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WILLIAM COUPER, Editor.

QUERLES,

the American Waoadcock (Philuhelu
minor) found in the T'rovinee of Manitoba?
We nre told that it does not oceur there. Tt
is not mentioned by PProf. Maconn, but it is
given by Mr. Brodie in his list published in
No. 1, Vol. 111, of this magazine.  ~

Bonaparte's Gull (Larns Philadelphiny is
said to nest on islands in inland lakes. Have
any of our Canadian Qologists found it so
sitnated this year? Its eygus were desideratu
in the Smithsonian Tnstitute colleetion a fow
years ago.

Is

CANADIAN ORNITHOLOGY.

In this issue, we publish a second review of
M. Dionne's late French work on the Birds of

Canaula. Tt ix wnpleasant for us to he com-
pelled to deery the attempts so far made hy
ambitions writers 10 prodnce histories or de-

seriptions of the wei-firnnn of this Canada of

onrs, but something must e done {o stop the
carclessness which is 20 conepienons in much
of Canwlian ornithology. My, Chamberlain
is correet in saying that “¢ it is time we speak
plainly about snch things, if our students are
to fuke the standing they should.  American
ornithologists also say that Canadian writers,
as a rule, geem to know nothing about their
hirds, and write "the most puerile trash.”
There is considerable trath in this statement,
and to stop it some one mmst speak  out
plainly.  We have had several ornitholugical
communications from parties resident. in three
of the Trovinces of the Dowminion, but it is
impossible for us to veuch for the acenrney of
all the matter sent to us for publication—the
writers are alone responsible for their state-
ments—but when n wrong is detected we
generally form it right.  Our object since the

MONTREAL, JULY, 1SS;.

Vox... T,

firgt, issne of (hie mngazine, was, and is to
make it original reganding Canadian Natural
Iistory, 1o constitnte it an authority for future
reference, therefore we trust that onr correse
pondents will continue {o keep the serinl up as
a trathiul record which it was our purpose it
should le.—C.

CANADIAN HYMENOIIERA,
COMPILED Y THE EDITOR.

In vol. T. o 19 of this mngazine, I pnb
lished a portion of the Hvuexorrera found
on the Island of Montreal.  The following is
alist o the Avie ocenring in Canada np to
March, 1874,

Cartiorsis flavipes, Smith,

Nomapa bisignata, Nuy.

“ armauta, Sel,

PimiLeremirs Americanus, Cresson,

Srenis ? nitida, o

Cisntoxys S-dentata, Sy,

Oswmia facetn,  Cresson.,

d atriventris, ©

“  albiventris, **
€ Hud=onica, *
& cosmatlin, ¢
“ proxina,
o vicina, 5
14

simillima, Swith,
Avcinania producty, ¢Cresson,
Moxtrugria horealis, ¢

Mecacmne melanopleea, Smith,
€< b

¢ fiigida,

“ lntimanus, Sy,

« pugnatn,  °f

“ tmeephala, Swith,

« mendicn, Crexson,

o relativa, i

¢ centunenlaris, Linn.
114

brevis, Sy,
Metassonis desponsa, Smith.
s¢ anvigenia, (esson.

€ dentiventris, Smith.
« Lombaoides, Kirby.
13

abrapta, Ney.

Araries laboriosng, Fubr,
“  Ashtoni, Cresson,
«  citrinus, Silh,
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Bowsus virginicus, Oliv.
¢ geparatus, Cresson.
“  Ridingsii, ¢
€ vagans, Smith.
¢« consimilis, Cresson,
¢  aflinis, ¢
¢ rplexue, ¢
“ renlis, Kirby.
s fervidus, Fabr,
¢ Pennsvlvanicus, DeGeer.
¢ terricola, Kirhy.
«  Couperi, Cresson, (Labrador.)
¢ gtrenuns,
* lacustris,
“  ternarius, Say.
“  praticola, Kirby.
[

erhamellus, Kirby.
Aris mellifica, Smith.
The following apecies are said to occur in
Canada :— ;
Nowmapa punctatn, Fubdr.
“ armata, Cess. (Nova Scotin.)
CaLioxvs funeraria, Smith.
Boxnvs hortorum, Linn. (Lake Winnipeg.)
¢  Kirbiellus, Curtis.
%  polaris, “

