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RECOLLECTIONS OF A CONVICT.

BY “y-Lg.”

Crap. I—INTRODGCTORY AND PARENTAL.
Parpox me, kind reader, if, previous to laying before
you the hardships I endured as a convict, I state a few
particulars respecting my early history, and the circum-
stances attending my transition from a state of liberty
to one of worse than slavery. We have all a begin-
ning in life, and that beginning, so long as our shield
of second causes remain, is more likely to be one of in-
nocence than of vice ; but should He, in whose hands is
the issue of all things, be pleased to take from us that
shield, our life, taking the world as it is, is more likely
to be influenced by evil than good; as there are few,
hands or hearts—very few indeed—willing to help or
feel for the sorrows of a parentless or a fatherless
child. The foregoing I take for granted, as, had it
been otherwise in my own case, the painful recollec-
tions called up in giving publicity to this history, might
have been spared me.

There is an adage which says that “those who are
born to be hanged will not be drowned.” I narrowly
escaped the former, and regarding the latter, I have s0
often nearly realised being so, that I begin to think the

fxbove aphorism has no bearing on my case. Having
introduced myself to you thus,

] allow me now to pro-
ceed with my narrative.

In 1811 there was a small thatched house standing at
the outskirts of a village, situated a few miles from
Glasgow, N. B. 1In that house it was that my parents
were blessed with a son, and that son was myself.
There were no bells set a-ringing ; no bonfires licht-
ed; no roar of artillery; no addresses presented in
honour of my first appearance ; although, I believe, the
usual assemblage of neighbours and blythemeat seekers
Were not a-wanting ; but whether out of respect to the
haPP?’ couple or otherwise, it is not for me now to
enquire. The bustle of this era over, I became, in time,
:“;‘Ea';"l‘s;fypzir‘;ga ::iim to our neighbours, and enjoying

o ing in a dub of stagnant water,
which erst had been a pond, lying convenient to our
thatched domicile; and no duck ever exhibited more
real pleasure in its aquatic gambols, than I did when

jumping knee-deep in this green-surfaced village lake.

School-boy days succeeded, and with them the rou-
tine of fighting, logging, crving, coaxing, and learn-
ing; but, were the truth told, the last received the
smallest share of my attention. I had, somehow or
other, a peculiar knack of getting into mischief, and
it was a rare case in which I managed to effect a
retreat, honorvable or otherwise, without carrying
with me indubitable evidence of being coneerned in
the affair, whatever it might be. 1 had few compeers
at “hools and buttons;” 1 could throw a stone as far
and as high as most boys of my age ; and, on one occa-
sion, in attempting the latter juvenile feat, I sent a
pebble through a pane of glass in front of a house, the
said pebble, after winding its way along a passage,
making its exit through another pane in the rear of the
dwelling. But why should I dwell on such things?
Why! Is there a being possessed of his faculties who
does not look back with pleasurable feeling, almost in-
describable, to the days spent around the home of his
birth, and remembers the season, with all its joys and
sorrows, only as a glorious feast of early associations,
of the most interesting character ? Friendships are
often formed at that time, which end only in the grave
—loves, not unfrequently, which, as “heaven is love,”
may last us eternally. Yes, home of my boyhood!
when all else has failed to yield a happy moment, to
thee have I turned as a never-failing source, capable of
affording, as far as worldly pleasures are concerned, a
stream of the kindliest waters that ever flowed from
the sweetest spring on earth.

My father, previous to my birth, had carried on an
extensive trade in a neighbouring town.

He was
shrewd and intelligent.

There was no society connect-
ed with the place, in which he was not interested. His
advice was asked on many occasions of doubt by his
less gifted neighbours, and his workshop was a com-
mon resort for parties discussing the various measures
in which the town was interested. Ilis advice, as I
have already stated, being often asked, it became, un-
fortunately, the custom with those persons who wished
to have the benefit of his judgment, to send for him to
a public house in the locality. Although, for many a
day, no evil resulted from this circumstance, still, there
it was, that the germ was first engendered which ulti-
mately wrought his destruction. Beware, reader! if

God has given you talents above your fellow men,
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beware, I say, lest those very gifts become the means of
luring you from a high path to one of degradation and
misery. Beware that ye be not hurled from your sta-
tion of religion and morality to the detested life of a
drunkard. If Thave had a feeling of regret for actions
committed ; if T know what it is to suffer ; if I ever had
a pang, (and many keen ones I have had,) at being
banished my fatherland, and made the companion of
the hard-hearted and cruel,—I owe them all to the
curse of drunkenness. Do I stand alone on this dark-
ened precipice? Look around you, reader, and the
investigation you make, be it ever so slight, will tell you
the unfortunate truth, that there are few corners of the
rock on which I stand, where the flag of distress is not
exhibited in all its dirty and tattered glory.

But I must return to my story. It will be under-
stood from what I have stated above, that my father
fell ; yes, fell from his high standing : his business was
neglected—in short, he became a
name it.

I dare not
The memory of that being is too sacred to
me to be associated with such a detested word. But
fall he did ; not at once, oh no! the enemy was too
cowardly to show his real colours at first, nor was he
aware of the design of this arch-deceiver, till he became
so completely hemmed in, that escape seemed impos-
sible. It was only when all hope had fled that he
opened his eyes to his true position. After this unfor-
tunate event, my poor father, unable to bear the
thought of seeking employment in the place where he
was wont to employ, removed to the spot described at
the opening of this chapter.

Time wore on, and with each succeeding year some
little was added to my personal bulk. My father’s un-
happy propensity, however, kept our domestic hearth
but barely supplied with worldly comforts, although
that hearth was presided over by one of the best of
mothers. No flaw was ever found in her character;
no spot of her existence, surrounded as it was by afflic-
tions of the severest nature, was ever stained or tar-
nished. She was one of those beings whose very
“failings leant to virtue’s side.” When her spirit
winged its way upwards, far, far above, I could truly
say, with Pope, that the place she left had

“ Lent heav’n a mother to the poor and me.”

It was necessary at the end of each week for my
father to return the work finished to his employers in
Glasgow ; and on these occasions it but too frequently

- occurred that the money he received, and which should
have gone to the support of his family, was spent in the
ale house. Consider what our situation was under such
circumstances. But for the character of my mother,
starvation might have been the end of our existence.
We had kind neighbours, however, who completely un-
derstood the position we were placed in, and who lent
us both food and money, in the hope that a change
might come over the spirit of my father’s dreams. At
last all hope was abandoned, and our neighbours, kind
and good though they were, got tired of assisting us
farther. It was at this juncture that my mother,
wearied with expostulation, impressed upon my father,

with tears as sincere as ever were shed, the ne-
cessity of changing his hitherto infatuated career.
Reasons as strong as a naked and starving family, and
a heart-broken woman, could urge, were given; and
my father, who really loved both his wife and children,
withsilent grief confessed his error, and proposed that,
in future, I should be his companion each Saturday,
that he might the more readily excuse himself to the
solicitations of his boon companions.

This was a new era inmy young life, and how I kept
the trust comumitted to my charge, will be seen. To
those who have been brought up in a country village,
and vemember their first visit to a large city such as
Glasgow, I need not describe my feelings on the morn-
ing of that day on which I was to make my debut on
the world’s stage ; for so the event appeared to me,
Shoes in my case were superfluous, and the covering
for my head, a Kilmarnock bonnet, had “ seen better
days,” for when placed on my pericranium, a bunch of’
hair could De seen peering through its upper portion,
similar to an overgrown cluster of grass on a pasture
field, and what the aborigines of this country, in their
hey-day, might have considered an excellent “scalping
lock.” No matter, off we went—I dreaming of ships,
minus “colonies and commerce,” my father probably
brooding over his own degradation, which made it
necessary that I should thus accompany him, or on the
cause which give rise to it.

I need not say that “the sun had reached its meri-
dian height” when we reached “ the city of the West ;”
neither do 1 mean to state how I went gaping about with
“eyeballs distended,” and a mouth as large as the news-
paper receiving-box of a post office ; it is sufficient for
you to know, that after my father’s business had been
transacted, and while I was urging our speedy return,
an acquaintance made his appearance and accosted my
devoted parent A slight shower of rain beginning to
fall, a suggestion was made that, for the purpose of
screening themselves from a few drops, they should ad-
journ and “tak’ the share o’ ae gill.” To this propo-
sition my father gave an unwilling consent, but I stout-
ly protested against the lawfulness of the proceeding ;
my protest, however, met the fate of many others, al-
though I had the satisfaction of making it again at the
table. The «e gill was soon discussed, but the appetite
was whetted. 1 did all in my power to remove my
father ; and hinted plainly enough the state of affairs at
home. This had the effect of bringing the crimson to
his cheek, but it passed unheeded by the infatuated mor-
tal alongside of him, who, from all I learned, was but
too conversant with scenes of family suffering, brought
about from the same cause as our own. There is no
use in dwelling longer on the day’s carousal, for such it
turned out. My father knew not where he was till
within a short distance from home, although he receiv-
ed two severe falls in his endeavour to catch some tor-
menting urchins, whom, to use his own expression, he
was making ¢ flee like chaff before the wind.”

As T have said, my father’s consciousness returned

only a short distance from our mournful home. A
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little way from the village, there was a small rivulet,
which, in seasons of heavy rain, became very much
swollen.  Arrived at this point my father sat down on
a jutting stone, which formed part of the little bridge
across the stream, | kept close to him. In a few
moments he began to give utterance to his thoughts, in
terms showing his ignorance of my presence. In fact,
he had made up his mind to drown himself. He la-
mented bitterly what he had done, calling out several
times that he had again spent all his money, that his
family were out of meal, out of potatoes, out of bread,
out of every thing. My fears were raised for my
father’s sad condition, and, taking him by the arm, 1
said

“No, father, we’re no oot o’ every thing !”

This assurance gave him new hopes, and he eagerly
inquired what it was we were not out of.

“Father, we’re no oot o’ debt 5

Thunderstruck at the answer,
cold seat. In this posture he remained for a short
time; then, as if inspired with new life, he started up,
and taking me kindly by the hand, and with his face
heavenward, he prayerfully exclaimed :

“Thank thee, 0 God! my boy has saved me.
fore thee I here promise I will drink no more !”

We then quietly returned to my weeping mother.

(To be Continued.)

e,

> I quietly replied.
he sunk back on his

Be-

(From the 0dd Fellows’ Offering for 1846.)
THE SHIPWRECKED ODD FELLOW,
BY P.G. CHARLES BURDETT, OF NEW YORK.

James Browx, mate of the brig Edgar, sailing from
this é)ort, had been married Jjust two weeks, when, on
the day which completed the half of his honey-moon,
he was accosted as he was leaving his home, by his old
friend and ship-mate, Charles Burton, who was also a
mate in the same employ with himself,

“ Come James,” said his friend, after the usual salu-
tations of the morning, enquiries after his wife, &ec.,
had been passed, locking arms with him, “you have

been married now two weeks—next week, or the week
after at the outside,

| your ship sails for a long cruise,
and I advise you, before you go, to do as I have done—
nobody knows what may happen to you.”

¢ And what is that 2 aske&’ James, laughing, “1 am
afraid I should not like to do afl you have done in your
day."

“ Come, come, no gammon, James !
sailed together boy and man these ten
each other pretty well by this time, and I would be
sorry to advise you to do any thing improper, and you
know that as well as I do.”

“Well, tell me what it is, Charley, and if it ain’t
something worse t

han going to sea on a sheet anchor,
I don’t know but what I may do it, just to please you.”
“Iwant you to joln

our Lodge, not only to please me,
but for your own sake, as well as that of your wife.”

