns ; he does not attend to tbat,’ he
violates the contract himself, by -withholding
materials of calculation frot the Engineer.- Sup--
pose the sub-engineer to return measarement ‘of-
certain work ;—he did not know whether any
order had been given for the wotk,-—and’even-1f-
over-payment had been thus made, of what féree
would that be? I donot see the proprietyof the:"
contractors being furnished by the Board, -with -
material for a vexatious law suiti :Ddep’ the
Attorney General wish to put me in/the pogition "
of turning round to my successor at:the: ¥ailway:
Board, and saying that-he did wrong? That
would be a very indelicate position for" mé'to'oc-.
cupy. ‘ I-have not:-spoken : to “Mr: Formay, the'
chief Engineeér, four times, I'believe, Mé’é«ﬁl&ﬂf "
the -offico : I have .not been-in: histhoiibe, ‘sirice; .
and: He. has ot beeh ifr mine/but oxbas krhaver:
'been: at the Tailwayioffice twies orthiige:for Puts . .




96

poses of enquiry. I will be asindependent as
any men hero, to blame Mr. Forman, if that be
requisite ;—but [ think the action rought goes
to cripple those who ought to defend the public
interests, The Attorney General of the late go-
vernment threw on the Board the. responsibility
which it should have. ‘

Mr. Wier.—1t would be indelicate to place on
the committee any member of the late govern-
ment, who bave heen arraigned over and over
again by the organ of the present government.
1 do not understand why the Prov. Secretary
should be ®o anxious to bave the member for

Windsor on the committee, after the charges

which have been made. I think that something
remains behind the curtain,
ment bave obtained the control of the railroad,
and they are in difficuliy with it—and I think
they bave evinced their incapability of managing
it, They went into office prejudiced against it ;
for years they denounced it,—and the pcopje are
beginning to understand not ooly the incapacity,
but the nature and effect of the denunciations.
They spoke of it ruining the province; and I
consider, if matters are conducted as they bave
been for the last 12 months, that it will come
nigh ruining the country. Would any one. com-
mencing a heavy business and having no faith in
it, be likely to succeed? Tunderstand that some
£3000 or £4000 worth of property was smashed
on the road last evening, and that travclling on
it has been decreasing. 1 believe that it is in
the hands of a party not able to cope with it,
and that before 12 months more that it will be
demonstrated. 1 think Mr. Howe should not be
one of the commitiee.

Hon., Provincial. SEcrerarRYy.—The observa-

tions of the hon. gentleman do not excite much
surprise,—he has often expressed similar views.
The question of incapacity, which he raises, rests
with the chairman of the Board, his colleagues,
and the chief Engineer. The commissioners ad-
mit that they have received every support from
the government,—and the Eogineer avers that
all due economy has been ohserved, The capa-
city-of those who conducted affairs before is r.ot

g0 very apparent. The most extreme views of

the expense of the railroad have been realized.

The reports shew that they will cost at least
£9000 per mile. That would not prove the re-
markable capacity of those previously in autho-
rity,inreference to former estimates of the works.
Difficulties arose from contracts made when the
member for Windsor was Chairman of the Board ;
as these drew to a conclusion, the work became
heavier, and extras accumulated. The member
for Windsor says that the object ‘of the govern-
ment and the house, should be to sustain the public
officers,—to carry out his views, the question

‘should be placed with the only competent tribu-
nal, this house ; except the legislature refer the
applicants to 8 legal tribunal, and give access
accordingly. The disposition is to obtain all the
information possible, to place the whole question
before the country, and to do whatisright. The
difficulty comes from the other side.

Hon. Mr. Howe.—I deny that any sach dis-
putes. arose while I was at the Board. I will
give the Provincial ‘Secretary opportunity to
sustain that charge if he can. Let him go to the
railway station now, and seevaluable machi-

nery. which' ‘cost - thousands lying about all the

_wintet,—a regular Balaclava scene, . How many
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times was the chairman along the lines this
summer ; I believe not once; and that he knows
nothing about the contracts, except as farasthe
cars run. I-may be mistaken, but that fsmy
opinion. Have any of those commissioners in-
spected the works during the summer? He says
that tbe government aided the Board. That
may be 50, but the public are under a different
impression ; not from what I have said, for I pro-
fess to know nothing about these affairs, . The
chief engincer, it appears, has added £600 a
mile for services not recognized by the lats
Board, and £200 for fencing ; that makes £800
at once additional to what the late Board thought
necessary. Report was promptly made to the.
house formerly, when anything unusual occurred,
not so now ; an cngine, it appears, ran off the
track yesterday, but no report of that is made,—
answers cannot be obtained here as ‘on former
occasions. -

Hon. ProvINCIAL SEORETARY,—The observation
just made proves conclusively that there should
be a committee, although it is contradictory to
previous remarks. It was said some time ago,
that the officers should be sustained, but the hon.
gentleman now intimates that the Chairman of
the Board and his colleagues, are unworthy of
the confidence of the house. L

Hon. Mg, Howe.—It is the duty of the Govern-
ment to sustain the officers, but it is not the daty
of the opposition to do so. c

(Subsequent to a few additional remarks, the
digcussion was adjourned.)

AFTERNOON BESSION.

Hon. ArrorNEY GENERAL asked the judgment
of the house on the committee that was moved
relative to Railway affairs. ‘ ,

Hon. M. Youna.—The questions are, shalla
committee be appointed, andif so, how shall it be
composed 2 The condition of the member for
Colchester and myself, on this subject, is very
different from what it was yesterday, and we feel
difficulty accordingly. The railroad work was to
be performed by tender and contract, slightly
modificd by law, which did not affect the princi-
ple. The late government acted according to
that, and the former rsilway board accepted no
tender without it having received the previous
assent of the Governor and Council. 1f proper
credentials were wanting, the work was not done.
The government and the Board jointly took due
superiniendence of such matters. I formed the
contracts with much care, making them more
stringent than English contracts, because, while
a Province with limited means, might be willing
to accept a tender for £25,000, it might not fot
£30,000 or £35,000. I was very guarded that
no claim could be made, legally or equitably,
beyond the sum which we agreed to pay- b
were not attended to, the Province might be in-
volved for one half more than the contracts. The
difficulties which have arisen form a very delicate
question to meddle with. , -

The Railway Board and the engineer held office
during pleasure. The late government hold'
superintendence over the work, and if this board
gave difficulty, I would not have hesitated toissue -
an exccutive letter, taking the control from thoit"
hands. We acted harmoniously, however., We'
see s very extraordinary
and I.observe it with regret,

oty of.things 008,
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offect on the public interests. The leader of the
government comes down, and in language and
tone which show strong. feeling, denounces the
public action of his own commissioners ; disap-
proves entirely of an act of the Railway Board,
on a public matter touching the public interests,
and disapproves in effect of certainconduct of the
Chief Enginecr of the railway., 'For a committee
to step in, under such circumstances, would be
poth diffienlt and delicate. What would they be
asked to decide?  One of the principal officers of
government and the Chairman of the' Railway
Board umite in thinking it rightto withhold
certain papers. Am I, as one of o committee, to
step in and control the conduct of men, when the
Province pays for guarding the public interests?
If the papers should be given, why not the govern-
ment call in the commissioners to do so, and if
they refuse to obey, dismiss them ? Some time
since I defemded a large claim for the British
government. If those employed in that defence
might do well to withhold certain papers, and
that the officers whom we represented called on
us to produce them, we would have said, conduct
your case yourselves, gentlemen, if you please.
Becoming aware of the difficulty with the Railway
Board, the learned member for Colchester and
myself, do not consider that we can .do any good
by heing on the Committee, and wish our names
tobe removed.  The House may appoint & com-
mittee, but cannot compel members to serve.
The question must come on the floor of the house,
and be dealt with there. I hoped yesterday that
I might serve on the committee, and be able to
advise the government, but the moment I found
they were at issue with their own official servants,
[ could not sce how o committes of the house
could properly step in and adjust differences.
For the prosecution of a great public work like
that under consideration, harmony of action be-
tween the government and its paid officers, is an
essential element of success.

Ion, ArTorNEY GENERAL—IL can scarcely tell
what the hon. gentleman means ; but heis so
much in the habit of discerning hidden things,
that perhaps Ishould not be surprised at any of
his announcements. How he has made his pre-
sent discerning I know not. He speaks of want
of harmony between the government and the
milway commissioners ; if that be so, I am igno-
rant of it. e is in the habit of magnifying small
matters until they assume a formidable aspect.
Lie alludes to the withholding of certain papers
l?y the commissioners, injudiciously, as. I think,
{rom one of the contractors. Does he know any-
thing of the matter besides what is before the
house?  (Mr. Young—No.) The contractor al-
luded to sought, by his counsel, certain papers
Whlch_' 33is averred in the correspondence, the
commissioners refused. He then applied to go-
vernment. The answer was that they would not
untertake to, control the Board. I would have
beeq plessed if the papers were given, and inti-
Ination was made that such was the desire, except
the commissioners saw some necessity of the pub-
 Lic service that would induce them to. withhold
the document, I did state that the commissioners
appeared to have mistaken the . object for which

the papers were sought, . They were, wanted, not
‘the measurement of the, work, bu to
thow. the principle on which- the, chief engineer,

to ascertain
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had accepted some of the work now assames to be
extra and not allowable, There ap 8 mis-
take altogether between the parties asking for
the papers and the commissioners; he soughtthem « -
for one reason, and they declined to give; for
another. I thought that misapprehension & mat--
ter of regret.. Surely the member for Inverness
must be entirely mistaken concerning ‘ want - of
harmony. Did I not say that the commissioners
had applied to government for advice ; not for
the purpose of controlling their judgments, but
of assisting ; and that harmony of purpose
always existed between them and the government?

I regretted that they did not see right to give the,
papers; did not perceive the purpose for which
they were sought. Concerning the result at.
which, the members for Inverness and Colchester
have arrived, relative to disinclination to serve.on .
the committee, I may rcmark that there must be

a committee for the object named ; the.Railway
claimsemust be investigated; must be decided by
some on¢. The member for Inverness says the
greatobject of contracts is to prevent extra claims; ,
[ know it; and the committee is to  determine.
whether these are to be entertained or not. They
will be likely to determine after hearing what the .
parties have to allege. The house has given certain
power to the government and the commissiohers,
relative to the railways; but during the session it
is for the house itself to decide on disputed points.
Are the parties to have their claims .considered,
or to be told that no consideration will be given,
save by the judgment of the commissioners and
and chicf engineer? Without assuming any want
of harmony, is it right that that state of things
should prevail? . The whole matter is.a fajr sub-
jeot for consideration ; and who better than the
committee could be appointed to consider? . The
member for Windsor is acquainted with the ;prin-
ciple on which contracts are made and carried -
out ; and the members for Inverness and Col-
chester would not be likely to pass any claims
without thorough investigation. If s committee
be not appointed, what will you do with these
claims? They have been urged on the commis-
sioners and the government, the Board does not
admit them, and the Government decline to inter-
fere. What is to be done?* Will the member for
Inverness rise and say as 2 man of honour and &
statesman, that o heavy hand should be put on
these demands. ' The parties have no redress at
law, and will you refuse tolend an ear to their
statements? If they could appeal to law, I donot -
think that & Court of Justice would be as appro-
priate a tribunal as a committee of this house.
The entire subject would be placed before the lat-
ter, and having investigated, they would report.
What just exception can be taken to that? The
two gentlemen opposite concurred yesterday, and

I am at a loss to understand why they have
changed their opinions since then. Let the
house adopt some mode of saying to what *extent,
if any, the claims should be admitted ; or why re-
jected, if that should be. To refuse this enquiry
would not be to the credit of the country. Is the
member for Inverness prepared to passa Bill
authorizing the contractors to, go “into a cdurt of
law? I stated why that would not'be  wise'; but’
would he drive the house to that'? or -refuse alt
consideration and' redress 7', Would he'say'to'the
oAy ' §y0

applicatits, we' will "refuse to her you'?"
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on you the hand of power ; if you have suffered
loss unjustly, you maust continue to suffer it? Is
it possible that is the proposal put to the house?
The difficulty has arisen from the member for
Windsor declining to serve. I am sorry hedidso,
I wished that he should be on the committee, that
he might become acquainted with all matters sub-
mitted to it, so that he might not have one view,
and & committee another, and misapprehensions
and contests take place on the floors of the House.
His refusal has caused two other gentlemen to
withdraw their names. I hope, however, that the
house will form such a committee as will have its
confidence, and that of the country.

Mr. Mounro.—L ask the leader of government
one question, is the Railway Board amenable to
government, and if so, why bas it refused any in-
formation required from it ?

ProvINCIAL SECRETARY.—The Railway Board
never withheld information asked for by Govern-
ment. In this case the government wishddl the
papers to be given up if that could be done with-
out damage to the public interests. The commis-
gioners thought well not to do &0, and there the
matter remained until the production of railway
documents was asked for here.

Mcr. ArcursaLp.—I cannot forget the peculiar
tone in which the Attorney General referred to
the withholding of the papers by the Board. 'The
general scope of his argument was in a tone of in-
dignation, and it seemed extraordinary from the
Jeader of the government to speak as he did about
gubordinate officers.

Tn reference to what has been said about the
position of parties, I see nothing to prevent an
action being brought to recover damages. The
law does not prevent it. 'The contract in itself
may present difficulties. The commissioners, who
ghould look first to the legal and then to the
equitable liabilities, are paid for attending to their
duty, and if they do right ghould be sustained by
the government. [t seems to me that the Board
must have formed its disinclination to allow the
claims, not only on legal but on cquitable ground;
and their refusal affords prima fucie cvidence
that the claims are not well sustained. If the
commissioners, however, act wrong, the govern~
ment has the remedy of appointing another Board.
If the Board and the government refuse to give
the proper redress, every man has a right to come
here and scels it. Until these authorities, how-
ever, have donc what they can, the house has
nothing to do with the question. It has not come
to that point ; and is not legitimately before the
house, it appears, not by means of petition, but
on a Report, and the house i asked to decide
between the government and its own officers.

- Hon. FINANCIAL SEcRETARY.—The mewmber for
Inverness, after going out as one of the revising
committec, and agreeing to the appointment of the
committee now proposed, objects to it, and refuses
to serve. 1 heard that declaration with astonish-
ment. Why should gentlemen anticipate what
is to come before the committee? They have the
right, if they do not wish to serve, to say so.
Openly I can understand o position; underhand-
~ edly T do not intend to understand it. Subsequent
to the second  explanation of the leader of the
government, gentlemen rise again and reiterate
grounds which should be removed by those expla-
pations, After gentlemen have brought in the
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railway, they say now that they wish to beclear
of it, and refuse to investigate its affairs ! T will
he much surprised if the people look on thisin
any other light than as a factious opposition to
that which the gentiemen opposite themselves

introduced. ‘

Hon. Mr. Howe.—A fow days ago the Financial ‘

Secretary announced a difficult state of the finan-
ces. The cases under consideration may be one
of the causes that led to that view. The powerin
these questions arc placed in the hands of govern-
ment, and now, in & question involving many
thousands, they wish to get xid of the responsibili-
ty, and fling it on the shoulders of the House.
We did originate the Railway, we . introduced the
Bills for the work, and fought them up, and are
not ashamed of the act ; but those who opposed
the intreduction of the work, when by accident
they obtained powers, one of them, sought to
make them o means of annoyauce and vexation ;

and after spending twelve months in that occupa- -

tion, they come here and seek to thrust back s
responsibility on us that we do not wish to assume,
and will not accept. The Attorney General says
that the Government and the Board are in a state
of the highest harmony ? But who did not hear
the hon. gentleman this morning, when he spoke
of the injustice of withholding papers, which
these men want to justify «their claims? Well
may the member for [nverness wish to withdraw
from giving an opinion on the question. The
Attorney General, as T understood him, condemn-
ed the act of his own officers, and gave an extra-
ordinary proof of the harmony which, a8 he said,
prevailed. I seek notto discharge myself from
responsibility in this subject ; I could} not ifI
would ; here, on the fioor of the Assembly, in the'
face of day, on every point of policy, I will be pre-
pared to defend my conduct. I cannot understand
the anxiety evinced, not to defend the interests of
the country, but the interests of those who, I have
reason to belicve, are prefering ill-grounded claims
against the country. Mr. Laurie, who has no
desire to oppress these people, is not: prepared to
say that all the claims are well founded ; but on
the contrary, that if the measurememts of the
officers of government are to be relied on, some of
the claims are incorrect. ‘
claim aganst me, whichI believed to be double the
right amount, should I not put myself in & posi-
tion of care and caution? Should I leave in &
hurry to hunt up evidence for my opponent? I
think not.
of 1857, and find Mr. Forman then reporting the
extra work for 1856 at £4500, up to the c¢losing
winter scason. Is it not extraordinary that 22

" | miles should be opened, under numerous contracts,

and all difficulties, or nearly all, be amicably ad-
justed, while the extra claims were stated 8t
£4500,—and yet a few months after the old
Board were hroken up, and the old government
superseded, we find the Railway Board reporting
that the extras allowed amounted to £40,000:ac-
cording to Mr. Laurie’s statement, & d then ithe
contractor’s coming forward with claims for £70;-
000 more! (The gallery expressed “applause.)
The Financia] Secretary rose to order. ~TheAtty:
General said that the. reason he: wished sllends
was, thatthe gallery was. strangely mistakan:

(Mr. Howe proceeded.) - If person
wish to convey to distant places; ’

[1858.

Suppose one to prefera

I hold in my hand the railway report,
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voarable to the province, they could not do so
much more effectually than by expressing opinion
in that way. I takeitas nocompliment to myself,
but rather the reverse. I repeat again that the
extras reported by Mr. Forman, at the time named,
were as [ say ;—our own' people were employed,
and the extras, of which there will always be some
in making railways, were kept within molest
hounts ; but now mark the strange change,—
9 miles of open road are added, and the extras
are about £110,000. I have no hesitation in
gaying that the resolution formed by the members
for Inverness and Colchester is sound and correct ;
if they went in the committee, they would go to
shave responsibility shaken from the government.

Hon. ATToRNEY GENERAL.—The statements just
heard ahout extras allowed, have to be received
with doubts by the Ifouse. Should not a commit-
tee be had, to enquire concerning such extras; a
gum of £70,000 additional has heen spoken of,
should not the House know how all that has arisen ?
Are members to fold their hands, and leave all to
the commissioners and the government ? * Gentle-
men are mistaken if they think that the govern-
ment wish to back up contractors ; what'we desire
is, that claims being made, some competent au-
thority should say that they do, or do not, rest on
foundativn that warrants investigation. Is therc
anything unreasonable in that?. Two gentlemen,
having heard what the member for Windsor said,
refuse to serve ; what harm would be done by
their being included in the committec? They
could not be beguiled ; if a majority be there to
control them, so much the more should they be
there, to be able to come here and denounce the
opinions which they might think improperly ar-
rived at.  How are they acting towards the coun-
try by declining to serve ? They may cast suspi-
cion on the report by refusing to become acquain-
ted with the circumstances. Could anything be
more of party action than that,—and touching
the interests of the province on a most important
subject ? The report of Mr. Laurie has not been
read yet, while such comments on it are made.
[ ask for the reading of the correspondence touch-
ing the withholding of papers, and then for the
reading of the report. Let the house hear what
the report does say ‘

The ArTor¥ey GENERAL moved accordingly.

Hon. Mr. Youxg.—The hon. member has the
privilege of calling for the papers,—but the report
oceupied about two hours of the Legislative Council
recently. . !

Hon. AtrorNEY GENERAL.—It hasto be read.

Hon. Mr. Youxa.—~I know it has, and to be
read accurately and none are going callow the
question to pass through the House until it is
thoroughly sifted ;—but this is premature. The
time that has been assumed is strange on the ap-
pointingofa committee. The Provincial Secretary
too;{ occasian to denounce the late government ;
while three of its members were asked to serve on
committce. The Railway Board was also spoken
of severely ;—the impression onour minds was,
that the question had assumed a new aspect,
since the first announcement of the committee.
We cannot enter on the consideration of the re-
port calmly now,—the house will not be benefit-
ted, by its reading. . \

The Attorney Genexﬁl insis‘ted‘én,l‘hg rea&ibg

of the papers. R :

[
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Tﬁo clerk commenced ; nearly two hours were
thus occupied. At the close of the reading the
house adjourned. ‘ )

Fripay, February 26. -

Debate on Railway committee was resumed.

