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THE RECENT AMENDMENTS TO THE UNIVERSITY
ACT.

The amendments which have been made during the last
session of the Provincial Legislature to the Act respecting the
University of Toronto, have, in some points, an importance
liable to be lost sight of by all except those instrumental in
their introduction and approval. We think it will not be out
of place to publish in full the amending Bill as passed; it is
not long, and when all the clauses are seen and read together,
each can separately be considered with greater ease and intelli-

“gence. It is as follows :—

BILL.
‘AN ACT TO AMEND THE ACT RESPECTING THE UNIVERSITY OF
. TORONTO.

‘ Her Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario, enacts as fol-
lows :—

‘1. Section 11 of the Act respecting the University of Toronto,
chapter 210 of the Revised Statutes, is hereby amended by
striking out the words ‘‘a representative”” in the seventh line
thereof, and substituting therefor the words “two representa-

tives.”
2. Section 26 of the said Act is hereby amended by insert-

ing after the word ‘ head master,” in the third line thereof, the
words ‘“‘and of each legally qualified assistant teacher,” and
after the words “ high school masters,” in the sixth line, the
words ‘“and to each legally qualified assistant teacher.” )
‘8. Section 88 of the said Act is hereby amended by adding
thereto the following words; “ Provided always that it shall be
competent for the Senate to confer the degree of Doctor of
Laws, honoris causa, under such regulations as may be by statute

in that behalf provided.” .
‘4. The fc?llowing sub-section is hereby added to section 65

of the said Act: _
‘(2) Convocation may meet at such times and places as
may from time to time be ordered by the Executive Committee
- thereof, and notice of such meeting shall be given in such man-
her ag gaid Executive Committee shall from time to time de-
termine. N
“5. Section 67 of the said Act is amended by striking out
all the words thereof from the beginning of the section down to
and inclusive of the words “ meetings and ”* in the fourth line
of the said section. _
‘6. Seztion 792 of the said Act is hereby amended by strik-
ing out the words * members present” in the second line and
lsublsfiituting the words ** voies of members‘present or represent-
€d thereat in such manner as may be provided by any resolu-

tion o by-law of Convocation.”’

Sections 1 and 2 give high-school masters two representa-
tives on the Senate of f:;he Ungiversity, and extend the fl.’a,ﬂcl’llse
to al] legally qualified aseistant teachers. This cla.usve is ca.c}u-
ated to increase the interest of the h_1gh-s_chool teaqhe;rs_ of {;le

rovince in the government of the University ; and it 1s‘tu1t er
of importance as showing a more-general and definite 1ec(;gtrln-
ion of the true relations existing between the schools of the

rovince and the Provincial University. ) .
Section 8 is somewhat vague, butis in the main a carrying-

ith regard to the
out of the vi have ventured to express with regar
8tatug of t’u?gzzr?: ofu ‘LL.D. We cannot but maintain, how-

ever, that a reasonable protest can be entered against the un-
necessarily hurried adoption of this most Important clause,
without a consultation with, or any request for the opinion of,
the body most interested in its consideration. Convocation, at
1ts last meeting, asked thatthe final settlement of this question
should be postponed until it could be fully discussed by all con-
cerned, and protested against the desire for hasty legislation.
That protest has been quietly ignored, and the opinion of our
graduates, on a matter which ought to concern them alone, is
thought not worth the asking. There is little consolation to be
derived from the thought that deprivation of consultation in-
volves freedom from responsibility.

. The object of the remaining sections of this amending Bill
1, to give Convoeation greater flexibility in its meetings and
actions. Sec. 4 gives the Executive Committee (whose existence
1s thus recognized by Statute,) power to eall meetings of Con-
vocation. This is only a natural right claimed by the only body
in a position to know of the workings of Convocation and the
opinions of its members. By Sec. 5 the lapse of three months
between extraordinary meetings of Convoeation i8 rendered un-
necessary.  This was an absurd restriction, which could never
be of any force except for the burpose of officious interferenge
with usefulness. The amendment involved in Sec. 6 will be of
interest to country members. It points to a difficulty that will
not be easy of adjustment. It seems to be equally recognized
that proxy-voting, pure and simple, must be carefully avoided
and that at the same time, the Country Associations must havé
some mode of expressing their opinions on important topics
without the expense and loss of time involved in coming from g
distance to meetings in Toronto. tl
serious problems to be studied and settled at the next meeting
of Convocation.

Onthe whole, it may be safely said that the amendmeuts
of this Session have been beneficial. With 8 settlement of the
‘fees ' question, which, we are assured, will be come to next
year, Convocation will be given a new lease of life and oppor-
tunities for the demonstration of an increase in vitality and
usefulness.

x

Hditorial Noteg,

The latest athletic agitation is for a Tennis club. There
has been plenty of talk heretofore. but very little Tennis., Tet
an endeavour be made to reverse this state of things.

Amongst the numerous letters we publish this week is one
on the recent Literary Society elections, signed ‘ Outsider.' We
glad to give Messrs. Brown and Little all credit for the way in
which they performed their muscular tagk on that evening, and
believe that they filled their posts as the society's police’men
without party fear or favor.

We take pleasure in calling attention to the nominations
Messrs. Coyne and Kingsford for the present vacancies in tho:

Senate of the University, Both are men who have done much

This will be one of the most

o ‘2&:—:—‘-‘»?—?:
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for Convocation, and the graduates could have no more active
or enthusiastic represenéatives in the body where their voices
should be heard. We think the time has come when the elec-
tive members of the Senate should be only such men as have
shown that their interests and wishes are identical with those
of the graduates as a whole, whose representatives they are
supposed to be.

We have two further communications from Messrs. Hous-|

ton and Stevenson on the subject of co-education, not unrea-
sonable in tone or intention. They are an attack, not so much
upon us as upon one of our correspondents. For this reason,
andjfrom the fact that our views on those points that touch upon
the controversial, have been already given, we do not feel so
directly called upon for a lengthy reply. These two letters,
though milder in tone than some former ones we have received,
occasionally show the cloven hoof. Thus, we believe the posi-
tion of Mr. Houston, ¢ that University College is the property
of the State, and that if a parent wishes his daughter to enjoy
in it educational opportunities which are open to his neighbor’s
son, his request cannot long be gainsaid,” rests upon a quibble
whose fallacy we have before attempted to expose. And we
cannot allow Mr. Stevenson’s utterance to the effect that ¢ the
experience of Drs. White and Fairchild and others is worth
everything ; the opinion of Drs. Eliot and Wilson is worth
nothing,” to pass, without remarking that our opinion with re-
gard to the value of the experience of the presidents and facul-
ties of Colleges and Universities in this matter, is well known,
ana is not refuted by any gratuitous assertion to the contrary.