A DESTRUCTIVE TWO-WINGED FLY,

A few years ago, the late Benjamin Walsh
published in the American Entomologist, some
interesting remarks on the internal and ex-
ternal parasites which were known to him to
attack man on this continent. Since then we
have to record the occurrence of an inscct
belonging to the order DirTERA Or two-winged
flies, which is saidl to deposit its eggs in the
nostrils of man, especially when he is tronbled
with catarrh. The fly is said to oceur in Canada.
Maggots of this ly are called  Screw worms?”
in Kansas, where it is known to aitack llm'sesi
and cattle, but lately positive evidence has .
been produced to show that it also lays iis,
eggs in the nostrils of man when it finds him
asleep in woods or field. There are circum-
stances connected with the economy of many
of our small insects which will take ns a
long time to discover. A tree flourishes and
produces fruit for a iime, but the moment
decay is indicated in its trunk, inscct para-

sites appear and in a few years il falls and be-

comes amalgamated with the carth from
which it sprang. This is also the caxe with the
thuman body, the moment that disease attnck
a portion of it, parasites are hovering near the
spot. Therefore it behoves s to sthudy cleans
i liness capecially in regard to the nostrils.

We copy the following acconnt of the liomi-
nivorour habits of the ily by 1Y, H. Snow,
Lawrence, Kansns, published in ¢ Psyche”
for March-April, 1883, There is one thing
missing, that is, a good illustration of the

horrid fly.

The Professor stys e

“ I have from time to time had veension to
note the depredations of the serew-wortm npon
hiorses amd cattle in this state, but until re-
cently have not received positive evidence of
its attacks upon human subjects in any locn.
lity £o fur north as Kansus. But early in Sep-
tember, 1882, | reecived from Mr. 8. D.
Oshorn, the postmaster at Varck, in Sonth-
"enstern Kansag, specimens ¢ of the worms
| which eame from the nostrils of Milton Carter.”
i These proved to be the lnrvie of Lucilic mu-
! eelluria Falb., the so called * screw-worm. ®
| Upon further inquiry 1 learned that upwards
fof one hundred full-grown maggots escaped
! from the nose of this patient, who finally reco-
i vered from the serions illness consequent npon
i their ravages. I also ascertainal that Mr,
i Carter hal long been afilicted with an offensive
' nasal catarrh, which made his nostrils un at-
tractive place for the oviposition of the ily,
. and that he had fallen asleep in the woods in
“the day-time only a few days before the first
appearance ol the symptoms produced by the
presence of the larvie.
% Several other iustunees of he attacks of
Lueilia upon man #oon came to my knowledge,
most of which led to fatal results. Among
these I will select the case attended by Dr, I,
13, Britton, of Mapleton, in southenstern Kan-
sas, who reported it in full at the session of
the Southeast Kansas District Medical Society
in January 1883, I'rom this report I condense
the following acconnt: © On the evening of
Angust 224, 1882, My, M. E. Hudson com-
plained of a peculinr sensution at the Lase of
the nose and along the orbital processes,
which was first followed by inordinate
sneezing, and later hy a most excruciating
ain over the os frontix, also involving the
eft superior naxillary, This putient also had
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suffered, and was still suffering, from an nyg-
gravated form of nasnl catarrh, The discharge
was quite purulent, of a yellowish color fre-
quently tinged with blood, with a disngreeable
odor and at times intoleiably offensive, On the
24th there was & profuse discharge of much
purulent matter from the nostril and wmonth,
when all pain instantly subsided. This dis-
charge continued for three days, during which
time as much as sixteen ounces eseaped, in-
creasing in consistency nntil it was pure pus,
The odor Lecoming much more oftensive, his
congh was much more troublesome und fever
incrensed to snch an extent as to produce
slight delirinm for twelve hours. What was
thrown ofl was with mueh diflicalty expeeto-
rated, and was snnious, containing microscupic
particles of osscons matter together with flakes
of plastic exudation. The patient had spoken
with difliculty for thirty-six honrs and there
was much tronble in swallowing. The sofi
palnte had evidently miven way and there was
an eatire inability to protrude the tongue or
use it in speech.

