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VIII: Dopartmontal Noti

RECENT SPEECHES IN ENGLAND BY EMINENT

N.

I. CAUSES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SCHOOLS OF ART IN
ENGLAND.

(EBztract from the Speech at Manchester of Lord Granville, President of
the Committee of Council on Education, in October last. )

‘While we were superior to all other nations in advantages
for manufacture, both in regard to the enormous accumulation
of capital and to the cheapness of the material we required,
with regard to our maritime position, and with regard to the
immensity of our mineral wealth, at the same time we thought
—and I believe not unjustly—that we equalled, if we did not
surpass, other nations in energy and love of honest labour.
But there was one point in which our manufactures were cer-
tainly deficient, when compared with those of some of our
continental neighbours, more especially the French. It wasin
that finish which art aline can give, and which often imparts
greater value to an object than the intrinsic value of the mate-
rial, or even the common labour that is displayed upon it can
effect. Now, this was a thing Englishmen surely ought to feel
was to be remedied. Parliament met the question, committees
sat, and the result was, that Schools of Design, as they were
first called, were established. Now, what was the reason of
our inferiority to our French neighbours ? I am quite willing
to concede the great imagination of the French, their great
cleverness, and the advantages of a very bright climate, but I
deny that there is anything natural in our constitution or our
temperament which makes it impossible for us, if our talents

are properly developed, to excel also in art. For more than
1000 years the Government of the French nation have encour-

aged and fostered in every way the art education of the people.
They have done it in every sort of manner. Their kings, some
of them possessing very great taste, have done it in & manner
which I believe was most baneful to the nation in other res-
pects. While erecting palaces, lavishing upon them all the
treasures of art, they forgot that they were doing it for their
self-glorification, and draining the pockets of the people, which
they ought to have encouraged to sustain themselves, to raise
themselves ; and, I believe, a bitter penalty was afterwards
paid, in that first revolution, for these very extensive oppres-
sions. But when you take it in the point of art, it is impossi-
ble not to feel that it did give a great advantage, and that by
these institulions, the ornamenting of great public buildings,
and the collections that were amassed, a great opportunity was
given to educate the taste of every Frenchman of every class
in that great country. Our own history was of a different
kind. For some time there was encouragement to art from our
kings in the sameway. In the middle of the last century there
was a great movement, and some of our admirable painters who
then appeared, our admirable sculptor Flaxman, and other dis-
tinguished people who were in the habit of travelling on the
continent, having wealth and leisure enough to do so, brought
back a strong feeling for art. But that was never applied to
manufacture ; and the result, I believe, was perfectly true, and
most certainly proved at the Exhibition of 1851, that in that
respect, and I believe in that respect alone, our manufacturers
were decidedly inferior to the manufacturers of France. Those
are some of the reasons which created the necessity of schools
of design. I believe it to be of the greatest importance to
provide the best copies and examples for every school in the
country, and I believe that a provision of this sort can much
more easily be made, and much more cheaply made, by a cen-
tral body than would be possible by individual efforts. I
believe, again, that the training of masters, to supply one of
the most important deficiencies at this moment felt, and which
was still more apparent a few years back, is what a merely
central authority can do. There is another object, which is to
encourage the general taste by the making of collections which
may show what the principles of good taste are. I quite
admit that this is a point which may be very much abused.
But we try as much as possible to avoid that evil, by dissemin-
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ating through the country parts of the collections, in whatever way
may be most useful to the country ; and we endeavour to extend to
every district the good which we disclaim wishing to retain exclu-
sively to ourselves.

Utility of Art and Drawing in the Common Schools,—Thero was
another point which I believe 1o be of the utmost importance to all,
I mean with regard 1o the teaching of elementary drawing generally,
not in the schools of art, where the pupils are of a higher order, dut
tn the common schools of the country. 1 believe all that has been
said about the advantages of teaching drawing 1o be perfectly true,
and all the objections that are made to be perfectly false. 1 met
yesterday one of the most munificent, intelligent, and judicious

romoters of education I know, who objected to the universal teach-
ng of drawing. 1 believe, even here, that there is no doubt the
objection is a tallacy, and if you consider what Mr. Redgrave said
about the sort of education which drawing confers, the precision and
neatness it leads to, then the advantage of this kind of instruction
must be very apparent. I believe, after all, there is a design in the
cutting out of a frock ; and a friend of mine went still further and
sug%;ested that, to lay a knife and fork perfectly parallel to one
another required the sort of eye which was perfocted by a drawing
lesson or so. (Laughter.) And, still further is the fact agreed to by
the general assembly of all the schoolmasters at Marlborough-house
that, so far from drawing taking up time which might be more
advantageously employed, they found the children who had half of
the allotted number of hours given to drawing and half to writing
progressed more rapidly in their writing than those who were occu-
ied in learning to write during the whole of those hours. (Bear,
ear,) I believe the advantage of this instruction is great in every
class of life. Ilearnt to draw when I was very young, and the resuit
was that I drew a certain church, which I used to take home to my
parents. 1 am gorry 10 say that further attention to_this pursuit was
after some time omitted, until many years later, and not many years
ago I found myself at Rome. Finding my enjoyment to be very
great from the objects of art which are there to be seen, I went to
an eminent artist there, who sometimes gave lessons, and asked if I
was too old to learn to draw. He said, ¢ Not at all ; he had known
persons of my age proiress very rapidly and become very distin-

vished artists;> and he begged me to sit down and attempt a

sketch. I immediately thought of my old church, and set to repro-
duce that, adding a cedar or two, and a cottage in the distance. 1
was not, I own, very much pleased with the result, but I showed it
to the artist, who took it up and looked at it, and then said, ¢ On the
whole, I think if I was you 1 would not taxe lessons.” (Much
laughter.) Now, notwithsianding that discouragement, [ think that
I have no inherent incapacity for being an ordinary dranghtsman;
but I do very sincerely regret that that great usefulness and pleasure
has been denied to me through life from the circumstance of not
havisg attended to it when I was young. And I believe, what may
seemn paradoxical, that that utility and that pleasure go on increasing
in proportion a8 we go down the classes less rich and less able to
avail xyemselves of art, both for uee and for pleasure. I believe,
therefore, this elementary drawing to be conferring very great ben-
* efit indeed on the country at Jarge, and hope it will progress satisfac-
torily. And I venture 10 appea! tn those who have worked so hard
in the higher branches of ait, also to try to put their shoulders to
the wheel and promote this elementary dr:;.win%l wherever it can be
forwarded. (Hear.) 1 think there is nobody here who will deny
that our present Sovereign, together with Prince Albert, has shown
an Interest in this subject. (Cheers.) And I remark just now that
it is singularly characteristic of the spirit of the present age, and of
the just appreciation by the Sovereign of that spirit, that whereas
former monarchs worked almost entirely either for the gratification
of their individual taste or for their self-glorification as to their regal
state, I trust that in the encouragement from the Crown which has
been given to art, while there is great individual enjoyment of the
thing itself, an encouragement has also been given to education, and
there has been an endeavour to make every class of the community
co-operate in every manrer in the work which was in band. Andl
believe there is nothing more evident or that has done more good
than the example set T)y the Qucen herself, of the very generous
use of any object of art in her possession, by circulating 1t as widely
as possible, and letting it be known in every pussible way. The
example has been followed 1 must eay, in a very marked manner.
I may instance the fact of the pubiic institutions beir:g open to the
pet:g e, and established more for the‘ people, and also the very fact
of this great Exhibition of the Art T'reasures of the kingdom, which
I believe would have been impossible some years ago, shows the
sort of impulse which is now given to the public taste. The spread
of education tends very much to it ; snd there are also other things
I was reading the other day an account of most interesting words
used by a Frenchman on the union of arts and commerce, and he
paiticularly dwelt upon this point, that he did not mind our rivalry
when carried on by exiles of hi» own country, because there wus

something not fully vital inthat, but that he did foresee great danger
to their supremacy in what he remarked was taking place in Eng-
land now, which was the recurrence to the old simnple principle of
art, and a determination to adapt the ornament and the design to the
parts of the object which was ornamented or designed. (Cheers.)
Influence of Schools of Art on Public Taste.—But, with regard to
these schools of art, I believe it is possible that, in this sort of insti-
tutions, the indirect eflects are much greater than the direct effects,
I believe it is perfectly possible to point out some very tangible
results. I believe it is a result to find that the students in these
schools in the last ten years have become exactly ten times more
numerous than they were ten years ago. I think itis a result to find
that our education costs exactly one-fourth of what it did seven years
ago. I think it is a result to find, as a positive fact, that almost all
the most eminent porcelain manufactarers, almost all the most emi-
nent cabinet-makers, and upholsterers, and p:perhangers, and almost
all the most eminent ornamental metalwork men, have got in their
establishments at this moment men whom they have drawn from
schools of art in different parts of the country. I think thisis a
great result, and that from those local examinations, you will find
that there are not merely many persons now learning to draw, but
that you have a positive proof, iu the drawings they produce, that
they have profited by the lessons. (Hear, hear.) )
rovision for Art Education in England.— Any town which chose
to take the trouble of registering 500 students, or one per cent. of
the population, who were willing to pay 6d. each for instruction for
one year in drawing, might have a master recommended who would
undertake for that small sum the instruction of those 500 children
for one year, giving them oue lesson per week. The State further
undertook to test this instruction, to see that it was soundly carried
on, and at the end of the year wounld send an inspector down, and
by means of papers from which there was no escape, would examine
those boys who chose to come up for examination. And, to indace
them to come up, a small prize was given to every successful child,
the prize being of materials that would assist him in the further
progress of his art instruction. Moreover, 10 give the master an
nducement, for every boy who received such a prize a small pay-
ment was made on his behaif to the master which was in aid of the
mere 6d. he had to pay for the twelve month’s instruction. Those
who might visit the exhibition of the()}rrize drawings during the week
would find among the other works of art a copy of the paper given
to the boy by the inspector when he came to examine him. 1t was
executed in presence of the inspector, in a given time, and by every
boy at the same time. It consisted both in free hand drawing, to
educate his eye to precise imitation and appreciation, and his hand
tn pawor, and alen a little way in those seientific principles. such as
the nature of geometry and perspective, which enabled him to see
the relation of things to one another. The prizes were also submit-
ted to the inspection of visitors, and it would be seen that although
they were all of a valvable nature, and sueh as the boy could not
very well obtain for himseif, the examination papers were such as
would absojutely test the progress he had made. This education,
therefore, was open to all who chose to come up and test their powers,
and see whether they were really profiting by the instruction given
to them. It was open to any one else besides thuse who received
instruction from the musters appointed by the Government, and if
they succeeded they would obain the prizes, although if the master
who instructed them was not appointed by the Government, he did
not receive the reward. Thisformed what was called the first grade,
and it was an extremely valuable part of public cducation, not only
male but ferale. A bronze medal was given as a piize to all who
were most suceessfui in these preseribed examples. These bronze
medals were given at the local competition. Only 30 could be given
in any school, and it must be very sati~factory to the people of Man-
chester 1o know that their school had this year the whole number of
these local medals (applause), while it was the only school through-
out the kingdom that had thus distinguished itself. ~ These drawings
were again gathered together in one pluce—on this occasion it was
in London—and two of our most eminent artists, Sir Charles East-
lake and Mr. Maclise, had assisted him (Mr. Redgrave) in making
the award again upon these prize drawings, 100 national medals
being permitted thronghout the whole of the schools in the country,
in such proportions us they might happen to fall upon the various
schools.” He would merely add, to sum up all that was epdeavour-
ing to be done, that in addition to various aids to instruction, which
were valuable to all, the Central Department in London, the Depart-
ment of Science and Art, were now making efforts to render all that
it possessed available and frnitful in the provinces. They had been
enabled to collect a most valuable library of art, an especial library
of art; and, under very simple conditi-ns, these valuable works, far
too important 1o be bought by individuals, and hardly likely to be
bought by provincial towns even, since they were many of them
raze and not often in the market—these works were lent, by a sort
of ciiculating library process, to the various schools of art for a short
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period, with constant changes. Moreover, all that they got in their

urchases for the museum at South Kensington was also circulated
i the same way. He had, perhaps, now said enouih to show the
nature of the assistance given to art instruction throughout the
kingdom. He would unly say, that all that was being done was not
done with the view of educating artists. No doubt artists would
come out of such education, but this education was given with a
view to produce an intelligent appreciation of art, and a right taste
in matters of art.