We have heard very little of late about the University club.
It was understood some months ago that the committee was to
canvass graduates with the idea of finding out to what extent
the scheme would be supported. The result of their enquiry (if
even made) we are unable to state. The committee may have
lost heart, or the support may not have been what was expected.
Either alternative reflects discreditably on the graduates of To-
ronto University. If two fatal mistakes had not been made at
the initial meeting it is our belief that the club would now be a
frit accompli. These mistakes were : First, too lofty an idea
was entertained of what the commencement of the club should
be; second, an unfortunate attempt was made to exclude the
graduates of other Universities. If the energy of the commit-
tee is not entirely dissipated, let it be directed, as our corres-
pondent B. A. suggests, to a small beginning. Let us have a
starting-odint in a reading and smoking room in a convenient
situation. The expense will be trifling, the support surely forth-
coming and the wedge can then be inserted in the only proper
way—thin end foremost.

We cannot help regarding the theological reference ot our
correspondent on the subject of Moral Evil as most unfortunate.
That it is equally unnecessary will be obvious fo anyone who
has made a study of the questions of ‘ Necessity’ and ‘ Freewill’
with their cognate problems. Who have ‘no native energy of
the mind for doing actions independent of their desirability.’
On this sentence by ‘ Free-lance’ turns the whole discussion.
Let it be debated as it stands, if debated at all; it is quite cap-
able of being argued from a secular standpoint, and the argu-
ment of ‘ Two-edged Lance ' simply solves the question by beg-
ging it. The truth of the statements contained in the letter are

not for & moment called in question, we only desire to insist
that if the writer wishes to enter into a purely metaphysical
controversy he must avoid introducing anything in the nature
of a deus ex machina to extricate him from his difficulties.
While writing of this subject we would desire to correct what
Free-lance what would probably himself regard as an error of
expression. The first article on the subject has these sen-
tences, ¢ Motives come into consciousness independent of will.
. « + . . Hence ourcause ofaction is determined by forces
acting independent of our will.” This use of the word motive

is apt to give a false idea. Motive and volition are so nearly
allied that they cannot be thus dissevered. They are simply
different sides of the same fact. Motive, in the strict scientific
use of the word, is the whole of the antecedent state of mind
from which an action flows. ¢ Free-lance’ applies the word as it
is popularly used, to express the factors which produce this
state. With this exception—a merely technical one—we thor-
oughly agree both with his argument and conclusions.

Univergity News.

THE SENATE ELECTIONS.

"The following are the signatures to the nomination papers of Messrs.
J. H, CovnE, B.A, and R. E. Kincsrorp, M.A,, LL.B. :—

Mgr. CovNE:—John Millar, B.A.,, A.F. Ames, B.A., N. Quance,
B.A., W. G. Shepherd, B.A,, Jas. M. Glenn, LL.B,, W. B. Moberly,
LL.B., Jas. Stanton, B.A,, J. H. Long, M.A,, LL.B, St. Thomas. W.
P. R. Street,LL.B., Albert O. Jeffery, I.L.B., Jno. Taylor, M.A,, Richard
Bayley, B.A., W. R. Meredith, LL.B,, T. Macbeth, B.A., Chas. T. Glass,
B.A., A. Greenlees, B.A.,, V. Cronyn, LL.B,, F. Betts, B.A.,, E. R.
Cameron, M.A., E. T. Essery, LL.B., London. .

MR. KINGSFORD :—Jno. A. Patterson, M.A., H. T. Beck, M.A,,
W. Macdonald, M.A., Wm. Davidson, B.A., D. A. O’'Sullivan, M.A., C.
R W. Biggar, M.A., Edmund Bristol, B.A., W. H. Blake, B.A,, William
F W. Creelman, B.A., W. F. Maclean, B.A., Toronto.

MATHEMATICAL AND PHYSICAL SOCIETY.

The members of the Mathematical and Physical Society of
Toronto University held their last meeting of this academic year
on Tuesday evening. It was decided that in the future the So-
ciety would meet once in two weeks, instead of once in three
weeks.

The following officers were elected for next year: Pres., Prof.
G. Galbraith, M.A. ; Vice.-Pres., Mr. A, C. MacKay ; Sec.-Treas.,
Mr. I. E. Martin; Cor. Sec., Mr. Alliston; Couneillors, Mr. J.
H. McGeary (Registrar), Mr. L. H. Bowerman, Mr. O. Mc-
Kay, Mr. J. C. Stewart, Mr, Gordon.

UNIVERSITY CRICKET CLUB.

The annual meeting of the University Cricket Club was held
on Tuesday in Moss Hall, a large number of undergraduates
being present. The meeting was held earlier than usual this
year in order to choose a committee to put the ground in order as
soon as possible, and give the team an opportunity of practising
together betore any matches are played. The following officers
were proposed and elected: President, Dr. Wilson ; 1st Vice-
Pres., Prof. Hutton; 2nd Vice-Pres., Prof, Pike; Captain, W. w.
Vickers: Sec.-Treas., G. Mickle; Committee, W. F. W, Creel-
man, B.A., E.S. Wigle, F. H. Sykes, J. Edgar, F. B. Hodgins,
]. Hughes. Matches with the following Clubs were proposed :
Trinity University, East Torontos, T. C. 8., Port Hope, U.C.C.,
Torontos.

WNIVERSITY COLLEGE TEMPERANCE LEAGUE.

The annual business meeting of the above, was held in Moss
Hall, on Monday, 17thinst, the president in the chair. The large
attendance present showed the interest taken in the movement by
the students. On a ballot being taken the following officers were
elected tor the ensuing year. President, Mr. H. J. Hamilton;
Vice-President, A. D. Crooks; Sec.-Treas., Mr. A. H. O’'Brien
Committee, 4th year, Mr. R. J. Duff; 3rd year, Mr. C. R. Owen;
2nd year, Mr. F. B. Hodgins. Dr. Wilson was unanimously
elected honorary President.

YOUNG MEN'S8 CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION,

Although the weather was most unfavorable there was a good
attendance at the Wednesday afternoon meeting this week, an
those present found 1t very enjoyable. A special feature was the
shortness of the addresses, and more praying and singing. The
meeting opened with the 53rd hymn, which was followed by the
reading of the cvii., Psalm, then prayer, then another hymn, the
g5th. Mr, Metcalf then gave a short address on the subject ©
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‘Faith,’ basing his remarks on Romans i. 16: Paul was not |
ashamed of the Gospel, therefore he preached it, and that was
the secret of his wonderful power. The Gospel is the ¢ power of
God unto salvation,’ but only in a certain way, ‘by faith unto
faith ; ’ faith in the speaker, faith in the hearer, the great obstacle
to the power of the Gospel was not sin but lack of faith,

The meeting now being open, the 37th hymn was sung, and
after prayer by the members, Mr. W, P. McKeénzie spoke briefly
on the faults and shortcomings of the Association, the opportun-
ities neglected, and insisted on the need of more faithful work in
the tuture,

Mr. Owen followed. He spoke of one lesson to be learned
from the Salvation Army, their intense faith. They always ex-
pect an answer to their prayers, and if our work is to be successiul
among our fellow students we must have the same.

Mr. G. Sale made a few remarks on the words * not ashamed;’
the effect of the number of Christ’s followers there on the rest of
the College would be very great it we were really ‘ not ashamed.’
and said so. The meeting closed with a hymn and prayer by the
leader.

LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY.
The following is the report of the Secretary of Committee :—

“To the President and Members of University College Literary and
Scientific Sociely.

