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COMPENSATIONS OF SORROW.
BY REV. W. G. ELIOT, D.D.

-THE best part of our ekperience is not enjoyment but
suffering. Our highest happiness comes not with laugh-
ter,’but through tears, " There are those who live only on
the surface  of life, whose hearts strike no roots deeper
than the thin surface-soil which every passing storm
washes or drives away, and leaves aﬁ unfruitful earthy
clay beneath ; and such persoﬁs, who live to eat and-drink
and be merry, may have no knowledge, and imay desite
“no knowledge, of what we are now saying. To them the
‘house of mourning is the ‘house of ‘mouming;anduhothing
else. . They shun it as a pesti]ence, and have 'nothin'g to
learn, there ‘which their selfish and worldly nature is cap-
able of learnmg Pleasure and happiness are to them
‘words of the same meaning ; suﬁ'exmg and.evil are but
‘the same idea... Iti is not for them, norto them, that we
speak. - We. speak to: those who ‘have gone down: into
the: depth of. SOITOw, but even there. have been, able o ory
out unto the living God. We sPeak to those who are #t -
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~least prepared to understand;that the baptism.of -tearsimay
» be:that which fits us for the baptism of the Holy, Spirit.;
We ask, therefore, appealing to our own experienceand
.%o theirs, whether. we cannot distinctly trace a.great;part
;vof what is jnoblest. and best to.what we  have suffered. .
- Has: it been the prosperity or the adversity of life: which
.. has ministered most »tru_ly;td 'ou_r__manliness of: thought, to
.-onr:love -of .4v.i1;’tue‘,;.'.to;.out:,'.capaqity‘,of real enjoyment?
. Let us take . this question with us in the retrospect of the
;}l_é'st_ ten years, for._example,.ahd try the good and evil of
: life by this practical test. Out of that experience could
.we.now -best afford to lose the working of our joys.or of
.our sorrows? Has pleasure or pain done the most for.us?
:Has the house of mourxiing or the house of feasting tanght
.;us the most? . From what sonrce have.onr noblest thenghts
..come?  How have the purest affections been cultivated ? -
+.If. we are conscious that ourlove of virtue isstronger.than
it was,and that we are learning to. hve more habitnally
.inn the divine presence, have we learn_ed it.in the time:of
- vigorous health, or upon the. bed of sickness? Has: God
;.ever seemed so near. to us as in- the chamber: of death ?
- Has eternity eYer been so real as when we havelre,tu_rped
_from standing at the open grave? .. Could we have known
how mpch we loved those whom God had given, unless
He ‘had taken them away.?.. Could we love those whoare
leﬂ: with the same disinterested, prayerful, religious affec-
tlon that we now feel, if we had not been. taught to:love
them for eternity as well as for the _present world:? -

'We think that these questions.lead us to a true, answer. :
Our hearts may.struggle against it, because of their wenk-
ness; . but..our, profoundest, experiance. teaches,its txuth.

There'is.almost.no really valuable experience,-almost o
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{6HiduiYing ‘arid-réal good; which does viot ébﬁié'thfoﬁgh"tﬁe
nilmstry of pain ‘and: silfferingi: The' cross Whlch we bear
icthat which: raises us16. heaven, R e
i7/'We have'seen a family dwelling undei the hght of un- -
-lelotided prosperity, where the- radiahce -of Christian-Tove
+haalgo been found. © They have rejoiced: togethet in‘the
enJoyment of God’s gifts; without forgetting to' thank I-Ilm
“hs thé giver.” They have undéistood; as far as’ possxble, :
“the ‘greatriess of their blessings' in‘remaining together a-.
“whiole family,and a. part of their daily prayer has been that «
“thiey might always be spared the pain of bereavement. . It -
WohId ‘seem that 'they did not need’the hand" of ‘chastise: .
ment ‘or the discipline of sufféring, either to. confitii their .
* imutual -love; ‘or to ‘bring them nearet to God... Ahdiyet
t‘gvenin a Ch‘ristian‘family like this, when death:has en- .
¥ téred there; and some one of the dear household.hasbeen -
taken, it has: proved to bé a-new revelation: of God,and of -
their ‘Savioiir, ‘and of ‘their-own - hearts, to ‘themselves.
vIirall théir religion they had ‘not known before how com-
"pletely’ man ‘depends upon: God.: They had not-known
7 how -absolitely essential to the human:soul is the:thought -
" of the divine presence. ' They had not understood either :
" {le-words or the character of Jesus: They had not known -
~thé depth’ of their own souls, nor thestrength ¢ of their own -
- affections.: ‘That one rew experience has made all things -
new.: -Thé spiritual: nature, although beéfore recognized,
now-first appeats in its true dignity,’and for the first time:
they -thoroughly understand that the real use of -the. pre-
sent world is to-educate the soul for heaven.:. They loved.
each -other -béfore; -but- new tenderness is now-added to. .
their love.. Their kindness becomes more thoughtfn]
their: afféction more disiriterested.’ " They feel their de- :
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pendenoe upon “edeh' ‘other more' deeply, and Wateh 'over
eac qther w,lth silent, inexpressible love. -t i i
The' fond union of youthful ‘hearts geem’ very close, and"
causes them to dwell in an elysmm of joy; but {he hus-
band"." and W1fe seldom know how much they-love-each
~ other untll they mourn togethex, weepmg for then' chnld-
. ren because they are not. o S
| '. oW 'qulckly are the little dlssenslons and variances of
hfe stllled by the presence of death ! How sternly'is sel-
hiiess tebuked and with what yearning of the heart to-
Warde“ Heaven is" ‘the resolutlon made to become miore
‘tender, maore aﬁ‘ectlonate, more gentle, and more: falthful
m the whole eonduet of life ! R :
Sueh is the natural influence of sorrow shared in com=
mon I-Iearts ‘which rejoice cannot come so near to-edch
other ‘as” hearts which. grieve. Tears mingle more: per-
feetly than smiles, and the chain of family love on earth
becomes much stronger when some one of its links are in
heaven. ' ‘ SRR
" If this be true, the house of mourning may be better
tha.n the h.ouse of feasting, and they who sow in tears may
reap in joy.  Not only as 8 preparation for the future, but
even in this world, our snm of happiness may be increased
by sorrow. "We do-not speak ignorantly nor coldly;:nor
as those who nevet felt the agony of bereavement.. We
know what it is to look upor the dying child, and to watch
over the pa,rent’s failing strength. “We know how deep
the grave seems when open to receive those whom - we
Jove, But we also know ' that in the severest grief - we
bear, if we hold to our Christian faith and continne inithe
" performance of pur duty, we are commg nearer. to:God,
nearer to him who suffered on the cross, nearer to those
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who live, néarér 16 thoss who'diei* “Exbept the grain'cf
corn. falI mto the ground and dle, it cannot sprmg forth mte_