The ArToRNEY GENERAL. oxplained the ac:
tion of the revising comumittee, and their report
of lists of committees, on Laws, on the Bankrupt
Law, and on Railroad affairs ;—he also describ-
ed the effect of such rcport, in reference to the
members for Windsor, Inverness, and Colches-
ter. The Attorney Geoeral procecded.—~The
reason assigned by the members for Inverness
and Colchester, are inadequate. 1f they with-
drew in consequence of the views of the member
for. Windsor, I could understand =—but the rea-.
son given 1 consider inappropriste. They seem
to imagine that the government and the railway
Board are at issue; but they have no reason ‘to
suppose that; the tenor -of my observations
shewed a differcnt feeling. I stated that the
commissioners were met by the goyernment when
they wished advice, and that ut'such times all
agreed in the opinions adopted. Concerningihe =
papers required, I explained that the commis-
sioners did not see fit to give them up, and ex-
pressed regret at that decision. If 1 used
stronger language than T should, I did not ip-
tend to do so. I would be more gratified had
the papers been yiven, for I never like to see
parties at issue, refysing papers so as to prevent .
a question from being understood.  On that sub-.
ject I answered the member for Windsor in gene-
ral te.ms, treating the question as a mere inci-
dental watter of these affairs, However, the re-
fusal to serve, is a question for the judgment of
the learned gentlenien concerned. I will move
that the committee be formed ; that is requisite ;
although the member for Windsor desires that
we should go into the discussion of railway af-
fairs, without any due guide ‘as to the facts of
the case. Thus’assertions and denials would be
on both sides, without any proper balancing of
tacts. "If that would be proper, let the house say
s0; but I think that nune will sustain that view,
Facts should be ascertained before the subject
come for discussion ; and that cannot be accom.,
plished except by a searching enquiry by acom-
mittec. Subsequently, such usc as. might he
thought well might be' made of what was arrived
at, but there would be something to check and’
guard the interests of parties. I move that a
committee be formed to which shall be referred
papers submitted touching the railroad,

Hon. Mr. Howe.—DBelore replying to remarks
of the Atterney Geaneral, let me call aitention to
some difficulties which we labour under in these.
considerations. (Mr. Ilowe here referred to the
published routine of the house, and complained
that while the remarks of the members of govern-
ment were stated, his remarks and cxplanations
were passed over, often with mere mention that
such took place.) The hon. Atty. General has
stated that I wish to discuss this question without
the facts being before the house. How does he.
arrive at that conclusion? Day after day Taske#h -
for reports and returns, which are at the founda--
tion of all ‘enquiry on the suhject.. Ihave, by,
permission, conducted enquiries. at the railway’
office, and have devoted much time, ax;jd'at;g:g»iqutr ‘
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not to facts,—I shrink from no enquiry coneern-
ing the railway. Down to the 4th of Sept. claims
made were duly recognized, but none of this
sum of £70,000 was claimed up to that time.
What X feel reluctant to do is-to be drawn pre-
maturely into this affair, before the facts are on
the table,—to be drawn on that committce, to
adjust such claims, so pressed, and so sustained.
T have no objection to serve on the questios of
railway damages, and other matters of ordinary
character ; but the appointment of a committee to
consider the extra claims, I thought premature
and unwise, and calculated to be prejudicial to
the country. I cousider the duty of the house is
to stand on the defensive, concerning thosc claims
of doubtful character, I want to know more of
those affairs, before commencing anything thas
may aid claimants in ‘astening them on the pro-
vince; but 1 do' not wish the question settled
with injustice to any concerned. I think that 1
am somewhat acquainted with some of the per-
sons with whom we have to deal,—that ¥ know
gomething of their skill, and perhaps unscrupu-
lousness, in these affairs ;—and I consider that I
will best serve the country and my own honour
by the coursc on which 1have dccided. 1f the
question be commenced prematurely, we may
compromise the public interests, weaken the
hands of the public officers, and perhaps destroy
our chance of successfully resisting unjust de-
mands. The resisting of these need damage no
‘just and fair claim. I fear that thousauds will
be'lost, if the committee proceed to act prema-
turely. I think that if all the papers were before
the house, that reasons for caution, and for not
forcing the appointment of this committee, would
apl)ear. To force any one to scrve against his
will, as seemed contemplated, would be unprece-
dented. I consider that the appointment of the
committee may serve the contractors, but not the
interests of the province ; that is my deliberate
opinion. Facts ought to be accumulated at all
ovents, and on these I will be prepared to mect
the case,
. Hon. PrOVINCIAL SEcRDTARY answered re-
marks of Mr. Howe, in reference to tho published
routine, and said that gentlemen at that side
might make similar complaints as regarded the
statement of particulars, and editorial comuents.
Provincial Secretary continued :—The reasons
given by the member for Windsor against the
appoiatment of a committee, are to my mind rea-
. sons why it should be appointed,—and I do uot
see that & coromittee could be formed more fully
and fairly than tie committce proposed hy the
Attorney General. Papers have accumulated on
the table, and a specific report should ‘be made
on them. I do mot at all fecl certain that the
ideas of the member for Wind:or would not be
adopted by the committee. 1t might recommend
that the subject be referred. to a court of law.
‘That the claims must be investigated somewhere,
none will deny. Let them go to a committee,
lot possession of facts be' obtained, and lot the
committee pronounce accordingly. 1 do wnot
think that any member of committee would be
80 placed that he could not adequately defend
meelf, ‘
 Hon. Mr. Howse.—For myself I require no
protection ; but I wish to protect the public in-
terests, (Mr. Howe again_ referred to the rou-
tine reports, and complained that his reasons for
serving as proposed, were not.given. .He alsg
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complained of the way in which & petition. that

he had presented, had been elluded to in the

routine, o ‘
(Hon. Arry. GENERAL answered the remarks,
and explained the nature ot the reporis alluded

to. Members at that side frequently thought -

that they did pot obtain a fair share ot notice in
the routine. It was like decision of cases by
arbitration, very difficult to please both parties.
He explained also in reference to editorial com-
ments, and turned to the Morning Chronicle to
prove that he also had some cause of complaint
on that subject.) The hon. Attorney General
said :—Concerning the question before the hopse,
and the explanation of the member for Windsor,
what 1 meant to' say was, that the tendency of
his movements iu this was to suppress enquiry,—
to bring forward a heated debate, with Iiberty to
say or to deny anything, without any due. check
to assertions or denials. I know not when these
claims were first made,—I do not want to form
my judgment until investigation has proceeded.
We want a committee to cnquire concerning
facts. The hon. gentleman has no right to as-
sume, if so assume he does, that any one at this
side wishes to give the cootractors more than
they ought to obtain, I desire investigation,
conducted in due form, and at the proper time;
he desires to drag the house into a discussion for
which it is not prepared. Let us know what the
nature of these claims are, when they aroge,—
and for that, and the consideration of papers
which are on the table and others that are com-
ing, & committee is requisite.

Hon. Mr. Youne.—If 2 committee be ordered,
is the Attorncy General prepared to move that
it consist of the same seven gentlemen ?

Hon. Arroryey Guneian—I will move
first that. a committee be appointed, then that it
be composed of the same scven gentlemen. If
those who have refused refuse again, I will, to
ste whether their determination is the determina-
tion of their party, move three other names of
the same side. If these be withdrawn, I will
consider it the result of party action, and then
will take the best committee [ can obtain at this
side of the house. ‘

Hon. ProvINcIL SECRETARY.—To prove that

'no improper conduct is attributable to govern-

ment on this question, 1 ask for the reading of
cotrespondence between the Railway Board and
the Government, and will ask that it be printed
in the Journals as if presented before the discus-
sion, as it has precedence in point of date.,

Tlhe correspondence, dated 4th September; Was
read. .

Hon. Mr. Younc.—These papers and explana-
tions reveal a strange state of things. As one of
the revising commuttee, T agreed that a commil-
tec should be appointed to consider of all matters
relating to railway affairs, and acquiesced in the

names proposed.  When I came to the house,

however, and heard the discassion thiat arose, 8
new state of masters appeared.  'Tomy astonish-
ment I found the Attorney General comiifig for-
ward, and using a strain of obscrvation and 8
tone, in reference to the Railway Boaid, which [
considered implied severe censure-and indignaot
remonstrance. 1 was surprised, Decaise, accor:
ding to the. practice of the /late;governmentyif

fiitng
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papers were demaunded by ihe gover
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Provincial Secretary arose, and in an:address to
the chair made & pretty severe ouslaught en the
late government, concerning railway aftairs. Af-
ter that, would it be right for any members of
that government t0 be on the cotqmittee, to 'sit in
judgment on themselves? I objected to serve
in that respect of the debate, and not in conse-
quence of the remarks of the member for Wind-
sor, although those also might have some weight.
The committee were to deal with a question of
£70,000, sought to be added to the railway ex-
penditure, which excess the late government
would never have sanctioned if broaght to their
notice,—which the commissioners have not sane-
tioned, but say that it should not be paid. Then
came the charge of the' contractors’ solicitor
against the chief engineer, basing thelr claims on
his negligence ard want of skill. Who is to
cxamine that? Whose officer is he? Isitpota
first duty of government to determine on that
charge ovenly made? Is it right that a com-
mittee of the house should form itself into such
a tribunal? Where would be the authority or
the jastice of that? It was for the government,
not & committee, to enquire into the professional
c¢haracter and conduct of the chief envineer. If
the committee voted £30,000 or £40,000 to be
paid, would the house vote the sum on any such
report? Would they do justice to the people
if they did so? The contracts were so drawn
that the government might know what the cost
of the work wounld be, and to prevent those exira
claims. It may be easily scen that the commit-
tee was not for the discharge of the usual servi-
ces, but to consider whether the Railway Board,
drawing £1200 a year for attending to certain
duties, and I helieve doing that well,—and the
cengineer, who commanded - my entire confidence,
had acted properly. Should a committee, with-
out power to examine witnesses on oath, decide
on such items and claims as these ¢ If the com-
missioners have acted wisely, sostain them ; if
the chief engineer’s services are worth £700 stg.
a year, sustain him. We are not yet in a posi-
tion to examine by committee, the questions are
too delicate, too important, for the cousideration
of such ‘a tribunal at the present time. ‘

Mr. Wane.—Why should party spirit appear
on the appointing of & commistee ? Thonsands
of pounds are at stake, and the interests of great
public works, intrcduced by gentlemen opposite.
The questions must be settled by the house; the
committee is only to enquire and report. If
gentlemen opposite disagreed with the result ar-
rived at, they might present a counter report.

Mr. McLELnAN~—How is it possible that such
sums could have accumulated ¢ I understood
that the works were certified and paid for
monthly,

Hon. Artor¥EY GENERAL.—] understand from
the lesters read, that the contractors say that they
did work which was requisite, and that certain
fillings in were more than the plan specified ;
also that the superintendent did certify to scveral
such items and subsequently declined continuing
to do so. The papers somght for by Mr, Mc-
Donald, are to show that, as I understand.

Mr. AromiBarp.—I listened to the papers.
read to see whether any enquiry had: beén’ made
on these claims, by the Board of commissioners.
Tunderstand that the answer of the Board was,
that under the law they were notat liberty to pay.
any‘sums without the certificate of the Enginee

T
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But that was not the answer required. . They are
officers paid for conducting this work, and.if
claims were made, it was.the daty of the Board
to have given explanation of facts; to have
stated why they agreed to some claims, and re-
sisted others. When they had done thar, they
would have done about what a comrmittee would
do. When they had decided and reported. it
would be competent for the governinens to sms-
tain the Board ornot. If they would not sustain it, -
they had an easy remedy in their own.hands.. If
the government believed that the Board did what
was right, and so declared, a party conld claim:
consideration here. 1 object to the referring to a
committee the respoasibility which the .Board
should bear in the first place, and then the gov-
ernment, We are asked to-day to assume the
functions of government. S
Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL.—Gentlemen cloak
their meaning in vague terms. What functions
should the government undertake? To-ask the
commissioners for # report? They did so, and
they obtained it. What was the government to
do when it had the report of the Board and the
Engineer? Should they determine on that re-.
port, when the contractors say that they are mot
satisfed with the impartiality of the tribunal,
-and thet their claims are based on the allegation
that the surveys were not correct? Is the gov-
ernment to sit as judge ? If so they must hear
both sides as a court of law, or decide withous
hearing, and say that the contractors bad.mo
claim.  To sit as such a tribunal was not_ their:
function. They ought to sustain their officers.as
far as they can. They asked for a report and
obtained it, and it was inimical to the contrac-
tors; is the matter to rest there? Payments
were made by the commiasioners in view of such
claims, and therefore the contractors say that.the
extra work was known. (ioveroment was nof
the proper tribunal for such matter ; to.under-
take it was not their business, not their duty.. If-
isnot denied that if the commissioners and the
government decline the claims, the oontractors
may come here and the house will ba bound :to.
hear them. Are we not squabbling about ‘noth=
ing? ‘ o
Hon. Mr. Youxa.~—The house has been ‘thre;
weeks in session. Claims to the amount of £70,-
000 appear, yet at this moment there is not a line
to show how they arose, why, and for what.. - .
Hon. ProvincraL SECRETARY.—The parties
were called on to state their claims; Mr. For-
man reported on them, and the report was placed
in the haands of Mr. Laurie. : ol
Hon. Mr. Young.-~Why appoint 8 committee
on that which is not seen? There should be a
specific report from that officer. L
Hon. ProvinciaL SecRETARY.—We have
ot it. o
8 Hon. Mr. Younc.—But we have not ; the -ac-
tion is premature. s,
Mr. ToBIiN.~When the. railroad committee
was appointed in 1856 it was not-objected shat
there were not materials for investigation. . We
hear of what the commissioners and the/ govern-
ment should do.. We want. to' know what -they
have done. 'That is. the: question. , ' We should
know how matters ‘are’ situated at_present,:and
not put off enquiry by side-winds,.| If.;we had 4
committee-for these affairs. for'the last threa se

€0, 8CE-
sions; Wonld Wwe require. the: voluminious;yeport-
which_ we have now?: /The: contractors
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" ing to be paid their claims,and’ the ‘people should
take the matter in hand by means of their repre-
sentatives. This is no silly question ; it involves

~large public interests, and should not be fritterad

~ away for political purposes. Let the question
come here. ‘ - ‘ 3
Hon. Mr. Howe.—I have no objection ; but I
do object to have the government bring the re-
sponsibility here and put it on our shoulders. "I
object to going out of our way to comstitute a
new tribunal, to press claims against the country,
. which‘claims, I may believe, ought to be resisted.
Let the facts be known. T1'he Attorney General
says that these extra works have been going on
- for some time. ‘ ‘
ATrorNEY GENERAL.—I said that that state-
ment has been made by the contractors.
~ Mr. Howe continued :—Would these men lie
out of £70,000 except they were enormously
rich? They must have abundant capital to stand
such outlays. But I happen to know that one of
theso contractors had hardly commenced when
he induced the Board to. advance' £500 to buy
plank to do the work with; yet he is one of the
claimants for £70,000. These claims had- been
referred to the Board. who quote law and refuse
to sanction them ; they were referred to the engi-
neer, and he refused; now they are referred to
another gentleman who kunows little about them,
—who is under no responsibility, but is herc to-
day and gone to-morrow. Should the homse
take the responsibility fiom those wha are paid
for assuming it, and interfere with these con-
tracts? 'The whole spirit of legislation went to
guard against such ‘claims, and the Board and
the chief engineer were the deciding parties in
case -of dispute. To enter on thosc questions
prematurely and hurriedly, might cost” an enor-
mous sum to the province. Gentlemen at this
side should keep clear of the difficalty. Govern-
ment may assume it ; they have a majority ; they
may order the money to be paid, come down here
and vote i, and dismiss their officers; or they
may refer the question to the tribunals. of the
country ; or may form a committee of their own
friends. But gentlemen on this side should not
be drawn into: this premature action; the entire
correspondence is not yet here. I sce that the
Board, with a view of meeting exigencies, and
‘with these contractors pressing on them, have
~ paid wearly all the ten per cents, which ought to
be reserved fora security to the public until the
completion of the contracts; and have, in ' addi
tion, given an advance of £9000 as a loan, taking
gecurity on the plant. I ask for an inventory
of that plant, that we may see what it is, what its
value. A new arrangement was entered into, by
which the contractors agreed to open the Wind-
sor road by a particelar day; but that was not
abided by, and the chairman of the Board re-
ported that he was deceived by their promises.
They have also, it appears, disabled four engines ;
yot we are to be pressed here to form a tribunal
for'the purpose of taking all these questions out
of the hands ot the proper authorities.
‘Hon: ATTORNEY GENERAL—I never saw the
member for Windsor occupying such & position
8 he does at present; day after day laboring to
prevent the' formation of a.committee, which be
knowa is the only effectual way of letting. light in
on the question, while he stands'in. the situation
- of having been for, years chiairman of the Board.-
" The investigation may probably” go:back,: and:
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include arrangements which took place ‘previous
to the changes alluded to. Is it not strange that
he should, day after day, present the spectacle of
trying to stifle enquiry, of putting his foot on the
only mode by which investigation may be ade-
quately accomplished 2 The responsibility spok-
en of never belonged to the oxecutive govern-
ment ; the claims must be settled by the house or
by a courtof law. Here is the proper place for
investigation. It is not by such speeches as we
have heard that these interests are to be arrang:
ed; but by cool enquiry. Would not the mem-
ber for Windsor have the members for Inverness .
and Colchester on the committee with him, and
have ample opportunities for searching examine-
tion? But he now says in cffect, let all be
covered by a pall of darkness ; and he labors, as
if his existence depended on it, against the ap-
pointment of the committce. Enough ot papers
are now on the table to submit to the committee,
and more will be, in a few days. T

Hon Mr. Howe rose to reply.

Mr. RypERr rose to order. The member for-
Windsor had spoken repeatedly on the question.
The discussien was premature.

‘Mr. AxNanD.—I think the motion for the com-
mittee premature. A committee to consider of
the railway damagos would be correct; but now
we seem anticipating applications which are ex-
pected to be made to the house. My cpinion is,
that gentlemen on this side should not be mem-
bers of the committee proposed. . The railway
Board are against allowing the extra claims; the
Engineer refuses to give a certificate for them ;
and the committee is asked to assume the respon- .
sibility which rests with that Board and with the

Hon. FINANCIAL SECRETARY explained inre:
ference to the custom of appointing committees,
before all materials for their consideration were
ready for submission. ‘ -
" Mr. Morrisox.—The Attorney General has de-

scribed accurately what the duties of the proposed

committee are to be. Last session, the commiites
did not know exactly what it was appointed for.
The present position of affairs appears strange to ‘
me. last year a number of gentlemen thought
themselves better qualified to conduct the affairs.
of Nova Scotia than those who at that time held
office, and by apparently chance circumstances the
opposition then, did obtain power. One of their
first acts was to break up the railway Board,—and
to reconstruct, leaving two members remain and
appointing & new chairman, Strange to 835,
though they did retain two of the former Board,
yet by comments in the press, they were under-
“t00d to cast numerons stigmas oA them ;—and
now, disliking to assume responsibility, the go-
vernment come here and ask a_ committee 0
transact their public business. I think they havo
got themselves into a hobble, and do not know
how to get out of it ;—and they urge three lead-
ing members of this side, to serve on the com-
mittee proposed. Why %I think to bother the
Tt is for the benefit of
the country tbat they do not serve oo the comm=:
mitte ; they are wanted here, independent. of any
committee,to examine carefully. all theso ques-.
tions. I think the member for ‘Windsor 154[16; man
to. whom the people would ‘willingly,confide their, .
public 'works. - . Ibelieve that.the” ﬂtlgﬁﬁlg':ﬁf‘; .
posite are “incompetent -for. %hé% sk, coatid; ¥
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committee appointed. A call of the house was
moved, and took place. L g

The resolution for appointing & committee was
moved, and passed, without division. J

Iion. ATTORNEY GENERAL moved that the
Leommittee - consist of the Attorney General,
Provincial Secretary, Mr. 'Tobin, Hon. Mr. Young,
Ifon. Mr. Howe, Mr. Archibald,—as reported by
the revising commitlee. " o

Hon. Mr. Young, Mr. Archibald, and Hon. Mr.
Howe, declined to serve for reasons previously

ven. ‘ C -
glﬂon.Mr. Howgz remarked, that so far from
wishing to suppress enquiry, he was ‘willing that
the government, having had a summer for en-
quiry, should have & winter also. " e hud had
trouble and labour enough with railway affairs, and
did not wish to assume any more. responsibility.

‘Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL.—It is for the
house to say whether it will accept the resignation
of these gentlemen. I move, instead of the names

withdrawn, those of Mr. Locke, Mr. MgDonaId, )

Mr. McLellan, )

(Mr. McDouoald was absent, Mr. Morrison was
named.) \ ‘

Mr. Locke, Mr. McLellan, and Mr. Robinson
asked to be excused from serving.

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY suggested that
no member of government be on the committee.

Mr. TeBixN cxpressed a wish to withdraw his
name. ‘ ‘

The ArrorNey GENERAL' moved, that the
committee consist of—Mr. Henry, Mr. Killam,
Mr. White, Mr. Wade, Mr. McFarlane, Mr. Rug-
gles, Mr. Tobin. - . ‘

Hon. Mr. Young called attention to two unpre-
cedented acts of the Session,——one the abrupt ¢on-
clusion of a debate, on.a former day, by proposi-
tion of the government,~~and now this action on
the appointment of a committee. :

The Attoruey General said that his desire was
“to hold the mirror up to. nature.” The mem-
ber. ﬁl)r Inverness knew where the responsibility
rested. ‘ ‘

Hon. Mr. Howe.—And what 'will the mirror
show? An effort of the government to get rid
of responsibility,—to pass over their own officers
and the proper tribunals, and to give those con-
tractors an opportunity, which would pot be
given to a poor man, of pressing for enormous
sums. The exhibition which the province has
now to notice is the appointment, for this pur-
pese, of seven men who have followed the govern-
ment through thick and thin for the last 12
months. The province will not require a mirror
to be aware that thesc gentlemen exactly reflect
the Attorney General. (Laughter.)

- Mr. Wape—The member for Inverness says
truly, that the house exhibits a spectable such as it
neverdid before. But what isit? The demon of
- party has so far obtained possession of gentlemen
Opposite, 80 grasping are they, that they present
themselves before the country in a way not at all
creditable. Some members were too egotistical.
The member for Windsor spoke of following the
government through ‘‘thick and thin”; I deny
that I have done so,—and he should be one of
the last to make such charges. |

Mr. Tonin.—I do not know that the member
for Windsor himself would make sowvery beauti-.
ful a picture, if his likeness were taken. X wished
the .committee  drawn from both'sides,—and. do
not wish to serve nnder other circumstances. Lt

"
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‘the names first moved be put to the hqus‘e}lqu:‘ de-

Mr. WieR spoke against appointment of a com:,
mittee to investigate the claims of ths -contrac-.
tors, at the present time. The whole trouble, as
stated by the solicitor of the contractors, is based
on the mistakes of the Engineer. ~- = - 7'

Hon. Pro. SECRETARY.—No ; the golicifor da-
nies that he says that,—the contractors say so. .

