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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

Ix the United States they are still counting the ballots, but there seems to
be no reason for doubting that Cleveland is duly elected. Nor is there
much reason for fearing that if he is duly elected any resistance will be
made to his installation, or that trouble of any kind will ensue; though
the Irish supporters of Blaine, as a matter of course, are holding truculent
language, and, on the other side, some of the Democrats are making a show
of standing to their arms. The difficulty is confined to the State of New
York, where law reigns, and it would be impossible to perpetrate such
acts of fraud or violence as those the perpetration of which in Louisiana
took the Presidency from Tilden and gave it to Hayes. The scene of
political interest therefore shifts from the United States to England, where
the Franchise Bill, unchanged, is now going up again to the Lords whose
leaders have so far given no sign of surrender or compromise. The Lords
will be encouraged in resistance by the result of the election in Warwick-
shire, where a Conservative has, by a large majority, replaced a Liberal.
The Parnellites, after all, voted for the Franchise Bill, judging, and probably
with reason, that the extension of the suffrage would add to their force,
both by giving them more seats and by swelling the volume of Disunionism.
The very fact, however, that Disunionists think the measure favourable to
their designs, is likely to send not a few Unionist Liberals over to the
other side. We may be sure that strenuous efforts are being made to bring
about a compromise and avert the mortal shock between the Commons and
the Lords, both by the moderate party among the Press and by any one
who may specially represent the wishes of the Court. But the Warwick-
ghire election will make their task less easy. It may prove a fatal victory
to the House of Lords.

ANY one looking to the oscillations in the rate of discount charged by
the Bank of England, which has now gone up to four per cent., would be
at a loss to know whether, in a series of years, the rate of interest was
But if he extended his observation further and took
other criteria for his guidance, he would soon cease to be in doubt. Gov-
ernments are able to refund their debts on more favourable terms, In this
way France and the United States have lessened the burden of interest
which they carried ; and France, whose credit has not improved within
the year, contemplates a further reduction. The Canadian Government
now borrows at four per cent., and good municipal loans are placed on better
terms than could be obtained ten years ago. The railway companies of
Great Britain, in which every financial movement is maintained with great
regularity, shows a reduction, in their interest account within the last ten

falling or rising.

years which is not the less significant because it is small, the average rate
paid having fallen from 4:29 to 4-21. More perhaps than anything else
these figures mark the real tendency to a decline in the rate of interest.
But they do not represent the full extent of the decline, because many
loans obtained at higher figures are still current. If the railway debts
had been greatly reduced, the reduction would of itself have tended to
raise the credit of the companies, but this is not the case. In ten years
the debts have fallen only from the proportion of 26 per cent. to the
capital to 25 per cent. Reduction of debt was not the means of improving
the credit of the companies, and the rate of dividends on ordinary capital
has undefgone no change that could affect the credit of the companies one -
way or the other ; the greatest variation in the decade having been from
4-99 to 4:02, and the average over 4-50. In some directions the field for
the employment of capital is being restricted. Railway construction in
the United States has met a check which will continue to be felt for some
time ; the Canadian Pacific will be completed within the year, and a lull
in construction must follow in this country. England is over-built to an
extent that is probably unprecedented, and the locking up of capital in that
direction must undergo a great decline. Some extension of railways into
the wheat-growing districts of India there will probably be ; but in spite
of dull times and bad trade the growth of. capital is likely to go on faster
than the demand for investment can absorb the accretion. And, besides,
there are not wanting indications that in manufacturing and trade circles
the worst is about over, and that the tide must shortly turn. The reduec-
tion of stock‘s of goods in England has gone about as far as it is likely to
go cotemporaneously with a reduction of prices. Renewed activity may
cause some demand for floating capital, but this will not trench on the
stock of capital which awaits what is called permanent investment, and
which consists of an addition, the creation of saving, to the pre-existing
total. How far the downward movement in interest may go is uncertain,
but the present tendency admits of no doubt. It is not perhaps in the
nature of things that any minimum rate once reached will ever be perma-
nently maintained: fluctuation depending upon an infinite number of
incidents, by which the rate of profit and the proportion between the
supply and the demand for a loanable capital are affected, is not likely
ever to cease. But in the recent past the rate of interest, speaking
generally, has declined, and the forces that produced the decline, far from
being exhausted, are apparently growing more potent and may acquire
increased activity.

TuE death of the Postmaster-General Fawcett can hardly make much
difference to the English Government. As an administrator he was very
zealous, and in some respects successful ; but he will be easily replaced.
The report that Redistribution had been placed in the hands of a subordinate
member of the Government is not likely to be true. Both as a writer on
Political Economy, and as a speaker, Mr. Fawcett was clear and sound,
without being original or striking. He was Radical, but at the same time
judicious, and his arguments always had weight. As a speaker he wag
heavy in manner, partly perhaps owing to his inability to see the faces of
his audience. But extraordinary interest attached to him as the most
remarkable and triumphant instance of a struggle against what to most
sufferers is the overwhelming infirmity of blindness. That he should have
achieved as much as he did in the way both of acquisition and of action seems
miraculous. His determination to defy blindness indeed amounted to
a passion. Not only did he pique himself on appearing to share all the
ordinary impressions and pleasures of those who see; he tried to share
their sports, and went salmon-fishing. He fell short only of Montaigne’s
blind friend who insisted on going out hunting, and was allowed by his
dependents to gallop about for a time in an open field, and then assured
that he had killed a hare. As a political economist Fawcett may be con-
nected with the school of Mill, having certainly not more than Mill of the
Socialistic tendency, which is now beginning to prevail. His character for .
political independence and integrily stood high; but he was extremely
aspiring, and when he thought himself neglected assailed the flank of
Mr, Gladstone, whom he once succeeded in defeating by a junction with
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the Tories. The sympathy felt by everybody for his infirmity, and for his
gallant struggle to overcome it, had no small share in procuring for him
originally his seat in Parliament, helped him greatly in public life, and
gave him perhaps a position somewhat higher than by mere force of ability
he could have attained. :

WHOEVER rises by the strength of one party in the State can safely
count on receiving the malediction of the other party. An illustration,
not singular but remarkable, of this unerring law of party, occurred in Nova
Scotia during Lord Lansdowne's visit to that Province. The new Governor-
General, in his innocence, thought the rise of a Nova Scotian * to an honour-
able position, both in his own country and in the Federal Councils,” would
naturally be a subject of pride to Nova Scotians, and he said so; but the
storm of criticism which followed the innocently intended remark rudely
awoke him to the consciousness that he was treading on dangerous ground.
Lord Lansdowne did not know how much more delicious is the indulgence of
party hatred than of national pride in a fellow-countryman’s success. He,
at all events, could have had no possible motive to do anything that bore
the remotest semblance to a preference of one political party to another ;
and the remark which he made about Sir Charles Tupper was what any

" stranger to the ways of partyism in a small arena would naturally make.

8ir Charles Tupper, it may safely be conceded, is quite as far from perfec-
tion as the average politician, if not a little farther. Yet if the voice of
the dominant party is the voice of the country, he may claim to have risen
to the positions signalized by Lord Lansdowne by the voice of his country.
It is quite true that, as a political partisan, Sir Charles has done things which
had better have been left undone. He bore a conspicuous part in bringing
Nova Scotia into the Canadian Confederation without her consent and
against her will, For this act it was in the power of his country, through
the constituency to which he appealed, to punish him by permanent
exclusion from public life ; but it did not punish him, and even Howe
finally endorsed the initial act of Confederation by taking a seat in the
Federal Government. But Howe was thenceforth put aside by his pre-
vious admirers as a broken idol; and his memory has in their eyes lost
much of the lustre that would otherwise have adorned it. Still people
who are not intense partisans may, we trust, be allowed to see in the career
of Joseph Howe, taken as a whole, something to admire, Whatever Sir
Charles Tupper has achieved he owes mainly to his successful use of party
machinery ; and we submit that the admirers of the machine, to whichever
gide they may adhere, have no right to complain,

TaE admission is now made that Sir John Macdonald has found public
business to transact while in England, and it is added that this business
has been satisfactorily settled. His early return to Canada may be looked
for, the 22nd inst. having been fixed as the day of sailing. What that
business was overy one remains at liberty as before to guess, and until Sir
John vouchsafes a revelation of what has been done, which perhaps he may
not do till Parliament opens, guessing in the dark will continue to be the
order of the day. At the same time, it is a great relief to know the
annexation of Jamaica is already a dead issue; the question having been
killed by the Council of the Island. Mr. Solomon’s was the only affirma-
tive vote.

In a few days the shareholders of the Federal Bank will receive a
statement of the condition of their property, and a proposal will be made
to reduce the nominal amount of the stock by the sum of the actual and
probable losses. - The reduction is not likely to be less than fifty per cent.

- Parliament in consenting to reductions of stock, when losses have been

sustained, makes it a rule not to lessen the liability of the stockholders.
One result of the application of this rule, which it would not be proper
to relax, will be that when the stock is reduced to one-half its present
nominal amount, the shareholders will, under the double liability clause,
be liable for four times the amount of the reduced value of the shares,
but this liability will be limited to past transactions, and in future the
ordinary double liability only will attach. If it should be found that any
of the stock was brought into existence by means of advances made by
the bank, or is still security for such advances, Parliament may hesitate
to cancel that portion of the stock. On a previous occasion it refused to
authorize the cancelling of stock brought into existence by the old * wild
cat ” process of stock notes ; since to cancel any stook on which loans have
illegally been made would be to condone the offence. The shareholders
will expect a full and explicit account of how their capital has been lost.
When the last dividend was paid they were given to understand, not only
that the capital was intact, but that there was in addition a rest of $1,500,-
000. A very short time before a profit of eighteen per cent. on the year’s
business was said to have been made, When this statement was put forth

and continuously, one officer of the bank was engaged in heavy speculations
in the stock. The large profits, if actually realized, must have been lost
almost as soon as made ; and the shareholders are about to hear from the
new manager how much he thinks has been lost, and to what extent the
stock ought to be reduced. The old manager remains to point out to his
successor where the débris of the wreck is to be found, and their united
gervices for acting as a salvage corps are understood to be paid for at the
rate of $20,000 a year. A large number of agencies, including that of
Montreal, has been closed, and the business is being rapidly contracted to
the limits of the remaining capital. The management of the Federal Bank
will be pointed to as a warning rather than an example; and it will be
well if the warning be taken by those in a position to profit by it. The
shareholders of banks should see that their officers scrupulously abstain
from speculation in the stock ; and if they do not choose to take this pre-
caution, they must be prepared to suffer the inevitable loss to which this
dangerous license will sooner or later lead.

TaE disclosures in the Senécal bribery suits scarcely come as a revela-
tion. They are only what would have been expected from the French-
Canadian political Boss, whose preéminence in his art there is none to
dispute. Senécal’s mode of procedure was stated in a few words by
Judge Sicotte in giving judgment. When he makes up his mind to buy an
electoral district, Senécal, by a rule of his own, determines the amount of
the purchase money. He cares little to whom the money is paid, provided
the object is attained. Trusting nobody, he is his own committee ; and the
realizing of his programme consists in organizing the election. He has no
other influence than that which his money buys. Found guilty of paying
considerable bribes to different persons to influence the result of the Ver.
cheres election, and of paying others to work for one of the candidates, he
was fined $800, in sums of $200 each. In presence of these facts it cannot
be said that the Castors are without cause for their revolt ; for the Castors
are not less anti-Senécal than anti-Chapleau. And in Vercheres the Castors
proved stronger than Senécal’s seductive dollars. Of course Senécal does
not pour out money like water in the elections without an object. How
he looks for re-imbursement is no secret. On the morrow of his bankruptey,
in which his creditors got only a fraction of their claims, he appeared as a
purchaser from the Quebec Government of the North Shore Railway. The
purchase-money mounted into the millions, and Senécal, by a speedy re-sale,
made something like a million ($900,000) out of the transaction. Last
‘Session he headed a deputation which went to Ottawa to demand, in the
name of Quebec, a subsidy to the North Shore Railway. At first the
Government hesitated ; then the deputation threatened, and finally the
amount demanded was granted. The Members of either Legislature,
Federal or Local, whose seats he helped to purchase, M. Senécal feels he
has a right to command ; and he would not hesitate to order them to vote
against the Government on any question in which he was interested, if
this were the neavest road to success. For some time last Session his
attitude was that of hostility, armed to enforce his demand, if an open
rupture became necessary. A large contingent from Quebec threatened to
cross the floor of the House of Commons, and the story flew on the wings
of the wind that the leader of the Opposition at last saw victory within
reach. The revolt was encouraged by assurances from the Opposition
press of Ontario that Quebec had nothing to lose by its members crossing
the House, as their present opponents would be prepared, in that event, to
treat the Province with liberality, Senécal acts as if he were an inde-
pendent power in the State, and gives himself the airs of a grand seignior,
to whom, his presence being known at the seat of Government, Ministers
of the State should do homage. DBut his greatness does not always find
ready recognition. By means of purchases which are expected to wear an
innocent commercial look, M, Senécal has managed to get a firm grip on
the French press of Quebec. The notoriety of these transactions has made
for him bitter enemies in other journals, whose béte noir, and very noir it
is, is Senécalism. The attempt to introduce Boss Tweedism into the
politics of Canada is not wanting in audacity ; and, unfortunately, it cannot
be denied that it has so far had a measure of success.

DisTurBANCES which, but for the intervention of a large body of police,
might have been serious, have more than once taken place at the church in
which M. Chiniquy, an ex-Roman Catholic priest, was preaching, in
Canning Street, Montreal. A mob five hundred strong, after being driven
off by a free use of the baton, once more made a stand and threw stones
at the police. They also lay in wait for M. Chiniquy’s carriage, and would
have done serious mischief but for the activity of the guardians of the
peace. Father Chiniquy has, in his day, dealt hard blows at the church
which he has abandoned : bringing the resources of a long experience and
some special rea.ding ta bear on the weak spots to which he directs his
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attacks, he has pointed to the confessional as a canker that has eaten the
morality out of the system. To some of his references, in proof of the
practices which he denounces, it is not hard to find the key. He tells
much which, even if true, he was under the strongest obligation that can
bind a human being not toreveal ; and it is impossible sometimes to know
whether he be a self-accuser, whose conscience would not allow him to
remain silent, or whether all his denunciations are intended for third
parties, It is difficult to read his book on the confessional without
suspecting exaggeration ; but some of the evidence in support of the charges
of immorality is unimpeachable and cannot be put aside as doubtful or
insufficient. In this category must be placed a letter from a well-known
archbishop, written, however, before he reached that dignity, in which is
given the opinion of theologians as to how often a confessor may sin
without being accounted a bad priest. M. Chiniquy has braved the hatred
of the whole body of confessors, whom he-has accused of something like
habitual immorality with their female penitents. But while it is possible
to understand the hostile feeling which he has aroused against himself, it
is not possible to excuse the outrages to which he is subjected. And what-
ever truth there may be in his accusations against the confessional, the
men who form these moby should be the last to resent them ; for if any
one suffers from the practices described it is the layman. But the outrages
are the legitimate outcome of the teaching that no religion but that of the
Church of Rome can show a right even to toleration,

WHATEVER the incident may portend, writers in Paris have begun to
ask whether there are no conceivable circumstances under which the French
Canadians would consent to return to the condition of a French colony.
And the sorrowful reply has had to be given that there is none. Ata
time when M. Jules Ferry tells his countrymen that ¢ the future is to the
nations which seek expansion abroad,” the feeler may not be entirely
without meaning. The query is very much in the formula used by Lord
Ashburton when the negotiations for settling the north-eastern boundary were
in progress, and Colley Gra.ttan, his lordship’s solitary assistant, reported
that there was no chance of the American negotiators accepting the English
view of the case: “Do you think he (Judge Preble) would listen to
reason?” Grattan confessed that the smile which accompanied the
question seemed to cover a depth of finesse which he could not fathom.
Whatever Lord Ashburton may have meant, he did not ask without
an object. The Parisian is only curiously speculative; and whether he
talks for the sake of hearing the sound of his own melodious voice, or
wishes to hear a confirmation of his own views from Canada, he finds his
answer echoed back from the banks of the St. Lawrence. As a suggestion
of a re-marriage would be too prosaic a thing to leave much room for
coquetry, we must accept the echo as a faithful index of the soul. Still
such a question, put affirmatively and answered in the asking, is a
curious thing. But if this be a speculative negotiation, say pour rire, Jean
Baptiste does well by beginning with something more than a simple No.
He adds that he has lost all relish for the conscription, to which he has
become a stranger, and that on the whole he is doing very well under a
Government which does not thrust upon him the honour of spilling his
blood in defence of the British Empire at large, great as he feels the
honour would be. He does not object to the excitement of an occasional
campaign, as the militia rolls of 1775 and 1812 attest ; but, strange as it
may seem, he must confess to the degeneracy of having conceived a posi-
tive repugnance to the time-honoured conscription. With many thanks,
his present mood is to say, and he does say : “ En toute sincérite, nous ne
desirons pas de changements.” The speculative Parisian will of course
accept the answer as final and not be importunate in the attempt to gratify
an idle curiosity.

FrevoH attempts at colonization in New Caledonia have met with the
inimum of success. New Caledonia has been used as a second Botany
Bay ; but the convicts, when they have served their term of transporta-
tion, are incapable of being turned into prosperous farmers. The men
who went in search of La Perouse described New Caledonia as the raw
material out of which the genius of France would be able to make a new
Paradise—so inviting was the aspect and so sterile was the soil; and
now nearly a century later, there are in New Caledonia three hundred
men playing at farming with such poor success that if the heavy
government expenditure were to stop they would be in danger of star-
vation. M. Jules Ferry will have to revise the formula in which he
believes the political wisdom of the time to be comprised, and the new
version will have to contain the confession that it is useless to seek profit-
able expansion abroad unless the means of securing it be employed.
Neither in New Caledonia:vnor in Cochin China have they been successfully

used ; and, what means a great deal more, the same is true of the
favourite colony of Algeria, of which France is at so much pains to make
the world believe she has countless reasons to be proud.