“Pshaw—none of your tom-foolery for me, my boy.
ain’t the first nor the second time you have tried

. 03X me into that ; none of your Tom Cox’s traverses
Withme.__J {lon’t believe in it,and I won’t be humbugged
nto any thing of the kind. There, you've got your

You and I have
Years; we know

answer,”

“Will you come round
see my wife, Jameg 97

with me a few minutes, and
the conversation,

said his friend, apparently turning

“ Why, I don’t mind—I have nothing to do on board
to-dav.’? So saying, the friends changed the_d.lre;tlo:
of their walk, and soon arrived at the boarding-hous
where Charles Burton and his wife boarded. N

“ Rebecca,” said Charles, as they entered the ‘roorlxll;
“T have been trying to persuade James to l;]ombo 3
Lodge, but all I can get out of him is ‘pshaw——ol.:ixg Il“lgl
Just tell him, will yoy, wl}at you k‘n(?w aboutb d) -
lowship, and then let him judge if it is a humbug ! n

“ Upon my word,” said James, his features S(fr':lfg%h ag
between a smile and a frown, “ upon my wor ,dl o
known what you were up .to when you aske mfled
come round, 1 do not believe I would lwx&ve ](?:artoli
However, I will not refuse to hea.x: what 3 rs.h “bont
has to say, though I guess she can’t know mucda”
it. They don’t let the women knovt:,w}}at they Bo. ron

“There you are mistaken, James,” said Mrs. ‘i: on,
“sit down, and I will l;?.hew'tyou vt%}atﬂwg hv;:{::n a,n';lved

thing about it. en (
zlonll?:tlai‘t’,p:iar frgm the coast of Africa, he broughlt(:
with him the seeds of the coast fever, and about a we;:‘
after his return, he was taken down. He wasldveoy;
sick indeed, and at last he grew so weak hehgou tri‘l v
help himself; so I was upEevery Elghts (::Il\teh . r:;n (\)lf{l e
vas nearly worn out. Every day ¢ o
::::nbers 0¥ his Lodge ealled to see him, and if I ‘t"wbi?)
any thing got for Charles, or if he took av no 1{)‘:& °
something which I could not procure, they were alway!
v et it for me. . .
l‘eﬁ‘L‘d \"V:!(lll,gl soon broke down sitting up night after mg{l}t;
and I did not know what to do. I had beebn up ige
five nights in succession, ai:d on lt(he Sl’é:\l;.ig :,:llfl r;] ne
o'clock, I was sitting in the rocking s
just cal’xght a few moments’ nap, when I was ;»y'a.k&ni(i
by a knock at the door, and when I opene 1.,,1 e
stood two of the members of Charles’ Lodge. w:;.;
frightened at first, for I did not know what they (;'O“rs
want at that time of night, but they soon set my l:za
at rest. ¢We have been directed, said one of tl em,
‘to sit up to-night with Brother Burton, as we learn
requires such attention. L.

th?‘tlh‘laoo‘f(%d at my husband, who was lying in bed, 93
weak he could har({ly speak, but T saw that he appeare
pleased to see them, so I thanked them, and after g1v1§i
all the directions for his medicine, I left Charles w]l{
them. From that time, every night, for three weel ii
some of the brothers of the Lodge sat up with him, an

ver left his side one moment.’ "
ne“‘o\rvle(i{ft}llxat was something like men, I must confess,
said James, who had listened most attentively to every

red by Mrs. Burton, )

wo‘f%::,ti:t tﬁzt is not all,” she added, ¢ Charles’ sick-
ness was very tedious and expensive, so that before he
was half well, we had used up all the wages he had re-
ceived from his last voyage. and nearly all I had saved
up during his absence. Well, every Wednesday morlril-
ing, when one of the brothers came, he would slip
something into my hand, without a word, and that was
five dollars. Yes, James, five dollars every week, _and
I assure you it was most acceptable to me at that time,
for without it I could not have procured the necessary
medicine for my husband.” ]

“ Well ! that was well enough t0o.” said James, d(elter’;
mined, if possible, not to be convinced, “ but I don
like the idea of charity.” .

“ Hush, don’t call itycharity, James; Odd Fellowshi
knows no difference between John Jacob As’tq’l‘hwlll o
his twenty millions, and Willitgm Burton, w“as his
twenty-five dollars a month. No, .no-—theri wIl s no
charity there, it was his right ; and if he hadf e erer
so wealthy, the money would have been left Jlll]s he
same, or if he chose, he might send it backdwfenthe.

ot well, and then it would go into the fund for he
%Vidows and Orphans. You know Mrs. Bensox}, w]
keeps a little fancy store in D—— street, don’t you,
James 2”
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“Yes,” was the reply, “and I should think she was
doing very well.”

“ Well, her husband belonged to the same Lodge as
Charles. When he died they buried himj; then they
raised a subscription among themselves, and purchased
a small stock of goods for her, and she receives besides,
fifty dollars a year. She has no children, or they would
have been provided for also; and they look out for her
Jjust as if she was in the particular care of each one.”

“ Charles,” said James, “ 1 beg vour pardon for say-
ing ‘pshaw,’ or calling Odd Feliowship a ‘humbug;’
I will join just as soon as I can, so you may propose me
when you choose.”

“You will thank me, the longest day you live,” said
Mrs. Burton, as she warmly pressed the hand of the
young sailor, on leaving.

When he returned home, James told his wife of the
step he had determined to take, and having narrated to
her the occurrences detailed by Mrs. Burton, she de-
clared herself pleased that he had followed the advice
of his friend.

On Monday evening of the following week, James
Burton was duly admitted into the honorable fraternity
of Odd Fellows, and, at the close of the ceremony, he
regretted deeply that he had in his ignorance uttered
such expressions concerning an institution, which seeks
to inculcate brotherly love and kinduess in its fullest
extent, and the principles of which are based on the
immutable foundations of F riendship, Love, and Truth.

His vessel was delayed a week beyond her appointed
time, and he was thus enabled to become more tho-
roughly acquainted with the principles of the Ovder,
through the medium of the various degrees; and from
that moment he became as enthusiastic in his admiration
of the Order, as he had before been profuse in his abuse
of it.

He parted from his young wife with regret, but he
still had the consolation of knowing that in case any
thing should happen to him in the prosecution of his
arduous and perilous profession, his wife would be
cared for by those to whose feelings and sympathies
she had now a full claim. His vessel was bound on a
trading voyage up the Mediterranean,and thencearound
to the western coast of South America; and it was
calculated he would be absent about nine or ten months.

On arriving at the Mediterranean port where the
cargo was to be taken in, James obtained leave to pass
one day on shore, and after roving about for several
hours, he proceeded to the hotel where all the English |
and American captains and mates congregated, for the |
purpose of dining. He saw no familiar face among the'
many assembled there, but sailors are never very lnng}
about forming acquaintances in a forcign port. So he!
whiled away the time until the dinner hour, in talking'
over the merits of the various vessels in port, and their'
sailing qualities.

At the dinner table, the thought crossed him, that he
would, just for the sake of the experiment, make use
of some of the knowledze imparted to him when the
various degrees were conterred upon him ; and he made!
one of the signs, so simple, so imperceptible, yet so:
significant, as to be unmistakeable among Odd Fellows.
To his surprise and pleasure it was replied to from the
opposite side of the table, by a noble looking captain
from one of our southern ports. A glance of recog-
nition passed, and here in a strange post, thousands of
miles away from his home and native land, James had
already found a brother.

Captain Percival (for that was the name of the new
found brother) came to James after dinner, and after
a few words of brotherly congratulation, introduced
him to the major part of those assembled, with all of
whom he found he could eclaim the kindred conferred
by Odd Fellowship. This was truly gratifying to James,
for it enabled him to form many agreeable and accep-
table acquaintances; and when he returned on board

jon earth made you leave me so suddenly

at night, he would not ‘turn in,” until he had written a
long account of his day’s adventures to his wife, which
he closed by requesting her to read it to Mrs. Burton,
and to convey to her his heartfelt thanks for having
taken the pains to disabuse him with reference to Odd
Fellowship.

The Edgar soon filled up, and sailed for Callao, in
Peru, where she arrived without having met with any
occurrence woithy of particular mention. At Callao,
James, as before, discovered friends and brothers in
many of the captains and mates with whom he came in
contact, much to the surprise of his own captain, who
insisted on knowing how it was that he found so many
friends.

James laughingly replied,  Oh! Irode the same goat
at home ;” an explanation which did not tend much to
satisty the worthy captain. James, however, explained
to him the tie by which Odd Fellows were bound to
each other, and concluded by exhorting him, as soon as
he returned to the United States, to place himself in a
position to claim the same kindness and sympathy here-
after,

Odd Fellowship was destined to impress a further
lesson on James Brown, aud it was one which he never
forgot. He was on shore in the boat one day towards
evening, waiting for Captain Elliott and the consignee,
who had some business to transact on board, and
amused himself by strolling about the town, which, by
the way, contains noth'g to repay any person for the
trouble, except vast accunulations of filth, and numerous
shantees for the sale of «pisco,” and “aqua dente.”
As he was turning to return to the boat, he felt his
arms suddenly pinioned to his sides, and a hoarse voice
hissed in his ear words which hie could not understand.
The glittering of a knife before his eyes was intended
as a warning for him to keep silent, and busy hands
were plunged into his pockets, in search of the few
shillings he had with him.

With a tremendous effort he freed himself from the
arms which encircled him, and caught in his own grasp
the hand of the desperado as the glittering knife de-
scended toward his heart. At the same instant, he
shouted at the top of his voice, those mystic words,
heard only to be obeyed, and before he had time for
thought, the ruffian by whom he had been assailed was
lving on the ground, prostrated by a blow which would

‘have felled an ox, while the other rascal who had

amused himself by searching his pockets, had dis-
appeared in the darkness.

“Are you hurt, brother ?” asked a voice in tones of
sympathy.

“No, thank God and Odd Fellowship!” replied James,
in the ardor of the moment, forgetting the singularity
of the expression, and grasping the hand of his pre-
server.,

Before any more questions could be asked or answer-
ed, Captain_Elliott came running up, and exclaimed,

(o why, Mr. Pray,” (the consignee of the vessel,) * what

2

“Because I heard the voice of a brother in distress,”
was the simple reply.

“ Well, I wish 1 may be hanged if it ain’t my mate.
Why, Mr. Brown, what has happened, and how did Mr.
Pray know you were in distress ?” )

“When you become an Odd Fellow, you will learn
all that,” replied Mr. Pray, “and now let us go on
board and finish our business.”

James afterwards learned that Mr. Pray had been
settled in Callao a few years, and before he left the
United States, had become a member of that Order,
whose branches are now spread over the length and
breadth of the globe, wherever civilization has been
extended.

He heard the cry of James, and true to his pledges
and obligations, had rushed to his assistance; and by
his promptitude in obeying those dictates of the human
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heart, which are kept into ever active being by the in
fluence of Odd Fellowship, he had been t%e zlea.ns of
sa‘,}.?lg a dbi‘other’s life from the knife of an assassin.
to hislswgfevem;re formed the theme of another letter
should km; a:n fJa.mes again directed that Mrs. Burton
ducing hj W of the service she had done him, by in-
mep im to join the glorious Order.
saile dafoiw I_([lﬂ)’§ after the above occurrence, the Edgar
she tripped huasco, where, having filled up her cargo,
to all Pped her anchor for home. ~The Cape, that terror
the u'uy ;)lmg sallon:s and lands_men, was doubled, with
plent’v af accompaniments of rain, hail, snow, sleet, and
P h)e (;) ‘1‘1 ind; but they rounded it in safety, and soon
homou, 3 e Trade winds, where they dashed along
g o arl at a glorious pace, for Captain Elliott had a
at all ?_5':—’ ?a good crew—a wife at home, and was not
cureed e"j‘ ul of carrying sail too hard. Nothing oc-
red worthy of note until they reached the latitude

of g:pe Hatteras, and here, true to the old sailor’s
'y

“1If Bermuda lets you pass
Then look out for Hagter’as;”

:,]hey took a tremendous north-easter.

ove to under very short sail, and ev
mzflqﬁ as snug as could be done.
the \ eea gOz:‘le, ho“:ever, increased in terrific violence ;
labore(i ! s?ulrlldlllgs, ran mountains high, and the brig
cargn afte:) keavnly. She had, however, too much
argo ¢ 0 keep her head well in the wind, and it
ovam tnelc.essary for the preservation of vessel and
g, 0 vlghten her stern. Accordingly all hands
ot bo IE(;xrk throyvmg over some of the cargo, the
et ot i;l V\gfﬁs being taken down, to enable them to
fos i, ile thus engaged, all hands being at work
o the tan at t;l‘\e wheel, he suddenly shouted out in
tones error, “look out!” James was standing on
h si per step of the cabin gangway, and looking ahead
Wit “(') na.e tl;::::im}lous seai] c(;)milng down upon them,
. de reached the pipe-rail about the
:Jntz;.lx:rma:st, and t.wm_ed himself aboﬁtpthe braces and
o le({:es of rigging which were belayed there.

