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J. C. McLaren Belting Company
Limited
We are Headquarters for all kinds o]
BELTING LACE LEATHER CARD CLOTHING REEDS AND GENERAL
MILL SUPPLIES

Absolute Satisfaction Guaranteed

HEAD OFFICE AND FACTORY, MONTREAL, Que.

Branches:— ;
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Dominion Bridge Company, Limited

MONTREAL, P. Q.

et Brecton ot~ STEEL STRUCTURES

Railway and Highway Bridges, Turntables, Electric and Hand Power Travelling Cranes, Lift Locks and
Hydraulic Regulating Gates, Transmission Poles and Towers. Tank and Plate Work 'of every description.

FORGINGS Gear Cutting and General Machine Work MARINE BOILERS and ENGINES

P.O. Address: MONTREAL Head Office and Works: LACHINE LOCKS, P.Q. cable Address: “DOMINION"
Branch Offices & Works: TORONTO, OTTAWA, WINNIPEG  Sales Offices: MONTREAL, TORONTO, OTTAWA, WINNIPEG, REGINA, EDMONTON, VANCOUVER

LARGE STOCK OF STRUCTURAL MATERIAL AT ALL WORKS i

The Principal Cities in Canada are using our

Enamel Steel Street Names

and House Numbers

THEY LAST A LIFETIME
Made in Canada by

The Thos. Daviidsonlvil{gi.wgp., Limited I

Selling Agents:

sreet WARE J. N. WARMINTON & COMPANY
207 St. James St.-—Phone Main 2390-—Montreal, Que.
oot £ Write for prices and samples
:.] 866 : Ethgind?ﬁ?tcixalltl)g;r find his way around your City or Town

Are all Streets named and houses numbered up-to-date? %

The Canadian Bridge Co., imm

WALKERVILLE, ONT.
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Locomotive Turn Tables, Roofs, Steel Buildings and Structural Iron Work
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OU’VE seen it. The large Reel with // ‘ :

the Northern Electric Company’s —= A
‘name on either side. You can see it /j“ \

wherever wire work of any kind is l\\
- being done. In the small hamlets NP

and in the large cities throughout
the Dominion, it is a familiar sight by
the street-side.

Quality, Dependability and Service

Paper Insulated Lead Covered is what has made the NORTHERN

s R ELECTRIC COMPANY LIMITED

the largest manufacturers of bare
and insulated Wire and Cable,

Our Nearest House will be glad to
furnish specifications and prices on
g e e any type of bare or insulated wire
and cable for electrical purposes—

write us to-day.

Northernr Lloctric Company )

LIMITED
MONTREAL TORONTO REGINA
HALIFAX LONDON CALGARY

Paper Insulated Lead C. ed
i Yoo Clte | OTTAWA WINNIPEG VANCOUVER ‘—/J
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TOWNS THAT Hav

THIS PROTECTION KNOW THAT

™ Northernr  Floctrc
Gamewell Fire Alarm
e —

System cuts the conflagration
hazard to a minimum

—reduces actual losseg,
-—lowers insurance rates.
—attracts industries to the town.

—and marks a Progressive municipal
management.

You towns that have no such sys-
tem—and realize the danger—
should write for information con-
cerning its low cost—ease of in-
stallation angd ‘Proved efficiency.

Address our nearest house

Norttern Efecrric Company

LIMITED

MONTREAL OTTAWA WINNIPEG CALGARY
HALIFAX TORONTO REGINA VANCOUVER
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Canadian Representative : ; -
J. W. MawsoN, Diploma Civic Designs :
Liverpool University.
Also at London, Lancaster & New York
1100 Rogers Building, Vancouver, B.C.

THE CANADIAN MUNICIPAL JOURNAL
.COVERS EVERY CITY AND TOWN
IN CANADA.

T. Aird Murray, T. Lowes,
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A. HARRY WOLFE - MONTREAL
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BURNETT & McGUGAN

CIVIL ENGINEERS .
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urglars Chances Lessened
urglars Captured
ooty Recovered

These three things are more nearly assured by the Northern
Electric Police Alarm System than by any other system at
resent in operation. ;
urglars might as well expect to get away from an electric
; man trap, as to beat the Police Depart=
: ment that employs the Northern Elec-

tric Police Alarm System.

This system not only summons the
patrolman on the beat, butitsummons
every patrolman for miles around.
The Burglar is caught by the net
spread for him.

Write for full particulars of this most
efficient of all Police Alarm Systems.

Adaress the office nearest to you.
Northern Efectric Company
LIMITED

Montreal,
Halifax,
Ottawa,
Toronto,
London, .
Winnipeg,
Regina,
Calgary,
Vancouver

e Frectric

MAN-TRAP

SAVE. FUEL

BY USING

‘B& W’ BOILERS

Over 20,000,000 H. P. in Use

Steam Superheaters

Feed Water Heaters
Patent Mechanical Stokers

and

Electric Cranes

Babcock & Wilcox
Limited

St. Henry, g -
Toronto Office:

Montreal
Traders Bank Bldg.

ONDON CONGRETE MIAER Ko

JUST THE MACHINE FOR SMALL JOBS

Capacity 4 cu. feet per batch. 40 cu. yards per day.
Light and easily moved. Mixes any kind of concrete
or mortar.

Pays for itself in
15 days’ use.’

Send for Catalogue No. 1-4

London Concrete Machinery Co., Limited
Dept. 5 - - London, Ont.
World’s Largest Manufacturers of Concrete Machinery
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used Tarvia
last year —

It was 44 the year before.

So Tarvia grows !

Some of these towns used “Tarvia-B.” They sprayed
it cold on their old macadam and it united with the
stone making a tough surface that defied automo-
biles, water, and frost. On roads where it is suit-
able one inexpensive treatment lasts from one to
three yeors, a~cording to traffic,

Some of these towns used “Tarvia-A.” This is denser
and heavier than “Tarvia-B” and is applied hot. It
is more costly than “Tarvia-B” tut more durable in
its results on park-and pleasure-roads. Stone screen-
ings are usually applied when “Tarvia-A” is used,
and this grade of Tarvia has the necessary bonding
power to cement the new material to the roadbed.

