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IIle sedet, czﬂ:aramque fenet, pretzumque vehemh
Canlat, et asquoreae curmine mulcet aquas. OvID.

Then on the dolphin’s back his lyre he strmgs,
And grateful thus his watery passage puys,

T'he waves sabside, and wmoothen as he sings,
And winds are hush*d whilst listening to hia lays.

On the day dedicated to St. Cecilia the patro-
ness of harmony not a whisper must be-breathed
in denial of its divine influence, or in derogation
of the ‘ars musica® so much extolled

“ By snmt, by savage, aud by sage’; - ' -

nd, smothering my heretical opinions.‘on that
%ub‘)ect, I fulfill the promise made at the close of
my last: number, smce

. € MysiC HATH CHABMS.”
. Sure music hath o powerful charm - L
T'o quell the tamults of the breast, " -
."The sting of angnish to disarm, o
And lull the labourmg soul to rest.

Ita soothing strains, in healing streams, .

' " Pour balnr into the wounded heart,

) . - Which, sweetly: loat in pleasing dresmB, .
Forgets the “ound that caused the smurt

;,'.l‘be plaintive chord awakens Eoft e
.- The.dormant feelings of the sonl, . *

' _And gently bends the stubborn will- -

To bow to its divine ‘eontrou].

See an obscura coruer on the last page of this numbcr for an nnec
¢t illustrative of this expression. )

.
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It smooths the wrinkied-brow of care,
Tt bids compassion kindly move,

It Yreathes enchantment through the air,
- And gilds 1 tho wmged shafts of love.,®

ERIEUS,
Port ’I'albot, U. C ]
Of eulogles in praise of music, ancient fable
and modern enthasiasm are full. The scholarin |
forms us of the walls of Troy built by the sound§
of Apollo’s lyre, according to Ovid. ;

Ilion aspicies, firmataque turribus altis _
Blania, dpollinee structu canore yre. -

* T'roy you shall eee, and walls divine ndmu-c,
- Biiilt by ihe music of Apollo s lyre.”’

. -So too, as Horace tells us, Amphlon erecte |
_~ ihe walls of Thebes :

iIDictits et Amphion;- T'hehamt condutor urbna’-. .
Saza movere sono Yestupinis, et prece blanda,
Ducere quo vellet,

& Amphion too, as story goes, could eal}: -
Obedient siones to make the Theban wall.

He led.them as he.pleased : the rocks obey’d,
And danced in order to the {0nes he play ’d."‘

And t,he ‘strains of Anon, as my motto e\pr'
ses, even calmed the raging ocean. The harpd
Orpheus, tamed the brutes, and-made the fore§
to follow' himi 3 heuce Congreve, in the opeu
scene of his Mourmng Bride, makes Almeria si§

¢ Music lmth charms 1o sooth the savage beast,
To soften roeks, nnd bend the kuotled oak,” "

~ But these hyperbohcal feats were éven ecif
sed, if we may believe oriental tradmon, by
Tousine, a wonderful musi¢ian in the time of
emperor Acbir, who sung ‘one of hxs mn-ht-: aif
* With the t‘reedom “ofa l'nendly cencor, whu.h I am sure Erieu
allow, he will perceive that Lwo stanzas are suppressed, which L4

" dhink worthy of the rest, especially that wherc wnusie is descnhedﬂ
viog a * silent sway.”