Lours RiEL is not the best possible agent for giving voice to the
demands of the Half-breeds of the North-West. But they have accepted
his agency, and he has given form to eleven different claims, some of
which are reasonable and others quite the reverse. It becomes evident,
on reading the list of grievances which he has drawn up, that his object
is to ingratiate himself not less with the Indians than with his fellow
Half-breeds. He tells the Indians that the Canadian Government ought
to feed them. The Government, he complains, expends less on the Indians
than the Half-breeds and settlers expend. He is ready with condemnation
on the strength of this allegation; though he avoids particulars and offers
no proof. But even to the voice of Louis Riel a deaf ear ought not to be
turned when what he asks is reasonable, And surely the creation of new
Provinces in the North-West, when a given population is reached, is not
an unreasonable request. Safety must be sought in trusting the settlers,
Whether the Half-breeds of the North-West should not be accorded the
same consideration in the allotment of lands that was extended to their
race in Manitoba deserves the consideration of the Government, = It may
be that many of these grants were parted with to white speculators for
a very inadequate consideration, and it might be desirable to take some
precaution against a repetition of like acts of improvidence on the
part of the Half-breeds. But if they are to be treated as free men, it is
very difticult to restrict them in the sale of their lands. It is not easy to
see on what ground future Half-breeds, who may be born during the next
twenty years, should have reserved for them lands, the equivalent of which
the children of other settlers are not to get, or that four generations of
Half-breeds, born and to be born in Manitoba after 1870, should be
entitled to like exceptional treatment. The demand for the setting apart
of two millions of acres to form a fund for the maintenance of schools,
hospitals, and orphans’ homes, for the exclusive use of the Half-breeds, is
probably coined in the same mint that produced that for Government
contributions to convents, wherever there is a sufficient number of these
people to justify, in the opinion of the persons demanding the money, the

‘erection of such establishments. But if extravagant and untenable demands

must be met by refusal, that is no reason why those which justice and
prudence recommend should not be granted.

“BYSTANDER” ON CURRENT EVENTS AND OPINIONS.

THE election of Cleveland is the triumph of administrative integrity
and sterling worth over the arts of a brilliant but unscrupulous and
untrustworthy schemer. It promises the adoption of a rational tariff, and
closes the boundless vista of corruption opened by his rival’s proposal to
go on raising an enormous surplus revenue and spending it in Pension
Arrears, River and Harbour jobs, or Negro Education. It promises also
a foreign policy of good sense and sound morality, instead of the corusca-
tions of a demagogic Jingoism. The best friends of the United States
therefore, as well as the best men in the United States, rejoiced when the
congratulatory telegram from Jay Gould to Cleveland showed, as it seemed
decisively, that fortune had passed to the camp of Cleveland. To complete
the grounds for satisfaction, it appears that Tammany after all was faith-
less to Cleveland, many Tammany votes having been bartered for Repub-
lican support in the municipal elections; and as the Irish Nationalists
everywhere supported Blaine, and are proclaiming their readiness to go to
the length of * blood ” for him, he will after all be free from obligations to
the great power of corruption and at liberty to tread the path of reform
pointed out to him hy the better section of his supporters and by the
nation. He owes his success mainly to the Independent Republicans, and
notably to Harper's Weekly, which by its intrepid adherence to the cause of
reform has well deserved the gratitude of the country. Something is also
due, accidentally, to the Prohibitionist candidate, who carried off a con-
siderable number of votes which would otherwise have been chiefly Repub-
lican, Mr. Cleveland’s personal bearing throughout the struggle, and
especially with reference to the charge of youthful incontinence brought
against him, made the most favourable impression and strengthened the
hands of his friends. To place a libertine at the head of society would be
very wrong ; but Mr. Cleveland is not a libertine : he has once fallen ; his
tone in speaking of his fall shows that he feels rightly on the subject ; and
his fault is not one which directly affects his public character ; it has in -
fact been only too common among men whose public characters were the
highest. The President is an Executive Officer. His legislative power is
confined to a qualified veto. But that veto may be put on Pension Arrears
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Bills, River and Harbour Bills, and dishonest dealings with the Banks or
with the Currency. It may guard both the Treasury and Commerce
against the Demagogue. In determining whether the Civil Service Bill
shall be honestly and effectively administered, the President must have
great influence, and there is every reason to believe that with Mr. Cleve-
land as President that influence will be exerted on the right side. TLet
the new President only put the thought of restriction behind him and his
way is open to pure and lasting fame. The contest however has been
dangerously close; even now mutterings of an intention to contest the
result are heard from the side of the vanquished, and it is easy to under-
stand the eagerness with which commerce, represented by Mr. Vander-
bilt, strives to clinch the decision, and prevent the occurrence of another
national agony, such as was produced by the dispute between Tilden and
Hayes. When the fury of the battle shall have subsided, and the dust
shall have been laid, patriotic and sober-minded Americans will perhaps
begin to consider what must be the effects on national character and poli-
tical security of a system which exposes the Republic to the perils of a
monarchy with a disputed succession, besides stirring up the worst passions
from their depths, bringing every issue to a dangerous head, dividing
society, disturbing commerce, leading to a vast waste of money on demora-
lizing objects, and turning the minds of the people from the calm and
wholesome discussion of public questions to a carnival of violence, calumny,
and corruption.

Tur Presidential election has been watched in England with an interest
inferior only to that which it has excited in the United States and hardly
less practical in character. American Republicanism has never been pro-
pagandist ; in fact the Americans are rather disposed to rejoice in their
monopoly of the institutions which they think place them above all the
old and benighted nations. But everything which seems to betoken the
success or failure of the Democratic experiment tells on politics in Europe,
especially in England ; and with greatly incregsed force since communica-
tion has become so much closer. There can be little doubt that the spec-
tacle of this election with all its evils, all its perils, and all its exposures
of the character of Democratic statesmen, will be a weight cast into the
scale of the Qonservative Party in England at a critical moment,  Critical
in the highest degree the moment is; for it is evident that the struggle
about the Franchise Bill is becoming merged in a struggle for the reform
or abolition of the House of Lords. Mr. Gladstone, we may be sure,
unfeignedly desires to avoid an issue from which he recoils, not less-on
gocial than on political grounds, as well as from the weariness of contention
natural to a man of seventy-four. His reluctance is more than shared by
the Whig section of his Cabinet, But the ambition of Mr. Chamberlain
is now thoroughly kindled, and its highest prize is glittering in his view.
He is completely accepted by the Radicals as their leader; their loud
acclamations everywhere greet his name, and he may well feel that he has a
great popular force behind him. Evidently he is determined to force the
fighting on the grand and perilous issue. He does not even hesitate to
break through the most sacred traditions of English public life by taking
up a position apart from the Cabinet of which he is a member and in
almost avowed opposition to the majority of his colleagues. Whether the
prince of wire-pullers will also prove the foremost of statesmen, as he is
ocertainly among the foremost of party speakers, and whether he will be
able not only to grasp but hold supreme power, will presently be seen. Jacob-
inism is a perilous game for a commercial millionaire with a hothouse
flower in his button-hole. But be the issue of Mr. Chamberlain’s personal
enterprise what it may, it seems hardly possible that the House of Lords

ghould come out of the battle without receiving a wound which sooner or -

later must prove mortal. The principle of hereditary government on
which it rests is too hopelessly dead, its own record is too fatally bad, its
uselessness, and worse than uselessness, even as a conservative institution,
is too. flagrantly apparent. Moreover its material foundation, the immense
rent roll of the landed aristocracy, is now, owing to the depression of agri-
culture, rapidly slipping away. Slow as the march of English progress is,
numerous as are the sources against Democracy in a land of ancient wealth
and fixed tradition, the days of the House of Lords are now numbered.
The attempt to find for hereditary monarchy and aristocracy a new basis
in demagogism, under the name of Tory Democracy, having failed in the
hands of Disraeli, who was its projector, is not likely to succeed in those
of Lord Randolph Churchill. . :

WHaATEVER the effects of protection may be in the case of a self-
contained and self-sufficing continent like the United States, no man of
gense, unbiassed by special interest, can doubt that to such a country
as Canada it would be ruin. Wisdom enjoins us therefore to watch the

movements of Protectionist Propagandism, and to resist betimes the impo-
sition of a yoke which when once imposed and riveted by the force of
vested interests, it is desperately difficult to shake off. Appalling pictures:
are drawn of the depression and distress prevailing in certain English
industries, and we are bidden to behold the fatal consequences of Free:
Trade. In so vast an aggregation of manufactures of all kinds the fluctu~
ations of commerce are sure to be specially felt, and one trade or another
is sure always to be depressed. Moreover England, having had a monopoly
of manufactures and commerce after the Napoleonic wars, is now losing it,
and presents in some measure the aspect of decline. But will any one:
venture to say that the condition of the working classes in England, or
that of the people generally, has been worse since the adoption of Free Trade?
Whoever does must be strangely ignorant of the facts. .The state of
industry and trade in England when the Free Trade movement commenced
was wretched : it was in truth quite as much English misery as Irish
famine that forced open the ports and repealed the Corn Laws. There was
at the same time a large and chronic deficit in the revenue ; and this,
ag Cobden’s biographer truly says, ¢ was not merely the result of an absence
of fiscal skill, but a sign, confirmed by the obstinate depression of trade
and the sufferings of the population, of an industrial and commercial stag-
nation which could only be dealt with by an economic revolution.” The
growth of wealth after the change was almost fabulous; the volume of com-
merce increased four-fold ; prosperity advanced, as Mr. Gladstone said, by
leaps and bounds ; and the national finances shared the general improve-
ment. The repeal of the Navigation Laws, which was to ruin the mercan-
tile marine, was followed by a large increase of tonnage, while the
mercantile marine of the United States has been protectéd out of existence.
That the lot of the American workman is better than that of the English
workman is far from certain, when prices as well as wages are taken into
consideration. Mr. Burt reports that it is not; the correspondent of the
Pittsburgh Despatch, cited at length by Sir Lepel Griffin, reports that it is
not ; and British artisans not a few, having tried America, have gone back
to England. The correspondent of the Pittsburgh Dsspatch says, that
“ where one expects to find in England pauper labour by comparison with
America, there is a condition of comfort in habitation, clothing and food,
which cannot be excelled in any American manufacturing locality.” The
Pittsburgh riots, and the Molly Maguire outrages in Pennsylvania, are not
signs of happiness and contentment; nor have they had any parallel of
late years in England. But the comparison between America and England
is not fair. In America the working classes have the immense advantages
of a new country. Let the wages and the general condition of the people
in England be compared with those of the people in France, or in any
other old country under the Protective system and the result will not be
doubtful. We should have had a sharper experience by this time ourselves
were it not that our artisans when thrown out of employment by the
shutting down of millg, can find a refuge in the United States.

WirH the general question of Municipal Government comes up the
special question of Exemptions in Toronto. No fair title to exemption
can be pleaded on behalf of any property to which services are rendered
by the Municipal Government. A church, a monastery, or a Government
office benefits by the paving, watching, lighting, draining, and securities
against fire just as much as any other building, and its owners, like those
of any other building, ought to pay for that which they receive. The
notion that religious buildings ought not to be taxed is a survival from
the days of Established Churches. It has been truly said that, though the
Church is a spiritual society, its foundations, like those of man, who is a
spiritual being, are in the dust. She hus material interests and concerns
which belong to this world, are protected by this world’s laws and must
pay this world’s rates, The builders of sacred edifices do not charge lower
prices for the materials, nor does the mortgagec charge a lower rate of
interest on his mortgage. The plea that, as every citizen belongs to a
church, it comes practically to the same thing whether church buildings
are taxed or not, in the first place ‘requires qualification to rhake it true:
to say nothing about the Agnostics, who have no church at all, the more
Ritualistic religions have larger and more expensive churches, while no
denomination has monasteries except the Roman Catholic. In the second
place, even if true, the argument would hold just as good on the side of
taxation as on that of exemption, and the fiscal system might as well be
made uniform. But while everything ought to be taxed to which the
municipality renders service, and taxed in proportion to the service ren-
dered, there can he no claim to tax anything to which service is not
rendered. A national Government by its army and navy, its police and
its law courts, protects property of every description and wherever
situated, as well as all personal rights and liberties; and whatever it
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protects it may justly tax for protection. But a municipal Government
does nothing for any property which is not situated within the city limits,
and therefore to property within the city limits its power of taxation
must in justice be confined. On a public salary, or an income drawn
from sources beyond the limits it can have no right whatever to lay its
hands. Tt might just as well claim the right of taxing the entire earnings of
a railway company because the company happened to have at its head-office
in the city. The recipient of a public salary, of an income derived from
an investment in American bonds, or of profits drawn from business in
other parts of the Province or Dominion, pays as a housecholder and owner
of property within the city his proper share for all services rendered him
by the city government. To extort from him more merely on the ground
that his person or the centre of his business happens to be within the
municipal grasp is a plain violation of justice.

Ix Ontario not a voice was raised in favour of the now defunct propo-
sition of annexing Jamaica. Government journals were silent, though it
seems the Government was inclined to entertain the scheme. But in
Halifax advocacy of the measure has been loud. Halifax would be
the winter, though hardly the summer, port of the Jamaica trade; and
Nova Scotia, utterly disappointed, ds she avows, by the commercial
results of the Confederation into which she was dragged by the hair of
the head, naturally grasps at any promise of increased prosperity. But
it would be far better for us, if she is in sore need, to give her twenty,
or even fifty, million dollars worth of Better Terms than to take Quashee
and his concerns to our arms. A correspondent of the London Zimes,
writing from St. Lucia, says that the condition of the West Indies is
deplorable, and that nothing can save them but an Tmperial loan ; so that
with regard to the financial consequences of annexation we are warned
beforehand ; and even if the burden of defending the two thousand miles
of water-way could be entirely thrown on the Mother Country, there are
many expenses, such as harbours, lights, and public works of all kinds
which would certainly fall on the Dominion. But the political conse-
quences would be by far the worst. Can any one doubt what part would
be played in Canadian politics by a negro delegation, or a delegation
mainly elected by negroes, whose homes and principal interests would be
two thousand miles away? We have not yet made the people of Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick or British Columbia Canadians, and how much
chance would there be of our making Canadians of the population of Jumaica
Only the presence of a small and diminishing number of whites prevents
Jamaica from being a St. Domingo. A St. Domingo in fact it almost was
while it had responsible government. It is now kept in order, and peace
between the two races is maintained by the authority of a Royal Governor,
Slavery has left its evil mark on the negroes, who are genérally lazy, while
much of the work is done by coolies; and we may feel sure that with
laziness are combined ignorance and great indifference to anything above
yams. The advocates of annexation remind us that there is a large negro
element in the United States. That might be a very good reason for not
allowing ourselves to be annexed by the United States, but it is no reason
for annexing Jamaica. The cases however are not parallel. The negro
element in the South States is held under by the more civilized race, while
the South altogether is now politically but a fraction of the,Union ; nor is
there anything that can be called a negro delegation, or any negro interest
to be bought and sold. 'There were some negro delegates in the Republican
Convention at Chicago, and calumny was busy with their names. When
8t. Domingo offered itself to the people of the United States they stead-
fastly refused to accept it, though President Grant pressed upon them the
dark boon with all his powers. Between the Black Vote and the Blue, it
is very likely that British Canadians would soon be fain to take refuge in
the American Union, Once more, then, if Nova Scotia is in great dis-
tress, let us give her Better Terms, but let us not be amalgamated with
Quashee. Happily, Jamaica herself seems at present to be as little inclined
to this strange marriage as Ontarjio, and Mr. Solomon, on bringing the
question before the Council of the Island, finds himself the only supporter

of his own scheme.

A wRETCHED, and at the same time instructive, incident in Jamaican
history is recalled to memory in the Life of Carlyle. ~Once Chelsea found
a hero. The hero was Governor Eyre, who having put to death four
hundred men and women, and scourged six hundred, without any cause,
was at once recognized as an example of the identity of might with right
and a model of moral greatness. He was recognized at least by Carlyle
and Mr. Ruskin ; for Mr. Froude's faith failed, and he now bewails his
fate like Peter bewailing his denial. An agrarian affray took place in a
corner of the island between the black peasantry and the whites. Which

fired the first shot was not certain, but lives were lost on each side.
The disturbance did not spread beyond the district, and only one white
was killed after the fight. The Governor had overwhelming forces at his
command, nor was any resistance made even to the smallest party of the
military. Yet the hero allowed himself to be completely carried away by
the cruel panic of the whites, and carried on for five weeks a murderous
and infamous reign of terror. Noless than 439 men and women were put
to death in cold blobd, while 600 at least were cruelly flogged, for the most
part on the merest surmise, if not simply on account of their race. The
hangings and scourgings of women as well as of men continued for twenty-
five days after the complete restoration of tranquillity had been proclaimed
by the Governor himself. But these were at all events acts of public
atrocity ; the hanging of Willlam Gordon was a personal murder. Gor-
don, a leader of opposition in the Legislature, was Governor Eyre's per-
sonal enemy, and the object of his deadly hatred. He was arrested by
Governor Eyre himself in Kingston where, no disturbance having occurred,
the ordinary law still prevailed, and carried into the district which
was under martial law. He was brought before a court martial, the
composition of which Eyre himself changed for the purpose, and when
even that packed tribunal, fearing to take the innocent blood of a man of
Gordon’s position on its own head, specially referred the sentence to the
Governor, Eyre signed with his own hand the death warrant of his enemy.
Gordon’s house was sacked and his widow left desolate. Murder, said
John Bright, is foul, and judicial murder the foulest of all. A protest
was raised and the cognizance of justice was invoked by those who desired
that the rule of England over the subject races should for her sake as well
as theirs be a rule of righteousness, and knew that, if it were not, the
infection of violence and iniquity would in time spread to her own gov-
ernment, as indeed was made clearly manifest by the conduct and language
of the Tory hristocracy and their partisans on this occasion. These men,
the list of whom included Bright, Mill, Thomas Hughes, Darwin, Huxley,
Herbert Spencer and Harrison, are of course described by Carlyle as “a
set of empty insincere fools,” and collectively as ‘“a vast blockheadism ”
into the “abominable belly ” of which “impetuous Ruskin plunges his
rapier up to the hilt.” Such is the emasculate violence which the Chelsea
clique mistake for force. Class feeling, embodied in a Grand Jury, closed
the gates of justice ; but the charge of Lord Chief Justice Cockburn nobly
vindicated the principles which Governor Eyre’s murderous cowardice had
impugned. Mud was of course thrown by the Chelsea clique on the
Chief Justice’s ermine, which lost nothing of its purity thereby.