R, a;h no tl:me to see what his shipmates had done,
e Pt that they had all sprung upon deck, when it
ame roaring and foaming down upon the doomed brig.
completely buried beneath the

For one instant she was
monstrous wave which had rolled over her, and when
e deck was covered to the

g,s x;l;infforce had passed, th
€pth of two feet with water, while hundreds of h
had found their way through the cabin hatchv(:'i!;'-.

zlrewds

he brig trembled and i

! groaned like a person in st

:}?3:1? f:; :s I;Jl?em:nt, with the territr))]e force of!" Otl}l\%

> ose

th?aSOmel:h'ijng hod gon:gb?vnéhaé ll)(:;::‘i‘dcrash announced
. James ha, providenti&lly secured ; lace just i

line of the mainmast, and this i ensare ewn the

for‘(’;;ehof the wave off ’him. 1is in & measure broke the
. When the wave had passed over, he looked ab.

hl}l:l without daring to let go his hold of the brace:, a(,’xl:é

;)V at a picture of desolation met his sight! From the
ows to the stern, everi board of her bulwarks was

:‘v;vept clean with the deck. The galley, the long-boat,

the c.abm-_hatf:h, and the round-house, were gone, and

sc:ncra,sh which he had heard amid the terrors of the

- % Was caused by the falling of the foremast, which

% eaifmg and thumping against her sides.
the o : € water ran from the deck of the vessel into
» and in the hold, James ventured to run to the

elm, whi
look % which he lashed hard down, and then turned to

or his shipmat
On deck L
into the ca{)li?, ,one was to be seen, and he descended

knees, but hwhere he found the water up to his
sole swrvivor Of”llm:a;.bemg was there. He was the
sinking vessols at dreadful scene—alone on board a

e dared not trust himself to think, but rushing to

The brig was
ery thing was

the place where the axe was kept, he cut away the
rigging about the main-mast, and it soon fell over the
side with a crash. He next sounded the pump, and the
line told him there was five feet of water in the hold.
In a few minutes he sounded again, and the line re-
ported five feet and a half.

As it was evident that the vessel was fast sinking, he
dashed into the cabin and secured a few biscuit, a
small keg of water, kept there for cabin use, and a
compass, which he deposited in the yawl which hung
by the davits at the stern. There was nothing else he
could get at, for the run where the provisions were
kept was full of water. He tore off the boards from
one of the berths in the cabin, and placed that under
the thwarts in the boat, and seating himself hatchet in
hand, he stood ready to cut away when there should be
a lull, or when by the motion of the brig, which was
now drifting about helplessly at the mercy of the waves,
she should lie even on the water.

That chance soon came, and by great activity he
managed to cut both the falls, before the wave beneath
him had receded, and in another moment he was afloat
on the wide ocean in a small open boat, with about a
dozen biscuit, and a few quarts of water. He knew
not how far he was from land, nor indeed had he much
time to think, for he had his hands full to keep his boat
head to wind, and to keep her free from water.

Gradually he drifted away from the brii, and in
about twenty minutes after he had left her, she settled
down in the water, a water-logged hull, and James was
now alone upon the trackless ocean in a small frail
boat. Night was drawing on rapidly, and all the hor-
rors of his situation came to his mind with terrible
force. The wind was blowing a gale of more than or-
dinary severity, and the sea was running mountain high;
but fortunatefy for him, it was a long, even sweil, and
though, while on the crest of some mighty mountain,
the wind would break the top and half fill his boat with
water, still, if she was not overturned, he was compar-
atively safe. The water came in so fast over the gun-
wales, he was kept almost constantly bailing, and he
had little time for reflection.

Night at length came on, and a dreary night it was
to the lonely mariner. He dared not lie down in the
boat to sleep, for it would have filled and probably
overturned, gut seating himself in the bottom, with his
tarpaulin in his hand, ready to bale when necessary, he
gave way to his thoughts.

Now he was in the Lodge with his brethren, and his
mind dwelt upon the pure precepts inculcated there;
and blending with those principles of truth, came
thoughts of God and Heaven. “Alone with destruction,
alone on the sea.” Death in its most fearful form was
before him. He was a noble-hearted sailor, and had
braved death many times ere this—but not as now.
Starvation with its inconceivable agonies was before
him, and slowly .he must bear its torture, as drop by
drop it sapped his life-blood. No voice of love could
fall upon his ear, and bring to his anguished heart the
sweet consciousness of sympathy. He thought of his
Joung, wife, far away in her happy home—thinking of

er sailor husband—anticipating with joy the period of
his return. The bright hours they had together spent,
?assed in review before him; and all tlieir plans of
uture happiness, like so many phantoms from the tomb,
came mocking him in that hour of agony. They should
not thus be torn from him; he would—yes, he would
live; live but again to press to his heart, that loving
one who seemed even now to be near him ; live but to
say to her that in this fearful hour, her presence could
rob death of half its terror; live to feel once more the
warm clasp of her hand—once more to hear that gentle
voice speak warm words of tenderness, which had
power to thrill his heart with happiness. And again
his brain would reel with the fierce anguish of those
frenzied thoughts, until he sank back, half stupified.
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Then as busy fancy again awoke, he was with his
brethren in the Lodge—again he heard those pure pre-
cepts of love and kindness inculcated there ; and blend-
ing with those truths came thoughts of God and that
eternal world he felt he soon might enter.

From that moment he seemed inspired with redoubled
courage. He felt that the eye of Omniscience was on
him; that the arm of Omnipotence was upholding him,
and that he would be preserved. Day broke at length,
and jumping up from the bottom of the boat, where he
had lain wet and cramped during the night, he looked
eagerly in every direction for a sail. But none was to
be seen save his own water-logged and helpless vessel,
and seating himself again, he made a meal from one of
his biscuit and a draught of the water.

The gale moderated a little, so as to give him less
trouble in bailing, but he could as yet do nothing to-
ward giving the boat a direction for the land, as he had
no sail or rudder. About noon he discovered a sail
far to windward of him, and his heart leaped with joy
at the prospect, remote as it was, of deliverance, for he
felt how uncertain it was that so small an object as his
boat would be discovered.

Tearing up one of the thwarts, he hoisted his jacket
on it for a signal, and seating himself again in the
bottom of the boat, steadied it up, keeping his eye fixed
upon the vessel, which was now so near, he could see
that it was a brig under very short sail. He felt for
the moment almost certain of delivery; but his hopes
were blasted at one blow, when he saw the brig go about
on the other tack. He jumped up in the boat, and
raised his signal aloft; he shouted at the top of his
voice, forgetting in the agony of the moment, the howl-
ing of the wind and the roaring of the waves, which
would have drowned the report almost of a cannon—but
in vain; the brig kept on her course, and he watched
her with straining eyes, until the top of her masts had
disappeared from his view. Then he threw himself in
the bottom of the boat, and gave way to a burst of
bitter tears.

Again, night drew on, and covered the heavens with
a pall of impenetrable blackness, and now, as the wind
had moderated considerably, he determined to get some
rest if possible; so bailing his boat out as dry as he
could, he stretched himself out on the bottom, and was
soon in the arms of “tired nature’s sweet restorer,” for
he was fairly exhausted.

How long he had slept he knew not, but he was
aroused by finding himself covered with water, and
springing up, he found his boat half filled by a sea
which had broken over her. He commenced bailing
again, and when she was free, he went to the stern
sheets to refresh himself with a taste of water, and his
feelings may be imagined, when he found the keg gone;
and not only that, but his compass and biscuit. The
sea had swept them all away, and now death seemed
inevitable. At first he was ready to sink under this
terrible blow, but summoning courage, he again ad-
dressed himself to Heaven, and threw himself in the
bottom of the boat tosleep. But to sleep now was im-
possible ; visions of the most horrid character troubled
him, and he was kept in a constant state of terror and
apprehension.

But what brooks it to attempt a description of feelings
at such a time and on such an occasion, Reason at
length zave way under his terrible sufferings, and James
Brown threw himself in the bottoms of the boat, a raving
maniac. Now he would utter the most fearful impre-
cations upon the fiends who were pursuing him. Now,
with fervor and the most touching pathos, flowing from
the simplicity of his heart, he would address the throne
of peace; and suddenly he would find himself in the
presence of his loved and loving wife.

. For four days he remained in this state, without hav-
Ing eaten a morsel, or tasted a drop of water. The
wind, however, had changed, and was blowing his frail

boat directly on towards the shore, which was now in
sight ; and by noon of the day he was so near the beach
as to be within the range of any persons who might be
on the look out; and throughout the whole time the
brig had drifted about with him.

The boat with the helpless sailor drifted in to the
shore, and fortunately stranded in smooth water, where
she was out of danger; while the brig, which was still
tloating on, was driven with violence on the breakers.
Two men were on the shore looking at the brig as she
drifted on to her destruction, and their attention had
been so firmly fixed on her, they had not noticed the
boat in which James had fioated ashore.

The sound made by the keel grating on the sand,
seemed to restore James to partial consciousness, and
with a strong effort he arose from the bottom, and
holding on by the thwart, so as to steady himself,
looked about him. The sight of land, and the fact that
he was safe, perfected measurably his cure, and in an
instant strength seemed to have been given him. He
stepped out of the boat, and when his feet touched the
dry land, he raised his heart in gratitude to God for his
deliverance, and seating himself upon a ledge of rock
near by, he watched the brig as she was reeling to and
fro amid the breakers. An object on the water near
him attracted his attention, and on looking steadily at
it, he perceived that it was the body of a man.  He
started towards it, and to his horror discovered that it
was one of his own shipmates, the poor fellow having
been undoubtedly drowned in the cabin, and floated on
shore when the vessel went to pieces.

He dragged the body to the rock where he had been
seated, and placing it across a small ledge, sat down
again to gather strength before he started in pursuit of
assistance.  While lost in sad musings, he heard a step
near him, and raising his eyes, beheld close to him a
stranger, who was hastening towards him with out-
stretched hands. James clasped his eyes in surprise,
and raised them to heaven with a motion of silent
thankfulness.

“Did you belong to that brig, my poer fellow ?”
said the stranger, in tones of compassion.

“I did,” feebly replied James, “but I did not get
ashore from her. 1 left her in the yawl, I don’t know
how long ago, for I have lost my time, and have not
seen her for three days until now. Indeed, I guess I
must have lost my head, for I have eaten nothing for
three days or more.”

“Poor fellow,” said the stranger, “I am thankful
you have been saved. I will do what can be done for
you; and now take a sup of this,” and he extended to
the thirsty and famishing man a small flask. “ There,
gently my boy, gently,” he added, pulling it away with
gentle violence, lest the sufferer should injure himself.
“Come, cheer up, cheer up—we are men about here,
and I will let our Lodge know of you,”

“Lodge! do you belong there ?” said James, making
a simple but unmistakeable motion with his hand.

“ Yes, brother,” said the stranger, grasping his hand
with emotion, “thank God, I do. Here, Jo,” he shouted,
to some person who was in the vicinity, ¢ Jo, come bear
a hand—let the cargo go to the devil ; here is a man,
a brother, needs our help.”

In another moment a hardy sailor-looking man came
up, and the stranger said, “ Come, lend a hand here;
let us shoulder this poor fellow, for I am sure he can't
walk, and carry him to my house.”

“Your house? why it is a mile off, and there are
plenty of huts nearer than that.” .

“Idon’t care for that; this man has a right to go to
my house, and go he must and shall, so bear a hand and
get him there as soon as possible.” )

“ Why, do you know him ?” inquired the other, in
evident astonishment.

“ Know him—jyes, yes, I know him well enough. He
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isa—— No matte
ask no questions.”

