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0 God our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be thou our guard while life shall last,
Aud our eternal home.”

We wigh all our readers a happy, busy, and
successful New Year in the service of Christ.

By doing each day the duties that come to
ug we sbhall be able to close the year with
feelings of great satisfaction.

Let us go into the New Year hopefully.
True we do not know what trials or sorrows
it may bring, but we do know that * ag our
day, so shall our strength be.”

This is a good time for self-oxaminations.
The merchants have been busy taking stock
and balancing their books to see f the past
year has been & successful one for them. Qhris-
tians should take time to sce whether tbey
are making progress in the divine life. To
fail e8 & merchant is bad enough, but to fail
as a Christian is terrible.

It appears probable that the F. C. M. S. will
receive the $150,060 which they set out to
rajse this year. The first two months of the
new missionary year brought in 817,186.43,
and theso months are generally poor ones
financially. Buat even if the 8150,000 are
raised it will only represent about 15 cents
per head.

Last month we referred to the reduced
prices which the Standard Publishing Co.,
Cincinnati, Ohio, are quoting on some of
their best books. They have since added
Pres. McGarvey’s works to the number, His
volume of ¢ Sermons * is offored for 75 cents,
This is & good book to read and lend.

We think it is quite ovident that our
churches are becoming moro deeply interestod
in foreign missions. The year that is now
closed probably holds a botler record than
any that has gone before. We would not
bave the churches do less for the work abroad,
but we wouid have them do more for the
home work., The contributions to the

American Christian Missionary Society have
fallen off during the year. This should not
be permitted to occur again especially, if we
expuet o contivuance of their timely aid,

We see by the Clhristian Standard that at
the Texus Christinn Lectureship two papuers
wora read on “ How to Preach Baptisw.”
The problem was, how to presont the subject
in & way that people would believe and obey
instead of bccoming offended and staying
away.

Great Falls, Montana, is a town of 15,000
inhabitants. A short time since, B. F.
Norris went there and found eighty scattered
disciples. Te is endeavoring to get thom
organized for work. These disciples could
not have been the old fashioned kind or they
would have gotten together and spread the
Lord’s table if a preacher rever found them
out, But many people who move into a new
place are apt to leave their religion behind.

A southorn minister write that owing to
the increase in their membership their chnreh-
housoe is too small to accommodate the people;
su they have purchased a lot in a central part
of the city and are going to build ““a grand
house of worghip.” Yes, thatisit. A grand
house of worship. These samo grand places,
in central parts of cities, have been ono of
the curses of Christianity. It wonld be
much better to put less money into grand
buildings and moie into the work of preaching
the gospel to the masses.

Don’t forget the printer and his bills. If
you have failed torenew yoursubscription send
the amount due. Address THE CHRISTIAN,
Box 56, St. John, N. B. We have told you be-
fore that all the profits from the publicaticn
of the paper go into the Home Mission Fund
Ls it awkward to send 50 cents. Iluw would
it do to send a dollar, 50 cents for the paper
and 50 ceats for Home Missions ?

When a mission Sunday-school is held over
a saloon the workers of the Lord and tte
workers of the devil are coming into close
contact. J. S Lawrence, a godly business
man of Cincinnati, opened a Sunday-school
in Central Fairmountin such a place, because
none’ other was available. The work has
prospered, and now a place of worship has
been completed and occupied. Havo faith
to start, bave grit to go on: then success.

Tho Christian Standard, having added
15,000 new subscribers to its Lists last year is
going to make the attempt to enter 20,000
new homes this year. There is no paper
among us more doserving of this wonderful
success than the Christian Standurd, and we
sincerely hope it will eunter as mauy new
bomes as it is ambitious to. It will bo good
for the homes. It will be good for the
"churches, It will be good for every good
work.

W. H. Book, onc of our Virginia preachers,
bolieves in equal rights. Ono Sunday evea-
ing, when tho weather was not stormy,
but & little unpleasant, he found that many

of his congregation had remained at home.
The following Sunday evening the people
wore out in large nnmbers, but Bro. Baok
thought it was his tura to stay home, and
did so. The people were of course dis-
appointed and indignant, but he informed
them that, as o member of that cougregation,
ho had the samo right to stay at howme as they
had. Tho attendance is better now. The
people learned the lesson

Those good resolutions of last year—how
have you kept them ? Did you break them
all or forget them all before a month was
gone, or did you keep them faithfully, and
do you find yourself better for so doing.
About the best resolution anyone who is not
a Christian can make is to determine to be-
come an earuest, steadfast follower of Christ.
And we hope and pray that many who from
month to month will read these pages will
consecrate themselves to the work of the Lord.

There never wasa time when we should
push howe missions more vigorously. This
new year can be made, and should be made,
one of glorious triumphs. But not without
hard work and sacrifice on the part of both
preachers and people, not without earnest
prayer and sincere congecration But these
essentialg are within our power. May all our
churches, for the salvation of souls and for
their own salvation 1oo, gird them for the
work.

———

It is & matter of sincere regret that Miss
Rioch was not able to visit the Deer Island
charches. But the violent storms during her
gtay in St John, and the prospect of con-
tinued unsettled weather, compelled ber to
foregs the pleasure of meeting with them.
But 1t was not as ueedfal that she should go
to Deer Island as to some other places, be-
cause the churches there have supported the
work liberully, and the workers well know
the nceds of the foreign fields. We wish,
however, thut they could have scen and heard
Miss Rioch.

Last month we announaced that a brother
had given 35,000 for home missions and an
equal amount for foreign. Stnce then an
unknown brother (or perhaps sister) has given
$5,000 for the work at home, and to balance
things properly, a friend of the work abroad
has given the same sum to it. It now
looks as though some of our people wore
learuing to give. May many others catch
their spirit. Lt is wiser to spend money for
the spread of the gospel thaun to spond it for
parlor ornaments or for personal adornmont.

The Christian Standard tells of a short
meeting held at Wayaesboro, Tenn. There
were two notable things in cohnection with
it: A mau seventy-two years old, who had
been an out-spoken infidel for many years,
called his children to his room, denounced
his infidelity. 1le afterwards made the good
confession and went the same bour of the
night and was baptized. Also, » young lady
desired to be baptized. Her mother was
strongly opposed, and just before the baptism
sent her daughter a note, asking her to post-
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pone the matter till she passed away, which
ghe said would not be long from the way sho
folt. Thon she expressed the wish that sho
had never been born. But t e daughtor was
baptized. ¢ Heo that loveth father or mother
moro than me ig not woithy of me.”

Preachers in large numbers are pledging
themselves to do what they can to bring
100,000 souls to Christ this year. God gives
the 1ncrease; but Paul wmust plant and
Apollos water. The great commund was
“(i0, make disciples of all nations.” Our
churches 1n these provinces should contribute
their part of thisnumber. DBut the preschers
and especially the churches must bo alive,
There must be prayerful, thoughtful, earnest
work. What a chorus of rejoicing, loud and
long-continued, thore will bo among the
angels in heavon if many thousands are won
for Christ! What will you do to this end ?

The Foreign Society has found a medical
missionary for the Upper Congo couutry,
Africa, to succeed the late II. N, Biddle.
His name is Dr. R, J. Dye, of Ionia, Mich.
He has been in New York for nearly four
years, moking specisl preparation for his
work, and is one of the best equipped mis.
sionaries the Society has ever appointed. It
is important that somo ove join E, B, Faris
at Bolongi at once. Dr. Dye will sail early
in January,

Aews of the Churches.

St. Joun, N. B.
COBURG STRLEET

Sister Rioch, our missionary from Japan, de-
hivered her lecture on the life and customs of the
Japanese, and also illustrations by magic lantern
on Friday cvening, Dec. 2. On Lord’s day after-
noon sho gave & very intercsting talk to the Sun-
day-school children, and in the evening a talk on
her work in Japan, to a large audience. She left
for her home in Hamilton, Ont., on Monduy aftor-
noon by the C. P. R,

Bro. Howard Murray went home to spend Xmas,
Bro, Wm. Murray supplying the pulpit on Lord's
day (25).

One young lady made the good confession and
was baptized last month.

Our young Bro. Leskey, who was taken so sud-
denly ill at our social meeting on Lord’s day even-
ing (11), we are glad to say is able to be out again.

