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No, 1.

EMBLEMS OF DEITY.

< The Sun i3 a fine emblem of Deity.
The heavens are his tabernacle ; earth
and sea the regions over which he reigns,
rejoicing in his light, and vivifying in the
warmth of his influence.  'When lie with-
draws, creation -mourns and droops ;
when he rises, the flowers expand, the
air is vocal with the songs of his wel-
coming, and man beholds, delights in.
and joins in the thousand sights and
'sounds of gratulation, :
The mountain typifies Deity. There
is no city, though vainly called eternal,
whose duration is like that of the ever-
lasting hills. - The dust at its base is that
of crumbled and forgotten walls and
palaces, Their inhabitants had passed
more rapidly. into nen-existence and ob-
livion. It is seen afar, and the traveller
on the plain, and the mariner on the
wave, guides by it his distant course.
The gradations of its uscent are marked
with the productions of eartl’s varied
climates, as if there in representative
homage from their several regions. It
looks down on clouds and lightnings. To
the rude plains around, it is as the
mighty bulwark of their protection ; and
it flings over them its gentle, softening,
beautifying shade; as if in promise of its
shelter and its blessing. Or, not to notice
other single objects, such an emblem is
tlie ' whole materiabuniverse. Raclisepa-
rate planet seems but a grain of sand to
its unmeasured magunitude. The force
of its movements; were worlds opposed
to it, would crush them to dust, and scat-
ter them like chaff. The complicated
motions of the stars are as the workings
of an omniscient brain,. an universal in-
tellect. They measure ages, but feel
them not, Unchanged by time, they
seem as they had existed from a past
eternity, and had nought to fear from all
the storms of a coming eternity.
But humanity is a nobler emblem yet.
Man sces what.all this means. 1ts per-
.ception’is in liis sight ; its interpretation
isin his soul. 'Were there not the rati-
.onal beings to see and hear, no heavens
could declare the glory of God, nor fir-
mament show. forth his handy work.
Their beauty is felt by him, not by them-
selves, Their laws are investigated by
him, net by themselves, In- knowing
them e is their superior, and a better
image ‘of . God than they ave. That
knowledge: gives . him power, another
feature of the, image in which he was
created. Of the laws which he knows
lie avails himself, ard to that extent be-
comes the master, of the'elements, * The
grant of his sovereignty extends over the
animal creation. He tames their fierce-
.ness, and tasks their strength ; and they

. :minister to his wants, and do his bidding,

and he is as a god.unto them, for ¢ their

-eyes wait upon him, and he giveth them |.

their meat .in due season.” He rises
into a yet . higher:emblem when vested
with’ intellectual, political, moval power.
“When mer: by millions, receive bis com-
mand® ; when he sways bodies, minds

*,and hearts 3 when his words are law and

: destiny——suffering to some, enjoyment to
.others,—life to some, death to others;
when his.presence seems, by Lis influ-

. enee, extended over regions and ages,
i and

he is:to; mankind a blessing ora

“:But: not . the mast highly gifted in
mind,. nor the most despotic in power,
not the most infliential inigoodness, of
il the.sons ‘of .men,. ean. furnish out a
picture . of 'the Deity-like . Christ. . At

which he was the brightness. Look at
his miracles. In raising the dead there
is an indication of divine power which
nature never supplied.  Look at his
knowledge of the human heart and fu-
ture events, That emanated from a
higher wisdom than what designed the
orbits of the planets, or combined the

this is the doctrine into which thousands
upon thonsands of children ase catechis-
ed.  Why will not pareuts aud teachers
lead them, not to Calvin, but to Christ ?
So should they receive a blessing, even
as didlthose ¢hildren which were led to
Lim, potwithstanding that there were

elements of material existence. In the
dignity in which the Galilean peasant
walked the earth, and looked down upon
its rulers, and rebuked its lords, and
raised its slaves, and legislated for hu.
man hearts, and promised cternal life,
and established the kingdow of heaven,
learn the moral grandeur of God. That
unsullied purity on which the keenest
milice and the vilest falsehood could fix
no stain, portrays the Divine holiness,
That untiring patience which no stupid-
ity or perversity could bafile ; that low-
liness which disdained not the child, the
slave, the sinner, the outeast ; that kind
ness to all, which consorted with the
Samaritan, and was gracious to the Gen-
tile ; do they not preach to our immost
hearts of God's forbearance, condeseen-
sion, and impartiality ? That mercy
which so promptly welcomed back . the
erring follower, and so generously pray-
ed even for his murderers, is it not an
impressive lesson on. the fathomless
merey and freeforgivness of our God and
Father?: “And that benevolence  which
prompied him /to: incessant “exertion;
which supparted him through unparal-
leled suffering ; which was alike the
soul of his disconrses, ‘his actions, his
miracles ; which shone through his life
and his death; whose splendors were
around his brow wlen he expired on the
cross, .and when lie sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high; what
is it but a glorious revelation of the
glorious truth, that Godis love ?
———— .
THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE
: FACE OYF CHRIST.
(2 Cor, iv. G.)

Theologians say, that the very infant
comes into the world under the wrath
and curse of the Deity. They never
learned that by obscrving the glory of
God in the face of Christ. No such
withering frown ever sat on his henig-
nant countenance. Think of Christ
wroth witha child ! Think of Christ
cursing a child ! I must read in ‘the
gospel. that he did g0, before I Dbelieve
that God does so, and that the Calvinis-
tic doctrine of original sin is true. In
the strong horror of the human heart at

‘the monstrous combinations of such a

person with such anaction I read the con
demnation of that gloomiest article of a
gloomy ereed ; andif it bea foul calum-
ny on Christ, it must, exalted as e was,
be ayetfouler calumny on God. I would
‘sooner believe the one than the other. T
would sooner imagine Jesus of Nazareth
encountering some fond father and fond-
er mother, in the first freshness of their
parental feclings, as’ they pass beneath
< the gate which is called Beautiful,'—

not wenting, even then, erring disciples
to int{ercept their approach and forbid
thelr loming.  As his blessing was on
them, so is that of his and onr Ged. Ris
doctrine llnstrates his conduet. ¢ Their
angeliy he says, * do always behgld the
fuce of my Father, which is in heaven §
they ave peenliar objects of the providen-
tial care which, by the numbesr, swift-
ness, ind power of those supposed wing-
ed messengers, was so pictorially typi-
fied :lund again, ¢ Sutfer little children,
and fyrbid them not, to come nuto me,
for ofisuch is the kingdom of heaven.’
"Phiologians say that God avenged the
honor of his broken laws, and satisfied

are utterly inconsistent with that charac

thing to do with that eternal lite which
is in the knowledge of the Iather, -the
only God, and Jesus Christ whom he
sent— W, J. Fox. - :

. ——m s

~ MENTAL FREEDOM.

