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.+ PREFACE.

msmmmos

As I have reason to believe that the most important of my despatches from Upper Canada
were, contrary to usual custom, submitted for the decision of the Cabinet, I am perfectly sen-
sible that the publication of this volume must draw upon me the whole force of Government.

'The despatches which it contains were almost, wnhout exception, written either during
the day, while I was constantly interrupted, or late at nmbt, when I was tired. Several were
actually despatched in the rounh draft, and such was the pressure of public business, that l ‘
liad seldom time to revise them.

The general plan of my communications to the Colonial Office was unequivocally to ex-
plain the e\pected result of my proposed measures, which, having been long ago carried into
effect, must now be tested by the triple ordeal of the future, present, and past; and, as it has
so happened that this volume has been published with extraordinary celerity (it has Leen
printed in a week), I think it cannot be denied that,—as 1 have no political connexion with
any party, as I do not address myself to any party, and as there does not exist in either House
of Parliament a single member who can stand up and say that, directly or indirectly, T have |
in any way sohmted his assistance on this or any subject, —-I can have but little to support me
in an unequal contest but the justness of my cause.

"I have neither explanations nor professions to offer. VVhy do I publish these despatches?
Am I actuated by public principle or private feeling?  What do I expect to gain by the course
[ am adopting?  'Willit be of any service to the country in general, or to our North American
colonies in particular? |

To all of the above questions one answer will suffice.  Reader, peruse the volume, and then
Judge for yourself. Its copyright Thave presented to my worthy pubhsher and now, as I have -
"lono wished to do, submitted to the country the result of my experience in the administration
of the government of Upper Canada, I abandon it to find its own level among the mass of
Repor {s and Documents which are already ctrudglmg to obtain the consideration of the public.
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CHAPTER 1.

Preliminary History—The Elevation of Mr. M‘Kenzie, and the recall, by the Colonial Office, of His Excellency
‘ " Major General Sir Joha Culborne. ’ ‘ ‘

Mr. M‘KenziE, who has caused the effusion of so much British blood and money, was,
it is believed, an insignificant pedlar-lad, who, about eighteen years ago, having transferred
himself to America, under disreputable circumstances, succeeded in becoming the shop or
errand-boy of a notorivus Republican at Toronto. ‘

After living for some years in this description of society, he gradually brought himself
into notice by the extraordinary talent he displayed ininventing gross falsechoods, and, as his
radical associates acutely perccived that such poisonous ‘misrepresentations flowing through
the province would by degrees sicken the loyalty of those, who secluded in the backwoods,
were completely dependent for political information on the local press, he was strongly encou-

raged to throw aside his shopmau’s apron, and to set up a newspaper.

With this detestable object in view, Mr. MKenzie’s exertions for many years were really
“almost superhuman. Every hardship, whether of wood, wind, or weather, which the settler
encountered in his lonely residence in the' forest, was, by some falsehood or other, ingeniously
shown to proceed indirectly from Downing-street, or directly from the Government House, or
Legislative Council, at Toronto. Every magistrate, militia officer, postmaster, or school-
master, who in any way misbehaved himself, either in public or private, was declared to be an-
especial favourite of the Government; artfal comparisons were constantly unfairly made
between the condition of the old densely-peopled districts of the United States, and the young
gettlements of Upper Canada, the difference being of course attributed to the withering influ-
ence of monarchical institutions.  After these mischievous misrepresentations (which lowered
if it were possible, Mr. M:Kenzie in the estimation of every honest, intelligent man) had suffi-
ciently shaken the loyalty of those who, secluded in moral darkness, had anfortunately listened
1o his tales, he considered that the time had arrived for getting up some vague petition to the
Colonial Secretary for the general correction of « grievances.” In order to obtain sufficient
signatures for this purpose, it is perfectly notorious, thronghout Upper Canada, that the most
barefaced and impudent deceptions were practised. In various directions agents were employed
who, themselves, affixed the names or marks of all who could be induced to acknowledge they
had any one thing to complain of: indeed, several worthy individuals were added to the list,
who actually belicved they had joined in a loyal address. 'The names and signatures thus
collected in batches, on separate picces of paper, were then all pasted together, and, with
scarcely anything but these credentials in his wallet; and with unprincipled impudence as his
companion, this low adventurer (by one of those ecccentric chances which occasionally charac-
terise the course of an impostor’s life) returned to his mother-country, to introduce himself
in Downing-street to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, leaving behind him
in Upper Canada that kind of character which, with more wit than clegance, has been thus
quaintly described by an American writer :— o

« He ig, without exception, the most notorious liar in all our country. He lies out of every
pore in his skin.  Whether he he sleeping or waking, on foot or on horseback, talking with
his neighbours or writing for a newspaper, a multitudinous swarm of lies, visible, palpable,
and tangible, are buzzing and settling about him like flies around a horse in Auvgust.”

One would have thought that the infamous notoriety of this low-bred, vulgar man would
have secured the Governor and Legislature of Upper Canada from his libellons and seditious
accusations; but, alas! the very fact of his undertaking a journey of nearly 4000 miles shows
pretty clearly that Mr. M‘Kenzie shrewdly suspected that the Colonial Office would not be
very inimical to his demands. ‘ : '

The reception which Mr. M‘Kenzie met with in Downing-strect, he has hoastingly
explained by the fullowing letters, which are only a part of many he has published in Upper
Canada, in order trinmphantly to demonstrate the accredited importance with which?he had
been received, notwithstanding the docaments, of which he was the advocate, had not passed
té\rough the cxecutive government, or before either branch of the Legislature of Upper

anada. | S

A
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(Copy.)

Colonial Office, July 26, 1832.
Sir, ‘

Lord Goderich has desired me to acknowledge the receipt of your papers, and I have
the honour to inform you that his Lordship regrets he cannot appoint an earlier day than
Friday, the 3rd of August. On that day, however, at two o’clock, he will be glad to sece you
at this office.

| I have the honour to be,
Your most obedient,
‘ Humble Servant,
| ‘ | CHARLES DOUGLAS.
W. L. M‘Kenzig, Esquire,
19, Wakeficld-street,
Brunswick Square.

(Copy of Extract.) ‘
Downing Street, 8th September, 1832.
. SIR, : ‘ ‘
I am directed by Lord Goderich to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 27th
August and 5th September. 1In answer to these communications, I have to inform you that
the other addresses, as well as that from the Niagara district have in the usual manner been
laid before his Majesty, and you are at liberty to state this fact to the persons by whom they
have been signed, without receiving a separate answer to each. ‘

With respect to the war losses and the state of the repre;;entation, although, of course,
he can enter into no discussion with any private individual on those subjects, Lord .Goderich
is willing to receive and to pay such attention as they may seem to require to any further
written statements you may think fit to submit to him. If you have anything to offer which
can only be verbally communicated, his Lordship will not refuse on his return to town, to afford
you such opportunities of addressing him as his other avocations will allow.

‘ : (Signed) HOWICK.
To W. L. M‘Kenzig, Esquire.

(Copy-) ‘ ‘

Colonial Office, Tuesday, 26th.

Sir, o ‘

1 am desired by Lord Goderich to propose to you to call here on Saturday next, at two,

~ instead of tomorrow, at half-past twelve, as the House of Lords meet at one o’clock to send
up an address to his Majesty.

I am, Sir,
Your humble servant, ‘
‘ B.J. BALFOUR.

To W. L. M‘KenziE, Esquire,

ko 4o R
Colonial Office, November 2, T'uesday.
SIr, - ‘
Lord Goderich has desired me to express to you his regret that the pressure of business
should have prevented him secing you since his return to town. He now,begs leave to propose
one o’clgck on Tuesday next, at this office, for the interview you desire.

1 am, 8ir,

Your obedient Servant, ‘
B. J. BALFOUR.