AN almost agonized cry has gone up from some of the clergy, or from
some one who speaks on their behalf, for the restoration of religious teach-
ing—that is in effoct of clerical control—in Public Schools. This is just
at the moment when in Belgium the tide has turned again in favour
of Liberalism, and the victory gained by the clergy on this question
has proved accidental and short-lived. The cry will not be heard: the
divisions between the churches themselves and their creeds are too insur-
mountable ; too many people are now outside churches and creeds altogether ;
the feeling against ecclesiastical supremacy is too strong. The next move-
ment in the educational domain will not be for the restoration of religious
teaching, but against Separate Schools. Is it wise to proclaim that religion
has no chance of maintaining its hold upon the minds and hearts of the
people unless special powers of inoculating the rising generation are put
into the hands of its ministers} Is it wise, or worthy of a sincere believer !
It is impossible to believe in a God and to doubt that He will uphold the
Truth, or to think that the reason which He has given us as the instru-
ment for finding truth if conscientiously used, will in the end lead us
astray. That the moral side of our Public School system is weak and
needs improvement is too likely ; but are the Separate Schools in this
respect any better than the rest{

THERE seems, however, to be no reason why we should not be able to

Aprovide for our schools something in the way of a moral catechism of a

rather more practical and effective kind than the common manuals of
Ethics. It ought surely to be possible to impress upon the mind of a
child in simple and yet telling words, something like those of the old cate-
chism of the Church of England, the leading rules of its life, individual,
domestic and social ; its duties to its parents, its brothers and sisters, its
school-fellows, its teachers, and all with whom in different ways it is
brought into contact ; and to place before it the grounds of those duties,
the rewards of performing them, and the penalties of neglecting them, not
in vague generalities, but in such a form as to reach its heart. To say that
instruction of this kind would be very effective might perhaps be rash ;-
certainly it would not approach in effectiveness precepts uttered by living
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lips, and enforced by living influence and example; yet it might not be
without use. The materials for such ethical instruction are perhaps being
prepared in & quarter where we should hardly have looked for them.
France in general seems to be divided between two violent extremes, the
Ultramontanists and the Atheists, waging internecine war. But there is
also a remarkable school of French writers on philosophy and ethics at
once Liberal and religious, the existence of which is one of the pleasantest
and most cheering phenomena of the intellectual world at the present day.
If its local origin were traced we should perha'.ps find in it affinities to the
religion of Pascal and Port Royal, and the Protestantism of modern France,
a8 well as a reaction against the creed and morality of the Jacobins. Jules
Simon is one of the eminent writers of this school. Another is Paul Janet,
whose position is truly described by his American translator as that
of a religious moralist, and whose “ Elements of Morals” deals with con-
duct in all the lines and relations of life, professional as well as general, in
a thoroughly practical way, and without a shadow of sectarianism, yet in
perfect harmony with religion. The “ Elements of Morality ” is fitted for
8 University or a High School, not for an elementary school ; but it may
supply materials and strike the key-note for something of a more elementary
kind.

“PusLic benefit must have precedence over individual right” are the
words, if the report may be trusted, of a prominent advocate of the Scott
Act. This, if an equally summary, is at all events a less offensive way
of cutting the moral knot than saying that Licensed Victuallers are to be
treated as dynamiters or vermin, Yet it is language which cannot safely
be allowed to pass unchallenged while so many theories of public rapine
are afloat. We delude ourselves, like the school philosophers of old, with
abstract terms which are taken for realities. We are always talking of
the State as though it were a personage of itself, with rights and duties of
its own apart from and above the individual citizens whé compose it.
“The Public Good” is another phrase of the same kind and liable, in like
manner, to perversion. 1t becomes enthroned in the imagination as some-
thing entirely distinet from the good of individuals, and infinitely more
sacred, so sacred as to afford a warrant for that which would otherwise be
iniquity. But as the State is nothing but the aggregate of individual
citizens, so the Public Good is nothing but the aggregate of individual
interests, for the preservation of which every community is formed.
Wrong is not less wrong, nor less subversive of the social union, when it
is done by a majority to a minority or even by all the other members of
the community to one man. To expropriate is sometimes necessary, and
when necessary is consistent with public morality, but there ought always
to be reasonable compensation, It is said, and probably with truth, that
the chief agencies at work in this crusade are those of the preachers and
the ladies; and in both those quarters we should expect rather high senti-
ments and aspirations than a strict regard for common justice.

Tag “ Bystander ” has to thank his friends in the Globe for an attesta-
tion of his political neutrality, which perhaps was not altogether needless.
Having had to rank himself among the opponents of the Government on
great issues, such as those of the Senate and Protection, as well as on several
special questions, such as that of Section B, he was in some danger of
being taken for a partisan of the Opposition. But the Globe has set him
right by assuring its readers that regarded from the Opposition point of
view he is a partisan of the Government. Not only partisans of the
Government, but some who are its bitter enemies, and faithful adherents
of the Globe, are saying, like the ¢ Bystander,” that if the Opposition
wishes to find its way back to power, it must have a definite policy, and
that the people must have this policy kept constantly before their minds, and
not be sent to look for it in the hack files of newspapers. How can the
masses be expected to remain deeply impressed by a brief and cursory
allusion, or to preserve a strong recollection of a silent vote given for a
motion of reform two or three years ago? On one rather important
occasion the ¢ Bystander ” was allowed to have the function of Opposition
pretty much to himself. Under evil pressure, as it is charitable to suppose,
an appointment was made to the judiciary from motives manifestly
improper, and the most vital part of our institutions was threatened with
corruption. The ¢ Bystander” spoke as loudly as he could. Why were
the leading organs of the Opposition press silent? Certainly not because
the subject was unimportant, because the offence of the Government was
slight, or because habitual delicacy restrained the censor’s pen. Here
again reason is given us for doubting whether a change of ministers would
bring with it a great change of policy. Apparently we should be just as
much as ever under the influence of the Catholic vote. But if this is the
oase, how can Orangemen be upbraided with a dereliction of their principles
because they support the Government? What would their cause gain by
the transfer of power to the Opposition ¢

M. RENOUF’s treatise on the  Ancient Religions of Egypt” leads to the
same conclusion with regard to the origin and growth of religion as M.
Réville’s on the “Ancient Religions of Mexico and Peru.” Not ghosts, either
of ancestors or of chiefs, but the sun and the other great powers of Nature
were the original objects of adoration in that country, which, with its
historical records stretching back for two thousand years before Christ,
presents a peculiarly instructive field of inquiry. The religious sentiment,
in short, was awakened in the breast of the Egyptian in the same way in
which it was awakened in the breast of the Indo-European races and those
of Central America. In each case, apparently, the sentiment must have
existed, in however rudimentary a form, as an element of human nature.
or it could not have been evoked. Ra, the great god of Egypt, is the sun,
He crosses the sky in a boat, as the sun-god of other mythologies crosses
it in a chariot. Thoth is the moon, which he wears upon his head either as
crescent or as full disk. The struggle between Light and Darkness, the
succession of the Seasons, are the elements out of which the mythology it
woven. There seems reason, according to M. Renouf, to believe that the
sublimer forms of Egyptian religion were the earlier, and that the observed
uniformity of celestial phenomena led the higher minds, at all events,
to belief in a Universal Power, the service of which was righteousness.
The animal worship, which has been the object of so much ridicule,
seems not to have been primmval. Nor does it appear to have had its
origin in fetichism, as has been taken for granted, but in symbolism. The
Bull was naturally regarded as an emblem of strength and dominion ; but
from being an emblem and associated with the divinity in that character,
he became himself divine in the eyes of the vulgar, and the result was the
worship of Apis. The striking qualities and movements of the hawk, in
the same way, led first to its adoption as an emblem and afterwards to its
canonization. Egypt therefore affords us proof that its original deity was a
fetish. The prodigious number of Egyptian deities in later times seem to
have arisen from the grossness of the popular fancy, which took each
separate aspect and appellation of a God for a separate God. Ra had
seventy different aspects and appellations. Local worship also multiplied
the deities, one of whom each place took for its special patron, as the
Virgin and patron Saints were multiplied by local worship in the Middle
Ages: Our Lady of Loretto or St. James of Compostella being in the
popular imagination a different divinity from the Virgin or the St. James
of other places. Both in regard to this and in regard to the perversion of
emblems, the vulgarizing and degrading process which Christianity under-
went in the Dark Ages may, in some measure, afford a key to the religious
history of ages still darker. Archzology might have mistaken the crowd
of Saints for a Polytheist Pantheon and the materialized symbols, perhaps
even the Host, for Fetishes. Evolutionists indeed seem inclined to connect
the emblematic. Dove with fetishism, and they might with equal reason -
extend the interpretation to the emblematic Lamb, Pelican and Fish. The
Egyptians made offerings and burned incense to the shades of their ances-
tors ; but this was quite a subordinate part of their religion; and there
seems to be no sort of reason for supposing that it preceded, or at all
affected, the worship of the sun. Perbaps, if the truth were known, what
the people paid to their ancestors was sather veneration than the worship
which they paid to a God: as a Roman Catholic distinguishes between the
worship which he pays to God and the worship which he pays to the
Saints. The Egyptian had also, like the Roman, his Genius, or spiritual
double and guardian, but his Genius was not his God. A belief in ghosts,
doubles and wraiths is, as we can almost tell from our own experience in
childhood, a growth from a root totally distinct from the religious senti-
ment. The ghost theory of the origin of religion is drawn from an exclu-
sive observation of savages, the accounts of whose beliefs and traditions, a8
Sir Henry Maine has remarked, are often most untrustworthy, and whom
we can no more identify with primeval man than we can identify the
dwarf horse of the Shetlands, or the blind insect of the Mammoth Cave in
Kentucky, with the original type of the horse or of the insect. M. Renouf
is explicit as to the absence of any confirmation of Mr. Spencer’s hypothesis,
so far ag the Egyptians are concerned. «Yet that hypothesis, based on Mr,
Tylor's observation of savages and nothing else, has been put forward as
incontestable fact, decisive at once as to the past and as to the future of
religion. Surely this is not science. A BYSTANDER.

Ax Exeter (Eng.) hairdresser has discovered three works of J. W, M.
Turner. Mr. Ruskin having been consulted as to the pictures has intim-
ated that he has not the least doubt that the three paintings are the works
of Turner, and he congratulates the owner on his good fortune. Each
picture is 36 in. by 24 in. One represents the north_transept of Exeter
Cathederal ; the second gives a view of the west end, the Cathederal yard
beyond ; the third is a painting of the central portion of the building,
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HERE AND THERE.

It cannot be denied that M. Max O’Rell is a successful author, nor is
it a matter for surprise that his books satirizing Mr. and Mrs. John Bull
are bought up with avidity by Frenchmen during the present epidemic of
Anglophobia. Moreover, in brochures which manifest so unmistakably
that their author writes with only a superficial knowledge of his subject,
blunders must evidently abound. But, in common justice to the people he
has undertaken to criticize, M. O’Rell ought to have prefaced his books
by an explanation that his studies of English life and character have been
made almost entirely amongst the lower classes, and that in speaking of
ladies and gentlemen he does so from such acquaintance as he obtained
from seeing the one on Regent Street and the other dining in the Gaiety
Crill-room. The self-possession of a well-bred lady is, in M. O’Rell's
eyes, boldness : the whole English sex is credited with *sweethearting”
in the country lanes after the somewhat demonstrative fushion of factory
girls. If our facetious author were to be credited, both English women
and men are given to gluttony—the latter .~ore especially being described
as eating four heavy meals per day and washing them down with
prodigious quantities of alcohol. M. O'Rell appears to have ¢ observed ”
English life as a certain American is said to have “done” the Continent,
by spending exactly quarter of an hour by the clock at each place of
interest. Everybody who has lived amongst Englishmen knows that they
practically take but one good meal daily—and that is dinner ; whercas a
very short residence in France is sufficient to impress the most unob-
servant with the lupine manner in which the majority of Frenchmen
devour what are practically two heavy dinners each day, besides break-
fast, and that these are preceded and followed by innumerable nips of
cognac, liqueurs, or absinthe. When years ago the English comic papers
lampooned everything French, it was much nearer the time that the two
nations grappled in bloody warfare ; besides which travelling was costly
and difficult. There is no such excuse now. Paris is only four hours
from London, and both peoples are at peace. But Jean Crepeau has a
long memory for humiliations. ~ Until he shall have forgotten 1815 and
England’s attitude in 1870-1, he will always be jealous of the country he
has taught himself to think of as © Perfide Albion.”

CONTEMPORANEOUS with reports of the long-foreseen disintegration of
the Salvation Army is a paper in the Andover Review over the signature
« Fidelis ” (republished by Williamson and Co., Toronto, under title “ Red-
Cross Knights of the Salvation Army ") in which the means and work of
that organization are defended with more zeal than discretion, and its
continuance prayed for. However opinions may differ as to the stability
of Salvationists’ work, no person who is au courant with the General’s”
operations in England can deny that his duplicity in connection with the
London Eagle Tavern episode effectually degraded him in the eyes of the
English public, and is largely answerable for the discredit now attaching to
the Army in that country—not to mention the “beggarly array of empty
benches” which greeted Mr. Booth at Glasgow the other day. The
unseemly scramble for the spoils which is practically the cause of the
American Brigade’s mutiny is only what might have been expected from
a “staff” led by a man who has never from the inception of his idea given
a detailed balance-sheet of the receipts and disbursements of the Army—
of which, it must be remembered, he is at once *General,” treasurer,
and secretary. Good has unquestionably been occasionally done, however
objectionable the means ; whether it will be lasting time will show. But
that the lax discipline of the Army has permitted of many abuses and
has brought contempt upon Christianity amongst the thoughtless, is only

too apparent.

CHEAP literature is being produced wholesale on both continents. The
vendors of the gutter are selling wildly in the streets of London to-day a
complete two-cent edition of Dickeng ¢ Sketches by Boz.”  Their success
ought to encourage them to try something better, as a rule, than the
indecent books and questionable pamphlets which to often form the staple
One ought not to despair of having penny ¢ Paradise
Losts,” penny Carlyles, and penny Ruskins before the century is out.

Some $1,300 have been subscribed to give the poet Gray a memorial in
his owm university on the River Cam. This seems a small sum for the
author of the best Elegy in the language and one of its best Odes, but the
gubscription list is even more remarkable from the fact that the donors
belong almost entirely to the litgrary and artistic classes. Lord Derby
and the Duke of Devonshire give ten guineas each; the Duke of West-
minster gives five pdunds, Sir Charles Dilke a pound, and Mr. Faw-

cett gave a guinea. But the people who have been touched by an appeal
for the worthy commemoration of the poet in his own college are of the
stamp of Sir Frederick Leighton, Mr. Alma Tadema, Mr. Boughton, Mr.
Luke Fildes, Mr. Hubert Herkomer, and Mr. Watts among artists, and
Mr. Edmund Gosse, Mr. Frederick Meyers, Mr. Coventry Patmore, Mr.
W. J. Courthrope, and Mr. Aldis Wright among literary men. Is the
inference that the man who wrote the poem which, for its length, is most
quoted in all our literature is known only to the select few ; or that the
public has ceased to admire the poet of Stoke Pogis? Anyway, there is
the singular fact that the general public fulfil the poet’s wish, and drop
upon his tomb  (twas all he asked) a tear.” They do not drop shillings.

THE correspondence and diary of Lord Beaconsfield’s pet aversion and
Lord Macaulay’s most detested opponent, Mr. John Wilson Croker—the
Rigby of * Coningsby,” and the real hero or villain of Macaulay’s essay on
“ Boswell’s Johnson "—will be good reading. It tells us all about the
men of Croker’s day, from the Duke of Wellington to Sir Robert Peel,
and is likely to be the best picture of those times which we possess. It is
to be out almost immediately.

THAT great stylish and fanciful teacher, Mr. Jobn Ruskin, is still
anxious to teach us how to teach. His new Fors is almost wholly
devoted to children. He does, indeed, by way of preface, declare against
Mr. Henry George and land nationalisation, urging that the hereditary
principle is a necessity in dealing with land, and the State the worst
possible landlord. But having thus delivered an obiter dictum, he passes
on to say hard things about blockheads who want everybody to be educated
alike. We should not educate all classes alike, nor all children of the
same class or family alike. Each child should be treated without much
compulsion, and unspurred by rivalry or competition. It should not be
plagued with arithmetic. It should be taught rather music and elocution
than vulgar fractions. To aid in the teaching of music, Mr. Ruskin tried
to invent a lyre, upon which English children might learn the principles
of sound; but the manufacture turned out so ugly a thing that the experi-
ment failed, though the charge for the instrument was the same as for a
piano. There should be a reading room, Mr, Ruskin says, in every school
where children who like to do so might have stories read to them an hour
a day. They should also learn geography from maps without railways.
Thus educated, they would be more useful men and women than the
victims of detestable cram who are produced at present. Mr, Ruskin
announces that he intends to stop Fors. He wants to do some autobio-
graphical work.

Do mice think? Because Professor Paley tells in Longman’s a story
which would lead to the inference that they regard a bank note as too valu-
able to be destroyed. When he was a boy in Yorkshire, England, his
mother lost & bank note from her storeroom. There was no doubt about it,
but theft was out of the question. At length a mousehole was discovered
in a corner of the floor, and it was explored. ¢ Immense quantities—two
large jars—of minute paper were drawn out, the accumulation of years,
Strange to say, in one corner of the heap, the carpenter got hold of a nest
of young mice, and brought them out lying on the bank note. It was
wholly uninjured, save for a slight stain; not the smallest portion had
been nibbled away, and it was absolutely the only piece of paper left
entire in all that heap. It happened, then, that the mouse had carried the
note, folded up as it was, through its hole, and ‘then unfolded and spread
it out as a lining to its nest, and had used it as a blanket, evidently con-
scious of its softness and flexibility. The really wonderful part of the
story is the leaving of this one piece of paper entire, apparently because it
was of a different texture from the rest.” Professor Paley says this was
mere instinct, and instinct is a word so indeterminate in meaning that it
is good enough to cover anything. But does not this form of instinet
cover a process of induction.

