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Vou. I] MonTagar, THUSDAY, 3d Arrir, 1823. [No. 24,

» > Graviorem amissa dolorem
Quam necdum guesita, movent. Craubian,

1f wealth and liberty have once been our’s,
T js worse to lose, thau never to have had them,

Intending to take up the questions both of the anti-commes.
cialspinit that has ' been imputed to the Canadians, and that
whether commerce ought or ought oot tb be an object of the
first consideration in these provinces, X inserted io No. 18 a
letter relative hereto which had appeared in the Canadian Spec.
lator; and in order to keep the object in view, and epable me
in a future number, to enlarge upon it, with more data hefore
ry readers, I now copy a second letter of the same writer from
the same paper.
Maz. EpiTon,

In my last communication whicli you was kind enough to iu-
sert in yonr useful and 1ateresting paper, I alluded to the ioju-
rious consequence to this provisce from the wact of the fur-
trade ; even as 1t was before the junction of the two companies.
To give you and your 1eaders an idea of the injury to the
provinces that the loss of the fur-trade has produced, I have
made a hasty, but, I beleve a preity correct, statement of its
value. If incorrect, the error will be found to be against the
provinces, and [ will leave the commercial unionists to say,
whether the movers of the union-bill have not galoed sufficient-
ly by that law, without giving them an opportunity of seizipg
upou some other parts of our exports jo the same maoner.

In companing the exports of furs for several years back, I
God that of the year 1813 to come nearest to an average : the
imports solely for that trade, the year preceeaing, 1 shall state
from the best information I have been able to collect.

Value of exports by custom-house returnsat Que- L s d

i

bec, amount in London 101,905 15 7
Imports by the North West Company iu 1812,
for these returns 22,000.

Tmports by other individuals for the sup-
Ply of posts not depending on that ‘
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concern 5,000
27,000 0 ¢
in our favour with England, 474,995 15 7
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Value of exports to the United States,
notwithstending the war with that

couatry ] 25864 19 4
Import of tobacco brought ia the
—year before 1,000 A s d.
— 24,864 19 4
Makiog the sum of 490,860 5 %

Sterling nore of exports than imports, which was about one
fifth of the value of the imports for the two provinces and the
adjoimiog States,

‘The total amount of ouifits in 1812, for the returos of 1813,

1 shall compute at £150,030 00
Fiom which deduct value of exports

from Epgland £ 27,600
And from the States 1,000

———— 28,000 © 0

e

Leaves the sum of , £122,000 0 *
Expended 1o this and the Upper province, for articles requi-
red tor that trade, transportation, provisions, hquors, {lugh
*wives) clerks, salaries, &c.

Another ipjury that the country has sustained is the depen-
dence that we arenow plased (in) for these articles, which are
80 essentially necessary for our winter-comfort, oo England,
and the Unifed States, to the amouut of pearly £15,000,

Canit be said from this exposé, thatsuch animportant part
of our exports could _be of no consequence, as it was in the
bands of an opponent company ? but will you not admit that
£89,000, and more, which the individuals bad to draw from
Eogland to meet the expenses requited and expended in this
country, was not a help to others in different branches of trade?

-Besitles this, will it not be admitted, that the persons concerned
in the present furtrade can have no wish to see this province im-
prove, but the contrary ? It is evident that as long as the Low-
er province yemains in a state of wilderness, the better will be
that trade; the wild apimals will never come near au babita-
tion; and trom this 1 must fofer in part, the opposition that
our house of Asserobly has (have) metin all her (their) pro-
posed improvements. 1 canpot, and will not, believe, that it
was the intention of government to uaite the provinces, but that
itwas the intention of self-interested men. X have no doubt
that Lord Londonderry’s expression, “that the goveroment had
to mterest {coucern) i the proposed messure, is evident proof
of it. 1 would now ask the movers of this union-ball, will you

* There are numerical errors w.the original here, which I
have corrected.
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g1ve up your puvilege of the fur-trade, if all parties join youmn
demanding the union, as you proposed it, with all its infamous
appendages? Do you thiok they would, Mr. Edilor ? I doubt
it their avidily for money is above patviohsm. Let the mer-
canhle unionsts weigh these facts ip thewr minds, and the ivjury
they, as well as the country, have sustamed by the furtrade law,
aud see whether they are oot taking a wrong part, ass this case
I consider the sanction of the oge, to be also that of the other ;
beivg moved and brought by the same persoos. This act'will
shew the people on the other side of the Adtlantic, the pusilanim-
My of eur untonists who are always ready to swallow every
thing that is proposed from a certain quarter.

