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THE UNDERSIGNED IS DESIROUS OF PURCHASING ALL

Debentures of Towns. Villages Townships & Counties

As they are issued (no matter for what purpose), and will pay the very highest prices for them.
MUNICIPAL OFFICERS will kindly bear this in mind and write, sending particulars and copy of
By-laws, &c., at any time they are issuing debentures for sale. Money to loan on first mortgage at very
lowest rates of interest. Any assistance required in making the necessary calculations for insertion in
by-laws in connection with the sinking fund, etc., will be gladly given.

GEO. A. STIMSON,

.. Important Books for Magors, Reeves, Gouncillors and Municipal Officers . .
Harrison's Municipal Manual Clarkes Magistrates Manual

5TH EDITION 3RD EDITION -Revised, Enlarged and Improved
This book should be on the Council table in every munici- In the preparation of this edition of the Manual, the

pality in the province. The notes and explanations in English and Canadian cases decided, since the publication
reference to all important sections of the Municipal Acts of the last edition are all noted, together with the numerous
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ebentures Wanted

9 Toronto Street, Toronto, Canada

make it a valuable assistant to Councillors who desire to
discharge the business of the municipality in accordance with
the true intent and meaning of the various Acts, with which

changes of the Statute Law and Criminal Code of 1892.
_ To Justices of the Peace, Mayors and Reeves who find
it necessary to-act as a Magistrate in their municipalities,

they hayve to deal. The numbers of the sections of the this book will be found very useful and save them the trcuble
Municipal and Assessment Acts are the same as in the of looking up and interpreting. the Statutes in complicated
Consolidated Acts of 1892. Price $7.00. cases. Pnce $5.00, leathers

Jones' County Constables Manual The Canadian Lawyer

OR HANDY BOOK 2ND EDITION

Compiled from the Criminal Code, 1892-3, with schedules
of fees, crimes and punishments, the court and jurisdiction,
all in such a compact form that it can easily be carried in the
pocket. The book is excellently printed and bound in red
and gold. Just the book required by a constable, and very
useful to a magistrate. The work is correctly compiled trom
the Criminal Code. Price 75 cents, or in leather, $1.

Tt contains just what you want to know. It is reliable,
leing compiled by a Lawyer in active practice. Itis practi-
cal, and contains those points arising most frequently in
every-day life. It contains over 225 forms, which alone are
worth more than the price of the book. Price in cloth,
$1.50 ; in leather, $2.00.

Address orders, with price enclosed, to THE MunNiciPAL WORLD,
St. Thomas, Ont.

THE GUTTA PERCHA & RUBBER MFG. CO., OF TORONTO, LTD.

“BAKER FABRIC"” Cotton, Rubber-Lined

“MALTES: crROSS"” Carbolized Rubber.

THE STANDARD BRANDS

oF

FIRE. HOSE

FIRE DEPARTMENT SUPPLIES ;

HO‘S—E CARTS—HOOK AND LADDER TRUCKS— PLAY PIPES—FIREMEN'S RUBBER CLOTHING—SUCTION HOSE—VALVES, ETC.
Offices and Warerooms—61 and 63 FRONT ST. WEST, TORONTO, ONT. : :
Factories—127 1o 165 West Lodge avenue and 138 to 148 O'Hara avenue, Torouto, (Parkdale). Catalogues, samples, estimates and information cheerfully furnished.
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SEWER PIPES

'« Double Strength Culvert Pipes
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i Barrie, J. G. Scott. Mitchell, Kyle & Barnett. St. Catherines, Newman Bros.
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Glencoe, Coad & Robertson. - Petrolea, R. & J. Jackson Windsor, Goodman & White,
Ingersoll, Ross & Co, Port Hope, R. A. Mulholland. Woodstock, W. G. Clark.
Kingston, McKelvey & Birch. Parkhill, Geo. S. Skinner. Welland, Taylor & Crowe.
Lindsay, Jos. Maunders. Picton, R."Hadden. Wallaceburg, Joseph Wilson.
London, W. J. Element--Cameron & Co.

Send fur Price Lists and Testimonials from the leading Engineers.
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CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY AND HARCH, 189

Legal, Educational, Municipal and Other

Appointments.

FEBRUARY.

Last day for Railway Campa.niés to transmit to Clerks of Municipalities statements of
Railway Property.—Assessment Act, Section 26.

Last day for Collectors to return their Rolls and pay over proceeds.—Assessment Act,
Section 132. :

Last day for County Treasurer to furnish Clerks of Local Municipalities with list of lands
in arrears for taxes for three years.—Assessment Act, Section 140.

7. Tirst meeting of Board of Education at 7 p. m., or such other hour as may have been
fixed by resolution of former Board at the usual place of meeting of such Board.—
Public Schools Act, Section 106 ; High Schools Act, Section 13.
9. Provincial Good Roads Association meets at Toronto.
14. The Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario meets at Toronto.
15. Last day for Assessors to begin to make their rolls.—Assessment Act, Section 49.
98. Last day for Councils to pass By-laws limiting number of Tavern Licenses to be issued
for the ensuing year, or for imposing a larger duty for tavern or shop licenses—
Liquor License Act, Sections 29 and 34.
Last day for City and Town Councils to pass By-laws to prescribe further requirements
in Taverns.—-Liquor License Act, Section 42. 5
MARCH.
1. County Clerks to transmit Minutes of County Council to the Minister of Education, also

sabscriber, and requests that any cause of complaint in

report of Auditors (Public Schools Act) Section 114

Auditors’ Reports on the accounts of High School Boards and the Boards of cities,
towns and villages should be mailed to Education Department.

Separate School supporters to notify Municipal Clerk.—S. S. Act, Section 40.

- % NOTICE ¥

prompt delivery of THE WoRrLD to every

The publisher desires to ensure the regular and
this particular he reported at once to the

office of publication. Subscribers who may change their address should also give prompt notice

of sam

HIGRWAY BRIBGES

B.

e, and in doing so, should give both the old and new address.

The Municipal Index

ALPHABETICAL INDEX

TO ENACTMENTS IN THE REVISED STATUTES OF ONTARIO,
1887, AND SUBSEQUENT STATUTES OF THE PROVINCE
OF ONTARIO WHICH AFFECT MUNICIPAL CORPORA-
TIONS, THEIR COUNCILS AND OFFICERS.

By ALLAN MALCOLM DYMOND,
Barrister-at-Law,
Law Secretary to the Department of the A ttorney-Generat

of Ontario,and Law C. lerk to the Legislative A ssembly
PRICE 2 L $3,.00

This Work, which is a digest of the Municipal Law of On”
tario, has been compiled with the view of enabling Municipal
Officers, as the well as Legal Professicn, to find with the
greatest of facility, enactments which concern the powers,
duties and privileges of Municipal corporations or their
Officers, and which are now scattered through nearly 6,000
pages of printed matter. The chapter and section ot the
Statutes, as well as the page of the volume which contains
he section are given.

Address: THE CARSWELL CO., Ltd.,
23 ADELAIDE STREET EAsT . TORONTO.

The best bridge for the money is the

BAER PATENT COMBINATION
BRIDGE

All municipal men_interested in bridge
building will consult their own interests
and those of the municipality they
represent by adopting the BAER PATENT
BRIDGE. All communications prompt-
ly answered and full exvlanation given
as to construction.

BAEER & CO.,

DOOIN, ONT.
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ST. THOMAS, FEBRUARY 1, 1894.

The addresses delivered by many of the
newly elected mayors and reeves through-
out the province at the opening sessions
of the various councils show that these
chief executive officers take a deep interest
in their various municipalities.

The numerous reforms proposed, to-
gether with suggestions as to the proper
enforcement of municipal by-laws, the
passage of new by-laws in the interests of
the citizens, the more important being
those felating to public works, such as
waterworks, sewage and improvement of
streets, all go to show that Ontario muni-
cipalities are keeping up with the times.
The growing desire for improvements of
this class is suggestive of increasing intel-
ligence and a higher regard for the public

welfare.

* *
%

The article on direct municipal taxation
concluded in this issue draws our atten-
tion to some municipal expenditures which
may be avoided by doing away with the
county courts and quarter sessions. This
would materially lessen the fees payable
by counties to the officials referred to, and
probably result in greater benefits than
many of the plans suggested. The ad-
ministration of justice expenses being pay-
able in part by counties and the Govern-
ment, miny are not in a position to sug-
gest what should be done to decrease the
municipal expenditure. Let the discus-

-sion continue, and probably in the near
future some radical changes will be the
result.

The question of election of county offi-
cials and the fee system is recewving con-
siderable attention from the provincial
press. The St. Thomas Journal states :

What we urge as necessary in the public inter-

est is a thorough reform of the civil service, so far

as it relates to the class of public servants now
known as county officials. The present system is
not a business-like system. Those sound business
principles which we generally apply in the man-
agement of our schools and of our civic affairs are
not applied to the branch of the public service
under consideration. As the outgrowth of years
of development of the country, we have too many
officials, enjoying too large salaries. There are
certain of these offices which could bé™ safely
amalgamated, one efficient man, with the neces-
sary clerical assistance, doing the work as well as
two or three now perform it, and at a consider-
able saving to the public.

The Provincial Prisoners’ Reform As-
sociation, in a circular recently distribut-
ed, said, in reference to care of the poor
in counties: “ The establishment of poor-
houses is in the hands of the county coun-
cils, and as an encouragement to the
counties, the Ontario Government has
offered a bonus of $4,000 for the erection
of every such poorhouse.. We are very
sorry to learn that in many of our rich
counties the jails are used as poorhouses
and that the aged destitute poor, however
respectable, are compelled to end their
days in association with the degraded, the
vicious, and the criminal. This is out of
harmony with the spirit of the age, with
common humanity, and with the dictates
of religion.

Referring to this blot upon our county
municipal system, the inspector of prisons
for Ontario, in his annual report for 1891,
makes use of the following language,
which, to our mind, is not at all too
severe :

“Itis a disgrace to the people of this
province to allow their aged poor, who

-have committed no crime against the laws

of the land, to be incarcerafed within
prison walls, clothed in the distinguishing
garb of prison criminals. In most cases,
these people have lived honest and re-
spectable lives, and perhaps, have reared
and educated large tamilies, but from cir-
cumstances over which they had no con-
trol, have lost children, property and
health. It is inhuman, unchristian, and
unpatriotic, and should be prevented by
most stringent legislation, if not immedi-
ately remedied by the authorities of the
various counties.
LI

The Globe recently published a state-
ment in reference to the loose manner in
which the affairs of the township of York
have been conducted in the past. Charges
of misappropriation of sinking fund, ex-
cessive allowances to members of the
council and other illegal expenditures of
considerable extent are said to be suffi-
cient to demand an official investigation,
which the council for 1894 have ordered.
In conclusion the article states :

This, then, is the case of York township. The
lessons which it may contain for other municipali-
ties are not new, but in some rural localities it
may serve to emphasize the necessity for closer
scrutiny, even when councillors cannot be sus-
pected of “‘overdrafts,” and of greater care and
method in the keeping of municipal finances. It
has been suggested in connection with this subject,
that the provincial legislature should exercise a
supervision over municipal sinking funds and
finances generally.  The legislature is in the
habit of imposing strict conditions and regula-
tions upon municipalities that come to it for
power to consolidate their debenture debt; but
there is no system of examination or inspection
by which it can be insured that these conditions
and sinking funds are, being properly attended to.
It is suggested, therefore, that a system of pro-
vincial inspection would find a useful and valuable

work to perform.