Death has again removert from among us one of
our faithful members. Sister Owen, after a short
illness, on the 14th of December fell asleep in
Jesus. In the provisions of her wiil she remem-
bered the church and one of two aged sisters.

On Tuesday af.crnoon, the Gth of December,
Bro. Stewart started for Winston, N. C., where he
arrived safely.

Weare glad to have Bro J Barry Allan with
us through the holidays.

On Christmas eve some of our young sisters,
accompanied by Bro. Wm. Murray, visited a
pumber of families and made them glad by the
distribution of their gifts, The givers and thg
receivers were made happy. “ It is more olessed
to give than to reccive.” W.A.B,

MAIN STREET.

The attendance at the services during tho month
has beea rather smaller on account of the stormy
weather, the-outlook, however, is encouraging and
88 1808 draws to a close we feel like praising our
Heavenly Father for the way he has led us.  ** No
chastening for the present scemeth to be joyous,
but grievous : nevertheless afterward it yieldeth

the peaceablo fruit of righteousness unto them
which are exercised thereby,” is as true of con-
gregations as of individuals, and so we beliove
that even the hard places of 1898 will result in
better work 1n 18909, and that Main Street wili do
its shate in making the *‘Jubilee year ™ ono of
great joy and blessing.

The Presbyterians opened their new building on
Douglas Avenue, Sunday Dec. 18, having received
loving and substantial help from the other Pres-
byterian congregations, They are looking forward

to an earnest and persevering work for the saving
of men.,

Is it strange that people should judge Christians
Ly their fruits ¢ No, for that is what our Saviour
commanded his disciples  What conclusion must
the religious and irreligious world arrive at in re-
gard to our work at the North End ?  After all
tho tokens that God has given of his favor, wo
besitate to ‘*step out on his promises” and to
*prove bhim.” Would it be surprising if the
sceker after truth came to the conclusion that the
Presbyterian chureh was more godly, faithful and
carnest thun the Christian church ¢ He sees them
momfesting faith cnough to rally to the help of
therr mission and build a house of worship. He
sces the Church of Christ which professes to be
the more Scriptural and to be trying to bring
Apostolic Christianity before the people, content
to let the Portland mission remasin in a hall,

Bro. Frauk Erb has returned from Fredericton
for the Christmas vacation and is more than ever
enthusiastic about his studies.

We bhave lost onc of earnest workers in the
marriage of Sister Mary Hurd, She has gone to
live at Houlton, Maine. The endeavorers sent her
an expression of their love and good wishes, and
several accompanied the newly married couple to
the train, J. Cusas B. ArprEL,

MascanreNg, N, B.

Bro Stevenson preached here a few times after
closing Ins mectings at Back Bay and L'Iitete, and
as a result one young lady confessed her faith in
Christ at his Jast mceting, and on Dec. 3rd, we
buried her with her Lord in Christian baptism.,

The little church in Mascarene has but twelve
members, yet these never fail to meet on the Lord's
day morning to exhort one snother and remember
their LorQ in his appointments, In the afternoon
an interesting Sunday-school is conducted all
through the year, and on Thursday evening of each
week n very interesting uniou C. E. Society meet-
ing is held in the church, The members all appear
to be deeply in earnest and the outlook promising.

R. E. STEVENS,

Back, Bay, N, B,

Our work here starts off nicely, at the Sunday
evening services, especially, we have a fine attend-
ance. Bro. Stevenson’s two weeks of hard labor
here is bearing fruit. On Tuesday, Dec. 6, we
staited a prayer meeting with about one hundred
aod fifty present and fifteen or twenty to take part
io the services,

On Sunday evening, De:. 4th, our organist, a
superior young lady, confessed her Saviour and
was immersed on the following Tuesdny. Yester-
day morning we had more to surround the Lord's
table thanat any timesince ourcoming here, Allthe
people here, as well as in L'Etste and Mascarene,
show a disposition to support the work to an extent
that exceeds our expectations in regard to their
ability and willinguess, And we now feel assured
that if they, like the people of Nehemiah's time,
**Have a mind to work " a good work can be
done.  For the present we are preaching here and
in L'Etete onco every Lord's day and twice a
month at Mascarene. Our ficld is somewhat cx-
tensive and bard, but full of possibilities.

Pruy for us that the Word of the Lord through
us may bave free courso and be glorified

R. E. 3TEVENS.
LETETE, N. B.

Our mecting here with Bro, Stevenson,
only oue week, which though not a success in the
dircction that we look for protracted meetings to
bo a success—additions—yet proved to be quite a

lasting

success, we bc)ieve,. in deepening the spiritnal life
of the church and interest in the work, Services
are well attended, Sunday-school growing in

interest, mid week prayer meeting largely attended
and participated i, and the outlook for aggressivo
work appears good. .

Bro. Wentworth leaves us this week for & pro-

tracted stay over the line. This wo all deeply
regret. R, E. STEVENS.

CorNWwALLIS, N. S,

From Newport, Hants Co., we went to Corn-
wallis Friday, Oct. 21st, and remained there over
six Lord’s days andevery one was stormy or muddy
coough to prevent a very large congregation. We
suceceded in visiting all the families of the church
or nearly nll. We preached twice in Lakevilie to
fino congregations.  Wehave six or seven disciples
bere in Lakeville who are earncst and true and
who are looking forward hopefully for better times
in their very plensant community. We have no
doubt that their hopes will be realized,

We found the brethren in Cornwallis, or the
most of them, at least, willing and aoxious for a
forward movement in that beautiful valley, Little
can be accomplished there in the winter as the
church-house is so far from tho people and the
roads are so blocked with snow, It is expected
that in the spring, when the roads are settled that
the work will be renewed in good enrnest., It is
hoped that our teat will be available and meetings
will be held in the different localitics in that
county. Let us plan great things and let our
labor be as great as our plans and great things will
follow. We are very grateful for the kindness we
received, and are still recciving, from these brethren
and friends, H. M.

WoobpvILLE, N. S.

Our work religiously is much impeded on ac-
count of the unscttled stato of the season, Yet
we thank God for hope, friends and health,
The sad tale of human woe that has come from the
mighty deep reminds us that many a home circle
has been sundered and many a sorrowing heart left
to battle life alone. Our little community shares
the sad consequences of the recent destruction to
human life. We refer to the loss of Wayland
Height, husband of Sister Daisy Height, daughter
of Llder Peter Wagoner, of Riverdale, She is
left with four little children to battle life without
the aid of a kind and loving husband. But
she has God, friends and home on her side to com-
fort in this severe end trying experience of her
lif . God has promised to protect the widows
and the fatherless,

Not long since a goodly number of our friends
united to make us happy and strong against the
coming winter. Our home was well filled and an
cenjoyable season pasced They left us the better off
with $30 cash aud cash value. We thank God for
friends and fellowship,

We wish the renders of Tur CorisTIAN health,
happiness and prosperity, and the complimeunts of
the scason, H. E. C.

WEesTPORT AND TIVERTON, N. S.

In Westport union Thanksgiving services were
held. The morning service was held in the Chris-
tian church, Rev. C, E. Pineo and writer giving
an cxpression of thanks and prayer. 1u the even-
ing tho sermon was preached by the writer in the
Baptist church, The two pastors take turns in
preaching the Thanksgiving sermon.

We have been much pleased to have Bro. R. W.
Stevenson with us in Tiverton for a fow weoks,
His sermons were very forceful and eloquent.
‘Lney were very helpful to the members as well as
to others, There were a number of additions,
among them a leading business man of the place.
The standing of the church among the peoplo is
better than it was, as a result of his preaching.
The brotber labored hard but found the people
slow to act upon their convictions. He preached
one sermon at E, Ferry, May tho Lord bless bim
wherever he gocs, :

‘The members aud friends of the church in
Tiverton surprised their pastor Wednesday night,
December 21, after meeting, They gathered at the
home where he is stopping, Bro, John Clifford’s.
Alter a sociable time, Bro, Alpheus Handspiker
made a presentation speech, presenting the writer
with a neat Christmas present of money and sun-
dries, amounting to $24,80. After the writer
thanked thp people, Bro. Btevenson offered prayer,
Buch »ceasions are cheering to & pastor’s heart.
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SAFELY GARNERED.

—

¢t 'Was she your ounly child 1 asked I.
¢ My only one,” the answer brief ;

And yet he spoxe without a sigh,
Without & touch of grief.