Some of these towns used “Tarvia-X.” This is the
heaviest and densest grade, being so dense that it
will bond the broken stone within the road; pre-
venting internal movement and attrition and exclud-
ing frost. “Tarvia-X” was used for new roads and
reconstruction work, and its benefits will be appar-
ent for many years,

MONTREAL TORONTO

ST. JOHN, N.B.

SYDNEY, N.S.

y 4
Some of these towns used “Tarvia-KP,” a special
grade for patching. Théy cleaned out the hollows
in their old roads, painted them with “Tarvia-KP”
filled in with “KP” coated broken stone, tamped it
down and coated the top with more “Tarvia-KP”
and a little stone dust. Thereby they made the

weak spots equally as strong as the rest of the sur-
face.

Some of these towns used all four kinds of Tarvia,
each for its peculiar work.

All these towns saved money by using TarVIa, and
secured better roads,

Special Service Department

This company has a corps of trained engineers
and chemists who have given years of study to
modern road problems. The advice of these men
may be had for the asking by any one interes:ied.
If you will wire to the nearest office regarding
road problems and conditions in your vicinity, the
matter will be given prompt attention.

LIMITED

WINNIPEG VANCOUVER
HALIFAX, N.S,
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MONTREAL TUNNEL TERMINALS

The Commercial Metropolis has again led Can-
ada!

And in more than one way.

And without any cost to herself!

The solution of this puzzling statement is the
tunnelling of what Montrealers proudly call ‘‘The
Mountain’’ (as if it was the only one !) by the Can-
adian Northern Railway, and the introduction of
electric traction for city terminals in the city pro-
per. *

The stoppage of clouds of dirty smoke from
shunting railway engines in city terminals has long
been discussed, and advocated in Canada. This
has been accomplished in Montreal, for the C. N. R.
trains leave the new station on Lagauchetiere St.
by electric motors.

The beauty of ‘‘The Mountain’’ involved a draw-
back, for it hemmed the city in between itself and
the River, and thus proved an obstacle to the de-
velopment of the growing city. But by tunnelling
through it, the city is extended to the far side,
where there is ample room for a huge development.
For while the city had meantime gradually swept

Entrance to Mount Royal Tunnel.—C.N.R.

round the mountain’s base, much time was oeccu-
pied in the long ride round it. Now, a few minutes’
ride through the heart of the mountain, and the
suburbanite is earried from his home to his work.

Such are two of the great municipal problems
that have been solved by Mount Royal Tunnel.

But there are other outstanding features in its
inception and completion.

As an engineering feat it is remarkable, and it is
the longest tunnel in Eastern Canada.- It penetrates
an extinet voleano—and some sanguine people ex-
pected that if molten lava were not met, at least
heat could be secured that would render Montreal
independent of the Fuel Controller.

It is elaimed that it opens up a most picturesque
route to Ottawa, and the claim is well founded,

Leaving Montreal Tunnel Terminal (which is lo-
cated on'Lagauchetiere St. West, two blocks gast
of Dominion Square), is reminiscent Qf the termn}al
of a railway in the World’s Commercial Metropolis;
the sloping, rock-covered sides, crowned with
houses, and the yawning jaws of the tunnel recall

leaving London for the North.
Emerging from the tunnel, one sees the fertile

Electric Motors.—C.N.R,

slopes of Montreal Island, backed by the blue Laur-
entian Mountains; and after a few miles, the train
crosses to the mainland at the foot of the Lake of
Two Mountains, up which there is a magnificent
view.

Then by quaint Canadian villages, whose inhabi-
tants gather at the stations to see the novel sight of
a real train, until the Ottawa River is crossed on a
long, high bridge, from which are lovely views, both
up and down, and into Hawkesbury.

Here is some need of civie enlightenment. The
houses of those employed in the huge lumber in-
dustries, are unpainted and forlorn looking, while
the huge new church stands out in painful con-
trast.

From this point onward, the tracks lie alongside
the river, more or less near, and subjects for pie-
tures are in constant succession, for the winding
river, with its alternate pools and rapids, has the
old Laurentians as a background, and this ex-
presses the scenic beauties all along.

Those who had the courage to plan and carry out
such a scheme as the tunnelling of Mount Royal are
to be congratulated on their foresight and deter-
mination, while the Ctiy of Montreal has been en-
riched by it, with its civic and engineering fea-
tures.
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Cement --- Sand

an‘d

Stone-Testing

In all its Branches.

. . --- Our Specialty ---
An Economical Installation

There are many places where it is good engineering We have the Largest and Best Equipped

practice and also real economy to install electric cables Laboratory in Canada.

for gght, povger, tﬁlephonedor re and police alarm service

in t! ound without conduits.

ot Our RESULTS are QUICK and ACCURATE.
STANDARD

Ste el-Tap e-Armored Cables Emmanuel Mavaut --- Director.
ha.e given many years of satisfactory service installed
in this manner, and in many cases their use has resulted B AL e AR
in a savine of 50% as compared with single runsof cables
in conduits.

Write our nearest office for Bulletin 680 giving com-

ple vt Milton Hersey Company

Standard Underground Cable Co. LIMITED.
of Canada, Limited 84 St. Antoine St. 257 Portage Ave.
Hamilton, Ont. Montreal Winnipeg

Montreal, Hamilton, Toronto, Seattle
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The Repatriation Committee

Now that the war is over, many peace problems
must be faced and two—the repatriation of our sol-
diers and the re-employment of munition workers
—demand immediate attention. What is more,
both problems are essentially municipal in character,
and as such it becomes the duty of each local coun-
cil to take action, otherwise the conditions of 1915,
when unemployment was so general, with all the
attendant suffering, that mayors from all over
Canada gathered at Ottawa, and urged the Domin-
ion Govermment to start public works, will be re-
peated. At that time the situation was saved by
the munition orders and recruiting, but thanks t0
the prowess of our troops there is no longer any
necessity for either of these two expedients, and the
question comes—what is to be done to find employ-
ment for disbanded soldiers and out-of-works dur-
ing the transition period? That is the period nee-
essary for the changing of war to peace industries,
or during the next twelve months, and in particu-
lar during the winter, ‘