*
*

A majority of the ratepayers of the city
of Chatham voted in favor of a by-law to
make all ifaprovements to streets, etc., on
the frontage plan.

THE MUNICIPAL WORLD

As we have before announced, a meet-
ing for the formation of the Provincial
Good Roads Association will be held in
Toronto on the gth February. It isto be
hoped that at ieast every county will ap-
point a delegate, and that the meeting
will be representative.

We consider it very necessary that the
rural municipalities should be well repre-
sented, as they are mcre particularly inter-
ested in the movement, and will, in any
event, be the authorities controlling the
expenditure of the money necessary to
make the desired improvements on what-
ever plan may be proposed.

One of the most important duties of the
association should be the appointment of
a strong executive committee that will be
representative.  On this, municipal dele-
gates should be given the preference. The
executive ccmmittee should wait upon
the government with a view to having
such legislation enacted at the approach-
ing session as will assist in carrying out
the aims and objects of the association.
The government shou!d also be requested
to provide for the expenses of the associ-
ation for future meetings.

It is not to be expected that an associ
ation of this description can be carried on

“in the public interests without a contribu-

tion from some source sufficient to pay
the actual expenses. This, for the first
meeting, has been assumed by the Cana-
dian Institute, merely for the purpose of
bringing about the meeting, which, trom
discussions through the press, appeared
to be desirable in the interests of the
province as a whole. Further than this,
the Institute and its officers bave no in-
terest in the movement, other than as
private citizens.

The proceedings of the meeting after
the election of officers will censist in the

reading of papers, containing the
experience  of  practical roadmak-
ers, together with plans, specifica-

tions and estimates showing the cost of
improved roadways, with suggestions as to
how money should be raised by munici-
palities desiring to make improvements,
and also a comparative statement sbowing
the increased cost and the resulting bene-
fits as compared with the present system
of roadmaking.
* %
*

The mayor of Chatham, in his opening
address at the first meeting of the council,
stated :

I would strongly recommend, that such of our
officers as are compelled to furnish bonds to the
corporation, should, in their own-interests, and for
the complete safety of the municipality, obtain
their security from one of the Guarantee Com-
panies doing business in Canada, similar to the
methods adopted by our banking institutions.

It would be only right if every muni-
cipality furnished guarantee bonds for its
officers, the improved systems of account-
ing required to be adopted before these
companies will furnish the  securities,
*should mere than repay municipalities for
the expense, to say nothing of the addi-
tional security. -
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Assessor’s Duties.

The provisions of the act relating to the
asesssment of property should be the sub-
ject of careful consideration, not only by
assessors but by all members of municipal
‘ councils. To see that the municipal
1 taxes are raised equitably throughout a
municipality should be the first duty of
the people’s representatives; the second
duty being to expend the taxes economi-
cally and in the best interests of the rate-
payers.

All assessors should be provided with
an Assessor’s Guide, compiled from the
Assessment Act. These may be obtained
from any municipal stationer. They con-
tain only the parts of the act necessary for
the information of assessors in the dis-
charge of his duties. In townships the
assessment of personal property is a small
item while in other municipalities it is the
subject of  considerable discussion,
especially if the wealthiest inhabitant is
not rated for the full and often exaggerated
amount of personal property he is sup-
posed to be possessed of. The following
brief directions will be tound of value.

ASSESSMENT OF LAND.

Land or real property includes all
buildings or other things erected upon or
affixed to the land and all machinery or
other things so fixed to any building as to
form in law part of the realty and all trees
or underwood growing upon the land and
land covered with water, and all mines,
minerals, quarries and fossils in. and
under the same.

Land occupied by the owner shall be
assessed in his name, but when a married
woman is assessed as owner, the name of
the husband shall also be entered upon
the assessment roll, as occupant: All
land not occupied, the owner of which
lives in the municipality, who has given
the necessary notice, shall be assessed
against the owner of the land. If the
land is occupied by any other person than
the owner, the land must be assessed
against the owner and occupant together.
When the owner does not reside in the
municipality, or in the province, then
5 when the land is occupied it should be
| assessed in the name of and against the
occupant, and he shall be deemed the
owner thereof for the purpose of imposing
and collecting taxes. =~ When land is
assessed against both the owner and occu-
pant or tenant, the assessor is required to
’ place both names within brackets cn the
‘ roll, and write opposite the name of the
owner the letter “F,” and opposite the
name of the tenant or occupant the letter

T,” and number both names. When the
. land is owned or occupied by more per-
; sons than one, and all three names are
i given to the assessor, they shall be assessed
: therefor in the proportions belonging to
' each one respectively.

PERSONAL PROPERTY.

Personal property includes all goods,
chattels, interest or moftgages, dividends
from bank stock, dividends on,

HE

or shares or stocks of other incorporated
companies, money, notes, accounts and
debts at their actual value and income.
The net personal property of any person,
providing the same is under $r1oo in
value, is exempt.

Income derived from personal earningg
is exempt to the amount of $700. Income
derived from any other source than per-
sonal earnings is exempt to the amount of
$400, but no person shall’ be exempt in
respect of income for a sum greater than
$700, whether derived from personal
earnings or from other sources, or from
the two combined. Rental or other in-
come derived from real estate except in-
terest on mortgages, is also exempt.

A long list of property, both real and
personal, exempt from assessment, isgivenin
section 7 of the Act, assessors should
make a note of those that apply to the
property of persons or companies assess-
able in their municipality.

FARMERS  SONS.

In townships the sons of the residents
are entitled to municipal votes, providing
they can qualify as provided in section
79, of the Municipal Act : A leaseholder,
the term of whose lease is not less than
five years, is deemed an owner.

(a) If the father is living, and either
the father or the mother is the owner of
the tarm, the son cr sons may be entered,
rated and assessed, in respect of the
farm, jointly with the father, and as if
such father and son or sons were actually
“and bona jfide jont owners thereof.

() If the father is dead, and the
motber is the owner of the farm, and a
widow, the son or sons may be entered,
rated, and assessed in respect of the farm,
as if he or they was or were actually and
bona fide and occupant or tenant, or joint
*occupants or tenants thereof under the
mother.

(¢) Occasional or temporary absence
from the farm for a time or times; not ex-
ceeding in the whole six months of the
twelve months next prior shall not dis-
entitle a son to be considered dona fide
resident as aforesaid.

(@) If there are more sons than one so
resident, and if the farm is not rated and
assessed at an amount sufficient, if equally
divided between them, to give a qualifi-
cation to vote at a municipal election, to
the father and all the sons, where the
father is living, or to the sons alone where
the father is dead and the mother is a
widow, then the right to be asseseed under
this Act shall belong to and be the rigbt
only of the father and such of the eldest
or elder of the said sons to whom the
amount at which the farm is rated and
assessed, will, when equally divided be-
tween them, give a qualification so to
vote.

(¢) If the amount at which the farm is
rated and assessed is not sufficient, if
equally divided between the father if liv-
ing, and one son, to give to each a quali-
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fication so to vote, then the father shall be
the only person entitled to be assessed in
respect of such farm.

(/) A farmer’s son entitled to be as-
sessed under any of the preceding provis-
1ons, may require his pame to be entered
and rated on the assessment roll as a joint
or separate owner, occupant or tenant of
the farm, as the case may be; and such
farmer’s son so entered and rated shall be
liable in respect of such assessment as
such owner, tenant or occupant.

COMPULSORY EDUCATION ACT.

The assessor of every municipality is
required, in making the assessment, to
enter in a book, to be provided by the
clerk, the name, age and residence of
every child between the ages of 8 and 14
years, resident in the municipality, and
the name and residence of such child’s
parent or guardian. This book is to be
returned with the ioll for the use of the
truant officer.

ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT ACT, 1893.

The following are amendments to the
Consolidated Assessment Act of “ 1892
made by the Assessment Amendment
Act, 1893 :

Section 7 is amended by exempting
from taxation the property belonging to
any municipality and in use as a public
park, whether situated within the muni-
cipality owning the same, or any other
municipality or municipalities.

Also by providing that the assessors of
every municipality shall make the annual
census of all the children within the
municipality between the ages of 5 and 21
years. This is the information required
to be placed in column 7 on the assess-
ment roll.

A further amendment also provides
that when a ratepayer who in the next
preceeding year was assessed as a public
school supporter is being assessed as a
separate school supporter or vice versa,
it is the duty of the Assessor to give such
ratepayer a written notice that such
change is being made, in addition to all
other notices required by the Assessment
Act.

Some years ago, when Thornbury was
a part of the township of Collingwood,
the township leased to a millman for saw-
mill purposes a piece of property in the
village. Two years ago a Mr. Pedwell
bought out the owner of the mill, and
since that time Thornbury has diverted
the course of the Beaver river, injuring
the sawmill property, so Mr. Pedwell al-
leges. The township of Collingwood
claimed that the town of Thornbury did
not own the property, and that it still be-
longs to the township, never having been
ceded. The question of damages caused
by diverting the water was referred to
arbitration, when the town was ordered to
pay $300 and all costs, said to amount to
$2,500 more.
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CORRESPONDENCE

This paper is not responsible for opinions expressed by
correspondents, :

Tile Drainage Expenses.

To the Editor of THE MunicipAL WORLD :

DEAR Sir,—In your last issue a corres-
pondent in the question drawer gives us
some information in reference to the pay-
ment of expenses incurred by townships
loaning money under the Tile, Stcne and
Timber Drainage Act. When reading
your article in the November number,
the statement “ the expenses must be paid
by the borrowers”, agreed with my own
view of the matter, andisthe practice follow-
edintownships with which [amacquainted.

I would like to hear from some other
clerk where the municipality pays all the
expenses, except perhaps those of the in-
spector, in order to enable a favored few
to tile drain their land with government
money, paying only 414 per cent therefor.
If such is the intention of the act, it should
be amended at next session of legislature.

Yours truly, H. R.

—_—r————
Saleable Debentures.

To the Editor of THE MuniciraL WorLD

DEAr Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the sth inst., ask-
ing whether debentures issued on the
sinking fund plan are more saleable than
those issued on the equal annual instal-
ment plan, and if so, would the difference
pay an ordinary municipality for the extra
work in connection with the management
of the sinking fund. I have no hesitation
in saying that debentures issued on the
sinking fund plan sell better and for a
higher price than those payable by instal-
ments and are in much greater demand.
The difference in price should more than
compensate for the extra trouble attending
the investment of the sinking fund.

I may also add that the system
of adding the interest to the principal
and including both in the debentures
and dispensing with interest coupons de-
tracts much from the value of the deben-
tures, as it involves the trouble of dividing
the amount of each debenture into prin-
cipal and interest when paid, and if the
debentures get into several hands the pur-
chaser of those having the longest time to
run receives neither principal or interest
until the debentures purchased by him
respectively mature. Purchasers willing
to pay the highest prices do not care to
purchase instalment debentures. 1 would
also point out that municipalities meet

with a great deal of delay, trouble and -

expense, by having their by-laws and de-
bentures badly and irregularly drawn,
passed and executed. It would more
than pay them to have their by-laws and
debentures drawn by a solicitor familiar
with such matters. Personally, I am al-
ways glad to assist any municipality in
making the necessary calculations for the
purposes of their by-laws under which de-
bentures are to issue. Yours truly,
G. A. STIMSON.

