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So witch, with jealous cave, the frechorn State;
When once 't is open'd wide, then precedent’
Sweeps boldly, headlong, down the steep descent
And dire the labour hard, and great tie cost,
E'er to regain what freedom thus has lost,
‘ Although'mucii of tha substance of the following latter fits
been anticipated in the reasonings given by a contemporary po-

" Jitical writer (eee Canadian Spectator ol the 22d Jan.) the civ-

il list, aud the variols bearings in which the measures to be’a
dopted on that subject, both by the Executive, and by the Le-
gislature, are so momentous, that I prefer giving it entirc,

'

1

Mz. Maccunron, o
In your l4st no. {14) a fear is expressed of something insidi.

ous turking uader Wat parl of the Governor's speech w which
he amnounces his integtion of submitting to the House an esti-
mate,for the year,ot the expenses of local establishments and ob-
jects of public charge, for which he calls upon them, to provide
according to the principles stated by him 1 his message o/ Feb.t.
1 certainly conceive that if there were no latent views ndden
under this expression, it would bave been laid down with more
precision, what those principles were ; and the sgntence appears
to me to be a kind of diplomatic shpknot, a playing at fast aad
loose, in order to souud the feelings of -the - Assembly o1 the
-subject, and 10 aol accordingly. With this view of the mat-
ter, I think it also one of regret, that the House did nok in s
reply make some allusion to the principles upon which. they
were expected to act io granting supplies, and those ypon which
the Goveraor has acted, or meant {o act, io appropriating mo-
nies withio his reach to such purposes as he may thuk &, ios
depeadent of any vote of the house: g syatem which, it appears
10 me, that part of his message was meant to insiguate the adop-
tion of. ‘The whole, however, is of s0 vague a character, aod
so ambiguously expressed, that we sre only lelt to conjecture
what the inteations of the Exectigve are, ki that 1espec!,matea
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‘of seeing them manfully laid open,and candidly commupicated,
without having recourse to that finesse and caution, which may
be necessary, as is alledged, in the intercounise between negocia-
tors of hostile nations, but can not becomie that betweew the gov-
ernors apd the goverved, ina fiee country. . Nor shell we
have a much clearer view of the matter, if we refer to that mes-
sage itself; which was as follows :

“The governor in chief, at the close of the last session, point-
ed out the difficulties winch would follow from waut of the u-
sual appropriations of public monies to meet the public expendi-
ture,and particularly stated that the government tvould be left
without the pecupiary means which its exigeucies would iudis-
.pensibly require, if he did vot advance” them on his owo per-
sonal respounsibility. '

“Accordingly the Goveinor in chief did so advance the dif-
ference between the amougt of the Royal Reveoue which was
placed athis disposal. and the total amount of the civil expeun-
diture of the province ; and he called upon the Assembly by
message of the 8th January last, to make good this differ

-eace. -

" “The Governor in chicf, therefore, docs not putin question the
+constitultonal principle whick directs the application of public

monies, by the Governor w chuef, to the purposes for which they
are appropriated ; He has relied with confidence upnn the faith
of the Assembly, which was pledged to pay the civil expeadi-
ture of the province, and in the firm belief that he should act
§u conformity to the wishes of the legislature, he took upon
himself this great respousibility, in order to prevent consequen-

—ces equally distressiog to individuals, aud ruinous to the gene-
+ ol interests of the province. _

“By the proceedings of the present session, circumstauces ave
wmateriaily changed. 1t will not now. be in the power of the
Goverpor in chief, to make lusther advances, nor will it be
consistent with his duty to venture a greater stretch .of ryespon-
sibility. He thercfore mforms the Assembly that ke will apply
the Terntorial and Casual rcvenues, fines, rvents. and profits,
whach were reserved to, and belonged to, His Most Chrishan
Majesty before and at the tune of the conguest and surrender
of Canada to His late Majesty the king of Great Britaan ; The
monies raised by Statutes of the Tmpertal Parlicment ; and the
sum of Fuwethousand pounds sterling, rarsed by the Provencial
statute, 35 Geo ITII Cap 9, towards defraying the expenses in
support of His Majesty’s cunl government, and which arenot
connected mith the admnstration of justice.