W. L. M‘KenziE, Esquire,
&c. &
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Colonial Office, November 5th.

'Lord Goderich presents his' compliments to Mr.MKenzie. He finds himself obliged
to change the proposed hour for interview to-morrow to twelve o’clock instead of one, which
he hopes will not be inconvenient to Mr. M:Kenzie.

W. L. M‘Kenzig, Esquire.

Colonial Office, November 6th.

Lord Goderich is sorry to be again obliged to put Mr. M:Kenzie off.  He has now to
_propose twelve o’clock on Wednesday, instead of twelve to-morrow.

W. L. M‘'Kenzig, Esquire.

‘In this country, people will scarcely comprehend why Mr. M¢Kenzie should (writing the
words “Esquire’’ and “your most obedient humble scrvant” at full length) have published with
so much ostentation copies of the above commonplace communications. In a small commu-.
nity, however, considerable importance is attached to any interview with a minister; and in
colonial suciety this distinction is not only, by the vulgar, looked upon as an honour, but, by
the most sensible and reflecting, it is justly considered as a political advantage which may .
be productive of very serious resuls. :

The following memorandum, which Mr. M’Kenzie published in Upper Canada, together

with the notes which have been just quoted, sufficiently show the mischievous application that
may be made of these improper interviews.

(Copy-). . | |
Memorandum.—On Wednesday, the 7th of November, 1832, I had the honour of a very

long interview with the Secretary of State; and on the day following the despatch was
written, which is an answer, in part, to my representations.

(Signed) ~ W. L. MKENZIE.

The despatch from the Colonial Minister to His Excellency Sir John Colborne, to
which Mr. M'Keuzie here alludes, is one of the most extraordinary public dncuments ever
published in Upper Canada. It begins as follows :

(Copy.) . | |
| : Downing-street, Nov. 8, 1832.
Sir, v ‘ ‘ ‘ | |
During several months past, 1 have been in occasional communication with Mr.William
- M’Kenzie upon the subject of the grievances said to exist in Upper Canada, and for redress -
of which various petitious have.been addressed to His Majesty. I propose in this despatch
to follow Mr. M'Kenzie through those parts of his statement, respecting the representation

of the inhabitants in the House of General Assembly, which appear to me essential to the
consideration of the practical questions ke has undertaken to agitate, '

The-despatch accordingly obsequiously follows Mr. M'Kenzie through the whole course
of his most insulting abuse of the exccutive, legislative, civil and religious authorities of the
colony ; and in one instance, merely because Mr. M’Kenzie, an unprincipled, vagrant griev-
ance-monger, had complained ¢ that the law, as interpreted by the Court of Kjng's Bench,
entitles the county members only to wages,” without asking His Excellency Sir John
Colborne or the House of Assembly itself for explanation or vindication, the despatch says,
«“[ have no right to interfere with the deliberations of the Council, but I am able to signify
to you his Majesty’s pleasure that you should not oppose any objection to ANY LAW which
may be presented for your acceptance for placing the town and county representations on
the same footing in this respect.” : :

‘ Again, because Mr. M'Kenzie had complained that various religious bodies, not choosing

to take an oath, were excluded from the elective franchise, the despatch most humbly says,
«1 shall be happy to introduce a bill into parliament for amending this part of the constitu-
tional Act of 1791, unless there should appear to be some difficulty in that measure which
does not occur to me at present.” ‘ |
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The influence of the crown appears to have been as successfully attacked by Mr.
M’Kenzie as the great constitutional Act of 1791, for, in reply to Mr. M'Kenzie's accusa-
tions that “ the crown possessed an undiie inflaence in the Provincial Legislature,” the
despatch says, “ If this could be shown, his Majesty wonld not hesitate to assent to ANY LAW
which might be passed for the purpose of.limiting‘ the number of persons holding offices at
pleasure who should be permitted at one time to 8it there.” ‘

This uncalled for surrender of the influence of the crown, when compared with sncceed-
ing events, forms a most melancholy illustration of the following ominous prophecy, with
which it was officially accompanied: «Mr. M'Kenzie,” says the despatch to Sir John
Colborne, « has concluded his paper by predictions of bloodshed and civil war, and a dissolu-
tion of the connexion between Upper Canada and this kingdom. ‘ ‘

« But against gloomy prophecies of this nature every man conversant with public business
must learn to fortify his mind.  They have ever been the resource of those who endeavour
to extort from the fears of governm:nt concessions tn favour of whichno adequate reasons could
be urged.” ‘ o

ged.

Nothing could be more applicable to Mr. M’Kenzie than the above remark, and yet, as
if to prove how much easier it is to preach wisdom than to practise it, the despatch concludes
by saying to his Excellency Sir John Colborne,—

« 1 have received these docnments from Mr. M'Kenzie, not merely as expressing- his
own opinion, but also as explanatory of the views of those who have deputed him to represent
what they call their grievances to his Majesty. To them, the utmost possible respect is duc.

« Having wrilten this despatch with a view to publicity, you have my autherity ‘to make
it public in whatever manner you may think most couvenient.”

Now, instead of appearing at the Colonial Office as a broken-down pedlar and a noto-
rions disturber of the public mind, let us suppose that Mr. M'Kenzie had come from a distant
colony to the Horse Guards, to complain against the military officer in command,—can any
one belive that Lord Hill would have taken any other notice of the complainant than mildly,
but firmly, to have desired bim to transmit his comunication through his commaunding officer?

In case a sailor, or even a naval officer, were to come up to London to abuse his com-
modore, would not the Admiralty pursue the snme course, and ought not our colonial governors
and logislators to be supported by the Coloninl Office with that common caution which would
induce every judge and magistrate, or, indecd, any sensible person, not to deliver, or even to
form, an opinion on an cx parle statement 1 Yet, in the case before, us, the accusations of a
mian of broken character and fortune against his Excellency Sir John Colborne, against every
constituted authority, and against the fuclings of every respectable inhabitant in Upper Canada, -
were not only listencd to by repeated appointments, but replied to * with the utmost possible
respect” in the claborate despaich above alluded to. ‘ :

What were Sir John Colborne's feelings, on unexpectedly receiving this most extraordi-
nary cominunication, it surely canuot he necessury to divalge, as the sentiments of the other
two branches of the Legistature of Upper Canada sufficiently appear from the following
published extracts of their admirable, constitational, and indignant reply to the message in
which the Lieutenant Governor transinitted to them a copy of the unfortunate document in
question.

TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR JOHN COLBORNE,
: &c. &c. &c. |
May it prEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY !

We, his Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the legislative council of Upper Canada,
in provincial parliament assembled, beg leave to express our thanks to your Excellency for
laying before us an original despateh, written to_your Excellency by the Right Hon. the
Seerctary of Stute for the Colonies, on the 8th of November last, containing his Lordship's
observations at great length upon a variety of statements made to him by Mr. W, L.
M’Keuzie, an inhabitant of this town. ‘ ' :

The statements upon which these comments have been framed have also been laid
before us by your Excellency; but, without entering into any particular consideration of their
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contents, with which the council had little-desire to become acquainted, enough appears in
the tenor of his Lordship’s observations to make it manifest that those statements have been
made with a very unusual disregard of truth, and in a apirit of wanton and intemperate hostility
to the legislative and executive authorities in this province. ‘ :

‘We cannot say that it may not possibly give satisfaction to some persons in this province
1o observe the condescending and respectful manuer in which representations of so peculiar a
description, proceeding from an individual, have been received and replied to, notwithstanding
it was evident they were outrageously insulting to all the constituted authorities of this-colony,
and scarcely less so to the people at large, in imputing to them sentiments and feelings by
which they never have been, and we are convinced never will be, actuated. Tt is not in the
nature of things, however, that the legislative council, or that any portion of the people in this
rovince, of sound hearts and understandings, having the truth u..der their view, can regard
cuch statements as compose Mr. M‘Kenzie's voluminous correspondence with his Majesty’s -
Secretary of State in any other manner than with the most unqualified contempt—a contempt
which, upon every principle on which character is acquired or lost, we think 1t must be more .
conducive to the public interests and honour, and to all the ends of good government, 10 avow
than disclaim. So far, therefore, as the despatch of his Majesty’s Secretary of State is to be
considered as a reply to those statements, or as a commentary upon information derived from
the same source, we cannot regard it as calling for the serious attention of the legislative

council.