Direct Municipal Taxation.

BY G. H, GREERSON, ESQ.

In the January number the origin of some of
our county institutions was considered and refer-
ence made to the increasing fees payable to offi-
cials, and the declining usefulness of the quarter
sessions,in support of his contention that these are
unnecessary, the writer says :
Thereislittledoubtthatif statistics were pro-
cured by the legislature it would be found
that with the exception of such a place as
the city of Toronto, perhaps, there is little
or nothing to justify its continued existence
in the province, while the enormous ex-
pense incurred in juries and o' erwise, is
a serious burden upon an- already over-
burdened public. Nine-tenths—we might
say nineteen-twentieths—of the light,
local eriminal business of this country is
now discharged by the county judges
criminal courts and police magistrates, and
if the jurisdiction of the county judge was
made absolute (indeed several classes of
offences are now triable in that way, see
32-33 Vic. ch 32 Sec. 2, and we find in
39 Vic. ch. 21, 40 Vic ch. 4,and 47 Vic
ch. 42, provisions uncer which the “Juris-
diction of the magistrate is made absolute
in the prcvince of Prince Edward Island
and British Columbia and in the district
of Kewaten” “in all cecses, without the

onsent of the person charged” there is
little doubt that, judging from the manner
in which the summary judgments of these
courts are now received by the public that
perfect satisfactio: w:uld be given.

The writer gives statistics showing that
m the county of Ontario during five years
ending 1890 there had been a total of 32
jury cases iried at the sessions and county
court, and that the cost to the county was
$237.50 each for jury expenses alone, and
that his argument azainst the existence of
the quarter sessions applies equally to the
county court. i

&

The third question—the possibility ot
their extinction or alteration is now to be
considered. We have ip this province,
fourteen superior court judges, and it is,
with many, a matter ot wonder how they
get through with the mass of work which
devolves upon them. Let us turn now to
another feature in judicial affairs—county
judges. We have one of them in every
county in the province, and in nineteen
counties two. There are 64 of them I
think. If the entire annual judicial labor
of the whole lot was lumped, it is very
doubtful if it would app-oach the labor
of the fourteen men above spoken ot.

The quarter sessions and county court
are ready to depart, they are cven now in
articulo mortis, and the fragment of busi-
ness which still appertains to them can be
easily disposed of—the so called county
judges criminal court, with absolute juris-
diction in all cases triable now at quarter
sessions, aided by judicious appointments
of police magistrates to act as they now do,
would meet all the requirements of the
county respect of minor criminal
offences ; and there does not seem to me
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to be any good reason why a judge could
not work a circuit of three or four counties
or even more. In this way the province
might be parcelled out, so to say, among
fourteen men. The same mode of pro-
cedure would equally apply to division
courts, and thus, twenty eight or thirty
men, or perhaps less, would do the work
of the whole sixty-four

Let the county, under the provisions ot
the statute, give the sheriffa fair remuner-
ation for his actual services in connection
with criminal justice, without (ees, leaving
him his civil service fees as he now has
them. In our day and in a democratic
country, such as ours is and is likely to
be, nobody expects that an official is to
grow rich, cocked hats and javelin men
are quite out of place among us.

The clerk of the peace is the clerk of
the court of quarter sessions. If the court
goes, the clerk should go also ; the trifling
amount of business which comes to him
now in connection with criminal matters,
should be done by the wounty attorney.
Now, itis using two men to do not half
one man’s work. A great deal of the
apparent work or business of this office is
in no sense of any use or benefit to the
public. The necessary work is closely
connected with the action of the county
council and should be paid for by salary
through that body. The county court—
surely eleven cases (or twice that number)
in five years, could be got rid of with the
help of the division court.

Having thus got rid of one half of our
juries, for pity’s sake let the other, and
really essential, half, be selected in some
way less expensive and more in accord-
ance with common sense than the idea
which is at the bottom of the present
method, namely, that the position of a
man on the assessment roll is the actual
measure of his intelligence and fitness.

Another remark and I have done. It
is quite evident that there is a feeling of
unrest and dissatisfaction with the present
state of affairs gener 'ly_in ovr country.
If there are existing evils, and we do not
doubt their existence, what is the remedy ?
We are the freest people on the face of
the earth. Our laws are just what we
choose to make them. If they are good
we should see that they are honestly and
faithfully executed. Thisis the duty of
every man. Itistle partof a fool and
coward to fold his hands in his difficulties
and say, “I will give up.” It is the part
of an honest, upright man to look his
difficulties square in the face and say, “I
willcontend wi-hthemandovercome them.”

We are vastly mistaken if we, for a
moment, suppose that the recuperative
energies of a young country, such as ours,
could be stopped or stayed by slight de-
rangements or difficulties in the method
or mode ot government. Nothing but
conduct on the part of the people of the
moct radically destructive character in
which they themselves must be involved,
would prevent thé progress of this country
in the present day.
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The Statute Labor System and
Provincial Association.

We notice that at the last municipal
elections, a number of townships submitt-
ed a by-law to the rate-payers, for the ab-
olition of the statute labor system, and
we believe in every instance the by-law
was defeated. The reason for this is
obvious. For the past few years the
members of municipal councils and others,
interested in municipal matters have been
discussing these questions, and trying to
devise some plan to take the place of
the present system of roadmaking.

The agitation of this question has, at
last partially awakened our people to the
fact, that there is something radically
wrong. They are beginning to understand
that much of the money expended yearly
on our roads is being wasted, because the
woik is generally conducted in a careless
and unsystematic manner, and while the

people consider that a remedy should be .

introduced, yet they do not ccnsider it
wise to abandon the old plan until a better
one is proposed. And we think itis a
waste of time and money, on the part of
municipal councils to submit a by-law un-
til some better system is formulated, and
the people shown that it is to their advan-
tage to adopt it.  All the writing and talk-
ing which it 1s possible to do about abol-
1shing the statute labor system; wrongful
as it is, will amount to nothing, so long
as there is no-practical scheme proposed
as a’substitute.

Preaching a reform of this kind, is an
up-hill job. Old ideas deeply imbedded
by custom cling like old roots, and must
be irradicated in much the same manner.
What is required, is a clear comprehensive
Elan, to take the place of the present
system, and until this is done, it will be
Impossible to get the people to vote against
1t, although they may be easily convinced,
that good highways are the cheapest.
Let those townships which have submitted
the: by-law, benefit by the experience of
their defeat, together with all other town-
ships which are considering this question,
see that they do not neglect to take ad-
vantage of the opportunity, and accept the
Invitation to attend the convention, which
1S to be held in Toronto, on the gth of
February next, for the purpose of con-
sidering this great question, to arrive at
the best plan as a substitute. With rep-
resentatives familiar with the wastefuiness
of the present system, and the urgency of
a bettgr one, there siiould be no difficulty
n arriving at a plan which will be eco-
nomic, beneficial, practical and uniform,
and then there "will be a basis for the
advocates of this great reform to work up-
on, and there will be something to show
the people what they may expect in return
for the old system, and this plan properly

drawn and explained to the rate-payers,
no difficulty will then be experienced in
carrying these by-laws, for until this is
done and rehable information given as to
the manner of carrying out the work, and
the cost of construction and maintenance,

the people are justified in defeating the :

by-law.

No sensible man will attempt to defend
the present system, and every one who
has given the matter any thought, recog-
nizes this as a relic of barbarism, but it is
upheld by custom for the want of a better
plan, and there is nothing harder to over-
throw than principles which are sanctioned
by custom. :

Sewage Disposal.

Reterring to the interesting and in-
structive letter of W.F., VanBuskirk, C. E.
in our last issue on the question of sew-
age disposal we might say, that it isa
question that deserves more attention,
thanithas received in this country up to
the present time.

Among the many almost unworked
fields of Canadiar engineering, this quest-
ion of sewage is one of the greatest, and
we trust that more of our active engineers
will continue the discussion of the quest-
ion.

The reason for this field being unwork-
ed is evident. Until quite recently, only
a few cities, and those the larger ones
in Canada, had even approached to a
complete system of sewerage, and much
emphasis was placed upon the abolition
of cess-pools and similar nuisances, that
but few persons thought of the unsani-
ary conditions, which were in so many
cases caused by discharging the sewage of
thousands of people into a stream of
water; it only the sewage could be convey-
ed away from their premises and out of
the town or to the outskirts of the town,
or even discharged into a stream within
the town limits, the majority of the citi-
zens were satisfied. The *self purifica-
tion of rivers ” theory or fallacy tended to
set at ease the minds of those few, who
raised the question of whether waters
receiving sewage, wou'd not finally become
fou!. The work of various river pollution
commissions of England, and similar work
performed in Europe in latter years, to-
gether with the developements and the
gradual acceptance of the germ theory of
disease, finally directed the attention of
American sanitarians to the subject of the
purification of sewage before its final dis-
charge into natural bodies of water.

The Massachusetts legislature and
state board of health, and a few other
state boards, the American Public Health
Association and a number of sanitary
engineers, have in late years been doing
much educative work, and this educative
work, coupled with the rapid pollution
of streams and similar factors which have
prompted it, has resulted in the ad6ption of
some form of sewage purification in about

-

. possible to suit their own case
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thirty towns in the United States, and
many more communities- are discussing
the subject and will shortly move in the
same direction.

It behooves the local boards of health
in the different cities, to carefully consider
the systems of sewerage purification.

Mr. VanBuskirk correctly says ¢ that
there is no great mystery or secret about
sewers and sewage disposal, known only
to the provincial board of health and its
proteges. “The local board of health
and engineer is most particularly acquaint-
ed with the sewage and drainage of the
municipality, knows the requirements of
the place, and who is more capable of
studying out the remedy? TIrrigation,
intermittant filteration and chemical pre-
cipitationare the systems employed, and by
visiting places which have adopted one or
the other of these systems, and consider-
ing the natural location of the town, its
system of sewage and drainage, its re-
quirements, the plan adopted, and the suc-
cess which has attended it, makes it a small
matter for them then to decide, which of
these plans is the most suitable for them.
Then it is for them to devise any improve-
ment which may better meet their require-
ments, being personally interested in this
matter, and responsible for the proper
working of the system, even after con-
struction, it is reasonable to believe, that
the local board of health with the assist-
ance of their local engineer, will be more
deeply interested in the economic expend-
iture of the money in construction, and
the successful operation of the work aiter
completion, than any engineer, who may
simply be so fortunately situated, as to
have the recommendation of a powerful
body operating in all parts ot the province.
A great deal of money has been squan-
dered by municipalities in calling mto
requisition the assistance of experts, whose
principal function is to charge high fees,
while the local engineer is obliged to do
all the work.

We boast of the high standard of qual-
ification, necessary to be admitted to the
Canadian Society of Civil Engineers, and
the simple fact of holding a membership
in this society is proof, that an engineer
1s qualified to take charge of any class
of municipal work, and it is not necessary
that he should be obliged to have endor-
sation from any civil or political body,
to warrant the municipality in placing any
municipal work in his charge.