oped in; thelr dlvmest sttenvth _ , - .
1t is true, therefore, that our real happmess may beeo_‘,
greater by. its seeming diminution. We say it with hesl-' ‘
tation, and almost with trembling 5 yet, it is true It is
trne, not -only asan: abstract proposition, but asa pra,ctl-
cal expenence. . Not by the number of om' blessmge! nor
by their greatness, but by our capaclty of enjoying them,
is. our daily. happmess to be. measured If you wonl&
‘make’ men contented with their lot the better plan some-a
tunes is not to increase, but to d1mm1sh then' store. _ They'
are discontented because they have too mueh Ta.ke
away one half, and they will learn to enJory the rest better
than they had ever enjoyed the whole. Cheerfulness of
heart is often prompted by lessemng the outward sources
of delight, and. compelling the heart to be the souree of
cheetfulness to itself. If we wete teqtiired to- “naine,
among ail whom we have known; those who haVe TE=
tainied the most perfect cheerfulness and sweetness of
temper, we should probably name some Whose hves have
been the continual experience of pain and suﬁermg. et
there. be Chiristian fiaith as the foundatlon, and in almosﬂ
4By given case, if our obJeet were to train a human soul .
to hLabitual. contentment and éheerfulness, and therdfore
to the .enjoyment. of life, the ‘better course Would betcr
place: it under the dlscxplme, not of unvaned prosperlty,
but: of frequient. pain and: loss,, and sometlmes of severe
suffering and bereavement. - It i3 one . of the subhme
Amystenes of -thie. soul, that out of Weakness we. are thuS
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madé: strong, that ot of ‘ddrkness springs forth thie hght Jiey
A Why, theén;-should ~we :shrink’ {from". sorrovr: ' agiif it
weré-calamity 7. Why should ‘the:house of: moummgl 1.
be diis ‘the ‘house of misery and despair? We kn'o'w*ﬁ S
" that-'there: is ‘an " instinctive love of: enJoyment and eass. 5
Laughter seems pleasantest, and joy -is‘most. attmctlve.
Tt woirld . bé unnatural and hypocritical to: say that 'weé
-desiré’ ‘affliction § and -it- is right to-avoid sorrow und’ loss
‘whenever-we: can .do so'in the strict performance of. otiF::
duty.”" To court misfortune, or foolishly to incur logs, s
-would - prevent ‘the - instruction ‘which should come fromi-*;
the diseipline of life. The feeling: that we have domé '}
-our best to avert Cale,mity is needful to the efficacy of the™ "
tnal " And so it is written of- the Saviour himself,’ that ' i
he prayed « If it be possible, let this cup pass. from e 5? =2
-and ‘then added, «If. it. may . not ;pass from me ‘unless T
drink it, thy will, not mme, be done.” But, to av01d sor- -+
row by the use of- proper and just means; and to pray for ™7
our deliverance from it, is a very different thing: from that? !
dread of sorrow, that shrinking from it as if it were an
-absolute evil, which is unchristian distrust.in God. How- R
ever . stern affliction may seem in its first commg, it soom”
‘wears a reconciling face, and whispers a.benediction to-
the. behevmg heart. 'We.may feel the burden that-we - -
bear, and for a time bend under.its oppreSSive ‘wéi};ht S
but still be daily learning the infinite truth, which changes.‘ .
.earth.-to heaven, that all things work: together for the good ‘ ’.
-of those who love God. . R
- Of those who love God. Let these words be observed .
;for they contam, not only encouragement, but also- warn-;_ o
-ing. "The discipline of life is-not. compulsion, but discip-
Jine. aOnly‘».bo ‘him who asks shall it be given.: Pros-
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pentyrdqesxnot*always harden,: aﬂilctlon» does ot always:,.
‘soften, zthecheart.r The: isorrow .which God sends ds ine ;1
‘tendgd A0 make us: pure,. to: exalt, to atrengthen, to ens, ... .
noble;ys.; -But we. may, turn itto the gall of bitterness,: .
and, instead of :purifying; it may burn the heart,and har-- . .
den it .in..selfish grief. .. There is no. possxble dlsclplme
under; which 'we can be compelled into goodness. - Our..
-'worl;ﬁcagnot, be done ,for;,,us,,gnd ‘the ‘outward_ .eircum-
_stances .of life, whether ofjoy er sorrow, can minister.to.. ...,
the soul only according to our . willingness, under: the. -, -,
grace of God, to be instructed. We need, therefore, i_,n,;:._‘_
the time of prosperity, and bhefore:grief has en,tere:diin, .
to recognise. the love of God in'the blessings he bestows, . ...
in order. tq_l'}l}derstand it in their removal. . Thus would; .
our »enjdyment ‘be. doubly blest, and the severest:grief. . -
would find .its consolation. . . -
The . discipline is therefore of God’s appomtmg, but its - -
use, for- good or evil, is our own. To-day wedwellinthe = .
house, of feastmg ; to-morrow, in the house of mourning.
That ‘is not ‘for us, but for God, to determine.. But, un- -
der God, it is for us to say whether it shall be better ,fqu o
us, according to the Scripture, or not. -Sorrow is almost
-sure to come. - 'We cannot, and hereafter- we shall thank .
God that we cannot avoid it. . Receive it as the discipline
. of parental love, and it will, at the same time, enlarge the
' happmess of earth, and smooth the way to ‘heaven. The

blessmo‘ .upon those. who mourn is a real benedlctlon, and
- the alleviations of sorrow become a heavenly compen-
sation.
‘Why, then, art thou cast. down, O my soul and why
art thou dlsquleted witliin me? - Hope thonin God ; ‘for
I shall yet- praise’ Hun who is the health of my ‘counten- .
‘ance.and my God; - el rEnn o R
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| ANCIENT METHODS. OF WORSHJP: ,
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.Preached in. the, Umtamn C’hurck, Montreal, in. Apnl
BT R Z““, by.Rev J. Cordner |

-4 And:all the people said Amen, and praised. the Lord.»—} Omzox'

. o
R '! . v . P . B : Y S Y

- I¥ we'were 'required to point out, amid= the imultiplie'd
" fnoniments’ of human civilizaticn, what it was: ‘'which
most emmently ‘distinguished - the human . being from-all
‘other earthly creatures, should we not at once say it:was
“his templés of worship? A temple of worship isa standing
monument of man’s faith in a Superior Power, and-‘ofhis
aspiration to serve God. It has a significance peculiarly
‘its own. - It is not only an _indieation" of ‘man’s desire to
- séek and serve God, but to'do 's6, not in an isolated Way
merely, but in compeny with his fellows. -~~~ .