Mr. Wier.—Is a committea to adjudicate” on
that ? The attempt is to remove responsibility
from those who ought to' bear it. A sum ‘of
£6000 a year was sactificed the other night,—
here now, is a question of claims amonnting to
£70,000, about to be submitted to & tribunal
that cannot adequately examine and decide.’ -

The resolution moved by the Attorney Gene:
ral nominating the committee, was put and pass-
ed affirmatively, 25 to 16. : o

ELECTIVE LEGISLATIVE COUNOIL. oo

Hon. ATToRNEY GENERAL said:—I rise, Mr.
Speaker, for the purpose of introducing to the
consideration of the house the bill introduced by
me on a former day, having for its objeet .an al-
teration in the -constitution of the Legislative
Council. 1 am free to admit that every change
which involves a constitutional alteration in the
system of government should be thoroughly
weighed and maturely considered, because of the
consequences that may flow from it. But this
idea is applicable more particularly in older
countries, where institutions have been tested by
the lapse of years, aud which, flexible in their in-
ception, have gradually moulded themselves to
the requirements and wishes of the people, - It:.is
but a few years sincc a vital and fundamental
change in the constitution of the Upper .Branch
of this Legislature was made. The new 'system
gave to that body greater political influence, and
introduced a more wholesome and vigorous ad«
ministration of public affairg than had theretofore
appertained to it. But I have always been: of
opinion that the principle applicd was never
fully developed, and that the elements of which
the Upper Branch was composed could not. be
made to harmonise with this house. We have
been told that an Elective Council is adverse to
the principles of responsible government: To
that doctrine I cannot assent. It responsible
government means a government by the pedple
for the people. then every impediment faken
away from the freest expression of popular will,
is a step made in the right direection. L

I assume it as a proposition of unguestionable
truth, that if we are to have two branches—and
I hardly think any public man would -venture to
deny the necessity for two—it is essential that
each should be independent ot the  other, and
should move in an orbit of its own. Let me ask
the house to consider if this is the case now. The
Executive power is wielded by a body of men
having the confidence of a majority of - the peo-
ple’s representatives in this house. . Appoint-
ments to the Upper Branch are made by the Ex-
ecutive, who, as a matter of course, -select their
own friends. so that this house, having, through
the government it supports, the appointment,
havé'also a controlling . influence .over. members -
of the Legislative Council. : Under. the. present’

system, therefore, . the. second . Branéhis depen-.
dgpt: upon: this house ; and: it/is.£) restore inde,
'pendence to that body; to:rake.it what!the Brit-
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igh constitution -intended-—to take away the
anomalies and incongruities of our present sys-
tem—that I have moved to make the Council
 Elective. - b
It has.been said that the proposed change is
. altggether without precedent or example; that
© it is opposed to the system adopted in England—
upon which our institutions bave heen nodelled.
Sir, there is.no analogy between the Legislalive
' Council in. this Province, and the House of Lords.
'The Lords.are not .appointed by the Crown; but
‘mainly bold their scats, through and by virtue
of their own inherent hereditory rights, conferved
by the Crown upon their ancestors for serviees
rendered to the state. Once appointed the Lords
bold their scats by right,—equally independant
of the Crown and the Commons. A few peers
.out of that large body, it is truc, are elected from
the noblemen of Scotland and Ireland,
How different the {enure hy which the members
of the Council ‘hold their geats; nominally they
“are appointed for life ; but virtnally there isno-
thing, to prevent the removal of a Councillor—
po law exists securing the occupani in his scat.
What analogy exigts—what comparison can be
drawn between two bodies so cssentially diflering
in constitution, the one from the other. To illus-
trate this idea, I need only refer toa circumstance
which transpired during the past year or two!
The Crown desired to appoint a peer for life in
the person of a celebrated Judge ; for certain rea-
sons, it was not deemed advisable that {hal ap-
pointment should be attended with its Lerveditary
consequence. A patent was made out creating
the life peerage, but the Lords, jealous of what
they conceived to be an infringement of their
privileges, and anxious for the preservation of
their legislative independence, and the dignity of
their body, contested the legality of that exercise
of power ; the government were obliged to give
way-—the patent was withdrawn, and a new one
made out, conferring a peerage with the title of
Lord, and accompanied with all the hereditary
rights usually incident to such an honor  This
one fact speaks volumes, and shows how rigidly
the house of Liords guurds its own privileges, and
how careful they are to repel every atiack upon
their entire independence. ‘
. "Now, sir, it has been urged—and it is the only
argument against this measure that bas the
- slightest effect upon my mind-—that by making
* the: Upper Branch Elective, you give to both
houses the same origin, But I do not feel that
this objection should be allowed to have any
weight'with us. The change proposed should be
considered.in the light of expediency rather than
achoice. .Suppose we were now called on to
frame, for the firstitime, a constitution for this
¢ountry, would any man proposc to creatca body
such as the Council, composed of its elements,—
owing its existence to this Branch of the Legis-
lature, and by consequence dependent, if not en-
tirely impotent? Surely not, sir. I say, then,
that-the fact of both branches owing their exis-
tence.to -a common origin does not impress me
against.theproposed change. - The members may
be s elected by different constituencies—and sit
for-a longer term—which will obviate the- objec-
tion . urged. . ,But, sir, I contend that the antici-
‘paied.disadvantages resulting - from the proposed
chanye «will bei more. than counter-balanced hy
‘the beneficinl effects that must envae, and; are far

outiweighed:by:the.anomalies.of the:present ey
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tem. Let us consider for a moment the. position
in which we stand. Suppose the majority in'this
house were opposed: by a hostile majority intthe
Council, how could any government.carry, on
the administration of public affairs without creat:
ing w preponderance in the Council favorable to-
them hy new appointments? * 1t is obvious, sir;
that they would be driven to adopt some sach
expedient. R
* It is now some scven or eight years since L first
brought this subject Lo the notice of the house, I
foveraw al that time the necessity for a change, -
and every succeeding discussion has tended fo
confirm me in'the epinions I then entertained;
hold in my hand a wery elaborate constitution
for a colony, framed and introduced into the
British Ilouse of Commons by the late Sir: Wil
linin Molesworth. + I have also under my hand
the debate upon this very New Zealand constitu.
tion, which fook place in the house of Commons,
in which Sir William Molesworth and Sir Fre-
derick I'cel participated. Both those gentlemen
spoke strongly in [avor of the Electiveprinciple:
1 find, sir. in the session of 1850, when my re.
solution for applying the clective principle to-the
Legislative: Council wag first moved, 1t was'dot
niet by a decided negative, but by an excuse for
delay in the following resolution moved by way
of amendment i— ‘ ' Lo
 And whereas, the Legislative Council, a8 now
constituted, has exercised its power in co-operation
with this House, s0 as to secure our confidence,
aud the question of an Elective Council for-a
Colony having been recently suggested for the
fivst time Ly the Ministers of the Orown in the
House of Commops, and the views that may be
ultimately sanctioned in the Imperial Parliament
and the Home Governmen$ being as' yeb .up-
known,— ‘ ‘ “
 Therefore resolved, that it ‘would be prems-
tare in this House to expressany opinion enso -
material & change in our Provincial Constitution, .
and that ithe sentiments of the Pcople thereon
ought to be first of all ascertained.” Vi
In favor of this amendment we find recorded
the names of all the members of the Government
in the Hlouse. In the Session of 1851, when the
question was agaim raised, and the House were
engaged in debating it for several days, the fol-
lowing resolution was reported from Comumittee
ot the whole :— co
¢ Resolved, That although the Legislative Coun-
cil as now constructed enjoys the confidence of
this House, the time has arrived  when the Elec-
tive principle ought, in our opinion, to be exten-
ded to that Body ; but as no information has been
obtained as to the views of the Home Government.
on the qualification of the Members to be elected
or ofrthe Electors, and as the people’havenot
been consulted on the increase of expense wihich
would necessarily follow, this Houséis-of opirion
that it is wise to defer the consideration‘ofso
organic a change in ‘the Constitation’ untiFthe
General Blection shall have been held during the
present year.”’ R
-%,And thereupon— TR
“ The Hon, Mr: Johnston .moved that aich:Re-
solution be amended by leaving éut allthewords

poert!

dependence; s usefulues|
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that Body, and the just ‘and wholesome influence
of public sentiment upon its acts; and that in the
‘opinion of this House the Members of the Legis-
Jative Council of Nova Scotia ought to be elected
by the people. .

« And it appears that this amendment was re-
jected 25 to 21, and the original resolution pass-
ed 24 to 22—all the members of the Government
in the House voting for it.”?

. The Hon. gentleman read several other resolu-
tions tracing -the history of the measure. He
then went on to say i— ‘ L ‘

I happen to have in my possession a speech de-
livered by Dr. Rolph, a distinguished member of
the Canadian Parliament in 1833, o

(The Hon. gentlemen here read from the speech.)

This mects the argument ; this house hasagreed
to pay the Council. and therefore they should be
clected by the people. Co

Sir, my object is to apply the elective principle
to that branch of the Legislature ; as to the de-
tails of the racasure, should they require revision
hon. gentlemen will have an opportunity of deal-
ing with them'in committee. One of the provi-
sions of the Bill enacts that the present Council
shall not be disturbed, and the reason for taking
this course is €0 obvious that I nced only men-
{ion it to sccure the approbation of every unpre-
judiced mind. “ You cannot get the Bill without
it,”—this is undeniable and thercfore sir, the
moment we endorse the principle as sound, it
becomes our bounden duty to use every effort to
carry it out. True the  Dbeneficial eflects of the
measure, will'not be felt for some time; but it
must be membered as a celebrated English judge
once said :—* all the candles are burning at
once,” and as cach is extinguished, to the people
is given the privilege of clecting the successor.

Now, Sir, this subject having Leen discussed
at length on previous occasions, hon. gentlemen
are familiar withit in all its phases, and’ therefore
I do not deem it necessary to detain the house
fonger ; the arguments in favor of the bill may be
summed up in a few words. As.at present Con-
stituted the Legislative Council is dependent—-
this Bill makes them independent ; now they are
paid by the people but appointed by the govern-
ment, 1 desire that those who pay them should
clect them. By the pressent system under certain
contingencies the harwonious action of the Legisla-
ture may he disturbed—pass {his Bill and all
such evil is avoided. - The qualification of the
clectors and clecied-—the tenure of members and
other questions arc matters of detail which will
come before us more prominently in committee ;
1 do not think it necessary longer to detain the
housp and beg leave therefore to move the second
reading of the Bill. -

Alfter some desultory discussion,

The Hon, Mr. Tlows rose and said :—1I have, on
former occasions, when this subject was discussed,
taken some pains to make my views undcrstood,
by hon. gentlemen on both sides. Occupying the

- bosition of a member of the administration, I
felt it my duty to maintain ihe constitution in-
tact, unless the necessity for an alteration be-
same apparent. I deemed it my duty to admin-
Ister the government according fo the principles
g;llftc;l had heen battled for and obtained by the

and learned Attorney, Gieneral—the leader of the
government—suimiing & measure 10, the ho

o
U]
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' of which I was & member. But, sir,” it is
fo me mafter of much surprise 4o ‘find the hon.,
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the object of which 1sto overtbrow and sabvert
the constitution of the country. . While he was
delivering his address, the anecdote of the negro’
in the West Indies rose involentarily to my.mind.
Sambo, for some petty offence, wasto be flogged ;
his master, before inflicting the punishment, took
occasion to lecture him upon the improprieties: of
which he had been guilty—and, while he was
dilating upon the heinousness of the offence, the
negro started up and said—* floggee master ; but
don’t floggee and preachee t00.” So with the
hon.' Attorney General, he has the power nof
only to carry his measure, but to inflict upon us
harangues which we have heard session after seg-.
sion, until every idea connected with the subject
has become patent to members on both sides of
the house ; and if he is to succeed in carrying
the measure he has introduced, I hope he will at.
least spare us a repetition of the arguments used

.on former discussions. There was one thing, how-

ever, which struck me as being peculiar, But,
sir, if, in the opinion of the hon. Attorney Gene-
ral. this principle of Elective Council is so_valu-
able—he has denied the right of Election to his -
own county, by appointing Mr. Whitman. . Does
he not see the eflect of that act? One week he
appoints two gentlemen to the Council, and, the
next comes down with abill to make the Council.
Elcctive ; one of the provisions of which goes to
secure the very gentlemen he so recently ap- -
pointed in their seats, equally beyond the con-~
trol of the people and the Crown, for the term
of their natural lives. ' The inconsistency of such
a course must at once strike even the most stuper-
ficial observer. ‘ ‘ .
I could not understand what Le meant when
he ‘said,—“Here is the bill—regulate, alfer,
amend it as you please,—I am indifferent as to
the details”  ‘Why, sir, doecs he not know that
it is in these details that he will find the diffi-
culty? Ilc asks us to adopt a principle, yet he
refuses to shew us how that principle can be cars
ried out. My object is to ascertain what if.is
that the hon. gentleman really proposes, and
therefore I am content that the bill should be
sent to committee, The hon. gentleman tells us
that the council is a body dependant upon this
house, impotent and powerless. . Is this the case?'
Let me fry the soundness of this doctrine by a
gingle illustration. The members of that bod
thought themselves entitled to be paid,—this
house thought otherwise,—the issue was fairly -
raised, and we soon found .that they had some
power ; they refused to sanction the payment of
the members of this house until we agreed to pay
them; and they succecded in obtaining. what
they sought. How then can the hon. gentleman
asserb that the Liegislative Counncil is- dependant,
Now, sir, I believe that this tinkering’ with
the constitution is out of place; that if is-the
duty of the Crown officers, to preserve the form
of government, unless change appears absolutely
egsential, and not to impose on us sucha ridicus
lous hybrid, mongrel sort of constitution, ag we
shall have if this bill pass, Think.of the position
we should occupy in this house if half the mem-
bers were elected by the people, 'and; half ap-
pointed by the government; the hon. member
from Falmouth, who sits. opposite. me-—and.my-
self, both have to run ‘our ¢lections. but
he had o go buck -to his constituency,

house,’

not. - Would he not-occupy -an unfavol
tiom Lot usrefcet, then, how tho

!
by
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pers who have to_run their periodical elections
for seats in the Council will fecl when they sce
18 or 20 gentlemen sitting perfectly unconcerned
—-gtereotyped in their seats: The idea involves
guch an absolute absurdity, that I wonder how it
can be seriously proposed. But, sir, as the bill
is not fully understood—and the mode in which
the details are to be regulated, has not heen ex-
plained to us, T shall reserve any further remarks
1 may have to make, for the discussion in com-
‘mittee. ‘ o ‘ ‘
Hon., Mr. Youxc.—The shape which this ques-
tion has assumed is to me somewhat unexpected ;
the hon. Attorney General has committed himself
to-none of the details of this Bill—but has thrown
himself completely and at large upon the house
by declaring that he was not wedded tothe details,
which might be altered or amended in any way.
Under these circumstances, I think it unwise to
divide the house upon the sccond reading—hut
will reserve to myself the right of dealing with
the whole question when we get into committee.
I will thereforc say but'a word or two upon the sub-
ject at present ; there isa naked distinction he-
tween the election of peers from their own body,
and the election of peers by the whole body of
the people ; therefore no analogy in support of
the principle of this bill can be drawn from the
election by the Scotch and Irish peerage of re-
presentatives to the House of Lords,—the latter
- arose from the necessities of the case which re-
quired that the peers of Ireland and Scotland
ghould be represented in the Lords, and from
their numbers it was impossible to admit the
whole,” It therefore became necessary to take
gome medium course, and the system of election
from the peerage was adopted. But, sir, I do
tiot intend to enter at any length into the argu-
ment. I believe that the matter will be better
discussed in committee, and therefore reserve to
myself the right of dealing with the whole ques-
tion, after the bill has passed its second reading.
Hon. Mr. JoaxsToN.—I am astonished to hear
the remarks which have emanated from the hon.
gentlemen who has just resumed Lis seat. I am
going to try him Ly himself; let the house re-
collect that when in 1851, the hon. and learned
member introduced a resolution rccognisig the
soundness of the principle of election to the
Legislative Council, and asserting that the time
- had arrived for its adoption. How then can he
stand here and offer opposition to the mecasure
introduced. I believe Sir, that the principle of
election as applicable to the Legislative Council]
is sound,—and I call on hon. gentlemen to con-
trovert if they can this proposition. The House
of Assembly controls the administration; the
Executive advise the appointment of Councillors :
can a body so appointed be independent of the
Commons? 1t is clear that they cannot, for
while the government that appointed the majori-
ty of the Council remain in power—the Assem-
bly that support and sustain the government will
naturally exercise a strong influence over the
Council. Once attack the entire independence of
any one branch of the Legislature, and you strike
o fatal blow at its character and influence.  But,
“sir, T 'agree with hon. gentlemen who have ad-
dressed’ the house,—the second reading of the
bill may be taken, and it'will then be open to
hon. " gentlemen to offer any objection to the de-
tails they please; when the bill'is committed. -
" The bill wag'read a.second time'and committed.

 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES,

have no- half measures ; eit]

psss

Monpay, Marcii‘iét{‘,j
After the transaction of some routine: business,

which has already appeared in the Summary

reporls, the house went into committee en bills,

' LEGISLATIVE COUNOCIL BILL.
Hon. Mr. Youxe said :—I really de not know,

Mr. Speaker, in what temper I am to approach
the discussion of this bill. . If the members of
government have arrayed their forces, and in-
tend to carry this measure by a party vote,itig °
uscless for this house to waste time in discussing
it.  Of what avail would it be were I to occupy
the attention of the house and take the trouble

to draw special clauses, if upon every point Tam
to be met with the detcrmined adverse action of
the government. It has heen said that every-
thing is cut and dried,—that the administration
have scttled their course of action down shairs,
and that the bill will pass this branch of the
Legislature. But yet, sir, I do not feel thatI
should perform my duty to the constituency I
represent or the country at large, were I to main-
tain silence and allow this measure to pass with-
out lifting my voicc against it. Let me ask the
house to consider the question as it now presents
itself. . Mow is the Legislative Council now
constituted? It is composed of 21 members; of
which Halifax has 10, Kings 2, Cumberland 2,
and the Counties of Lunenburg, Guysborough.
Yarmouth, Inverncss, Cape Breton, Digbyand
Annapolis one each,-—making the 21, and leaving-
scven Counties not represented at all, L
Now, sir, the Legislative Council in this pro-
vince exercises a power and wiclds an influence
far more potent than the Mouse of Lords. The
Council in this country is a body exerciging real
substantial Legislative power, and although'in
terms the tenure by which the individual mem-
cers hold office is during the pleasure of the
Crown, yet in practice we all know and admit
that virtually these appointments are for life;
and that unless for some reason clear, obvious
and constraining, no government would venture
to advise the dismissal of a Legislative Coun-
cillor,—nor would the Crown assent if they did.
The effect of this bill,then, is to confer twenty-
one seats upon these 21 gentlemen for life, at a
cost to the province of £2100 per annum ; for it
is not contemplated by the bill to make any alte-
rations in the numerical proportion of the repre-
sentatives as they now stand in relation to'the
several counties, Hon. gentlemen had'“better
consider the practical effect of the first clause, of
this bill. Let me read it : S
I hope the real question here will not: ke ‘eva:
ded,—that the members of government; Bdmit-
ting as they must that these appointments are
practically for life, will not atfempt to - make
capital out of the fact that nominally they are
only appointed during pleasuré, By the'first
clause of the bill introduced by the bgn{l@nﬁ
learned Attorney General in 1852, it was pro:.
posed to be enacted as follows: -~ .
So that upon her Majesty assenting to the bill
the Council was virtually dQissolved, and emch
member compelled to seek a congtit,t}?qgg S‘I;é

if the Elective principle is. to be applied;
P

. " by

sound or it'is not,/ If'souni

once' adopted tnd appliéd:

1
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reject it. The measure now submitted differs

 widely from the Canadian bill. There they have
rejected the old county divisions, and defined 23
distinet townships or districts, for which members
are to be elected. The hon. Attorney General
proposes o introduce a county representation.
We all know that the representation by counties
in this province is unfair and uncqual ; in intro-
ducing a new, measure oune would have thought
that the hon. Attorney General would not adhere
to the anomalics and inconvenicncies of our pre-
sent system. . Is it fair that Pictou should have
no larger representation in the upper branch,
(which I will presently show you, will, under the
proposed Dill, be heyond all guestion the superior
power in the constitution)—than a county with
ono half its population?  What difficulty or im-
pediment exists in the way of an equitable divi-
sion, by loying out some 6 or 8 electorial dis-
tricts, and giving to cach its fair share, so that
ihe whole country may be equitably represented?
1 canscenone. ‘ ‘ ‘

Now, sir,  ask what is it that has, given to
the House of Commons their dignity and power,
and enabled them to keep in check the enor-
mous influence which the prestige, position,
wealth and talent of the House of Lords give
them? [ answer, the right of initiating money
votes, Let 20 or 21 gentlemen sit in the other

~ end of thig building, beyond the control of this
house,~a hody created by statute which the
crown has no power to dissolve,—elected by the
people, they would at once claim the right of
moving whatvotes they pleased ; and, sitting for
life as they will until the present members die
off, will gradually usurp the functions of this
branch of the Legislature and denude this house
of all real practical power. To introduce a bill
of this kind, founded on county representation,—
the members of Council being elected by con-
stitucncies whose right to vote involves the
possession of a superior franchise, is to strike a
death blow at the power of this housc. 1t may
be, sir, that this bill is to pass, but I beg leave to
move in amendment to the clause hefore the
house the second clause of the bill submitted by
the hon. and learned Attorney Gceneral in the
session of 1853 ; for Ifeel thab if this measure
is to be adopted at all, we should not hesitate to
deal with it manfully and boldly..

Mr. Chipman scconded the amendment..

