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" FOREIGN MISSIONS.

' (For Brurisu Ayenican PRespyTenrian.

. We notice that the General Assembly
of our Church have decided to establish
a Fareiyn Musston, properly so-called.
The Missions of our Church nt Red
River, in the valley of the Saskatche-

oplled Toreign Missions, belong, in
xanlity, to our Home Mission work; and
iwill soon all be under the earo of the
Fflome Mission Committee. China is
the field' that has been chosen. The
Rov, Mr. Mackey is the Missionary to
be sent.

Wo think that the As.embly of our
{Church have acted in wisdom in decid-
bing to cngage in what is, in reality,
Foreign ' Mission work. We believe
that tho Assembly have acted in obedi-
enco to the command of God, as given
in His Word, ¢ Go ye into all tho carth,
and preach the Gospel to every creo-
ture;”—and also in obedience to the
.onll of God as given in his. wonder-

¥ dstablish this Mission. That rommand,
“@o yo into all the earth,” "still stands
unrepealed, and shall remain in force
ag long as there are lost and ruined
[ anen to be gathered into the Xingdom
of -God.
- 'God has opened up lands that have

been hitherto barred against the on-
- tranco of the Gospel of His Son. Spain,
Ttaly, and. Chine ha¥e of late become
accossiviu to the Gospel Missionary.
Marvellous have been the providences
¢ by which those lands Lave been made
willing to allow the Gospel to enter.
In faus, there are Lut comparatively
fow Jands from which the Missionary is
Eoxcluded by the action of the people
themselves. By opening doors for the
entrance of tho Gospel, God bids his
Church to go in and possess these lands
for Emmanuel.

Objections have been raised—and
¢ raised by Chiristian people—against the
E establishment of this Mission; but we
beleve they all fall to the ground when
8 viewed n the light of the examplo of
the early Chureh, in the light of divine
jprovidence, and in tho light of God's
surovealed will. One objection that we
z-hear urged ageinst the commenecment
£-of this Mission is the want of means

ot the Church’s command. * We have
not sufficient money in tho treasury,”
says the objector, *‘to wnrrrg%’fma to
¢ engage in 80 expensive-a Missiotf. One
of our culleges 1o in debt, sowme of the
schemes of our Clurch ave suffering
from lack of support, and many paxis
of our land ere new and ncedy. In
short, the need at home is so great that
we cannot think-of giving of our means
to send the Gospel to tho heathen, even
though they are dying without a kgow-

i

fye

. the command.of the Church is en ap-
parent difficultyin theway of this grend
undeziekivg. "But ib.is enly an apparent
difficulty. And faith-in God has over-
‘come many 2 difiiculty, a thousend
g times as great. Mo Legin to evangelize

dhe heathen is o work of faith. Tolead
people to exereise fuith in God is the ond
of owr oxhertationsandof our preaching.
Avd now lot the Church herself do what
sho is bescoching sinners to do—trust

carry on the work that ghe has bezoain
Aaith.

Let us ask did cver the time ecomen in
the history of auy chureh, when there
‘was no apparent Efliculty in the way of
Lnow  establishing o foreion mission ?
EThe ansner mast le miven, < Never.”
$Thero were men iu thie Chuzch whoeaw
85 thoy tiwught invanusuatalle obsta-
goles in the way, when the Sceession
Churchics of Sectlanda contary azo wero
onsiderisg tho prepriety of sending out
heir mi-onaries to Am-rien, These
objections were urged perzeveringly.

ub the missionards were sent; rod
188ions wore estbalisted among Abe
oolland hills of Peunsylcanin, aud in
2ho wills of Kentucky., ~ tnd the reanlt

Bliowed that theso churches acted in

sdom, in the spirit of the Gospel.
Lhero were apparent hinderances in the
YAy when. the United Presbyterian
{ A hurch began to send. out her wien to
BNovs Scotin, to Cnnada, andto other

: tlio worlds The Tyeo:Churgh

hd -~

it

wan, and in British Columbir, though

¥ working providences—in deciding to

Duriny, the last few years

ledge of the plensof redeoming grace.™
Wo grant that the lack of means.at]

‘God—and he will provide the means $o |

of Scotland had appurent difficulties be-
fore hier, whensho began Lor foreign mis-
sionary work, which has now become so
extensive, and has been so greatly
blessed, g0 we may add haseverychurch
Ind apparent diiliondties in the way of
such work.

Wo believe that the Canads Presby-
terian Church is both able and willing
to mamntain & Foreign Mission, in addi-
tion to her Home Missions, For our
Homo Mission muset never be allowed to
Ianguish. It 18 the home ficld that
must support the foreign. If home
missions faint and fail, foreizm missions
must languish and die. We feel per-
suaded that the establishment of a ¥or-
eign Mission will rot dimimish {he
Church’s interests iu, or lesson her
contributions for, her homo work., Nay
we feel assured that the opposite- effect
will bo the result of such & work, Our
Church ean carry on her Home ond
Toreign Mission together., Wo have a
membership of about fifty thousand, I
the members of our Church would contri-
bute at the rate of soventy-five cents or
.o dollar, & year, each, the amount re-
alized would bo sufficient to meet the
expenso of both the home end foreign
work.

Another ubjection that we hear urged
ngainst o Foreign Miesion in connection
with our Church is this- * Wo have un-
converted men in our land——we have
heathen at home I—you need not go to
India or China to find them.” Ttiean
undoubted fact that we have multitudes
of such men in our own land. We have
mony that never enter o placa of wor-
ship, or open tLo Bible. 'We have men
who to all in.ents and purposes sre
heathen~—worss than heathen,—and
who shall be beaten with more siripes
than tho hesthen. Tho fact that we
have such iv our land should lead overy
Christian among us {0 be s home mis-
sionary, and to work for the conversion
of the carcless, tho benighted snd the
ungodly, et home. But the faet that
we have such in our land, of itself,.is
not a sufficient reason why we should
no$ engage in foreign mission work.
Tho unconvarted at home have the Gos-
pel within their reach; but will not ac-
cept tho offer of life et our hand. Shall
wo withhold the bread of life from the
starving millions of heathen lands, be-
couso wo cannob get tho so-called
*“ heathen at hiome" to partake of the
feast of fat things that has been pro-
vided without money and without price?
If carrying the Gospel {o China or India
removed it from our.own land, nnd left
us in the shadow of death, perhaps.we
might hesitate then to send it  We can
help to send the Gospel to China with-
out impoverishing ourselves,

Other chuarches Liave cornmenced For-
eign Missions, when as yet there wereo
unconverted in their own lands. The
Apostles were not pormitted to remain
in-Jerusalem,until the uncunverted there

“wore brought to Christ. The Charches
of Scotland did ‘not wait until all the
ungadly of that land weze converted be-
fore they sent out their forcign miss-
ionaries. If the London Missionary So-
ciety had waited until all the heathen
of that city had beenconverted, it would |
not yot have planted Missionaries in
twenty-one proviuces of India, or in
soven of the larger citiesof China. Lt
us remember that God may be giving us |
a-call $o send out our men, while there
arp many at home, who know-not Jesus.
and-his salvation.

Soine object ‘o Forcign Missions in
as much as thoy think all suchmissions
o fuilure. But wedo not thinkthat any
throughout our Cansda Presbyterian
Church obyeet on this ground.

- Wo trust, now that the work has been
begun, and that our Missionary has rone
to his distant field of labor, tint cur
peoplowill be libieralin the support of the
Miesion,  Liet us reraember that thigis
the Lrxd’s work; and that every Chvis-
fitn haoy bis part to do. Letus Tenem-
{ ber what Cirist has dome for ns, and
t nak varselves what we can do for him, |

1.8, ¥

It generally lakes twenty yepws «¢
traung (o erndiento the word ¢ niee” !
fromn n woyman's voenbulary. The * Falis |
of Niugarn, the Psalwe of David, and
tho progress of the Lhuraan ruce.” savs o
fund father, ** were allniec {0 my oldest

it okio gt married.”

A Hmdu, on ono ocension, saild
musstonary : “ Reviling our gods, criteis-
myg our Shastras, and ridiculing our
ritial, will nccotnplish nothing, but the |
story which you fell of Xim who lived,
and pitied, aud’ eamo, and tought, and

t- n:

3

story,, sir, will overthrow our .templés,
destroy our ritual, abolish our Shastras,
aud extinguish our gods.”

‘

i

suffered, and died, and rose again-—that i

|

.

Selentifie and Wsetul,

Awrroorr:  ror  Pomsos.—A  fermer
writes; * It iz now over twenty yous
since I learned that sweeb ol would cure
tho bite of a rattlesnake, not knowing it
would cure other kind of poisons. Prac-
tice, observation and experionce have
taught me that it will cvre poisons of
any kind, both on man and beast, The
patient must the a spoonful of 1t intern-
ally and bathe the wound for a cure,
To cure a Lorse it requires cight times
as,maucht as for s man, Onoof the most
exfreme cages of snakoe bites occured
eleven years ago. It had been thirty
days starding, and the patient had boen
given up by his physician. I gave him
a spoonful of oil, which-effected a cure.
It will eure bloat in caltle caused by
fresh clover. It will cure the sting of
becs, spiders and other insects, and per-
sons who have been polsoned by ivy.”

Ivrorrarce or Pore Virvs,~—Several
cases ha~e presented themselves to our
notice (says tho Medical and Surgical
Keport.r) where serious results have fol-
lowed what seemed to beimpure vaccino
virus. In one, a child four years old
was attacked with an eruption of pustu-
les over the head, back, face, and arms,
with fever, lnss of appetite and debility.
On this tepic Dr. H. T. Babusen of
North Carolina, writes us: ¢ I have the
greatest horror of impure vaccination,
beenuse I myself am 8 sufferer at this
time to the extent of & crippled elbow-
Joms and swelled iymphatic glands from
8 re-vaccinaticn performed on me eight
years ago, wlule a priscner of war at
Point Lvokout, Md. Doubtless ordinary
caution hind been used to procure good
virus, sud I have never blamed any oho
for my misfortano, butit has taught
me very cffectually the lessonh of cau-
tion.”

CaxcerCore~—A correspondent sends
us the following ashis successful method
of dealing with » cancer:

s I wish to tell you how I cured my
concer last summer withoat pain or
‘money. Eight years ago.a coucer carae
on my nose. It grew slowly for several
years, the last two yenrs it grow very
fast, It became frightful. It had be-
gun to eat out my left eyo. I had paid
hundreds of dollars, aud had employed
doctors far and near without finding ve-
lief. T.ast summer I drank wild tea,
putting the tea grounds on my cuncer
every night as.a poultice, In six weeks
my cancer was cured. 1 o1a sixty-two
yeas old, I have wiven this remedy to
soveral that had a cancer, and know
two that have been cured sincs. I be-
lieve wid tea grows over the couniry
generally, always onhigh land.”