" The earth can present no sublimer spectacle than’ that
of an assenbly of people engaged in- intelligent'and ‘de-
véut worship of God. - And if wé use the tinie of ‘our dis-
“gourse this morning in looking back at some of the- anci-
ent méthods of worship in the assembly orcongregation,

- Wé may at once satisfy a legitimate - curiosity, and. ‘gain
“'gome serviceable information, - The forms of one age may
be quite unfit as formsfor another age. A sincere and
* genuinie worship will, from time ‘to time, and as eircum-
stances change and require it, find out the forms amost fit-
* ting: for itself. A sincere and genuine worship will’ not
" be tied inevitably and eternally to any formula of" out-
‘ward expression. But we are properly interested. in the
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- past, since the present i is the providential outgrowth. there-
‘from. And, moreover, in every GXPI'GSSIOD and develop-
- ment of the’ past ‘we niust ‘sée the working of some pre-
vailing or umversa.l Jprinciple, which we. are called.on to
respect now, and at all times.
+The' partloular point to which: I would dn'ect attentlon
. now is: — that the worshlp of the assembly or congrega~
tion is a common worship— that it has -been. so accepted
and understood jn time past, and that it still must be'so
:accepted-andunderstood. It was designed for all to unite
.in,’and has been so received and complied with... When
| the Cliristians first assembled in congregation, their orga-
-nization and service were formed. on the model of the
-aynagogue. .. The.apostles and first converts were syna-
gbg’ne,,wdr_shippﬁers. They had prayed with Jesus in the
.synagogue, and had hedrd many of his discourses ‘deliv,e:-
~ed.-there.,":See Luke iv. 15, 16, and elsewhere. Now
the Jews from the earliest times had recognised the obli-
‘gation of joining in the common worship of: the congre-
- gation, and of joining in it audibly. It is a saying among
‘themm. to this day; that no man should say Amen to hisown
~blessing ; and by the requirement of his ritual the Jewish
__minister cannot do so — he is prohibited. This ntterance
_.or solemn. confirmation of the prayer, being left to the
. congregation. . It is a rule laid down by authority, that if
» an-unworthy person should rgad the prayers, the congre-
- gation should not respbn'd Amen — the 'lack of such re-
. sponse in sueh a case being a sentence of unworthiness on
the-person officiating.. :
. The writings of the Old Testament—-—both the Law and
=the Psalms —-show us how ancient the custom is. See
Deut. xxvii 15, etc., Psme cvi. 48, and elsewhere. A
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reference to the Psalms will. show:, s, also; ayiresponsiver ur
element in their songs of - praise::. We find- some: of the
Psalms constructed .on‘the plan-of.a- .r.epeat‘mg...-,h_erqxstkch,,
‘—that is, where the :verses are:each divided into two
parts, and:the latter made to repeat the former,ds in Pealn -
xxiv. and elsewhere. .We find some:constructed also
with whﬁt seems to be a common chorus alternatm as

in Psalm ¢viii. and elsewhere.. T AR

and Chrlstlan, that certain formulas Stlll mcluded m the :
Jewish thurgles of the ptesent day were in:use durmg o:
the time of the second Temple. -  They are all composed
in the plurai number, and use general expressions as be-
ing intended chiefly for joint worship.”. - In these Eiturs*
gies, then, are prayers to which, poss1bly, our Savmur
and his apostles once said Amen in the Synagogues pf,
Judea and Galilee. EATTEEE R
From the ¢ Church- and I-Iouse—Book of the Anclent
Christians,” which has been brought tolerably clearly to
light by the patient and laborious industry of ‘modern: T
scholars, we are farnished with a picture of. the congre-
gatlonal worshlp of the. ear]y behevers. Here it is:— -

h FIRST PART.
.PREPARATORY SERVICE, OR SERVICE 0F THR ouncmmnns
Accessxble also to the Hearers, who are learmng the Wozd “but have
not yet taken the sacred Pledge, and therefore do.not belong to-the
Communion of the Behevers
A Psalm of the Old (or New ?) Testament sung in the a.ntlphonic Man-
ner of the Hebrew poetry, aocordmg to Hemlstichs B R R

'Or also an. Act of Humiliation gndConfossxon
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,The Uo:b!ogy,’drithe Pialss, &t the end of a Pealmi: >~
" Glory: be to- the Father, and to ‘the. Sm, ami to the .
s.Holy G’}wst, for ever: aml ‘evers’ .Amen. -
. i Ony .
Glory be to. the Father and ‘to. the Son, mzh the‘f :
- Eoly lest, for ever and evcr. Amen. '
. Ory -
Glory be to tfw Father n ( or through ) the Son, and "
.. through.the. Holy Ghost, for ever and ever. : Amen. .
A Gantlcle of the O1d Testament..
Ora Chrxstmn Hymn or Sacred Song
Lesson from the Old Testament
Lesson. from the New Testament
":Homnly, or Expla.natxon of Scnpture, especmlly of the Gospel and Ex-‘

hortation:fo Christian Faith and Life. -
»Dmmxp_gq,}_pf the Catechumens or Hearers, with'Blessing. .

"+ . SECOND PART.
THE SERVIOR OF THE nm.mv’nns, OR SERVICE OF mmsdwme TR
: (.Euchanst ). .
The Oblatwn, or: Placmg of Bread and Wme (and Fust-fnnts) on the A
Commiimion Table. ’
Generally a 'Word of .Admonition premlsed as:

No Profane!

Gl W:sdom -
The mutual Salutatwn of Blshop (or Presbyters) and People
: - The Lord be with you:
w. . And with thy Spirit.

The Preface, or Introductlon to the '.l‘hanksgmng for the Gifts of God
and for Christ’s Redemptlon

“Lift ap your Héarts :
We lift them up unto the: Lord
Let us give thanks unto the Lord :

v LIS ées and right o to do. o
The Praycr of Thanksgiving ¢ either only - o
: The Lord’s Prayer; -~ *
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to Whlcll for tha.t purpose, t.he followmg Doxology or coucluding '

- Praisé was added, with the usual Response '
For Thine isthe ngdom, a;nd the Power, and the Glory,

for ever and ever. '

LR ot

: [Or',
- For Thine is the Power for ever and ever.]
Amen. ‘

. On, besules, a free Prayer of the Blshop or Elder, pra.lsmg God’s
Beneﬁts from the Creation of the World and a.skmg his Blessmg for
the Communicants,

(The Words of the Institution formed no necessa.ry pa.rt of thla
Prager of consecration, but may have been hxstoncally reclted ).