Let local authorities consider well their
own interests when undertaking this
question, and 'study it out for themselves,
view the work and experience of others,
then try to make what improvements are
In this
way their own people will be better served,
and an object lesson will be set for the
benefit of the general public.

The health of cities enters so largely
into the prospect of their future advance-
ment that they should immediately take
hold of the consideration of this import-
ant question.
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Bridges.

It frequeutly occurs within the last few
years, that municipal councils call for
tenders for the construction of an iron
bridge in their municipality, and plans

and specifications are submitted from °

various manufacturers, who in filing the
tenders for the work, present specifications
showing the class of material to be used
in the structure, proposed to be built by
them, and the manner in which the work
is to be done. These specifications usual-
ly differ as widely as the amount of the
tenders. And while’it is becoming the
universal practice, as it should be, that al!
such plans and specifications are submit-
ted by the council to their own engineer,
or some expert specially chosen for the
purpose, yet a number of councils very
unwisely depend too much upon the re-
putation of some one of the bidding com-
panies, take chances and award to con-
tract, giving the work as close attention
and supervision as they possibly can.

I bave decided in this, and subsequent
issues to set forth some facts as to whatthe
material, workmanship, and details of con-
struction should be. It will possibly be
of interest to municipal councils when re-
ceiving tenders, to use in comparing the
various specifications. Each specification
should contain the following :

All parts of structures shall be propor-
tioned to sustain the following stresses :

1. By the weight of the structure itself
considered integrally and separately for
each particular member,

2. The bending effect produced on
every individual member by the side pres-
sure of the wind, and the weight of the
member itself shall be considered.

3+ Dead load. In determining the
total weight of the structure for the pur-
pose of calculating stresses, the weight of
the iron shall be assumed at the rate of
two-thirds pounds per lineal foot of bar
of square inch area. The weight of the
steel at the same rate as for iron with two
per cent added. The weight of the tim-
ber shall be assumed at the rate of four
pounds per foct, board measure, for oak
and yellow pine, and three pounds for
white pine.

4. A live load upon each square foot
of floor including foot walks of 8o pounds
for all spans over 200 feet, and propor-
tionately for all intermediate spans.

Or a concentrated load of eight tons on
two pairs of wheels, eight feet centres,
No span, however, shall be proportioned
for a less load than 1,500 pounds per
lineal foot.

5. Wind stresses shall be calculated.

a. For a wind pressure of thirty pounds
per squaie foot on the exposed surfaces of
floors, of both trusses and railings and on
a moving load surface of six square fect
per lineal foot of bridge. -

b. For a wind nressure of fifty pounds
per square foot on the exposed surfaces of
floors, and of both trusses and railings,

the direction ot wind giving the greatest
surface, being assumed in the calculations
and the greatest results shall be taken in
proportioning the parts.

6. For iron in tension, rolled bare,
12,000 pounds.

For iron in tension, plates, and shapes,
10,000 pounds.

7. In compression for lengths less than
50 times the least radius of gyration,
9,000 pounds,

8. In shearing across fibres, 9,000
pounds.

9. On pins closely packed, tension and
compression on extreme fibres, 10,000
pounds.

10. Onbearing surfaces, 15,000 pounds.

11 The bearing surfaces of pins and
rivets shall be reckoned from the dia-
meter, not from the semi-circle.

12. For steel in tension, 14,000 pounds.

In compression for lengths less than
fifty times the least radius of gyration,
12,000 pzunds.

For steel in shearing, 10,000 pounds.

In bending on pins closely packed, 22,-
000 pounds.

On bearing surfaces, 18,000 pounds.

For compression, steel members whose
lengths exceed fifty times the least radius
of gyraticn, the stress per square inch
shall be determined by the same formula
as prescribed for iron members, but a suf-
ficient number of tests shall be made on
full size members to determine to value of
the constants in the formulae with a fac-
tor of safety of four.

For wood oak and pine on extreme
fibres in bending tension and compression
I,20c pounds; on bearing surfaces trans-
versely to fibres, 400 pounds. Alternate
stresses on members subjected to alternate
tensile and compressive stresses shall be
designed and proportioned to resist both.

Purification of Water Supply.

In his report to the board of water
commissioners of the city of St. Thomas,
the city engineer stated: “The common
practice of emptying drains and sewers
into water courses is fraught with the
greatest dangers to the public health.
Cess-pools, privy vaults and defective
drains are the most dangerous sources of
contamination for water of private wells.
The disease germs in such cases are the
most dangerous that can be taken into the
system, and if the drainage of these places
reaches our drinking water, even if in a
very slight degree, these germs will surely
be taken into the system. The popular
belief that 25, 50 or 100 feet of interven-
ing earth between. our cess-pools and
vaults furnishes ample protection is entire-

- ly fallacious. )

These words are worthy of considera-
tion. Water polluted by sewage is liable
at any time, through receiving the dis-
charges ot the sick, to become infected
with the germs of one or the other of the
infectious diseases and the danger to the
public health incurred from drinking such

polluted water, is that the living germs of
disease, may, with the water, gain access
to the human body, and through their
activity induce disease in us. We know
that a number of infectious diseases are
spread by sewage-polluted water, and al-
though but a small percentage of the great
mass of sewage which pollutes the sur-
face and ground waters, contains matter
which may carry infection to man, yet no
discrimination is made in the usual dis-
posal of the bowel discharges of sick or
healthy persons, and thus this pollution of
soil or water which is at all times a dis-
gusting practice, may at any moment prove
a danger to health and life.

Yortunately for our well-being, there is
a strong tendency for waters, as they exist
under natural conditions to purify them-
seives.  This natural purification is
brought about by various chemical and
physical actions, which may lcad to the
partial or complete removal or destruction
of the contaminations and pollutions which
a water has suffered.

Sedimentation is one of the most active
forces at work in the self-purification of
water. It affects the suspended matter,
and under favorable conditions, it would,

" no doubt in time, collect all substances

of greater density, than water at the bot-
tom of the stream or lake, But where
the conditions for sedimentation occur,
the force of gravity which induces it, is, in
many instances, overcome by currents
which may be caused by winds, by the
effects of heat and cold, or by the tributar-
ies or outlets. Instreams, the larger of
the suspended matters are soon deposited
on the bottom or on the banks, but many
of the finer and lighter partjcles are car-
ried for long distances dependent upon
the force and flow and other conditions
present in the stream. Oxidation and
other chemical changes occur in both the
dissolved and suspended matters in water
and are active factors in self-purification,
but these changes are greatly influenced
by temperature, by light and by the kinds
and the number of bacteria and other
living things which are present.

Another means of purification of water
is the death of many of the living things
contained in it. The disinfectant action
of light especially of direct sunlight has
been shown to exert a marked influence
upon the bacteria and other forms of
life.

Again, in the ground waters, a most ac-
tive purification is effected through filtera-
tion. As the water percolatés the soil,
the grosser of the suspended matters are
left upon the surface and many of the
finest ones are removed in different. parts
of the filtering medium and remain ad-
herent through various agencies to the
sand and gravel while the water passes
by.
This purification by filteration _is by no
means a purely mechanical process, in
which the bacteria are held back because
the pores of the soil are so small as to re-
tain them, for it has been shown that the
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soil alone will not filter cut bacteria. It
is not until after a slimy deposit has been
formed upon the surface of the sand and
gravel that filteration is effected, and it is
therefore  this layer of slimy substance
which effects the purifications. These
various agencies are wonderfully effective
in parifying water, but it 1s not sufficient
for sanitary purposes to know thata water
has flowed a given number of miles over
the surface, or that it has passed through
so many fiiters. We must either know
that a water has never been polluted, or if
once polluted, that it has been pre perly
purified before it can be judged as suitable
for drinking water. To know that a water
has never been polluted itis necessary to
trace it through unpolluted surroundings
from the time it falls as rain until it is
received for use. In pcpulous countries
an unpolluted water is by no means easy
to find, but wherever it may be found it is
a treasure.

In the majority of cases, however, in
which water cannot be followed in its
wanderings, in which it has evidently been
subjected to pollution from human, ani-
mal and house waste, there must be posi-
tive evidence that it has undergone ade-
quate purification before it should be used
to drink or even applied to general domes-
tic purposes.

To ascertain the pollution that water
has suffered or the amount of purification
which it has undergone, it is submitted to
analysis, chemical, micrescopic, and bac-
tericlogical, and it is advisable that every
municipality should have these tests made
of the public water supply at " least three
or four times a year, in order to know its
condition at all seasons.

A Test of Civilization.

~ Not simply comfort and convenience
in the daily intercourse of social life, but
¢conomical considerations of vast impor-
tance are involved in the question of im-
proved roads throughout our country.
‘T'he most cursory study of statistics show-
ing the distance over the average wagon
roads of our country through which a load
of wheat will pay its own transportation
is a convincing object lesson to any man
concerning the wealth, producting, labor-
saving, food cheapening effect of good
roads. A farm 12 miles from a rail-
road station in a district with good roads
is worth more than one equally good
three miles removed from the railroad
where the roads are as bad as they are in
many farming districts where the land is
rich,

Civilization has been well defined as
the “aggregate manifestation of the mas-
tery which mind has attained over matter

.among a given people at a given time.”

This definition will bear careful thought,
and few physical tests more immediate n-
dicate the degree of civilization which a
community has reached than does the
condition of its streets and roads.

Water Supply.

During the past few years, a number of
our smaller towns have been considering
the advisabiltty and necessity of construct-
ing a system of waterworks for fire
protection. In the majority of cases;
the difficulty is to obtain a supply
within the corporation limits at a
cost commensurate with the resources of
the municipality. When the’ supply lies
three to four miles from the towns
and of sufficient elevation to permit it be-
ing brought in by gravity, the councils
in most instances consider it necess-
ary in estimating the cost, that they should
use cast-iron pipes as conduit.

This is where the people are led
astray by the preparation of the estimate
of the cost on such a basis.

Vitrified pipe has now obtained large
and increasing recognition for this purpose.
It is found to be durable and to offer im-
portant advantages from the standpoint
of economy, ease of application, etc. The
material is certainly cleaner than any other
and will always remain so. TIts well-glazed
surface offers less resistance to the flow of
water than any other material, and when
properly laid is practically indestructible.

Vitrified pipe has been used where the
source of supply was so far distant that
the use of castiron pipe for conduits
would have rendered the construction on
the gravity plan, almost impracticable, as
the additional cost would have been too
heavy a burden on the taxpayers. Of
course, cast-iron pipes have to . be used
where it is impossible to follow on the
hydraulic grade line.

The well-being, comfort, health and life
of our citizens is more closely identified
with and involved in the quality of water
used for domestic economy, and it is now
recognized, that for towns to be prosper-
ous, a system of fire protection must be
provided. The use of vitrified pipe con-
duits will enable many small towns to
avail themselves of better and purer water
supply and a system of fire protection.

