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© CHRIST T FOUNDATION OF 'IIIE
o BELIEVERS IIOPE.

BY REV. HENRY WARE.

. We may say once more, Christ is the only
formdation  of tie believer®s hope. It is from
him aund his gospel, that we learn those truths
concerning the merey and placability of God,
which gave hope of pardon on repentance,
and of tcceptance in our imperfect attempts
to please himi—from . him alone, also, that
we derive suflicient assurance of a futnre
life, and an existence of eternal purity and
peace. - Upon these poiuts the understanding
might speculate, and sometimes plausibly
conjecture 3 but what could it ever know?!
What did it ever kxow in the uninstructed
lands of heuthenisin 2 The whole history of
the world teaches us, that on these points, so
inleresting to, man’s heart, so essential to
man’s happiness, there has been nothing but
superstition, and dim  conjecture, excepl
where the gospel has been revealed. [t is
the message of Jesus Christ, which hastanglt
the grace of Almighty God; which hus pro-
claimed his long suffering and compassion ;
which has encouraged sinners 1o repeunt and
return by invitations of forgiving love ; which
has declared the kind allowance of aur Father
for unavoiduble imperfection, and thos given
courage to human weakness. It is this only,
which proclaimsto a world lying in wicked-
ness, that ¢God hmh not appointed it to
wratli,. but. to obtain salvation through the
Lord Jesus Christy® and ¢ hath sent his Son into
the world not to condemn the world, buat that
the world throneh him might be saved.” Man
—doubting, frail, tempted, fearful-—hears the
voice of love, nnd looks up in the humble as-
surance of faith. - No longer an alien, but a
son, he.seizes the ouwstretched hand: of his
blessed Lord, and goes on his way rejoicing.

There is smother hope which he founds on
the sume rock—the hope of coming tmmorta-
lity.. Once he'was in bonduge throueh the
fearof death. - But now, his Saviour hath
abolished death, and bronght life and immor~
tality to fight. The bitterness of death-is past.
There is hght-within the tomb.  There is a
visible tegion’of glory beyond. it.” " And’ the
child of earth, who once shuddered and was
wretelied in-the. dread of everlusting extine~
tion. is now able 10 smile npon the dricory
pathway to-the arave, and- triumph over the
terpors ‘of corruption. L T

‘What™ ai ‘yestimable privilege - is’ this!
With.his .open” bible; before- him, and the
image-of. his gracions. Saviour in his mind,
how does the conscience-siriken .penitent re-
joice amid his tears,.in. the Lope of offered
pardon.!, . How does the humble and self-
« believer, whostands trembling snd
abaushed iu the presence of infinite purity—
find seomfort in the -encouraging acceuts of
Chyist’s soothing v

x voice, dnd the hupe of ae-
ptance at the throne of graces  How does
the dying offspring of the - dust—to whom ex~.
istenee, and frieudship, and virtue are dear—
rejoice with:holy gratitude in the -hope, that
his existence shall be renewed, and. his de~
sires satisfied, in heaven. . Thanks be t0.God
for this unspeakable gifi——this glorivus hope,
whieh;. in every season -of trial and-every
stormy strait of sorrow and fear, is ‘.an anchor
to-the soul, sure and steadfust.? .

Tt:is not: necessarytogo - further: than this,

-~ 'We perceive that'the fonndationof the Chris-

tinn'chdrch;and vof ‘all true veligion in the
world:; and ofiindividual . faith, khowledge,

. virtue; and-hope. /is: laid-in Jesus. Christ.. Al}

our veligions light, security, and. pence vest
upéri“thisvock: * Other : we:'have s none, and
can’hiive'none.”. Let us have this, and-where
shall we’go ?:whowill teach' us the:words of
eteinal life 2 ‘who “instruet. us.sin ‘the things
whiclispertain 10 oniréverlasting: peace 2 who
guiide us to'the iFather:of Jove; and” open to us
the gate' of heaven 7+ Everyother gnide ‘is
uneeitain; évery other “path’ is- dark.. -Men
have:followed them andvgdone : astrity 3: have
: i1 thieimiaiid ‘stombled s have sougln
rest’in théni;‘andfoiid vioties: There ismong

h Vivai Tlier
among men*wheveby. W

~‘other.commissioned from heaven, but the Son,
¢ 5 y y

tig-noiname. given
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TRUE GLORY.

There is another and a higher company, who
thought little of praise or power, but whose
lives shine before tnen with those good waorks
which traly glorify their authors. There is
Milton, poor and blind, but ¢ bating not a jot of
heart or hope,”—in an age ol ignorance, the
tricud of education,—in an age of servility and
vice, the pure and uncontaminated friend of
freedom,—tuning his harp to those magoificent
melodies which angels might stoop to hear,—
confessing his supreme duties to Humanity in
words of simplicity and power. [ am long
since persuaded,®® was his declaration, < that
to say or do aught worth memory and imitation,
no purpose or respect should sooner move us
than love of God and mankind. There is
Vincent de St. PPaunl, of France, once in cap-
tivity at Algiers. Obtaining, his freedom by a
happy escape, this fusitive slave devoted him-
self with divine success to labors of Christian
benevolence, to the establishment of hospitals,
to visiting those whe were in pivon, to the
spreatt of amity and peace. Unknown, he re-
paired (o the galleysat Marscilles, and, tonched
by the story of a poor convict, personally as-
sumed his heavy chains, that he might be ex-
cused to visithis wife and children.  And when
France was bleeding with war, he appeared in
a different scene. Presenting himseif to her
powerful minister, the Cardinal Richelieu, on
his knees he said,—¢« Give us peace 5 have pity
upon us; give peace {o France.”” There is
Howard, the benelactor of those on whom the
world has placed its brand, whose charity—like
that of the Frenchman, inspired.-by the single
desire of doing zood—-penetrated the gloom of
the -dungton, as with angelic presence. ‘A
person of more ability,® he says, with sweet
simplicity, - < with my . knowledae of facts,
‘would have written: better,” but ‘the “object “of
my ambition was not the Tame of an author.
Heuring the cry of the miscrable, I devoted my
time lo their 7elicf.> And, lastly, there is
Clarksan, who, while yet a pupilof the Uni-
versity, commenced those life-leng labors
against slevery and the slave-trade, which
have embalmed his memory.  Writing an es-
say on the subject as a college  exercise, his
soul warmed: with the task, and, -at a period
when even the horrors of the middle passage
had not excited condemnation, he entered the
lists, the stripliug champlon of the Right. " He
has lelt a record of the moment when his duty
seemed to flash upon him. Ile was on horse-
back, on his way fom Cambridge to London.
¢ Coming in sight of Wade’s Mill, in Heitlord-
shire,” he. says, ¢ 1 sat down disconsoiale on
the turf by the rtodd-side, and held my horse.
Here a !bou'gh! came over my mind, thal, if
the contents of my IFssay were true, il was
time some person should see these calamities to
their end.® Pure and noble impulse 1o a beau-
tiful carveer!

Such are some of the exemplars of True
Glory. Wiltnout rank, office, of the sword,
they accomplished iminortal good.  While on
earth; they labored for their fellow men; and
now, sleeping in deathi,— by theirexample and
their works,~—they continue the same sacred
office. " To all, in whateversphere or econdition
of life, they teach the same commanding les-
sons 'of magnanimous duty. From the heights
of their virtue, they call upon us to cast out the
Tust of power, of office, of wealth, of praise, of
a fleeting popular favor, which “a breath can
make, ‘as a breath has made,”>—to subdue the
‘constant,-ever-present suggestions of self, ‘in-
disregand of * those neighbors, near or remote,
whose happiness should never be absent from
our’ mind,—to check ‘the madness of party,
which ‘soloften, for the'sike of success, re-
noupees” the --very ohjects” of :success—and,
finally,: to introduce ‘into ‘our lives those lofty
sentiments of -Conscience ‘and: Charify whicl
animated:them to sueh! godlike: labors, Nor
should- these  be “mere -holiday' virtues, to-be
marshalled -only on great occasions. :They

-inust become- a part of us, and of our existence,

gver present, in season, and-but of season; in
all-thé amenities of life,—in those daily offices’

.of eonduct and manner which.add 'so- much 1o

its-'charin, ~as also ‘in those:“grander duties,
whose: performance “evinces - an.'encbling seifl
sacrifice. - The first-are ‘asithe flowers, “whosé
odor-is'pleasant; though fleeting—~the latier are
like thie' precidus ointment:fromthe box of alas