It has pleased the All-wise Disposer
to encompuss us from our birth by difh-
culty and allurement, to place us ina
wm-{d where wrong-doing is.often gain-
ful aud duty rough and perilous, where
many vices oppose the dictates of the
inward monitor. where the body presses
as a weight on the mind, and matter, by
its perpetunl agency on the senses, be-
comes a barrier between us and the
spiritual world. Weare in the midst of
influences which menace the intellect and
heart ; and to be free is to withstand and
conquer these. ;

1 call that mind free, which masters

the clhims of his justice, and made a
needfhl opening for the exercise of his
merey to the repentant sinner, by imput-
ing the sins of maukind. to Christ, and
~isithle their punishment on his head.
Theyfiever Jearned that either, by ob-
servilg the glory of God in the face of
JJesus Christ, - His heart and life neither
.exhilited nor recognized any such moral
‘prineiple as this sort of vindictive justice.
1t wab not thus that he dealt with those
wha %ifanded against’ him.  Nothing
could he so promps, rich, and free; as his
forgriveness, unless that of -God, as he
taught, and we believe it to be exercised

in the parable of the prodigal son.  Had
the principle, ascribed by this faith to
God, heen that of Christ, how would he
have aected, for instance, when. Peter
denied him? Think of the enormous
discrepancy which lis: then adopting it
wouldhave introduced into the gospel.
Suppose him forgiving Peter, notwith-’
stauding these teavs of bitterness, and
that subsequent life of devotion to his
caase, only on condition that John, the
beloved disciple, should, inhis own mind
and body, endure some penalty of heavy
anguish, the outpouring of the vials of
Jesug' wrath for the apostacy ef Peter,
imputed to him ; would this have
strengthened the precept to love Christ 7
Would this bave been a scene for us to
admire aud vencrate 7 Yet if God be
the God of vindictive justice, thus should
his glory have shone in the face of Jesus
Christ. It was a purer light that beam?,
ed from his eye, when in the midst of
diis false asseverations, ¢the Lord turned
and looked upon Peter.” That glance of
affectionzte upbraiding, of reproachful
tenderness, of frank forgivness, shone
into-his heart, as it does still into ours;
¢ that is the true Jight! When the yet
unconverted Paul was rushing on in his
cureer, it is true the glorified appearance
of Jesus struck him to the ecarth., But
it was no blow of vengeance, Though he
had aided in the infliction of death on
Chvistians, there was no demand of
blood for blood, his own or.that of a

less beautiful in the sculptured forms of substitute ; it was the blaze of mercy

marble on which its' gorgeous architec-
tare rested, than in the living human
gronp which werc there, bearing the
babe to the altar to dedicate it to the
God of its fathers,—~and "encountering
‘tliem with'that solemn malediction which
would sink into their souls and corrode
their lives; than I'would imagine the
Otnniscience which witnesses each man’s
birth; life, and death; to be in all earth's
scenes’ of parental anxiousness and fond-
nass over helpless iufancy, the all-perva-

re but beams of that glory of

ding presence of

u ‘almighty carse. ‘Yet

which blinded his- eyes to irradiate his
wmind ; it was the voice.of godlike com-
passion which said, < Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me ?' - And then with
godlike generosity, came his apostolic
commission and his Master’s. promise,
Now, T say, that if we are to sce as this
same Paul tells uz in the text, ¢the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ ;¥ if
the moral character of Jesus bie reilly a
picturing forth to the world of the moral
atiributes.of the Deity, then the common
doctrines.of atonement and satisfaction

BN

the senses, which protects itself against
animal appetites, which contemus plea-
sure and pain in comparison with its own
energy, which penetrates bencath the
body and recoguizes its own reality and
greatness, which pisses hfe,_ notin usl_c-
ing what it shall eat or drlnk,_ but in
hungering, thirsting, and seeking after
righteousness.

the bondage_of matter, which instead of
maling it a prisen-wall, passes’beyond
it to its Author, and finds in the radiant
signatures which it everywhere beara of
the Infinite Spirit, helps to its own spiri-
tual enlargement. , .

1 call that mind free, which jealously
guards its intellectual rights and powers
which ¢alls no man master, which does
not content itself with a passive heredi-
tary faith, which opens itself to light
whencesoever it may come, which re-
¢eives new truth as an angel from hea-
ven, which, whilst consulting others,
inguires still more of the oracle within
itself, and uses instructions from abroad,
not to supersede but to quicken and ex-
ait its own energies. :

I call that mind free, which sets no
bounds to its love, which is not imprison-
¢d in itself, or in a sect, which recogni-
zes in all human beings the image of God
and the rights of hiz children, which
delights in virtue and sympathizes with
suffering whercver they are seén, which
conquers pride, anger, and sloth, and
offers itsclf up a willing victim to the
cause of munkind,

1 call that mind frec, which iz not
passively framed by outward circumstan-
ces, which is not swept away by the tor-
rent of ¢vents, whieh is not the creature
of accidental impulse, but which bends
events to its own improvemunt, and acts
from an inward spring, from immutable
principles, which it has deliberately es-
poused. : .

I call that mind free, which protects
itself against the usurpations of society,
which does not cower to human opinion,
which feels . itself accountable to a higher
tribunal than mcan’s, which respects a
higher law than fashion, which’ respects
itself too inuch to be the slave or tool of
the many or the few. o

I call that mind. free, which, through
confidence in God and in the power of
virtue, s cast off_all fear but.that of
wrong-deing, which no menace og.peril
can enthral, which is calm in -the: midss
of tumults, and possesses itself though
all elso be lost, S

bondsige ‘of habit, whith does ndt’ me-

1

ter and those attributes, and have no-.

I 'call that mind free, which escapes

stopping at the material universe-and’

I call that mind frée, whieli resists thie »
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chanically repeat itself and copy the past,
which does not live on its old virtues,
whieh do es not enslave itself to precise
rules, but which forgets what is behind,
iistens for new and higher monitions of
conscience, and rejoices to pour itself
forthiin fresh and higher exertions.

I call that mind free, which is jealous
of its own freedom, which guards itself
from being merged in others, which
guards its empire over itself as nobler
than the empire of the world,

In fine. I call that mind free, which,
conscions of its affinity with God, and
confiding in his promises by Jesus Christ,
devotes itself faithfully to the unfolding
of all its powers, which passes the
bounds of time and death, which hopes
to advance for ever, and which finds in-
exhaustible power, both fer action and
suffering, in the prospect of immortality.
—Channing.

CONSISTENT ¥ROTESTANTISM.
Conasistent Protestants do not admit that there
‘Is any one universal visible church at all. In
“their view, all true Christiims, of whatever com-
munion, are members of one universal invisible

“chureh ; which consists of the faithful, not only
‘of one age, but of all ages ; and is gathering to
jtself from the many visible churches, whutever
.is devout and holy in each—to assemble st last
in that © all-reconciling world,” where Bossuet
and Liebnitz shall dispute no more, and where
¢ Luther and Zwingle shall be well-agreed,”
¢ Variations,” which Catholics pretend to ex-
clude, but never do, Protestants not only admit
may exist, but contend that they cannot but exist.
Their theory is very simple and intelligible. They
maintain, with Chillingworth, that every man of
.sane mind, who honestly inquires, will arrive at
“sufficient truth to save him ; that if there be any
one who thus honestly inquires, and falls into per-
fectly inveluntary evror, that evror will not con-
demn him ; that, if 2 man has not honestly in-
quired, his error is chargeable upou him in the
degree in which he has, by his own negligence
and wilfuluess, invited it; that these principles
have, in fact, seemed as great an approximation
to unity as the system which, after admitting the
‘maxims which must infallibly issue in spiritual
despotism to attain it, fails to do so, and that, last~
Iy, this is shown by the general harmony of Pro-
testant confessions on points which as much
itranscend ¢ Church principles’ in importasce, as
.they surpass them jn clearness. . . -~ .
Which of these two views of the subject is the
nobler, the worthier—which best harmonizes
‘. with the instincts and exercises of Christian cha-
_rity—which affords the more reasonable hope of
an essential, though not an external union, we
caunot pow stay to enquire.~—Edinburgh Review.

LOWELL FACTORY GIRLS.

As for the noble deeds, it makes one’s heart
glow to stand in these mills, and hear of the do-
mestic bistory of some who are working before
_one’s eyes, unconscious of being observed or of

_being the object of any admiration. If one of the
sons of a New Eugland farmer shows a love for
books and thought, the ambition of an affection-
ate sister is roused, and she thinks of the glory
“and honor to the whole family, and the blessiug
to him, if he could have a college education, She
ponders this till she tells her parents, some day,
of her wish to go to Lowell, and earn the means
of sending her brother to colleges  The desire is
“yet move urgent if the brother has a pious mind,
‘and a wish to ¢nter'the ministry. Many a clergy-
-man in America hus beea prepared for his func-
. tion by the devoted industry of sisters: aml
many &:scholar and professional man dates his
elevation in social rank and usefulness from his
sister’s or even some affectionate aunt’s entrance
upon mill life, for hissuke.  Many girls, perceiv-
ing anxiety in their father’s face, on account aof' the
farm being encumbered, and age coming on with-
out release from the debt, huve gone to Lowell,
.andd worked till the mortgage was paid off, and the
little family property free, Such motives may
well lighten and swecten labor 5 and to such girls
labor is light and sweet.