We appeal, however, to the intimate knowledge of this colony which your Excellency
has acquired during a residence of four years, for a confirmation of our remark, that; upon
several of the questions which in this despatch are most elaborately discussed, no dissatisfac-
tion or difficulty prevails, or ever has prevailed ; that no person living here ever heard ot
imagined before that they were seriously talked of or thought of as grievances; and that the
minds of the people are so far from being disquieted by them, that it is probable not a word
would be heard upon them in travelling from one extremity of the province to the other, and
in mingling with its industrious population through every portion of it. -

Tt has been painful to the Jegislative council to see that, in a discussion founded upoun’
these documents, the office of Licutenant-Governor of this province, and the names of some
of the most responsible of the King's servants, are even hypothetically connected with impu-
tations which no one can easily tolerate to find connected with his name.

(Signed)  JOHN B. ROBINSON,
SPEAKER.

Leg‘islative‘ Council Chamber,
2nd day of February, 1833.

¢ TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR JOHN COLBORNE,
- &e. &c. &c.

My 17 PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY :

We, his Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of Upper Canada, in Provin-
cial Parliament assembled, return our thanks for your Excellency’s message of the twelfth
day of January last, transmitting a despatch of the Right Hon. the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, in answer to certain letters and documents addressed to his Lordship for the purpose
of proving that the people of this happy and prosperous colony are oppressed and burthened
with grievances, and have become 8o discontented that there is danger of revolt and bloodshed,
unless these alleged burthens and grievances are removed and redressed. o :

We most readily concede that the noble Secretary of State was actuated by the best
motives in framing the despatch in question; but we cannot refrain from expressing our great
regret that it did not eccur to bis Lordship that allegations thus deeply affecting the character
of his Majesty’s subjects of Upper Canada rested on no better testimony than that of an
individual who had been twice expelled this House, and who, in consequence of his having
fabricated and reiterated libels of the grossest description, had been declared unfit and

“unworthy a seat in the Assembly during the present parliament. If this fact had occurred to
his Lordship, it is reasonable to suppose that he would not have felt himself at liberty to -~

B
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recognise the author of this additional calumny on the people of this province as the agent,
or as speaking the sentiments, of any portion of the loyal inhabitants of the province of Upper
Canada, and would therefore have considered it utterly unnecessary to enter intoso elaborate
an examination or refutation of anything advanced by him.

(Signed) ARCHIBALD M‘LEAN,
, | SPEAKER.
Commons House of Asssmbly,

9th day of February, 1833.

" One would have thought that the manly indignation displayed in these high-spirited,
Joyal remonstrances from both branches of the Canadian Legislature would have induced the
Colonial Office to have drawn in for ever the horns with which even then it was feeling its
way towards democracy: however, Mr. M<Kenzie had still access to the department, and, as
her Majesty’s Attorney and Solicitor gencrals of Upper Canada had joined in ignominiously
expelling him from the House of Assembly, he determined to endeavour to display the almost
royal influence he possessed, by making it appear that he had induced the Colonial. Minister
1o dismiss both these officers from his Majesty’s service. Accordingly, with this object in
view, he has published in Upper Canada the following note and memorandum :—

(Copy.) \ |
Lord Howick presents his compliments to Mr. M‘Kenzie, and will be happy to see him,
if he will be good enough to call on him, Monday, at twelve o’clock. ‘

Colonial Office, Tth March,‘1833. -

Memorandum.—This note was addressed to me on the occasion on which the Colonial
Office resolved to change the Attorney and Solicitor generals of Upper Canada, in answer to
my representations as to their conduct. :

(Signed) ~ W. L. M‘/KENZIE.

Accordingly, within onc_day of the date of Lord Howick’s note, a despatch (6th March,
1833, and published by Mr. M¢Kenzie) was addressed to Sir John Colborne, which, after
referring to the part which the two crown officers hnd taken in joining in the votes for the
expulsion of Mr. M‘Kenzie, concluded by saying, “I have received his Majesty’s commands
to inform you that he regrets that he can no longer avail himself of their services, and that,
from the time of your receiving this despatch, they are to be relieved from the duties imposed
upon them in their respective offices.”

At thie time this despatch was written it was known to every loyal man in the North
American colonies that Mr. M:Kenzie was secretly, in his heart, the same rebel and the
" same traitor which experience has since proved him to be; and, although ™ might have been
deemed impolitic in the crown officers to avow their natural hostility to such a being, yet the
bare fact of the Colonial Office publicly expelling them with ignominy at the very moment
when it was known that Mr. MKenzie was revelling in Downing-street, reading confidential
communications which ought never to have been submitted to him, had the effect of disheart-
ening the British, and of encouraging the republicans to believe most confidently that the
Colonial Office was with them, and that, with that resistless engine to agsist them, their dark
* pameless object must eventually succeed. ‘ :

On Mr. M‘Kenzie's return from England he was accordingly hailed by the republicans,
or anti-British, as their #conquering hero,” and, supported as he had been in Downing-street,
~ jt was not surprising that he succeeded in regaining a seat in the House of Assembly, where
he was enabled to ejaculate falsehoods almost faster than his own infamous newspaper and

the republican press could manage to print them.

The loyal being dispirited, it was not surprising that at the next election the republicans
should be successful. Accordingly, at the meeting of the session in January, 1835, a large
majority of republican members (13 of whom actually were Americans) was obtained. Mr.
Bidwell, an avowed enemy to monarchical institutions, and an incurable American in his
mind, manner, and utterance, was elected Speaker ; and, as Mr. M‘Kenzie's grievances had
proved so fruitful and so successful to the radical. cause, it was determined to sicken the
loyalists by a second dose, and, accordingly, before the session was a fortnight old, a griev-

ance cominittee was appointed as followsi—
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1. W. L. MKenzie, | _ |
For whose apprehension for treason, maurder, arson, and highway robbery a reward of £1,000
‘ is now offered.

2. T. D. Motrison, | ‘ | |
Since tried for treason, and has suddenly quitted the province.

3. David Gibson, _

One of M‘Kenzie's principal officers in the battle of Gallows Hill, on which day, having
" absconded, he is now out-lawed as a traitor, a reward of £500 having been offered
for his apprehension. ‘

4. Charles Waters,
A notorious republican.

" Although the transparent veil, which covered rather than concealed the character of
this committee, had not as yet rebelliously been cast aside, still it was just as evident in our
North American colonies then as it is now, that the whole and sole objects for which these
republicans were striving were— ' ‘

1. Separation of the Canadas from the mother-country.
2. The robbery and murder of the loyal inhabitants.

3. The attainment of that general letter of licence which is the natural effect, in a young,
thinly peopled country, of a sudden transition to democracy.

‘ It was perfectly well known to every man of character in Upper Canada that, because the
report of this Grievance Committee would be written by its chairman, Mr. M‘Kenzie, it could
possibly not, in the natare of things, contain anything but a confused mass of falsehoods and
misrepresentations, forming the basis of new demands upon the Colonial Office, that the
power of the Lieutenant-Governor should be weakened—that his Executive Council should
be made “responsible to the people,” and that the Legislative Council, which corresponds
with our House of Lords, should also be elected by “the people.” ‘

All this being clearly foreseen, it became necessary for Mr. M<Kenzie and his colleagues,
in delivering themselves of their report, to have recourse to a considerable degree of strata-
gem. Accordingly, a very few days before the close of the session, Mr. M‘Kenzie, at wid-
night, brought up in the House of Assembly, when it was thinly attended, this report of the
Grievance Committee, which, WITHOUT BEING READ, was merely received and laid on the

" table. [t was not adopted, but, on its being artfully proposed that 2000 copies of it should
be printed in “pamphlet form” (thereby giving the house to understand that this report,
whatever it might contain, was after all a mere pamphlet), even this was opposed ,and even-
wally carried only by a majority of eight.

