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For the Pear].
TO A LADY.
1.

O sing again that olden strain,
That song of other days—

Of happier times and scenes, o’er which
My svul vet fondly strays.

I fain would think T still were young
And parted friends were near—

The friends with whom I smiled and s\cpt
When life and hope were dear.

2

I long have been a wearied thing,
Oppressed with silent grief,

And now perchance that olden strain
Will yield a blest relief.

£ I fain would weep, for tears have long

‘Their svothing aid denied,

And in my gloon it oft hath seemed
Their inmost founts were dried.

3.

Then wake—oh ! sweetly wake for me
To louse the bands of pain,

That dream of youth and youthful love,
That cld and touching strain,

I fuin would prove the.deep delight,
The magicpower of Song,

Aund feel ;q}z_:]ig'hted spirit borne
. My rative vales along.

. Queen’s County. Axov.

i

‘»AS,T&EY, DUCROW, AND THEIR HORSES.
BY PIUILO-BYTPrOS. '

We can all look back to the. days of our; chil y.when .the. b
“ ®hieplas ultea” of ouren_]oyment‘qu ‘being, conveyeﬂ by.our doat-a
ing parents to Astley s Royal Amphitheatre, Surrey side of West-
minster Bridge. Many years have rolled over my head since I
first visited this house: it wes in the lifetime of old Philip Ast-
lev. T shall ever remember this extraordinary man—he was one
of your.right good-hearted Englishmen, a capital specimen of John
Bull ; and although he conld not speak a half dozen words toge-
ther grammat.callv yet he was not a bad fellow for all that, pos-
"sessing a large stock of natural politeness, with a flow of good feel-
_ings that did bim good service in his professional character.  Ast-
ley was doubtless a mountebank, but then e did the thing scienti-
:hcally It was mountebankery applled in‘a very remerkable way.
~ The power he possessed of teaching horses to perform tricksas well
as act in drmnatic performances, was quite amazing. e deve-
loped the character of a horse to a greater detrrce than had ever
- been done by all the scientific men in the world.  Iow he cducat-
ed his horsns I am unable to deseribe; yetitis well known, for he
vften mentwned the circumstance, that kindness was the foundation
of equestrian discipline’and education. Iie treated these docile and
beautiful animals like children, and by rewarding thém‘writh a car-
rot, an apple, or a piece of bread, he hud the address of impressing
“upon them the knowledge that they had done well, and what would
again be required of them. Besides his power of training horses,
“helada clever knack of cultivating a good Mr. Merriman, (my
very sides ache at the recollection of the Mr. Merriman of my
f younger days), but, judging from the public exlnbmons, the whip
in the arcna was the grand instrument of instruction. How well
dolI cal_l, to remembrance old Astley’s exhibitions with his clown,
who, pod'r fellow, Lad a sad time of it! In his best -coat, silken
buse, pawdered hair, and long pig-tail, and whip with a still longer
lash, he would enter thecircle, strut formally to the centre, make
his bow to the audience, and call for Mr. Merriman, who, approach-
ing too familiarly, received a smart lash from bis master’s whip, at
which he would howl with expanded jaws, and remonstrate with
those who laughed in the gallery, by asking how they would like
it, and offer to beta guinea that not one of them would like to be
thought a Fool.—Then cringing in the most abject manner before
the dignity of his master, he would seize every opportunity to get
behind him, assume threatening attitudes, and make hideous faces
“at him; but, on the turn of his master's head, he suddenly adopted
a manner so diametrically opposite as to create a simultaneous burst
~of laughter, while the detection caused Mr, Merriman to Lellow
most piteously.  Silence being restored, Mr. Astley would assure
the fool it was all for his good, and be became reconciled. Ap-
proaching with boldness he would inquire of his master's cleverosity

intervals Mr. Merriman played all sorts of autics.

¢ how far it was from Westmmster bndvc to Chnstmas day?” to
which luminous question Mr. Astley would: reply, “ Mr. Merri-
man, none of your nonsense. 1 hava’t no hOb_]El.tlon for to go for.
to hinstruct you consarning that there noble hanimal the oss. Do
you know wot a 'oss is? Ab, .T-thought. you dide’t ;' well, then,

1 will tell you. . He is a hanimal most ueeful to man. Heis beau-
tiful in a race and canwin it! He can ‘manceuvre ina review, and
he cuan be grand.  He can charge in a-battle, and can be hawful.”
The fool stares, and exclaims, “ Lawk a daisy " ¢ Yes, Mr, Mer-
riman, heis the most generous of h'mlmals, possessca the cournge
ofa lion, the fleetness of a deer, the stren h}ofa hox; and-the do-
cility of a spaniel.. What do you think of al] that 'ere?”  « Lawk
adaisjv I" said the: clown. *“Yes, Mr. Memmnn, (he is the friend of
man undex; kind treatment. I will show yog wot{h“homls ring
in that there war ’oss, and my sabre.~-1 will snow ‘you how heand
I defend ourselves,” The horse and sabre w e.re brought. Mr,
Astley mounted, and exhibited the various divisions of the sword
exercise (for old Philip had;been a dragoon in his younger days),
which produced divers pauses,and puffs, (for his great profits en-
abled him to live rather freely, . and enjoy good living), during which
To this exhibi-
tion succeeded a song or two from the stage ; after which some ex-
cellent rope dancing. The rope dancmrr apparatus being removed;
Mr. Astley again entered the circle, with his follower, Mr. Merri-
man at his heels,and a horse led by a groom. Mr Astley usually
began, “ Now, Mr. Merriman, L will show you wot will produce
hastonishment ; Ifavn’tto]d,you 'alf wot a’oss can do. Deople

runs away with the bighdear that a oss'must be hexposed to great

barbarity to make him hobedient.  No:such a thing, Mr. Merri-
man ; you might as well- tbmk to wake yourself a nobleman by
eating cowkimbers and hmgons Do you_ se¢ that ere’oss? N, 0wh
obser«ehlm, Mr. Memman-—MaLe, yonr* respects to  the ladies,
Sir.” ‘The.horse knelt. * Now to, the genllemen The horse
bowed his head.- "‘ Not. stand up Tor tne' Sogy 5 T'he horse rear-
ed and wal]\qd“’on his hind legs. ¢ No u'est;‘os'ourse]f " The
1-hopse,sat do n411]cera dog ‘on..hj
brought” "with'a blazmg ﬁl‘e;ahd La:ke ¥oF boiling, waten on it

and placed in the centre of the circle. ~ Mr. Astley recommenced—-—
¢ Now, Mr. Merriman, it has been: believed that 2 *’oss will ‘not go
No such athing, Mr. Merriman ; you mlg}‘xt:as well
Give me a goblet with a little arop of
brandyin it,—werry vell. Now my good ‘oss, if youshave rested
enough, fetch me that ’ot water to inake my grog.” “The horse
accordingly rose, took the kettle by his mouth from amid the flames,
and filled up the goblet in Mr. Astley’s hand. “Werry vell.

near a fire.
believe you wasn't a fool.

What do you think of that, Mr. Merriman ? if you could do it |’

as vell; I vill beat my ‘at.
produced by hill treatment?

Now, do you think that there can be
-No sueh a thmo', Mr. Mernman,

you might as well try to make apple dumplms out o' sawdust. -But -

that. there oss can do more, as you shall see, Mr. Merriman, - ’lell
the fiddlers to play some tune whcre thetime is vell marked.” The
fool then inquired if the musicians could play Bob and J 91@3?
“ Yes.” ¢ Sir Roger de Coverley 2 « Yes,” “ Foote’sminuet 2"
“Yes.” ¢ Then play them all together.” Mr. Astley: hav'ing
heard the order, gives the clown a taste of the wlupcord and. eries,
« None o' your nonsense, Mr. Merriman; one tune only, Sir, that
the ’oss may hear it distinctly—and place the. platform so that we
may ‘ear 'ow the '0ss keeps time.” The orchestra struck up a

_country dance, the horse sprung on the temporary platform, and,

by his tramping, marked the time with precision, at which the fool
laughed immoderately loud, holding both his sides. On being
asked why he is thus noisy, be said that it was not dancing, but
trotting on a trencher—that he did not believe the horse could
gallop upon it, and therefore was a stupid horse. The musicians
changed the time ; the horse immediately quitted the platform,
procceded to Mr. Astley, and thence to the orchestra, * There,
Mr. Merriman, you see the ‘oss complains that the fiddlers have
not kept time.” " The fool acknowledged his mistake, and felt con-
fident that the horse must have been kept at close practice on the
harpsichord—{a loud laugh )—then wondered if be could say the
multiplication table all through-é(/ roars of langhtcr fromthe young
Jolks)---but supposed, that, like many others, he was taught to
dance before he was taught to read. ---/tremendous upplause )---still
he wasa vei'y clever horse, and, when he came to examine him
closely, found him a very smooth one---a very fine- ong---indeed,
superfine,, bemg both sides 2like. [ Immense applause Jrom the
Journeymen tailors and apprent:ces in the gallcr y and pit )

Such was the ordinary run of the-kind of exhibitions at Astley’s
in former days; at which, however, a superior sort of performance
was nightly added, called a burletta—a play or pantomime in

which oe or more horses perfohned One of the best burlettas in

¥
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these days was thq ise, Story of* the Hmh~metlled Racer,” which

was represented “with surprising ﬁdellty The appropriate verses

by the jingling of a harpsichord, no .dialogue at that time leing
_permitted at a minor theatre. The docility of the horse in this se-
, ries of his déclininc fortunes cxcited the admiration of all whowit-
nessed it; he positively seemed to be impressed with a knowledge .-

in the {irst scene as a racar, " all the life and vigour. commoni;u
thatfhlgh bred animal, lmp'mcnt ot the rein, and L.luunpmfr mythc.
Bit till he started. In, the next scene he appeurcd as a hunter,

and snorting, till he was off to the full ery of the hounds. Next
he uppeared as a post-lorse, aged and fatigued, standing with
knees bent and lowered head ; and when mounted Jie went oft with
all the truth of such a reduced stntc. Ile then appcnrcd drnwmg
a s:md cart, in a suuatlon of posm\e decrepltude, Wltll his head
down, his lips dropped enduring the qoemmg hursh treatment of‘
an unfeeling master, till he ﬁnally dropped and died. \ou saw
him stretehed out with sharp, angular, projecting bories, parts Qf
his hide galled, and his bare ribs boldly pourtrayed on his miserable
sides: helies thus a most miserable spectacle to the pitying audi-
ence, and is about to be consigned to one of those men who pur-
chase dying and dead horses for the suke of their skins. But by
a “coup de theatre,” the once high mettled racer is happily suved

some amusing Juggler}*, raises the ammn] to life, nnd vxgpui :’f

the pluudlts of i thouqand Imnds . - Y

< t, g
One of Mr. Ast.l(.y 5 'most p]easmg exlnbmons couslstul
ny )cars in that whlch attended hlS gmng ai pnze Off}L Wh

a bont-n.ce on the Thamcs 3
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werc opened, m%_d in few mmutes, a g]onous‘ house—an over--
flowing bumper—was accomplished ; for the. iden jumped with tlu.
humour of the populuce, and consequenily paid eapitally. The

.pe;'sons belonging to the concern, bearing flags, numerouy Jollv
young watermen in Jackets{ and trowsers, and the victor seated in the
pn%e boat, borne on the shoulders of his comrades. Having pa-
'raaed the circle, they then formed a group of a nautical charncter
on the stage, with a Union Jack waving overhead to the national
‘airs in full chorus.  This preliminary being over, Mr. Astlcy ad-
“vanced with rotund appearance and a smlle on his elated counte-
nance, amid deafemng cheers.  Now eame the. truly classical har-
angue from the old gent]empn :— Ladies and gentlemen, this
here is the ye'lrly ]mnnuersary of presenting my pru,e.wh&rr) o
the most successtul vaterm:m in a boat-race ; and there he is, Ja-
dies and gentlemen,* seated in that there bont. [ Applause. ) B
knowhe is a t]mnk‘,‘g\g of you all, ladies and gentlcmen, and he has
already thanked me enough ; and 1 wish him ’ealth and prosperity
in bis ealling. e is a clever fellow, and, ladies and gentlemen, 1
am proud to say he isa gdod' man.  Ilis name is Bill' Maynaxd,
ladies and gentlemen; and morf, ]adxes and genllemen, he is 4 fec-
tionate 'usband and fond father) Tadies and gLntlemen besides all
this,he is a w1rtuous son, {uv
gentlemen. But it ls qul?é posmble for me, lndles and: gentie-
men, to tell all lu,s good qu.xlltms ; you seeas 'ow he is all of u per-
spiration, and requiresiglire to be taken of him; but [ gives you
my vord, Jadies and gcnﬂcmen, that Ishall see liim put to bed,
ladies and gentlemen :"—and so with a hearty * hurrah I” from the
whole corps dramatique, old Astley marched off by the side of his
protege, amid the waving of hats, and the thundering souids of
“ Rule Britannia.”