In the mills the girls have quite the appearance
:af ladies.  They sally forth-in the morning with
.their umbrellas in, threatening sveather. thetr

calushes to keep their hair neat, gowns of print

or gingham, with a perfect fit, worked collars or
* pelerines, and waistbands of 1ibbon. For Sunday
‘and social evenings they have silk gowns, and
-nieat gloves and shoes.  Yet through proper econ-

omy,~—the economy of' educated and thoughtful
. people,—they are able to Iny by for such purpos-
_ea a3 I have mentioned sbove. The deposits in

the Lowell Savings Bank, were, in 1843, up-
_ veards of 114,000 dollars, the number of oper~

atives being 5000, of ‘whom 3800 were women
-and givls,~—F. Martineau. '

.

"“Wortuy or Norz.—It is n curious fuct, that
" the church in Gehevn, (Swiizeriund,) in which
.~ Calyl freached-—~who in the. sixteenth’century
cutsed ‘Servetus, the Unitarian, to be burnt at the
stalie for bis alleged heresies—is now used by a
congregation who weekly listen to tho preaching
of the Unitarian, Cheneriare. ‘

NOTICE.

055 The Unitarian Chudéh Libravy is apeif to
the pablic,  Persons desirous ot obtaining irifore
mation eoncerning the dactrines aud principles of
Uuitarian Christianity, will be supplied "with
suitable tracts or books, by appiying at the church
immediately dfter any of the services.
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OUR SECOND YEAR

With the present sheet commences the
second year of our labours, The BRible
Christian was established a twelve.
month ago, to serve a temporary and
local purpose. It must be remembered
what our ebjects were then stated to be.
In commencing, we said our aim should
be to diffuse information concerning the
distingunishing principles of Unitarian
Christians.  This we proposed to deo
by submitting to the public, from time
to time, specimens of our religious lite-
ratare, practical, doctrinal and contro-
versial.  Much misapprebension pre-
vailed, and still prevails, with regard to
Unitarian views of Christianity-—some
misrepresentation too, both then and
now, To remove the one and baflle the
other, therefore, we proposed that course
as the most effective and peaceable.
We overlooked all that blind, unreason-
ing prejudice which is but tvo common
every where, and appealed to acandid
public for a candid hearing.

There was one grand aim, however,
to which, we said, all our other efforts
should tend, as to their supreme and
ultimate object. That was the promo-
tion of sound practical holiness in the
world,—the enthronement of the spirit
of Christianity in men's hearts, - It is
this, in our opinion, which-is to regene-
rate and save humanity. 'Whaterer be
the alleged defects of the speculative
belief of Unitarians, it is admittedon all
hands, both by friends and oppunents,
that they tolerate no laxity of moral
principle. ¢ Their rules in this respect,”
says Bishop Burnet, ¢ are striet” and
severe, and they seem to be very much
in earnest in pressing the obligations to
a very high degree in virtue.” There
should certainly be no difference, then,
between them and their Trinitarian fel-
low Christians in this respect.” “ We
and the Unitarians are said to differ,”
says Dr. Hey, in his Cambridge divinity
lectures; ¢but about what ? Nog about
morality or natural religion, or the di-
vine anthority of the Christian religion:
we differ only about what we do not
understand, and about what is to be done
on the part of God.”—Thus it is ean-
didly conceded that the points of differ-
ence fairly allow of disputation. Al
admit the high importance of practical
hnliness s—we contend for its supreme
importance. We contend for the su-
preme importance of personal religion,
deeply seated in the heart and insepar-

able from the daily life,—manifesting |’

itself steadily, patiently, and without
ostentation,—unconnected with techni-

cality and cant, undegraded by fanati-

cism, and untarnished by extravagance.

How far our proposed ends have been
served during the past year, we pretend
not to say with precision. We hare
reason to know, however, that some
good has been done. Prejudice has in
many cases been softened, misapprehen-
sions have been removed, and in séveral

instances conviction has been carried to i

the mind. Let us hope that more good
will be done during the year on which
we have just entered. .

“We continue to ask for a candid hear-
ing. We make the demand of a Chris-
tian public, simply reminding them that
candour in all things is & Christian daty.
Yet there may be those who would not
look on our sheet.: We have a sufficient
knowledge of the state of the community
to. be fully aware  that many persons
would not read a line that had:been
written by Unitarian hands. The mere
name of ¢ Unitarian’ fills them with a
vague and morbid dread.. Now, to say
the trath, we are not anxious for any
such particular designation, Affirming,

as we do, that Jesus of Nazareth was
the Christ, the Son of the living God,
and fully acknowledging him to be Head
over all things to the Church,—sub.
mitting to his authority exelusively, in
matters of religious faith and practice,
—believing every thing .he” taught,—
striving to do every thing he conimand-
ed,—we have no desire for any other
designation than the general one of
Christian, which is derived jimmediately
from our glorified Lord and Master
himself. Yet, we have no objection to
be called Unitariuns. The term ¢ Unit-
arian,’ simply denotes a great truth
which we conceive lies at the foundation
of religion, namely, the simple Unity of
God. Now, when ignorance and. preju-
dice combine to put a ban on a term of
this character,—so innocent, so useful,
and, as we maintain, so true,—it would
not beconie us to shrink from the name.
Nor do we, We glory in it. We are
Unitarians, We trust we have read the
New Testament to better advantage
than to shrink before popular prejudice
and ignorance, when a great religious
truth is assailed, or even slighted, di-
rectly or indirectly. These obstacles
encountered the Saviour on every hand,
yet he shruak not, nor did « the glori-
ous company of the Apostles.” The
unbelieving Jew, full of the prejudices
of his age concerning the temporal glory
of the promised Messial, ¢stumbled’ at
the idea of Christ's dying s malefactor’s
death ;—he would not listen to it. The
proud Greek, full of vain philosophy,
curled his lip in scorn, and cried « fool-
ishness!” when he heard that the An-
thor of the new docrines underwent a
slave’s punishment upon the cross. On
account of the supposed shame of the
cross, those persous closed their eyes
and ears to the Gospel message, and put
it under ban. But did Paul yield?
Not a hair’s breadth. The very point
selected by ignoranee and prejudice as
that on which to fasten reproach was
selected by the Apostle as that in which
to glory. We believe that God, the
Almighty Maker of the universe, is un-
divided and {ndivisible : and if the name
of Unitarian,- which derniotes this belief,
is'to be cast out as evil, and ifthose who
assume it are to be made the objects of
popular denunciation, then we should be
inclined to imitate the apostle, and make
the proscribed name, a matter of glory,
We are aware that in this respect we
differ from thousands who entertain a
similar belief with regard to God's sim.
ple unity. Nothing will induce them to
assume any particular denominational
title—they will recognise no name but
that of ¢ Christian.” We blame them not.
We respect the motive which prompts
them to give the weight of their infln.
ence to check the growth of party names
in the Church. We wish there were
fewer of these;—we wish there were
none of them. At the same time, how-
ever, we hope that our friends of the
¢ Christian’ denomination, will appreci-
ate the motive which induces us to adopt
the name of Unitarian, ‘ :
Now, with regard to those who have
a morbid dread of this name, we have
but little to say, We can have very lit-
tle to say to themselves, for if an angel
from heaven were to write for their in-
struction in our columns, their preju-
diece would deprive them of the benefit
of it. They would not read. We look
upon such a class of people as a mere
drag on all progress. Hnman improve-
ment and religious reform must be ac-
complished by a far different class of
minds, In course of time, they will be
obliged to follow, though it be at a great
distance, ‘

