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NEWS OF THE SERVICE.

Our readers ave requestad to contribute promptly to this department all im-
portant items of Mihitey News affccting theiv own corps, districts or fricnds, coming
under their notice.

Commanding oficers and adjutants should see that full partiounlars are promptly
sent of anything out of the ordinary thit "y be done i connection witls thew corps, Al
members of the force are invited to express their opinion on sabjects under discussion or
to make suggestions that may improve the efticicncy of the service.
inserted

1T news items are not
and this may frequently happens it will be becausc other ind perhiaps more im-

portant matter has come in abicad of itoor the news may be stale, Lack of space nsuadly

prevents the publication of full scoves at other than the ager matches,
Opinions expressed in correspondence ire ot necessarily the views of Tk Gazerry.
in fact we often materially differ from our correspondents.
.\(l(ll‘c,\\,
Trr Canaman Minirary Gazsene,
Montreal,

REGIMENTAL NEWS.
THE 23T BATTALION INSPECTED,

I annual inspection of the 25th  Battalion took place at St
T Thomas on Monday evening, November 16, instead ol on
the dates mentioned in last issue.  The change was welcome, all
preferring to get the ordeal over in one long parade. The inspec-
tor of infantry, Lieut.-Col. Otter, of Toronto, was accompanied by
Licut.-Col. . Smith, D.0.C., of London. The former inspected
the right half and the latter the left half battalion. While the 25th
Battalion did not come out of this trving ordeal without some errors,
the members have the gratification of knowing that the result must
be better than any previous year. ‘The regiment was over-strength,
and had a full compliment of ofticers (save that the Majority is
vacant), something never before happening in the corps’ history.
‘The sole weakness displaved on inspection was the work in sections
and company drill,

The furnishing of the new officers’ guarters at the ** 25th Batt.
Club " has been completed, and the rooms are now occupied by
them. The non-coms. have also taken possession of their new
yuarters. By the addition of the new quarters the members of the
corps now flatter themselves that they have the most extensive and
complete ~'ab rooms in Western Ontario.  The formal openings of
the new quarters have not vet taken place, but an carly announce-
ment of details may be expected.

Iiverything possible that can be done will be inaugurated to
keep up the esprit de corps during the winter months, when there is
no drill.  The open-air rink is in course of construction, and all
sorts of ice sports will take place there. Fach member of the reyi-
ment will have the full privileges extended to him.

The last Gazirre contains the notice of the promotion to a
captainey of Lieut. Geo. W. Campbell, who for some time has been
in command of A" Co. 1 of the appointment of Mr. I 1. Wel-
don to be second lieutenant, and of the transfer of 2nd-Lieut. ).
W. B. Spry from the 35th Batt. to the 25th.

Lieut.-Col. C. A. O Malley, formerly commandant of the 25th,
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gave evidence of the interest ex-members take in the local corps
by writing a congratulatory letter to Lieut.-Col. Stacey, **on the
splendid showing of the 25th on inspection.”” Col. O'Malley’s
letter was a very interesting one, as it referred to military matters
as far back as 1864, at which time he was semor to lieut.-Col.
Otter, and the present commanding officer of the Queen's Own
(Toronto) was a private in Col. (then Capt.) O'Malley’s company.
This gentleman now resides at Niagara FFalls.  The letter will go
amony the archives of the regiment as one of its most interesting
documents.

At last, shooting has been done on the long-looked-for ritle
range.  Thanksgiving Day was the opening day, and a large
number availed themselves of the opportunity of doing target
practice.

The officers of the 25th Batt. entertained the inspecting officers
at dinner at the 25th Batt. Club on the evening of inspection,

WiLL Dagge.
PRINCESS LOUISE FUSILIERS INSPECTED,

The city brigade of militia will have good reason to be thankfu!
when the new drill hall is completed, for the accommodation for
the force in this city the past five years has been simply scandalous.
This total want of conveniences is felt more as the time for the
annual inspection comes on, when the weather calls for some shelter
for the men who assemble for drill.  The last of our city corps has
now been inspected, and none too soon, for the weather has
hecome too cold for drill in the open air and the ruins of the old
drill shed do Inot give either proper shelter or afford room for
modern military movements,

Lieut.-Col. Maunscll inspected the 66th I'rincess lLouise Fusi-
liers on Tuesday, the 23th ult., and the inspecting officers and
the ofticers commanding the regiment must have been well pleased.
It had been raining all day, but, fortunately, cleared up just
hefore night, and, while the drill ground was soft and muddy, the
weather was much milder than could be expected so late in the
season. As the men paraded without overcoats, this was fortunate.

On Tuesday night the inspecting ofticers were received by the
Fusiliers in line, or rather in three sides of a square, for the yvard is
not large enough to receive in line, and this fine body of men cer-
tainly looked well and must be a source of pride to Col. Humphrey
and his officers.  They were 504 strong.  The stail was received
with a salute, and then inspected the regiment.  The band and fife
and drumy corps was particularly  noticed, they being in full
strength.  After the manual and firing exercises Major Weston took
charge, but the space was too small to handle so large a body, and
very little could be done. The D.O.C. next proceeded with com-
pany inspection, the companies commanded by Capts. King,



Chipman and Brown being inspected.  On Wednesday evening the
companies under Capts. Ritchie and Stairs

inspected, and the remaining {wo companies, those of Capts. Whit-

Davicdson, were
man and Nagle, had their turn on I'riday evening. Col. Humphrey
is & modei C.0.; he has his regiment well in hand, and while he
has not the name of being a martinet, a very good state of disci-
pline exists in the corps. Major Weston, the next in command, is
well known to the active militia of the Dominion, being a promi-
nent marksman and for some time secretary of our P.R.A.  Major
Menger is not so well known to his comrades outside Halifax. He
15 a good officer, who, by his long and painstaking services to his
regiment, has made himself worthy of the rank he holds. The
adjutant, Major Kenny, is a son of Thos. IX. Kenny, late M.P.
for Halifax, who was himself, when a young man, an officer in the
city volunteers. The result of the inspection will show that the
company ofhcers are up in their duties, and, taken all together, the
(othis a regiment that any city in the Dominion might be proud of.

The physical drill proved particularly hard on the eiderly men
at the inspection and is a very objectionable feature of the inspection.
The movements serve no good purpose and are only practised for the
inspection. There is little enough timeat the evening parades to learn
the regular drill.  They would be all right for corps in educational
institutions, or if practised regularly every week in the year, but as
part of the routine for the annual inspection, should have been left
out. .\ man of middle age who has served ten or fiftecen years in
the ranks, or fifteen or twenty years in the regular army, does no
care for this part of the performance and is very reluctant to take
off his belt and unbutton his tunic to go through the ‘* three prac-

tices.”' OUTrosT,

GUN DRILEL AT VICTORIA,
The exhibition of field gun dril} given by detachments from No,
1 Company of the Fifth Regiment C. 2\, last evening in connection
with the weekly band concert, proved a very interesting feature of
the programme, while the good attendance demonstrated that these
popular concerts are steadily growing in the public estimation.
Lieut.-Col. Peters and Major Irving acted as umpires for the com.
petition, while Major Gregory and Capt. Blanchard were the time-
keepers.  The guns used were the new 13-pr. R.OMLUL. field guns of
500 pounds, and the rapidity with which the pieces were dismount-
cd. mounted and fired reflects great credit on the men and their
instructor, Sergt.-Major Mulcahy.  No 2 detachment, under Corpl.
Nevin, won both shifts, the time from the order “lLoad ™ tll the
sun and carriage were dismounted being 1 minute 24 scconds ;
while the time from the order ** Mount gun and carriage ™ to the
Thetime made
1.24 1-5 and
2.06 2-5 respectively,  Licut.-Col. Peters, 1).0.C., complimented
the men on the way in which they had gone through the drill.—
Victoria, B.C., Daily Colonist.

completion of “unloading ™ the gun was 2.00 1-3.
by No. t detachment under Sergt.-Major Wilson wa

INSPECTION OF THE 387TH.

The absorbing issue in military circles in the Telephone City
has been the annual inspection which was held on November 19
and 20.  Lieut.-Col. Buchan conducted the mspection, which was
satisfactory in most respects to the local interest.  Armories were
sone through by the inspecting officer on the afternoon of the 19th,
and could not fail to prove satisfactory, as in almost every case
they had been neatly fitted up at the expense of the individual
companies. A, B CT and DT Companies were put
through their paces in company drill in the evening.  Regarding
the movements given these companies considerable criticism has
heen heard. ‘The local newspapers had representatives on the
ground, and the foilowing day one of them published an article

which handled  Licut.-Col.  Buchan without gloves, alleging that
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he had maliciously tangled up the companies in order to make
capital for an argument in favor of the usefulness of the permanent
corps.

Battalion drill was held the following evening, and the regiment
acquitted itsell admirably. The turnout was two men over strength,
although the establishment is five officers short.

The season thus brought to 2 close has been a most satisfactory
one in every respect. ‘The esprit de corps was much higher than
at any former period in the history of the regiment, and the pros-
pects for next vear are decidedly bright. Efforts are being put
forth to hold the battalion together over the winter months, and
it is to be hoped that this can be managed.

SUBALTERN.

A GOOD ENTERTAINMENT AT ST. JOHNS,
The following notice of the first performance of the St. Johns
garrison minstrel troupe is condensed from The St. Johns News :

The first performance of the above newly formed iroupe took
place at Black’s Opera House on Tuesday, December 1, 1896. To
say that everyone enjoyed himself thoroughly and that nearly all
were surprised at the excellence of the entertainment would be to
confine criticism strictly within the limit of truth,  The house was
well filled by the elite of the town, and nearly every seat was taken
in advance. All the officers of the depot were present, viz.:
Lieut.-Col. 1)'Orsennens, 1.O.C. ; Surg. Lieut.-Col. F., \\, Camp-
bell, Major Young and Capts. McDougall, Chinic and Fages. A
programme was given in which there was not a dull or uninterest-
ing feature.