Coxrirsation  o¥ A Tuzory.—The
advocatca of the hypothesis that this
continent wae peopled by immigrents
from the shiores of Asia, by way of the
Aleutizn Islands and Alaska, will ind
encouragement in the telegraphie report
of tlic arrival at San Franciseo of some
Japanese seamen whose junk was disa-
bled on their own coast, but who wero
carried by the ocean cirrent twenty-five
Liunldred miles to the island of Adabo,
off the Alaskan shere.  Qne of the chief
obstacles to the reception of the theory
has heretofore been the admitted fact
that at the early period when the sottle-
ment must Lave heen made the arts of
sLip-building and unavigation were too
lit&e sdvanced to furnish the means of
making the ccean prssage. A Japanese
jun’:, however, b=longs to the embryonic
stage of thesce arts, and such n vessel,
disabled by shipwreck, can hardly be
supposed to have possessed sailing qual-
ities above the reach of the most unin-
telligent ship-bulder. The length of
the voyage, under such cicumsiances,
requiring consideravle tonnage in order
to cawrry the nccessary provieions, Las
also been made au clement of oljection.
But cese slupwreched Japaueow were
nine monihs in nwehing tho transit at
the merey of the winds and vaves, anl
though twenty-three out of twe Liy-six
starved to death, the survivors cseeeded
the number orgguelly planied in tho
Garden of Bden, and provided thet cne
«f the three w3 & womaa wa anoticr a
pore-t. the conunout beiug found uaue-
cupted, we do not see auy exircume
diffeulty in supposing that they might
have meres~ed asd multipisd, over-
flowed upon the mamn laud, and finally
found thew way southwardsintc Mesieo,
Central Amorica, and South dsueriea,
aa.tho nncestors of the Aztecs and the
Incas are conjectured to hayo done. The
conjecture has at any rate reecived in-
digputable assistrneo from the incident.
—Jaur, of Com,

Sreay —1It is quite surqrising at o

tme when almost overthing.is-done by.

steafn, to know how fow peoplohiaye any
correct iden of what stean reallyis; Dot

the question,. “ What are the bubbles
which rise throngh boiliug water filled
with,” Lo proposed to a number of peo-
ple of sl ages and conditions in life, and
a large part of them, thres out of four,
if not wine vut of ten, vill answer at
once, * They are filled with air.” DBut
how air enough to fill so many and such
large bubles ever got into the water, it
is quite plain {hey have never takenthe
trouble to think.  And these same per-
sons will tell you, with cqual promptness
that the white cloud wlich comes from
tue nose of the beiling tes-kettle, and
whistle of the iron horse on a winter's
morning, is steam. Now, both these
common notions are wrong. The truth
is, the bubbles are flled with steam,
which i8 water changed by heat from s
henvy lignid mass to o light, gas-like
fluid, just as invisible and quite as light
as air. The white cloud is watery vapor.
It was once steam, it is true, but not
now. It has already returned to water,
whence it came. Such is the nature of
water, that, when an atom of it, lying
-at the bottom of o kettle or boder, ir ox-
posed to 212 degrees of hLeat, it is
mstantaneously. changed to stenm, and
becomes nearly two thousand times as
large as it was before. As Satan, inthe
garden of Eden, crouching in the form
of atoad at the ear of sleeping Eve,
sprang instantly into the stately propor-
tions of a gigantic man a$ the touch of
Ithuriel's spear, so the tiny varticles of
water, under the magical infinonce of
heat, suddenly leap from their humble
form into great hissing bubbles of sterm.
These, on account of their lightness,
gnickly begin to struggle upward out of
their watery bed. This great expansion
and rapid rising readdy explain the vio-
lent agitation of boithng wator~—From
Oliver Optic’s Magazine.

A DYING NATION.

A

The acconnts of the famine in Persia,
which continne to arrive in greater de-
fail, bid fair to treat the world to o
specetacle of a calamity the like of which
has not been witnessed, in historic
times at least,—the sudden- extivction:
of a nation by want of food. This has
really been the fate of the great States
which once fided the valley of the Eu-
phrates, and it is a fato which has for
centurles been threateuing some modern
States,—Spain, for instance. Man has
stripped the soil of trees; the absence
of trees has brought droughts ; droughts
have slowly dimnished the productive
powers of the ground, and finally de-
stroyed them,—the pupulatiun, in the
{ meantime, dwindhng in numbers and
| vitality. Spamn had forty millions of
{ peaple 1n the time of the Romans, and
| lowed w..h mujk and honey, it is now
' an arid region, only half of it under

cultivation, wath only sisteen millions
| of mhabitants, and, if modern scicnee
i had not come to 1ts aid, would probably
| go the way of Babylon. Persia was
ono of the wmost powerful States of an-
tiquity, and even 1n the fourteenth cen-
‘tury was able to support the army of
Tamerlane, who marched without com-
mssariat or baggage during a bloody
contest. It 15 now almost a wilderness,
with a population of about two rmillions,
—about half of them nomads, which is
rapidly pensling from famine brought
on by three years' drought. Tho worst
of it is, that owing to the absence of
cither common roads or railroads, it
seems to be mmpossiblo for the charity
of tho rest of the world tu reach the
sufferers, so that there is really a streng
prospect of the tuwul depopulation of the

country. The moral of this bhorriple

In every congregation there are a fow
| persons who are always at church, !

whother 1t shimes or storms, There ore”!

others who only get there when all con- |
j ditions are favorable. They muct feel [
4 well, dreo from liendache, fatiznz, worr |
{or auydung disturbing, and the skies |
j must be brizht, the wind ‘rom a partie-
jlar duection, and the roads dry and!
{solid,  Given & throb of uncasiness, a’
{ stormny cloud,  little tuo mach dampness, !
and their pews will Lo vacant.  In this?
variable climatz they comaequently do'
not get to chureh very frequently, ard!
when they da, they are so much!
strangers s hardlf to feel at home, !
Now, all know this is very wrong. ap
yeb 1t 13 scarcely ever found fault with. |
But botween the faithful and faithless!
there nre the hosts of lukewarm, upon |

certain.
derances that keep others from their

pows, preaghing would enly be ax ooca-
sional thing in most congregations. And

.t6-ba in theix pulpits.—I¥id

g

story is,—lcok after your trees.—Nativnyl

{ —1t is sinted that the hewws of 1,500

J 1 frieads.

whom depondence must olways be un- | he called their “upsettn’ sins.” «Biud-
If ministers wero to be kept | der.” saidoue of Lis inunds, at the closo
from their pulpits by these trifling hin- t

yot it is just g3 much the duty of the!ing da Lord to savo us from tho-sin of
“peoplo to bo in their pews, as of the pas- | mtoxication, and if dat sint & upseitin’
| sin, I dunno what am.”

A e et e e e

SMALL POS—EFFECTS OF VAC.
CINATION,

a——

This loathsome aend daugerous &dis
ease is ab prescnt vory prevalent in the
United States and Canada. A number
of cases, eeveral of thum fatal, hava
been reported at Moutreal, Ui‘awa, and
Toronto, We weuld wrg.ntly advise
parents and guardians nct to neglech
the vaccination of tho-c under their
charge, asthoefleetsof thi precantionnry
measure are ungaestionally cxceedingly
beneficial, Vaceinato at onee !

Tho small-pox tas boon very virulent in Philn-
delphia, and nas spread raphily during tho lagt
month or two, There havo beon 1,879 doatiis from
diecase during tho past yoar, of which 562 occurrod
in November, and 1,004 in Decemuber 1In othor
citios whore . hns appesrod it has boon unusually
{atal in its attacks It has vasitod aost of the prin.
cipal citiea of tho North and West, hut his nol so
far nplpcnrod in the Bouth Evr=, oy whohes not
alrend {dono 60 should get 7accineted, and thereby

rotect thuraselves against tha disouse, 1 the ovent

t should spread in this direction. Oneof our ar-
chiangos has tho following n regaer 1to coccination ¢

“The waluoof vaecinat.on gs o prevontative of
small-pox, thaugh questioned y vaoy seoms ot =
testod by statistica. “Whon emali-pet wag raging oe
on epldemic in Xondon inn 186 cbweryntions woro
mauade by thoj hivsicinng “Fm B0 00 elusddron belongy
ing to national and parochial seliwsis, work-housos,
ote. Homo of the cluldron had ns ver haon vaceing. .
ted, tho grert majority ludin vartous ways and !
degroes. Of overy 1L ehildren without any marks.
of vaccination, 950 had marks of muali-pox. IWhilo
of overy 1,000 children whe bad ovidoneo of vacein.
ation only 178 had nny trace of tho disoase. In !
rogard to the amount of vaecinctton it was found
that of children having four or worse cieatricos only
062 g:r thoii nud were seaired with small-pox
tho best vaccination Prova-l thirty-fold inore pro-
tectivo than too worst, and tho wurst was twentys
sovon times better than nona at all

.,

*Tho study of 15000 csses of small-pox at tho
Tondon hosnital shows that ‘Lo uuvaaciuated died
ot tho rate of I™per cont., and thn - acciuatod at tho
rate of only 6} per cend, tha mortality amongst
those with fur scars boing «aly 0.35, while tha$
among those with only asingle sear woas7.37 A
eom?arlson of the statistics indicates thot o well
vaccinated person runs only one-sevontioth tho fick
which i taken by those wlio rouse ta avail them- .y
selves of vaccinationd. The couragcous Lady
Montague, who sufle od the Grst ) ttewapt at vaeein.
ation to bo mndo upon hor daughter {s vindieated
‘tﬂ'tho records of tho history sai prog:~eenftho

sanse sinec then aad the proat mny of doubters,
who hold aloof from vaccination for .0 botter reason
than superstition or insuflicient knarvladgo of faots,
are Joft the consolation of knowing that thoir ecoursa
proatly incraases tho risk they wotld othe
ronAmerican Lzchange

LEITERS OF RECOMMENDATION.

.

" A gentleman advertised for a boy to
assist hira in his office, and nearly ffty
applicants presented themseclves to him.
Out of the whole numboer, he, in a shorf
time, sclected ope, and diswmissed the
rest.

I should Like to know,” snid a friend,
* on what ground you selected that boy,
who had not a single recommendation.”

* You arc mistaken,” said tho gentlo-
man; “he had a great many, Ho
wiped lis feet when lLe came in, and
closed the duur after him, showing that
he was careful. He gave up his seat in-
stantly to that lamo old man, showing
ho was kind and thoughtfu], He took
off ts cup when he came in, and an-
swered my questions prompily and
respectfully, showing he was polite and
gentlemanly. He picked np the book
which [ Lad purposely Inid ypén the
{loor, .ant replaced it on tho table: while
all the rest stepped o-er it, or shoved it
aside; and be waitel quictly for ohis
turn, instead of puslung aud crowding,
showiny thathe was honest an Lorderly,
When I talled with him, I noticed tha}
his clothes were cerelally Vrushed, his
hair in nice order, and Lis toeth as white
as milk; osud wlen Lo wrel: Lis name,
Inosiced thut his finger nails waro clean,
1astead of being tipped with jet, likethat
hendsome little follow's in the blug
jacket. Don't you call tho<o things let-
ters of reconuaendation? Tde, andIwould *
give mure fir what T can £:11 gbout &
boy by using my eyes in ten minutes
than all the fine letters he can bring
me." —Little Curporal.

s

A Boston woman refases to permit
hor husband to go on a fi-hiug sxeursion,
« beeanso he was very apt to gt dvowusd
when he went upon tho water; aad, = -
moreover, lie dild not konow Low to swim
any 1aore then a goose.”

Frereex Hoxoere Iamss Destrotep. |

members of Presbylorian chinrebes in
Clueago were destroyed in the great fire
Uut of one comregauon of over eight
bundred, olt excopt fvo fnuunlias wero
burned out of their howms, wud nod ong
business man in the conyrezation had
either store or offizs lefs in which to
transact Lusmceas, or mueb Justomers or

The story i3 told of & negrowho pray-
ed earnestie that e and his colourad
brothren rught be p. 2served from what

of the meeting, ** you miné got the hasg
of dnt ar word. 1t's besetii’, not up-
sothin’.”  ** Brudder, " roplied the other,
“if dat is so0, it's so. But I was jray-

. w



w:

H
:
7
¥
.
H

7

BRITISH AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN.

TIY WAY IS BEST."
BY NEWMAN HALL,

—
“Fathor, not My will, but Thine bo done.”

'hiy way, O Lord! Thy way-~not minel
Althouyl opprest,
Tor smoother, sunnicr patha X pine,
Thy way 18 best.

Though crossing thiraty deserts drear,
Or mountain’s exest;

Althourh I fafut with toll and fear,
Thy way s bost,

Though not one open door befriend
Tho passingauest

Phough night its darkest terrors lond,
12y way 1 bost,

So sreming wild without a plan,
Now cast, now wost,

Joys born and glain, bopes blighted, can
Thy way I3 best,

My soul by grief scems not to be
AMoro pure and blest;

Alag} I cannot, cannot seo
Thy way s bost.

I cannot gee—on overy hand
By anguish prest)

In vain I try to understand
Thy way is bost.

But X beliove-—-Thy life and death,
Thy love attest,

And every promiso elearly saith—
¢+ Thy way is best.”

I cannot sce—but I bolleve;
It henvenly rest

1s reached by roads whero most I griove,
Thy vay is best.

NOTHING BUT LEAVES.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER,

Jesus was on 1lig way from Bethany
to Jernsalem—< hungry,” He espied a
fig-tree afar off, well laden with leaves.
Asthat tree puts forth its fruit in advanee
of its folinge—when a man should dis-
cover leaves on it he would, of courre,
expect to find figs. The successor hav-
ing already appeared, he would look for
the forerunner.

Jesus hastens to the tree which had
telegraphed to Him already that it was
in bearing condition ; and lo, ¢ He found
nothing but leaves!” Forthwith He dooms
it to perpetual barrenmess. *No man
eab fruit of thee hereafter forever!”
The deceitful tree thus cursed of its
Owner, withered down to its very roots.

