Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original copy L'Institut a numérisé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a été
available for scanning. Features of this copy which may be possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exemplaire qui
bibliographically unique, which may alter any of the images sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibliographique, qui
in the reproduction, or which may significantly change the peuvent modifier une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent
usual method of scanning are checked below. exiger une modification dans la méthode normale de

numeérisation sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing / \/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps /
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /
Relié avec d'autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin / La reliure serrée peut
causer de 'ombre ou de Ia distorsion le long de la
marge intérieure.

Additional comments / Continuous pagination.
Commentaires supplémentaires:

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées
Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Includes supplementary materials /
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Blank leaves added during restorations may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from scanning / Il se peut que
certaines pages blanches ajoutées lors d'une
restauration apparaissent dans le texte, mais,
lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont pas
été numérisées.



oo

THE FREE PRESS.

Voi.).} Montrear, THurspav, 28th Nov. 1822. [No. 8.

The
B T

—« Be our plain answer this—we seek po change—and -
s . s . v « 1 7 . ¢ .
Tenst of all, such change ss they would give us.”
- Lo s ey

. 5 e s « SaerDAN—~Pizarre.. )
- L% L FE . [ 7
Me. Bofzge,,

te o, " W . D
Peiusing an old collection of political ppmplilets the other *
day, the following Jetter, which was originally published- in the -
Pablic’Ledger, of 13th ‘September:1770,; appeardd~ to me t6 -
give o just and precise a,view of wlint- acls: of the Imperal :
Paylyament can be constitutionally, bjuding uppn the colonies, and.",
what'not, as Well as of the lines of- demprcation, between the'”
poweis and privileges of the two subordipate branches of the lex "2
gislatuze, that I thigk its republication-at the’preseat juncture, -
almost upon the eve of the meeting of our parliament, may noy
be uvinterestivg. ' { shall be glad to see your own remarks up." !
on it. .+, ~MODERATOR. ’

«That the dispntes of the colonies,withtheir mother:conotry
have been so iplricate and puzzlicg to maay, is -owing entirely”
to_a want of duly comprehendingtut{é constitution: for, -
from the moment that our parliaments became divided into two
distinct housés, a very. material diférence was sestablished be.
tween ‘the laws of Epgland, and the laws of Taxation,

A bill'for amenthng, explainiog, or addiog, to the laws of
England, may be prepared and brought in by -either house ‘of
parliament, and by which ever of the two houses it is prepared ~
and brought.in, it may be amended by the other : if amended,
the amendment will be taken into cousideration, by the hodse
whiere it was brought in, and, if approved of, will be agreed to,
aud the bill, with the Royal asseat, passed into a law. But a -
bill for explaiding, ameuding, or addiag to our laws of taxation, "
must be prepared and brought in, only by the house of commons,
and cao not go, much as be amended by the house of lords, If
their lordships should make any-material amenduient to such a 3
bill, the other house'would not, X believe, sv much gs order it
to be takeninto,consideration; but if, upon the face-of it, the
amendment appeared necessary, they would drop that bill, and
order a new hill for the same purpese-to he prepsved dnd’
brought into theirown house, | ,, ..-!..." i

“1n 2 word, the laws of England are
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Ry the advice of the lords, and -with the consent of the commons;;
whereas the Jaws of T'axation seem al} to be made by the ad-
vice of the commons, and with the consent of the lords: which,
whatever equabbles the divisions of of our"pirhiaments 1nto two
distinet housés,may produce; in the articles of privilege or pow-
er,” i 'a most glorious-addition to our copstitution,” aud the-
eat bulwark of national security, 3s I have endeavoured “to ®
evitee ip the following short state of their cdbstitutiopal “priuci-
es. S

P‘I“Our pobility ave, by their birth, by their  education, and
'ty their circumstances, the best judges of what laws may be se-

cessary for epabling the king 1o goyern bis dominions, to pro-
tectand administer impartial justice to the people in every port
thereof, and to preveot as_much as, possible, the bad effects of
thst partiality. whichmankind are naturally too dpt to shew to-
wards those of their own province, séct, party;’ or. family ;
which is the end to be obtained by the 1sws of Eugland: and
for this purpose, our kings were; by oiir ancient ¢onstitution,
providedwith a power and a revenue, sufficient for all ordinary
oceasions, i time of peace : therefore, Whed'any €xtraordidary

supply is desired, there are threé things to be'strictly examined, *

and oatnrally considered,- which ave, the necessity of ity the a:
bility, of the people to'adwance the 'money, and the methods
-ynast proper for raising the sum desired. ‘