Sergt.-Bugler Ringuette led the orchestra in his accustomed
masterly style. The end men, who were simply irrepressible, were
Corp. Wilson and Lee.-Corp. Miller (bones), and Hosp.-Serat,
Cotton and I'te. Lincoln (tambourines), while Pte. Pratt was fully
up to the mark as interlocutor.  Where all did so well, surpass-
ing many professional troupes that have visited St. Johns, it would
be insidious to particularize.  Stll, we cannot refrain from paying
tribute to the cultured voice and bearing of 'te. Mullane, a Victoria
Cross hero.  His rendition of that sweet old ballad, * Come into
the Garden, Maud,” was deservedly encored, as also the solo on
the cornet, by Pte. Lefebvre, who plays this instrument to perfec-
tion.  Surg. Licut.-Col. Campbell completely metamorphosed him-
self in his character as an old southern negro. Ile was exceedingly
droll.  The song and dance was encored to the eche, as also was
the Irish jig, whilst the tableau, ** The Sons of the Empire,”” which
was a fitting finale to Drill-Sergt. Roberts’ stirring patriotic song,
was in one sense the piece de resistance of the evening.  ‘The faree
at the close, in which Hosp.-Sergt. Cotton took the principal part,
was simply inimitable.  Alltogether the entertainment was one

long to be remembered and would bear repetition at an early date.

The successful launching of the troupe is in a great measure due
to the untiring cflorts of the manager, Sergt. Cotton, and the stage
manager, P'te. Lincoln, assisted by a hard-working committee.

COBOURG GLALS

GOOD INSPECTION.,

On Friday, gthinst., Col. Cotton, D.O.C., inspected that crack
military organization, the Cobourg Battery of Garrison Artillery.,
The battery paraded in full strength at Victoria Hall, under the
command of Capt. W. F. MacNachtan, and were then marched by
him to the grounds of Victoria University. Col. Cotton, attended
by Lieut. 5. A, MacNachtan and Mr. Bowen, the contractor of the
C., N, and I'. Railroad, then drove upon the grounds, and gave the
battery a most minute and critical examination, after which the
men were put through the company movements by Capt. Mac-
Nachtan, while the manual and iiving exercises were taken by
Lieut. MacNachan. Although sadly handicapped by having about



two inches of snow on the ground, while at the same time a cold,
raw northeast wind swept the old campus, officers and men did
remarkably well, not a single hitch occurring to mar the beauty of
the movements. Theremainder of the afternoon was spent in the
cun shed, where the four sections underwent a most crucial test.
ILach N.C.O. in charge of a section was required to give the full
detail in everything pertaining to the gun drill.  This called for a
areat deal more than mere memory work ; yetit proved conclusively
that the N.C.O."'s are above the average in the matter of instructing,
After seeing the very creditable manner in which officers, N.C.0O."s
and men acquitted themselves under the eyes of the inspecting
officer, it is not at all surprising that the Coboury Battery has for so
long a time maintained its high position as the leading company of
Garrison  Artillery in the Dominion. It was pleasing to note the
great interest taken in the inspection by the two former command-
ing officers of the battery. Capt. Dumble, who commanded the
company from its organization, May 4, 1866, to April 18, 1890,
and Capt. McNaughton, commanding officer from the latter date
to june 1, 1894, were both present, and helped very matenally to
enthuse the officers and men by their presence. Majors McCaughey
and Snclgrove, Capt. and Adjt. Hamilton, goth Batt., and Licut.
Dumble, R.1 (Halifax), who is spending his furlough with his
father, Capt. Dumble, were also on the grounds, thus contributing
to that esprit de corps which should always obtain between the dif-
ferent arms of the service.  One very noticeable feature of the in-
spection was the number of ladies who braved the inclemency of
the weather in order to be present, thus showing the hold the
© Battery Boys ™" have upon the affections of the citizens.

Capt. Campbell, No. 1 Co., joth Batt., is prospecting in Ross-
land, B.C.

QUERPC GARRISON cLUn,

The Garrison Club recently decided to build an addition 1o the
club for the purpose of instituting a +* Squash Ball.™  The capital
required, some $£3,500, was readily subseribed, and work has al-
ready been commenced on the foundations.  This will add very
constderably to the attractions of the clul, and wilt doubtless mean
anincrease in the membership.  The suggestion was brought for-
ward by Capt. WL |0 Ray, of the Sth Roval Ritles.

tn the gth inst, the R Co AL Ouadrille Club gave another
dance in the Citadel. The orchestra was supplied by the regi-
mental band, and, as on former oceasions of a like nature, those
present enjoved themselves heartily.

A smoking concert will take place at the cluby on Saturday, _he
12th inst., at which the Hon, Dr. Borden has been invited to at-
tend.

The explanations accorded to those who applied for information
on the famous G, O, No. 73, have not as vet proved satisfactory,
and the outcoine of the whole business is watched for with interest.
This matter of brevet promotion is creating more interest in militia
circies than was probably expected, otherwise it is thought the
order would not have been allowed to pass so quickly into force.

ParTroL.,

ROVAL CANADIAN ARTIVLERY,

On the 4th inst. the Royal Canadian Artillery, stationed at
(luehec, lost one of their members in the person of Trumpeter M.
Thomson, of **B"" Field Battery, aged 16 years and g months,
His remains were laid at iest in Mount Hermon Cemetery on the
7thiinst.  Sergt. Fngletield was in charge of the firing party.  The
music was supplied by the regimental band and the coffin drawn on
a gun sleigh, drawn by six horses.
were the following officers :

Among others in attendance

Licut.-Cols, (. I, Montizambert and
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J. . Wilson, Majors Farley, Rutherford and Benson, Capts.
Thacker, P'anet, Pelletier, Benyon and Ogilvy.

The Royal Canadian Artillery Foothall Team at Quebec have
heen very successful so far in their matches with other corps and
stand a very good chance of becoming the champions. They have
heen doing some hard practice, and as the composition of the team
includes Capts. H. A. Panet and J. H. C. Ogilvy, who devote con-
siderable time in the way of coaching their team, it is anticipated
they will carry the honors at the termination of the matches.
‘I'hese are being held in the drill hall. Parror.,

THE §TH ROYAL RIFLES,

The Sth Royal Ritles have set up a Morris tube range in one
of the galleries of the drill hall, and which was opened on the
cvening of the gthinst.  Capt. H. J. Lamb, of «C"" Company,
is to be congratulated upon the results of his efforts in this connec-
tion, as much of the credit is due to him. Sergt. Genest, the
cfhicient caretaker of the drill hall, has been hard at work helping
placing the target, cte., and has proved as usual the right man in
the right place. 'The conditions of the shooting are as follows :

Shooting will take place on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday of each week.  Two nights in the week will be reserved
for matches.  No man will be allowed to fire more than 135 rounds,
if there are others wailing to fire,
always be taken as final.

The marker's decision will
There will be two aggregate nights per
week, namely, Tuesday and Friday from 7 to 10 pom., starting
on Friday the 1ith inst — Competitors will be divided into three
classes, the tst and 2nd being  chosen according to their standing
in the ritle associvtion, and the 3rd class will consist of green shots,
Asilver spoon will begiven in each class for aggregate of the three
highest scores out of four matches held in any fortnight.  There
will be tive rounds fired at cach of the three ranges, and no sight-
ing shots will be allowed.  Score to be kept by a commissioned
ofticer 5 if none present the senior N.C.O, in auendance to take
charge of same. These competitions will do considerable vood,
and already much interest has been manifested, not only by the
members  of the battdion, but by ex-members, several oftivers
having already promised to donate spoons as prizes.  Parror.,
TIE QTN BATTALION'S EARLY START,

The gth Batt. have decided to commence their annual trainiog
on the 25th of February, a date carlier than in former years, with
the view of permitting as much work bheing done as possible betme
the annual inspection. Capt. Ouellet, the adjutant, has organized
a class of mmstruction for non-commissioned officers.  So far, two
classes have heen held, and which were well attended.  "This will
doubtless help the battalion considerably during their training, as
apon the N.C.O."s will devolve much of the work. A\ like step
on the part of the Sth R. R. would doubtless vesult to their advant-
age. Parror,

ENTERTAINMENTS AT MONTREAL,

‘There is very little doing around the ditferent battalions at pre-
sent.  Festivities seem to be the ovder of the day.  Armories are
being touched up for the numerous events that will take place he-
tween now and Christmas.

are, indeed, a credit.

some of the designs by the carctakers
One or two of the battalions have started a
cowrse of socials. These are becoming more popular, as the ofticers
and non-coms. recognize the good these events do towards drawing
the men move closely together during the off seasons, They cannot
he encouraged too much, and it is pleasing to sec the interest that
the ofticers take in the events got up by the men.  The Montreal
corps are greatly handicapped in comparison with the Toronto

corps.  They have not got the recreation space provided for the
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more fortunate western corps. It is a wonder, indeed, that the
Montreal corps keep up as they do, for there is little, if anything,
in the way of recreation provided for them.

The D.C.R.C. Hussars held the first social of the season last
Friday. It was a great success and reflected great credit on Sergt.-
Major Lilly and his committee. ‘The armory reminded one more
of a cavalry room in some of the crack mounted regiments in the Old
Country.  Sergt.-Instructor Hawker has not forgotten the knack
of getting up a nice display with the accoutrements of a cavalryman.
His piece of work made up of swords, scabbards and cleaning rods,
and hung from the ceiling, was much commented on and showed
great ingenuity on the part of the designer.

The quarters of the field battery are also very well got up and
smack a good deal of regularism. The display at a social is well
worth going to see. The Montreal infantry corps may not be able
to make such a fine show with their armories as the Toronto men,
still with what room they have they are indeed a credit to any ais-
trict, and as for the cavalry and field battery quarters they would
give points to the same corps west.

The officers of the 65th Battalion gave a very enjoyable smoker
on Wednesday night. The different city corps were all represented.

The sergeants of the 2nd R.C.A. tendered a dinner tothe mem-
bers of the Shoeburyness Team, They were Lieut.-Col. Cole,
commandant of the team ; Sergt.-Major Fellowes, QQuartermaster-
Sergt. McGuiness, Sergts. Morrison and Gillis, and Bombr. Dickson.

ROVAL SCOTS QUALIFYING.

‘The examining board in connection with the class for promotion
of the Royal Scots will make their final examination on Friday
night.  This class has done good work, which will no doubt bear
good results before next season is over. The Scots are going on
the principle, and a very good one too, that no promotion will be
given unless the applicant has a proficiency certificate granted by
the board.  This does away with any favoritism, and at the same
time has a healthy influence on the rank and file, for they will
recognize that the non-coms. are better qualified than has hereto-
fore been the case. Major Lydon, who had the class in hand,
is to be congratulated on having not only kept up the atten-
dance, but at the same time imparted his instruction in such a
manner that the class now over would be able to hold its own with
any similar class in the Dominion. .

THE VICST CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES.

The attendance at the Morris tube competition, in connection
with the different battalions, is well maintained and some very good
scores have been made during the past week. The money spent
by the companies for prizes for this competition is well expended, as
shooting is entered into with such healthy rivalry that this practice
does a great deal towards keeping up 2 company's reputation on
the rifle range.