WriTiNg to a London weekly, a lady declares that she has made a down-
right serious trial of the divided skirt as invented and recommended by
Lady Harberton, and she can make nothing of it. She says: ¢ The
Harberton idea consists of a skirt separated practically into two skirts for
its entire length, and the whole covered quite out of sight by an overskirt
of usual length, so that to the outside observer there is nothing unusual.
I couldn’t understand why it would be any worse than regular skirts and
petticoats, but in taking a walk I discovered a vital defect. In going
down stairs, or an incline of the street, in stepping into a carriage, in
crossing a muddy gutter—in short whenever it became desirable to lift the
skirt, with the clutch and whisk so characteristic of a graceful woman’s
management of her drapery, the thing was put to a trial that found it
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wanting, One hand reaching back for a grip, wouldn’t accomplish the
purpose at all. Nothing smaller than the hand of Providence would
suffice to get a hold of both divisions at once, and the alternative was to
use both hands, for all the world like an ancient spinster from the country,
who takes that method of securing herself against a possible unevenness
of her hem. No, the Harberton skirt won’t do. '

THE columns of a leading daily journal bear testimony to the truth of
8 rumour which lately went the round of newspaperdom : that a well-
known and valuable writer was about to return to his old love in Toronto
after a sojourn in the North-West. His firm touch and intimate acquain-
tance with public matters will be of valuable assistance to the staff he
strengthens, and his personal popularity in the journalistic world is a
pleasing instance of talent recognized independently of political bias.

TurrE were thirty-two failures in Canada reported to Bradstreet’s
during the past week, as compared with thirty-one in the preceding week,
and with thirty-two, twenty-two, and nine, respectively in the corres-
ponding weeks of 1883, 1882, and 1881. The same agency reports 166
failures in the United States last week, as compared with 205 in the
preceding week, and with 219, 149, and forty-nine, respectively, in the
corresponding weeks of 1883, 1882, 1881. About 84 per cent. were those
whoss capital was less than $5,000.

A NEW ONTARIO INDUSTRY.

A pLEA for the culture of the vine in Ontario is not untimely. The
cheap lands of the American and Canadian North-West—-rich, virgin, with
a climate adapted in the highest degree to the production of wheat, have,
though only a small fraction of their area has been brought under the
plough, very materially lowered the price of wheat. A few years more of
their development, and competition in wheat-growing on the part of Ontario
will be unprofitable. But Ontario wheat-growing is threatened, too, by a
formidable competitor in the Orient. The export of India has increased
nearly twenty fold in ten years, and the twenty-nine-million-acre wheat-
field of that country is merely opening to the world. Three thousand
miles of railway are projected to bring its vast supply into the market.
Wheat-growing in Ontario, therefore, is likely not only to be shorn of its
profit, but diminished so greatly that within a few years the Province,
instead of furnishing millions of bushels to feed the more eastern Provinces
and Britain, may have to import wheat to feed its own population. To
what must the Ontario farmer turn to supply the loss of this important
source of his profits in the past? To the production of beef? There is
not much hope in that direction. The development of the cattle export
which has brought millions of dollars to the farmers in late years has been
largely the result of the existence of cattle disease in Britain. But disease
there is almost stamped out, and the system of prevention and suppression
of epidemics has been so perfected that a recurrence of an outbreak such as
the late one is rendered improbable. The dead meat trade from Australia
and other countries which can produce meat very cheaply, has attained
large dimensions, with a prospect of still further increase. The British
stock-raiser, too, relieved of the depressing influence of cattle disease, has
already greatly increaged his herds. Canadian exporters have this year
lost heavily ; cattle in Canada have fallen to a price which no longer in
the dearer lands of the Province admits of the raising of cattle from birth
to maturity with any direct profit. The development of our fat cattle
export seems to have approached its limit, and only in the new northern
districts does there appear to be much hope in further extension of cattle
raising. The cheese industry, too, which has contributed to make in
recent years a golden time for Canadian agriculture, has reached its limit,
and further expansion would be inadvisable. Grain-growing must, for
the sake of keeping up the land, be continued, but not only wheat but barley-
growing must in future be attended with small profit.
brewing interest is undergoing a change. Dacota and the West are pro-
ducing a bright barley which renders the American maltster almost inde-
pendant of the Lake Ontario and Bay of Quinté district. Moreover, the
introduction of rice into brewing admits of the use of inferior barley
without affecting the bright colour bf beer, which heretofore has com-
pelled the use of the Canadian grain. The outlook for Canadian farmers
is therefore not at all bright, unless radical changes are made in our agri-
culture. Very mixed farming is now demanded. Improved butter-making
is urgently called for and promises a resource which may compensate par-
tially for the loss of profits on grain and beef. More is needed. The pro-
duction of wine for home supply and export appears to hold promise of
making up for the decline of the great branches of the farming of the past.

The American .

“Absurd !” many will answer. Let us consider. Perhaps “there’s millions
in it.”

For the production of many of the best and most popular wines, particu-
larly clarets and champagnes, the chief climatic conditions are a season
sufficiently long for the ripening of the grape, a mean temperature for the
three mid-summer months of wot more than 71°and not less than 64°, a
large amount of sunshine, and not excessive humidity. These conditions
obtain in South Germany, and in the best wine districts of France— Bur-
gundy, the Bordelais and Champagne. They also obtain in almost the
whole of Ontario, from the Ottawa south-eastward, and in pai't of the
Province of Quebec. The mean temperature of the lower Ottawa for the
three warmest months exceeds 68°, while parts of southern and south-western
Ontario exceed 70° with a longer season without frost than much of the
French and Geerman districts mentioned. The period of exemption from
frost is quite as long in parts of Ontario as in the warmest parts of Bur-
gundy, and longer than at Vienna or in the Tokay wine district of Hungary.
Almost the entire Province south of the Ottawa and Muskoka is warmer
than the Rhine. In the popular opinion of wine countries “ distance lends
enchantment to the view.”
Rhine vintage is not injured by early frosts, and even in the south of France
frost early in September is sometimes known to reduce the yield of the
vine.* Smoking the vineyard” is an expedient to avert frost common over
much of France. In a considerable portion of Ontario the grape has never
been known to suffer from frost, and in some of the elevated inland
districts, even a height of 1,000 feet above the level of the sea, only two
failures of our most productive grape, and these partial, have been known
in twenty-six years. Our winter cold, it is almost smuperfluous to say, is
rarely found to injure our best wine grapes, which are derived from the
hardy, native vine, though it may be prudent in the eastern and northern
counties, where snow generally falls deep, to lay down the vines for the
winter. A good choice of varieties, early and late, is afforded to suit the
climate of different parts of the Province, and the Concord, our most
productive wine grape, ripens not only in southern Ontario, but at Mon-
treal and Ottawa. The Clinton grape requires a touch of frost to perfect
it, and in the Lake Ontario counties has had to hang over-ripe till the cnd
of October, before sufficient frost has occurred to give it its proper qualities
for wine-making.

Can our grapes produce good wines? Yes, though much remains to be
done in hybridization to obtain as rich a variety of good grapes as France
possesses.  Still, the progress made is encouraging. Our Delaware and
Isabella grapes produce a wine of rare bouquet and quality. The Catawba,
forced northward from the Ohio River by the mildew-breeding heat ang
moisture of that district, has found in the islands and shores of Lake Erie a
climate better suited to its cultivation than any other on this continent.
Catawba wine is pronounced by one of the greatest authorities in Britain to
be one of the best wines in the world, while our standard wine grapes, the
Concord and Clinton, which are grown in almost every county in Ontario,
and have been introduced into California and Europe to take the place of
European vines destroyed by phylloxera, are declared by an eminent conti-
nental writer on wines to be well adapted for wine purposes. A Clinton
wine from near Toronto received a medal at Paris. The Italian judges at
the Centennial pronounced some of the wine from Ontario equal to any
produced in Italy. Prominent members of the British Association have
expressed astonishment at the excellence of Canadian wines, some of
which they said would command a ready sale in Britain at $4 per gal-
lon. The insipid and nauseously-sugared wines too often sold at many of our
hotels as “native wine” are the very reverse of fair samples of our properly
made wines. Experience is wanted by most of our wine-makers, but that
is gradually being supplied through Frenchmen and Germans establishing
vineyards in the Province.

In yield of wine per acre Ontario vineyards decidedly surpass those of
France. Before the advent in that country of the phylloxera, an insect
almost innocuous on our native grapes, the average yield per acre of the

5,000,000 acres of vineyard in France was®23 hectolitres (about 460 .

gallons). In 1830 a maximum of 640 gallons per acre was reached, and
in 1854 a minimum of only 99 gallons. Lady Verney, in the Contempor-
ary Review, gives the average in recent years as 187 gallons per acre. The
figures quoted, however, embrace the heavily watered second pressings.
Of Concord wine, first pressing alone, the average yield around Toronto
is nearly 600 gallons per acre. At Sandwich, for ten years, it has been
nearly 800 gallons, and in 1882, on a five year old vi}leya.rd, the yield of
grapes was 12,600 lbs. and over 1000 gallons of wine per acre. Still
heavier yields are known, but the figures cannot here be quoted. Near
Montreal the average yield can fall little short of 600 gallons,

Methods and appliances are simple. A good cellar, such as is found

It is only about once in three years that the -
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under many a farm house, the requisite number of fermenting vats and
storage casks, and a small press resembling a cider press to break the
grape skins, i3 the wine making outfit required for a small vineyard of ten
or twelve acres. Space forbids a description of the methods of making
and handling wine, but they are not at all as cowplicated in the produc-
tion of good clarets as many people imagine, Fortifying any of our wines
with spirits is to be deprecated. It is a cover for adulteration and
is wholly unnecessary as, owing to the heat of our summers, our wines are
naturally a little stronger than French clarets or Rhine wines and keep
well,

Prices of course vary with age, kind of wine and grape. Excellent
Concord clarets command a ready market for all that is produced, at
$1 to $1.25 per gallon. Clinton wine, which requires longer to mature,
and Delaware and other choice wines, command higher prices. The cost
of producing Concord claret, the staple wine of this continent, is from 12
to 20 cents a gallon. With so large a margin for profit, it is no matter for
wonder that the average net earnings per acre of several vineyards should
exceed $450 per annum. Growing grapes for sale, where a wine-making
establishment is accessible, is much more profitable than any other farm
crop. The original cost of a vineyard is not great ; one man employed
half the year can do the work on ten acres; risks are small, and wine
makers pay 3 cents per lb. for grapes. The average yield of Concord
grapes averages from four to six tons per acre. Of course some parts of the
Province are better adapted than others for grape-growing, but even on the
Ottawa, in favorable localities, a net profit of $150 per acre may be
obtained. :

The area in vineyard in Ontario is not yet more than 4000 acres, but is
rapidly increasing. Numbers of French vineyardists have planted out
vineyards, and nearly a dozen vinegrowers from the Rhine have also
established vineyards within the past two years. Our own farmers, in
growing grapes for wine-making—growing for dessert is easily overdone
—may find & most profitable addition to the products of their farms, and
the Province be considerably enriched by the industry. The moral aspect
is no less important. Were whiskey and fortitied and adulterated imported
Wwines prohibited, and in lieu of that whiskey which is fit only for medicine,
pure and wholesome wines introduced into general use, drunkenness would
In time become as rare as it is in Spain, [taly and southern and middle
France. A A

ON THE IMPORTATION OF ENGLISH DOMESTICS.

Tuar Ontario is very inadequately supplied with domestic servants is a
fact that almost every housekeeper has forced upon her in a most unpleas-
ant manner—so much so that one might be led to suppose that the scheme
of the Hon, Mrs. Joyce, of Winchester, England, to send out servants
with well-attested characters, would meet with the general favour of
Canadian ladies. It only requires us to be convinced that the description
of servants needed would be sent for the scheme to be heartily supported.
There are, however, several points which Mrs. J oyce in her St James’
School-house address did not take into consideration. The first is : Would
the class of domestics which she proposes to provide us with be the ones
we want here? Secondly: Have she and her co-workers acquainted them-
selves with the duties of servants in Canadian homes, and the difference
between those required of them here and those in the “ Old Country ”
Again, are they aware that where one upper house-maid or parlour-maid
might be asked for, there would probably be a demand for a hundred good,
Plain cooks, and perhaps two hundred good general servants? IF Mrs,
Joyce is desirous of making the supply answer to the demand it is obvious
she must acquaint herself with the qualifications sought for. In a city
like Toronto there is an occasional demand for the really first-class English
servant who, knowing one line of work will do that and nothing more, and
who, if she is a nurse, looks for an under-nurse, or being a good cook
expects a kitchen-maid to do the rougher work for her ; hut it would be
useless to flood the country with domestics of that description. They would
be sure to be disappointed, and find it difficult to get places of the gort,
Nor, on the other hand, do we want ignorant, incompetent girls who
Would be more dissatisfied still. What we want are servants equal to
taking places in families where only one or two are kept, who would be
willing to work for comparatively low wages until, having learned the
ways of the country, their services would be worth as much as the Cana-
dian servant.

The demand for servants in our towns and villages is very great; but
then it ig principally for general servants in houses where only one is kept,
Suitable servants for such situations must

be willing to turn their hands to anything—good, plain cooking and

laundry work being the essential requirements, If Mrs. J oyce could sup-
ply us with girls of this sort, the demand for them would be practically
unlimited. The present general experience of housekeepers in smaller
Canadian towns is that emigrant girls demand more wages and do less
work than Canadian ones ; that gratitude is an almost unknown quality
among them, and that as soon as their mistresses have taught them Cana-
dian ways they leave for other places. Good servants, willing to adapt
themselves to new ways, cannot fail to get on in Canada, especially if they
will content themselves with living in our towns and villages ; and house-
keepers would hail with delight any scheme which provided them with
such servants.

In regard to securing a *“ home” or temporary resting-place for these
emigrant girls to recuperate after a long voyage, there can be little doubt
as to the necessity and humanity of the idea. But the institute, if estab-
lished, should be at least partly self-supporting, and a registry office ought
to be opened in connection with it. That Toronto alone would be willing
and able to support it is doubtful ; but call in the towns and villages in
Ontario to contribute, and make Toronto the distributing point, and it
might succeed. The registration fees alone would be a good source of
income. Desirable as it may be for friendless girls to have a home for
them in the first place to go to, and afterwards to return to in case of
illness, it certainly would not be conducive to the inculeation of self-respect
in the young women to have ever before their eyes a home free of expense
for them whenever they chose to avail themselves of it. A certain time
might be allowed immigrant servants to rest and look out for places, after
which they might be required to pay something for their board—as low a
sum as possible. The fact of having a matron interested in their welfare,
and a place from which their conduct would be taken notice of, would
surely be a great incentive for them to do well, and at the same time pre-
vent them from feeling the utter desolation of home-sickness, which must
necessarily prevail to some degree on their arrival in a strange country,
and also be a guarantee of their respectability to their employers,

J. M. Logzs.

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT AT WASHINGTON.

W asnixgrown, Nov, 4.

WasHINGTON, like Toronto, enjoys the distinction of having been especially
laid out, upon virgin soil and a definite plan, for a pre-conceived purpose;
and it also resembles the Canadian city in being the seat of a political
government. Its municipal development has some features of interest
and some full of instruction.

It was in 1790 that the National Legislature accepted the present site
for the residence of the Federal Government, and, after ten years spent in
laying out the future capital and providing partial accommodation for
Congress and the Executive, the officers, records and effects of the Govern-
ment were removed thither from Philadelphia. At that time the President’s
mansion, the Congressional building and the offices of the four executive
departments stood each in an open field, with great stretches of common
between any two, and only an occasional house, or shanty or cabin to break
the monotony of the surface of the land. Narrow plank foot-walks were
laid from one public building to another, but the usual mode of travel
between the legislative building and the executive offices, a mile or more
away, was by horseback, along a narrow * bridle-path cut through the
bushes,

In 1802 the city had attained a population of nearly 3,500 souls, and
the question of local government had become urgent. The members of
Congress knew but one form of municipal government, and that they
applied. The city was incorporated, with a council, elected by the tax-
payers, arranged into two chambers, and a mayor, armed with a qualitied
veto upon the acts of the council, who was to be appointed by the Presi-
dent of the United States in recognition of the interests which the
National Government had in the affairs of the municipality. It is signifi-
cant of the faith which in those days prevailed in respect of the inherent
right to and efficiency of local self-government that, although Congress
met at Washington every year for purposes of legislation, and although
the Federal Government had by far the largest personal and property
interests in the new city, the grant of power to the city council was
surprisingly ample, and was courageously added to from time to time,
The public health, morals, safety, education, peace, honesty and comfort,
and the conveniency of trade, traffic and transportation were all committed
to the city council, with broad powers of taxation, assessment and legis-
lation.

In 1812, conformably to the growth of Democratic principles, the
selection of the mayor was accosded to the city council, but their choice
was limited to a freeholder, and the members of the council were also to
be freeholders, and were to be apportioned among the wards of the city,
and be actual residents of their respective wards. Commissioners of
election were also created, with a view to fair elections and true returns
of the balloting. Taxation and expenditure were to be ratably appor-
tioned among the several wards constituting the city. Another important
modification of the original scheme was the levying of the cost of special
street improvements upon the adjacent property, but such improvements
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were only permissible upon petitions of a majority of the owners of the
property to be benefited.

In 1820 further concessions to the rising tide of Democracy were
made by providing that the mayor should be elected by direct popular
vote, and by increased stringency of provision that all taxes not required
for general objects should be expended in the wards where levied. The
Federal Government also agreed to bear its pro rata cost of special street
improvements like adjacent private owners. About this time, too, the
General Government had to come to the financial relief of the corporation,
which had gotten badly into debt by means of a costly and wholly useless
canal, and had issued great quantities of *‘shinplasters,” to the distress
and derangement of local business. But on the whole, the affairs of the
municipality were honestly and economically managed, and the city made
steady progress in wealth and population.

The year 1848 was one of revolution and riot in Europe and of political
fermentation in the United States, in the interests of human equality and
the rights of man. Congress, responsive to the popular impulse, struck
from the electoral law of the capital the requirement that each voter
should be a taxpayer. Thereafter, municipal elections at Washington
became characterized by turbulence, violence, repeating, bribery, ballot-box
stufling, colonization of voters, “cooking” of returns and recriminations.
The drill-rooms of the militia companies and the engine-houses of the
volunteer firemen were invaded by the kind of political parasites now
known as “heelers.” Candidates for office imported from Baltimore,
only forty miles distant by rail, rival gangs of thieving and murderous
ruffians, self-designated as Short-Hairs and Blood-Tubs, to assist in
carrying elections. This sort of thing lasted till the breaking out of the
Civil War in the spring of 1861, In the autumn of that year the Repub-
lican Congress established a metropolitan police system over the entire
county or district in which Washington was situated, such district con-
taining some sixty-four square miles, and having then a population of
about 75,000 in all, of which three-fourths were in the city.