‘GENTLEMEN,—Your Committee have much pleasure in presenting

their annual report for this the 2gth year of the Society’s existence, a
year which they think on the whole _you are to be congratulated upon,
as being the most successful in the history of the Society. There have
been 21 meetings held ; of these 10 were open, and 6 were ordinary, the
remainder being made up by 4 public debat.es and the Conversazione.
Early in the year a warm, though rather one-sided discussion arose as to
the abatement of the interest taken in the Society’s proceedings ;
whether, as the majority of the writers and speakers affirmed, the Society
wasdecliningor nodoes not at present affect you;; but there is nodoubt that
shortly after this fresh vigor was infused into the members, the practical
result of which was that change made in the constitution declaring that
the remainder of the Society’s meetings should be of the style termed
‘“open”: a change which in the opinion of your Committee has been
most beneficial to the welfare of the Society ; for all the meetings held
this term have been well attended, and the debates have never failed to
be spirited and interesting. If you compare the following figures on
the average attendance, you will easily see that the Society, in this
particular at least, has not lost ground: The average attendance for
1879-1880 was 57, for '80-81 i't was 50, for '81-82 66, for '82-83 54,
and for the present year '83-'84 it is 6o. )
' ‘The number of readings delivered during the year was 26, a
lamentable falling off when compared with 53 in ’81-82, and in ’82-'83.
Your Committee think that it would be advisable to warmly encourage
both this branch of literary training as well as that of essay writing,
these subjects undoubtedly having been of late neglected. .

‘The Public Debates and annual Conversazione were without ex-
ception highly successful ; in the case of the last-named entertainment,
owing to the kind generosity on the part of the the College professors,
the finance committee were enabled to report a surplus withput en-
Croaching on the Society’s funds. Proposed changes to the constitu-
tion have been many and varied, and some of the most vigorous speech-
es have been made on those occasions when they have been brought
up for consideration ; the more important of the amendments. which
Wwere passed are as follows : that one already referred to, changmgrthe
character of the ordinary meetings of the Society ; that of Mr. McKen-
zie, which is at present under the charge of a special committee, to be
brought up for discussion in a more settled and tangible form next fall;
and finally the one whose usefulness you are about to test at this even-
Ing’s elections.

¢ “The Society has lost through death two of its members, J. W.
Rattray, B. A, and Mr. E. N. Hughes, the former a University gold-
Medallist, and one who, when pursuing his course here, always took the
8reatest interest in the Society’s proceedings; the latter, personally
known to nearly all present, was still an undergraduate at the Univer-
Sity ; the memory of his life and friendship will dwell in the hearts of
his fellow-students as a far more fitting testimonial to his worth than
anything further that could be said here. ‘ o

“Your committee, in concluding, express their heartiest wishes for
the continued welfare of this your Society, and hope that it will be in
the future, as it has been in the past, an institution of which botl} the
graduates and undergraduates of Toronto University may be justly
Proud’

REPORT OF THE ESSAY COMMITTEE.

The Committee are of opinion that the best essay is that en-
titled ¢ Morning’ by ‘ Nemo.” The writer has chosen a subject
at once more hackneyed (and therefore, when successtully treated,
admitting of more originality) and also more perennial in its
charm. He has written not of books or anything to be learnt
from books, not yet even of men, but Nature, older than either,.
yet ever younger and stronger in the appeal of her beauty: and
he has so handled his theme as to stir echoes of the spirit
of America’s most gracetul and poetic nature, Nathaniel How-
thorne.

Of the other essays they are of opinion that ¢ Shelley,’ by
‘ Free Lance,’ and * Heinrich Heine, by ¢ Layal,” stand as nearly
as possible on an equality, the first maintaining a more even level
of excellence throughout, t‘hough isolated passages in the ¢ Heine’
will compare favorably. They recognize in the essay on Shelley
a careful and judicial study of the subject, combined with a deli-
cate literary taste, which is apparent everywhere, but especially
in the choice of passages for quotation. The author of ¢ Heine’
shows more philosophical power and deeper sense of the mystery
and the contradictions of the human soul, but his power of ex-
pression is less developed and his quotations by no means as

happy.

The essay on ¢ Democracy ' has the merit of a good style, and
thoughtful and temperate statement : but the problems with which
it deals are handled in a manner too abstract and with inadequate
illustrations, especiaily in relation to contemporary history. The
complexity of things—above all of things political—and inevitable
balance of loss and gain in all human institutions, is not sufficiently

worked out.

QUICQUID AGUNT.

The House Committee of the Literary Society have arranged
for the sale of the Reading Room Periodicals, on Saturday, the
12th inst., at 10.30 a.m.

The following privates of ‘K’ Company, having passed the
necessary examination, are granted sergeants’ certificates : J. A,
Creasor, H. J. Hamilton, E, Johnston, M. S. Mercer, B. B.
Thompson. Privates Crooks and Stern were granted corporals’
certificates. Battalion drill commences again next Wednesday.
Let there be a good turn-out. :

General College »Notes.

Ambherst College Gymnasium cost $65,000.

Lectures on cooking are given at the University of Minnesota,

Princeton has a machine in their gymnasium for practising the
‘drop kick.’

We congratulate McGill on her gift of $50,000 from the Hon,
Donald Smith. -

The ¢ Adelphi’ of Terence is to be performd in Latin this
spring by the students of Princeton.— Zx.

Rutger’s College is to have a trainer in athletics, who will oversee
the physical exercises of the students in the gymnasium,

Oliver Dyer, Jr., of Yale College, died from the effects of a blow
received by a fall, while sparring in a recent exhibition,

The College of the city of New York has a Glee Club in active
operation, and is talking of organizing a tug-of-war team.

At Amherst a student’s excellence in the gymnasium counts
just as much for him in his record as excellence 1n any study.

Ot 303 colleges in the United States, 155 use the Roman,
2:14the Kuglish, and 24 the Continental pronunciation ot Latin.,—

X.

The first tragedy ever written in America was from the pen
of a Harvard student, and was first played by the students ot
that University.—Zux.

Dr. Haanel, of Victoria University, has made a wonderful discovery
in blow-pipe analysis. Instead of dirty charcoal, plaster of Paris tablets
are used in the work of assaying.

Prof. R. C. Jebb, the distinguised Oxtord scholar, will deliver
the oration betore the Harvard chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, next
commencment.— Herald-Crimson.
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During the seven years that the Rugby game has been played,
Harvard has never put the ball over Yale’s cross-bar, and Princeton has
only touched the ball behind Yale’s goal once and secured one goal from
the field.— College Journal.

Of eight of the principal colleges, the only one advocatinga pro-
tective tariff is University of Pennsylvania. At Williams the free trade
theory is taught, likewise at Yale, Harvard and Ambherst. Princeton is
in an undecided state as to which side to uphold. At Columbia, in the
school of political science, all instruction has a leaning to free trade.—
Ex.

STORIES OF RUSSIAN LIFE.