~ On the following morning, and on the two succeeding days, several members inquired
for this Grievance Report, but for three days it could not anywhere be found, until it was again
produced by Mr. M¢Kenzie himself, who was obliged to confess he had taken it home with
him: and it is now well known that he did so for the purpose of surreptitiously inserting,

~ previous to its being printed, a quantity of additional matter; and with this base transaction
the session closed. ‘ |

At the end of May the report of the Committee was printed, and, when it made its.
appearance, instead of being in “pamphlet form,” it turned out to be a large octavo grievance
volume, in boards, containing 553 closely-printed pages; and it has been calculated (I believe
accurately) that there exist in this book more than three times as many gross falsehoods as
pages! ‘ ‘
As every respectable inhabitant in the colony knew that nothing but wilful misrepresen-
tations could prodeed from the pen of Mr. M*Kenzie, the insulting libels which this report
contained on the Executive Government, the Executive Council, the Legislative Council, and
on every thing that is venerated in our social fabric, were treated with indifference and con-
tempt, and by no one more so than by His Excellency Sir John Colborne, who at once forwarded
the infamous volume to the Colonial Office, with a few short observations, pointing out the
glaring “falsehoods” it contained. | ‘
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'On the arrival in Downing-street of this huge book of grievances, declared by the Lieu-
tenant-Governor to be full of ¢ falsehoods,” which had not appeared before oreven been alluded
to by the Legislative or Executive Councils, and which had neither been read nor adopted by
the House of the representatives of the people of Upper Canada, one would have thought that
the Colonial Office would have recollected the punishment under which it had lately smarted—
first, by the stern, manly rebuke it had received from both Houses of the Legislature, for having,
without consulting them, recommended legislative proceedings on Mr. M:Kenzie's alleged
grievances-—-nnd, secondly, by the humiliating necessity to which it had been reduced, of
publicly restoring to office the two crown officers who (Mr. M<Kenzie has stated) were
dismissed in consequence of kés representation.

One would have thought that, as “ a burnt child dreads the fire,” such fatal experience
would have taught the Colonial Office to shudder at the very name of Mr. M<Kenzie— that it
would have taught the Office to place a just confidence in the Lieutenant-Governor of the
colony, and never again by listening to ex-parte unofficial statements, to subvert all rule and
government, by giving the Governor and Legislature the go-by. But the policy of the Colo-
nial Office was immovcable—its course unalterable—its malady incurable ; and, though it was
perfectly aware of the struggle that was taking place.on the continent of America between
monarchy and democracy, it deliberately threw ils immense influence into the wrong scale!

Accordingly, instead of disregarding this unadopted, and even unread, report of a party
who have since shown they were a nest of traitors ; instead of supporting the Executive Go:
vernment, which had been infamously reviled, they came to the determination, not only to recall
His Excellency Sir John Colborne from his post, principally because he had treated this
report with silent contempt, but, as if to gild the fame, or rather the infamy of Mr. M<Kenzie,
they resolved to submit for the King's approval a series of drastic remedies for almost all the
fictitious disorders which the wicked report of ‘Mr. M‘Kenzie had detailed. That brave and
gallant veteran officer Sir John Colborne (whom though a slight difference exists between us,
1 both respect and regard) was accordingly officially apprized that he would immediately be
removed —remedial concessions were framed—the loyal population were again disheartened
—the republicans again improperly boasted that the Home Government was with them ;—and
thus ends the first chapter of the political accidents it has become my melancholy fortune to
relate. ‘ ‘
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CHAPTER IL

The History of my Appointment t0 the Government of Upper Canada in No&ember, 1835.

Irhad blownalmosta hutricane from the S.8. W.—the sheepin Romney Marsh had huddled
together in groupsétlle cattle, afraid to feed, were still standing with their tails to the storm
—F had been all day immured in New Romney with the board of guardians of -the Marsh
Union ; and though, several timesmy horse had been neatly blown off the road, I'had managed
to return to my lodging at Cranbrook ; and, with my head full of the unions, parishes, magis-
trates, guardians, relieving officers, and paupers of the county of Kent, like Abon Hassan, 1
had retired to rest, and for several hours had been fast asleep, when, about midnight, I was -
suddenly ewakened by the servant of my lodging, who, with & letter in one hand, and in the

“other a tallow candle, illnmining an honest countenance, not altogether free from alarm, har-

riedly informed me, That a King's Officer had come after me!”

What could possibly be the matter i the workhouse of this busy world I could not clearly
conceive ; however, sitting up in my bed, lopened the letter, which, to my utter astonishment, was
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, expressing a wish that I should accept the govern-
ment of Upper Canada ; and that, if possible, 1 would call npon him with my answer, at half-

past_eiglit the following morning, as at nine o'clock he was to set out for Brighton, to see
the King. ‘ S

As I was totally unconnected with every member of the Government, and had never had
the honour even of seeing Lord Gleneig in my life, I was altogether at a loss to conceive why
this appointment‘Should have been offered to me. However, as it appeared there was no time
to be lost, Limmediately got up, and, retarning to London inthe chaise of the King's messenger
who had brought me the communication, I reached my own house at Kensington at six o’clock,
and having consulted with my family, whose opinions on the subject of the appointment I

found completely coincided with my own, I waited upon Lord Glenelg at his residence, at the .
hour appointed ( half-past eight,) when I most x"espectfully, and very gratefully, declined the

“appointment.

To thig determination Lord Glenelg very obligingly replied, by repeating to me his wish
to be enabled to submit my name to the King for so important and difficult a trust : he begged
me to reconsider the subject; and, in order that I might be enabled to do so, he requested me
to go and converse with his under-secretary, Mr. Stephen, who, his Lordship said would give
me every information on the subject. ‘ ‘ | : |

Nothing could be more uncongenial to my habits, disposition, and opinions than the station
that was offered tome : while on the other hand, as regarded my appointment in the poor-law
commission, never had 1 been engaged in & gervice the duaties of which had so completely
engrossed my mind. Rightly or wrongly, it now matters not, I fancied that, against prejudice
and clamour, I should eventually succeed in the noblest, and to my mind the most interesting
of nll services, that of reviving the character and condition of the English labourer ; and as,
notwithstanding the unpopu]arity of the new Act, I had, thanks to the magistrates, yeomanry,
and farmers of the county of Kent, carried it into effect by acclamation, the pleasure as well
as interest of the task was daily increasing. ‘

If the poor-law commissioners had expressed the slightest wish to remove me from Kent
to any station of greater difficulty, or even of danger, it would of course have been my especial
duty not to have Jeclined ; but as the Colonial Office had not the slightest claim upon me,
and as I was really grossly ignorant of everything that in any way related to the government .
of our colonies, I continued, 8o far as my own wishes, and even interests were concerned, to

adhere to my opinion. o, ‘

Still, however, 1 did not like to persist in refusing my humble services to the King’s
Government, after they had been twice required of me; and accordingly, walking towards
Downing-street, under this confliction of feelings, it was with considerable reluctance that I
entered the door of the Colonial-Office. - ‘ '

C
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In obedience to a principle which I need not répeat, I at last without any further reférence
to my family, expressed to Mr. Stephen that I would undertake the duty ; and accordingly a
letter was, without delay despatched to Brighton to Lord Glenelg, who, on receiving it, imme- -
diately submitted to the King my name, of which his Majesty was gracivusly pleased to
approve. : ‘ )