“ About thiz time a worm similar {o a
maggot dropped from his nose.  That was the
first indication or suspicion that there was
anything of the kiml present. There was not,
as in some other cases reported, any swelling,
or movement tracenhle under the skin, nor
was there at any time any complaint of the
patient, calculated to lead to a knowledge of
their presence. After the appearance of the
first, T expeeted more, and was surpriced to
see them drop from the nostrils and wiggle
from the mouth without any discomfort to
the patient nntil they eame in contact with the
Schneiderinn membrane, when they annoyed
him greatly, ad every eflort was made on his
part to expel them ; but s0 soon as expelled,
no further tronble was manifested until an-
other would get into the noatril. Every effort
was made on my part to discover them under
the tissue, but the soft palate being destroyed
to o great extent, and the palatine arch appa-
rently lowered, it was with very mnch difti-
culty that an examinalion could be made.
The worms were evidently burrowing under
the palatine fascin, as it presented n honey-
combed appearance and in places patches
were (otally destroyed as large as a dime [18
mm.). They continued to drop from the mouth
and nose, foreed from the nostrils by the ellorts
of the patient, for the following forty-cight
hours, during which time 227 were counted
and the estimated number exceeded 300, At

this time the whole of the soft palate was de-
stroyeid. The patient lived four days after the
Inst worm cnine away,

T put five of the worms in dry ecarth and
in fourteen days from the time they dropped
from the nostril there hatched out three flies.

¢ Upon a very minute and careful exami-
nation after death, I was astonished to find
that all the tissne covering the cervical verte-
brae, as far down as I could see by throwing
the hend back and eompressing the tongue,
was wholly destroyed and the vertebrx exposed.
The palatine bones broke with the slightest
pressure of the finger. The os hyoides was
destroyed and the nasal bones loose, only held
in position by the superficial fascia.

¢ My own theory is that the fly deposited
ihe egus while the patient was asleep, proba-
bly the doy previons to the peculiar sensation
and sneezing first conplained of. At that time
they had acquired vitality enough to annoy
him while in contnet with the sound flesh. So
soon as they came in contact with the un-
sound tlesh, or that aflected with the catarrh,
being ng it must have been gangrenouns, they
gave no further trouble. »

 Dr. Britton forwarded to me speciimens of
the fly, bred as above stated which Iidentified
as Lueilia macellaria Fab. In order, however,
that there might be no possibility of error, 1
submitted them to Dr, S. W, Williston, of
New Haven, Conn., who corroborated this de-
termination and furnished the following notes
concerning the species:  The specimens are
evidently Lueilic (Cumpsomyia) marellarvia
Fab., a fly common from the Argentine Repu-
blic to Canada, and which from its variations
has probably received more specific names
(20 ) than any other American fly. It belongs
to the Muscidee (truc) and is not far from
Musca. Their hominivorous propensities have
snined for them the synonyms of Lucilia
homindrorax Coquerel, and L. hominivorus
Cenil (8. America). ”

¢ Tn the Peorin (I1.) Medical Monthly for
TFebruary 1883, Dr. Joshua Richardson, of Mc~
ravia, Iowa, has an article upon © The screw-
fly and its ravages, ” from which I make the
following extracts: While travelling in Kan-
sus in the latter parl of lnst Angust o citizen
of this place had the misfortune to receive
while asleep a deposit of cggs from this tly.
He had been troubled for yenrs with catarrh,
hience the attraction to the fly. He returned
home a few days after the accident and short-
ly after began complaining of a bad cold.
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Growing rapidly worse T was ealled to autenp
him. Monday, my first day, his appearance
was that of & man laboring nnder 0 severe
cold, Had slight congestion of the Tnngs, and
moderate grade of tever. His nose seemed
greatly swollen and he compliined of' 0 smart-
ing, uneasy feeling in it, and general misery
through the head. Gauve him treatment to
relieve the congestion and fever. Tuesday saw
him again. Hiz nose and tace were still more
awollen, and in adilition 10 the other svmptoms
he was becoming =lightly delirions and com-
plained a great deal ot the intense mizery and
annoyance in his nose aml head, A few hours
atter, | was sent tor iu haste with the wond
that something was in his nose. I found on
examination & masx of the larvie of this 1ly
(or © serew-worm=" as they are rommenly
called in the sonth) completely bloeking up
one nostril, On tonehing them they would
ingtantly retreat en wasee up the wostril
Making a 20 per cent solution of ehlurotorm
in sweet milk 1 made a few injections up both
nostrils, which immaldintely brought awny a
large number, 0 that in a few hours 1 had
taken-away some 125 ol them. By Wednesday
eveniny ervsipelas had begun, implieating the
nese and neighboring portions of the tace, An-
other physician was callel. By continual sv-
ringing with a strong antiseptic solutiom of
salveilate of #odn, hicarbonate of sala and care
bolie acid we hoped 10 drown ont the remain-
ing larvie. But they hal by this time et their
way into 8o many recesses of the nose and were
fo firmiy” attnched that we were unable to ac-
complish much{Finally we resorted to the ¢hlo-
roform injections, which immediately Lronght
away a considerable nwmber. Friduy 1 was
able to open up two or three canals that they
had cat, extracting several more that had 1i-
terally packed themselves one after another in
these fistulons channels. His speech becoming
suddenly much worse, I examined the interior
of his mouth and found that & clenr-cut open-
ing had been made entirely through the soft
pelate into his month and large cnough to
lusert the end of & commeon lead pencil. Sa-
turday the few remaining larva: began chiang-
ing color and one Ly wne dropped away. On
Sunday for the first time hemorrhage from
both nostrils took place, which continuel at
intervals for three days but was not at any
time severe. Un this duy the patient began to
improve, the delirium und ervsipelas having
sl_lbeided leaving but little or no annoyance in
his head. In u few days he Lecanie able to go
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about home, and even to walk n distance of
half a wile to visit & friend and return. Bt
while there he began complaining of a pain in
the neighborhonl of his left ear, apparently
where the eustachian tude conneets with the
middle ear. 1t proved to e an abseess, Being
already o reduced by the first attach, he was
wnable to withstand the second, and dield after
an illness of nearly three weeks, completely
exhausted by his prolonged suflerings. Three
days hefore his death the abseess dischurged
its contents by the left nostril. The quantity ol
pus formed was abiont 2} ounces [78 grams].