The Communion of all the Believers pregent, taken both in the Bread
and in the- Cup C . Co A R }":.'ui_'l._- ek

.ﬂntzphonw Verses used before the C’ommunwn, accardmg to the C‘wstom
: of the Church. - = : i

The Cherubic Hymn, or Trzsagwn, from Isa.lah Lo aail

Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord the God of Sabaoth.
Heaven and earth are full of Thy Glory...... ...
After this Verse, or perhaps originally instead of it, was sung:: - -ZL":

The Hymn of Thanksgiving, or the' Morning Hymd; o

Other .dntzphonw Verses used before the Communwn »
Hosanna. to the Son of Dav1d
Blessed be he who cometh in the mme qf the Lord
C ,Or’:_
God is the Lord : -
Who was made manifest to us in tke Flesh.
Or, Exhortations and Admomtxons to the Congregation
He who is Holy, let him dra.w near: . o
If ke is not, let hzm, becore. s tkraugh .Pemtmce. o
A . O o
‘This is Mardnatha ! (the Lord cometh.) -
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.ﬂfter the Communum : .
Prayer of Thanksgwmg, for the:Benefit and Grace received (sometunes
the Lord’s Prayer with Doxo]ogy used at this place. ). .
‘ The Dlsmlssal of the Gongregatmn w1th the Blessing.*

J ustm Martyr [2nd century],. gmes this account of the
WOl’Shlp of his time :—

On the day of the’ Sun, as'ft is caJled, (Sunday) there is & mesting
together iti 'one Pplace of all'who dwell in the cities or in the- country,
and the Memoirs by the Apostles, or writings of the Prophets, are
read for a sufficient time. * Then, when the reader has finished, the per-
son. presuhng ma.kes an address, exhorting 1o an imitation of those good
Athmga ‘Afterwards we all rise together, and pray. . Then prayer . ‘be-
ing ended, ‘bread and wine and water are brought, and in like manner
the _president offers prayer and thanks, according to his abllxty, and the
people express their s,ssent by saymg Amen.

~ The mmple thurgles of these early Christians became
in the ' ‘éourse of time very much complicated and grossly
corrupted, and mainly" through this, says an eminent
Christian scholar, that the service “ was changed from a
congregational act in which the people took an integral
part, mto a clerical one with low prayers and mumb-
lings.” ' So grosslv were the thurgles corrupted, and so
far was their pnmmve force and meaning destroyed, and
such was the mtolerance resorted to in enforcing them,
that, after the reformatlon, a large section of the Protest-
ants were led in course of time to set aside the use of fixed
forms altogether, and throw themselves entirely on the
spontaneous and unaided utterance of the individual min-
ister, so far as the expressmn of prayeris concerned ‘The
most 1mportant thurgy after the Reformatlon was that of
* See ¢ The Liturgy, or General Order of .the Serwce * Book I'. of

« Ohurch- and Housé-Book of the Ancient Chnstmns,” pnnted in third
volume of Bunsen's Hippolytus and his JAge. : P
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"the Church of Ilngland “with" which: we  ste. all: moi'e‘ or
less acquamted Tt still preserves for moderri- Protéstant
worship some of ‘the richest devotioral lang‘uagelof ‘the

" ancient church, but it also preserves many of’ the corrup-
'tloqs of the" Christian- doctrine. * Tts compﬂatwn was ‘a_

_-matter of compromise. - The English Church and ziation
being at the time but ‘imperfectly protestantised; much

" was conceded to the papal notions and prepossessiohs of'a

large portion both of clergy and pebpl-e.- Hence the wideély
differing parties now in the Anglican Chiirch — somé’go
close to the papacy that’ they fequire little more thin’a

. formal recognition of the Pope to render it complete ’tmd
some, again, so thoroughly- protestant as to resist the'du-
thority of both their rubric and their bishop.’ ‘The length .
and rigidity of the Anglican rituak: caused ‘much-offerice
in England and it brought forth much suffering thieré to

" multitudes eminent for their plety and learning. ' It§ ani-
versal imposition in its entire strictness drove-large num-

‘bers of the most worthy ministers from their parishes aiid

people, and créated a feeling ot hostility 'to ‘the national

church, which has not wholly been got rid ‘6fto this' day.

Notwithstanding its many faults, it i§ undeniably a com-

pilation of great and signal excellence,and it is thé deser-

vedly valued Church- and: House-Book of several mﬂhons

of Protestant Christians. - L LT s

The Anglican Liturgy aims to mclude the whole ‘con-
gregation in the public - act of worshlp permlttmg and
requiring. them to participate in the audible expressxon
and confirmation of the prayer. The fatal objectlon to'it, _
taken as a whole, is its rigidity — allowing no free and
spontaneous expression. The Church-in Scotland; after

. the death of John Knox, permitted ‘his Liturgy ‘to fall

|
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o mto dlsuse,{an,d the.General Assembly,about:the:middle

1.0f ;gt‘hel seventeenth century, accepted the Formulary

: drawn"up by, the . ‘Westminster Divines, called . -the Di-

-Jeetory: for:the, Public WOl'Shlp of God.” . This it reqmred
«tobe printed, and a .copy  “ provided. and kept for use in
~every: lmk in:the kingdom.”. : This -Formulary, which 1s
~still i authonty in the Scottish. Church, prescribes the
bv.;mode of :the congtegatlon’s assemblmg, the manner. and
- matter of. reading, the matter and . method of prayer, the

lmethod and substance of preaching, the manner and kind
cofsinging, and the mode of administering the ordm,ances\
nand other. services, such as. marriage, visit-'ihg the sick,and
.;burial of the dead. The Scottish Formulary has an ad-
syantage over the: Enghsh one: in not binding the minister-

seonstantly. to;-the use of its precise form of words. It

‘waims rather at giving him a framework which he may fill

0P W1th words of his own, as he is, moved, and according
-to his. glfts. The-only: part of it which appears.to include

. rall the people in any ¢ audible expression is that-which re-

Elates to the singing. of the Psalms.  Here it prescribes

_that.where the congregation cannot read, the Psalm is to

i)e -given .out line by line, _eo that all may be enabled to
Jjeincinit. : : e

=i L have now:. glanced at some of the anclent and modern
forms of the public WOl‘Shlp of God. . In those which we
_have noticed we have seen: that the act of worship was

formally reco msed and confessed by some audible expres-

| -sion as the common.act of all the people ‘present. There

jis-danger, t0.be apprehended i in receding: totally from this
: ground, as the lack of. seemly orderin. some. places testi-
fies. So obmously has: this shown itself in some quarters,
‘that suggestions for liturgical services have been made by
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' some even among the Congreo'atlonahsfs and Baptlsts of
the United States. Idonot thmk it desn'able to ﬁx rigid
formulanes of prayer.on any congregatlon of people.' In

such a case, where a devoted and f‘althful man seweé, I
am sure much devout and helpful utterance of the free

. spirit is checked. For my own part, I do not think I

- could minister to my own satisfaction under such restric-

tions. At the same time I think that bqth pulpit and

pews would be aided, the general ser\{ice,é rendered more

impressive, and the worship of the assembled congrega-
tion brought into closer correspondence at once with an-

cient usagé; and with its own fundamental idea, if there

‘were some audible participation on the part of -th.e' people

. in the act—some such pai‘ticipaiion, for instance, as

would be involved in the élterna'iie reading by minister

and congregation of some of the beautiful Psalms of the

Blble, the oceasional expressmn tocrether of some Well'
ordered form of general supplication, or of the brief and

comprehensive formula given by our Lord,and the audible

response by the people, in every completed expression of
prayer from the pulpit, of the tlme-honored Amen of the