We have read with great interest and no little sadness two
sketches by the great Russian novelist, Tourgenev, entitled
¢Mumn' and * The Diary of a Superfluous Man.” The translator,
himself a Russian, tells us in his preface that he regards these
two stories as * representing the essential thoughts of the great
author,’ in fact as embodying the lessons which the greatest of
Russian novelists has to teach the world of to-day.

The first of the above stories sets forth the author's senti-
ments with regard to serfdom in Russin. Tourgenev’s object has
long since been attained in the abolition of slavery by the Czar,
and with that single act our author seems to have considered his
mission on behalf of the serf class as accomplished, for after the
emancipation he entirely abandoned the prevince ot low life in
his writings and confined himself to the higher social grades.
The motive of * Mumn’ is very simple ; it merely represents the
unconditional obedience of the serfs to the capricious and some-
times inhuman commands of the serf-owner. Garassun, the hero,
is a huge semi-savage deat mute, a sort of watchman in the
household of his mistress in Moscow, who had for some time been
regarding one of the maid-servants with the eyes of affection, and
is preparing to ask permission to marry her, when the mandate
of the mistress of the house goes forth that the girl is to be mar-
ried to a contemptible drundard of a fellow-servant, and this be-
cause in a quasi-benevolent mood my lady hopes that the drunk-
ard may be reclaimed by the match. The wretched girl, dread-
ing the fury of her almost barbarian lover on learning of the be-
trothal, contrives before news reaches him to disgust him by
teigning drunkenness, a vice for which he had a rooted abhorrence.
Hesees her marriage and subsequent removal into the country with
bitter resignation, and has almost succeeded in filling again the
blank in his life by an intelligent and affectionate dog, when his
mistress, having one night in a waketul moment heard the bark-
ing of the dog, orders the object of his new devotion to be made
away with. On hearing of the order he promises to carry it out
himself, and after all imaginable pangs of separation, he drowns
his pet. The story concludes with the statement, that hencefor-
ward, ¢ he never paid any attention to women, and kept no dog.’
The whole pathos of the tale lies in the unquestioning submission
ot the gigantic serf to the caprice of his weak and querulous mis-
tress. The character of Garassun is powerfully drawn ; with the
very rudimentary intelligence which would be appropriate to a
deaf-mute of his low social standing, he possesses almost brutal
ferociousness, strong instincts of affection and a high-minded
contempt for drunkenness. These are his sole mental or moral
qualities, for his obedience to his mistress’s behests is a purely
unreasoning and mechanical habit, For such a character we can
teel no love, no admiration, only a kind of pity; even our sym-
pathy for his hard lot is strictly speaking indignation against the
system which could inflict such tyrannies upon a man and keep
him sunk in such debased animalism. The other characters are
more or less shadowy and all alike base and contemptible.

The tale is admirably told and the chief person admirably
portrayed, but apart trom its asthetic merits, the story can have
no moral influence upon us; even the contempt of Garassun for
drunkenness, the only moral quality he possesses, is too much
akin to the feeling of superiority which a mastift may be sup-
posed to feel for an over-ted pug.

«The Diary of a Superfluous Man’ gives the obverse of
Tourgénev’s teaching, the worthlessness of the nobility. This is
a wonderful psychological study of a weak, selfish and querulous
scion of the nobility, an eminently °‘superfluous man. At the
age of 30, the hero, in a dying condition, with no more than a
fortnight of life betore him, determines to write a diary of his
lite, merely to amuse himselt and divert his life-wearied mind
from the monotony of a sick-room. He has time only to relate an
episode in his life, the history ot a vain love, the strongest emo-
tion he ever experienced ; amtl even this love was a selfish and

ignoble passton, which only led to mortification and self-reproach.
No summary of the narrative can be satisfactory ; the details of
exaggerated self-importance and arrogance, and no less selfish
timidity, must be all taken in for a complete appreciation of the
sketch. As a study of character it is almost perlect, and petty
as the whole affair 1s, it nevertheless compels interest from the
perfect art of its narrative and the vivid impersonation of the
hero. And yet when we have laid it down, are we sorry for the
unhappy denoument > We may indeed pity the poor weak egotist,
but it is with a pity that is akin to scorn, and not to love. He de-
served all his sufferings ; in his own words, ‘ Am I not a super-
fluous man? What a miserable role of a fifth wheel to the
wagon have I not played here!’ And again, ¢ Oh, if I could only
pass my mind on all my memories, as I pass my eye on all objects
around me! I know that all those memories are cheerless and
insignificant, but 1 have no others. Itis all blank. * A4 gaping
kollow,” as Liza said.

In this character, again, Tourgénev is striking at a social
curse, the pride of the Russian nobility. The less wealthy of
them, while debarred from rising to usetulness in diplomatic or
military careers, consider themselves far too superior to engage
in the bourgeois trades and professions, and thus fill no place in
the national lite. They are a superfluous class, a fungus upon the
tree of society, not only a useless burden and dishgurement, but
an indication also of the internal rottenness and corruption.

This is certainly a melancholy burden to deliver to the world,
a society whose leading principles are false, composed of 1ndi-
viduals whose distinguishing characteristics are selfishness and
incapacity. No wonder that the book left upon us an impression
of sadness. If Russia, to whom some people have pointed as a
new centre of moral and intellectual health, is to be judged by
these pictures of Russian lite drawn by a Russian, what can be
her future? The nobility, who are Russian no less than the
peasants, are represented as false and luxuriously selfish, two
vices symptomatic of decadence ; the peasants, as far as we can
judge of them from ¢ Mumn,’ are slothful and cunning. Never yet
have the Sclavonic race done anything for the cause of civiliza-
tion, nor does there seem to be any prospect of great advance on
their part in the future, :

Another question arises, the question as to Tourgenev's merits
asanovelist. Noone can deny him meritsof style; nor is any writer
superior to him at the present day in the power of psychological
analysis. In short, in all technical, ®sthetic, and intellectual
qualifications he excels ; but a great novelist must be more than
this. No author can be ¢ an idle singer of an empty day,’ heis a
teacher of some lessons, and the more important the lesson, the
greater will be the teacher. Now Tourgenev’s teacling isin no way
commensurate with his great technical gifts; he is not a great
teacher., And he is not a great teacher because his teaching is
negative ; he holds up vice and weakness to scorn, he has nothing
to do with goodness and virtue. It is a platitude to say that ex-
amples of good are more powerful as incentives than examples of
evil as deterrents, No doubt the Satirist is a moralist, but be
sides his necessary inferiority to the creator of bright and shining
examples, his range also is limited by the very infinite variety of
vice. For the faults of one age are impossible and incomprehens-
ible to the next, but virtue is always the same for all ages and
places. Hence Juvenal owes the attention paid to him in modern
times, not to his loity morality and virtuous rage, but merely, to
the fact that he presents us with a singularly complete picture of
the domestic and social life of the Romans at the period of their
highest civilization. On the other hand the Socrates of the Sym-
posium and Apology is a moral force in the world to-day, and
exerts an influence over students of Plato, which Plato himself
often fails to exert. Tried then, by this standard, Tourgenev is
found wanting. Like Dickeas, he attacked the oppression and
social tyranny which weighed on the lower classes; like Thack-
eray, he unsparingly lashed the pettinesses and vices of the upper
classes. But, both Dickens and Thackeray knew how to depict
worth and moral stability wherever they found them, in upper,
lower, or middle class ; and herein lies the Russian’s inferiority
to them as a historian of life: he has examples of evil, but no ex-
amples of good.