To our mind the only way the problem of unem-
ployment can be solved is in the carrying on of
public works—federal, provincial and municipal—
even if it means greater cost to the country, but
which in the long run would be infinitely cheaper
than the communities having to take care of un-
employed families, which will actually be the case
if nothing is done. In this matter we welcome the
action of the Dominion Government in the ap-
pointment of a Repatriation and Employment
committee, made up of certain members of the Cab-
inet who have appointed as Director Mr. J. H. Daly
of Ottawa—a happy combination of the business
and social doctor. The propaganda of the Com-
mittee is in reality a ‘‘get-together’’ movement, and
if the plans work out as scheduled, good results
should acerue. All the national associations have
been invited to co-operate in the work of repatria-
tion, but in particular have the municipal councils,
through the Union of Canadian Municipalities, the
executive of which have been asked to seleet four
representatives. The delegates selected, and who
have expressed their willingness to serve, are the

.

mayors of Toronto and Ottawa, and the Mayor of
a Western City—to be yet selected—and Mr., W. D.
Lighthall, K.C., the Hon. Secretary of the Union.
In addition to the above gentlemen, Mr. Harry
Bragg, of this Journal, has been appointed as spe-
cial municipal representative on the staff of the
Director of Repatriation. The principal work of
the municipal representatives will be in bringing
about the closest co-operaton between the muniei-
pal councils and the repatriation committee, especi-
ally in pushing forward local public works, ete., in
order to find all the employment possible for local
out-of-works. In the work of Repatriation and Em-
poyment, then, the municipal couneils have a great
responsibility and opportunity. Because of the
Mayors and Aldermen heing in daily contact with
the citizen‘.s ‘they are in the best position to know
local conditions, and as such are specially quali-
tied to know the baneful influence of general un-
employment on the life of their respective com-
munities, and will naturally do all in their power to
fight against it. Tt is obvious, then, that any scheme
to create employment, during the winter months in
particular, will have the hearty support of all local
councils,

A TRIBUTE TO OUR DEAD SOLDIERS,

Rudyard Kipling’s choice of an epitaph for Brit-
ish Empire soldiers who lost their lives in France
is particularly appropriate. It is taken from
Ecclesiastes, namely, ‘‘Their Name Achieveth for
Evermore,”’ and it would be hard to find a better
tribute to those who have gone West in the cause
of justice. But while England is honouring the

-great dead by keeping their graves in order, Can-

ada, as a nation, is doing nothing for these soldiers :
who, wounded unto death, came home to die. The
series of articles by Mr. Hair that are appearing
in this Journal are a strong indictment of our
apathy in the matter.- Such a spirit of ungrateful-
ness cannot be eliminated too quickly, and the
sooner the Dominion Government take action the
better for our peace of mind.
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The Housing Problem in Canada

Now that the Dominion Government has decided
to set aside $25,000,000 for housing purposes, to be
allocated to the Provincial Governments, who in
turn, will re-loan it to the municipalities, a great
opportunity is now before the councils of industrial
centres to eliminate the evil of over-crowding. Not
that the Federal loan will be sufficient to build
enough houses for the workers, but the loan should
be the nucleus for Provincial and even municipal
loans for the same purpose. The Ontario government
has alloted $2,000,000 to be loaned to the municipali-
ties, the principal condition being that each muniei-
pality borrowing must put up another twenty-five
per cent of its own money. This means that in the
Province of Ontario two and a half million dollars
will be spent for housing accommodation outside the
Federal loan. Should the other provinces and muni-
cipalities do proportionately as well about $32,000,-
000 will be for the disposal of housing schemes in
Canada. The question comes then, how should the
money be used to be of the greatest advantage?

The Dominion Government has wisely decided
against carrying on any building schemes by itself
and rightly considers that it will have done its
share in loaning the funds, and the Provineial Gov-
ernments should be equally wise in passing on the
responsibility to the municipal councils by re-loaning
the monies available. Frankly we would have been
better pleased had the Minister of Finance decided
to loan direct to the municipalities on certain condi
tions, one of which being that each housing scheme
must first receive the O.K. of the Commission of
Conservation’s town planning expert, Mr. Thomas
Adams. Such an arrangement would not only sim-
plify matters but would eliminate much friction that
is bound to arise with three separate public bodies
interested in one scheme. Be that as it may, the
municipal councils are evidently expected to actually
build, or cause to be built, enough houses or tene-
ments to relieve the situation in their respective
communities, with public monies, and we have suf-
ficient confidence in the public spirit of our local
councils to believe that they will willingly take up
the responsibility.

Assuming then that in the last analysis the re-
sponsibility of meeting the housing problem is
placed on the shoulders of the municipal couneils,
what then? To our mind there are three ways of
meeting the situation:

By the municipality building and renting.

By encouraging local citizens to build the'r own

houses by making direct loans.

By a eombination of both.

Any municipality deciding to build workmen’s
dwellings on a large scale has two good Canadian
examples to follow in the Toronto Housing Associa-
tion’s tenement system and the Pointe-aux-Trembles
housing system, both of which have proved fin-
ancially suecessful. A full aceount of the Pointe-
aux-Trembles housing scheme appeared in our Aug-
ust issue. But no munieipality should attempt to
build workmen’s houses until it has adopted a town
planning scheme, and no housing scheme should be
undertaken unless proper provision is made for dec-
ent living accommodation and reereation. It pays.

Undoubtedly number two is the ideal scheme in so
much it encourages thrift and the best kind of citi-
zenship, but it is questionable if enough workers in

larly in our large industrial

any of our industrial communities could be induced
to take up the scheme to the extent of fully reliev-
ing the situation. That is, suppose a thousand
dwellings were required in a community it would
be hard to find 1,000 workmen enterprising enough
to take advantage of any offer to build on money
loaned to them. This is not a very pleasant state-
ment to make, but under our present social and eco-
nomic conditions all initaitve and enterprise are
taken from the workers, and a man has to have a
strong mental makeup to.rise above his environ-
ments. But assuming that in the said community 500
workers take advantage of the opportunity to build
their own homes, there are still 500 houses to be
provided by the municipality itself, if the local
problem is to be fully solved. There is no reason
why both schemes should not be used, or why the
houses built by the council should not be sold to
desirable tenants on easy terms. There is no doubt
that  if democracy means anything at all it means
better housing conditions for the workers, particu-
centres. There are
some districts, even in Canada, where the living
conditions for the workers are so bad that it is im-
possible for them to comply with the health regu-
lations, with the consequence that chronic sickness
is part of the lot of their families. Now that the
councils of every urban municipality have a great
opportunity to remedy the evil it is their bounden
duty to take full advantage of it, and thus help to
bring about part of the consummation of what our
boys have been fighting for in France—the right
to live decent lives. >

HEROIC MAYORS.