There are others, however, of 1 ‘more
noble’ turn of mind than those to whom
we have alluded, There are many who
are candid and enquiring—who are too
just and too generous to condemn any
canse unheard. We have a chance of
being read by such as these—we kunow
that our sheet does fall into such hands.
We would simply caution them against
receiving . any statement of our vigws,
from any quarter, too hastily. . We do
not say that the statewments given by our
opponents, are necessarily -incorrect ;
but we, do say that they are too frequent-
ly so "to merit much reliance. A final

opinion should never be formed concern.
ing Unitarian principles’until thé*Unita.
rian himseclf has obtained a hearing in
the matter. We think it necessary to
say this much at least: for we solemnly
declare that we have seen statements of
the Unitarian faith, alleged and pus forth
by persons who pretended to information
ou the subject,—by men who held the
oftice of Christian ministers, which have
astonished nnd shocked uy, and which
bear about the same resemblance to Uni-
tarianism as held by those who profess
it, that a deformed and repulsive carica-
ture does to the fair, properly develop-
ed portrait. We simply ask that both
sides should be heard, and whether the
candid reader agrees with us, or differs
from us, we are not going to respect him
the less, and in any case we ask him to
exercise Christian charity towards us
likewise,

We have another class of readers to
whom we would say a word before we
close. Those are they who sympathise
with us in religious opinien. We can-
tion them against yielding their assent
to any thing they see in our columns,
unless it be sustained to their satisfaction
by the evidence of the sacred record of
God’s Word. We have a great aver-
tion to any thing like a passive obedi-
ence in such matters. We wish to be
sustained in our efforts by a bedy of
intelligent believers. The circumstances
of the times require that all Unitarians
should be of this character. It is also
necessary that they should be alive and
active, Let them be so. To borrow
the language of a certain class of writers,
we regard their mission as one of vast
importance. Not so much perhaps in the
way of converting men to their pecaliar
opinions, as in exhibiting & generous
and enlarged spirit in all things ;—in
reaching above and beyond all narrow-
ness and sectarianism. Thus ynay they
administer an emphatic rebuke to all
intolerance and bigotry. Thus may they
make their influence felt, in some mea-
sure, throughout the community, though
it would scarcely be recognized. " While
they seek truth, and discover it,—while
they avow it, though it be uppo'pular',-;—-'
let them do all this temperately. Let
them, at least, remember that no degree
of correctness in belief can atone for the
violation of Christian charity.

D t——
WHOQO ARE-THE ORTHODOX ?

¢ Orthodoxy’ has long since got to be
a term of very loose usage in the religi-
ous world. Almost every party claims
it, and almost every party has it conced-
ed to them. JIts use has become so
indiseriminate that some do not care for
seeking it. As a party term, it is fre-
quently used as antagonistic to Unitari-
anism. When speaking of our Trinitari-
an fellow Christians, we feel no hesitation
in giving it to them as such. We are
not of those who quarrel about mere
terms. In designating parties, we are
generally disposed to use those names
whiclh are least offensive to the parties
themselves. ;

Yet, when we come to seek the precise
meéaning of this term, we may discover
that it does not lieso near the surface as
many suppose. Who are the orthodox ?
Let an accomplished Triuvitarian Profes-
sor answer the question ; we mean Dr.
Campbell, Professor of Divinity and Prin.
cipal of Marischal College, Aberdeen.—
« Ag to orthodox,” says Dr.C. ¢ I should
be glad to know the meaning of the epi-
thet. Nothing, yon say, can be plainer.
The orthodox are those who in religious
matters entertain right opinions. . Be it
so. How then, is it possible I should
kuow who they are that entertain right
opinions, before I know what opinions
areright 7 I must therefore unquestion-

or judge who are orthodox, Now, to
know the traths of religion, which you
call orthodox, is the very end of my in-
guiries; and am 1 to begin these inqui-
ries on the presumption, that without
any enquiry I know it already ? ..,. .4

been, and still are, mére divided. It has

age, which hath been branded as ridicu-

lous fanaticism in the next. It is at thig
day deemed the perfection .of ortlit_xﬁlo:_:y

ably know orthodoxy, before 1 cau know .

There is nothing about which men have™

been accounted orthodox divinity in one::
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in one country, which in an adjacent
country is looked upon as damnable

‘heresy. Nay, in the same country, hath |

not every ~cct a stundard of its own ?
Accerdingly, when any person seriously
uses the word, before we can understand
his meaning, we must know to what
communion he belongs. When that is
known, we comprehénd him perfectly.

By the orthodox he means always those |

who agree in opinion with himm and his
party ; and by the heterodox, those whe
differ from him. When one says, then,
of any teacher whatever, that all the or-.
thodox acknowledge his orthodoxy, he
says neither more nor less than this, ¢ All
who are of the same opinion with him,
of which number I am one, believe hun
to be in the right” And is this any
thing more than what may be asserted
by some person or otlier, of every teach-
er that ever did or ever will exist ?...
To say the truth, we have but too many
ecclesiastic terms and phrases which sa-
vour grossly of the arts of a crafty priest-
lioed, who meant to keep the world in
ignorance, to secure an implicit faith in
their own dogmas, and to intimidate men
from an impartial inquiry into holywrit.”
—e

THE ROMAN CHURCH AND TiIE ANGLICAN
CILURCH.

We sometimes hear it said that that section of
the Church of England, known to sympathise
wvith D Pusey’s views, ave about to shake hands
swith the Church of Rome and be fairly at one
with ber once more. It would appear, however,

from the following extract, that such a step can-
1ot be taken so easily as some people imagine.
Probably the Puseyites as they are called, do
not wish to do any thing of the kind. To say
the truth, we think those people have been the
victims of & good deal of groundless abuse. If
ithey desire a stricter confurmity to the rubric
of their Church, let them have it. If others in
ghe same Church are unwilling to conform to the
rubriz, let thetn openly renounce it.  Let all
garties be consistent and straightforward. Ifa
<onsistent conformity to the authoriséd stundards
of Anglicanism will lead so closely to Romanism,
 aud if such proximity be considered a vast evil,

" let those standards Ue abandancd ‘or essentiailly

modified. Qceupying, as we do, the high ground
of Trotestantism—urging the Bible ouly as the
rule of faith, and meintaining the right of every
‘individual to_judge for kimsel and worskip ns
bis conscience dictates—1we can surcey this mat-
ter from a point of view somewhat different from
other churches ;who are hommed ia with regard
g0 faith and worship, by mere human forms.
Anglican churchmen are accustomed to regard
“their ordination as good and valid, and are prone
o say betimes, that the mode of ordination in
many other churches, is neither tke one nor the
other. 1t dppears, however that if they would
‘serve at the altar, they must also go ““through a
“yightful ordination.” Ilere again we can stand
on \;‘qntuge ground, and watch the dispute between
For ourselves we attach very little
weight to meve external ordination. Qur notions

the parties.

on this subject are so simple that we suppose they

would scareely merit 1 moment’s attention from
a true ¢ churehman,”’ Weare disposed to regard
any mode of ordination as good aud valid where
the head is well instructed, aud the heart beating
rfght towards God and man. Show us the sin-
«cere Christian minister, and we are not going to
enquire whether he was ordained by Prelate,
Presbyter, or Congregationalist.  The extract to
which we allude Is taken from the London
Tablet, o Rownn Catholic journal : —

" ¢ It is obvious, too, thut the Puseyites, to
wwhom we address ourselves, have been under the
~delusion that, by making a few more external
changes, adopting n few methods of discipline,
and borrowing s few jmprovements of routine,
they are =repared to enter upon a negotiation
“wvith IRRome for the es'ablishment of some sort of
“spiritual federalism—opaying, of course, to Rome
. the compliment of making its bishop president of
the confederation,  We entreat those amiable and
estimable individuals, to whom we allude, not to

. remain any longer under the delusion that an
-architectural ‘Teformation, or the purchase of a
' fow' chasubles, or 4 change of position in praying,
-+ or the adoption of retreats, or the practice of cone
. feesion, or ten thousand like improvements added
. together, will suffice to put them in ajposition to
. siegotiate with Rome. 1t isa duty dnd acharity
7¥%o inform them that the’gate to reconciliation

* “with Rame is hiility and submission ; - that

their first need (with contrition, of course,) Is to
put their vaptism out of doubt; and that their
-uécond need; " if they- would serve at the altaryis
through u rightful ordination ‘to. put off the lay
Sor the sacerdofal character.’’ -
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MONTREAL UNITAKHIAN SOCIETY.
CHURCH.—LORD'S SUPPER—ANNUAL
MEETING.