‘THE PILGRIM EXILES/

‘Lhe story of the Puritan Pilgrims, that little selt-exiled band
who came over the sea in the Mayflower to worship God and found
a nation, cannot but be one of intense interest to all thoughtful

‘readers. This event, fraught as it is with so great consequences
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in the world’s future history, has often been made the subject of [ inhabitants of the South he found a melancholy tendency to
picture and of poem. There is not probably a better representa- | date every event of importance by the late war. “How beauti-
t}llon oilaxl))y c1rcuriustance n connectxonlwnh the memorable exiles | fy] the moon is to-night!” he once remarked to a gentléman who
than the beautitul picture now on exhibition in the window of | : s » ‘

] ; , . was standing next to him. “‘Yes,” was the reply, ‘“but you should
the art store of Messrs. Laird and Roberts, on King-street West, | yuve soon it before the war.,” So infinitesimal did he find the

in this city. It isa large engraving on steel from a painting by | knowledge and appreciation of art west of the Rocky Mountains

Mr. G. H. Broughton, a somewhat celebrated English artist.
This much-enduring but resolute little company of colonists,
it will be remembered, suffered many hardships during the first
few years of their settlement. Their crops tailed, several ot
their number died, and the remainder,suffering from the cold of a
New England winter and threatened with disease and famine,
began to look with longing eyes for spring and the provision ship
which their friends in their old home across the sea had promised
to send them. Here it is where our artist finds the pilgrims.
The foreground of his work presents a gloomy sky and dreary
gail-less expanse of ocean, and so powertully has this been drawn
that the absorbed beholder can almost hear the low and mournful
murmur of the sea as slowly, wave after wave, it breaks upon the
desolate and melancholy shore. At some short distance from the
water, upon a slight elevation, are three of the exiles, two of
them standing, one sitting, and all three gazing out eastward
over the dreary waste, beyond which lies all that is dear to them
except conscience and liberty. One of the figures is that of a
young man, tall, well-tormed, erect and strong in the strength of
early manhood. His young wite stands beside him, leaning her
head trustfully upon his shoulder. The other woman is sitting
on a bank afew steps distant. The graceful and tender beauty
of the two women transcends mere verbal description. The ex-
pression of all three taces is perfect. We can only wonder that
anything so purely spiritual, so subtly ideal, could be caught and
to some extent realized for us by the artist. High intellectuality
and intense moral earnestness speak to us in every feature.
Here also appears in full measure the sincerity and courage
which led them to leave the green fields and happy homes of old
England and ¢come into the wilderness for the sake of an idea,’
as one of their descendants has so aptly expressed it. All honor
to them! The inspiration of their deed shall go down through
all the ages. They are the heralds to the world of a new era—
the glorious era of treedom of thought and equal liberties for all
men. Well does old Master Cotton Mather say of them,
*God hath sifted three kingdoms to find the seed for this plant-
ing.” Nor do they tfalter in their noble purpose now in the days
of distress and mistortune., Their heroictortitude sustains them
till—that fortitude which made the barren rock of Plymouth
‘the corner stone of a nation.” The slight despondency which
appears in their faces betokens not the weakness of a coward
yielding to adversity but the strength of a hero struggling against
it. Every feature shows that they can endure starvation but not
dishonor. They may yield to death, but to human tyranny,—
never! It was fitting that they, and such as they, should be the
ancestors of that race of heroes who signed the Declaration ot
Independence, and drove the tyrant and his mercenary ally from
a {ree America.
Such are some of the thoughts which Mr. Broughton’s pic-
ture suggests, but it must be seen to be appreciated ; and once

rightly seen it cannot soon be forgotten.
' A. STEVENSON,

Our Wallet,

A large audience assembled at the Crystal Palace at Syden-
ham a few days ago to hear Mr. Oscar Wilde's lecture on his
impressions of America. Mr. Wilde (who has discarded knee
breeches and resumed the prosaic trowsers) said that the Ameri-
cans are the noisiest people in the world, whose national occupa-
tion is catching trains, Pennsylvania, with its rocky gorges
and woodland scenery, reminded him of Switzerland; the pra-
irie of a piece of brown blotting paper. Everything is twice as
large as it should be; everywhere 1s twice as far agit should be.
He visited Leadville, the chief characteristic of whose inhabit-
ants i the constant use of the revolver. He lectured to them
upon “ Benvenuto Cellini, his Life and Works,” a,n'd was repro-
ved by his hearers for not having brought that artist with him.
The explanation that he had been dead for some little time el-
icited the inquiry, “Who shot him?” Among the more elderly

that an art patron—one who inhis day had been a miner- actu-

 ally sued the railroad company for damages because the plas- .

ter cast of Venus of Milo, which he had imported from Paris,
had been delivered minus the arms! And, what was more sur-
prising still, he gained his case and the damages.

* ¥
»*

It was THE SPELLING.
From the Detroit Free Press.

Not long ago a citizen of Michigan avenue had a small
house to rent, and he got a paint brush and shingle and hung
out a sign readiug, “To Wrent.” KEverybody who passed by
had a smile at the orthography, but it was three or four days
before the owner ventured to ask of a butcher:

‘ Say, what on earth makes everybody grin at the sign ?”

“ Why, it’s the spelling that gets 'em.”

It was explained that the word “ wrent ” was not exactly in
accordance with Webster’s latest and the speller went a'way
mumbling, *“ Well, if they are so very particular about it, I can
change it. ”

And he did. Within two hours there was a new sign read-
ing “Two Let.”

* ¥
*

A maiden lady of Kentucky has just completed a quilt con-
taining thirty pieces, upon which she had been working for
15,480 years. That looks wrong, but it corresponds with our
memorandum.—Cincinnati Saturday Night.

*
*® ¥

PRESENCE OF MIND
A lady stepped into the sanctum this morning and said
sweetly ; )
“Will you be kind enough to let me look at the Christian
at Work ?”

The horse editor blushed a little, but had the presence of

mind to say:
Call “Certainly, madam; what can Ido for you? "—Philadelphiu
all.

Communiéationg,

THE UNIVERSITY CLUB,
1o the Editor of the 'Varsiry.

SIR,—The proposal to found a University Club is not the least
pleasing among the many evidences of increased interest in the
College and the University on the part of their children. If such
an msti;ution can be successfully maintained, it will be a source
of continual enjoyment to our graduates, and a centre whence
may proceed organization calculated materially to benefit their
common mother.