When the annals of the war come to bewwritten
no more splendid tales of heroism will be recorded
than the actions of the civie authorities in ravaged
Belgium and France. As city after city, and village
after village fell into the eclutches of the ravaging
hosts of the Hun the Burgomaster, instead of es-
caping or.trying to escape, in every instance un-
flinchingly offered himself as a hostage for his peo-
ple, though knowing full well that it would mean
his death, as in all cases it did, and often by the most
horrible means. When the civie spirit of a people
is such that it can produce men like unto the Mayors
of Brussels, Louvain, Antwerp and a thousand other
Belgium and French communities, we in the muni-
cipal service of this country must feel proud of
municipal government—a service which in the cases
of municipal Belgium and France was truly that of
saerifice and unselfishness.

Would it not be an act of grace and appreciation
on the part of every municipal counecil in the Allied
countries to pass a vote of sympathy to the coun-
cils of these stricken cities and towns and villages.
who though to-day are celebrating the sweets of
vietory have still their hours of mourning, and thus
show in the only way we can that the sacrifices of
their confreres had not been made in vain, but rather
had relighted the beacon light of self-government—
the stand-by of true democracy. And would it not
be a special act of grace for municipal Canada, with
her large French speaking population, to lead the
way? We think so.
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The Problems of National Reconstruction

About twelve months ago there was started in Montreal,
by a small' number of business and professional men, a
movement having for its primary object the creation of
small groups of men and women from every walk of life,
for the purpose of making special studies of the new prob-
lems that have been forced upon every country by the
war—including Canada. To better enable the groups to
give intelligent study to the problems the organizers pre-
pared a summary of the reconstruction activities that have
been and are taking place in different parts of the world.
This summary has just been published in the form of a
pamphlet under the genera] title of “The Problems of Na-
tional Reconstruction,” and while the compilers are careful
not to claim any originality in the work itself nor to ex-
press any definite opinion on any of the subjects discussed,
yet as a presentation of the problems of reconstruction, in
their broadest and yet most concrete form, the summary is
by far the most-instructive work of its kind for the aver-
age citizen.

The summary is classified into nineteen chapters, each
chapter dealing with one subject, such as: “Employment—
industrial councils—education—health and housing—the
state in its relation to industry—taxation and finance, and
S0 on. The last chapter contains a bibliography of sixty-
two published works dealing with certain phases of re-
construction, and referred to in the summary itself; the
whole giving a fair perspective of werld-wide economic
conditions as they are, together with many finger-posts
suggesting the splendid potentialities of our national heri-
tage, if advantage be taken of our great opportunities.
Much of the value of the work lies in the make-up of the
committee responsible for its compilation. Thege men are
not faddists, but sane intelligent citizens who would resent
very keenly the name “socialist” being applied to any of
them, and in particular would I draw the attention of the
reader to the principal compiler, Mr. Francis Hankin (the
secretary), and to the President, Mr. Warick Chipman,
K.C., who ably assisted him. These two men are not even
hobbyists with radical tendencies, but self-respecting Can-
adians of the younger schocl. So that we may take it
that the work has been well thought out; that much study
has been given to its possible effect on the Canadian peo-
ple of to-day and to-morrow, and that the compilers are
willing to accept the responsibility, and yet such a pro-
paganda for reconstruction as suggested in the summary
‘would have been ridiculed as smacking of “socialism” two
months before war broke out. But war has brought about
great changes in the minds of the people and today social-
ism has a new meaning. It is opportune then that the
summary should be published at this moment—to counter-
act the baneful influence of Bolshevism, which we have
even in Canada. It will certainly be more effective in
directing public opinion along sane lines of democracy than
will even the government keeper of “public morals.”

To-day labour means much more than it did when it
first began to organize for its own protection, Then its
ranks were limited to those who worked with their hands—
now its ranks are open to those who work with their
brains; that is, in Great Britain. Canada has not yet got
to this stage. The consequence is that organized labour
in the Old Country realizes its responsibilities to the
State—the community. And British capital by the war
has also been forced to realize that it too has responsi-
bilities to the State—and no doubt this will come in
Canada—when the soldiers come home. And it is the util-
izing of this dmal responsibility that will build up Can-
ada for the benefit of the employers, the employees and
the community. The Whitley report, which the sum-
mary makes much of, fully recognizes the dual responsi-
bility. This famous report says in effect, that each trade
should have a standing Industrial Council made up of re-
presentatives of employers and employees in equal numbers,
with special powers to control that trade. So far, twenty -
six trades have adopted the report, and so has the Brit-
ish government in its relations to its workers, The great
value of the Whitley report would seem to be that it
eliminates suspicion between employer and employee, by
not only bringing them together but by thrusting joint re-
sponsibility on them. A sign of the times in Canada is
that Sir John Willison, President of the Canadian Recon-
struction Association strongly advocates its adoption in
this country.

The summary takes note of the report of the Canadian

.

Royal Commission on Industrial Training and Technical
Education. This commission appointed in 1910 under Dr.
G. W. Robertson, visited al].the large industrial centres in
Kurope and the United States as well as making a com-
plete tour of 'Canada, and the exhaustive report which fol-
lowed has never been taken advantage of. This is a pity,
for there is valuable information and advice in the five
volumes that make up the report.

Taking up the housing question the summary notes that
in Great Britain it is proposed that the Government set
aside 200 million pounds ($1,000,000,000) for housing pur-
poses—to equal 20 per cent of the cost of building work-
men’s houses. Canada proportionately is much worse off
in housing accommodation, and it is to be hoped that not
only will the other provinces follow Ontario’s example, the
government of which has alloted $2,000,000 to be loaned to
the municipalities conditionally at the rate of 5 per cent,
but that the Federal Government will see its way to loan
to the municipalities for the same purpose.