‘buster pouerd:upén the head of the: Lord

}

‘l'guished-auth

To the supremacy of these principles let us
all conscerate our best purposes and strength.
In so doing, let us reverse the very poles of
the warshtp of past ages. Men have thus far
bowed down bhelore stocks, stones, insects,
crocodiles, wgolden calves,—-graven images,
often of cunning workmanship, wrought with
Phidian skill, of ivory, of ebony, of marble —
but all folse gods. Let them worship in future
the true God, our Father as he is heaven, and
in the deneficont lahors of his children, on carth.
Then farewell to the Syren song of a worldly
ambition ! Farewell to the vain desire of mere
literary success or oratorical display ! Tare-
well to the dismal, blood-red phantom of mar-
tial renown!  TFame and Glory may then con-
tinue, as in times past, the reflection of public
opinion ; but of an opinion, sure and steadfast,
without change or fickleness, enlightencd by
those two.suns of Christian truth, love to Ged
and love to man. Trom the serene illumination
of these dnties, all the forms of sellishness shall
retreat, like evil spirits at the dawn of day.
Then shall the happiness of the poor and lowly,
and the education of the ignoranthave uncoun-
ted friends. The cause of those who are in
prison shall find fresh voices,—the majesty of
Peace other vindicators,—the sufferings of the
slave new and gushing floods of sympathy.
Then, at last, shall the Brotherhood of Man-
kind stand confessed,—ever filling the souls of
all with a more generous life,—ever prompting
to deeds of Beneficence,~~conquering the Hea~
then prejudices of couniry, color, and race,—
guiding the judgment of the historian,—anima-
ting the verse of the poet and the elogquence of
the orator,—ennobling human thoughtand con-
duct, and inspiring those good works by which
alone we may attain to the heights of True
Glory.. Good Works ! ' Such even now is the
Heavenly Ladder on’ which angels are ascen-
ding and descending, while . weary Flumanity,
on pillows of stone, stumbers heavily atits feet.
—Sumner’s « Fume and Glory.”?

DR. FRANKLIN ON INTIDELITY.

The following letter of Dr, Franklin, found
in hiswoiks, edited by his grandson, William
Temple Franklin, (London edition, vol. 3, p.
279,) addressed to the authorof an infide]l pub-
lication, submitted to him in manuscript, (prob-
ably Taine;) eclaims the attention of every
member of the community. '

Dxrar Sin—I have read your manuscript
with some attention. By the argument it con-
{ains against a particular Providence, though
you allow a general Providence, you can strike
at the foundations of all religion. ~ For, with-
outl the belief of a Providence, that takes cog-
nizance of, guards; and guides, and may favor
particular pevsons, there isno motive Lo worship
a Deity, to fear its displeasure, or to pray for
its protection. 1 will not enter into any dis-
cussion of your principles, though you seem to
desire it. - At present [ shall only give you my
opinion ; and though your reasonings are subtle,
and may prevail with some readers, you will
not succeed so as to change the general senti-
ments of mankind en that subject; and the con-
sequence of printing this piece will be, a great
deal of odium drawn upon yourself, mischicf to
you, and .no benefit {o-others. He that spits
against the wind, spits in his own face. But
were youto succeed, do you imagine any gooil
will be done by it?  You yourself may find it
easy to lead a virtuous life without the assis-
tance aflorded by religion ; you having a clear
perception of the advantages of virtue and the
disadvantages of vice, and possessing a strength
of -resolution ‘sufficient to enable you {o resist
common temptations.. But think how great a
portion of:mankind consists of ignorant men and
women, and of: inexperienced, inconsiderate
youth.of bothsexes, .who have need of the mo-
tives of religion torestrain them from Vice, sup-
port.their virtue, and retain.them-in: the prac-,
tice of it till ‘it becomes habitual, which is.the
great.point of its security. .And perhaps you
are.indebted: to her - originally, thatis, to:your
religious” education,” for . the- habits  of virtue.
apon which .you now justly - value - yourself.
You might easily display your.excellent talents
of reéasoninig upon a less hazardous subject, and
therebyr obtain a: rank..with ;our:: most : distin~

‘Such . attention

cessary,as among the Hotientots, that a youth,
to be raised into the company of men, -should
prove his manhood by beating his mother, T
would advise you, thercfore, not to attempt un-
chaining the. tiger, but {o burn this piece before
it is scen by any other person, whereby you-
will save yourself a great deal of mortification
fiom the encmies it may raise against you, and
perhaps a good deal of regret and repentance.

[f men are so wicked wilh religion, what
would they be without it ? T intend this lelter
itsell as a proof of tny friendship, and therefore
add no professions to it, but subseribe simply.

Yours, B. FrangLiN,

A GOOD TIEARER.

We hear much said about good preachers,
hut the text above named is worthy of a dis~
course,

1. A good hearer will come to the sane-
tuary 1o hear. [le is hungry and thirsty, and,
wants living bread and drink. Other people
come there for divers other purposes than that
of iearing @ but that is bis errand. Therelore
he will have ears to hear. .

2. And he will come prompily. He is in-
terested, and in earnest, and he feels that he
has something to do with the Alpha as well as
the Omega of divine service; and he cannot
interrapt _other peonle’s hearing by a late
arrival.  You will find the good hearer in his
place.in good time. i

3. And he must hear with much prayer..
He did not {forget that before he left home, but
warmed up his heart into a fit state to receive
the' Word erc the hour of public . worship.
arrived 3 and he’kept” on: keeping - his* heart..
warm, by frequently lifting it up to the 'throne
of grace. " These frequent looks of thé heart
to heaven,” “says ' Leighton; ¢ exccedingly
sweeten aud sanctify our other employments,
and diffuse somewhat of heaven through alr
our actions.” * So the good hearer thinks, and
his own practice eminently sanctifies the em-
playment of hearing the Word, and makes it
profitahle. C

4. The a@ood hearer hears for himself. There
are a plenty of people, who turn all the arrows
of divine truth to the souls of other people, and .
apply the discourse, most carefully and faithe
fully, to the cases of those about them. DBut
the wood hearer veutures to suppose that the '
being addressed by the speaker is himself, and
acts accordingly. . -

5. The good hearer is a doer of what he .
hears,. Soime go  on swimmingly with most
other matters about hearing, til they. come to
this ; but here they feteh up, flearing is one
thing, and a.pretty easy and comfortable thing.
But doing is another thing, and -qnite often, a -
very uncomfortable affuir. People are not..
very fond of putting them together.  But the
good hearer will not suffer them' to be separat- |
ed. . ’

Besides all the good they do to themselues,
gnod hearers accomplish another most impor-
lant object; they make gond preachers. How
it sels a speaker on fire to see licirers wide
awake ; nll eves and cars are drinking in his
words, us if life hung upon them. The sight =
kindles . hiim  wonderfully.” T'he warm blond
shoots rapidly along his veins.. There is a
powerfal stimulus to increased energy and |
zeal. e preaches a huudred fold better for
taving those good hearers, T
. T have heard of ** preachers preaching people ;
to sleep;”” but [ have seen hearers hearing -
preachers to sleep. ~ They heard so, stupidly,
languidly, slecpily, that they put all the fire out ..
there was in the speaker’s heart.. Their in-
difference . disheartened him... How. counld he
preach zealously and fervently when those who "

around:him, or on the verge of it, in all direc--
tions ! L PR
* But it is his business to keep us awnke b

would
animate him. - Why not give it to him?;" [f:
you wish him to:be a good preacher, be a good ;

B, Puritan, ...

ors. ~For among- us it:is. not ne-
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had not gone already to sleep were nodding. .’

his zeal and energy.” . But so it is your.busi~ ,,,
ness to keep him awake by “your felt. and.

manifested .intense interest in his preaching,— - |,
rouse, ,comfort and. .

hearer. ! It:will do more toward thatobject than ...
all the, other things together. which ‘you.can. .-,




T'HE BIBLE

CHRISTIAN.

TIE RELATION OF JTIE INFLUENTIAL
"CLASSES OF SOCIETY TO TIIE
TEMPERANCE REFORM.