He said the words with quiet smile ;

I paused, and wondered for a while,

I marveled at tbat quict tone,*
In which no shade of sorrow lay ;
Aud thought of darlings of my own,
Of laughing faces gay.
And yet not onc amongst all there,
Not one, I felt, that I could spare.

¢ You need not grieve for me,™ said ho ;
‘ Youw're little.ones are not more bl st ;
This darling child, so dear to me,
Has entored into rest.
Amid the joys that never fado,
She dwolls for aye, my little maid,”

I saw him raise his eyes and hand
Up to tho quiet summer skics—
Up to the sinless, bettor land,
To where his treasure lies,
Where, with untiring little feet,
Bho treuds the City’s wondrous street.

“ Your little ones,” he still wont on,
“May live to feel life's toil and care ;

But where my little child has gone,
Thank God, no pain is there |

No shade to dim the starry eyes,

In the deep calm of Paradise, *

*‘ The coming years will changes bring ;
Your little ones will older grow ;

But she is still the little thing
I loved so long ago.

Forever, in the higber place,

8he'll bear the dear and changeless face.”

Too trce | Down here the years roll on,
And hearts grow hardened and defiled.
She beareth yet—his little one—
The pure heart of a child,
No deeds that he need wish undone ;
A very blameless little ona.

I took the picture up again ;

Too fair, too fair, those childish eyecs,
To dim and sorrow with the pain

That in this old world lies.
Too free from sin—too free from tears,
To shadow with the toil of years,

‘“ We strive and argue here below
Of mysteries beyond our ken ;
But she, my little maid, doth know
The things that puzzle men.
To this young child they have been clear
For many and for many a year.

O child, whose feot have touched that strand
Beyond the river's restless tide,

Speak to us of the Fatherland,
To light life’s eventide !

To guide us where thy feet have trod,

Up to the unknown home of God.
—Ialian Clazton in Ladics' Ilome Journal.

““We have no church in the state of New
Hampshire. If the Board will increase its
appropriation to us five hundred dollars, the
New England Board will meet it by another
five hundred dollars and I will personally
guarantee the organization of a church in
that state in our Jubilee year.”

| up to the wall, and got upon that.”

WaaAT LITTLE ARTIE DID.

Little Artie and his brothers, Threo of
them, and dear little foliows thoy wore, all
brave and self-roliant, and bronght up by
their pareuts in the right way.

Ag these ohildron lived some distance from
town, it was ofton found necessary to Jeave
them at home when father and mother at-
tended meeting ; especially was this the case
in cold weather, Throngh the summer
months the childron were taken along, to
their great delight. And as their parents
were Methodists of the good old-fashioned
kind, the boys were in the habit of hearing,
at such times, the hearty “ Amen” break
forth from their father’s lips wheun the ser-
mon was particularly enjoyable.

One cold Sunday these children were left
at home, with many cautions to bo careful;
yet hardly had the parents left ere the wood-
work near the stove-pipe was discovered to
be on fire aud out of the children’s reach;
but with wonderful activity and onergy the
eldest climbed up on the table and put out
the flames.

When the father and mother returned,
they shuddered to see thu danger to which
their dear ones had been exposed, and with
thankful hearts praised them for their
courage.

“How did you manage, To 1 my, to reach
the fire? > asked the futher.

¢ Why,” said Tommy, ‘I pushed the table

““And did you help brother, Jimmy?” to
the next.

‘“Yes, sir, I brought him a pail of water,
and handed him a dipper,”

“Aod what did you do?"” said the proud
father to his pet, the youagest.

““ Well, papa,” said Artie, “ you seo I was
too small to-help put out the fire, and so I
just stood up and holler’d ‘Amen I’ ”— Kind
Words.

TWO waT¥S.

A FABLE.

Two little weeds grew on a bank by the
roadside. All summer they hud drunk dew
and sunshine, and had been happy ; but now
sutump was come, with gray skies and winds
that nipped and pinched them.

““Wo shall die soon,” said one little weed.
“I should like to do something pleasant be-
fore I die, just to show what a happy time I
have had. I think I will turn red, and thon
people will see how [ feel.”

“You will be n great fool to waste your
strer zth in any such nonsense!” said the
other little weed. I shall live as long as I
can, and hug the brown bank here.”

So the first little weed turned bright
scarlet, and was so beautiful tnat every one
who passed that way turned to Jook at it.
By and by there came along a most lovely
maiden with her lover; and, when the lover
saw the scarlet leaves, fie plucked thewn and
got them in his maiden’s hair, and they lont
her new grace. This mado the little weed so
happy that ho died for pure joy. .

The second little weed lived on and turned
slowly brown, like the bank,

‘“ He was a fool |” he said, speaking of his
companion. *“ He put all his strength into
turning red, and so he died.” ‘¢ I was proud
of him,” said the brown bank., * He did
what he could, and people observed him.”

‘ Yes; but I am alive and stay with youl”
said the weed.

“Much I care!” said the brown bank,—
Unidentified.

THE LAND OF COUNTERPANL.

When I was sick and lay abed,
I had two pillows at my head,
And all my toys beside ms lay
To keep me happy all the day.

And gometimes for au hour or so

I watched my leaden soldiers go,

With different uniforms and dnll,
Among the bed cloths, through the hills;

And sometimes sent my ships in flects
All up and down among the sheets;
Or brought my trees and houses out,
And planted cities all about.

I was the giant, great and still,
That sits upcn the pillow-hill,
Ana sees before him, dale and plain,
‘The pleasant Jand of counterpane.
—R. L. Stevenson.

Alarricd,

WEebB-HyrD.—On December i5th, at the home of
Sister David Roberts, 38 Albert street, St. John, by
J. Chas. B. Appel, Samuel J. Webb, of Houlton, Me,.
to Mary B. Hurd, of St. John, N. B.

JoHNSON-LroNARD~—AL the home of the bride’s ;nother
Leonardville, N. B., Dec_18th, 1898, William F, Johnson
and Sarsh A. Leonnrd, W. H. Harding officiating,

Tucker-Hox7.—At the home of the bride’s parents on
the morning vf Dec, 19th, by R, E. Stevens, Mr. Wilford
Tucker and Miss Viola Hoyt, all of Lotete, N. B.

Died.

Srewant.—At Stewartown, December 15th, Wallace
Stewart, inthe 63rd year of his lite, Jeaving & widow and
a large circle of relatives to mourn his loss. He united
with the Chrictian Church many years ago, and the large
funeral (one of the largest ever had on Deor Island)
showed the respect in_which he was held. For some
time he had been unwell, but we never thought be was so
near his end. It came suddenly. *‘ Good night.” We
will greet each other again in the morning.—W, H. H.

Crawronn.—At Tryon, P, E. I., on December 11th,
in her 66th year, Sister R. Matilda Crawford. She be-
came a Christian at the age of 20, and joined the church
in Shubenacadie, of which her father, the late Joshua
Wallace, was elder, and was enabled to lead a Christian
Jifo till she pa<sed away. 1In 1856 she was married to
Bro. John J, Crawford, of Tryon, and this was her home
from that time. She had three sons and five daughters,
all of whom survive her, except one promising Christian
boy who died in bis teens. All her childron except ons
(whom wo hope to sece take his stand with the church)
have joined the Church of Christ. One sun, Ernest E.
Crawford, is wow preaching in St. Thomnas, Ont, De-
side being very intelligent and pious she was a pleasant
companion of the young, and self-sacrificing for the goad
of others. She will be greatly missed by her family, and
especiully by her husband, now in his 8ist year, and nct
strong, May the Lord keep them till they meet at
Jesus’ feat. D.C.