The Victoria Ritles recognize this winter work as being of great
assistance to them. A challenge vase has been presented by Lieut.
Starke for section competition in Morris tube shooting. Capt.
Meakins has also offered a cup for the best company in the bat-
talion.  The aim of the officers of the Vics. is to have every man
in the regiment learn the use of the ritle. The fight for the trophies
will be the means of drawing the men out to this work.

No. 5 Co. Victoria Riiies (Capt. Wilscn) held its annual dinner
on Saturday, when a jolly time was spent. During the course of
the evening Colei-Sergt. Phillips, who is retiring, was the recipient
of a present {from the company for his efforts in keeping the com-
pany up to its present standard of efficiency.

No. 3 Co. Victoria Rifles held their annual supper on Friday night.
Capt. Meakins presided.  (“eneral regret was expressed at Capt.
Meakins having to sever his connection with the company, he hav-

ing received the junior majority of the regiment. At the same
time congratulations on his promotion were heartily tendered.
Capt Meakins has been identified with No. 3 since 1878, he having
Joined that year as a private.

A most successful concert was given by the cycle corps of the
Victoria Rifles in the armory on Thursday night. During the
evening Col. Starke, C.O., presented the prizes to the successful
competitors. Mr. Wyness won the mileage prize, having ridden no
less than 972 miles during the club’s sunmer rides. Col. Starke
spoke of the great assistance these corps were to a regiment, and
said that during the recent parades of the regiment he found them
invaluable and much better adapted for the work than horses.

ARTILLERY INSPECTED.

At a meeting of No. 2 Co., R.C.A., of Montreal, which was
held the other night, Gnr. Sharpe was presented with the handsome
Ogilvy Cup for the highest score.  This cup now belongs to Gnr.
Sharpe, he having won it once before.

Lieut.-Col. Montizambert, R. C.A\., inspector of artillery, was
in Montreal last week and inspected the stores of the field battery
and artillery. He expressed himself highly pleased with the way
they were kept.

COTE ST. LUC RANGES USELESS.

Lieut.-Col. Houghton, 1).0.C., spent a couple of days inspect-
ing the ranges at Cote St. Luc last week. Mention has already
been made of the dangerous condition of these ranges, and it is
needless to go further into the matter, as everyone who has shot
over them is fully aware of their condition. They would be quite
unfit for the new rifle, and even to shoot with safety with the old
rifle they would requnre to be greatly repaired. Col. Houghton and
the architect are both preparing a report on the matter. They will
report on the unsatisfactory condition, and recommend that the
present ranges require a good deal of patching before they would
be of service with the old rifle, and if the new rifle is to be used
that new ranges will be required. Shooting men are anxiously
awaiting some definite plan from the Department, as they are
thoroughly disgusted with the present state of affairs.

NEW RIFLES IN MONTREAL,

A consignment of the new ritles arrived in Montreal this week.

IZach of the corps is to receive 25 for instructional purposes. Dy

this it would seem that the general distribution is not far distant,
and that the Sniders will soon be ‘‘retired as unfit for further ser-
vice."" It is to be hoped that classes of officers will now be formed.
so that they may have a thorough knowledge of the weapon before
it goes into general use. A large number of the officers know
little or nothing about the mechanism of a ritle, as in the past this
part of instruction seems to have been omitted from an officers’ class.

Forr GEORGE.

THE NEW RIFLE IN TORONTO.

The main topic in regimental circles in Toronto is the N.C.0.
classes.  The Highlanders are already at work, and the Oueen’s
Own and Rovyal Grenadiers will start early in January. The classes
are particularly interesting this year on account of the necessity for
instruction in the new rifle, 25 stand of which have been served out
to each battalion. In this connection it is worthy of note that 23
stand of arms per battalion is a decidedly small allowance, especi-
ally when it is remembered that it is in the highest degree advisable
to put all the N.C.O.’s already in the corps through this course. [t
is understood that two of the corps applied for at least double the
number, but could get only the 25 allotted. Thus they will be
obliged to have two or three classes instead of one, and will thus
be put to inconvenience, and sometimes expense.

Mr. Arthur I, Taylor is to enter the Highlanders.

Major Hay has retired from the Royal Grenadiers. Capt.
Trotter is the senior qualified captain and so, it is generally sup-
posed, will succeed to the vacant majonty.
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COMPARATIVE EFFICIENCY RETURNS.

THE STANDING OF THE CITY CORPS OF NO. 2 DISTRICT.

THE 13TH CAPTURE THE CZOWSKI CUP.
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GENFERAL KITCHENER’S REMARKABLE CAREER.

PRESENT Sirdar, or Commander-in-
Chief, of the Egyptian army is barely forty-
seven years of age. Heis an lrishman
and hails from county Kerry. There is
an old proverh current in the west of lve-
land to the effect that if Kerry cattle are
small Kerry men are big—Dbig in stature,
big in muscle and big in brain and un-
derstanding. Horace Herbert Kitchener
is no exception to this rule, for he stands a tritle over six feet in his
stockings, and a smarter or braver soldier never drew breath.

Likethe late General Gordon, Kitchenerisa Roval Ingineer ofii-
cer; and he made his first acquaintance with the East in 1874, when
he was despatched to Palestine in charge ol asurveying expedition,
I’riov to this, however, he had seen plenty of active serviee, having
fousht as a volunteer in the Franco-Garman war.

In 1882 his chance came.
expedition in the neighborhood of the Dead Sea, when news was
brought by Aral runners of the total destruction of Hicks Pasha’s
army of 10,000 men by the forces of the Mahdi.

He was engaged in a surveving

The intelligence
created the wildest excitement among the native tribes, and the
vreatest consternation in the minds of the rulers of Egypt.  All
communication with the disaffected districts was cut oft; but a preuty
clear record of the advancing tide of Mahdism was kept by the
ever-widening area of telegraphic silence, as station after station fell
into the hands of the conquerors.

In this crisis it became absolutely necessary that someone upon
whom the Government could rely should penetrate to the Mahdi's
camp, and discover what were his plans, and the exact means he
possessed for carrving themout. It was aservice of infinite danyer.
Not death alone, but death preceded by the inost fiendish tortures
that Oriental cruelty should suggest, was the certain fate of a de-
tected spy.

LIFEE AS A SPY,

““They will roast vou alive, or tlog vou to death as they did So-
and-so and So-and-so,"" urged one of the officials who knew of his
intention ; but Kitchener pooh-poohed their warnings. A\ few days
later an Arab date-seller set out from Korti. It was the young Iin-
aineer officer, who thenceforth hecame lost to civilization for the
space of some years.

An account of what he saw and suffered during that werrible
time would il a volume. Three times in one week he was fired
at by wandering bands of robbers, and over and over again he was
wounded. Only a short time back, while dining, a Dervish Rem-
ington bullet fell on his plate from the back of his throat, where it
had long lain imbedded.

At Omdurman he witnessed the exccution of a supposed spy by
flogving.  The unfortunate man was whipped until the tlesh hung
in shireds from his body, and his whole back, from the shoulders to
the loins, was one vast gaping wound. Then he was tiken down ;
rock-salt, seasoned with a liberal allowance of the strong red pepper
of the country, was rubbed into his hurts, and after being fastened
face downwards in the blazing sun, he was left to dic.

for nearly forty hours in indescribable anguish.

e lingered

That Sir H. Kitchener escaped a similat fate is due to his wide
and intimate acquaintance with astern habits and modes of life.
Needless to say, he speaks \rabic like a native, and s, in addition,
conversant with every ** batt "' —i.c., local dialect —spoken hetween
Cairo and Khartoum.

As a proof of this may he mentioned an incident that occurred
during Gen. Wolseley's advance up the Nile.  One dark night two
suspicious-fooking characters were caught prowling round the camp,
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and confined in the guard-tent. Half an hour later the patrol stum-
bled upon a third Arab stranger, who was quickly arrested and sent
to keep his compatriots company. No sooner was the new arrival
thrust inside the tent than an animated dialogue commenced, and
was continued for the best part of an hour. At the end of that
time the flap of the tent-door was quietly lifted, and Kitchener
stepped out. ‘I am going to the General's quarters,”” he ex-
plained to the astonished sentry ; ** see that you keep a sharp eye
on those two scoundrels in there. They are Dervish spies.”” A
short whispered consultation, followed by a few brief directions,
and the affair was settled. At daybreak next morning the two
Arabs were marched out a little way into the desert, forced to dig
their own graves, and then shot.

THE WORK OF REORGANIZNTION,

The omnipresence and ubiquitousness of General Kitchener has
long been an article of faith among such of our ‘Tomnues as have
had the zood luck to see active service in Fgypt.  * Throw a stone
at a negwer, and vou'll hit the Sirdar,”” they say.
dates back from Wolscley's campaign.

This proverb also
Kitchener was working in
disguise amonyg the fellaheen on the wiver bank when a soldier
threw a piece of sandstone at him, inflicting a nasty scalp wound.
The next morning the too-accurate marksman was paraded at the
orderty-room, and taught that even a ** bloomin™ niguer ' possesses
rivhts,

Kitchener dearly loves his work.  ‘Fo wim the LEgyptian army
Ten years awo the fellaheen soldiers of the
ancient land of the ’haraohs were a byword and a reproach wher-
cver their name was known.

owes everything,

I'ive thousand of them, under Baker
Pasha, broke and fled before the Dervishes at il ‘Telb after the
fashion of a flock of frightened sheep. Hundreds allowed them-
selves to be speared to death without ever attempting resistance,

Military men were in despair.

“The Egyptian is a coward to the backbone, and he will never
be anything clse.  Centuries of oppression and injustice have

broken his spirit,”” 50 said one famous authority,

*“Give him a chance. The same
blood courses in his veins as runs in those of the wild Arabs of the
desert.

neediul.”’

“ Not s0,”" urged Kitchener.
Discipline, discipline, discipline—that is the one thing

So, with the Khedive's firman in his pocket, and a strong be-
lief, amounting almost to a conviction, in the excellence of his new
materials, he set to work. [n twelve months he had completely ve-
organized the Egyptian army.  T'he indiscriminate usc of the whip
was strictly forbidden ; peculation, bribing and corruption were
put down with a stern hand ; and every individual officer and man
was made to feel that the eve of a master was upon him.

A MARVELLOUS TRANSFORMATION,

Swift to recognize merit, and possessing vast and arbitrary
powers, he allowed no one nor anything to stand in the way of the
task he had set himself to accomplish.  One of the first officers to
be superseded was a personal friend and a relative of the Khedive.
As far as possible he avoided having recourse to extreme measures,
but when the time came to act he did not shirk his duty. o one
day no fewer than three general citicers, who refused to resign their
commissions, were tried by court-martal and cashiered.