Hebrew and the Christian. :

T offer this thought as the result of some reﬂegtion on
the matter. There is nothing more valunable to me, or
" more highly to be esteemed, than the public worship of
of the congregation. This is a day divine. This is a
place divine. -

, 4 Blest day of God ! most calm, most bright!
The first and best of days;
The laborer’s rest, the saint's dehght,
The dey of prayer and praise.” |

And we should spare no thought- —we should regard no
effort too great, by which we mlght render the servicesof
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k Athe sanctuary more. nnpresswe, more edlfymg, and more

:':f“tru, jto theu' fundamental ldea as an act of common wor-
e saip. The baptlsm of the Spmt ever comes to the devout

o and wa,ltmg heart, and every Chnstlan meetmg may be-
o ’“"come a season of Pentecost. o

AppiTioNaL NoTe oN LITURGICAL Forms.

. 'TuE term Liturgy signifies a public service. Primarily,
. ..in_the Greek (Leitourgia) it. signified a public service of
. any sort, but more espeéially one pertaining to the duties
...or ‘privileges of citizenship. Secondarily,in the usage of
.. the. Qhu_i-ch it came to denote the public service of divine
- ‘w'orship, and more especially that of the Eucharist. The
. first ages of the Church were not ages of printing, nor of
writiﬁg}even, considered as a general attainmént. The
. ..early Christian teaching was necessarily oral, and among
. - the-mass of believers the Lord’s Prayer, and primitive
‘Symbols, Doxologies, and the like, would be thus learnt,

- and committed to memory. No particular mode of wor-
. ship for the congregationis pré‘scribed in the New Testa-
ment writings, and though we may fairly suppose there
- was a general  uniformity among the ear]y worshipping
_ societies, it is equally reasonable to suppose that there
‘were difterences in detail. Each Church would naturally
fall into the form most fitting for itself which wonld gradu-
ally become fixed. For the sake of convenience the
order of service would be written down a$ a general guide
for persons officiating, just as is commonly done at the
' present day in’ Congregationalist and Presbyterian
Churches. It will be 'bbservéd that the ancient Liturgy
cited in the foregoing discourse is little more than' this.

VOL, H.—NO. X. 20 '
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It'is dlfﬁcult to ﬁx the . t1me when the order .of service
came to be wntten out for wider dlstrlbutlon. But it is
easy to suppose that ag new Churches were multlphed
the simple order of the older Churches would be adopted,
either with or without modifications in"detdil.- There-
'Was no a'fthonty or gonstraint in the matter farther than
that;which came from the bond of faith and spmt as felt
by each congregation. There are upwards of sixty an-
cient Liturgies-of the East extant. This shows the . f{ree-
‘dom of the separate churches in the eaily.times: As the
ages advance the formularies become less pure and simple .
—more complicate and corrupt. Through love of domi-
nation, the more powerful Churches, by stratagem or force,
interfered with the freedom of the less powerful ; and the
‘various Liturgies of the East were in course of time sup-
pressed by the Byzantine Church, and those of the West.
by the Roman Church. The Byzantine, or Greek Church
moulded the Churches of the East to its own order of ser-
v1ce and the Roman, or. Latin Church moulded the
Churches of the West.

When the Reformation came the Roman thurgy was
S0 comphcated and corrupt that the Reformers abJured it
and set about constructing a reformed order of service.
Luther framed a Liturgy for the help and guidance of the.
Churches that followed him in the Reformation, bht he
did not intend, he said, that the whole of Germany should
comply with the Wittemburg Order.  Other . German.
Churches drew up Liturgies for themselves. Calvin drew.
up a Liturgy for Geneva, which was followed more or
less closely by the churches that received the Reforma-
tion: through him — those. of Holland and France. The .

Chnrch of England  adopted its- own, order of servxce,

.
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| very much as we have it in the Book of Common Prayer; '
and the Church of Scotland adopted the thurgy of
John Knox:. - - * - - . .

A Liturgy, as we have already said, in its s1mple sense’
signifies a pubhc service ; but when the order of the pub-
lic service of the Church came to be written down, as
it-was natural it should, the term was, as naturally, trans-
ferred to the written and fixed formulary. And thisis the
common acceptation of the word in our language. But. -

. where the knowledge of Liturgies is not. extensive — lim-
_ited to-some local experience of a single Church, or so—
there is room for misapprehension and confusion of thought
in the use of the term. The Anglican Liturgy, for in-.
stance, is perfectly rigid — wholly fixed, <. e, entirely.
Liturgical in the common acceptation — every prayer,
form, and movement being printed and made obligatory.
But all this is not by any means essential to the idea of &
Litiargy. There may be a Liturgy wheréin it is made a
portion “of the fixed order of service that there is to be a
part-free, ¢. e. non-liturgical, the form not being given in
the Liturgy. ~ Such:Liturgies have been,in fact, and still
are. It will be observed that the ancient Liturgy printed
‘in the foregoing notes recogmses and. gives place to free’
'prayer. So far as we can discover this was always the
casé in the most ancient times, the only liturgical formula
‘of ‘prayer then: umversally adopted bemg the Lord’s: .
Prayer..

.The Church of Scotland is the only Natlonal Church
Whlch has not a Liturgy in the commonly accepted sense
of the word. It has; howevet, the Westminster Directory -
of Public Worship. This Directory, says Neal, (Hist.
Puritdns) « passed the assembly  with gréé.t’ unanimity ; -
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those who were for set forms of prayer resolving to confine
themselves to the'very words of the Dn'ectory, ‘while
others made use ot them only as heads for ‘their enlarge-
ment.” The blind intolerance of Anglicanism caused its
Liturgy to be hated in Scotland, with a hate which has
not yet died out. Jenny Geddes still lives among the
Presbyterians there, and doubtless' her stool could be
found again should there be occasion to use it.  Among
the English Puritans the same intolerant enforcement of
. the whole Liturgy without any latitude or permitted free-
dom caused it be rejected and confemned. It came to
be hated by them, too, on account of the persecutions
associated with it, with a hate which has not yet died
out, but which still likewise lives in ‘deeply-ﬁi:ed preju-
~ dices. The Puritans did not object to Liturgical forms,
" but only to the obligatory enforcement of the whole . Li-
turgy as it then stood. Concerning the Puritans of Eliza-
beth’s time, Neal writes that they set forth, Sifthly,
€ though they did not dispute the lawfulness of set forms of
prayer, provided a due liberty was allowed for prayers of
their own before and after sermon, yet they disliked
‘some thirgs in the public Liturgy,” etc., etc. ~Among pro-
testant Dissenters in' England the order of service is gen-
erally free <. e. left to the discretion and special gifts of
the officiating minister, controlled only by the prevailing -
and understood usage of the place. Liturgies, or printed
orders of service, however, are used to some extent among
the Methodists and Unitarians, and probably among some.
others. The use of John Wesley’s Liturgy is not made
obligatory among his people, himself ordermng by the 22nd
article therein, that © every particular Church may ordain,
change, or abolish rites and ceremonies, so that all things
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be done to edification.” . Among the Unitarians, of course,
-there can be no. authority, and every congregation that
uses a Liturgy selects one to suit itself, They are all —
. Wesley’s, -Clarke’s, Lindsey’s, and all —revisions and
- abridgements of the Anglican Book of common Prayer.
' Am_ong ~the English Unitarians, where printed Liturgies
are hot in use, written forms of prayer are commonly used,
which is the case, also, to some extent among the non-
-subscribing Presbyterians in Ireland. Among the Uni-
tarian Churches of America there are several printed
orders of service — that of King’s Chapel, Boston, being
_the oldest. This Church was the first in that city which
became Unitarian, and having been Episcopal before its
-change of sentiment it retained the book of Common
Prayer, revising and reforming it, after the manner of
Lindsey and Clarke in England, whose corrections were
-frequently adopted..