‘1t is the duty of the influential classes to
give their countenance and aid to the temper-
ance cause. They owe the performance of
this duty to themselves, For no man, be he of
high or low estate, cen practice or encourage
drinking, however moderately, without being

~in davger of becoming a drunkard. We have
heretolore spoken chiefly of their inflnence up-
on others; but it is too fearfully evident that
they themselves are not exempt from the curse
they so stronely assist in perpetuating. Unto
them is there no special-privilege granted that
they may indulge in temptation and in no
manner be injured thereby. On the contrary,
experience assures us that, in very many in-
" stances, the high and the influential have sip-
-ped too often the social bowl,and sunk to utter
degradation. And why should not this be the
case? FHave not they the same appetites as
- their fellow beings ? are not their opportunities
of indulgence far better ? does not the same
rule of cause and effect govern all men? They
also must find poison and death in the wine~
cup; and life, from intemperance, must be
alike to thema scene of ruined health, wasted
talents, degradation, perhaps insanity, In
sorrowful -eilence their full is concealed by
their friends, bat if the whole truth were known,
the picture of woe would embrace a member
of almost every family. Many 2 son has
caused the agony of a father, who was too well
convinced that he alone was to blame. For,
from the infaney of the boy, he was aceustomed
‘to consider wine-drinking as a necessary ac~
‘complishment ; npon going forth into society,
the intoxicating cup was given him with the
sanction—almost recommendation, of his parent.
From a patural and implanted prejudice, from
a constant leaning wpon and looking up to his
father,-the sen’s mind imperceptibly takes the
tinge of bhis opinions and feelings, and may be
moulded by him in almost any manner; too
Foon, then, does he obey this virtual command
to go forth and be a drunkard—too soon he
needs no teacher in this point of etiquette, and
recorns the efforts of those who would «in him
from his infatuation. And hence arises this
most solemn duty. of giving to their children,
the representatives of themselves, far different
paseports into life—of allowing the light of re-
form to have access to their hearts, ere they
become wholly hardeued and incorrigible.

The influential classes owe the performance
of this duty to seciery..” For, in the first place,
they:have nd right tu injure. their fellow. citi=

.zens by e persisterice in this custom.’ It'would
be useless at this time to go ‘into an arpument
upon the benefits resulting from our social con-
nections, or upon the abstract question as to
how muech of his natural rights were given 'up
by the individual, in order to secure such be-
nefits.  Suffcient to state the traism that upon
his entry into society, or continuance in it,
every individual virtually contracts, in conside-
ration of the protection given to his person and
property, to abstain from injuring the bedy
yolitic, and to give it his support. Such duties
are not and cannot all be laid down in- the
statute-book ; yet, though less specific, they
ure as fully implied and equally binding as po-
sitive Jaws. However much men may neglect
such an obligation, it ever exists, though it
vannot be legally enforced.  Part and parcel of
it is theé'demand of the temperance reform'to
cease’from further injury—to be no longer an
vhstacle to this ‘echeme for the elevation of
eociety. * That her demand is founded upon
truth; no one who has looked into the history
of temperance movements can fail to perceive.
Every one will remember with what 'a full-tide
- of enthusiastic sucegss the Washingtonian prin-
ciples spread.throngh this .country, But upon
4 large majority of those called the influential
classes, these principles did not aet; coldly and
unsympathizingly they held themselves aloof
{rom any participation, Now,in such an effort
as this, nothing causes so much discourage—
- ment as the withdrawal of the countenance of
any portion of the community. ; The temper-
ance movement is’ eszentially one of: mutual
eiicouragement and assistance’; und, like reli-
gion, requires for its promotion the temporary
“forgetfulness of all- social ranks and divisions.
At such a'time, when the étrong electric ‘cur~

.. ~rent of sympathy and endeavour is broken by:

the :secession’ of any: class, the warmth and
zeal of effort iz checked, and coldness and apa-
thy ensue. - The erring ones, however softened:
.- by'contrition and ready to forsake the enslaving
_custom, ' when' they see the number who: hang
[ back, and look with'cold indifference andscorn
" upon the cduse, are discouraged.from continu~
ing their effurts for reform. . 'T'he more hdrden-
ed, who {rom very shame might have yielded,
- are-encouraged by this secession to persist in
‘their ‘evil: couraes.” | Particularly is this the
- caso' when' this‘disconnecting class is: promi-
nent’; for'the "more’ respéciable a ‘man is:in
other respects; the more frequs i
cited'an imple’

drinker, not only:refl " ow
nts many others from’ the performance of

-Again, the influential moderate drinkers
conctantly keep alive in society a custom which
but for them, would in a great measure cease,
and die like many other kindred habits of dark-
er times ; {or we cannot believe that there is
sufficient of fascination in the drinking of the
drugged and dirty concoctions of the bar-room
and groggery, to offer much temptation to the
inexperienced youth, With principles not fully
developed, and & will not firmly established, he
comes forth and mingles in the crowd. At first
view, such scenes of dissipation, accompanied
as they usually are by vulgar exhibitions of the
most repulsive qualities of humanity, shock the
natural feelings, and do not greatly charm the
mind. Butina far more poteut manner the
temptation presents itself. Ie could easily
withstand the mercly animal appetite, but the
custom of society is quoted to him; he looks
into the world of literature, and finds drinking
recommended as the very source of good-fellow-
ship, and the first glass is wreathed for him
with the suiles of the fair, or the almost cqual-
ly powerful gushings forth of friendship and
sociality. Initiated into the vile habit, step by
step he decends the scale, until he beccmes a
constant visitant of the haunts he once abhor-
red, and he falls a victim to the example of the
influential classes. This is no uncommon
case ; it is thus the list of the drunkards is kept
full, and hence we say that no one hasa ripht
to injure society by his evil example or influ~
ence.

A second clause i1 the social engzagement
we have adverted to, is the oblization to sup-
port this movement and give it =id. and influ-
ence, because thus men are doing their part in
wid of sociely. And the greater the benefits
arising from society, the greater arethe con.
sequent obligations. Wealth, fshion, talent,
religion, owe their development (almost their
existence) to this social protection; and hence
their more powerful duties. True, the man of
wealth has obtained it by his own skill and
fortune ; the man of tulent owes his successto
his own mind ; the fashionable world became
¢o from circumstances, perhaps, of'its own cre-
ating. But be it remembered that in a disor-
ganized and anarchical state of association, no
opportunity for such acquisitions would be
offered. Amid the confusions of bad govern.
ment, such sources of influence yield to the
overshadowing power of brute strength, or
military tact. Unlo society, then, are men
under an obligation which they can only dis-
charge by reciproeal endeavours. Andifthey
would long enjoy these privileges, they must
come forward and assist in this temperance re-
form. .. For it is only by the suppression of this
great social - evil, this disorganizing element
which ‘enters into the popular head and arouses
riots and mobs, that any security ‘can be given
to the body politic. * The riots and excitements
attendant upon our elections, and jeopardizing
the purity of the ballot-box, are mainly owing
to intemperance. Men are not naturally fond
of confusion and tumult, and require a stimulus
before their usual good will for each other can
be conquered. And it behoves the influential
classes to look about them, and prevent the too
powerful working of these influences of disor~
ganization. TFair as everything at present
seems, and much as we may praise our conn~
try, it requires the protection of every good
principle to insure its future and permanent se-
curity. In the prosecution of this experiment
of self-government, in the example she affords
tothe world, America calls upon every citizen
to lend his aid in removing from her this fear-.
ful element of destruction. For ours is a go-~
vernment vested in the people, directly depend.
ent upon popular opinion, and it requires that
this opinion be cool and healthy, -if we would
have this delicate affuir of government well
administered. . 1fence we say to all men of
influence, if ye would transmit your privileges
securely to your children, you must not refuse
to aid and assist society in this reform.

-The performance of this duty we owe.to our
God; Thus alone can men fulfil the main ob-
jects of their ereation, and well perform their
part in the great scheme of Omnipotence. This
scheme is ofa two-[old nature,involving, firstly,
the progressive advance of human nature ; and,
secondly, the preparation fora future and higl~
er state of being.’ To do his assigned part in
each, is the privilege and. duty of every man,
From the creatlion up to the present time, step
by step, sometimes checked by the opposing
forces of superstition and ignorance, at times
buried beneath a’ cloud ‘of formal shums and
priesteraft, or sunk in the. sluggish slough of
upathy, painfully and gradually, human civili-
zation has ‘ever moved slowly. onward.  :Thus
must it ever be, but it is in the power. of- each
generation to accelerate or retard ‘itsa-course.
Upon every age :and nation, and upon every
individual member of & nation; is devolved the
duty of helping on the car- of progress. . They
especially who wicld the largest influence:are
called upon for. the -greatest: aid. . The: Scrip-
tural motto, * unto.whom much is-given, from
him much shall be required,” is, in :its deepest
sense, appropriale to'this subject.” And:in no
better way canit be fulfilled, that by assisting
a'scheme which ‘clears'the head, gladdens. the
heart,and warms the feelings of humanity, thus
epening the:universal mind.for the:reception.

and proper appreciation of new and- advanced

traths.  With alt our fancied superiority over
antiquity, very much of improvement is yet
needed, very much of human agony might yet
be spared. Unto us the Past comes with its
vast . experiences and instructions,. and the
Future demands the improvement of them.
Though no command from Heaven may be
stamped upon tablets of stone, yet the reason-
ableness and truth of this obligation to help on
every good word and work, is evident to
every true sonl, and consciousness attests the
authority.  Many of ancient prejudices and
ignorances have vanished before the light of
civilization, still we are bound down-to a habit
as pernicious as the, worst of them. In our
inability to imitate the Past, even in this vice,
we guzzle noxious mixtures, and call them the
wines of inspiration. Away with all talk about
progress, until intemperance shall flee an age
to which she does not lawfully belong! Let
other ages point to their achievements in arts
orinarms: be it the crowniog glory of this
century, that it purged from earth this univer-
sal poison ! This ig just the work {or our age,
a most practical and at the same time sublime
work, worthy its highest eflorts and noblest
endeavors. And nobly can this work be ac-
complished, il the influential classes will but
recognize their obligations and perform them
—will but hearken to the voices of the Past,
‘the Present, and the Future, calling on them
to lead on in the progressive march of hu-
manity.