Here is a parable for the close of the
year, It is full of tender and touching
solemnity to thousands of our readers,
who ma " be waiting for & word in sea-
gson for their souls, This parable from
history teaches us the worthlessnes of
religious promises that are never ful-
filled, and the guilt of appearing te he
fruit-bearers when the eye of God sces
¢ pothing but leaves.”

There is no sin promises. Cherry
trees must issue their white and fragrant
s promissory notes” in May, or there
would be no payment of delici-ns fruit
ab the end of the allotted sixty days.
God makes precious promises to us;
and a converted heart is only in the line
of duty when it makes a solemn promise,
or covenant, to the Church aud its Head
Clirist Jesus, There is no sin in a
Church-covenant honestly made. The
sin is in breaking it.

How full of lenves was the plausible
fig-tree on the road to Bethany! How
profuse of promises is many a young
professor, as he stands up laden with
the follinge on which the dew-drops of
hope are glistening! Ilow much the
pastor expects from him. e makes no
yeserve when lie covenants to *f conse-
crate himself, all that he is, and all that
he has, to the service of his Redecwer.”
As many o veader of this article sues
this sulemu sentence, it sundsja panyg o
their hearts. That was their promdse.
They once put forth just such * leaves™
before their Master's eye, and before the
oyes of men, and 1l tiem to cxpect an
abundance of fruit. Tor a time the
glossy leaves of profession made a fair
show. DBut when the noveity of a new
position had worn off, and that time of
reaction came which always follows a
strong mental exciterent, then the yoke
began to gall the conscience, and every
religious duty became an irksome drudg-
ery. 'The Cross lost its charm; prayer
lost its power ; the Word of God lost its
attraction; the very name of Jesus lost
its hold; and church-membership be-
come n hateful mask which its owner
was ashamed to wear, and yet afraid o
fling away. Before the world, the fig-
tree still bore leaves; but beneath them
was utter barrenness,

My backsliding friend this tells the
gad story of your past year's life. As
you look back over the barren year now
closing, youn find nothing but leaves. Your
pame is still on a chur. h-record, but
this fruitless, wasted year has no *re-
cord on high.” Out of all tho three
hundred and sixty days that God has
given you, not one has been passed with
Christ; not one is marked with **a white
stone ™ of fidelity. Instead of n sheaf,

ou have not gathered o single speur.
[nstead of leading others to Clrist, you
have not cven followed Mt yourself.
Instead of growing in grace, you have
Jost oven tho self-respect which a false

life always forfeits. ©Lhe past is past.
Fold up the page of this dead, harren,
wasted year, and write on it the bitter
inscription * Nothing but leaves.”

Will you bear with a fow plain truths
even though thoy have o sharp edge?
You need them, and they are.spoken in

Jove. The simple fact is that you are

«backsliders in heart.” The best evi-
dence of this assortion is that you do
not feol as you once folt, you do not do
what you ouce did, you do not enjoy
what you onco enjoyed, you do not pray
as you once prayed, and you do not live
a3 you did in the days of your first love.”
You are off the track; and are on a
{rack that loads away from heaven, You
are more intont on making money, or
in pleasure-hunting, or in pushing up
into social promotions than you are in
sorving God, or in trying to save sin-
ners from hell, You would blush if you
attempted to ask an impenitent sinner
to becomeo what you profess to be! Your
world self-seeking have omly been o
olimb up to that dizzy *‘mast-head ”
from which you may be flung off tho
farther into the yawning sea. If you
confess your sins to God, you still eling
to them. And if you dealt as faithlessly
with your fellow-men, as you deal with
your Liord, your note or your word
would not be taken by & solitary person
for a moment! While you live thus,
you can have no pence of conscience.
While you live thus, neither the Church
nor the world fully trusts you; for you
onee left the world to join the Church,
and then slipped away from the very
fellowship which you still professs to
hold. While you live so, you are nulli-
fying your pastor’s labours, and voting
deliberately against o vovival of religion
in your church. Nor are you yielding
« pothing but leaves,” but they ave the
brown, withered, worthless leaves, such
as the wintry winds are now whirling
through the forests.

“ Nothing but leaves; tho Spirif grioves

Ovor o wastod lifo;
Sin commnitied while consceionco slopt,
Promises made, but nover kopt,

Idlo words for onrnost Jdoeds-—
Nothing but leaves!

And shail swo meot the Mastor 80,
Bearing our withored loaves?
The Saviour looks for porfect frult—
e stand bofore-Him ashamed ond mute
Whaiting that word He broathes—
Nothing bud laves 1"

Such are the sad thoughts and sor-
rowful self-reproaches that are troubling
the spirits of many professed Christians
as they review the year now closing.
They admit that they have backslidden
from their * first love,” and have borne
no frut to their Master's glory. But
the best repentance for sin is to forsake
it; and the only amends that can be
nade for neglected duties is to resume
them and perform them at ence. Do
not stop, then, my brother, with sighing
and sorrowing over the lost year that is
just gomg with its accounts to God.
Lay hold of the incoming year by the
forelock, and begin it with a new con-
secration of yourself to Jesus. Go back
to that deserted place of prayer. Dut
on the armour afresh—humbled, yet
hopeful. Scek such a reconversion as
Peter had when he came out of Pilate’s
gurden weeping, but forgiven. Make
for yoursclf a *happy new year” by
commencing a new lifel ¢ This hattle
is lost,” said one of his Marshals to
Napoleon, “but there is time enough
before sundown to jight anothar and
win it.” The opening year calls usto
new resolutions, new hopes, snd new
consecrations. It has glorious revivals
in store for us, if we will but resolve—
with God's lelp—to cover with golden
frutt the boughs that have been bearing
aothing but leaves l—N. Y, Isvanyelist.

ON THE DOWN GRADE.

An old Colifornia stage-driver was on
his death-bed. His eyes were closed.
Ils hands were cold.  He was rapudly

s “run’” of hie.
by

the master?” The dymg stage-driver
rephed: «Im on the down grade, and 1
can't reach the brake.”

1. Death comes to all. No will-power
of man can vesist it. After the most
faithful effort to rench the hights ot
middle life; after tho »teadiest pressure
on the * brakes,” to ease the descent to
death, there comes a woment when the
foot refuses to obey the will, when the
“brake slips from our hold, and we
glide down to our doom of death. This
is invariable and unavoidable.

2. The tendency of ¢in 1s downward.
It sweeps the soul on with & swift cur-
rent. Sin runs on a down grade ail the
way. The descent may be slow, and at
first impereeptible, but is sure, and at
overy step the downward inclination in-
crenges, and the movement becomes
more rapid. It is very deccptive, ofien
delightful ; but, unarrested, it is damuo-
ing. Howterribleto findone'sself on the
« down grade " at the end of life!

8. The lold upon the « brake ™ lost !
How terrible! The frantic steeds press
on. The unlightened load pushes upon
them. The deep chasm yawns now on
this side, now on that., Thestagercels.
The passengers shriek oul in the agony
of fear, and then of despair, Convul-
sively the driver reaches after the lost
brake. Itisin vain. 'loolate! The
speed of this chariot of death cannot be
checked. Tho ruin is irrctricvable.
Habit is master now. Pussion is master
now. Tho will is demeralized Hopeis
gone. Strongth is gone. Time wasted,
returns no more. Down, down,.down.

A cryl o deep darkness! .Silencel—
8. S. Journal, -

DR. GUTHRIE ON CLERICAL
INCOMES.

The Rov. Dr. Guthrio prosided a the
annual meeting in Glasgow,.on the 22nd
ult., of the Society for the Benefit of

tho Sons and Daughters of those Min.
isters and DMissionaries of the Freo
Church of Beotland whose cireum-
stances prevent themn from giving their
ohildren an education befitting o clorgy-
man's family, The report read showed
that the incomo for tho year smounted
to £1,454, and that 180 applicants had
raceived grants, the average sum given
to cnch being £11 8s, 8d. After re-
ferring to the remnrkable success which
had attended all the great organizations
of the Free Church since her severance
from the State, now possessing an an-
nual rovenne of above £400,000, with
three theologieal colleges, with o steff
of missionaries oceupying the high
places of the field in the three Presi-
dencios of Indin and Africa, with sta-
tions planted along the Mediterranean
from the Rock of Gibraltar to the Bay
of Naples, not to speak of her schools
at home planted in the poorest and
sparsest as well asin the richest and
most densely peopled distriet, the Rev.
Dr. said she had her Sustenation Fund,
which, like a great central heart, sends
its blood and nutriment to the most
distant extremities of the country. No
wonder that tho lessons of her history
had shaped the course of statesmen,
and that other Churches had been
ready to borrow her machinery. Much,
however, ag she had done, she had be-
fore her work as regerded the emolu-
ments of her ministers, for they were
not adequate to the necessities of their
position. This is, however, he con-
tinued to sny, a truth that applies to
other Christinn Dodies than owr own,
and tho ovil of which in some instances
presses .even more hardly and heavily
on State endowed Churches than it does
on us, Our pre-Disruption ministers,
for example, have enjoyed larger in-
comes than we find ministers holding
the position of parish ministers in Scot-
land.  And, then, we have nothing cox-
responding to what you will find in the
State endowed Chureh of England—

tho old sum of money, and theveby is
worse off than ever he was before, Now,
theso things ought to be remedied. I
beliove in-many cnges it is true, as the
poot sings, that more ovil is wrought by
want of thought than want of lemt;
and I think there are bottor du}m coms
ing, that the tide of Christian I hornlit

is.rising—and rising rapidily. I look
forward to the day, ab no distant period,
I may not live to see it—it is not likely
T shall—but I think I see the dawn of
o better day, when the pulpit shall be
no longer the only profession that is
doomed to poverty. I do not ask great
things for my brethren, but 4 ask that
they should enjoy the common comforts
—that they should be, ns fux as possible,
relieved from the pecuniary caves of
life. I do not desive that ministers
should roll in wealth. I {» not like to
seo-them like the rich man in the para-
e, or a cardinal at Rome, clothed in
purple and fine linen, and faring sump-
tuously cvery day. 1 stand here for
them, and in their name offer the prayer
of Agar—I address it to God—I address
it to the people—* Give me neither pov-
erty nor riches,” bub take poverty away
with its forbidding aspeet.  And I want
that removed that the finest talent and
and genius of the country may grace-its
pulpits, and that the energy which nuany
a pious layman now earries to business
may be consecrated to the highest of all
businesses—to the prenching of the
glarious Gospel of the blessed God, 1
frust that day is coming—may God
speed it on; and how were it he'ped and
Lastened on if the prophecies of Tyre,
whose merchants and traflickers, like
your own, were among the honourable
of the earth, if these prophecies were
fulfilled in our country—**And her mer-
chiandise and hier hire shall be holiness
to the Liord ; it shall not be treasured
or laid up ; for her merchandise shall be
for them that dwell before the Tord, to
cat sufficientlyand for durable elothing.”

ILLUSTRATIONS AND FIGURES
OF SPELCHL

Blackwool’s Magazine says, in an ax-
ticle on ¢ THustration :"'—

«« Perhaps there is uo intellectual gift

men * passing rich on £40 a year'—
gentlemen and clergymen of whem some
years ago, in the diocese of Worcester, t
there were £200 that had not more than
£100 a year—of whoum, in the diocese
of Caxlisle some years ago, half that
sum was the whole hvings of the half of
the whole clergy in the dicese. I Jknow
somewhat of the liardships of a min-
ister’s position, and I spenk frauhly be-
cause 1 am in & position to do so more x
than muny of my brethren. Formally %
and nominally minister of St. Johw’s, ‘
Edinburgh, I reecive nothing from its‘
i
|
i

funds, and beyoud the Sustenation
TFund I receive nothing from the I'ree
Church. By the bounty of a generous
public and the resources of my own pen,
Ihve. I feel on that very sccount all
the more bound fo speak for my
brethren.
the Irish beggar. In fact, I think thiy
err in having too much delicacy. Deli-
cacy is all very well, but tho interests of
their families, and the interests of re-t
ligion, and the interests of Cluist's
kingdom, are not te be sacrificed to%
delicacy. You nay say there is mor li
cowardice in that case, that there is
pusillanimity. Well, I dou’t deny but
to some exteut theve is. It were fur
better that a mninister should set the
matter plainly before those b){ whoin
he has a right to be comfortably main- !