1 hope winle our legislators are taking the Canadian trade
bill isto consideration, that they will use their influence to have
ibat disgraceful law repealed.” The fur-trade before the con-
quest of the country wasfree and should be sostill, and ought
to belong to its inhabitants, where the profits would be employ-
ed 10 makmg improvements, instead of being speut abroad. Tt
15 to that free trade that we are indebted to (ior) the numerous
screntific  discoverias that have been made 1a this country.

You’s tifl avother moment o
ANTI-COMMERCIAL.

Though the above writer is not clear o "al he says, and is
mistaken 1o ove or two instaoces, paticularly where he consid-
ers the balance arising from the fur-tradein favour of this
country as being all expended in it, (in which, indeed, he coptra-
dicts mmself, when be speaks of the profils arisiog from it being
spent abroad; )yet his geveral views of the injurious tendency
of the fur-trade law, with respect both to this country, and the
traders who resort huther, as wellas of the perfectly selfish and in-
terested motives upon which the proposers of the Unioa-bill, and
the proposers of the fur-trade.mff, whom he properly identifies
as ooe and the same set, have always acted; are consonant with
these I entertain, and mean to enlaxge oo, when opportunity
permits. L. L. M.

REMARKS ON THE POST-OFFICE ABUSKS, AND REVENUE
{ Contnued. )

The third mode, namely, to petition the Imperial parifament
to make the necessary alterations in the statutes relative to the
post-office, would, undoubtedly, not only be the most respect-
ful, but also the most advisable, (for it would not destroy the
abstract right of effecting those alterations, which, if ncedbe, X
contend, exists in the provincial government, no more than pe-
litioning the Imperial parlisment to preserve our constitution
invielate, would affect the right we bave to deny the power of
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that parliament to take away that constitution,} were it pot for
the long delay that must necessaily attend such a proceeding,
as well as the total uncertamty of its final success : a delay and
uucertainty which are wholly incompatible with the onerous
existence of the abuses that are daly felt by individuals, and
the Joss of money that 13 thus wruog from every ciass of the
commupity bere, and cent home to pay pensioners and place-
men with whom we have nothing to do.

Upon the whole therefore, the second suggestion, namely,
the establishment of a concurrent provincial post, is that which
seems to me, most politically advisable to be followed, as well
a8 most likely to produce an early and decisive remedy of the
grievances to which I have called the atteutions of the public,
and of the legislature

‘The subject is not yet exhaugted. The anomaly of the ex-
istence in a country having a lezislature of its own, of a privi-
ilege that is intended for the sole benefit of the revenue m ap-
other; aod a power that has been exercised with capricious
despotism ; 18 a circumstance that must stuke every oune with
its daogerous tendency ; particularly as that priviledge, and
that power, as well as the persons exercisig them, can notbe
questioned, alteved, cootrouled, or punished, in case of mal-
versation and abuse, by any authority here; for the governor
himself has no power to 1emove or change, even a letter-carri-
er.

My private complaints of the misconduct of the deputy-post-
master-general, and his agents, are before the public; and ev-
ery day adds to my knowledge of the aibitrary and unprir.ci-
pled mode in which he exercises lis deputised power; farther
instances of which [ adduce in a pote.¥ 1Is such a man, or

* The letter which I mentioned iz No. 79 of the Seribbler, as
having been opened at the Quebee post office, was lamely excu-
sed as having been opencd under pretence that, should there have
been auy bank nolesin i, they nught have returned them to
the right owner.  Now I tell them that I know that Mr. Cowan
was the person whe opened the letter, and the real cause why he
did so, and BIr. Sutherland hunself took a copy of u, which he
now holds  Other letlers are missing from the Quebec post-of-
fice, both commumcations from correspondents, and lellers of
bustness ; and one or two I haverecerwed that, having been ore-
ginally scaled mth wafers, have been opened and sealed agan
with wax, with the inpression of a quarter dollar ; whick let-
ters, my correspondents anform me, had nothing but the wafer
n them when put wnto the post-gffice.  Cilrzens of Quebec ' you
know enough of me to Jenow that my words, are the words of
truth, and mlpass current where the oaths of others particul ar-
Iy of such men as Mr, Sutherland (whereby hangs a tale whach
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those of his satellites who are willing to obey his dictates te
have the power uf controuling the press, of prying mfo family
aud commercial seciets, with unpunity . for 1t must be remen-
bered that, as before sard, the post-office acts, as they pow
stand, give no power to the public, however mach they may
suffer by their acts, to prosecute them for them. 'The govern-
or has oo legal controul over them ; the governor can not re-
move, or punish them; and who wHl say that the tardy, weff-
cient, and circuitous mode of making repesentations thro’ the
goveraor, to the goverameut at home. or to the pestanaster-
generalsu England, isa pioper remedy lor such abuses —
Whilst those representattons are on the way, or being taken in-
to consideration, the ahuse 15 gemg on, creasng, growing
worse and worse ; and | perceive that I am not the ouly editor
that has to complan