“ In all abont 250 larvae were taken away
trom him during the tirst attack, and, ax the
visible result=, not only had they eat the hole
throwgh the soft palate, Imt had nlso eaten the
cartilage of the septum of the nose so nearly
through as to give him the appearance of
laving a broken nose, The ease oceupied, from
the fivst invasion of the v to its fiual resali,
nearly two months, $Je doubtless wonhl have
recovered bt for the formation of the aliseess,
which, from all the symptoms, was cansed Ly
utie or more of the laevie “having found their
way up the lelt enstachian tabe.”

“ Tir. Richandson also quotes the Rev. Wil-
linm Dixon, of Green, Clay Co,, Kansag, as
giving the following acconnt of' his own expe-
rienee :

¢ While riding in his buggy o few venrs ago
in Texas, a serew-fly attacked him flying np
ane nostril. He blew it out when it dashed up
the other and deposited its eggs betore he was
able to expel it* Not realizing the dunger he
did nothing for about three idays, when the
puin becume &0 great that he hastened to
Austin to consult a physicinn, iz sote palawe
was almost destroyed betore the larvae, over
200 in number, were expelled. » This was the
only one of twelve cases known to Dr. Richard-
son in which the patient recovered. ™

M. DIONNES' «LES OISEAUX DU
CANADA,

Dear Sin,—T cannot but think that in the
notice of the above named book, which was
published in the June number of this maga-
zine, the reviewer has been more generous to
the author than just to the Canndian stndents
of ornithology. It is not quite fair to allow it
to be thought that we know ¢o little about our
birds that we can not form a correct estimate
of such a book, and, while the reviewer has
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pointed ont several of the errors it contnins,
he hag, [ think, Wiled to place hefore your
renders its utter worlthlessness as an anthentic
work, and will, 1 fenr, assist to spread its
mizchievons influence rther than prevent it.
1 newd searcely to remark that I refer entirely
10 thoxe portions of the book which applies to
the bird life of Canada, and not to that which
ix copied Irom Dr. Cuones®  Key to North
American,” oue of the hest and mast eelinhle
works ever published.  Jad M. Dionne heen
content 1o translate the © Key,” or such por-
tious of it it would be most wseful to Cana-
dinn students, he wonld have gained the well-
merited thanks of the French-spenking mem-
Lers of the fraternity.

So mneh o the buok being of an excellent
character, ereditable alike to M, Dionne’s in-
dustry, skill and good judzment, it is all the
more W be rewretted that he had not spent the
litthe additional care and Inbor which was re-
quired 1o make * Les Oisenux du Canada ™ o
standard anthority. Dt he fuiled to give the
mattter the attention its importance demanded,
and il is due 1o =tudents that they be warnald
amingt acvepting his statements, and also due
to those who may be contempliting authorship
that they =hall be mught that they are assum-
ing & grave responsibility, and can not with
impunity publish for seientific faets an army
of statemients drawn from their iinaginations
or compiled with indifierence to the reliability
of their authorities.