Mr, Suaw said :—It appears, sir, that I have
been mistaken in what 1 have heard called re-
sponsible ‘government. The hon. member for
Inverness would have us believe that by passing
this bill, and giving increased power to the peo-
ple, we should injure the constitution. If the
doctrines propounded in fovmer years be sound
that it is just and right to confer the largest pos-

~sible amount of power upon the people, then I
am at a loss to know how the advocates of re-
sponsible government can oppose this bill, which
gives to the people the right of electing the mem-
bers of the second branch. The hon. gentleman
must not undervalue the intelligence of the coun-
try. Ibelieve that if ‘the Speaker were to stow
usall away in his gallery,—although I do not
wish to disparage the talents either of the hon
%ﬂd“ learned Aftorney General, or the -hon. and
‘ zmled member - for Inverness, the County. of
Annapolis could alone supply. a.body .of repre-

[
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introducing the elective pringiple into :

the billto,pass;as introdnced. " It

sentatives who would - transaot the busigess. of!
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the country ¢uite as well as we do, and with less.

waste of time in talking. , .0
us to ligten tfo'the

Tt is very pleasant for ‘
specchies of hon. gentlemen—but not very. profi-
e,

table to the country. For my own part, I.lik
to hear an cloquent speech, such as the hon. meém- -
ber for Windsor delivers when he gets his'8oat
collar well thrown back and ihe steam up: .
(laughter ;) but after all, sir, T think the business
would go on quite as advantageously and, with
much greater rapidity, if hon. gentlemen would
work more and talk less. o
Mr. Wigr would be glad to know if thehon.
gentleman considered himself a sample of Anng-
polis talent ? (Laughter.) )
" Mr. Sizaw hoped the hon. member was not the .
best specimen of Halifax ability that could, be
produced. (Laughter.) D
Hon. ArTorseY GBNERAL—I feel it nécessary,
Mr. Chairman, to controvert the construction
given by the hon. and learned member for Inyer-
ness, to the first clausc of this bill. The tenure
by which the members of the Legislative Council
hold their seats now is confirmed ; if they are ap-
pointed for life, then the proposed bill perpetuates
that appointment. L
Hon. Mr. Howe.—They will hold by a life
tenure. | ‘ , e
Hon. Mr. Younag—Practically so. -
Hon, ATrorsey GeneraL—That is a different
thing ; does the hon, member for Inverness mean
to say that the proposed bill divests the crown of
its power to remove? If not, then no: change 'i8
made. Sir, the bill contemplates no alteration
in this respect ; it is not designed to fasten “the
present councillors in their geals and make them
independant of the crown. The argument of the
hon. metber for Inverness was based on a falla-
cy, and I meet it at once by a positive and direct
denial. The hon. member is beginniag to doubt
the soundness of his own judgment, and well he
may. He says the House of Commons ‘have al-
ways zealously guarded the right they possess of -
initiating money votes. I agree with him, and
the reason is sclf-evident. The right to disposé
of monies collected from the people belongs-te
the people 5 the House of Lords is a hereditary
body, non-elective, and therefore cannot . share
the Tight to exercise this privilege, but’ the mo-
ment you make the Council elective, the reasons
which formerly existed for withholding from them
its enjoyment are dissipated. e
The Don, gentleman has moved in amendment
to the first clause.of this bill a clause introduced
Ly me into the act of 1852, the effect. of which
was to disorganise and dissolve the present coun-
cil, and compel the members who desired to'con-
tinue in that body to seek constituencies.” 'The
answer to the action he has taken is elear ;'if it .
was possible to pass such a clause thi"pqgﬁ‘ithq
council it might he wise to move it, bub wheniwe
know that the .council would not assent toiit—
and that therefore -oven 'if sanctioned bBy:this
house our action would be nugatory andiineffec-
tual—is it not worse than a waste'of time:to'dis-
cuss it. . Why should we he asked to pass a‘élanse.
which would be inoperative. If ' the hon.mem-
ber forInverness is really desirous,. 15T am, of
t:’hea :}:?’un-';
U1

cil, he will @b&ng‘iﬂ " this, dmendment
. 1418 a8l
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flect on, that not a member of this house has ven-
tured to oppose the principle of the bill.
< My, MoLernav.~1I do.
Hoa, ArTorNEY GENERAL.—Then the honb
member is the only one ; the principle, therefore,
is almost universally admitted in this house to be
sound. The reason is clear; it' requires no
abstract reasoning to prove the adaptation of the
proposed system to the necessities and circumstan-
ces of the country. The sccond reading of the
bill, at which time, according to parliamentary
usuage, the principle of a measure is discussed,
was taken without an amendment. It is clear,
.then, that lion. gentlemen oppose thedetailsonly ;
'let them move to remodel, alter, or strike out
,any that will not destroy the measure, and if they
improve it I will go with them ; but under the
.guise of supporting the bill, it is hardly fair to
‘move amendments, the real, if not the ostensible
purpose of which is, to defeat it. Tass th¢amend-

ment moved by the hon. and lcarned member for

Inverness, and all our action is rendered ahortive.

Mr. Axxaxp said.—I have watched the discus-
sions upon the Elective Council bill for some
years past with much attention. I have always
been opposed to the principle of the measure, for
I felt that its introduction into our constitution
would strike a fatal blow at the rysten of gov-
ernment which it cost us so much time and labor
to attain.' I listened with attention to the argu-
ments urged in favor of the bill, and so far ag I
could perceive, hut one of any-weight or impor-
tance was used. It has been said that the Legis-
lative Council should be independent ; but hon.
gentlemen secm to forget that although to secure
independence of action in every branch of the
Legislature may be thought necessary, that har-
mony is also essential. Pass this bill and ihe
time must arrive when the barmony which now
subsists between this branch and the Legislative
Council will be destroyed, and we will not have
the power to restore it, The bill provides for

the continuance of the present members of Coun- | [

cil, during their lifetime—and. for the Election
of certain other members ; we all know the poli-
tical predilictions of those who compose that
body. Let us suppose that a change in the ad-
ministration were to ensue, and a government
adverse to the present, assumed the reins of pow
er—is it not apparent io every reflecting mind
that the two bodies would be placed instantly in
collision, the one with the other. The Governor
has . ro power to dissolve the Council ;—this Lill
does not give him the power,—virtually it is ad-
mitted, the members of that body will hold their
seats for life. Does it not follow then that the
Legislative Council will denude this house of its
legitimate power and become par excellence the
people’s bouse? ‘
~ 8ir, I hold that there is no country in the
world possessed of & constitution superior to that
of Nova Scotia ; the people possess the power to
exercise legitimately every privilege which free-
men should enjoy. Does it not seem strange,
then, that ber Majesty’s Attorney General, whose
duty it should be to conserve the constitution,—
to prevent injurious innovation, should seck to
tamper with a system of government which has
been found during the last ten years, by practi-

. cal experience, to work admirably. Pass this

- branch-of the Legislature against the other.

bill, and:you will find. that there is' nothing.to
prevent an artful minister ffom: playing 'off. one
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“thye first crownofficer ‘comirgid

these reasons, sir, I am opposed to the passage of
thisbill, N
Mr, Toin.—I have to offer a very-few o

.imarks upon the bill beforc the house. I believe
tits principle to be sound, and think its operatign .

will prove heneficial ; nor can I see how all the
disastrous consequences which the imaginationg
of hon. gentlemen have conjured up can possi-
bly flow {rom the adoption of it. The hon, and
learned member for Inverness tells us that it
differs {rom the Canadian bill, inasmuch as it is
based on county instead of district representa-
tion. The reason why 'district representation
was adopted in Canada was that it became neces-
sary to equalise the vepresentation in Upper and
Lower Canada, that the measure might be made

opinion. however, that the territorial represents-.
tion contemplated by this bill is preferable. The
principle of electing by numbers has been tried

the rogue had a voice in the election of the cone
stable who was employed to catch him. I there-
fore fcel, sir, that we cannot do better than pass

possible to obtain a bill fourded npon the prinei-
ple of that introduced in 1852, I should support
it, but that we all know to be out of the question.

Hon. Mr. Hows.—The hon. Attorney General
complains that he cannot find any person hardy
enough to attack the principle of his bill. Let
me ask how it was possible to assail that which
nonc of us understood, which he himself had not
explained ?' He brought down a bill and gravely
informed this house that they could bave itin
any way or shape we pleased. e have the de-
tails before us now. and what arc they? Does
he act as I did in 1837-8, when I found a body as
firmly fastcned upon this country as-the present
Council ; a body which I believe were acting in
opposition to the welfare of the province? Did

body dics off one by one the people will obtain
their rights? | No, sir, I hope I will not be accus
ed of egotism in saying that I acted with bold-
ness, energy. anddecision—the best proof of which
is, that shortly afterwards that body, constituted
as it then was, ceased to exist. Why, sir, if the
bill of the hon. and learned gentleman pass into

Elective principle will be applied ?

Docs the hon. gentleman,—the’ aged osk—
believe that though of good timber—he is going
to outlive the youthful sprig, the Cumberland sap-
{ing which he recently transplanted to the other
branch! Why, sir, he knows right well that’as
far as principle is concerned his bill is not worth
five farthings or a bundle of matches. (Laughter)
But I ask where is the necessity for change?  Is
there a petition on yoar table requiring it ? Hos
the constitution we now enjoy, and under the be-
neficial effects of which the country has prospered
been found to work injuriously? el
tlemen will scarcely venture to assert that.” T

ask him to put his hand upon the measure of im:
portance which has been factiously. destroyed by
the Council from 1848 down. to. the present
hour? He cannot show one. " Th
‘that this is but an insidious attempt
of -the elective principle to . destro
government. It does seem'strange to'm

iinde

generally acceptable in that Colony. I am of .

in the United States, and has not worked well ;
for T have heard it said, and said. traly, that even

law, a long, long time will elapse before the

The hop. gen:

Then ‘sir; Iféel
: ! er

this measure as it has been submitted. Ifit were

temporise with them, and say as each of your -
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petition from the people, without” any message
from the crown, to ask a fundamental change in
the constitution. ‘ ‘

My opinion is that our safest and best model
" {a the British constitution; fifty changes have ta-
ken place in the constitutions of contjneugnl
kingdoms. since the gloriousold charter of liberties
was won for themselves by the English people ;
gince 1688 we have seen continental thrones shat-
tered, systems of government overturned, and
seattered to the four winds of heaven ; we have
scen the people trodden down beneath the iron
heel of power,—hut the mother country has gone
steadily onward in the development of its consti
{ution, while the lives, property, and freedom of
her people bas been preserved. o

1 say, then, that this bill does not give us the
security we now enjoy,—and that much of evil
may be anticipated from its introduction. But,
rir, our system works admirably at present—if a
change were to take place in the government: to-
morrow, I do not believe, althongh the incoming
administration might have some little dificulty,
that the Council would obstruct, factiously, ihe
public business. The only measure of importance
negatived by the Council to- my knowledge, was
the bill infroduced by the hon. member for Hor-
ton, to carry out the agrcement made by the
city of Halifay, to take £100,000 worth of Rail-
way stock. That bill was just and necessary : I
voted for it,—it passed from this house to the
other end of the building, and how was it met?
By the ateady opposition of the members and
supporters of the present government., who suc-
ceeded in defeating it. I say ¥en, that the cause

of rejectlion of that measure is not attributable to|.

the constitution, but to the fact that the legitimate
power of the administration was not exercised.

Sir, it is quite evident that the hon. and learn-
ed Attorney General has not thought much about
this measure, or if he has his reflections have
been altogether in the wrong direction.

(The bon. gentlernan went on to'argue that
the Gouncil, as at present constituted, composed
a large proportion of the talent of Nova Scotia.)

{ believe this measure, sir, to be bad in princi-
ple, and bad in detail ; you might as well stick
the tail of a'dog on the back of a lion, and hope
to produce a good effect, as to anticipate bencfi-
cial results from the passage of this bill. T shall.
iberefore, vote against the first clause of this bill,
for I ‘believe it to be unsound in principle, and
that it will work injuriously in practice; that it
will create anomalies and inconveniencies which
may cost the Legislature of this country much
time and trouble to remove.

Hon. Atrorsey GeNeraL—It is too late to

- answer the remarks of the hon. member for Wind-
80r now ; but I ask the house to consider the posi-
tion we occupy. . Why was it we had but little
debate and no division on the second reading of
the bill? I will answer, sir ; because the names
would have been taken and put before the coun-
fry,—and hon. gentlemen shrunk from the re-
Bpousibility of placing their names on the Jour-
nals in antagonism to this measure. Therefore,
it was, sir, that we had no division on the second
reading, and the opposition was reserved for
<committe¢, where, whatever. the -division, the

names would not appear on the journals.' . ;

-+ The hon. ‘member sfor 'Windsor applied . the|"
he 'bill: I-apprehend: the}

term:’ mongrel ., to

 meaning of the word-to:be incongruous. and: i
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cordant. If so, the term Is not ‘applicizblegto"th‘e

measure, but it does apply to the present system ‘

which creates a second branch; appointed by:the
Orown, and dependentupon a majority of:this
house. ‘Instead of such a mongrel system I de-
sire to-introduce something congruous, simple,
uniform, harmonious. Sir, 1 implicitly believe
in the soundness of the principle of this bill. -
Years ago, when in opposition, I introduced -it;
now being a member of the government I seek.to
have it carried out, so that hon. gentlemen: must
acquit me of any personal or 'interested motives,
more particularly when you reflect' that the ' Le-
gislative Conncil now comprises a large majority
of my personal and political friends. Wt
‘Atter some desultory discussion, 2 S
Mr. LockE said.—I rise, Mr. Chairman; for the -
purpose of moving the following resolution, whieh
I hope will commend itselfto the good-sense of
the house -~ : ‘ TR
% VWhereas, It has been proposed by her Majes-
ty’s Attorncy General to alter the constitutionof.
this Province, by making the Legislative Coun-
cil Elective ;—a change which, while increasing
the expense of that hody, already amounting to
upwards of £3000 per annum, wounld not- ensure
that harmony essential to the practical working
of British represenfative institutions, *.dnd
Whereas, One Branch of the Legislature is.suffi-
cient to transact all the business of this country,
“ Resolved therefore, That a Legislative: Couneil
in this province is unnecessary, and that an‘ham-
bhle address be presented to the Crown praying
that the Legislative Council in Nova Scotia may
be abolished.” Co St
1t has been long in my opinion, that ‘the exi-
gencies of this country did not require two bran-
ches. - I am still of that opinion ; for I am ata
loss to conceive what possible benefit- can're-
salt to the public from the constitution.of two
branches, deriving their origin from the same
source,~—each being in fact but a reflex ' of the
otber. The annual cost to the province is.:con-
siderable, and I do think that if abolished.if
would be to our advantage. L s by
Hon. Mr. HowE had been anxiously waitingdo
hear something from the members of -the govern-
ment. Surely the hon. Financial Secretary.or.
hon. Provincial Secretary would not abstain.en-
tirely from expressing their opinions, « ::.:.9»
Hon. FivanciaL Secrerary.—The reason for
my silence is clear; the time of the house is
wasted with long-winded harangues; and I desird
to set the house a better example than.that shewn
by hon. gentlemen opposite. o e,
Hon. Provinciar SeoreTARY.—I have waited
in vain to hear something like & tangible:argu-
ment against the bill ; but really, sir,in thére-
marks made there has been nothing: to answer,
and therefore I did not think it worth while to
occupy the attention and trespass on ‘the time.of
the house. o oo
Mr. Wier.—That is all mighty fine ; I : believe
that the hon. Provincial Secretary is neither pre-
pared nor-able to answer the argumentsurged
against the bill. o C R
“The: committee then. rose, and-the house:
jourmed. . e ol st e
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“expressing the views 1

al0 “
on a former day that in the event of the amend-
ment of my. hon. friend from Shelburne failing to
receive the sanction of the committee, I would

" move that it be recommended to the house to

defer the further consideration of this bill for the
present session. From my official position, sir, 1
am gencrally debarred from the opportunity of
hold in reference to many
important questions. On the present occasion,
however, that opportunity is presented ; and I
shall therefore, without drawing very largely on
the attention of the committee, avail myself of

it,—for the purpose of enunciating my opivions

on the question before 'it, and in vindication of
the notice I have given, and the vote which I
propose to give. And, sir,'1 rejoice, for the sake

of the elevated character of this house, that this

question was not pressed to a division on a for-
mer cvening,—and I will here acknowledge the
courteous and proper interposition of the hon.
and ‘learned Attorney General in that respect.
For, Mr. Chairman, if the meanest malefactor who
stands at the bar of public justice has his case
calmly and deliberately considered, and in a dig-
nified” manner decided, how much more should
that constitution, which was settled and defined
here after much political disputation and angry
party conflicts,—and which I. fecl assured is cn-
shrined in the hearts.and affections of the people
of this country,—how much more, I say, should

that constitution, which is the very bulwark of

our liberties, receive a patient examination, a
calm inquiry, a sober decision, before we exe-
cute the justice of this tribunal upon it—before
we plunge the dagger into its vitals—before we
¢ plast its beauty, bow down' its faded and its
sickly head, and fling it like a loathsome weed
away.”’ . ‘ ‘

Sir, whatever application the remark made by
‘the hon. and learned Attorney General, -thut the
principle of the measure had never becn opposed,
may have as to others, it cannot affect me. I
have ever been opposed to it, and I am only re-
iterating to-day the opinions I avowed in 1852.
In the session of that year a bill of similar prin-
ciple was introduced by the hon. and learned gen-
tleman. I vote¢ for the amendment which led to
its rejection, and on that occasion stated that I
voted on the broad ground of objection to the
principle of the measure. And, sir, what facts
or arguments have been presented to this com-
mittee, to justify me inrenouncing the opinions
I then acted on? None whatever, at least as far
as I can appreciate what has been advanced in
support of the bill.  But on the other hand, we
find that a general election has taken place since
the debate occurred to which I have alluded—
that general election too, after the Council re-
ceived their pay. I-hardly think it will be asser-
ted that the present question had any bearing on
the conflicts of 1855. At least I may say, with
regard to the county I represent, it was not even
mooted ; and I think I may assert without fear
of contradiction, that the same want of interest
in the.question characterized the other counties
of the province. In what position, then, do the
people of Nova Scotia stand in relation to this
measure? With the bill before us proposing &
large constitutional change, we have not a single
‘petition demanding the enaciment of its provi-
sions, - Sir, if this bill were half as_necessary as
its ‘friends would ‘have us’to believe, can you
doukt: that;; the-table -.of ‘thiz house ‘would have
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groaned beneath the weight of the -loud and-in-
dignant appeals of the people we represent. But,
sir, not one line is to be found here, -to speak the
language of this bill. If, Mr. Chairman, these
points are worthy of nolice, as I deem them tobe
I feel that I stand in this position, and fhaf
every member around me. is similarly situated,
At our clections, we receive at the hands of our
ceustituents, the sacred deposit of our present -
constitation. Pledged we all were, either ex-
pressly, or by implication, to guard and defend
it : and when the day arrived for the surrender
of our trust, to return it with its proportions un- |
diminished, and its value unjmpaired. Shall we
do so if we pass this bill? Assuredly not. Sir,
I have heard it asserted in this debate, and the
declaration excited my astonishment, thaf the
pasrage of this hill would tend to the augmenta-
tion of the power and libertics of the people—
Sir, I shall ever be ready to. promote the wel-
farc of the people in that respect, by any practi-
cal and elfcctive measure ; but at the same time,
I shall ever oppose such speculative legislation
as this, even though the name of our cherished
friends, the people, be used in connexion with it.
But, Mr. Chairman. this bill is not only specula:
tive, but the argnment by which it is sustained
is delusive. It may hold promise to the ear, but
mark me, {’will break it to the hope. Trumpet
it forth as you may, that it is to give the people
more power ; depend ‘upon it, it cannot add one
tittle to the popular influence. The great, the
inexorable power of the people is already here in
this house, in all its plenitude. It is empha-
tically the peopleds house, and I trust the day
will never arrive when by such legislation as
this we weaken its legitimate and constitutional
influence. . We are told we shall have two peo-
ple’s houses. Sir, I reply that when a vessel is -
full, you may pour to all eternity, but you can-
not add one drop, to its contents. So with regard
to this house, the power of the people through
their representatives here is full and complete.
You can make no addition to it by this bill.
What, sir, have we scen with our own eyes? It
is not many months since we saw on this very
floor the power of the people exercised to the
atmost extent which the most ardent imagingtmn
of the most devoted champion of popular rights
coald conceive. A majority here by a peaceful
revolution, by a single paragraph, ‘transferred
the administration of our public affairs from the
hands of the late to the hands of the present
government. Had you two, or had -yon ten
elective chambers, instead of one, could such:a
consummation have been more effectually a-
chieved? What then, sir, do the people requite,
or rather what is required for them, beyond this,
which is the very touchstone and essence of re-
sponsible government. i
But, sir, I may be asked am I satisfied with the
Legislative Council as it at present exists, I an-
swer, no. It is one thing, however,  to: 887, that
the city of Halifax, or any other part-of the pro-
vince, has too large a representation there, and"
another to say that that body should be Blective.
My idea of what their organization . should be i8
this—they should be. nominated by the govern:
ment of ;the day,-and for that nominoation'dt
ghould be held strictly responsible to ;this o
and the country., They :should:be a !
the several: counties|of the provinde,
‘the. metropolis; teceiving daircon
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nothing more.  The qualification-of-its members
ghould he such ag would strikingly recommend
“them for such honorable distinction ; and last,
but not least, party considerations should be for-
gotten in- their selection. They should be men
above the influences of party—they should be of
broad and libéral and enlightened views; moving
among, and sympathizing with the people ; but
at the same time regulating their public conduct
by ‘an intelligent recognition of that conservative
principle which is the peculiar characteristic of a
constisutional upper branch. Elevated and dis-
{inguished ‘on such a basis as this, T feel assured
that the Legislative Council would be worthy of
the confidence of this people. ‘

I konow it may startle some to find me advocat-
ing so slender a regard for' party counsiderations
in the selections to that board. ~But, sir, in tbis
particular I am influenced by a desire to maintain
its similarity to its great original the house of
Lords. We have been asked if the people of
Lngland would submit to the nomioation and
clevation of Peers by the government. Sir, the
Crown, under the advice of its ministers, con-
stantly excreise thisright. We need not go back
far in the hislory of the present state for very
many examples on this point—the recent creation
of Macaulay, Parke, and Denison, are but a few
of the names that might be mentioned. Do these
men owe their present proud position of peers of
the realm to political or partly -considerations?
Noj; talent and gencral worth, their value to
the state, were their title to nobility no less pal-
pable than the parchments on which their pa-
tents were engraved. Sir, we.are now engaged
in a sanguinary and calamitous war. The illus-
trious chief (of whom it may be said “ haud wili
velerum virtule secundus,”’) who now leads our In-
dian heroes, and counts his victories almost by
days, will at no distant period, we trust, return
in triumph to old England’s shores. Think you,
sir. that when that worthy successor of Clive and
Wellington shall stand once moic on British soil,
and in the midst of the British people, when the
laurels of victory which will then adorn his
brow, shall come to be surmounted by the searce-
ly more resplendent coronet of the peerage—
think you, sir, the question will be asked in any
fluarter, what was the hue of his political opin-
lons, or before what altar - he bent his martial
form. Sir, I almost fear I have libelled the
British people by such a sapposition. No ; from
his Royal Mistress on her Throne, to the hum-
blest pheasant of the realm, all would hasten to
acknowledge that his well earned title did but
illustrate and stereotype the gratitude, the glory,
and the honor of hig country.