Burnsian.~Sister Fanny, beloved wife of James Bul.
man, of New Glasgow, P.E. I, died on the 13th of
December, in her 51st year, after a lingering and severs
illness, leaving a husband and four children to mourn
their loss,  Sho was 8 member of the Christian Church
in New Glasgow. She was sustained in her sickness by
her loving Saviour, and died in the full confidence of
entering into Bis rest. D,

Brackrorp.~Daisy, infant daughter of Joel and
Martha Blackford, died liecember 22nd, 1898, at ‘Tiver-
ton, N, 5. The funeral services were conducted by
R. W, Stevenson and J. W, Bolton,

OweN,—At the home of her daughter, Apohaqui, on
December 14th, after ashort illness, our beloved Sister
Owen fell asleep in Jesus. She was baptized in 1848,
and was a faithfal and consistent Christinn until the
time of her death. Ler place was seldom vacant in the
house of the Lord or in the Sunday school. She was
always glad to hear of the success of the gospel, and was
a cheerful giver to the cause ot the Lord.” \We shall miss
her presence with us here, but we trust we shall meet
her in the ““ Sweet By and Bye.” Before she. "+d she
chose the hymns, ¢ How Blest the Rightcous When He
Dies,” and_* Abide With Me,” to be sung ut her
funeral, and the 14th chapter of John to be read. Bro,
Howard Murrxy and Bro. Appel, assisted by Rev, J,
Clark (Freo Baptist), conducted the funeral services,
She leaves one daughter and one son to mourn their Joss,

Safe upon the heavenly shore,
Done with sin forevermore
Weariness and weakness o or,
Tp yonder!
Never more to kuow a feur,
Never more to shed a tear,
Better far than ever here,
Up yonder)

W. A, B,
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EDITORIA L.

We wish our readers A IIappy New Yoar !
In the good providence of CGud we enter

o new year, the last of the century, and desire |

to cherish gateful remembrance of his favors
bestowed during the year that has closed.

Surely ho is good and his mercy enduroth |

forever.

While the growth of our churches is retard-
ed by the constant remouval of mombers, 1t 1s
cheerful to witness the determination to keep
up the ordinances and the preaching of tho
gospel in our midst, as well as to know that
many of those who leave our shores wuite
with churches in other lands to work for the
Lord, Our plea is better undorstovd among
our religious neighbors than formerly, and
the desire for Christisn union and the
preaching of Christ rather than crced n
creases as the years pass—all encouraging
us to hope for God’s blessing upon faithful
labor.

In the United States the Disciples are in-
creasing rapidly. Last year, many thousands
have been converted to God. There are
many more missionaries in foreign ficlds than
ever before. Much more mouney, both for
foreign and home missions is raised than ever
before. New fields, both at home and
abroad are opening for and inviting the gos-
pel.  In the last annual convention, unani-
mous resolutions passed, to ‘‘ expect greater
things from God,” and also to ‘‘attempt
greater things for God ” this year than ever
before, and from all quarters heard from, this
resolve seems to meet a hearty response.

In our own provinces the knowledge of
heathen missions aud the desire to aid them
grow year by year. The viait of Miss Rioch,
and Miss Payson who, like Fuller with Carey,
holds the rope while the missionary is in the
mine gathering jewels for the King, has had
a most salntary effect. It is safe to predict
that after the visit of these sisters, it will be
easier to collect money for foreign missions.

The last year’s history of Great DBritain
and of the United States, has been among
the moest marvellous of the ages. These
nalions, although among the most peaceable
of the earth, havo been drawn into war ; and
how these wars have been conducted and
their termination, will bo the admiration of
future generations. Both in the Eastern and
Western world, the way has been opened for
the Bible and civilization, and flags have
peen raized which shall protect every man in
reading the Bible and in worshipping God
according to his conscience. And what is
very ~emarkable, these people are drawing
together in a friendship unknown sirce they
were nations. Does it not appear as if God
were uniting these two great nations in the
work of breaking the chains of oppression
and clearing the way for the spread of the
gospel among all the nations—a work too

1

. - ‘ - - . . .
grand to bLe interrupted by any 1ill-fecling | towns, Winston and Salem, each with its

begotten and fostored by the mutterings of
solfish men, What optin.ist at the beginning
of tho year would ventare to imagine, much

less to predict, what has actually occurred at |

mayor, aldermon, post-ofiics, ete., otc. but a
stronger cannot toll where ono ends and th.o
other beging. The dividing line is an ordi-
nary streot. Sulem is the older. It was
founded about one hundred years ago by the

its close.  And who has a mind so gross as
to refuse to see & divine hand in the happen- | ¢
ings of 98, contres. Thoy have a college here for girls,

We areglad that the Lord works so planly | but uot one of high grade; tl.xongh I qndor-
and sv cffoctually to suve men and to glorify | stand it is well-equipped. Wms%on’s hlfﬂ:(}ry
his Son Jezus our Lord, and that he calls on | covers about half a century, It is a thriving
us in all our weakness, in all oar unworthi- | enterprising place. The country round about
ness, to work with him, assuriug us that our | gives itsolf largely to tobacco growing, Wins
lubor will not be in vain in the Lord ; but | ton does the manufacturing. The consuming
that in due senson we shall reap 1f wo fmnt |1z dono in many States by many people who

Moravians, snd is one of their few important

not,

The close of the year brivgs fresh to our
mind the story of the angel on Bethlehem’s |
plains, which turned the terror of the shep-
herds into the sweetest juy, and the sung |
sung by & multitude of the heavenly hust—u (
song for all time and for all people. |

The shepherds seized w th sore surprise,
O'erwheled with Light and glory,
Were cheered by tidings from the skies,

An angel brought the story.

Good news to you aud all the carth,
To every tribe and nation,

1 bring you of a Saviour’s birth,
A. joy to all creation.

Seek not the child 'mongst rich and great,
Such treat him as a stranger,

You'll find the babe of low estate
Clothed meanly in & manger.

Anpd suddenly a hravenly band
Was with the augel singing,

Aund straing which thrill that loncly 1and
Left earth and heaven ringing.

All glory be to God abeve,
Good will to men be given,
Who brings to earth s Father’s love
Holds highest rask in heaven.
New Glasgow, P. I. T, Dec 25, 1898,

Gorrespondensce,

IN THE SOUTH LAND.

On the afternoon of December 6h, I left
St. John for a six months’ rest in the south.
The presence of many members of the Coburg
street church and others at the station, added
perhaps, a little to the pain of leaving, but it
Lrightened the journey and is now a pleasing
memory. With athrough ticket to my dest:-
nation and a through check for my baggage,
1 congratulated myself that I would have
nothing in that connection to worry me as I
made the journey southward, And Idid not.
‘T'he morning found me in Boston, refreshed
by a good mght’s sleep. Here I changed cars |
and did nrot change agan till ten o’clock
that night, when Washington was reached.
Leaving there about an hour later, I found
myself in the morning in Greensboro, N. C.,
having enjoyed by the way the blissful hours
of sweet repuse. llere another change was
maue and after a ran of abous twenty-eight |
miles on o branch line, Winston-Salem, my
destination, was reached.

This ig known as the Twin-City, and hasa
population of about 18,000. It is in fact two

| onjoy that sort of thing; for Winston’s tobac-

co 18 said to be about as good as—well, as a
bad thing can be. When the Anti-Tobacco
League triumphs, Winston’s leading industry
will be killed. Just now, howeyer, the
manufacturers are not spending sleepless
nights thinking about the League. Next to
tho tobacco factories, the cotton mills pro-
bubly give employment to the largest num-
ber of people.

You cannot tell the moral tone of & place
by counting the church spires. You can
judge better by walking the streets and keep-
ing your eyes and ears open, I have been
hore over two weeks and have tramped the
streets for exercise and to seo the town, and
I havo not yet noticed a rum-shop. I have
seen only one drunken man, and I am not
sure about him, and I have heard only an
oath or two outside of a hotel. No doubt
this town has its dives and its dens, its
drankards and its blasphemers ; but they are
not so conspicuous as in many smaller places.

Perhaps sne explanation of the moral tone
of the place is the Moravian atmosphere in
which the people live and move. These aro
a very devout people. They are noted for
this and their foreign mission zeal, the world
over. Salem is overwhelmingly Moravian,
and there is no impassable gulf preventing
the good influence reaching and leavening
Winston. In the latter place all the leading
denominations are represented. The Metho-
dists probably lead, followed closely by the
Baptists and Presbyterians, The Lutherans
nave a new and commodious house, s big
preacher (physically at least) and a small
membership.  ‘The Episcopalians have a
small house, which is as unattractive as it is
small, and a weak congregation. The Ro-
man Catholics have the smallest and mean-
est place of worship in the city. The con-
gregation is probably as mean as the house.