Slowly and surely the result of his measures was seen in the
increased cfficiency of the force he commanded. The privates no
longer cowered and shrank away when passing one of tiieir officers,
The ofticers began to take an intelligent interest in the welfare of
their men.  The first real test of his work took place at Joski,
when, on August 3rd, 188¢, the Egyptian cavalry, supported by
the 2oth Hussars, successtully withstood the repeated  desperate
charges of Wad-el-Njumi's fanatical spearmen.  Wheniit is reflected
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that it was these same spearmen who, on two separate occasions,
actually succeedes . hreaking a British square, this feat appears
in its true ligh.

‘The cavalry on this occasion was led by Kitchener in person,
and more than one Lmir recognized the *“spy of the Soudan.’
Afterwards, when the prisoners were brought in for interrogation,
the scene was :-o0.. ;aughable. This one had known him as a
merchant at Dongola ; to another he was a slave-dealer of Kor-
osko ; while yet a third remembered him ashaving hawked dhurra
(millet) cakes about the streets of Omdurman. Needless to say,
they one and all evinced boundless astonishment at recognising in
their quendan acquaintance the most dreaded and most renowned
warrior in the kgyptian service.

Since then things have altered greatly. Slatin Pasha has
escaped ficn the clutches of the Mahdi, and, with Major Wingate,
directs the Intelligence Department of the ligyptian army.  There
is now no need for a white man to take his life in his hand and
penctrate in search of information into the regions that still own the
sway of the Mahdi's successor. A constant stream of native spies
passes backwards and forwards between the British outposts at
Dongola, and the Khalifa's headquarters at Omdurman, and
exactly what is happening at the latter place is known 48 hours
later at the former.

It will be a proud day for the Sirdar when he enters Khartoum
a conqueror, at the head of the army he has, to allintents and pur-
poses, created.  That he will so enter it some day in the not very
distant futwe there can be no reasonable doubt ; and then, and
not Ml then, will the Soudan be permanently rescued from one of
the cruellest, foulest, and wickedest despotisms that has ever been
established since the world began.—l.ondon Answers.

A PLAN OF ORGANIZATION.
"I"H I correspondent of Tii CaNapIaN MILITARY GAZETIE at
St. Thomas has obtained from an officer of the 25th Baualion

the following interesting suggestions as to an organization for the
permanent corps and the city corps :

** There is at the present time great interest taken in military
matters in Canada. The Government and people seem anxious to
assist the militia, and all agree that Canada should have a very
citicient and well-trained force.  Atthe sametime, there is a strong
fecling against a standing army, be it ever so small.  The fact is
known to all that our militia is not what it should be. \We are not lack-
ing in loyalty ; it cannot be said thatin case of need we would have
any difmcuity in securing good men.  We know from past experi-
ence that at the first alarm the people of Canada would respond as
one man.  This being the case, can weimprove our condition from
a military standpoint without increasing the expenditure to any ex-
tent 2 With this in view, the following suguestions are made, at
the present ime referring to the permanent force and city corps
only.  ‘The rural corps should have far more consideration than

can be given in this letter,
THE PERMANENT CORPS,

* Fust, our permanent force or schools of instruction shoukl be
of greater help to the militia.  Among the officers of the perman-
cui force we have many good soldiers and men of ability. [ will
only refer to the N.C.O."s and men of this force, and would sugyes
that at cach school of instruction there be at least thirty-five or
forty tirst-class instructors, men able to impart instruction.  T'o
get men of this kind the Militia Department should be liberal with
the nay. With this number of instructors at each school, the
D.0O.C. could, during the spring and tall drill of the city corps in
his district, send such instructors as in his judgment he would con-
sider would be of use to the different corps.

suest
v

These instructors,
under the direction of the ofticer commanding the battalion, would
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take over the N.C.0.'s and thoroughly post them in their duties,
and would assist at squad, company and battalion diill, andin any
way that would help to make the corps a very cfficient one. A
visit from an ofticer of the permanent force, say once a week, dur-
ing these drills would have a very good effect and be of great help
to the officers in many ways, such as sword exercise, lectures on
interior economy, discipline, etc.

“* As to the number of N.C.0.'s and men besides these instructors
at the different schools of instruction, that is a matter of liule
importance to any other than the commandant and officers of the
school, who know best the number required to keep the schools
what they were intended to be—first-class schools of instruction for
the officers, N.C.0O."s and men of the Canadian militia,

THE CITY  CORPS,

1 am confident achange should be made in the city corps. We
do not want a large number of men so much as we want efficient
and competent men, men able to command and impart instruction
and good organizers. \Withthe force officered by men of this kind
in time of trouble, it would be an easy matter to recruit plenty of
good men, and in a very short time have them in wood shape and
ready for duty, knowing that those at the head are competent men. |
would suggest that city corps, especially those in the smaller cities,
have an establishment as follows:  Staff—as at present, except
that each corps should have an hospital serggeant.  Ilight compaaies,
each to have one captain, one lieutenant, four section commanders,
four corporals and 20 privates.

** These battalions should have authority to drill,say, Jo evenings
during the year, and the officers, N.C.0O."s and men to receive pay
for the actial parades they attend ; the pay for cach evening's drill
for a private to be zsc., for a corporal joc., for a section com-
mander, orderly-room clerk and paymaster's clerk joc., for a (LML
sergeantand sergeant-major soc.; and the pay of officers on the same
basis. ‘The fact that the officers, N.C.0."s and men would only re-
ceive pay for the parades they attend would be fair to ail and no
loss to thecountry, not as it is now, when many eathusiastic, good
soldiers attend cvery parade, and other careless, indifferent men
do not attend half as many and receive the same pay. | am con-
fident with this establishment and encouragement and the assis-
tance, as suggested, of the officers and instructors from the per-
manent force, that ope year's trial would more than convince the
Department that any small increase in the expenditure is more than
paid to the country in having ready for immediate use in case of
need many good bhattalions in all parts of the counury, well diilled,
with good commanding officers for battalions and companies, and
good section commanders, so that if needed the strength of each
corps could be increased to Soo stronr, and, with abie leaders, he
of great service to their country.””

A BATTERY AT THE “S00.”
lditor MILUTARY vzl Y

Sik,—F am in hopes that our new Major Ceneral will he more of
asuccess than his predecessor. By General Herbert's most arbi-
trary action weare now without any volunteer force in this extensive
district. In 1892 he disbanded my imountain battery of 21 well-
drilled, active young men whom he had never scen, and so far as |
can ascertain no report was ever made by any of the inspectors of
artillery. 1 was placed on the retived list with the rank of brevet
major, after having been connected with the militia of Canauda
since 1837, Being over age, | could not complain, and did not, for
being retived, as | had two N.C's who had fivst-cliass certificates
from the Royal School of Gunnery at Kingston ; one, my battery
sergeant, was well qualified to take command of the half battery,
My friends urged meto bring up the matier in the House, bhut 1 did
not, not wishing to bring politics into the case.

Truly vours,

Sault Ste. Marie, Oct. 27, 1890, Joso Waosox, Major, R.1L
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QMOKELESS
POWDER
AMMUNITION

We carry a Full Stock of Cartridges
C,\-) Toaded with the powders of the Smokeless

Powder Company of London, England
which are recognized to be the best Smokeless
Powder sold- to fit any of the following rifles ;

G. H. Mumm & Co.’s Extra Dry.

SMOKELESS

Lee-Metford (Milituy)...... .303 Revolver...... ......... .... .380
Lee-Motford (sporting).... . .303 Martini-Henry ..... ........ .450
Lee-Metford (Carbine)...... 303 Winchester (Sporting)..... 140
Revolver..... e eeieeeeiteaeas 450

Also for Morris T'ubes—do not fill the gallery
with smoke-—and for shot-guns of all gauges.
Write for price list, naming quantity and
calibre required.

JOHN TMARTIN SONS & CO. |
455 St. Paul Street -Montreal

The Universal Favorite.

RICE LEWIS & SON, Limited.

Importers ot —————my

Sporting and Military Rifles, Shot Guns
Fishing Rods, Lines, Recls, etc.

Write for Prices. Canadian Agents Curtis’s & Harvey Powders.

32 KING STREET EAST, - - - - TORONTO

S4PPP0P 0000000000000 0000
% OFFICERS’ UNIFORMS i
ACCOUTREMENTS
HELMETS, CAPS
SADDLERY

and cvery article pertaining
to Military Equipment. . .
Price List on application,

ALTUAL MANUFACTURERS OF

CONTRACTORS

1o Her majestys ttome, it IifOrms, Accoutrements, Helmets

Agents for the Colonies. . . . .

. Caps, Head-Dresses, Gold Laces. *
- . ] e v RANK AND FILE
l'elegraphic Address,. :‘ HOBSON, LLONDON. Quality same as we supply to H. M. Governments. UNIFORMS
A.B.C. Code used. ACCOUTREMENTS
1, 3 and 5 LEXINGTON STREET, LONDON, W, HELMETS AND CAPS
Agents for Montreal Fstimate with Patterns sent

free of charge,

4400000000004 00000 0
SO0 9490 0000000000000

NMESSRS. RICHARDS & SONS  siea "

P00 4000000000400 004000000
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OUR AUTUMN MANOEUVRES.

NI field day which was held on
Thanksgiving Day in Toronto was an
excellent example of the really hard
and enthusiastic work which can be
obtained from militia which are pro-
perly handled. The day was a public
holiday, the first break in work since
the early part of September, and yet
the four infantry battalions — the
Queen’s Own, the Royal Grenadiers,
the 13th, of Hamilton, and the 48th
Highlanders—turned out almost to their full establishment. The
13th, it should be noted, went to the inconvenience of traveling
from Hamilton to attend the manwuvres. The roads were muddy,
the ground most difficult and many of the troops had some miles of
difficult marching before the work of the sham fight commenced.
‘T'he whole of the circumstances were most creditable to their zeal
and military enthusiasm,

Irom the tactical standpoint we have the authority of the Dis-
trict Officer Commanding for concluding that the field day was
most instructive. ‘True, the ground was exceedingly dificult; butin
actual war operations will take place on very difficult ground.
Again, the ground, withallits difficulty, isin the immediate vicinity,
indeed is, in large measure, actually included within the limits of
the City of Toronto; and there surely needs no argument to prove
that the garrison of the city should be familiar with the tactical and
strategic features of the place which it exists to defend. The of-
ficers who have been at the manwuvres of the lasi few years have
now worked over the rough ground of High Park to the west of the
city—closely adjoining, by the way, the spot where the Americans
landed in 1813—the high ground to the immediate north, and now
the heights of the Don Valley to the east of the city. The topo-
graphical knowledge thus attained, if nothing else, should be valu-
able in the extreme. In fact, it is worthy of notice that many of
the more zealous officers spent days previous to the field day in ex-
ploring the ground. One, for instance, was out on no less than
seven occasions. One company ofticer spent three afternoons on
the ground, and he reaped his reward, for his company had to
work over very rugged country, in which his local knowledge thus
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acquired proved exceedingly valuable. This is an eminently prac-
tical form of training—it ‘‘looks like business,”’ as the Minister
observed—and methods which give such excellent results, and
which unquestionably stimulate the ardor of all connected with
the force, should by all means be encouraged.