These—these were the days, Mr. Editor.” Yet it is wrong to
be so querulous; although worthy old Astley is dead and gone,
De has found a superlative successor in- Du.crow, who now carries
on the business of the Royal. Amphxtheatre. “Who has not heard
of the astonishing feats of this the greatest hinrseman who ever ex-
isted, and, 1 might say, ever will exist >—~Who has’ not seen him
riding on four horses at once (bare bncLed) in his’ famoua picce.
“The Courier of St. Petersburgh?—Who that ever saw that
grotesque but inimitable scene in the circle, « Giromio and his
Wife,” can forget it? Co : SN ,

Ducrow’s hotses, however, are shown to the greatest adv-m-
tage in burlettas—pieces in which. they act a characle)—-sluh
as S§t. George and the Dragon. Theu tractabxhty in this respect

?

of the old ballad were recited at each change of scene, accompunied

from this conclusion to his career, A magician enters, and uftgr%
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house once ﬁlled a procession forthwith entered, composcd ot'

of the character and the c:rcumstnnce of the story. He . apge.;red )
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expressing his eagerness by | pawing _the ground, crecting his enrs, '
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s kind to his old mother, ladies and. ‘
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goes beyond any thing that could be supposed. There is one
Leautiful eream-coloured horse, in particular, which wins all hearts;
perlips he is the favourite of the stud ; he enters the circle alone,
with zephyr-like wi_ngs attached to his shoulders, giving to him
the character of Pegasus.  He bounds, or rather flies round the
ring several times, as if in cestatic consciousness of his superiority ,
Lis mane and tail ervect, his fine eyes glistening, and his open nos-
trils displaying a brilliant red : so sleek, so elegant s the animal,
that he of hiinself is sufficient to engross the attention of the spec-
tators fur a time.  Mr. Ducrow enters during the excitement
with peculiar heauty of eflect as @pollo, habited in white, bearing
a small harp delightfidly classical.  The sounds from  the harp at-
traet the attention of Pegasus; he s, as it were, eharmed, and be-
comes the gentle observer of the wishes of Apollo.  After a few
earesies, Apollo mounts, and standing on the hare back of this
spirited animal, commenees a series of graceful attitudes, while
the harp is oecasionally touched in unison with the elegunce of the
performance.  After twenty or thirty eircuits, terminating with
surprising fleetness of the horse and dexterity of the rider, Apoll
springs to the ground ; Pegusus rests himself in the eentre of the
ircle, where o tranquil display of reclining attitudes and of beau-
tiful grouping takes place ; altogether, this beautiful horse and
his talented master present a classical  illustration of Apollo and
Pogasus resting on Parnassus.  This exhibition offtrs to the eye
of taste aseries of beautiful compositions, fraught with associations
of u charaeter richly poetical and certainly highly gratifying.

In my opinion, Ducrow’s eclebrated horse is scen to best advan-
tane in the celebrated “ Spanish Bull-fight.” Ithink I should
deseribe this picee merely to present a climax to the wonderful
perfornmances of the horse in his eflurts to amuse the public.  This
burletta is more intricute in the plot than the preceding.  The
scene les in Spain, and the persons engaged are prinees, princesser,
doms, and hidalgos, for whose gratification a bull-light is to be dis-
played ; all is therefore on a scale of peculiar grandeur.  “The
randees assemble in splendid eavaleade with numerous attendants ;
atter ascending a flight of steps from the circle tn the stage, the
roval persons there take their seats, when the ceremony commences
with a procession of piceadores and lmndcnlluros. or foot comba-
1ants bearing red flags, and small barbed darts ornamented with
coloured ribbons 3 then follow many combatants ¢n horseback,
bearing lances, all of whom arrange themselves, and a signal is gi-
ven by sound of trumpets ordered by the Alquazils, 'l'ht, doorsare
opened and the bull stalks forth:  The éftect is clectrie. . Theau-
dience appear: alarmed at the terrific appearance of the beast, par-
ticularly those who have no previous knowledge of Ducrow's s
horses, or that this is the gentle and beautiful ‘eream-coloured
horse, witha bull's skin over his padded neck .md body, his head

‘ \upphud with horps, and his hoofs pamtcd as if elo wen, inevery res-
peet appearing like a bull wild and fierce.  On entering the cir-
vle, he stares wildly around, and then rushes on the prineipal ca-
valier, personated by Mr. Ducrow, who receives the attack, and
by excreising his spear dextereusly, goads the bull to maduness, the
constquznee o which s, that the bull attacks another horse by
soving him in the body ; but he is saved from destruction by the

faut combatants, who {lutter their flags in the bull's face, and draw
the attack on themselves, from which they eseape with difficulty.
but is

upset, and the horse fulls, having apparently received a death

Another horseman ventures to eonfront the furlous animal,

wound. The combat is then renewed by the chief eavalier, and
coutinued some time with various effvets of skill and fury.  No-
ﬂling is deficient in this seene but the bleeding wounds. A glance
at the countenances of the speetators is not the least amusing ;
their mouths are open, their eye-balls fixed, and they shudder with
frovror 5 a cheering word, indeed, becomes necessary to recall them
10 consciousness.  After a time the horsemen retire, and the bull
is further irvitated by the combatants on fout ; they pierce his
shouldyrs, and fix their barbed bandatiers, while the fury of the
animal is expended on thelir red flags. More than half an hour is
tie tortured into desperation 3 he tosses s head, runs madly about,
zill, weary and panting, he sinks to the carth under his manifold
A sledge now enters, drawn by decorated  borses, and
The cavaleade

waunds.
the dead bull is borne oft'to the sound of trumpets.
retire and the svectaele coneludes, After witnessing this perform.
ance no one et withhold his surprise at the perfeet knowledge
There is no
his trot, the

of the business of the seene which this horse evinees.
deviation from the characters beis throughout abull;
g anest of his horns, and the fierce rush with his head; all
displey something more than could be expected even from the
most sagacious horse in Mr. Ducrow's stud.  In short, Ducerow
i a wouderfal man, and Duerow’s horses are more wonderful

still,— Loadon Nportsman,

"ALLIANCES OF LITERATURE,

“Genins and knowledge are endowments greater
Than nolleness wuiriches: carcless leirs
Ay the two latter dariien and expend
'l\ut innnuertality attends the former,
Making a man a god !
Soansprant,

en the deeision of the plitlosophical ques-

Without venturing uyp

scenes, for six thousand years on this globe ; whether mental cul-
tivation has now reached an expansive liberality, and a brilliancy
of polish, to which it had never before attained ; it inay e affirm-
ed, that the course of society has been fearfully alternating, and
that all its fluctuations have followed the direction of some: ¢ lead-
ing principle,’ an indestructible, impassable agent, instinct with
life, infused through the body and limbs of society, giving it, for
the period, its distinetive features and ceanplexion. Thus in an-
cient Greece, inspired by enthusiastic patriotism, society marched

with triumphant step amidst its classic vales, aud on the banks of

its pure streams, adorned with the glory of letters, and the splen-
dor of the arts.  Again, after having been fettered through the
long and dreary night that suceeeded the fall of the Roman em-
pire, she burst ber bands, and emerged into the breaking light
breathing the ardour, and resplendent in. the arms, of chivalry,
And again, near the close of the last century, in I'rance, throwing
the reins upon the neck of licentious Skepticisin, she plunged into
the depths of destructive anarchy; exhibiting a gloomy spectacle
outstretched beneath the eye of indignant heaven:
* Like the old ruins of a broken tower.”

For thelast half century, this ‘leading principle has assumed so
many aspects, that it becomes difficult to shetch its portrait. Tt
has seized, with coavulsive enerzy, the spirit of controversy. -1t
boldly discusses all questions of moral science, and politieal policy,
frequently supplying its deficiency of argunents, by ‘arrogant as-
sumption and declamation. Tt has done, and does still, its utmost
to blunt our pereeptions of preseriptive right, and stifle all rever-
ence for antiquity. It strips off the venerable incrustations of age
from institutions which have commanded the sacred respect of
mankind for centuries, and claims to reform them by breaking
them into fragments, and attempting to reconstruct the edifice out
of its defaced materials; not remembering, that the violence of its
touch rends asunder the golden chain of past and present  associa-
tions, that strongest bond by which legislators can secure the con-
sisteney of their fabrices.

They who devote their energies to the pursuits of literature,
whose mental eye is directed long and keenly into books, where
they can survey the race-ground on which departed genius has
run the course of immortality, and watch its eagle flights, and who

thus acquire a sort of veneration for whatever is allied to-the de-

parted beings with whom they bold communion,” naturally feel an

inward grief, when compelled to mark the destruction of ties they
And perhaps they have too often, for this
reason, withdrawn.their mild but powerful influence from the tur-

have long cherished.

moil of polmc'tl struggles, retired into sectuded retreats, and pour-
ed out their feelmgs in strains of pure and thrilling pathos.  But

when we reflect that the direction of this prineipie is but rarely

yielded to the'impulses of vice, and that it often lends virtue over-
mastering energics, the friend of humanity has but little to fear,
and much to hope from its influence,

It has no where left deeper impressions than upon political sub-
jeets 3 and although liere, as clsewhere, it has clothed sophistry
with a glare which is often mistaken for the sweet light of heaven,
it has given Trurn a keener edge, and made her panoply gleam
with a purer and more attractive splendour.  Under its influcace,
the field of political disquisition grows broader with the ditfusion
of intelligence, and its limits vanish as we attempt to approach
them, as the appareatly descending canopy of the skies lifts away
before themarch of the traveller.  DPolities is a science founded on
elear and easily-defined general prineiples ; the indestructible re-
lations of mora! right; but the edifice that has been reared upon
this basis, is composed of a variety of costly materials, and em-
bellished with swinptuous ornaments.  Constitutional law is the
strength of its wall.  The Aashing rays of genius, elicited in the
halls of legislation, gildits columns, and beam from its towers.
Tven literature hath wreathed beautiful chaplets around the capi-
tals and architraves of its pillars, In fact it often does more;
not merely imparting to political institutions the beauty of intel-
lectual elegance, but rendering services which are justly deemed
indispensable.  There are iustrious instances in which it has form-
ed 1 bond of union of sullicient strength to resist the discordant jars

and strites of local interests, throughout w great nation.  Among

these, there is one so striking and noble in its character, that ic !

supersedes the nccessity of introducing others which might le
cited.
pure literature, on the States of ancient Greeee.

The 1liad of ITomeris one of the most remarkable ;
of the human mind.  Although cenceived in the )()mh of the
Greeian mation, when history was so young as to be ahnost entire-
Iy embraced in eral traditions, before mannars bad become softened

vroductions

by the refinements of civilization, and’ while the armour of savage
warfare was yet glictering on the limbs of nceors ; it displays an
insight iuto the reeesses of the human beart,-so deep and clear 5 so
intimate a knowledge of the vibrations of all the eords of sympa-
thy ; anaequaintance with the seerct springs of action so profound
and aceurate s that suceceding writers, for noarly three thousand
vears, huve done little cle than new.pame his characters, trans-
pose hits ineidants, and manolicture new draperies for his senti-
mests,
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rich vales, and in others plunging with awful sublimity over rug-
ged precipices, always grand and impressive as the courses of na-
ture.

This production, Wlnch for at lea.st two centuries was not col-
lect(_id into a volume, but sun_g in detached portions by wandcrlng
minstrels, deeply engaged the attention of the Peisistratide, the im-
mediate successors of Solon in the administration of the government
of Athens; who, with rare genius and keen foresight, attempted
to fortify the wise legislation of their great predecessor, by endea-
vouring to make the Greeks breathe the inspiration of this noble
poem. With immense labour, they collected gnd collated its scat-
tered fragments, and restored tiie unity breathed into it by the ge-
nius who gave it birth. Legal cnactments required it to be read
and studied by every citizen of the republic, and recitation of its
sublime passages formed an important part of their entertainments,
at all public games and festivals.  Lmbodying the principles that
directed the chisel of the seulptor, and the painter's peneil, as well
as of the eloquence that uttered its thunders in the forum, and
above ail, furnishing the universal minstrelsy of the people, it in-
spired their genius, refined their taste, and gave them a keen relish
for beauty and ecleganee, without impairing their manly vigour.
It was 2 mirror that reflected the traits of heroes, from whom in
dircet line they traced their deseent, and through them- by only a
few anterior steps to the fabled deities of heaven. Under its in-
Auence, Greece became the birth-place of the arts, the paradise of
the scicnees, the nurse of heroic and manly sentiment, which is
¢ that cheap defence of nations, that unbought grace of life,” which,
inits healthy state, ¢ feels a stain like a wound ; which ennobles
whatever it touches; and under which vice itself loses half its veil,
by losing all its grossness.’ '

As Poctry is peculiarly the language of sentiment and passion,
its political influence must. in a great measure, be limited to that
stage in the progress of sveiety, where civil institutions are rather
the offspring of impulsive feclings, than the emanations of unim-
passioned reason.  She utters her voice in the silent haunts of re-
tirement, and is often most prodigal of her inspiration, to those whose
golden hopes have been reaped down by the sickle of adversity,
They wha have advanced farthest into the c¢hambers of Imagery,
where she holds her court, have often been enabled to gaze undaz-
zled on her glowing visions, and to'convey them in their integrity
to the minds of others, by the very misfortunes that have dried up
Though the
voice of poetry be full of melodious harmony, yet the din of this
every-day working world forces its influence back into the silence
of the closet where it received its birth. In proportion as the ar-
dour of passion is assuaged by the calm voice of reason, in building
the frame-work of socut\' poetry'is compelled to resign her com-

mand of the public car, to the counsels of a bolder and less sensi-
tive spirit, viz. EroqueNce, which animafes a department of liter:
ature, that if measured by the power which it evinees in wiclding
the destinies of men, will not yield to poetry, and is much more
intimately interwoven into the tissues of politics, than poetry, from
its nature, can ever be.

The action of eloquence isnever so vigonrous, nor are her tones
so commanding, as when civil liberty ealls in her aid to resist the

encroachments of tyranuy.  She gathers strength from cbstacles,

( and all attempts to stitle her voice, give addition to its impressive

energy. ‘Il histery of ancient and modern free states furnish no-
ble examples af her triumphs. ~To return to the land of the iad.
As the waves of forcign war subsided, and the beams of péace re—
turned, the energies that, concentrated, had raised a wall of fire
around this glorivus nation, were divided by the jealousies that
must distract every state, which has a diversity of Jocal interests,

uncemented by the charm of an indissoluble union. Whatever
dissolves the eharm, awakens the demons of faction, Discussions.

become bold and free. Schemes are set on fuot, and theories
broached and advocated by intellects which ambition has sharpened
to keenness.  The field isnow clear for eluguence, ~ The insidious
and overreaching policy of Philip of Macedon kindled the great
heart of Demosthenes, and sinking the name of ¢ party’ in the so-
lenmn and venerable name of patriotism, his pelitical views aequired
a princely dignity by the invineible cloguence with which he en-
furced them.  Those orations, whose bold truths, thrilling appeals,
and indignant, savcastic wit clectrified the meu of Athens, are the
fountains whenee suceeeding rhetorieians have drawn the rules and
principles of that sublime science, which embraces in itself a know-
ledge of all the others.