Mr. Chairman, I love to think and to speak of
Old England, T revere her institutions, and
would wish to trace their spirit and their value
here. . Sir, T call upon the hon. and learned At-
torney General. as the first crown officer of this
country, to pause ere he takes that final and irre-
vocable step which is to throw into a foreign
mould the constitution which modelled upon that
of the parent country has now for many years
existed here,  fn that interval our children have
8Town to manhood, they have become imbued
with its spirit. TLike ivy tendrils, they have
olung around it amid the blast of the  political

~yempest; in calm hours théy have been em-
bosomed in its branches, - and -beneath: it peace:

1 shodethey have hela.syrct converse ow the
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hopeful future of their native Iand: A few short
years, sir, -and’ these‘places which fiow know-ug;
will know us no more. The laudable akpirations
of another generation will summon them' to this
arena to be the champions of their country’sin- .
terests. They will then be the fathers; ‘as. they
are now the sons, of Nova Scotia. Mr: Chajr-
man, in their name, if not .in our own, I protest
against the present measure. This strain ‘breaks
upon my ear, and I know it comes from them.
Will the hon. and learned leader of the govern-
ment be deaf to its entreaty ? B
‘ ‘ Woodman spare that tree,
Touch not a single bough,

In youth it sheltered me,
And I'll protect it now.”

/{,;{r. Arcumarp.—Before this question is put,
Mr. Chairman, I wish to make a few remarks, I-
consider it one of very serious importance, and'
requiring as careful consideration of this Legis-
lature, as any act in which it is likely'to be en-
gaged. It does not concern the ordinary subjects
which arose here from time to time, but is touoh-
ing the constitution of the Legislature itself:
When brought to our notice, sach-questions'ought

indeed to receive our calm and deliberate consi-
deration; and ‘great changes of the kind con-
templated -should only be made from the convic-
tion that they were necessary for the best inter-
ests of the country. I look on it as one of the
great vices attaching to free institutions, that
there is a prevailing disposition to tinker and to
change them. It seemsinherent in our nature;
to be discovering apparent defects in such 'mat-
ters,—and to seek to escape by change. Somuch’
bas this been considered the feeling of human nax
ture, that the fathers of the American constitu-"
tion, tried to provide, in their system of govern-
ment, against the tendency,—by deciding that
when once a constitution was established, it
sbould not be changed by any saudden gust'of
feeling,—but that before alteration, the ‘chiange’
should receive the two-third vote of Congress;
and subsequent to ample time allowed, the assent”
ot three fourths of the legislatures of the various
states. This was ingrafted as one of the 'first’
principles of the government of the Republio,—
and if that action were necessary there;'is it not
worth consideration whether we should mot exhi~~
bit similar caution here? The Speaker of’ the
house calicd attention, in his remarks just ni’qdq,“
to' the manner in which this question appears.~
Has it been submitted to the people-~has it'been:
called for by any county, or any-township, or
any hamlet of the land? No; we are not called
on by any public declaration of any kind, to'
legislate on the question. When the Atty. Gene-'
ral was in opposition, he might have’considéred
the state of the Legislative Council one of the -
abuses of our system of government, and have’
attacked it accordingly ; buthe is very different:
ly situated now ; and if government'is particu~
larly charged with any one function; it is"to
conserve the institutions placed in their care. If.
meddling with such matters be hardly pardon--
able in an opposition, it is worse than  impudent;
in & government to come- forward: unnecessarily,
with propositions for such’ changes. - - & "rinl
It would appear as if on accéssion to officé gén-
tlemen ' opposite were Willing:,toﬁdi%x‘;;aagﬁ"ﬁ#ﬁ
most, all that they found established:': Héreis
a-bill to‘unséttle th ?vﬁﬁgéi}ﬁbi‘ﬁﬁeh‘?*dﬁﬁ,;%q

will! soon b presented:to- unets Hiiis house
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" Where ave those matters to end? Some ycars
‘ago, to improve the constitution of the Assem-
bly, which then rested on the forty shilling free-
hold, the rate-paying franchise was introduced.
How long did that stage continue? Two or
three years ; and then followed a change greater
than was anticipated at the commanceraent of
" the march of alterations, and we landed on uni-
versal euffrage. Whatever might be the senti-
ment then, arc therc ten men here now who
would not eay that it would be, better for the
dignity, the integrity of the country, to repose
on the former franchise than on the ‘present?
The Attorney General claimed credit for that
change ; I hope he will not ‘have the credit of
placing the country step by step in ‘republican
instilutions, such as we would be sorry ever to
‘arrive at. Beginning with the Legislative Coun-
cil, we may go' on by degrees to clective judges
and other officers, until we have republican insti-
tutions throughout. Is the country prepared for
that? Ifnot, I give it warning ou the introduc-
“tion of this, as I would on the introduction of
the franchise changes if I were here. If you
take this bill, you are so far pledged to go on,
to elect all your officers, judges, governors, and
all throughout the country.
~ 1 may be told that there are advantages in re-
publican institutions, and the principles on which
wy argument is founded may not appear of much
foree to many minds. Republican institutions,
however, are distinct from those of England ;
argument founded on one does not apply to the
other, they are not analagous. By the constitu-
tion of England the sovercign is nominally the
foundation of honor ;—but do any supposc that
appointments from time to time have their ori-
gin in the personal sentiments of the crown?—
Not at all. In point of fact the crown acts as
the organ of the executive, to carry out certain
objects. How is it with the President of the
United States? He isindepcadent, as onc branch
of the legislature ; he names the cabinel minis-
ters, the public oflicers, without any executive
council interference. The Senate indeed bas a
veto—which is only carried into eflect in very
rave sases. The president for the four years of
his term of office is as absolute a despot as reigns
in Europe ; and is independent of the voles of
both houses of Congress. ‘ ‘
Another feature in the¢ Repulican system s,
‘that under it no minister sits in either branch, —
and thus the men. perhaps most fit for public
business, are prevented from giving valuable ser-
vices in legislation. Does any gentlemen here
wish to see that introduced in constitutional ar-
rangements of the Province? flere, the minister
holds power and office so long as he commands a
majority ;—there, he may Dhid defiance to both
branches, and retain his political position. They
may pass voles of censure over and over again,
but the President and his cabinct remain until
the four years terminate. In England, as here,
at the present time, the various Legislative
branches exercise certain check and control, over
one another. Tt has been said, that the house of
Peers has a veto in the measures of the commons,
and the Crown a_power of refusing bills sent by
both branches. But let us not be deluded by
¢hadows, Are we not aware that the veto of the
Crown ; hias ;not been exercised.since 1762? The
xight, g theoritical, but is: not-carried into prac-
tice. - Disputes: may, arise’ gongerning ‘measures

i
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not affecting any large classes or interests
and the branches still harmonise. Concerning .
creat questions, there is not a man who addresses
any Dritish constituency, but who admits that
they, as represented in the House of Commons,
are the ovigin of power. If so, are we tobe
lightly driven from a constitution similar in
character ! Here we have Legislative Couneil:
lors: appointed for life,—there, the peerage i
hereditary,—the analogy is maintained between
the colony and the parent country, asfar as s ‘
proper and possible. - Complaints relative to the
Legislative Council, ought tobe of some practi-
cal effect ;
on an instance in which that Council refused
acquieseence to the dcliberate action of this
house, so far as it was considered an- expression
of the popular will. It may be answered that
check and coptrol are reguisite,—and many in.
stances might be given, of the due check being
excreised by the upper Branch. Have not mea-
cures heen carried here, under popular influences,
which were expected to be checked there, aud
were so treated,—and which were not re-intro-
ducod here? Theoritically. the Legislarive Cono-
¢il has & voice which may be exercised with wis-
dom and firmness.

I would be sorry to see that branch legielating -
merely as a vehicle for carrrying outb wishes ex-
pressed here, to see by a too ready acquiesence
that they were not adapted as a check to hasty
legislation of this proviuce. If, on the one side,
there is a cheek ; and, on the other, that they are -
not obstructive to proper legislation, why wish
to do away with the good you have, and roa ‘ftor
evils that you know notof?”’ 1 believe that-
{here is mo adequate reason for the ehange pro-

posed ; 'and, except there is—except a sirong case

appears for alteration, the daty of the house is to
conserve the institutions of the country. Ihave
not taken the name of conservative; but, con-
cerning constitutional priseiples, every member.
of the legislature is bound to feel that it is indis-
creet to tamper with the public institutions,—that:
they should rather be conserved and valued. -

calied, however, to pass something of this kind,
let us have that for which there is analogy else-
where. Let us have to say that we have prece:
dent for one action 3 but search where you will,
and a scheme like this will not appear t0 have
entered into a human head before. Canada has
introduced the elective principle, but how? Do
you find there onc place electing 2 member,
while another has a member for life? Such 8
measure as this has never before, I repeat, beed
offered Lo any deliberative Assembly on the face,
of the carth. Had any one sought t0 form' &
measure uniting all possible incongruities, this
would be something like what he would light on.

'The hill has been described as beneficial to:the

hest interests of the country. But who calls for
it, besides the Adttorney General and. his’ col-
leagues? If it is sound, why was it nof ,gqund*‘a
few months ago? If the elective ‘principle 18
vight, why not apply it to all parts of the pr&:
vince? Suppose the Provincial ‘Sgcretary;‘?c‘?
ing in his old professional capacity, -gnd b
leader of the government aiding: him in the same
line,—suppose they: were -called  to presoribe,
would they not.give, all -similarly affectedi.he.
same doses? (Suppose{they;pr’egg;he : ‘
to every.one’s family -but theirQwD
believe them sincere 2  And-now;:(

i
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but let any gentleman put his finger *
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gentlemen prescribed the bill as a capital dose
for Nova Scotia, with the exception of Cumber-

 1and,—and the other tells the couniry to swallow
it all, but takes care that Annapolis shall get
nome of it? (Laughter.) I impute no motives,
but if the gentlemen are sincere they take an ex-
traordinary mode of showing their sincerity.

1 never had but one idea of this measure; I
believe that if introduced it would sap the vitals
of the house. We have instituted Responsible
Government. But suppose this bill to prevail,
what would be the effect? We have now some
idea of responsibility, but if this were  in foree,
what attention would be paid to a vote of want
of confidence passed bere? If the other branch
in consequence of its new confirmation, paid no
attention to such an expression of the popular
wishes, what use would there he in moving such
expression? Would not the house lose its valued
and important power of making or unmaking a
ministry by a single vole? o

This house would be liable to dissolution, but
the other branch would hold its place in spite of
votes, until the conclusion of the term for which
it was elected. That term would be about twice
the period for which the House of Assembly is
chosen. If this House and that come in collision,
which would yield ? They, elected for the longer
term, and higher but more limited franchise ? or
we placed under very different circumstances?
On what principleare we called to divest ourselves
of the power we now hold ? I can understand the
principle of & ministry resting on & majority here,
but cannot that of having a majority here, yet
resting equally on omne in the , other house also?
In Canade they introduced the double principle
of election, with reference to the upper and lower
territories of that Province, For the reasons
stated [ am entirely opposed to this bill 5 I see
the evils pictured by the member for Inverness;
the application of the elective principle to the
Legislative Council, as fatal to the institutions we
enjoy. If we wish to hold those British institu-
tions, the only mode is to adhere to the con-
stitution which we have, and reject the bill
now before the Legislature. I will be happy to
gsecond the resolution of the honorable speaker. I
may be told that this opposition to the principle of
the bill, should have been given at another oppor-
tunity; but it hasto be met in some stage, and I
may a8 well meet it here as any where else. If
there is & majority against the bill, it may as well
be dismissed in committee, on principle. I am
ready to meet the question with & most direct and

positive vote on its general principles.

# Hon. Coapies CamppELL~The subject has
been before the country for years. The member
for Windsor says that if the bill pass he will be
off ; T admit that that is a very serious matter,
and advise that we consider the question fully
before we plunge into such & dilemma. If we
do not weigh the question maturely, we may lose
a great deal in his stories about. leather breeches,
and old women, and so on. We would . miss that
very much, but one consideration might obviate
the loss we would sustain, the country would save
Some hundreds a year by the absence of the hon.
gentleman, and that would'be of some consequence
In the present state of our finances. He detains

- PARLIAMENTARY . DEBATES.

‘ 113 -
proof of which I need only refer to the published
debates, 'The expenses -which might ‘thus be
avoided, reckoning both branches and the report.
ers, I reckon at sbout £2000, and thit might
make some amendsfor the absence of his elsqdience.
That honourable gentleman would show better -
taste if he refrained from speaking in the‘'wayhe
does, of the friends arcund me, and from intima<
ting how superior he thinks himself to others..
Many here who do not attempt public ‘#peaking,
have more brains than he has. (Laughter.)
The question has been for years before the “coun:
try, it was brought by the Attorney 'General,
who defended it while he was in opposition'; now.”
that he is differently circumstanced, he would not
do justice to himself if he did not bring it apain
before the Legislature, Gentlemen at the other’
side feel annoyed that he does not act as they
sometimes have, support oue view while dut, an
another when in office. His conduct shows thag
he wishes to carry out what the country expeédts .
from him. To bring in such s bill by members of
government proves their sincerity;.s ‘corrupt
government would keep all the power they could
in their dwn hands. But government xow do
not seek to keep the other branch so ‘a8 to
strengthen their own position, and make places
for themselves and friends, but they 'bring in &
bill to do away with that, and to give patronage
to the people. What more powerful advantagé
could they have than the places in the Legislative
Council ? If they be defeated by the Bill," they
will have the satisfaction of going back to tho
country and saying that they fell by means of
the principle which they advocated for years.
when in opposition. The measure goes, to give
equal distribution of the council to the different
counties of the province, by existing arrange.
ments justice is not done, nearly one half of the
members of the other branch belong to Halifax.
The bill obviates that, and withoutregard to poli-
tics in any shape. Politics should not govern
appointments to that branch. I consider it ini-
quitous to leave to the power of government to

fill up the Legislative Council with their ownsup.

porters, without reference to other considerations,
The bill takes away that power and gives - it to
the people, leaves it' to them to carry out'the in.
stitutions of the country. How, is it néw?
Whenever a government find that it cannot carry
a measure there, they choose ome or: two,
and place them there so as to have a . majority,
Is this the way that this house should be treated'?
Last winter a measure passed unanimoasly, tax.
ing the city of Halifax £6000 for arrears dueto
the country about the railroad affairs.  What was
the result! Did it pass here? No. And the
Province remains out of its money, to pay which
the city was understood to have been pledged
when the railway bills passed. 'The city bécame
pledged to take one tenth of the stock; but the
bill for carrying that out was lost in the Legisla~
tive Council last year. On looking at the names

I find that all who voted, for throwing that out,
were, with one or two excepfions, residents of
Halifax. Isthat just to-the Province? . Is t@e
country to be goverded by a few persons living'in

this city? Tn the present state of the finances, .

is “house. in. session about. fifteen days longer
‘then- it need 'be; by his frequent speaking; ‘in
- ,915' \ . - l‘f‘“u‘ ‘1_‘ '

1

tho 10 or£12,000"thus due, shiould igé be lost
sight of, and the sum would "be-df: Wg detioh.
The rai i

Iroad has ewamped the reveune,
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' the amount named would not go far to meet de-
mands, it would be something, When the reduc-
tion of the road  vote is'spoken of, it is desirable
to form the council, 80 as that that bill may be
carried there. The member for Windsor has

taunted the government for mot carrying that

measure. What does he mean? Would it be
legitimate for the government to coerce a digni-
fied body like that, the peers of Nova Scotia 2 He
is.g0 accustomed to that kind of work, that he
judges of 'others by himself. The government
take a different mode, they do not like coercing
the Legislature. Men from the rural districts
should bé in the other branch, ready to represent
. the rights of the people, and who would not, fur
the interests of Halifax, swerve from their duty.
To carry the measure alluded to, in the other
branch, four new members are required. A coun-
cil should be formed, not swayed by the interests
of Halifax. One sayssweep them away altogether;
thus making his party & parcel of sweepers. But
that notion is not of much consequence. Therc is
no time to lose, the state of the finances does rot
warrant our turning away the amount mentioned.
I doubt 'that we could sweep away the Counoil
sltogether if that were just, but T think it would
not. Why should they be so dealt with. They
liave grown old in the public service, and have
gerved many years without pay. Would he turn
thein all adift for one vote. Try them again and
give them time to repent. (Laughter. It is
-easier to find fault with a bill than to produce a
better one. A change is wanted, and while that
‘Council is paid, the people should have the privi-
lege of electing. Gentlemen would do themselves
credit by not giving factious opposition to the bill,
except they can give some argument in support of
their conduet. The speaker says that the people
have power enough already. I hardly know on
what side of politics he is, whether liberal or
conservative, but that does not seem to me very
liberal. His speech put me in mind of a pretty
girl as seen at o distance, but when you come
near, you find that the beautiful appearance is in
the'dress. (Laughter.)

Mr. Krrnam—I rise, Mr. Chairman, under
some difficulty, in consequence of the eloquence
of, the learned speaker, and of the 'learned
member for Colebester ; the member for

Victoria, however, has cleared that away some-

what. The speaker spoke of the great change
which the bill would cause in the constitution, but
I believe since Nova Scotin was first scttled,
changes have been going on, and some thiuk that
we. have,not obtained yet all that is wanted, The
member: for Windsor says that he demolished the
old council of 12; then came the present, and since
that time, responsible government has been estab-
lished. 'Is there any reason to fear this additional
_change? One view taken is, that the people do not
appear to be interested in this, they have not asked
for it. - Ido not think :that there were petitions
against the Council of 12, who, with the governor,
at one time representcd the province. Petitions
are not always waited for here ; members trust
their-own judgments, and they are aware what
“the wishes of the. people are, without petitions.
At the last elections, no question may have been
raised on, the principle of the bill; other questions
_ put it dside; but there were parties at both sides
© of politics in favour of ‘the'principle of ‘the, bill ;
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and I believe that the majority of the peopls are:
in favour of the change projoéed.'v‘f‘mg"vﬁké

that view at the present time particularly; in

consequence of so many of the Legislative

Council being residents of the capital. " Mr.
Huntington’s opinions are often quoted here,
When the question was first introduced he was
sick. I took down the resolutions submitted by
the Attorney General, and shewed them, to. him,
they were preceded by a preamble. His remark
was, *throw away the presmble and adopt the
resolutions.” His opinion was in favour of ‘an
Elective Council as part of the . constitution. . He

did not live long after that. When his opinions

bave been quoted against the change, Iquote
what I know to be corect. What great change is
it after all?* The learned member for Colchester
argues against the amendment, rather than the
bill, as if we were going at once to throw 'away
the Legislative Council altogether, and bring ina
new branch, the members of which would be un-
acquainted with legislation. This bill is not for
that, it proposes no sudden and extensive change.
It provides for three new members, for the pur-
pose of distributing the influence there more
equally over the country. The change is very
moderate. Three new members now; in, two
years more, four others, That would give new
vigour to that branch. Those who arethere for
life cannot well object to the change, they atleast
cannot have a longer tenure than they would pos-
gess under the bill. The learned member for Col-
chester appears afraid to trust the people, and
wishes to go back to the 40s. frcehold. Perhaps
he might also wish for the old couneil to conduct
the affairs of the country, and not trust the peo-
ple at all with such matters. That i8 not my
view. We have seen this house dissolved, and
the people have repeatedly sent it back to attend
to the public business, and the buginess has gone
on under various changes, and will ‘continpre'to‘.dp
0. A member has said that he remembered no
bill returned from the Council ;—but I -recollect
many. There was one Lill adopted here with
scarcely o dissenting voice, to alterthe gettlemnent
of the poor, which was sent back disallowed by
that branch. I could easily understand the rea-
son. It would have much effect in Halifax, and
there were nine members in the Legislative Coun-
cil, resident in the city. It provided that. if &
poor person resided for & certain time in & place
he became chapgesble there, The bill would
alter the taxes in the ity in reference to the poor.
At present the Asylum costs about £8000 a year,
of which the treasury pays £2000, and Halifax
about £1000 in poor rates. Yarmouth, which 18
not supposed a county noted for its poor, pays
about the same. The bill would seriously alter
the proportion paid by Halifax, and it was thrown
out in the othér house. 'Thus they ‘relieved
themselves of about £2000 poor "tax.’ The
expense of paying two or three -of the council
would be o trifle compared with -that. 'If We
had sn Elective Council would the railroad
bill alluded to be lost in that branch? (The mer-
ber for Windsor' always took the view: he BOW
holds of the measure. - In 1850"there was® 18180
majority against it, -when lie: went: ‘to‘filznsl&!g |

there was. o majority for the -bill, ' the - Members
here admitted that the *t@@éﬂhﬁdgﬁmyeiﬁ;?ﬁen {he
principle should be-applied. |, Whenche.
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he raised up & party to oppose the measure. That
is the way measures are managed, he prompts
opposition which would not otherwise appear. I
have heretofore voted for the Elective principle,
and have not changed my opinion, and see no
reason brought against it yet. The speech of the
speaker offered no argument ; the meinber  for
Colchester feared to trust the people ; I do not;
they do what is right in the long run. It is con-
venient for some members to have the Legislative
Council as it is. . A populor measure which cap-
ot effectually be resisted here, is allowed to pass,
with the knowledge that it may be resisted there,
If the peopie elected that branch, circumstances
would change, and the members there, as here,
would have to come as they were sent, represent-
ing the opinions of the people. We have no right
to suppose that an Elected Council would come
into collision with this house, according to the
fears of some gentlemen ; but rather to suppose
that the new Council would do what was prudent
ond right. . I approve of the bill, and will vote
for it, hoping that its principle will be affirmed
)y‘the Legislature. ‘ ¥
Mr, MoFarpang.—I am inclined to think, Mr.
chairman, that the. real object of the hill hag,
during the debate, been rather excluded from
view. The learned member for Colchester en-
quires why it is sought for? I auswer, that at
present an' apomoly exists here which is mnot
known in any other colony of the empire. 100,000
of the people of the province are excluded from
representation in one of the branches, Is that no
reason for the bill 2 The Speaker says, will you
apply a dagger to the constitution, and hearers
might suppose that we were going to do some
terrible thing. I tell hign no, but that the law
which we wish to pass, will, as we believe, rean-
nimate, improve, and invigorate the constitution,
it will simply give to the people of the country
the power and opportunity of exerting & voice in
public affairs, such as many think they ought to
have long since had. The speaker says that he
will ever be found supporting measures for the
liberties of the people. Why then does he object
to this?  Would it not promote the political
liberties of the people, to give to the inhabitants
of seven counties, containing 100,000 of the peo-
ple, a voice in the legislature of the country: It
would give to the constituency of his county the
right to say whether they shall have a voice in
the other branch. Would not that extend the
liveriies of the people. I believe it would, and
that it would be viewed by the constituencies as
decidedly beneficial. I have been smused, sir,
with the different opinions expressed by gentle-
men opposite. The leader of the opposition says,
if you pass this bill it will denude this house of
power, that the talents will be withdrawn ; he in-
timates that we would be without influence here,
and that the other House would usurp our posi-
tion and authority, Why ? The speaker, how-
. @ver, contends that here is aund would be, the
source of power, and I believe that will be the
case. Pass what hill you will, here will the
public influence be experienced and continue.—
We have been, told that members should be chosen.
for that branch, irrespective of party - influence
and feeling, That is a very beautiful idea, which