* %3hould there be any surpius remaining after the payment
of these expeoses, the Governor in -chief will then upply that
surplus towards defraying the expepses of such local estab-
lishments, and objects of public charge, 8s form no part of His
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P
Majesty’s ¢ivil government; and are vot copnected with the ad-.
minstration of justice. . Co ' %
- % Ihe Qovernor in chief does not, however, flatter himself
that there'will bé'any such surplus ; he therefose calls upon the.
Assembly for the supply vecessary for defraying the several ex..
peuses of those different local establishments ‘and objects of
public charge, to which he has referred, and which appear hy-
the expenditure of Iast year, which he has cansedito be laid be-
Jorethe Assembly in this'sesmon, will amouotto shout thirty-
fiye thousand pouads, including the expenses of the legislature, ’
and of the collection of the public revenue, -
«The Governor 1 cluef deems 1t lus ndwpensible ‘duty to.
add,that,if these supplies are not granted,he will liave no means-
to defray the expenses of these local, establishments and objegts*
of public charge, except when payment has been provided by
specific appropriations.” J roT
1 have capied the whole of this message, s it may be consid-
ered as.part of the Gavernor’s opeuing speech of the presedt-
session : and it implies, first: that the Governor will not admit
that the Assembly ought to call in question -the constitutional
pruuciple whether he has, or has pot,a right to apply the public
wonies to the public services for which they may have been ap-
propriated,in the quantums and modes which he thioks proper.
Next that, in default of supplies being granted by the Assembly,
heis the judge from what funds, and '1a what way, the public
exigencies shall be supplied, and that he bas aright to pay the
kiog’s servants, in preference to public charges that come up-
der the designation of local or provincisl establishments. And.
from the epeech itself, it would seem moreover, that it is pog
the intention of the Executive to submit to the House of Assem-
bly, any other estimate “than those for local: establishments ;
meaning this to use its own pleasure in appropriating the duties
paid by the proviace at the port of Quebec, excepting only
what may'have been setapart for such local purposes.
. T'hus the Executive would assume the power of makiog use
of what portion it pleases of the people’s money, without the
consent or coutroul of the people’s representatives, paying such
officers as it pleases, makiog Jacks of some, and Jills of others,
payng them what sums it'pleases, aod for what periods it plea- ¥
ses, and leaving such matlers uopravided for 8s it plenses.— 4
“This system would be so repugnaut to all English feeling of N
right that we need only look at what it would produce, to u. “5“33
nite i exccrating, and resisting it to the utmost of our power.- 2
The Iwperial parlinmeot would, under such a system, impose .
takes upon the goods consumed by the people of thrse provin- 5
ces, without any. sgent or representative at home,_on the part )
of this country,without allowing them e give,or ¢cven haveano- 'j
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jstended ; aud that too, perliaps, at {ize seciet ivstigation of two
or hree men, falsely desiguating themselves as representativee
of the commercial 1oterests' of Canada, whercas they nay, per.
haps, be no ‘othrer than annterested portion of .that parf of the
trading communuty of Loudon, that supply our wants with goods,
as you Jiave before obsexved, :Mr. Macculloh, manygactured
Jfor expertation. W), notwithstanding 1hey have. not been’
heardt on the subject, yet these tuxes are cheerfully paid by the
peaple, 1w full confidence that they will ke permitted-to instruct.
therr represcntatives to Jay out their produce in the best way
jo1 the advantage of the country. But ne, the Goveroor, ‘ap-
pointed by the exown, takes as much of these faxes as he thinks
fit; the yepucentatives of the people are to hgve ne vaice in
thep distnbution, though for fornr’s sake they may be permitted
a Jond ‘of half privilege in appropiiating cne large sum as de-
mondcd by the Esecutive to the civil list, and that for the
king's We {a thing unheard of before in any colony or pro-
vince ;) it 18 the Goverpor whe is to distribute the sums e
tahes out of the public'chest, ashe thinhs proper, to pay his
own eivil'dist, including his own salary, without the cousest or
contioul of the commons. X

Pcople in England do rot koow hew this system would ope-
rate, o1 the voice of the country would be raiced in the Imperi-
al parliament, against so gieat a violation of the most sacred
constitutions] principles of Euglieh legislation as is. contemplat-
edhere. Let us ecapitulate the march of affairs, as they
would ge on, if the views of the party who [projected the Ut-
jon, as the meaus of quashing all opposition to the civil list for
life, succecd. .

Ergland1aises a revenuc out of the province without its cou-
seot.  T'he government at home appoints the goverror, and
et of our public officers, in fact almost the wholeof those
who form the cwil establishment of the province : the Gevern-
o1 hicre claims to poy that exwil establishment iu what form and
manuer he pleases, or may be ivstructed -by ministers, out of
those revenues., without allowing the 1epresentatives of the peo-
ple a voice in the mstler : the mimsiry at bowme, vestrained in
their patronage, and ciréumseribed in the means of rewarding,
or bnibirg, their dependents, look to the Jarge revenue derived
fiom the people of this province,as a liandy resaurce, to supply
those purposes which the jealousy of the Englich - House of
Conmons would ot sanction: one fiiend is cominated to one
cfiice upon our civHl liet;'another to another ; perhaps a new
and sinecwe office ereated ; ox the salary of an old: office sug-
wented, is orderto come up to the demsnds, or expectations,
of this or that tool, who iste te recomyenced,or silenced, and
whe can ot be provided for at home~—all 1ins combines to form
o previveia) €3vi) Jisls-the goverror juts his hard into the puk-
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lic purse here, and pays all these men : the Assembly can not
coutroul him- the civil list, liablethus to be a ready means of