But where do the Disciples of Ohrist
come in? About twonty years ago when we
had no church in the town, M. C. Kurfees,
now of Louisville, Ky., then but lately out
of college, came here, held a mesting in the
court house and had about thirty conversions.
He went to Kentucky soon after; nothing
more was done, and :radually these converts,
or many of them, found their way into de-
nominational churches, principally however
into the Baptist. Years later an attempt
was made to organize a church, but this bt
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of history was not a helpful ally. But o
church was organizod, in 1890 a chapel, or
Sunday-school room was built. In 1897 the
main building was erected, but hard times
lay heavy upon the people, small in numbers
and notrich in pocket; and the building is not
yet ready for worsh;ppers, It is now how-
ever beiug hastened to completion, and the
congregation will get into it early in tho now
year. It is hoped that then with wider op-
portunitics and botter facilities, together with
redoubled efforts on the part of the member-
ship, a new era of great and lasting pros-
perity will begin,

The preacher here, H. O. Bowen, is a
splondid man out of the pulpit and just as
good a man in. He has shown me cvery
kindness. Tt is because of him that I am so
pleasantly situated here. I have heard him
preach twice. What a pleasure it is, at times,
to go to church to sit in the pews rather than
to stand on the platform; to hear a sermon
rather than to deliver one. [is sermons
were good. They were bright, earnest, prac-
tical, and scriptural, aud were listened to,
not by Jarge, but by attentive congreguations.
On the last two Sunday mornings, Prof. J,
M. Atwater, who is here for his bealth,
preached for Bro. Bowen, but he did not
preach as a sick man should. e spoke with
vigor and enthusiasm. Iis subjects may
have been respounsible for this. The first
sermon wag on ¢ The Wonderful Growth of
the Disciples of Christ in the United States.”
Such an inspiring theme is enough to make
an aged man young and a sick man well for
an hour at least. He showed the growth to
be absolutely unparalelled. In his second ser-
mon he gave the explanation of this startling
growth. His explanation made the growth
appears most natural.  With such a plea and
such a purpose as the Disciples of Christ
have, a small 1ncrease would be unnatural.
Bro. Atwater is announced to preuch on next
Sunday morning., Bro. Bowen occupies the
pulpit in the evening, though in the goodness
of his heart he offercd to lot me do so. Iam,
however, remembering the purpose of my
southern trip.

Perhaps I ought to devote a paragraph to
myself—quite an uz.nteresting subject how-
ever for me to write about. Some of
the readers of THE OCURISTIAN probably
think I am quite sick. Indeed some, I
hear, think that the final 1llness has come,
Well, if the ability to eat threo hearty
meals a day, with evident enjoyment, to
walk four or five miles for exercise,

day ofter day, and to slecp ten hours each
night, with not even a troubled conscienco to
break my repose, are signs of a severe or
final illness, then I shall have to acknowledge
as true what some surmise. Of course I am
not ags well as I was a few years ago. Ifl
was I would be at my post. But then, when
any one attempts to carry a load that is
beyond his strength, he may expect to find
himself weary and worn, aud anxious to rest,
I am in the South land to recuperate, and
hope, by the blessing of God, to get back to
my work in June with health and vigor, and
a will to work. HeNrY W. STEWART.
Winston, N, C., Dec. 24, 1898,

DEER ISLAND LETTER.

By the time my readers get this, the old
year will have gone and tho new year will
havo come,
1898 with us, have gone honco.
of ug will see the end of 18097

The Rev. W, Boyd Carpenter, bishop of
Ripon, recently delivered an address before
the Church Congress m Bradford, Englaud,
on the *‘Religion of the Future.” He is
credited with saying tho following:

¢ The future of the world does not belong
to sectarianism. . . The religion of
the future will nerthor be Protestant nor Ca-
tholic, but simply Christian. The dogmas
of the churches which have separated com-
munion from communion, will fall off as
autumn leaves bofore the fresh winds of God.
Men will not grieve to sce the old things go,
for a larger faith will be theirs: the church
of God will renew its youth. It will not
need any longer Trent, or Westminster, or
Lumbeth, or the Vatican. It will be satisfied
with simpler thought and purer faith. It
will be satisfied to realize that thero is one
Lord, ono faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all.”

The above has called forth a great deal of
commont in English papers. One would
almost think Bishop Carpenter was a Disciple
of Christ.

The leavon is working, Let me give you
anotber extract, this time from the Chris-
tian Standard, and written by A. Martin of
Muncie, Indiana:

“T do not believe in preaching the g spel
in a pugilistic manner, or going out i the
way to criticize other people; but I do not
believe the whole gospel can be even lovingly
preached without giving offence to sectarians.
Take, for example, the subjcct of baptism,
You cannot preach believer’s baptism only
withoutgiving a death blowto infant baptism;
and when you show that immersion is the only
apostolic baptism, you at the same time dis-
prove sprinkling and pouring; and in either
of the above you will offend Pedobaptists.
And then when we sustain our position
against human creeds and party names, and
successfully plead for Christian union npon
Christian principles, the fabrie of sectarianism
must fall; and nobody can like the man that
pulls the house down over his head. There-
fore let me repeat that where we have peace
with other churches we have conquered the
field or been conquered. You cannot get
between these two conditions with our plea,
To bring us and sectarians together, we must
yield our position or they must give up their
gsectarianism.”

The article of which the above is an ex-
tract, is worth reading from beginning to
ond.

The people on the island were disappointed

at not seeing Miss Rioch. Still our efforts
to extend the Master’s kingdom are not to be
relaxed: personal acquaintance- with our
workers in the foreign field would be stimu-
lating, but wo must work while it is day.

W. H. Harbixa.

Iow many

Lord’s Cove, N. B,

Somo who started in the year

LEVANGELIST TOUR.

When last I reported to the CrRrIsTIAN I
had begun a meoting in Lotete, N. B, We
had just one week to spend with the church,
and I preached twice ench day. The weather
was very unfavorable. In the evenings the
attendsnce was fairly good. Many of the
men were away fromn home. A subseription
was started for the purpose of securing a
preacher among thom ; they willingly did
what they could, and enough was subscribed
to support a man part of his time. The
church in Letete has some very good material
in it for work ; there are faithful men and
women not a fow. I might mention the
Wentworths, the Mathews, the Catharines,
the McNichols, and others whose names I
can not now recall ; thoy are anxious to see
the cause of Christ prosper. While in Letete
I made my home with “Uncle” Sam Dick,
as he is familiarly called in the commur’ty ;
I never was botter entertained anywhere ; he
is a great talker, woll posted in the Scriptures,
decidedly original and of an analytical turn
of mind, and capable of playing havoc with
a sermon that is either illogical or unserip-
tural.  ““Uncle ” Sam is a keen observer of
men and puts his measuring rod on every
minister who visits his home, and his im-
bressions are sometimes fairly correct. May
he live long to honor God and extend his
hospitality to his many friends. He is one
of the pioneer Disciples in that region of
country.

I also visited Mascarene, where I preached
five discourses. Oune confessed Christ and
was baptized by Bro. Stevens. The brothren
are few but faithful ; they have a neat house
of worship, Iere lives Capt. Dick and
family. I made my home with Capt, Cameron
and wife, These brethren are all comfort-
ably situated. *“They go down to the sea
in ships and do business in great waters.
These see the works of the Lord and His
wonders in the deep,” Capt. Dick was away
from home while I was in Mascarene, but T
was informed that he was the leading hand
in building the meeting house. 'There are
others in Mascarene worthy of honorable
mention, but these names I cannot now
recall.  Money was also subscribed at Mas-
carene to help secure tho services of a
preacher. The three churches, Back Bay,
Letote, and Mascarene, are working together,
and have secured the services of Brother
R. K. Stevens, who entered upon his work
the £rst of December. They all like him and
were pleased with the prospeets of having
him remain with them. He writes me mogt
encouragingly of the work since I left. Wo
shall most surely hear of a good and great
work being done in that field.

I am, at this writing, with the church at
Tiverton, N. S. The attendance is fairly
good. The intevest is not as encouraging as
I should like it to be. I can not gay what
may bo developed in the next few days. We
sow and water, but God gives the increase.
One young business man made the good con-
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fession’ and was Dbaptized last Sunday after-
noon. He will bea great help to the church.
The'three months aro drawing to a close and
still very littlo dons, Tho tield seems dread-
fully hard. The rest next month.