DR. BORDEN ON POLITICS.

THI‘Z Minister of Militia in his speech at the garrison dinner

in Toronto said there was no politics in the administration
of military affairs. He made this a strong point. There is a

suspicion that this is not in accordance with facts.

When fault was found with him for allowing the general order
to go through which gives remarkable advantages to the officers of
the permanent corps, he said that the Major-General advised
him that the general order was fair and necessary, that it was in the
intevests of the force, active as well as permanent. Receiving such
a strong recommendation from his subordinates, Ir. Borden prac-
tically said that he must abide by it unless a very much stronger
case was made out by the otficers of the active militia in the ditfer-
ent parts of Canada.

It is generally known that things have not been running
smoothly in the Queen’s Own Rifles. Lieut.-Col. Otter, 1.O.C.,
was instructed to inquire intc the cause of the trouble and report
upon it. He was specially fitted for the work. He commanded the
regiment for many years and made it what it is, the finest regiment
in Canada. He came to the conclusion that Lieut.-Col. Hamilton
was to blame, and so reported to the General Officer Commanding.
The latter, after carcfully considering the question, reported to the
Minister of Militia, in effect, that the interests of the force would be
hest served by allowing Lieut.-Col. Hamilton to retire.

The Minister has been in possession of the General's recom-
mendation since he took office, five months ago.
any attention to the (ieneral’s recommendation.

He has not paid
Why ?

Lieut.-Col. Hamilton is a Liberal of long standing. For many
years he was, and is yet, somewhat of a professional politician.
He has been a soit of general agent of the party. If the Conser-
vatives had remained in power, there are few who do not think that
he would have been placed on the retired list long ago.

In fairness to Lieut.-Col. Hamilton, we have to state that his
case is simply mentioned as an example, because it is bhefore the
public at the present time.  We are not discussing the merits of it.
It is a matter of discipline. It is not within our field.

Dr. Borden, we fecl sure, means well, but he wilt have to fight
against the ward politician or else he will soon drop into the groove
of some of his predecessors.  He has an opportunity of making his
Department independent of political influence. The Conservative
press have treated him more liberally than any other member of
the Government, because they, too, want him to follow indepen-
dent lines.

“BUSINESS IS BUSINESS.”
To the Faitor of The Star
SR, —\We are aformed ahat the conract B the supplv ot coal o ahe
military school, S Johns Lo nest vear Tus finadh been gwarded ot the follow
g pri.u-\ CONtonve N3 ednl NTA
.

~oft. 8,730 Ourender o the supply was

as follows : Stove, Spnos eae Sgqo. solt, Spoo 0 Vs there are abont oo tons
used i the harrack< dunng the vear st s casy to calendate what the Jossis o the
conmey an this transaction 7 Bismess s hisimess

BIsstoor & DboNaanny
St Johns, Que,

The above is from The Montreal Star and is republished for the
information of the Minister of Militia.  There have been frauds in
the past in the supply of coal and wond to the Militia Department,
[tis to be hoped that they are now at an end. [t is the duty of

cvery member of the foree to report anvthing of this sort.  Fvery



dollar misspent means that much taken out of the fund voted to
make the force generally more efficient.  Some may not care to take
the responsibility of bringing such matters to the attention of the
authorities.  If they will write T MiLitary Gazerre privately
the matter will be enquired into and brought to the attention of the
Minister. If action is not then taken Thr Gazerre will expose.

We believe the present Ministes 1s a man of good intentions,
but he has been imposed upon already by ward politicians with
personal intevests to serve. e will continue to be unless we give
him sufficient back-bone to resist.

METHODS OF INSPECTION.

"I “MHE annval inspections which have just been concluded have

produced the annual crop of protests against what is described
as the tendency of inspecting officers to frame their tests in such a
way as to tnp the ofhcers examined rather than to ascertain the
exact amount of knowledge and competence posscssed by them.
Chapter and verse are not infrequently given by the aggrieved
ones, and one hears of movements required which are really not
practicable, the victims® proper course being to point out their im-
practicability, of familiar movements being called for in unfamiliar
terms, of ceremonial diill movements being exacted from officers
who have spent all their time—none of the longest—upon the more
practical parts of the work, and of numerous other sins on the part
of the inspecting oificers.  Motives, it is to be regretted, are oc-
castonally imputed, and the questions which cause the company to
be tangled up are set down to a deliberate desire and intention to
cause confusion.

The topic is by no means new, nor is it by any means confined
to the militia of Canada. In all ages, and in every branch of
learning, the besetting sin of the examiner is the desire to **stick ™
the examined, instead of to test him. It appears in ever
branch of the educational system, from public school to university,
and it flourishes with especial vigor in viva voce examinations. {f
any militia officer has doubts upon the subject, and wishes to con-
vince himself, let him sccure a few minutes of the society of a party
of medical students when the council examinationsare on. e will
cain a considerable insight into the possibilities of iniquity on the
part of examiners, together with side-lights upon the capabilities of
the Lnglish language.  When it is remembered that all examiners
are exposed to this temptation, it is less to be wondered at if the
inspecting officer occasionally lapses from the path of examinational
rectitude. ‘The inspecting ofticer, too, has his side of the case. A
test so arranged as to bring out that only which is already known
would be no test, and by ascertaining the limitations of an officer’s
knowledege he also obtains an idea of its extent.  lle might alsv
contend that the putting of questions in a novel form is an encour-
agement to the cultivation of a clear head and ready mind, not to
mention a more thorough acquaintance with the fundamental prin-
ciples of drill. e might cven be imagined as pleading that it is
not always a bad thing to shake men’s complacency and to put
them on their mettle.

But it is nevertheless a vicious principle that the proper way in
which to examine a man is to puzele him. It is very difticult to
attain the golden mean between a perfunctory and an unfairly
difficult test, te make the inspection searching and at the same
time absolutely fair, but it isan cnd worthy of cllort.  An ideal
militia regiment
satistied that there has been progress made through the year, and at

the same time convinced that there is room for further improve-
ment. And if the militia officer can never attain absolute perfec-
tion in his department of work, o, too, the inspecting officer may

inspection should leave a good, hardworking

well devote much time and thought to his own improvement in a
difticult and often thankless task.
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OUALIFICATIONS OF A COMMANDANT.

‘*Snap Cap '’ writes a very sensible letter to The ‘Toronto Mail
on the qualifications necessary for the commandant or adjutant of
the Bisley Team. We cannot agree with him that it is necessary
for an officer to hold the rank of licutenant-colonel. This would
shut out such men as Major Mason, or Major Delamere, who have
done s0 much for rifle shooting. 1t would shut out non-combatant
ofiicers who sometimes join the force because of the shooting. In
theory they are not supposed to have anything to do with ritle prac-
tice, but actual experience shows that they have done a very great
deal for the development of individual shots and teams. They are
often better able to do this than are company officers, whose time is

fully occupied with drills, etc. *“ Snap Cap ' writes as follows :

““We have had political commandants, who, we hope, have
disappeared for ever, and purely military commandants, and if the
records of past icams be examined it will be found that those which
were the most successful were commanded by some of the latter
class,

*The qualifications for either the command or the adjutancy may
be stated thus : (a) to hold—in the case of the former—the rank of
lieutenant-colonel, and be in command of a battalion, and of the
latter to be of any rank up to and including that of major, and on
duty with a battalion ; (b) to be rifle shots, and possessing a thor-
ough knowledge of the work to be done on the range ; (¢) to have
a knowledge of the shooting merits of cach member of the team,
and the ability to select the best men for teams for matches in Iing-
land ; (d) to be not only members of the Dominion Rifle Associa-
tion, but to be attendants at its matches, and taking a partin its
welfare and advancement ; (e) to be a supporter of ritle shooting,
not only in the battalion, but also in local and provincial associa-
tions ; (f) to possess the ability to dispense that courtesy and hospi-
tality at Bisley, which has been so marked a feature in connection
with the presence of the Canadian team at the National Rifle Asso-
ciation.

“These qualifications were possessed in an eminent degree by
the ofticers of this vear's team, and their fitness should be the
standard for future appointments. A place on the team is the
highest prize offered by the D.R.A., and can only be obtained by
members of the active militia, who, having become proficient ritle
shots, win it on the range, and it follows that the ofiicers should be
selected from those on active scrvice in the infantry branch only,
with the exclusion of all officers connected with the infantry or
other schools, as they are paid for their services and have their
duties to attend to, whilst the militia ofiicer gives his time and ser-
vices for almost rothing, coupled with the privilege of paying vary-
ing amounts out of his own private means for the support of his
corps, and from such the ofticers of future Bisley Teams shouia be
selected.”

THE GZOWSKI CUPS,

HI comparative efficiency returns for the city corps of No. 2
T Military District, which we publish in this issue, show that the
i3th Batt. has once more won the Gzowski Cup—this time by the
narrow margin of .99 of one point over the Queen’s Own,  The
13th has also the company making the best showing, Capt. La-
batt's company scoring 131.78 points. Ma,or Henderson's com-
pany, of the Highlanders, comes neat with i128.90 points.  "The
companics of the Queen’s Own strike a high average throughout.
The competition has bheen exceedingly close, and, so far as the
Toronto and Hamilton corps are concerned, the marks are appreci-
ably higher.

in connection with the awvarding of the Gzowski Cup for the
vural corps passing the best inspection in the year, a curious com-
plication has arisen, growing out of the postponement of the camps
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¢ Military Equipment Stores and Tortoige Tents Co

The Leading Military Stores Furnishers in the World.

11

Limited
Have supplied every leading

Government with various equipment, from Chile to China.

SPECIALTIES:
The *‘ Tortoise” Hospital Tents—
The most perfect outfit possessed by any
country in the world in hospital tents was

recently supplied by this company for the
Argentine Government.