M. Dionne’s hook exhibits clenr evidenee of
the infinence of another mischicvons work,
“ The Binds of Canuday” by A, M. Ross, M.D.,
&e., Le., K., &e. The long list of et ceterns
by which this author sought to impress upon
his renders his eminent qualitientions tor
writing n stamdard work dild not save it from
being dimmiszsed Ly the English ¢ Zoological
Recoril,” with this severe sentence,  The text
is valueless.”  Fvery one must admit that
such hooks are worse than merely “valueless,”
for, placed in the hands of young =tudents
who ennnot discriminate between the good and
the Lad which they contain, they become mis-
lending, I'his matter is of such importance

cither that they contain accounts of the birds
of Cunmede ns such. Dr. Ross’ work refers
almest wholly to a part of Ontario, the few
references to the maritime 'rovinees, chictly
drawn from Awdnbon, and the list of species
found in Manitoba and British Columbis,
which is appended to the second cdition, do
not redeem the hody ot the work from its
purely loeal charncter, and to give it a title
bearing a wider significance is to handicap it
with a pretension which its contents will not
sustain, and will also canse confusion to inex-
perienced readers.  The same remark will
apply with greater force to M, Dionne’s work,
for he hag mentioned ouly a small portion
of the western species, awd treats them as
if they ocenrred in the Bustern Provinces,
having in the prefuce stated that he had
amitted the fanne of Manitoba and British
Colimmbia.

To stute, as Dr. Ross does, that the Brown
Thrasher “is oueol our most connnon birds,”?
that the House Wren “arrives trom the south
the first week in May,” that the FEvening
Girosbenl 18 u visitor,” il to make no fur-
ther mention of the localities in which they
oceur, in a hook entitled “The Birds ot
Canadn,” is calenlated to create a false im-
pression ; for though all this may apply to
Onturio, it does nol apply lo New Brunswick
or Nova Scotia, ag these hirds have never been
formel there.

The only remark which M. Dionne nakes
about the distribution of the Olive-backed
Thrush is ¢ Cetle espidee est rare anx envivons
de Quithee.”  As a mafter of fact, I have
found this species common throughout New
Brunswick, at no locality more so than at
Madawaskn, on the Quebee border ; and it is
also common at Lennoxville, Besides these
facts, we hive Mr, Wintle’s report of its oc-
currence near Montreal, and Mr, Merrinm’s
report of it heing ““not uncommon™ near the
Godbout; (he name is on the Morden-Saun-
ders list of Western Ontario, and iu Mr.
MeTlwraith’s old list of Hamilton species ; Mr.
J. Matthew Jones reports it common in Nova
Seotin, und Prof. Macoun found it in Mani-

that 1 asle w liltle space to quote u Tew ex=y ), il it hing been traced west (o the
amples from these books by way of illusteating {5, e o slope and north to the Aretic. With
their charaeler. 1 \\‘I“. quote from botl, fr ) ¢ ol information casy of nccesy, it i3 uite
the one is such a cluse imitation of the other inexcusable to imply that the only locality in
that the original must be examinel to detet-[ \which the Lird is known to ocenr in Canada
mine the value of the copy. is near Quebec; and when an anthor will so

In the first place, the titles of the books are | curelessly make stutemnents which we know to

misleading, for it can not be correctly said of[be incorrect, we caunot be expected to rely
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upon those he may make for which we must ! unquestionable anthority, and then the date
accept his unsupported authority. f and loeality as well as the name of the collee-
That many of the statements made would : Hon should have been given to mike the record
be correct if applied to prescribed districts T!acceptable by scientists.  The o‘lll_y example
will not dispute; but I submit it is o mistake | of thix Kinglet which has been so far reliably
to suppose that what applies to the fauna of | recorded was "‘k“," by Audubon near the
one limited locality must perforee be equally : Schuylkill River, Penn., in June, 1812, Mr,
applicable to the entire Dominion. BEach | Ridgway has retained the name in the Smith-
Juunal aren, and there are a number of sneh ! foniun catalogue on this m!“'ﬂ”?" It ,”7:-,
divisions in Canada, hns a bind-life peeulinr to | Cones has not placed it on his ¢ Check List.
itself; even thongh some species having a| Just where M. Dionne gathered his informa-
much wider range of distribution than others, | tion that Dr. Cones considers this species n
are found in several areas. But there are in | variety of ewlendulus is not apparent, There
these books other errors of n more serious | js no such statement in the * Key,” the only
natare than the question of distribution.  Foriane of Dr. Cones’ works which M. Dionne
instance, Dr, Ross wives the color of the ezgs | mentions among his authorities ; and in
of the Olive-backer! Thrush as reddish brown, | « Bipds of the North-west,” Chrieri is given as
while leading anthoritics have pronounced : 3 Joubifl synonym ol salvapu, while in

them greenish hlue, speckled with brownish.! « Binds of the Colormde Valley” it is not

The same author states that the Hudlson Bay
Tit “nests in a shrub; eges four ; pure white.”
Not one of these details are correct.  This
speciez invariably make an excavation into a
dead stump or living tree, and lay from five
to ten egus, which Dr. Brewer, having Lefore
him the large series in the Smithsonian col-
lection, described as Leing of a white ground

color, but having reddish Lrown spots gronped ! report of finding it at Fort Laramic, in Wyo-

in a ring around the larger end.