11. BENERFITS OF UNITED ACTION FOR SOCIAL

ADVANCEMENT.
( Extract from a Speech, at Bi-rmliuglwm, by Lord Brougham, in October
ast. )

Upon the beneficial cffects of united action in its different applica-
tions I can venture to speak from an experience of some duration and
considerably varied. It may suffice to mention two instances of this
successful operation. About 30 years ago the society was founded
for Diffusing Useful Knowlcdge, its object being to bring the different
branches of science and of literatare within the reach of the great bulk
of the conununity by reducing the cost of boeks, maps, and prints to
a very modurate scale, and by preparing various works at once didac-
tic and attractive. The cownmittee which carried on these operations
consisted of 60 persons, among the most eminent in science and litera-
tare, ancient and modern, with members of three learned professions,
and distinguished statesinen. Regular meetings were held to reccive
reports of sub-committces charged with preparing the various works
composed either by their own members or by authors who were em<
ployed. Every matter was discussed by the general committee, both
on the writings submitted and on the new works to be undertaken.
The most severe examination had been applied by the sub-committees,
but the proof-sneets were further submitted to the whole of the mem-
bers, who had to consider both the substance and the manner of
treating it; and even those who on any subject might not feel com-
petent to criticize the scientific part, excrcised a vigilant superintend-
ence over the style, 5o that errors in composition and offences against
correct, even severe, taste were sure to be detected. Now, the great
number of our members, profiting, moreover, by the communications
of about 70 local committees and the advantage of constant inter-
course among the members of the central body, enabled the society in
the 20 yecars of its active operations to publish not only with unbroken
regularity treatises twice a month, but various other works not given
periodically. Above 200 volumes have thus appeared. The circula-
tion of the scientific works frequently reached 25000; of those in
more general use 40,000, while of the preliminary discourse the circu-
lation was 100,000, and of the weekly or Penny Magaeine it exceeded
200,000 ; and this gave rise to works of a like description, as did also
the scientific treatises, so that the effects of the society's labors were
not circumscribed within the classes among whom its works circulated.
And it further had the satisfaction of finding that the price of books,
maps, and prints was exceedingly lowered, while their numbers were
greatly wultiplied. Cheap literature was found to be the true interest
of authors as well as publishers, and was no longer confined to light
reading, but extended to works of science and art, prepared with un-
remitung attention to the explanation of all technical terms and all
obscure allusions, and removing whatever obstructions are found in
the path of the learner; so that the youth of humble station could no
longer be met by those distressing difficuities, both in expense and in
the want of truly didactic works, which had before made the pursuit
of self-education all but hopeless. A still more important service,
however, was rendered by teaching professional authors and publish-
ers that there is a market for true and substantial knowledge among
the people at large. Other important incidental advantages accrued
from the society’s labours. One of these advanh%‘es was that many
works, some of them periodical, remarkable for their ignorance and
folly, and others filled with ribaldry and scurrility, and of a hurtful
tendency towards the interests of both church and state. were discon-
tinued. Another beneficial consequence was, that the translation of
several of the society’s works into many European languages, as of
the preliminary discourse into six of them, and some Oriental tongues,
gave rise to the establishment in some countries—as France, Holland,
and America—of institutions en a similar principle, and leading to
similar publications. But the cther experience to which reference
may be had is that of the body whose objects approach most nearly
to our own—the Society for Promoting the Amendment of the Law.
1t would not be easy to describe the many pernicious attempts at
leglslation which it has stopped in their earliest stages—attempts
tending to the injury, not to the amendment of the law; and, if end-
ing in failure and its attendant exposure, calculated to bring the great
cause of legal improvement into disrepute. But it is more pleasing to
dwell upon the signal benefits that have accrued from the measures
maturely digested and strenuously promoted which have obtained the

sanction first of the public assent—that is the approval of those who
are capable and well informed—and, finally, the assent of the Legisla-
ture itself. [ am bound to state that since its establishment in 1844,
most of the Bills which I have brought forward, and of which many
have been passed, making a great change in our jurisprudence, either
originated in the enquiries and reports of the society’s committees, or
owed to the labors and authority of that body valuable help towards,
first, their preparation, next, their adoption. Of the nine Bills pre-
sented by me to the House of Lords in 1845, and six of which are
now the law of the land, two of the six were suggested by the society,
and another, the most important of the whole, and which has entirely
changed the course of procedure, the Act for the Examination of
Parties in all Suits, T never should have succeeded in carrying but for
the society's correspondence with all the County Court judges, and
their almost unanunous testimony in favor of the change. Take
another instance. Uf the legal improvements in the session that has

just closed, the most important are the Divorce and Fraudulent Trus-
tees Acts.

1Il. PERMEATING TENDENCY OF THE DIFFUSION OF KNOW«-
LEDGE—ITS HEALTHFUL INFLUENCE.

(Extract from the same spoeck.)

In the attempts that have been made for so many years to effect
the more general diffusion of knowledge, the necessity has beentoo
much overlooked of beginning with the upper classes of society.
When these are well imbued with the taste for acquiring knowledge,
they have a natural tendency to make those in other ranks ke of
the same great benefits. * It is not that the whole or even the greater
part of one class will becomc educators, but some will be inspired
with the desire, not more benevolent than wise, of bearing the torch
to the regions still without those lights which tiley themselves enjoy.
Thus is sound and useful instruction propagated by & sure and natu-
ral process. Nor is it more certain that the various layers of the great
social structure are bound together by the mighty clamp of justios
administered to all, and binding on all, from the broad basis of the
people upwards, through the middle classes and the aristocracy to the
Crown itself, on the narrow suramit, than it is certain that knewledge
pervades the vast pyramid by successively imbuing and disposing the
couches of which it is formed. Knowledge thus diffused, but especi-
ally knowledge of social interests and rights and duties, even more
than the firm and temperate distribution of justice itself, the
great, the cardinal virtue of insuring the stability of the social system.
1t is, to use the language of tha day, in the very test Con-
gervative, and in the highest sense of the phrase. But this diffusion
has another and most hippy tendency,—it leads to the improvement
of the system, because it inspires all classes with the desire of p
moting measures shown to be safe as well as effectual, in a word,
wholesome reforms. Nor can anything be more groundless than the
fears of progress entertained by some—affected Eromore. It is, in
trath, ignorance continued, not knowledge advancet{ which they have
to fear—nay, which, when we come to an explanation with them, they
really do fear. Knowledge is power; but its natural ally is the frieudly
power of virtue, with which its dominion is willingly shared. This is
above all true of the knowledge which we shall seek to improve and
to impart. The Supreme Disposer and Preserver, who *“decketh
himself with light as it were a garment, but defendeth all the earth as
it were with a shield,” bas provided that the falge steps into which we
are led by the twilight will be prevented or retraced when the da;
dawns. If any one is still alarmed at the force which the people
seem to gain when their faculties are expanded by cultivation, let him
recollect that this happy process cannot be continued and further
knowledge acquired, without a new security being given by that very
increase of knowledge against the delusions and the excesses from
which the peace of the community has most to fear, We are remind-
ed by the subject, as well as by the place where we are assembled, of
the exquisite invention, the happiest perhaps in the history of science,
which makes the power of steam provide by its expansios for its own
control, the one very nicely proportioned to the other. Knowledge is
thus both power and safety—it exercises this self-control ; it gives to
the mighty social engine both the movement and the governor—

“ Unmeasured strength with perfect art combined,
Awes, serves, amazes, and protects mankind,¥’

Bat it is not safety alone that we expect ; we fondly hope for .
wo confidently look higher. Undaunted by the resistance of advers
saries, undismayed by the obstructions which the bias of prejudios,

or the conflicts of faction, or the strife of controversy raise to imped;
gocial progress or to retard, its friends Iift up their view to the loftier
heights where religious and moral truth sheds ap eternal light.
Piercing the darkness of ignorance that shrouds one region, the mista
of doubt that obscure, the storms of passion that vex, the instinct of
selfishness that chills another, the eye loves to repose on that bright



180

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION

[DecemuEn,

summit where the same beams dispel all doubt from our opinions
towards God, and warm our benevolent feelings towards man :—

4 As some tall cliff that lifts its awful form,
Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the storm ;
Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread,
Eternal sunshine settles on its head,”

(Loud and prolonged cheering.)

NATIONAL ASS8QCIATION FOR THE PROMOTION OF SOCIAL
SCIENCE.

The object of the National Association, to which Lord Brougham
refers in these two passages from his speech, is, as its name implies,
to aid the development of the Social Sciences, and to guide the public
mind to the best practical means of promoting the Amendment of the
Law, the Advancement of Education, the Prevention and Repression
of Crime, the Reformation of Criminalg, the Establishment of due
Sanitary Regulations, and the Recognition of sound principles in all
questions of Social Economy.

The proposed mode of action is, once in every year to bring together
the various societies and individuals who are engaged or interested in
furthering any of the above objects; and without trenching upon their
independent exertions, to elicit by discussion the real elements of
truth, to clear up doubts, to harmonige discordant opinions, and to
afford a common ground for the mutual exchange of reliable informa-
tion on the great social problems of the day.

The better to carry out this plan, the Committee have divided the
Association, for the present, into five departments, viz.:—Jurispru-
dence, and Amendment of the Law; Education; Punishment and
Reformation ; Public Health; and Social Economy; but at the time
of each Meeting any Department will, if necessary, be sub-divided into
sections for the more convenient transaction of its business.

The First Annual Meeting of the National Association will be held
at Birmingham, on the 12th of October next, and the four following

days.

%ull particulars of the business to be transacted in each Department
will be published previous to the Meeting, but in the mean time, and
in order more fully to explain the range of topics on which papers and
discussion will be reeeived, a short statement is subjoined under the
head of each Department.

First Department.—~JURISPRUDENCE AND AMENDMENT OF THE LAW,—
In this department will be discussed the Science of Civil Jurispru.
dence ; its bearing on the social condition of the people; the advan-

derivable from a wide diffusion of its principles; the practical
de! in our laws, the evils arising from ruch defects ; and the fitting
remedies.

Second Department.~EpucaTior.—This Department will deal with
the various questions relating to Education, both industrial and intel-
lectual, whether of the upper, middle, or lower classes of society ; the
foundation schools of the country; the connection of Art and Litera-
ture with National Education, &c.

Third artment, — PuisExExT ANp REFORMATION. — In  this
Department will be discussed the various questions relating to the
prevention and repression of crime ; the reformation of the criminal;
the best mode of secondary punishment ; prison discipline; the man-
agement of reformatory schools and institutions, &c.

Fourth Department—PusLic Hearra.—This Department will con-
gider the various questions relating to the Public Health and the
mention of disease ; it will collect statistical evidence of the relative

thineas of different localities, of different industrial occupations,
and generally of the influence of exterior circumstances in the pro-
duction of health or disease; it will discuss improvements in house
construction (more especially as to the dwellings of the labouring
classes), in_drainage, warming, ventilation; public baths and wash-
houses ; adulteration of food and its effects; the functions of govern-
ment in relation to public health, the legislative and administrative
machinery expedient for its fyeservaﬁon; sapitary police, quarantine,
&ec.; poverty in relation to disease, and the effect of unhealthiness in
the prosperity of places and nations,

Fifth Department.—SociaL EcoNouy—In this Department will be
congidered the various questions relating to Social Economics; the
conditions of Industrial Success, whether of nations or individuals;
Savings’ Banks, and Insurance: the relation between employers and
employed ; strikes and combinations; legislative interference with the
bours and wages of labour ; legislative regulation of professions, trades,
and _emp!oyment generally, and of prices and means of supply; emi-
gration, its effect, and true conditions; exercise of public and private
charity ; relief of the poor; industrial employment of women; indus-
trial and economical instruction of the labouring classes; social
economics in relation to Educatien, &ec. ’

IV. WANT OF AN EFFECTIVE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM IN

ENGLAND.
(Extract from a speech, at Birmizghlam, )by Sir John Packington, in Octo-
ast.