171

or melodies appropriated to the night, at mid-
day, when ‘the powers of his music proved to be
such, that it instantly became night, and the
darkness extended in a circle round the palace,
as far as the sonnd of his voice could be heard.*

But to revert to the day we are celebrating.
Cecilia was a . native of Rome, and is’ stated to
have very early made a vow of chastity, but that
her parents nevertheless compelled her to mariy
a young nobleman named Valerian, a heathen,
who, on going to bed on the wedding-night, as,
we are told, ¢ was the custom in those days,”’ was
informed by his bride that he muist withdraw from
her bed.chamber, as she was every night visited
by an angel from Heaven, - who -would otherwise
destroy him. Surprised and greatly affected by
this intelligence, Valerian intreated to be admit-
ted to an interview with the angel, which Ceci-
lia explained to nim was impossible unless he ab-
jured his Pagan errors and received baptism, ad-
ding such ¢ sweet and convincing arguments,” as

* There were probabiy no deaf perrons within the magic circle above
deseribed,  This 1ale may go along with that of the celebrated organist.
Abt Vogler's imitating a thunderstorm so well that all the milk  for
miles round turned sour, The New-York Evening Pnst speaking of
- the wonder{ul effect produced by the vacul powers of Phillips the singer
wha lately performed in that city, says, * We do pot recollect ever to
lave scen an arghestra so much completely lost in delight or astonish-
ment, as to forget the use of thoir instruments, which was the cose last
night, till at length Phillips was obliged to step up and awanken their
fenses by waving hiv hand as an incantafion?? Another American pa-
per remarks upon this paragraph. - This morvellgus incident reminds
us of a circumstance which took place some years apo in Edinburgh,
and which was brought about by the powers of & celebrated tragic ac--
tress.  Shie personnted Isabella, and the gentlemen musiciags, ** albeit
unused to the melting mood,” blubbered, every soul of them, like hun-
gry children for-their bread snd butter, while the audience, poor souls,
were Jeft-up to their ancles in tears?—DBoston Gaselle. . .

- BMem. Tho' the New-York paragraph and the Boston remark have.
already appeared in a Montreal paper, yet as the Scribbler, will, it is
lioped, become a store-house in future ages to siapply scraps to the re-

. tailers whao will have to beat their brajna for the amusement of Prince
Posterity (and I have as much veneration for his illustrious highness as.
Dean'Swift himeell,) here they are, snug in a note, nt their gervice,
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in the end completely to persuade him of the su-
periority of her religion. . Thus Valerian and his
brother Tibertius, to whom he communicated all
that had passed, were made converts to Chris.
tianity, and shortly after the good husband found
his wife at prayers in her closef, with an angel,
in the shape of a beautiful youth joining in her
devotion. 'The angel assured Valerian that both
his own and his brother’s conversion were accept-
ed, and would soon be sealed with the crown of

artyrdom. Both the brothers were soon after
beheaded, as the angel had encouraged them to
hope, -and Cecilia remaining steadf‘ast in despite
of the efforts made to persuade or intimidate
her into idolatry, was, according to one legend,
thrown into a cauldron of boiling water, and
scalded to death, or, as another reldtes, stifled in
a dry bath, whilst some authors assert that, sur-
viving the latter attempt on her life, she was be-
headed. Her martyrdom took place some time
between the year 180 and: 280 of the Christian
era.

There is at Rome a beautiful chapel dedicated
to St. Cecilia,-whicl it is asserted stands on' the
precise site of the house in which' she received
the .visits of her celestial .admirer.- To her has
been assigned the patronage of melody, from her.
alleged excellence in singing the praises of the,
den;y, to which she, first in the Christian cburch,
united instrumental music; and we are assured
that the angel who was enamoured of her, quitted
ihe mansions of heavenly bliss, overcome by the
fascination of her harmony; and’ that, when she,
was beheaded, he joined in a sweet and melodi-
ous concert with other angels, who conducted her
to the regions of eternal happiness:” To this le-
gend Dryden alludes in- the close of his- admira-
ble ode =
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“ At last.divine Cecilia came,
Inventress of the vocal frame
The sweet enthnsiast from Der sacred store,
Enlarged the former narrow boungs,
And added Jength o solemy souuds,
- " 'With nature’s molher-m( und arts nnknown before.

Let old Timotheus y ield the pnze,
Or both divide the crawins

He raised 2 mortal to' {he skies,
She drew an angel down.” .