After the war the property qualification for office-holders was abolished,
and the emancipated negroes, who had swarmed into the city from the
surrounding slave States, were admitted to the municipal franchise. The
power of appointing subordinate officers was taken from the mayor and
vested in the two branches of the city council in joint convention. Under
this system municipal duties and interests were shamefully neglected and
the taxpayers mercilessly plundered. The innocent but ignorant and
credulous negroes were organized into battalions, regiments and brigades,
clad in the shoddy uniforms which had been supplied to the Government

) in enormous numbers during the war, and enrolled as * Boys in Blue”:
,i'n naked device to gratify the negro’s love of show and parade, and to
X'secure to the handful of unscrupulous whites constituting the general

4

‘ﬁcient to overbear the votes and voices of those to whom good government

staff of the quasi-military organizalion the control of a passive vote suf-

had still & meaning and a value.

The government thus based upon illiterate and penniless suffrage
worked in the only way possible to it. Within a year, Congress became
alarmed at its own creation and repealed the long-stunding law which had
permittod the municipality to make special improvements, at the national
cost, adjacent to the national property—the provision requiring consent of
a majority of private owners having been unfortunately repealed in 1864.
In less than four years from the admission of the freedmen to the ballot
the entire municipality was swept away and a government established over
the whole county, officially designated as the District of Columbia. A
goyernor, a legislative council and a board of works were to be appointed
by the President, and a house of delegates elected by a manhood suffrage.
The two chambers were invested with extensive legislative powers; but

the Board of Works turned out to be the dominant part of the machinery

and speedily reduced the rest to passive conformity. Enormous works of
grading, paving and sewerage were undertaken ; publicity and competition
in contracts were boldly set aside, and a carnival of waste, corruption and
fraud went on for three years such as the world probably never saw equalled
within so small an area. A peculiar condition of politics favoured this
state of things. Congressional support and large Federal appropriations
were necessary, and these were obtained by combinations of the contrac-
tors, adventurers, lobbyists and self-seeking officials outside of Congress
with the numerous corrupt elements within that body. ¢The District
Ring” even presumed to extend its operations throughout the country by
seeking to defeat the re-election of honest Democrats and Republicans
who had opposed the plunder of the Federal treasury and the people of
Washington, and to re-elect those of both parties who had lent a guilty
support to the gang. But popular reprobation and resentment throughout
the country were at length so greatly aroused that the leaders of the Re-
publican Party became anxious about the consequertces to the party itself,
and after a vain attempt to *“ whitewash” the Board of Works and its per-
formances, and the acts of the Federal officials who had sold themselves to
it and the contractors, Congress passed an Act abolishing the whole frame-
work of government, and put the municipality into the charge of three
commissioners to be appointed by the President. The District legislature
received news of this action while in session, and the members immediately
began stripping the chamber of all the moveable property in it, one dis-
tinguished statesman getting a clock and another the official dust-brush ;
whence the name, ¢ Feather-duster Legislature,” which it still retains in
the annals of the city. This was over ten years ago, and since then not a
vote has been cast in Washington, nor an election held. Universal suffrage
has been strangled in the chief seat of the high-priest of democracy, and it
would not be possible to find a dozen men whom one would be willing to
confer a private trust upon who desire its revival. _

The present government is presided over by a commission consisting of

two civilian members appointed by the President for a term of three years
each, and an army engineer, not below the rank of major, known as the
engineer-commissioner, and to whom the charge of the public works is
especially committed. The independent police, fire and health boards have
been abolished and those departments are in charge of single superintend-
ents appointed by the comumissioners. The annual budget is prepared by
the commissioners, revised by the Secretary of the Treasury and passed or
amended by Congress. The commissioners then collect one-half the amount
by taxation, and by licenses upon sundry trades and occupations, an
daily deposit their gross collections in the national treasury. To each
dollar deposited the Federal Governmentadds a dollar. The deposits are
arranged into funds for the various objects as specified and limited in the
Budget Act; disbursements are made by warrants drawn by the commis-
sioners, and the accounts are settled by the auditors of the Federal treas-
ury. The whole rate of taxation is one and a-half per cent. upon real and
personal property, moderately assessed, and this, with the contribution
made by the general government in consideration of its enormous posses-
sions and the extravagant scale upon which the city has been laid out for
national purposes, keeps the city and county well governed and provided,
supplies the yearly interest upon the vast debt created by the board of
works, and meets the requirements of the sinking fund established for the
gradual extinction of the debt. As an offset to the ruinous assessments
laid upon private owners by the board of works between 1871 and 1874,
no assessments for local improvements have been made since the latter
year, and Congress, realizing the national responsibility for the saturnalia
brought about by its own enactments, has assisted the people liberally in
recovering from their distress and exhaustion.

The city has now a population of 160,000, exclusive of Georgetown
and smaller suburbs. Its area is almost ten square miles, and the bound-
ary line is fourteen miles around. The estimates and appropriations aré
made for the District of Columbia and not specifically for the city, but
fully seven-eights of the revenue and expenditure are chargeable thereto.
The yearly expenses may be thus approximately stated : Bureau salaries
and contingencies, ‘$170,000 ; maintenance and development of streets,
sewers, etc., $700,000 ; water service, $200,0C0 ; lamps, $100,000 ; police,
$400,000 ; fire department, $150,000 ; sanitary service, $50,000 ; justice,
$30,000 ; charities and corrections, $225,000; cémmon schools, $35J,000 ;
interest and reduction of debt, $1,225,000 ; miscellaneous, $25,000. Of
these amounts one-half is raised by taxes and licenses, and the other hal
is voted from the public treasury by Congress. The streets are very costly
by reason of their great width, such as 130 and 160 feet for many of them.
Criminal, charitable and educational expenditure is much increased by
reason of the great number of persons coming temporarily to the city to do
business for, or with, the General Government.

Municipal government throughout the United States is habitually
inefficient and largely corrupt. At Washington the latter evil disappeared
with the disfranchisement of the ¢ tax-eaters,” while, as to the former, the
municipal work as a whole is done with fair diligence, and the engineering
fire and sanitary services are probably unrivalled—certainly not surpassed.

Reviewing the history of local government at Washington, these facts
stand out clear—that so long as the electors and office-bearers were chosen
from the class that felt directly the cost of government, expenditure pro-
ceeded upon reasonable and efficient lines, and this experience repeats itsel
under a system wherein those who direct expenditure are freed from the
control of those who felt their direct gain from taxation much more strongly .
than their indirect loss from waste and dishonesty. On the other hand,
the admission to the electorate of a preponderance of citizens who only
know that they are being taxed by a chain of reasoning of which many of
them are incapable and to which all of them are practically indifferent has
always resulted in municipal disaster and, in some instances disgrace.

C. F. B

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE LATE LORD LYTTON.
To the Editor of The Week :

S1r,—There has been in the papers an extra-unrational story about the late Lord
Lytton and his wife. As it could not be expected that such a story, related in a letter
of Lady Lytton’s, would be credited without corroboration, additional evidence ba8
been supplied. A copy is published of a deposition made by Lady Lytton's own maid.
It sets forth that ¢ one day in July, 1834, at dinner at their house, 36 Hertford Streets
Mayfair, London, he seized a carving-knife, and rushed at his wife, when she cried out
“for Go1’s sake, Edward, take care what you are about!’ when he dropped the knifé
and, springing on her like a tiger, made his teeth meet in her left cheek, antil her
screams brought the men-servants back into the room, and he has ever since hunted
her through the world, with gpies and bad women, and does not allow her enough to
live upon for & lady in her station,” Now, all the first part of this is either the
ovidence of an eye-witness or it is worthless. No one could testify to such details ©
facts without having actnally seen and heard them. The lady’s maid was not an eye*
witness. No servants were present, or they could not have ‘‘come back.” In any
cage, & lady’s maid could have no business there at that time, nor does she venture to
swear that she was present and saw and heard it all. But what throws still turther
suspicion upon it is that in Lady Lytton’s letter and in the deposition precizely tbe
sawme form and the same words are used—except that in one * like a tiger " is adde®
and in the other *spurting of blood” and **agony.” Now, putting together the faot?
that the maid was not present, and did not see or hear what she swears to, and thet
the words used are Lady Lytton's own, we arrive inevitably at the conclusion that the
maid’s lesson had been taught her, and that she swore by rote. So much suspicio™
happily, thus rests on this dreadful story that it may be dismissed as unworthy of any
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eredence whatever, unless corroboration that is really of any value should be forth-
coming. As the matter stands, it would have been far better for the story if no
corroborative-evidence had been offered. The deposition it seems was got up in case of
& possible suit in the “ Divorce Court,” the woman being, as she says, ‘*‘ unable from
the state of her health to appear personally. Those who are familiar with the pro-
ceedings of that court are well aware that evidence of this kind is not wncommon,

It appears from the somewhat disjointed narrative given in the papers that Lady
Lytton condoned all that tho maid relates, as all that was previous to July, 1834, It
will be matter of opinion whether what she condoned could possibly have been such
outrage as the maid deseribes. It was by Liord Lytton, and not by his wife, that a final
determination npon a separation was taken in 1836. At that date he writes to her:—
‘I have only to say at present that it furnishes another to the unwarrantable and
unpardonable insults and injaries you have so unsparingly heaped on your husband.
On no consideration whatever will I live with you again.” The deed of separation
allowing Mrs. Bulwer (as she was then) $2,000 a year, with the custody of the two
children, and $250 a year additional for each of them, was not ungenerous, considering
the restricted circumstances—they had been living much beyond their means—of
Mr. Bulwer, at that time. This also is a well-known part of his personal history,

Faithfully yours, b. F.
P.8.—The latter part of the deposition could not have been in any greater degree
within the lady’s maid’s competent knowledge.

UNEQUAL EFFECTS OF PROHIBITION.
To the Editor of the Week :

Sir,—With your permission, I wish to eall attantion as to how the proposed
prohibitory Act would operate in the cities if adopted. To my thinking, the principle
involved in it either goes too fer, or not far enongh. In the first place, it involves a
species of class legislation in so far as it, in its action, diseriminatos unfairly in favour
of certain interests. There is risk of its not performing the good -which some people
predict from its operation, but the risk is not, in any instance, theirs. It is at the
hazard mostly of those who do not wish the experimeut,tried at all.

There are men who boast in public of the self-sacrifice they are making: said
self-sacrifice consisting in giving up an indualgeneca, incidentally on doing so—I do not
say for that purpose—saving so much money. These men profess that self-sasrifice i
& moral duty and a Christian privilege, and yet by their action they would deny to
others the privilege of voluntarily performing this duty by making them, not self-
sacrificing, but the compulsorily sacrificed. And in doing so, they would force them
to give up not only the indulgence, but their worldly possessions at the same time,
Were they themselves to give up not only the necessity or luzury, but their own
material possessions as well, that would be a self-sacrifice similar to what they would
compel others to go through. Iu speaech, they inculeate, in action, they contradict,
the express meaning of their own term.

There is one section of a class which will not materially benefit by the workings
of this principle, and that section is totally abstinent working-men. They are now in
receipt of wages which must necessarily be lowered by the competition of those at present
engaged in the trade proposed to be abolished. They incur a risk of non-performance
of the beneficial influences prophesied. They do so voluntarily, and they deserve
honour. But what of those who incur no such risk? What of those who, better able
to pay for the experiment, stand aloof during the continuanee of the ordeal—who do
not even guarantee to their poorer brethren some portion of the material loss should
the venture prove a failare? They are confident all will be well, but they do not
emphasize their confidence by partially insuring the risk. If there be no hazard,
why should they hesitate? Why not legally bind themselves to hand over so much
percentage of their earnings, or stipends, or incomes in proportion to the percsntage
lost by these working-men out of tueir poor earnings? Surely this principle either
goes too far or not far enough in not legally ineluding all classes in the pecuniary
responsibilities of & common venture. The employers of labour in the destroyed trade,
being ruined, cannot help them —a trade which the customs of society founded, but
which was neither created nor invented by those who in the struggle for existeance found
a means of making a living out of it.

As to working-men who are not total abstainers, they will be, with smaller wages,
if work can be found at all, <imply deprived of their accustomed necessity or luxury,
without any corresponding benefit materially, and great loss morally, should the trial
fail.. They have not even the consolation springing from a voluntary self-sacrifice,
nor the beneficent discipline of well-directed personal effort. The principle as laid
down by Professor Drummond in * Natural Laws on the Spiritual World " seems to
apply: ‘Any principle which secures the safety of the individual without personal
effort or the vital exercise of faculty is disastrous to morality.” Yours, eto., H,

Toronto,

INDIAN SUMMER.

Birps that were gray in the green are black in the yellow.
Here, where the green remains, rocks one little fellow.
Quaker in gray, do you know that the green is going
More than that, do you know that the yellow is showing ?

Singer of Songs, do you know that your youth is flying:
That Age will soon at the lock of your life be prying?
Lover of Life, do you know that the brown is going 1
More than that, do you know that the gray is showing }

SERANUS.

AN English contemporary says: We beg our readers’ pardon. Writ-
ing in high spirits from Boulogne last week we spoke of the chemin de
er as a good all-round-and-round game to win money over, We have
counted our winnings since—two francs; and our losings—320% francs.
We meant to have called the game the chemin denfer.

GENTLEMAN DICK, O' THE GREYS.

WE were chums, Dick and I, in the old college days:
Came to grief on the “ Oaks,” and enlisted—the Greys ;
Ne'er a braver than Dick ever sabre-blade drew,

From his plume to his spurs he was leal and true,

And his bright, handsome features and devil-care ways
Won the soubriquet “ Gentleman Dick, o’ the Greys.”

Yet he fretted and chafed at our barrack-room life,

And he longed—how he longed |—for the maddening strife ;
How he sighed to forget all our ¢ feather-bed ” calm

In the wild, dashing charge, in the midnight alarm ;

For he breathed but to tread in the footsteps of fame—
Which for him, gallant heart, was the pathway of shame.

Accurs’d be the hour when Bulstroder Hayes

Exchanged from the “Line” to our troop in “The Greys ”;
Oh! the woe of a life "neath a martinet’s frown—

"T'was a story oft known in a garrison town—

When recruit and scarr’d veteran were under the rule

Of a tyrant from India, or a youngster from school.

Hayes showed “ the black heart ” in a thousand of Ways—
Aye, he made life a hell to the men of “The Greys ”;

Till one day in the stables, our captain, our foe,

Insulted poor Dick, and Dick answer’d—a blow !

But the wrath that felled Hayes to the ground with a crash
Doomed ¢ Gentleman Dick, o’ the Greys,” to the lash.

Six squadrons, four deep, on three sides of a square,

With the officers, doctor, and * triangle ” there ;

And 1, his old friend, saw him led to his shame—

To the infamy cast on a once honoured name— :

Saw the drummer’s dread thongs, and the flesh torn ! Ah, well!
From the young heart they crushed rose a demon of hell.

When the roll-call was answered one morn, all alone

He had fled where the brand of his shame was unknown ;
And the months came and went ; then a rumour of War
Flung a sinister gloom on the fair lands afar H

And we heard on parade, with an answering roar,

That “The Greys” had the route for the Crimean shore.

Down the valley their grey-coated infantry stepped

In a whirlwind of fury their batteries swept,

But “The Greys” led the charge in the bright morning light,
With the foe to the front and the Sixth on our right ;

And, swift as the bolt from the cloud lightning-riven,

The Muscovite flank on the centre was driven.

But ere we could re-form our grape-shattered ranks
The Vladimir regiment burst on our flanks,

And ’twas hack, cut, and slash—little parrying there—
If the Russians were demons, what devils we were !
Right nobly our handful disputed the field,

For a Briton can die, tho’ he never can yield.

Three Russians beset me ; at last I fought free,
Made much of my charger, and turned, God ! to see
A Vladimir horseman charge Bulstroder Hayes,
And, midst the infuriate yells of “The Greys,”
Deliver cut six—and Hayes dropp’d from his horse,
And his curse-writhen lips were the lips of a corse.

Too late for his life—that had gasped its last breath—
But in time, by the gods, to avenge him in death ;
One prick of the spurs in the flanks of the grey,
Three bounds, and I held the fierce Russian at bay,
And, crash ! ag their trumpeter sounded *the wheel,”
From his skull to his teeth I had crimsoned the steel,

As the sabre-cleft helmet discovered his face :

As he fell from his charger in death, I had space

For a glance—oh, my God !—at those wild staring eyes,
For one look at those features upturned to the skies,
And I reel'd in the saddle, my brain all ablaze,

For the dead man was “ Gentleman Dick, o’ the Greys.”

HEerewarp K. Cockin,

SAVE possibly in music, upon which evidence, though far from com-
plete, seems strong, it is doubtful if man progresses in Art at all, and
certainly he does not advance at any calculable rate. Let the builders of
Europe try to reproduce Luxor. No architect of our day, even when
revealing the inner conceit which cynics say possesses all minds, and wiser
men attribute to so many, would say that he hoped to surpass the builders
of the Parthenon, or the often unknown men who in Germany and France
and England seven hundred years ago made their dreams conecrete and
visible in the finest Gothic Cathedrals.—Spectator.,
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THE SCRAP BOOK.

TYNDALL ON THE “ RAILWAY MANIA,” TEACHING, ETC.