;
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ment; the branch ,has been formed to.suit the

‘prevailing party . of the day.  Tho, peakér &
that h:végse%aom;ef full‘;qilpngt be ;n}édei‘f@néi:ig 'ﬁ
if my recollection serves me,. the libera] goyern-
ment did try to' make that branch'fuller thian it
ought to be., Even two gentlemen. werg appéinted
to one vacancy, and one gentleman hu(iti,)’ wait
for another opportunity. Thus ‘was. that” hous
managed by the government of ,the day. Thosc
reasons operated on_ my mind, to the effdct that
we should step in and try to improve, if poasible.
The member for, Windsor cnquires where are: the
petitions for this. But when he ran his last eleé
tion for Cumberland, was not the privilege of this
measure one of the issues put to the people?,’I
consider myself returned, bound to carry,out that
view if it be possible. I am free to say, if I can-
not obtain the measure, that the county I represent
would not have as much reason to compldin as
other places, because under the bill, they would
be the longest without, obtaining its, benefit. | I
leave that; if the government considered it essen-
tial to make certain appointients, we. must sub-
mit to it. I would like to see the'bill extend, to
every county, and to this city, ten or twelye. of
whose residents occupy places there. A strange
objection of the opposition is, that the bill is ex-
pected to introduce a want of harmony, 8o that
there may be a majority for government here, and
a minority there, without any apparent mode.of
reconciling differences ;, and supposing that to be
the case, they say that the couneil “having the
longer tenure of situation, would bave more power,
and that this house would give way., Thaf srgu-
ment did not convinco me. T see no reason why
the two branches should axrive at a dead look, as
the case is called, then any more than now. ~May
it not take place any moment? and suppose the
present government in a minority here, and turnied
from office, what would be  the position if o' imea~
sare were pressed?  Why, no doubt, the Coungil
would yield to the pressure. of this house, as they
have done, and may be expected to .do,". The
member for Colehester describes this as’one step
to Republicanism, which seems to cause awful
horrovs in his mind. e ‘speaks of judges: and
governors being clelected, and. of all our affairs
getting into u strange condition, worse ‘than Ye-
sponsible government. I do not see any cause, of
such apprehensions ; do any heré wish to see ¢ir-
cumstances of that kind ? Tosee the, judges, i en
who dispense justice between, parties, ‘gl‘.!,ld;;\jvh‘f}o
should be kept so free from improper influénces,
appealing to the popular voice for,.election ! none
wish that, and I think that the learned gentleman
need not be alarmed, and that the house should
not, so us to prevent the carrying of this mcasure,
by fears ‘of that kind. I agree with ml;gcig tfu!»t
has been said respecting, the Repuﬁligfu;'f'l)‘el;{g’ye g
we have much more liberty here thap they huye
there; that no country has more liberty than Nova

Scotia has; and I would pass this bil], believing

that it would enlarge those Libertics, and farther
improve the institutions 'of: ﬂ e ‘;_vl"rdv(;x{cl; The

constitution of Canada wag spoken of ;' but
15 they’

. Tecommends itself to the house., How has it ever [0ppo

been acted on ?. Just 48 under responsible gov
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ag'should be. I beliove, the measure of beneficial
character, and have no hesitation in giving it all
the aid in my power. ‘When carried into effect,
. 8o far from injuring the institutions of the coun-
try, it will, I believe, have an opposite effect; and
. I think we will point with pride to the act, and
say that parties in 1858 had removed ome blot,
and had realised one great improvement relative
to our public institutions. - T
Mz, Mobonavp.—Though the hour is late,
Mr. Chairman, yet as I perccive some symptoms
of this 'debate soon closing, I must crave the
attention of this committee for & few minutes to
express my views of the present bill, particularly
.8 they are somewhat of a peculiax character, and
ad regards the principle which seems to be in-
volved in this bill, I differ from some of my friends
on this side of the House.. Ever since I have
. been able to form any opintion on matters of public
. policy, I have looked upon the present construc-
" tion of the Legislative Council as anomalous and
not suited to the wants' and circumstances of our
country. That body has been sought to be com-
pared to the House of Lords at home, but we have
nothing in society here, nothing in our social
position similar to the elements that form the basis
on which that noble branch of the British Parlia-
ment rests, We have no titled aristoeracy, no
-enormous wealth, no peers spiritual, of vast in-
fluence and possessing large powers of patronage,
all of which ought to bear on public opinion by
means of the Legislature. Our population may,
to use & scientific term, be called almost homo-
geneous. They are nearly all of the same rank
socially and otherwise, none of enormous over-
grown wealth, and few extremely poor. 'The two
bodies of the Legislature should then be so con-
structed as foirly to reflect the feelings of the
people, and  for this. purpose our upper hranch
should be modified so as fairly to suit the wants of
the county, but that at the ssme. time something
of a distinctive character should be preserved in
order that it may act asa check on the hasty
legislation of this House, ‘ ‘
These, sir, are my opinions on this important
question. It may be my mistortune to differ from
some, of my friends on this side of the House, but
it is not the first time I have been impelled to
differ from them, acting under the impulses of my
iawn deliberate judgment, and it may not be the
ast. ‘ ‘
" But, sir, when I take up the bill now before
the House, examine its details and compare it
. with one introduced in 1852, by the Hon. Attor-
ney General, and sec that it makes no provision
for remedying the injustice under which a large
proportion of the Province now labours, I feel
-that it i3 not.a measure to which I can give my
assent. The present opposition were sneered at
 for bringing down an Educational Bill, an open
question as regards its details, and asking the
members on both sides to aid them in perfecting a
measure that would be acceptable and beneficial to
the country, But we now find the Hon. Attorney
General laying on the table almost a sheet of
blank paper. He says only allow us to have the
elective principle applied to the Council. T don’t
caré whether you commence to-morrow with it or
wait till the present incumbents die off.” You may

elect, cight additionil members as.the bill .pro-|

. poses—you raay éonfine it'to two Counties, or you
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may elect none ; do just-as you %llea'se ‘gentlemen; -
only for heaven’s sake give us' the ‘elective prin-
ciple. ' I would ask, sir, if this be & dignified ‘or
proper position for this Government to assume, in
appronching a deliberative body with a measure
of such importance as the present. = = 4
Before I refer to the details of the Bill, T would
offer an opinion relative to the sincerity of the
Government and their belief in' the soundness'of
the principle of their own measure. About three
months ago or less probably, while the honorable
and learned Attorney General was resolving in -
his own mind the introduction of this measure,
they appointed to the Council two gentlemen to '
hold their seats for life, one for Annapolis;, the .
other for Cumberland. They had the right'to do
80, but was it fuir and judicious to take the step,
As regards the gentleman from Annapolis,
Mr. Whitman, [ have no complaint to make ex~
cepting that the appointment was dirveotly at

variance with the principles of this Bill. Apart

from this sir, I would say that the Government
having the patronage would not have been true
to themselves and  their friends if they had failed
to elevate that gentleman to his present dignity.
He has long occupied an honourable position in
this House, and I believe was deservedly esteemed
by the members on both sides. The Government -
also did well in filling up the seat vacant by ‘the
dedth of o Councillor in the City, with a gentle-
man from the country of the standing and charac-
ter of Mr. Whitman. ‘

As regards the other gentleman, when I spesk
of him professionally 'and personally, I have no-
thing to say but what is respectful; but, sir, when
I look at the appointment as it affects the Pro-
vince generally, when I 1€collect that Cumberland
had already two members appointed to that body,
one resident in the county and the other lately
removed to the city, but still bhaving property,
business and expensive interests there; when I sce
that county less in resources and less in population
than the county of Pictou, and still having an
equal number of representatives in this house;
with now three representatives in the upper
branch, three sitting in the same nest, and that
Victoria with one third more population has'now
not one representative there—I am compelled to
speak of that appointment as an injury to the
county I have the honour to represent and an
insult to its population. oo

But, sir, 1 do not speak for Pictou alome, the '
whole eastern, part of the province has just cause
of complaint. What do we find. = Take ail that
scction lying to the eastward of Cumberland and
Halifax, including Cape Breton, it will be-found
to comprise about one half the area of the Pro-
vince, and I think it is not too much to say, that
in intelligence, population and substantial wéalth
it is quite equal to the other half, if the City of
lalifax be not included. Yet, sir, that whole-
section has only three members out of twenty-one
in the Legislative Council. Did_the government
then fulfil its duty? had they:a due respect to the
rights of that section of Nova Scotia in' making .

the appointment alluded to ? and does ‘4it§po,tf}53‘gh\;?’g :

Attorney General- in the soundnes§-o
. 1.do not'gomplain “personally,
sélection had been’
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appointed would have been taken from ‘the: party
*opposed to mine, but T'speak for the county as a
whole, conceiving that great injustice has been
done to it in the transaction. I feel at a lossto
conceive how my hon. colleague the Solicitor
General can reconcile that act with the bill now
‘before us ; if the latter bo sound, then the appoint-
ment was wrong and unjustifiable. I leave him
and his constituents to settle the diffieulty, but I
tell him now, that in supporting and justifying
‘that act, he does that which is distasteful in the
highest . degree to the best men of his own side,
and I believe also that it must be and is distaste-
ful to supporters of the government, and even to
members of the administration itself. That hon.
and learned gentleman may have some reasons for
submitting in silence to that act, he perhaps has
gome very substantial reasons for ‘so doing, he
may have fifty, he may have one hundred, or it
may be hig reasons are one hundred and twenty-
five in number. - K ‘ ‘

Such, sir, is the present coundition. of the
rrovince with regard to the presentstate of the
Legislative Council, and I therefore feel myself
compelled to szy that as the bill on our table in
no way provides a remedy for this gross injustice.
I must vote againstit. If the elective principle
be a.sound one it ought to have immedijate effect,
and the hon. Attorney General ought in order to
be consistent, introduce his bill of 1852, and let
us all start fair, oh ! but says the hon. Attorney
General we must pass a feasible bill, one that the
Council will pass' But, sir, what was done 20
years ago? Was there not then a council in exis-
tence hedged round by stronger influences than
the present one? Yet the hon. member from
Windsor stormed that garrison, and put them. to
flight. * What could be done before, I believe can
be done now, were the hon. Attorney General’s
bill now on the table, it should have my support,
but until the government can give some guaran-
tee or assurance that equal justice will be done,
and all parts of theprovince be fairly represented,
I must withhold my assent from the measure.

Bat, Mr. Chairman, when we come to examine
the details of the bill, I find various features ex-
tremely objectionable. The difference of the
franchise between those who return members to
the house, and those who are to vote, for Legisla-
tive Councillors, is not sufficient to create in the
upper branch an adequate check on the acts of
the lower, the two bodies will be & mere reflex of

each others opinions, and we might as well have|

but one legislative chamber.

But were the honble. Attorney General per<
fect!y. sincere in his County Incorporation Bill,
and did he introduce it now and carry it through,
baving the power to do so, we should then lave
& new 'species of constituency from which' an
upper branch might be returned. The County
Councils might well be entrusted with the selec-
tion of men to set in the Council, and we would
then have a body somewhat resembling in their
origin the Senate of the United ‘States, who are
elected by the local Legislatures of that state,
and a body that could always give & wholésome
check to the hurriéd action of this house, - .

 Another objeetionable feature is " this, that the
bill if it passes in' it present shape, “incréasés the
‘expenses of legislation in this Provirice abut -£800

3 year. Wo were told'a féw days ago that we wete
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80-poor thit we could not afford to buy dsword:to
present to oar gallint countryman‘General:Inglis,
who had the responsibility of defending thehonor -
and lives of British®ladies' in-the- residency of
Lucknow; and the finsncial minister: lids-inform:
ed this House in the most grave and formal -msan-
ner that the road grant must be reduced-one:half
in amount, that the education grarit'wikt probhbly
be reduced, and the salaries of thie ‘river: fishery
wardens will be swept away, and:yet,'Sir} for the

‘securing of a favorite measure we are coolly asked

by the government to' put our hands ‘into‘thé
Provincial chest and pay out £800 ‘a year:for this
new Council, Lo e
The members for Victoria and Yarmoiith spokeé.
of the defeat in the Council of the' bill -‘to‘dssess
the City of Halifax in aid of the railroad funds as
a strong reason. for ‘altering the 'constitution ‘of
that body ; but were these honorable'gefitlemen
sincere in their views they would adopt my opini-
ons and apply the elective principle t6 the whole
body at once. The present bill- does 1ot remvedy
the evil, it merely perpetustes, for it-alldws"all
those members of the ' Council who ‘deféated ‘the
bill in question to retuin their seats till' it'shiall
please Providence to remove them by death: " -
Another serious objection which‘I have is‘that
while the government profess to afford to all ‘sec-
tions of the Province a fair share of representation
at the Council Board, the present bill “deviates
from that principle. And, sir,in ‘the very'teeth
of & bill before this house for equalising ‘the re-
presentation in the lower branch, and for retarn-
ing as nearly as possible in proportionto popula~
tion, wefind that the bill now under consideration
gives o member to each' county, gredt:. or siiail.
Thus Queen’s county, with its populationof 10,-
000, will have an equal voice with Pictou Cotinty
and its population of 80,000, - L s
Bat, sir, to return to-the gemeral: featdres of
the bill. My idea is that the principle of efective
councils/if sound should have an immediate appli-
cation, and that-the body should be so-constiusted
that each section of the Province should:lave a
voice there in proportion to population i and; sir,
reiterating my assertion that I would" have sap-
ported the bill of 1852, because it gave immediste
adoption to the elective principle, I mist -now
conclude by saying that because thisbill does:not
do so, and on account of detailsalréady alladed io,
I must vote against'the measure 'now béfors the
committee. . e
The debate was then adjourned. - - ot

iy ow

| o Fribay, Mateh!5th.
After the transaction of some routine Hasiness
which has already appeared in the samoiaPy vo-
ports, the house tesolved itself into comimittee on
the Elective Legislative Council BilL ~ "7 * '™

Mr! Brown said—I have bit a foy. Serisris,
B,

‘ said—T ¢ o foy
to offer, Mr, chairman, on 'this' question, My
opinions have always been strongly in favour of
this measure; I think it a'stép in the rj '%’tfji;ré‘g;"
tion. 'If'a second branch be necéssary, thex the
people shiould have eontrol over it bt I'Wotld
willingly go with iy Hon. friend ffom Shé

the Logistae

opirilon, ‘adgiie "fio? the: Refion:
e ¥ ouse
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harm than good. ‘They have in a few.instances
Legislated beneficially, while their adverse action
has obstructed the passage of more than one good
. wmeasure.. True they have sometimes corrected an
‘error in.grammar, or put this house rightona
mere question;of form, but to counterbalance these
equivocal., benefits, I could, were I disposed
to take. up. the time of the house, enumerate
‘& . lsrge. number of sins which they have
serpetrated.: But I may, in passing, refer
to:one or two,of their more flagrant of the actions.
Gentlemen will recollect, that the Bill for the
Municipal Government of Counties passed in this
House four or five years ago, giving the option to
four Counties, Kings, Hants, Annapolis, and Yar-
mouth, to accept the bill or reject it by a vote of
the constituencies. What fatedid that bill receive
in thé upper branch? They rejected it for all
the four Counties, except Yarmouth ; that is, a
" body of men, having little sympathy with the peo-
ple, and; ovér whom the people have nc coatrol, re-
fused to intelligent electors of Kings, Hants, and
Annapolis, the option cbserve, the option by an

Yo,

open .vote. of. their constituencies to take upon|

themselves or. reject the government of their own
local affairs. Can any thing more arbitrary or
mote " tyrannical be conceived or practised ?
Again, sir, .on the measure to which allusion
has.been. previously made during the debate,
‘their :action .-was palpably and clearly un-
" justifiable, . I, allude to the. bill for com-
pelling. , the City of Lialifax to pay their
share,of, the interest.on their £100,000 of stock in
the railway. Every body knows that the amend-
ment. they tacked to it, that the railroad should
be.first, extended into the city, was tantamount to
the rejection of the bill. It was merely an excuse
to0. get rid of it. When that question was put in this
house there was not a dissentient voice,it was reject-
ed: by: the eoungil, upon; what principle, I defy any
man to ppderstand. - And “sir, although I have
the, highest opinion of the hon. members who com-
pose that body as men, as o legislarive body I be-
lieve them to be an impedimentand an cbstruction
to the public business.. Now, sir, the hon. mem-
ber for Windsor without . any show of reason told
. ag that the proposed system was a mongrel sys-
tem, but [ could not understand what the hon.
_member meant by applying ¢o it that term. He
surely knows that the government of this country
may. ot improperly be called & mongrel govern-
‘ment. (Laughter.) Hon. gentlemen will under-
‘stand what I mean. Qur system is foundod on
that of England, and combines the elements
of monarchy, aristocracy and democracy.
It will'not be essentially altered by this
chinge, for I believe it quite easy to obtain an
eléctive, a8 well as a hereditary aristocrocy, a
body standing between the crown and the whole
people to prévent the arbitrary exercise of power
on;the orie hand; and repressing the violence of the
popular will on the other. I cannot understand
the aétion of the hon, and learned member for
Inverngss, he has been in favor of the principle of
this’bill for the last six years, he hags recognized
itd propriéty in his vote on the second reading,
but he is averse to the passage of any mea-
suré Which setures to the present members of the
woungil seats for life. - Does he not krow that no
measire will pasé the upper branch without some
stich "‘ﬁro*viaipﬁ"‘fbﬁhg‘, incorporated; in it. 'He

-

desires a whole megsure, an unadalterated bege.
fit, he cannot get it. Surely if the honorsble
and learned member is sincere, he will not refuse
to accept & portion of that good he desires for the
present, and which willin the end have theeffeet
of carrying out his views by making the upper
brench entirely elective, Better to accept half o
loaf than get no bread. But, sir, in the grest
variety of opinions professed and enunciated: by
he opposition, for you will observe their views .
are very various, the honorable member for Shel-
burne wants to abolish it in toto. The honorable
members for Inverness and Pictou want the whle
bedy elective at once, and other gentlemen have
other views. I say in this sfrange- variety of
opinion, ‘all professing to wish a change. in the
constitution of that branch, what am [ to judge’
[ fear, sir, there ig some insincerity. I fear they
favor this change not because they really wantit,
but because they know - they cannot getit 'If
there was any hopeof abolishing or changing at
once the constitution of that budy, 1 fear they
would be found opposing it in toto. .
The hon. and learned member from Colchéster,
Mr. Archibald tells us that we should conserve
the constitution. I am really at a loss to know
what he means by that, does he desire that we
should remain. stationary. Would hs desire to
conserve a child by keeping it a child forever?
Sir, it was under the teaching of the late hon.
member for Yarmouth that I learned to break the
ties of party, and vote for such measares a8 I
thought to be just and right, it was he who first
inculcated - upon me the propriety of passing this
measure. With regard to the appointment of the
two Legislative Ceuucillors within, the' last two
or three mounths, I may say at once Idisapprove
of it. . I thought if the government was reallyas
anxious to puss this bill as I was, they would not
have filled the vacancies until they might be elect-
ed by the people under this bill, I do ot hesitate
to say I disapprove of it still. But, sir, if L should
assist in removing them from power, by.vots
against them on this measure, what am 1to.gain?
Whom shall I find myself allied with ? With,those
who, though they pretend to be favourable to it
and are, 1 am bound to believe by their acts, are
really hostile to it. My choice, under these our-
cumstances, is easy. I have learned and approve
the old maxim: * of too evils choose the least,”
and think with the poet, * it is better to bear the
ilgs we have, than fly to others that we know Dot
of.” e
Mr. McLerrax said this Bill declares that it .8
not for the true intevest of this country that the
government thereof should select the Legislative
Councillors. Why, then, have the governmené
as it were yesterday appointed two to that bidy
without any urgent necessity ? Either their oot
duet or the bill must be wrong, one IS 8 direot
censure on the other. The billis an olq"o‘ustqm@rg
and has the same fault as its predecessSord; the
link which secures harmony between thivand the
other end of the building is to be broken, snd no
remedy is provided. The introducer 9?}{“‘9}13},7
avoided saying one word as to how & collision ¥32
to be got over when the political omplexiond of
this house and the Council happened t0 b dilers
All must agree that it 18 n
sembly and  Couxieil |
special Gigea'it miight
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\ For instance i we had had a liberal gnajoritg in
the Council when the Road Money Plunder Bill,
a8 it may be called, in regard of ‘our'coal mines,
went up to that body & few days ago, they would

* doubtless have seen thatin bartering away our

. fisheries we paid duty in the United States on the

' Association’s cosl in 1857, of "about £25,000, and

~ will at the same rate for the next 28 years pay in

all £700,000 for them, which was quite enough
to encourage the coal trade without, as it were,