The Romans were less poetical, and more imitative, than the
Grecks, but their oraters were scaveely less illustrious. Their
stately annals gleam with the Tight which flashed from the ardent
souls of the Gracehi.  The darkest aud most corrupt days of the
republic had Cato and Cicero, who threw a splentiour aromnd
them, that made the darkness odious, by rendering it visitle.  But

! none of these great men, and especiaily Cicero, ever reached the

full height of their intelivetunl stature, except when, ou the political
areny, they appesred as e indomitable champions of the crumbling
alth,  Their almost superhuman excrtions i the eanse
of patriotism, have procured fur themselves a fune which - has sur-
vived the wievk of the republic, «t the sume thue that they Jent a
surpassing iuterest to every thing Roman. T'he vrations of Cice-
Wi speetmens of rhietorieal skili, but they
waries 0 the Roman Cammonwealtiy
and
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genius which burhs beneath every period, give them not only a high'
rank in classical literature, but render them the most: acceptable
text-book that can Le placed in the Hands: of the gounn' scholar.
The noble and patriotic sentiments of the old Roman aré thus in-
terwoven into the texture of the ideas, and become a component
part of the intellectual nature, when it is most susceptible of deep
impressions, and exerta strong influence in easting the mould of
thought, even after the original impressions may have been partially
effaced.  The lifeless corpse of the republic has thus been embalm-
ed in the uncorrupting fragrance of genius, and though
¢ The Scipios’ tenb contains no ashes now,’

the features of Rome’s great men are engraven on the tablets of
everlasting duration.

But the triumphs of eloquence are not confined to Greece or
Rowme. The scroll of English prose literature can uarol but few
pages of equal beauty with those which record the intellectual
struggles of . Chatham, Ditt, Fox, Durke, Sheridan, Wyndham,
and others, in the British Senate; and decidedly the most attrac-
tive and eloquent passages, the finest specimens of profound thought
and exquisite elegance of diction, in the whole range of American
literature, are found in the political speeches aud treatises of our
Henry, Hamilton, Jay, Marshal, Fisher Ames, Clay, Randolph,

‘and Webster. Many of the orations of these mighty geniuscs, es-
pecially those of Chatham, Burke, Fisher Ames, and Webster,
oflspring as they are of questions that arise out of the depths of po-
litical science, contain choice touches of sentiment, thrilling appeals
to the most generous passions of human nature, fine imagery, and
graphic descriptions ; thus cementing together the different parts
of their discourses by golden links, that add strength to the work,
while they give the finishing touch to the most costly embellish-

- ments,

The alliance that subsists between poetry, cloquence, and poli-
ties, it is true, is rather incidental than direct; but there is another
department of litcrature, whose range is very extensive, and is dai-
ly becoming mare so, which exerts a political influence that is in-
caleulable. I refer to periodical eriticism.  DMagazines, originally
established as an ordeal through which works oftered to the favour
of the public must pass, e subjected to a rigid analysis, and- be
tested by the application of the rules of just criticism, are now the
charts on which the pilots of the ship of state sketch not merely the
outlines of their course, but develope at length the principles of
party policy. ‘

In addition to works of periodical eriticism, many volumes of
English and American literature, which take rank among the clas-

sics, owe their birth to the rage and rancour of political struggles.
The name of Burke is here covered with splendour. . The volumes
in which he has bequeathed his fame to posterity, all treat, with a
smg]e exception, of subjects purely political ; aIthough Goldsmith
that,

* Born for the universe, he narrowed his mind,
And to party gave up what was meant for mankind,’

has said,

yet we think it quite problematical whether Burke's memory would
have beea cherished with more profound veneration than itis now,
if be had chosen for his walks the groves of the academy, instead of
making the senate echo the tones of his matchless eloquence. Tis
reflections on the French Revolution, his most claborate work, to
say nothing of the depth of knowledge and political sagacity that
are evinced on every page, are an exhibition of the most majestic
style which the English language is capable of affording. The
diction accommodatos itself to the solemn grandeur of the subject,
like the ‘ample folds of the drapery on the master-pieces of antique
sculpture.’” It is impossible to court the acquaintance of this
great maun, through his works, without feeling pure and elevating
influences. One breathes in his presencea purer and moreinvigo-
rating atmosphere. By communion with him, the soul, unaccus-
tomed to bold flights, gradually acquires the ardour and enterprise
of the eagle.

"The productions of Junius take high rank among the English
classies, and now, after the events and circumstances that gave keen-
ness and pungency to his satire have beenswallowed up in oblivion,
they areread, and will continue to be read, for the bold and noble
cast of the thoughts, and the vigour with which they are expressed.
Without attempting tocomplete a catalogue that might be extend-
ed to an almost indefinite length, of those who have adorned politi-
cal discussions with the spoils of literature, it is sufficient to re-
mark, that scarcely'an electoral canvass now takes place, without
bringing forth mtcllectual creations that need only the name of
Junius, to raise thcm into an equality with those letters which are
now marching on to immortality, under the banner of * Stut nominis
wmbra.’

The blending of politics and literature may be productive of im-
mense advantages, or of overwhelming evils, as examples abun-
dantly show, The influence of the Iliad on the states of Greece,
has been already adverted to; and the popular author of ¢ Ferdi-
nand and Isabella,” which may be regarded as one of the most beau-
tiful productions of Ameriean genius, has advanced the opinion
that the turbulent spirits of Spain (while the institutions of chival-
ry alternately covered the state with glory, and were themsclves
invested with commanding dignity by their union with the state,)
were bound together by the patriotic ardour which they breathed
in the poem of the Cid, and other works of a kindred charaoter,
with which the literature of southern Europe abounds. But the
best example of this kind of influence is offered by England, whose

legends and tales of chivalry gleam through the ¢clfin dream® of
Spenser, and give a keener zest even to Milton's heavenly theme,
The memory of her kings and queens has_been immortalized by
Shakspeare, and their vices drawn forth, aund unmasked to De de.
tested, with such patlios and - gencrous sympathy, that our tears
flow at the downfall of greatness supported by guilt, and we see
without envy the vault which sucéessful ambition makes, as he has
withdrawn the curtain, and permitted us to see the accompanying
thorns, how they pierce the deepest when the splendour is most
dazzling. All the events of her history have Leen woven by a
thousand others, whose names whiten along the milky-way of her
intellectual sky, into solema narrative, festive poetry, and spartivo
lays: Thus

¢ Uniting as $th a moral band

Its native legends with their land,

Giving each rock its storied tale,

Pouring alay fur every dale,
until the sentimest of patrietism, which is a complex idea, com-
posed of the recollection which great men haveleft behind them, and
of the master-pieces of genius, has settled down into a component
principle of the British constitutional nature ; combining with loyal.
ty, it cmbraces the throne with a grasp so strong, that theattempt to
upheave it would be as futile as the attempt to dlslodﬂe the founda-
tions of the deep- anchored isle. .

A Briton conceives the State to be the offspring of the will of
God, and he looks-upon the frame-work of his government, adorned
as it is with spoils which have been culled from the richest products
of genius, through the space of a thousand ycars, as a sublime tem-
ple, which the Deity honours with his presence.  The church en-
graves her cternal sanctions on the cap-stones of the temple, and
maintains her sacred ministers through all its departments. The

civil officer, in vowing allegiance to his sovereign, also vows allegi-*

ance to the majesty of heaven, in the sacraments of the church,
He thus acquires a sanctity of character which has astrong tenden-
cy at least tostifle the cold selfishness of the human heart, which
too often looks upon office as the merc avenue of gain.  To render
it still more attractive, the idea of royalty and nobility is embodied
in the persons of individuals.  Allthe chars that inspire the deep-
est and most romantic devotion, relieved by long lines of splendid
anceStry, are concentrated around the throne. Love, and enthusi-
astic ardour, all the strongest and 1nost generous passions of the
human breast, united with cool, reflecting reason, combine to give
strength and durability to the noblest nonarchy that ever was
framed.

Now compare this gorgeous fubric with the siraplicy of the Ame-
rican republic. ‘They who framed it were baptized sons of liber-
ty in a river of patriot blood. They were thus made sacred for
their sublime duty. Their institutions arc the emanations of pure
reason, DPassions of cvery deseription were commanded to hold
their peace, when they addressed themselves to their appointed
task. Not beauty but utility was the object sought and gained.
They looked for support, not to enthusiastic passions, and the ar-
dour of devotion, butto the unsophisticated reason of men of com.
mon sense.  But passions are stronger than reason, and they oftey
usurp her authority. Institutions strong as iron andsolid as stone,
may effect every purpose of utility, but they cannot cayse to vibrate
the cords of affection in the heart. Self interest may be enlisted
to support them, but the deep, resistless current of patriotic ardour
requires our strongest passions to arouse i to its full force. As
the genius of the republic is entirely averse from incorporating its
prominent features in the persons of ‘individuals, sinking men in
the absorbing depths of principles, our only resort, and it is a resort
of impregnable strength, in order to cnlist the affections of the
whole people in the support of national institutions, is to unite the
highest possible utility with supreme elegance of intellectual taste,

In this way, we may hape to restmm the fury of hold, bad men, |

by offering attraotions to the better part of their nature, We may
weave unfading garlands around the statue of Liberty, and thus
invest her with such noble charms, that she shall awe those whom

she cannot win.
Kniokerbocker for March, 1840,

From New York Reporter.
MAY—MAY DAY.
Mark | how we meet thee
At dawn of dewy day !
Hark ! how we greet thee,
‘With our roundelay !
‘While all the goodly things that be
_ In earth, and air, and ample sea,
Are walking up to welcome thes,
Thou merry month of May!

So sang Bishop Heber when in India, no doubt moved by thoso
feelings which he brought with him from Europe, where he often
witnessed the merry multitudes who make the first of May, or May
Day, a rural festival, according ta the usage of the olden time, as
set forth in the works ‘of the poets and chroniclers of that period ;
and who, one and all, appear to have taken the * Merrie Month of
Maie” under their especial proteotion. It is, most assuredly, the
season of Love and Poesy. The buds, the blossoms, and the mer-
ry birds, awake the soul to love and harmoay, and man cannot but
feel that delight in which nature herself rejoiceth so greatly.

Man, cooped up in-cities, however, is an artificial wretched be-
ing; and although he may feel and acknowledge the beauties of the

¢ vouthful May,” he looks upon them merely as one of the varying
seasons of the year, that brings vegetables to market, reducés fiis
bill for fuel, and makes out-of-daors an agreeable, variable source
of recreation! But the clearing out of house and home—paying
up arrears of rent—seeking a new dwdlmg_desnucnon of furni-
ture—and ail the annovances which silly custom has, asit were, en-
tailed here, upon our good citizens, are more or less sullicient to
destroy any associations so delightful a change may create so the
individual so circumstanced. I say nothing of the distréss and af-
fliction which the poor and needy meet with on this day of general
movement, destruction, and plunder ; and the privations and mise-

“ties they endure at the hands of hard-hearted landlords or heartless

creditors. ITow,many hundreds, nay, thousands, have had, and
will have, cause to exeerate the first day of the merry month of
May. There are those who laugh at this! O !lachrymoselaugh-
ter | melancholy mirth | The fiest of May doth © stand for aye ac-
cursed in the calendnr” with him whose goods are seized for rent,
and he knoweth not where to put his bead! This is the telumph
of Art over Nature with a vengeance ! May courts us to be jocund
and gay; but dsax—selfish,. heartless; lucré-loving man—dashes
the pure cup of hope and honied joy from our lips, and gives us, in-
stead, the bitter chalice which he has himself with art concocted,
the nauseous draught of disappointment and despnir.

The Iegisluture should abolish this cruct innovation of the j joysof °
the merry month of May,” as in dircct opposition to the will of
Heaven, to the kind appeals of Nature, who cries aloud, be merry
and happy, as you sec all around you. llow thiscustom of & * ge-
neral move” obtained in this coungry on the first of May, we know
not; but this we know, the name of the individual who first adopt-
ed this eruel custom should be held up to publie detestation and
contempt, as a contemner of the beauties of nature ; asa foe to hu-
manity ; and, in short, as a good-for-nothing heartless fellow, We
hope tn see the day when this month shall prove to all, what it real-
ly is, the “merry month of May”—the advent of all that is beauti-
ful, all that is dear to us in creatian—the season of love, of henlth,

of mirth, and boundless enjoymeut—a season that opens the heart,
expauds the minds, and lifts our thoughts with heartfelt gratitude
to the God of all—He who, in his infinite wisdom, has'made ot
seasons (this especially) for man’s profit, enjoyment, and content,
I bave been led to these reflections on wituessing around me the
bustle, confusion, robbery, and distress, so peculiar to this place on
the first of May, and unparalleled in any other city in the universe !
In Eogland, TFrance, Gcrmxm), &e. though much of the mlrth and
hilarity of the olden tine is forgotted or dxsuscd yet enobigh re-
mains to give a zest to this happy season of thc coming spring. T he
outpouring of the populutlon of the cities of London, Paris, &e, to
go a-maying, may be more epsily, mmgmed than deseribed,  Iam
of the number of those who held i in dear remembrance the i lnnocem;
sports of qur forofathers, which moved the heart to Jove of iuman
nature and gratitude to heaven,

Often have I in my nonufrc—-happy days of i mnqcencc and mlrth
—gone a~maying.

“ To rove the good grecnwood. and bring
Away thespoil of carly spring,

With nosegays deck’d, with gurlands crown'd,
And hang cach smiling homestead round,

Window, and door, and porch with howers
Of verdant boughs and blooming llowers,”

The lives of most are misspent for want of a certain end of their
actions: wherein they do, as unwisc archers, shoot away their ar-
rows they know not at what mark. They live only out of the
present, not directing themselves and their praceedings to one uni-
versal scope; whence they alter upon every change of oceasions,
and never reach any perfection ; neither can they doother but con-
tinue in uncertainty and end in discomfort. Others aim at ono
ocrtuin mark, but a wrong one.

Sincurar Scienririe Lanonr,—In the infancy of rallrond spe-
culation, the engineers resorted to a thousand labovious contrivances
with a view of overcoming an obstacle which had no real existence,
Tt was assumed that the adhesion of the smooth wheels of the cay-
riage upon the equally smooth iron rail, must necessarily be so
slight, thatif it should be attempted to drag any considerable weight,
the wheels would only be whirled round, while the carriage would
not advance. A patent for an invention to remedy this fancied in-
convenience was actually taken out by Mr. Blenkinsop,. in 1811.

A Scotchman proposes an apparatus, the use of which entirely
does away with the necessity of eating. Byan ingenious transfer
of vanity to a different part of the body, he causes the stomach in-
stead of the brain to be inflated, and a man can now faney his sto~
mach is well filled, where he used to believe the sune of his head.