R, W. STEVENsON,

DELAND, FLORIDA,

DEAR BRETIIREN,—I have no doubt many
of your readers will be pleased to learn of
our safe arrival in Florida aftor a very pleas-
ant voyage. Truly our Heavenly Father has
watched over us while we journeyed on the
land and the mighty deep, for which wo bless
and adore His great and holy name,

Wo left Halifax on Wednesday night Nov.
2nd, and arrived in Boston on Friday morn-
ing, remained in that city several days visit-
ing friends. On Lord’s day morning went
to Paladio Hall, heard Bro. Ray preach, and
gathered with the members of Christ’s body
around the Lord’s table ; in the ovening we
went to Everctt and had the privilege of
hearing our beloved brother, R. . Bolton,
discourse to the people ; at the close an in-
vitation was given and one young man came
forward avd made the good counfession. We
weroe permitled to spesk a few words to the
people at the close, and were made to feel
that wo were truly among the Disciples of
Christ, for such a warm welcome we received
will not soon be forgotten. Bro. Bolton is
truly doing & great work among the people
there, that eternity alone will fully reveal.
May Qod spare our beloved brother long to
gow the good seed of the kingdom, is our
earnest prayer. On Wedneaday, the 9th, we
took steamship Chattahoochee for Savannah.
Wo arrived at New York on Thursday about
noon, but owing to heavy rain did not go
ashore to see our friends. We arrived in
Savannah about noon on Lord’s day, but just
too late to he with the Church of Christ in
that city to worship. Iu the afternoon we
called upon Bro, Bosworth, who is the pastor
of the church in that city; he and his wife
received us very cordially, and the only re-
gret was that our stay was so short, our train
leaving at 5.15 p. m. for Jacksonwille, where
we arrived at midnight. Next morning we
called to sec Brother and Sister Blenus, who
were glad to see us; they both look well.
Bro. Blenus took us around to the different
places of interest in that city, and also made
us acquainted with several of the Lrethren,
who appear to be deeply interested in the
work of the Lord there. We remained two
days in that ecity, then took cars for DeLand,
where we arrived in about four hours. We
met with a very hearty welcome from Bro.
Langdon and the members of the Church of
Christ in this town. The Disciples have a
fine brick house of worship here. Bro,
Langdon is a very active, earnest minister of
Obrist, and is spoken of very highly by the
people.

DeLand is a very beautiful town of about
2,500 inhabitants, and the several denomin.
ations are fairly represented here ; also a fine

university. To-day being Thavksgiving wo
were present at the dedication of a boautiful
largs public school. The addresses woro fine.
Florida State has suffered severely from
frosts the past twelve years, and 1t will be
some years before this conntry will regan 1ts
formor prosperity. It is certainly pleasant
to come here and see the trees clothed in
their beautiful garments, and tho roses and
flowers blooming as in June and July in
Nova Scotia. We can hardly believe this to
be tho last of November. We have not met

with one intoxicated person since coming|

here. There is not one liquor saloon in this
town. The people truly are blessed who are

this hard questiun to wiser aoads to answer.
We must confess, however, our astonishment
thut such false and pernicious statomonts are
repeated ubout a people whose zeal and devo-
tion to God and His word are socond to none,

It is not at all surprising that those who
bolieve these roports should think the Disci-
ples of Christ were destitute of religion and
very dangerous, and keep as far away from
them as possible, But if, with this false
reputation, the Dicciples havo bad a wonder-
ful and phenomenal increase, what will it be
whon the truth is known. The fact that the
principles and position of theo Disciples are
not known in our provinces to any very great

freo from this curse. If persons who are | extent, should induce them to wake up to the

engaged 1 that unholy traffic could but sce
the evils they bring upon our race I think
many of them would abandon their business.
O the misery, wretchedness end woe it brings

upon the people in any ctty or town whereit | ——

18 permitted to be sold, May the day soon

come when the people will arise in their |

might and declare that 1t shall cease. Then

need of a more faithful vigorous distribution
of their literature.

Timme BMissions,

|Ariress all communications and remittauces to W. A.
Barnes, Secretary, 228 St. James Street, 8t. John, N, B]

Bro. Stevonson did a good work with the

shall righteonsness, love and peace prevail, | ohurches at Back Bay, Letete, and Mascarene.

and the earth soon shall be filled with the'!

glory of God. Lot us who bear the name of
Christ pray and labor to this end, is the ferv-
ent desire of your brother in Christ.

HENRY CARSON.
DeLand, ¥la,, Dec 24th, 1898,

Original Contributions,

4 HARD QUESTION,

II. MURRAY.

The. question has been asked repeatedly,
*¢ Why is it that when others refer to the Dis-
ciples of Christ or Christian Church, they
will misrepresent tiem?” The Disciples
claim to be Christians only, and yet we hear
others calling thera by a name that they re-
pudiate, and will not, under any circum-
tances, recognize,

They believe in the work of the Holy
Spirit in the conversion of sinners, and in
the sanctifying of saints, ag firmly as any
people; but notwithstanding this, we hear it
again and again, that they do not believe in
the influence and work of the Spirit.

They believe and teach a radical chauge
of heart in conversion, but for all this, many
will persist in saying they don’t believe it.

You will hear it said that they baptize per-
sons bef..e they have a change of heart,
whean the truth is apparent that they demand
both & change of heart and a change of life
bofore baptism.

Again it is said, they believe in ¢ water
salvation,” when in fact they have no faith
whatover in the efficacy of water to save a
soul; they believe salvation is in Christ and
it is their faith in Christ that leads them to
accept of baptism and to do any and all of
Christ’s commandments. But why people
will stigmatize the Disciples with these false
names and false dootrines, is more than we
dare attempt to answer, for fear we may
judge them unjustly. We will have to leave

It is true that there were not additions which
is always looked for at protracted meetings;
but adaitions will surely follow.

A good brother, writing of the work done
there says, ‘‘ that he did a far more necessary

| and far-reaching work than gathering a few

converts would do. IHe just stirred all this
section, and the end is not yet.”

Bro R. E. Stevens iz engaged with these
three churches, and entered on his work the
first December. He had one addition at
Back Bay.

Bro. Stevenson closed the meeting at Mas-
carene, on Nov. 30th, with one addition.

He commenced a mesting at Tiverton,
N 8., Lord’s day, Decomber 4th, His ser-
mons were very powerful and eloquent. They
were very helpful to the members as well as
to others. There were a number of additions,
among them a leading business man of that
place. e preached one sermon at East
Ferry.

Bro. Stevenson is holding a meeting with
thechurch at Westport, N, S,, at this writing,

His engagement with the Board expireson
the third of January. The work so far has
mot with the approval of the brethren, and
it has been earnestly desired that he be kept
in the field.

Wo have been in correspondence with Bro.
Floyd, of Indiana, for the work in Pictou,
N. S., but the Board is not in a position to

gaurantee his support at present.

Our receipts this month have fallen off
considerably. This is the season for giving
gifts, and we should have had generous offor-
ings to the Home Mission Fund.

RECEIPTS.

Previously acknowledged, coo. $247 18
Coburg Street, Mission Band, cees 210
Milton, per M. G. F.,, ceen 9 35
Main Street Sunday-school, ..., 3 81
Mrs. 8. C. Jarvis, . 60
Samuel 1, Foote, pledge at anoual, ., 2 00
Johu Sollows, Tiverton, N, 8, *¢ 8 00

$267 94

W. A, BARNES, Sccretary,
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Expect great things from GQed.

Attempt great things for God.

DeAR SisTERs—We have reports from a
fow auxiliaries this month and hope to hear
trom othors soon. We need each other’s
encouragement.

Halifax Aunxiliary held an interesting
meeting December 4th, Although & num-
ber of the sisters have moved away and the
President, Sistor Smith, haes been ill for
some time, the meetings ars being kept up.
Weo hope to hear scon of Sister S’ full
recovery.

Lord’s Cove expected to hold a public
meeting Decembr 12th. Sister Ryan is mis-
sed very much and the sistors there were very
much disappointed in not meeting Sister
Rioch. .

Pictou auxiliary is without a leader at
present but hopes to have one soon.

Southville sends very encouraging news.
The leader says: ‘“We bave not missed one
meeting since we started. We are going to
try our best to keep up the meotings this
winter., She adds, ‘“We have faithful
workers here.”

The New Year is upon us and the question
comes, “ How shall we enlarge our work.”
Let us strive to have more consecrated hearts
more willing hands and wmore knowledge of
the forsign work and workers. Lebt us urge
the reading of more missionary literature,
try to secure more sabscriptions to ZThe
Tidings, and thus become acquainted with

our noble missionaries who are going as our

representatives to heathen lands,

. Will any Sceretary of Auxiliary who will
canvags for T/he Zidings in her Society please

communicate with me, as I have a number

of sample copies which will be sent on appli-

cation.