Those acquainted with the workings of clubs are well aware
of the serious financial difficulties with which they are so fre-
quently beset. The financial question is the principal one that
we shail have to contend with ; and with a view to overcome it I
suggest that the club be made a nucleus around which may clus-
ter various other University organizations, the scheme that I
have in mind being somewhat as follows :

The beginning of the enterprise to be modest, that if failure
occur much money will not be lost; and in this connection the
establishment of a steward’s, department or at all events a dinin
room, to be delayed until we are sure of our ground. The roomg
to bc_a three or four in number, and situate not far trom the corner
of King and Yonge streets, though not necessarily on either of
those streets. The 'VarsiTy and Clerk of Convocation to have
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offices in the suite of rooms, and to contribute something to the
rent. The Executive Committee of Convocation, and Convoca-
tion itself also, to have their places ot meeting in the Club, and to
contribute to the rent. Such other University organizations as
may find it convenient to assemble ‘down town’ to meet there,
and contribute to the general expense.

My notion of the Club at its inception is thus merely a set of
reading, smoking and assembly rooms, and I believe it would be
safe thus to try the experiment.

Yours truly,
Nov. 1gth, 1883, . B. A,

CO-EDUCATION.

20 the Editor of the "V ARsITY.

In Mr. McGillivray's answer to my letter of last week he as-
sumes that the advocates of the admission of women to Univer-
sity College are pursuing a course calculated to lessen the
chances of getting a separate institution for the iustruction of
female undergraduates in the subjects of the University curri-
culum, and asks why they do not petition the Legislature for such
an institution. Speaking for myself I reply:

1. That there is not the slightest ground for hoping that the
Legislature of this Province will ever vote the money necessary
to provide a college which will afford the same means of training
for women as University College does for men. While I agree
with the member of the Government who said this question
should not be settled on the ground of economy alone, I am quite
confident that this view of the matter will never weigh very
strongly with members of the Legislative Assembly in general.

2. It a separate college were provided for women, its students
would be taught either by the professors of University College,
or by professors appointed specially tor the purpose. If the latter,
where are the funds to come trom? If the former, how are the
already overworked members of University College staff to dupli-
cate all the tuition they now give? Dr. Wilson is now bearing a
burden which ought to be shared with at least two other pro-
fessors, and 1t would be utterly unreasonable to ask him to double
his work for any purpose whatever.

3. It women were provided with a University College annexe
what would be the result ? There is such an annexe at Harvard,
and while it is not perfectly satisfactory to thé students, some of
the teachers are said to regard the arrangement as a needless
waste of professorial power. In University College, London,
women were at first admitted to lectures delivered for their es-
pecial benefit, but the professors of their own accord concluded
to do away with so burdensome an arrangement, and now .all the
classes may be—most of them are—attended by men and women
at the same time. What reason is there for supposing that the
result would be different here ?

4. I regret to learn that there are so many as four under-
graduates ot the University who would not attend the College
lectures. But even if it could be shown—and that is impossible
—that the opening ot University College doors to women will be
the means of delaying the establishment of an institution of
similar character for their special benefit, tt e claims of those who
wish to attend lectures at once can be no longer ignored. This
is the deliberate opinion of the Legislature, and any other would
be manifestly unjust to those on whom the law imposes no dis-
ability. It must be borne in mind that University College is the
property of the State, and that if a parent wishes his daughter to
enjoy in it educational opportunities which are open to his
neighbor’s son, his request cannot be long gainsaid.

5. We all want more money for the University and College.
Suppose our income doubled by the munificence of the Legisla-
ture ; to what use should we put it? In other words, what is
just now the most pressing want ot University College ? I be-
lieve it to be a large increase in the teaching staff, bette- equipped
laboratories, and a more complete library, rather tha a separate
institution for women. I do not expect to see our er lowment in-
creased to such an extent that we will ever have a ¢ ollar to spare
for any such purpose, and if Mr. McGillivray has any well-founded
hopes in that direction he must have access to sources of inform-
ation that are not open to the general public.

On the question of testimony I would like to say a few words,
Mr. McGillivray is not treating us fairly in referring to Dr,
Grant’s action in connection with the Kingston Women'’s Medical
College. Many persons are quite tolerant of co-education in
literary, scientific, and philosophical subjects, who would not ap-
prove of co-education in medicine, and nothing is to be gained, in

’the interests of truth, by ignoring this tact.

I may point out,
however, that in Michigan University, where co-education has
been practised in Arts, Law, Medicine and Dentistry tor many
years, the staff are unanimous in their emphatic declaration that
it has worked well. I have before me at this writing the following
testimonial dated 4th February, 1882, and signed by Acting
President Frieze and 26 professors, including the heads of all the
jaculties:

‘By an act of the Honorable the Board of Regents of the University,
adopted at the session of January, 1870, all departments of the institution
were thrown open to women on the same terms as to students of the other
sex. Since this resolution of the Board was adopted there has been an
annual average attendance of about a hundred women, chiefly in the literary
and medical departments ; though a small number have been matriculated
from year to year in the schools of Law, of Pharmacy, and of Dentistry.
Although there had been much and strenuous opposition to the admission
of women, both in the University and among friends outsidz, chiefly on the
ground that it was a new thing, and that the results could not be clearly
foreseen, the effect of the experiment has been to remove all doubt and
prejudice previously existing in these faculties as to the wisdom, feasibility,
and justice of the measure ; and no one here, so far as the facts have come
to the knowledge of the undersigned, would desire to see any steps taken
towards undoing what has been done. The lady students have proved
themselves thoroughly competent to maintain a standing fully equal to that
of all other students in every department and in every branch of study. Any
misgiving which may have existed as to the moral influence of [the presence
of women mingling in halls and lecture rooms with men, has been entirely
removed by the actual result. If, indeed, any influence at all has been ex-
erted, it must be regarded rather as salutary than otherwise. As to the
eftect of the movement on the educational advancement of women, and the
greater social good which it has enabled them to accomplish, we think there
can be no difterence of opinion. It will be admitted without contradiction
that the lady graduates of this University are at this moment unsurpassed
as_teachers and professors in the High schools, femalc academies, and
colleges east and west.’

Amongst the names to this document I find that of Chiet
Justice Cooley, of the State of Michigan, a jurist of continental
reputation and the author of a work on constitutional law which
is frequently referred to in our own Superior Courts. I must be
permitted to attach far greater importance to such a testimonial
as this than to mere expressions of opinion from gentlemen,
however eminent, who do not speak from actual experience. Mr.
McGillivray is welcome to include the subscribers to it amongst
the ¢ few others’ of whom he speaks, but he cannot class amongst
‘ minor institutions’ a university better equipped, more amply
endowed, and more largely attended than our own,

Toronto, March 31. Wwu. HousTon,

CO-EDUCATION ONCE MORE.

To the Editor of the *VarsiTY.

It is unfortunately a fact that as soon as any great social or
moral reform has been accomblished, there is never wanting a class
of persons—who were never heard from before on the matter—to rise
up and say that what has been done might have been better done, if
only in some other way. They eagerly profess to agree with the main
principle involved in the reform, aud declare that they themselves also
are reformers. Perhaps they are, but who would have thought it ?
Now, those advocates of the higher education of women who suc-
ceeded in obtaining the passage of the recent resolution, have shown
the sincerity of their professions by the efforts which they made to
have the reform accomplished. But this has no sooner been done
than Mr. John MeGillivray asks them why they did not ¢ petition the
Legislature for a separate institution, instead of clamoring, ete.” I
shall be most happy to answer Mr. McGillivray’s question. They
had the assurance of the Minister of Education, and of several pro-
minent members of the Ministerialists and of the Opposition, that in
the present circumstances any such petition would receive very little
support. And this for two reasons: 1st. Because it is well known
that application is soon to be made for a large additional endowment
for the University ; 2nd. Because the Government that dces not feel
strong enough to risk erecting Parliament Buildings, which every one
feels to be necessary, would be very unlikely to undertake the erection
of a University annex of which many doubt the necessity.