With regard to education, there was much to humble our national
pride in the state of this question. When we compared our own
position in this respect with that of some other countries which might
point out to us that every one of their citizens had the means of ele-
mentary education at his door. Ho repeated that there was no better
corrective for the national pride than to reflect upon the ignorance
and intellectual destitution of the masses round us. It was to his
mind a most humiliating consideration that here in England, where
we had attained a degree of knowledge, intellectual power, civilization,
and refinement which had never been reached before—in England,
where we had attained such scientific pre-eminence, and had given to
mankind the wondrous steam-engine and the miraculous telegraph—
we were surrounded (and it was vain and mischievous to deny it) by
masses of the people in our towns and rural districts steeped in igno-
rance, vice, and crime, than which scarcely anything worse could be
found in an uncivilized land, and the blackness and the shame of
which are rendered darker and more shamefal by the civilization
which prevailed around. (Hear, hear.) He had no wish to exagger-
ate the state of affairs, or to underrate the great exertions of the ad-
mirable educational societies at present in existence ; but in his judg-
ment it was clear to demonstration that the means now forthcoming
were not sufficient to cope with the extent of the evil. (Hear.) We
were always told when Parliament was asked to apply a remedy,
 The thing caunot be done on account of the great difficulties which
stand in the way.” Now, he never heard this declaration of the diffi-
culties without a feeling of shame, and, he might aimost say, contempt.
There were two modes of treating difficulties in the way of any great
social evil; first, by perpetually talking of and magnifying such diffi-
culties and always yielding to them ; and, secondly, by firmly declar-
ing that, there being a great social evil, we would trample under foot
the obstacles in the way of remedying it. (Cheers.) The last was
the mode in which he wished to see England deal with the sabject of
national education. After the best study he could give the question
he believed that those difficulties were greatly exaggerated ; indeed,
he doubted whether a few of them had not been invented by some
who, whatever might be on their lips, had no very ardent love of edu-
cation in their hearts. (Hear, hear.) The bugbear of a national
system was the religious difficulty, but he had no hesitation in saying
that a fair solution of this difficulty had been offered to the country.
He was one of those who admitted broadly and distinctly that relixi-
ous instruction was the first and greatest point in education. No edu-
cation could be complete without religion, and woe to the country
which neglected this! But to correct many of the existing evils it
appeared to him that we must have a better systera of national educa-
tion. We had now, he was glad to say, a Minister of State responsi-
ble to the House of Commons for the Department of Education, a
body of able inspectors, and annual Parliamentary grants, But this
was only balf a system, and to complete it we required a local organi-
zation to co-operate with the Central Board, and some certain, perma-
nent local fund to respond to the grants which Parliament made, and
he should be guilty of concealing his own deep and sincere conviction
did he not express his belief that the real ret_nedy for most of the de-
fects of the present system was to be found in a determined effort by
Government and the Legislature to improve the quality of our schools.
(Hear.) His hearers might depend upon it injustice was done to the
working classes in this matter. (IHear.) Their social affections were
as strong as ours. (Hear.) They were not indifferent to the welfare
of their children, and we had no right to declare that they preferred
the child’s earnings to the child's interest until we had fairly tested
that question by giving them schools which were fit to go to. (Hear,
hear.) When this was done we should be able to say whether they
would send their children to school or not, and whether the Govern-
ment was called upon to adopt a compulsory system.

SPEECH OF THE REV. DR. McCAUL, AT THE RECENT
CONVOCATION OF UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, TORONTO.

After a few introductory remarks, the President said :—

When I last addressed an audience in this Hall on an occasion sim-
ilar to the present, I felt it to be necessary to advert to a misappre-
hension, which seemed to exist as to _the degree of success that had
attended the University and College during the period in which they
have been in operation. At that time I proved that, even if
number of students were adopted as the measure of success—a
criterion, however, which I should not, myself, have selected—there
was abundant reason for congratulation, if we compared our progress
even in that respect with that of similar institutions. This point was
established by reference to the annals of the Universities and Colleges
in Her Majesty’s colonial dominions, and the early history of the
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principal Academic establishments in the United States; and the re-
markable fact was noticed, that in the then preceding year, the number
of students in attendance on lectures in this College, was greater than
had ever been in the University at any period of its existence. At
the same time, T expressed the opinion, that the degree of success
which bas attended the University and College, since their establish-
ment, was much below what it might have been under other and more
favourable circumstances; and that reference to the brief, but event-
ful history of our institutions, would prove, that the real wonder was,
not that we had done so little, but that we had done so much—that
we had overcome so many difficulties—surmounted so many impedi-
ments—outlived 80 many dangers—and yet, during a troubled and
stormy existence, had, with the blessing of God, effected so much
for the dissemination of valuable knowledge, and for the diffusion of
a high order of liberal education. (Applause.)

Permit me NOW, to occupy your attention for a few minutes, whilst
I advert t0 two or three erroneous impressions, which seem to exist
relative to both the University and the College. The first which I
shall potice, relates to the number of subjects of examination in the
University, and of instruction in the College. This objection, so far as
I have l}eard, is limited to those who were themselves, in their youth,
trained in the more confined courses of the ancient Universities. Let
us first of all consider, what are the subjects to which the objection
applies. In languages and literature we have Greek and Latin,
English, French, Gerwan, Italian, Spanish, Hebrew, Syriac, Chaldee
and Arabic, but of these, the first five alone are essential—the other
are optional branches, In the other departments we have Mathematics
and I{a.tural thllosophy, Logic, Metaphysics and Ethics, Civil Polity
Chemistry, Natural History, Mineralogy and Geology—all of which
are necessary.  Omitting, ‘then, those subjects to which the objec-
tion cannot refer, inasmuch as they are in the same position with us
as in_the ancient Universities and Colleges, we shall find that the
additional subjects, to which objection is taken, are the Natural
Sciences and the Modern Languages.

The question, then, is what justification have we for the addition
of these ¢ .

The answer 1S plain and obvious. Within the last few years, their
development _has been so remarkable, or their utility has been so gen-
erally recognized, that they can no longer be ignored as essential parts
of a liberal cducation. 1s'there one whom I address, who is not per-
suaded that it is of the utmost importance, that our graduates should
not leave our halls in utter ignorance of such subjects a8 Chemistry,
Zoology and Botany, Mineralogy and Geology—strangers to even the
leading characteristics of this globe, on which we dwell; of this air,
which we breathe ; of this light, whereby we see; of the countless
myriads of animated cxistences, which flourish and die around us?

Again, can any one, who is at all observant of the features of the
age in which we are living, question the expediency of having our
students at least initiated in forcign modern tongues, and well versed
in the use of their own language? Time was when Science and Liter-
ature chosc the Latu} language as their appropriate vehicle. But how
many learned treatises and discussions are there now written in the
vernacular of each country, and what immense stores of valuable
knowledge arc hidden from the view of those, who have not made
some progress in this important department of education? Iask no
other testimony on this point than that of those scholars, who either
did not enjoy, or did not sufficiently avail themselves of the opportunity
of acquiring a knowledge of German, and who now deplore their ina-
bility to master the noble productions, which arc written in that
language, comprehending some of the highest efforts of human ability,
in almost every branch of Science and Literature. (Applause.) But
it is useless to discuss the question abstractly. Let us enquire what
has been done in the Universities at home, Within the last few years
the Natural Science tripos has been established in the University of
Cambridge, and the Royal Commissioners of Enquiry into that Uni-
versity, in their report, anticipate the institution of a Modern Language
tripos, also. Again, in the University of Oxford, since 1850, a school
of Natural Science has been established, and the Royal Commissioners
of Iinquiry notice the languages of Modern Europe as a fit subject to
be included in the School of Philology. In the University of London,
the undergraduates are required to tahe Chemistry and Aniwal Phy-
siolcgy. and at least one foreign modern language. In the University
most recently established in the United Kingdom—I mean the Queen's
University, Ireland,—both these departments are introduced into the
course of study for the degrees in the Faculty of Arts. And let it be
observed, that this testimony in their favour is of great weight, for the
organization of that University was in the bands of distinguished
Graduates, not of one, but of different Universities of the Mother
Country, aud tbeir object was to form a system based on past experi-
ence, and at the samc time, adapted to present requirements; to select
from all, whatever might be available, and to add what the necessities
of the time demanded. -

But it is objected, that t}:e result of introducing 80 many subjects,
will be to make the education superficial—to gend out the students

with a smattering of many branches of knowledge, but without a
thorough acquaintance with any one. Now, I admit, that if this were
the necessary result, it would be an evil of the greatest magnitude,
and so disastrous in its consequences, that I would at once abandon
these additional subjects.

But is that the inevitable result? Can no plan be devised, whereby
students can obtain during their academic career, a certain amount of
knowledge of all these subjects, and yet reach as high a degree of
perfection, as was hitherto attained, in some one or two of them? The
question is a most important one, and has engaged the attention of
some of the ablest men in both hemispheres; amongst others, of Dr.
Wayland, formerly President of Brown University, for whose opinion I
entertain a very high respect, as a profound thinker, a clear reasoner,
and what is more important in the present question, a man who has had
great experience in education. It is certain that the extent and accu-
racy of attainment must be most materially diminished, if seven or
eight subjects of study be compressed into that period of time, which
was formerly barely sufficient for four or five, and equal attention be
required to be paid to each throughout the course. The only practical
solution of the problem is to be found in the system, which has been
adopted in this University and College, whereby, whilst each student
i required to possess at least an elementary knowledge of each subject
prescribed in the course, he is at liberty, within certain restrictions,
to select those departments for which he has a special aptitude, or
which are most useful, with a view to his future occupation in life.
This system, after much consideration and prolonged discussion, was
introduced in this University, in 1854. According to the plan, which
was then brought into operation, the student after one year’s study of
a fixed course, was at liberty to select between the Greek and Latin
languages, or the English and French or German, and between Mathe-
matics or the Natural Sciences. As that arrangement did not, however,
go so far as secmed desirable, I lately suggested the following general
principle, which is now, with modifications, embodied in the statutes.
at present in force, viz.:—That all Under-graduates, not candidates
for honors, shall be required to take up each of the subjects at two
separate examinations, i. e., to continue the study of each during two
years; whilst candidates for Honors shall be permitted to give up
each subject on passing one examination, i. e., on devoting one year
to the study of each; with the exception, of course, of that subject,
or those subjects in which they desire to attain marked proficiency,
the study of which may be continued by them throughout the whole
four years of the course. From this arrangement, I anticipate the
happiest results. I expect that its effect will be to supply all with &
preliminary knowledge of each subject, on which they may after-
wards build with advantage, whilst it secures to those, who desire to
become masters of particular departments, the opportunity of cultiva-
ting the subjects of their choice to as high a degree of perfection as can
be obtained under the circumstances of an academic course.

But it is objected to this system of options, that it is a novelty
unsanctioned by experience, [ am certainly far from being favourable
to experiments in such a subject as Education, and have no community
of fecling with those who disparage the practical wisdom of our fore-
fathers, and extol the inventive genius of modern theorists. But, at
the same time, I cannot condemn every proposed change, simply
because it is an innovation. If it be based on sound principles, which
proise success, and particularly if it be adapted to the circumstances
of the country in which it is to be used, I would adopt it as an
improvement likely to be beneficial in its effects. But how stands the
present casc? Is this system of options an untried experiment, an
untested novelty? Lo this I would reply, that those who press such
an objection, scem to forget, that for many years, the option of Logic
or Euclid has been allowed in the University of Oxford; that further
options have been permitted by the Statute of 1850, and that the
Royal Commissioners have recommended still further extension of the

rinciple. .
¥ In the University of Cambridge also, the Commissioners with a
similar object recommended, that during the last four terms of resi-
dence, the students should be permitted to sclect the studies best
suited to their aptitudes and destinations. In the University of
London, an option is permitted between French and German.