Great talents and splendid achievements are necessarily confinéd
to few : and as we may be virtuous and happy without them, this
is not to be regretted ; but it isthe duty and interest of every indi~
vidual to aim at excellence in his own sphere, however humble.’
Many of the very same qualities are requisite to make u good trades-
man, or skilful mechani¢, which are needed to furm a great states-
man or general. '

Childhood is like a mirror, eatching and reflecting images from
all around it, - Remember that an impious or profane thought, ut-
tered by a parent*s lip, may operate on the young heart like-a care--
less spray of water thrown upon a polished steel, staining it ,.wnlh
rust whxch no.after scouring can efface. -—Pelcr Larley.. e
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They tell us that the deep blue sea hath
More dangers than the shore

They whisper tales of ocean wrath,
And breakers deadly roar,

ITow oft the ruddy check will pale
To leave the earth bebind ,

How oft the glowing heart will quail
Before the tempest wind.

We fear the billows' dash—but why ?
‘T'here’s one to guard and save :

‘There's One whose wide and watehful cye
Sleeps not above the wave.

Why should the soul withdraw its trust
Upon the foamy track?

Je who gave life, all wise, and just,
Knows when to ask it back !

Though death were nigh T would not ¢hrink

My fuith,—my hope should rest
Upon a Maker’s will, and think
SWhatc'er Ile willad the best,
I'd ever trust the ruling hand
Howe’er the storm might rave;
For He who watehes o'er the land,
Sleeps not ahove the wuve,

Evuiza Coox.

From the Kuickerbocker.
THE ENGLISII LANGUAGEL.

Continued from p. G7.

In closing the first division of the present paper, it was olserved |
that another and concluding number would be devoted to a consi-
deration of the best means of cu‘ltivuting an acquaintanee with the
Finglish Janguage ; the danger of corruption to which it is exposed
from innovation; with some allusion to British criticism upan the
manner in which the English language is written and spoken in
America; and an examination of its future prospects, in vegard to
its prevalence and extension.  In reference to the first braneh of the
subject, we may remark, that undoubtedly the first place is to be
assigned to n careful perusal of the best authors, with a speeial at-
tention to their peculiar turns of thought and modes of expression.
A good style. like good manners, must be formed by frequeyting
sood company, not for the purpose of imitating any particular indi-
vidual, but fur catching the nameless grices of all. A correct taste

Jin regard to fine writing can only be. formed, like taste in the fine
arts, hy the carcful inspection of godd wodels.  Diflbrent writers
have different execllencivs; and he who would form a correet taste
and a good style, must not confine his attention to a few favourite
authors: but must suffer his mind to roam, somewhat at Jarge, over
the fields of Luglish lterature.

A frequent recurrence to a standard dictionary, in connexion with
extensive reading, is also of great importanee, in order to the wain-
tenance of purity aud propriety of cumposition.  Without such a
help, always at hand, and frequently resorted to, there are fow per-
sons who would not be in danger of using unauthovized words, or of
giving to legitimate words an unauthorized meaning.

In selecting a dictionary as a standard, great-judgment and dis-
eretion should be exercised.  Johnson's dictionary, with its latest
jmprovements, particularly his quarto, possess many advantages
over any others which have ever been written,  The idea of sup-
porting and illustrating the meaning of words by quotations from
distinguished authors, was a peculiarly happy conception ; and this
feature in Johnson's dictionary will be highly valued by every eri-
tical scholar.  The meaning of words is mare accurately aseertained
by inspecting the manner in whick they liave been used by good au- |
thors, than it can possibly be from any definition.

The authority
of' some authors is superior to that of others; and o means is aft
turded by this dictionary for distinguishing between words of mo-
dern use, and those which must be considered as well nigrh vbsolete.

Next to a careful perusal of the best clussical Engiish writers,
with the aid of & good dietivnary, the greatest help to a thorough
requaintance with the Lnglish will be found in a knowledge of the
The inglish has devived” more words from the
all other foreign sources: and these words ave
some of the most expressive and foreible in the language. The La-
tin language posessses peculiar ndvantages as an expositor of the
Euglish.  The words which have been derived from the French,
tave been taken with little change of form § and 1o trace them back

to their source, furaishes little or no elue to their meaning.  Itis
not so with words derived from the Latin,

Latin language.
Latin, than from

Those words which are
simple in the English, are often compounded in the Latin, and the
simple Latin words of which they are compounded, often furnish
the best interpretation of the English werd which has been derived
{rom them, )

The Greek language, also, from which many valuable English
words have been derived, possesses, to a great degree, the same ad-
wantages as the Latin, and is bighly worthy of the attention of the
Xnglish scholar.

Languages, like uations, have had their rise, their glory, and
their deoline,  ‘T'he sun of English literature has risen in peculiar

N « . ¢
Drightness, has ascended the heavens in majesty, 2nd isshedding its

meridian splendour on the world. Who would not regret to be-
hold it descending towards the lorizon, even though it should scat-
ter brilliancy over a hemisphere in its setting glory?  It'isinterest-
ing to inquire what are the dangers of corruption to which the Eng-
lish language is exposed, and how they may be avoided.

The great danger of corruptivn to which it is exposed is inno-
vation. In the earlicr state of a language, whex it is pfogressing
to improvement by the lahours of genius and taste, innovation isthe
prime source of itsadvancenwnt.  But when a language has receiv-
ed the finishing touch of improvement, and become substautially
settled, innovation is to be steadily frowned upon.  With the mo-
dels of Grecian sculpture and architecture before him, where is the
artist who will pretend that excellence is to be attained in these fine
arts by innovation, and not by imitation? "There is nothing more
Leautiful than simple beauty itself.  The Italians attemnpted to im-

prove the Corinthian, the most clegant order of Grecian architee- |

ture, by combining the beauties of the Jonic and of the Caorinthian; i
but in the judgment of all of good taste, they marred what it was

their purpese to adorn.

When a lunguage becomes substantially settled, innovation must
Le considered a kind of Literary treason.
tled when no authors may be expected to arise in it, more distin-
guished than those who have already arisen, In this view of the
subject, must not the English language be considered as settled ?
When will more iHustrious authors arise, than those who have al-
ready shed a glory on English literature?

There is, indeed cheering proof that the English language is not
on the decline.

A linguage becomes set-

"The later writers in every department of literature
and science are not inferior to their predecessors.  Camphbell, and
Rogers, and Montgomery, and Scott, and Byron, and many others,
have adorned the fields of poetry.  Reed, Stewart, and Brown, are
Webster,
as a lexicograplier, is no unworthy suecessor of the illustrious John-
son.  If nature] philosophy and physical astronomy have made lit-
tle advancement since the time of Newton, other departments of
physical scienee, and particularly chemistry, have been signally ad-
vanced ; and the latter has been beautifully illustrated by Sir HHum-
phrey Davy, and a multitude of others.

scarcely inferior to Locke in metaphysieal authorship,

In fietitious writing, no
former author, for beauty of description and eleganee of language,
will Lear a comparison with Sir Walter Scott.  And for a pure,
classical, and elegant style, nothing in the whole range of the Eng-
lish classies will surpass that of ‘Washington Irving, the American,
"Theology has been clegantly as well as foreibly illustrated by Blaic
and Campbell, Porteus and Dwight,

The progress of science, among those who speak and write the
English language, is undoubtedly onward. New discoveries are
mzking, and new terims will be required to express them. But, with
this exception, innovation is the bane of the English language.
New words which are unnecessary only encumber a language, and
increase the difliculty of Jearning and of writing it.  "T'o borrow the
similitude of an elegant author, © Of what use is it to introduce fo-
reiguers for the defence of a country, when its native eitizens are
abundantly suflicient forits protection?”  Language is the cornmon
property of thuse who speak and who write it; and it is of great
consequence that they use the same words, and in the same senses,
and even that they write them with the same orthogrophy. No
single man, and no small body of men, have aright to interfere with
the common property of all. Tt has required the labour of ages to
bring the English language 10 its present perfection and unitormi-
ty; and he who attempts, by bold innovations, to trespass upon its
laws, and to break up its foundations, should be regarded as the foe
of Xnglish literature.

Aservile imitation of distinguisbed writers, who amidst great ex-
cellensies have promivent defeets, is another source of danger to the
purity and beauty of the English language. An eminent writer
oceasionally rises, whose majesty of thought and splendour of dic-
tion attract a general admiration, and whose distinguished excellen-
cies throw a mantle over his minor defeets. It requires great judg-
ment and taste to separate the exeellencies from the defects of sueh
awriter; a judgment and taste which are not always possessed and
exercised. Such
While the greatness of his
thoughts and the splendour of lis imagery attract universal admi.
ration, he is far from being a good model of style,

Such writers are sure to have many imitators,
au author, among others, is Chalmer.

Many a youth.
ful theologian, after he has interlarded lis discourse with the quaint
peculiuritics of this distinguished writer, fancies that Le has put on
the splendid robe of Chaliners, when in fact he has ouly stuien his
rags, .

A rage for new works, and original authors, constitutes another
danger to which the English danguage is exposed. A love of no-
velty is, indeed, a characteristic of an jngenions people.  All the
Athenians, we are told in the volume of inspiration, spent their
time in nothing else but to hear and to learn some new thing. No
doubt authors may be cxpected from time to time to urise, who will
be an ornament to English literature,  Butafier all, it is undoubt-
edly true, that the most valuable literature and science in the Eng-
lish language is from half a century to a century and an¥hif old.
This is the mine which must be explored and wrought by him who
would Lring forth the treasures, and display the riches, of the lan-
guage.

A few remarks on the future prospeets of the language, as to its

extension aud prevalence, will bring this paper to a close.  The' | soul of man grows proud.

|

’ and his friend :

English language, it may be confidently asserted, embodies more -
valuable literature and:science than any other that was ever written
or spoken. This circumstance will be sure to attract to it the re-
gard of the learned and enlightened of every country. The butter-
flies of fashion, that flutter around the courts of modern Europe,
may prefer the French. Let it, if they please, bave the honour of
being the court language ¢f Europe. * But the learned in these
countries will always set a higher value on the English, Nor wil}
they be content. to derive a knowledge of English authors merely
from translations. The spirit of English literature would exten.
sively evaporate in a translation, :

The British empire, although it has its seat ina few small islands
of the ocean, has its colonies in the four guarters of the world, In
Canada and the West Indies, in Western and  Soutliern Afriea, in
Hindostan and New Holland, the English Janguage has a finn es-
tablishicent, and every prospect of an extension. Among the mil-
lions of India, a broad field for its conquests, the English is perpe-
tually trenching upon the language of the natives. The United
States, stretching through the breadth of a continent from the At-
lantic to the Pacific oceans, which is yet to be spread over with a
vast number of enlightened freemien, fursiishes a distinguished thea-
tre where the English language may extend its triumph, and rear
up the monument of its glory.

The English is the language of two of the most commercial na-
tions on-the globe; and British and  American commerce cannot
fail to carry it, as on the wings of the wind, to the utmost ends of
the earth. The two nations that speak this language are also, more
extensively than all others, engaged in missionary operations, and
appear ta he destined to be the principal instruments iu the diffusivn

| of christianitty to every nation of the world. Wherever missionary

establishments are formed by these people, the English lunguage is
likely to be gradually introduced. No doubt missionaries will ex-
tensively learn the language of those to whom they are sent; and
translations of the Seriptures, and other valuable works, will be
made into these languages, especially for the use of the adalt popu-
lation.  But much of missionary effect will be expended upon the
young ; and the children in schools will be likely to be taught the
Lnglish language, that an access may be opened to them, without
the labour of trauslations, to the great fountain of Eunglish litera-
ture and science. ’

Though the English can scarcely hope to become the universal
language, no other language has an equal prospect of hecoming
nearly so. The author who. can produee a2 work in this language,
which is worthy to go down to posterity, knows not to what a vast
congregation it may be his privilege ultimately to speak, and how
many unborn millions it may be his bigh lionous to entertuin and
to instruct. ‘

EXTRACTS FROM «HYPERION.”
TOWN AND COUNTRY.
The following is part of a conversation between Paul Flemming
“ But to resume our old sulject of scholars and their wherea-
beut,” said the Baron, * where should the seholar live?  In soli-
tude or in socivty 2 In the green stillness of the country, where he
can hear the heart of nature beat, or in the dark, gray c‘.t_\-,‘ where
he can hear and feel the throbbing heart of man?
swer for him, and say, in the dark, gray city.

I will makean-
Oh, they do greatly
err, who think that the stars are all the poetry which cities have ;
and thercfore that the poei's only dwelling should be in sylvan soli-
tudes, under the green roof of trees.  Beautiful, no doubt, are all
the forins of nature, when transfigured by the miraculous power of
poetry ; hamlets and harvest fields, and nut-brown waters, flowing
ever under the forest, vast and shadewy, with all the sights and
sounds of rural life, But after all, what are these but the decora-
tions and painted scenery in the great theatre of human life ? What-
are they Lut the coarse materials of the poet's song?  Glorious in-
deed is the world of God around us, but more glorious is the world
of God within us. There lies the Land of Song; there lies the
poet’snative land.  The river of life, that flows through streets -
multuous, bearing along so many gallant hearts, so many wrecks of
humanity ; the many homes and households, each a little world in
itself, revolving round its fireside, as a central sun ; all forms of Lu-
man joy and suffering brought into that nayrow compass;--and tobe
in this znd be a part of this; acting, thinking, rejoicing, sorrowing,
with bis fellow men ;—such, such should be the poet's life.  If he
would deseribe the world, he should live in the world. The mind
of the scholar, also, if you would have it large and liberal, should
eome in contact with other minds. It isbetrer that his armour
should he somewhat bruised, even by rude encounters, than hang
forever rustling on the wall.  Nor will bis themes be few or trivial,
because apparently shut in Letween the walls of houses, and haviug
merely the decorations of street scenery. A ruined cheracter is as'
picturesque as aruined castle. There are dark abysses and yawn-
ing gulfs in the human beart. which can be rendered passzble only
by bridging them over with jron nerves and sinews, as Challey
ridged the Savine in Switzerland, and Telford the sea between
Anglesea and England, with chain bridges. These are the great
themes of humau thought ; not green grass, and flowers, and mocu-
shine. Besides, the mere external formns of Nature we make our
own, and carry with us into the city, by the power of memory.”