Please send reports of interesting meetings,
etc., to me for publication in this colnmn,
and let us make the year of 1899 one of yreat
advancement in the service of our King,

Yours in His name,
L. N. JacgsoN,

Port Williams, N, S., Dec. 27, 1898,

RECEIPTS.

Previously reported, ..., 388 80

Cornwallis—
Ladies’ Auxiliory, 115

St. John—

Coburg Street, Ladies’ Auxiliary, 125
¢ 8. 8. (Nov)), .... 2 09
ot 8, 8, (Dec.) .... .. 801
6 Miss N. Johnston's class, 188
897 63

Sosie Fonrp Stevens, Treasurer.

————

CHILDREN’S WORK,

Previously reported, .... e 514
Summerside—
Sunbeam Band, 100
West Gore——
Golden Rule Band, 2 00
Cornwallis—
Florence Rand, 650
Myrtle Rand, 50
89 14

SusiE FORD STEVENS, Z'reasurer,
Willow' Park,
Halifax, N, 8,

4 DAY OF PRAYULR.

“ A Jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto
you,”—Lev. xxv, 11, )

 Without me ye can do nothing.” Jesus
—John xv, 5.

“T can do all things through Christ which
strongthenoth me.”—Paul, Phil. iv, 13,

“1 have planted, Apollos watered ; but
God gave tho increase, So then neithor is
he that planteth anything, neither he that
watoreth ; but God that giveth the increase.”
—1 Cor, 1ii, 6, 7.

“Bring yo all the tithes into the store-
house, that there may be meat in my houss,
and prove mo now herewith, saith the T.ord
of Hosts, if I will not open you the windows
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that
there shall not be room enough to receivo it.”
—Malachi iii, 10.

I say unto you, That if two of you shall
agreo on earth as touching anything that
they shall ask, it shall be doue for thom of
my Father which is in heaven.”—DMatt,
xviii, 19,

There is manifest intense activity of
thought and feeling pervading the church ;
the hearts of all true loverg of God’s cause
aro full of earnest hope and expectation for
great things to be done for God’s cause in
this, the Jubilee year of the American Chris-
tian Missionary Socioty. The friends of
Missions are stirred to intense interest in the
hope that our missionary work is to be lifted
to a higher plane than ever bofore.

Bolieving that all this is well-pleasing to
God, and knowing that without His help all
human plans must fail, we earnestly ask our
churches and our brethren everywhere to
observe Lord’s day, January 15th, vs a day of
prayer to tho Head of the Church that tuis
Jubilee year will be a blessing to the churches,
and that souls may come into the kingdom
as doves fly to their windows, and that our
missionary work may be blessed of God.

We suggest that a sormon along these lines
would be a help to the work of the churches,

Bexs. L. Sarrh, Cor, See. A.C.M.S,
A. MoLeax, Cor. Sec. F.C.M.S.

Selected,

DOUBTFUL AMUSEMENTS.

The common designation of certain forms
of dissipation, is their sure condemnation
from the standpoint of the Chrietian with
whom every form of activity must be a .1at-
ter of faith. Even when they are classed as
harmless amusements, they can not be justi-
fied, for the believer’s lifo is not negative but
positive. Nothing can bo really barmless
that leads one to waste such precious gifts as
strength aud time. Rest is just a3 moral as
work, and true recreation is one form of rest,
But the so-called doubtful or harmless amuse-
ments are not pursued for recreation; they
are not meant to redeem, but to kill time.
Their votaries are mostly the thoughtless and
the idle ; and their chief promoters are never
the serious or spiritually minded. Even
gociety is not proud of its dancing masters.
The character of their friends creates a strong
presamption against the current dissipations.

‘'be absence of any positive moral quality
in snch amusements as the dance and the
card-table justifies their unsparing condem-
nation by the church through its pulpit and

its officiary, Whatsoever is not of faith i3
gin. It the body of Christ is to grow by that
which every joint supplies, then great care
should bo oxercised to save every member of
the body, overy disciple of our Lord, from
the paralyzing influences of godless society’s
leading functions. The religion of the danc-
ing and card-playing church membor is
neither respected by his pleasure-loving asso-
ciates, who make ne protense to a holy life,
nor valued as a spiritusl force by his more
consistent fellow church members,

But if negative in character, theso diver-
sions are positively evil in their effects. That
they sap the moral carnestness of the partici-
pants is well known. Scarcely less in ques-
tion are their generally hurtful influences
upon the whole life of the church as an
aggrossive religions force in the community.
Whero these evils go unrebuked the evangel-
istic spirit has departed. The church be-
comes a respeccable religious club, outwardly
decorous. but inwardly empty and vain.
Efforts for the salvation of the lost are con-
stantly frustrated, and faithful preachers,
who would rescue sinners, wear thomselves
out in fruitless ondeavor to nentralize the
hurtfal and repelling impression made upon
the unsaved by pleasure.gecking church
members. In somo churches this ovil con-
dition has gone 30 far that young and old
gociety Christians persist in their reveling
during the special sorvices which are held
for the conv rsion of their unsaved neigh-
bors and compauions.

Then these doubtful amusements are pro-
gressive——rather rotrogressive—in their his-
tory. The select parlor dance leads to the
vulgar public ball; the ¢ social game of cards”
to ¢ progressive euchre,” which is simply
gambling, with a long, new name; while the
ball and this society gambling have proven
for thousands way-stations on the road that
leads down to eternal perdition. ‘That prac-
tices and amusements which are the intoxi-
cation of a selfish and shallow society, can be
countenanced by the church of the living
God, which is so fully committed to live
soberly, righteously and godly in this present
sinful world, is a mattor of profound sorrow
and should be made the deep concern of
(E'ery loyal disciple of our risen and glorified

ord,

There is no heresy so deadly as the neg-
lected attitude of many churches at this
point. For if heresy is wrong thinking, that
thinking must be a most deadly heresy
which can be indifferent to fundamental
clements of chavacter and which concedes
that men can live for pleasure and still be
followers of Christ. Aslong as our Lord’s
statement, that ¢ whosoever would be my
disciple must deny himself, take up his erossg
and follow me” is authoritative, so long must
the church testify against the godless diver-
sion of unsanctified society. Church leaders
could no more profitably employ their time
for a serson than in showing the bearing of
the truths which they exalt upon this battle
grouud befweon the church and the world,
Yor what profit is there in the most carefully
wrought out and Scripturally correct theory
of Bible truths, if the people whoaccept it
ave not trained in obedience to the will of
God. Sensible men will give little heed to
any school of theology which does not justify
itself in checking and destroying the tend-
ency to worldliness in the churches. - It is
quito as important that the people shall
think right about their conduct, as that
theologians shall hold to right theories of in-
spiration. An orthodoxy which exponds its
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strength upon intellectuad vccuraey is no
more to be respected G ihe Phanisaiam
which for a pretense made by pragers.
Our great danger iz not froaa cither the
¢ higher crities™ or the consenvative enties,
but from the fuilure of both to testfy agarst
society-gilded iniquity whih, thiough the
form of “* harmless” or donhtinl anwsements
creep into ourchnrches  FPorwhat value vl
a vindicated Biblo be to u chureh that daes
not respect 1ts teachingy, aud what siguifies
the form of an apostolic church, whose
power has been mapped by the spirit ot the
world, —Christiun Standurd.

A WORKING THEOLOGY

The Pacific, » congregational journal,
commenting upon the remarkzble growth of
the churches of Christ in America in compar-
ison with certain leading evangelienl bodies,
says: * It may be well for other denomina-
tional bodies to enquire : Why this remark-
able growth among the Disciples of Christ?
Docs some one say, It is so easy to get into
the Disciple churches?” ¢ We have heard
that before. Butis it uny easier than it was
to got into the chweh inits apostolic dayr?”
They require always,. *“repentaace toward
God, faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ,”
and that wag what Paul preached to Jew and
Greck. They call on peoplo to repont and be
baptized for the remission of gins, and that
was what Peter did.  L'here are some of the
doctrines of the Disciple Church which it 1s
impossibie for us to accept.  But one thing
we have always admired, viz: tho definiteness
in their preaching. Yeople who hear their
preachers know exactly what is expected of
them. . . Aud it 18 the almost universal
customlof their minister to give a gospel invi-
tation at thoe close of c¢very sermon. Wedo
not say that this invitation from the pulpit
is necessary, but wo do assert that where it
is not given in some form many souls are
not brought to a confession of Christ unless
the minister is one who does considerable
personal work during the week, We give
theso figures and throw out these hints,
believing that thero is in them a valuable
lesson.”