{ Lourt, sud getting friends

tamed-—state the matter frankly and t

reaching the * station ™ at the end of y plunly to lis people—than be hara=scd
A friend standing | ;
observed that the dying man was | of anxiety on his spirit,
moving his right foot with o sort of con- | self thereby fur his work,
vulsive jerk, and smd to lum s What s | debt, getting

with pecuniary cares and carry a load
unfitting Lim-
falling iuto!
into the Bankruptey
to raise sub-
seriptions tu hquidate his obligations,
and having the prospeet before him
when he dies of having his wifo and
children thrown on public charity. I
am not astenished at worldly people,
more formal professoxs, who think
they do their duty when they go!
to church Sunday afier Sunday
taking mno interest in their min-
ister's comfort. But I do stand aston-
ished when I find that pious people,
lovers of Jesus Christ, many of them
take so little interest in regard to the
comfort and condition of their ministers.
I have asked such people, What is your
minister's stipend? but they know no
more about it than the man in the moon,
and they give themselves no concarn
about the matter. Now, I say thatis
not as things should be. People ought
to take into account the very increaso
of household expenses—they ought to
take into account that the price of pro-
visions has increased to nearly doublo
what it was many years ago—they ought
to take into account the large inerease
on the wages and resources of tho other
classes of socicty. DBut asif they were
in profound ignoranco of all that, in
many cases they leavo their ministoers
at the old mark, with the old sum of
money, that won’t command more than
half what it once did. "Why should not
tho minister riso with tho rising pro-
sPerity of the country? DBut, worse
than that, the prosperity of the country
is his yuin, 'While household servants,
tradepeople, postmen, policemen, and
even scavengers are getting/a risein

They cannot clamour like | jng to any shave of his gift. There are

that conveys o greater senso of power
than that of ready and felicitous illustra-
tion, or one that wins its possessor a
more undisputed pre-emdnence. It is
one of those points on which it may be
snid that all people know themselves,
and are forced to acknowledge a superi-

or. A man may talk nonsense and not §

know it, orwrite commonplace in full
sersuasion that he is original, or uphold |
\is fallacies against the conclusions of
the ablest logician ; but he cannot help
knowing when ke is ns hand at an illus-
tration.”

It adds: “When we say that most
imen sie without the gift in question, it
is obvious that we moan of original il-
lustration. Only a poet could fixst in-
vest Timoe with wings; but we talk of
the flight of time now without pretend-

certain figures incorporated in the lan-
guage which we cannot speak without
using. We are all poetical by proxy.”
Of the object of illustration: “Its
serious office is to help along an abstract
argument, to lighten and facilitate the
discussion of grave topics, to administer
a filhp to infirm attention, and arrest a
stragghing wayward fancy. IDlustations

continued.

THE DEACON'S SERMON

Trom the deacon’s standpoint the
minister's salary was lnxge, indeed  on-
ormous,” ns the dencon used {o say.
In point of fact, it was very moderate,
being only $4560 & year, and $50 of that
to bo taken in wood. But wo must
look ab it from the deacon’s point of
view. :

He lived npon and oultivated a farm
that furnished him and his family al-
most an ontire living. When they
wanted groceries, or any kind of store
s goods,” he would make a trade of
butter and eggs, and supply their
wants., This left him but very little to
sell for cash, and consequently the
good deacon handled but }iftle actual
money from oue year's end to the other.
Two hundred dollars, and sometimes
fifty or seventy-five mors, was all the
real cash the deacon saw in the year,
and, his necessities not requiving this
much, he usunlly had a considerablo
sum to his credit ab tho bank. Tlow
his minister, with not a lurze family,
could spend four hundred dollars in
cash every year, was more than he
could possibly comprehend. ¢ Thers
must be,” he thought, * great extrava-
gance somewhere.”

Seratching his head in a meditative
sor of way, he went over fo the “store,”
where ho found a willing crowd to listen
to his “views.” In lis opinion, the
minister did not earn hi- money.
«What doos he do, any way 2 he said,
addressing a neighbour who sat on a
box amusing himself by tossing up in
hig hand o couple of beans. ¢ Most of
the time he wears his best clothes and
goes around a-visiting on {he people, a-
taking tes with the women, and a havin’
a good time, while e and you iz haurd
a-workin'.”

The men of tho beans nodded his
head and flung the beans more a.sidu-
ously, as though they had something to
do with tho work referved to by the

deacon, «

«And then as to preachin'—I'd like
to know what there is in that?” he
«If & man couldn't write
in half & day enough to read half an

howr on, why I'd think he'd better quib

the business, wouldu't you?” The

thrower of beans not being disposed to

take issue with the deacon, he con-
tinued, “Now, I don't sev up preten-
sions to be smarter than most folks, bub
if T can’t write with tlus very hand”
(holding out a hand that dil not look
as though it had been go.en up with
any specinl reference to hiclling o pen),
“ns good & sermon in half a day as the
minister preaches to us, I'll quit being
a deacon—and Il preach it, too, in

the chureh, if he'd give me & chance.”

This last remsak, in the course of
time, got around to the wiinister’s ears,
and hie dotermined at ths first oppor-

tunity to give the deacun u clunce to

try his “gufts.”

Phis soon ocewrred. Only a few

weeks after the conversavion refetred to,

it happened that the minister was called
to bo absent from home for o Sabbath.
So going over to the deacon’s house
enrly on Monday morning, he stated to
him the necessities of the case, and in-
sisted that he should prepare a sermon
and preach in the pulpt the following
Sabbath.

A view of the deacon’s face that mo-

don’t prove a point, but they help us to

| tide over the labour of proof, and sweet-

en the extreme effort to most men of |
stendy thought. Of all gifts this secures ‘
readers for weighty and tvilsome ques-
tions on morals, politics, and religlon ;

jand is the only legitimate method of

hghtening these, except, indecd, extreme ‘
neatness aud precision of expression,
wlich ean for a time dispense with all !
ornaaent or alleviation whatever, to the
seventy of the topic under ireatment.” '

Figures are out of place when used
evidently as a mero embellishment:

«\When authors insert metaphor as
an ornament, which is the way many
people view it, 1t does not deserve to be
read. A really bappy metaphor is part
and parcel of the work, and ought no
more to be regarded as a superfluity
than a child’s golden tresses, on the
ground that it can live in health with-
out them.

«Phe simide that lives is of the es-
sence of the,page where it is enschrined,
coeval with the matter it lluminates, or
at least flashing upon the author while
ho still muses upon what ho las writ-
ten.

JIIGII RATES OF INTEREST.

Vith n view of indicating plainly the
great difficulty on ihe part of boorowers
paying o high rate of interest, we ask
a careful consideration of the increase
of capital invested at tho various rates
of interest, as set forth in the following
statement :

If one dollar be invested, and the in-
terest added to the prineipal ennually,
ab tho xato named, we shall have the
following result as the acewmulation ot
100 years-:

wages, the minister is bound down to

One Qollar, 100 }em at 1 per cont..- -.§ 2
do - do 8 d0 ... 19,
do do [} 310
do do 8 203
4o do
do do 10
do* do 12
. do 1
i do 18
%0 a0 8 G0 e SB5LTN04

ment-would have been highly amusing.
Thefirst slight tinge of swrprise soon
gave way to an expression of pride, con-
fidence, and friumph most refreshing to
contemplate.  Tiaying hold of the lower
of two huttons that held lus vest to-
gother, he commenced twisting at ite—
as waa his enstom when labouring under
grent mental excitement—and replied :
«Well, dominie”—this was a term he
alwave used on state ascasions—** if
you really think I must, 1 wil do the
best T ean.”  And then he added, after
o moment's hesitation, L ham't gob
tho books. I suppose you will let
me into your study to write—L1l go
home for dinner.”

« Oh, certainly,” replied the dominie,
haxdly able to suppress & shght twinklo
in his oyes, “and my wife will be
pleased to have you fake dinner and
supper, too, with her, if you should not
get through before menltime.”

«Very good,” said_the deacon; «I'l
go over as soon as I get my morning
chores done up.”

‘An hour later, but yet early in the
morning, found the deacon in the min-
ister's study proparing for work. o
had left word at home to keop somo
dinner for him, as he might possibly
not get lis serinon written so soon a8
he expected, but still espressed the
opinion that as he only had to writo
enough to keep him reading half sn
hour, ho would, if e had no bad luek,
got through by noon. .

To giva the deacon the credit due
him, it must bo said that he_did have,
with ail his failings, & fountain of good
gensgo in his mind, and was o pretty
good judge of what a sermon ought to

0.

The minister's good wifo had pro-
pared everything tahis hend. Sho had
placed paper and ink on tho tdble, to-
gether with a Bible, Cruden’s Concord-
ance, and a most formidable pile of com=
mentarios, .

The deacon procéeded at once. to busi

ness. Ho stood & moment to take ®

. E—
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® though much inclined not to, he yet
g went.

PR . con's atiempis to write a sexmon.—S. 5.

B suitable care from day to day.

B them, keep off the vermin, wash them
8 once o week or <o, and ocensionally give
B8 thetn o little guano in the water that is
AR applied.
B | ssible,
a8 the shade.
& beautiful plants, and childven as well as
3B others are made the better by their cul-

¥ been reminded of this, as we have seen

the window of somo poor person who
g could not afiord o flower-pot, but made
fuse of an old lea-pot with the nose

B dence in those that love flowers.
e Lutter Cliristians for growing flowers

B%urc delivered in Brooklyn, deseribed the

B and graceful and beautiful in woman, we

I8 might cliallenge thewholeworldto bring
8 2 pictwe of woman worthy to be com-

Fonlr superintended tie duties of her

B was degrading; thatit belongedto ¢ com-
I8 mon’ people.
R manly beauty was an ethereal ereature,
R with fair features and a frail body, sup-

’ sory to such a result. 1t might be truly
M snid of them, < They toil not, neither do
Fthey spin, yet Solomon in all his glory

g model wives should be industrions.”

§ It means only that our Liord spoke first
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survey of tho situation, and then throw | ENCOURAGING FACTS CONCERN-

.off e cont, and, throwjng it over &
.chair, rolled up his red-flaamel shirt-
gleeves with ns much enorgy ns though
he was going to chop wood. Then he
sat down aé the table, counted out as
many sheets of sermon paper
thought he would use, and- pronounced |
himself all ready, By this time it was
# fow minutes after nine o'clock,

«Well,” said he to himself, “the
first thiny I suppose ministers have to |
gottle is, vhut text they will seleot.”
Here he took up the Bible and glanced
through it. There wore plenty of texts
thera begond doubt, but whioh one?
This was a puser. Now ho thought of
a certuin verse—now of another. Ile
read part of o chapter hove, and pirt of
another there, and then lay back in his
chair and thought—the lower button
was suffering texribly.

Here was o lext that would do, but
the minister had preached upon it lately
—here wis another that would make o
splenlid diceonrse, but the condition of '
the church was not such as to warrant 1
that kiud of n scrmon. After a great!
denl of reflection, both of those were re- !
jeeted.

Tirstly : Just then, to the deacon’s{
horror, the clock struck eleven. Ile
ecught up his pen and dipped it in the |

inkebat there was that stubborn faet, !
Ho wondered |

how ministers decided that_ very im-! B 5 S A h
w0l 1 now I bave it,” ! lofty prméiple of action which their re- | of 4l Musselmans. This attracts the

«No; that won't do!

he must have a text.

portant mnatter.
he cxclaimed.
either.”
Sceandly : The hour soon passed, axta
thus ended the first Lalf-day.
Thirdly : Promptly ab twelve the min-
ister’s wife called him to dinner, and al-

Lastly : 'Phis was the last of the dea-

Workman.

FLOWERS IN THE WINDOW.

See thnt these beautiful objects have
Water

Let them have all the sunlight
for most plents do not well in
Home i3 made pleasant by

g tivation and care. It is a cheap and
availakle source of plensure, and within
the reach of all.  How often have we

% rose geranium, or some other plant in

knocked off, or some other vessel of little
value. Flowers eduente and refine. We
always fecl that we can put more confi-
We

Fand enjoyiug their bonuty. Count not
that time and money lost thatis d_voted !
to their growth. o

THE MODEL WIFE.