“ 1 fear, however," interrupted Flemming, *that in cities the
He needs at times to be sent forth, Lke

“‘
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the Assyrian monarch, into green fields, ‘a wondrous wretch and
weedless,’ to eat green herbs; and be wakened and chastised by the
rain-shower and winter's bitter weather. Moreover, in citics there
is danger of the soul’s becoming wed to pleasure, and forgetful of
its high vocation.
childhood, and guarded by good ungels as sweet seclusions.for holy-
thoughts, and prayers, and all good purposes; wherein pious wish-
es dwelt like nuns, and every image was a saint; and yet in life’s vi-
cissitudes, by the treachery of oceasion, by-the thronging passions
of great cities, hiave become soiled and sinful. ‘Theyresemble those
convents on the river Rhine, which have been changed to taverns;
from whose chamlers the pious inmates have long departed, and in
whose cloisters the footsteps of travellers have effaced the images of
buried szints, and whose walls are written over with ribaldry and
the names of strangers, and resound no more with holy hymns, but
with revelry and loud voices.”

“ Both town and country have their dancers, said the Baron;
and therefore, wherever the scholar lives, he must never forget’ his
high vocation. Otherarticts give themselves up wholly to thestu-
dy of their art. It becomes with -them almost rcligion. ~ For the
most part, and in their youth, at least, they dwell in lands where
the whole atmosphere of the soul is beanty ; laden with it as the air
may be with vapour, till their very nature is saturated with the ge-
nius of their art. Such, for example, is the artist's life in Italy.”

“ I agree with you,” exclaimed Flemming ; “and such should be
the poet's everywhere; for he has his Rome,. his Florenece, his
whole glowing Italy, within-the four walls of his library,  He has
in his books the ruins of an antique world,—and the glories of a
modern one,—his Apollo and Transfiguration. Ife must neither
forget nor undervalue his vocation; but thank God that he isa po-
et; and everywhere be true to himself, and to the * vision and the
faculty divine’ he feels within him.

-

SUMMER.

“ They were right,—those old German Minnesingers,—to sing
the pleasant summer-ttme ! What a time it is! How Junestands
iltuminated in the Calendar! The windows are all wide open; only
the Venetian blinds are closed. Here and there a long streak of
sunshine streams in through a crevice. We hear the low sound of
the wind among the trees; and, as it swells and freshens, the dis-
tant doors clap to, with a sudden sound. The trees are heavy with
leaves ; and the gardens full of Llossoms, red and white, The whole
atmosphere is laden with perfumes and sunshine. The birds sing.
The cock struts about, and crows loftily. Inseets chirp in the
grass. Yellow butter-cups stud the green carpet like golden but-
tons, and the red blossoms of the clover like rubies. The elin-trees
reach their long, pendulous branches almost to the ground. White
clouds sail aloft; and vapours fret the blue sky with silver threads.
The white village gleams afiir against the dark hills,  Through the
meadow winds the vivéF,—careless, indolent. It seems to love the
country, and is in no haste to reach the sea. ‘The bee only is at
work. L.

..Leople drive gut from town to hreathe, and to.be happy.
of them have flowers in their hands; bunebes of flower-blossoms
and still oftencr lilacs.  Ye denizens of the erowded city, how plea-
sant to you is the change frow the sultry street to the open fields,
fragrant with clover-Dlossoms | how pleasant the fresh, breczy coun-
try air, dashed with brine from the meadows! how pleasant, above
all, the flowers, the manifold, beantiful Aowers !

1t is no longer day. Through the trees rises the red moon, and
the starsare scarcely seen.  In the vast shadow of night, the cool-
ness and the dews descend. Isit at the open window to enjoy them.
and hear only the voice of the summer wind, Like black hulks,
the shadows of the great trees ride at anchor on the billowy sea of
grass. I cannot see the red and blue flowers, but I know that they
are there.  ITar away in the meadow gleams the silver Charles.
The tramp of horses’ hoofs sounds from the wooden bridge. Then
2l is still, save the continuous wind of the summer night.  Some-
times [ know not if it e the wind or the sound of the neighbour-
ing sea. The village clock strikes; and I feel that I amn not alone,

How different is it in the city!
gore,

It is late, and the crowd is
You step out upon the baleony, and lie in the very bosom
of the cool, dewy night, as if you fulded her garments about you.
The whole starry heaven is spread out overliead. Beneath lies the
public walk witl trees, like a fathomless, black gulf, into whosesi-
ient darkness the spirit plunges and floats away, with sume beloved
spirit clasped in its embrace,

The lamps are still burning up and
down the lone street,

People go by, with grotesque shadows, now
fore-shortened and now lengthening away into the darkness and va-
nishing, while a new one springs up behind the walker, and seems
to pass him on the side-walk. The iron gates of the park shut with
a jangling clang. There are footsteps, and loud voices :—a tumult,

—a drunken brawl,-—an alarm of fire ;-~then silence again.  And
now at length the city is asleep, and we ean-see the night. The

belated moon looks over the roofs, and finds no one to welcome her.
The moonlight is broken. It lies here and there in the squares,
aud the opening of streets,—angular, like blocks of white marble.

THE MUTINEER'S WIDO.

~ We have been thinking a good deal lately about those * wooden

walls," which-for so many centuries * kept the foreigners from fool-
ing us.” We have heard of Russian fleets, and of the power and
magnificent pr.:pa'txons of a Russion Steam Ship, built in the docks

There have been souls dedicated to heaven from-

-the fumous mutiny of the Nore.

Most

) |
‘of ¥ Old Father Thames;” a proceeding, we will venture to assert,

that did not altogether ineet the approbation of the ¢ most loved of
all the Ocean’s sons;" and turning over a petty wultum in parvoe
edition of “ Willis's Pencillings by the Way,” where three volutmes
are put into one, we fell upon‘a passage strongly characteristic of
American self-importance, where the author declares, with as much
decision as if he were an Admiral of the Red, that from the com-
parisons he has made between his own and the ships of war of ano-
ther nation, * America may be well proud of lier navy I"  We be-
lieve she may, for a young country, be very proud of her navy, and

of many other things; but we trust, for her own sake, that Mr.
Willis did not mean to induce a comparison between the war ves—

sels of England and those of America. If he did, he is more con-
ceited than we deemed it possible for an American to Le.

“e thought thus, as we closed somewhat hastily Mr. Willis's
Pencillings ; and having nothing clse within reach, but the pages of
Chambers' last Journal, our eye rested upon anarticle headed * Ri-
chard Parker the Mutineer,” the name brought to our rémembrance
There was something so unlike
mutiny in the fact of the guns of the rebellious ship marking their
respect for the king, whose commands they refused to obey, by
firing salutes on his birth-dey morning—something so chiralric in
abstaining from plunder, where the wealth of our wealthy nation
was at their mercy—something so frank and manly in the bearing

of poor Parker himself, that we read the article with sailor interest, !

until we came to a most touching account of the heroic conduct of
the widow of the chief of the mutineers ; then indeed our interest
became painful, and the fact of this extraordinary woman being now
alive, and in extreme want, awoke sympathies which we hope the af-
fluent will share in.  Mrs. Parker and her husband were of supe-
rior rank in life, but difficulties came upon him, and he sought re-
fuge and distinction Leneath the British flag.  Induced by the dis-
contented, he first joined and then direeted their movements; nor
did his wife know of his perilous situation until bis sentence of death
struck upon her car.  She flew to the palace, Lut received as an
answer to bier supplication, that “toall but R. Parker mercy would
be extended.” Afier many difficulties she arrived opposite the
Sandwich, on board which I’arker was to die.
morning crept along the horizou, and she prevailed on the boat
people of a Sheerness market boat to take her alongside—but the
sentinel threatened to fire on them.  As the hour drew nigh, the
wife saw her busband on the deck bLetween two elergymen,. In
her agony she called on him, and he Leard and knew her voice. In
a.few minutes it was all over; happily, she was insensible; but
when her senses returned, she sought the key of the churchyard

where he bad been interred—it was refused her. Excited almost

to madness by the mfurmaupn, that I.ln, surgeon would dxsmter thw

body that night,”
wall —found her husband's gmve—scrapcd away the clay~removed

the !id—and at last clasped the cold hacd of her husband in lier

own,
vSo much for the daring of woman’s love, but woman's deterini-

; mation; urged by the swne cause, aroused hery the young and loncly

widow, from the enjoyment of this melancholy pleasure. She again
scaled the wall, told ber story to two women, who called forth a
kindly spirit in several men, and undertook to rescue the body from
its ignowinious grave, and place it at the widow’s disposal; she
succecded in conveying it to London, but the news of the exhuma-
tion bad anticipated her arrival,  She wished to convey it to Exe-
ter or Scotland, but the Lord Mayor prevailed on her to permit it
to be decently interred in Whitechapel churehyard. In that church-

yard now lie the remains of Richard Parker—a man who might
have deserved a better fate,

There is something peculiarly beautiful in the earnest and devot-
ed affection of this faithful-hearted woman; and the late King
William, hearing she had become blind, graciouslv sent her at onc
time ten, at another twenty pounds. -~ An appeal has lately been
made in her favour, and our motive in detailing in so few words,
what might be enlarged into a romance, is simply for the purpose
of drawing public attention to the situation of Mrs. Parker, as the
sure herald of that relief which the public are ready to bestow when
they know it is nceded and where it is deserved.
nary woman has completed her sixty-ninth year,.and is in a state
of utter destitution, we will not say without friends—for we hope
this appeal will raise up many. —Britanniu.

SHAKESPEARE'S COTEMPORARIES.

“ It is not so much,” says Hazlitt, *in one faculty that Shaks-
peare excelled his fellows, asin that wondrous combination of talent
which made him beyond controversy eminent above all.” The fruits
of their genius are neither S0 fair, so rich, nor so abundant as those
of ldis; but yetthey are good fruits---sound, plensant, and whole-
some. 1fa masculine and vigorous,fonc of thought is to be in-
spired---if profeund lessons of human nuture are to be learned---if
the best and noblest: sympathics and feelings' are 1o be roused, by
the scenes of Shakspeare, soarc they also by those of his contempo-
raries,. It is a fastidiousness which objeets-to their general peru-
sal on the score of the coarseness and indelicacy which prevails too
much in their language. This isg fault, incidental to the compara-
tive rudeness of the age, and ncither flowing from depravity of
thought nor tending to.engender it.  Grossness of expression is re-
volting, not seducing, to the modern reader; and those who seek’

i negro with an arm full of boots.

The faint gray of

7 ﬂ‘gn bl

. This extraordi- |-

boat about to start?

several articles of clothing, a chn-r, &e. consumed.

fire, ..

to inflame the imagination by licentious . scenes and descriptions,
carefully avoid infusing in their poison any thing offensive to the
taste. ‘There is more mischief in a page of Balzac, or George Sand,
or Victor Hugo, thau in all the volumes of the Elizabethan drama- |
tists.  In their moral works the tone is stem ‘and lofty. Vice i is
painted in all its varicties, and in all its blackness. It is never lud
under a mask of sentimental delicacy and refinement.  Its featurw‘
are always hideous, its acts revolting, and its consequcnces terri-
ble; nor is there to be found a scene of vicious indulgence unat-
tended with ecivcumstances so dismal as to excite any emotion but
fearand horror.  Virtue, on the other hand, appears in all her sub-
lumtvuud beauty. That such pictures should be stained with de- -
formities---and those of Shakqpeare himself are not fice from them
is no sufficient reason against their exhibition.

The same immnaturity of teste which led to coarseness of Innrruagc
in the old dramatists, led zlso to many of the other faults which lie
open to the censure of modern criticism, and render wost of their
works unfit for the modern stage.  But there was little eriticism in
England in those du\'s. The English drama did not grow by shight
degrees, but sprang at ance into the greatest strength and vigour
which it hos ever reached.  Sir Walter Scott observes, that between
Gorbodue, the oldest English tragedy, and the plays of Slml.epearc,
the interval did not exceed twenty yeurs; and Shakspeare appeared
in the midst of a host of others, almost any onc of whom would
have conferred lustre vn a less illustrious age.--- London Spectator.

A TRAVELLER. ‘

As we were about leaving the hotel at l‘lulndelphm this morn-
mg there seemed some delay from a passenger in the third story.
Pretty soou, we heard a sharp altereation up stairs, followed by
the appearance of a short fat man with a red face, who preceded
“T'he short fat inan hobbled to the
bar, and in a sort cf ominous whisper, as though he took some ere-
dit for not being in a towering passion, said,

¢ Landlord, where are My soors 2"

«Why, really, sir, I---what number wera they "

What has that to do with it," said the fat man, beginning to pet
excited. - I don't know the number; I believe they were 8, with
low heels and pegged.”

“ Ab, you mistake, what is the number of your room ?”

“Forty-five.” ’

«‘And did- you put the numbeér onyour boots, when \ou took ‘
them off?” ' o

« Whathave I to do wlth markmg boots? “Do you think I cur-.
ry a bottle of ink in my’ pocket to prevent my boots bcmg stolen""

“ But tlwrc was a plu.c of chalk on the stuud whcne you took them,_

‘“"" .

e

.t

"satd the other, <111 tell
T'he simple question is, Where
I touk them offin this house, and you are respon-
That's law all over the world.”
said the driver,

“ Let it wait,” said the fat man.  “ Suppose T can go without
my boats?”

“ Iere be one pair that wern't marked,”
them um?”

A piece of thlmder zmd lnghtmn
vou what Landlord, tlis won't do.
are my boots?
sible for them

« Carriage \vzntmg,

said the black, ““are
~“Themn um, you rascal, why lhcy are nu inch too short, and the
heels are two inches bigh.”

¢ Carriage waiting, and the boat will leave if I wait any longer,”
shouted- the driver, while we were all in tllc carriage .md urging
him to start,

T'he fat man gasped for breath.
ARE MY Roors?”