To sum up the summary, it would have Canada the
paradise for workers, economically and socially, and there
is no doubt that if she would progress she must realize
that the only way is to encourage the worker “to live.”

MR. HARRY BRAGG AND REPATRIATION.

After a long agitation on the part of this Journal the
Dominion Government, through the new Repatriation Com-
mittee, has at last decided to appeal to the municipal
councils of Canada for their co-operation in the de-
mobilization and repatriation of our soldiers and in off-
setting as far as possible the kugbear of unemployment
during the transition period. The method to be adopted
to bring about such co-operation has not yet been decided
upon, but as a start the Union of Canadian Municipali-
ties has been invited to select four of its members as a
special committee to work with the Repatriation Board at
Ottawa, and Mr. Harry Bragg, of the Journal, has been
appointed as municipal representative on the staff of the
Director of Repatriation. Mr, Bragg, who has given up all
official connection with the Journal so as to give the
whole of his time to his new work, is specially qualified
for the position. As editor and latterly as business man-
ager, he has devoted fourteen years to the service of the
Canadian Municipal Journal, during which time he has"
visited every part of the Dominion, and made for himself
a host of friends among the municipal men of the coun-
try. As a colleague he has served the Journal well—full
of municipal information, he has been ever ready to oblige
any member of the staff. His duties have been as much

\
'a work of love as necessity, and hig many visits to attend

municipal conventions were a real holiday to him. He is a
true municipal enthusiast, and now that he has entered
the larger arena of Federal employment it will be as much
to the benefit of the country as of himself. Outside his
purely municipal work, Mr, Bragg has for long taken an
active interest in education, and is at the present moment
President of the Quebec Association of Protestant School
Managers. He is also an ex-President of the South Shore
Board of Trade, which covers four municipalities opposite
Montreal. '

LATE MR. S. R. TARR.
(Editor of Canadian Finance.)

By the death, after a brief illness, of Mr. S, R. Tarr, Edi-
tor of Canadian Finance, and Chairman of the Winnipeg
Citizens’ League, municipal Canada has lost one of its
keenest students. Mr, Tarr in his journal did much con-
structive work in municipal finance, and his chairmanship
of the Citizens’ League gave him special opportunities to
put into practice what he had been preaching. Though his
criticism was often sharp, it was always fair. It is such
men as the late Mr. Tarr that help to build up along sane
lines our municipal superstructure.
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“A National Debt”

ARTHUR H. D. HAIR,

WAR! WAR! WAR! Musket and powder and ball
Ah, what do we fight so far? Ah, why have we battles
at all?
Tis “Justice” must be done they say, the Nation’s honour
to keep

Alas, that justice should be so dear, and human lives

so cheap.—(From the “Song of the Sword.)

If wars must be, and humanity must pay the price in
blood, money and misery the “Nation’s honour to keep,”’
then in justice to the memory of those who pay the price,
let the nation see to it that the deeds of valour of their
heroes are passed on to posterity, and that not one of them
shall be abandoned in the hour of death, but shall at least
be accorded “six feet of earth” in which to rest their
weary bones, while their names shall be carved deep in
marble or granite for generations yet unborn to bprofit
‘thereby,—such is only consistent with the traditions we
preach, -

If Nationa] Sentiment means anything in the development
of the nation, it means consistency of practice and precept.

It has been the ambition and privilege of the promoters
of the “Last Post” I. N, & M. C. Fund, for the past ten
years to point out a “National Debt” which by reason of
its peculiar character has been (metaphorically speaking)
relegated to the debit side of the national “profit and loss”
account, and we might add in passing, that the financial
loss in the end will be infinitesimally small compared with
the moral loss to the nation, unless it is recovered.

Has this organization served a useful purpose to the
community and the State? and if so, in what way?

In answer to the first question, we venture the assertion,
that it has, and the second may be answered equally in the
affirmative.

Let us enumerate several of the ways in which it has
‘proved its utility—

First, it has proven by public, private, and press cor-
respondence, that public sentiment and men of the highest
thought and ideals, are sympathetically in accord with the
basic principles and objects of the association.

In practical fulfilment of its primary object during the
period of its existence, it has initiated the principle of the
nations’ debt to its defenders in this particular. It has
gathered together under its protecting and perpetual care,
just on 200 deceased soldiers of the Empire, representing
nearly every regiment of its far flung dominions, on which
tHe sun never sets. It has saved many a mother’s son
from abandonment and an unknown grave at death, and
has softened the harsh tidings, in the knowledge that
“comrades” paid the last respects, and perpetuated their
names. It has fulfilled the “Last Will and Testament” of
a British Veteran, who (to use his own words) said:—“I
ask no charity, only that you will see that I go to my last
bed, covered by the ‘Union Jack, the flag under which I
have served for many years.”

Secondly, while fulfilling its primary object to the ut-
most, it has met and co-operated with the military authori-
ties through a period of war and epidemic, in providing
for the burial of nearly 100 men, who would otherwise have
been scattered far and wide. It has co-operated with the
various Record Departments of the British, Canadian, and
other overseas Dominions in making reports of deaths and
return of -military documents, for statistical purposes.

Thirdly, when time, and vandal desecration have oblit-
erated, or desecrated the “sleeping grounds” of the mili-
tary pioneers of Canada—which unfortunately has been
the case—this association took an active interest in ef-
fecting restitution. It has, and is, striving to cultivate
through the public, a deeper interest in, and care for, the
resting places, and archives pertaining to the military
pioneers of the Province of Quebec in particular, which
should tend to arouse the interest and pride of the rising
generation.

Finally, for the past ten years it has studied minutely,
the sentimental, as applicable to the national, historical,
and economical, aspects of the subject, and which it has
_ applied itself to put into practical effect in the Pro-
vince of Quebec. It has submitted a well thought cut Na-
tional Military Burial Scheme to the Dominion Government,
comprehensive enough in its draft to eventaally evolve In-
tex"-Imperia,l co-operation ,as well as to meet the needs of
the Dominion.