Thus reproved, the wrecker assisted his humane

companion, and James was b
, or
house of his preserver. ne between them to the

“ Here, Maria, quick.” he said to his wife, as
¢ . , as he en-
zzl;gthlﬁ humble dwelling, “ warm a bed, and fix up
up, who E;SII%& He‘reAls a poor young fellow we picked
bost, and b+ een drifting about the ocean in an open
T o it e !?_ nigh about dead with hunger and thirst.”
0w e of the wrecker needed no further stimulus
tion gsh it;go her duty ; for, humble as was her situa-
oon, lf' .a heart which could feel deeply for, and
ymnpathize with, the sufferings of a fellow creature.
tha.:l l-?' few days, James was so far restored to strength
her s hfi} v:lz:ls enabled to write to his wife, and narrate to
i sl hird instance of the benefits conferred on him
h g’ claim to brotherhood ; and again he forbore not
to return his grateful thanks to Mrs. Burton for the
1nﬂue1}1)ce she had exercised over him.
€ was entirely destitute of clothing, save what he
lw‘vtdecl?el whe‘xlx discovered on the rocl?s, the worthy
Jreak r ?a e his situation known to a neighboring
plo ni ]; V}Vlisowlv)m(llnpf)ly made up a sum sufficient to re-
means to reac;rhil:sohg;rla;,]d o oo rnished bim with
James Brown reached

ti,\}lmy l;ade him “ God speed !”
A L ew York in safety, and wt
gvl;er:zlted’ by his loving wife with all the w-j;mt}l (:;'d;
rov'a(;‘ S l}eart; and the narrative of his sufferings and
gnd lﬁli:(glali reicue drewhfrom her tears of sympathy,
er heart with gratitud
husb.and was restored to her. ude to God, that her
Hlsdnext visit was to Mrs. Burton, and to her he
gogr% out his warmest thanks, assuring her that she
rad’ y nairating her own experience to him, confer-
ed on him a benefit which he never would forget.

The news of the wreck of the Fdear ha i
}vay into the public papers long before th:ai :‘Z:ﬂ:'?\ l;?'
0?111155 to New York, as well as the wonderful manner

1S rescue; so that when he visited his own Lodge
on the first night after his return, he was hailed as one
s 1t were, risen from the dead. ) ’

con?:itil:lwarm and hearty greetings of the brothers, the

grasp of the hand, and the brightening of

eye, told how tx:uly his return was welcomed ‘lgido\tvlﬂiz
he mw'a.'rdly.rals.ed his heart to Heaven for its kind in-
terébosmon in his behalf, he implored its countenance
and protection for the glorious institution, of which he
now felt proud and happy to be a member ; and when-
éver any personin his presence would, in his ignorance
abuse that Order, he would, with glistening eyes relate
the tale of the “ SmpwreckED Obp FELLOW.” |

r what he is; do as I bid you, and

TrorH.—Some say that wealth is power
talent is power, and some that knovgledge’ ?sn gs:)v?f tahrf’;
othersthat authorityis power, but there is an apophtl’xe rm
that I would place on high above them all, when I woﬁld
assert, that truth is power. Wealth cannot purchase
talentcannotrefute,knowledge cannot overreach, author.
ity cannot silence her—they all, like Felix, tremble at her
presence, Cast her into the seven-fold heated furnace of
the tyrant’s wrath—fling her into the most tremendous
billows of popular commotion—she mounts aloft in the
bark, upon the summit of the deluge. She is the minis-
tering spirit, which sheds on man that bright and indes-
tructible principle of life which is given by its Mighty
so\‘\ltihor to animate, illuminate, and inspire the immortal

> and which, like himself, is the same yesterday, to-
onya’tﬁnti forever. When the mould has long been heaped
and authe pride of wealth, and talent, and knowle(fge,
away tr Otl'}llty~wh.en heaven and earth itself have passed
foa y g 0‘; . l:hal.l rise, like the angel on Manoah’s sacri-
- l;erpsoure:,ﬁame of nature’s funeral pile, and ascend

h
the holy and et::n]:fﬁgﬂ’_ and her home—the bosom of

We respectfully solicit Secretaries of Lodges, and Scribes
of Encampments, to interest themselves in obtaining
subscribers for the ¢ Record.”

Our friends are respectfully informed that papers which
are intended for insertion in the « Record,” must be
in our hands at furthest by the fifteenth of the month
preceding the publication.

Unauthenticated reports of the proceedings of Lodges
cannot appear.
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MONTREAL, FEBRUARY, 1846.

ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW LODGES.

B il

We have received a communication signed “A
Toronto Odd Fellow”, complaining that sufficient
exertions are not made to extend the Order through-
out this Province, and to establish Lodges in various
cities and towns of Upper Canada, which he enume-
rates, and represents as ready and anxious to join in
our labour of love. We fully appreciate the impor-
tance of the subject thus brought under our mnotice by
our Toronto friend, and would willingly devote our
exertions to the accomplishment of his wishes.

It must, however, be borne in mind that the first
motion towards the establishment of a Lodge must
emanate from the locality where it is proposed to be
instituted ; and, for the benefit of our readers unac-
quainted with the form, we will here mention the action
necessary to be taken. In any city, town or village, of
Upper or Lower Canada, where there are five Odd
Fellows of the Scarlet Degree, (and we know several
where the numbers far exceed that limit,) Lodges may
at once be established. Let our correspondent, for
instance, assemble together his brethren resident in
Toronto—who number more, we are certain, than the
requisite five—and let them agree to undertake the
labour of establishing and managing a new Lodge in
that city. Should they determine on this, readily and
heartily, each must then take measures to draw his card
of clearance from the Lodge of which he is at present
a member. Most of the Brothers in Upper Canada,
except of course in Belleville and the neighbourhood,
are Members of Lodges in Montreal ; and where this is
the case, it might be as well to apply for the cards of
all the Brothers intending to form the new Lodge,
through the same party in this city—to whose care
should also be forwarded a petition to the R. W. Grand
Master, stating the wish of the petitioners to open a
Lodge, the name intended for it, and its location, pray-
ing him to grant a Dispensation for the establishment
of said Lodge. This will be presented to the Grand
Master, together with the cards of clearance, and, our
word for it, a very short time will see the proposed
Lodge opened and its Officers installed.

We trust to have to record, in our next publication,
the receipt, in the proper quarter, of several applica-

tions of the nature here mentioned, and would earnestly
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beseech the Brothers of the Order throughout the
country to bestir themselves. Any further information
that may be wished, will be most promptly afforded, on
application to the Publisher of the Recorp In the
mean time, we would beg to impress on all intending
applicants, that each petition for a Dispensation must
be accompanied by the cards of clearance of at least
Five Brothers, of the Scarlet Degree, and by the sum
of Thirty Dollars, as a Charter Fee; and further, that
such cards of clearance can only be obtained from the
several Lodges, by paying up all dues to the date on
which they are applied for.

We shall be most happy to act for our Toronto Cor-
respondent, should he address us as stated above.

GRAND LODGE OF THE UNITED STATES.

The Annual Communication of this R. W. Body com-
menced on the 15th of September last, in the Odd Fel-
lows’ Hall, City of Baltimore. Much business, of vast
importance to the Order, was transacted during its
Session, a brief summary of which we proceed to lay
before our readers.

On the above day, there assembled the following
Grand Officers :—

Howell Hopkins, M. W. G. Sire,

John W. Stokes, R. W. G. Sire, pro. tem.,
James L. Ridgely, R. W, G. C.and R. Secretary,
Andrew E. Warner, R. W, G. Treasurer

Albert Case, R. W. G. Chaplain, ’
William Curtis, R. W. G. Marshall,

Richard Brandt, R. W. G. Guardian,

John E. Chamberlain, W. G. Messenzer
P. G. Sire Thomas Wildey, o
P. G. Sire John A. Kennedy;

And Representatives from Grand Lodges and Grand
Encampments, as under—

_ From Grand Lodges—Nathaniel F. Decring, Wil-
liam R. Slm_th, Muaine ; Thomas Lloyd, W. Williams,
Ga.; J. Wright Gordon, Mich. ; George Brown, In-
cgzana; Joseplg Browne, Smith Skinner, Pa.; David
bn.elbaker, Okio; B. C. True, David D. Egan, N. Y.;
lelxa{n B. Magruder, William W, Moore, D. C.; 8.
B. Britton, Frederick Croswell, Conn. ; Charles W,
Whitall, Za.; Josep‘h L. Drew, Wm. E. Parmenter,
Mass. ; George L Dicks, Miss.; Wil. D. Porter, R. W.
Seymour, §. C.; Edward Mclntire, Del.; John A.
Thom; son, Enoch P. Holden, Md.; 1. D. Williamson,
Ala.; David Filbrick, G. W, Montgomery, N. H. ; Mar-
shall C. Holmes, "Thomas S. Day, N.J; Jas. D. Me-
Cabe, James M. Ford, Va. ; John B. Hinckle, Ky.; W.
F. Davis, Tenn. ; Isaiah Forbes, Mo. ; E. B, White, R.I.
From Grand Encampments.—Staats S Morri

. Morris, N.J. ;

Horn R. Kngass, Pa.; Franklin W, Gilley, Charles
McGowan, . Y.; David Churchill, Okio; Richard
Marley, Md. ; T. P. Shaffuer, Ky.; John L. Devotion
Conn. ; Robert L. Robbins, Muss. ; E. C. Robinson, Vuf
After the usual preliminary routine, the M. W. Grand
Sire, Howell Hopkins, and the Grand Corresponding
Secretary, James L. Ridgely, presented their Annual
Reports, a few extracts from which we shall take an-
other opportunity of presenting.  Suffice it at present
to say, that the information contained therein, as to the
progress ﬂfld prospects of Odd-Fellowship, is of the
most cheering nature. The rest of this day’s meeting

was principally employed in hearing reports of Com-
mittees, and in the discussion of proposed amendments
to the Constitution, several of which were rejected;
—amongst others a proposal to give a Brother, con-
sidering himself aggrieved by any Grand Lodge, the

right of appeal to the Grand Lodge of the United |

States.

In virtue of those amendments passed, each Grand }

Encampment (in addition to each Grand Lodge, as at

present) has the privilege of nominating Candidates }

for the offices of Grand Sire and Deputy Grand Sire;
and expelled Lodges or Encampments have the right

of appeal from their ruling Grand Lodges or Grand |
Encampments, after having delivered up to the latter |

their effects.

On Tuesday, the 16th September, the Grand Lodge
proceeded to the installation of Grand Officers for the
ensuing term, when the following were duly installed :

Grand Sire,—P. G. M. Thomas Sherlock, of Ohio,

Deputy Grand Sire,—P. G. M. Albert Case, of Mass.,

Grand Sec.,—P. G. M. Jas. L. Ridgely, of Maryland,

G. Treas.,,—P. G. M. And. E. Warner, of Maryland.
And the several appointed Grand Officers were nomi-
nated by the Grand Sire, as follows :—Rev. P. G. Jas.
D. McCabe, of Virginia, R. W. G. Chaplain; P. G.
Sec. John G. Treadwell, of New York, R. W. G. Mar-
shall ; D. G. M. Levin Jones, of District of Columbia,
R. W. G. Guardian; John E. Chamberlain, W. G,
Messenger.

As most of our readers are no doubt aware, an Extra
Session of the Grand Lodge had been held some weeks
previous, at which the Work of the Order had been tho-
roughly revised. = At this Extra Session, however, no al-
teration had been made in the Patriarchal Work, and
the Committee of Revision now presented a Report on
this subject, which was received by the Grand Lodge,
and the Degrees there recommended were adopted ; as
were also revised forms for opening and closing En-
campments, and for the order of business therein. At
a subsequent meeting, the Committee on Revision were
instructed to have at least two thousand copies of these
new lectures, charges, &c., printed, and, if possible,
distributed along with the revised work of Subordinate
Lodges, previous to the first of January.

The following day was partly occupied in the in-
struction of the Representatives present, in the new
Work of the Order, P. G. Sire Wildey officiating. An
appeal from a Subordinate Lodge against the Grand
Lodge of Louisiana, was brought forward, from the
decision on which it appears, that ““a State Grand Lodge
cannot compel a Subordinate to meet in any particular
room,” but that “ the State Grand Lodge, however, has
authority to prohibit meetings from being held at places
that may not be deemed sufficiently private and secure
from intrusion.”