Rev. Dr. AL A.Wi]its, in a recent lee-

nodel wife of ancient fimes, Among
other traits of her character which he re-
ferred to, was her industry, He said:—
«She was the model woman of that
period, for this age, and for all ages to
come. Costumeand eustoms had chang-
ed, but all these essentinl fcatures of
womanly character nxe as fitting now as
then. 'The speaker then read the dis-
eription of her in the book of Proverbs,
andrawnarked that all that haman genius
Liad lubored for centuries o embody in
-maible,on canvas,or in the pages of poetry
or conception of that which wes true

pared with this, Tue whole picture
vas lizhted up with the glow of & most
cheerful, hieaithful activity. She not

Bliovsehioll, but worked with her own
Ehands. The daughters of modern society
fmigit here learn a useful hint. The
 iden prevailed, now-a-days, $oa gread
| oxtent, ameng young ladies, that work

The modern iden of wo-

ported by whalebone. The hearty, vig-
orous, blushing rose used to be the em-
blem of beanty, bub it is now the lilly,
koven thongh lilly white be mage acces-

was not arrayedlike ono of these.' The
iden of domestic industry being vulgar
is one of the conceits of modern days.
Neither rich nor pot » were exempt from

! jons held of him in private circles, has

the divine law that _adustry was hoath-
ful end proper.  You, ladies, to become

—— e

A Sunday school teacher, in my pre-
sence, told the children that the Lord
checked Simon Peter as he entered the
house, Matt. xvii. 25, ¢ And when
he wag como in, Jesus prevented him,”

on the subjeot which, he know Peter was
gomng to present to him for decision.—

G ashmwarDuDo‘

by o lissing svand.

ING CHINA.

The London Missivnary Chronicle enu-
merates the following ;— -

First:—China possesses a writtenlan-

as he | gpungo through which we mny communi-

cate our ideas to Chinamen luevery pro-
vince of the Empire.

Second :—Ldueation prevails very ex-
tensively., Every village or town has!
schools in proportion to its sizo, Sliep- |
keepors can all vend and write and keep |
acconnts. The song of well-te-d-. far-
mers, and innkeepers, and many of the
peasants who attend mackets, cun yead, ,
though this is not true of tho mazs of |
farm laborers,

Third :—Their Titeratnre is ail based
on truth and moral maxims to whieh |
missionaries ean refer with great power, |
even as we refer to the Bible. 1

Fourth:—The Chinese youth are in-.

H

' Joctrinatcd in all the pinciples andhigh !

worality of their ancient books.
Fifth:—None of the Chinese clacdies
cucourage idolatry.  They denouuce it !
No idols were known in China tll within
the last 2,000 years. !
Sivth :—Their theory of govermment !

1 HE ey i L - . - .
is among the most perfect on earth. | i futh, hutibisalso directed towards

Thewr laws about sucevssion, the selee-
tion of the wiss and the talented for rulers, §
and their code of Iaws arve alladmirable.
But the great want is some 1ital and §
H

ligious systems caunot fwinish, For
lack of this their high moralities nre
only theories while the life is vile. The
body is there, the animating spirit is
wanting. The temple of the King of
Kings waits his occupation.

«LIBERAL" CHRISTIANITY.

There is one thing in particular which |
it behooves the general public to take
note of in connection with the case of
Rev. George H. Hepworth. It is the
exceeding illiberality of the so called
«Libera] Christianity.”

Tt has been the boast of Unitarian
leaders that their denomination, above
all others, tolerated freedom of opinion
in religious matters. The denomination
has encouraged suchfreedom by steadily
refusing to formulate a distinetive doc-
trinal Llief. It has charged Congre-
gationalists and other Evangelical bodies
over and over again, with narrowness
where it was brond, and has pointed
triwnphautly to instances of our rigid
adhercuce to the fath once delivered to |
the saints in prof of the charge. TUni- !
tarians, it Las been stouliey clnimed,
are the truly liberal Clristians. Al
others are wholly illiberal. f

The case of Mr, Hepworth is a strik- {
ing and undeninble proof that all this
boasted liberality is a name and not n‘

i
!

thing. Iereis o man and o minister,
who, whatever may bave been the opin-
been publicly praised and flattered by i
tho organs of the denomination for years
and now that he hasundergone achange |
of Yeligious belief, tnd has mnade a new
religious profession, Dbe is turned upon
with undisguised malignity, and made
the object of all manner of abuse.

Wo allnded Dbriefly last wesk to this
«change in the wind,” as noticeable in
the utterances of Rev. Dr. Bellows.
What shall be said of the following edi-
torial swhich nlso appears prominentlyin
the Likeral Christian? ]

s An anxiousfriendinquires:—* What
is to become of the Unitarian body with-
out George II. Hapworth, and of the
country without James Fisk, Jr?* We
give it up, Time will tell.”

We nre Lappy te admit that the words
above quoted far esceed in bitierness
and meaness any others that have come
ander our notice, but nono of the Uni-
tarian commewts which we have seen
upon Mr. Hepworth'a withdrawl from
that deuomination, whether in-press or
pulpit, are in keeping with its professed
iiberality in such matters. Its boasted
principles have been tried and found
wanting.

We cannot help comparing the Uni-
tavian treatment of Mr. Hepworti with
the Evangelical trontment of some min-
isters whose names occur to us, who
have recently stepped from Presbyterian
or Congregaticnal to Unitarian churches.
Nor can anybody for & moment hesitate
to say \vl)ic{x has been the most truly
liberal. It must be set down as a fact
that, while Unitarianism is very loud in
its paper professions, when it comes to
actual cnses Evangelical sentiment is
far more catholic and tolerant towards
those who depart from it.

The truth is that the Unitariens are
very sore over Mr. Ilepworth’s with-
draw), and their chagrinis ill-disguised.
—"The Congyregationalist,

Mount Vesuviug is now in eruption.
although not very actively. A corre-
spondent of the Athenaum, who, in com-
pany ,with some friends, visited the
neighbourhood of tho great crater ot
long since, relates o noteworthy fact in
regard to the large blocks of stone which
aro hurled. into the air at intervals,
They ascend without any rotary motion
whatever, so that their shapes can be
clearly perceived; while, on the other
hand, they rotata rapidly in descending,
aud their motion is then accompanied

THE MOHAMMEDANS IN INDIA.

In 4 late numberthoLondon Spectator
uses the following languasge relative to
Indin:

 Ony dominion hangs even now, to-
day, bya hair.  Ab anvmoment, in any
year, n Mussleman Cromwell may take
the field, and the empirebe temporarilly
over .;hehned in nniversnl massacre.”

Comunenting on these words, o Balti-
more journal says that the Mohamme-
daass, who number thirty millions, were,
in 1857, excluded from the military and
eivil sertiee, and the Hindoo preferrcd
for these positions,  This degredation,
it is snid, Lhe Mohammedan- heenly fulf,
aud s they comprise the best military
jaterial in India, they ate not to be
despiscd.  One of the most dungerois
classes of the Mohammeda -, isaseet eall-
ed, after {Leir founder, Wahabees, whicls,
in 1822, ostallishéd a colony on the
uorthiwestern froutier of Hindestan, be-
yond the plains of the Indus. The
doctrine which they most wrgently preach
is the relizious obligaticn of estirpating
the Europeans.

But the Wahabee movement is not
limited to a revival ameung the Moham-
medans of this most terrible feature of

the conversion to Islam of the other
races of Indin. This offort is wonder-
fully successful. One of their fundimen-
tul tenets is the absolute social equality

lower classes of Ilindoos. Consequently
the converts to Islam have increased by
scores and hundreds of thousands every
year, Accessions of entire villages at
o.ice, liave been frequent.  These con-
veibs are so many rec titsforthe threat-
ened rebellivn. The first duty of their
new religion is the extermination of their
forcign rulers. Thousands of these
fanatics] missionarivs, organized with
great skill and concealed by disguises,
ave said to be traversing India, circula-
ting tracts of their faith, and preaching
o universal revolt and massacre of the
European infidels. Of course, the
British Government will take due
mensures to preves.t the success of any
such movement. The lapse of India
into Mohmmnmedanism, from its present
high condition of civilization, would be
truly deplorable.

CHANGES IN JAPAN,

Newspapers of o certain kind, in the
native language, have been published in
Japan, for about four years; but the
Yokohama Daily News, a purely Japanese
paper, which has vecently been started,
is meeting with ihe greatest success.
It is o four-page sheet, and is abont the
size of the London Ilustreted News, or
Hearth and Home,

The changes which ave taking place
throughout Japon in regard to dress are
not only numerous but oftentimes amnus-
ing. The customs of the West are
rapidly coming into fashion, and when
the dandies about town endeavour to
Dblend the twosstyles of America and the
Orient, they often appear as funny as
do the Ameriean Indians when visiting
YWashington, with their legs enveloped
in dcer-skins, and their heads covered
with black hats. It was only afewdays
ago that one of the officis of the gov-
ernment was seen passing into one of
Zhe public offices dressed entively like
an Ameriean gentleman, when 1o at-
tending messenyger stopped himandsaid,
«that foreigners were mnvt admitted
without a proper passport ;" sud when
the subordinate discovered his mistake,
he was almost ready, in o fit of excite-
ment, to commit hari-kaxi.

Within the wetosure of his castle the
Emperor 1s now baildig o residence on
the Luropean plan, wlueh will be fur-
nished by the artisans of France.

The ability to read andspenk theTng-
lisk language is now considered by the
governmment o quite hecessary accom-
plisinnent among the leading officials.
Not only are English-spealing Japanese
preferred for all the important offices,
but the govermaent is inaugurating the
policy of sending the natives of onepart
of Japan to another, no matter liow re-
mote, to assist iu publicafiairs, whereby
thie varied interests of the people may
bo better understood.

et

TAX ON WORDS.

What a pity there is not a fax upon
words! what an income the Queen
would got from it ! but, alas! taxing
pays no toll.  And if lies paid double,
the government might pay off the
National Debt; but who could collect
tho money.? Commmon fame is & com-
mon liar.” Hearsay is Lalf lies. A tale
never loses in telling. As a snow-ball
grows by rolling, so does a story. They
who walk much lie much, If men only
said what was true, what a peaceful
world wo should see! Silence is wis-
dom, and, by this rule, wise men and
women are scarce.  Still waters ave the
dcopest ; but tho shallowest Dbrooke
praw] tho most ; this shows how plex-
tiful fools must be. An open mouth
shows an cmpty head. If tho chest
had geld or silver in it, it would not
always steed wide open. Talking
comes by nature, but it needs a good
deal of training to lcarn to be quiet;
yet regard for truth should put.a-bit in
every honest man’s mouth, and'a bridle
upon every good woman's.tongue.

If we snust talk, at least let us bei
free from slandar, lot us not blister our |
tongues with backbiting. Slander may |
be sgort to tale-hearers, but it is denth '
to those whom they abuse, We can-
commit murder with the tongue as weli:
- as with the linnd, The worst evil you

e do i man is to injure his chatucte 5,
as o Quaber euid to Lis dog, Tl not
beat thee, nor abuse thee, but I'll give
thee an ill nume.” All wre not thicves
: that dogs burk at, but they are gene-
rally treated as if they weio; for the
cmost it believe that wheie theie s
smoke there 13 five, and what «very-
- body says taust bo true, Let us then
be careinl that we do not hmet o
neighbour in so tender a point na Lis
¢ character, £or it is lord to get dirt off
if it is once thrown on; and when a
.man is once in people’s bad bools, he ,
. 18 hardly ever quite out of tnem.  If we :
would Lo sure not to speak amiss, it.
might be as well to speak as little as
{ possible ; for if all men’s sins were di-
i vided into two buudles, half of them;
twould be sin of the tongue. *If nuy;
1 man offend not in word, the same is |
perseet man, and able also to bridle the ,
whele body.™ i

Gossips of both genders givo up the
shameful trade of tale-bearing; don’t:
be the -evil's Lellows any longer, to}
i blow up the fire of strife. Leave offy
| setting people by the ears. If youdo:!
s not eut a bit off your tongues, at least |
f gonson them with the salt of grace.:
; Praise God more and blame neighbours ;

less. Any goose can cackle, any fly
can find out a sore place, any empty
barrel can give forth sound, any brier
tean turn n man's flesh. No flies go
¢t down vour thront if you keep your
t mouth shut, and 1o evil spenking will
i come ur, Think much, bub say hittle;
i bo quick at work and slow at talk; and,
|
]

t

above all, ask the great Lord to seba
wateh over your lips.—dJohn Dlogh-
man,

ROBERT MOFFAT AND THE

«DOGS."