“As to the uecescity of avy extraordinary supply, our nobil-"

ity may be as goed. nay, they may be supposed to be better,

Jjudges than the commons, becatze they are the King’s heteditary |

conpsellors 1o all eur foreign affairs, of any importance, which

are generally the cause’ of a0 ex(raordinary. supply _becoming

necessary ;. therefore po supply can be grauted by the house ‘of
commons without. their consenti' for if 1t he asked when the
do not thiok it ecessary, though it has been granted, and’ the
bill for raising it, prepared and’passed by the house of com-
mops, the lords may preventa shilling of the money being
raised, by refusing to pass the bill; T
“But g3 to the abilities ofthe people to raise the sum requi-

red, and gs to the methods for raising it, that may be the least '

inconvenient or burthensome upon the people, who are to’ pay"
much the greatest part of the mogey, our nobles have now so

little cobnection with the people, and are so seldom resident at’ .

their seats jo the country, that they can ot be supposed to have
avy knowledge : at least, they can not be supposed- to be so
good judges as the representatives of the people, who, by * law,
aught to be residents ia the counties or places they’ represent,
a0d by their,connections with the people in every‘county, city,.

aad borough, of the kingdom,must be vell acquaintéd with their ©
clreumstances; nay, if they are not chosen by the most barefa-

oei‘ b:ibery aud corruption, which it is the duty, sud Teally the’
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interest, both of the Aiag and nobles to prévent, they muist na-
turally have aregard for the people they Tepresent, and thére-
fore they will always be eXtremely cautious of subjecticg themn

-

to any expense, or to any incouvenience, unless it be absolatély 5
pecessary for the public good, L 1 .
«“Hence 'we may see, that this difference betweed the laws 'of N
England, and ‘the laws of Taxation is founded upon  fhie véery i
nature of our constitution ; and heace'we may see the wisdom -
of those brave men, who, at the risk of life and fortine, under- %
took to extend the British dominiogs, by’ éé!ab)mhing coloniea ’
in America :' they consented that their posterity. should be
bound by the faws of Eogland, bechitée it is_the interest of ey &
ery British subject, that the kiog shohld be ebabled ‘to fulfil the
end to be obtained by those laws;, the more remote a man is
from the seat of governmeant, the more is it his interest that ,Ahe
king should: he epabled to do s0; but they did aot cosent tht
their posterity should be bouad by the Jaws’ of Taxation’s, on
the contrary, as their posterity were to have no represéntatives !
in the parliament of Englaiid, they justly suppased that by, the ‘
laws of England, by Magna Charter ifself,,aod the statute of 34 !
Edw. L their posterity cotild not be botiad by auy, such taxa- !

tion-laws; especially as they had expressly stipulated, that
their children and posterity, born in Aqléi'ida, should have snd
enjoy all liberties, franchises, aud immunities, of free denizens,
and natural subjects within any of the’ British 'domidions, and,
consequently, that they should oot be bouad by au{, Jaws _but
such as they had then, and such a thieir' pdsterity should after-
wards enact by themselves or their répresentitives, fo wliere
but in their own respective assemblies ; and thiréfore they din
not be bound by any law, but such a'one a3 may, io’ the most
proper manner, be deemed a law of Eogldod, i cer mid d
“Wheu we take this view of things, and remember that the
Americaos see them in their trie light, we cin ndt be éurprised
at the spirited opposition they liave' mdde-to’ ollr iade of taka:
tion, althoughiin the coursé of the couitést, many errors haye
been the consequencg, 4o less‘or the'other, thab on' this, side of
the water, I am; &c. . . G.?

-

s

1 have complied with Moderator’s requiesf, ib: the r‘epu,lmca?’
tion of this letter, although F'do'nbt thiok it very interesting’ in
the present! juaclure; and althiough there, dre several patts of it
by no ‘means applicable to-the political questionsthiat 'now, agi-
tate this‘couatry; and others that aré coutrovéitible of errope-
ous.. But'the principlés upon’ which 'thé _distinction’ bétween
money-bills, avd-thode whicli'relate to obijects’of génetal legis:
lature is' founded, appeas to'be well laid dotwn, and to be applis
cable to the interferences which' we bave seén'mide "theécgud-,'
cil, with the bills.of tﬁe'%yibly',‘ rélativeto tie "civildis” It
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B mway likewise give meon occasion, when leisure will permit, to
/ enquire into’the caubes aud motives, why that part of the 31
Geo. 111. which gives the power to the crown of creating an
q ‘heyeditary unobility jn Canada, that shall be hereditary council-
% lors, has vever been availed of 5 why the ancient French land-
) «d proprietors, who ought to have been the natmal and legiti-
i ‘ wate counterparts, fa this province, of the hoﬁse,o.f _lfn'ds 1z Eog-
4 1end, have not had (hat mark of confidence and distinetion, ex-
5 tended to them, which, when , that act was made, it was un-
}’{}} doubtedly in coutemplation, to have bestowed ,npon them, - I
g {Bat had been the case, we should never have seco that .eternal
?' struggle between the council aud the assembly that e have wit-
ng ) “néiged ; but iben too, the executive government would not have