T'he provincial parliament is oow closed; therefore no le-
gislative measures cag be pursued; but 1 sincerely hope the
question will be causidered, iu all its beariugs, before the next
session; and that it will be tekeo up then, uot ns a matler of
private grievance and oppression (m which I have probably
placed 1t 1n too prominenta pomnt of view, for every ove gives
more weight to his own concerns than to ethers,) but as one
essentially affecting the 1ights and wmterests of the whole com-
munty, the liberty of the press, and the revenue of the coun-
ry.

y[n the mean time, however, 1 throw out the hint whether the
provincial laws relative to the regulations of lz poste, may got
enable a public spirited body to estabhsh a private communi-
cation for the conveyance of letteis and papers throughout
Canada, for hirc; which would answer the purposes of the
measure 1 have recommended, vamely a pronncial post ; and 1

will probably be told at the next criminal court) moll not be be-
licved. I ask you, ought you, or any one, ever agam to entrust
a letter m such hands?

Anolher anstance of undistinguishing and shameful conduct,
connected with the poss-office department, 1s this 1 have already
publicly denounced, Horace Dickenson, the proprietor of the
marl stage, between Kingston and Montreal, as one of M.
Sutherland’s cowardly slaves. Not long azo,a trunk, directed
to a gentleman at Kengston, was laken lo the stage-house, and
refused Lo be formarded, because it happened to be bronght there
by the man who 1s in the hebit of dstribntivg the Scribhler,—
Next day the person who sent 12, went Lo remonstrate on the sub-
Ject, and was told that 1t should not go formard at all, unless it

was opened aod searched to see if there were any Scribblers in
it! Qught not such a*cullronly’knave,” to be exposcd, kaoted at,
and deprived of every honest man's countenance and custom ?
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am confident that the acls jof parliament by wlich Mr, Suthei-
Jand may suppose he has power to prosecute those who do
cogvey letters by any other means than the government post-
office, will uot be fonnd efficient to egable lum to succeed n
auch prosccutions, should he be so ill-advised as to institute
them.

g:zfmc I quit the subject, although I am sevsible I have ex-
(cuded 1t to rathey au immoderate lengih, I would call attep-
won too to the power which, according to the present system,
one wdividual at Quebec has, totally to prohibit the receival
or circulation of amy Amencan papers 1 Canada; 1t is of
Lourse an extreme case to put, but as 1t1s 10 Jus power to doso
as much to afl papers, as he has to the Secribbler, 1 am author-
ised to suppose it. Would the editors of the Amernican papers
ait down quetly with then loss, and allow the Buitish deputy-
post master, to curtail them ol so fair a portion of their profits ?
Upon a rough calculabon, formed on the best data I have, 1
cstunate the avpnal sum drawn fiom the British provinces foy
papers and periodical publictatons (all cqually lable to the
despotic veto of one man, ) in the United States at 42,000 dol-
lats: (m which T have included my own two at 3,000.) Ifa
gencral sweeping act ot paihament were made to prohibit the
importation of such commodities, for o this place we must view
them m the hight of an article of traffic, the United States could
not complaw ; it would be an internal regulation with which
they would have no right to interfere; and all they could do,
would be to devise some countervmling measure to cripple o
prohbit the importation fiom England of petiodical works,—
But, if it be merely the act of an individual, 1 conceive they
would have full 1ight toremonstrate agawstit, & require its re-
form. Now the guestion arises, if such a general interdiction
of all American papers as I have supposed, would give them
thiat right, does aot, upon a panty of ressoning, the indiviual
interdiction of one give the same right, if that one should think
it advisable to apply to the Exccutive government of America
on the subject? Sed verbum non amplius addam. L. L. M.