It appears to be an assumption in the Cathohc
calendar unauvthorized by the legends, for St. Ce.
cilia to be styled a virgin-martyr. The sole ob-
Jjection to the admxsqxon of her husband to her bed
appears to have -been ‘his’ paganism, and a$ he
complied with the terms prescribed, and became
a convert to Her purer faith, she could not with-
hold from him the implied rewmd and it is more
than probable bestowed uppn him those earthly
joys which form the best prototype of such as his
app"oachmg martyrdom wéuld fully qualif y him
fox in a state of beatitude, -

Thereis a great similarity bc’cween the legend
of St. C(’Cllla, mulatis mzdam/zs ‘and’ qubsntu'rmc-
an angel for the demon; Asmodeus, and the h:s-
tory of. Sara of Ragds, and ‘Tobit, The latter
would forin an-excellent ground-work for'a mo:
dern romance, mterspcrsed with all the ‘machine-
1y of magic, necromancy agd incantation or for
4a wild and wonderous ‘song,* wortliy of the pen
of'a’Southey: It is noteéd in my commonplace«

;

book as one of the &
- % Things unalteraptied yef in prose or verse. -

But Cicely here jogs my arm, with ¢ ah L but
where are the verses on_me ?P—Les vazla ma belle.

‘Cecilia claims the xotxve eong 5 .
‘With mien angelic and cernlean eyes,
- Behold her ueutcd at lier’ golden harp,
.And es'the wires along . ’
Her slender fingers skim, sweet trills. anse,
"Full base’s quivering swell, and dulcet, tenor's sharp,
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Wzlb ﬂmwng hmr ol‘ PbOD lme
Anud graceful atm extended, white and smaqth
As unstain'd velvet, tapering to the hand,
With pleasure ever new,
Her form enchants us, and hnr accents sooth, .
With beanty’s majesty, and music’s magic wand. r

Nor must young Cicely be fargot,
Yon bjithesome majden, frolicking and pay
Nor baxom® Cis, the pride of country bowers,
Ruddy as opening day.
Al bai]l ! whether {o milk aud:.churn your lot, -
QOr tauneful harp io wake, or organ’s pealing powers, '

Dr. Johnson in his life..of Waller, deprecates
the application of poetry ta religious subjects ; in
which he alleges that * poetry loses its lustre and
its power, because it is applied to the decoration
of samething more excellent than: itself';” but this
sentiment would lead to far different consequen-
ces than what he meant, and would equally ex-
clude the pealing organ and melodious harp from
the precinets of the temple, which his attachment

.

- to the hierarchy of the high.church, is a sufficient

guarantee he never mtended to asert. A moda

_ern philosopher, Godwin, who has in more places

than one read his recantation of his early opinions,
jn his life of Chaucer, goes into the opposite ex-
treme and maintgin that, ,,in’ rel:cxon we ¢an pe-
ver have a system, umform, general and nutris
tive of ‘the purest affection and habits, without
1he solemnities of WO.lShlp, the decericies of archi-
tecture, the fragrance .of deh(:xous odaurs, angd

* This word wlm:h now signifies nearly. what is ‘meant by the French
en bon point, was orlgmnlly written bucksome, and denoted ¢ wild and
winton aga ‘buck,” It is'somewhatin this scnse that it appears to have
heen.used in the old forn of mulnm\ ny,. In 1554 theform ig thus prints
€d by J. Weyland. * L take the— tomy wedded wifc, to’ have
and to holde, fro this dny forwarde, -for Letter, for wors, for richer for
poorer, in su:knes\e ‘and in hcle. til dethe.is (lt-pnrte ll‘ holy church it
woll ordeyne, ahd thereto I plight the my-troutlies” . And the woman
repests the same form, with the addition. 8ft(-'r *in gicknesse and in
hele, to be bonere and “bucksoisé in bedite nnd at the'bnrde, till dethe us
departe.’  This form maintained its ground for ‘i 1rly a Lenlu‘_\v, and
was, 1 believe, not altered till thie reign of Charles k. .
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the ﬁ-zcnd{/ alliance of harmonious sounds.”* How
widely men difier on some topics will appear by
reference to’ the laws which were made for the
government of the_ first, settlers at Newhaven in
Connecticut, amongst which will be found. .