In the University of Dublin, within the Jast few years, the same
principle has been introduced, and students in the last year of
their course in arts, whilst restricted to two out of five subjects, are
at liberty to take any two others which they may preler.

In the Queen’s University, Ireland, the principle has been
adopted after the first year of the course. What has been done in
this respect by the Scottish Universities I have not been able to
ascertain ; but I feel persuaded, from their known zeal for improve-
ment, that they will promptly adopt whatever promises to be useful
or valuable to the students under their charge.

Let me now proceed to another objection which 1 have heard
urged, relative to the scl.lo_larsl}g)s in the University and the prizes
in the College. They, it is said, are countless, whereby of course it
is to be understood that their number is unprecedentedly great. In
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discussing this question I shall not stop to enquire into the justice of
the opinion held by some few, that no rewards should be instituted,
bat that our youth should be tanght to discharge duty without any
other incentive than the knowledge that it was duty. = Of this it will
be sufficient to say, that this theory is contradicted by the experience
of almost every one practically conversant with edueation, and is in
direct opposition to the usages of almost all educational institutions
in every age. Assuming, then, that itis expedient that scholarships
and prizes should be established, and bearing in mind, also, the cir-
cumstances of this young country, in which the taste for Jearning re-
quires to be fostered and encouraged, and in which many of those who
devote themselves 1o its pursuit want not merely honour but aid, let
us consider whether 1his statement as to unprecedented number is
borne out by a reference to fucts. In the. University of Toronto the
number of scholarships originally instituted was %0 ; they have lately
been redaced 1o 61, as the funds were required for the buildings
at present in progress, Well, what has been the state of affairs in
the mother country in this respect ?  In answering this question, I
shall not refer to the ancient establishments of the United Kingdom,
with their long and noble array of professorships, fellowships, scho-
latships, bursaries, exhibitions, sizarships and prizes, for I might be
told, and told truly, that these are the aceumuwation during ages of
public liberality and of private bounty.

I shall limit inyself to the same establishment to which I have
already referred, as the most recent in onr parent isles—the Queen’s
University, Ireland, an establishment supported by public funds.
The functions of that University are similar to those of the Uni-
versity of London, in England, and of the University of Toronto,
in this country. With it are connected three Colleges — one in
Belfast, one in Cork, and one in Galway. Their ﬁmctions are
similar to those of this College, but there is this point of difference
between the arrangements of the University and Colleges there,
and those of the University and College here—that whereas with us
the Scholarships are attached to the University, with them they are
attached to the Colleges. Remember what I have already stated—
that the whole number of scholarships with us is 61; and what we
are now inquiring is, what is the number in the Queen’s Colleges,
Ireland? In each of these three institutions there are 55, making a total
of 165, a little short of three times the number that we have here ;
and this, too, be it remembered, in a country where there are many
more able to bear the expense of providing their sons with education
of a high order than there are, or could be, in this newly-settied
land, and where, besides, there flonrishes an ancient and weaithy
establishment, offering rewards of unusunal value and number, with
between 20 and 30 professorships, 35 fellowships, 70 scholarships,
between 70 and 80 exhibitions, and 30 sizarships, (Applause.)
With reference to the number of prizes in the College, I think it a
sufficient answer to the abjection to state the principles on which they
are awarded. In each department, two prizes are annuoally offered for
competition—one amongst the Undergraduates, the other amougst the
Occasional Btudents of each year. These prizes are awarded after the
comparison ot the results of the two Terminal Examinations in the
Academic year, a standard of merit having been previously fized,
regulating the admission into the Classes of Honour, the result of
which is, as I have already meutioned, that our prizes are given, not
for comparative, but for positive merit. ‘T'hese arrangements rela-
tive to the prizes seem to me to be, on the whole, the best which
could have been adopted, keeping 1n view the advantage of encour-
aging proficieucy in each depaitinent, and the importance of
securing to the students fair and even competition. 1 may also
remark that such ariangements are rendered almost unavoldable
by the adoption of the system of options. Auother important
characteristic of our Institution must also be borne in mind—that we
have not here that class of students so common at home ; I mean,
of those who pass through au aca emic course, regarding such
training merely as a recognised essential of the education of a
gentleman— without any care for distinction—without any effort for
honors—without any intention of using the knowledge which they
have the opportuuity of acquiring, in the practical duties of profes-
sional life. Here, on the other hand, we have not one who is not
desirous of distinction—not one who does not aspire to honors in
some department or cther—not one \\'hq does not feel that, while
engaged in academic study he is qualifying himself for the more
efficient discharge of the duties of that station in which he may
hereafter be placed, and from which he expects 10 derive his main-
tenance. But it is unnecessary to pursue the subject further. Let
me, however, state, before [ pass on, that the expense of all our
prizes does not amount 1o the sum expended on the same object in
each of the three Queen’s Colleges, and that, too, although each of
them has in addition 55 scholarships at its disposal.

I would now, in cotclusion, briefly adveit to a subject which is
always of paramount inteiest on such occasions as the present. I
mean the present condition of our University and College, and their
future prospects.  During the past year no fewer than between 60

and 70 have been admitted to the Mniversity in the ditlerent
Faculties, This exceeds any former number. " (Applanse.) The
scene we have witnessed this day, 01‘ eight m:d twenty gentlemen
presenting themselves for admixsion into the College, as Students in
Arts, 1s alike unprecedented in its annals.  (Applause.) The num-
ber of Undergraduates in attendance ¢n_our lectures is 50. 'This
also is in excéss of any former year. Withiu the Jast ten days we
have had an influx of no lessthan between 60 and 70 Occasional Stu-
dents, so that I feel warranted in estimating the present total number
of such students as little, if at all, less than double the number of our
Undergraduates. (Applause.) But are there no other encouraging
circumstances which present themselves on taking a retrospeet of
the past year? Yes, there are; and well worthy of mention too,
During the past year between 2,000 ana 3,000 volumes have been
added to the library, and more than donble that number have been
ordered. (Applause.) During the past year some hundreds of
additional specimens have beeu added to ‘the Muscum of Natural
History, and we are still engaged in adding to the number. (Ap-
plause.) During the past year we have obtained what we have long
wanted, a Mineralogical and Geological collection, nambering some
5,000 or 6,000 specimens, and we shall shortly have as many more.
(Applause.) During the past year those buildings—to the founda-
tion of which I referred on the last occasion on which T addressed
you—have emerged to view and revealed their massive but fair pro-
portions. (Cheers.) Yes; those rising walls, with sculptured arch,
with carved capital, with chiselled shaft, with decorated doorway,
with graceful tower, and what is much better, with spacious halls
and commodious lecture rooms within them; and what is better yet,
with provision for the residence of our students—indicate that the
graceful compliment paid on a recent occasion by that accomplished
scholar Lord Carlisle, when referring to a splendid addition to the
architectural beauty of Dublin :—¢ Dignis énvitant Palluda templis>
—may be applied with equal propriety to yonder stately pile,
which, we trust, ¢ Wisdom > may choose for her abiding home, as
worthy of her presence. (Cheers) With these faets then in view,
can I be regarded as too sanguine if 1 look forward with confident
expectation to the time when we shall have in these establishments
of ours—I speak of the University and College together—for they
are each the necessary supplement of the other, and must be com-
bined to form a complete academic institution—can I be regarded as
too sanguine, when I confidently look forward to the time, and that
not far distant, when we shall have a Seat of Learning worthy of the
growing greatness of this fair and fertile land; and worthy too of
being placed on a level with those time-honoured institutions of
which our mother country ig so justly proud? Can [ be considered too
sanguine in anticipating, that some of us now engaged in the admi-
nistration of the atfairs of these establishments, and in the training
of their students, shall see the day when our honours shall be a
passport to dignity and emolument—when those whom we have
prepared for the business of life shall be occupying and gracing the
highest positions in the Province—when our alumni shall be scat-
tered over every part of the couutry, each discharging the duties of
that position in which it has pleased Providence to place him, with
credit to himself, konour to his Alma Mater and benefit to the com-
munity—each, to borrow the language of the daily prayer of our
College,—* whilst engaged in the discharge of the duties of time,
ever mindful of the more important interests of Kternity >>—¢ living
in brotherly love and Christian charity towards his neighbours »—
¢ Fearing God and Honouring the Queen.”” (Loud cheers.)

"Three cheers were then given for Her Majesty the Queen, and
three for Dr. McCaul, and the meeting separated.—Calo'n“t-

THE FUTURE OF CANADA AS PREDICTED BY A
FOREIGNER.

One of the most eminent cf contemporary United States poht)ci.aps,
Mr. Scnator Seward, has just concluded a’ tour through the British
American Provinces, ‘I'hough ostensibly absent from home on a sim-
ple pleasure trip, in search of health and novelty, it was of course
impossible that so observant a statesman could fail to reccive im-
pressions from what he saw abroad during the period of his wander-
ings. The political deductions of his Jate journey he has communicated
to o paper published in Aloany, and from which we make the following
extract i—

“ Hitherto, in common with most of my countrymen, as I suppose,
I have thought Canada, or to speak more accurately, British America,
a mere strip lying north of the United Statcs, easily detachahle from
the parent state, but incapable of sustaining itself, and therefore ulti-
mately, nay, right soon, to be laken on by the Federal Union, without
materially changin: or affecting its own condition or developement.
have dropped the opinion as a national conceit. I see in British
North America, stretching as it does across the continent, from the
shores of Labrador and Newfoundland to the Pacific, and occupying s
considerable belt of the temperate zone, traversed equally with the
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United States by the lakes, and enjoying the magnificent shores of the
St. Lawrence, with its thousands of islands in the river and gulf, a
region grand enough for the seat of a great empire.

“In 18 wheat ticlds in the West, its broad ranges of the chase at
the North, its inexhaustible lJumber lands—the most extensive now re-
maining on the globe—its invaluable fisheries, and its yet undisturbed
mineral deposits, I see the elements of weslth. I find its inhabitants
vigorous, hardy, energetic, perfected by the Protestant religion and
British constitational liberty. "I find them jcalous of the United States
and of Great Britain, as they ought to be; and, therefore, when Ilook
at their extent and resources, ! know they can neither be conquered
by the former nor permanently held by the the latter. They will be
independent, as they are already self-maintaining. Having happily
escaped the curse of slavery, they will never submit themselves to the
domination of slave-holders, which prevails in, and determines the
character of, the United States. They will be a Russia in the United
States, which to them will be France and England. But they will be
& Russia civilized and Protestant, and that will be a very different
Russia from that which fills all Southern Europe with terror, and by
reason of that superiority, they will be the more terrible to the dwell-
ers in the southern latitudes,

“The policy of the United States is to propitiate and secure the
alliance of Canada while it is yet young and incurious of its future.
But on the other band, the policy which the United Statcs actually
pursues is the infatuated one of rejecting and spurning vigorous,
perennial, and ever-growing Canada, while seeking to establish fecble
states out of decaying Spanish provinces on the coast and in the islands
of the Gulf of Mexico.

“I shall not live to sce it, but the man is already born who will see
the United States mourn over this stupendous folly, which is only pre-
paring the way for ultimate danger and downfall. All southern poli-
tical stars must set, though many times they rise again with diwinished
splendour.  But those which illuminate the pole remain forever shin-
ing, forever increasing in splendour.”

e —p————
Papers on Practical Eacation.

INSPIKATION IN TEACHING.

MaNY years ago, a_clergyman of whom we are about to speak, was
settled in a town of Western Massachusetts. He carried to his charge
a passionate fondness for the study of Natural History. He spent
many hours and days in watching the lives and ways of the birds,

animals, insects, reptiles and fishes of the region in which he lived.
He crowded his sermons and enriched his convVersatioin with iliusiea-

tions drawn from his favorite science. Years after, when the clergyman
bad ceased from his beautiful callings, a naturalist of high standing hap-
pened to pass some time in the town to which we have referred. He
was surprised to find many of the dwellers in the town cultivated na-
turalists as well as himself, Un inquiring the cause of the general
possession ol so beautitul an accomplishment, he learned that it was the
result of the former clergyman’s sermons and conversaiion. And he
found a people educated in a noble science without, it is likely any of
the machinery of the school-room ; no recitations, no committing to
memory from text-books, no set hours of study. The greatest of all
educational works—the exciting of enthusiasm for a study—was
effected when one ardent mind had imbued the minds around it with
its own passionate love. We ourselves once saw a like effect frum the
ministrations of a clergyman who was an enthusiast in the study of
history and its philesopby.