Of course, their are good and inferior
grades of this pipe manufactured, and 'it
may be that in some cases, vitrified pipe
has been used which gave poor satisfac-
tion, but in the adoption of this, as in all
other mateirals, it is necessary ‘to see that
the best pipe is secured. In the burning
of the pipe, it not unfrequently occurs that
a portion of it is damaged by cold air, or
cracked by fire. This pipe is classed as
seconds and is sold as such, at half the
price of first class material ; but there is
such a thing as agents selling this for first
class to those not posted as to what the
pipe should be. We might say that the
line of division between first class pipe
and seconds being an imaginary one is
elastic when pipe is in active demand, or
when it is thought that it will not be in-
spected intelligently, or when it is sold on
the cars at the place of shipment, at the
purchasers’ risk. some manufacturers who

should receive the benefit of doubt in their
own inspection, ship on first class pipe
orders, pipe that should properly be class-
ed as seconds. In view of this, it is well
for purchasers, for their own protection, to
understand clearly what agents recognize
as a standard of first class pipe.

The thickness of the pipe should be
one-twelfth of its interhal diameter. It
should be smooth and well glazed inside
and out, and the material beneath the
glazing thoroughly vitrified, which is best
indicated by its dark slate color. Each
section should be substantially true in
diameter, and straight and when struck
with a hammer give back a clear metalic
ring. A small fire crack, a fragment brok-
en out of the socket, or scaled off the out-
side of the pipe.does not impair its use-
fulness or affect its grade as first class, if it
is otherwise sound, but it should be abso-
lutely free from air cracks which are often
so fine as not to be noticeable to the eye
and are only discovered by a blow of the
hammer.

If purchasers of vitrified pipe would
always buy it delivered at destination,
making the shippers responsible for the
safe delivery of pipe, that conforms in every
point to the above specifications, their
interests would be protected.

New Concrete For Roads.

A succeseful application has been made,
it appears, of the newly invented road
concrete, some time ago described in the
papers of Germany, and its usefulness in
various directions seems to be assured.
Curious enough, shavings and planing
mill chips, either of common or fancy
woods, and which may be stained before
use if desired, are mixed with cheese—or
rather, casein—calcined magnesian lime-
stone, glycerin, silicate of soda and a little
linseed oil, and this combination of sub-
stances is forced by hydraulic pressure
into molds, where it ‘is allowed sufficient
time tc.harden. When dry, the composit-
jon is strong and solid and can be sawed,
planed, polished and varnished. Among
its various proposed uses are ornamental
panels aud wall surface coverings, etc.

What Bad Roads Lead to.

Bad roads lead to profanity: they make
men swear. Bad roadslead to intemper-
ance: men think it is necessary to fortify
the inner man with a few drinks to enable
them to stand a long journey through the
mud. Bad roads- lead to cruelty ; the
kindest hearted driver often has to stimu-
late a willing team with the lash. Bad
roads lead to poverty ; the wear and tear
on wagons, harness and animals knock off
a large per cent. of profit.
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Notes and Comments.

The Supreme Court of the United States in a
notable case from Indiana has declared liquor
saloons to be public nuisances, the existence of
which the owners of contiguous property can pro-
test against. This decision has caused dismay on
the other side. =




Houses of Industry.

Continued from Ja\'nuary Number.
BUILDINGS.

After a site has been purchased, no ex-
penditures should be made in the direc-
tion of building until the whole property
has been surveyed, a map made of it, and
the location fixed, not only of the present,
but of future buildings, When it becomes
necessary to erect any new buildings on
the grounds of an old: poorhouse, if a map
has not already been made "of the prem-
ises, one should be prepared from an
accurate survey. The map should show
the farm and grounds immediately sur-
rounding the poorhouse, also the location
of all the buildings including the most
trivial, and the floor plans of each. It
should also show the location of all sewers,
drains, and water and other pipes. From
thenceforth, all extensions and improve-
ments should be made on a general plan
in accordance with principles governing
the building and arrangement of these
institutions, so that the incongruities and
inconveniences that have originated in
conseqence of not having followed a gen-
eral plan from the outset may be overcome
as much as possible.

Poorhouse architecture has received less
attention than that of almost any other
class of public buildings, and it is difficult,
if not impracticable, to find poorhouses
that meet the entire approval of the officials
superintending them.

In planning a poorhouse the following
considerations are to be kept constantly in
view : sanitation, convenience and econo-
my in administration, protection against
fire, and a proper classification of the in-
mates, including a complete separation of
the sexes. It is assumed that those requir-
ing poorhouse provision are the sick and
infirm, and those, in one way or another,
incapable of selfsupport. We see the
term “able-bodied paupers” sometimes
used in connection with public relief ; but
as the statute does not recognize such a
class, they will not be considered in deal-
ing with this subject. In attempting to
classify the inmates of a poorhouse proper-
ly, it will be found that the character and
conditition of dependents differ so materi-
ally in different counties that no one plan
will answer all localities. 1In sections of
the province where homes are established
by private benevolence for the respectable
aged and infirm, no special provision is re-
quired for this class in the poorhouse. In

districts where there is much intemperance

and licentiousness, the class of dependents
are more degraded, and larger hospital
accommodation is required. A poor-
house in the average county should accom-
modate from eighty to one hundred in-
mates. The fluctuation of numbers inci-
dent to a poorhouse population ought not
to be overlooked, and buildings™of a
Sufficient capacity should be provided to
meet emergencies. :

The plan of a poorhouse including

a partial basement with one or at most two
flats above is considered by many to be
preferable. The physical condition of the
inmates in- the majority of cases renders
them unable to climb long flights of stairs
such as are at present to be found in some
institutions. Provision for the escape of
inmates in case of fire favors a low building.

The plan should provide for the com-
plete separation of the sexes for bath
rooms, for hospital wards and facilities for
the isolation of a greater or smaller num-
ber in case of an epidemic. Ample room
must also be provided for a large kitchen,
convenient storerooms and cooking ap-
paratus of sufficient size. The dining
rooms should be near the kitchen, and in
the basement. The laundry should be
separated from the main building and
have proper drying rooms attached. Cot-
tages or separate buildings for the isolation
of certain classes of inmates are necessary.

The heating apparatus should be placed
in the institution when it is erected. This
should be constructed in the best possible
manner, and care taken in accepting the
lowest tender; to see that the work is to
be done equally as well. If constructed in a
first-class manner, it will be economical,
while, if on the other hand, a first-class
job is expected for a third-class price ; the
repairs and improvements that will con-
tinually be required will, sooner or later,

_increase the price to what it would have

been had a tender at an amount sufficient
to pay for first-class work been accepted.
It 1s desirable that we should build our
county poorhouses so that they may have,
as far as practicable, the character' of real
homes. Whatever material may be used
and whatever plan and style of building
may be adopted, true economy will be
reached by building well and requiring that
everything be done in a workmanlike man-
ner. ;
In locating buildings it should be seen
that the situation is dry, the ground free
rom secret springs, and the spot sufficient-
ly elevated to afford good drainage. It is
desirable to place them so as to secure
sunlight as far as practicable in all parts of
the buildings at some period of the day.
They should be placed so as to afford
plenty of lawn space in front of them.
The best material for building, all things
considered, is doubtless brick. Stone
buildings for poorhouses are not desirable
on account of their liability to dampness,
which cannot be overcome without increas-
ed cost in construction. :

Buildings containing so many sick and
infirm should not exceed two stories in
height, in case of fire, egress is more diffi-
cult, and the difference in the expense of
constructing a two-story building and one
that is higher is not so great as one would
suppose, netwithstanding the cost of the
roof is the same for both, because the
substructure for a building exceeding two
stories is more expensive than it is for a
two-story éme. The higher a building is
carried the more it is exposed to the wind,
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which takes hold of it as at the end of a
lever, bringing greater strain upon the
various parts, thus requiring greater
strength throughout.

HEATING AND VENTILATION,

There should be numerous flues for ven-
tilation, with registers in the rooms, both
near the ceiling and the floor. The chim-
neys in all cases should have their founda-
tions on the ground, and be carefully laid.
In a building ot brick, the partition walls
should, as far as practicable, be laid in
the cellar and extend to the attic. In
this way the structure will be better pro-
tected against fire, and it will be stronger.
The floors should he constructed so as to
deaden sound and be slow in burning in
case of fire. Hall, dining-room, dayroom,
kitchen and other floors that are much
used should be of maple or other hard-
wood. All stairs should be of good width,
with low risers, broad treads, and plain,
strong balusters. Square landings are also
highly desirable. Easy stairs have much
to do with the comfortable use of such
buildings and the safety of the inmates.
Both the upper and the lower window
sashes should be made to raise and lower
by means of weights, cords and pulleys.
In the upper flats, the windows, unless
sufficiently high from the floor, should be
protected by a wire screen to prevent in-
firm inmates from falling out. Conven-
ient outside iron stairways and platform
landings, should be provided forthe second
stories of the buildings, as a means of es-
cape in case of fire. The stairways and
platforms should have railings and be
accessible through doors opening outward.

In dormitories where there are numer-
ous beds there should be not less than
fifty superficial feet of floor-space to each
bed. This is the minimum fixed by some
standard authorities when the ceilings are
twelve feet high. For an ordinary poor-
house the ceilings ought not to be higher
than this nor less than ten feet. In many
of cur public buildings the ceilings are too
high. 1In order to secure the requisite
amount of airs-pace it is better to increas:
the superficial feet of the floor than to
Lave very high ceilings. While it is im-
portant to provide sufficient floor-space in
single rooms, not more than a liberal
allowance should be given; otherwise,
when the institution is crowded, an abuse
will creep in by placing two beds in rooms
designed only tor one. As to the amount
of air-space required in a hospital, author-
ities greatly differ. It is safe to say, that,
with the most perfect arrangements possi-
ble for ventilation, there should bé more
than double the quantity per bed that is
necessary for each inmate in an associate
dormitory.

To be continued.

The ratepayers of the township of King at the
January elections, defeated a by-law to commute *
statute labor at 60 cents per day. The by-law also
provided for two inspectors for each concession,
and one inspector for each incorporated village of
fifty inhabitants or over, the inspector to be paid
$1.25 per day for each day actually spent on the
roads.
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Municipal Councils.

THEIR POWERS AND
HIGHWAYS.