In his description of the plumage of the
Olive-backed Thrush, M. Dionue states that
the breast, throat and chin are of a pale
brownizh yellow, while the best authorities
give the color of these parts as white, with a
buffy tinge, and marked with dark spots.

In the matter of habits, this same anthor
makes such remarks as that the Blue Yellow-
backed Warbler delights in bushes and lower
branches of the trees, hut 2 number of eareful
and experienced observers have unanimously
recorded this Lird’s preference for the highest
branches of the highest trees.

Cuvier’s Kinglet is found in both Looks, and
may be taken as a fair sample of the careless-
ness which is so conspicuous. Dr. Ross re-
cords that the species occurs in Canada in
spring and fall, and M. Dionne repeats the
record and attempts to throwall responsibility
from his own shoulders (which, by the way,
he does very seldom, making most improbable
statements upon his own unsapported anthor-
ity) by quoting Dr.Rosza; but he should have
known that, to say the least, Lhe ocenrrence of
the bird was so very doubtful that it should
not be placed on any list unless upon the most

{ mentioned.

As1 have before remarked, references arve
made in these books to numerous western
apecics, without any indication of their range
being given.  Macgillivray’s  Warbler will
serve as an example of these. The mosat
castern limit of the range of this species which
i= anthenticately recorded, is Ir, Codper's

ming Territory.  Yet Dr. Ross makes the un-
qualified statement that“it breeds in Canada,”
by which he must mean, (o be consistent with
hiz other records, that it breeds in Ontario,

M. Dioune follows with an unsupported
assertion, changed, by way of appearing
original, to “rarcly seen in Canada,” and he
copies the pattern so closely as to repeat an
error which Dr. Ross made in deseriling the
cggs as “ilesh-colored.” The best authorities
deseribe them as of a pinkish-white ground
color, but “marked and spotted with purple,
lilne, reddish-brown and dark brown appronch-
ing black.”

Turning to the Owls, we find that M, Dionne,
on pnge 131, states:  ““ Nos esptees sont foutea
sédentaires en Canada®; and, again, in his
account of the Barred Owl, ¢ Cette chouetle
est commune & Panutomne et disparait an
printemps pour aller faire sa ponte & la baic
(’Hudson.” These two statements do not
harmonize and neither is correct. By ¢ sed-
enlary ” species ornithologists mean (hose
which reminin during the entire year in one
locality, and it is quite certain that in this
sense neither the Snowy Owl, the great Gray
Ow), the Hawk Owl, nor Richardson’s Owl
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ean be ealled ©sedontury * in Canada, Leing| very materially from Dr. Coues’, and, though

mostly winter visiturs. The Barred Owl, on

the other haund, isx given by Mr. Yennor as - merits of cither, I will take the

 vising all Cawadian students and writers to

mniversally diffused over the greater portion
of British Ameriea, and is a resident species
in most localities in Canada. Tt is, as a rule,
a “resident” wherever found, and in the breel-
ing senson is much more abmmdant in the
Southern States than at Hudson Bay.

On an intreductory page, M. Dionne has
given a long list of “onvrage consultéx,” but
he must have read some of them, at least, lo
very little purpose,  Had he, for instance,
read with any care the Bualletins of the Nuttall
Orithological Club he would have scen in the
number for April, 1878, on page 52, the record
ot Dr. T\ M. Brewer that  Itis now nniversally
conceded that not o speciinen (of the Crested
Grebe) is in existence of Ameriean origin, and
that there is no anthentic record of the eapture
of u single specimen in Americn” It was
excusable in Dr. Ross putting the nune of this
bird in his list, as the wistake in identitication
had not then been publishald, but there is no
exense for M. Dionne blindly following him.

Tt wonld tuke a large volume to point out|

all the errors which these two authors have
made. I have picked vut these few quite at
random, but they will suflive to show how
little reliance can be placed in anything which
the books contain.  Had they been content to
publish what they had observed, or could
have compiled from authentic sources, these
writers would have rendered a valnable service
to Canadian students and ornithologists at
large, but the publieation of these books must
bring a blush to the cheek of every Caundian
who realizes that those clniming to be eminent
among onr scientists tre respunsible for such
miserable failures. Tt is time such work was
stopped.