We inspire a mind with love for a study by bringing forward its
attractive phenomena. Tell a scholar that if he looks upon his atlas
he will find all the great peninsulag of the world—as Africa, Califor-
nia, Hindostan,—tapering towards the south, with the exception of
Jutland and Yucatan, which taper towards the north; that the great
mountain ranges of the worid run in the lengthwise direction of the
regions on which they stand ; that, if he looks upon a northern map,
like that of Russia, e will find, mainly, harsh words like Smolensk,
Tchernigov, Cronstadt; but, if be looks on a southern map, as of
Spain, he will tind sott worus predominating as Catalonia, Valencia,
Sierra Morena, Sierra Nevada; he will recognize such facts as beau-
tiful, will seek to verify or match them, will seek the reasons of their
existence—and will be sure to become an interested student of Physi-
cal Geography.

Tracing out associations or attractive connections ig another impor-
tant means of inspiration, Tell a scholar that the River St. Lawrence
was 80 named because the French entered it on St. Lawrence’s day ;
that this St. Lawrence was an officer of an early Christian church,
whom a Roman emperor martyred by broiling on a gridiron: thatthe
Escurial—a fine palace of the kings of Spain, was built in the form of
a gridiron in the same saiat’s honor ; connect with the St. Lawrence
the touching story of Wolfe's 1ast days, and your scholar will be power-
fully influenced towards the study of Descriptive Geograpby.

Let a study present to a student beautiful chains of reasoning, and
it will fascinate him. For instance, the civilization of the world has
bad no slight dependence on its mountain ranges. With the atlas
before him, let a student trace such connection, and he cannot avoid
feeling the inspiration the reason is thuscalculated to awaken. From
the mountains come the great rivers; naturally, on the great rivers
arise the cities and large towns. The cities gather and spread luxu-
ries, stimulate mental action, concentrate and give efficiency to a
nation’s thought. The boy or the girl who has thus, for the first time,
followed the waters of the Ohio, from the Alleghanies to the Gulf, has
gained a rich sensation, and will be interested in the Danube, the
Ganges, or the Nile, as he would never have been by the common
mechanical form of study.

To cluster round our studies the rich facts and connections to
which we have referred, we should use richly annotated text-books.
Every school-room too, should have an Encyclopsedia. Each of the
facts to which we have referred as connected with the St. Law-
rence, could be found in so common a work as the Encyclopsdia
Amcricana.

But on teachers of a varied scholarship we must rely the most.
Yet in a number of years’ experience as member of a school com-
mittee, we have found inspiring power in teachers a thing to be de-
sired rather than looked for. Too often they have taken to teaching,
not because they have loved study, but because they could thereby
earn money. Many of them never, or rarely, have read a narrative
or dramati¢ poem, a history or a biography, a work of scientific or
literary philosophy, in their lives. Their teaching is, of necessity,
mechanical, and they leave the impression upon their pupils that all
study is merely mechanical also. They are certainly not fitted to
point out the charming phenomena and trace the fascinating chains
of connection to which we have alluded. Studies in such minds are
not “richly dight.” We wish the directors of our Normal schools
would look to this matter. Let them have a class in Littell's Living
Age if need be. And let those who examine the qualifications of
teachers ask what they have read; and, if they have read little or read
nothing, the most thorough technical knowledge of the text-books
should weigh lightly against such a heavy disqualification. We wish
every boy or girl should be made to understand the enthusiasm that
prompted these noble lines of Waller:

“Say, for ye saw us, ye immortal lights,
How oft unwearied we have spent the nights,
Till the Ledean stars, so famed for love,
Wondered at us from above.
We spent them not in toys, or lust, or wine,
But search of deog philosophy,
‘Wit, eloquence and poes
Arts which I loved, for

—New York Tribune.

Y, my friend, were tixine.”

——

MANAGEMENT OF BOYS.

How greatly do parents and preceptors err in mistaking for mis-
chief, or wanton idleness, all the little man@uvres of young persons,
which are frequently practical inquiries to conform or refate doubts
g:ssing in their minds! When the aunt of James Watt reproved the

y for his idleness, and desired him to take a book, or emply him-
self to some purpose usefally, and not be taking off the lid of the
kettle, and putting it on again, and holding now a cup and now a
silver spoon over the steam, how little was she aware that he was
investigating a problem which was to lead to the greatest of human
inventions !

. It has been said that we were indebted for the important invention
in the steam engine, termed Aand-gear, by which its valves or cocks
are worked by the machine itself, to an idle boy of the name of
Humphrey Potter, whe, being employed to stop and open a valve,
saw that he could save himself the trouble of attending and watching
it, by fixing a plug upon a partof the machine which came to the
flace_ at the proper times, in consequence of the general movement.

f this anecdote be true, what does it proveg That Humphrey
Potter might be very idle, but that he was, at the same time, ve
ingenious. It was a contrivance, not the resuit of mere accident,
but of some observation and successful experiment.

The father of Eli Whitney, on his return from a journey which
had necessarily compelled him to absent himself grom home for
several days, inquired, as was his usnal custom, into the occupations
of his sons during hisabsence. He received a good account of all of
them except Eli, who, the housekeeper reluctantly confessed, had
been engaged in making a fiddle. ¢ Alas!* says the father, with
a sigh and ominous shake of the head, “I fear that Eli will have
some day to take his portion out in fiddles.” To have anything to
do about a fiddle, betokened, the father thought, a tendency to en-
gage in mere trifles. How little aware was the father that this sim-
ple occupation, far from being a mere fiddle-faddle, was the drawing
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forth of an inventive genius to be ranked among the most effective
and useful in respect 10 arts and manufactures,

It is related of Chantry, the celebrated sculptor, that, when a boy
he was observed by a gentleman at Sheffield, very attentively en-
gaged in cutting a stick with a penknife. He asked the lad what he
waus doing, and with great simplicity but courtesy he replied, ¢ I
am cutting old Fox’s head.””> (Fox was the schoolmaster of the
village.) On this the gentleman asked to see what he had done, and
pronounced the likeness excellent, presenting the youth with a six-
pence. How ma..y would have at once characterized the occupation:
of the boy as a mischievous or idle one ; losing sight, for the time, of
that lesson which every parent should know how to put into use,
¢ Never despise small beginnings.”

Of Edward Maibourne, the painter, it is said, the * intervals of his
school-hours were filied by indefatigable industry in making experi-
ments, and endeavouring to make discoveries.” One of his greatest
delights was found in blowing bubbles, for the pleasure of admiring
the fine colors they displayed. Thus it appears that even the soa
bubble amusement, idle as some think it to be, may have not a litt‘l:
to do towards leading the young artistic mind to discriminate micely,
between delicate shades of color.

The first panels on which William Etty, an English painter, drew,
were the boards of his father’s shop floor ; and bis first crayon a far-
thing’s worth of whits chalk—a substance considered now-a-days al-
most invariably ominous of mischief-doing in the hands of a boy,
especially on the opening day of the month of April. Now what does
the mother of “little Willie  do, on_discovering the nicely swept
floor disfigured with chalk lines 2 Of course she scolds, and calls
him a mischievous little fellow? No, this is not the course the sen-
sible mother pursues. In an autobiographical letter addressed toa
relative, Etty, speaking of this circumstance in his youtbful life, says,
¢ My pleasure amounted to ecstacy, when my mother promised me
next morning, if I were a good buy, I should use some colors mizxed
with guam-water., I was so pleased I could scarcely sleep.”

The family tradition says of Edward Bird, that he would, at three
or four years of age, stand on a stool, chalk outlines on the furniture
and say, with childish glee, ¢ Well done, little Neddy Bird.” Even
at the dawn he would be up to draw figures upon the walls, which
he called French and English soldiers. No doubt the question often
engaged the attention of the parents, as to how little Neddy should
be broken of the habit of sketching so much on almost every thing
about the house. The father finding, however, that his love of draw-
ing and sketching was incarabls, at length wisely ceased to coun-
teract his artistic tendency, and, beginning to grow anxious to turn it
to some account, finally apprenticed him to a maker of tea-trays, from
whose employ, as every ane knows, he advanced into tho ranko of
acknowledged genius.

‘When young West first began to display skill in drawing, and
learned from the roaming Indians the method of preparing colors, he
was at a loss 1o conceive how. to lay these colors skilfully on. A
neighbor informed him that this was done with brushes formed of
camel’s hair ; there were no camelsin America, and he had recourse
to the cat, from whose back and tail he supplied his wants. The cat
was a favourite, and the altered condition of her fur was imputed to
disease, till the boy’s confession explained the cause, mucli to the
amusement of his father, who rebuked him, not karshly, but as be-
cometh a wise parent, more in affection than in anger. To rebuke
such an act wisely, required on the part of the parenta discrimina-
tion sufficiently clear to discern that mischief-doing had nothing to
do in the affair, It was no small importance that the correction em-
ployed should be adapted to the circumstances of the case. So also
the mother of West, when she was sent to seek her son by the an-
xious inquiries of the schoolmaster in regard to his absence for several
days {rom school, did not, on finding him with his box and paints
laboring secretly in the garret, vent forth her anger in a passionate
way, as though the child were engaged in a * mere foolish piece of
business.

Thus we see the necessity of great discrimination on the part of the
parent in the correction of a child. Children do not always neces-
sarily engage in doing things in a sort of perfunciory maaner, mere-
ly performing them for the sole purpose of getting through, careless
whether they are done well ornot. ~Children need not always neces-
sarily act_out their mancuvres ina roguish manner, merely busy-
ing their brain for the purpose of working out some means to prac-
tice a trick. Chalk does not appear to be used invariably for such
purgoses as raising Ia.u,%hter and performing mischievous acts. Even
at the sight of charcoal, so difficult to tolerate, it is not allowable for
the parenttodisuse discretion, though mischievousness may seem to
make use of this exceedingly smutty substance as one peculiarly
suited to answer its purposes. It is said that our Copley, at some
seven or eight years old, on being observed to absent himself from
the family for several hours at a time, was at length traced to a lone-
1y room, on whose bare walls he had drawn, in charcoal,a group of
martial figures engaged in some nameless adventure. The artistic

tendency in such a case, needs a treatment far different from that
which would attribute it to a love of mere sportive trick-practising.
The manceuvres of a boy should be thoroughly studied as to their real
nature before recourse is had to rod correction. Rashness on the
part of the parent or teacher is never excusable. It should be re-
membered that in the plays and pursuits of the boy the future man is
sometimes seen, and therefore it becomes of no little importance to
know how the amusement and games of children may be improved
for directing their inclinations to employments in which they may
hereafier excel.—Boston Transcript.

NATURAL HISTORY IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS.

There is in the life of every child a time when the thoughts are
fixed on external and visible objects. The artless prattle isall about
some favorite dog, or pet chicken ; something which has been scen
and keard, fondled in the arms, or led by a string.

Every teacher of apublic school has sometimes little gifts of lowers
from the pupils ; common, perhaps, and wilted by too close pressure
of little hands,—but flowers still, and tokens of love. Let them not
be lightly esteemed.

You are now yourself a teacher, can you not recollect some sunny
morning, far back in the past, when with childish delight you gathered
lvliolets?and daisies to grace the desk of the little country school-

ouse

I shall never forget one such morning, when a large bouguet of
buttercups, whichr% had just presented to our teacher, was hastily
thrown out of the window! nor the mortification and grief which
followed the dispo=al of my gift. Do not throw away the flowers, but
on same afternoon when it is best to leave books for a time, select one
for the first simple lesson in Botany.