And immediately connected with this partof
our duty to God, is that of preparation for a
bigher state of being. Were this earth the
theatre of our whole existence, were death the
end of our being, eventhen it would devolve
upon al to aid and assist in every true means
for the attainmeant of present happiness to the
community. Even then, weshould struggle to
oust an cvil, threugh which, sin, agony, and
death are largely increased, and which is the
cause of so many tears. But when the truth
is that this carth is the mere preparation for
an efernity, how do present consid:rations
merge themszelves in this great responsibility
—how do earthly influences seem oniy intend-
ed to produce these results. The brief journey
of three score years and ten would seem far
too short to allow man to fulfit the obligations
due to his God, by assisting his fellow-men in
their efforts, by encouraging their endeavours,

y correcting their failings, in a word, by as-
sisting and being assisted in the preparation for
heaven. But such is not yet the state of so-
ciety. Poor human nature has never yet ar-
rived at such a stage of advance.. But thank
God, men have in this temperance réform, an
opportuiity to assist each other in’a great de-
gree in this'preparation. - By engaging in'this
great work, by cheering this purilier of society,
hy the power of a' good example, much, very
much, may even now be accomplished. Thus
may the men of influence fulfil, in part, their
ubligations to their God, and lend their aid to
the grand scheme of creative providence.—G.
F. Noyes. . :

““BE A BUILDER.”

(From Rev. J. T, Clarke's Charge at the Ordination
of Rev. I\ W. Higginson.)

I charge you again, my brother, to be a
builder. ~You might make more noise, and ac-~
guire more notoriety, by pulling down, but
you will do the most good by building up. He
who criticises does but half the work ; he who
announces the truth does the whole. While
he states the truth he also removes error. Dwell,

‘then, in position rather than negation, for posi-

five truth is the food of the soul. It is some-
times necessary, I know, to weed before we
plant, but wherever you pull out a weed, plant
a flower in its place. ‘The’ pioneer with his
axe is doubtless wanted, but how much more
the husbandman who shall_rlough and sow the
ground, newly opened to ihe light of heaven!
The one is but 2 means, while the other is the
end,—the one is but Lile"prepamtion for the
other. Consider, then, logic as little better
than a necessary evil, but the manifestation of
truth the great blessing. -~ = .
Strive to build up an individual religious life
in all these souls, a.social religious life in this
whole community., To change-a body of
church-goers into church-members, ‘to change
hearers into doers, {o cause those who now come
together and- sit side by side, in these pews, to
come into a real communion of sympathy and
co-operation, to Yead them to work together in
works of benevolence and charity, to seek ‘the
truth " in. company, helping - each other .into
greater breadth and depth of religious insight,
10 inspire them with the spirit- of a true Chris-
tian brotherhood,—would it not be well.for you
1o work here ten, twenty, thirty ‘years, to ac-

model-church here, not a clergy-church, buta
people-church; -a-church of active and not no-

but practisers also £, One ‘who looks'on human
accomplishments, not.ias men, but as' God-and
the :angels” look upon.them, might well be.sa~
tisfied with- this result. of life,-be his ambition
ever so exalied, IR

complish -such a.result as this ?—to build up a,

minal Christians, not professors. only of religion,;

OBJECTIONS TO FAMILY WORSHIP
ANSWERED.

It would be more honest for people frankly
to own that they have no heart for it, and that
this is the real cause of their neglecting it,
and not any valid objections they have against
it; but since they will torture their invention
to discover some pleas to excusc themselves,
we must answer them.

First oljection—~+T have no time, and-my
secular business would suffer by family reli-
gion.”

Were you formed fer this world only, thers
would be some force in the objection ; but
how strange does such an objection sound from
the heir of eternity ! Whatis your time given
to you for 7 Is it not principally that you may
prepare {or eternity'? And have you no time
for the great business of your life? Why do
you not plead, too, that you have no time for
your daily meals?  Is food more necessary for
your bady than religion for yonr seul ? May
you not redeem sufficient time for family wor—
ship from idle conversation, or even from your
sleep? May you not order your family wor-
ship so that yonr domestics may attend upon
it, either before they go to work or when they
come to their meals?

Second oljection—*1 have not ability to

prg.”

id you ever hear a beggar, however ignor-
ant, make this objection? A sense of nig
necessities is an vnfailing fountain of his elo-
quence. Iurther, how strange does this ob—
jection sound from you! What! have you
enjoyed preaching, Bibles, and good books so
long, and yet do not know what to ask of God 7
Again, is neglecting prayer the way to qualify
you to perform it ?

Third objection.—* I am ashamed.”

But is thisshame well grounded ? Are sin-
ners ashamed to serve their Master? A linle
pr:llctice will easily free you from all this diffi-
culty. '

Fourth oljection.—* But, alas, I know not
how to begin it.”

Here, indeed, the difficulty lies; but why
will you not own that you were hitherto mis-
taken, and that you would rather reform than
persist obstinately in the omission of an ovi-
dent duty ?

Fifih objection.—* But my family will not
join in them.”

How do you know ? Have you tried 7. Are
you not master of your own family? Exert
that authority in this which you claim in other
cases. T 5 : :

= Sixth: objection.—
and laughed at.”. : :

Are you -more afraid of 2 laugh or a’jeer
than -the displeasure of God?  Would you
rather please men than Him? Therefore, let
God have an altar in your dwelling, and then
let morning and evening prayers and praises
be presented, till ye are called to worship Him
in His temple above, when your prayers and
praises shall be swallowed up in everlasting
praise.—Samuel Davies.

THE CLIMAX OF BENEVOLENCE ;
" ORy
THE GOLDEN LADDER OF CHARITY.

[From Mationides, after the Talmud.]

There are vight degrees or steps, says Mai-~
monides, in the duty of charity. :

The first and lowest degree is to give,~but
with reluctance or regret., This is the gift of -
the hand, but not of the heart, = =

The second is, to give cheerfully, but not"
proportionately to the distress of the sufferer.

The third is, to give cheerfully and propor-
tionately, but not until we are solicited.

“The fourth is, to'give cheerfully, proportion-
ably, and even unsolicited ; but toput it in the
poor man’s hand—thereby exciting in him the
painful emotion of shame.

The fifth is, to pive charity in such a way
that the distressed may receive the bounty,and-
know their ‘benefactor, without their being
known to him. Such wasthe conduet of some
of our ancestors, who used to tie up money in
the hind-corners of their cloaks, so that the
poor might take it unpereeived.” .~ v -

The sixth, which rises still higher, is to know
the objects of our bounty, but rewain unknown
to them, Such was Li‘;e conduct of those of .
our'ancestors who used to convey their charita- -
ble gifts inta poor people’s dwellings; taking |
care that their own persons and names. should:
remain unkoown, ... . . .

The seventh is etill more meritorious, name-’

-

‘kButj‘»I shall 'lv)e‘ ridigulcﬂ :

ly, to bestow - charity.. in such a way that the . ‘

benefactor may nat know  the telieved objects, .
nor -they the name of, their benefaclors; as

was:done by our charitable forefathers during ..
the existence of the Temple. ' Torthero was..:
in that holy building a place called the Cham-,
ber. of: Silence” and.Unostentation, wherein-the
good deposited secratly ‘whatever their, gener—
ous hearts suggested, and from which the;most .
respectable poor families were maintainéd with:
equal secresy. - ooy C o i

.. Lastly, the eighth and.most meritorioua o
all, is to anticipate.charity, by. preventing pov~,

erly ; hamsely, to assist the:reduced: brother,
eitier. by . n " considerable 'gift,. orn’;
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- money, or by teaching him a trade, or by put-
ting him in the way of business, so that he may
earn an honest livelihood ; and not be forced

- to the dreadful alternatnve of holdmg up his

-hand for charity. And to this scripture al~
ludes, when it says, ¢ And if thy brother be
waxen poor and fallen in decay with thee,
then thou shalt support him ; yea, though he be
a stranger and & sojourner ; that he may live
with thee'—Levit. xxv. 85. This is- the
highest step, and the summit of Charity’s
Golden Ladder.
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MONTREAL, JANUARY, 1848,

TUBLIC OPINION IN MONTREAL.