The system of nomenelature and_ classiticn-
tion adopted for ¢ Les Oiscanx du Canada ™ is
that of Dr. Cunes, which M. Dionne informs
his readers is in his opinion the most correet
and the most generally acknowledged.  Well,
it is enconraging to leurn that he is so well
informed in the higher branches of ornithology
that he can form n currect opinion of the merits
and demerits of the rival systems; but if he
thinks that Dr. Coues’ system is the most
generally used he is in error.

The great body of American writers uge the
syslem prepareid by Mr, Ridgway for the
Smithsonian Institution, and which diflers

I ircely admit that I can uot iiud;;e of the
iberty of ad-

use Mr. Ridgway’s systets and avoid the con-
fusion whicl must arise if' that prepared Ly
Dr. Coues should come into more general use.
Respectfully yours,
Moxracues CHAMBERLAIN,

St. Johns, N.B.

THE MEETING OF THE BRITISH ASSO-
CIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT
OF SCIENCE IN CANADA.

Over four hundred members of the above
Associntion have pledged themselves to at-
tend the meeting in Montreal next year.,

 Seicnce” says :—* In su fur as accommo-
dations for the meeting is concerned, and
funds for its expenses, there can be no doubt
that Montreal can entertain the association as
well as any of the British cities in which it
ordinarily meels ; and its geographical position
and facilities for access and” for communiea-
tion with all parts of Canada, the Northern
States and the West, present many attrac-
tions; while there is reason to hope that a
meeting of the British Associntion in Montreal
would be uttended not only by all interested in
seience in Canada, but by large numbers of
the scientific workers of the United States.
The experience acquired last year in entertain-
ing the Ameriean Associntion will also afford
very valnable guidance.” We understand that
the difliculties in regard to the transportation
of o lurge a body ncross the Atlantic are now
seltled, and all parties interested here have
put their ghoulders to the wheel in order to
give our scientitic brethren a cordial welcome.
We quote ulso from ¢ Science,” the cditor re-
marking © that in the present year the meet-
ing of the Amecrican Association, at Minne-
apolis, is carly (Ang. 17); while that of the
British  Associution at Southport, which is,
besides, in the immediate vicinity of Liver-
pool, is unusually Jate (Sept. 19). This will
allow members of the Americun Association
to uttend Loth meetings ; and it is stated that
the retiring president of the American Associa-
tion, and possibly others of its miembers, may
avail themselves of this privilege. This may
possibly permit arrangemenis to be made
which might substantinlly unite the meetinga
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of the two nssociations in 1854, and =0 pre-
pare for an internationnl meeting in the future,

It the meeting of the Amerienn Axroviation®
for 1884 can e fixed for some north-enstern :

city, sufliciently near Montreal, and can be

timed so as to occur a week before or after;
that of the British Association, there can be’
no doubt that a great number of members of

the latier body would take alvantage of the
opportunity to enjoy the companionship of
their American eonfireres : while, on the other
hand, many of these wonhl gladly speml o fow
days at the meeting of the British Assoviation,
In this way it would scem that a greater
beunelit to acience might result than even from
an international meeting. There wonld e
time for the complete transaction of the husi-
ness of both associntions.  Neither would
sutler cither pecuniarily or in the value of its
proceedings ; and there would be the hest
possible opportunity for interchange of ideas
between the scientific wen of the United
States, Great Britain and Canada.  Nor is it
unlikely that some scientitic workers from the
continent of Europe and elsewhere may be
attracted by a combination so unusual. It
may thus be hoped that the proposed meeting
of the British Assucintion in Canmla may not
only be one of the et suceesstul that this
mother of associntions has held, but may in-
angurate an epoch of renewed activity and
progmess in the widely-sprend seiemtitic work
of the two great associntions of the Fnglish-
gpeaking rnce.”