assisting a minister, who may desire to oppress ‘and.enslave the ' -

people of England, as well as the people of the colonies,'is .
woreover cxpected to be for life; that is, not for the life of the
incumbents, (more properly perhaps to be called incumbran-
ces,) but for the life ot:His Majesty ; thus shewwg that it is not .
the ‘wants of the public that the winistry have an eye to, but n
permacent revenue, unquestioned and uacontrouled, not oaly
by the proviacial parliament here,but also by the Imperial pai-
liament in Eogland ; for oo account of it would be rendered to
either, Is oot this a moustrous case, and oue that neither he
public bere can submuit to, nor the public in Eogland ever. if
they once perceived the effect it must have, can tolerate ?
But I cootend further, Mr. Macculloh, that by granting the ,

civil list for life, the parhument of E.ower Capada would be
activg contrary to the e xample, io defiavce of the ussges, and in-
imical to the principles of the House of Commons in Englaad.
1tisa most ustenable argument to. say that becawse the cisil
list of. England is graoted to the king for life, that therefore the
cwl list of Canada ought to be so. _ Were they even perfect-
Iy analogous, the consequence would oot hold good 5 for what
in a large state might be politically and economically proper,
might be the reversein a small one, Let 2 nobleman commit
to his steward the arxangement, examination, and payment of
his domegtic expenditure, and require from the man he con-
fides in pothing but an account of the gross sums paid for the
various departmens of his household ; but ought a man ofa
small income, and of precarious resources to do the same ? It.
is his business, to see to his owo expenditure, to check, exam.
ine,and pay his own tradesmen’s bifls,ancl ot to be content with
grosssums, but pry into all items. But the casts arevota-
valogous; the items that form the civil list at home, are widely
different from those that.form the civil list here, Morcover
the English parliament always annually vote the supplies to de-
fray the expenses of the civil estabhishments of its colonies and
provinces, and till partly do that of Upper Canada, which pro-
vince derives,I believe, an annual sum of £8000 sterling from
England, towards the support of her civil goveroment. Now
is it pot obvious that if any provincial legislature were to grant
the civil Yist to the king for life, instcad of annually, they would
be flying in the face of the Imperial parliament, and doing what
the Bouse of Commons of England copsiders it as uncopstita-
tional apd impolitic to do, or else they would all along have
granted the supplies for defraying the expenscs of the civil es-
tablishments oiPthe several colonies for life,and not jealously,cau-
tiously, amd invarisbly required them to be ammmally called for,
and annually accdtinted for - .
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The attempt to obtain a permanent appropriation. for the sup-
port of its government, from the province of Lower Canada, ¢: .
{one, out of all the other colonies of Great Biitain,: may cer-
tainly be copsidered as a political experiment. - Such a de.
mand has never been made of any other colony under the crown,
and, if notto be looked on as the commencement of a seiies’ of
similar measures op the part of ministry .with respect to all de-.
pendencies from which any rvevenue cau be derived, which
weuld  give birth to a very uoconstitutional, apd additiona}
weight of pationage and influence io the hauds of the crown, {
can not but think it very iovidious to vequire from Lower Can-
ada what is not reguired elsewhere, Lower Cauada has un-
fortunately already appropriated too much permanently for the
uses of government, and more than aoy other coluny ; aod this
has, in some measure, retarded the efforts made by the House of
Assembly to obtain that constitutional controul over the ex-
penditure of the colouial governmeut to which 1t is entitled.

" 1am, Sir, .
‘ - Your chedient servant, ’
' CARDO.

4 )

On the occasion of the change that has taken place in the a-
Jency of the Free Pressin Montreal, the jollowtng copy of 1r-
regular verses was found in a torn and soiled state w the office ,
how 1t came there, or whence it came, has not been accounted
Jor. Much confusion and irregulardy o is beheved has ansen

Jrom correspondents addressing Mr. Adams, (who was nothing
but a mere agent, and had not the least atom to do miih the cd-
worship of the mork,) mnstead of-the editor, but contributors,
correspondents, and subscribers mll, 1t 1s hoped, caperiencein

Julure greater regularity and attention, and are referved tothe
advertisement in the last page. )

A jupto frantic after power,
Rampaut wad, withihieated feéling,
O ’er these fair regiovs scowl and four,
Foreboding eurses, never healipg.
Horrid monsters! would they shiver
A nighty country into atoms ? '
And drown in slavery, ot of blood a river,
This, the fond nurseliog of the Pitts and Chathams ?
Hard is his heart, and callous is his soul,
Aud tyrant-minded ishe, like a dewil,
Who o'er }iis country to' obtai controul,
Would coolly plunge her into endless evil.
‘Whilst Spaniards snd each Greek’s ashamed
Of beiog longer call'd vile slave,
Shall we, oh, be it never named £

P



127 .