JURISDICTION—

It might be interesting to notice the
nature of a municipality’s ownership of
and jurisdiction over roads, highways and
bridges within its limits Section 525 of
the Consolidated Municipal Act, 1892,
vests the soil and freehold of every highway
or road altered, amended, or laid out
according to law, in the Crown, unless
otherwise provided for, subject to the sub-
sequent enaciments on the subject. ~ Sec-
tion 526 gives every municipal council
jurisdiction over the original allowances
for roads, highways and bridges with'n
the municipality, and section 527 Vvesis
every public road, street, bridge, or other
highway, in a city, township, town or in-
corporated village, in the municipality,
subject to any rights in the soil which the
individuals who laid out such road, street,
bridge or highway ereserved, and except
any concession or other road within the
municipality taken and held possession of
by an individual in lieu of a street, road
or highway laid out by him without com-
pensaiion. There would seem to be some
inconsistence between the last-mentioned
section and section 525, which might,
perhaps, be reconciled by reading seciion
5 as applicable to roads laid out by public
authoiity of some kind, and section 527 to
roads laid out by private individuals over
their own land—the right of the public in
either case is simply to use the road for
the purpose of a highway. The using of
the highway for a difierent purpose, such
as excavating soil, etc., would subject the
person so using the road to an aciion at
the suit of the owner of the freehold. The
word “highway,” in section 527, is used
in its broadest sense, as including all pub-
lic ways, and not only public roads, streets
and bridges, but o/Aer highways. it does

" not, however, include roads belonging to

joint stock companies, unless purchased
or otherwise legally acquired by tie mupi-
cipalities in which they are respectively
situated. Every individual has an equal
right to use a public 10ad, street or bridge.
Municipal corporations cannot be deemed
proprietors, and as such entitled to control
the possession, any more than any other
corporation or person interested in the
streets, roads or highways. The property
vested in municipal corporations is a qual-
ified one, to be held and exercised for the
benefit of the whole body of the corpora-
tion—they hold as trustees for the public,
and not by virtue of any title which con-
fer§ possession sufficient to maintain an
action of ejectment. Notwithstanding the
provisions of section 527, that every pub-
lic road in a township is vested in the
municipality thereof it must be taken with
some limitation ; for by section 532 it is
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provided that “the county council shall
have exclusive jurisdiction over all roads
and bridges lying within any township,
town or village in the county, and which
the council. by by-law, assumes, with the
assent of such township, town or village
municipality, as a county road or bridge,
until the by-law is repealed by the council, *
and over a'l bridges across streams Or
rivers, over 100 feet in width, within the
limits of any incorporated village in the
county and connecting any main highway
leo ding arough the county and over all
bridges, over rivers or ponds or lakes,
forming or crossing boundary lines be-
tween two municipalities. In the section
lastly referred to “the exclusive jurisdic-
tion” was alone conferred upon the
county councils over * the roads and
bridges intended, as the grant of a power
sufficiently large for all practical purposes,
and indicating that the local municipality
or municipaliies are to be excluded from
all interference in the exercise of that
power.

Legal Decisions.

DWYER V. PORT ARTHUR.

The Corporation of the Town of Port
Arthur passed a by by-law entitled “ A
By-Law to raise the sum of $75,000 for
street railway purposes, and to authorize
the issue of debentures therefor,” which
recited among other things that it was
necessary to raise said sum for the pur-
pose of building, etc., a sireet railway, con-
necting the municipality of Neepsing with
the business centre ot Port Aithur. At
that time a municipality was not author-
ized to construct a street railway beyond
its territorial limits. The by-law was voted
on by thejratepayers and passed, but none
was submitted ordering the construction
of the work. Subsequently an act was
passed by the Legislature of Ontario, in
respect to the said by-law, which enacted
that the same “is hereby confirmed and
declared to be valid, legal, and binding on
the town, and for all purposes, etc., re-
lating 1o or affecting the said by-law, any
and all amendments of the Municipal Act
shall be deemed and taken as having been
complied with.”

It was held, reversing the decision of the
court of appeal, that the said Act did not
dispense wich the requirements of sections
504 and 505 of the Municipal Act, requir-
ing a by-law for the construction of the
railway to be passed, but only confirmed
the one that was passed, as a money
by-law. It was also held that an erroneous
recital in the preamble of the Act, that the
town council had passed a Construction
By-Law, had no effect on the question to
be decided. This case will be found re-
ferred to on page 99 of Volume 111, of
TaE MuNICIPAL WORLD.

KERFOOT V. VILLAGE OF WATFORD.

This was an action to restrain the de-
fendent corporation from constructing a
drain pursuant to a certain by-law. The
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construction of the new drain was neces-
sary from a sanitary point of view, as well
as for the purpose of keeping in repair the
highway, under which a portion of it
passed. The local health authorities
urged its construction on the defendants,
who resolved to construct it, if necessary,
as part of the ordinary expenditure for the
current year. In June, 1893, however,
they submitted a by bylaw for its con-
struction to the electors, but it was defeat-
ed. The defendants, nevertheless, pro-
ceeded with its construction, but in
August, 1893, they again submitted the by-
law to the vote, when it was carried, and
afterwards finally passed. It was clear
that the defendant corporation could have
constructed the drain as part of the ordi-
nary expenditure of the year without ex-
ceeding the statutable limit of taxation.
It was held that the first by-law having
been defeated did not prevent the sub-
mission of the second in the same year,
nor did the fact of the work having been
commenced as an item of ordinary ex-
penditure for the year incapacitate the de-
fendants from again submitting a by-law
for its construction.
RE CHAPTER HOUSE APPEAL.

In this case the authorities of the build-
ing in the city of London called the
Chapter House, appealed to Judge Elliott,
one of the county judges of the county of
Middlesex, against the assessment, upon
the ground that it was a place of worship,
and as such, by sec. 7, sub-sec. 3 of the
Consolidated Assessment Act, is exempt
from taxation. It is true, that places of
worship, with the land immediately in
connection, are exempt, and it is true that
this edifice was once used as 2 place of
divine worship, but some years since it
ceased to be used for that purpose. It
was urged that having once been a place
of public worship it retained its ecclesias-
tical character. To ithis contention, the
learned judge said,he could not accede. In
his opinion a place of worship 1s a place
where worship continues to be conducted,
and there was no continuance here. The
appeal was dismiss:d.

*

Councils will do well to direct the at-
tention of Assessors to article under that
heading, published in the January num-
ber, what at first appears to be a small
matter, becomes a serious one if neglected.

The only reason we do not hear more
complaints of losses occasioned by a care-
less assessor’s work, is that the people do
not understand the cause of sudden de-
creases in educational grants, or the many
expenditures provided for by the voter’s
list, and other acts which may be directly
attributed to the work of the assessor.

¥

* *

Many capitalists do not care to purchase
debentures payable in instalments as they
object to having the principalmoney coming
back on their hands in small yearly sums
for which they have to find other invest-
ments with a probable loss of interest in
the meantime.
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Boards of Health.

In view of the fact, that the Provincial
Board of Health has recommended that
consumption be placed on list of infectious
diseases, the action of the Ontario Legis-
lature in reference thereto will be awaited

with interest.

& &
*

TUBERCULOSIS IN THE PAN-AMERICAN

MEDICAL CONGRESS.

_ An interesting discussion took place in
the section of hygiene on leprosy and
tuberculosis. Dr. Lee, of Philadzlphia,
read a paper on the former subject and
Dr. Lawerence F. Flick of the same city
one on “The contagiousness of pulmonary
consumption.” As to the need of meas-
ures for the prevention of the spread of

these two diseases, the opinion of the .

section was very pronounced that stricter
precautions are much more needed against
consumption than against leprosy. We
have more positive testimony that tuber-
culosis is infectious than has been present-
ed that leprosy is communicable. One
member only uttered a doubt as to the
contagiousness oftuberculosis,and itis quite
likely that the emphatic opinion of the
other members and the unamimous vote
against him have caused him to modify
his way ot thinking. Dr. Flick referred
to the error that the germs of this disease
may be inhaled with impunity by the
healthy, and he was strongly of the epinion
that the most healthy persons are very
sure to come down with the disease if
habitually exposed to the bacilli of tuber-
culosis in badly ventilated apartments.

The following resolutions were adopted

by the section :

Resolved, That it is the view of the
section on hygiene, etc., that in view of
the fact that tuberculosis causes more
deaths than any other disease, that it is
known to be communicable, especially to
persons living in houses and shops with
consumptives, that theattention of national,
state and municipal authorities be directed
to the necessity for controlling the dis-
semination of the disease.

1. By notification by physicians and
householders.

2. By regulation of the residences of
the tuberculized.

3. By controlling their movements so
far as possible.

4. By the establishment of hospitals
and homes for the infected poor. :

=
* *

The secretary of a local board of health
writes about a man who kicked up a row,
because Lis house, infected with scarlet
tever, was placarded. How silly his
misdemeanor ought to seem to him when
he learns that the president of the United
States set him an example of a gddd law-
abiding citizen by having the White House
placarded last year on account of the
same disease.

A Municipal Reform.

The city of Haverhill, Mass., with a
population of about 28,000, have adopted
the Swiss system of Referendum and
Initiative. This means that any measure,
by-law or ordinance passed by the coun-
cil, except such as are declared urgent,
shall not go into force for thirty days,
during which period the people may peti-
tion to have the matter submitted to a
general vote, and if signed by 15 per
cent. of the electors, an ¢lection must be
held. This is the Referendum. The
Initiative provides that the electors may
petition to have any measure they desire,
introduced and passed by the council. If
the council refuses to pass the measure
thus introduced it may go to a vote of
the electors, and it amended in council
both the original proposition and the
amendment must be voted on. A writer
who has investigated the workings of the
Referendum in Switzerland, testifies that
“jobbery and extravagance are unknown,
and politics, as there is no money in it,
has ceased to be a trade. The men
elected to office are taken from the ranks
of the citizens, and are chosen because of
their fitness for the work. The people
take an intelligent mterest in every kind
of local and federal legislation, and have
a full sense of their political responsibility.
The mass of useless or evil laws which
legislatures in other countries are con-
stantly passing with little consideration,
and which have constantly to be repealed,
are in Switzerland not passed at all.”

The county council of Victoria by by-
law at their November session ordered the
following amendment to sec. 5 of the
Municipal Amendment Act, 1893, which
calls into requisition in every municipality
a treasurer’s cash book and other regula
tions :

That the word * day-book™ shall be substituted
for the word ‘¢ cash-book ” in subsections 1 and 2
respectively ; that the provisions of sub-section 1
shall not apply to the receipts on account of non-
resident taxes and percentages, the treasurer to be
at liberty to enter the receipts mentioned, in the
day-book periodically as heretofore ; that for the
purposes of sub-section 2, relating to the exhibi-
bition of certain books at meetings of the council,
when so directed, it shall be sufficient to show
the totals of all the receipts and payments up to
the day on which the meeting shall be held, and
to account for the amount at the credit of the
municipality, by the production of the bank pass-
book and the cash in the treasurer’s hands; and
that sub-section 3 be, and is hereby declared not
to be in force.

The fact that the section of the act re-
ferred to provides that it may be changed

by by-law of the council shows that
the legislature did not consider it
perfect. = The reason sections are

passed in this way is that councils often
neglect the regulation of the manner in
which their financial business 1s conduct-
ed, and in some municipalities where the
treasurer has been in office for some time,
such interference on the part of the
council m¥ight be looked upon as a reflec-
tion on a capable man’s system. We
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recommend ail councils to consider the
regulations and only amend them when
they ascertain a that change is actually

necessary.

* *
*

We notice that some county councils
have decided to petition the local legisla-
ture to provide for the reduction of coun-
ty councils by raising the number of voters
required for a deputy reeve from 3500 to
8oo. We see no objection to this, if at
the same time the act is amended by re-
quiring a village to contain the same num-
ber of voters betore becoming incorporat
ed, and by providing that when a village
voters’ list shows less than that number of
names they shall be attached for the pur-
pose of representation in the county coun-
cil, to the township or townships to which
the village originally belonged.  This
would in some instances entitle the vil-
lage and township combined to a repre-
sentative and effect no saving. TUntil the
district system is advocated for the elec-
tion of county councils, no move for re-
form in this direction will ever be success-

ful.
% *
£

L

A correspondent in the Globe writes in
reference to the effort of the Prison Reform
Association to bring before municipal au-
thorities the necessity of classification of
prisoners in county goals, as follows :

I'have not a little experience with county coun-
cils, and I must say frankly, though regretfully,
that I see very little hope of accomplishing any-
thing in county goal reform through moral suasion.
County councillors, are unfortunately, elected
yearly, instead of for a longer time, as theyshould
be, and, as a result, they will incur no expense
that will in any way lessen their chances of re-
election. The only remedy, in my judgment, is a
radical one, viz: Firstly, to make it compulsory
on the part of county councils to make special
provision for the poor of the county;and secondly,
for the government to assume absolute control of
common goal management. On general princi-
ples, J am opposed to the centralization of in-
creased power and patronage in the hands of the
government, but this is an exceptional case, and
necessity knows no law. .