Ambulance Materials of all kinds
have been supplied to the leading govern-
ments, and the Company’s * Tortoisc
Wagon Tents ” did excellent service in
the late Madagascar war for the Ifrench
army.

Cooking Stoves—The “ Congo,” for
ofticers’ and sergeants’ messes, is perfect.
The “ Camel” Stove, for battalions, can
cook (or about goo men.  The * Rifle-
man” Stove, to cook for 500 men, is the
latestjdevelopment of ficld cooking stoves.
These stoves have been adopted widely
in the British army, and in many foreign
states.

W

Congo Stove packed ren-dy for trans-
pori, weight 85 1bs.

) v o .v ‘.
Congo Cooking Stove
50 mon. or a Scergeants’ Mess of 25.

All Barrack and Camp Requisites are
made and furnished by the Company,
under . their numcrous patents, at their
various factories in Birmingham, London
and clsewhere.

Commanding Officers should send for
illustrated price list, post free, and all
olhicers should possess a copy for ready
reference for articles of gencral equipment.

bty

All expeditions of note during the pres-
ent year to Arctic regions have been fitted
out by this Company.

ixpeditions fitted out to any part of
the world, to the Torrid or Frigid Zones,
for mountain climbing, or for scientific
mvestigation.

Immense stocks of ‘Tents, Marquees,
v Beds of cvery description, Barrack and
Camp Furniture, Cooking Stoves on hand

in use cooking for . .
ready for instant delivery.

This stove has been adopted by the British. Government for all services, and is now in nse principally for Hospitals and for Officers

Messes thronghomt Great Britain.,

It will do any cooking which can be done onthe most perfectly fitted cooking range under

cover, surl has heen used in blinding snow storms in India, with the most perfect results,

Prices, f,0.b, Liverpool, London, or other port, or c.i.f. Montreal.

All information given with pleasure and alacrity.

Contractors to Her Majesty’s Government.

Head Office
Address:

7 WATERLOO PLACE, LONDON, S.W.

to September.  The conditions upon which the cup is granted stip-
ulate that it is to go to the corps making the best showing in the
year.  But the September camps of 1896 and the June camps of
1897 fall both in the same financial year; and at first sight it would
appear as if the awarding of the cup would have to be delayed until
the inspections of next Junc are completed.  Bearing m mind,
however, the difficulties which would arise from inspections carried
on at such diverse times, and possibly under different inspecting
ofhicers, lLicut.-Col, Otter. D.0.C., has determined to award the

cup to the corps passing best last September, and to allow it to be
competed for at the next June camp by the corps called out then.
The 37th Haldimand Batt. led with 131,02 points, and it accord-
ingly is the possessor of the cup until next June.

MILITARY ADMINISTRATION.
iy Justice. )

’ I VL MILITARY GAZETTIED comes to every corps with its

improvement to the force and encouragement to its individual

members.  No longer is the cry of “* Blue ruin ™" to be heard in
the land. At no time v the history of the force was the outlook
more bright, in my humble opinion.

usual regularity, and each number brings fresh prospects of

In the first place, we have a Minister of experience, that ex-
perience which is said to teach, and who is leaving no stone un-
turned—apart from politics-—to have the foundation properly laid
before rebuilding the superstructure.

In the second place, the st at Headquarters is surely more
up-to-date and more in touch with the force of the country than
ever before. The G.O.C. is a model and maodern major-greneral
- —firm vet conciliatory, with a deep .sense of the imporntance of
his duties, and a thorough knowledge of how to perform them, a
pleasing contrast 1o others who have preceded i,

Thirdly, though at times there is, unfortunately, some apparent

friction between parts of the force-—some slicht act of omission or
comission to prevent the pulling tovether of the whole—-there is,
I think, a steady bringing of ** light out of darkness **; and nothing
can tend more to bring the clear light of day to bear on an important
ditference of opinion—the relative positions of permanent and other
parts of the active militia—than the sound words of sense of the
Minister, quoted in your Gazerre of the 1stinst. as follows @+« fet
us have no fecling or no misunderstanding between these branches
of the active force.  Let them go hand in hand and help each
other, and, if they do, they will be inseparable, and in that way the
schools will make themselves such a necessity to the militia force of
this country that they will be alwavs maintained.””

It has well been said that *“we can no longer speak of the
“handicraft " of war,”” for war has become an art that must be excer-
cised with mind, science, and sagacity, as well as resolution and
energy, and requires accurate technicai instruction and constant
practice, and no forces that fail in any of these particulars can
expect to equal a well disciplined and instructed army,

In the fourth place—one word more ve the district stafl of such
aforce. You have most thoughtfully struck the key note—the
grievance of the stalt.—the almost criminal neglect on the part of
the Government, of whatever political party, to provide a pension
fund for the statt--in referring to Licut.-Col, Houghton being retired
without any remuncration for hislong services to the country. It is
a hardship, indeed, that these statf ofticers who have given their
whole life’s work to the Canadian militia should be thus treated.
“Why one part of the force (the mounted police) shonld have pro-
vision made for them and not another is a matter that should be
looked into by the new Government,™

P am convinced that no Parliament would object to make pro-
vision to supply this pressing want. [t is the law of nations now-
a-days to provide, after an active, busy life, for the few remaining
days of its servants.

L.ong may vou continue to advocate justice to all ranks.  Thus,
and thus only, can the best interests of the force and its improve-
ment be secured.
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THE MILITIA PROBLEM.
[ By an Officer in a Rural Corps.)

FTER the September camps there appeared several letters in
vour columns anent the rural corps, and as 1 disagreed with

most | thought of writing in answer to them, but being busy, the
time went past and | did not. The plan | would advocate would
be to place the country corps as nearly as possible on the same foot-
ing as city corps, as farmers’ sons and mechanics have no more
time to attend camps than their city brethren; therefore, they do not
join, and it is mainly the floating class who go, who are here to-day
and away to-morrow, and one thingis certain, that if trouble were
to arise they are not the class who could be relied on. 1 would
therefore advocate the appointment of a paid instructor, from one of
the schools of infantry, who would drill each company two nights a
week at company headquarters in the months of June and February,
and then, say, on Dominion Day, or Thanksgiving Day, or some
other public holiday, have them meet at battalion headquarters for
battalion movements and a dinner provided like a picnic, wherethe
people would take some interest in them, and not as at present,
when it is considered a disgrace to be a volunteer.

I have always maintained that were a company composed of the
right material and its men well grounded in company drill and able
to hit the target every time, the money expended would not be, as at
present, thrown away.

I think a good test of efficiency would be that of calling out the
companies at short notice, and in the case of those who could not
muster half strength—let someone else try it. At present | am so
sick of the way things are carried on that | have mude up my mind
to take a back seat unless some change for the better is hrought
about,

THE OTHER SIDE OF IT.
Iy Ulysses)

’

[;\' an article headed ** the Permanent Corps™ in vour issue of

the 15th of November you make several statements which, if

not contradicted, may do harm to the permanent force, which in-
deed seems to be one of the aims of your paper and some *‘ mili-
tary ' correspondents in Canada, where everybody, from the beggar
on the midden up, seems to be able to give opinions off-hand upon
military questions,

In the first place, you say these corps ** have not by any means
fulfilled the purposes for which they were organized.”” This | em-
phatically deny, especially if you refer to their instructional duties.
Granting for the present that they exist, not as soldiers, but as
pedagogues merely, [ will ask you to look at the Militia List, as you
should have done befoie writing your article, and look up the
corps in, for instance, No. 2 District—the Queen’s Own, Royal
Grenadiers, 13th Battalion, 48th Highlanders—and sec what the
permanent force has been doing. The officers of these corps have
worked hard in a proper spirit, have obtained their certificates andg
have their reward in their splendid battalions.  But I dare say they
would have found it much easier if the permancnt force had not
existed when thev went through, and the old system of education,
which produced commanders of the Ridgeway type, had been in
vogue~ -but what would their battalions have been like now > By
the way, what was the old system of education? 1| know of the
\".B. examination, but I don’t know that it was a system of educa-
tion.
joke.

I do know, however, that it was looked upon as a military
I also know of the military schools. But how could vou re-
turn to that system without Imperial troops (should | say Im-
penal schools ?) returning to Canada® Perhaps your well-known
reader, who wants to smash the permanent force (I fancy 1 see
\'.B. after his name), prefers Englishmen to his own people. |

have knownsuch,  Astothe “‘enormous’™ sums the permanent corps
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costs the country (Mr. Well-Known Reader probably gauges it by
the amounts spent by a town courncil on its police), 1 beg to say
that the country gets full value for every cent she spends upon it,
which is more than can be said about a great part of the militia.

If you and your reader are so zealous why don’t you set to work
and clean up the active militia? There are, for instance, old fossil
captains therein who refuse promotion and won't retire because they
would thus drop their ¢ care of arms’ and ‘‘drill instruction’
allowances. Such ‘‘care’’ they take, and what *‘instructors ! "’
There is plenty of real work for zealous people if they look for it in
this direction ; but your paper and its correspondents seem to
relish nothing so much as pitching into the permanent force, the
most efficient of all. Does it not occur to you that this must dis-

gust painstaking ofticers in that force ?

Now as to *‘schools.”” The word is a gencral one and has no
military signification to the public.  When a soldier comes to be
asked 30 or 4o times in a year what the ages are of the children
taught at the ‘* school,”” he naturally gets sick of the word, and it
was for this reason that the military word ‘“depot’ was substi-
tuted. What, then, is your objection to this? Why should not
soldiers go to a ‘‘depot’’ for their instruction? And why
should not the label ‘* Military School "' stuck upon a barrack
be torn down when it would be misleading to those who should
be taught that soldiers live in barracks or camps and not in
“schonls?’”  And why should not infantry officers, whom you
specially single out, correct people who use the word ‘* school”
instead of ‘“depot,’’ when the latter is the official word > What
is the matter with your paper? Can it show that the word
““depot " hurts anvbody or does any harm ?  What of it, for good-
ness sake?

Further, as to this pedagogue business. We will suppose again
that the permanent force exists solely for teaching, that they never
saw the Saskatchewan, and that they do not serve ller Majesty as
soldiers. | think that even laymen can see that in order to teach
others to be soldiers they must first be soldiers themselves, and it is
quite as plain that they must accordingly be organised, trained, and
taught to look upon themselves as such.  This can never be if
they exist only as * schools " and not as military units, and for a
further and most important reason, that the **teachers’ in order
to keep their ““hands in’" must remain in touch with a purely
military body in order 1o be of use to the ‘‘school-boys™
they join,

when

What are vour reasons for vour objections to the permanent
force as soldiers?  let us hear them, and see if they will bear

inspection.