In the course of an address at the Birkbeck Institute based on the

, experience of his life, Professor Tyndall said :—It might prevent some of
you young Birkbeckians from considering your fate specially hard, or
from being daunted, because from a very low level you have to climb a
very steep hill, when I teil you that, on quitting the Ordnance Survey in
1843, my salary was a little under twenty shillings a week. I have often
wondered since at the amount of genuine happiness which a young fellow,
of regular habits, not caring for either pipe or mug, may extract even from
pay like that. Then came a pause, and after it the mad time of the rail-
way mania, when I was able to turn to account the knowledge I had gained
upon the Ordnance Survey. I was in the thick of the fray. It wasa
time of terrible toil. The day’s work in the field usually began and ended
with the day’s light, while frequently in the office, and more especially as
the awful 30th of November drew near, there was little difference between
day and night, every hour of the twenty-four being absorbed in the work
of preparation. Strong men were broken'down by the strain and labour
of that arduous time. Many pushed through, and are still among us in
robust vigour ; but some collapsed, while others retired with large fortunes,
but with intellects so shattered that, instead of taking their places in the
front rank of English statesmen, as their abilities entitled them to do, they
gought rest for their brains in the quiet lives of country gentlemen. In
my own modest sphere I well remember the refreshment I occasionally
derived from five minutes’ sleep on a deal table, with * Babbage and Callet’s
Logarithms ™ under my head for a pillow. On a certain day, under grave
penalities, certain levels had to be finished, and this particular day was
one of agony to me. The atmosphere seemed filled with mocking demons,
laughing at the vanity of my efforts to get the work done. My levelling
staves were snapped, and my theodolite was overthrown by the storm.
When things are at their worst a kind of anger often takes the place of
fear. It was so in the present instance ; I pushed doggedly on, and just
at nightfall, when barely able to read the figures on my levelling staff, I
planted my last- ¢ bench-mark " on a tombstone in Haworth Churchyard.
Close at hand was the vicarage of Mr. Bronte, where the genius was nursed
which soon afterwards burst forth and astonished the world. It wasa
time of mad unrest—of downright monomania. In private residences and
public halls, in London reception rooms, in hotels and the stables of hotels,
among gipsies and costermongers, nothing was spoken of but the state of
the share market, the prospects of projected lines, the good fortune of the
ostler or potboy who by a lucky stroke of business had cleared £10,000.
High and low, rich and poor, joined in the reckless game. During my
professional connection with railways I endured three weeks' misery. It
was not defeated ambition ; it was not a rejected suit ; it was not the hard-
ship endured in either office or field : but it was the possession of certain
shares purchased in one of the lines then afloat. The share list of the day
proved the winding sheet of my peace of mind. I was haunted by the
Stock Exchange. I became at last so savage with myself that I went to
my brokers and put away, without gain or loss, the shares as an accursed
thing. When railway work slackened I accepted, in 1847, a post as a
master of Queenwood College, Hampshire—an establishment which is still
conducted with success by a worthy principal. At Queenwood College 1
learned, by practical experience, that two factors went to the formation of
a teacher. In regard to knowledge he must, of course, be master of his
work. But knowledge is mot all. There 'may be knowledge without
power—the ability to inform, without the ability to stimulate. Both go
together in the true teacher. A power of character must underlie and
enforce the work of the intellect. There are men who can so rouse and
energize their pupils—so call forth their strength and the pleasure of its
exercise—as to make the hardest work agreeable. Without this power it
is questionable whether the teacher can ever really enjoy his vocation-—
with it I do not know a higher, nobler, more blessed calling than that of
the man who, scorning the *cramming” so prevalent in our day, converts
the knowledge he imparts into a lever, to lift, exercise, and strengthen the
growing minds committed to his care. At the time here referred to I had
emerged from some years of hard labour the fortunate possessor of two or
three hundred pounds. By selling my services in the dearest market
during the railway madness the sum might, without dishonour, have been
made 8 large one; but I respected ties which existed prior to the time
when offers became lavish and temptation strong. I did not put my money
in a napkin, but cherished the design of spending it in study at a German

university.

Tur WEEE has secured such favour that it has been able to make
important improvements, The contributed articles maintain a high stan-
dard.— Philadelphia Progress.

Ler bink managers and cashiers *stick to the shop” while they are
in it and of it. * Bears” and ““bulls ” may be all very well in their way
—Dbut it is not, or should not, be their way.—Shareholder.

AGRICULTURE in Canada as well as the United States is certainly the
« fundamental ” indestry, in the original as in every other sense of the
word. -Itis at the bottom with all the others on top plundering it by
legislative permission.— Manitoba Free Press.

Ir Grover Cleveland is elected President, he is elected to a burden of
responsibility greater than any President has borne since Lincoln. He
has been chosen as the first distinct representative of the principle of
reform of the Civil Service, and at the same time as the representative of a
party which has been out of power for a quarter of a century.— Republican.

Bur all good men may now properly, pertinently and patriotically
inquire : whether a century’s experience does not justify a thorough con-
sideration of the necessity for extending the Presidential term ; for with-
holding the franchise from public servants; for greatly shortening campaign
periods : and for fixing election dates in other than business seasons.—
Chicago Current.

Tre Panama Canal is a subject on which there is a sad lack of reliable
information. A Washington correspondent of the New York Herald
claims that De Lesseps’s company has already spent nearly $100,000,000,
without having accomplished a twentieth of the work, and that the U. 8.
Government anticipates the early bankruptcy of the corporation. Its
interest charges are already $6,000,000 a year.——Springfield Republican.

THE truth is that no cant is worse than the cant of originality, and
that no cant ought to have been more clearly recognized as cant by Carlyle.
He himgself was original only in what he omitted from the faith of his
parents ; for no man could have retained more vividly the impress of the
religious type which they had handed down to him. That he retained his
faith in Providence and immortality at all, was the consequence of the
faith long and carefully preserved by his ancestors, and by them trans-
mitted to him.— London Spectator.

WaeN the Maritime Provinces sent delegates to the Charlottetown
conference some high hopes were entertained that a federal or legislative
union of New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia would
result from their deliberations. A union of the lower Provinces would
have been a blessing. The larger union has proved an absolute curse.
The man of Nova Scotia who professes loyalty to it is insincere, or has shut
his eyes to what has occurred, not one day, not another, but all the while
since the Maritime Provinces have been attached to their bigger brothers
like tin kettles to dogs’ tails.— Halifax Chronicle.

Ar present we somehow associate with the words bdelles-lettres an idea
of dilettanteism.. Fastidious seclusion is the great danger of a purely
literary life. If we can’t put into poetry something as manly as the hum
and roar of a train of cars, the case is hopeless ; if we can’t get the fresh-
ness and artlessness of common humanity the game is up ; if mountains and
miners, choppers and sailors, the horse and the cyclone, the flood and the
storm at sea are not in literature, then let it be despised ; if it is not as
fresh as nature, let it perish ;if it is not salted by the sea, freshened by
the dew, or glorified by toil—then away with it in heaven’s name. 1f
there is not in your books a perfume sweeter than that of my lilacs and
roses why do you stand between me and them —Z%e Critic.

THE ancients do not appear to have been troubled with sentimental
objections against disposing of their dead in a rational and economical
manner ; with a few exceptions cremation appears to have been almost a
universal custom, which continued in vogue up to the fourth century. No
good and sufficient reason has yet been given as to its abandonment, but
it was undoubtedly the outcome of the doctrine of the resurrection of the
body. In modern times the introduction of cremation is most bitterly
opposed by the ministry of the Christian Church, on the ground of its
being unnatural. Whether or not this supposition is based upon the
absurd notion that the resurrection of the body would in any way be
affected by cremation we do not pretend to say ; woe to the Christian
martyrs who have suffered at the stake, if the fire by which they were
consumed has forever precluded the possibility of the resurrection of their
bodies.—The Halifax Critic. .

Tuk man who all his life has resolutely kept his expenses within his
income, and has not been able to do more, when it comes to paying the
last offices of affection to his dead wife, may yield, and sanction an expen-
diture which he knows to be quite beyond his means when he is told that
respect for the departed demands it. It is therefore to be wished that just
and reasonable views should prevail as to what is fitting in such circum-
stances. Simplicity before all things would seem to be desirable. Any-
thing which tends to mere costliness ought to be avoided. The custom
which has grown so rapidly of late years of strewing the coffin with flowers,
simple and beautiful as it is in itself, is assuming an aspect the reverse of
simple. For the wreaths of costly flowers with which it is now the fashion
to decorate the coffin, and which have come to be expected from relatives
and friends, are expensive, and are apt to represent guineas which can ill
be spared.— Liverpool Mercury.

LirERATURE, like the church, is beset with cant: its great and controlling
ideals are surrounded by impure mists; its phrases of deepest import are
repeated by irreverent tongues until they lose all meaning and become
emptied of all sacredness. This is especially true to-day, when every topic
that rises for an instant to the surface of public attention is made the
focus of ten thousand pens. The great danger to our permanent and
genuine literature just now comes from its necesary and inevitable contact
with the ephemeral and frivolous writing of the day. We are in serious
peril of losing all thought of the true mission and scope of literature in the
gea of small talk which returns upon us like an incoming tide with every
rising sun, In that flood of gossip Mr. Oscar Wilde shows a larger bulk
than the author of ¢ Paracelsus,” and one so loses his intelectual perspec-
tive that at last the two seem to move in the same orbit and to belong to
the same illustrious company.—The Christian Union.

A NEGRO, Prince Croéby, who has just died at Carthage Landing, N.Y.,
aged from 105 to 110, revives pleasant memories of James Fenimore
Cooper. He was the slave of Enoch Crosby, who was the original of
Harvey Birch, in the revolutionary story, * The Spy.”
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BOOK NOTICES.

Vol. I. By Franecis Parkman.
Toronto : Williamson and Co,

MoxnTcaLM AND WoOLFE, Boston : Little,

Brown and Co.

Mr. Parkman has made the field of early Canadian history his own, and
we should find it difficult to point to a writer who has written with more
sympathy for his subject, with a greater degree of preparation, or in a more
captivating style. His new work, entitled ¢ Montcalm and Wolfe,” is the
seventh of the series of his narratives on “ France and England in North
America.”” With regret we learn that, with the exception, possibly, of one
other volume, dealing with the period between 1700 and 1748, the present
work is to be the last. That he has meanwhile skipped the period referred
to, we can well understand, as he has been anxious to give a measure of
completeness to his project, by dealing at once with the larger subject
which closes the period of French occupation of the continent. His health,
we understand, is precarious ; and whether we get from his pen a volume
that shall fill the gap from the beginning of the century to the Conquest is
hot so important as it is to secure the filling in on his canvas of the larger
figures and culminating events which complete the series of historical pic-
tures. A perusal of the preface to the present volume will give the reader
an idea of how adequately Mr. Parkman has furnished himself with trust-
worthy material for his new work. In its preparation he has laid under
tribute the archives of both continents. To quote the author, * the subject
has been studied as much from life and in the open air as at the library
table.” Here, no doubt, is the secrst of Mr. Parkman’s success as a
historian. The volume before us may be said only to lead up to, and not
actually to deal with, the central figures in the drama which closed with
the Conquest. Montcalm alone, and not Wolfe, is'introduced. The period
dealt with is confined, in the main, to the years 1754—57 ; but within these
years we have important ground gone over, and a picture presented to us
of the trend of events immediately precéding the fall of Quebec. A few

bold strokes on the canvas set before us the two opposing nations—the

England, political, social, and military, of the Second George ; and the
France, with the glitter and silken nobility, of Louis X V. and the Pompa-
dour. As a pendant to the picture of the social and political aspects of
these nations, we have a crayon sketch of the attitude of the other European
powers, and a silhouette of the American combatants. Here are two speci-
men bits from the canvas, pictures of the social England and France of the
period :—

If polities had run to commonplace, so had morals; and so too had religion.
Despondent writers of the day even complained that British courage had died out.
There was little sign to the common eye that, under a dull and languid surfacs, forces
were at work preparing a new life, material, moral, and ingellectual. As yet, Whitefisld
and Wesley had not wakened the drowsy conscience of the nation, nor the voice of
William Pitt roused it like a trumpet-peal. It was the unwashed and unsavory England
of Hogarth, Fielding, Smollett, and Sterne; of Tom Jones, Squire -Western, Lady
Belluston, and Parson Adams ; of the ‘“ Rake’s Progress,” and “ Marriage 3 la Mode ”s
of the lords and ladies who yet live in the undying gossip of Horace Walpole,
be-powdered, be-patched, and be-ronged, flirting at masked balls, playing cards till
daylight, retailing «candal, and exchanging double meanings. Beau Nash reigned king
over the gaming-tables of Bath; the ostrich-plumes of great ladies mingled with the
peacock-feathers of courtesans in the rotunda at Ranelagh Gardens ; and young lords
in velvet suits and embroidered ruffles played away their patrimony at White's Chereo-
Iate House, or Arthur's Club. Vice was bolder than to-day, and manrners more courtly,
perhaps, but far more coarse.

The prestige of the (French) monaréhy was declining with the ideas that had given
it life and strength, A growing disrespect for king, ministry, and clergy was beginning
to prepare the catastrophe that was still some forty years in the future. While the
valloys and low places of the kingdom were dark with misery and squalor, its heights
were bright with a gay society—elegant, fastidious, witty—craving the pleasures of the
mind as well ag of the senses, criticizing everything, analyzing everything, believing
nothing. Voltaire was in the midst of it, hating, with all his vehement soul, the abuses
that swarmed about bim, and assailing them with the inexhaustible shafts of his rest.
less and piercing intellect. Montesquieu was showing to a despot-ridden age the prin-
ciples of political freedom. . Diderot and 1Y’Alembert were beginning their revolutionary
Ercyclopmdia. Rousseau was sounding the first notes of his mad eloqnence—the wild
revolt of a passionate and diseased genius against a world of falsities and wrongs. The
salons of Paris, cloyed with other pleasures, alive to all that was racy and new, wel-
comed the pungent doetrines, and played with them as children play with fire, thinking
no danger ; as time went on, even embraced them in a ge_nuine spirit of hope and good-
will for humanity. The Revolution began at the top—in the world of fashion, birth,
and intellect—and propagated itself downwards. ¢ We walked on a carpet qf flowers,”
Count Ségur afterwards said, “ unconscious that it covered an abyss,” till the gulf

yawned at last, and swallowed them,

Such was the social condition of the two nations that were about to take
each other by the throat in the deadly struggle for supremacy in the New
World. Mr. Parkman introduces the picture to account for the imbecili-
ties that marked the relations of both countries with their kin across the
Atlantic. TIn the opening and following chapters are strikingly set before
the reader the difficulties the colonists bad to contend with in maintaining
a contest, not only against the forces of civilization, but against those of
Nature and barbarism. The scene shifts from the Ohio to the Bay of
Fundy, or from the St. Lawrence to the Monongahela. Every tribe of Indians
successively confronts us, and every phase of the Jesuit is presented to view,
We have the episodes of Acadian expatriation, and the horrors of the
Indian massacre on Lake George—the fall of Oswego and the attack and
surrender of Fort William Henry. Nor is the interest confined to events.
Washington and Jumeonville; Bigot and Vaudreuil; Winslow and Shirley ;
Braddock and Dinwiddie; Dieskau and Levis—all live again and play
their part in history, so far as the volume goes. Montcalm we are first
introduced to in France ; but the scene quickly shifts from the domestic hap-
piness of the family-seat at Candiac to the barbarity of Indian pow-pows at
Montreal and the sickening sights of cannibalism and the war-dance on
Lake Champlain. The portraits of Montzalm, of De Levis, and Bougain-
ville, his companions-in-arms, and of Vaudreuil, the Governor of New
France, are full of interest, to the Canadian reader especially. The descrip-
tive passages are many and graphic. Some matters of history Mr. Park-

.

man puts, if not in a new light, at least with more clearness and effect, as
he has succeeded in accumulating material bearing on the case. Everything
he probes to the bottom ; and his judgments are given with a frankness
and dispassionateness which well become the historian. We are tempted
once more to make a quotation, with which we take leave for the present
of this most interesting book. The extract is from Mr. Parkman’s sum-
ming up of the chapter on Acadian expatriation,

New England humanitarianism, melting into sentimentality at a tale’of woe, has
been unjust to its own. Whatever judgment may be passed on the’crue! measure of
wholesale expatriation, it was not put in execution till every resource of patience and
persuasion had been trie! in vain. The agents of the French Court, civil, military, and
ecclesiastical, had made some act of force a necessity, We have seen by what vile
practices they produced in Acadia a state of things intolerable, and impossible of con-
tinuance. They conjured up the tempest; and when it burst on the heads of the
unhappy people, they gave no help. The government of Louis XV. began with making
the Acndians its tools, and ended with making them its vietims,

MUSIC AND THE DRAMA.

TrE Chicago Current of last week prints an unintentionally comic article
by Mr, McGovern on “ Some Aspects of Music.” This gentleman desires
to prove, first, that a music-box, though it begins by delighting the hearer,
becomes afterwards somewhat monotonous. ¢ There needs no ghost, my
lord, come from the grave to tell us this.” He next says that a piano
however well played, has the same result ; that an organ is little better"
that a full orchestra and large chorus lack variety of tone ; and that, in’
fact, never will real lovers of music escape this monotony until in a future
life they hear the *ten thousand harps” of Milton, Possibly even they
may pall on a person of so ardent a temperament, unless he persuades some
of them to be a little out of tune as a fillip to his jaded spirit.  Mr,
McGovern commences by the remarkable assertion that, « To people born
with a ¢ musical ear '—that, is, with a tympanum strewched tightly enough
to respond to the upper octaves of vibration—it (the music-box) is always
an unqualified delight at the early hearings. Sometimes the ear g S0
peculiarly true that the sensation of pleasure never departs, and the rapid
vibrations continue to be the only music entirely in harmony with the
nature of the hearer.” What news this will be for musiciansg! They
have hitherto supposed that he who could appreciate the smallest shades
of difference in pitch had the best ear for music; but, according to this
theory, the most perfect ear is that which approaches nearest to the per-
ception of the highest notes of the twelve octaves which form the theoretic
compass of the human ear. If the tympanum be subjected to unusual
tension, 8o as to raise its fundamental note, the perception of acute sounds
will be heightened, but the general sense of hearing will be dulled thereby
not improved. This can be easily tested by closing the nose and moutl;
and sending breath out of the lungs. By this air is blown through the
eustachian tube into the cavity of the tympanum, forcing the membrane
outwards and stretching it. This raises its fundamental note, diminishes
it power of vibrating in sympathy with low notes, increases its range of
sympathetic vibration upwards, and, on the whole, impairs the sense of
hearing. Mr. McGovern goes on to say that those who have not this
natural gift of appreciation of the higher notes become in time tired of the
effect of the music-box. An explanation of the phenomenon would be
interesting, as the instrument in question certainly conthins bass, ag well
as treble notes ; in the meantime musicians will be inclined to credit these
people with a more developed musical taste than a less developed musical
ear. Mr. McGovern modestly includes himself in this inferior class, as
he not only confesses to getting tired of the peculiar “flavour” of the
music-box, but also says that, having attended a piano recital of several
hours’ duration, that instrument had the same effect upon him.  The pro-
gramme of that recital would be a curiosity, as the average length of such
a performance is about an hour and a-half, at most two hours; but
““several hours” of piano recital would certainly be apt to pall, so would
several hours of pictures, as any one knows who has “done” the entire
Burlington House exhibition in one afternoon. Of the piano he says:
“Its flavour is so marked that, except to him who is willine to have
charity, there is no difference in tunes. It is not a Rubinstein * Pres du
Ruissean,” nor a Beethoven Sonata, nor a Mendelssohn *Song Without
Words,” it is ¢ Piano,” a remarkable and interesting thing, but above all
things ¢ Piano.”” Instead of ¢ charity ” a musical ear would be more use-
ful for distinguishing tunes, and would then be much better employed
than in appreciating the “ upper octaves of vibration ” and proving that it
is “true” by never tiring of the music-box. The writer goes on to say
that this, which he considers true of the music-box and piano, “ May, we
can opine, be true of the organ, the vast orchestra—aye, even the festival
with a thousand voices and two hundred instruments,” and concludes by
surmising that only in a future life shall we get the disembodied essence of
music that he longs for. He seems to consider that the only necessary
proof of the music-box, piano, organ, and orchestra being on the same dead
level of monotony is his dictum, “ we can opine.” We can opine much
that is not the case, and certainly more proof is needed to support such a
sweeping assertion, The piano, it is true, has only one fimbre (the techni-
cal term translated by Mr. McGovern into the inelegant word “ flavour ™),
and for those incapable of appreciating the endless shades of expression
gained by the varying touch of an accomplished pianist it may be mon-
otonous. The organ, however, has an enormous variety of tones and com-
binations, whilst the orchestra is practically unlimited in its resources.
There are, certainly, limits to the length of time that any ear can listen to
music, as there are limits to the capabilities of the eye for enjoying
pictures without fatigue ; but, within these limits any one who ean com.
plain of monotony should cease to be considered musical at all. There are
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several ways of listening to music—first, as to an ZHolian harp, to which
some people like to listen for the enjoyment of the purely sensuous
pleasure of having their ears tickled by the vague sounds without their
intellect being brought into play at all. These are the people whose ears
are 8o “true ” that they never tire of the music-box. There are those,
again, who demand that music shall say something definite, but of the
simplest nature, 8o as to require no mental effort. There also the true
lovers of music, who cannot bear that music shall talk platitudes, and
whose intellectual requirements being first satisfied can yield themselves to
be swayed by the art which, above all others is an emotional one.