- pensioning the Association for the next 28 years

ut the rate of about £20 per day for no better
reason than for having held a grinding monopoly
over our heads for a number of years, and would
have thrown the bill out at once. But we must
not Jook to special cases, Queen Victoria nomi-
nolly rules England, but virtually it is the House
of Commons; a majority there rules Queen and
Council. So it ig here, this house in local matters
are all-powerful; Governor and Council are mould-
ed to their views ; you can subtract from all but
no more can be added. People of a country had
the power to elect a king, would it give them
more to elect a second, so that one might oppose
and obstruct the other. If the bill is right we
should always have two Generals, two Captains,
two foremen, two masters in every house.
The bill, in its present shape, is to destroy
the power of the people, it is a wolf in
sheep’s clothing ; it is to sow the seeds
of contention and strife between this and the
other end of the building. This houseis now all-
powerful, as we have the famous Russel Despatch
or Russell Purge as it has been called, which
directs the Governor to remove any. man that
stands in the way of his carrying on the govern-
ment harmoniously, Pass this bill and the power
is gone. Shall we have a Baal raised up among
us that can put Queen, Governor, Council, As-
sembly and people all at defiance ? The introducr
is consistent, when this house was powerless all
was right with him, but when power was obtained
all was wrong, it nearly cost him his life; he is
now but trying to get a step back towards . the
old ground again. The Legislative Council as
now constituted, is approved by nome and con-
demned by all. Who can look at the rejection of
the bill to allow the people of Halifax to fulfil their
fair, honest bargain about the railroad, without
disgust?  We have now virtually two Legislative
Councils, or ordeals for our measures to pass
through, one at the other end of the building and
the other in England, one more than the house of
commoos has, I am very doubtful if the former
i3 worth the money. It costs us some 8,000 a
year. The Leauty of responsible government is
that harmony is always secured between the dif-
ferent branches ; an elective Legislative Council
is therefore inconsistent with its principles. Still
in thg present state of our Council, crammed from
‘the ity of Halifax, if the introducer will consent
to modify the bill so that the eleétions for mem-~
bers to serve in thig house, and for a member
from each county to serve as members of the
Legislative Conneil, shall be held at the same
time and place, and for the same term, the Gov-
érnor having the same power to dissolve Council
83 Assembly, so that mo. greater burthens in
regard of Elections . would, be - thrown. on
the people ‘and -the power of . the, Governor

.

 to dissolve'the Couneil would: be
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| he ‘would “then’ “;‘c&ig"‘fo‘r'-u;u

1y

check on their sttempting impr aonduct,
o Yote "for- his bill: v Dat, the
bin “in it ‘P¥ nt shay ’ia““"a’v “ M

. aonste:
thing, burdenéd by " present incumbetita - for 1ife;

£700 & year to be takeii 6ut of> the tréasury;'dnd -
a3 many more thousands from the’ %’)‘sb'p}‘gjf " the
expense of separate’ elections ‘which areto’'be

ping the country ‘ag 7

Vel

kept up year after year, ke the c
it were, in hot water all the time) rob' the peo-
ple of power, of their road mon&y, of mdeh df the
peace and harmony they now enjoy,: dortinding
the preponderance for Halifax by giving'it three
members to one for every other county. "7 "7

Mr. Rucores.—1I do not'rise, Mr. Chairman, to
make a specch, but mercly, to, assign, some rea,
sons for the vote which I intend to,_giye. , Ilook
upon the measure before the house. as;oné bene-~

ficial to the interests of vaaﬁé’o‘tifa,la,gﬂijjig%

should be discussed with deliberation, and, apark
from party bias. The formation of the cotineil
does not give satisfaction, because the counties
never had fair representation there ; its influgnce
is centered in this city. The interests.of the coun-
try were ofien deemed adverse, and the:people
easily fancied that affairs were transacted withont
due attention to the welfare of more distant dis-
tricts. © If the people are competent fo elect
wmembers to represent them in this house, they
should be equally competent, to have representa-
tives on the same principle in’ the other Branch.
I think it only right that every one in, the pfo-
vince should have a voice ,in the selection of'all
those who represent them in the. legislature.
Measures may pass in this house.in reference to
the well-understood wishes of theé people, because
gentlemen here are responsible to..the econstitu-
encies ; but_influence may be brought to bear in
the Upper house, by which action here is: ren-
dered nugatory. If the Legislative Council had
to go back to the country for approval :of .their
conduct, as members of this house haye,. I'believe
that many questions which: fail there wonld: pass
with almost a uvnanimous voice.. .I.think that
we can scarcely give the people too much liberty.
in passing on the deliberations of. ;the two bran-
ches of the legisiature. As to the collision spo-
ken of, as probable, if the bill.were in operation,
I do not see that; I think collision.would.be. less.
likely when each branch would.have to.appeal to
the people every four years relative, o, their le-
gislative conduct. . 1t has been said. thag,if the
people desired the proposed .changg,, .pefitions
would be on the table ; and. it.is. urged,. because
petitions are not here, that the bill is- not.re-
quired. I take quite a xeverse view. K .Itwas:
well known that the leader of. the _government,
for the last 6 or 7 years, intended to giye the
country this measure ; and it was expected. that,
when he assumed the reins of government, he
would act accordingly, relative, to ,the desired
change. If the people of the country, knowing
this, were opposed to. the ‘bill, you would have
petitions pouring in to that effect ; that it is not
50, is couclusive proof to me that the measuve js
in accordance with their wishes. .. " . .0 < o0
I think the provisions of the bill;are only what,
the people should . ask for, and whatthe house
should grant. . Some gentlemen who approve, of
the principle, object to dstails,—but.L think {he
bill was submitted as gf' ught to be,—-if the oy..

ernor | ernment, brought, it; do
a.pretty . good| I *

ticulars, gentlemen wo

L
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tion had.nat a fairopportunity of proposing such
amendments_ g8 they might. think desirable. -ln-
- stead -of that,.ithey brought down the gencral
- principle, leaving-to the-house the settlement of
details. There is no cause of complaint on that ;
and the sincerity of some may be doubted. who
profess to admire the principle, but opposc on
gar,ticulars. We could not well ask the upper
ouse te commit an act of political suicide, and
turn themselves out of the position which they
hold, . The present bill avoids that, while it pro-
vides for change. After awhile gentlemen will
pess away from that house, snd the people will
then chose others to supply their places,—so that
'in'some time there will be a different representa-
tion altogether, in' that branch.. I'think the
principle sound. If the measure went to lessen
public privileges objection might well be raised,
but I deem its effects the opposite to that;—it is
for purposes of rcform which I appreciate, and
look on with pleasure. I sce no reason why the
people should not elect members for that house,
as well as for this. The change would make
members there more careful, and they would con-
sider what went from this house more entitled to
their respect. At present they are politically
irresponsible ; they hold their places for life. Sup-
pose achange of government took place; bills pas-
sed here, by a new government, might be thrown
out in that houge, and various modes of thwart-
ing the views of a majoriy here be resorted to.
Application, in that case, might be made to the
Home government, for an increase of members
there,~—but would that be desirable ?’ And then,
on artother change taking place, further increase
might be requisite, until there would be no def-
nite limits to the composition of that house. If
they were elected by the people, the members
and the expense would be less, and that branch
be more acceptable to all concerned. For these
reasong, Mr. Chairman, I intend to vote for the
bill, satisfied that the people will be pleased with
the change which it professes to make, and that
they will consider the measure as a boon, and
poi a disadvantage. I thought well to state these
views, as an explanation of my vote on this occa-
sion. ‘

Mr. Wigr.--The reasons given, coming from that
source, gives me much surprise. Gentiemen op-
posite speak of the liberties of the people; we
can remember when we had not constitutional
government in this province,—~when the power
.of - the house was a nullity—when the Council
couid defy any vote of this branch, and when,
under those circumstances, I and others recom-
mended reforms, we were branded by such as the
hon. gentleman who has just spoken, with at-
tempting to pull down and destroy all the sacred
institutions of the country. Those that raised
that cry were called tories, at the time,—now
the-name is conservative, Heaven help us, they

- are more of the chamelion than conservative char-
acter ; if they were like conservatives elsewhere,
I wouid respect them more. However, we were
then ‘characterised as rebelg, as incendiaries,—and
in Clanada so far was that kind of persecution
carried; that the people were driven to rebellion
to-get what we, here, obtained by fair argument.
Now 'we find kim and his friends coming forward
to do'that which, if we attempted, in reference to

the “Coundil scheme, I believe we would have

been ' arraigiied a8 trsitors’ to. the Crown, ‘We
w
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we treated the accusations,as the idle wind :—we
knew what we wished to obtain ;—we eought. for
the institutions of the Old Country,, to assimilate
our government to that of Great Britain. ,Ag
the hon. gentleman alluded to motives, I nay say
that I think this attempt, on the part of thos
who opposed the principles of British govern-
went, is intended to destroy the fabric which, has
been raised. ‘ ‘ .
The learned member for Annapolis had no
hand or part in constituting the government we
obtained,—and as he cannot go back, he ‘takes's
step ahead, for the purpose of damaging what he
does not like. I do not like to impute motives,
but I can sce no other than these. Hec hasno-
great love for responsible government, and this
tends to prove that. We hear of an old gentle-
man, whom people do not always like to name,
and who, we are told, can quote Scripture for his
purpose. I never hear a conservative of the old
school speak of his love for responsible govern-
ment, without thinking of that old. gentleman,
We were told the other evening by ‘the- Prov.
Secretary, when two ‘‘stars’ of this side st
down, that they had said nothing ‘worthy of
reply. That sounded strange ‘to my ears, for in
the old time they were supposed equal to mea-
suring weapons with the Uniackes and the Archi-
balds of the legislature. If they were not'stars
ot the first magnitude, they were of the second.
We have heard of comeis springing up rapidly,
blazing along the sky, but I never heard of what -
good they did to the world, except to frighten
some old ladies. With all their brilliancy I be-
lieve small stars can be seen through them, waich
proves that their density is very slight. The
Provincial Secretary, I think, is somewhat simi-
lar; and such phenomena pass away, without
causing much effect. No mariner stears by the .
comet ; it disappears, while the star remains, and
the bark is guided by its light. So it will .be
with those whom he speaks so slightly of ;—and
when they go, some of the arts which emanated
from them will continue and be valued. In vain
may we look to his side for anything that the '
country will love to venerate. They bave. op-
posed the principle of responsible government
from its first inception until now; and is it rea-
sonable that he or his followers can love that’
system? Although they speak in its favor,.they
seek its injury ; and I look on this bill as of tha
character. I reverence the constitution of Bug-
land ; but the effort made here now reminds me
of the tinkering in 1793, in France, when half 8
dozen principles were advocated at once, and all
pretending to be for the people. England stood
firm, and under her constitution became the mis
tress of the world, which Heaven grant’ she may
ever remain, The denunciations, of the At;tomﬁyu
General sounded strangely in my ears. &8
called the council cumbrous and incongurous ; but
if 8o, how was it that the leamed*,ggnﬂ!em&n
added two to the branch recently, under ' the dld

tenure. ‘There are some inconsistent things io,
the world which a clever man ¢an glgssover;
but that inconsistency, in the facelof this bill,
cannot. be glossed” over - satisfactorily.” The
learned gentleman said that the:priticiple of the.

bill iad been conceded by almpssigu—ngg,mgg;klr?
ways opposed it; however. ' He saysdf theps %13
aré fitto elegt forthid, house;hey are.fur =0
gther, ' whose: embégb?tﬁexw%?m &Wﬂgw

dlect the governor HEewisc?) e poy i
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the judges, to whom we pay large sums? This
[look on as an entering wedge to destroy re-
sponsible goverpment. The . people .do not ask
for this change ; yet here we stand from day to
" day, tnkering the constitution, that required
years of trouble to bring to its present state. .In
attending to the business of the.country, the-At-
torney General requires . all .the party influence
he has, to keep clear of difficulties,—to prevent
events frem taking place, that way otherwise
‘astonish ue. The legislature bas scarcely done
anything within the month, except to lop, ofl
about one twenticth part of the revenue, und
give it to a company across tho water. Instead
of considering the estimates, and devising how
we arc to go on for another year, we are occupied
with tinkerings of the constitution, which are
not asked for. Government is sustained by a
few sections of the country, and bas to attend to
the wishes of its supporters. [ believe the father
of the present measure is the member for Yar-
mouth ; and if lie does not obtain his Lill, he may
oppose the governinent ; other supporters must
have their measures, or unpleasant consequences
may ensuc ; and thus the leader of the govern-
ment is kept in hot water, - I was astonished to
hear the father of the bill describe it as he did.
Did his gpeeeh amount to a proper defence of an
act for overtaruing the conslitution? He spoke
of the effects of & Poor Law in Halifax as a rea-
son for passing the Lill; but he must have his
blow at Halifax at every opportunity. Not a
word did he say aboeut this bill not being like.
that of 1852, If wincere, why not introduce
that? What right bave gentlemen opposite to
assume that the Legislative Ceancil would re-
Jeetit? Having offercd to resign in 1832, was it
o be supposed that for the paliry censideration
of pay they would oppose the principle now,
helieving it be right? I do not admit that, o
sappose that, would be derogatory to the other
branch. But even i they woald so aet, why
should that prevent proper conduct here? Why
should persons in this house refuse to adopt a
principle which they approve, and te caary it out
without delay, Lecause persons elsewhere were
expected not to vote for it ?
. The member for Cumberland (Mr. MeKarlane)
i3 for the experiment, which goes to prevent the
people from having, promptly, what Le says they
desire ; he supports a government which deprives
Lis own couniy of this great boon ; which sus-
pends the excercise of the privilege there, for some
thirty years, by the appointment of three per-
sons for life from that county, to the upper
branch., There must be something behind the
curtain. Relative 1o the working of the propos-
ed system, we need not occupy much time in dis-
cussion. Common sense would suggest that two
bodies elected in this way, would not work bar-
moniously, You might as well tell me, that if a
steam engine were at work, and another were
placed alongside, drawing away half the power
of the former, that it would perform the same ser-
Viees as previously. -If this house and the other
Came into collision, it would be easy to see which
- Would give way, The upper branch could not.be
ﬂ‘”"}"@d, a3 this could.. Suppose.digsolution
of this houge were.to oceur; and: the same men be
sent here again, what then? /Would: not the
business be obstracted 7/ .Gentlemen. at this ‘side
Struggled for 20,: years-for, the establishment; of
British institutions, x g "80
B U
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doing., , Having obtalned what they, desired, they
are now: told, tht. system’ is idcomplete; and- that
a new element.is requisite §-a.republican: fégtare
and nothing. else.: The language.of:thelearned
member’ for. Annapolis proved: to: me that;this s
the cntering-wedge only ;.if you elect the ‘Coun-
¢il, you will go on-to elect governor, and -judges
and other officers. I am for- British. institations
and.hepe- to see them. sustained. -~ '
When the barbarians entered meeriaIReme,
instead of admiring the architecture ofitheitity,
or the monuments of its powen, they:proceeded
to destroy. There was nothing there : to: gratify
them ; they had no hand in‘its :aceomp}ishment ;
its beawties were beyond their-appreciation;-but
they had the power te destroy.. Enever read,
however, that any Roman citizen was fornd;aid-
ing in the demelition. They, left that-to the in-
vaders. After fighting here,for years, .for; Brif-
ish institutions, and having obtained themy;I hope
that gentlemen at this side: will. be eoptent with -
what they have got, and not lend-a hand $o:in-
Jjure that which they should prize so-highly. <1
do not expect that my remarks will-convinceany

Ul et - -
R YL

-t either side of the house ; gentlemen, probably,

have, made up. their minds on this question:dmuat
Icall on them to pause as British -snbjegts, and
not to do this act of hostility to . the: institutions
which we enjoy; an act mot called-for by-dhe
people, which 18 contrary to their feelings, and .
to all right opinions as to what belongs. .to.‘them
under British government. If they:will nokire-
frain, I:at least will keep my hands: clear of -the
injustice. . - T S i
Mr. Mornrisoy said.—Mr. Chairman,-the bill on
your table is one of a changiag and;denuding
character—changing inasmuch.as it seeks-to
change the constitution of ‘the upper. brauch of
this Legislature—changing *inasmuch ps-it avill
thereby change the- relationsof this honse, with -
that Legislative body—denuding inasmuch: ag+it
must eventually deprive this house. of-that power
which i¢ has long enjoyed over -the Liegislative
deliberations of this country, and which:it-does
ngw &0 highly prize, Thisis a bili that should
be econsidered well aund re-considered, least-we
may unguardedly take a step in haste thatiwe
may b brought to repent of; at jour.leisure,
Never let go of a certainty for au’ uncertainty,. is.
an old adage which {t may-be well:for us.to re-
flect . upon hefore we take any hasty action- that
is to materially change the: present:, constitution
of our country. DBy’ the present-system: thig
house has the power to control the upperbraneh:;
make that hody elective and that power.isigone
from this house. The Legislative Councitlors at
present hold: their office by. the-.wilkofxthe
Crown ; and if it became nedessary-to. carry-any
great public measure in this country, - touching
the interests of the whele pcople,.and.the::Coun-
cil thoughbt proper. to oppose it, the . Crown;.at the
recuest of this house, would step in:and-so-remo-
del that branch as to enable this house and::the
government: of the day. ‘to carry. their.méasure
through that house. But have you any-certainty
of getting- or -retaining that check; or:power for
the people -by . the. bill -on/your table.?:. I think
not ; the chances; in nine cases.out of.fen.; would
e against you'; therefore ifs, that, I oppose;this
bill " I wish (this houseysir, to:retaimiits;nsual
confrol and power over: the Legislatife déliberas

and weire ‘called rabels for 80"
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torney General have not been answered yet. Sir,
it is hard to answer that which do not exist.
True it is, Lie gave us a long rigmarole, a hetero-
genous mass of contrarieties, but surely, gir, there
was but little if any argument in it. The hon:
Attorney General tells us that every change in
the. constitution should be well considered ; here
I agree with him for once. o ‘

“But pray, sir, at whatstage of his political
history is it that he thinks he has considered it

- well,—which of the many bills he has brought

into this house ugon this subject is the one that
he claims to be the result of his gravest delibera-
tion? All the bills he has brought differ in their
constitutional form. Which is it, then, we are to
take as the model bill—the old or the new one?
I am at a loss to tell. We have not responsible
government carried out, eays he, until the elec-
tive principle is applied to the Legislative Coun-
cil. 'If this be sound political doctrine, why not

" elect them all atonce? Again, sir, he seems to

anticipate some gentleman’s argument, whom he
thinks might say—if you elect them put them all
into one room. When he tells us that it isa
well known fact that to put men into different
rooms it will make them act and vote differently.
Sir, had .this argument been used by one of the
untatored illiterate aborigines of the north, we
would laugh at the poor man’s simplicity,—
whilst we wounld admire the unshaken confidence
he placed in the traditions of his fathers. He
indeed might have been told by tradition that
the spirits of the departed rested upon the walls
of his room, or couched beneath the seat on
which he rested, and that he was bound to act as
impulse and tradition bade him.. "Wholly apart
it might be from the dictates of reason, but for
an Attorney General of an' enlightened British
province, in the middle of the nineteenth cen-
tary,—for a legal gentleman of forty-five years
standing at the bar, to tell us that what is reason
on one side’ of the partition is mere rant on the
other—what is truth on one side is error on the
other, is really too bad. Sir, it is a sad reflection
onthe intelligence and reasoning faculties of our
people, He us tells that the appointments were
formerly made to counsel by favour ; is it not so
yet,—would it not be so under his bill? Ap-

inted by the favour of the people it would be,
it is true ; but still they would be subject to the
choice of favoritism. He admits the responsi-
bility of the council through this house, and says
that the elective principle would make them
more. independent. Does he not see that we
ought to gnard against too much independence
in the council ; the more independent you make
them, the more independence you take from this
house, and here is where the power of the people
should rest. Popular feeling, he says, would
make the council yield ; he arguesas if all the

. council were to be elected, while his bill does not

contemplate any such thing. The moment &
member gets pay, says the Attorney General,
that moment he should be elected. Does Dickey
get no pay, sir? Why not apply this wholesome
doctrine in his case? ~ Sir, he knows well, if he
did; hé would not have his pet friend in the
upper branch to-day. I believe he could not
have commanded more than one vote out of every
four or.five in his county ; hence the necessity of

, appointing him before . th%s‘gbill‘wouldg pass. If

he thinks his bill.confers such blessings and pri-
vileges upon the people; why did he' deprive his

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

back to the people. These are ‘points of
in; the bill that“'li hav@ not'had:expl ,

‘ 1858}
own county and the county of Qumberland from
enjoying this privilege, in all probability, for ihe
next thirty or forty years ;—and surely, sir,’if
the people of Annapolis are as intelligent as we
were told the other night they were, they oiight
to be favored with. this privilege if any eounty
in the province was. = ' LA
We were told by the hon. member for the
township of Annopolis that if the fifty-three gen-
tlemen sitting round these benches were all
swept away, or put into the speaker’s gallery, .
that he could call up from the county of Anna-
polis alone by one stroke of the Attorney Gene-
ral’s political wand, fifty-three gentlemen equally
intelligent and as well qualified to do the public
business as -those around these benches. “Well,
sir, I am exceedingly glad to find that the people
of Annapolis are becoming so intelligent, for
searcely has two years passed away since the hon,
member from the county of Annapolis represent-
ed this same constituency here as hungry wolves
and dogs. There is a great discrepancy between
the statement of the one gentleman and the de-
claration of the other. Which ara I to believe?
Bath statements have been made on the floors of
this house, and I must leave these gentlemen to
settle the matter between them, o
The hon. Attorney General says that he conld
pot carry his old bill, for the Council would
not kill themselves. No doubt the hon. genile-
man thought so when he appointed Mr. Dickey.
My opinion is, sir, that you will get better men
by the present.system, than by the Elective prin-
ciple ; the best men are' fiot always the most.
popular. Local prejudices may he brought to
bear against the best men in a county, and pre-
vent his being returned at the hustings; baf
now you jcan go anywhere in a county and take
what man you please. I8 not the appointment of
Mr. Dickey a proof of this? They say they ap-
pointed him on account of his great ability, dnd
yet they dare not trust him before the people.—
My opinion is, that you had better not meddle
with the constitution of our country; it has'beet
tound to work well, and although there is a large
majority there now, opposed to this side of the
house, I would rather run my chance of getting
& majority there, should we come into power, by
the old mode of appointment and tenure of office,
than to adopt the Elective principle and experi-
ment on our constitutien without any good cauce,
If you make any change at all sweep the up-
per branch awey esltogether, you -would sitll
have as many checks as the people of Englind
have in England. They have the House of
Lords and her Majesty and Privy Council.” Here
we would have the Governor and Council, and
her Majesty and Council, so that upon the whole
it we are to make a change at all, we liad better -
make a clean sweep of it. I eannot fully under-
stand the practical working of this bill. Sup-
pose two houses returned from the people, hostile
to each other, which of those are fo give way.—
Suppose your Executive Council ‘to be formed
out of both houses as at present, and' & vote of
confidence was carried in the upper hoass'in ‘the.
Execative, would the ministry be’ forged . fo ré- -
sign? Or will a man in the ugﬂq:;*bxﬁqg@pw -
ceiving an office liave o resignhis seat, mgetgg

ok
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'that will come . after us, and who may have.a
~ stronger love for British institntions, than some
" of those appear to have who are here now.—
He complains that he cannot do right, for thereis
somehody standing in the way that prevents him.
Who put them in the way? The hon. member
himself. ' Then why complain about it? He
knew, before he made the late appointments, that
that would be the case, then why make them ?
We have nothing in Nova Scotia to form a Coun-
¢il out of, says the hon. member, except by the
Democratic principle. Now, I want to know, sir,
how that is to give us better men—~we musthave
the men before we can elect them. © Now I can-
not' see why we cannot ag well get them without
election as with it.  He says he wants to extend
the power of the pecople. Why, sir, his whole
political life gives a contradiction to this decla-
ration. He extend the power of the people? As
soon, sir, would 1 expect to find the ferocious
tiger converted into the gentleness of the lamb,
by the moral suasion of an alligator ; (laughter,)
as to find the Artorney General standing for the
{iherties and the rights' of the people of Nova
Scotia. The hon. member for the county of Cum-
herland tells ws he is going to vote for this bill,
because he thinks the people thould all be repre-
sented at the Council board. Then. why appoint
two resident members in Cumberland, and leave
Colchester, Pictou, and Sydney, three central
counties, without a single representative. Sir,
I think he will have difficulty to convince a
majority of this house that the government acted
wisely in selecting Mr. Dickey. He says that he
and the Provincial Secretary were pledged at the
hustings to carry out the Elective principle—
bow arc they about to carry it out? A bhill to
give the two seats for life and prevent the people
of Cumberland from getting the benefit of this
bill for perhaps forty years,—this is carrying out
your pledges to your constituencies with a ven-
geance. The very first opportunity you had of
putting it beyond the power of your people, you
have done so. According to that gentleman’s
own statement he has betrayed his trust, and
should no longer continue to misrepresent his
people,