“ Why, really, sir, J—"

«Go o not,” said the driver. )

Theshort mnan seized the unmarked Loots, and strained and pull-
cd till he got them on, und groaning as though his feet were ina |
vice

« I'll tell you what it is, Landlord, I call all these people to wit-
ness——" ‘

« Carriage starting,” said the hvstandcrq

The fat man startul to, and was just getling into the coach, \vhen f
the black touched lis coat tail, saying, * Remember the servant,
sir 27 '

“ Yes,”said the other, turning round and layiog liis cane over the
waiter's head, ¢ tuke that, and tlmt, and try and see if you can re-
member me, and ‘my boots, too.’ )

After wereached the boat, and for a long time, the fut man scem=
ed lost in & reverie, looking at'his new boots. I once heard himy _ .
mutter, ¢ After all, if I get the heels cut off} they wont be so very
uncomfortable, and mine did leak a little.”

Thus may we dr;m comfort from the worst of ills, for what is
“worse than losing one’s boots when the carriage is waiting

" Lamllurd, I again ask, wuese
. S AT ‘

and the

.

Firr rrox rue Ravs of 7ur Sux.---The hoarding house of
Mrs. Lroome, in Ihrttord was set on fire rg‘(;entlv by the sun, and
I'hc fire wns
:communicated to a portion of theattic, by & pane of gldss in the fan
llght which formed a convex lens, and brought such a focus to bear
an some clothing, hanging on the partition, vy to set them on
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE HALITAX MECHA-
NICS INSTITUTE.
MAY G, 1840.

The termination of the cighth session of the Institute calls the of-
fice hearers and committee before their brother members, to resign
the trust which wis committed to them at last annual mecting, to
make a report of the year's proceedings, and such suggestions as
their experience may dictate.

T attendance on the lectures of the Institate, has been equat to
that of any previous session,—and perhaps in none have the meet-
ings been so large towards the close, as in that just passed.  This,
your Committee trusts, proves that an inereased interest is felt in
this means of reereation and instruction, and, as a consequence,
that inereased respect for the Institute, and resolution to maintain
its efficieney, exists.
the session which deserves some remark.  Such an attendances
though much desired in an earlier period of the Institute, waslong
wanting,  Its attainment is cause of congratutation, and the Com-
mittee hope that it will be continued, and that the mothers and sis-
ters of the young men of the community, will powerfully cnfuree,
by their example, the importance and delights of intellectual pur-
suits, The order of the sesston has been, generally, good,---but an
injudicious habit, among the younger part of audiences, of making
numerous expressions of applause, requires some check.  Except-
ing in thic particular, unbroken harmony has marked the weekly
meetings of the vear,

‘The number of inembers—who have signed the rules, and are
considered permanently attached to the Institute—is 103 Your
Committee have to remark, as former Committees bad, that they
believe many persons consider themselves members of the Institute,
and feel a warm interest in its behalf, who have not qualified them.-
selves as mumbers, according to the rules.  The number of holders
of session tickets, not members, is 48 3 holders of ladies® tickets 45
youths' 53.  Total; authorized to attend the session of 1539 and

1340, hesides honorary members, strangers, and lecturer’s visitors,
240,

The amount of funds to be accounted for, during the year, asex-
hibited by the Treasurer’s account, is £107 1s. 5d. ; expenditure,
A£104 16s. 4d.
and the undrawn legislative grant of £30,—and a sminof £11 6.

.in the President’s hands and due for tickets; make a total balance
in favour of the Institute, of.£43 11s, 1d. Debts due -y the In-
stitute, about £25,

The lecture table has been well and rcvularly supplled by gra-
tuitous lecturers, during the session,—-but your Committee had to
meet some exigencies, caused by parties not fulfilling the expecta-

Subjoined
are the names of the gentlemen to whom the thanks of the Institute
are due, in this department, and also of the subjects on which they
lectured :

Mr. Joseph Iowe, one lecture, Introductory Discourse,— Doc-
tor Grigor, four,—Phrenology, (3), Fine Arts, (1). Doctor
Teulon, three, Saline Substances, (1), General Koowledge, (1),
Mr. I'. Lynch, junr., one, Ancient

;—balance in "Lreasurer's hands, £2 5s. 1d., this,

tations which your Committee had reason to entertain.

Domestie Eeonomy, (1).

Art. Mr. A MeKenzig, two, Ieonomy of Nature, (1) Gas Ligit,
(1). Mr. A, MeKinlay, six, Heat, (4), Lleetricity, (2.) M.

George R. Young, two, Public Speaking, (1), Agriculture, (1).
Mrc . Young, one, Laws of Nature,  Mr. MeDonald, one, I1is-
tory. Rev. Mr. O’'Brien, oue, Enquiry.  Rev. Mr. Melntosh,
two, Pncumaties.  Mr. John Chamberlain, one, Geology. 7To-
tal, Lecturers !2,-—Lccturcs 25, One of the arranged lecture even-
ings was that of Christmas Day,—but it was thought proper to ad-
journ over that festival, and the course thus became one lecture
shtorter than it otherwise would be.

The Curator’s List will exhibit some additions to the property
in the Museum, made during the year. Among these are, a Case
of Ornithologieal Speeimens,—a Cabinet of Entomology,—a Cel-
Ieetion of Paintings of the Wild Flowers of the Provinee,--- Che-
mical Apparatus and glass cases. All except the paintings were pur-
chased by the Institute,—the paintings cost the Institute £10, but
acontribution made up the remainder of the price, amounting in all
to £40.  ‘The articles just enumerated cost the Institute about
&80, The Museum has been clenned and arranged, during the
vear, chiclly by the ageney of one of the Viee Presidents, Doctor
Creed.
tioned, that a table was lighted up an hour before lectures on lec-
ture evenings, and supplied with a variety of useful and entertain-
ing publications.

Your Committee hnve much pleasure in recording the continued
liberality of the Legislatuve,  The usual grant of £30 to the Iu-
stitute, and £20 to the Mechanies’ Library, passed without oppo-
sition, during the last legislative session.

Awmong the improvements in this department may be men-

The Governors of Dalhousie College have- also continued their
patronage, asthey gave the lustitute reason to expeet.
modious rooms are still occupied in the College building, by the
Institute,—and all transaetions of the Governors with the Institute,
have been magked with kindness and courtesy.

Two com-

Your Committee did not perceivethat the advantages which were
expected, acerned from the offer of Prizes,—and they have not con-
tinued that part of the plan of the Institute, as introduced by for-
mer Conumittecs.  They do not decry that mode of eliciting ta-
leat, but, on the contrary, think that it ought to prove highly be-

‘The large attendance of ladies is a feature of

neficial ;—they found, however, that competition was not ‘as great
as might be expected, that P’rize articles did not always answer an-
ticipntidns,—and that satisfaction did not result, in some instances,
from the best intentioned endeavours :—they thesefore thought that
a temporary cessation from that part of the usual youtine, might be
wise,

"The subject of Initiatory Sehoels, which was introduced to the no-
tice of your Committee, by the preceding Committee, has not been
taken up during the year. Your Committec did not see sufficient
evidenee, that any step taken, up to the present time, would not
run the risk of being premature, and less effective than all should
wislr such an experiment to be,

The use of the lecture room was given, during the year, with the
concurrence of the Governors of the building, to Mr. David, lec-
turer on Botany, and to Mr. Rogers, lecturer on India. Your
Commnittee, however, felt, that for the future it would be wise to
refrain, in every case, from aeting in such matters, except merely to
direct applicants to the Governors of the College.  Subsequently,
Dy, Morris lectured in the room, on Chemistry.

In resigning their trust, your Committee think that duty calls
on them to follow the example of former Committees, by making
some suggestions for the future, us dictated by the experience which
a year's superintendence has given them in the affairs of the Insti-
tute.

'I'he offer of Priacs might be re-commenced, under carcful regu-
lations, and very explicit advertisements.

The Tnitiatory Schools might be borne in mind, and, perhaps,
some plan concocted, which would, at an carly period, ensure effi-
ciency and satisfaction, without taking too much from the funds of
the Institute.  Yonur Committee believe, however, that mathema-
tical drawing, and some of the fundamental exact scienees, should
form the basis of any sclrool system in connection with the Institute,
rather than the more general branches of Philosophy.

Respeeting lectures, it might be well toprovideagainst any failure
of lecturers, by preparing, at an carly period, a list of lecturers and
subjeets, by urmnrrpunctu.lhts on lecturers, aud by publishing the
list. It would be well, also, for the Committee always to hold in
readiness two or more supernumerary lectures,—for the purpose of
filling up vacancics that may occur, in the casiest and best manner.
Care might also be taken, that Science should form the chicf ma-
terial of the course, withoutexcluding miscellaneous subjects. Lec-
tures on Geograply, Astrononiy, the Fine Arts,and other subjects
not heretofore much before the Institute, would, your Committee
think, be very desirable, and they would urge the matter on mem-
bers generally, and others friendly to popular instruction.

Some additional provision might be made for the preservation
of order at lectures, The great majority of the meetings observe
perfeet decorum, but some of the younger portions annoy and dis-
turb, by noises which are uncalled for and unbecoming. A very
élight effort, your eommittee hope, wit remedy this, for the future.

"The Institute should bear in mind, that the room occupied as a
lecture room, although very desirable, in many respeets, and al-
though its oceupation calls for the grateful acknowledgment of eve-
ry mewmber, is frequently too small for the audience which wishes
to attend. If a larger room were at the disposal of the Institute,
single tickets might occasionally be tssued, with pecuniary profit to
the Institute, or for the purposce of furming a fund for the payment of
lecturers, under circumstances in which gratuitous services could not
beexpeeted.  Such an issue, at about a quarter of a dollar for each
ticket, your Committee would advise, only that, as at present situ-
ated, it would be impossible to accommodate many visitors, without
excluding the holders of session tickets.  Au appeal to the public,
at a proper period, would, your Committee believe, be, proportion-
ably, as successful in Halifax, as such appeals have been clsewhere,
—and would give the command of funds which might enable the
Institute to meet the difliculty stated.

Apart from the object last alluded to, an Address from the Com-
mittee of the Institute, to their fellow citizens, previousto the open-
ing of the session, might cause considerable additions to subscrip-
tions, and t6 the Museum,—and this means might be recommend-
ed, although the Institute is'so well known now, that many may
think such a step should not be necessary.

In conclusion, your Committee would congratulate their fellow
members, on the wholesome progress of the Institute, on what may
be anticipated for the future, and on the very cheering spread, ge-
nerally, of intelligence and enquiry, in British Ameriea, as well as
in older and more favoured countries.  They confidently trust, that
the Ilalifax Mechanics’ Institute will continue that course of peace
and propricty which has hitherto marked its history,—and they ar-
dently wish for that degree of efficieney which its pursuits deserve,
—and which may be confidently expected, although the exereise of
perseverance and patience may be requisite for the full accomplish-
ment of all that is desired.

(Signed) | J. 8. Tuoxrsox, Sce'y.

THE ALBION MINES RAIL ROAD—AND THE

FIRST LOCOMOTIVES IN BRITISH AMERICA.

Last Thursday morning, intelligence reached town that the new
line of Rail Road, from the Albion Mines to South Pictou, was
completed, and that the Locomotives, with their trains of cars,
would on that day travel through the whole length of the road.

The announcement was hailed with joy by the inhabitants of the .
town ; and as the steamnboat Albion made two trips to South Pic--
tou, in the early part of the day, many persons availed themselves
of the upportunity thus afforded, of witnessing an event in every
way so important to the prosperity of Pictou. The Volunteer Ar.
tiltery Company, in full costume, with their field-pieces, joined the
party, to add sound and effect to the general expression of public
feeling.

Soon after the parties had landed at tbe terminus of the Rail
Road, the smoke of the two Lucomotives was discovered rising
over the adjoining forest, presenting the novel appearance of pro-
ceeding fromr a moving body beneath, outstripping the wind in ve-
Jocity. There was a good Lreeze blowing at the same time, in the
same direction as the trains ; but their superior swiftness gave the
columns of smoke the singular appearance of proceeding for some
distance against the wind. The spectators were ranged on the banks
of the Rail Road ; and to those who had not before seen such a
sight, as well as to those who had, the passing of the trains pre-
sented a feature in the history of the British American Colonics,
possessing intense interest, and whieh called forth from the assem-
bled multitudes the most enthusiastic cheers, accompanied by dis-
charges of artillery.

T'he event was every way an interesting and important one ; and
we doubt not, many of the boys there will, when their heads are
“silver'd o’er with years,” talk of the opening of the first Rail Road
in British Ameriea. '

We will take another opportumity of stating the number of chal-
drons of eoal which the Association will now be able to ship daily ;
but we may now say, for the information of those who may be in-
terested, that the delay heretofore experienced in loading ships with
coul need not now be apprehended, as they will henceforward be
delivered from the end of the Rail Road, directly on board of ves-
sels drawing eighteen feet of water and under.,

We congratulate tiie Company ors the completion of this under-
taking, and sincerely trust that their princely outlays at the Albion
Mines, may be productive of as much advantage to themselves, as
they have been of prosperity to this place.—Pictou Mechanic and

Fuarmer.
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REeLics oF Axtiouity.—An clegant quarto pamphlet, of 21
pages, and embelTished with two engravings, has been published by
C. D. Archibald, Esq., F.R.A.S, M.R.I.A., F.G.8,, Deputy
Lieutenant of Lancashire, England.  This is another contdibution
to the world of Jetters by a Nova Scotian. It consists of a commn-
nication made to the Society of Antiquaries', in a letter to Sir H.
Ellis, K.H., F.R.S., Secretary, on the subject of ancient pieces of
ordnance, recently discovered in the Island of Walney, Lancashire.

We will attempt a kind of rief of the contents of the paper. The
Isle of Walney, adjoining that part of Lancaster called Furness, is
about twelve miles in length by one in Dbreadth. It was formerly
called the * Forest of Walney,” but it is now under tillage, and de-
void of trees of magnitude. Near the south end of Walney isa
small island, called Peel or Pile of Fouldrey, on which stand the
remains of a castle built by the Abbots of Furpess. The vassals
of the abbey were bound to provide for the defence of the castle. A
tradition existed in the Island, that in early times a ship of war, or
vessel laden with warlike stores, was wrecked at a particular spot.
Mr. Archibald traced the story, by tradition, existing in one fami-
1y, for a period of between two and three hundred years,—and dis-
covered that several pieces of ordnanee and other curiosities had
been found, and eonverted to agricultural or other purposes. An
opinion prevailed that the vessel remained buried, and Mr. Archi-
bald caused excavations to be made at a spot where favousable in-
dications appeared. Some scattered planks and timbers were found,
and several objects of curiosity.