Our prison system requires unification with a
central controlling power, the same as our educa-
tional system, if not made a part thereof, and the
sooner this is brought about the better.

* *
*

A county clerk and practicing barrister
writes : I find your paper very entertain-
ing and valuable, and I must take occa-
sion to compliment you and your co-
editors on the success that has attended
your efforts. The different heads are
carefully and ably managed and are
authorities on the various- subjects on
which they treat. The legal branch is of
great interest to me, not only as county
clerk, but in my profession, as all the
recent decisions on municipal law are
carefully and correctly reported. The
correspondents’ branch, too, is a ‘great
boon to municipal officers, as it gives them
an opportunity of ventilating their respect-
ive grievances, real or imaginary, in sucha
manner as to bring them prominently be-
fore those concerned.
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THE MUNICIPAL

QUESTION DRAWER,

SuBsscriBERS only are entitled to opinions through the
paper on all questions submitted if they pertain to munici-
pal matters. Write each question on a_separate paperon
one side only. When submitting questions state as briefly
s posssible all the facts, as many raceived co not contain
ufficient information to enable us to give a satisfactory
answer-—ED. -

W.—1. The clerk made a mistake by writing
the word (paid) after $6.00 for statute labor on
the collector’s roll, and the collector did not col-
lect it. The mistake has been accounted for in
this way: The pathmaster had not returned his
list when the roll was made. Afterward, the list
was sent in and the clerk trying to rectify it,
wrote, paid, and mistook the name. Can this
money be collected, and how shall the council
proceed.

_2. Another ratepayer left seven hours, work of
his statute labor undone, the pathmaster returned
it undone, the clerk failed to put it in the collect-
or’s roll. The amount is 873 cents. Can this
money be collected, and how.

1. We think the clerk had no authority
to make the entry in the collector’s roll
which resulted in mistake mentioned. The
collector shou'd be required to collect the
amount from the person in default in the
regular way.

2. We think the clerk would be re-
sponsible. If, on demand, the party in
default refuses to pay the amount it might
be charged against him in next year’s list,
but we do not know that he can be com-
pelled to pay it or how it can be collected
from him.

Clerk.—Can a municipal council pass a by-law
allowing 5 per cent. discounton all taxes paid in
on or before the 14th December.

Yes. See section 53, Consolidated As-
sessment Act, 1892.

_W. H.—Can municipalities in the Muskoka
district impose a tax or pedlars, license on haw-
kers, etc., there being no county formation, and
unless the townships impose a license there is none
collected ?

_Section 36 of the Act respecting muni-
cipal institutions in the districts ot Al-
goma, Muskoka, Parry Sound, Niepissing,
etc., chap. 185 of the Revised Statutes of
Ontario, 1887, provides that “Except in
the cases of townships and villages attach-
ed or belonging to a ccunty for municipal
purposes, the councils of townships and
incorporated villages in provincial judicial,
temporary judicial, and territorial districts
shall have power to pass by-laws for the
Purposes mentioned in sub-secs. 2 and 3 of
sec 495. of the Consolidated Municipal
Act,'1892.” The last mentioned section
provides for the passing of by-laws for the
purposes mentioned by our correspond-
ent.

A. R.—A. is father, B. is son, assessed as
follows :

Value Total
A. Owner lot Con. -$1,200 $1,800
B. Owner lot Con. 600

B. does not own the property, is a son living at
ome and assgssed as owner. Could A. qualify
as councillor if there was an encumbrance on the
property of $1,400?
Yes.

2.—A. is father, B. and C. are sons, assessed as
follows :
Value Total
A. Owner lot con. $900 $1,300
B. Owner lot con. 400
. Owner

B. and C. are not owners, only living at home.
There is no encumbrance on the lot, assessed at
$400, the other is encambered. Could A. qualify
as councillor on lot assessed at $4007? he is
owner.

Y 8,

W.—Can a person who has been elected to the
office of councillor be legally qualified, who had,~
at the time of his election, and still has, an un-
settled account against the municipality ?

We think the person referred to, had,
at the time of his electicn, such an interest
in a contract with,or on behalf of the cor-
poration, as would disqualify him under
sec. 77, Consolidated Municipal Act, 1892.

A.—Is it the duty of the auditors appointed by
a municipality to audit the school moneys that
are placed in the treasurer’s hands as well as all
township moneys ?

We assume that the school moneys you
refer to are those mentioned in sections
122 and 124 of the Public Schools Act.
For the purpose of disbursing these
moneys, the local township treasurer acts
as sub-county treasurer, and his sureties
are liable to the county for any default in
the school grant accounts. The sub-
treasurers are required to report to the
county auditcrs on form provided by the
Education Department ; the vouchers are
sent with the report to the county audit-
ors and kept on file with the county
vouchers. We are of the opinion that 1t
is not the duty of the township auditors
to audit the school grant accounts.

j. E. H.—A municipal clerk receives a salary
with extras from voters’ list appeals, selection of
jurors, registrations, etc. Is he entitled to any
fee for acting as returning officer at municipal
elections? Is he entitled to any fee for acting as
returning officer at a special election, where a by-
law is submitted ?

We are of opinion that the clerk is en-
titled to reasonable extra fees for acting
in the capacities last mentioned.

CoUNCILLOR, PARRY SOUND.—Isa postmaster
or his assistant, by reason of holding such office,

disqualified for holding the office of reeve or
councillor in the district of Parry Sound ?

No.

ALcoMA.—In a township municipality, where
there is no county organization, is it legal to base
the municipal grant to schools on the previous
year’s time that schools were kept open ?

2. It does not seem reasonable that the council
in August, when making their estimates should
grant, say $100 to a school for the then current
year, as a school might not re-open or might be
closed after August.

3. Our council in 1892 made a grant for the
time schools were kept open in 1891, and in 1893
made a grant for the time schools were kept open
in 1892. Is that right?

4.—Is it the intention that a council shall ap-
point two auditors at their first meeting, who shall
immediately audit last year’s accounts to Decem-
ber 31st, or do they audit to any other time of
year ?

rand 2. We presume the grant re-
ferred to by our correspondent is that
provided for in sec. 109 of ‘“the Public
School Act, 1891.” If so, the grant is
based on the time the school is kept open
during the year previous to the time when
the annual levy is made in August. The
teaching year begins on the third Monday
in August, and ends on the following
3oth day of June. Seesec. 193, of the
Public School Act, 1891.
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qi-CNo:
4. A council must appoint two audit-

ors at its first meeting. The auditors
shall examine and report upon all accounts
affecting the corporation or relating to any
matter under its control for the year end-
ing December 31st, preceding their ap- .
pointment, and shall prepare an abstract
of the receipts, expenditure, assets and
liabilities, to be dealt with in the manner
mentioned in sub-section 2 of section263,
of the Consolidated Municipal Act, “Et.
Seq. The auditors shall also, if directed
by by-law of the municipality, examine
into and audit the accounts of the corpor-
ation monthly or quarterly, and may also
be required to make an audit in the event
of a change of treasurers in their munici-
pality.” )

W. T.—A lawyer was returned to our village
council this year 3 he owns no property here, only
rents a small house, worth about $600 ; he did
some business for the last council, for which he
was paid $95 00, and he was attending another
small case for which he is to receive $25.00. Is
he eligible, or can he take the declaration without
perjury? See section 73.

Our correspondent’s information is not
sufficient as to the basis of this person’s
property qualification. Is the house as-
sessed on the last revised assessment roll
at $400 or over, and what is the duration
of his tenancy ? We think, however, that
the person referred to, had, at the time of
his election, such an interest in a contract
with or on behalf of the corporation as
would disqualify him under sec. 77, Con-
solidated Municipal Act, 1892.

W. II. S.—Can a township clerk claim a pen-
sion from the township after serving say for forty
years? If so, how much, and upon what
conditions ?

Section 280, of the Consolidated Muni
cipal Act,provides that a guatuity may be
given in certain cases after 20 years’ ser-
vices. A clerk cannot claim a pension
for long service.

J. M. D.—A school section bought and built a
new school house on another lot and about half a
mile from the old school house ; converted the old
school house into a dwelling house, leased it with

the land attached to a private individual. Is the
tenant liable for taxes on the old school house ?

Yes.

J. S. F.—Can a man occupy the dual positions
of assessor and collector of taxes in a town ?

We are of opinion, from the present
reading of the statutes relating to the sub-
ject, that one and the same person
cannot hold the offices of assessor and
collector in towns. See declaration office
set forth in sec. 271 of the Consolidated
Municipal Act, 1892, and answer to “New
Subscriber,” in March number, page 86,
1893.

T. U.—Is a deed from the crown necessarily
absolute evidence as to the quantity of land liable
to assessment in a lot or part of a lot, or an island
in a lake and separated from the main land sur-

rounding the lake, the deed stating the quanity of
land, more or less?

In case an objection is taken by an assessor to
the quanity of land returned, and thus proven by a
deed, would it necessitate the survey of the land
in question, to make a valid assessment of the
land in question >—for example, R. X. is assessed
for an island, computed by the assessor (in the




30

absence of the owner) to contain forty acres.
The assessment notice was left with the agent of
R. X., but in December, the owner, R. X.,objects
to his tax bill, on the ground of wrong assessment
and produces an affidavit from some other person
that said R. X. holds a deed from the crown,
stating that the island in question contains by ad-

measurement ten acres more or less. Is such
evidence conclusive that the island cannot be as-
sessed for any more. The assessor still holds
the opinion that there is forty acres.

It is the number of acres that should be
assessed, not what the deed may call for.
Some lots over-run in acreage ; others fall
short, owing tc incorrect surveys. If the
deed of the island called for sixty acres,
would R.X still consider that the assessor
should be guided by 1t.

The assessor should assess the acreage
as he finds, andon appeal, the owner must
show under oath that he is wrongfully
assessed. A measurement of the island
by a competent surveyor wouid determine
the acreage to the satisfaction ot the court
of revision.

Qur town was incorporated by special act of
parliament in May, 1892, making our school sec-
tion a union between town and township. The
date of our incorporation and legal time for noti-
fication did not admit of making an equalization
of the assessments in the time specified by Public
School Act. (Section 95.) The equalization was
made in August, but the township portion of sec-
tion would pay only to their own assessment, and
have paid thus for two years.

1. Was town right in their action ?

2. Can town collect balance caused by equali-
zation ?

3. What is meant by equalization.

4. How is rate to be levied.

5. How is proportion obtained. Section 95.

6. Should trustees send in full requisition for
year’s expenditure to both council boards?

7. In case of taking action, who should be
plaintiff, school board or town council.

1. We think equalization was made in
proper time.

02V e

3. Valuing all the taxable property in
the section on the same basis, the value of
the portion situated in each municipality
determines the proportion of tax payable.