The above cut represents the front of
the new church edifice, erected within
the past year by the Montreal Unitarian
Society. It is well situated on a rising
ground on Beaver Hall Place, Lagan-
cheticre Street exactly at the head of
Radegonde Street.

. 'The building is marked by a tablet
bearing the following tuscription—

Jous mx' 3.
CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

—UNITARIAN.~

The meaning of the Seriptural motte
is obvious, and we think it a fitting one
for a Chiristian church.—In going there,
we seek to attaini that knowledge whicli
leadeth unto life. Eternal life is the gift
of God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
—1TIt i3 the knowledge of the Father, the
only true God; and Jesus Christ his well
beloved Son and c¢liosen Messenger. The
edifice has been simply designated a
¢ Christian church,” because those who
worship there are believers in Jesus
Christ as the * Son of the living God.”
They maintain his sole Headship of the
Church, and are determined to adhere to
him with answerving loyalty. Tliey will
permit nothing in the shape of church
authority, or creed authority, to be inter-
posed betiveen his teaching and their
own souls. - It has been thought proper
to subjoin the term « Unitarian,” to de-
note their distinctive belief in the simple
Unity of God, in opposition to the po-
pular theory which makes Him to consist
of three distinct and equal persons, We
reject this triune theory, because we
cannot find it in the Scriptures.

The interior of the building in not
vet completed. The congregation (which
has been regularly organised during the
past year) now assemble for public wor-
ship in a large, well finished room in
the basement story. They formerly met
in a temporary chapel in the Haymarket,
but removed to the lecture-room of the
new church on the 8th Dee. Inst. Attheir
first meeting in that place, the ordinance
of the Lord’s Supper was administered.
Various circumstances, incident to the
formation of a new worshipping Society,
had occurred during the past yeav to
prevent suitable arrangements being
made for the observance of that rite be-
fore, so that the communion at that time
was the first one held by the Unitarian
congregation .of this city. Daring the
past year, the congregation has made a
steady and gratifying increase. At the
Lord’s Supper there were fifty six com-
municants,

On Christmas Day last, there was a
suitable religious service held in the fore-
noon. The 25th of Dee. being the day
generally regarded by the Christian
world as the anniversary of our Saviour's
birth, we are always disposed to avail
ourselves of the associations connected
with that bright and blessed event, to
promote our spiritnal improvement and
religious progress.—On the evening of
the same day the annual meeting of the
Society took place. At that meeting the
Secretary of the Managing Committee
submitted the Report for the past year.
In the commencement of the Report
reference is made to the- progress of
Unitarianism in Montreal :— ¢ Some-
thing more than three years ago, in
the fall of 1841, a-few friends to ‘the
Unitarian caunse in this city assembled
in a school-room in McGiil Sireet, to

enjoy the preaching of the Gospel in
accordance with their views. The gum- .

ber then collected together was small,
and gave but feeble encouragement to
attempt the formation of @ society.
Happily, Lhowever, as it now may be
deemed, there were those then present
who felt too deeply the value of their
religious belief, not to make the effort to
establish permanently Unitarian preach-
ing in Moutreal. They searcely anti-
cipated, however, that the year 1844
would witness them a regularly organ-
ized society embracing abont two hun-
dred souls, fifty-six of whom are com-
municauts, and the number constantly
increasing, with a regularly ordained
pastor, and a commodious church erect-
ed, which, when completed, with galle-
ries, will accommodate more than six
bundred persons.”

The Report makes further reference
to the erection of the church. The com-
mittee were enconuraged to commence
such an undertaking by tlie carnest-
ness of the Society here, whom they
found ready to contribute liberally ac-
cording to their means; and by the
generous promises of assistance from
sympathising friends abroad. Those pro-
wises have been fully realized by the
tour of the Rev. Mr. Cordner in the
United States last sumnier. OQwing to
the serious embarassments of our breth-
ren in the faith in Great Britain and
Ireland; arising out of the questions in-
volved in the Dissenters® Chapels Bill,
then before the Imperial Parliament, the
congregation here could not feel justified
in making any appeal to them. This
was understood by the Unitarians of the
United States, and the collecting tour of
Mr. Cordner was eminently successful.
By it more than 900 pounds have been
realized for the Church building fund.
The Report expresses the deep gratitude
ot the Society here to oar many friends
for their liberality in this matter, and
likewise to the American Unitarian As-
sociation, and the British and Foreign
Unitarian Association, for their continu-
ed grants to assist in defraying the cur-
rent expenses of the Montreal congre-
gation. It proceeds also to say that—

* Our hearts have been encouraged,
and our hands have been strengthened
by the assistance which has thus been
afforded.” .

Reference is made to the *Bible Chris-
tian,” expressive of satisfaction as to the
manner of its heing conducted and print-
ed; and stating that its subscription list
is gradoally increasing. The Report
closes in the following manner :—

“In closing, your Committee would
remark, by way of encouragement, that
tew, if any, religious societies in Mont-
real have increased with the sume
rapidity of growth that-eurs has done.
Within three years from its present
rise, it has grown into a body, respect-
able as to numbers and influence ; and
it is our earnest prayer that noune of its
members may be destitute of those dis-
tinctive traits which are essential cle-
wments of the Christian character.”

The following Resolutions, amongst
others, were unanimously passed at the
annual meeting :—

¢ That the Report of the Managing Commit-
tee be received and adopted.

¢ That cheered and encouraged as we have
been during the past year, by the liberal munifi-
cence aof our brethren in the United States, Ly
the British and Foreign Unitarian Association,
by the American Unitarian Association, we are
resolved to persevere in our efforts ; and, hoping
for .the blessing and support of the Ged and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, we ¢ thank God,
and take courage,” humbly praging that we may
be favored with all needful help in our labours
fur the establishment of pure Christianity in thia
city and throughout Canada.-

. « That the sticcess attending the efforts which
have been made for the erection of a building for
religious worship, has fully equalled our highest
expectations, and that the warmest thanks of
this meeting are due to our Pastor and Lothers

‘why have tuken an active part in collecting the

lnc}.mla to.meet the expenditure thus incurred.

‘1< That the miost grateful thanks of thiy meet-
ing are”dué Lo those suciét.ics.nn(VI_'vinAdfvi‘du:xls in
the" United States; who- have -contribited to our

Building Fiind, and whao, by their liberality, have !

enabled ‘us 16 complete oui church without sub,

Jjecting ourselves to any serious pecubiary em-
barassment. . ,

** That the thanks of this meeting e given to
the British and Foreign Unitariun Association,
for jts continued liverality in contributing to
meet the current expenses of this Seciety.

“ That the thanks of this meeting be given to
the Awmerican Unitaviah Associition, for its con-
tinved grant for the same purpose,

 That the inereasing numbers of dur cangre-
gation, the prrceptible growth of piety and Chris-
tian zeal among us, and the harmony and good
feeling which are vouchsafed to us at the present
senson, are subjects of devout thankfultess to
Almighty God.

“ That the Province of Canada presents an
interesting field for missionary labours, and we
conisequently resoive, in humble reliance on the
great Iead of the Church, to give early attention
to the establishment of a mission in Canadu,”

i

LETTER FRROM BOSTON.