One article described by Mr. Archibald, was found some years
ago. It is an iron cannon, ten feet long ;—the breech was in the
middle, and a touch hole at cach side of the breech ; it thercfore
discharged right and left.  The piece was of hammered iron. The
inner part consisted of three plates of iron, strengthened and held
together by hoops, driven on, and over-bound, at the junctures, by
iron rings.

A second piece is two feet long, and of two inches ealibre. Itis
formed like the other. ‘

A third and fourth, are of wrought iron, but without hoops.
They are supposed to be chambers, or moveable breeches, which
were much used in early times. It was the custom to placein them
the charge of gunpowder, and fit them into the breech of iron
tubes which served to give direction to the balls. Subsequently the
chambers were used as independent pieces, and were called Pate-

[}

reros. _
Beside these, Mr. Archibald saw, or heard of several others,

fouud at the same place, some of them Iike musket barrels. Heal-
sorecovered a dozen Dalls of stone and iron, two old cutlasses, and
a pair of curious brass dividers.

Believing that these articles belong to a remote period, Mr. Ar-
chibald refers to the history of ordnance, for the purpose of tracing
the application and improvement of such pieces,
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Tt i asserted that vunpowder was employad in an early age by
the Chineseand Greeks.  About the middle of tle fifleenth centu-
Ty it was kaown to Roger Bacon. Guns are mentioned in a work
written durmfr the reign of Edward the Second. ‘The Bishop ‘of
Ratesbon, who died in' 1288, describes gunpowder. Sowe old chiro-
nicles ascribe the 1nven1tmn to Schuarg, a German mouk wkho lived
about 1329, The Flemmings were noted at thatpenod for excel-
lence in the arts, and it is supposed that they employed this power-
ful agent for warlike purposes. Edward the Third used this spe-
cies-of artillery, efficicatly. A Scotch writer called them the “cra-
kvs of war,” and says that they were used by Edward's army in his
cxpedition against the Scots in 1327.—The carliesteannon of which
any account remains, were coustructed similarly to those found at
Waluey. Before the close of the fourteenth century, it was supposed
that cannons were east, of brass and other metals., Such were not
ubcommon-in the early part of the fifteenth.

Cannons wereused at the seigeof a castlein Auvergne, in 388,
They were supposed to be introduced into France about fifty years
previously, In 1340 French and English used cannon and bom-
Dards, in attack and defence. In1346 Edward the Third used pieces
of ordnance, accarding to general opinion, at the battle of Cres-
sy. Mention is'made of ‘a canuon fifty feet in length, which was
said to be employed at the seige of Oudenarde. In 1359, Peter,
XKing of Arraﬂ'on, had a2 bombard on beard his ship, with which he
Caunon are spoken of as familar to warfare,

"The French had an'officer, similar to the
master of the Ordnance, in 1368, An antique piece of ordnance
was fished up off the Goodwin Sands in 17763 it was believed to
be lost about 1370. A very large cannon in Kent, had upon it the
date of 1354. In 1372 Augsburg had three cannoun which threw
bullets of stone of 50,70, and 127 1bs, In the same year the Yrench
A picce was gqrdered for Frankfort, in
In 1378 the English

At the sane time

dismasted an enemv.
about the same period.

were armed with cannon.
1377, whose bullet was to weigh 1000 lbs,
had 400 cannon when they beseiged St. Malo.
the Veuetians wsed canuon against the Genoese; the renowned
Peter Doria was killed at the seige of Chioggia, by a stone bullet
weighing 105 Ibs. Repeated mention is made of the use of cannon

" in several pngagements. Cannon became zumerous in and about the
vear 1400, A Master of the Qednance is first spoken of, in the
ICIU'I] of Henry the Tifth. .

TFrom these and other data, Mr. Archibald concludes that the
pieces of ordnance found at Walney belonged to the carliest periods
of the use of such articles.

Mr. Archibald then goes on, with an ingenious enquiry, respeet-
ing the means by which these articles were deposited where they

were found, and inclines to the supposition that they were part of’

an ‘expedition dstned for Bnt'my or Ir(.land fitted out between
thepvep;:s‘m/? and 1399. L LT . -

Tbe engravings consist of representations of tl\e articles found at

Waluey,—and of ancient- ordnance copied from old illuminated
Ananuseripts.

v

In to-day’s number will be found two articles on English lan.
guage and literature, from that highly respectable periodical, the
New Yark Knickerbocker, The subjects are of mueh inter-
est, to those who délight in written exhibitions of' talent and ge-
nius, for the English language is a mine of finely expressed thought,
as rich, nceording to the admissions of those who make languages
their study, as any that exists or ever existed.

MzecHaxtes’ Instrrute,—On our sixth page is- the Report of

the Committee of -the Ialifax Mechanies™ Enstitute, made at the

. annual meeting as noticed in our last. . The following seraps from’

this week's Novascotian, show some progress of . those institutions
elsewhere: ., . . S

A Mechanies' Institute has been recent]y organized at Montreal.
We rejuice at.the. spread of this excellent featare of modern
times,  If the calm'and dignified delights of the Academic grove
are not brought down té all grades of the peaple, the people are
{ifted up to them, and may share il sourees of ¢ enjoyment and im-
provement, which, some tire ago, were considered sacred to the
fortunate fow. The Montreal Courier bas the following scrap, on
the subjeet of the Institute, in that city

“"The Governor General has made a donation of Ten Pounds
1o this: Ingtitution.

leaders, who ltave long purses, go and do likewise.

Readers, who have short purses, give what you can spare.

Readers, who have nothing in your pursesto give, give your
best wishes, and yeur best assistanice to this noble [nstitution.”

In St John, . B. the Iustitute appears to have just closed
a most useful session.  The St John Courier says:

“ Preparations, we are plessed to find, are being made, for lay-
ing the Corner Stone of the Building, about to be erected by
the ‘Mechanies” Institute in this City, with due ceremony, in about
ten days. lt is ‘proposed. to have a Trades’ Procession on the ve-
casion, aud, ‘we understand, his Excellency Sir Jofan Hurvey has
swmh;d lm mtentun of being pu.:unt and taking part in the inte-
resnn«r proczedings of the (|d\

"This is highly creditable to all concerned. The population, with
the Governor of the Province at their head, co-opcratm-rm found a
«local labitation” for ane of those popular estublishments.. -
Lifax s in the rear, on this poiat.

.
The St

John Institute hashad an Initiatory Scheol in operation
during the past winter, of which reports speak favourably,

Wi 17, Mathewmuties,
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Apsunacry.—In Jast Pearl some remarks were made respecting
a recent case in this court.  On Tuesday last the party most con-
cerned was discharged, as the prosccutor had failed to take the steps
requisite for trial.  On the same day, the Judge of the Court, C.
R. Fairbanks, LEsq. required the atteadance of the writer of the
letter which brought the case before the public, and of the Editors
of the Journal and Pearl.  His Honor found much fault with the
articles publxshed on the subject, as being calculated to bring the
Court into contempt,and as being lmfouuded in their statements of
facts. His Honor said that thie person was not confined on account
of costs,—that the steps necessary for his release did not involveex<’
pense,--'thnt the case lind not terminated and should not have been
made subjeet of comment,—that the prisoner'wins rot free from the
eharee although the prosecutur had left the country,—that the fees
of the Court were regulated by law, and were moderate,—that the
Court had full power to support its authority, and that the news-
papers were not a court of appeal. :
“To this we may say, very briefly,—that nothing i in the Penrl was

‘written, with the most distant wish to show disrespect to the head,

orany of the members, of the Court, but solely with reference to
whut were understoad to be its forms,-—that the statements were
made on what ought to be considered gaod authority, until contra-
dicted from the highest quarter, as will appear, we understand, by

affidavits prepared ;—that theé case was understaod to have closed, |

as in point of fact it had, the complainant having declined proceed-
ing ;—that if the forms of the Court do not invelve heavy expenses,
it appears odd that merchants should frequently submit to unjust
demands, rather than proceed to trial under the penalty of costs ;—
that if they do this, alteration in the forms of the Court seems loud-
ly called for; and that if the newspapers are not a court of appeal,
they are, and, doubtless,will be, frequently appealed ta, to give utter-
ance to what are considered cases of hardship, and while carcful to
state only what is proper, and willing to make correetion when in
crror, such utterance does not seem beyond their proper sphere,
whether respecting the courts or less dignified matters.

Tue Lirerary Gareavn.—We alluded some time ago toa
Magazine of this title, published at Montreal. We repeatedly in-
tended resuming our notice, but something intervened.  Sometimes
our space was narrow, ot haste forbade, or the Magazine was car-
ried away by some book-worm, and when we got hold of it again
the proper time for notice bad passed by. The number for May
came to hand within the week,—it presents its usual, (though ex-

traordinary for a Colonial publication,) supply of original matter,’

and continues its very respeetable appearance. We have not had
opportunity of closely examining its contents, but doubt not that

former comiendations are .lpp]u.able to this number. -

- In'a notice of periodieals;, the*Garland thus midations the" Peall ’

and we do ourselves the pleasure of laying such respeetable opinion
befure our readers:

“ The Colunial Pearl.—This neat and ‘well conducted wceklv,
we are glad to say, maintains its excellent character  The articles
are generally selected, but an occasional original of merit, shews
that the genius of Nova Scotia is not confined to the few literary
magnates, whase labours are so generally known to the world.
The Pearlis indeed a gem—would that such were less rare, as well
in the Canadas, as in the neighbouring Provinces.” -

Serive.—We have had some lovely Spring weather within the
week.  Notwithstanding the chilling winds which prevailed some
ten days ago, the pastures have put on their apparel of delicite
verdure, the tender shoots are appcaring above the clods of the val-
ley, the buds burst forth in all the delicate beauty of youth, and
the swallows dart to aud fru in the Lright and balmy atmosphere,
eagcr in repairing the houses w]nch they deserted last Fall. Cateh-
ing at indications, we hope for an early and prosperous season, al-
though a south-east breeze sometimes reminds us, that the iceis
still drifting over the great waters. . .

The town appears busy and prosperous. Mr.-Cunard’s first
steaner will be anxiously looked for, next week ;" the first of the
regular Atlantie line will not Jeave England, it seems, before the
beginning of July. The fortifications of Tort George are slowly |-
procecding,—when the Hill is completed, it will add much to the
attraction of Halifax.
may be already anticipated,—although some of tbe old patches ap-
pear most iniserable, in contrast with the beautiful work done with-
in the last three or four years,

The picturesque appearance of the works,

Drovincial Secretary's Office, ulifuz, 20th Muay, 1810.
His Excclleney the Licutenant Governor will lold a Levee at
the Government ouse, on Monday next the 25th instant, at two
v'clock, in cclebration of TTer Majesty's Birth- Day.

MARRIED.

At Darimouth, on Sunday afternoon by the Rev.Prof. Romans,
AN Al Jehn Graham, of Lconomyy to -Sophis Amy, fourth
daughter of My, John ILlliott

Un Tucsu.:) evening, by the Rev, Br. Twining, George Fergu-
son, Esq, Royal W clsh Fusileers, to hhaabeth, second d'w"htcr
of Charies Hill, Esq.

On Saturdsy evening, by the Rev, Jolm Martin, 31r. Ebenezer
Roscely, o, Miys Junz Cummings, Loth of this tewn,

On Meudey morsing, by the sawme, blr. Alegander Fraser, of
Ilarrictfields, to Miss soplia Usnlab, of Prospeet Road.

v

. -DIED, ' )

On Tuesday the 19thinst Ielen, second daughter of. George
and Murgaret Ilendrie, aged 9 years and 10 montbs. Caused by
the brenknw of a blood vessel.

At }‘nhn()llt]l, on Saturday the 16th inst. Mr. Constant les'on,
aged 53 years, a respectuble inhabitant of that pluce—deeply re-,
grotted by a vumerous cirele of friends and relatives, e was'en- -
abled during a long illness to bear his sufferings with christian
fortitude, and s end was peaceful and happy.

At Liverpoul May 8, Alexander, infant son of Mr. Thowas
Patillo, aged 1 mouths,

s This lovely bud, so voung so fair;
Culled henee by early doom,

Just came to show how sweot o flower
In Paradise inight bloom.”

On Wednesday morning, Miss (.harlotto, youngest daughter of
the lute Matthew Diipps, nged 22 years.

At Ilorton, on the 7th msL nfttr nproteacted lllness, Mrs. - Han-
nah  Sohnas, relict of the late Thomas Sulimas, in the 63d year
of her age,

At Gnrnetrslure, Glasgow, on tlle st of Mnrch ‘after a short
illness, Mr. Thothas Gne\'e, Merchant of Edinburgl, deeply re-
gretted by his-family and friends.

At Aberdeen, North Britain, on the 9th March. William Jamie-
son, Esq. an.eminent Jeweller of that city.

At Lunenburg, on Tuesday, the 12th inust Charles. Bolman I}sq
Barnster, inthe 35th year of hisage. .

l&)"G AS LIGHT AND WATER COMPANY. &)
Harirax, 1970 May, 1840, .
X’l a Meceting of the Subseribers to the ubovc Company, hcld
at the D\clmn"e Coffee Touse, on the th inst. the follow-

ing Gentlemen, n.lmcl\' Richard Brown, qu the Ifon. J. Lean.
der Starr, Andrew I{xchmdsun, Josepl Starr, John Duttus, An. ¢
drew Mcl\xnla) , and Alexander MeKenzie, Lﬁqlurcs, were elected
by ballot, to-serve as a Provisioual Committee, with ample powers,
until a Board of Directors shall be appointed under the Acr or
Ixcorrorarion, passed during the lust Session of the Legislature,

The Committee thus .1ppomtud have directed that One Pound
curretiey per share, be paid in to W, M IHoffinan, Esq. (acting
Seeretary and Lreasurer,) on or before the 19th June next, and
they most carnestly call upon all persous friendly to the 01)39(-15 of
the Company, to come forward early, and subseribe for the Stock,
so that no time may be lost in acting under the Charter, which
mqu..eb the whole number of Shares to be subscribed for before
any of the provisions of the Act can Lo availed of.

By order of the Committee,
W, M. IOFTFMAN,

Acting Secretary and Treasvrer.