Give up the cherish’d liberly we have ?
Cling firmly to yaur constitation,
Defend it with your choicest blood ;,
>Tis Heaven’s best gift; let no pollution
Approach it, under guise of good.
Tell this vile junto that has framed .
The bill of slavery infernal, .
That they have more our tninds inflamed
With love of liberty eternal.
Well spill each drop from out our veins,
Ere they shall gain their selfish ends,
And seize of governmeot the reins,
Iexalt themselves, and all their friends.
Base actors in this schemé, but yet more bese,
'To make it seem of winisters the plan ;
Of George’s faithful commons, none have had the face
‘I*ackaowledge it their own, no rot a single man.®
* 1! was uéer, be sure, the servants of the kiog 3
’T was ne'er, be sure, Old Englaod’s Commons,
Who’ve done this most unrighleous thing; |
Who’ve issaed thus Oppressiop’s summons,
To hide the mortal dart, whose poison’d-barb

* I was much surprised to see that the .Goveraor has been
advised, or instructed, to say, in his opening speech, that the
Uanion bill bad been proposed to parlisment by His. Majesty’s
ministers. I do pot hesitate to-say 1T was.~ov. They only
adopted and patronjsed it, after it was brought in by-an epposi-
tion-member, Mr. Elfice, upon the false representations made to
them of its tendency, aad the desire felt by the people of Capa-
da forsuch a measure. Finding it also ope that. would ulti-
mately reduce these provincesto Thestate of mere'dependencies
of the crown, sources of mimsterial patronage, and a mine from
which they might dig both money and power, they naturally fell
in with the views of the insidious proposers of it.: Yet with a
virtue and magnanithity which has done them iofinite credit,
when we consider those powerful temptations to persevere in
the unjust and oppressive system that had come recommepdéd
to thefm; even from the supposed frieads of political freedom,
they-no sooner saw, by means of the eloquent, and -onvincing
speeches of Sir James Maclotosh and his friends, the real state
of the case, than they abandoned it; or at least delayed the de-
cision, thatjustice might be -doue to the meritsof all the ques
tiops involved 1 it. 1 have no doubt that the truly enlighten.
ed apd able man, Mr. Canping, whois vow 'at the head of al.
fairsin England, will see the whole in its true light.. Tscarcely
thiok Eogland could have a better minister for the affairs of the
colonies. , L. L. M.
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‘'hey wield with crafty and with deadly. aim,
"They take of holy Union 'the gatb, -
Arid prostitute that heavenly goddess” name.
+ }{ Uni6n, ‘aud bot sovereign rule,
Had'been their aim, it is most clear,
They’d ne’er have look’d upon us s a mule,
., Form’d ooly stera Oppression’s Joud to bear.
Oh! may they ue’er obtain dominion
O’er this happy loyal land 5
If e’er they do, it’s my opinion,
We’re mivced meat for a cormorant-band ;
. Who Lke the boy with golden goase,
Our bowels quick will open rip,
- Or have usslung in one great noose,
Or twist our heads off at a uip.
Montreal, 25th Nov. 1822,

The public are respectfully informed that Mr, Samuel Ad-
ams 25 no longer the agent for the Free Press iz Montreal.—
Subscribers are requesled to make their payments to ¥h. D.
Scarlett, who mell call on them mith receipts signed by the pro-
prictor,

Those subscribers in Quebee, who have not pard Mr. Joseph
Tardif, arc requested to pay Mr. John Walley, who is enchar-
ged mith the collechion of the present quarter, and mill present
them a circular leiley from the proprietor.

From all, the author most earnestly and respectfully  solicits
carly and punclual peyment, wilhout which the work can not
goon, or recover from the langurshment under which it labourcd
durmg the late management. He auns not at profit. The
wnlerests of the cause he has espoused, and has onwn fame, are his
objeats ; but ks ncans mil not permit hum to proceed without
the encouragenient of the friends of the cause, or without ready
payments 1 advance.

‘The Free Press is published every Thursday in Mentreal,
price 6d. per No, or 5 s. 6 d. per quarter, or 22 s, per abpum,
payable quarterly in advance. Subscribers who do not reside
in Montreal, will have to pay an additiopal price, adequate to
the expense of conveyance,

Orders for the Free Press to be addressed to No. 26 St.
Laureot-Street, Moatres), or No. 7, Palace-Stieet, Quebec.

Communications addressed to the editor, Iv. L. MaccuLLog,
may be left at those places, orat the post-office, Montreal; o1
-forwarded (pos}.paid) to the proprietor, Mr. £. H. Wilcocke,
Buylipgton, Vermont, .

{PRINTEP AT BURLINGTON, YERMONT.]
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