had a sufficiently subservient couacil, as they now have, when
the members are ouly appoiuted for life 5 for sentiments, opin-
jops, ard court-devotion, cannot be txapsmitted, like Lonouis
and privileges, by bereditary descent.  We should then have
had 3res) and perfect model of the English constitution, w ith
jts thyee noble and ipseparsble branches, kivg, lords, and com-
mocs, whereas in truth, we have only two b anches and a stump.
or rather wo branches grown 1nld® ove, and overtoppig aod
smothering the other.  The reflectious that arise upon this sub-
ject, must however, be deferred, to a more euitable opportumty.
Inmy last, 1strongly veprobated that part of Mr. Hagerman's
speech at the meeting at Kiogstonin which he asserted, that “the
power that gave us a constifution had the power of takiug it a-
way” 1o the speech of his coadjutor Mr. Macaulay, the same
‘opinion, though stated less positively, appears, where he says,
«suyely the Imperial Parliament posscsses the power of, repeal-
jog ite own acts.” Yt can not be too often repeated, or too
stropgly inculcated on wen’s minds, on thus occasion, that the
pasliament can not morally, legally, or coustitutionally, . vepeal
1evoke, or soow), any grang thet they have made . they cas
not take away a charter (hat has beew given, nor avy cerpora-
1ion, por any exclusive privilege bestowed upon individuals o
¥England; can they take away the charter of the East India
Company, before its expiration? can they caucel the rights of
ihe coyporation of London ? Yet the propsictors of Esst India
stoek ave all virtually, and the ity of London absolutely, ve-
presented in parliament,end so might be said to have a voice in
their owp undeing, should such a supposed vepeal of their privi-
Yeges, be pgitated.  1f the parliament can not do these things,
and a thousand others that mightbe pamed, which affect the
rights of perseps, actually yepresenfed theve, & jortiori, they
2 pot do 5o, With regard to those who are pot oply pot re-
presented amongst them,but who have a separate Tepresentation
of their own, the only Jegaland proper o3gav, snd mode, by
: . whichto express thejrvsenﬁments,:gake alterations, if sy
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be advisable, m theis constituted form of govetument Mr.
Macaulay goes ot to say, that “it is not quitedecorous to'bring
against that august« assembly, charges of haviug “hbused that
powen” Had the parliament passed the union-bill [ for one;
declare they would have grossly abusedthat powey; but par-
hament, though very oear beiog takes by--surprise, althongh
they would hiave abased that power, would have only doue so tv
consequeuce of having been blinded by a set of inhiiguens,—-of
having beeniurged preciprtately into a measure that “compro-
mised ther own cousisteacy and diguity, as well as ‘lbe dearest
privileges of au entire pation, (for I am prepared to' defénd the
title of the Canadiaus to be'called a nation,) by s feit intevested,
‘undermining, individuals ; aud weuld have soon perceived their
error, and hdve retraced their steps. ‘But decorous or not,
whether the parliament abuse their'spower, ‘or the” slave-driver
his whip, 1o let a-fantastical iden’of decorum, preveat us from
calling thiogs by therr sight.cames, s only the “more.- criminal,
the greater, the more importart, aud the imore - extended, such
abuse of power is. ' This i no time for deceiving either our-
selves or the parliament, and itis a libel upon the good sense,
and political sagacity of tie British senate, to suppose thit they
will consider the strong ladguage of remonstrance that it' may
he necessary to use,worder to ward off the blows; ' that are
aimed at the vitals of the Canadian constitution, ésther’as dis-
respectful, or menacing ; itis a hbel to suppose that ticy are
not enlightened statesmen, and expericaced legislatory, sufficient
to percerve what it was that lost (he American colonifs, aswell
as the towering prospenity, aud elevated gravdeur, Great Brit-
ain would have attained, had she retaiped that station, as arbiy
tress, fostering protectress, and chief guide, over the rest of the
continent of America, which I trust, the temperance, justice; and
experience of lier councils, will log, lovg, maintain her in, o-
ver the northera part of this contineut. ' ’