In the recenily contesled )clection for this
cit, one of the four gentlemen who presented
themselves as candidates, was a mmemberof the
Unitarian denomination, This was Mr, Benj.
Holmes. Ilis fellow candidate on the Reform
interest was Mr. LaFontaine, a lawyer and
politician of some note in the Province, and
connected with the Roman Catholic Church,

We notice the religious opinions of these
gentlemen because the allempt was made by
«certain parties to influence the minds of some

of the electors by sectarian considerations. One
individval—a member, as we have been in-
formed, of the Wesleyan body, and a relative
of one of the Conservative candidates—was so
inconsiderate as to stigmatize Mr. Holmes by
the opprobrious name of Infidel, and to make an
appeal to one of the Baptist Clergymen of the
city, and ask him how he could, as a Christian
Minister, support the pretensions ¢f such a
man. The Rev. Dr. Davies, the clergyman
thus addressed, resisted the blind and ill-judg-
ed appeal, and expressed his opinion of the
jmpropriety -of dragging religious opinion in
such a manner into the arena of politicalstrife.
He also, with a degree of candour and inde-
pendence which does him credit, informed Mr.
Holmes of the improper influence thus attempt-
ed to be exercised against him. When public
~reference was made to the transaction,an apo-
logy was drawn from the parly who original-
1y used the improper and offensive expression.
"This apolagy appears in the public printsin the
form of a letter io Dr. Davies. The writer
expresses his regret at having used such lan~
gnage ; and he should, therefore, as we think,
be freely forgiven.

‘We notice the circumstance as anindication
of the state of public opinion in this community.
There is, we know, much vulgar bigotry and
narfow sectarianism around wus; but it is
cqually evident that there isalso a sound vein
of public opinion with regard to religious rights,
to which it gives us pleasure to make reference.
‘We call public opinion sound in this matter
when every individual, be his religious con-
victions what they may, is generously protected
in his exercise of them from any insult, op-
probrium, niisrépresentation, or violation of
-soeial or civil privileges. We only repeat a
truism when we say that a man’s religious
-opinions should be leit helween himself and his
Creator. . It is obyicusly an affair in which
each individual has ihe strongest personal in-
tereést at stake, Noman can have any conceiv-
vable motive for remaining in dangerous error.
Every  motive should.lead him fo avoid
it. It can only be the. blindest and the most
‘nnreﬂcctm" bigotry, therefore, which ean lead
one man to abuse and vilify another on ac-
count of. religious opinion. In the late con-
test we do not believe that the bulk of Mr.
.[Iolmes’ opponents sympathised at all with
such_feehn"a and expressions. - Certainly no
portion of the press which we have seen has

"_done 's0. - To wh-ttevel extent vulgar secla-
rian mﬂuence was e\erclsed, it was rather
in.a covert. and undothand way. Evenin
the ‘case now before- the public, the writer of
the’ apolorry' to Dr. Davxes, Teferring ‘to ' that
nemleman’s honest and stiai shtforward course,
in commumammw thh M. Holmes, alludes
to.it.as. an % unhandsome use’ » which he
m'lde ‘of - Ins exp\essmns‘ thus intimating
clear'ly lhat he conmdeled his very 1mproper
qppenl andr yery o bjectionable - language.
ghould have been kop t and permmed o work

their results, entirely ¢ under therose,” Now
we are of those who profess at least to admire
uniformity and consistency in the character of
a Christian. And in the imperfection of our
Christian faith we consider that a man should
neither do nor say any thing in private which
he would be ashamed of in public. We cer-
tainly think that to apply opprobrious epithets
concerning @ man in his absence, which would
cause shame or fear to the speaker when made
Ienown in his presence, is not exactly charac~
teristic of a Christian. Our confessed hetero-
doxy, however, may have betrayed us inlo er-
ror in this respect, and we may be wrong in
our conception of the Christian ideal.

- We have no intention—not the slightest—of
entering on a defence of Mr. Holmes’s Chris~
tianity against the attacks of any ill-informed
or inconsiderate persons who may exhibit their
weakness and rashness by charging him with
infidelity. ¥e can afford to overlook such
attacks, and so can we, and all Unitarians.
~—Wp¢ have too much personal respect for
Br. Holmes to make any public remarks on
his personal religion.  For the sake of
our friends at a distance, however, who may
read this column and feel some interest in the
matter, we may state that the gentleman who
was thus charged gives a constant respect lo
the services and ordinances of Christian wor-
ship: Thai heisa Unitarian—a believer in one
God in one Person: That he claims the name
of Christian as a heliever in Jesus Christ as
the Son of Ged. llow far he would lay claim
to the character of Christian we could not un~
dertake {o assert, In this respect he would
prabably say what we should say if the question
were proposed concerning ourselves—that we
felt that we came far short of the pure and
exalted ideal of Christian perfection.

Having been led in this way to make refer-
ence to the late election for this city, we may
as well put on record our satisfaction at the
successful retun of Messrs. LaFontaine and
Holmes. And if we are asked why? we
shall state the reason very briefly. To us the
long vexed Universily question possesses great
interest. During the past year we saw that
magnificent endowment for the education of
the people of Canada placed in jeopardy. A
scheme was openly promulgated, and exten-
sively supported by the inferested parties, {o.
parcel it out lo four influential seets, and in
this way defraud all others. So daring an act
of injustice and public plunder has rarely been
attempted. In Messrs. Holmes and LaFon-
taine we sce the conservators of this great pub-
lic property, mén who will do their utmost to
have it fithfully applied to its original pur-
pose—the education of the people of Canada,
entirely - irrespective of seclarian partialities
and considerations. And here we add our
hope that the Reform pariy will lose no time
in bringing this most imporiant question to a
crisis. We do trust that they will not leave
it in the power of any future politicians to offer
a glittering bait of £1500 a~year to any body
of ambitious or grasping religionists. Besides
ruining all present prospect of a great national
university, it would tend materially to unsettle
the religious equalily at present existing in
Canada. And o do this, as every reasonavle
man knows, would be to inflict a lasting in-
jury on the country.

PEWS IN THE UNITARIAN CIIURCH.

From some expressions which we have
heard, we find that an impression is abroad
that it is difficult to obtain pews or sittings in
the Unitarian Church. On enquiry, we find
that this is not the case; and we think it of
some importance that the mistake should be
rectified. 'Wheén the church was opened,
about tivo ‘years and a half since, the com-
mittee of management resolved ot to let
any pews on the gallery until the lower part
of the building was fully occupied. - At pre-
sem, we beheve ﬂmt all the pews below are
lentcd, either wholly or in part. For persons
requiring a limited number of. sittings, there
18 ample accomodation ; and for those who
should ‘réquire entiro pews, satisfactory ar-
mngemeuts could be immediately made.—
We balxeve we, only smte the almple tmth

when we say that the most generous feeling
prevails among those who now hold pews.
In many cases there ave holders of pews
whose families are not sufliciently large to
occupy them fully ; and several of these, we
know, have placed their extra room at the
disposal of the committee. Indeed, we
have heard more than one of these parties
declare that they did not consider their an-
nual payment of pew rent in the light of an
absolute purchase, for the time bcmg, of so
many square feet of the floor’s suiface, but
rather simply as a contribution to the support
of the Gospel as presented by liberal Christi-
anity, and that they shounld be gratified to sce
other and kindred worshippers occupying
their spare pew-room. This isa proper feel-
ing, and, we may add, the only proper feel-
ing. TFor our own part, we could never very
clearly sce the use of doors on pews at all;
certain it is they should never be fast bolted,
or closed against a siranger; and as for hav-
ing them locked, as in some churches, we
regard it as entirely out of harmony with the
spirit of Cluistianity. In the house of Chris-
tian worship, if any where, the largest hospi-
tality should be exercised. Not even the
appearance or shadow of exclusiveness
should be seen there. Flumility, generosity,
and love, are the cardinal Christian graces;
and if we are to look for their manifestation
any where, we should certainly find it in the
House of God, and among the congregation
of His worshippers.

For the greater convenience of those whe
may require pews or sittings in the Moutreal
Unitavian Church, we are instructed to say
that a plan of the pews may be seen at the
office of Mr. Benjamin Workman, Druggist,
St. Paul street, corner of Custom House
Square, to whum application may, at any’
time, be made.