Now, let me in my turn ask Mr. McGillivray, if he is in sincerity
an advocate of the higher education of women, why did not he, and
those who think like him, make some little effort to secure the means
for its attainment, rather than content himself with the easier task
of finding fault with those who, after careful deliberation, adopted
the only plan which seemed practicable, and carried it through to a
successful completion ? Professor Young, in that famous letter of

his which was read before the Legislature, administered an indirect
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but severe rebuke to those who opposed co-education ¢ without mov-
ing a finger in the direction of obtaining separate college instruction
for young ladies.”

Mere talk is cheap ; the world will never be reformed by talking
about it. 1f the opponents of co-education would have us believe in
their sincerity, let them leave off talking and go to doing. If they
do not like the present state of affairs they have the same liberty to
petition the Legislature to change it that others had to petition them
to produce it. Meantfime a measure of justice has been secured to
those who had thus far been deprived of it, and who would probably
be deprived of it for a long time to come, if their dependence had
been on their professed friends of the objecting persuasion.

It is in vain for Mr. McGillivray to attempt to make out that
injustice has been.done by this step to young women who do not
wish to attend University College. For they need not attend if they
do not wish to do so; there is no compulsion in the matter. ILet
them ask their friends to obtain an annex for them if they can.
They cannot expect the Legislature to act on the question until it is
brought before them. The recent action of our legislators was in
response to an appeal for relief from what was then an undoubted
present injustice. This does not preclude them from considering any
other case of injustice, real or imaginary, that may be brought before
them. As for the four ladies whom Mr. McGillivray speaks of, I do
not doubt their sincerity. Yet, I know women, and men, too, who
would be University graduates if 1t were not for some reason or
other. In general their reasons are similar to those which prevented
a certain gentleman from entering the army, ¢ an it were not for these
vile guns I myself would be a soldier.’

With a placidity which breathes of innocence and delightful
simplicity, Mr. McGillivray proceeds to ¢ cut away’ as worthless the
evidence of ¢ Drs. White aud Fairchild, and a few others.” At the
same time with a dutiful submissiveness worthy of the schoolmen of
the Middle Ages, he accepts without questioning the unsupported
assertions of Drs. Elliott and Wilson. Mr. McGillivray tells us that
Dr. Wilson says that President White has been absent for long
periods from his College. Very well, what of that? One would
think he would still know much more of what is going on in Cornell
than Drs, Elliott and Wilson can tell him. ,

Mr. McGillivray says that ‘the Sage endowment necessitated
the establishment of co-education.” This is not a fair statement of
the case ; it is a distortion of the facts.
papers of Cornell University : .

¢ The founder of Sage College attached but one condition to his
gift : that * INSTRUCTION SHALL BE AFFORDED TO YoUNG WOMEN BY (OR-
NELL UNIVERSITY, AS BROAD AND AS THOROUGH AS THAT AFFORDED TO
YOUNG MEN.”’

The capitals are the University’s. The endowment did not
‘necessitate’ anything ; it was conditional on something ; a different
matter entirely. A committee was appointed, and after exhaustive
enquiries reported in favour of accepting the endowment and the
condition, They then adopted co-education, 1st, because it is un-
objectionable ; 2nd, because it is much more economical than separate
education. '

Mr. McGillivray in his last paragraph asks why, in comparing
the two systems, I do not give weight to the opinions of Drs. Wilson
and Eliot, who have tried separate education, equally to that I attach
to the opinions of Drs. White and Fairchild, who have tried co-educa-
tion. I answer :I was not comparing the two systems. The point
[ set out to prove, and which I did prove, was the baselessness of the
assertion that ¢ due order and discipline ' would be endangered by the
admission of women to University College. As evidence on this
point the experience of Drs. White and Fairchild and others is worth
everything ; the opinion of Drs. Eliot and Wilson is worth nothing.

Mr. MeGillivray speaks- in a contemptuous tone of Michigan,
Wisconsin, Towa, and other State Universities as ¢ small, minor in-
stitutions.” He compared them the other night at the debate to ¢ our
second rate High Schools.” How great a man then must he be who
is an undergraduate of TORONTO UNIVERSITY! How much
greater he who is a graduate! Ye gods and little fishes! probably
University College, London, is also a second-rate high school! A
German proverb says; ¢ There are people on the other side of the
mountain.’” I commend this proverb to the notice of Mr. McGillivray,
and to that of any other Toronto graduate or undergraduate who
may chance to be afflicted with a too exalted estimate of the great-
ness of his own University. But the fact is all such objections are
irrelevant in this discussion. The question is not at all as to the
mental attainments, but as to the age of the students who will meet
in our College halls. There is no evidence that the average age of
the poor unfortunate students of Michigan University differs from
that of those in our own institution. And sc collapses the mighty argu-

I quote directly from official

ment which Dr. Wilson and Mr. McGillivray have with great labour
worked up out of this material for lack of better.
Very truly yours,
A. STEYENSON,
Toronto, April 1, 1884,

ELECTION NIGHT.

7o the Editor of the "VaRsiTyY. .

In the admirable report of the proceedings on election night
given in your last issue, there appeared one short sentence, the
msertion of which is to be regretted, inasmuch as it placed the
gentlemen therein mentioned 1n a rather unfair and discreditable
light when we consider the very important duties which they
were called upon to fulfil on that night. The general committee,
if Tam rightly informed, appointed Messrs. . F. Brown and D.
C. Little to guard the passage through the door to the voting-
room, that the voters might pass through no faster than they
could be disposed of; and to style them captains of Rugby
teams and to represent Mr, Brown as manfully leading up the
heavy brigade, brings them into positions which they could not
in all fairness hold. However we are glad to be able to state that
these gentlemen discharged their duties fairly and faithtully, and
that Mr. Brown when off duty, in no way identified himself with
inside chargers, but when the spirit moved him put torth his
strong arm without reterence to party, and showed himselt di-
rectly opposed to obstruction and rowdyism of every description.
Moreover, we can scarcely believe that the insiders who were
trotted all over the room at the will of their opponents, tormed a
representative team composed of chosen men, who were ex-
pected to make general opposition to all outsiders; who had un-
doubtedly a thoroughly organized company, with definite plans of
defence, but firmly resolved, in accordance with the old and ever
to be observed principles of the party, not to take the initiative in
any act that had the semblance of unfair play, and it is not too
much to add that they proved themselves loyal standard-bearers
of order and fair play. The attacks made were on individuals
who started crowding, and were not directed indiscriminately
against all party opponents, but all who wished to await theit
turn and pass through quietly were unmolested; while at the
same time a great number of the inside party deserve credit for
discountenancing the general disorder and rowdyism which pre-
vailed at the preceding election. Again, we believe the corner
was occupied not by men who proposed merely to take up space,
but by gentlemen who wished to pass through at the earliest op-
portunity, with the exception of a few who volunteered to stand
the heat and endeavor to stem the crush from without, thereby
assisting others to pass through without being injured. The
charge ot unfairness cannot be brought against the outside party,
and if in a few instances they proceeded to excessthey may be
readily excused when we consider the complete flooring they re-
ceived last year at the hands of their opponents, artl the feeling
of resentment was undoubtedly the reason why one and all of
them engaged in the struggle this year with all their strength and
vigor, though still some were evidently disappointed at the ab-
sence of some of the most prominent partisans in the struggle
last year, and the ¢ Argonauts’ were contented with taking a
bird’s-eye view of the situation'Without sharing the glory of pass-
ing through the same ordeal as their friends. )