Ox Saturday last, Mr. J. W. F. Harrison gave the second of two organ
recitals, in Christ Church, Ottawa, of which place of worship he is organist.
The programmes were as follows :—Toccata, C major, J. 8. Bach ; Alle-
gretto from 4th Organ Sonata, Mendelssohn ; Gavotte, Handel ; * Spring
Song,” Mendelssohn ; Offertoire in F, Hainworth ; Song, “In Native
Worth” (Creation), Handel, Mr. Rowan-Legg; Melody, 3. Smith ; Pic-
tures from the Orient (Nos. 1 and 2), Schumann; “Chant du Matin,”
Boscovitz; March and Bridal Chorus (Lohengrin), Wagner. Second
programme :—Sonata, No. 4, B flat, Allegro con brio, Andante Religioso,
Allegretto, Allegro Maestoso and Vivace, Mendelssohn ; Nocturne, E flat,
Chopin; Festal March, Calkin ; Barcarole, Sterndale Bennett; Song,
“There is a Green Hill,” Gounod, Mrs. J. W. F. Harrison ; March and
Bridal Music (Lohengrin), by request, Wagner ; ¢ Capucine,” Kullak ;
Overture to ¢ Stradella,” Flotow,

RHEA IN TORONTO.

Taar Mlle. Rhéa’s Yvonne did not evoke enthusiasm in Toronto may
be matter for regret, but the fact is not surprising. In estimating the
merits of the performance, however, it is not more than just to remember
the extreme difficalty an actor experiences in speaking the lines of a
language with which he or she is not familiar. Mlle. Rhéa’s progress in
English is little short of marvellous, and reflects the greatest credit upon
her industry; bat despite this it was almost impossible to follow her
mid-way back in the orchestra stalls of the Opera House, Moreover, it is
evident that, though she speaks in English she thinks in French —which
occasionally causes misplaced emphasis with curious results. Above all,
the salented tragedienne is thoroughly French in style, and, like many
other prominent actresses, requires to be seen more than once to be
understood. As to her ability—her power of sinking her own individ-
uality in the parts she plays—her force in strong situations—there can
be no question ; though as Yvonns she occasionally forgets that the réle is
that of a young girl, and poses as the mature woman. This was specially
observable in the first act, when she is wrongfully accused of a liason.
Another fault is that she does not sufficiently modulate her powerful
voice in the more subdued passages of the “Yvoune.” Otherwise Mlle.
Rhéa as Yvonne is a distinct success, and the emotional tragedy of that
name is well calculated to exhibit her particular style. Throughout the
six acts interest is not allowed to flag for a moment, the movement of the
play is constant and intelligible, and cach “drop” leaves a situation which
the sudience anxiously awaits to see developed.

The plot is simple. Ywonne is the sister of the Clountess Grangelien,
A liason existing between a Fernand de Lawriac and the Countess culmi-
nates in the death of the latter at the hands of Count Grangeliew. The
Countess accuses hor sistor, the plain and menial Yvonne, of having surrep-
titiously entertained de Lawriac in the houso of her husband. The inno-
cent Ywonne bears the disgrace to save her sister's name, and, under the
protection of Dr. Ferlin, flees to Noew Orleans. Here a young French
nobleman, Marguis Kaoul de Reinfort, falls ill of yellow fever, and, under
the care of Dr. Ferlin, recovers, being nursed through his convalescence by
Ywonne. He loves her and broaches marriage, but she refuses an alliance
on account of her past history. On his voluntary declaration never to
examine the past, Yvonne yields. Subsequently at a bal masque in Paris
the wily Countess draws from the Marquis his love for Yvonne and revives
the accusation against her sister. Ywonne is present at the denunciation
and witnesses the young Marquis consternation. She shrinks away,
stunned by her lover’s cowardly distrust; but suddenly she tears off her
mask and displays the pale face of the spurned Yvonns. The Marquis
breaks out wildly in apology ; but she repels him. The ignominious death
of the Countess follows in due time, and the lovers are, of course, re-united.

The Countess Olympe of Miss Mac Clarke was a magnificent perform-
ance, and she, like Mlle. Rhéa is both pleasant to look upon®and to hear.
1f it be true that Miss Clarke has only been three months bofore the public
there is in every probability a brilliant career before her. Mr. Brook’s
Raoul was very uneven, and rarely rose above mediocrity. Count de
Grangelieu, Prince Monkief, Lisutenant Chassus, were respectively well
represented by Messrs, John T. Sullivan, John Swinburne and J. R. Amory.
Mr. Wilson, as the kindly doctor Ferlin, was capital, and Jean Bruno,
successively the Countess’ lover, a burglar, and her murderer, was played
with great ability by Mr. Leo Cooper. '

SaMUuEL BrANDRAM, the noted Shakesperian student, is expected to

give recitals in Toronto on the evenings of the 28th and 29th instant and-

at a matinee on the latter day.

[Unusual pressure upon our space necessitates the omission of a letter from
Mr. Fisher, of the Toronto Choral Union, and another from Mr. Daniel,
of the Toronto Metropolitan Church Choir, on musical matters. Valu-
able “Literary Gossip” is also unavoidably crowded out until next
week. ]

CHESS.

1= 411 communications intended tor this dspartment should be addressed *‘ Chess Editor,’

office of THE WREK, Toronto.

PROBLEM No. 58.
ToURNEY ProBLEM No. 11.
Motto:—*“ What ! no soap ?”

PROBLEM No. 57.

Composed for THE WEEK by E. B. Green-
shields, Montreal Chess Club.

(No. 55 corrected )
BLACE, : BLACK.
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White to play and mate in three moves.
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White to play and mate in three moves.

TOURNEY PROBLEMS RECEIVED.

Motto:—** What ! no svap.”
Motto i—* Chalk it up.”

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
H. N. K,, Hamilton.—Thanks for game.

GAME No. 30.

Played in the Cincinnati Commaercial Correspondence Tourney between Mr. H. J, Ander-
gon, of Allentown, Pa., and Mr. H. N. Kittson, of Hamilton, Ont.

White. Black. White. Black.
Mr. Anderson. Mr. Kittson. Mr. Anderson. Mr. Kittson.
LPK4 PK3 18. PxD Kétx P
2PQ4 PQ4 4. BK2 Castles
3. KtQB3 Kt KB3 15. BK 3(f) BQ3
4. PK5() KKt Q2 16.Q?]31 BQ?2
5 QKtK2 PQRB1(b) 17. PKX R 4(g) QRQRB1
6.P%B3 8I(tB3 18. QQ2 Bx K BP(h)
7.PKB4 Kt 3 19. BxB PK4
8 KtB3 BK32 2. BB3 PxB
9, Kt Kt 3 PxP 21, Kt K 2 EtK5ch
10. Kt x P () Kt x Kt 22, B x Kt PxB
11 P x Kt B checks () 23. Kt x P (9) R x Kt ch
12. K B2(6) rB3 24, Resigns (k)

NOTLES.

(a) Weak. P takes P i better.

(b) Must bo played early in aimost every form of this variation of the French.

{e) We prefer P takos P. White's Kt is ureful.

(d) Black plays well all through. After this move White's game is lost we believe.
(e) I B Q 2, then 13. Q takes Q P.

(f) R K B 1 wad imperatively called for.

() Again R K B 11is best.

(h} Inaugurating a brilliant finish.

(¢) ‘Phis is suicidal, but nothing can save him.

(k) Black's play throughout is very fine, but Whites is indifferent.

EDGAR A. POE, ON CHESS,

In the introduction to & short story called “ The Murders in the Rue Morgue,” Poe thus
dilates upon the relative merits of chess and checkers. We commend it to our readers as a
specimen of sophistry gone mad. .

“To calouinte is not in itself to analyze. A chess player, for example, does the one without
effort at the other. It follows that the game of chess in its effects upon mental character is
greutly misunderstood. I will take oceasion to assert that the higher powers of the reflective
intellect are more decidedly and more usefully tasked by the unostentatious game of druughts
than by all the elaborate frivolity of chess, In this latter, where the pieces huve different und
bizarre motions, with various and varinble values, what is only complex is mistuken (a not
anusual error) for what is profound. The attention is here called powerfully into play. If it
flag for an instant an oversight is cemmitted, resulting in injury or dofeut. The possible
moves being not ouly manifold butinvoluts, the chances of such oversights are multiplied, and
in nine cases out of ten it is the more concentrative rather than the more acute piayer who
conquers. In draughts, on tho contrary, where the moves are unique and have but little
variation the prob ibilities of inadvertence are diminished, and the more attention being left
comparatively unemployed what advantages are obtained by either party are obtained by
guperior acumen.”

In other words, Poe would have us believe that the brain of the mathematician is more
usefully taxed by studying simple addition than by worrying over the pons asinorwm, or the
walaborate frivolities ” of quadratic equations.

HAMILTON » TORONTO.

This match which had been looked forward to with considerable interest by local players
failed to come off. The Hamilton Ciess Club having given tne Toronto Club to understand
th.t they would send six orseven players to Toronto the lutter club selected a good team to do
battle for them. These players, at great personal inconvenience in most cuses, deferred or
enncelled other engagemeuts in order to be on hand on Thanksgiving Day to uphold the
honour of thdir club. On November 5th a telegram was received quietly informing the T. C.
C. that the mateh must be declared off.

Such treatment when the local club had gone to considerable trouble to make arrange-
ments for the meefing is justly resented by them, and curses not loud but dwep are heard at
the conduct of the Hamilton Chess Club. In justice to Mr. Kittson, of the H. C. C., we must
say that we believe he did all in his power to arrange the matter, but on his club the blame
must rest. The Toronto Club received like courtesy from the Ambitious City, Good Friday

last.

NEWS ITEMS.,

My, G. H. Thornton, of Buffalo, N.Y., played a flying vigit to Toronto Saturday last, His
seore with the local champion was; Thornton, 2; Phillips, 2; drawn, 1.

[Novemsrr 13th, 1884,
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WHAT IS CATARRH ?

From the Mail (Can.) Dec. 15.

Catarrh is a muco-purulent discharge caused
by the presence and develppment of the
Yegetable parasite ameeba in the internal lin-
g membrane of the nose. This parasite is
only developed under favourable ecircum-
8tances, and these are:—Morbid state of the

lood, as the blighted corpuscle of ubercle,

© germ poison of syphilis, mercury, toxo-
ey, from the retention of the effeted matter
of the skin, suppressed perspiration, badly
ventilated sleeping apartments, and other

Olsons that are germinated in the biood.

hese poisons keep the internal lining mem-
b}'&ne of the nose in a constant state of irrita-

on, ever rendy for the deposit of the seeds of

880 germs, which spread up the nostrils
and down the fauces, or back of the throat,
Causing ulceration of the tbroat; up the
Sustachian tubes, cansing deafness; burrow-
ing in the vocal cords, causing hourseness
Usurping the proper structure of the brounchial
dl;b:g' euding in pulinonury consumption and

ath,

Many attempts have been made to discover
8 cure for this distressing disense by the use
of inhalants and other ingenious devices. but
Rone of these treatments can do a particls of
80od until the parasites are either destroyed
0r removed from the mucus tissue.

016 time since a well-known physician of
lol'ty years' standing, after much experiment.
£, succoeded in discovering the necessary
Sombination of ingredients which never fuil
R absolutely and permanently:eradicating
¢ .orrible dikeuwse, whether standing tor
one year or forty yeurs. Those who may be
8uffering from the above disease, should, with-
out delay, communicate with the business
Managers,

Mrssrs. A. H. DIXON & SON,
305 King 8t. West, Toronto, Cauada,
&nd inclose stamp for their treatise on Cutarrh

What the Rev. E. B. Stevenson, B.4.,a Clergy-
man of the London Conference of the Metho-
dist Charch of Canada, has to say in regard

0 4. H. Dixon & Son's New Treatment for
Catarrh
Oakland, Ont., Canade, March 17,83,

Meossrs, 4. H. Dizon & Son:

DEAR Sirs,—Yours of the 13th instant to
hand, Itseetnsalmosttoo good tobe true that
am cured of Catarrh, but I know that I am.
hayve had no return of the disease, and never
6lt better in my life. I have tried so muny
things for Catarrh, suffered so much and for

80 muny years, that is hard for e to realize

that I um really better.

I consider that mine was a very pad case;

t was aggravated and chronie, involving the

throat ag well as the nasal passages, and I
ought I would require the three treatments,

but I 'feel fully cured by the two sent me, and

Tam thenkful that I was ever induced to send

0 you,
ou are at liberty to use this letter stuting
that I have been cured at two treatments, and
shall gladly recommend your remedy to
80"ne of my friends who aro sufferers.

Yours, with many thanks,
REvV. E. B. STEVENBON.

THE WEEK.

Bingle copies sold, and subseriptions taken
by the foilowing foreign agents:
New York,
J. W. Brenrano, 3§ Union Square,
E. P. Dution & Co,

Ronton,
CuerLes, Upnan & Co., Old Corner Book
Stand.

Philadelphia,
W. B. Ziesgr, Corner 3rd and Walnut St

Chicago,
Pierce & Snyper, 122 Dearborn Bireet.

Washington,
Baentano & Co.

New Orleans,

G, F. WaagroN, 5 Carondelet Street.

Denver, Col.,

M. V. THomas,

Detroit, Mich,
JoserE MawrsH, Detroit News Co.

Rufiale,
A. J. Hawks, Seneca Street,

London,

Auerican Excmancs, 449 Strand; B. F.
SrEVENs, 4 Trafalgar Square.

Paris,

M, Foruerincuam, 8 Rue Neuve des
Capucines,

Rome, .
Office of the Nuova Antologia.

Canada’s High Class Pranos.

“Canada may well feel proud in being able to manufacture such fine pianofortes.’—
Mendelssohn Quintette Club.

The enviable position the Mason &
Risch Pianos have attained in the esti-
mation of the musical public of Canada,
and the Great Artists of Europe and
America, is the result of

UNREMITTING EFFORT AND
A DETERMINATION TO WIN

reputation of the highest character for
Canadian Pianofortes,

ASON
M & RISCH,

32 King St. West, Toronto, Ont.

The demand for these instruments is steadily increasing as their merits aro becoming more
extensively known.

ESTABLISHED 1852, ESTABLISHED 1852.

FAMES SHIELDS & (O,

FAMILY GROCERS,

COR. YONGE AND TEMPERANCE STREETS.

SEHASON 1884-85,

FIRST CROP TEAS.

Special importation of Teas per Pacific str. and rail, just to hand. Try JAMES SHIELDS
& CO.’S specially blended 50 cent and 60 cent Family Teas, They have no equal in the city.

15 1bs, STANDARD GRANULATED SUGAR FOR $1.
5 lbs. CHOICE HIMALAYAN TEA FOR 8l1.

®00DS DELIVERED IN ANY PART OF THE CITY.
TELEPHONE CONINECTION.

DR. WARNER'S HEALTH CORSET

Patented Sept. 28, 1875. Patented
Jan. 11, 1876. Re-issued July 3,
1877. Patented Jan. 9, 1877. Re-
issued Aug.6,1878. Patented July
17 and Nov. 27, 1877. Patented
Feb.19and June 4,1878. Patented
also in Great Britain and France.
Patented in Canada June 7, 1879,
No.10078. Trade mark, ** Health"”
Corset, Registered Sept. 25, 1876.  , {4

With Improved Tampico Busts. |
Awarded the Highest Medal over /'
all American competitors at the
Paris Exhibition of 1878,

Unequalled for beauty,style and
comfort.

Approved by all physicians.

This favourite Corset is now
made with the celebrated Tam-
PICcO BUsTs, whioh are as soft ag
velvet, and yet so elastic that
they will rétain their shape per-
fectly until the Corset is worn
out.

The ‘‘Health Corset” is boned
with Corualine, & new substance
] which is much superior to horn
: or whalebone. It cannot break,
and is elastic, pliable and com-
fortable,

The * Health Corset” is not de-
signed for invalids omly, but is
equally adupted to all wouwcen,
even the most fastidious in dress

Yl

MANUFACTURED BY THE

CROMPTON CORSET CO., TORONTO.