Tell the children that a little seed was buried in the earth, that the
sun warmed it, and the rain came down to moisten it, till at length,
from one part came forth a stem tending upward ; from another, a
root pressing downward, Tell them that the little fibrils took from
the soil just the nourishment needed:{ the plant ; and the sap as-
cended, and the green leaves appeared to feed ou the air by day, and
drink the dews at night ; and as the plant grew strong, in its own ap-
pointed season it put forth a tiny bud, which swelled and expanded
till it burst into the perfect flower.

Show them the delicate petals, painted by the ¢ Heavenly Artist,”
and tell them how closely they are folded at night, as if the flowers
were going to sleep, like little tired children. .

Almost any one can have at command a small magnifying glass,

and it will be found of greag assistance in exa_nainine the structure of
the more delicate parts. Idren to ask questions

ncourage the chi
about the lesson, and by all means use simple language. Do not
burden the memory, nor jeopardize the vocal organs, by requiring
them to call the buttercap, ¢ Ranunculus Acris,” or the elder,
“ Sambucus Canadensis.” They will easily learn these names after
they become acquainted with the dead languages.

In the same manner, from the stones which lie in the yard, may
be taught the first principles of geology. The pupils will delight to
collect pretty pebbles in their walks, and you will be surprised to see
how many realty beautiful specimens will be brought together.

Sometimes talk about the flies that buzz so impradently around the
children's ears, and walk 8o easily on the ceiling,—thus introducing
entomology.

The variety of subjects for lessons from Nature is endless. Teach
the little ones to be observing,—to find some beauty or utility in all
things ; and thus they will be led to think of the wisdom and bene-
volence of Him who * clothes the lilies and feeds the ravens.” Thus
their young hearts will expand with love for all God’s creatures.

And above all, remember that by every new view of the wisdom
and goodness of the Creator,—by every outflowing of love to His
creatures, is hastened the approach of that time for which all true
hearts long, while they offer the divine petition, * Thy kingdom
come.”— Massuchusetts Teacher.

R ————

Miscellaneons.

A RHYME FOR THE PUPIL.

“Tf the spring put forth no verdure, in summer there will be no
blossom, in autuwn no fruit; so if gouth be trifled away, it will
render manhood contemptible, and old age miserable.”

Golden hopes and sunny prospects
@Gild the morn of human life,

And the stripling deemeth little
Of the after toil and strife.

So it should be; life should open
With full joy and vigour rife.
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But ’tis wise that ¢’en the young ones
Listen to a word of warning;

All your day of storm or sunshine
Much depends upon the morning ;

That’s the time to gather flowers,
For the after life’s adorning.

Have you read of great and good ren,
Toiling, blessing, shining on,

Till €’en round their solemn death bed
Rays of holy light have shone,

As along the western hill tops,
When the glorious sun is gone ¢

Would you tread their honoured footsteps?
Would you bless the world like them,
Living when your race is ended,
Treasured In the hearts of men;
Angels smile on such ambition,
Angel voices say, “ Amen, ”

Now’s the time to put the seed in,
Now's the time to turn the soil,

Now’s the time to nerve the spirit
For the God-like after toil.

He that now lies idly dreaming,
Never will divide the spoil.

Bend the mind while yet 'lis pliant,
Mould the heart while yet 'tis soft ;

Now’s the time to form the future,
Loving much and praying oft.

He that prayeth not full early,
Never soareth far aloft.

‘Would you have your sun set golden,
As your youth is full of joy ¥
Guard your yonng heart, strictly shunning
Passion’s taint and sin's ailoy ;
Gird your loins up, make yourself a
Truthful, loving, active boy.
— English Journal of Education.

RETIREMENT OF SIR A. N. MACNAB FROM PUBLIC LIFE.

With feeling such as must have been experienced by all who are
ahout to be separated from an old and valued friend, we to-day record
the retirement from public life of onec who for upwards of twenty

ears has been the acknowledged leader of the conservative party.
{‘or nearly thirty years Sir Allan MacNab has occupied a most pro-
minent public position in Canada. During all that time he bas gerved
his country faithfully, both in the Council and the field, and now re-
tiresinto private life only because he feels himself incapacitated through
ill health, to perform with justice to his constituents, and satisfaction
to himself, the important duties devolving upon him as a member of
the Legislature. In thus yielding up the trust reposed in him by the
electors of this city, Sir Allan carries with him into his retirement the
respect and good will of all. No man ever enjoyed a larger share of
the confidence of the people of this country than he has done; for,
notwithstanding his thorough party views, aud fearless expression of
them, he has ever shared the respect of the majority of those from
whom he conscientiously differed in opinion.

It may not be out of place here, to give a brief retrospect of Sir
Allan’'s life.

Sir Allan Napier MacNab, Bart., of Dundurn, was born at Niagara,
in 1798, and is of Scottish extraction. His grandfather, Major Robert
MacNab, of the 42nd Regiment, or Black Watch, was Royal Forester
in Scotland, and resided on a small property called Dundurn, at the
head of Loch Hearn. His father entered the army in Her Majesty’s
718t Regiment, and was subsequently promoted to a Dragoon Regi-
ment: he was attached to the staff of General Simcoe during the Revo-
lutionary War; after its close, he accompanied General Simcoe to this
country. He married the youngest daughter of Captain William
Napier, Commissioner of the Port of Quebec. When the Americans
attacked Toronto, Sir Allan, then a boy at school, was one of a pumn-
ber of boys selected as able to carry a musket ; and afier the authori-
ties surrendered the city, he retreated with the army to Kingston,
when, through the instrumentality of Sir Roger Sheaf, a friend of his
father's, he was rated as a midshipman on board of Sir James Yeo’s
ship, and accompanied the expedition to Sackett’s Harbor, Genesee
and other places on the American side of the Lake. Finding promo-
tion rather slow, he left the Navy and joined the 100th Regiment un-
der Col. Murray, and was with them when they re-occupied the Nia-
gara frontier. He crossed with the advanced guard at the storming
and taking of Fort Niagara. For his conduct in this affair he was
honored with an Ensigncy in the 49th Regiment. 1le was with Gen-
eral Lyall at Fort Erie, and crossed the river with him when Black

Rock and Buffalo were burned in retaliation for the destruction of
Niagara, a few months previous. After the termination of this
campaign, Sir Allan joined his regiment in Montreal, and shortly after
marched with them to the attack of Plattsburg. On the morning of
the attack, he had the honor of commanding the advanced guard at
the Sarane Bridge. At the reduction of the army in 1816 or 1817,
he was placed on half pay. He then commenced the study of the
law, and during this time was employed as copying clerk and clerk of
the Journals in the Legislative Assembly, and when the Parliament
of Upper Canada was extinguished by the act of Union, Sir Allan
was Speaker. He was subsequently elected Speaker of the united
Legislatures. He was called to the Bar in 1825, and commenced the
practice of his profession in Hamilton, where he was for many years
a wost successful practitioner, having all the most important business
in the District. He was then appointed Queen's Counsel, the first
appointnent of the kind in Upper Canada. He was first elected to
Parliament in 1829, we believe, along with the Hon. John Wilsan, for
the County of Wentworth, and after serving in three Parliaments, was
returned for the town of Hamilton, in opposition to Mr. Harrison, the
Government nominee, He has been opposed successively since then,
by Messrs. Tiffany, Freeman and Buchanan.

Sir Allan’s zeal and efficiency as a Militia officer during the troubles
of 1837-8 are fresh in the mecwmories of all. He did not wait for the
insurrection to reach Hamiilton, but went with the *Men of Gore”
first to Toronto, afterwards to the West, and then to the Frontier,
during which time he commanded the Militia. His time and means
were liberally given in defence of his country; the speedy termina~
tion of the troubles in Upper Canada was due to his activity and
zeal. His services were duly appreciated, not only in his native coun-
try, but by Her Majesty’s Government. He received the thanks of
Her Majesty, of Lord Seaton, the two Parliaments of Canada (he be-
ing Speaker of the Lower llouse) and also received the thanks of the
Legislatures of the Sister Provinces.

Sir Allan MacNab, though always consistent, proved himself to be
more liberal than many of his opponents gave him credit for. [t is
known to all our readers bow ably he battled for the retention of *"1e
Clergy Reserves: yet, finding that the country was averse to the con-
tinuance of the Reserves, he gracefully yielded to the wishes of the
people, and finally effected a settlement of the vexed question. He
has been in the House of Assembly for nine successive Par.iaments,
and was never absent from his place for a week except during the last
two sessions, when iliness confined him to his house. But now, when
he finds himself unable to discharge his duties ax heretofore, contrary
to the generally expressed wishes of his old friends, he has resigned
the trust reposed in him by the electors of this city. Having been
born and brought up in Canada, and entering pubhi life while but a
very young man, he has been identified with every public improve~
went for the last 40 years. He became Prime Minister in 1854, and,
during his administration, the Clergy Reserves question was sct at
rest ; the Reciprocity Act was passed ; the Seigniorial Tenure difficul-
ties were adjusted ; and the Militia Act was, we believe, Sir Allan’s
last measure, the admirable results of which are now generally admit-
ted. Sir Allan was knighted in 1838, and was created a Baronet on
his retirement from the office of Premier in 1856. }ad he exerted
himself as zealously for his own interests as he has for those of the
public, there is no doubt that Sir Allan would be one of the wealthiest
men in the Province. As we have already said, he carries with him
into his retirement the hearty good will and esteem of his many friends;
and while they cannot but regret to lose him as their representative
in Parliament, they feel that he has taken the only course which a
sense of duty to his constituents as well as to himself, scemed to point
out. Their only consolation is in the hope of finding a competent
successor to Sir Allan, to fill the void his retirement has caused

—

Fiierary aud Scientific Intelligence.
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-——— “Tag CaxapA Dirkcrory for 18567-58 : containing names of profes-
sional and business men, and of the principal inhabitants in the cities,
towns and villages throughout the Province;  alphabetical directories of
banks, benevolent and religious societies, clergy of all denominations, erown
land agents, custom houses and officers of customs, governmental depart-
ments and employees, militia, newspapers and periodicals, ports of entry,
registrars, post office department, post offices and postmasters, wi;h
statements of imports and exports, provineial debt, revenue, expenditure,
revenue from canals, trade, population, school acts, tariffs of customs, &e.,
and railway and steamboat routes throughout Canada, pp. 1544.”

This is, without exception, the most important and valuable book of the
kind which has ever issued from the Canadian press.. Though simply
styled a « Directory,” it is in truth a most valuable hand book, or guide to
the Proviuce of Cunada, in its physieal, social, educational, municipal and
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governmental aspects and relations. Its abstracts of important Acts of
Parliament, and general statistics, render it invaluable as a book of
reference. As justly observed in the preface, “it is a Directory for the
man of business and a Guide Book for the man of pleasure, an Index for
the immigrant and an Instruetor for the settler, a Gazetteer for the student
and an Army-List for the militia officer, while for the statesman and others
connected with official life it is a Statistical Chrouicle of the progress of
the country in all departments of enterprise.” Although comprehensive as
is the title page, yet it fails to give a complete analysis of the contents of
this mammoth volume. A summary is therefore given on our last page.
The work is accompanied by an original and valuable map of Canada, pre-
pared by T. O. Keefer, Esq. and Sir Wm. Logan. The labor of compiling
8o vast an amount of valuable information has been almost incredible, but
Mr. Lovell has spared neither pains, trouble nor expense in its acconplish-
ment. He unites in himself the energy and promptness of the thorough
man of business with the ability nod intelligence of the enterprising and
successful head of an extensive establishment, which, by his industry and
application he has brought to a very high state of efficiency. The striking
example which he has given us of theze ndmirable business qualities, in the
preparation of this large and beautifully printed volume deserves the most
cordial and liberal co-operation of the Canadian publie.