MONTREAL VETERANS ORGANISE.

A veteran association is an accomplished fact in Montreal. At
a meeting the other day the Lxecutive Committee submitted the fol-
lowing list of othcers, which was approved of :

lon. president, Lieut.-Col. Lyman; president, Lieut.-Col,
Bond ; 1st vice president, Licut.-Col. Isaacson; 2nd vice-president,
Mr. James Harper; treasurer, ). I.. Lockerby; secretary, Major D.
Seath ; surgeon, I7. \W. Campbell, M.D.; Ixecutive Committee,
Lieut.-Col. Mcarthur, Lieut.-Col. Stevenson, Sergt.-Major Walker,
Major Baynes, Sergt. Cunningham, Capt. Beers, Mr. Mathewson,
Major Campbell, Licut.-Col. Gardner, Lieut.-Col. Kennedy, Sergt.
Logan, Lieut.-Col. Cushing, Major Atkinson, Sergt.-Major Stark,
Lieut. Fllicot, Sergt. Jones, Sergt. Tigh,Col. Mattice, Col. Marchand
and Lieut -Col. Ste. Marie. 1t was decided that the officers meet
the Minister of Militia when in Montreal this week, and lay their
claims for recognition before him,

The movement is enthusiasti-
cally entered into by the veterans who rose in arms against those
who souzht the destruction of their country,



THE RIFLE.

HE annual Thanksgiving Day competition shoot of the sth
T Regiment at Clover Point brought out over 70 contestants,
and although the intense cold made accurate shooting difficult,
some very good scores were made. So many were the contestants
that the final matches were shot in the twilight, making hits a
matter of good judgment rather than sight.  There were over 200
prizes, and as they were presented by merchants and business men
of the city, Mayor Beaven, as the representative of the city, made
the presentations to the winners at the drill hall at the close ot the
concert given by the band of the regiment.
were :

The principal matches

Team Match :—Bankers’ trophy, value 330, presented by the
combined city banks ; awarded to the team of five members repre-
senting any one company. Aggregate match. Trophy to be won
twice to become the absolut: property of any one company. 1st,
No. 2 Company, 306; 2nd, No. 3 Company, 296; 3rd, No. |
Company, 257.

Bulls Eyes :—I‘or the greatest number of bulls’ eves, Dominion
of Canada Rille Association, bronze medal, presented by Capt. L.
1. Fletcher, R.1..—Sergt. Bailey, y bulls eyes out of 19 shots.

No. t Match :—1st prize, ** A"’ class, silver cup, presented by
Mr. R. B. Esnouf—=3ergt. Bailey, 30. 1st prize, ** B’ class, silver
match safe, presented by Mr. ]. Wenger—Gnr. A. Bostock, 28.
st prize, *C"" class, half-dozen silver spoons, presented by Mr,
. J. Salmon—Gnr. C. Tod, 28.

No. 2 Match :—1st prize, ** A" class, gold medal, presented
by Lieut.-Col. Gregory—Sergt. McDougall, 33. 1st prize, ** B’
class, gold medal, presented by Mayor Beaven—Gur. J. Godson,
1st prize, **C"" class, silver medal, presented by Mr. W. H.
Pennock—Gnr, Penketh, 19.

Aggregate Match:— st prize, “\"" class, presented by Hon.J. H.
Turner—Gnr. F. Richardson, 78. 1st prize, «* 3" class, Lieutenant-
Governor's medal—>5ergt. Russell, 6o. tst prize, * C ' class, Sena-
tor's medal, presented by Senator Mclnnes—Gur, H. Fox, 45.

27.

No. 3 Match :—ust prize, **\'" class,silver cup presented by the
association—Gnr,  Richardson, 23. st prize, ** B class, silver
clock and thermometer, presented by Mr. J. T. Bethune—Gnr. H.
Howeh, 12. st prize, ©* C"" class, porcelain vase, presented by
Mr. Robert Jamieson —Cinr. 1. Fox, 17. —Victoria Colonist.

Itis interesting to note that in the Mediterranean dect the
physical drill with ritles has been stopped in nearly all the ships, as
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it is found that there is danger of injury to the mechanism of the
Lee-Metfords. The Admiralty will supply bar L_ti¢ -« take the
place of ihe rifles.

Rifleite powder, made by the Smokeless Powd: :.u., Loadoy,
Eng., has again scored over all other makes. At the N~v: South
Wales Ritle Association’s meeting the three highest scores were
made with the Martini-Henry rolled case cartridges loaded with
Rifleite .450. It is to be hoped that the Canadian military author-
ities will give this powder the fair trial which has hitherto been
refused. It is hinted that the authorities in the War Office at home
are financially interested in Cordite, and they therefore refuse to
give any chance to Ritleite or other smokeless powders.

ST. JGHN'S GATE TO GO.

St. John's Gate, (Quebec, which was ‘erected in 1867, is to be
removed, or at least such is the present intention of the City Coun-

cil, who will appiy to the Militia Department for authority to re-
move it and build in its Mace a gate somewhat in keeping with
those of St. l.ouis and Kei... ‘ilie present one is not deemed suf-
ficient for the traffic on that thoroughfare. This 1s doubtless the
beginning of a number of required changes in connection with the
fortification walls and military properties. There is ample room for
improvement in the way of repairs to the walls throughout the entire
length of the same and unless taken in hand soon they will certain-
ly demand more than an ordinary repair. When the question is
taken up it is to be hoped that wood work will not be again used to
_replace masonry, as wasdone on a former occasion. PATROL.

A VIEW OF THE HIGHLANDERS.

The issue of *“ The Navy and Army Hlustrated ' for November
27 is of peculiar interest to the Toronto garrison, as well as to the
militia of Canada generally, for it contains a capital full-page
photogravure of the 348th Highlanders. The view is one which
was taken when the battalion was in camp at Hamilton for its
Queen’s Birthday outing this vear, and shows the Highlanders in
quarter column, wearing their white shell jackets. The entire
number is good, some fine wrestling views and a sketch of the
Burma regiments being particularly interesting.

THE LORD MAYOR'’S BANQUET.

The banquet at Guildhall given to the Lord Mayor, George I,
Faudel Phillips, lsy., was one of more than nsual brilliance this
year. Among the many distinguished guests present were ford
Salisbury, P'rime Minister ; his grace the Duke of Devonshire ;
United States Ambassador Bavard, ete.  Specially chasen again
for the occasion was thatsplendid vintage of 1889 of G. H. Mumm
& Co's o Eatra Dry 7" which is now coming to Canada,
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THE MILITIA OF NEW FRANGCE.

HI1Z organization of the French-Canadian
__ militia, which so long gave infinite trouble
to the populous and powerful New lingland
colonies, was the subject of an exceedingly
interesting  lecture  which  Mr.  Beriamin
Sulte, of Ottawa, delivered at the Canadian
Military Institute, Toronto, on the evening
of Monday, Nov. 16. Deputy Surgeon-tien-
cral Ryerson occupied the chair, and there
was a good attendance.  Mr. Sulte made it
clear that from the time of the Marquis de
Frontenac to the Seven Years' War, the
wars of the I'rench colony were carried on
under a militia organization

which in many
, ways sugyests the Sedentary  Militia, which
until 30 or jo years ago was the organization in vegue in Canada
under British rule, but which, owing to a few simple provisions,
was far more effective than that of the later svstem.

Mr. Sulte began by sketching the feudal system of the
seigneuries, which sphrang up on the withdrawal by the king of the
power of wovernment from the trading companies.  When the
AMarquis de Frontenac arrived in Canada in 1672, he found in a
fair process of development a system whereby 25 or 30 individuals,
cadets of good houses of France, had large estates for which they
were supposed to lind settlers ; and, as a matter of fact, a few years
previously there had been an immigration of a number of settlers

of a genuinely agricultural class, nearly all being hard working
Normans.  The regular troops had departed, and in 1674 Fron-
made the seignorial system the basis of a system of local
defence,

tenac
In each parish, large or small, a captain was appointed,
his duty being to see that the men of the parish able to bear arms
were assembled from time to

time for military

especially for shooting, for it was intended mainly 1o utilize these

CXCICIsts,  more
men as skirmishers or piquets, to meet the requirements of Indian
warlare, as it could not be expected that masses of men large
enough to be styled armies wouid he used against cither the Hroquois
or the British establishmeits in proximity to the borders, the two

possible foes of the infant colony. In

this manner Frontenac

secured an efticient and very cheap ilitia force.

At no time were the men of the parish all called out for military
When, after ien or twelve yvears of peace, war broke ont in
1684, and again in 1686, to continue with few interruptions for
nearly thirty years, the expeditions against the lroquois and the
Iinglish colonies were undertaken by

service.

bodies of voluntecrs taken
from the ranks of these parish companies ;. a body of 100 men—
their strength was seldom greater than this—would probably con-
tain elements from five or six neighboring seigneuries.
no levy en masse until the Seven Years' War.  These expeditions
were generally under the command of seigncurs, who, as a class,

gave an  exceedingly

There was

cood account of themselves during the
Mr. Sulte disproved the assertion that the icaders who
cuided the Irench in their numerous wars were regular ofticers

brought out from IFrance :

strugyle,

the careers of these men,
known, and they were all Canadians,
Canadians, he obscrved, went into the

Irance.

he said,
Canada,
regular army

are
trained Some
in France—
The scignewrs had the super-
who were generally
combining with their military

and took care to stay in
vision over the captains, well-to-do habitants,
rank the dudes of bailift and some
municipal functions ¢ in fact, their position was a good deal similar
to that held by some local ofticers in the Channel Islands at the
present time,

The main features of the wars with the Troquois and the New
Fangland coionies were then sketched by My, Sulte. who pointed

out how they were fostered by the fur traders, who found supporters
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in the milimr)' tastes of the seigneurs, who were frequently interested
in the fur trade, and in the adventurous disposition of the people.
The colony itself sutiered on the whole very little in the struggles,
screencd as it was by an impenetrable frontier.  During all these
years the wars were almost altogether carried on by the light troops
trained under this system and officered by Canadian seigneurs ac-
quainted with the methods of fighting needed in the bush. The
only semblance of regular troops kept up in the country were the
detachments maintained in Quebec, Three Rivers, Sorel, Montreal,
Chambly and St. John's. These posts were commanded by
members of the seignorial class. These detachments were paid by
the Miaister of Colonies in France—in accordance with the cen-
tralizing system, the evils of which Mr. Sulte forcibly exposed—and
amounted in all to about 150 men. Most of these men were old
soldiers who enlisted for service in Canada on the understanding
that after three or four years they might return to France or
take up land ; sometimes men were recruited in the colony. The
yearly draft was about 25, and the entire force, which really
amounted to little more than a guard for the magazines and stores,
was under the command of a captain.