The following Resolutions with regard to the funeral
of Brothers, were adopted :—

Resolved,—That the Committee on the Revision of

the Work of the Order, are hereby authorised and re-
quested to prepare, and submit to this Session of the

iy

\
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Grand Lodge, a proper Burial Service, to be used at
the mtermeqt of a Brother. That the said Service, or
tiny part of it, may be omitted at the discretion of the

odge, when religious burial services are had, and shall
at no time be performed without the consent of the
immediate friends of the deceased. That the wearing
of Regalia at fune o

rals b iscreti '
Grans Lodges of crs ; : tea ::‘ft to the discretion of the

. The Committee on the “ Covenant and Official Maga-
zine,” presented a Report, in accordance with which,
all the interest of the Grand Lodge in that Magazine
was transferred to Mrs. Catherine Neilson, the widow
of the late publisher, on condition of inserting therein
for the space of one year, the following Resolution :—

Rgsolged,_That all Magazines, Periodicals, or other
publications, purporting to treat upon Odd Fellowship,
are solely and entirely upon the responsibility of the
individuals publishing "an editing the same, and have
no sanction or authority from the Grand Lodge of the
U. 8, for any thing that may appear therein.

The following Resolutions were adopted, explanatory
of a law passed at the Annual Session of 1842 — )

Resolved,—That the regular quarterly term, known

to the Order under this jurisdiction, is thirteen weeks
a‘nd Is to end either with the month of March, June,
'Septexlnbe?, or December ; and that, whenever a,Lodm;
1s not instituted at least seven weeks before the termin.
ation of a regular quarter, it will be necessary for the
officers first elected, to hold their respective stations for
and during the remnant of the quarter, and to the end
of the next ensuing quarter : and that any division of
service, by which one full term and part of another
term, may be made to give two terms of more than
seven weeks each, be, and is hereby, prohibited.
Resolved, fz.crther,—’l‘hat Encampments be, and they
are hereby, directed strictly to observe the spirit of the
rule above prescribed for Subordinate Lodges;—that
Is, that they interpret the law according to the same
principles, making due allowance for the ditference
which exists in the length of their respective terms.

Resolved,—That the several Grand Lodges be, and
:;ephe;ebg, empowered to confer the honorary degrees

( and P. 8., on any Brother, who, after hav-
ing been duly elected, shall serve to the end of a la\\z'itle

quarter, as the first N. G. of a new Lodge; and in like
manner, and under similar circumstances, the honorary

degree of P. S. may be conferred on the JSirst V. G. of
the above de-

a new Lodge ; but in no other case shall
grees be conferred, unless for service duly performed.

At tl?e Ses'sion of Thursday, September 18th, it was
determined, in accordance with the recommendation of
a Committee to whom the matter had been referred,—

“That a visiting card, signed by the proper officers of
the Subordinate Lodge issuing the same, is full and com-
plete without the counter signature of the Grand Secre-
tary of the Grand Lodge of the State in which the card
is issued; and that the bearer of such card, if correct
in other particulars, is entitled to admission into any
Subordinate Lodge under this jurisdiction.”

. Such card, however, must have on the margin the
Signature of the Grand Cor. and Rec. Secretary of the
Grand Lodge of the U. S.

The Committee on the State of the Order, reported
On some questions submitted to their consideration, in
the following terms :—

The followin

. uesti i
Committee on § questions having been referred to the

! e State of the Order, viz:
1st. Can a member of a Lodge or Encampment

withdraw his membership, after paying all dues to the
same, and being in good standing therein, without taking
a card of clearance carrying with it the usual recom-
mendation—in other words, can be be unconditionally
discharged, he desiring the same ?

«9nd. Can a member of a Lodge or Encampment be
expelled without a formal trial, without full charges and
specifications made against him, when both the member
and the Lodge or Encampment are willing that such
action should be had, and when the member is willing
to acknowledge his wrong, doing and his unworthiness
to longer remain in membership?”

The Committee reply to the first interrogatory by
saying, that, in their opinion, a member may, on his
own written application, withdraw from the Order
without taking a clearance card; that is, if he .be re-
solved to sever his connection with us, and refuse to
take a card, there is no reasonable or rightful remedy.
A Lodge cannot (and should not if it could) detain him
against his will, and it would not be charitable, or con-
sistent with our principles, to retain his name on the
books, for the express purpose of allowing dues to ac-
cumulate, that we may stigmatize him by suspension or
expulsion. If a brother come among us with clean
hands, and faithfully discharge his obligations to the
Lodge, why should he not be permitted to depart in
peace, whether he choose to receive from us a certifi-
cate of character or not? To say that he could only
retire from our halls by recciving a certificate, would
be to impose a restraint on his actions, in denying to him
the right to choose the time and manner of his with-
drawal. This has never been the policy of the Order,
so far as the Committee possess knowledge of the sub-
jeet. To all who are worthy, our doors are open ; and,
if they be not content with us, they are free to go.

The Committee, in reply to the second interrogatory,
answer, that if a member refuse to stand a trial, ke can-
not be formally tried, and in such case a Lodge may ex-
pel for contempt. This is one view of the case. But
if, as may be inferred from the interrogatory, a mem-
ber acknowledges that he has been guilty of some un-
worthy action, and asks that the Lodge will expel him
on his own acknowledgment, so as to relieve him from
the disgrace and mortification of a trial, involving ex-
posures that would probably carry unhappiness into the
bosom of his family,—in such a case the committee
think that he might be expelled, without going through
all the forms of a trial, in preferring and specifxing the
particular charges, examining witnesses, &c. A course
of this kind, according to the present views of your
Committee, might be pursued without detriment to the
interests of the Order. Expulsion is the highest penal-
ty which our laws can inflict ; it is never resorted to ex-
cept for cause : and the fact of a member being expell-
ed, implies that he has been guilty of a misdemeanor or
some offence against our laws. By such an act the Or-
der is purged of his presence, and the members of a
Lodge are required to do nothing more, unless the of-
fence be a criminal one, in which case, in their charac-
ter of citizens, they are bound to sustain the laws of the
country.

The Committee on Revision were instructed “ tohave
the revised lectures and charges of the Order trans-
lated into the French, German and Welsh languages,
and to have the requisite number printed.”

The following Resolutions, recommended by the
Committee on the State of the Order, were adopted :—

Resolved,—That honorary membership shall under
no circumstances be a.lloweg' under our jurisdiction.

Resolved,—That full membership in a Subordinate
Lodge is essential to membership in an Encampment.

After considerable discussion, the following Resolu-

tions were adopted :—
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Resolved,—That each Subordinate Lodge may, by a|as Officers of this Grand Lodge, with the State Grand
vote of two-thirds of its members voting, grant a card | Lodges or Encampments. To qualify a Brother for
to the wife of any member who may apply for it, sign- |the appointment of District Deputy Grand Sire, he
ed by the officers of the Lodge, and countersigned by |must be a regular contributing member of a Subordinate
the recipient on the margin, and to remain in force not | Lodge and Encampment, and must have attained the |
more than one year; and that similar cards may be|rank of P. G. and the R. P. D.; and, in States where |
%ranted to the widows of Odd Fellows, to remain in|Grand Encampments may be established, he must also

orce as long as they shall remain such. be a member of such Grand Encampment. The ap-
Resolved,—That the form of the card shall be as fol. |Pointments of District Deputy Grand Sires shall be
lows, viz: made at each Annual Session, to continue for one year,

but they may be revoked for cause, during the recess,
by the Grand Sire.

The following Resolution was read and adopted :—

Resolved,—That the absence of a member of any
X - o i State Grand Lodge, on duty as a Representative in this
ed on the margin of this c'md, m l}" own proper hand body, is a sufficient reason for releasing him from any }
writing, is the wife of our wellbeloved brother > | disqualification that he may have incurred, by reason of

who is a member of ———, Lodge, No. —, held at |,y o ce from his seat, in any other office that he may
, and working under authority of a charter duly hold in his Grand Lodge.

granted by authority of the Right Worthy Grand Lodge )
of the We therefore recommend her to your| After a vote of thanks to the M. W. Grand Sire

friendship, aid, and protection, whereyer she may be!Sherlock, and the R. W, Deputy Grand Sire Case, for
igz?gzghom the world : for the space of >and no ey impartial, courteous, and able discharge of their |

In witness whereof, we have subscribed our names, |duties, as presiding officers during the Session, the
and affixed the seal of our Lodge, this — day of , | Grand Lodge adjourned sine die.
in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred| In the course of the Session, Charters were granted

Friendship, Love and Truth.
INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS.

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting :
This Certifies, that ————, whose name is endors-

and c——— N @ to thefollowing Subordinate Lodges and Encampments,
- Vv e in addition to one for a Grand Encampment in the State
— Sect’y. of Missouri :—*

Notr.—When this card is granted to a widow, it shall

: . SUBORDINATE LODGES.
be so stated, and the card shall be made to conform to

the requirements of the first resolution. gﬁ%%eg[ifgé?;\ﬁl%d}:;e,sg)g}? ?g\’llﬁ:&g&?ﬁ,wrmon t,
A Resolution regarding the right of appeal to State| Vermont Lodge, Nq. 2, Montpelier, do.

Grand Lodges, was reported by the Committee on the I-!arr}wny LI:)dKe: 1;‘0- 2, Dubuque, Jowa,

State of the Order, and adopted, as follows :— Krosanqua Lodge, No. 3, Krosanqua, do.

Jefferson Lodge, No. 4, Fairfield, do.
Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Grand Lodge,{ Miners’ Lodge, No. 4, Mineral Point, Wisconsin.
that when a Brother of a Subordinate Lodge has been SUBORDINATE ENCAMPMENTS.
suspended or expelled, and appeals from the decision of N .
his Subordinate Lodge, to a State Grand Lodge, on | procacona Encampment, No. 2, ﬁjgbﬁﬁe’fg‘;jjas’hm )
the ground of “informality or want of fairness,” such Qﬁoche(‘o « NO. 4’ Dover ’ do P ’
Grand Lodge has not the power to grant a new trial, | 3 ; , « N~ 5 4 .
unless informality or want of fairness be shown on the Strawberry Bank, « No. 5, Portsmouth, do.

A 0 “ > .
former trial, or new testimony be discovered. g‘ﬁ:g%ﬁ?"k « gg' (75: %ﬁ(t)}xlt’)agzz}; ’ do
. , do.
A Report of the Committee on the State of the Order, | Border “  No. 8, Bangor, do.
recommending the appointment of District Deputy | Yashassuck « No.2, Providence, Rhode Island ;
Lo A Gayosa No. 3, Memphis, Tennessee ;
Grand Sires in all the States and Districts, was taken Stewart «  No. 3, Hannibal, Missouri ;
into consideration, when Article XVIII. of the Bye-|Choctaw «  No. 3, Jackson, Mississim)’i K
Laws was altered so as to read as follows :— il[linois Piseah :: N Ng- é Chicamgo, Hgnois;
. unt Pis; o. eor, ist. i}
Articie XVIIL—At each Annual Session the Grand Al(l,gmta B0 « No, 5, Augfust”;“’Ge;f.;if t)lumbm g
Sire shall appoint in each State, District and Territory, | pine “ No.3 Fa;ette\:ille N. Carolina
an Officer to be styled “ District Deputy Grand Sire,” ’ . ’

whose duty it shall be to act as the Special Agent of| A Charter was also granted for Oriental Lodge, to

this Grand Lodge, in relation to the matters herein|be opened in Liverpool, England, in accordance with
specified, viz.:—To act for the Grand Sire, and by his |¢,e recommendation of the following Report :
directions to perform whatever may have been ordered . )
to be done by the Grand Lodge of the United States,| The Committee on Petitions, to whom was referred
in the particular District for which the Deputy Grandjthe petition of James W. Hale and four others, “for a
Sire may be appointed: To act as the Representative | Charter to create a Lodge in Liverpool, England,” re-
of this Grand Lodge, and perform all such matters re- |port:
lating to the Order in his District, as the Grand Sire| That the petitioners are brothers in good standing,
shall direct: To obey all special instructions of the |members of Lodges within the jurisdiction of the Grand
Grand Sire, in relation to any thing which that Officer | Lodges of New York and Massachusetts. That they set
is required to do for the good of the Order: To act as |forth in their petition and in the documents accompany-
the agent of the Grand Secretary, and obey the special |ing, important reasons for a compliance with their re-
direction of that Officer : To have a general supervision | quest, and argue with great force the legality of the
over all Subordinate Lodges and Encampments in his
District, which work under Charters %ranted by the| * Since the close of the Annual Communication,
Grand Lodge of the United States: To make semi- | Grand Encampments have been established in Maine
annual reports of his acts and doings, to the Grand Sire. [and New Hampshire, under warrant from the M. W.
Distriet Deputy Grand Sires shall in no case interfere, | Grand Sire, :
=
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form of their application, and of the course which they
suggest fox: the establishment of the Lodge.
he petitioners refer particularly to the resolutions

adopted by the Grand Lode
TRY regolating odge on the 23d of September,

the establishment of foreign Lodges,
and o;oiltend that the requirements therein contained
are “bly met by them, from the fact that they are
th'i’;e’g 3"9 who have received the five degrees known to
ol rt.er. They urge the impossibility of collecting
don ‘)\' lgpe a sufficient number of members of the Or-
Bro LOa ing final cards, and otherwise qualified as the
£ ye-Laws of this Grand Lodge require, and they there-
ore contend for the literal construction of the resolu-

tions above named, as the safest and most correct. The
g:t‘lirloners cite the dispensations granted to the Lodges

iy ales, as precedents for the action now prayed for,

they present the absolute necessity for the int
t s ces 0-
duction'of the Order, un ; \in

ictl der American auspices, into
this important English seaport. prees

The Committee acknowledge themselves impressed
with the weight of the arguments of the petitioners
and cannot perceive that, although technical, and per:
haPs different from the usual construction of our regu-

lation in this respect, they ar i
e fallacious. -
fore, recommemf o adey ¢ ollowinsY phere

the adoption of the follo

tion : wing resolu-
Resolved,—That P. G. James W. Hal
Thomas W. Colburn as his sub s W. Hale, or P. G.

tburn stitute, be deputized

open a Lodge in Liverpool, England’, to bg hailed :\Z
Oriental Lodge, No. 1, and that the said Hale or the
said Colburn as his substitute, be authorized to instruct
in the Degrees of the Order, such persons in Liverpool
as shall be found worthy, in such number as may be
necessary for the establishment and due management

of the new Lodge.