In England the demand has been long made for a re-
vision of the National Liturgy. Butsuch changesare not
readily made in that country. . Occasionally there are
vague ramors of Committees of some sort to look into the
matter. We have heard recently, however, of - strange

. liberties- taken by private persons — sons of the Church
-of England —even to. the production of a ¢ modified
Prayer-book> and a “ Free Church’ Anglican, and of a
man of a 'Sir Culling Eardley’s mark writing himself “a.
non-conforming member of the Church of England.” The
National Church of Scotland, too, has had its attention
turned to the question of Liturgical forms by one of its
‘most _ conspicuous clergymen—Dr. Cumming of London,
aided by one of its most eminent laymen — the Duke of
‘Argyll. The, former has edited and revised Knox’s
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thurgy, which, he says, has not ‘been rescinded by the.
Scottish Church, and he states his opinion that its resump-
-tion in its revised form’by authority of the Church Courts
-would be highly beneficial. The Duke of Argyll'writes
‘that the partial use of Liturgical forms, which, he says,
-the legnsla}we institutions of Presbytery entitle-it to adopt
-at any moment, would be of great value in engaging the - -
-affections of its members. And Dr. Cumming farther
-states his belief that such a combinatiou  of fixed: and
.free ‘prayer as his revised Liturgy presents would be

generally acceptable to the Scottish Clergy.

" Every Church that has a stated order of service may
. be said to have a Liturgy. The order of service may in-
-clude free spoken prayer and praise — it may recognise
1o other sort of spoken prayer or praise — but in its Psalms

and Hymns it will have printed and rhythmical forms,
~ which are adapted to music, and sung. And whatever
Psalm or Hymn books are used, may be properly styled
Liturgical forms. Thus in Greenwood’s Hymn Book,,
- which is used in the Unitarian Church, Montreal, we have
- a-fine form of Invocation in Hymn 59, of Adoration in 79, -
. of Thanksgiving in 140, of Confession in 349, and in
Hymn 357 we have a form of Supplication — a Litany |
. for divine help. We point out these examples as almost
the first our eye rested on in turning over.the leaves of
the book. Hymn 83, is Patrick’s paraphrase of the noble
Te Deum, and 874 is Montgomery’s paraphrase of the
Lord’s Prayer. All these are intended for joint singing.
: The paraphrases are not equal to the originals, yet we
. can conceive of cases where they would be used, and the
original 7% Deum objected to as a hymn of the sanctuary,
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~and the original Lord’s Prayer objected to as a joint
spoken utterance of the whole congregation.

- In our modern churches of all denominations there is a
great falling off from the practlce of joint singing. The
result of this is that there is no audible participation ‘what-
ever on the. part of the people in the act of worship, It
was with the view of remedying this defect that the sug-
gestion at the close of the foregoing discourse was offered.

- It-was thought that by making some simple addition to
the Liturgical element already existing in our churches,
-and puiting it in power of every one who could read or
speak, .to join audibly in some part of the service some
general benefit might be obtained. ~All such matters,
Lotvever, are merely secondary, and should still be re-
garded as such. - No change should be attempted through
a will of the majority where the minority are dissatisfied.
Indeed our own view is, that in such a case the feelings
of every separaté individual ought to be tenderly "respect-'
ed, and nothing done to hurt the weak, or mar Christian
. harmony.-- The simple changes suggested, if candidly
considered, universally accepted, sincerely. carried -out,
- ‘and devoutly regarded, would in our opinion, be usefi1l to
many minds, and helpful to many hearts. - But .if they
" cannot be so accepted and regarded, we can easily see
how they might become hindrances rather than helps.
. Better -far than any self-willed seeking ¢to please our-
selves” in such a matter, is the generous.and gracious
spirit- which readily prompts « every one of us to please his
. neighbour for his good to edification.” -
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CUDWORTH ON THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST

From his Sermon before the .Bnmh House qf Com/mom,
Marck ‘1647.¢

CHms? came not into the world to fill our heads mth.
_ mere speculatlons, to kindle a fire of wrangling and con-.
tentious dispute amongst us, and to. warm our . spirits
against one another with nothing but angry and peevish
debates, whilst in the mean time our hearts remain all
ice within towards God, and have not the least spark of
true heavenly fire to melt and thaw them. . Christ came
not to possess- our brains only with some eold opinions,
that send down L nothing but a freezing and benumbink in- -
fluence mpon our hearts. - Christ was Vite Magister, not
- Schole: and he is the best Christian whose heart beats
_ with the truest pulse towards heaven ; not he whose head
- spinneth out the finest cobwebs. o
He that endeavours really to mortify his lusts, and to
comply with that truth in his life which his conscience is -
_ convinced of, is nearer a Christian, though he never heard
of Christ, than he that believes all the vulgar articles of
- the' Christian faith, and plainly denieth Christ in his life.
Surely the way to heaveén, that Christ hath taught us,
is plam and easy, if we have but honest hearts: we need
not many criticisms, many school-d:stmctlons, to come to-
a right understanding of it. Surely Christ came . not to
ensnare us and entangle us with captious niceties, or to -
puzzle our heads with deep speculations, and lead us
through hard and craggy notions into the kingdom of

* In the votes of the House it- is styled *a pains-taking and heart-
searching sermon.” ‘ :