The wars of the past, have been (numerically) so insigni-
ficant as compared to the present one, that a scheme such
as now under consideration, would have appeared utopian
in 1914, The ‘“passing” of a few old war-scarred veterans,
who would drop by the way-side, “unhonoured and unsung”
—though none the less deserving than the soldier of to-
day—did not disturp the public mind, but can we go on
as a possible partner in a ‘“League of Nations” echoing
the valour of our heroes through press and preached, while
we inconsistently abandon them in the hour of death? Or
shall we emulate the spirit of our American Ally who sees
to it, that through State and Civic Government cooperation,
every soldier’s death reflects the inspiring magnanimity of
a- grateful nation?

A MUNICIPAL ENGINEER’S COMPLAINT.,

The Editor,—A few weeks ago a daily paper of Mont-
real published the following: “The alderman scourged the
engineers who supervised the paving of the Boulevard
Gouin, because of the bad state of the said street.”

Too often are municipal engineers so criticized. Although
I do not give too much attention or importance to such
criticism, it has become common among those ‘who
manage civie affairs in Canada. Generally speaking these
criticis have no technical instruction, and what is worse,
they want all things done according to their interest or
their views, disregarding the advice of their engineers.

Let the aldermen or councillors support the engineers,
let them follow their advice, let them not interfere in things
they do not know, and then there will be less errors and
less money spent uselessly.

There is much to say on this subject, but I will not take
any more of your valuable space.

Yours truly,

ALFRED ROY, C.E,
Edmundston, N.B,

SWITZERLAND ADOPTS P. R. A

The Proportiona] Representation Review states that ac-
cording to press despatches from Berne, Switzerland
adopted proportional representation for the election of her
federal counci} or parliament at g special election held un-
der the provisions for the constitution initiative on Octo-
ber 14. The vote in round numbers is reported to have
been 297,000 to 147,000. The system of P, R. used in Swit-
zerland is that of the party list. The Swiss had during
the past eight years a great opportunity of observing the
workings of P. R. in the cantonal elections of eleven can-
tons. Mr, John R. Humphreys, of the English P. R. So-
ciety recently forwarded to Canada a copy of the German
“Kruezzeitung,” of August 15, in which it is stated that
at the session of the Reichstag then just ended that body
passed an act prescribing P. R. for the election of a con-
siderable number of its members. Under the terms of
the act thirty-six districts which formerly elected one
member each are converted into twenty-six new dis-
tricts electing eighty members by the Proportional sSys-
tem. The whole municipal areas of Berlin, Breslau, Frank-
port-on-the-Main, Munich, Dresden, and the whole area of
the state of Hamburg will each form one district. The Ber-
lin district will elect ten members, the Hamburg district
five, etc. Thirteen of the less populous of the new dis-
tricts will elect only two members each. The method
adopted for carrying out the P, R, principle is that of the
party list. In commenting on this article Clarence G. Hoag,
general secretary of the American P. R, League, says in
the last Proportional Review, “Only English speaking peo-
ples have adopted the freer Hare system, which not only
agsures each organized party the number of seats to which
its votes entitle it, but also gives the individual voters of
the party complete control of the party itself, and gives
even unorganized voters the means of making their votes
effective.—Exchange.
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Why Not Food Licenses on a Population Basis

ERNEST B. ROBERTS, Canada Food Board,

A broadening of our ideas on the subject of communal
control has taken place within the last year. We are pre~
pared to admit now what twelve months ago would have
been indignantly rejected not only as impossible, but as
absolutely beyond the reach of practical discussion. ‘War
has changed our point of view. In nothing has it perhaps
more changed than in that which concerns public control
of privately-owned industries or businesses. That con-
trol in the sense of direction in which collective effort
shall trend, has been the main cause of success in Cana-
dian munition-making and war orders. It has been still
more marked in the case of food control,

Regulation through the license system has opened out
possibilities not before within sight. People are to-day,
at least, prepared for the question “Why should not food
stores be licensed on a population basis?” There may be
something comic in the first thought that food businesses
should be under regulation just like the old saloon and the
hotel. But have we not the same conditions in our food
trade that led to the absence of the refreshment house? We
know that, apart from alcohol in the refreshments; ong of
the greatest evils of the old licensed house was the fact
that the licensee had to make a living when his competi-
tors were far too near to him; he had to shut his eyes
to a general lowering of his business for the sake of keep-
ing the business together. In the vast majority of Cana-
dian towns there are to-day too many people in the food
business. All have to make a living by it. Overlapping
profits and multiplied profits have to be made by this
state of affairs. The public has to pay for it. b ) ¢
censes were granted by municipalities upon a population
basis, again exactly as licenses for standard hotels are
now granted, regulations could be laid down for a uniform
and economical delivery system. This would reduce the
cost of living to something which the Food Board has en-
deavored to bring about through the “Cash-and-Carry”
system of shopping. The volume of business done by the
stores would be increased. Overhead charges would be
materially reduced, and the necessities of life could be
sold at a great reduction on present rates without inter-
fering with legitimate profits sufficient to keep grocers
enough in the business to supply all the needs. Regula-
tion of maximum profits, which is already an institution
under the Food Board, could be established in perman-
ency. It would give the consumer the guarantee of in-
creased efficiency; the guarantee that he was getting the
largest amount of food with the least amount of trade
tinkering for which he had to pay food prices.

Regulations upon the sale of food and its distribution
could very practicably be undertaken by municipalities.
The case of milk is a very good instance. The cost of the
distribution of milk in the Dominion is admittedly exces-
sive at present, largely due to overlapping in delivery
areas, otherwise to too many people being in the business.
Last year farmers got 7 cents a quart for milk; on an
average it cost 7c more to distribute this seven cents’
worth of milk., If municipalities adopted the franchise
system and the license for its milk vendors with the muni-
cipal area divided into suitable districts, more efficiency,
economy and good service could be obtained. When a
large number of distributors as at present, are compet-
ing one with another, there is overlapping in their work,
duplicating the employment of men, horses and delivery
vans. Again the public has to pay.