I must now mention a few details which, though not very interesting to relate, had perhaps
better not be withheld from the public. . ‘

In my interview with Mr. Stephen I learnt that, from motives of economy, which, in a
" moment of so much alleged danger, I could not clearly comprehend, there would be a difficulty
in continuing to me an aid-de-camp, and that, not only was I to reccive £500 a-year less
salary than my predecessor, but that, instead of his military remnneration, which amounted,
I understood, to nearly £1000 a-year, I was to forfeit to the Government my half-pay as
major in the army. : ‘ ‘

With respect to these arrangements, I at once very distinctly observed to Mr. Stephen
that, although it was, of course, utterly impossible for me even to imagine what would be the
official expenses to which 1 should be subjected, yet that, as so many governors, one after
another, were supposed to have failed in their missions, and as the difficulties which had
overcome them were declared to have increased rather than to have diminished, I considered
it was unreasonable, as well as imprudent, in the Government to ask me to encounter them
with diminished means. - I told Mr. Stephen that to go without an aid-de-camp to a disturbed
colony, where the Governor had always been seen to have onc, would in my opinion be
impolitic; and 1 added that, as I was altogether below my predecessors (Sir Peregrine
Maitland and Sir John Colborne) in military rank, and that as 1 was to be divested of the
command of the troops, I thought the civil elevation of a baronetcy ought to be conferred
upon me.

In short, my argument ran upon the theory that 1 thought I ought not to go into action
without as many shot in my locker, and as much support, as my predecessors had had. 1
. declared I wanted no more. : ‘

In reply, Mr. Stcphen admitted the justness of my theory. He told me that I ought to
have an aid-de-camp—that he thought I should be justified in insisting that my official
expenses, as Lord Gosford’s had been, should be defrayed—that if a batch of baronets were
to be created there would be no difficulty; but there were so many applications for the
distinction, that he thought Lord Melbourne might feel he would create jealousy by a single
appointment. : ‘

The following day I did not see Lord Glenelg; but, as I had been apprized that, in
order that the King’s promise to the Legislature of Upper Canada, to give his answer in
January, should not be broken, it would be nccessary I should sail in a very few. days, [
thought it advisable that, before 1 was gazetted, I should repeat in wriling the requests 1 had
made to Mr. Stephen. I accordingly did this, and myself delivered the communication to
Mr. Stephen, who however advised me not to force it officially upon Lord Glenelg, bat to
leave him perhaps to speak to his Lordship on the subject.

I had, I think, only one short interview with Lord Glenelg before I went to the King,
at which, though my attention was of course occupied with higher subjects, 1 very shortly
submitted to his Lordship (in presence, if I recollect right, of Sir George Grey) the propriety
of my being raised as nearly as possible to the same level as my predecessor, to which general
theoty Lord Glenelg with his usual kindness of manner replied, “There is much trath in
what you say.” ‘ -

On my arrival at Brighton, in order to be presented to the King, I explained the diffi- |
culty which had been raised about my aid-de-camp, to which it was replied, “You really
ought not to go out without one !” ‘

Everybody thus seemed to agree with my theory, and yet nothing was settled. At last
Mr. Stephen took me to Lord Howick, and after considerable trouble I was authorised to
appoint Lieut. Halkett, of the Coldstream Guards, as my aid-de-camp. |

As my time was very short, my attention was much engrossed in reading over a volumi-
nous correspondence which was placed before me in the Colonial Office. I had to wind up, or

rathet to cut, the thread of my business with the Poor~Law Commission, and had also my
private affairs to settle; accordingly the day of my departure arrived without any terms with
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the Government having been satisfactorily settled. I had been subjected to considerable
Josses by being called upon so suddenly to break up my establishment ; and for temporary
outfit I had been thus subjected to expenses exceeding £500. ‘ ‘

In order that the King's promise to the Legislature of Upper Canada should be falfilled,
instead of being sent, as had been customary, in a King's ship, I was desired to proceed with
my saite, which consisted of my aid-de-camp, my civil secretary, &c., by the packet to New
York, from whence I was to transport them, as well as my baggage, in the depth of winter,
through the United States to Canada; and, in order to indemnify me for all these losses,
outfit, and expenses, 1 was offered on the morning of my departure £300, of which, 1 was

told, it would be necessary to retain £230 for the fees of my commission.

With my suite T immediately set off for Liverpool, and I was ‘on board the New York
packet, which was actually moving out of the harbour, when an official letter was delivered
to me by post, cancelling the appointment of my aid-de-camp ! ‘ ‘

‘ There was of course no time to remonstrate : however, as Lieat. Halkett, in order to
join me, had obtained from the commanding officér of his regiment a year’s leave of absence,
1 begged he would employ it by accompanying me to Toronto as my guest, which he accord-
ingly did. | N | ‘

My arrival in Upper Canada will form the subject of the next chapter. I will therefore
merely here state that, in the very few words which passed between Sir John Colborne and
myself on the subject of official expenses, Sir John mentioned to me, in general terms, that
these expenses had, during the ten years he had administered the government, exceeded his
salary of Governor; and I had scarcely thus learned that the theory 1 had asserted in the

“Colonial Office was a practical fact, when I found that, even’ before I was sworn in, I was
debtor to Sir John Colborne £1050 for stoves, kitchen apparatus, furniture of public rooms,
&c., and that I should be required to pay another £1000 for horses, carriages, sleighs, linen,
liveries, additional furniture, &c. = ‘

Considering that our valuable North American colonies were supposed almost by every-
body in England, and especially by the Government, to be on the point of separating them-
selves from the parent state, T will merely ask, was it even politic in the King’s Government
to despatch me on so forlorn a hope, not only without sufficient means, but, morally speaking,
as destitute of ammunition as General Whitelock’s men were, when, without flints or fixed
bayonets, they were wilfully marched towards inevitable defeat !

Whatever may be the opinion of the public on this subject, I shall always believe that, had
I, inexperienced and unsupported, fallen as soon as I reached my post, his Majesty’s Govern-
ment would have been liable to impeachment for thedoss of our North American colonies. Never-
theless, I really do them the justice to believe that they were so intoxicated by the insane
theory of conciliating democracy, that they actually believed the people of Upper Canada
would throw up their hats and be delighted at the vulgarity of seeing the representative of their
~ sovereign arrive among them as an actor of all work, without dignity of station, demeanour, or
conduct: in short, like a republican governor, who, from his cradle has been brought upto
reckon “that all men are born equal”’—that the fabric of human society has neither top nor
bottom—that the protection of property of all description belongs to the multitude, and that
the will of the mob is the real “law of the land.” -
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CHAPTER III.

My arrival at Toronto—Strange impression cohcefning me—The conduct of the Loyalists—and of the‘Repnblicans——
Copy of letter from Mr. Joseph Hume to Mr. M‘Kenzie, found among Monsieur Papineau’s baggage—My
communication to His Majesty’s Goveroment. : ‘ ‘

‘ Trere would be no end to this chapter were 1 tc;‘dc_esclribe the simplicicy of mind, ill-
naturedly called ignorance, with which I approached the city of Toronto. : :

With Mr. M¢Kenzie's heavy book of lamentations in my portmantean, and with my reme-
dial instructions in my writing-case, 1 considered myself as a political physician, who, whether
regularly educated or not, was abont to effect a surprising cure: for, as I never doubted for a -
moment either the existence of the 553 pages of grievances, nor that I would mercilessly des-
troy them root and branch, I felt perfectly confident that I should very soon be able proudly to
report that the grievances of Upper Canada were defanct—in fact, that I had veni-ed, vidi-ed,
and vici-ed them. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

As, however, T was no more connected with human politics than the horses that were
drawing me—as I had never joined any political party, had never attended a political discus-
sion, und had never even voted at an election, or taken any part in onc—it was with no little
surprise that, as I drove into Toronto, I observed the walls placarded in large letters which
designated me as ‘ ‘ .