The following letter from the ITon.
Stephen Fairbanks, of Boston, to the
pastor of the Montreal Unitarian church,
has come to hand since the publication
of our last pumber. In the iutelligence
it conveys, we have anether substantial
proof of the sympathy of our friends in
New Eungland. Thoese in Salem have
our gratitude for their generous remem-
brance of us. The ¢ Kair” referred to
in the letter was got up a short time ago
by the combined exertions of the ladies
of the four Unitarian worsliipping socie-
ties in that place, 1t was held in one of
the largest halls in Salem. The net
proceeds aceruing from the sale of fancy
articles, &e. furnished for the occasion,
amounted to 8179 dollars, all of which
was appropriated to wmissionary pur-
poses.

‘ Boston, 22nd November, 184¢.
“ Red. John Cordner.

“ Dean Sin,—I have received, by the hand
of the Hon. L. Salstanstall, the net proceeds of
the * Fair,” held by the Ladies of the Unitarian
Societies in Salem; five hundred dollars of which
they have appropriated for the aid of the Unjta-
rian Society in Montreal, Carada.: Yoor draft
on e, at sight, or that of any officer of your
Society, by you countersigned, will be duly hon-
ored. I shall be much gratificd to learn that
your Ministry continues to be blessed, and that
the aid from the United States, will comfort and
encotirage otie friends, who are struggling for
what they and we  believe to be ¢ the truth ns it
is in Jesus,” "

“ With the most respectful consideration,
I am, your friend and servant,

Sterien Fainnangs,

Treasurer of the Board for Domestic
Missionary and other purposes.”

NOTICE.

UNITARIAN CHURCH, MONTREAZL.

W35 The Public Services of the Unitarian
Congregation of thiscity have been REMOVED
from the Chapel in Ilaymarket, M*Gill St. totha
Le¢rure-Rooy in the BASEMENT STO‘RY
of the NEW UNITARIAN CHURCH, on
Lagauchoticre Strect; head of Radegonde Street,
{ Beaver Hall.) They will be continued there
until tiie interior of the Church is completed,
Hours of Public Worship the same as usual,—
Ereven in the Morning, and Sgvex in the
Evening.

BOOKS FOR SALE.

YOR SALE, at the Office of ¢ Tne Buirx
Cuntstian,” Haymarket, in the liouse adjoin-
ng the American Presbyterian Charch,—

THE ENTIRE WORKS OF WILLIAM
ELLERY CITIANNING, D. D., in two
handsome volumes, price 108, ; in extra biad-
ing, s . .

COMMENTARY ON THE NEW TES.
TAMENT, by Antkr Auvnot LivERMORE. ~—
Three vols. published.—35s. per vol. ; 15s, for
the set. .

LECTURES ON CHRISTIAN DOC-
TRINE, by Axprew I’. Pranony.— Oue
val. 4s. Gd.

SKETCHES from the LIFE OF CIIRIST,
by Mrs. H. V. Criekesi~One v8l. 2s, o
COLLECTION: OF .HYMNS, by 'thé Iate
Itev. Dr. Greixwoonyvof King's: Chapel,
Boston. Thirty-ninth édition. . Price ds,—
Compiled for the use of Unitarian Congrega

tlons. s . _ ‘.
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the question, whether it is eredible, “that one so
prompt on all occasions to speak from the first
impulse of feeling, could have heard Jesus, at any
time, ussers the existence of ¢ three persons in‘the
Godhead, equal in substance, power, and glory,’
and not have expressed his surprise at what must
have appeared to him (educated has he had been)
50 neavly approaching to polytheism ? Especially,
could he have rafrained from expressions of as-
tonishmeny, if, on any eceasion, our Savienr in
the character of the predicted DMessiah—a chav.
acter which no Jew ever dreamed would be pro-
perly divine—bad claimed to be Jehovah in the
flesh, and the object of supreme religlous adorva-
tion ? Impossible ! And the fact that no expres-
sions of the kind we have been supposing, ever to
our knowledge fell from the lips of this disciple,
is one proof that Jesus never inculcated the
principles of Trinitarianism upon his followers.
But much more than this. ‘Theve are positive
declarations of Peter on record, respecting our
Lord’s character, that can leave no doubt as to
his opinions ; declavations, which connected ns
they are with the approving words of his master,
afford the most convincing testimony that Christ
did not claim to be, nor was cousidered by Peter
the supreme God. ’

We recur, for an example, to the sixteenth
chapter of Matthew. 'To the guestion of Jesus to
his disciples,—* Whom say ye that Tam ?—
Peter with his characteristic promptoess replied,
In what terms ? Precisely in such as any Unita~
rian would have used—*¢ Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God.’—And what suid our Sa-
viour to this? 1id he intimate that he had re-
ceived an imperfect answer 2 Did e insiunate
that Deter, not having had access to the true
source of light, was still in the dark as to his real
character in this most important particular ? Not
ac all; but bestowed on him the highest commen-
dations, reminding bim, at the same time, that
such intelligence could have come only from God,
—* Blegsed art thou, Simon, son of Jona; for
flesh and Llood have not revealed it unto thee, but
my Father which is in beaven.” And yet anoth-
er time nlso, Peter made the same explicit und
unhesitating confession. It was when Jesus said
unto the twelve, * Will ye also go away ?  Then
Simon Peter answered him, Lord to whom shall
we go ? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And
we believe and are sure that thou art the Christ,
the Son of the living Goil”  Such is a specimen
of Petar’s declarations concerning the dignity of
our Saviour's character. ~They were made on
oceasions, when, if ever, he would have acknow-
ledged his master’s highest claims, and when
Jesus, it must be supposed, would have corrected
him, had he expressed inadequate views. Yet
Peter, so far from calling him God, only professes
his belief in him as the Christ, the Son of Ged,
or, which is the same thing, the Messiah ;. and
our Lord, instead of appearing dissatisficd with
the profession, in one instance applaonded it. . -
“Nor s this all.” Peter’§ knoivn conduct, while
conversant with his master, accorded with his
declarations, Ile never betrayed the cmotion,
nor exhibited the manners, ‘nor performed the
acts of ong, who believed himself in the immedi-
ate presence of his Maker and his God. Thisis
a strong point of the argument.  Bring the sub.
jeet home to your own bosoms, and imagine how
a mortal man would feel and behave himself in
such a presence ; and having done tlis, carry
your thoughts back to the time of Christ’s min-
istry on earth, and observe haw familiarly Peter
lived with him 3 how he ate, and drank and con~
versed with him ; low he accompanied him
whithersoever he went, now rebuking, and now
commending him ; atone time uttering the moest
solemn asseverations of attachment, and at anoth-
ar denying that he ever kuew the man,—and then
lay your hand upon your heart, and say, if you
can, that Peter regarded Jesus as Jehoval:.

2. Aud why should it be supposed by any that
Peter ought to have so regarded his master ?
Whence could he derive the doctrine of the Tri-
nity? How washe to learn that the Messiah
was God ? It is conceded that he did not bring
these notions with him tfrom the synagogue ; and
we shall now show that he could not find them
in the school of Christ. The instructions that he
received, in common with the other disciples,
were invariably and strictly Unitarian. An ex-
ample to the contrary is not upon record. We
do not assert this unndvisedly, We have read
the Gospels through with particular regard to
this point : and we know that in no’instance
did Jesus affirm that the ‘Deity exists in three
equal persons, or that he himselfis God. Onthe
contrary, we know that he repeatedly, and in the
most unequivocal Janguage, bore his testimony to
tbe proper unity of the divine nature, and to his
own inferiority’to and dependence upon the Fa-
ther Almighty: - Of what -essential attribute of
Deity did he not expressly and more than once
dsselaim the possession 2 OF underived and in-
dependent existence 7 He said, € L live 0y the
Father; asthe Father hath life in himself, so hath
he given to the Son ta have life in himself’ - Of
almighty and underived power ?  These are his
words, ¢ T ean of mine own self do nothing ; all
‘power is given nnto me.”  OF omniscicuce 7 His
language is this, ¢ As my Father hath taught me,
1 speak,’ ¢ of that day and hour knoweth no man,
no, nat the angels, neithier the Son, but the Father
only.' " Was such teaching as this very.well suit-
ed to make siich a pupil as Peter a Trinitarian ?
You remember our Suviour's answer to ond.who
applied to him_the appellation of * good” “Fai_ ton
high a sense ; ¢ Why callest thou me’jrond ? “(here
is notie good blat ohe, that is' God.' | Did" Peter,
constant as he had “been ‘in hid ‘atténdance “upon
his'mnster, know. nothing of this 2 You remember
too our Lord’s veply to the Jews, who falsly ac-
cused him of making himself equal with God,

ORIGINAL POETRY.
ADDRESS TO THE OLD YEAR.
Thou good Old Year,~—lirger, ah! linger yet;
How can we see thes pact, without regret?
Didst thou not bring us gifts of priceless worth,—
Joy to the heart, and swinmer to the earth ?
Hast thou nat Ql_mred in all our hepes and fears,
Witnessud alike Lright smiles and secret tears?
Within thy uld and withered breast there lies
A world of sweet and sacred memories 5
And can we see thee part, without regret ? ’
Thou good old friend,—linger, ah! linger yet.