Now, sir, I would ask what the people of Col-
chester have done, and especially the conserva-
Uve portion of them, that they could not have a
member of council when Cumberland was to have
three, The people of Colchester are as loyal
and'as infelligent as the people of Cumberland,
and are a8 keenly alive to their own interests
and the interests of the province as any people
in the province ; yet they must be stepped over
for a party purpose, to get one of their party
1nto the council for life. What has Pictou done
that she should be slighted? She has her men
1VIVho fought for the conservative party until they

ave grown grey ; yet they are passed over. And
now, &ir, I would ‘ask if it is fair to ask Colches-
ﬁe‘ to put her hand in her pocket, and run per-
baps five or six expensive elections, before Cum-
‘ \%%nd has to be at the expense of running one ?,

1111 the councilor for Colchester, when he is
: ected, feel that he stands in that body on a fair
Igomna with his brother members? ~He cannot.

e knows they have their seats for life, let them
vote as they please; but he has to go to his con-

stituency to answer for his condict.  Perhaps he | t4re W
i esomo More | did niot ‘pass’ the

that no aot of ¢

,‘F}i‘yube found to ‘he' a litile troublesome there.
1€y went to - get rid of him. . A 'few designing

1

men would .soon manage to make a scape-goat

~,

of him and heave him; ont, ,uqu_;‘ the. people, to -

be sacrificed for their ‘political sins. "Away with,
such a mongrel bill as this,—it is not Englith,—"
it is a piece of petty. party manceuvring. Sweep.
all away, and let all stand upon the same foot- -
ing. How would the hon. Attorney General like.
it if I were to bring in a bill to give to my Hon.
friend for Windsor and the hon, member for
Inverness, and some ten or twelve other gentle-
men on this side of the house, their seatsifor life,.
how would he like to take his hat in hig'hand and -
make his bow to these gentlemen, and-then'go
to atone for his and perhaps their politital sins,
on the altar of political opinion in the cotitty,of
Annapolig? Sir, I think I see him kindfing into’ =
wrath, and denouncing it as unenglish'; yet this
is just what this bill of his calls upon ihe elected
members of council to do. What equality of
rights is here,—it is & perfect mockery. ' ' ™.
And now, sir, how is this pet bill of his to be ‘
carried. I hope we will not see him again ap-'
pealing to the party feelings of this house to ear~
ry this bill, the way he did to carry the'bill on’
the mines and minerals. Oh, says he, don’t be-

lieve them, it is a vote of want of confidence, &
side wind, and if this bill don’t carry, the goy-
ernment cannot stand.  He stood here, sir,  upon-
his pinions, and raised the party whoop, to sacri-
fice the interests of the province, when he fourd
ke could not do it any other way.. Think.you,,
if he bad not made a party question of it; that. .
he could have carried that bill? Not_ten men..
in this house would have voted forit. I can
point to the men around these benches who yoted .
for it, that say it was wrong. The members from
Falmouth, Queens, Clare, and Yarmouth, all’
konow it was wrong. I can go into his own goy-
ernment and name the official member who says, .
it was a bad job for Nova Scotia ; yet we sée. it
had to be done to save a weak,g@vet,nmeqhqu_ .
I expect to see the same game played over again,.
on this bill; but let 'hon. gentlemen be a little
careful, The people of this country are not
going to submit to this kind of legislation long,
In couclusion, I ask you not to sacrifice your =
constitution, at the shrine of party 3 bﬂt,’;oflég;? e
to our successors the constitution of this. coff;gtry;

as it was left to us—unchanged. "~

Mr. Tosn.—I have listened. to the speech -of .
my hon. colleague, which was a contradiotion
from beginning to end. The hon. gentleman ex-'-
presses opposition to the bill buefore the: house,
because he says it is partial, (Mr. Wier~I said’
no such thing), so I understood the hon. ‘gentle--
man, Sir, let us calmly review our position and
come back to the first principle of the billi: The '
bill introduced by the government provides that -
each county shall send a representative to the '
Legislative Council, that representative to be‘cho-" .
sen by electors under the old forty shillings.free-.
hold franchise. The Legislative Council ignowfill-
ed up by the executive power of the day,snd"its’: .
members are the nominees of & party,- 'The time - -
has arrived when this mode should’ be chahged,  °
but this cannot be dome by the 'radical ‘chan
which gentlemen of the OEP%itioﬁ.ﬁﬁ?éiﬁ&,;ﬁ@Loﬁw@ ,
The “hon. member for lnverness told” ¢the Honse:

10 aot_of the govérnment of of this Tegislax""
; - o I %( Tony JiR

¢ governmer
ivg tho sahdtion of the Trown thiat '
did ot pasa the uipper chambér, atid instanded " -
the'case of Canada. “The ;bin,ik{m he" onueﬁ
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similar to that passed in Canada, it is conservative
in its features, and- introduces the change in our
constitution ‘in harmony - with its principles. I
have examined the bill, and T'approve of its prin-
ciples,” becanse it introduces a territorial safe-
guard into our constitution, and takes from the
political power of the day the privilege of appoint-
ing to seats of honour and responsibility partizans
favourable to their own party views,to bring them
politi¢al support. I am not bound to sustain any
side of the house by political ties; I intend to vote
for the bill, because I believe that it mot only
exterids the privileges of the people, but will give
us an improved constitution. We do not want to
introduce the American system' which would be
unfavourable to our growth, They are tied down
oy parchment bandages to a constitution which
was framed before they were born, or thetinterests
with which they have to deal were known to exist
on the earth, We take the outlines of the British
gc:ons‘titution as our model, which is-elastic and
expands as the expansicn becomes necessary. Oue
great political tempest threw up Magua Charta,
another the Reform Bill, another the Bill of Rights
and o fourth Catholic Emancipation ; and if a
colonial political tempest will introduce an im-
proved change in our constitution, 80 a8 to increase
the privileges of the people, we cannot be ac-
cused of an innovation dangerous to the state.

The bill is opposed by the hon. member fov the
North Riding of Colchester, because he says that
the most upright, the most honourable men in his
county are not the most popular. I think, sir,
this' is not very complimentiry to the county he
represents, and leads to conclysions which I am
not disposed to draw. Tam notdisposed to nceupy
the time of the house any longer on & question
which has been so ably digeussed by the gentle-
men who have preceded mé, and ag there are
many questions of interest yet to be 'disposed . of,
intercsts of great importance to the country, which
will require great attention and consideration,

the sooner we pass over this bill the hetter, s

there can be but little further to be said on the
question tochunge the views which gentlemen now
entertain, “ ‘

Mr. Cuanprrs said, I have to differ, Mr. Cliair-
man with some of my warmest friends, on the
principle of the bill now under discassion, and to
which I have always been favourable. T consider
it calctlated to extend the privileges of the people,
and to give them the control of their own affairs.
As the present’Council iy constituted, appoint-
ments to it ae made by the government. True
that government may be, to a certain extent,,
uudei the control of winajority of this house j still
that i3 but an indirect mode of bringing, the in-
fluence of the people to bear on the other branch.
If the goveriiment of the day were actunted by
sound. “principles, as they shaumld be, in. filling
vacancies of the other house, no difficalty might
arise, but- pressure is brought to bear, and is
yielded to in many instinces, anil vacancies are
supplied’” Wwith the view of “streiigthening party.
We hind ‘an illusteation of 'this ona’ reeent ocea-
sion, and it cannog bé denied, that the city'of Huli-
£ax'Has o large share of the représentation in'that
houge., " "Fhus pecilitr -interests-aré brbught to

bear on question's which o’ Beford the ' Lexista~|

turg,’ él‘thﬁu’gﬂi L'approve ot the  principle; under
wousideration, I' enguire docs the Bill meet the
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circumstinces of the case? To my mind it does*
hot. Ifit were similar to the medsure of ‘18521
would feel bound to give it my support. -t differs’
from that bill, however, and I scarcely know why.
Under this about 30 years would be required “be,' .
fore its effect would be thoroughly felt in the
other branch. Do gentlemen opposite believe
thut the country would be satisfied with that kind
of legislation? Will it appear reasonable that we
legislate for a generation not yet born, and not
for our own 'times? If the principle be sound,
why not apply it ut once? If sound for the
fature, why not for the present? I°do not wish
to follow the example set of imputing motives, hut
I cannot help doubting the sincerity of the leader
of governnient in moving that intermediate bill
If sincere, why deluy ¢ and awhy fillup two vacan.:
cies that occwrred within two months, without any
necessity for so doing ? The government had a
wajority there to carry its measures, why. not al-
low the vacancies to vemnain, and apply the prin-
ciple of the bill tothemn? That would be the straight
forward, manly couvse for the government to
tuke, and it would plice their sincerity beyond
doubt. Imstead of that, they take two of their
warmest sypporters, aud place them there for life.
It will require much ingenuity to satisfy the eoun-,
try concerning that act. Relative to one of these
the question has heen repeatedly asked,—whois
that geotlemau? where does he reside? has he
filled any public situation? or represented :any
conslituency ?  If satisfactory replies <cannot be
given, where is the justifieation for promoting him
to a place in that house? I kuow of only one
veason. It will be in the recollection of mewmbers
that, some years ago, that gentleman was brought
to the bar of the house to give some information
about the public works, and he made statements
concerning tabular iron bridges ; but that is né
‘proper ground fov his clevation to the Legislative
Council; T know of no other, If the people desire
this charge how is it that petitions are not here’
asking for it, as is the case in the other public
questions? 1 might yefer to the Maine Liguor
Law, and the applications for it, but Inéver heard
the question now before the house, mooted in the
part of the country which I represent. Ave the
people prepaved for it? is the Legislature prepared
tu udopt & measure which will ierease expendi-
ture to the amount of 7 ov £800 a year?' I would
like to see any'one stand before his constituentgv
and justify that, telling them ot the same time
that, in consequence ot “the state of the finances,
the road grant was to be reduced one half or more,
 Ls this question, like o many otheis, to assumes
“party aspect? The Attoruey General Has urged
it, and Le has various screws which hé ziay apply’
 to secure o majority. He hus ‘écclesiastical screws
,and others, of whose application’ we lear, - After
‘the vote on the Mines and Minerals® question,
however, [ am prepared for almost anything.
' When I found gentlemen who had denouncéd the
\act come up and, vote for it, what ‘am I think?
What coufidénce can be placed in professios after
of the b gll“!;'fl’.lfh@-gl’%‘{?i ‘

pthat? Who is the father of {1 -Xhey
i bers of government seemn lﬁ’\qt\unité‘d‘bh the qu
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vtion,  Last year they presented a ‘,glcl anL T}}“ ,

leader of the government appenrs
wonly defender ;5 “nieither "the Sokit
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“government measure. - When the
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verness, in a former session, brought an education| be'atcoriplished;’ thoss -who'"oppose should show
Lill, the learned member for Annapolis called it a {that'fhie changefwould bé wrong-=if riphtyitsadop:
" fragment of & bill. I ask that learned gentleman | tion'is i-dufy. _“Xg&re‘ e tostand fstilli?é'ls notevery=-
vhat he calls this bill? It is neither one thing | thing' frogressing? +Chunge pervadesttliof systeim -
nor the other.  Why does lie not come down with |of “industry ‘and’ intéllig de. Away* with the:
a complete measure, and take his stand on it, and |argument ‘of standifig still from mere fear -of
say *there is the bill”?? Tnstead of that, he)change.- In matdiring ] constitution ‘change/is re=-
leaves this as' an open question, supports the|quisite, as'is abundantly proved by thepast.. -/ The-
cleetise principle, and asks for details as the house | government has-been' disked; why fill'up two places
way think well to give them, The government|in the Council a few months ago. I answer, tlght‘-
hus had nine months to concoct measures, and |it was their duty to do so. "By the’constitution of
this is the one which they present. To whom its|the Province, vacancies lere are filled up by elec~
paternity belongs I know not; but it looks more| tion, and there by government nomination. Was
like the Provincial Seeretary’s offspring, and I|it not their duty then to administer ‘the ‘constitu-
cuppose him to be the father. That the leader of | tion as they found it? What would be said if two
the government should bring in such a bill is to [or three members left this house,, aid no* writs.
me astonishing.  The member for Yarmouth, the | were issued to supply their places,” bécausé ' some
other evening, spoke of the member for Windsor|change of the coustitution was contemplated?
causing, and leading wp, -opposition here at his| Why should government leave the other'branchin
pleasure. Does he think that gentlemen at'this |a mutilated state? They found the 'copstitution
side are to he=o led, like dumb dogs, by any man ? | as it is, and they acted accordingly, comeerning -
We are, here to think and speak and act for our- [the general argument, gentlemen have saxq that
.xelves, and ou many occasions we give proof of | the people have suflicient powernow, that they can
that, and will not be led against our convictions. | control public affairs by means of | this house, be-
After the hon. member for Yarmouth gave his vote | cause they can change the exccutive government.’
ou the mines dnd minerals question, so contrary | But will that affect the other branch?’ Can not
to his former expressed opinions, he ought not to| that House sit as & barrier against pheﬂ;pqgglg.}'
charge others with what he did himself. = As re-|wish? They may refuse to yield, they are stereo~
gurds following his leader on all occasions, and |typed there,—they may oppose the views of the,
swallowing every dose prescribed, no matter how | people and of this House, without any prompt and
distasteful it might be, when he accepted the |appropriate remedy for such a state of circym-
dose by which £5,000 a year was sacrified, he may | stances. The elective principle would augment,
be expected not to refuse anything that is offered. | the popular voice, and might thus bea valuable
The member for Cumberland says that there are|infusion of an element now wanted,”qndkzwhwicl’;
ahout 100,000 inhabitants in the Province not|might so control legislative functions. as to_cause:
represented in the Legislative Council. How is it |efficiency and harmony. The partial ,elegﬁqpst
that that was not thought of before the Council was|which would take place, would have, a  moral
crammed with members from other places? That |effect on those appointed for life to. that branch ;
act s uttnbu'tab}e‘to him, he supports the_ govern-~ they would feel the gradual, pl:essgre;of {th? popus
ment who did it. The member for Halifax said |lar element, and thus would the popular privileges.
that he was no partizan; why 1 look on him as the | be enhanced. Whatever objection might exiab, to-
government, and I regret thathe is not its leader. |the principle a few years ago, now that: the.
L believe there is no greater partizan in the house | Members of the Legislative Coungil. are ,paid
than he is. T always find him with Lis party ; if|by the people, the people .should: have- some
he left they could not stand, and he appears alike |direct  control on' their deliberations; and::de--
:?1 accommodate himself to any party. I think|cisions. A parallel to this measure has been: en-

at the kouse will pause before it adopts the Bill, | quired for ; but where will you find-a:. legislative
and allow themselves to be placed, as that would | body peid by the people, and not amensble tothem. .
blace them, hefore the eonstituencies of the-coun- | Those who are against this change, now call them~' .
try. Thope that gentleman will view the subject | selves conservatives, and seem inclined to goback -
ﬁ:lw}yf and not be governed by mere party con-|to the old regime, when a council of twelve, pre- -
sulerations, T will not longer detain the house, |sided over affairs ; will they a.lsmchange‘w:ha, thas
’ifgtteﬂ‘g‘{ght 1t well to offer some reasons why I |been done in-this ;;nteg’m, and adopt:anew: the po--

Rty wioy oy s o o words, |on the plioy of . measure’ bt if there Wero

) AR e L8y - 4
Mr. Speaker, in reply to the hon?’ memiber Who doulits,pif there were more of -the moral evil' spo-
ims last spoken, ':md who, according to his cus-|ken of attributable to the measure.; still-l would:
om i debate, instead of adducing arguments, |ask myself to choose between two evils, and where -
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with sacriligious hand, put a dagger into the vitals
of the administration, which sustains the liberty of
the. people without distinction? No; Iam not
here to hatch any such treason against the happi-

" ness of Nova Scotia ; I do not conceal under my

, robe any stealthy dagger for the commission of
treason. Instead of that, I am here to cheer on
‘that bark of the state ; on whose mast flutters, in
the breeze of heaven, the banner on which i8 in
scribed ; civil and religious liberty. o

Hon, Mr. Howe—The hon. member says that
he is not going to strike a dagger at the present
administration, but no one suspected him of any
such design—he is only going to put the lancet

" into it—going to bleed the government, that is
at the foundation of all this zeal. A new office
has been crcated for him, to cost £300 a ycar,
exclusive of travelling expenses, and to be paid
out of the reduced royalties which we have not
thrown away. He says it was right and proper
to fill up the vacancies alluded to, because the
Attorney General is bound to apply the consti-
tution ashe found it. Does he not know that the
Attorney General, when it suits bis purpose, can
leave high departmental offices vacant for months?
And the constitution, I presume, was then as it
is now. Does any one believe that any necessity
existed for the recent appointments; that any
here would find fault if he left the places vacant?
The conduct was not imperative at all ; it was a
matter of policy, and if he bad not thought pro-
per to do so, he would have found good reason
why' it should not be dome. The member for
Sydney, however, agrees with him in the course
pursued.: The member for Newport has been
called a bore; I do not know whether it is the
animal so calied which is alludeqd to, or thatover-
whelming swell at the mouth of the Shubenaca-
die, kbown by the same name ; but I am remind-
ed that there is an animal which when once it
gets swimming, soon puts an end to its own ex-
istence, The mernber for Sydney says, would
you leave the stereotyped people in the other
branch to violate the rights of the people, to
block up'and damage the cause of progress and
reform? What did the member for Newport
complain of, but that that was going to be done ?
Every one of those who now sit there are =0 to
continue, as long as Providence allows. Yet the
member for Sydney sustains the bill, and speaks
of it as being requisite for the progress of public
opinion ; he says he must vote for the measure,
else the reins of power may pass away trom those
who hold them, and so civil and religious liberty
may be.endangered. Do any believe if this bill
be thrown. out, that any one will have less of
such . liberty than they otherwise would? He
knows not much of the history of the country if
he canaet find gome at this side who have done
something for liberty, and who appreciate its va-
lue as much as- gentlemen opposite, But we
know, the drift.of the hon, gentleman’s speech,

A curious specimen of debate was exhibited
on an- evening recently. I was amused, sir, to
see, after such .& man as the member for Inver-
ness had enlightened the hounse, that the member
for Victoria should be let - off against him. I do
not complain, but if that is to be the ‘mode, it
will sometimes seem very ridiculous. I remem-
ber that Doctor Johuston said, in  reference to'a
small book with a large préface; that it was like

a 24 pounder at the door of & pig sty. If gentle-

men. ‘opposite- considered ' how. uiegual the odds
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are, and how near political annihilation the hon,
member goes on such occasions, they might spare
us the pain and anxiety of such' exhibitions, I
could not exactly understand what the member
for Sydney said, but I caught a word here and
there ; and among the rest, he tried to make the
house believe that if it only were rid of me, a
saving of £1000 a year would be. thereby effec.
ted ; for that I took about 15 days'of ‘the session
as my share. Well, perhapsthat may Le thought
a moderate share of the time, considering' the
amount of information I communicate; and I
do not know that the business of the coun
would go on much  better if the member for
Windeor were omitted, and such 'as the member
for Sydney continged. Far as my constituents
are concerned, I dure say they are coutent to .
allow matters remain as they are. The hon.
member for Victoria spoke of a practical grie
vance, and I procced to show how it may be
dealt with practically. The hon. gentlemanissg .
member of government, and the existing instita-
tions of the province provides remedy for all
such grievances. He complains that a bill -
brought here by the member for Horton, impeo-
sing on the city the obligation to take stock on
the railroad, to the amount of £100,000, accor-
ding to agreement, was rejected in the other
branch, and that it was so rejected by members
who resided in the city. Is that the case? (Mr.
Howe referred to the Journals of the Legislative
Council, to shew that three or four other gentle-
men voted against the bill.) Several gentlemen
there, whether right or wrong on. that question,
proved that they were superior to mere local in-
fluences on such subjects. But the bill being
destroyed, if that was a grievance, how did the
constitution provide a remedy? One or two of .
the colleagues of . the hon. gentleman, and their
sapporters, voted for the rejection of the hill.
But the member for Victoria should not pull
down the constitution on that account,—it pre-

sented a less hazardous remedy. What could the

members for Victoria and Horton have  done on
that occasion? The member for Victoria might
have said to the leader of the government,—my
colleague has helped to. destroy a bill which I -
consider valuable, and which was sustained by &
large m