In such a country the question of transport would naturally be
of great importance and it was the one which was least satisfac-

torily met.  The chief expedient resorted to was the corvee, or
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forced labor, and military exigencies led to unconstitutional exten-
sions of this which were bitterly opposed by the settlers, so willing
and enthusiastic in everything else in connection with military ser-
vice. They were bound to aid, in event of war, in the conveyance
of troops and military stores through their own parish, and to this
they made no objection ; but the principle was so extended that
men from Batiscan and Montreal might be up the Richelieu to Lake
Champlain, or up the St. Lawrence to Lake Omario, conveying
troops, manning batteaux, ctc.
friction.

This was a constant source of

It was with this organization that the Irench Canadians for many
vears maintained themselves, the aid of regulars being called in
only when the great struggie of the Seven Years' War commenced.

P the 57th Batt., for the command of the Bisley Team, and make
out a strong case for the colonel. They hold that, in the past,
Montreal and Toronto have been rather unduly honored in the mat-
ter of appointments. ‘The Fxaminer says: ' Licut.-Col. Bell has
been actively associated with the volunteer service for a generation
-—thirty vears. During twenty-five vears of this time he has heen
an ofticer.  He has for nineteen ycars been connected with the g7th
Batt.—as adjutant, major and commanding officer—and under his
command the regiment has improved greatly in efliciency, till it is
now onc of the best city corps in the volunteer force.

THE BISLEY COMMAND.

ETERBOROUGH papers have nominated Lieut.-Col. Bell, of

Last year,
in the matter of efhiciency, based on inspection, it stood high
among the several corps, and this year it is well up to the top.

** Licut.-Col. Bell has always taken an active and intelligent in-
terest in promoting the interests of rifle shooting in the regiment,
Stnce 1877 he has either been secretary or president of the Peter-
borough Ritle Association.  Since becoming commanding ofticer of
the 57th he has twice attended the Dominion meet at Ottawa with
a regimental team, which was successful in capturing, under Licut.-
Col. Bell's command, prizes in the skirmishing and volley firing
matches both years.  In the matter of taking
in his regiment in the matter of rifle shooting
ploneer.

a thus active interest
Licut.-Col. Bell is a
Taking all these things into consideration, Lieut,-Col,
Bell’s length of service, his success with the regiment with which
he has been associated as an ofticer for 19 years, his enthusiasm
i the service and, especially, in the matter of ride shooting, all
point to him as a it and proper person to command the Bisley
Canadian contingent at Bisley in 1897, While his qualifications as
a military man are matters of record—all who know Lieut.-Col. Bell
will agree that he is personally qualitied to micet the social requive-
ments that are part of the duties of a commandantof a Bisley team.
[Uis to be hoped that the authorities will see fit to share our entire
conhdence that iicut.-Col. Bell is the right man for the position,
and will act accordingly.  In appointing Lieut.-Col. Bell the
authorities will have, especially, the endorsation not only of this
town, hut of No. 3 Military District, which has never but once been
aonored by furnishing a commandant for a Wimbledon or Bisley
team."’

The Review speaks in similar terms of Lieut.-Col. Bell's service,
and adds @ ** Lieut.-Col. Bell would also be fully equal to the de-
mands which the position would make on an ofticer in a social way,
for besides being an cihicient ofticer, he is of a genial, happy dis-
position that will not enly make him a popular ofticer with the team
he commands, but with the other ofiicers with whom he would he
associated at Bisley.  In fact, when the case isreviewed, it must he
admitted that in Lieut.-Col. Bell this district has an ofticer who is
fully qualitied and well able to perform the duties at the head of
the Bisley Feam with credit to himself, his country and with aceept-
ability to the team.  Licut,-Col.’s Bell’s triends here would like to
see hisclaims receive that consideration to which they are entitled.™
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A D.O.C’S CONGRATULATIONS.
A District Officer Commanding, in enclosing his subscript'on to
T Gazerre for another year, writes:  ** | must congratulate you
on its continued improvement ; it is such an excellent medium for
the exchange of ideas of those interested in militia matters and

keeps us sc well informed of the movements and doings of the force
generally.”

Canadian Military Gazette Hotel Directory.
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A VOICE FROM QUEBEC.

Fditor MOITARY GAZETTE:

Str, —Will you allow me to make a few remarks in reference to
the want of life displayed by the staff officers of the 7th Military
District.  \We continually hear of field days being held in Toronto,
and also of lectures on military subjects being delivered, and it
must he gratifying to the officers of that district to find their .O.C.
one of the prime movers in these manwuvres, lectures, etc., which
do so much to raise the standard of efficiency and to foster that
esprit de corps which is necessary for the yeneral welfare of our
militia.

Here we boast of a permanent school, yet hardly once a year
will they favor us with even a short lecture. Such a thing as a
field day has not been held since the Carnival in "94. Why is it
that we are so far behind the forces in Toronto in this respect ? We
have equally good men who, if given the chance, would prove
themselves just as keen on sham fights as our western friends,
I.et us entreat the permanent forcc and staff officers to wake up and
show the good example as is shown by lieut.-Col. Otter and others
in Toronto. l.et us have lectures frequently during the winter
months, and then, whenever the oppertunity occurs, let them join
with our militia corps of this city in a field day, for we all know
that the men will learn more in one day’s manwuvres in the open
than they will in their twelve days' drill inside of four walls.

Mivitiamas.,

[We are very glad to find space for this letter, which is from
one of the most capable officers we have in the force and one who
possesses more than the average qualifications.  We trust that not
only will the officers of the permanent staff and units in Quebec,
but in other parts of Canada, take the hint so nicely given. The
corps in Toronto district are by long odds the most efficient in
Canada. This is almost entirely due to the enterprise and untiring
efforts of Lieut.-Col. Otter, D.0.C., who has done more, perhaps,
than anyone in Canada to increase the efficiency of the force. A\
polite note from the G;.O).C. to the various 1.0.C.’s, saying that he
would expect more than routine work fromn them in future, would
have a vood effect. e should then see that they carried out his
suggestion.—Iin. C.M.G)

THE SURGEONS OF THE PERMANENT FORCE.
Falitor MULITARY GAZETTE

Sik,—With reference to vour cdition of 1st inst. on the pay
of the surgeons of the permancnt force, [ am sorry to say the
opinions expressed are not sanctioned by military men in this part
of the country. Hitherto militiamen of the Dominion have much
to be thankful for on the manly stand you have taken for the
hetterment of the service, and some of the good results obtained, |
have no doubt, have bcen occasioned by your pen. Anything
looking to the reduction of pay of the surgeons and placing them
on a par with Indian doctors or poor-house medicos, would secem
to us a lowering of the service. The many important duties of a
surgeon in the Canadian militia—particularly in the permanent
force—are sufticient to warrant pay in proportion to rank of that re-
ceived by his brother officers.  We of the rural corps cannot help
commenting on the great change for the better with respect to the
vast improvement of latc camps in connection with the hospital
service, and you know as well as | can tell you, the credit is mainly

duc to the surgeons of the permanent force. The Minister of
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Militia himself will bear me out in this statement as a result of his
own personal experience ut camps of iustruction. [ am not
writing in any way as a champion of the military surgeons of the
permanent militia, but only from a sense of fair play to a class of
men who have made considerablé sacrifice in connecting them-
selves with the force. | trust, therefore, you may yet see your way
clear to defend the surgeons against any disposition on the part of
the authorities with respect to a reduction of their pay.
Yours obediently,
A NEW BRUNSWICK OFFICER.

[This question has excited a good deal of interest, and many
opinions have been expressed for and against the amounts paid to
the permanent medical staff. The views recently published in T
GaziTTE were those of a correspondent and not necessarily those
of the paper. In some places the medical officers have done much
good work, but in others, especially in the one in which our cor-
respondent resides, it cannot be said that material progress has
been made Reference to back numbers will show that Tue Ga-
zEXTE itself has been a very strong friend of the medical depart-
ment.—Ln. C.M.G.)

A COMPLAINT ABOUT CLOTHING.

Fditor MILITARY GAZEVTE

Str,—I think it would be a friendly act on your part to call the
Militia Department’s attention to the bad quality of the clothing
issued to the militia for many years past. The material is, as a
rule, of the poorest class, shoddy or hall shoddy, and the fit is
nearly as bad as the quality. Take, for instance, cavalry riding
breeches issued to the active corps. There is no fit at all about
them ; they seem to be cut with a broadaxe. This trash is not
issued to the permanent corps ; 1 think their riding breeches come
from Encland. Compare the trash I speak of with that issued to
the Fnglish yeomanry, or to the Canadian permanent cavalry ; the
latter is of goud «uality and a different pattern.

‘The material of the issues to Canadian cavalry is so poor that
it is a difficult matter to get them fitted.by a tailor after paying him
well to alter the scarecrow article. Riding breeches, if not reason-
abiv well fitted, are conspicuous for their ugliness. Then again,
the linglish prices are just about half that for the Canadian-made
goods of inferior quality. 1 prefer to see the militia clothing made
in Canada, but unless there is a marked improvement in the
quality and pattern of the clothing made, it would be well to return
to the purchase of English-made tunics and pants until Canadian
manufacturers learned how to make a better article at lower cost.
A tailor informs me that a cheap shoddy pair of pants may now be
made up for &1, the material and work about as good as speci-
mens | showed him.

In the Government price lists, which represent the net cost of
the article, cavalry cloth trousers are listed at $£5.50 and cavalry
cloth riding breeches at $6.25. This is, | think, double the price
asked by the English manufacturers for better goods. The
same manufacturers who charge the Government such prices will
nanufacture on a smaller scale, for retail merchants, trousers,
which for fit, quality of material and general make-up, are the
equal of the military article, for 32 per pair or less. Indeed, it
may be claimed that the quality of the civilian article is better, for the
venera! public do not have the same patience with the manufac-
turer's poor goods as the militia and the Militia Department of
Canada have. Go to any rural armory, pick up a pair of pants or
riding breeches, get ata cut edge, pick it tor a moment and see the
shoddy come to pieces. \sa rule it is thick, unnecessarily thick,
well stiffened with glue, and the surface nicely tinished, to look well.

This additional, cost is charged up against the militia, when, as a
matter of fact, a great saving could be made in this line alone.

Yours, ANFI-Snonpy.,