With thee has many @ sunny day been spent,—
With thee has joy, aud song and mirth been blent.
Friendship has made thy passing hours all bright,
And Love bas tinged them with a holier light ;
But, more than all; thou hast ¢alm seasons brought
Of high resolve, and deep and solemn thought,
When goodness seemed to kueel within the heart
And supplicate she never might depart.

Yes, precious hours wrere thine, thou good (9101
Year,

And even sorrow muakes thee but more dear.

Whatever blessings may be yet in store,

Thy pleasant fuce we never shall see mere,

Let others hail the advent of the new,

And eagerly its promised joys pursue;

But I still turn to thee with fund regret,

Thou good Old Year,—linger, ah! linger yet,

L. J. D,

THE

APOSTLE PETER
A UNITARIAN.

Before Peter” became acquainted with our Sa-
viour, he was a Jew. As such he had been born
and - educated. © He must therefore have been a
believer in the doctrine of the Divine Unity. He
must have been a worchipper of One Ged in one
person.  This will be conceded by all who are
conversant with the Jewish history, and whose
opinion deserves respect. That Peter could bave
been a Trinitarian before his conversion to Chris~
tianity, is as improbable as that he could have
been an atheist. If he ever afterward departed
from this fundamental principle of the religion in
which he bad been brought up, we may reasona-
bly expect to find some notices of so remarkable
a change, in the copious-accounts we have of his
subsequent life, * These accounts are contained in
the Scriptures of the New Testament, - Welearn
from them that, almost from the very commence-
ment of dur Lord’s public miitistry, to his ascen~
sion into heaven, Peter was his most talented and
zealous disciple, and that subsequently, for the
gpace of more than thirty years, he was one of
the ablest and most successtul advocates of the
Christian cause. ' ‘

The question now presents itsel{—have we any
evidence thut Peter, either while a popil in the
school of Christ, or at any time afterward in the
course of his ministry, abandoned his old belief,
in the doctrine of the divine unity, and embraced
Trinitarianism ?  Have we vot, on the contrary,
the most satistactory proof that he was, both as
a disciple, and a teacher, a Unitarian ?

1t it be assumed that he ever did abandon his
old belief, in the respect we have mentioned, we
ask, When ? Nor are we unreasonable in our
demand. Certainly, an event so extraordinary,
at least to his own mind, could not have been
passed over in silence, nor even with a slight
notice. -If others sasv fit not to record it, he as.
suredly would not have omitted to mention it,
‘He must have dwelt upon it often and feelingly,
"He must have told us at what time, and under
what eireumstances, a change so fundamental, so
opposed to his most deeply rooted prejudices, and
5o widely affecting the great system of religion,
took place ; us he has done, with such minute-
ness of detail concerning the fur less important
subject of admitting the Gentiles to Christian pri-
vileges upon equal footing with the Jews, Now,
we repeat the question, when did any such chunge
ag described take place? We say, never, And
we rest this assertion, in the first instance, on the
silence of the Scriptures. We challenge any one
to lay his finger on.a single sentence, cither from
Peter himself, or from any other inspired man,
which in its proper connexion -affords the least
_particle of evidence, of his ever having embraced
Trinitarianiam after he had abandoned Judaism.
We reit aur ‘assertion, in the seeond place, and
chiefly, upon the positive proofs of his Unitarian.
jsm, derived from his known declarations and
_eonduct while a pupil of Christ 5 from the vecord-
ed instructions which he, in common ‘with the
other disciples, received during that period ;5 from
_his public discourses, controversies, devotions, and
.private teachings, as given ug by the sacreid his-
torian who repoited the acts of the Apostles ; and
from: his -own writings that have come down
to, us. Lo .

1. We hegin with his declarations and conduet
svhile a-pupil of Christ.  Puter way, of all the
"disciples, the mostPikely, from his natural ardor
and habitual forwardness, to olject to, whatever
“our ‘Savidur might ‘propose adapted-to shock his
"prejudices, And so it was in fust. Tt was he
who rebuked his master, when hie announced his
‘future sufferings.  But we need not cite partic:
ular instances. - OQur readers must be prépared,
‘by what they recollect of Peter’s character, for

seeth the Father do.’

But why multiply texts ? Who does not know
that the teachings of Jesus abound in such pnssae
ges? And where ave any of a contrary import to
be found 2 Read over his sermon on the mount,
to which the disciples listened. - Not a word of
Trinitavinnism appears there. Rend his parables;
nothing of such n doctrine appears in them.
Listen to his devotions ; all are addressed to the
one God, the Father of all.  Look at the direc-
tions he gave to his disciples as to the object of
their devotions.  Does he tell them to pay religi-
ous homagetohim? O no; how different from
this are his injunctions, even without a single
exception. ¢ When ye pray, say, Our Father.’
¢ In that day yeshall ask me nothing.” ¢ Whatsn-
ever ye shall ask the Yather in my uame, he shall
give it to you.” Witness his miracles, ‘I'buese we
ure told, prove his supreme deity. Why then did
he, before he bid Lazarus come forth from the
grave, addvess this prayer to God,—¢ Father, I
thank thee that thou hast heard me?' And why
did he so often, as if purposely to multiply guards
against that error of subsequent times which we
ave opposing, refer nll his powers to the Father
as the author of them ?

Listen now to the language of his common dis-
courses with his disciples.  Does he neot continu-
ally speak of himself as sent Ly the Futher 5 as
coming from the Father ; as anoinfed of God;
as depending upon God ; as being one with Lis dis-
ciples as he was one with the Father ? And cun
you believe still that Peter was taught to regard
him ns the supreme God?  Without the least
qualification, he suid—* My Father is greater
than L' Could Peter ever after believe and as-
sert that God the Father was not greater than
his Master ? Turn your thoughts to the Saviour
in the garden.  Peter was one of his chosen com-
panions. He if any one witnessed his prayer ;
* O iy Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me ! nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou
wilt.'  What words could this disciple have lis-
tened to more expressive of his Master’s couscious-
ness that he was infevior to, and dependent vpon
the Most Iigh? TLook again, and see him an
unresisting prisoner, and now a bleeding vietim
on the cross.  Hear his memorable words, ¢ My
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?’
¢ Father into thy hands T commit mny spirit.’
Behold him bow his head and give up his breath.
See him entombed. Are these demonstrations to
the mind of Peter of his DMuaster’s deity ? Is it
said that Peter was not a witness to these scenes.
Be it so. We will look further. After the resur-
rection Jesus taught Unitavianism.  Go to my
brethren,' said he to Mary, * and say unto them,
I ascend to my Father and your Father, tomy
God and your God,"  Ronder these words, Has
God brethren ? Flas the eternal and self-existent
a Father and-a God, such as men have 2 Among