When the missionary, Robert Mof-
fat, began to preach to the heathen, ho
was barely of age. On his arrival at
the Cape of Good Hope, X was somo
time before he could get the consent of
the government to preach outside the
colony. There was n suspicion ab that
time that imissionaries going to the
tribes in the interior wewd carry with
them guns and annmunition. During
the delay, Moffat's time was not wasted.
Ho lived with a pious Hollander, who
taught him Duteli; and when he re-
ceived tI consent of the government
lie was quaiificd to preach to tho Boers,
or Durch furtaers, and their native ser-
vants,

On bis first start up the couatry, he
begzed & night's lodging of a buly
farmer, who ronred out his refusal like
o beast of the forest, The homeless
stranger, howevey, met with o better re-
ception from his wife, and was offexed
both bed and board.

« Whither bound, and what's your
errand 2 he was asked ; and when he
told he was going to Orange River to
teach the way of salvation, « What i’
wag the exelamation, “to that hot, in-
hospitable region ; will the perple there,
think you, listen to the gospel, or un-
derstand it if they do ?”

e was then nasked by the lkind-
hearted sran to prench to lier and lex
liusband, which gave him great delight.
The Boer had one hundred Ioitentot
servants, but these did not appear.

«May nonc of yowr servants come
in 2" Moffat said to the farmer. s

« Eh?' roared the man, *“Hotten-
tots ? Go to the mountains and preach :
to the Labuons; or, if yon ike, T
fetel my dogs, and you may preach to
them.”

Cthe last two versos,

EXCEEDING ABU

NDANTLY.

Rev, v, Merle D Aubignn tells how
the riches of divine grace ren-hed his
heart :

«Wa were ofadving the Lpistle to
tlie Epl-esinns, amd had put to the end
of the third chupter. When we read
- Now nnfo him
who is uble to do cieceding abandantly
whove il that w: - sk o think. uzeord-
iug to the power that verloth inous,
unto Hun be gioryy ete., thi- eipres-

wion dil upon wy & onl e woaedation

frain God, Il o op de by his powery’
T oddd te wmysdf, -ubesve W owe ask,
wbove nll even that we Hoaul—no, ox-

- geedingdy abundantly above ail?’ A full

trast in Clidse for the work 4o he Jdone
witlia tay poor Leart now hiled my
soul, We all three hnelt Jdown; and
aleh mgh T Lind never fully confided my
inward strugeles to 1ay foends, the
pusser of Ricw vas bllud with wach ad-
mirable faith as Lie would Lave uttered
had #ie known sll my wants, When I
arose iu that-iun room at Ko, I felt as
i ©my wings wererenewed as the wings
of cagles. From that time forward I
comprehended that my own efforts wero
of no aval; that Chriat is able to do oll
Ly His » power that worketh in 13 ;o and
thie habitaal attitade of my soul was to
lic at the foot of the cra-:, wrying fo
IGm: *Here am I, boand haud and
fool, unable to move, unable to do the
leass tlung to get away from the enemy
who oppresses o, Do all Thyself. I
Tnow that The wile ¢o it.  Lhou willk
even do exceeding abwidantly above all
that T ask.’

«1 was oot disappointed; all my
doubts were rameved, Iay anguish
quelled, and the Tord extended to me
‘peace as a nver.' Then T could com-
-prehend with all saints what is the
breadth, and length, and depth, and
height ; and know the love of Chuish
whicl passeth knowledge. Then was I
able to say, ‘Return unto thy rest, O
my soul! for the Lord hath dealt boun-
tifully with thee.”

SACRIFICE AND CULTURE. )

The truth is that the whole culture of
the world is built on sacrifice ; and all
the nobleness in the world lies in that.
To show that, it is only necessary to
point tothose classesof mcn and spheres
of action, which exert the widest in.
fluence upon the improvement and wel-
fare of mankind, They willall be found
to bear that mark,

Look, first, ot theprofessional {eachers
of the world—the anthors, artists, pro-
fessory, schoolmasters, elergyracn,  In
rcburns of worldly goods, their services
Lisve been paid less, than any other
cqual ability and accomplishment in the
world, Doubtless tuere Lave been ex-
ceptions ; scin. English bisbops and
Rouman prelates have beea rich; and
some authors and artists have gained a
modest competenee.  More are deing it
now, and yet more will. But the great
body of intellectual luborers, has been
poor. The ihstruction of the world, has
beeh carried on by perpetual sacrifice.
A grand army of teachers—authovs,
artists, school-mnsters, professors, heads
of colleges—Lave been through ages,
carrying on the war ngainst ignorance ;
but o trinmphal procession has been
decreed to it; no spoils of conqueredpro.
vinces have come to its coffers; mno
crown imperial has invested by pomp
aud power. 1n lonely watch-towers the
fires of genius have burned, butto wasto
and consume the lamyp of life, while they
gave light to the world.

1t is no answer to say thal the vietims
of intcllectual toil, broken down i health
or foctune, Lave counted thdir work, o
privilege and joy. As wcll deny the
matyr's sacrifice, becanse lie has joyed

The quick-witted wmissionary, taking
i the word out of his rough friend’s lips,
read s lus text, ** Trath, Lord; yeb e
dogs eat of the erumbs which dl from
their master's table.”

The text was fastened as a nailin o
sure place, as thoroughly as if it had
been driven home by a master of as-
semblies.

«No more of that,” cried the Doex,
« 'l bring yea all the Hottentots in the
place.”

He was a3 good as his word. The
barn was crowded, and the sermon was
preached.

«Who," said the farmer, in o more
musical voice, “who hardened your
hammer to deal my hend such a blow ?
Tl never object to the preaching of
the gospel to Hottentots again.”—The
Forcign Missionary.

Franklin was a printer. Bolivar was
a druggist. Mahomet Ali was a barber.
Virgil was the scn of a potter. Milton
was the son of a seavenger. Horace
was the son of a shopkeeper. Demos-
thenes was the son of n cutler. Roberd
Bums was a plowman in Ayrshire.
Shakespeare was the son of & wood
stapler, Cardinal Wolsey was the son
of o pork butcher. Oliver Cromwsll
was.the son of a London brewer. Whit.
ficld was the son of an innkeeper ab
Gloucester. Columbus was the son of
of 8 weaver, and & weavor himself. |

d =

in hisintegrity. Andmanyof the world’s
intellectual benefactors liwve been mnar-
tyrs. Socrates died in prison, as a
public malefactor; for the healing Wis-
dom lie offered his people, deadiy poison
was the reward, Homer had a lot so
cbseure, at least, that nobody knew his
birthplace ; and indeed some modern
critics ave denying that thers ever was
any Homer. Plato txavelled back and
forth from lis lhome in Athens fo the
court of the Syracusan tyrant, regarded
indeed and fearad, bul persecuted and
in peril of life ; nay, and once sold fora
slave. Cicero shared a worse fate
Dante, all Lis life kuew, as hc expressee
ity—
“ ow salt was o stranger’s bread,

How hiard the path still up and down to tread,
A strangor's stairs.”

Copernicus and Galileo found scienco
no more profitable than Dauto found
poctry. Shakespeare had & Lome ; but
too poorly endowed to stand lung in his
nmme, after he liad left it; the income
upon which he retired was barely two
or three hundred pounds a year; and
so little did his contempories know or
think of him, that the critics hunt in
vair sor the details of his private life.
s Phe mightyspanof hislarge honours”
shrinks to an obscure myth of a lifo in:
theatres of T 1don or ou the banks of
tho Avon.—I'rom ¢t Selthood ond Sacri-
Jfice,” by Rev. O. Deicey, tn Oup AxDp New
Sfor Februaiy.

_ Onthe coast of Bootland marriages
‘Auctuate with the ca'ch of herrings—n

John Jacob Astor_once_sold apples on
the streets of New York.C— - '~

herrings, no vgddmgn #ud vice verve,
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be useful to the yeople, an_aid to tiie Pastor, andn
welcome visitor fnthousandsof Presbytorian howea

Tho “DBRITIST AMRRICAN PRESDYTERIAN" will bo
an Bight-payge Puper, published ovary Thursday, at
&2 00 por anrwm, jnvariably in advance: and im-
mediately aftor tho nrpcurnnco of tho fimst number,
a thorough canvass of the country, froun Winnipey
to Halifax, will bo 1nado; aud wo venturo to ask, an

Linlf of our awents, n cordial rocoption from Prea.
byterians throughout the Dominion.
C. BLACKETT ROBINSON,
Publisher and Propriotor.

British Duverican Lroshyterian,
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The first number of the Brrrisn
Axerrcax Prussyrenisxy must not be
taken as o fair specimen of what the |
paper will be in the future. In geiting,
it out we have bad to contend with |
numerous difficulties end drawbacks. |
Our exchange list was very impetfect;
our staff of correspondents not yeti or-
ganized ; and, indeed, all tho nrranwve-
ments necessary to the proper bringing
out of the paper were incomplete and
chaotic. In o couple of weeks we hope
to have everrthing in good working
order. Meanwhilo friends will kim’ﬂyl
exeuse shorteomings.

———— e =

WORDS OF CHEER.

We feel greatly enconrazed on the’
threshold of our enterprise by the kind!
jetters lately received from different
sections of the Church

An esteemed minister of the Ontario
Prosbytery writes: ** The more 1 hear
the’minds of our people regarding your
paper, the more convineod I feel that it
will be a great success.”

A Canndian minister, latoly 1emoved
to the Western States, in cnclosing his

subscription, says: T am very glod |

that our Church at long last is to have
a weekly paper * ¥ 'Thero are
Preshyterian Churcher in this country,
wot much larger than ours, that publish
several periodicals. The Canada Pres-
byterinn Church should support ons
well.” -

Another correspondent, & layman,
writing from Kincardine, Ont.. remarks :
+ T hiave long been waiting for the ap-
pearance of n respeclable paper as the
organ of owm Presbyterian Church. 1
will do what I can to pot up a club
here.”

And yet another, one of thr leaders
of the Church, when oxpressing his
feelings of good-will towards our under-
1aking, concludes as follows : * In my
eircle, whonever I mention tho plan of
tho newspaper, I find tho focling of
need for such o publication is generally
exprossed, nnd cordial good wishes for.
its success. * * I like your enmfler-
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viows expressed by numorous corre.
spondents, proving, if proof wero necos-
sory, that, in undertaking the publien-
tion of the DBurrisi Amenicany Porspy-
TRRIAN, Wo aro supplying a felt want.
Cheored, then, by theso oxpressious of
good-will, spontaneously offered, we
enter upon our work determined in
humble dependence on Divine help, to
spare no efforls likely to aid us n
realizing the just expoctations of many
friends.

-

—p—

OUR FORE.:3N MISSIONS,

Mlioro has long been a fecliny on the
part of many inthe Church thatwe have
been dereliet in onr duty of sending tho
Gospel to the heathon. Other churches,
though net as numerons or asabundant-
ly provided with tho necessary means,
have been greatly honoared by God in
that work, and have received ablessing
to themseclves while they thought of
others. Wo have indeed had much to
do at homo, and our work there is far
from overtaken, nay, is increasing overy
year, requiring additional labourer: and
mor. means. Wo have had churches
to build, and manses, and now the eres-
tion by our older congregations of more
costly and beautifl edifices than tho
first framo buildin~s, has entailed a
heavy tax on a large proportion of our
wealthiost members. Notwithstanding
all, however, a steady voice has been
raised at each annual meeting of our
Supremo Court, giving utterance to the
earnost yeaning of devoted men among
us and asking the Church to move for-
ward in the great work of evangelisation
beyond her own borders.

1t is now some fifteen vears sinee the
Church ealled one of ber ministers and
sont another minister from the Free
Church of Scotland, to undertake & mis-
sion in Bengal. The Indian mutiny
broke out soon after Mr. Stevenson's
arrival, when ho had toleave the station
whero ho proposed to begin his iabours
and to return to Scotland. No'ministera
went from this Church. The visit of
Dr. Goddio, somesix years ago, anew gavo
direction to the missionaryfinstinet, and
an effort was made to obtain a minister
among oursealves, orfailing that, toadopt
as our own nand sustain in tho now
Hebrides n missionary provided by the
church of the Lower Provinces. This,
howover, could not be effected. The
Church then turned to our own land,
and our funds for Foreign Missions were
espended in establishing » mission to
the Aborigines on the Suskatchewan,
This, under the conduct of Rev. James
Nisbot, and Liscompanious, hasbeen suc-
cessfully accomplished, and now hun.

going to the hoathen. Still more
eneouraging is the fact that some young
ladios have been moved fo offer their
gorvice if they can aid in tho work in
China. Nor aro the Indians of the
North-west to bo forgotton. Another
young man has alreadybeen approached
with o view to tho Suskatchewan
mission, and if no untoward occurrenco
provent, he will go to Mr. Nisbet's as-
sistanco in the spring.