The sessions of the provincial parhaments in both provinces,
beiog vow closed ; 1 purpose giving a general review of that of
Lower Oapada; a detail of what has been done, and what has
not been done and some remmks upon the events and circum-
stances attending the session, as they come under retrospect.—
In the mean time, the debates in the House of Assembly of
Upper Canada, on the question of the union, being remarkably
interesting in their bearing and relation towards the iohabitants,
1terests, and prospects of the Lower proviuce, I proceed to
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meke some occasional extracts from them, which I consider as
being erther particularly deseiving of permanent record, or ot
public ammadversion.

In No. 19 I remtarked upon the mode in which the House
there had got rid of the motios 10 .appot a reporter ; consid-
ering that the plan stated to have been adopted, was “pugatory,
deceptive, and destrucuve of 118 professed object.” 1 do not
know the exact details of that plan; bnt 1 can not but candidly
confess that its visible effects 1n the detailed, and generally well
reported,debates of the House, that are publishedia the Upper
Caoada papets, are very dsfferent trom what I batt expected;
and that it has therefore apswered the purpese as well as,or bet-
ter thao, the appoiniment of sn official reporter would have
done, 'Phus much 1 justice, and in retractation of my opinion.

In justice too to Col Nichol,I can not avoid giving the close
of one of his speeches; which displays sentiments of a free and
#ndependent spint which it were desirable were oftener to be
found 10 the deeds,as well as in the mouths,of the unionist-party.

“To conclude, he implored the house to weigh well the cou-
sequences of the vote they were about to proneuace ou this im-

.portant question, to divest themselves of all selfish feehngs, 1o
consider 1t mevely with refereuce to the politicel connection be-
tween Canade and the pavent state, and to the coostitutions]
rights of its inhabitants; in se doing, he was satisfied they
must vote for the union—an union of the provinces, upoa con-
stitutional principles, preserving ummpaired the provisions of
the 31st Geo. XIT by which the rights of each province were
protecied— was the only measwie by which, he coocerved, Up-
per Canada could be freed from galling and degrading depend-
ence upon Lower Caneda, and by which their constituents could
retain the importaut right of raisiog and appropriatiog their own
money. Let not the House on this occasion be misled by what
vas called the favourable operation of the trade-act, viz : the
certaioty of revenue from Lower Capada, to yield up 2 most
important privilege. Money we comparison wih constitutional
righls, was a dross ; sud he hoped that the House would not,
on this occasion, barter their hberty fer a mess of poitage, or
sacrifice the independence of the province for filthy lucre.”

A kind of bird’s eye view into futurity was hkewise givea by
that gentleman and some others, which so plainly hints at the
supposed necessity that must arise for the pohtical independ-
ence, as a soverelgo state or states, of both Upper and Lower
Caoada, that 1t may be well for ministry at home to perceive
the leaven that is working ip the ‘miods of .both unionists and
anti-unionists, and adopt their measures accordiogly; so as to
hestow, 10 good season, such boons upon these British North
American possessionz, as may ¥aise them to the rank they as-
pire too, without destroying their conaection with, allegiance

~
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to. or attachment for, the metropolitan und 1mperial state, of
{which they desire to be members, without being its vassals,

Speaking of the Upper proviuce Mr. Nichel eaid; “Lower
Cauadais situated between us 3ud the sea, inhabited by a peo-
ple principally of foreigu extraction, and exceediogly jealous
and apprehensive of Enghsh preponderancy—thcy were rapid-
ly wnsreasing in numbers and would sovn become power; ul,—
Ought therefore the rise of a foreigo state to be viewed without
apprehension, which might intercept all communication with the
mother country, and force the Upper Casadians, io the event
of Gireat Britain beiog agaip engaged in a war similar to the
last, to engage i a civil war, in which they might perhaps be-
coine tributary to their fellow subjects, or be compelled to jown
the American Slates »

Mr. Hagermaa declared that “no man who had traced the
history of any couutry could suppose that the Capadas were
forever to remain the provinces of an empire No, although
he tiusted he should not live to see the day, when the powerful
influence and support of the British crown should be withdrawn
from this favoured part of His Majesty’s dominions, yet he
could not digguise from himselfthat the day must come when
the connection would be dissolved, and when that day did arrive,
uuless Upper Canada was to remain a colouy of the now sister .
province, they must be found united in feeling and sentiment, as
well as in mterest.  There vas now as distinct a difference
betweee the people of the two provinces,as there was between
the people of Lower Canada, and these of the United Slates.
To remove tlus distioction, the oly effectual way, he conceiv-
ed, was to resort to an Union, which would gradually remove
the differences wlich now existed, and gwe us strength to de-
fend and suppor? ovrselves.

(To be contnucd.)
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