I will oot follow - Mr. Macaulay at preseat, into any other
part of his harapgue; but as his, and Mr, Hagerman's, speech-’
es have been so ostentatiously printed, reprioted, extolled, and
beprased, whilst that-6f Mr. Dalton, at the same meetting, has
received no potice, I will here give an abstract of the latter,
and Jeave those who bave read the three, to form their judg-
ment of the whole. ~ T :

Mr, D. moved a resolution which, while it expresseda de-
sire of a union of the two Canadas with uniform laws, (except
in as far as would infringe upon the civil code now enjoyed by
the French Canadiaus,) ucited interests and combined resour-
ces, protested against such a union, and such a change of the
constitution, as was contained in the celebrated union-bill.—
This he prefaced with a speech, in which, in conformity with
the resolution, he, after expatiativg on what he considered as

a
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general argt iments, -upon which to found a wish for2 umon of
the two proaiaces, proceeded as follows+ - R
" aWe weite a long time amnused with the most agreeable ex-
pectations ¢)f a union, No talk but.about the bill for that pur-
pose, io the house of cowminons; at length; *wheo  expecta-
tion could risewo Jugher, out pop the heads of the bill, agd lot
snstead of tthe kindly greetings of angels.of ‘peace dad union,
we met the frowns of s congregation of demons, whose thuuder-
iog denuac.ations fill us with horror and dismay. - Why, it hath
pever been iin contemplation to unite the Canadas. * It has been
all ahoax., These grioning monsters, called the heads of the
bifl, ave uodemable witnesses of the fact. Uniont Union, doth
got kill: 1 wion doth not andermine and destioy; it renovates
and impar s strength and vigour to the body politic. '~ There-
fove, I say,, 1t hath not been contemplated to unite the two pro-
vinces of (Janada. The bill that has heen so unwarily enter-
tained in tihe Bhuitish house of commons, has been sickoamed
«g bill for rc-uniting-the provieces of Upper and Lower Can-
ada® It hasno. such object; neither had its projectors;
who I shrewdly suspect do not live on: the other side of the
Atlantics « for [ venily believe, that:no Enghshman® of the -
present day, could so shock the understacdiogs of maokind, as
to foist wto a bsll, purportiog to be a bill of upion,clauges which
aim a morial blow at the root-of every good thatis fondly
cherished by a free and enlightened people. Is it not our prde
and our boast, that we enjoy a happy and = gloreus constitu-
tion, a constitution that ensures to us the safety of our per-
sons and property, a free enjoyment of ouv religious pruci-
ples, and a full, fair, and free 2epre<entation in the house of as-
gembly ? 'What shall we say then, of a bill that mangles.every
feature of this glorious palladium of our Jiberties?  Shall we
<all it a bill of re-union, say rather it is a bill 6f dis-union, a
bill of destruction, the extinguisher of every manly and exalt-
ed feeling; abill for the introduction of slavery and oppression
into these fair xegions. One of its clauses; elongates the term,
already too loog, of the duration of+parliament, thereby -
creasiag its susceptibility of corruption;:avother disqualifies
four-fifths of our preseot representatives for being re-elected,
and puts us to our trumps to find any future representatives at
all; apother appoiats an assembly for a year, of the very mep
30 disqualfied, thus quahfying aud disqualify:ng at pleasure ;
another. manifests distrust of this disqualified, qualified, assem-
bly, and in contempt of every sacred right, seizes oo the reve
euue, and keeps fast hold of if for three years, without the con-