It would be untfair to pay no tribute ot praise to the extra-
ordinary good nature and amusing complacency ot those who re-
ceived such rough handling in skirmishes in which they evidently
engaged with no other object than that of having what they con-
sidered genuine sport, and we are most happy to state that they
got entertained to their heart’s content. We are sure that ail
have reason to feel satisfied with the general order on that night,
when we take into consideration the fact that the patience and
temper of an intending voter are tried to the extent of straining
every muscle for at least a couple of hours to place himself in
front of a passage only wide enough to squeeze through, and often,
when he has almost reached the desired spot to find himself
thrust back by the eager and excited throng pressed together on
every side. Yet great in proportion must be his pleasure and
pride when the wondertul feat has been accomplished.

‘OuTsIDE.

— o —— ———

“ THE OKIGIN QF MORAL EVIL.”

7o the Editor of the 'V ArS1TY,

Deaxr S1r,—In your issue of March 29th, I'notice an article entitled
“The Origin of Moral Evil.” In a note appended to that article you
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explain the object of the w.iter, viz:—¢ to elicit some discussion on a
troublesome question.”

Now, I admit that the question is a perfectly legitimate one to
inquire into ; but let us be careful, that at the outset we do not com-
mit the blunder of throwing overboard our only source of information
on the subject—a source of information which has been placed within
our reach through the kind Providence of Him who said of old to the
sons of men, ‘ Oh, do not this abominable thing which I hate.”

¢ Free Liance '’ has a%ittle sentence in his article, which appears
to indicate that he isin danger of committing this blunder. He 8ays
“ The biblical account is a contradiction.” It would at least have
shown more modesty, if he had said “ The biblical account appears
20 be a contradiction ;” for he should remember that “the biblical
account” to which he takes exception was given by a man that also
gave laws to the nation through whose Son ¢ all nations of the earth
are to be blessed ;' and moreover, that the account which he declares
to be ‘“a contradiction,” has served as a guide to such a man as
Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles ; and to many others who through
his preaching and writings have been guided into the truth.

Let me now endeavour to examine a few of the statements of
¢ Free Lance " in the hope of, if not fully clearing up the matter, at
least giving such hints upon it, as may help him and others who are
troubled about it to first give attention to those means whereby men
are enabled to * cease to do evil and learn to do well.”

But let me say at the outset, that I perfectly agree with * Free
Lance,” when he declzres that it is vain to seek the answer by
dealing alone with some first progenitors of man.” Why then, since
this was so plain to him, did he not give the author of ‘‘the biblical
account " credit for as much insight as himself ? And why did he
insinuate that Moses when telling the story of Eden thought he was
giving an account of the origin of moral evil ?

“ Free Lance” seems to imagine that this is what Moses was
trying to do ; but it was reserved for a greater than Moses to put us
on the right track towards the solution of the awful mystery.

“ A knowledge of good and evil,” says * Free Lance,” is pre-
supposed on behalf of the agent in order to regard an action as
morally good or bad.” Certainly. Hence the tree is called ‘¢ The
tree of knowledge of good and evil ;” and hence the serpent said by
way of temptation to an inewperienced and guileless mother, ¢ Ye
shall be as gods knowing good and evil.” God had said, *“ Ye shall
surely die.” The serpent said, “ Ye shall not surely die:” but alas !
Eve forgot the consequence, and sought only the supposed advantage.
Then were their eyes opened : then they inew. Please read again
the whole account.

‘ Free Lance ™’ goes on, ¢ That we are endowed with such power
(viz. to govern evil passions) is an assertion for which neither
consciousness nor experience gives any warrant.” Well, ¢ Free
Lance,” you have evidently been looking in; and your confession is
one well worth your own attention and that of every other son of
Adam ; because that to which you have Just borne testimony is an
awful racr. @ Therefore Jesus said, < Ye must be born again ;" but yet
see Gal. v. 16; and Rom. vi. 14,

Again ‘ Free Lance  says, «“ The fact is that our capability for
doing right is by no means sufficiently developed.” How can that
be developed that is already dead? "See what Paul says on the
subject in Rom. viii. 6-8 ; butsee Eph. ii. 1-5,

“ Thereis” says ¢ Free Lance " further, “ no native energy of
the mind for doing actions independeat of their desirability.” Hence
the word of Jesus to those Jews that sought to kill him. * Ye are of
your father the devil and the lusts of your father ye will (to) do.”
John viii. 44.

“ We act according to the influence of our hereditary endowment,
developed or modified by the circumstances in which we have been
placed.” This is the last quotation I make from “ Free Lance.”
Like many of his other statements it is quite correct ; and, so far as
the first part of it is concerned, it is fully borne out by that word of
Jesus to a certain earnest seeker after truth. ¢ That which is born
of the flesh is flesh,” Jno. iii. 6. But I would ask “ Free Lance”
one questfon, whether he thinks that it would be possible to * de-
velope or modify ” a thorn so that it would produce grapes or a thistle
so that figs would grow upon its branches ! Even so must every child
of Adam continue to bear * evil fruit ” unless he be changed into * a
good tree.”” Is such a change possible ¢ Let the godly fathers and
praying mothers testify ! Let the Christians testify !

Will ““ Free Lance ” bear with me g moment, if T ask him to
take up again the Book whose account he thought was a contradic.
tion?  Please turn o John viii. 80-44. Listen now, I pray you,
whilst a greater than Moses speaks, and let us consider whether His
word does not give the clue to this dark labyrinth so full of horrors.
Let us ask ourselves, * Ought not Jesus to know ?”’ Notice especially

verse forty-four. I quote a part of it. “ He was a murderer from
the beginning and abode not in the truth ; because there is no truth in
him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own; for he is a liar
and the father of it.” Observe particularly the words in italies ; for
they, I believe, furnish the clne to the mystery. What is hated but
the perversion of the good faculty love ? “What is a lie, but the wilfal
perversion of the truth ?

Jesus who is the Truth came “ that he might destroy the works
of the devil,” 1 Jno. iii. 8. Please read Deut. xviii. 18, 19; Matt.
xvil. 5 ; and Heb. ii. 1-4.

Because I have in this article made such frequent use of the
Word of God, I subscribe, Two-Eveep Lance.
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