A similar control might be carried out in our public
produce markets. To a certain extent there is control al-
ready. Farmers having produce must not hawk it indis-
criminately around city streets. A certain allotted place
we know as the market is set out for them. If this is an
radvantage—and except that it gives unequalled oppor-
tunities for market hold-ups, which are becoming shame-
fully common in Canada—it would also be an advantage,
and perhaps would correct the hold-ups if the individual
were licensed. He would then not fear undue and unfair
competition. At the same time the purchasing consumers
would feel that the price asked by the vendor of veget-

ables or farm produce or any other food was just and rea-
sonable, and would pay promptly, the only change being
according to the quality of the produce,

A licensing system would eliminate the inefficient. There
are plenty of people in the small stores today who are, in
the ordinary term of the street, “hanging on by their eye-
brows.” ‘They are not equipped nor fitted for their line
of business. They add to the cost of the commodities in
which they deal, because they interfere with more effi-
cient business. An instance of this is found in the baking
industry. The Canada.Food Board has recently received
a number of letters from bakers, pointing out that their
businesses were improved in efficiency through the work-
ing of the licensing system. They have had to keep a
strict check on the quantities of flour and substitutes used
in the baking, and one firm, a large Eastern Ontario firm,
says that what was accomplished would have been con-
sidered impossible four months ago. Bakers have been
forced to educate themselves in their own trade. The
slip-shod way of baking could no longer be kept up, and
perhaps for the first time in their lives, 80 per cent of
the bakers under license have exactly measured the flours
they used. A better system of bookkeeping had to be in-
stalled, because the Food Board reports, to be made
monthly, called for more detailed statements. It was as
good as a course in a technical school.

These considerations are suggested by the fact that the
first renewal of the licenses by the Food Board is being
made this month. These are the millers’ licenses. Other
classes will fall due for their renewal next month, and so
on monthly until about June, when it is expected that the
whole of the food trades in the Dominion will be working
under their second license issue. Are the cumulative bene-
fits of this preparatory work of licensing to be quite lost
to the community? It would be one of the best means of
reconstruction if we could voluntarily adopt and continue
this system for peace-time, which we have found so valu-
able in war-time,

SOCIAL WELFARE.

¢‘Social Welfare’’ a new monthly, published by The Social
Service Council of Canada, made its entry on October 1.
The Social Service Council of Canada is a federation of
the following bodies:—The Church of England in Canada;
the Methodist Church in Canada; the Presbyterian Church
in Canada; the Baptist Church in Canada; the Congrega-
tional Church in Canada; the Salvation Army; the Evan-
gelical Association of North America; the Canadian Purity-
Education Association; the Dominion Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union; the Christian Men’s Federation of
Canada; the National Council of the Y.M.C.A.; the Do-
minion Council of the Y.W.C.A.; the Dominion Grange
and Farmers’ Association; the Canadian Council of Agri-
cial Service Council of Canada, made its entry on Oct. 1.
tions; the Internationa] Association of Rotary Clubs; the
Dominion Council, Royal Templars of Temperance; the
Social Service Councils of British Columbia, Alberta, Sas-
katchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, and
Bermuda.,

The editor is Dr, Jno. G. Shearer. Charlotte E. ‘Whitton,
M.A., is assistant editor. The corresponding editors are:
The provincial secretaries; the secretarles of Newfound-
land and Bermuda, and Dr. Worth M, Tippy, Socia] Service
Commission of the Federal Council of the Churches of
Christ in America.

The greatest heresy in the world is the heresy of the
closed mind. This is the “Unpardonable Sin,” to shut your
eyes-against the light least you see and be convinced. If
the truth makes us free then whatever hinders us from
seeing truth and saying truth makes slaves of us.—Robert
‘Whittaker, ;
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Report of the Fourteenth Annual Convention of the Union of
British Columbia Municipalities

Held at Penticton, B.C., September 18, 19 and 20, 1918.

The Fourteenth Annual Convention of the Union of Brit-
ish Columbia Municipalities was held in Ping’s Hall, Pen-
ticton, British Columbia, the 18th, 19th and 20th of Septem-
ber, 1918,

The President, Reeve Bridgman, of the District of North
Vancouver, occupied the chair.

The President called the meeting to order and appointed
a Credentials Committee as follows:—

Credentials Committee:—Alderman Lynch, Mayor Miller,
Councillor Diggon.

Moved by Reeve Borden (Saanich), seconded by Alder-
man G. A, McBain (North Vancouver):

“That this Union of British Columbia Municipalities, at
its fourteenth Annual Convention, tender His Excellency,
the Governor-General, its sincere appreciation of his valu-
able services as Governor-General and convey to him the
heartiest good wishes for his future welfare, and ask him
to convey to His Majesty the King the unswerving devo-
tion and allegiance of this Province, also to assure His Ma-
jesty that this Province is determined in every possible
way to assist in the prosecution of this great war to such
a conclusion that liberty and the common right to live
shall be established to the everlasting benefit of human-
ity.”

Moved by Mayor Gale (Vancouver), seconded by Alder-
man Sargent (Victoria): '

That the delegates attending this Convention, represen-
tative of every municipality in British Columbia, have fol-
lower with continued pride the record of the boys of Brit-
ish Columbia who are fighting for the freedom of the Em-
pire. We wish them God Speed and a successfu] issue of
the War. :

Be it Resolved, that the President be authorized to con-
vey a message to this effect to General Currie, O.C, Cana-
dian Forces Overseas, and through him to them.

Moved by Clerk Moore (Burnaby), seconded by Council-
lor Webb (Burnaby):

“Phat this Convention of the Union of British Columbia
Municipalities do extend to our neighbours, the people of the
United States of America our heartiest greetings in re-
spect of the part taken by them in the present fight for the
sacred cause of freedom and justice, and also extend our
congratulations in respect of the magnificent showing
made in France by the soldiers of that great nation. Fur-
ther, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Presi-
dent of the United States of America.” ] ‘

Moved by Commissioner Gillespie,
Vinson:

Whereas, since the last Annual Convention of the Union
of B. C. Municipalities, the Hon. H, C. Brewster, Premier
of this Province, has been called by death.

Therefore, be it Resolved, that this Union, in Conven-
tion assembled, places on record its deep and abiding sense
of the serious loss the Province has sustained in his untime-
ly decease in almost the dawn of his politica] power; its
appreciation of his sterling private character and spotless
public reputation, and of his constant and consistent la-
bours for the Provincial, National and Imperial good,

And that this resolution be spread upon the records of
this Union, and that a copy be transmitted to the family
of the late Premier.