Wa shall ho able from time to time to
inform our readers of the progress of
the mission work, and we hope also to
bo privileged to chironiclo an advancing
liberality among our Christian peopls.
‘We have, as o Chureh, a great deal on
hends, with no prospect we hope of
loss being undertaken. Cur Home Mis-
sion work requires o largely increased
support, and the endowment and full
equipmont of our colleges is no littla
undartaking ; but lot us thank God and
tako courage. Our country is very pros-
perous; our people, if not wealthy in the
modern sonse of there being wnany mil-
lionaires among us, are more than
comfortable, and have much to spare
after all necessarios are provided; and
every passing year adds to the number
of those who are in this position. The
sumsrequired aro quito within our power,
and it only remains to be seen whether
tho Chrristien feeling of missionary en-
torprise is sufficiently gonoral to warrant
the General Agsombly in devising yet
moro liberal things and carrying on
effectivoly the work of our Lord.

IIGHER EDUCATION FOR GIRLS.

Wo have not yet found a practical so-
lution for all our educational problems.
Ontario hag indecd a very good and
efficient system of Public Schooly, both
Elementary and High. There aro also
Collegiato Institutea and Upper Canada
College, woll ndapted for preparing those
youths that are aspiring to the still high-
er gtudies of the University. And al-
though we cannot speak of these institu-
tions in torms of laudation equal to thoso
used by their chief promoters, we aro
glad to beliove that all our Public
Schools and Colleges ara in o healthy
condition, and hope that they may out-
grow their defects, gather more strength,
and take a yet firmer hold on tho
peoplo generally. There are also Priv.
ate Schools in many places which are
doing a good work and meet the wants:
of o class for whom the Public Schools
zro unsuited, or have no attraction.
Nor do we especet these to deercase,
but rather increase, both in number
and cfficiency as the country ad-
vances. Theoretically our Public Schaols,
High Schools, Collegiate Institutes and

dreds of miles west of tho most western
settlements, 2ll alone on the prairie,
the raission farm and premises form a
centreof vivilization and Christian light;
whence, it is to be hoped, spiritual heal-
ing may go forth among the pagan

Indians, as last year alremedy wasthere !, . ioh Schools
found for the sonurgo of small pox. that + ing themselves of our High Schools and

decimated the wandering tribes.  Asthe

work m British Columbia and Vancou- !
ver'sIsland isnotdirectedito ..o heathen, |
we do not speak of it in this connection, |

Toreign MMission Yunds have been ex-
pended thereon.

At length the Chureh has entered on
the work so long desired and by many
devoutly prayed for, and we have been
privileged to see ono of our young men
go forth to undertake it. Mr. McKay
finished his course last year, completing
his studies in Edinburgh, and was or-
dained last autuma as our first mission-
ary to tho heathen. China has been

is to do mission work, and Mr. McKay
will odvise, and as far as practicable
co-operate, with the missionaries of the
Presbyterian Churchof England, aiready
there. Tho name of the lamented W.
C. Bwrus, will oceur to many in this
connection. Through his labours and
thoso of others equally devotcd and able,
though porhaps not so well koown, a
most prowrising beginning has bLeen
‘made. Thero is a wide door now open,
and we hope to seo this Church sending
not one, but several missionaries and
furnishing liberally all the appliances
necessary to mako their labours suc-
cogaful.

Among ourselves we can discover
symptoms which iuspire hope. The
services.of Mr. McKay were offered to
the.Church, andatleast five of the young

although a considerable portion of tho'

selected as tno field inwhich this Church ;

their stadies in The-

’our College clagses, are open alike to

both sexes.  Practically our Public
Schoeols are attended cqually by boys

aud girls, and under the new regu-

lations we find a pleasing addition to
tho number of fair pupils who are avail-

, Collegiate Institutes; but our College
- classes are as yot exclusively attended
by young men. We do not forget the
provisions made by lectures for young
"ladies in Toronto and wiich have been
fairly » lended; for, however pleasant
and profitable it may he to give attend-
anco there, no attempt is made in the<o
classes at thatsystematic, therongh, and
general education which is necrssary to
excellence in the higher branches of
education.
Attribute it to what cause you please,
i approve or disapprove of it as you may,
1t still is true that a largo proportion of
; our people who can afford to do so, will
! rather send their grown up daughtersto
Private Boarding Schools or large Insti-
tutions where only girls arc admitted,
than to oar Public Institutions where
the two sexes meet. We sbel not to-
d~y argue in favor of either plan, nor
need wo, for until genezal sentiment in
this matter is altered, onr girls will goto
the former in preference to tho Intter.
We simply look at tho facts. There
are several escellent Private Boarding
Schools, well conducted and successful,
whero many of our Presbyterian young
ladies may be found. The terms aroin-
deed high, and must be, if a good educa-
tion with accomplishments is tofbegiven
and anything like home comforts pro-
vided. To tho Iadics who conduct these
institutions the Churcland country are.
much indebted. But many of our most
valuable and promising girls find such
institutions beyond their means, and
naturally look ronnd for other institu.
tois whers eduostion is chesper; cran

if tho comforts and other advantages be

loss, Tomoet this want,cheapostandmost

attractive outwardly are tho Convent
Schools, and it’s sad to think how many
of our young women of promise aro
brought undor tho subtle and powerfnl
influenco of error by this means, Af
tho impressible age of fourteon and up-
wards, when tho intelleot is opening,
and tho first generous feelings of youth
are unfolding, they are brought in con-
tact, no. mntter how casually, with a
systom admirably caledlated to dovelop
the sontirsental while it ropresses tho
intellectual; and to produco a taste for
the ertificial and showy rather than the
real nnd substantial,  But if Protestant
principle istoostrong to allow a deughter
to go to a convent, then whither shall
shego? 'TheroareEnglishChurchSchools
in London, 'Toronto, sndelsewhere, well
conducted and glad to welcomo Pros-
byterian youth, if they conform to the
religious requirments of the institution ;
andmany of our girlsareattonding there.
Perbaps they cannot do better, still wo
must expect that impressions produeed
at school will remain and give in aftor
lifo n preference for those religious rites
which they practico ab this period over
tho more simple usares of Presbyterian
worship. Then thero is tho Wesleyan
Collego at ITamilton, and the Baptist
Institute at Woodstock. And though
wo beliove that in both of theso institu-
tious no direct attempt at proselytisin
would bo telerated, common sense anda
knowledge of human nature will not al-
low us to shut our eyes to the indirect
influence of all the associntions and us-
ages peculiar to tho dencminations by
whick they are superintended.

Wo have no Pre.byterian School for
young ladies. Such an institution was
spoken of in Ottawa, but wo have beon
informed that the coliege soon to be
openad there will bo undenominational in
character. Wo understand that o gen-
erous proposal hns been made by a
woalthy friend of Presbyterianism in
Montreal, to give a remarkably fine
piece of Jand and otherwise aid in orect-
ing i Presbyterian School for young
ladies, but we have not heard that the
proposal has been accepted oranysction
taken thercon; perhups, Lowever, some-
thing may hereafter be done. Surely it
is time for our Church to do something.
As a church we undoubtedly prefer that
education should be general and non-
sectarian; and if schools, mecting the
wants of young Iadies, and giving a su-
perior elucation at a iww cost, because
endowel from public sources, were pro-
vided, which, like our Public Schools

‘would be non-seetuarian, we believe they

would meet with the approbation of
Presbytericns generally, But, if, Ro-
man Catholies, Episcopalians, Wesley-
aing and Baptists prefer to have the od-
ucation of young ladies scctarian, we
presnme there is no help for it: weshall
not be able to obtain non-sectarian in-
stitutions, and shall bo compelled, Low-
ever reluctantly, as o denomination to
establish snch schools ourselves, and
while edueating our own youth, wo will
scek also to estend our influenco by
opening wide thedoor andinviting other
denominations to share withus theblass-
ings of n thorough Christian education
for cirls.

Py “

ENGLISH PRESBYTERIANISHM
VINDICATED.

English Presbyterianism 1 s often
had to bear the heavy reproach of the
great Unitarian defection of the last
century, and this, too, when it is quite
notorious that so far as any proper ob-
servanco of tho Presbyterian forms was
concerned, that body, in tho midst of
which TUnitarianism germinated, was
simply a nondescript. It knew nothing
practieally of Presbytory, or Presbyter-
ian disciplino; so that for any foult
charged upon it, the lack of & Presby-
terian element, rather than its presence,
should bear the blate.

And powin a volumo recently pub-
lisked in England, ecnutled eclesia,
consisting of seven Essays by distin-
guished Congregational clergymen, the
Rev. Dr. Lindsay Alexander takes ocea-
sion to vindicate Fuglish . resbyterians
from a chargo mado by Canon Liddon.
Their lapse to Unitarinnism has not
been so extennive as has boen repre-
sonted. Ho says:—

*1In ‘regard o the Preabyteriaus of England
the oase stands thus, Of batween:one and two
thousand songregetions, fonmed undcr pastors
sjecied from the Chureh of England; sbout one

handved and’ ity ave” now jsi - socmestion with | The
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l the Unilnrlans, Al the rest have romalned
orthodox, and aro now cu.ncoted cithor with
tho Reoteh Prosbyterien churohes or tho Con.
gregationalists, Of thoso that lapsed inw Ust-
tarianism, many of the membors rotuined their
orthodox beliofs to tho presout day. Thore are
besides namerous congresations which have
grown out of these aud of those older oongre-
gations that rotained their orthodoxy. Note
has also Leen takon of tho Scoteh Presbytorian
churchos, with whicii the early Enghish Prosby-
terian churches wors from the first in cloge
communion, all of which are steadfustly Trini.
tarian, whilo nons of thowm Lald the dootring of
tho corporenl presenco in e Buoharist. Now
theso orthodos Prestyteriausand Congrogatica.
alist congrogations amoant te mere than six
{housaud for the wholo kingdom; so that, tried
by Mr. Liddou'’s own test, tho tendeney of what
bo ealls “smperfoct acrawent Lelicf' to load
to Unitariauista, i+ shown to b immensely loss
than its tonluney to preserve orthodosy, The
balaneo of the ovidenco agan-t Mr, Liddon's
position i at least as forty to vno.” *
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STRIKING RETRIBUTION.
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The following true story, which oasts
Wilkio Collius' imaginary oncs into the
shade, is copied from the Montreal fVit-
ness of tho 26th ult. In explanation of
the first part, wa may state that in the
Province of Quebee, where Frenoh law
prevails, husband and wifoave considered
equal pariners in ull p.operty possessed
by either or peqnired by both, unless
otherwise stipulated in o marriage con-
tract. This is called communinte de
biens, or counmunity of goods, and is the
ordinary condition of married peoplo in
Lower Canada.

DEVOURING WIDOWS HOUSES.

In tho oleeticn of 1854, the late Josaph Pa-
pin was supported as-a eandidato for tho ropro-
sentation of the Cotiuty of I'Sssomption, in
tho Canadian Parliament, by Bd. Mathiou, Esq.,
o wealthy farmor of Luchenaie, and was elootod.
During that Parlimmnent Mr. Papin proposed to
limit the extout of real estate which could bo beld
injMorimein by religiouscorporatious, and sup-
ported a proposition annulling legneies made to
tho same corpurations, or clerieal persong, with-
in six months of death of the testator. For
tho two measures Mr. Papin lost the support of
AMr. Mathiou, who afterwards was rewarded by
tho clerical parties, for defeating Mr, Papin, by
being returred 13 o membor of the Levislative
Asnorably of Quebee, whero ho sat from 1867 to

.

On baing informed of tho change of opiniont
of Mr. Mathion, Mr.Papin went to sco him, and
triad, with no suceess, to eonvineo him that it
was for bis own sake and tho protection of the
civil community, that ke had attempted to ro-
strain tho ascendancy of tho cleryy. At the
closingof thoiuterview, Mr, Papin told him that
Lo (Mathicu) in conscqnence of the peculiar
state of nffairz, would have probably to repent
of tixe fres scopo he wauted fo leave o the
clorgy, of stripping families of the properties
acquired Ly the labor of their chief. ‘This pro-
pheey is iv a fair way of being acomplishod fo
tho letter, if it is not elready a feit accompli.