«Sr Francis Heap, o TRIED REFORMER.”

I could soon see that the loyalists looked upon me in this light, and, accordingly, on the
very first appointment, that of Surveyor-Geueral, which they themselves forced me to make,
they almost one and all joined in a very improper petition to the King, which T am sure they
have all since deeply regretted.

Exposed as T knew I nust be to the political storm, it was to me a matter of the most
perfect indifference from which quarter of the compass it proceeded. “I have the grievances
Al

of Upper Canada,” 1said to myself, “ and I have their remedies ;” and, whether the Tories
liked the medicine or whether they did not, I cared not a single straw.

Among those who in private audience presented themselves to me was Mr. Bidwell, the

]

Speaker of the House of Assembly. . ‘

To this gentleman, who was the leader of the republicans, I expressed the same language
which I had addressed to the leaders of the opposite party. I told him plainly that I was an
inexperienced man, but that T would deal honestly towards the country ; and, being resolutely
determined to correct the grievances of the province, Iat once took up the book which contained
them, and invited Mr. Bidwell to converse with me frecly on the subject.

'I'o my utter astonishment, he told me that there were grievances not at all detailed in that
book, which *the people” had long endured and were still enduring with great patience ; that
there was no desire to rebel, but that a morbid feeling of dissatisfaction was daily increasing—
that increase it would, and that, in fact, if it had not been distinctly stated that I was the bearer
of new instructions, those with whom he was associated had come to the determination never
to meet in provincial parliament again. ~ * What, do you mean, Sir,” said I, ““that this book
of grievances, which 1 have been especially sent to correct, does not contain the complaints of
the province?!” Mr. Bidwell repeated his former answer, and, from that day to the hour of .
his leaving the country, never could I get him to look at the book of grievances, but whenever
1 referred to it he invariably tried to decoy me to some other Will-o'-the-wisp complaint,
which in like manner would have flown away before me had I attempted to approach it.

When Mr. M‘Kenzie, bringing with him a letter of introduction from Mr. Hume, called
upon me, L thought that of course HE would be too happy to discuss with me the contents of
his own book, but his mind seemed to nauseate its subjects even more than Mr. Bidwell’s.
Afraid to look me in the fuce, he sat, with his feet not reaching the ground, and With his

" countenance averted from me, at an angle of about 70 degrees; while, with the eccentricity,
the volubility, and indeed the appearance of a madman, the tiny creature raved in all direc-
tions about grievances here, and grievances there, which the Committee, he said, had not
ventured to enumerate. o o
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« 8ir” I exclaimed, © Let us cure what we have got here first!” pointing. to the book
before me. - But no, nothing that I could say would induce this pedler to face his own report;
and I soon fonnd that the book had the same effect upon all the republican members, and
that, like the repellent end of a magnet, I had only to present it to the radicals to drive them
from the very object which His Majesty's Government expected would have possessed
attraction. ‘ o ‘ : S

Although T had arrived in total darkness, the light of truth at once now bursting upon
my mind, I perceived most clearly that the republicans had over-reached themselves; or, in
still plainer terms, that they had killed the goose which had been laying them golden eggs.
_ The following Guy-Faux letter from Mr. Joseph Hume, M. P., to Mr. M‘Kenzie, points out
the cautious, cunning, bit-by-bit course of *“reform,” which, in order to attain their treasonable
object, the republicans in our colonies ought to have adopted, instead of dangerously asking
for too much at a time, or of ever rashly committing the sum total of their grievances to

paper. | | o ‘
This letter, which was taken among Mr. Papineau’s baggage after he had absconded,
was endorsed in the traitor’s own hand-writing as follows :

« Jos. Hume. Addressed to W. L. ‘M‘Kenzie, advice respecting the policy |
to be pursued by him.” ‘ ‘

«To William Lyon M‘Kenzie, of Toronto.”

‘ « London, December 5th, 1835. .
«My DEAR SIg, ‘ ‘

« You will learn, with as much pleasure as surprise, of the recall of your present Lieu- -
tenant-Governor, and of the appointment of Sir Francis Head to succeed him. Of the causes
which produced this very fortunate change I will not now dilate, but congratulate you and
the people of the province of the choice made of Sir Francis. | |

« Sir Francis is known as the author of ¢ Observations on South America,” whither he
went on some mining expedition, and as the author of the ‘Bubbles of the Brunnens.’ He
has been employed as poor-law commissioner in Kent, and his conduct and principles have
been much approved of. ‘ .

« He has been selected as a civilian, as I hope it is now the determination to send
civilians as governors, instead of the military men, as heretofore. Sir Francis has, therefore,
I believe, sold out of the army. I send you a letter of introduction to Sir Francis, to whom
I have given* the 1st and 7th Report of your Committee of Grievances, that he may read
and study them on his voyage to Canada ; I gave him some of your late letters to me to read,
so that ke might know the grievances you have to complain of, and arrive in some degree
acquainted with your province. If I had your other reports, I should have given him a copy.
1 gave my first copy to Sir George Grey, Under Secretary, and Mr. Chapman has replaced
that one by those you sent him. ~ If these had been in time, I should have met Sir Francis:
Head, and have explained to him my view of your situation, but I have written to him shortly
on these subjects. I enclose you a letter to him, and send you a copy of that letter, that
you may see what I have said to him. | ‘

« My anxiety is, that you and all the reformers should receive Sir Francis in the best
possible manner, and do everything consistent with principle to meet his views and wishes.
We think Sir Francis will do what is possible to conciliate and settle matters, and you must
make allowance for the instructions he may have from Downing Street, where I do not think
they have yet come to the resolution of doing to the colonists what they are doing, or striving
to do, for the people of the United Kingdom. o

“ When I tell you that to us, who are on the spot, and watching every movement of
ministers, there appears to be a reluctance to make. reforms efficient for the objects con--
templated, and that we have still the battle to fight for extended suffrage—for protection for -
our electors in voting—for equal civil rights to all classes of religious opinions—for reform
in our courts of law, &c., you must not be surprised if the ministers are not prepared to yield

* Mr. Hume sent these reports and letters to me. He wrote me a note proposing an interview, which I polilély
declined, and, after having road his papers, returned them by a messenger.~F. B, H. ‘
D . ‘ ‘ ‘
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you an elective Legislative Assembly, which is one chief object of your demands.  You must
have patience, and take as much as you can get quietly. 1 approve much of the spirit of the
speech of Lord Gosford to the Assembly of Lower Canada, and trust that Sir Francis Head
will do as much for you. In that case, and you will be right to demand equal justice, 1
would have you moderate your demands for the Legislative Council, and get all the other
rights fairly ‘estublished. 1f 1 could have influence with Mr. Papineau and his associates, I
would counsel him to accept cheerfully the proffered concessions by the Government, and
give a fair trial to the Government under the new and improved system. You must bear in
mind that the conduct of the Ifouse of Lords in the last session has raised in the minds of
the reformers here a conviction, as strong as it can be either in Upper or Lower Canada, that
the Honse of Lords should be clective and responsible, and I have given notice fur an inquiry,
with that view, in the ensning session.  We do not expect to carry that ‘mecasure, as Lord
John Russcll has, in public speeches; declared his intention to resist—to resist any interfer-
“ence with the House of Lords and their privileges. But we shall discuss the nawre and
constitution and power of that House, and take, in the mean time, all the concessions we can,
‘to complete the Reform Bill, and other measures now in progress. We do this to get quietly’
what can be used afterards for getting more, if that shall after trial be nccessary. Your
demands respecting the Legislative Council are exactly the same in principle as ours respect-
ing the Lords. Respounsibility to the people in both countries T deem essential for good
government, and for the power and satisfaction of the people. But 1 must consider the resist-
ance to that concession, and wait the proper time for urging the demand, so as not to inter-
fere with other reform going on. : ‘ ‘ SR :