... No.ong shall read common prayers, keep
Christmas ;or .set days, "make. mince-pies, dance,
play cards, or pla 1y on any instrument qf MUSIC,
except the drum, trumpel, or jew’s harp.”?

Other:curious ordmances accur likewise i in the
same ‘code,  viz. :

'« No food or lodging shall be oﬂ'ered toa qua-

. ker or other heretic.

", % No one shall travel, cook victuals, ma.ke beds, :

‘sweep houses, cut hair, or sha\« e, on the sabbath-
da;

, Y‘ No woman shall kiss her chlldren on the
sabbath- day. ’ :

<« No ‘priest ‘shall ablde in-this domlmon he
shall be banished and suffer death on his return,
and’ priests' may be seized,by any one thhout a
warrant, .

C %A man that stnkes hls wife shall pay ‘alfine
of ten pounds’; a‘woman that strikes her husf)ami
shall be pumshed as the' court directs.:’"

. «'No'man shall court a maid'in person or by
Tetter, without first obtaining the consent of her
parents : five pounds penalty for the first’ offence,
ten pounds for the second, and for the third, im.

_prisonment daring. the. pleasure of the Court,

.+ ¢ Married persons must lxe ton'ether or be ims

‘prisoned. L B T

"% Godmn has bere pressed three genses into the service, why not in-
clude the other two,. and déscribe’ them pompuusly ‘a8 the ¢ exquisite’
»hullat:ons of the palate, and the raptirous experience of thit sense
wliich is cmphatmu“y denominated the naked truth.”? Vzde «ncicnt
Sayings, Proverb, TTT7 * Seeing is believing, but feelm« is'the nakel

" teuth?
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% Every male’ shajll haVe 111s Liair cut 1ound dc-

Ii wouxd be an '_a.lmostfendlest?, but neither an

-urnamusing,  nor‘an’ dninstructive; task:to’ collect

all the absurdities ivhich have been’promulgated
in laws’ and ordinantces (confining tie- collection
even to modern and' civilized countties) by ‘men

-whot ﬁgure ‘to"themselves, in: the- prrdea vof their

hearts and the petty’ pomp:cf theirisclittle brief

-authority,”” that-they-are:adequate ito:become le-

gislators. Not a few might be gleaned from:the

.works of those prolific authors (wn;h due reverence

be it apoLen) Messrs. King, . Lor 3 ‘and " Com-
mons, whose joint labours;of late’ years far. excecd

‘those: . of' all other learned bodies or i d1v1duals.

What a task does the’ leglslature impose on, the'
good subjects of the realm:in expecting that’ their
understanding and memory shall Leup pace with

.the enormous growth of the statute-book. !

.whxch I'beg to apologue. .

- % For who can read.sofast as they cam “nte 2” .

. "The length to whlch the celebratton “of St.
Cec1has day has given, rise has’ prevented the

‘continuation in- thxs' number, ‘as was mtended

of the: Letters fro Pu"lo Penang, whlch 50 ina- -
of my ‘sdbscribers- are’ sohc:tous for, and for

M Crzstzmzz s muszcal sclzool *, tlzree tzme.s a ueeL _

f-om 8. Ul 9 d’clock, terms, 20s. per.month-dnd

Izafa syinea entrance. . R

- % ANECVLOTE —-Lnrd Narth going to':shew his. youngest. daughtcr

- the building in Pall mail in which ihe'Sociuty ‘for, anciént ‘music held-.

their meetmg. wasasked by the young lady. what the meaning wasof the -
inscription over the door, - drs Musica, Wl.\y, my dear, that means—-&
that means, bums ﬁddlc, 1o be gare.