Then followed the address of welcome by Reeve Smith,
of Penticton, who said in part:

“l am sorry to say that on account of the war we are
not able to ‘do you as proud’ as we would have liked, but
what we are doing is done with the utmost goodwill, and
not only that, it is done by many of the citizens individu-
ally. The Aquatic Club has thrown open its doors to you,
and that has nothing to do with the Council, they have
done that individually. A large number of car owners will
take you to Summerland to-morrow afternoon—and I hope
you will all take that drive, which is well worth seeing.
They are doing it of their own free will. In this connec-
tion I would like to say that by some unfortunate error
the programme describes this auto ride as being the enter-
tainment of the Corporation of Penticton—it is also pro-
vided by the Corporation of Summerland. A year ago, when
it was decided that you should come to this town this

seconded by Reeve

year, one of the representatives of Summerland came up
to Mr. Mackenzie and said that Summerland would like
to join with us in your entertainment; and when this year
came around we Were only too pleased to show that spirit
of co-operation which is so much in evidence at the pre-
sent time, and we were pleased that Summerland showed
that spirit of co-operation in trying to entertain you. They
are sharing with us to show you all honour during your
stay. And so I am very glad indeed that Summerland is
joining us in this, and 1 may say that from the time you
enter the Summesrland boundary until the time you leave
it, you are the guests of Summerland. There is an Ex-
perimental Farm there, from which you will have to tear
yourselves away with very great urgency—it is a most
interesting place.

Reeve Fraser, of Burnaby, the Vice-President of the
Union of B.C. Municipalities, responded to the address of
welcome given by Reeve Smith.

THE MUNICIPAL LIBRARY.

Mr. John Ridington, Librarian of the University of Brit-
ish Columbia, then addressed the Convention as follows:

“Mr. President, and Gentlemen:—In reviewing the ever-
increasing expansion of municipal institutions, as compar-
ed with those institutions ten or fifteen years ago, one is
struck by their vast and rapid progress, with one excep-
tion, that of the municipal library. I do not know if you
have compared the library progrgss in this Province with
that in your adjacent states and provinces. Recently I
sent out a questionnaire to many of your cities, and the
responses show how far this Province is_ behind—so far
as I can ascertain there are only five public libraries in the
Province, at Victoria, Vancouver, Trail, Vernon and New
‘Westminster. Women’s Institutes, Prisoners of War, Red
Cross Societies and Farmers’ Institutes also have a few
books.

Our hopes in this country, this Province and the Em-
pire are certainly based on democracy, and an ill-informed
democracy is a menace to the country. Strikes, social un-
rest, labour conditions are largely due to the absence of
the spirit of fair play, misunderstanding of conditions of
other classes of society, one of the best means of reaching
the root ‘of these troubles is through the public library.
The public library as has been said is the people’s univer-
sity, and it is the fourth plank in the programme of the
British Labour Party that more public libraries should be
established.

Touching upon the conditions in neighbouring States.
In California a man has access to practically every book
he wants. If he cannot find the book he desires in his
local library he sends to the county library and one week
later the book is delivered at his door, through the efforts
of the Central State Commission to provide enlightenment
for the people,

In Alberta up to date library legislation has been enacted.

Now to look at our own position. The British Columbia
Library Association consisting of Miss Helen Stewart, of
Vietoria, Mr. Douglas and myself, have met to draft a pro-
vincial library law, and I have gone over from 70 to 75
library laws which might be applicable to British Columbia,
‘We have the sympathy of the Government in our efforts
and the principal clauses of the Act and its plan of ac-
tion are substantially as follows:—

1st—The library activities of British Columbia to be
vested in a library commission, unpaid. Men who have
the interests of book service at heart. The members to be
possibly three or possibly five. The majority to be ap-
pointed by the Government on a basis of recognized inter-
est in book service throughout the Province. This commis-
sion to superintend all library activities, the active officer
to be an organizer and trained librarian, his business to
go to the various parts of the Province and consult with
those interested in book service, to address public meet-
ings and explain how advantage can be taken of the Act;
really to supervise, to suggest, to instruct.

2nd.—This part to be divided into three sections:
Travelling libraries, to consist of fifty or sixty boxes of.
books containing 50 volumes.
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To provide special libraries dealing with specific indus-
tries, such as shipbuilding, fruit growing, mining and fish-
eries, and which will prove of the greatest benefit to the
JAndustry and finance of the province,

To reach any person desirous of book service and to be
distributed through the local postmaster, etc. for the bene-
fit of the man up in the woods in the logging camps for
the lonely fisherman or miner.

3rd.—The local service in highly organized municipalities.
The public library is the cinderella, of municipal finance.
The library board has usually to beg for money each year,
and sometimes the municipalities are unable to give this
money. It is proposed to put the municipa] library on a
self supporting and self respecting financial basis. Where
a library is desired those who do desire it can put up a
petition to the municipality, for the passing of a money
by-law to be voted upon by the people and finally passed by
a three-fifths majority. ‘The by-law to provide for dis-
bursements, just as for schools, and to establish a library
rate of three-quarters of a mill on the dollar unless in-
creased by consent of the Council. This places the library
on a self-supporting and self-respecting basis.

Between the travelling library and the municipal library
there is a gap which should be filled up by the organiza-
tion of a voluntary library association, which might be a
body corporate. Twenty people may form a voluntary
library and the commission may give a certain grant in
support.

We are not quite satisfied yet with the details of the Act
as drafted and would be glad of any suggestions. It is a
question whether it would be best that the people should
levy on themselves for a general service. On the other
hand there is no machinery to make a general levy, as in a
city, and T would be very thankful to have suggestions to

" better this feature of the Act. T am not thoroughly satis-
fied as to the question of the partly locally supported and
partly commission supported library association. However,
I regret that T am not able to go into the matter more fully
at the present time.”

A vote of thanks was tendered to' Mr, Ridington for his
very interesting address.

REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE:

The undersigned members of the Committee, appointed
on Credentials reported that credentials have been received
from 44 cities and municipalities, with a total vote of 89,
allotted as fol