The whole article of our western neigh-
bor is notablo for an insight with respecc to
tho success of the churches of Christin the
present generation and for its recognition of
the scriptural basis of the issue they make
with the world, not common to find in de-
nominational jourvals. On its own merits
the extract quoted is valuable a3 something
of a pioneer 1n a field of investigation which
may come to be a subj.ct of study by leuders
of denominational forces. No wise and wide-
awake leader of religious thougbt and lite
can afford to be indifferent to the principles
and methods of the successful evangelism and
church bwlding which Z%he Pacific so perti-
nently comments on.

But the quotation is here made (o call
attention to scmething back of the conditions
which it emphasizes and commends., Theol-
ogy lies back of ecclesiology and evangelism,
and it is the theology of these disciples of
Christ or Christians which is the true sceret
of their suceess. In general theirs may be
termed, in an eminent seuse, a working theol-
ogy. 'They have no philosophy of religion
which can not be translated into common
speech, and which cannot be used in the
revival or the inquiry room. Uiscarding
scholastic terminology ontirely and pressing

home,gospel truth in the very words of the
Scripture and cspecially of the Now Testa-
ment, they arc always understood while their
preaching springing so directly from the in.
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spived record corrics with it the force Of].
divine authoriry. . !

A compatison will b helpful here. Chose |
who are simply Disciples of (_‘hnst.nulucm- :
nate their converts as they are being won.
Every doctriual position held by these diser-
ples will be preactied m a protracted mesting. ,
Aby doetiine is considered valuoless wnless 1t |
catt bt ustd its i mubitve to persun le sinuwrs.
On the other hand, faney the hard logic of !
Calvanism, or the subtleties of inconsistent
Arminianicm in modern  revival _meetmg!
The fact that Presbyterian, Baptists, and
Methodists can unito without friction or
cucrifice in a union meeting, shows that the
pecul:ar viows of cach body form no part of
1ts ovangelistic theology.,  So, after converts
are wou, thoy are to be imlogu'nmtcd., it
trained at all, in the denominational beliefs.
With the disciples of Christ, to become 2
Cinistian is to become a member of the
church. No examination i3 required for
church membership other than the simple
confession of Ohrist made by the ponitent
sinner.  Baptism is not an afterthought—an
appendage of some ¢ branch” of the kinglom.
In being baptized into Christ, believeis are
baptized into his church. In the denomina-
tional plan there is immense waste of energy
used in persuading couverts to ¢“join the
chureh;” besides, the persualing 1s often
unsucecessful, .

The fundamental principles of these dis-
ciples of Christ enablo thom to concentrate
the whole force of therr preaching upon con-
vincing and persuading the unconverted.
They hold that God is always willing to save
sinners, that Christ is ever present with his
word, that the Llovly Spirit is an abiding
prezenco with the church, that unconverted
mon have ability to believe divine testimony,
that the gospel is a revelation to bo under-
stood by even the simplest minds, that men
me in danger of ecternal loss and anguish if
they refuse to nccept Christ, and that the
moment they obey the gospel from the heart,
they have the divine assuravco of the for-
giveness of their sing and the indwelhing of
the Iloly Spirit to reenforce their new-born
faith and help their infirmities.

In these clementary doctrinal beliefs is to
found the explanation of the evangelistic
methods and success of the disciples of Christ
pleading for a return to New ‘Testament
Christianity. 'They pray to God for strength
of mind and heart to press home gospel truth
upon the conscionce of the sinner and for
open doors of opportunity to deliver their
message. They present facts and not theo-
ries ; Christ and wot philosophy ; a divine
power, and not a system of opinions. They
refect both a mechanical and a transcendental
zospel, and preach the word with the Iloly
Spirit sent down from heaven.  With the
convietion that at cve.y moment of their
winistry they have all heavenly forces on
their side in their effort to rescue the lost,
that the message of mercy is exactly sunited
to the needs of fallen men, and that at any
time sinners wmay turn from their sing and
live, it is o wonder that the settled habit of
these disciples is to extend the gracious in-
vitation of Christau every publie sorvice, and
that the success of their evangelical and
evangeustic vocation is coming to bo worthy
of study and cominent by the whole Christian
world.—Christian Standard.

The Foreign Society propose to oprn work
in Cuba. At least two men shonld be sent
to that ficld without delay. The work in
Cuba should be self-supporting in a fow
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RUIH AND NED.

Nob is usually & model of good behavior,
bui on one oceasion at least his mistress was

dreadfully ashamed of him. .

Ruth camo to sco us. Now Ruth is a dear,
kind-hearted child, and nothing would in-
duee her to hurt o helpless croature. She is
very fond of cats, and has one of her own,
which loves her in return. When she saw
Neb, she said: “Oh! what a nice kitty. May
I catch him and pet him awhile?”

«Yes, doar,” said Miss Margaret.

Nob heard the request and tho answor.
He holds children at a very low estimate; ho
looked at the pretty little lady approaching
Lim, and declared that ho diduw’t wish to be
potted. Just as she reached him, he arose
and walked away in a dignified mauner.
Ruth ran after him, and Neb disappeared
under the bavrn,

«Never mind, deario,” said Miss Margaret,
«J know how you can catch him.”

So at dinuer timo wheun Neb can in, grace-
fully waving his tail and purring loudly.
Miss Margaret gavo Ruth his eaucer of milk.

“ Come, kitty, kitty,” called Ruth, and
Neb followed her.

All the time he was eating, Ruth potted
him gently, and after dinner was over he was
quite willing to _have her hold him. She
camo into the library in triumph, saying,
¢« Jush see, Miss Margarvet, he lets me carry
him, and he sits on my lap, and doesn’c try
to run away.”

“Silly old Neob,” said Miss Mrgaret,
“Didn't you know Ruth loved kitties, and
wouldn’t hurt you?’

AGENTS FOR TRE CRRLSTIAN

MRS. PYTER CHING, Little Harbour, P. E. I. of
Lot 46 and 47,

MRS 0. M. PACKARD, 353 West 57th Street, N. Y

W. R. MoEWEN, Milton, N, S,

JAS, W, KENNEDY, Southport, P. L. 1.

MAJOR LINKLETTER, Summerside, P. E. 1.

ROBT. DEWAR, New Porth, P, E, 1.

GEQ. MANIIFOT.D, Charlottatown, D, E. I.

J. ¥, BAKER, Nerth Yk, P, B, 1,

PETER A. DEWAR, Montague, P. B, 1.

KENDRICK OUTHOUSE, Tiverton & Freoport, N.S

GEORG:Y BOWERS, Westport, N, S.

D. F. LAMBERT, Lord’s Cove, Deer Island, N. B.

MRS. \(;. ]’.)3 CONLIEY. Jr,, Leonardville, Deer Island,
IARY o

JOHN W, WATLLACE, Shubenacadio,

ISRALEL C. CUSHING, Kempt, N. S,

W. J. MESSERVLEY, Halifax, N. S,

GRACE WILSON, Burtt's Corner, York Co., N, B.
W, k. WENTWORTI, LeTote, N. B,

W. "IN JELLEY, St. Thomas, Ont.

Mose names will be added as they are appointed

ST.JOHN BUSINESS COLLEGE

OpPENS TUESDAY, JANUARY 3RD.

Ou- wraduates hold 99 per cent of tho responsible and
lucrativo positions, not only in St. John, but in overy
town in the provinee. They ave employed in many of
the banks and business houses in the city and have
always given entire eatisfaction. "I'hese avo references to
which we point with pride as to what our school can do
for ycuny Inen and women, Do you intend to take a
Brsiuess, Shorthand, or other Special Courso during the
near futuro 2 If so, why not attend the school which hag
stuod the test of over thirty years, We want you if you
are anxious to learn, Wo do not want you if you only
wish to kill time ; theve are other places for such people,

A postal card will bring a circufz’u', or, if convenient,
call and see us. )