% Our object, thercfore, is your object ; and I request you to use your influence to prevent
that question, if it should not be yielded ‘by your Governor, from causing strife or ill-will.
between the Reformers and the Government. 1 observe that Lord Gosford has left the
Legislative Council, as to its clection by the people, vut of his speech ; but he has promised
to improve it by leaving out all those dependent functionaries, and you should try to get on
with that, the best you can, for sowe time. Whenever we succeed in England, you will have
1o difficulty in Canada in obtaining un improved Legislative Council, and I hope you will
keep that in view. ' ‘

«T wish yon would convey to Mr. Papineau, in Lower Canada, this opinion and advice,
as the one which all the best friends of Canada in this country wonld offer, and let them
consolidate and mature what his Lordship has offered to give them. ~ My friend Mr, Roebuck,
and some others here, are too sanguine, and disposed to demand too much, and in a manner
likely to do harm to the party here; and I should, therefore, be delighted to see a tone of
moderation and conciliation assumed by the popular party in both countries, in answer to the
overtures of the present Whig Government. You will bear in mind that the Liberal party
here have the conrt, the aristocracy, and the church all against them, and that it is sound policy
in the Radicals not to urge demands from the Whigs which shall, in any way, give ground for
the King to throw ofl’ the Whigs and to tuke the "Fories to power.  Every day the Whigs
remain in power, the power of the people is increasing, and the power of the Tories and the
church is decreasing; 1 thercfore entreat you to prevail upon the Reformers in both Canadas
" to act with moderation ; and, whilst they continue to state what their ultimate and just demands
are, reccive with conctliation what they can get towards the amelioration of your existing
grievances. ‘ ‘

«1f the Reformers, from the Ulra-Radieal to the milk-and-water Tory-Whig, had not
acted on these principles in the last session, the Tories would have remained in power, and
we should not have got Manicipal Reform and other reform, as now going on.

.

«You may take my ndvice, who have never flinched from giving an honest advice to the
Canadians, that the healing of their differences in the Canadas, by accepting the concessions
offeced, will please the Ministers here, and give satisfaction to the King, who is understood to
take a warm interest in your affairs. 7 'ake what you can get—petition for the rest; but use
cool language, and act with moderation in every way. You may trust to us here, that every
accession of right and power, by the people of the United Kingdom, will soon be returned to
the Canadians. 1 shall be pleased to hear from you fromn time to time, and, with best wishes
tor your success, ‘

«1 remain,
Yours obediently,

(Signed) «JOSEPH HUME.”
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«P, 8.—The Tories here have been boasting much of their success in the late registra-
tion of votes, but I believe without truth. - I believe Reformers are stronger than ever all over
the country, and that, with the aid of the Municipal Councils, the majority for Reform in the
House of Commons, in the next election, will be 150 at the least. - The Tories are boasting of
an early dissolation, and that Sir Robert Peel will again be in office soon; but, as the present
Ministry will not resign, I do not think the King will try another coup-d’-état, as he did in
November last year. ‘ o S

« From all this you n;ill conclude that the Whigs will remain, and, as they cannot stand
without the Radicals, the Ministers must be doing a little to please them, and thus the rights
of the people will be gradually secured. :

«J.HY

Having endeavoured to explain the position in which I found myself, after my first fort-
night’s experience in provincial government, I will now lay before my readers a despatch which
was written within a week of my arrival at Toronto. - ‘

‘ - Government House, Feb. 5, 1836.
My Lorp,

. 1n my despatch, No. 2, I informed your Lordship that I arrived at Toronto on the 23rd
ult. 1 had previously engaged apartments, for myself and the three gentlemen who accom-
panied me, at the principal hotel in this city, but on my arrival a letter from Sir John
Colborne was immediately delivered to me, by his aid-de-camp, inforning me that rooms
were prepared for me at Government-House. Requiring rest and quietness, I at first declined
the invitation ; bat, finding that party differences were running very high, and being desirous
to show that I had at least arrived with unbiassed feelings, 1 thought it better to accept than
to decline the attention that was offered to me, and Iaccordingly went to Government-House
‘on Saturday. ‘ ‘

On Monday 1 was sworn in as Lieutenant-Governor of this province, and the following
motning Sir John Colborne and his family left Toronto for Moutreal, accompanied, for a
few miles, by a vast concourse of people, who, I was happy to see, vied with each other in
testifying the sense they entertained of his amiable character and high moral worth.

On Sir John Colborne's departure I endeavoured to make myself acquainted with the
outline of public feeling in the province, by conversing calmly with the men of most ability
of all parties. I had several interviews with the chief-justice and the officers of the crown,
two long conversations with Mr. M‘Kenzie, member for York, two interviews with M-,
Bidwell, the Speaker of the House of Assembly, and with others.

As far as 1 was capable of jndging, it appeared to me that, in general terms, a good
feeling pervaded a majority of the people of this province, who, intently occupied in their
various locations, are naturally desirous to be tranquil, and equally disposed to be loyal.

That party feeling, however, and struggle for office, which have existed so strongly in
the mother-conntry, have produced similar excitements in this province; added to which,
strong republican principles have leaked into the country from the United States.  These .
various elements have long been conflicting together in the House of Assembly, which, I
firmly believe, misrepresents the geucral feeling and interests of the inhabitants, who, as I
have before said, ardently desire peace, tranquillity, and a continuance of exemption from
taxation. But, from the peculiar state of this infant society, all that is good and estimable
remains at the bottom, while the surface is agitated by factious discussions.

In England this evil would soon be corrected by the ebullition of a free press ; but the
greatest difficulty which seems to present itself is, that the pressis here conducted by editors
who, onall sides, not only misrepresent, but shamelessly falsify, all public events. In Toronto,
this unprincipled mode of warfare is 8o well understood, that it produces but little evil ; but
the dissemination of falsehood throughout the remote districts of the province, us well as in
Lower Canada, creates a moral contagion which it is almost impossible to arrest.

As far as T have been able to judge, Ishould say that the republican party are implacable ;
that no concession whatever would satisfy them, their self-interested object being to possess
themselves of the government of this province, for the sake of lucre and emolument.

Under these circumstances, I considered that the great danger I had to avoid was the
slightest attempt toconciliate any party : that the only course for me to adopt was to act fear-
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lessly, undisguisedly, and straightforwardly, for the interests of the country, to throw myself on
the good sense and good feeling of the people, and abide a result, which, I firmly believe, will
cventually be triumphant. :

Having resolved on this course, I verbally explained it to Mr. Bidwell, the Speaker of the
House of Assembly, a gentleman of unimpeachable moral character, but of strong republican
principles; to Mr. M¢Kenzie, one of the members for York ; to the various heads of parties;
and to the members of the Execative Government ; and, on the 27th ultimo, I delivered to the
two houses of the Legislature the following speech :—

Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislﬁtive Council, and Gentlemen of the House of
Assembly, ‘ :

As the Lieutenant-Governor of this province, L am commanded by the King to lay before
you the answer his Majesty has been pleased to give to the several addresses and represen-
tations which proceeded from the two branches of the Legislature during your last session.

This communication I shall submit to you in a Message, which will at once inform you
of the difficult and most important duties about to devolve upon me, as well as upon yourselves.

As regards myself, T have nothing either to promise or profess, but I trust T shall not call
in vain npon you to give me that loyal, constitutional, unbiassed, and fearless assistance which

. .

your King expects, and which the Tising interests of your country require.

The newspapers I have forwarded contain the Addresses I received fro;n the Legislative
Council, and from the House of Assembly, to which addresses I replied as follows :—

Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,

It is with much satisfaction that I receive your congratulations upon my assumption of
the government of this important province, and I cordially participate in the sentiments of
gratitude you express for the paternal solicitude of our most gracious Sovereign.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

I thank you for the address I have just had the pleasure to receive from you. Lappreciate
the liberality with which yon welcome my arrival among you. I am gratified to learn that
you sincerely desire cordially to co-operate with me in the arduous duties which, by command
of our revered Sovereign, we are about impartially to perform; and I look with confidence

towards the future for the continuance of your loyal support.