—— R UNtoN aT Mg. Loveil’s oN THE FINAL PUBLICATION OF THE
Direcrory.—On ~aturday evening lass, Mr. John Lovell guve a supper at
bis resideuce, Beauver Hall, 1o the principal individuals engaged in getting
up his Canadian Directory. The supper was on the most liberal and
princely scale. It was, indeed, a treat of no ordinary character; and to
notice the kind sympathy and respect between the employer and employed
exhibited on the occasion was exccedingly gratifying. During the evening
many toasts were given and responded to in & muanuner that evinced the
superior intelligence of the prufession. Among the toasts were—Mr.
Lovell, and success to the Canadian Directory; Mrs. Lovell, and her Fire-
side; the British Army in India: the Queen, &e. The health of Mr.
Donald McDonald, as the senior printer in Montreal, was proposed, with
a few prefatory remarks, and expressing the hope that he might live as long
as Lord Lyndoch (93). Mr. McDonald replied in a few appropriate
remarks ; and shortly after eleven o'clock the meeting broke up.— Montreal
Herald.

~—— A PorraBLe Ossgrvarony.—The London Zimes, in giving an
account of the inspection by General Sir Joho Burgoyne and Major-
General Sir J. F. Love, at Chatham, of several companies of Royal
Engineers, about to proceed to India, says :—Sir John Burgoyne and Sir
F. Love also inspected an invention in the shape of a portable observatory
for the use of troops when on the line of march. The invention, we be-
lieve, is that of Captain Noble, R.E., and is constructed entirely with the
scaling ladders used by the Royanl Engineers. The obeervatory was
erected near the slope of the glacis at Fort Amherst, and rose to a height
of about 50 feet, instruments for taking observations being placed on the
top, so a8 to enable a spectator to reconnoitre the movements of troops at
a great distance. One o :these observatories can be erected by about 20
troops in half an hour, and when completed will accommodate as many
as balf a dozen persons on the summit.

~——— INAUGURATION OF MooRE'S STATUE.—On the 14th ult., the statue of
Ireland’s bard, Thomas Mocre, wae inaugurated by Lord Charlemont, the
friend of the poet, in the presence of the Lord Licutenant, Lord Talbot de
Malahide, Lord William Fitzgerald, Lord George Hill, the Lord Chancel-
lor, the Lord Justice of Appeal, Baron Greene, Sir Philip Crampton, Sir
Jdward M‘Donnel, Sir William R. Hamilton, the High Sheriff, Sir Bernard
Burke, and a host of Irishmen famous in the literary, scientific and mer-
cantile world. The atatue, which is of bronze, and nine feet in height, is
from a model by a nativnal sculptor, Christopher Moore, and stands upon
a pedestal of Irish gravite 18 feet high. It is placed under the shadow of
the grey walls of the poet's “ Aima Mater," and in front of Ireland’s
ancient House of Legislation. At the close of Lord Charlemont’s address
the statue was unveiled. The Lord Lieutenant next delivered an eloguent
speech on the subject of the day.

—— Prorsssor Acassiz.—Professor Agassiz, of Harvard University,
bas been offered by the Emperor Napoleon the professorship of paleon-
tology at the Museum of Nutural History in Paris, made vacant by the
death of M. d’'Orbigny. The following is the letter from the French
Minister of Public Instruction, dated “Paris, August 19th, 1857.—
Sir,—A chair of paleontology is vacant in the Museum of Natural

History of Paris, by the death of M. d'Orbigny. You are French; you
have enriched your native country with eminent works and laborious
researches; you are a Corresponding Member of the Institute. The
Emperor would be happy to restore to France a distinguished man of
science, a renowned professor. I offer you, in his name, the vacant chairs,
Your country will deem herself happy in recovering one of her children,
tbe most devoted of science. Be pleased to accept, Sir, the assurance of
my sentiments of high esteem.” “RouLanp.”

“ M. Agassiz, Member of the Institute of France, Professor of Sciences,

Boston, United States of America.”

The following is a copy of the Professor’s reply :—“ To His Excellency
the Minister of Publie Instruction and Religion, at Paris:

“ M. le Ministre,—After having passed the greater part of my life at a
distance from the great centres of science, I should never have expected
to receive the distinguished honor you have done me, by offering me, in
the name of the Emperor, the chair of paleontology, at the Museum of
Natural History, in Paris,

“The whole world considers the Jardin des Plantes as the most important
establishment in existence for the natural sciences; I have, therefore, felt
the liveliest joy in reading your letter, and in receiving, by your offer, the
procf so precious to me that I am not forgotten in Europe. Unfortunately
your proposition finds me unable to accept it, for I could not sever abruptly
the tics which for a number of years I have been nccustomed to consider
as binding me for the remainder of my days to the United States.

“Moreover, I caunot suppose that the instruction which was entrusted to
M d'Orbigny could be interrupted for a sufficient length of time to permit
me to finish certaiu embryological labors, which I have undertaken with a
view of comparison with the fossils of the epochs anterior to our own, and
which would lose all their interest if they should be left incomplete. I
find myself, therefore, under the painful necessity of refusing a position
which in every circumstance I shall always regard as the most brilliant to
which a naturalist can aspire.

It may appear to you strange that I should allow a few ovules and
embryos to weigh in the balance which is to decide for the remainder of
my life; but, doubtless, it is to this absolute devotion to the study of
nature that I am indebted for the confidence of which you have just given
me a mark, as signal as it is unexpected; and it is because I would con-
tinue to merit this confidence for the future that I have taken the liberty of
entering into these details. Allow me, also, to correct an error which has
been circulated in reference to myself. I am not French. Although of
French origin, my family has been Swiss for centuries, and I myself
although expatriated for more than ten years, have not ceased to be Swiss.

“I beg your Excellency to receive, with the reiterated nssurance of my
lively regrets at my inability 1o accept the chair that you offer me, the
assurance of my high consideration. “ Louis Acassiz,

“ Professor in the University of Camtridge, United States of America,

“Cambridge, Sept. 25, 1857.

e e e
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CANADA.
UmversitY or ToroNTo.— At the recent examinations in this Uni-
versity the following gentlemen passed the final examination of LL.B.

1. Thomas Hodgins, B.A. (with honors).

2. James McCaughey.

The following gentlemen matricnlated in the faculties named :

Law.—T. G. Matheson, B.A., A. Cattunach. B.A,, F. McKelcan, J. Livings
ton, R. W. Adarus, J. Dewar, T. H. Spencer, J. W. Hancock, J. McFadyan,
W Kerr, 8. Cochrane, S. H. Ghent, J. W. Bowlby, W. I Stanton, @. K.
Mulligan, T. McNaughton, R. L. Benson, G. C. Shaw, W. D. McIutosh, A.
Howell, G. L. Papps, W. H. Foster, J. J. Curran, J. V. Ham, A. P.
McNaughton, V. Cronyn, D, Blair.

Medicine—Pollock, Elliott, Ogden, Eckhardt.

Arts.—A. Andrew, G. W. Buckland, A. Dick, J. Foster, O. McFadyen
T. Muir, D. Ormiston, C. Warren.

This examination makes the number of students matriculated for this
year 62—the largest nunber yet matriculated during one year.

UniversiTy CoLLeak CoNvooaTION took place recently in the hall of
University College, to witness the annual distribution of prizes for the past
year. At one end of the hall a dais bad been erected, upon which were
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. seated Dr. McCaul, the President, and on either side of him the Professors
of the College. Before them were several tables, loaded with handsomely
bound volumes, which were presented to the successful students, to whom,
as the name of each was called out, a few words of congratulation were
addressed by their respective Professora. The following is a copy of the
official programme of the proceedings : —

1. ADMISSION OF UNDERGRADUATES.

G. Green, 8rd year; E. Graham, W. McWilliam, T. McGuire, L O.
Ogden, 2nd year ; G. Irving, W. Stewart, D. B. McCool, 1s¢ year; Rev.
G. R. Nortgrave, J. G. Ridout, A. E. Miller, J. Thom, A. McCallum, R.
McGee, J. Brodie, G. W. Buckland, A. Dick, A. Grant, G. Grant, A. Hector,
8. Lount, C. McFaydea, J. McLear, T. Muir, D. Ormiston, J. B. Ross, J.
Turnbull, C. Warren, Matriculation.

II. RECITATION OF PRIZE COMPOSITIONS.

1. Lamix Avcarcs, by W, H, C. Kerr, 2nd year; Subject—“ Non omnis
moriar.

2. Frenca Essay, by R. Sullivan, 2nd year; Subject—* The Normans
in Italy.”

After the distribution of the prizes, the learned Principal delivered the
address, which will be found on page 180.— Colonist,

—— Kxox’s CoLLEGE, Toronto, was opened 14th Oct., by the Rev. Dr.
Willis, Priucipal of the College. Dr. Frederick Mouod, of Paris, was pre-
sent, and a great many friends interested in the success of the Institution.
The proceedings were highly interesting.

—— Diviziry Havt oF THE Uniten PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH was re-opened
lately in Gould-street Church. The Rev. Mr. Porteus, Moderator of the
Synod, took the chair. There wus a large gathering of the clergy. among
whom were present the Rev. Dr. Taylor, of Montreal, the Rev. Dr. Jennings,
Dr. Dick, Dr. Ferrier, Rev. Messrs. Gibson, Skinner, O:miston, and King.
The meeting was opeped with a suitable prayer by the Rev, Dr. Ferrier,
and was followed by the Chairman, who made a very interesting address,
The Rev. Professor Taylor then delivered the regular opening lecture in an
exceedingly able manner, giving an epitome of the course of study lying
before the students, and showing, in a very forcible way, the necessity for
a Christian and educated Ministry. He was followed by the Rev. Mr,
Ormiston, who pointed out the necessity of independent thought, of reli-
ance upon Divioe assistance, and of perseverance in study. The meeting
was well nttended, and gave great satisfaction. The number of students

is greater this year than bas ever been attained before. A prayer offered
by the Rev. Mr. Skinner closed the proceedings,

Tue Exickp NeGrors IN CaNADA.—SrarisTics or EpuoaTtion,
Toroxto.—The publie schools of Canadaare open alike to all, without dis-
tinetion of colour. The negroes, as a general rule, are anxious for educa-
tion, and many indeed attach more value to school education than perhaps
it deserves. About one-half of all the oolored children of Toronto attend
the public schools. Of the remaiuder, nany attend private schools. We
saw several coloured children at the Model Sehool, which is attached tothe
Normal School at Toronto The teachers informed me that they found
them equally docile and intelligent with the whites. Some allowance had
to be made for their conduct on account of the avnoyance and teasing they
suffered from the white children.—Cor of the New York Zribune.
University of MoGiiL Corikae, MonreeaL.—We are happy to
learn that in the present session, the University of McGill College is begin-
ning to realige in enlarged public patronage the results of its active and
eulightened efforts in bebalf of improved education. The mudel schools
attached to the McGill Normal School, were filled with pupils on theday of
opening, aud a large number were unable to obtain admixsion, the accom-
modation afforded by the school being limited to 230 pupils. In the Nor-
mal School there are 62 teachers in training, and we are informed that they
are of a high grade in education and abiiity, avd that most of them promise
to be excellent teachers. The High School Department numbers 242
pupils, a large incrense over the last sessiun, and is giving even greater
satisfaction to parents than in former years. The Faculty of Arts has
raised its number of regular students to 30. 1In the Medical and Law Fa-
culties, which opened last week, the classes are scarcely fully organised,
but will probably reach to 100 students in both. In all about 650 pupils
and students of various grades, will, during the present session, be receiving
iostruction from this institution, in addition to occasivnal students who may
attend particular courses or popular lectures.

We are glad to learn that the University is coustantly adding to its
library, museumn and apparatus. An electrical apparatus of the largest
size has been procured and will be used in the lectures of this session.

The important collection of insects formed by Mr. Couper, of Toronto
has been acquired for the museum, where it will form a worthy companion
to those of Dr. Holmes in Mineralogy and Botany, and to the varied col-
lection in other departments of natural history, constantly increased under
the care of the Principal. The collections of Dr. Holmes and Mr. Couper
being of some historical interest in relation to natural seience in Canada, it
is intended to keep them distinet from other parts of the cabinet, under the
uames of their respective collectors.— Witness.