+{ the last words he addressed to Peter and the other

diséiples are these ! ¢ Behold I will send’ you the
promise of my Futher,’ ‘As the Father hath sent
me, even so send Iyou.' ¢ All power is given unto
me.” Bat why prolong the discussion ? Such, as
we haveseen, was the course of edncation through
which Peter passed, upder the immediate direc-
tion of Jesus Christ. It was not varied, in res-
pect to the doctrines in dispute, that we know of;
up to the moment of our Saviour’s ascension into
heaven. How then stands the case?  From all
we can learn of Peter's declarations, conduct, and
edueation, while a pupil of Christ, we are com-
pelled to believe that he was a Unitarian’ at the
period of his history, at which we have now as-
vived, i : :

But new revelations are to be made to him, it
may be said.  Qur Saviour, just before his death
promised to the disciples further illumination, by
which they would be ¢ Jed juto all truth.’
knows, it may b2 asked, but Peter, Unitarian as
he doubtiess was at that time, may yet see cause
to change his opinions and become a teacher of
Trinitarianism ? In reply to this, we will not
stop to show the jutrinsic improbability of such
an event ; but proceed to ascertain how the mat-
ter stands in point of fact. The question is to be
settled by recurring to the records we have of his
preaching, controversies, private teaching, devo.
tions, and writings, That we may not be nccused
of taking a partial view of the evidence in the

cuse, we shall adduce all of it that velutes to the
subject. . .

3. What then do e learn from the Apostle’s
preaching ? Ilis first sermon ngours in the second
chapter of the Acts, He delivered it, we are
told, immediately aftér the special illumination
of the Holy Spirit. Daes it contain anything Jike
Trinitarianism 2 Not'a syllable, Itis thoroughly
“Unitarian from beginning to end. The points of
dactrine it presents ave these, 1., The divine
mission of Jesus Christ, * Jesus of Nazareth, a
man approved of God among yous;’ or, asit
ghould Le rendered, ¢ proved unto you to be a
man from God.” 2. Theevidence of the divi-
nity of his mission. * ¢ By miracles and wonders
and signs, which God did by him in the midst of
you, as ye yoursélves also know.” 3. IIis death,
and how the event stood connested with divine
providence and human agency.’ ¢ Him, being
delivered by the determinate counsel:and fore-
knowledge of .Gord, ye have taken, and by, wicked
hands have erucified and slain.” 4. s resurree-
tion, together with the author and. proofs of it.
“'Whoin God hatk raised.up,. having Jovsed the
pring of death ; this- Jesushnth God raised up
swhereof we all are witnesses,” 5. His exaltation,
and to whom he was indebted for it. ¢ By.theright
band of God. caalted, 6, His pc of the
promise of the holy apivit, digpensed ihrough him
to the firat Christians, and how he cime by it,

“ Ylaviug received of the' Father the promise of
the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye

¢ The Son can do nothing of himself but what he '

Who {

——t
now sce and hear.”- 7. His dffices, not underived,
but conferred by the Most High.. € Let all ‘thy
house of Jsrael know aswsuredly, that God hath
made that snme Jesus both Lord and Christ.’

- Of this character are the doetrinal ]im'ts of
Peter’s first sermon. It contains not &' word, as
to the point in guestion, different from what we
have quoted.  'Who does not see that it is Unita-
rian in every particular ? Counld one be delivered
more directly opposed to Trinitarian views? Anad
yot, free as the Apostle’s prenching was from
what are so much vaunted, in ourf§iday, us the
“doctrines of grace,” it was not without the most
salutary effects.  When the people heard it, ¢ they
were pricked in theiv heart,” and said, * whag
shall we do ?*  And now we have a specimen of
Peter’s practieal directions. Do they savor of
modern Orthodoxy 2 Does he tell them 1o wor-
ship the Trinity, to mourn over native and entice
depravity, to confess they can do nothing them-
selves, to hope for a transfer of the penalty of
their guilt to a substituted victim, or to calenlate
on having their moral deficiences supplied by the
imputed rvighteousness of Christ? As fur from
it as possible. He says to them,T* Repent and
be baptized, cvery one of yon, in the name of
Jesus Chvyist, for the remission of sins.® Sape
yourselves from this untoward generation.” So
taught the most able and zealous of our Lord's
ministers.  We have too muoch respect for the
understandings of our readers to add a single
word by way of comment.

But it will be asked, perhaps, whether Peter
always preached So much in the wmanner of a
Unitaviau ?  We will see. Another opportunity .
offers itself for listening to him. We find him
in Solomon's porch, surrounded by a multitude,
that had been drawn together Ly the miraculous
cure e had just wrought of a lume man. (Acts,iii.)
e prepares to address the peeple. Will he, who
but a little time before preached - Unitorinnisn
with such succsss, now adopt an entirely new
course, aud unfold an opposite faith ?  Let the
recorded {unets decide.  The very first statement
he makes involves'the doctrine of God’s supre-
macy and the inferigrity of Christ. ¢‘The Gud
of Abraham, and ofIsaac, and of Jacob, the God
of our futhers, hath glorified his Son Jesus.” Is
this Drinitavianism ?  Is the Son of God the
very God whose son he is?  Is he who is glori-
fied, the same with him who confers the glory ?
Peter proceeds. ¢ Ye denied the holy one and
the just, and killed the prince of life ; whom God
raised from the dend.” Is it Jehovah that the
Apostle accuses the Jews of denying and killing ?
Is it Jehovah'that he says God raised from the
dead ? The inspired preacher goes én. ¢ Moses
truly said unte ‘the fathers, n prophet shall the
Lord your Guod raise up unto you of your brethren
like. unto me.” ‘Lhis Peter applics to; Christ, -
Lookat its finport. € A prophet like unto Moses,”
—=* of their brethren,’__¢ 1uised up by Godl''Is

diseourse in these words, ¢ Unto you, firat, 'God,
having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to Lless
you, In-turning wway every one of you from his-
iniquities.” Iere, again, Trinitavianism is not.
only not recognised, but opposed.  Jesus is repre-
sented simply as the Son, the sent of God, while:
the supremacy of the Father is maintained, as it
is uniformly in the teachings of this distiuguished
minister of the gospel.  Such as we have seen
was the charscter of Peter’s preaching,  We do
not believe he ever uttered a word in his public
instructions, incﬂnsis!em with what we have now
given, Not u single expression occura in any of
his sermons that ‘have been reported, which can
by any just rules of interpretation, be made to
yield support to the doetrine of the Trinity. . And
what was the eflicaey of the sort of preaching we
have been considering ? Was it impotent, as some
are so {onid of representing Unitarianiam to be >
Three thousand souls were ‘converted to the
Christian faith by Peter’s first sermon, and five
thousand by the second !

[ To be concluded i1 our next.]

MINISTERS OF THE TRUTH.

Devoted and selt-denying-pioneers, in the cause:
of truth and righteonsness, hitve nevir been wint-
ing.  Always thiere have been some of then on
earth, protesting with all their strength-against
iniquity, and in favor of holiness~—and always.
theve will be.  Circumstances hielp to create them,
No form ‘of oppression or selfishness can be earyi-
ed out, for any great lerigth of time, without
stivring up, in svine' few minds, & detérmined- op-
position to it.- No matter whether it’is Judaism,
or Catholicism, . or Protestantism, or Slavery, or
any thing else, there are ever some who- have
goodness enough to separate themselves from it,
and' to ‘call its supperters to repentance.  And if
there were niot, God would raise them p mirac-
ulously, rather than be destitute of a ministry=—
rather than be destitate of sin-opposers. % It fs.
by the foalishness of preaching,”—in-the hmf;uagtr
of the Apostle Paul,~or by morul_agitations,—
by the proclamation of truth,—that the world .is
to be saved. Aud it theve is ot '« titled, high~
salarfed, peculinviy-privileged, fashionable minis~
try“to do this work, there will be'n self-denying,
untitled, unsnlagied, unprivileged unfashionalle
winistry, to do it "And forone,. I have no fears
of thé world ever belng without a 'ministry. Nor
have L'any fears of its éver being without o

‘Churéh.—Milford Praitical Christian, |
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