4. The same as other school rates.

5. From repert of equalization requir-
ed to be made by assessors under sec. g5,
Public School Act.

6l Yes,

7. School board.

E. G. ALcoma.—Has a township reeve asa J.
P. any jurisdiction beyond the limits of his own
municipality, or has he the same powers as any
other justice of peace?

Reeves in Algoma have no jurisdiction
as justices of the peace beyond the limits
of their respective municipalities. See
sec. 4, chap. 37, 52 Vic.

A.has a timber license from the government
for.a lot in our township, and is taking off pine;

cedar and hemlock, said lot belongs to the
government. Can we seize the timber for taxes?

Yes.

If one of the councillors fail to qualify at first
meeting can the next man with highest number of
votes take his place, or must we hold another
election ?

G. has been elected councillor and refuses to
act, as we don’t wish to compel him, caf* we take
the next man with the highest number of votes or
must we hold another election.

A new election must be held in both

cases. See section 181, Consolidated
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Municipal Act, and section 277, which re-
quires mummpal officers to refuse office or
make the necessary declarations within
twenty days under a penalty.

In the year 1892 the collecior did not legally
return his roll. It was handed to the clerk with-
out an affidavit. Will such irregularity effect the
future sale of land for taxes. If so, what must
be done ?

If the collector did not make returns
required by sections 131 and 136 of the
Consolidated Assessment Act, of 1892, the
treasurer should have taken proceedings
mentioned in section 231 of said Act. If
so much time had not elapsed since the
return of the roll, the council might have
availed themselves of the provisions of
section 133 of said act, by appointing
another collector to complete the work.
The provisions of the Assessment Act
must be complied with before land can be
sold for taxes.

If, as the result of the neglect of the
treasurer or collector the municipality is
liable to loose the taxes on lands not pro-
perly returned, these officials may be
proceeded against as provided in sections
225 and 227 of the Assessment Act.

G. C.—How should a person be assessed who
lives in a house on his father’s farm, and has an

interest in said farm, and also owns property in
said township, independent of his father?

As owner of both.

A person is appointed deputy returning officer
for municipal election. Does such appointment
disqualify him from being appointed reeve?

Noes:

The question of grants to high schools
will be before the legislature again this
year. Some counties are very much dis-
satisfied with the present act which dis-
criminates unfairly, mm counties where
rural and detached high schools respect-
ively exist in the same county in favor of
the high s:hool so detached, and urge that
sub-section 2, of section 31, of said Act,
should be so amended as to eliminate the
evident injustice made apparent in the
tact that high scheols, separated from a
county, contribute no return or corres-
ponding equivalent for the moneys paid to
them under th Act, othér than those edu-
cational advantages resulting from all well
regulated high schools in the district ;
whereas, taxpayers of the high school dis-
tricts in the counties, who are already
locally taxed for high school purposes,
and who contribute and pay with other
ratepayers of the counties, all the legiti-
mate disbursements of the counties, how
find themselves compelied, under the pre-
sent act, to pay, in addition to the support
of their local high schools, their quota of
taxes to another high school situate in a
municipality detached from the counties
altogether. This is a manifest injustice
which should be' remedied.

The county council of FLennox and
Addington in a petition to be presented
to the legislature, set forth:

I. Thatif the words ‘‘three years” contained in
the last line of section 37, were struck out and
the words#‘one year” substituted therefor, that
such change, if made permissive only, and not
compulsory, would afford relief to those county
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councils, who had inadvertently placed the fees of
the pupils too low, or who had unwisely placed
them too high, thereby, perhaps numerically pre-
judicing their schools.

2. That asit is the evident intention of the high
school law to compel all county councils to bear a
share of the cost of maintenance of the schools at
which county pupils attend, and as there is no
provision made in the act for the payment for
county pupils, who, by reason of their remoteness
from a school in the county, prefer to attend, and
do attend a more contiguous school in an adjoin-
ing county, where an unreasonable fee may be im-
posed for their attendance at such latter school,
that the sum of one dollar per month, or a frac-
tion of a month, per connty pupil should be paid
by the county for the maintenance of all detached
and contiguous high schools at which county
pupils may respectively attend ; provided always
that the said county pupils attend the nearest high
school to their respective residences.

A. W. CAMPBELL

0.L.S., C.E., A.M,C.S, C.E.

Examinations, surveys, designs, specifications,
estimates for waterworks, sewerage syslems,
sewerage disposal, municipal drainage, reclam-
ation, expert tests.

Reports made on all classes of municipal work.
Electric light, electric street railways.

Improvement of Highways
and Streets .

Clarification of turpid water for public supply by
chemico-mechanical filtration.

ST, TEIOM.AS - O TARIO

J. A. BELL, C. E.

Mem. Can, Soc. C. E.

Special attention given to the construc
tion of waterworks, sewers and bridges.
Plans, specifications and estimates furnish-
ed, and constructions superintended
Correspondence solicited.

Office—Court House, St. Thomas.

Paris Waterworks International Cantilever

Tilbury i Bridge

Milton L Aylmer Waterworks

St. Thomas Sewage St. Thomas ,,
System

CAVEATS, TRADE MARKs

COPYRIGHTS.

(GAY £ SBRATA SRt s
est, opinion, wr
RIUI?%Z & coﬁ, who havg had ngarl&, fty yeeu:'

CAN I

mmunica-
ions strictly conﬂdential. A Hnndbonk of In-
formation concern ni Patents and how to ob-
tain them sent free. Also a camogue of mechan-
cal and scientific books sent free.
Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive
ial notice in the Scientific American, and
thus are brought widely before the public with-
out cost to the inventor. This splendid tpapnr,
{sau:g\t weekly, elegantly illustrated. has by far the

u'g atlon of any scientific work in the
83 Eam le c(‘?ies sent free.
Buildl 50 a year. Bingle

Edmon monthly.
copies, 25 cen Hvery numercon tains beau-
iful plates, in wlors. and g otographs of new
-houaes with plans, enabling builders to show the
latest designs and secure contracts, Address
MUNN & CO., NEW YORK, 361 BROADWAY,
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ONTARIO WATER METER COMPANY, L'T'D

MANUFACTURERS OF Meter Supports

Dial Extensions

Fixture Locks

Water

Water Cart Registers

Stirainers

Coupling Seals and

Meters

Reservoir Indicators

w Send for Price List and Testimonials. Our meters are adopted and in use in over soo cities and towns in U2nada and the
] United States. Highly endorsed by leading engineers. A guarantee for five years given with all meters. All information
o« 2o onhapphication: fo siete e

f AL, WINTON, Sec.-Treas.
No. 28 Toxonto Streef, Toronto, Ont.

i

CARRIED OFF FIRST PRIZE AT WORLD'S FAIR

Waterman’s ldeal Fountain Pen..

A good fountain pen is acknowledged to be the most practical and convenient writing instrument. The best in the world is “Waterman’s
.Idea 7 Tt consists of A Gold Pen, the best that can be made ; A Hard Rubber Holder, of the best shape and the finest finish, containing an
ink reservoir; and A Feed that conducts the ink from the reservoir to the pen point with absolute uniformity, and with the certainty of a never-
failing stream of water. The special feature of the feeding device in the ““Ideal ” is its splits, which draw the ink from the reservoir to the pen
with the same reliability that the split of the pen draws the ink to the paper, and both respond to the act of writing with automatic regularity. Tne
split has not been improved for pens, and it will not be improved as a fountain pen feed. Consequently, The Waterman, which uses a split feed,
will not be improved. '

. It is the Fogntain_fen of To-Dav

PRICE T.IST.

And it will be the Fountain Pen of the future. Therefore, there is no necessity to look further.

T BUY ONE NOW. Ifit does not please you and prove desirable to keep, it can be returned, and Gold Pen and Holder. | Holds
your money will be refunded. Tts simple construction, the excellent materials used, and the superior _  ———— ‘ink for
workmanship, make it, of all the fountain pens in the market, the one least likely to get out of order. Nos.l Plain. | Gold Mtd.’ Pages.

The Gold Pens used in it are of the best quality, and are warranted unconditionally. The assort- _— — —
ment includes long, medium, anc short nibs, and fine medium, coarse and stub points, all to suit any 2 | $250 | $350 75
hanq. The gold pens in the larger sizes are made with a greater variety of points and nibs than is 3 350 4 50 90
possible in the smaller sizes. We give our personal guarantee with each-pen. 4 | 400 500 100

5| 500 6 00 125

6 ) 600 l 7 00 150

HART & RIDDELL.

Sole Agents, Municipal Publishers, Wholesale and Manufacturing Stationers,

27 Wellington St. W., Toronto,

. & : .
Fme.Sta.tnonery and Book Department. ..
12 King Street West." 3275 :
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‘DOMINION BRIDGE CO., Lt'd.

(SUCCESSORS TO TORONTO BRIDGE CO.)

MANUFACTURERS OF For Railways and Highways,
Iron Bridges, Turntables
Iron Piers and Trestles

Bridge Rods

il

Vava

[ron and

Right and Left Hand Sleeve Nuts

and all kinds o

Structuraljlron Work,

Steel Bridges

ST. LAWRENCE RIVER BRIDGE; CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY, LACHING, P. Q.

The cost of Metal Bridges, f or a term of years, is less than the cost of building repairing and replacing wooden bridges, and believing the only reason so many bridges are still
built of wood to be that those who are charged with the duty of contracting for them are not aware how little difference there really isin the first cost of a good Iron or Steel Bridge and
a well-built weoden one, of equal strength, we are at all times pleased for an opportunity to quote prices to officers of counties, <cities and townships, so that they may intelligently com-
pare the cast of metal and wooden briages. To enable us to name prices closely we need information on the following points: Number of spans and length of each span. Width of
roadway and number and width of footways and sidewalks. Kind of Lumberto be used for floor joists and plank and its value. Name of nearest R R. Station and distance of
bridge site from station. Depth of water at ordinary level and height of floor above water. Also strength and capacity of bridge required, if any particular strength has been determined
on ; or a general statement as to the nature of travel over the bridge ; whether on a country road, a well-ballasted turnpike, orlocated ina village or city, and subject to heavy loads.

WORKS: LACHINE LOCKS, P.Q. OFFICE : 20 St. Alexis Street, MONT REAL, P.Q,

Address Inquiries in Response to this Advertisement, to

DOMINION BRIDGE COMPANY, LTD., Montreal, Que.
IT I8 A FACT! WHY ?

No town or township can afford to be without an Because it gives you better roads which will enhance
American Champion Road Machine, the value of your property, and at same time save you
money.

“The Road Machine we purchased has given good satisfaction. We graded 190 rods, 48 feet in width, in three days, with three teams,
at a cost of twenty-eight dollars and fifty cents, and would recommend it to any Council who may require one.”— Yarmouth Township
Council, 1892:

The above cut shows the rear view of machlne at work. We send our machine on trial. Send for catalogue, testimonials, prices, etc.
All correspondence promptly and cheerfully answered.

Address all communications to American Road Machine Co., F. L. Wricht, Manager, 124 York Street, Hamilton, Ont.