M. W. F. TEULON,
ACCOUGIHEUR, &o, h

ESIROUS that Professional aid at the Confinements of - \In-[‘
thers (considering themsclves at present unable to atlord it),
might be gcncrnlly rendered as;in Gleut Butam, and other coun<’
tries, offersihimsclf to attend such, in any pnrt of the town, at thc‘
samme rate which obtains th;,]‘t,.’ namely, &
“during the rccovoﬁx of the patieat included, -, ‘
Uppcr Water Street, alifax, oppésite Mr. \Vm. Roche's Swrc

’
L

|

l

-

1 1 0 Sterling, nclls *

o P b e ’JL ld-l\-

May 16, 1840. o

NO. 88 & 89, GRANVILLE STREET.

CALL AXD S§FE.

TI E SUBSCRIBER las received, per recent nmval; from
Great Dritain, the lurgest colleetion of

Jnv 1.\'II.E WOLKSY

ever before offered for sale in this town, among which are to be
found u number of’ Peter Parley’s, Miss Ldguworth s, Mrs, Chlld'a,
and Mrs. Hofand's pubhcatwnh.

He las also received, in addition to hisformer stock, a very lm’ge
Supply of Writing, Printing, and Coloured Papers, Desk Knives
pen and pocket Kmves, Taste, Quills, Wafers, Scaling Wax, En.
velopes : auda very extensive colleetion of Books of every deserip-
tion,

Printing Yok in kegs of 12 Ibs. unch, various qualmeq, Black, .

Red, and Blue W riting Inks, Ivory Lablets, lvory Paper Memo- .

randum Books, and Acwuut Books, of 4ll deser lpuons, on sule, or -,

wade to ovder.
He has also, in conncction with his cstubhslnncnt, a Boookbind-

ery, and ‘will be-glad to receive orders in thut line.
May 9. A!tl‘IIUJ{. W. GODI‘RES

NO. 88 & 89, GRANVILLE S'l'REE'l‘.

FEYHE SUBSCRIBER Las just received, per Acadian, {‘rum.
Greenock,
Doway Bibles and Testaments for the use of the Laity,
"Che Pathto Paradise,
Key to Heaven,
Poor Mun's Manual,
Missal,
Butler's first, second, and genenl Catechisms.

May 9. ARTHUR W. GODTREY

SEEDS—FRESI SEEDS.

Y the Reyal Tar, {rom the Thames, the Subscnbcr has com-
pleted his supply of Seeds, compnsm

RFD AND WUITE DUTCLI CLOVER,

, bwedx.sh Turnip, Mangel. Wnrt/d and a gencral assortment for the

kitchen garden. Also, afow d)ouc, Flower Seeds: catalogues of
which way be lud at his store, Hoflis street,
G. E. '\I()zi TON.

May 9. I’ arl and Novascatian, 3w.

ROHAN AND LONG RED.
ARME RS disposed to eultivate those Potatoes, will be sup.
plied with small quantities of them, ¢n application at the Ga-
April 23,

i

ette ollice.

‘
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The €olonial Pearl.

For the Pearl.
THE SI-I__IP\VRECKED DEAD.
1.

As Day's last paﬁing light was shed
I sat beside the deep,

And thought upon the shipwrecked dead
That in its waters sleep ;

The brave, the fair, the voung, the old—

The rich with all their shining gold,
(’cr whom its billows sweep !

Beneath the dark insatiate wave

What thousands find a watery grave!

il

OF all that vast unnumbered host
Who satled with hopes so high,

Yet reached no more the sheltering coast,
None speak and none reply !

Each heart is cold and lifiness now,

And pale in death each beauteous brow,
And dim each lustrous cye.

Their rest is in the dark deep caves,

O’er which are piled Old Ocean’s waves.

1.

When burst the dark tempestuous storm
Amidst the lightning's glare—

When frowned Destruction’s awful forin,
What frantic {ear was there !

When life's Jast hour drew near its close,

What loud tumultuous cries arose—
What shricks of wild despair !

No aid was nigh—all hope was o’er—

The seaman sank to rise no more !

.

Yet far more dreadful is the fate
Of those whom tempests spare,
To feel their hopeless, hielpless state,
And breathe the bursting prayer ;—
Or those who wateh the distant suil,
But find their hopes of succour fail,
Their wocs still worse to bear ;—
Of those of maddening thirst who die
Beveath the bright yet painful sky.
v. ’
0O God! itis a fearful thing
On searce a plank to be,
Without one ray to which to cling,
Alone amidst the seal
Yot Tur more fearful still to view
The remaant of a gallant crew
Look up for help to Thee!
T, oh ! to see the maniac eve,
And hear the wild inhuman ery !
i
Ilow few that make the deep their home,
‘That rove from clime to elime,
Liscape unharmed its path of foam,
And live beyond their prime!
How great the hosts its storms that brave,
Yet sink beneath th' o’erwhelming wave,
Cut off before thieir time !
What hearts—what hopes are wrecked at seal
) Death! what myriads bow to Thee!
v,

Ye wanderers of the dark bluc wave.
T'he sport of every gale,
Whom nought but help from ITeaven ean save
When storms your path assail-—
Where c'er life's fragile bark is cast,
T'he soul is safe {rom every blast,
1f moored ¢ within the veil ™
O gallant hearts ! mueh need have ye
“I'o trust in im who rules the Sea!
Jo Ml

Queen's County, April,

THE ARSENAL OF VENICE

The Arsenal of Veniee, for many ages the richest and best fur-
nished in the world, was an important element in the power of that
republie. It resembles & small eity, and is surrounded by walls
and towers, on which strict watch is maintained by a numerous
band of sentinels: a precaution which past experience has shown
to be not superfluous,  Tlcre are many suites of rooms, furnished
with a prodigious quantity of’ arms for men, horses and ships. One
of these ropms contained cnough to equip ten thousand, and a
third fiftj thousand. In one magazine was stored all that was ne-
cessary for arming a galley at all points.  The republic feasted
Tenry I11 in one of those apartments, aud, during the banquet,
gave him the striking spectacle of the launch of a ship of war. The
masts, the sail-_vnréls, the cordage, the canvas, the iron-work, the

cannons, the ammunition : all the materials of war were prepared
here, and stored in different magazines. Three large quadrangles
of deep water, communicating with the laguons by means of a ca-
nal, were surrounded by spacious buildings, under whose roofs the
ships remained until the moment of launching them.  The greatest
pride of the Venitian Arsenal was the double Galleys; they were
in fact swimming fortresses, low in thesides, large and able to con-
tain a crew of one thousand men.  They were moved by oars in
calm weather : and none but a noble could be captain of these gal-
leys of Venice, which they swure to defend against twenty of an
enemy. Every thing fubricated in the Arsenal was sacred; the
ropes, canvas, the very nails, were stamped with the arms of St.
Mark, and woe tohim who was found in too close connection with
any thing zo consecrated. The Venitian ships were renowned for
their streneth and swiftness.  Two circumstances were mainly in-
strumental inthe perfection theytattained. 'The first was, that the
excellent artisans of the arsenal, protected and munificently reward-
ed by the republic, remained steadily in onebraneb of manufucture,
which was transmitted from father toson: the second was the great
care used in the selection of ripe and mature wood in the forests of
Istria and Dalmatiz ; this was immersed for ten years in salt wa-
ter, and acquired, on subsequent exposure to the air, great hard-
The arsenal had its own government, as though
The operatives under the superintendence

ness and solidity.
it were a small State.
of their captains or heads, manufactured every thing required for
the coinplcte equipment of the vessels, under the government of
the nobles, who resided within its walls. Their ofiice lasted three
years, contrary to the customary policy of Venice, which was notto
leave a noble in any situation of authority morethana few montbs.
‘The only other exceptions were the doge and the procurators of
St. Mark.  Frequent change of dircetors was found embarrassing
among works which required habit, time, and diligence, to under-
stand their arrarggement aright.  All the artisans were under the
inspeetipn of a chief, the © adiniral? of the Arsenal, whose most
splendid prerogative it wasto act as a pilot to the Bu(.enlaur n

the eeremnony of the espousul of the sea.

VALUE OF CHARACTER TO YOUNG MEN.
No voung man who has a just sense of his own value, will sport
with his own character. A watchful regard to his character in ear-
Iy youth, will be of inconceivable value to him in all-the remain-

When tempted to deviate from strict proprie-
Can

ing years of his life..
ty of deportment, he should ask himself, should I do this?
1 endure hereafter to look upoa this?

It is of amazing worth to 4 young man to have a pure mind, for
this is the foundation of a pure character. The mind, in order to
be kept pure, must be employed on topies of thought which are
themselves lovely, chastened, and elevating.  Thus the mind hath
in its own power the selection of its themes of meditation. It
vouth only knew how durable and how dismal is the injury pro-
duced by the indulgence of degrading thougbts; if they only real-
ized how frightful were the moral deformities which a cherislied

I habit of loose imagination produces on the soul—they would shun

them as the biteofa serpent.  The power of books to excite the
imagination, is a feartul element when employed in the service of
\'iCL'.

T'he cultivation of an amiable, elevated, and glowing heart, alive
to all the beauties of nature, and all the sublimities of truth, tavi-
gorates the intellect: gives to the will independence of baser pas-
stons, and to the affection, that power of adhesion, to whatever is
pure, and good, and grand, which is adapted to lead out the whole
nature of man into these scenes of action and impression by which
its energies may be most appropriately employed, and by whichits
high destination may be most effectually reached. The opportu-
nities of exciting these faculties in benevolent and self-denying
offorts, for the welfare of onr fellow-men, are so many and great,
that it is really worth while to live. The heart which is truly
evangelically benevolent, may Juxuriate in an age like this. The
promises of God are inexpressibly rich; the main tendencies of
things so' manifestly in accordanee with them ; the extent of moral
infuence is so great. and the effects of its employments so visible,
that whoever aspires after benevolent action, and reaches forth to
those things that remain for us in the trie dignity of his nature, ean
find free scope for his intellect, and all-inspiring themes for his
heast.— New Yourk Evangelist.

TRAINING BULLFINCHES.

In Germany those young bulllinches that are -to be taught to
sing particular tunes, must be taken from the nest when the fea-
thers of the tail begin to grow, and must be fed only on rapeseed
soaked in water, and mixed with white bread. Although they do
not warble before they can feed themselves, it is not necessary to
wait for this to begin thieir instruction : for it will succeed better, if
we may say so, when infused with their food, since experience proves
that they learn those airs more quickly, and remember them better,
which they have been taught just after eating. It has been said
that these birds, like the parrots) are never more attentive than
during digestion. Nine months of regular and continued instruc-
tion ave necessary before the bird acquires what amateurs call firm-
ness ; for, if the instruction cease before this is obtaine&, they would
destroy the air by suppressing or displacing the different parts,

and they often forget it entirely at their first moulting. In gene-

ral it is a good plan toseparate them from the other birds, even
after they are perfect ; because, owing to their great quiekness in
learning, they would spoil the air entirely by introducing wrong
passages ; they must be hielped to continue the song when they
stop, and the lesson must always be repeated while they are moult-
ing, otherwise they will become mere chatterers, which would be
doubly vexatious after having bestowed trouble in teaching them.
Different degrees of capacity are shown here as well as in ather
animals ; one young bullfineh learns with ease and quickness; an-
other with difficulty, and siowly; the former will repeat, without
hesitation, several parts of a song; the latter will hardly be able to
whistle one part, after nine months’ uninterrupted teaching ; but it
has been remairked that those which learn with most difficulty re-
member the songs which have once been well learnt better and
longer, and rarely forget them, even when moulting, The instru-.
ment used is a bird-organ, or a flageolet, but generally the former.
Many birds, when young, will learn some strains of airs whistled
or played to them regularly every day; but itis only those whose
memary is capable of retaining them that will abandon their na-
tural song, and adopt fiuently, and repeat without hesitation, the
air that has been tavght them. Numbers of bullfinches, which
have been taught in the manner described, are brought from Ger-
many to London every spring, and are frequently advertised for
sale in the London newspapcrs.—}arrell s British Birds.

REGULATION OF DIET.

Many shut themselves up entirely in unpleasant weather, during
the long winter, or whenever they find a pressure of business with-
in or unpleasant weather without; and yet they eat just as vora-
ciously as if they had exercise every day. Tosay that no attention
is to be paid to diet, is madness.  You must pay attention to it soon-
croor later. If you are faithful to take regular vigorous exercise
every day in the open air, then you may eat, and pay less attention
to quantity and quality. But if you take but little exercise, you -
may be sure that you are to be a severe sufterer if you do not take
fuod in the same proportion. I do not ask you to diet, that is, to
be as difficult, and as changeable, and as whimsical as possible, as
if the great point were to sec how much you can torment yourself
and others; but I doask you to beware as to the quantity of food
you hurry into the stomach three times cach day, without giving
it any rest.  Itis the quantity, rather than the kinds of food, which
destroys sedentary persons; though it is true that the more simple
the food the better.
stormjé to-day, so that in these periods you cannot go out’and take
exereise, let vour diet be very sparing, though the temptation todo
otherwise wili be very strong. ;
been injured by y -our food, have overstepped the proper limits gs.
to eating, I have found in such cases that the most perfect way to~.
recover is to abstain entirely from focd for three or six meals. By
this time the stomach will be free, and the systemrestored; I took
the hint from seeing an idiot who sometimes had turns of being un-
well: at such times he abstained entirely from food for about three
days, in which time nature recovered herself, and he was well.
This will hequem]), and perhaps generally, answer instead of me-
dicine, and is more pleasant. The most distinguished physwlans
have ever recommended this course. It isa part of the Mahomme-
dan and Pagan system of religion that the body should be recruited
by frequent fastings. Let a bull-dog be fed in his infaney upon
pap, wrapped in flannel at night, sleep on a feather bed, and ride
out in a coach for an airing; andif his poster?tv do not become
short-limbed, and valetudinary, it will bea wouder — Todd’s Stu-
dent's Wanual

Tue Tears or Yourn.--Tears do not dwell long upon the
cheeks of youth. Rain drops easily from the bud, rests on the bo-
som of the maturer flower, and breaks down that only: which hath
lived its day. Ce *

A rugged countenanee often conceals the warmest hcart 3 as the
richest pear]sleeps in the roughest shells.

Lawyers find their fees in the faults of our nature, as wood-peck-
crs get the worms out of the rotten parts of trees.
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