Tar New PubrLio Scuoon or Garr, placed on an elevated site,
overlooking the town, is the great architectural ornament to Galt. It is a
splendid edifice, and gives a telling testimony of the interest here taken in
the education of the rising generation. We are altogether behind our
neighbours in this matter, but we may yet emulate their example.— Guelph
Herald.

———— P ——

BRITISH AND FOREIGN-

Pusric Epvoariox 1N Faanok anp Eneranp.—It is not without surprise
that we read in a pamphlet just published in Paris, on “The Budget of
Public Instruction and of Literary and Scientific Establishments,” by M.
Jourdain, that the Government of England disburses more for publie
education than that of France. Thus, M. Jourdain says, that whilst in
France a sum of 11,150,431fr. only, is allowed for primary instruction, the
Parliament of England grants 10,000,000fr. in addition to the revenues of
scholastic foundations, and of the national and other societies. Taking the
number of pupils, it appears that whilst the French Government pays 1fr.
60c per head, the English Government (excluding of course the revenue
referred to) pays 2fr. 26c. In France, the sum allowed for building,
repairing, and furnishing schools is 1,490,000fr., in England it is 1,837,029fr.
Tn France, for sixty-nine normal schools 1,309,938fr. are spent annually ;
in England, thirty-one such schools, about 999,000fr. For 4 Inspectors-
General and 281 Tnspectors, France pays 723,000fr., including travelling
expenses ; for 12 Inspectors »nd 40 Sub-Inspectors, England pays 766,000fr.
Lastly, to make up the salaries of schoolmasters, France grants 3.483,197fr.
England nearly 5,000,000fr.—Literary Gazette.

ScrooLs oF ArT.—There are 60 schnols of art in the United Kingdom,
receiving aid from the public purse, in payment towards nasters’ salaries,
scholarships, and to pupil teachers. In the year 1855-6, these paymentq,
were thus distributed :—Aid by means of exumples, £4,500; guarantee
fund for salaries, £2,000; salaries to masters, £12,000; prizes, £2,400;
travelling expenses, £2,000; Normal Lay School, Ireland, £500 ; iuspection,
£2,100; total, £25,000. The head school at Marlborough House cost last
year, £1.920 for salaries; £3,7731 for training masters; and £145 for
guarantee, In 1851, in the schools of design were 8,296 students, costing
the State an avernge, per student, of £3 2s. 4d. In 1852, being the com-
mencement of the schools of art, 5,608 students cost £2 8s. 2d. euch; in
1858, 17,200 students cost £1 4s. 4d. each; in 1854, 22,154 students cost
£1 3s. 4d. each; and in 1855, 31,455 students cost 16s. 24d. ench.

—— A Beneractor 10 EpucarioN.—M. Jean-Dnniel Hannart, proprie-

tor at Colmar, whu died on the 11th July last, has left a sum of 460,000f.
for acts of charity and public utility. He has bequcathed to the town of
Colmar, 100,000f., of which 50,000f. ave to be employed in the reconstruc-
tion of Protestaut schools; 50,000f. in that of Catholic schools; and
300,000f. to the consistory of the church of the Confession of Aug-burg, at
Colinar, to be devoted to the eopstitution of a dotation, the annual revenues
of whieh are to be employed in supplying the wants of that church, and in
works of piety. M. Hau:art, in his will says:--“ A great man has said
that he to whom God has given fortune ought not to quit this world with-
vut leaving some trace of his passage through it.”
“1'opUuLAR Epucamios 1N IiEL.ND.—At a recent meeting of tho
British Association in Dublin, Mr. James W. Kavanagh, Head Inspector of
National Schools, read a *sketch of rise, progress, und present prospects of
popular educstion in Ireland.’

* The Rev. Mr. Marshall next addressed the section, warmly ndvocating
the cause of unit d secular education, and separate religious instruction,
but stated that iu the population, as taken by the censusof 1851, there wus
a diminution of 1,623.739, leaving the total population at the period tu be
6,550,385 ; and of these there were persons over five years of age wio
could neither read nor write 2,763, 283, of thuse who could read only
1,208,046, and of those who could read and write 1,938,685, It would al-0
appear that, while the totally ignorant had diminished by 1,000,000, of
those who could read and write there was also a diminution of 236,802, or
within 2 comparatively swall number of the total diminution of the popu.
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lation. But still this great fact remained to be accounted for, why at this
period of their country’s history so largea per centage of ignorance was to
be found among them. The bulk of those figures could not be questioned,
and then, if all parties were inquiring how it happened that with all the
means available for educational purposes—and it was no exaggeration to
sy at least £800,000 a year was epent in education—yet one-half of the
entire population of those over five years of age were in the most utter
ignorance, and unable even to read. Mr. Marshall urged upon the section
the necessity that there was for inquiry, and enrnestly desired that the
calm consideration of the subject migh lead those acquainted with educa-
tional matters to provide a remedy for the evil, wkich struck at the foun-
dation of, and was opposed to, all social progress and improvement.

« Colonel Beamish observed that the section must feel greatly indebted
to Mr. Kavanagh for the very valuable and iuteresting manner in which he
had brought forward the statistics relative to education. He trusted these
figures and statements generally would materially assiet in removing much
of the ignorance aud prejudice which existed on the subject. It was clear
that no system of education could succeed in Ireland unless it was made
satisfactory to the religious feelings of the great mass of the people.

« Mr, Pare, in the course of some observations, stated that the number
of children receiving education in the various countries of Europe, as com-
pared with the population, were—In France and Holland, one in eight; in
Prussia and some parts of Germany, one in six; in Switzerland, one in
five; and in Glasgow, one in fourteen.

«His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant here arose amid loud applause.
and eaid, * I do not intend to take up the time of this meeting with any
observations on the subject now under discussion; but I wish merely to
mention one fact—that the first time I ever saw the writer of the paper to
which we have just listened, was as an humble school lad in one of the
country schools of Treland’

“ Lord Monteagle said he had listencd with much satisfaction to the very
excellent report which had been read with respect to the proportion of the
children taught in these schools to the population of the country. Heknew
that there was great difficulty in securiug their attendance after they had
arrived at au age in which they were at all capable of employwent, or
could be of any use to their fparents.at home. The withdrawal of children
from the schools was, therefore, owing to the causes operating in Eugland,
as well as in this country; for wherever there was a demand for labour
they would find that children who could do any work would be taken from
the schools, in those districts of the country which were agricultural; and
where schools existed in which were added agricultural to intellectual

teaching, they found the pupils were allowed to remain longer, uutil they
grew up and became vigorous plans. This was an agricultural country,
and it was necessary that agriculture should be taught in the uatiunal
schools, in order to convince the masses that the instruction which their
children were receiving applied to their occupation in after life, and would
fit them for it. He considered, therefore, that the agricultural schools
which the Commissivners of National Education had established in many
districts were a great benefit to the country. In his (Lord Monteagle’s)
own neighbourhood they had a most excellent agricultural school, around
which there was a eycle of other schools, and he could state that the boys,
after working in the farm for {mrt of the day, returned to their studies for
the remuinder of the time with increased activity, and with their mental
aud physieal powers greatly invigorated.”

Depovimental Wotices.
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To Municipal and School Corporations in Upper Canada.
PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

The Chief Superintendent of Education is prepared to ap-
portion one hundred per cent. upon all sums which shall be
raised from local sources by Municipal Councils and School
Corporations, for the establishment or incerease of Public Libra-
ries in Upper Canada, under the regulations provided according
to law. Remittances must not be in less sums than five dollars.

PRIZES IN SCHOOLS.

The Chief Superintendent will grant one hundred per cent.
upon all sums not less than five dollars transmitted to him by
Municipalities or Boards of School Trustees for the purchase of
books or reward cards for distribution as prizes in Grammar
and Common Schools.

SCHOOL MAPS AND APPARATUS.

The Chief Superintendent willadd 100 per cent. to any sum
or sums, not less than five dollars, transmitted to the Depart-
ment from Grammarand Commoen Schools ; and forward Maps,
Apparatus, Charts, and Diagrams to the valuc of the amouunt
thus augmented, upon receiving a list of the articles required by

the Trustees. In all cases it will be necessary for any person,
acting on behalf of the Trustees, to enclose or present a written
authority to do so, verified by the corporate seal of the Trus-
tees, A selection of articles to be sent can always be made
by the Department, when so desired.

SCHOOL REGISTERS.

8chool Registers are supplied gratuitously, from the Depart-
ment, to Grammar and Common School Trustees in Cities,
Towns, Villages and Townships by the County Clerks—through
the local Snperintendents. Application should therefore be
made direct to the local Superintendents for them, and not to
the Department. The present year’s supply for Common
Schools has been sent to the County Clerks. Those for Gram-

mar Schools have been sent direct to the head Masters of the
Schools.

JUST PUBLISHED, h
TEIE CANADA DIRECTORY
FOR 185%7-58, -
PRICE FIVE DOLLARS.
CONTENTS.
A MAP OF CANADA, specially prepared for the Work, by Tros. U,
4 Krerer, Esq.

A description of over 1,300 Cities, Towus and Villages in Canada, with
the names of the Professional and Business men, and of the principal in-
habitants, alphabetically arranged.

A complete Directory of all the large Towns in the Province—Montreal,
Toronte, Quebee, Hamilton, Kingston, Loudon, Ottawa, Three Rivers, St.
Hyacinthe, &e. )

A complete Postal Directory with alphabetical lists of the Post Offices
and Postinasters, and full information as to Rates of Postage for Letters,
Periodicals, &e., and the Money Order Systemn.

An Alphabetical List of the Clergy of all Denominations throughout
the Province as well as separate lists of the Clergy composingthe different
denominations.

An Alphabetical List of the Banks of Canada with their Officers, Capital,
Discount Days, &e.

An Alphabetical List of all the Newspapers and Periodicals published
in Canada, their terms, periods of issue, publishers’ names, &e.

The Tariffs of Canada, the Lower Provinces, Great Diitain, and the
United States.

A TABLE of RAILWAY and STEAMBOAT ROUTES throughout
Canada.

The Officers of Cnatoms, Tmparte and Fyparta of Canadu., and of the
several Ports.

The Revenne, Expenditure, and Publie Debt of the Province.

The Judges and Legal Officers, Terms and Sittings of the Courts, their
Jurisdiction, &e.

The Militia of Canada, Active Force and Sedeutary Battalions,

The Present Estiraated Population of Canada, with Extracts from the
last Census as to Population, Religion, &e.

The Crown Lands of Canada, with lists of Agents.

A Governmental Directory with an Alphabetical List of the Govern-
ment Officers, information as to the different Departments, &c,

Regnlations as to obtaining Patents with Lists of Patents granted.

List of Acts of Parliament passed in last Session, and Abstracts of Acts
of Parliament of general public importance.

Articles and Statistics on the Railways and Canals of Canada, Educa-
tion, Emigration, &e.

The Indexes to the Work are carefully prepared and strictly aceurate,
and will enable information on any subject in the book to he readily found.

=F~ The Directory may be obtained at the printing office of Lovell &
Gibson, Yonge Street, Toronto.

JOHN LOVELL, Publisher.
Montreal, December 1, 1837.

77777 ANTED: a SCHOOL TEACHER who has a Second Class Certificate,

for School Section, No. 4, Derby. Apply to JOSHUA TOLTON,
Secretary. Kilsyth Post Office, Derby, Oct. 10, 1857,

SCHOOL FURNITURE.
ACQUES & HAY continue to make School Desks and Cbairs of the
most approved patterns, and can execute orders promptly and at mod-

erate prices. Samples may be seen at the Educational Depository,
Turonto, March 3, 1857.
ADVERTISEMENTS inserted in the Journal of Kducation tor one
penny per word, which may be remitted in postay« stamps, or otherwise,
TERMS: For asiuglecopy of the Journal of Education, 58. per annum;
back vols. neatly stitched, supplied on the same terms. All subscriptions to
commence with the January number, and payment in advance must in all
aases accompany the order. Single numbers, 74d. each.
g3 All communications to be addressed to Mr. J. GEorge Honarns,
Fducation Office, Toronto.

ToroNTO: Printed by LOVELL & GIBSON, corner of Yonge and Melinda Strects.