—_——————— .

Lecrures v tie Uxrrarian Cuurcn.—
The course of lecturcs on topics connected
with social and moral reform, as already an-
nounced and noticed in this paper, is still in
progress of delivery, in the Unitarian Church
of this city. On the Sunday evening imme-
diately subsequent to the issue of this sheet,
a discourse will be delivered on Inlemperance.
Service at the usual hour—Seven o’clock.~—
Seats free.

[ N,

TFrom the subjoined advertisement, which
we take from the current sccular papers, it
will appear that some useful improvements
are contemplated in the external appearance
of the Montreal Unitarian Church :—
VE—‘ENDERb will be received by the under-

signed, until NOON of SaTURDAY, the

FIFTII of FEBRUARY, for the LRECTION
and COMPLETION of a

PARSONAGE HOUSE,
to be built adjoining the Uniranisy Cuuncu
~—ALS0,—

For ENCLOSING the CHURCII with a Wall
with Cut Stone Coping, Cut Stone Piers, and Or-
namental Iron Railing, with Gates to the same.

Pluns and Specificatious of the above may be
seen o and after MONDAY, the 17th instant,
at the Offices of

GOODLATTIS R. BROWNE,
WILLIAM KINGSFORD,
" Architects and Surveyors.

1, 8¢ Lawnexce Hivx, ;
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CORRESPONDENCE,

‘We have received a communication from
New Glasgow, containing the following re-
marks on the meaning of the terms “immor-
tal*? and “ immortality,’® as they are used
in the scriptures. A letler accompanied
them, in which the writer requested their in-
sertion in the Bible Christian ; and, as from its
tenor we are led to believe that he is a seri-
ous student of the sacred volume, we will-
ingly make room for them. On the remarks
themselves, we offer no opinion. In his let-
ter he tells us he became a subseriber to the
Bible Clristian because he saw that it advo-
cated the simple Unity of God. " On one ex-
pression contained in his letter, we fcel bound
to offer an observation. He says that if Te-
fused a place for his' remarks, he' will not
take 'our paper any more. From this it is
ewdent that he qux(e mlsapprehends tl\e nas

i

ture of the relation which subsists between
us. It isonly justice to himself, therefore, to
inform him that we donot consider ourselves
under any peculiar obligation by his taking
the paper. The Bible Christian is sustained
at some expense, and with some exertion, by
a few friends of liberal Christianity, who are
highly gratified in being able to furnish the
believers in the simple Unity of God, scat-
tered over this Province, with a periedical
sheet giving expression to their views. Our
subacnpnon list, we are happy to say,, is
gradually inereasing throughout the coumry' H
but we should hopc that none of our sub-
seribers wounld suppose for « moment that the
threat of withdrawing his trifling annuoal
subscription could infleence us in any degree
in the insertion of matter in our columns.
“ morTALITY.

Some speak as il all men were itmmortal ; but
I do not consider this u proper formn of expres-
sion. Let us “ liold fast the form of sound
words,” The word “ immortal” is nowhere
used in the Bible to denote merely eternal exist-
ence. Immortality implies, in addition to that,
an existenco in glory. Those who will never
enter there, have no right to that term. It should
never be applied to the wicked; and, therefore,
we should never speak of the immortal soul, as
such, because not all souls will ever attain to it :
it is merely the portion of the righteons, The
term immortal is used but onece in the Bible, and
is applied to God—%Unto the King eternal, im-
moreal, invisible, the only wise God?” _(1 Tim i.
17). The word *immortality”? is applied four
times :—1. It is applied to Christ—* Qur Lord
Tord Jesus Clrist, who only hath immortality” (1
Tim. vi. 14, 16). 2.1t is mentioned asa blessing,
for which we are to seek.— Scek for glory , and
honor, and immortality ” (Rom.ii. 7). 8. It is
presented as something oflered in the Gospel—
“Hath brought life and immortality to light
throungh the Gospel” (2 Tim. i. 10). 4. It is
applied to the change which the saints  will
undergo at the sounding of the last. trump-—
“This mortal must put on immortality” (1 Chro.
xv. 53, 04). Thesc ure these only passages in’
whick the term “immortal”? or “immortality »
occurs, and - therefore the above are the only’
senses in ‘which it is used, The sum of the
whole is, the term is applied to God, to Christ,
and to the Saints, when made like hlm at his
coming, but never in the sense in which it ob-
tains in the doctrinal ereeds of the present-day.
The Leirs of the Kingdom of Heaven are of two
classes—the dead saints, and the mortal saints ;
and the Gospel discovers “life” for the former,
and “immortality ” for the latter, which they
will actually receive at the appearing and
Kingdom of Jesus Christ,

fratmonrTAL Y~

J. M.

BODKS FOR SAILE,

. BRYSON’S BOOK-STORE.
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HE Entire Works of Winuian ErLeny
Cuansine, D.D., in two volumes. )

The Entive Works of the Rev. Orvirrne
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Measmh, New York, one volume, 8vo. pp.
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THE BIBLE

CHRISTIAN.

CHOWTHESCRIPTURES ARE REGARDED
IR .- BY UNITARIANS,
BY DR, CHANNING.

T. We regard the Scriptures as the record+
of Gud's successive rovelations to mankind,
~and particalarly of the last aud most perflect
revelation of s will by Jeaus Clrist.  What-
ever doctrines seem tu us to be clearly taught
in the Scriptures, we receive without reserve
or exeeptinn, © We do uot, however, atinch
equal importance fo all the hooks in this ol

- lection. -~ Our religion, we believe, lies chiefly
in the New Tastament. * The dispensation of
Moses, compared with that of Jesus, we con-
sider as adapted to the childhood of the human
race,.a preparation for a nobler system, nnd
chiefly usetul now as serving to contirm and

- illustrate. the Christian Scriptures, Jesus
Christ is the only master of Cnristianz, and

“whatever he taught, either during his personal
ministry, or by -his inspired Aposties, we re-
gard as of divine authority, and profess to make
the rules of our lives, )

This authority, which we give to the Serip-

"tnres, is a reason, we ennceive, for studying
them with peculiar care, and for inquiring
anxiously. into the principles of interpretation,
by which their true meaning may be ascer-

_tained.  The principles adopted by the class of
Chrigtians in whose pame I speak, need 10 be
expluined, because they are often misnnder—
stood. We are particularly acceuzed of making
an unwarrantable ase of reason in the inter-
pretation of Scripture.  We ure said to exult
reason above revelation,to preferour own wis-
dowm to God’s.  Loose and undefined charges
of this kind are circulated so freely, that we

" think it due to vurselves, and to’ the eause of
truth, to express our views with some partica-
“larity, :

Our leading principle in interpreting Scrip.
ture is this, that the Bible is a book written for
men, in the [anguage of men, and that jts

“meaning is to be sought in the - same manner
as that of other books. We believe that God,

“when he épeaks to the humau race, conforms,
“if we may so say, to the established rules of
‘speaking and writing., . How else would the

-Sceriptures avail us more, than if communicat.
ced in an unknown tongue 7

Now, all buoks, and nll eoaversation, require
inthe reader or hearer the coustant exercise
of reason ;. for their true impart is only to be

“obtained by continual’ comparison and infer.
cénce. /- Human language, you 'well know, ad-
‘mitsivarious interpretations 3 and every’ word
‘and every sentence must b2 modifisd and ex=
plained uceording to the subject- which is dis
.eussed, according ta the purposes,: feelings,
circumstances,. and principles of the writer,
and according to the genjus and dioms of the
langnage which he uses.  These ure acknow-
ledged principles in the interpretation of uman
-writings ;3 and a man, whese words we should
explain without reference to these pringiples,
-waould reproach us justly with a eriminal wans

.uf eandor,  and an intention of obscuring or
“distorting his meaniug, .