Many subjects, besides those mentioned above, en-
gaged the attention of the Grand Lodge of the U. S,
dl{,ﬂ!.lg its Annual Communication, but we have included
within our narrow limits, every decision come to, or

T-esolution passed, that may be considered of general
importance to the Order.

A A A A A A A A A A A A AN AN AN

ODD FELLOWS’ CELEBRATION AT
MONTREAL.

In accordance with the announcement in our last
publication, the above meeting was held in the Odd
Fellows’ Hall, Great St. James’ Street, on the evening
of Thursday, the 5th February.

Of the three shops which constitute the ground floor
of that building, one was reserved for an Entrance
Hall, while the other two were fitted up as disrobing
rooms, for the ladies and gentlemen respectively.

The company assembled in the large hall on the
second story, which was richly decorated for the occa-
sion. The walls were covered all round with pink and
white muslin, in stripes, over which hung the banners
of the different National Societies, together with nu-
merous emblems of the Order. A raised platform ex-
tended along the upper part of the hall, intended for
the Officers of the different Lodges. On the centre of

the wal immediately behind this, was displayed the y

splendid banner of the St. Jean Baptiste Society, sur-
1130“‘!‘31‘1 by the Royal Arms of Great Britain; and on
either su%e of this, were the banners of the German and
8t. Patrick’s Societies. At the opposite end of the

Feathers, was flanked by the banners of the St. George’s
and St. Andrew’s Societies. In each of the six windows
facing the street, was placed another mirror, partly
screened by curtains of blue and white muslin; while
the other side of the room was decorated with the re-
maining banners and flags of the Societies. The sup-
porting pillars were wreathed with scarlet riband, and
the side pilasters with green, colors denoting the two
highest subordinate degrees of the Order ; and the pilas-
ters at either end were covered with purple and gold-
colored cloth, the appropriate hues of the Encampment.
Along the frieze hung festoons of blue, above which, in
various places, were displayed scrolls, with appropriate
mottos,such as “Friendship, Love, and Truth,” “Honor,
Virtue, and Fidelity,” “Faith, Hope, and Charity,"
« Universal Brotherhood.” Here and there, on the
walls and pillars, were grouped bows and arrows, spears,
rods of various colors, sceptres, crooks, and other em-
blems of the different grades of Odd Fellowship, which
gave a character of novelty to the decorations of this
richly, yet tastefully, fitted up apartment.

The doors were thrown open at seven o’clock, and
the company shortly afterwards beginning to arrive, the
room was rapidly filled, until, at eight o’clock, nearly
seven hundred Brethren and strangers were present.
At that hour, the Officers of the Grand Lodge of Ca-
nada, and of the several subordinate Lodges, Degree

Lodges, and Encampments, who had previously assem-
bled in the Lodge Room above, entered the hall in pro-
cession, and took their scats on the platform, at the
upper end.

The coup d’eil at this moment was magnificent. To

the rich decorations we have already enumerated were
added the gorgeous insignia of the different Officers—
the numerous Brothers, in their regalia of showy
scarlet and white*—the Encampment Members “gleam-
ing in purple and gold”—and, more brilliant than all,
the many fair faces and bright eyes, sparkling with ad-
ded lustre, it may be, from the excitement of this first
glimpse at the mysteries of Odd Fellowship.
‘When the bustle caused by the entrance of the Offi-
cers had somewhat subsided, Brother William Rodden,
of Commercial Lodge, R. W. Grand Master of the Pro-
vince of Capada,—who, in virtue of his office, was
called to the Chair,—rose and addressed the assemblage
as follows : —

Lapies anp GENTLEMEN :—1I regret that the duty of
calling this assembly to order, has not fallen to the lot
of some of my Brethren more competent to the task
than myself; but when I find I am encouraged b
Friendship, assisted in Love, and supported by Truth,
feel disposed to proceed to its performance, with much
less reluctance than I otherwise would; particularly as
I feel assured that the Brethren I shall have the honor
of introducing to you this evening, as speakers, will
engage your attention so much more satisfactorily, that
ou will have no occasion to regret the brief manner

* As a proof of the desire exhibited by the Brethren
to appear, on this evening, in the regalia of the highest
degree, it may be mentioned, that, during the preceding
week, the Scarlet Degree was conferred, in Victoria

room, alarge mirror, crowned with the Prince of Wales’

the various

Degree Lodge, on no less than eighty-two Brothers of
dges of this City.
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in which I now open this meeting. Consequently, I
would, therefore, merely remind you of the objects
which have called you together on the present occasion.
These are fourfold. Firsi,—To give the Brethren of
the different Lodges an opportunity of meeting and be-
coming better acquainted with each other, in a scene
of social and iatellectual enjoyment. Secondly,—To
allow Brethren to introduce such of their friends as
are not members of the Order to a company of Odd
Fellows, that they may have an opportunity of judg-
ing as to the composition of the different Lodges.
Thirdly,—To secure from the public at large an uddi-
tional Interest in our Order by exhibiting to them all
the building we occupy, our Emblems, Insignia, &c.;
in short, all but the signs and pass words—and even
these we will be most happy to confer on all who may
apply, and prove themselves worthy to receive them.
Fourthly,—Though by no means least—to ascertain, if
possible, how far the Order may have succeeded in
securing the good will of the fair sex of our City.
And, if I might be allowed, Brethren, to offer an
opinion on the last mentioned subject, I would venture
to say, that, if I may judge from the bright smiles of
our fair friends around us at this moment, we are
encouraged in the paths of Benevolence and Charity b
the fairest of the fair; and would simply recommen({
that the least the Brethren can possibly do, in return,
on this occasion, will be to drown those smiles in floods
of gallantry. With these few remarks, I will proceed
to the order of proceedings, as set forth in the pro-
gramme.

After this, “ RuLe Brirany1A” having been sung by a
Choir of the Brethren, accompanied on the piano-forte
by Brother F. Hill, the Grand Master called on Brother
the Rev. Dr. Mathieson, Chaplain of Commercial Lodge,
who spoke nearly as follows :—

OrricErs, BRoTnERs, AND FrienDs,—It is with the
utmost diffidence that I present myself before you;
and it may appear to some of you very odd, that I,
who have always felt an innate aversion to address a
large assemblage such as I now see before me, should
venture to address you on a subject, with which, as yet,
I am but imperfectly acquainted. And I assure you,
it appears to myself, that 1 have never more unequivo-
cally asserted my claim to be considered an Odd Fellow,
than I now do. Till within the last three hours, I had
not the most remote intention of saying a single word
on the occasion ;—indeed I thought it more than pro-
bable, that I would not even be present. But, being
urgently solicited by my brothers, to come to their re-
lief, I felt myself bound to comply with their request—
for it is regarded as a sacred duty of our Order,

romptly to fly to the relief of a brother in distress.
eing thus called upon to discharge the duties of my
oftice, I felt a solemn obligation not to shrink from
t,ll:eir performance, however imperfectly I might fulfil
them.

I must confess, that, before I knew any thing at all of
the principles of the Order, I entertained a stron
feeling of repugnance to the Institution, believing, as
then did, that it asserted the arrogant pretension of
binding the members in brotherhood, by closer and
firmer ties, and animating their hearts with a purer
and warmer charity, than any other Institution, human
or divine. This prejudice being in some measure re-
moved, I consented, should I be deemed worthy, to
become one of the Fraternity. Since that time I have
set myself to examine the principles on which the As-
sociation professes to be K)unded, and to observe the
working out of these principles, in the ordinary inter-
course of the Brotherhood. Perhaps it will not be
presuming too much on your attention, if I briefly
state what has been the result of my observations. 1

find it is not a thing of yesterday, although it may b
new to us. Something closely resembling the peculisf:
rites of our Order existed in Egypt and Greece, nearly;
three thousand years ago, for the purpose of preserving:
amid surrounding error and ignorance, the doctrines:
of the Divine Unity and the Moral Government of 8:
Supreme Being-—doctrines that were then deemed by:
Legislators dangerous to the peace of society openly t0:
promulgate. How far it was efficient, I pretend not t0;
know—it must be admitted, however, that the object:
was good.

In looking to the design, proposed to be accomplished :
by the Institution of Odd Fellowship, in the present
day, I find, that instead of advancing the arrogant pre-
tension of changing the nature of man, and bringing
more effectively into operation its fundamental princi-
ples, than has ever yet been done, it modestly but de-
cidedly disclaims such power—reverently ascribes it to
God alone, to whom it is due—and to be accomplished
solely through that revelation of his will, which, in His
goodness and mercy, He has given to man. It, how-
ever, lays hold on some of the great principles of true
religion, on which all denominations of Christians are
agreed, and bases upon these, not a Religious Society,
but a Social Fellowship; which may thus comprehend '
them all, whatever be their rank or station in life,:
with a view to promote among them the exercise of
universal benevolence. It is, in short, so far as I un-
derstand the system, a joint stock company (guarded
by certain peculiar rites, in order to preserve its effec-
tive working) formed for the cultivation of the kindlier
sympathies of our nature, and the amelioration of those
evils, to which all the children of men are subjected.
Its more immediate objects are, to relieve the indigent
—to ensure to the stranger kindness and courtesy—to
support those who are laid on a bed of sickness—to
maintain the widow—to protect the fatherless—to do
good unto all. It may be said, all this may be done—
and better done—by the religion of the Gospel. This,
all true Odd Fellows frankly and cordially admit ; and
they would abhor the idea of usurping the prerogatives,
or arrogating the Eowex‘s of Religion. They have cho-
sen a humbler walk—yet one they consider both useful,
and in unison with Divine Truth—and though its ob-
jects, in so far as it goes, are the same, they neither
conceive that they can more effectually accomplish
them, nor that their exertions are altogether uncalled
for, considering the distinctions and differences that
prevail in the Christian World. But I am sure they
will, one and all, frankly admit, that, when all men are
actuated by the pure spirit of the Gospel of Christ,
there will be no need for these Associations—for then
all will be bound in Brotherhood indeed, and those great
princisles set in active operation, which, within a more
limited sphere, and in a less imperfect manner, they at-
tempt to do. Their ambition is now to be merely a
humble and indirect auxiliary in accomplishing this
devoutly-to-be-wished-for consummation. I say, an
indirect auxiliary—for their duties as Odd Fellows do
not, in the most remote degree, clash with their religious
duties, carried out in the way each one conscientiously
thinks most agreeable to the will of God. Nor, in
adopting some of the principles of Religion as the basis
of their Social Union, do they conceive they weaken,
in the least degree, the claims which the revelation of
the will of God, as a whole and connected scheme, has
on every individual. They are distinct, though in some
respects they flow in parallel lines; and it is no less in
obedience to the higher sanctions of Divine authority,
and of Divine Mercy and Love, than in conformity to
the rules of the Order, that Odd Fellows consider
themselves bound to practise the Apostolic precept—
“Honour all men: Fear God: Love the Brotherhood :
Honour the Sovereign.”