CUDWORTH ON THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST. 313

heaven. 1 persuade myself, that no man shall ever be
kept out of heaven for not comprehending mystenes that
were. beyond the reach of his shallow understandmg, if
he-had but an. honest and good heart, that was ready to
- comply with Christ’s ‘commandments. Say not in thine
heart, ¥ Who shall ascend into heaven 7’ .that is, with
. high’ speculations to-bring down Christ from thence ;
or, # who shall descend into the abyss beneath ?” that is,
with deep searching - thoughts to fetch up Christ from
thence: % but lo, the word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth,
and in thy heart.” : :
- But I wish it were not the distemper of our times, to
scare and-fright men only with opinions, and make them
only ‘solicitous about' the entertaining of this and that
speculation, which will not render them any thing the
-better in their lives, or the liker unto God ; whilst in the
mean time there is no such care taken about keeping of
Christ’s commandments, and being renewed in our minds
' accordmg ta the image of God in righteousness and true
holiness,  We say, Lo, here is Christ, and, Lo, there is
Christ, in these and these opinions; whereas in truth
- Christ.is neither here, nor there, nor anywhere, but where
the:spirit of Christ, where the life of Christ is. '
' Do we not, now-a-days, open and lock up heaven with
the private key of this.and that opinion of our own, ac-
cording to our several fancies, as we please? and- if any
one observe Christ’s commandments never so sincerely,
and serve God with faith and a pure conscience, that yet
~ haply. skills- not of some contended-for opinions, some
~ darling notions, he hath not the right shibboleth, he hath
. not the trne watch-word, he must not pass the guards into
heaven: Do we not make this and that opinion, this and
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that Out\irizi'd form, to be the wedding-garment, and bold- -
ly sentence those to outer darkness that are not invested
therewith 7 Whereas every true Chr1st1an finds the least:
~dram of hearty affection towards God to be more cordial
and sovereign to hissoul than all the speculative notions-
. and opﬂmmns in the world: and though he study also to
“inform his understanding ano'ht and free his mind from
all error and misapprehensions, yet it is nothing but the
life of Christ deeply rooted in his heart which is the chy-
mical elixir that he feedsupon. Had he “all faith that
he could remove mountains,” (as St. Paul speaks) had he
«all knowledge, all tongues and languages;” yet he priz-
eth one dram of love beyond them all. He accounteth
"him that feeds upon mere notions in religion to be but an
'~ airy chameleon-like Christian. He findeth himself now
otherwise rooted and centred in God, than when he did
before merely contemplate and gaze upon him ; he tasteth
and relisheth God within himself ; he hath' quendam sa-
porem Dei, a certain savour of him ; whereas before he
did but rove and guess at random at him.. He feeleth
himself safely anchored in God, and will not be dissuaded .-
from it, though perhaps he skill not many of those sub-
tilties which others make the Alpha and Omega. of their
religion. Neither is he scared with those childish af-
frightments with which 'some would force their private
conceits upon him ; he is above the superstitious dreading
- of mere speculative opinions, as well as the superstitious
reverence of outward ceremonies : he cares not so tuch
for subtilty, as for soundness and health of mind. ~ And .
indeed, as it was well spoken by a noble philosopher; that
« without purity and virtue God is nothing but an: empty
name ;” so'it is as true here, that without obedience to -
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Christ’s commandments, without the life of Christ dwel-.
ling ‘in us, whatsoever opinions we entertain of him,
Christ is but only named by us, he is not known.

I speak not here against a free and ingenuous enquiry

.into all truth, aceéording to our several abilities and oppor-
tunities ; I plead not for the captivating and inthralling of
~our judgments to the dictates of men ; I do not disparage
the natural’ improvement of our understanding faculties
by true knowledge, which isso noble and gallant a per-
- fection, of the mind ; but the thing which I aim against is,
speculatlons, and making it nothing but a mere. dead
skeleton of opinions, a few dry bones without any flesh -
and sinews tied up together, and the misplacing of all our
. zeal upon an eager prosecution of these, which should be
- spent to better purpose upon other objects.

Knowledge indeed is a thing far more excellent. than
riches, outward pleasures, worldly dignities, or any thing
else in the world besides holiness, and the conformity of

our wills to the will of God: but yet our happiness con-
sisteth net in it, but in a certain divine temper and con-
 stitution of a soul which is far above it. _

But it is a piece of that corruption that runneth through
human nature, that we naturally prize truth more than
goodness; knowledge more than holiness. ‘We think it a
gallant thmg to be fluttering up to ‘heaven with our wings

- of knowledge and speculation : whereas the highest mys-
tery of a divine life here, and of perfect happiness here-
after, consisteth in nothing but mere obedience to the .

. divine will. - Happiness is nothing but that inward sweet

. delight that will arise from the harmonious agreement

between our wills and God’s will.
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" There is nothing contrary o God in thé whole’ wbrla
nothing that ﬁghfs against him, but self-will. This is the
strong castle that we all keep garrisoned agamst heaven

'in every one of our hearts, which God continually layeth
siege unto: and it must be conquered and demolished,
befole we cen conquer heaven. It was by reason of this
self-will that Adam fell in Paradise ; that those glorious
angels, those morning stars, kept not their first station,
but dropt down from heaven like falling stars, and sunk
into this condition of bitterness, anxiety, and wretéhed-
ness in which now they are. They all entangled them-
selves with the length of their own wings, they would
needs will more and otherwise than God would will in
them: and going about to.make their wills wider,.and to
enlarge them into greater amplitude, the more they sting-
gled, they found themselves the faster pinioned, and
crowded up into narrowness and servility ; insomuch that
now they are not able to use any wingsat all, but, inherit-
ing the serpent’s curse, can only creep with their bellies
upon the earth. Now our- only way to recover God and
happiness again is, not to soar up with our understandings,
but to destroy this self-will of .ours; and then we shall -
find our wings to grow again, our plumes fai.rly spread,
and ourselves raised aloft into the free air.of perfect
hberty, which is perfect happiness.

There is nothing in the whole world able to do us good
or hurt but God and our own will; neither riches nor
povérty, nor disgrace nor honour, nor life nor déath, nor
angels nor devils ;. but willing or not wiiling as we ought
to do. Should hell itself cast all its fiery darts against us,
if our will be nght, if it be informed by the divine will,
they can do us no hurt : we have then (if I may so speak)
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anenchanted shield that is impenetrable, and will bear
oﬂf’ all God. w111 r.ot hurt us, and hell cannot hurt us,
1t‘ we. wﬂl nothmg but what God wﬂls. . Nay, then we
are acted by God. hlmself and the whole divinity floweth
in upon us; and when we have cashiered this self-will of
ours, whlch did but shackle and confine our souls, our
W11]s shall then become truly free, being widened and en-
larged to- the -extent of God’s own will. ¢ Hereby we
know that we know Chnst indeed,” not by our specu-
latwe oplmons concerning hlm, but by our keepmg of his
commandments.

PROPOSED REVISION OF THE ENGLISH BIBLE.