- 'Were the Bible written in a language and
style ot its own, did it consist of word-, wliich
admit but a single sen<e; and of sentences wholly
detdelied from each other, there would be no
Jplace for.the principles .now. lad down. . We
could not reason about ity as about other writ.
ings. But duch a bovk would be of little worth ;
and perhaps, of all buoks, the Seriptures cor-
respond least to tiis description.  The Ward
of Gud bears the stamip of the same hand, which
we seé in his works. It has infinite eonnnx.
Jdons .and dependences.  Bveery proposition is
linked with others, -and is to be compared with
-others ¢ thatits full and precise import may be
understond, Nothing stands alone. The New
Jestament is builton the Old. 'The Cirristinn
“dispénsation Is 2 comtinuation of the Jewish,
the completion of a vast schemd’of providence,
‘requiring ‘grea’ extéot of view in'the reader,
Still more, tiie Bible treats of subjects on which
‘we recéive ideas from pther sources besides
itsell'; such subjects as the nitore, passions,
relations; and duties of man § und it expects us
A0 srestrain: and madity 1ts language by the
known truths which observation aud. experi-
enee furnish onithise topies,” 2 - - 0 0

,-i¥We profess not to know a book which de-

mands more frequent exercise of reason thun

the Bible, In.addition to fhe remarks now
made’ an; its infinite conuexions, we may ob-

1 its siyle nowhere. affects the pre

B
Tts language is singularly’ glowing, ‘bold, and
firnrdtive. demanding more frequent départures
from the literal sense, than “that' of our dwa’
age and country, and consequently demanding
“more continued ‘exerciieof judgment. We
find, ton, that the ditfarent purtions of this
‘hooks; ‘instead: ofr being : confined 1o~ general
-truths, refar perpelailly “to the’ times when
‘they were writlen,'to stite of sogiety; 1o modes
of-thinking, toicontroversies’in the churehyia
feelingsnnd: usages:which thave pass
add without the knowledge of:awhich iwe fure
constantlyiin-dinger of extonding . torall times,
andyplaces,s whiav: asof-temporary-antd Vieal
applicition: - Wevtind, (do; thint: erof
finoksiaré dtronaly minrkéd by-the genids and

character of théinrégpetive wrilers) thatithd |
- Holy Spirit did not so guide the Apsstleans to

‘suspend the pocaliarities or their minds, and

©that a'knowledge of their leelings, and of the

ierice, or the agcuricy of definition, |

sediaway; | -

someof these.

influences under which they are placed, is one
of the preparations for understanding their
writings.  With these views of the Bible, we
teel it our bounden duty to exercise our reason
upon it perpetaally, to compare, to infer, to
louk beyond the letter to the spirit, to seek in
the nature of the subjeer, and the aim of the
writer, his true meaming 3 aud, in general, 1o
make use of what is known, for explaining
what is ditlicult, and for - discovering new
truths. .

Need 1 descend to particulars, to prove that
the Seriptures demand the exercise of reason ?
Tuke, for example, the style in which thev
generally speak of God, and how habitnaby
they apply to him buman pagsions and organs,
Recolleet the decluration of Christ, that he
sune not to send peace, bt a sword 5 that
unlezs we eat bis flesh, and drink his blood, we
have no life in us3 that we must hate father
and mother, and pluck out the right eye; and
a vast number of p issages equally bold and un-
limited. Recollect the unqualified manner in
whicls it is said of Christians, that they pos.
sess all things, know all things, and can do
all things.  Recollect the verbal contradietion
between Paul and Jumes. and the apparent
elashing of some pars of Panl’s writings with
the general doctrines and end of Christinnity.
[ might extend the conmeration indefinitely ;
nnd who does no' see, that we must limit
all thesze passages by the known atiributes of
God, of Jesus Christ, and of human nature, and
by the circumstances under which they were
written, o us to give the langnage a quite dif-
ferent import from what it would require, had
it been applied to diflerent beings, or used in
different connexions,

Enouuh has been said to show in what sense
we make use of reason 1 interpreting Serip-
ture, I'rom a variety ol possible interpreta-
tionz, we select that which accords with the
natore of the snbject and the state of the writ
er, with the connexion of the passawe, with the
general strain of Scripture, with the known
character and will of Gad, and with the obvi-
ons and acknowledged laws of pature.
other wordsz, we believe that Gud never contra-
dicts, in one part of the Scripture, what he
teaches in ancther ; and never contradicls, in
revelation; what he teaches in his works and
providence.  And we therefore distrust every
tnterpretation, which, after deliberiate attention,
seema repugnant to any established truth. We
reason ibout the Bible precisely as civilians do
about the constitation under whien we live ;
who, you know, are acenstomed to limit one

‘provision of that venerable instrument by others,

and to fix the precise import of its purts, by v
quiring iuto-its general spirit, into the inten~
tions of its anthors, and into the prevalent feel
ings, impressions, and eirenmstances of the
tirne when it was framed. Withont these prin-
ciples of interpretation,-we [rankly ackpow-
ledge, that we cannot delend the divine antho-
rity of the Scriptares.  Deny us this lJatitude,
und we must abandon this book to its enemies.

We donatanneunce those principles ns ori-
ginal,or peculiar 1o ourselves.  All Cliristians
oceasionally adopt them, not, excepting those
who most veliemently deery them, when they
happen th menace some favorite article of their
ereed.  All Christians are compelled to use
them in their controversies with infidels, ~All
sects employ them in their warfure with one
another.. All -willingly avail themselves: of
reason, when it cin be pressed into the service
of their own purty, and only ‘complain of it,
when its weapons wound themselves, None
reason more frequently than those from whom
we differ. Tt is ustonishing what a fabric they
rear from a few slight hints-about the:fall of
our first parents ; and how ingenionsly they
extract, from detached. passages, mysterions
ductrines about the divine nature.  We do not
blaune them for. rensoning so abundantly, but
for violating the fundumental roles of reason—
ing, - for sacrificing the plaiu to the obscure, and
the generul strain of Scripture to a scanty
number of jnsulated texts, )

Ve object strongly to the contemptuous man-
ner'in ‘which boman reason isolten spoken of
by eur adversaries, breanse it leads, we be-
lieve, to universal skepticism. It reason be so
dresdlully durkened by the fall, that its most
decisive judginents on religion are .unworthy
of trust, then Christianity, and evem natural
theology, must be abundoned ; Tor the existence
dnd veracity of God, and the divine origmalul

Christianity, are eonclusions of ‘reason, ind

must stand or fall with i1, _{f revelation be at
war with this faculty, it subverts itself, lor the
great question of its truth is left by God to be
decided at the bar of reason. *Itis worthy or
remark, how nearly the bigot and the skeptic
approach, -Both would aunihilate our confi-
deuce in our fuculties, and both throw doubt
and eonfusion over every tinth. “We'ionour
revelation oo highly -to ‘make’ it ‘the antagon-
izt of reison, iir 1o beheve that it:calls us to
‘renounce nur highest-powers. .; .. Sy
We. indead grant,: thut-the use of reuson i
religion.is accompanied with danger, 'But'we
sk any Honest man i luok back vn the hisiory
of the" ¢hirrély“andisny - wiretherthe rennngin-
Hon ofit be:not still.more dangerous. - Besides,
dtzig o, plag facl, that men reasnn as errone-
ously - on all j ",”' on
Wfoes ot know’ the will A il'g
whicll have been {rumed in pliysical and poh-

tical science ? But who ever supposed thut

PRI O] PRI
groutidieds thegrie! ;

we must cense fo exercise reason on oature
and society, because men . have crred for ages
in explainming them 2 We grant that the pa~-
sions continnally, and sometmes farally, dis-
turb the rational faenlty in its inquiries into
revelition, The ambitions contrive to find
doetrines in the Bible, which favour their love
of dominion. The timid aud dejected discover
there a glooiny sysiem, and the mystical and
fanatieal, a visionary theology. The vicions'ean
ind examples or assertions on which to build
the hope of u late repentance, or of nceptance
oun easy terms. The falsely refined contrive
to light on doctrines which have not leen
soiled by valgar bandling. But the passions
do not disteact the reason in religious, any
tnore than in other inguiries, which excite
strong and general interest 5 and this faculty.
ut conseguence, is not to be renounced in re-
religion, unless we are prepared to discard it
universally.  The true inference from e al-
wost endless errors, which have durkened the-
vlogy, ig, not that we are to neglect and dis-
parage our powers, but to exerl them more
patientry, circum=pectly, and uprightly. ‘The
worst errors, aft-r all, having sprung up in
that churceh, which proseribes reason, and de-
mands from its members implicit fuith.  The
most pernicivus doetrimes have been the growth
of tlie darkest ties, when the general credu
lity encouraged bad mwen and enthusiasts to
braach their dreams and invenmtions, and to
atifle the faint remonstrances of reason, by the
menaces of everlasting perdition.  Say what
we may, God has given a rational natore. snd
will calt us to acconnt for it.  We may lot it
sleep, but we do so at our peril. Revelation
iz adilreszed to ns as rational beings, We
may wish, in our ~loth, that God had given us
a system, demanding na labour of enmparing.
limiting, and interring.  Boai such a system
would be at variance with the whole character
of our present existence 5 and it is the part of
wisdom to take revelation as it is given to us.
and to futerpret it by the help of the laculties,
which it everywhere suppses, and on which
it i= founded.