At the request of the Chairman, P. G. Healey, of

—

—
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Albion Lodge, District Deputy Grand Master of the

' District of Quebee, rose to address the audience.

Lapies anp GenTLEMEN,—I conceive that the glo-

: ries attendant.upun ghe triumphs of Napoleon Buona-
i parte, were trifling in comparison to the honor of ad-

_audlence as the one I see before me.

dressing so highly respectable and well educated an

semb The numerous
assemblage of the Order of Odd Fellows now present,

1s a conclusive proof of the correctness of the poet’s

: observation—

“What great events from trifling causes spring!”

It was a lone evening in November, that five Brethren
arrived at Quebec, with a dispensation from the Grand
Lodge of Montreal, authorising the opening of a Lodge
in the ancient capital of Canada. These five Brethren
were soon joined by eleven others, and we have now
two hundred and fifty members inall ; so that with the
seven or eight hundred in Montreal, we can produce a

' thousand or eleven hundred Odd Fellowsin this part of

the Province. At our commencement the most extraor-

dinary reports were put into circulation against us; but
these we have entirely outlived, so that we may’now
boast that our ranks contain many gentlemen of the
highest respectability and talent : among these is our
Brother Draper, who, I have no doubt, will address you
with all the patrician dignity of a statesman; and
Byother Dunkin, who, I am sure, will speak t(’) you
with all the graces of an accomplished orator. For
myself I must give it as my opinion that Odd Fellow-
ship must overcome every obstacle. I think from the
number of ladies who honor us with their presence
to-night, that we may at least conclude that if they are
not our friends, at least they are not our enemies, ~ Qur
Order has had much to contend with, but it is contend-
ing successfully, and will increase in strength with the
wax and wane of years, till it shall take hold of the pillar

of truth, and shake the temple of i
iy 3 ple of error into ten thousand

The following Song and Chorus (written by Brother
J. B. Rogerson, of Manchester, England,) was then
sung by Brother Alpass, assisted by the Brethren wh
had given the opening Chorus :—

I.

A song let usraise to the Order’s praise,
And our brethren where’er they be;

Let our hearts be light on this festal night,
And our souls from all sorrow free;

For ours is a cause whose glorious laws
Bind all in afriendly chain ;

United we stand in heart and in hand,
And discord may threaten in vain,

CHORUS.

Then a song we'll raise to the Order’s praise,
And hail it with rapturous cheers:

Let this be the toast, whilst proudly we boast—
May it flourish a thousand years!

II.

No pauper’s bell shall e’er ring a knell
hen a brother hath past away,
But many a friend to his grave shall wend,
And tears shall bedew the clay :
en at eve we meet, in communion sweet,
wln our own secluded room,
e breathe forth the name, and the virtuous fame,
Of our brothers who rest in the tomb.

CHORUS.
Then a song we'll raise, &c.
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If the mind should be from pollution free,
We refuse not a brother’s clasp,

Nor his acts do we spy with a curious eye,
But we greet him with cordial gra.sp;
Though strife abound in the worl around,

We aid not with word or deed—
Our part is to bless, and banish distress,
And care not for class or for creed.

CHORTUS.

Then a song we'll raise, &e.

After a Grand Instrumental Piece, by the Band of
the 93rd Regiment, who were in attendance, by the
kind permission of the Commanding Officer, Brother
William H. Draper, of Commercial Lodge, was called
on by the Grand Master, and spoke in nearly the follow-
ing terms :—

Labigs Axp GenTLEMEN,—When 1 first entered this
room, and witnessed the gay and brilli.ant assc:mbly
which graces it, I confess that 1 was forcibly reminded
of the language of the poet—

« Where ignorance is bliss, ‘tis folly to be wise.”

Though I have been long accustomed to addressing
large assemblies—of a very different kind, indeed, fro3n
that which I see around me to-night—yet 1 was in
happy ignorance of what it is to address such a meeting
as this; for while, on the one hand, I see many who are
ny brethren, upon whose support I can rely, and whose
concurrence I expect, yet there are others among you,
__and these not the least interesting portion of my
audience,—whose favor I can have but few claims upon,
and yet whose smiles I am most anxious to gain.

I hope that the few words I shall address to you, will
be taken, not as the mere remarks of an individual, but
rather as the expression of the sentiments of an un-
worthy member of the Order to which I belong.

The remarks of the Reverend Brother, who just now
addressed you, make it unnecessary for me to say any-
thing in favor of the Order, as to that one point upon
which he more particularly touched. You must be
convinced, from what he has told you, that Odd Fel-
lowship occupies no ground of hostility to the principles
of Christianity ; after such a statement from an author-
ity so superior to my own, I cannot venture to do more
than add my feeble testimony to his. I claim the favor-
able consideration, however, of those who, as yet, know
nothing of our Order by experience, while 1 tell them
that its principles are those of mercy and benevolence
—the principles which bind men together by brotherly
ties, and which teach every man this lesson, that the
doing good to his fellows is the vital and fundamental
principle of his duty, as a member of our Association.

I adiit that there is little in our Order to attract b
its magnificence—its claims are not those which result
from show and splendour, but rather from utility and
service to mankind; and I conceive that these entitle it
to quite as much support, as those which are possessed
by Institutions which have the most boundless wealth
and most elevated station, to adorn and dignify them.
When we view the stupendous Falls of Niagara, we
admire their grandeur, their immensity, and their sub-
limity, and we feel ourselves awed into_insignificance
in their presence, as they recall to us the Mighty Power
which gave them being.” The feeling is very different
with which we regard the gentle dew of heaven, which,
unheard as it falls unseen, drops on the herbage'g,nd
the flower, refreshing the earth with beauty and fertility,
and giving promise of the harvest to him who has toiled
in cultivating the soil. This last is the character of
our Order; it has nothing of noise or pomp, clamour

or outery ; it strikes no terror, and creates no awe; but
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within its bosom man meets man on a footing of equality,
kindness, and brotherly love; each filled with benevo-
lence of heart towards the other, and all anxious to do
good to those who need the good they can do them.

I will not stand here longer to advocate an Institution,
of whose utility so many of you are so firmly convinced ;
I will merely occupy attention for one moment, while I
say one word to that portion of my audience who can-
not make part of our Order. It may be said that we
do our fair friends an injustice, in forbidding them to
enter our Lodges. I am sure I speak the sentiment of
every Odd Fellow present, when Isay, that the strongest
reason we have for excluding them from the working
part of our Institution, is, that we think all the labor
ought to fall upon ourselves.

To this succeeded an Ode, composed for the occasion
by P. G. Hilton of Prince of Wales Lodge, which was
sung by the Choir, accompanied by Brother Hill on the
Piano Forte, and by the excellent Band of Mr. Maffre.
This piece of Music was very successful, and elicited
the warmest applause. The words, which were as un-
der, are from the pen of Brother the Rev. J. N.
Maffitt—of Massachusetts, we believe.

ODE—* HAIL! SERAPH CHARITY !”

Hail! Seraph Charity!
Upborne on balmy wings of love
From Eden’s sunny groves above,

To bless humanity.

‘When sorrow reigns and death
Thou bringest gladness to our s
Hushing the mourner’s sigh,
And pouring radiance on the eye,

Through dark’ning clouds of destiny,

Fervades,
hades ;

While Mercy’s Dove,

And Truth and Love,
The Widow’s lonely bosom cheer,
And wipe the Orphan’s bitter tear.

Then blessings on the mystic tie,
That firmly binds
Our kindred minds,

In Friendship, Truth, and Charity !

A Grand Military March was then performed, by
the Band of the 52nd; which was succeeded by the
following Address from Brother Christopher Dunkin,
V. G. of Commercial Lodge :—

Lavies anp GestLEMEN :—Following, as I do, the
worthy and Reverend Brother who first claimed your
attention, and the worthy, honorable, and learned Bro-
ther who has just sat down, I confess, that, though not
usually much troubled with bashfulness, I am not alto-
gether free from that feeling on the present occasion.

atisfied, however, that I'stand here to speak in behalf
of a good cause, and to an auditory not unwilling to be
convinced that it is good, I should feel it unnecessary
to say one word in its defence, were it not that the
more than fair half of my hearers, being ineligible for
admission to our Order, cannot be supposed familiar
with its merits. But as this more than fair half of the
present Company cannot be Odd Fellows, and as there
are besides them those here who may be, but as yet
are not, members of our Order, and who also may
therefore be uninformed about it, or more or less pre-
judiced against it, I shall venture to occupy a few
moments of your time in the otherwise superfluous task
of explaining its advantages.

Less than three years ago, there were but two
Brothers of our Order in Montreal, or, for aught I
know, in Canada. These two consulted with another

gentleman, not then a Brother, on the propriety of
taking steps to establish the Order here. He gave
them the comfortable advice, “to go home and mind
their business.” Shortly after this, however, a Lodge
of five Brothers was formed in this City, and now,
within that short time, our numbers have increased
to eight hundred;—and who, and what we are, let |
this audience, and the large number of Brethren, of
the first standing, not now present, answer! If the
Order has already made such progress, surely no one
—not even he who has not heard a word in its behalf
—can believe but that its objects must be highly
beneticial, and its means of attaining those objects, |
well calculated for the end proposed.

The principal objection urged against Odd Fellow-
ship is, that it is a secret society. In a certain sense,
no doubt, it is a secret society ; that is to say, we
have our secrets; but is that a sufficient objection? If
0, then it must be an objection to almost every other
association, for there are many more secret associations
than people generally, at first sight, would imagine.
There are few indeed, which have not, more or less,
of the element of secrecy in their constitution. Letany |
two or three gentlemen meet in the street to converse;
the conversation, if it relate to matters of importance, is
more or less secret; and every gentleman knows, that
to repeat a conversation on an important subject, is &
guilty violation of that secrecy, which every man is
bound to observe. What is every merchant’s counting
house, but a secret society ? Does a merchant allow his
clerks to speak of his secrets? Or what is the very
highest body known to the Constitution, the Ministry
of the Sovereign ? Arenotitsmembersboundto secrecy,
and that, not by the simple word of honor between
man and man, but by a solemn oath in the presence of
their Maker ? Secrecy for laudable objects, is a neces-
sary observance. If men had not confidence in one
another—if they did not know that that will not be |
divulged which should not be divulged—society must
cease to exist. Every brother of the Order will agree
with me, that whatever secrecy exists with us, it is for
a good and laudable purpose; that we do not carry the ;
principle farther than is necessary for the attainment of -
the high and holy objects which we have in view. Inany |
other sense, 1 deny that our association is a secret one.
Its places and times of meeting are known to the world.
Its Fellows and Officers are known also. The proceed-
ings of the Grand Governing Bodies which direct its
affairs are published ; and the Constitution, Rules and
By-Laws of all our Lodges are also printed, and patent
to all who will take the trouble to seek and read them.