HUXLEY'S COD-FISH MOUNTAIN,

Professor Huxley savs that a good fishing
ground will yield more fonl in one week than
an acre of the best land in a year. At the
International Fisheries Exhibition in Lomlon,
he drew a vivid picture of the moving  Moun-
tain of Cod,” one hundred and twenty to one
hundred and thirty feet in height, which for
two monthe in every year moves westwand und
southward past the Norweginn Const.  Fvery
gquare mile of this colossal column of fish
contains one hundred aml twenty millions of
fish, cousnming cvery week, when on short
rations, no fewer than eight hnndred and forty
millions of herrings. The whole cateh of the
Norwegian fisheries never exceeds in a year
more than half a square mile of this * Cod
Mountain,” and one week’s supply of the her-
rings needed to keep that area of Cod from
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i starving,  Lomlon might be victualled with
t herring for a year on one day’s consumption
of the nneaught Cal,

; REVIEW,

We have before us a General Index w the
: Thirteen Annnal Reports of the Entomolugical
Socicety of the Provinee of Ontario.  The mu-
ter ix compiled by Edmund Baynes-Reed, e -
Treas. ol the Society, who deserves epredit fop
the work, which iz systematically arranged
and will be useful to these whe possess (he
Reports sinee 1570, Atempt= are made to
give English names to our insects ; indead, we
woulld be well pleasial ta see all the species in
this Tudex thus supplied ; but we decidedly
objeet to the duplication of an Faglish name
W one infect. ur o two gpecies, as we notice
this to he the case in the Red-legeald Locust,
which iz called the *¢ Canadian Loenst.™  _fu-
thawpia copuarum and Ovialis plexa are ealled
Onion tlies, and three species of Chntharis ave
called Spanish DBlister Beetles,  We wonld
preter to eall (% xerulaior the Green Calasoma,
and €% ealidum the Gold-spotted Calasomn,
Our Papilios and other Buttertlies should have
appropriate English names, and  something
must be done ere long to overcome this difhi
enlty.  The British inseets have lnglish
uames by which they are recognized by the
nuscientitic collector, and the North American
species should be commonly known by numes
applicable to them which may be taken from
their foris or tood plante.  This Index is,
however, & good beginning. Tn conelusion,
we mny remark that Bhodiles rodicnm s
placed under the hend of Dirrera.—C.

DISTEMPER IN DOGS.

We have received a paanphlet  from the
author, Mr, S. 15, Wheeler, 133 Bleary street,
Montreal, on Distemper in Dogs, its symptoms
and cure. To those who wish 1o keep their
dogs healthy aml vigorous, the instructions
given by Mr. Wheeler are valuable. lle scems
to possess a thorough knowledge of the dis-
eases of these animals.  The price of the pam-
phlet is 20 cents.




. THE. CANADIAN.SPORTSMAN AND NATURALIST,

BRAZILIAN
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Is now Open with a full Stock of pure
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TAPIOCAS.

Tasss ABE Tas COFFEES,

* Samples of which were distributed at the

 INDUSTRIAL, EXEIBITION IN SEPTEMBER.
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Guaranteed Absolutely Pure.

WARNER’S
Safe Liver and Kidney Cure,

A SUPPLY JUST RECEIVED.

RICHELIEU RENAL MINERAL WATER.
Nature’'s Remedy for all diseases of the
Kidneys and Bladder. Send for pamphlet.

HOMMOPATHY.—A full stock of Medicines
and Books always on hand. Agent for
Boericke & Tafe's well-known Medicines.
Physicians supplied.

Humphrey’s Specifics and
Pond’s Extracts.

" Country orders promptly filled.

J.A. HARTE, Druggist,

4.00 NOTRE DAME SIREET,

GENTLEMEN’S SUITS.

HEAD QUARTERS

e FOR
Shooting, Fishing, Hunting and Sport-
ing Suits of every description,
at the lowest prices.

Suits always ready or made to 6rder
at the shortest notice. ’

We employ the best workmen ; keep-
ing the most staple and serviceable
goods. To all our readers we commend
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BOSTON CLOTHING HOUSE,

Nos. 41 & 43 8t. Joseph Street,
As the Establishment to obtain the best
material for the ready money.

FISH & GAME PROTECTION CLUB

OF THE
PROVINCE OF QUEREC.

OPFICERS :

3. 0. Monk,.ce.eveeese. President.

L. A, Boyer,..... oo Vice-Presidont.
Thos, Hitt,.eeeuoreens 7
G. H Mntthews,

'reasurer,
........ Seeretary.

COMUITTEE

F. J. Brady, R. H. Kilby, H. R. Ives, J. H. Stearns,
S. Cross, Y. S. Macfariane, ¥. Henshaw, Aldorio
Deschamps, E. B. Goodaoro, J. C. Neolson, John Nelson,
W. Parker, Gustave Drolet, H. Rintoul, and Geo.
McKinnon.

Notices of infractions of Laws for protestion of Fish,
and Game should be sent to the Secretary.
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MICROSCOPES.
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clnss Achromuati¢ Microscopes for Scien
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