To the views now given, an objection is
eommonly urged Irom the character of Guod.
We are told, that God being infinitely wiser
than men, his discoveries will surpass human
reason.  In a revelation from such a teacher,
we ought to expect propositions, which we
cannot reconcile with one another, and which
nay scem to contradict established truths 5 and
it bocomes us not o question or_explain them
away, but to believe, and wdnre, agd Lo submit
onr weak and eirnal ‘reason  to thé Divine
Word. T this objection, we have two short
answers,  We says. firsty that/it iz impossivle
that a teacher of infimite wisdom should expose
those, whom he woald teach, to intinite error
But if ones we admit that propositions, which
in their literal sense apjear plainly repungnant
1o ane another, or toany known trath, are still
to be literally understood and received, what
po=gible fimit can we =et to the beliel of con-
tradictions 7 What shelter have we {rom the
wildest tanaticizin, which ean always quote
pa<sages, that, in their literal - and obvious
~ey1se, give supporl Lo its extravagances 7 Uow
can the Protestant escape from transubstiantia-
tion, a doctrine most cleirly tanght us, if the
~ubmission of reason, now cnntendv;f for, be
daty 2 How can we even hoid fast-the truth
ol revelation, for if one apparent contradiction
may betrue, so may another, and the proposi-
tan, Uit Chirlstianity is false, though involve
ing inconsistency, way stiil be a verity 2

II. Having thus stated the principles accord-
ing to which we interpret Scripture, I now
proceed 10 the second, great head of this dis-
course, which is, o state, some of the vigws
which'we derive from’ that siiered book, pani:
enlirly’ those which :distinguish us fréin other
Christians. ‘ e

1. Inthe first place, we believe in the doe-
trine of Gad’s parry, or that there is one God,
and one only, ‘To this truth we give infinite
importance, and we feel ourselves bound t
tuke heed, lest any wnon spoil us of-it by vain
pislussphy.  The proposition, thit there is one
Gud, seems to us exceedingly plain. © We
understand by it, thut there is one being,
one mind, one person, one inteiligent.ageat,
and one only, to whom underived und inlinite
perfection and. dominion belong.  We con-
ueive thut these words could liive conveyed
no other meaning to- the. simple:and . nnculti-
vated people, who were set apart to be the de-
positaries of - this great truth, and who were
utterly incapable of undérstinding those™ hair-
breadih distinefions between being and person,
which tlie sagacity of later ages hins diccover-
ed. - We tind no intimation that this langnage.
was to be.taken in an unusual sense, or that
God's nnity was a_qnite different thing form

the oneness of uther intelligent’ beings. © ¢

“We' object - 'to the: doctrine of . the Trinity,
that, wlhilst. acknowledging .in; words, it. sub-.
verls.in effect, the unity, of God., L Ageording Lo
this doctrine, there are. thiree infinite and equul
personsg, possessing ‘shpreme divinity, called
thie Father, Son; dnd - Holy" Gliosi,:- Each. of
these persons, :

il und
onverse
e
‘othiers’

iredemption, each buving his appropriate office,

und neither doing the work. of the other, The

described by thevlogians, has.

Mhey.portorm-diferent parts in.man’s’

Father sends the Son, aund is not himself sent ;

nor is he conscinus, like the Son, of taking
flesh, . Here, then, we lave three imelligent
ngents, passessed of ditfirent consciousnesses,
ditferent wills, and ditlerent perceptions,: per-
torming ditferent ncts; and sustaining different
relations; and if these things do not imply and
constituie three minds or beings, we are utterly
at a loss to know how three minds. or: beings
areto be formed.: {t is ditference of properties,
and acts, nnd consciousness, which lends us to
the belief of difterent intellizent beings, and, if
this mark fails us, our whole knowledye falls;
and we have no proof, thatall the agents and
persons in the universe ure, not one and the
same mind.  When we attempt to couceive of
three Gods, we can do nothing more than
represent 1o ourselves three agents; dis-
tinguished from each other by similur marks
and pecnlinritics to those which separate the
persons of the ‘Trinity; and when common
Christians hear these persons . spoken of as
conversing with each other, loving each other,
and performing different ucts, how can they
nelp regarding thom as different beings, d.ffer-
ent miuds ? : o :

We do, theo, with all earnestuess, though
without reproaching our brethren, prul&;h
auainst the irrational and unscriptural dogtrine
ot the Trinity. “To us,” as to the Apostle
and the primitive Christians, * there is one
Gud, even the Pather.” Wit Jesus, we
worship the Father, as the only living and true
Grd.  We are astonizhed, that uu)?mnn cun
read the New Testament, and avoid the con—
viction, that the Father alone i God. We
hiear our Saviour cantinually approprintine this
character to the Father.  We find the Father
couthuually distinguished {rom Jesus by thig
tile.  “.Guod sent his Son.”  * God annointed
Jesus”  Now, hine singnlur a. d inexpl.eable
is this phrascology, which its the New Testa—
mnent, i this title belong egually to Jesux, and
it d principal objeet of this book is to reveal to
h‘un s Gud, as partaking equally with the
Fatber in suprewe divaiity ! We challenve
anr opponents to addace one passage in the
New Pestament, where the word of God means
three persous, where itis rol limited (o one
person, and where, unless tirned froi its usy.
:111 sense by the connexion, it dves not mean the
Father. C_un stronger proof be given, that the
ductrtne of ilree persons in the Godhead is
uot u fundamental doetrine 'of Christianity ?

) ’;‘his doctrine, were ittrue, must, from its
ditficulty, singularity, and  importance,. have
been lud down with great clenriness, guarded
~.\‘|th grent care, and stated . with all possible
precision.. But where does. this statement up=
pear 2 Prom the tndny passuges whicl; ticat
of G, we u=k for oune, oue only, in which 'we
are Lold, that he s a threetold being; or that
he is three persuns, or that he is F:Luer, Sau,
and Lioly Gho. - On the contrary, in the New
Testament, where, at least, we might expect
Wiy ‘express asseriions ol this nature, God s
declared to be one, without tie Jeast sitempl to
prevent the accejtain of the words in their
cominon sense 5 aud he is always spoken of
andaddressed in the singular number, that is
in language which was untversally understood
o imtend u single person, and fo, which o
other idva eould bave been witaened, without yn
express admoiiitjon, . 8o entirely do the Serip.
wires: abelain” from stating e 1rigiry, thit
when Jour opponents wauld insert: it into ‘their
ereeds and doxologies, they are ‘compelled to
leave the-Bible, and to invent forms . of words
altogether unsiictioued by . Scriptaral phra-
seology. That i doctrine$o stranee, 'so liable
to migipprehension,. so - Mndamental: as this js
aaid to be, and, requiring snch - carefaf expusi-
livnn,__sllvl()l.l‘hl,,l)u,l‘elL_:'n.un_xdeﬁm'd apd unprotec.—
ied, to " be made opL by inference, and to . be
hunted through distant atid détacied pirts of
Seriptare, thisis a ditliculty, which, we think,
uo ingeonuvity can expliin, s -

We have another difficulty. Chiristianity, it
must he remembered, was planted and wrew p.
amidst shurp-sighted ene:mes, who vvi: Jooked
no -objectionabie purt of the system, and who
must have fustened ‘with great enrnesiness ona’
doctripe involvidg sneh apparent contradictions.
s e T'rinity. . We canuul conceive un opin-
ion; ‘agaiust which the Jews, who prided them-
selves on an’adberence’to God's' unity, would
have raised o equal clamor. *Now, liow linp-
peus ity that in the apostolic writings,” wuich -
relute so mach to objections ag.iust Cliris-
vanity, and in the. controversies which urew
outof this religion, not vne “ord ié;'s;:id;n"ixrii"
plylag that otijections were brought aguinst the
Gospel from Uie doctring of the 71‘°rinil_y,}nol.()ne-;
word ig uttered in its defence and explanation,;,

take ? * This arguimient hos almiostthe force'of

;| demanstrutioi, "We' ute ‘pefsuatled) that* had'

three. divine’ persons: been  ainounced :by:the
first: preachers. of Christianity, all equal,, and;,
all intinite; one of whom was the.véry Jam
wlio had fately digd-on'a eross; this peculiurily
of Cliristiunity“Wwould: hive -alinost’ bisorbid
everyiotiier, and the:great:lnbor -of sthe 2 A pos=
tles wouid: haye been.to.repel.the continual, as-
snal it would have “awakened.  But
hie y that: Kot a” whisp objec

from-theinposiolic:age. . In'thé Bpistles:webent,

Mot a-trace of controversy calied forth by the
Trinity. o o :

uot & word (o tescie. it from reproaci and mis- 4

Cliristinnity, ‘on'tidt accounty. reédchesonr edig!h -