IN the ordmary reports of the British House of Com-
mous in August last we find the following notice of mo-
tion : —

“ THE BiBLE.— Mr Heywood gave notice that next ses-
sion he would address the Crown, praying that her Ma-~
‘jesty will be graciously pleased to appoint a commission
to inquire into the state of the anthorised version of the
Bible, and to prepare a plan for the further revision of
tha.t translation.”

Commentmg on this notice, a wrlter in the London
_' Inquuer says :— ‘

. «The present authorised version was made in James’s
reign, by a body of scholars chosen from the universi-
ties, and appointed ‘to their task by a similar com-
mission. That comm1ss1on, indeed, was not issued at the
request of Parliament, but in answer,to a petition from a
body of clergymen. But under the alteredp circumstances
of the times, Parliament is the proper body.to ask for such
~ a commission, and no member of parliament can so pro-
'gerly move in such a matter as Mr. Heywood, who has
‘been so successful in bringing about a reform of the uni-
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versities. -.-We may hope that Mr. Heywood will not find
this task so difficult as the last. No vested interests are
to be disturbed ; no sinecurists will band themselves to-
gether to oppose so.reasonable a reform. - To: bring it.
about, it will: be necessary to convince our representatives
of what 'has long been granted by all scholars. The
names of Dissenting translators and ‘critics may, perhaps;
not carry the weight that they deserve ; but clergymen
and dignitaries of the Church may be quoted in:sufficient
number to prove the desirableness of a new public trans-
lation.. Bishop Newcome, Bishop Lowth, Bishop Pearce,
Bishop Marsh, and the celebrated scholar, Dr. Bentley,
with many others of equal rank in the Church, may be
named as having admitted the faultiness of our present
English Bible. Two of our present bishops, Dr. Whately
and Dr. Hinds, have given their sanction to a similar
move. :
Religious errors in a Christian and Protestant country
_like England, where the Bible is considered the last ap-
peal, are of two classes. One set may be called philoso-
phical errors, and the other textual errors; one set is to be
combated by reasoning, and the other by Biblical criticism.
And it may be doubted whether any weapon could over-
throw so many prejudices as would a new translation of
~ the Bible.” :

The following remarks on the same very important
subject are from the Clerical Journal, a Church of England
publication : — ‘

“« We have always allowed that our Prayer-book admits
of improvements, but have deprecated any change,on ac-
count of the state of parties in the Church ; and we should
adopt the same course inrelation to the authorised version
of the Scriptures if we thoughtsimilar danger was to be ap-
prehended from a revision. But the cases are widely differ-
ent. While there are sectsin England who wonld probably
advocate some little alterations supposed to be favourable
to their views, they are too small and unimportant as
bodies of men to have any weight against the overwhelm-
ing force of the more orthodox parties. The Baptists, for
instaxice, would plead for the word baptise to be rendered
dip or immerse: but we are guite sure that their theology -
and philology on the subject would be thrown away upon
any committee of men likely to be chosen to revise the
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English Bible. - It 'so happens that just at this.time the
* great bulk of English Christians are quite disposed to un-
-animity on all really important matters concerning our
translation of the Scriptures, and any labour bestowed
“upon the subject would be directed to such inaccuracies
as are recognised by all, and the correction of which would
be a mark of reverence for Divine truth and respectful to
the convictions of all thinking men. . ‘ L
" Looking at the subject per se, it is highly desirable that
‘'some alterations should be agreed upon, for the purpose of
approximating our version more closely to the inspired
originals. . Both in this country and in America societies
are formed, and in active operation, for the purpose of ef-
fecting this. object ; and it is far better that competent
aunthority shonld bring the ohject to pass than that it should
be left to a doubtful and perhaps dangerous agitation. At
present all parties use the authorised version ; but. if mo-
derate revision -is resisted, it will probably not be long
before ¢“improved versions” may be introduced, which
would be an evil greatly to be deplored.

In another. page we have directed attention to a work
by Professor Selwyn, from the preface to which we quote
a sentiment which must be, re-echoed by all who are
competent to form an opinion on the relation of copies
and of translations to original documents, especially in the
case of the Holy Scriptures: —

There is another cause which has hindered the recep-
tion, and in one case even the consideration, of these con-
jectures ; viz., the unwillinguess to admit that the re-
cieved text requires any correction. I need scarcely say,
that I consider this as a good principle carried to excess;
‘extending to copies made by the hands of man, and there-
fore liable, like all the works of men, to error and imper-
fection, that reverence which is due to the aunthentic
‘Word of God alone. . . . . Ifthis be so, the feeling
- which would lead us to rest contented with an imperfect
reading, instead of diligently searching for the true,is
 rather a too easy confidence . than a rational reverence.
The analogy of the general Providence of God would lead
us to expect, not that the innumerable copies of His Word
should by miracle be preserved free from error and blem-
" ish, but that the great body of His truth shounld at all times
. temain inviolate -— containing all things necessary to sal-
vation ; .yet presenting on its outward surface sufficient
traces of human infirmity and error to exercise the dili-
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gence and patience of humble inquirers, and to reWard.
'them. from time to time, by the removal of sich blemishes,
and the restoration of the Sacred ‘Text to )ts ongmal
strength and beauty » .

BOOK NOTICES. |
BEGINNING AND GROWTH OF THE CHRISTIAN LLFE, OR THE
Suxpay ScHooL ‘TeacHEr. Boston: Crosby, NlGhO]S‘
- & Co.

This book is pubhshed for the Boston Sunday School So-
sciety, and, as its title indicates, is designed more especi~
ally for those who are interested in Sunday Schools. - Its
spirit and character are such, however, that it may be
profitably read by many others besides — by young per-
sons generally, and by those who are directly interested
in the training of the young. Itis ewdently the roduc-‘
tion of an intelligent and discerning mind, 1mbued with
the Spirit of the Gospel, convinced of the value of i immors
tal souls, and desirous of guiding them from the becrm-
ning in the way of Christ. 4

The book may be had of Messrs. H. & G. M. Rose,
No 44 Great St. James Street. ‘ .

THE DISCIPL!NE OF SORROW. By Rev. Dr. Ehot of St.
Louis. Published by the American Unitarian Associ-
ation ; and for sale in Montreal by H. & G. M. Rose,
No. 44 Great St. James Street. -

A BRIEF essay in four parts — simple, thoughtful,and tho-
roughly religious — the flower and fruit of living experi-
ence. A child can understand Dr. Eliot’s writings, and
the full grown man finds in them no lack of solid matter.

EarLy PieTv, oR RECOLLECTIONS OF HARRIET B—on(
Published by the American Unitarian Association ; and
sold by H. & G. M. Rose, No. 44 Great St. James
Street, Montreal.

A BRIEF and attractive memorial of a thoughtful and con-

. scientious young girl who died at the age of sixteen years.

Religion had a deep hold in her heart, yet We do not find .

in these. pages any of those unnatural exageratwns so

common in books bearing similar titles.