A great difficulty now arose in my mind, namely, whether my message should consist of
my instructions and appendix, as I received them, or whether I should condense them..

I at first attempted the latter course, but, in carrying it into cffect, I found the subjects so
important, the remedies to be applied requiring so unavoidably the explanatory arguments upon
which they had been prescribed, that I felt it was almost impossible for me to undertake cor-
rectly to translate them into other words. I also considered, that as nnexpected difficulties
had lately arisen in Lower Canada, and as the press was at that moment decrying * the trem-
bling Government of Great Britain,” any concession procecding from me might appear as if
extorted by the threats of the moment : whereas, I felt that if my instructions were given to
both Houses exactly as I received them, their date would clearly show that they had no refer-
ence whatever to the tumultuous proceedings of the day. ‘ ‘

1 had also reason to believe that the House of Assembly would not be satisfied with any-
thing short of the precise words of his Majesty’s Government, inasmuch as Sir John Colborne
had formally announced to them, that on my arrival the King’s answer to the addresses and
communications from both houses of the Provincial Legislature would be officially announced
1o them. " 1 felt confident that they would receive with the greatest suspicion and dissatisfac- -
tion any alteration made by me, and that although T might certainly assert the prerogative of
refusing to accede to their wishes, yet that such a course would belie the straightforward policy -
which 1 had declared T would adopt, and at once involve me in an ignominious dispute, atnount-
ing after all, to nothing less than a quibble, because as I was actually ordered by your Lord-
ship to give them the substance of my instructions, they might fairly argue that the substance
and the reality were and ought to be identical. :

It is true that by giving to them the Appendix which is an extract of Lord Gosford’s
instructions, I felt that T might possibly embarrass_ his Lordship and the Commissioner of
Inquiry ; but after giving the subject the best reflection I was able, I considered that the point.
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of all others on which the House of Assembly were most anxious to receive his Majesty’s
Jetermination, namely, the alteration, if any, In the Legislative Council, was only mentioned
jn my instructions by a reference to the said Appendix, and that the mannerin which it was
there treated was by arguments (which I could not presume to withold) avowedly declared to
be applicable to both the Canadas. ‘ : ‘ ‘

I also remembered, that in the draft of the instructions and Appendix originally given to

“me by your Lordship, I was ordered to give the “copy” of them to the provincial Legislature,

and that when the word * substance” was substituted for the word * copy,”* your Lordship

“will remember it wasexplained to me in England, thatthe alteration was merely made because

it had been considered undignified that it should appear, I was ordered to do so, your Lord-
ship observing to me, * But remember, the more you give them of it the better”

1 have not hesitated to make this explanation to your Lordship of the course I determined
to adopt, because, as regards Lord Gosford, 1 am not without the apprehensions I have stated.

For the reasons above stated, I accordingly forwarded a copy of my Instructions and
Appendix to each house of Parliament, in the form of a message, headed as follows :— |

Government House, 13th January, 1836

“ The Lieutenant-Governor transmits to the Legislative Council (House of Assembly)
the communication alluded to in his speech to the two Houses of the Legislature, on the 27th
instant. ‘ o

' «The Lieutenant-Governor was commanded by his Majesty to communicate the substance
of his instructions to both Houses of the Provincial Parliament, but considering it would be
more satisfactory to them to receive the whole, he accordingly transmits it herewith. ”

[ am well informed that the Legislative Council were highly satisfied with the above

message, and a deputation waited upon me with an address expressive of these sentiments.

The House of Assembly has not yet pronounced its opinion on the subject, but has merely
ordered 2000 copies of the message to be printed. A most violent discussion will of course
take place, and the result will pretty clearly determine the relative strength of the placable
and implacable parties in that House. ‘ ‘

Whatever may be the result, I shall steadily and straightly proceed in the course of policy
1 have adopted : 1 shall neither avoid nor rest upon any party, but after attentively listening -
to all opinions, I will, to the best of my judgment, do what is honest and right, firmly believ-
ing that the stability of the throne, the interests of this province, and the confidence of the
people can now only be secured by such a course.

1 have the‘honoqr to bé,
My Lord, |
Yoar Lordship’s‘ most obedient servant,

‘ F. B. HEAD. |
The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &ec. S .

As 1 had anticipated, the production of my Instructions embarrassed Lord Gosford in
the policy by which he was endeavouring to obtain his supplies. The Colonial Office joined
in the general disapprobation which, in London, was expressed at my conduct, although the
Office knew, as well as one who is still living knows, that in my Instructions, as they were
originally shown to the King, 1 was ordered to give “the copy,” and that it was his Majesty
himsclf who made the alteration, which was explained away to me by Lord Glenelg, as [
reminded his Lordship in the preceding despatch.

" ® This alteration was made by the King himself, ﬁho‘deeméd.it infra dig. that the Assembly of Upper Canada
should read that I was ordered to give them a copy of my instructions. His Majesty thought it better that the quantum
of the communication of my instructions should at least appear to be left to my discretion.

E
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CHAPTER 1V.

The Republicans are moriified—My Opinicns and Policy expressed to the Colonial Office—Am called vpon ta.
increase the Executive Council—Ominous Circumstances attending these Appointments—The Republicans
prepare to advance. o

AvthoucH the well-known blue-bound grievance book, which I constantly kept on my
table, acted as a talisman in driving from me the republican party, who apparently could
speak no language but that of indefinite complaint, yet 1 clearly foresaw that they would not
long submit to be thus easily defeated. Although nothing but polite expressions had passed
between us, it was perfectly evident to- me, that the Republicans were sorely mortified at
being, on all occasions, ¢ brought to book,” and that as their case had thus become desperate,
they were not merely waiting, but were eagerly seeking, for an opportunity to pick any quarrel
with me, that would enable them to join with Mr. Papineau and the House of Assembly of
‘Lower Canada in open rebellion. -~ Accordingly, though the main body of their forces con-
tinued stationary, it will appear from the folowing despatch, that, before 1 had been three
woeks in the Province, their skirmishers began to advance. ‘ ‘

No. 5.
‘GoveErNMENT-HoUSE,

Toronto, February 15th, 1836.
My Lorb, :

I have the hononr to enclose to your Lordship an address which T have received from
the House of Assembly. :

Your Lordship will per‘ceive that it was moved by Mr. M‘Kenzie, with the object publicly
to extract from me my opinions on various subjects, which have long been violently agitated
in the House by himself and others, and that in order to give unusual publicity to the address,

2000 copies have been ordered by the Huuse to be printed ; besides which, it has been copied
and published in most of the newspapers.

[ accordingly submit to your Lordship my answer to this address, which you will per-
ceive is written to meet the object to which I 'well know it is intended to be applied, namely,
tobe circulated throughout the Canadas.

I can assure your Lordship that I have had very satisfactory and amicable conversations
with a number of individuals of all parties ; and the more I reflect upon what I have heard and
observed, the more convinced T am that the population of Upper Canada will eventually rally
round this government, if it firmly and decidedly declares that itis determined to maintain the
comstitution inviolate, but to correct, cautiously, yet effectually, all real grievances.

As long as people in the remote districts are allowed to believe that the government. of
this province feels itself insecure, so long will they be disposed to attach themselves to what-
ever they are led to conceive has stabjlity and strength ; butif their own interests be appealed
to, if they find that we are anxious to infuse among them capital and population, both of which
they ardently desire, and that nothing but dissension prevents it, they will, I firmly believe,

“very quickly correct for themselves the greatest of all their grievances, namely, a factious
opposition to the British Government. :

S