¥ ery. true, Mr. Daltan, the, orgingl draft, I dare say,
may, be foundn some old dusk, in St. Gabriel-Strect, Montreal,
belonging to.some of the Bcotch, clan that have they heud.
quarters there,
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seot of those who pay it ; another coofers on us the privilege
of being taxed by foreigners, and enhances its value, by allow.
ing us to tax them io return; this, no doubt, is by way of rais-
ing a handsome reveoue, and puts me forcibly io mind of those
races that !take place in Scotland, called cadger’s races, in
which each competitor rides his opponent’s horse, and the last
in, wins the race. _Another clause, gives to the two provinces
one parliament, and two executives, and to this proviuce in par-
ticular, the supreme felicity of being the perpetual minority in
that parliament : apother clause takes from us our elective
franchise, for it facetiously enacts that the governor shall place
Jour men at arms in the cootemplated pitiful assembly, to as-
sist in its deliberations. 'This above il others, is the clause
that makes me entertain a sort of positive assurance that no
Englishman was the projector of this bill. Such a suggestion
was befitting the times of our cighth Harry. Perdition seize
the wretch who would assim ilate with his, these times of George
the fourth. This infamous clause is the rank emapation of
some machinating, some besotted, junto, festering in the bowels
of our land, gaping to prey upon the vitals of the country that
hath pursed them. Oh! that the indecent miscresnts who
have dared to propese to an independent people, to become
paoders to their own infamy, could be dragged from their
coverture, and exposed to the light, that their names might
be ruog through the world, with blasting soued, till time
ghall be no more. Barter our elective franchise! nay,
throw it away, for we are offered nothing in exchange, but the
pitiful privilege of playing at tax and retax, or'what may be
otherwise termed cutthroat, with our brethren of the Lower
Provioce. It may be teld us, that our elective franchise re-
maios untouched by this nicknamed bill. It is true we can still
elect, but, mark, how ineffectual is our election rendered by this
diabolical clause, which places four executive spies in the house
of assembly, to controul and direct its proceedings. to suggest
expedients, to propound questions, and FRAME THE READY AN.
8WERS, 2o wheedle, cajole, to bribe, to intimidate, by turns.—
“Wolves select,” official pilots, sworn to conduct the crazy
barque, through dumb shew and noise, to the appoioted.haven.
“Who 5o gross as not to scc this palpable device” Again I
repeat the mounstrous insult upon our understandiogs, contained
in the bill, have not originated io an English house of com-
mons, oor with his majesty’s mivisters, but with serpents nour-
ished in our own bosom, who have told the confiding govera-
ment at home, that this bill would cloy with gladoess every
rreature in the two provioces.

“Then watch, O, watch the crafty knaves,
Like rats the structure undermining ;
Who, with intent to make us slaves,

Some pew device are ever enining.”
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1t was g;xu)d of the government, to shew stich “prompjoess o
Zeant us wihat they were told would ﬁll_ us with joy; it is ' the
fullest evid.cace ot their readmess to Ieg:slgte for our happigess’
but we havid, bad a narrow escape from being killed with their
kmduess ; §or it fs evident that, but for, the penetration of Sir
James Macintosh, aud some other members 6f the Youse, {ope
of whom called the bill by 18 proper name, “an iufamous hill,”)
it would cextainly have passed, with all its horrors, and we
should have beexr kicked out from the pale of liberty, and‘cog-,
sigued to evirlastiog degradation. Let us thus give our unt
feigned thaoks to\Sir James Maclntosh,end those who suppoit. -
ed hum, and also {o His Msjesty’s Ministers, for their ready’
acquiescence with)the reasonable suggestion, that time should
be allowed to ascextdin the sense of tiie Canadian people before
1ke passing af the bill. © Wheu any ritiona¥stheme 15 devised
by which the interest of these-now contending'provinces, can be
npited and consolictated, by which we can be madé'one Coun-
try,one people, aclknowledging one God, one king, onelégiglg.
tite, enc exceutive,, one judiciary, and as maoy religions s we
please, and which wiill secure to us the'full enjoyment of all ol
ughts and pnvileges, as guaranteed''by our present enviable’
constitution, then. I: trust the people of both provinces will zesl'
ously cooperate in so hallowed a desigo. - Common sense makes
obvious the way,*—~may it speedily bc' followed, but in the
mean time better .~ .- T e
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It is for us a subject. of rejoicing, 'that the Lower . Canadians-
are as sensible of the blessings of our glorious ~constitution” as
ourselves ; that they ave as much terrified at the .ghastly heads -
of the bill a3 weare § this gives us an earnest of future harmo.” >
ny, and proves theg 1 a people worthy: of the bleseings they en-
Joy, with whom it w lould be:an henourto join in the bonds of
unicn. How to effect this great and important object, T must -
here remark, shonlc| unceasingly occupy the thoughts. of* Ris ~
Majestys ministers, until it be accomplished. Then may they
-erect ap altar to gratitude, on which a generous, brave, and -
loyal people, will praur ‘abundant incense.. Then':may .Great -
Britain exclaim 1 with pride and exnltation, “as many men in
Canada, so many " zealous champions-fn our causeti .~
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* A federal u wion of all the Bratish’ North dwnericar colo-
nies in @& geneval vepresentatwe Councily or Congressymot o' le
&uslatwe umon g) “any two of them,scems to be the only means of
Smoothing all dyfj fcullies, and drawing claser the bands mwhich
hold the colonies, and the parent-stale together, Experientin
docet, : - L. LM,
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