No doubt, we have our secrets; and I will show you
in few words that we cannot but have them. Our
Association is an Order having a large and benevolent
object. We bind ourselves, one and all, to each other,
to relieve the distressed of our number, to visit the
sick, to comfort the widow, and to support the orphan.
We cannot, of course, admit every one into our Asso-
ciation ; but must we not religiously keep our secret,
whenever we may be under the necessity of refusing |
admission to any one? We must often hear of dis-
tresses, aye, and relieve them; but can we (without{
prejudice to the first principles of our Association) f
suffer them and our charities to be other than a secret!|
We are, besides, not one Lodge in a single place, but
many Lodges fraternizing with one another all the worl
over. Every Odd Fellow—whatever may be his poli-
tics, his religion, or his race—has a right, wherever he
may be, to call on his brothers and claim the fulfiliment
of their engagements towards him. Is not this a part
nership which renders secrecy at least as necessary & {
it is in any other commercial partnership? Must we
not have the means of knowing one another in ordef
that we may detect any attempt at fraud? I am 88
0Odd Fellow, says one from England, France, Germanys |

the United States, Upper Canada. How are we

_
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knpw that his representation is correct? Some may
think writing would answer the purpose ; but mere let-
ters may be forged, and We are never sure of our man
il we find that he hag got the secrets of the firm,
Which unless he were 5 member of it, he could never
have obtained,
Of this eclass only are the secrets of Odd Fellowship :
and hert_z I may remark, that the obligation to secrecy
With us is only a mora] obligation. We are nct bound
by oaths, nor i our pledge of a kind which com-
Pels any map to continue an Odd Fellow longer
than he sees good cause to do so. Any man can
lqave our lodges at any moment, and nothing prevents
him from doing so, or from leaving us with the same
freedom possessed by any man who had never been
amongst us ; except in so far as a man of honor must
feel himself obliged to abstain from divulging that,
Which if he divulged, he would be too despicable for
the notice of his fellow men. Every Odd Fellow will
further bear me out in the statement—and any man who
1S not one, may learn from our publications, which are
Association has no con-

patent to the world—that our
nexion with iolitica.l party or with religious creed.
Should any ask how we maintain the exclusion of such
subjects, I'tell him that it is by forbidding the mention
of politics or religious difference within our lodges.
Thus we cannot, it we would, advert to them. Bound
by a universal faith, in one common Father, and general
brotherhood, exacting no profession of faith—requir-
ing the pronunciation of no Shibboleth—it is impossible
that our Institution can be converted to sectarian or
political purposes, 1 have, perhaps, apologized enough
—TMore than enough—for a society which requires no
defence ; but I will say that no one can glance around
this room, adorned with so many various national em-
blems, without being impressed with the feeling, that
our communit _is too much divided ; divided by the
places of our irth, by race, by religion, unfortunately
even by 'languagc, by rank, by every other artificial
demarcation which can separate man from man. We
have few of those heart stirring recollections of a com.
mon country which belong to inhabitants of older
nds, for here we live in g young country, and, though
I hope we all love it, yet it'is possessed of few of those

h is desirable amongst us, I do
mportant means. It claims to
: bonds which have no res ect to
party differences, an teaches them, above all things, to
carry out the sentiments taught by their motto ; those
of Fnendshlp, Love, and Truth *—the Friendship which

say that it presents i
unite its members b

ich every
to carry constantly in his bosom,

P. G. Sewell, of Queen’s Lodge,
for the Province of Canada, being called upon by the
Chairman, then addressed the meeting as follows :—.
Lavies axp GENTLEMEN,—]
Blve you some details of the beneficial working of our

Order. Some persons may su}l))pose that our motives
are gurely selfish, and that our

D. D. Grand Sire

shall attempt now to

£ enevolence extends no
arther than to ourselves ; but the exhortations which are
8lven us in

e our Lodges—all that wo see and hear when
o m}gmble there—teach us to open our hearts, not to
one i ellows only, but to all mankind. I will relate
inst \Nstance, to show you that we do not forget our
Tuctions, | was, some time ago, called upon by a
°°l‘; “g’lna.n 2dvanced in years, who stated that ier
shane was ill, ang that herself ‘and family were like-
1 out of the lodgings which they occu-

( she was unable to pay six months rent
which she had been obliged to a.llovl: g) runon. Know-

—_—

ing that I should be that night at the Lodge, and fully
depending upon the charity of Odd Fellows, I felt jus-
tified in promising to send her relief the next day.
When I went down to the Lodge, I made a short ap-
peal to my Brethren, and a sum, double the amount oé'
the deficiency, was immediately collected, so that I ha

the pleasure of sending her enough for six months rent,
and something besides for the benefit of her family.
The first lesson which is taught us, is, that we are to do
to others as we should wish that they would do to us,
and that we should be unworthy of the name of Odd
Fellows, if we did not fly to the relief of a fellow crea-
ture in distress. We have every reason to believe that
our Order is a most ancient one, handed 510wn through
many generations, till the state of mankind during t I(:
last éeutury, made a reform of the Order necessary. d
was then improved and perfected, and has remaine

ever since in the state which we now see it. Our Qrde]l{'
offers many advantages to the poorer classes. W e as]

not what are the means of any man, or what is l}ls
rank in society ; we only inquire what is his rank in
the sight of God-—whether he be an honest man, who
believes in the superintending justice of one Heavenly
Father. We allow no rank in our Lodges. Every
man who enters, is at once upon an equal footing. Our
Order also benefits the rich: he may not expect to re-
quire any assistance when he comes among us—he may
be beyond the fear of pecuniary distress arising from
sickness or from death.  He may be above asking forit ;
but the time may come when by the turning of the wheel
of Fortune he may find himself at the lowest spoke, and
then he may be glad of the opportunity to come to us, not
to ask assistanceasa charity, butto demand it asaright.
He may find himself in difficulties in a foreign land, he
may be robbed, or he may be sick ; and if any of these
calamities should befall him, he will have the right o be
provided with the sums necessary .forhls 1mmed.1ate ex-
penses, for his lodgings, or for his return to his home.
Some time ago, a gentleman going through Charleston,
was robbed of all his money and clothing; he ap-
plied to a Lodge established iq that place, apd $100
were immediately supplied to him; and on his return
home, hehonorably remitted the amount. Another poor
man was murdered; upon opening h1.s trunk,‘ his travel-
ling ticket was found.  The Lodges in the city took up
his case, and sent the police after the murderer, who
was found out and executed; and the body of the un-
fortunate man was decently interred. Besi es the other
advantages whichthe society possesses, there is a fund for
the express purpose of providing for orphans and for
widows. T am happy to say that we have no orphans
at present depending on us; but if a widow cannot
educate her children, she may come and demand that
they shall be educated for her’; and that this should be

done well and effectually—not as a matter of charity,
but of right.

On the conclusion of P. G. Sewell’s Address, the
Song of “Tubal Cain” was given very effectively by
Brother Alpass, with Piano Forte accompaniment by
Brother Hill. Brother the Rev. W. A. Adamson,
Chaplain of Queen’s Lodge, was then called on by the
Chairman, and spoke as follows :—

Lapizs axp Gentremen,—There has been such a
claim for bashfulness to-night, that I am afraid there
can be none left for me; I must therefore proceed
without it. Ladies, some of the preceding s ex;lkers
have attempted to explain the secrets of Odd é o;-
ship. I tell you they are inexplicable, Mrs.b :u hz
may put in practice all her ingenious plots,. ul sT
must fail to ascertain the nature of our mystel:lesl.ll tg
the young ladies, however, I will say that we m::mh c:,
“Honor, Virtue and Fidelity”—what other qualities
can you desire in a husband? If he bave these you
may repose on him with the most entire confidence.
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To the married ladies I will say, that our Order points
out to its Members the necessity of practising ¢ Faith,
Hope and Charity;”—what better can you wish for your
husgands than that they should possess and practice
those holy endowments? If they have them, they will
be good husbands, and good fathers. We cannot ex-
plain the secrets of Odd Fellowship, but we can tell
you that all its meetings and its operations have for
their object the cultivation of Honor, Virtue and Fide-
lity, of Faith, Hope and Charity, and woman was never
the one to extinguish Charity, or Love, or Truth. When
I speak of charity and love, I talk of that which I have
only recently experienced. I am but just raised from
a sick couch, and while I'lay upon it, I had every day
by my side Brethren who were ready to watch by me
in my pain, to sooth my sorrows, and to comfort my
family in their anxieties. And I ask whether a Society
which will extend these charities, not to me only, but to
the very poorest of the community, does not deserve
the gratitude of all connected with the families of its
members. The mention of charity reminds me of a
story I once heard, of a man in Ireland who applied to
his Clergyman for relief in the following manner :—

“ Sir,” said he, “my wife was confined last night”.

“ What, again!”” returned the Clergyman.

“Yes, Sir,” said he, “thanks be to God! I've got
seven of "em, but the truth of it is, that I've not got a
rag to put on the child, nor a bit to give the woman.”

“Well, but,” said the clergyman, “I thought that
when God sent a child, he always sent something to
provide for it.”

“ So he does, please vou, Sir,” said the man; ¢« He
has sent me the child, and has sent your Reverence the
means.”

Now, my friends, you have the means, and we Odd
Fellows, as we are, have the children.

At this stage of the proceedings, the hour announced
for the opening of the Supper Room (ten o’clock) hav-
ing arrived, a good many of those present moved off in
that direction. The supper, which was provided by
Brother Tetu, was laid out in the room on the third
story, designated, in our notice of the building last
month, asthe Encampment Room.  Although the tables
were extended as far as the size of the room would
permit, viz., in a parallelogram about 143 feet in cir-
cumference, yet, from the number present, only a por-
tion could gain access to them at a time; it was there-
fore necessary that the company should be admitted in
successive relays, not much, as may be guessed, to the
improvement of the patience of those who found them-
selves for a time excluded. Our contemporary of the
Montreal Transeript thus humorously notices this por-
tion of the evening’s proceedings :—

“We did not perceive that Odd Fellowship intro-
duced any new feature into this part of the business.
Friendship, here, meant helping your neighbour to fowl
—Love, doing the amiable to the ladies—and Truth.
in not denying the presei.ce of a spoonful of jelly, when
requested to hand down the same.”

In the meantime, several pieces of music were per-
formed below, by the Bands in attendance, including
the fine Bugle Band of the 52d Light Infantry; and
towards eleven o'clock, all united in “ Gop Sive tng
QuEeen 1”

This concluded the “ Celebration Proper,” and the
R. W. Grand Master then vacated the Chair ; but the
rooms were still nearly as densely filled as they had

been at the commencement of the evening ; and those |

present seemed as yet “too happy to part.”

The Lodge Room (a description of which was given
in our last*) had been some time previously thrown
open as a Promenade Room; and it was amusing to
notice the timidity—half real, half feigned—with which
some of the fair strangers entered its mystic precincts,
as if fearful that some of the awful mysteries of Odd
Fellowship might suddenly burst on their astonished
vision. A handsome piano (furnished, like that in the
large Hall, by Brother Warren) had been placed in
this room, and a number of Brothers, gathering round
it, joined in several Gleesand Catche ,in a mode which,
while it spoke much in favor of the musical talent of
the Order, seemed to dissipate any slight feeling of
alarm and distrust that might still linger in the fair
breasts around; nay, as the evening advanced, and
when the harmony again burst forth—as it did at
intervals during the evening—some of the fair sisters
even gathered courage to join their sweet voices in
the strain.

While Euterpe thus “ predominated” above, her sis-
ter, Terpsichore, had found a “footing” below. Seve-
ral of the younger Brothers of the (’rder, no doubt
anxious to gratify themselves, as well as their fair part-
ners, had engaged the services of Mr. Maffre’s efficient
Quadrille Band, and dancing was kept up, for some
time after, with much spirit.

With the exception of the one point we have already
alluded to, the proceedings seemed to give almost uni-
versal satistaction ; and even towards that, most present
seemed disposed to be very indulgent. The utmost
harmony and good feeling prevailed, and we are sure
that this Festival will be productive of the best effects
towards the interests of Odd Fellowship in Montreal.

ALBION LODGE.—NO. 4.
QUEBEC.
E. L. Montizambert, P G., James Maclaren, Sec.

George Hall, N. G. William Holehouse, P. §.
Jas. A. Sewell, M. D, V. G., P. Sheppard, Treasurer.

William Cole, W.; P. Sinclair, C.; J. Hethrington,
R.S.N.G.; W J. Newton, L. S. N. G.; D. A. Ross,
R.S. V. G.; David Coyle, L. S. V. G.; J. Boomer and
James Duffet, R. § L. 8. S.; Wm. Fitch, I. G.; Z. Wil-
liams, O. G.

VICTORIA LODGE.—NO. 6.
BELLEVILLE.
A. Judd, N. G. E. W. Holton, P. Secretary.

N. Jones, V. G. S. Bartlett, Secretary.
F. McAnnany, Treasurer.

STADACONA ENCAMPMENT.—NO. 2.
QUEBEC.

John H. Hardie, C. P. Wilcock Lecheminant,J, W.
John R. Henley, H. P. Willis Russel, Scribe.

A. J. Joseph, S. W. Wm. Holehouse, F. Scribe.

Samuel Wright, Treasurer.

The above are new Lists of Officers received since

our last. A complete list of the Officers of the dif-

ferent Lodges and Encampments in the Province, will

=
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appear in our next number.

* See page 8.