[NDIA RUBBER GOODS|

RUBBER SHOES, FELT BOOTS, BELTING

Steam Packing, Engine,
Hydrant and Suction Hose,

VALVES, WRINGER ROLLS,

The only perfectly constructed Rubber

and Seamless Woven Cot-
ton Steam Fire Engine

Hose manufactured, your
Tubing, Garden Hose,

Stopples, Syringes,
LADIES' AND MISSES’
Rubber Circular

1=="STAR BRAND RUBBER,
Cotton and Linen Bteam Fire A )
ENGINE AND MILL HOSE. )

Steam Packing Garden Hose, from 8 cents ."? known and reliable Star Brands are the
upwards. Call and see our Rubber Goods and .
cheapest and best Fire Hose made.

THE CANADIAN RUBBER COMPANY,

OFFICE AND WAREROOMS:

interest will be served
in a prompt and satis-
factory manner if you con-
sult us before purchasing

elsewhere, as our well-

Cor. Yonge and Front Streets, Toronto.

R. HOUGHAN, - -

AT AL inquiries by mail shall have our prompt atiention,

Agent.

W. N. SEARS & CO,,
139 CHURCH ST., TORONTO,

Manufacturers of Real and Imitation
Stained Glass. Send for circulars, etc.
Costs from 35c. per foot up. Send for
sample fan-light $1, size 16x30 in.

HE SHELDON OCEAN GROVE, N.J.
City by the Sea.

Established 1875; Enlarged and Improved
1883. Health and Pleasure Resort. 1} hours
from New York—20 traina daily; 2 hours from
Philadelphia; 10 minutes from Long Branch,
Recommended by the most celebrated phy-
sicians, Ocean wuter and electric baths, steam
heat. Passenger elevator. Iron fire escapes.
Wonderful flowing artesian spring. High dry
land; air filled with the mingled ozone from
the pines and cool breezes frown the sea. Per-
foct drainage. No malaria. No mosqnitoes
Terms moderate. Open all the year, Circulars
WELoOME E. SHELDON, Owner and Manager

FSTERBROOK S

PENS

Popular Nos.: 048, 14, 130, 333, 161,
For Sale by all Stationers.
R-MILLER,SON & CO., Agts., Montreak

NORWOOD COLLEGE

(For the University Education of Women),

TORONTO, - - ONT.
Prof. T. Nelson Dale, Acting Principal.

Pupile are received at the age of seven years
in the Junior Department, and are led on
through the Preparatory Forms to the Wo-
man's Liocal Exmninations, or to the Matricu-
lation Examinations of the University of Tor-
onto, und $then through the University De-
partment to the degree of B.A. (a course of
study unattempted by any other institution
established for women in Ontario). The Col-
loge of Music, ueder the direction of Prof.
Haslam, Professor of Music at the Conserva-
toire Royal de Musigue. Boulogne. France,
and of the Royal Academy of Music, London,
England, with an able staff of European
artists. The Collere of Fina Arts, under the
management of Miss Dunne, luto Artist to the
Vice-Regal Court, Ireland, with an able staff
of nssistants. Fees, if paid venrly in advance,
$187 to $362. No extras. ILessons in culig.
thenics and riding free. For Prospectus and
further information apply to

MRS. M. J. RUSSELL,,
143 and 145 Bloor 8t. East, - - ToronTO.

THE
Toronto Paper Mf'g. Co.
WORKS AT CORNWALL, ONT.

CAPITAL, - . $250,000.

JOHN R. BARBER, President and Managing
Director.

CHAS. RIORDON, Vice-President.
EDWARD TROUT, Treasurer,

Manufactures the following grades of paper;—

Engine Sized ‘Superfine Papers,

WHITE AND TINTED BOOK PAPER
(Machine Finished and Super-Calendered)

BLUE AND CREAM LAID AND WOVE
FOOLSCAPS, POSTS, Ero.

——: ACCOUNT BOOK PAPERS :—
Envelope and Lithographic Papers,

CoLOURED COVER PAPERS, super-finished.

1=2”Apply at the Mill for samples and price,
Special sfzes made to order. ' pricey
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GUNITED EMPIRE Ol
LOAN CORPORATION

SAVINGS BANK DEPARTMENT.

Deposits received. Interest allowed from
date of deposit at 4% and 5 per cent. For
gpecial term accounts 6 per cent. will be al-
lowed. No notice required for the withdrawal
of moneys.

GEO.D. MORTON, M.D,,
Preeident.

Head Offices, - Public Library Buildings,
Cor. Church and Adelaide 8ts., Toronto.
THE CANADIAN

BANK OF COMMERCE

HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO.

$6,000,000
2,000,000

JAS. SCROGGIE,
Manager.

Paid-up Capital - - -
Rest I

DIRECTORS ;

HoN, WILLIAM McMASTER, President.

Wu. Ernior, Esq,, Vice-President,
George Taylor, Esq , Hon. 8. C. Wood, James
Crathern, Es%, T, Sutherland Stayner, Esq.,
John Waldie, Bsq., W. B. Hamilton, Esq.

W. N. ANDERSON, General Manager; J. C.
Kimp, Asst.-Gen'l Mannger; ROBERT GILL,
Inspector. :

ew York.—J. H. Goadby and B. E. Walker,
Agents. Chicago.—A. L. Dewar, Agent.

Branonns.—Ayr, Barrie, Belleville, Berlin,
Brantford, Chatham, Collingwood, Dundas,
Dunnville, Grlt Goderich, Guelph, Hamilton,
London, Montreal, Norwich, Orangeville,
Ottawsa Paris, Parkhill, Peterboro’, Bt. Cath-
arines, Sarnia, Senforth, Simeoe, Stratford,
Strathroy, 'Thorold, Toronto, Walkerton,
‘Windsor, Woodstock.

Commercial credits issued for use in Eu-
rope, the East and West Indies, China, Japan,
and South America.

BANRERS.—New York, the American Ex-
chanee National Bank; London, England, the
Bank of Scotland

BANK OF OTTAWA.

OTTAWA.

Authorized Capital, . - $1,000,000
Subscribed Capital, . - ,000,00
Paid-up Capital, - - - 993,263
Rest - - .. - 110,000

JAMES MACLAREN, E8q., President.
CHARLES MAGEE, EsqQ., Vice-President.

Directors—C. T, Bnte, Esq., R. Blackburn,
Wsq., Hon. Geo. Bryson, Hon, L. R. Church,
Alexnnder Fruser, Esq., Geo. Hay, Esq., John
Mather, Fgq.

Grorelt Burn, Cashier.

BRANOHRS—Arnprior, Carleton Place, Pem-
broke, Winnipeg, Man.

AGENTS IN CANADA—Canadian Bank of
vommerce. AGENTS IN NEW YORE—Messra.
A, H. Gondby nnd B. E. Walker. AGENTS IN
LONDON--English Allinnce Bank.

THE CENTRAL BANK

OF CANADA.

Capital Authorized, - - 81,000,000
Capital Subseribed, - - 600,000
Capital Paid-up, - - . 200,000

HEAD OFFICE,—TORONTO.

Board of Directors.

DAVID BLAIN, EsqQ., - - - President.
SAML. TREKS, Esq., - - - Vice- President.

H.P.Dwight, Esq., A. McLean Howard, Baq.,
C. Blackett Robinson, Keq., K. Chrisholm,
Esq., M.P.P,, D. Mitchell MecDonald, Esq.

A. A. ALLEN, Cashier.

Branches. — Brampton, Durham, Guelph,
Richmond Hill aud North Toronto.

Agents.—In Oannda, Canadian Bank of Com-
merce ; in New York, Importers and Traders
National Bank; in London, Eng., Nuational
Bank of 8cotland.

THE QUEBEC BANK.

Incorporated by Royal Charter, A .D.1818.

CAPITAL, $3,000,000.

HEAD OFFICE, -

QUEBEC,

BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

HON. JAS. G. ROSS, - - - President.
WILLIAM WITHALL, Esq., Vice-President.

81r N. F. BELLEAU, KT., JNo. R. YoUNG, Esq,
R. H 8MITH, Ji8Q., WILLIAM WHITE, Ksq.,
Gro R. RENFREW, K8Q.

JAMES STEVENSON, Esq., -

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES IN CANADA.

Ottawa, Ont.; Toronto, Ont.; Pembroke, Ont. ;
Montreal, Qus.; Thorold, Ont.;
Three Rivers, Que.

Agente in New York—The Bank of Montreal.
Agents in London—The Bank of Scotland.

Cashier

“ Those who have read Mr. Hare's' Walks in
Rome” doneed not to be told what an admir-
able cicerons heis. , . . He gives the cream
of whole libraries of antiquarian research in
a single walk, and not only as a guide, but
also as a storehouse of information as to all
that is worth seeing dnd knowing ~f the great
city, his work iginimitable.”~Buffalo Courier.

GEORGE ROUTLEDGE & SONS

HAVE JUST PUBLIBHED

Mr. Hare's two Latest Books :
PFPILOREBEINCH. With clear map, $1

VEINICHE, Withcleair map, $1.

They have also recently published a new
edition, almost wholly re-written, of

HARE'S WALKS IN ROME.

Crown 8vo., cloth, $3.50.

Mr. Hare's previous volumes, published by
Messrs. George Routledge & Sons, are:

WALKS IN LONDON. $3.50.

CITIES OF NORTHERN AND CENTRAL
ITALY. With maps and numerons illus-
trations, three voluimes, erown 8vo., $8.00.

CITIES OF SOUTHERN ITALY AND
SICILY. Withnumernuasillustrations #2.50.

MEMORIALS OF A QUIET LIFE. With in-
troduction by the Right Rev, F, D. Hunting-
dg%b 2 volumes, $5.00; 2 volumes in onse,

LIFIL AND LETTERS OF BARONESS
BUNSEN. 2 volume, $5.00; 2 volumes in
ons, $3.00.

To be_had of all booksellers; or will be sent,
prepaid, on receipt of price by the publishers.

GEORGE ROUTLEDGE & SoONs,
9 Lafayette Place, New York.

BINDING

Neatly and Promptly done.

HARPER'S, CENTURY,
LONGMAN'S, LONDON
S8OCIETY, QUEEN, LIT-
TELL'S LIVING AGE,
THE WEEK, FRANK
LESLIE, EDINBORO’
FORTNIGHTLY,
BT. JAMES AND
WESTMINSTER
REVIEWS,
- BELGRAVIA,
BLACKWOOD.
LTo.

AND

26 & 28 Adelaide E.

AND

ST. GILES ST, EDINBURGH. \ %

CONTENTS OF

Magazine of American History

FOR NOVEMBER, 1884,
(A Brilliant number.)

Unsuccessful Candidates for the
Presidency of the Nation,
ILLUSTRATED.

California’s Golden Prime of Forty-
Nine.

ILLUBTRATED.

Historic Homes—Ochre Point, New-
port, R, I.

ILLUSTRATED.

An 0ld Colonial College.

By Professor CHARLES F. RICHARDSON, Dart-
mouth College.

Button Gwinnett,

By CuHARLES C. JoNus, Jr,, LL.D., the Georgia
Historian,

Oiiginal Documents,
Minor Topics.
Notes.
Queries,
Replies,
socisties
Book Notices,

Sold by newsdenlers everywhere. Terms,
$5 a year, of 50 cents a number.

PUBLISHED AT 30 LAFAYETTE PLACE,
New York Crry,

OMINION BUSINESS COLLEGE,
Kingaton, Ont., re-opened September 1at
1884, with the most improved facilities for
imparting a thorough knowledge of commer-
cial affairg and insnring a complete business
education. The course ign short, sharp, direct
and thorough drill in those things that form
the true basis of an actual business life. The
College Calendar muiled free to any address.
- J. B. McKAY, ISAAC WOOD, Principals,
KINGSTON, ONT.

HE LIGHT-RUNNING DOMESTIC
is simple, strong and durable. It needs
no teaching, watching or adjusting, and not
one has ever worn out.
A. W. BRAIN, Agent,
89 Yonge St., Toronto.

MUSIE AND DRAMA.

Attractions for the week commencing
MONDAY, NOV. 17th.
TORONTO.

GRAND OPERA HOUSE,
JOE MURPHY in Kerry Gow, etc.

PEOPLES' THEATRE.
HOWARTH’S HIBERNICA.

HORTICULTURAL GARDENS.
Moxpay EvEniNg - I P. B. CONCERT.

SULTANA

HALL STOVES,

"SULTANA

" OVEN STOVES,

W. H. SPARROW,
WOLVERUHWAMPTON MOURE,
87 YONGE STREET.

ELIAS ROGERS & CO.

Wholesale and Retail dealers in

COAL AND WOOD.

Head Office,~—20 King Street West.

BrANCH Orriors :—413 Yonge Street; 536
Queen Stroet East.

YARDS AND BrancH Orrricns:—Esplanade
Fast, near Borkeley St.; Esplanade, foot of
Princess 8t.; Niasgara, cor. Douro.

A MILLION A MONTH!

THE DIAMOND DYES

have become so popular that a million pack-
ages a month are being used to ra-colour
dingy or faded DRESSES, SCARFS, HOODS,
STOCKINGS, RIBBONS, etc. Warranted fast
and durable. Also used for making inks,
staining wood, colouring Photo's, Flowers,
Grasses, etc, Send stamp for 32 coloured
samples, and book of directions.

WELLS, RICHARDSON & CO.,
Burli:xgton, Vt., and Montreal, P.Q.

*The leading denominational paper in Canada."—N. ¥,
Christian-at-Work.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

PUBLISRED RXVERY WEDNESDAY BY THE

Presbyterian Printing and Publishing Co.,
AT 5 JORDAN ST., TORONTO,

Terms—$2 Per Year, in Advance,

THE_ PRESRYTERIAN 13 recc ded by the G 1
Arnembly as “worthy the hearty support” of the ministers
and members. For 18256 —tho thirteenth year of publication—
new and interesting features will ba introdueed, while old
and valued Qepartments will be continued with ncreaged
cfliciency.

AT Advertisers will ;ﬂnd THE PRESBYTERIAN & useful
med.um,  Wrile for rales,

7 An agent wanteil in every congregation In the Do-
snifon. Liheral commissions tosultablo persons,  Specimen
coples madled free on application. Anply at once to

C. BLACKETT KOBINSOXN. Toromto,

LENOX PENS!

.
A CompLETE SERIES IN TwELVE NUMBERS,

From which every writer can select THE
BEST PEN for his or her peculiar style of
penmanship. Sample of euch number (12
pens), by mail to any address for ten conts.

TAINTOR Bros., MErrILL & Co.
18 & 20 AsTor PLACE, NEW Yonrx.

The American Art Union.

T. W. Woob, P.-Pres.

D. HUNTINGTON, Pres.
F. DIELMAN, Treas.

E.W. PERRY, JR., Sec.

The subseription to the Art Union will be
five dollars per annum: and each subscriber
for the present year will receive :—1st. A proof
before lotters, on Indin paper, of the etching
of the year, by Walter Shirlaw, from Eastman
Johnsgon's picture “The Reprimand.” This
etching is of a size (13x16 inches) and quality
such astheleading dealers sell at from twenty
to twenty-five dollars. 2nd. The illustrated
Art Union, which will be issned monthly, for
the current year. 3rd. One-half of the sub-
geription will be set apart for the formation
of a fund, to be expended for the joint account
of the subscribers in the purchase of works of
art, which will be delivered unconditionally
to the whole body of the subscribers repre-
sented by a committee. Bample copy sent

gostpaid on application to B. WOOD PERRY,
ecrotary, 51 West Tenth 8t., New York.

AMILTON MERRITT,

ASSOCIATE ROYAL SCHOOL OF MINES, ETC.,
MINING ENGINEER & METALLURGIST,
15 TORONTO STREET, TORONTO.

SINCLAIR,

D*
334 Janvis STREET.
MIDWIFERY, AND DISEASES OF
WOMEN A SPECIALITY.

PAINLESS DENTISTRY.

.

Artificinl Toeth, life-like in appearance and
perfect in eating and speaking. The painless
method includes filling, and operations both
mechanical and surgical.

M. F. SMITH, DzNTIST,
266 Queen Street, East.

KEITH & FITZSIMONS,
MANUFACTURERS

Gas Fixtures and Avrtistic Brass Work,

STrAM FITTERS AND PLUMBERS' SUPPLIES.

109 KING STREET WEST, - TOBONTO.

! USSELL’S, 9 KING ST. WESE

TORONTO, for
HIGH-CLASS WATCHES & JEWELLERY

Wateh Repairing and Jewellery Manufac-
tured to order, special features.

Charges Moderate.

L ASON & COLLINS,
ARTISTS,

LIFE-SIZE PORTRAITS IN OIL AND CRAYON.
Stupro, - - 31 Kineg 81, WesT, TORONTO.

h, 1SS BIRDSALL,

8 Bank St., St. Mark's Ward,
THRACHER OF MUSIOC
Pupil of Carl Martens.

Pencil drawing, etching, water colours, on
satin or velvet.
Trrms—Music, $6; Drawing, etc., $4.

OATSWORTH & HODGINS,
Barristers, Solicitors, Notaries,
Conveyancers.

Money to Lend, Offices—10 York Chambers.
No. 9 ToroNTO STREET, TORONTO,

E. COATSWORTH, JB. FRANE E. HODGINS,

SHAW & USBORNE,

Resl Estate Brokers and Valuators.

Houses rented, rents collected, loans and
insurances effected. Property bought, sold
and exchanged. :

10 KING ST. EAST, TORONTO.

SI‘EWAR'I‘ & SON, (Lare STEWART

& STRICKLAND),
ARCHITECTS, BUILDIRC SURVEYORS AND VALUATORS.
Offices—39 Adelaide St. East, Toronto.

WM. STREWART. WM. H. STEWART.

A. IMPEY,
. Dealer in all kinds of

Window Shades and Spring Fixtures
271 CHUURCH ST., TORONTO, ONT.
2@ Estimates given on application,

CHARLES W. PHILLIPS,

SOLICITOR, CONVEYANCER, Etc.
—:OFFIOE 1 — |
46 Adelaide Street East, Toronto, Ont.

OHN HALL, SEN'R, M.D,,
e HOMEOPATHIST,
33 RICHMOND ST. EAST, TORONTO,
TELEPHONE COMMUNICATION.

At home for consultation, 9 till 10 a.m.; 2
till 4 p.m.; also in evening of Monday and
Thursday 7.30 till 9; Sunday 5.30 till 6.30 p.m.