My, Mathient was considered {ho richest far-
nier in tho Province of Quebec. His estato is
estimated from $200,000 to $250,000. Like }
many of those who acquire large forzxmes, he
felt reluctant to abandon t' e control of half
of his property to his wife, with whom ho was
in community, according to the common law
of Lower Canada. Being not in a condition to
rosort to a judicial separation of property, he
adopted n singular mode of keeping out of the
cotemunity a considerable portion of his ao.
quisitions. There lived with hun an old maid.
en sister, over whom he thoneht he had an ab.
solute control. 1Is entered into partnership
with Ler, and acquired everything undor the
joint nawmoe of hitusel! and sister.

Somo six months ago remariing that hiy
sister had more than tho usnalintercourso with
tho curate of his parish, he conceived somo N
suspicion of fonl play about his fortune, and
ho requestod his sistor to arrange matters with
him aud to tnake a deed to take offect after her
death, and to gecure, by that deed, her chare %
in tho joint concorn to bis twelve or thirteon
children. To bis dismay she refused, giving
him to understand that sho would dispose of
ber sharo in faver of religione societies. On
tho 1st of January, inst., (1872) he called on B8
tha earato to seo if ho could not enlist his syin. §HR
pathies to deter his sister from stripping him §
and his faiely of the fruits of his hard labors. &
But tho curate thought that what she had dono 3%
way well dona, and ke approved of tho sister's
liberalities to clerical institutions. Tho shock Y&
wag wovo than poor Mithiou could bear; ho §
was instantly seized with appoploxy and par-
elysis. He lingered during & week anddied |
without being able to. pronounce other words
than theso: ** Sho refuses to sign. She.~="

e

THE DUTY OF GIVING.

In supporting the Gospel two things§
aro mainly to be consilered. The first §
is tho duty of it, given under the com-
mand of God. Each mn js required to 88
what Le cen to sdvance {he strength BN
and growth of the kinzdora. The second 5 .
is the advantage, or blessing of it. Men i
Lelp the Church because it Lelps them. g8
They provide for preacking, aud all th-f o
ordinances, because all this begets ai\
blessing for thom and their familios.g8%
Oftentimes it is forgotten that the firsties
of these considerations is the moro im-gi
portant, and men, living forgetful of theXes
duty, think only of tho benefit. As thel
Assembly’s Catechism has 1f, * Man'sjg
chief end is to glorify God, and *"~—aftorSs
that—* ecnjoy him forover.” So in¥
keeping up religious ordinances and in
fluences, it has to be thought of sparies
from any expected benefit in the first inf#
stance, and solely with reference to th
just and overshadowing obligation. Th
-duty is not {0 a mau, to an organizationl
to s cause, hu* to God himself, who re
quires all, for Hix-sako, to present ouy
bodies a living sacrifice, holy und sccepR
tablo, which is o'r reasonable serviee.

mwan,
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gew# ﬂ‘ ﬂm w”n. UNITED STATES. N @“Iggmgﬁﬂu. PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL, - ériﬁgu gmeﬂcm’ grcﬁhgteﬁmx.
The Now York Wiiness s discussing the 5 —
g - e | Gavings Bauks of that city, Many of thom axo CANADA PRESBYTRRIAY CIURCH. OPINIOHS OF THI PRESS,
CANADIAN, unsound, HoNH. This Prosbytory hold its rogular quartorly moot

Tho congregation of St Andrew'a Chureh | The New York Firo Insuranco Company is| A specisl moeting of tho Guclph Troabylory 51\".?0',3“,!:‘{;?2"53&‘1’"3‘ on Wodneaday, tho Sttt | qu 4 0q ndobtod to our brothroa of tho Press for

tondanco of wolnbord, After

i \ ing o | in tho hands of & Recelvor, The Chicago 0110 | 15 called for to.day (Vriday) to rosent the | tho usual op ¢ oxorol o snioutes of tast ous kindly nutiows, from ameng which wo
' (Chureh of Scolland), 1301!10’(111'101; ‘;{:’ f‘?:‘ 3 30 brought it down. 1 d £ by ( { ) ) P Geotland, | JiooHng woro rond and contitined, and the Rov Dr | popiish tho tolk){hnu —

andsome now chuzuh, of which tho e O, Rev. Jamos R, Dickio, latoly from icotland, Taylor was appointod Modorator for tho noxt £1x .
- Sanith, M. A., is tho popular ministor. Tho Morchants’ Assoclation, of Milwaukeo | : { St Ap. | months. Tho ontorpriso will 1o doult sucot with o hearty
: ) ] . H 1 with a call from tho congrogation o {. An support.—Embro Planet,
! The Young Men'e Christian Assoelation of | Wis., opposo tho Bill ponding in Congross lox A onld froms Honry's Church, Lachute, fu favour of ,
i  SOUBE S ine | th fusi { duti building metoriol | drow's Church, Berlin, Ont, e Bov. W, Forlong, was xoooived and suatained, Wo shindl bo_glad tu soe tha organ af the Treshy-
[ Bollovillo is doing o good work, Thoey main- ' oa«;:pxssxon of dutios on building ’ : o iov. W, Tarlong, Vs Xeeh and hia Induotion torian Churol oy our o amgos, — Casadu
Emn a free ronding roomn, well supphlag}‘-h Th{:lr °fn \0?;!0- 1 Duko Alexlh 16 " Tho snnual Missionary moeoting of the W?f‘“ﬁ’"umtodzti'xtakf ”L‘we 4.t Laohuto on 10 14th u:\‘yum "1‘“:;‘“' . ‘

(voraury meeting touh place on nrsday o Grand uko Alexis and Counnsellor resbytorian Cangregation of Beaverton of Fobruary, at 11 o'clock a.m. o cordially wolcomg this now pajor, and bo-
Sning. A s l:m Tovs, B. 1% | Machin visited tho Benton Migsionary Sube Canoda Presby gres A call nddrossed to tho Rov. D. M. Johnstona gponk for it o honrty roceplien from tho Prosbytors
evening., Arohdencon Tatt ) Y A )

Blmule C. Smith, and others took part 1 | day School, 8t. Luuis last Sunday. Mr took placo in tho church on Saturday last. ""‘k"f‘h°d"“"“{°§(‘“‘:}“{’°f Rochburn and Goro, was ms?‘?“’"? My 0o Lo Observer.
1 o L A h - o D AN cpati . ) stono’d it . T il @
%thu rocoedings, which wero very interosting. Machin delivercd & brief nddress to tho ehil. | Rov. D, Cameron, pastor of ‘tho congregation, ;‘:ﬁlﬁo:{) o tiko ;Alfxcuoﬂrthgosx:h of “)c'fi?:\lm}l{;” e 41 | boon long faltamad S&‘s”u‘;‘v’.,;‘d,‘ﬂhi‘,‘{?n;g ?,3“3{} ti-‘fx‘o“
1t Kingstou hasn't Y. U, C. A.ithas societies dren, occupiod shio chair. Intorosting nddresses wero ?'ulouk 1‘\.m. ‘nclv.‘b‘lr ‘:{?m{,\:’m‘imm wbgs "3 )vomtfd duslh'u uthn liroapo{ny f g 1 ey Lenen Gliuzel,
g connected with difteront churohes. 1 Tho Tiov. Dr. Porkins preached 1?{8 sz]“‘iolt’h dolivorod by tho Rov. Mr. PEdmonson, Colum- !g é;x":&cr ! ond prosld \::n.ﬂ t)f& po“o;‘l);: address the 33;} omx'g_. ‘nf'f:i.:‘ry"lﬂf;;, ‘uf religlous Trath in
A atrango phonomenen wag witnessed horo, | annivorsnry Serech o Dr. 3. P. Kondrick's | pue and othor speakers, The attendenco was | A callin tosons of Ttov. John MoFarlano, proba- | * ¢ ¢ Mr, Roblnson Loin 1 of abiltt
says the G‘{mlgh Meicury, on Monday morning. | ‘[abornacle Baptist Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., t' B lurezo ¥ tionor, from tho congrogation of Faruhatw, &g,wn.a and long oxpericico asu plﬁ:flshor. e holion e
A raiubovw, consisting of two parls, north and | last Sunday ovening, Dr. Perkins i 80 years | 1Ot oLy 1argo. §?$"§‘;’§‘1§\‘,‘1‘.‘,‘.‘,u"32§3},“ ol o o roquior, (1‘3‘;"01 ool ﬁgf,q.:m’;:“:"‘\:;‘},‘M‘l“‘f;f:'"““‘t\;‘;‘ul"{’u‘xt“gg:gil;g;y
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Th, d $0 havo been hoart cents ; the Twenty Franc gold piece, 1fz. Bannatyno, y den & :
'ho ecause i3 suppose ave . . N : . . 277 | avil is gono, we may hopo to sea s ra id in- | usual oditorial matter, articlos by Rov. Edward
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e uhbutl School. Seacler,
BE THOROUGH.

BY RRY. CHAS, ELWD, CHENEY, D.D.

In the Psulter vorsion of the Psalms
of David, in the Prayer Book of the
Episcopal Chureh, there is o word which
has become entirely obsolete, Ont of
the depths of self-condennation David
is trymg unto God in the fifty-first
Pralm. e prays, ¢ Cloanso me thar-
oughly from my sin.” "Wo havo lost
that old Saxon word or® of our modern
English, Just as in the lapso of ages,
by passing from hand to hand, & coin
becomos so worn that you can hardly
tell its *image and superscription,” so
our word ¢ thorougl™ requires some
caveful study to sharpen its lines of
definition, and bring out upon its sur-
face tho old impross of the Aunglo-Saxon
mint.

I wish that I counld get the ear of lex-
icographers and persuade them to dig
up the old wore from its grave, aud pile
tho earth of forgetfulness over its lnter
substitute. The old wine is better than
the new. The dead father is worth
moro than the living child,

In one of our best religious. papers
not long ago appenred a notice of & bad
book. It gave fo the vile production an
unqualified commendation,  Ieartier
praise could gearcely have been awarded
to somo work of sterling value. The-
reviewer had doubtless read the book,
‘but not < thoronghly.” He had not
penetrated through the gilding of rhetorie
into the base metal which it concealed.

Down on one of our business streets
they tore up, one day, n fow blocks of
the wooden pavement. They ought to
have been as impervious to water as if
made of glass. But, reeking with damp-
ness and spongy with decay, they fell to
piecos at the touch. The coal-tar in
which they had been dipped had not
soaked through the heart of the wood.

With this prefatory definition of what
the idea of thorouglmess comprehends,
let us apply it to the preparatory work
of the Sunday-school teacher. A minis-
ter who made as shallow and superficial
proparation for the pulpit ag some teach-
ers do for the class would soon find
empty pews bearing witness to the just i
abhorrence of honest, Christian men for
a lazy preacher of the Gospel. It ig no
answer to say that the work of instruct-
ing children is one which ought not to
demand so laborious study as that of
providing spiritual food for mature and
thinking men and women. For the true
test of n man’s venl character is his
willingness to fill to his best ability the
humblest position. Amemberof a great
legislative body was once taunted.y a
co%lengue with hig low birth and early
poverty. Rising in his place the brave
man answered :

#T am reminded by the honourable
gentleman, as & proof of my unfitness
for the position I hold, that when a boy
I cleaned his father'sboots. Ihava only
to ask, Didnw't I do it well2”

1. Be thorough in prayer.

There ave many seeds which will only
germinate when they have been soaked
in water previous to planting. Beauti-

Theore is nothing that will-80 ensure o i

genuine succoss over every obstacle as
to feel, when we take our places.in the
Sunday-school, that we have not enly
nsked o genera) Dblessing of the Spirit,
but & particular blessing on each one of
the class,

II. Bo thoroigh in study,

I knew, in my college days, & young
man-who had a most remarkable talent
for making what little he actunlly knew
pass cwmrrent for large attaimmeuntas
With extraordinary quickness of per-
coption he would pick uwp some loose
smattoring of subjeots on which think-

ing people talked, aud Landle his sup- !

plies of knowledge thps aecquired with
such rave skill that a casual acequaing-
ance, or & stranger who wet him for the
first time, would lenve him impressed
with the iden that he had, by study,
treasured up vast stores of information.

The Sunday-school teacher who thus
attempts to deceive his class will soon
find that bright children have a wonder-
ful facility for penetrating such n thin
disguise. They find out, very soon, the
teachier who picks up scraps of explana-
tions from cominentaries, and stiings
them together with the dlimsy thread of |
his loose-twisted talk,

In every well-chosen system of les-
sons, like that presented in the Nutivnal
Sunday School” Teacher, cach separnte
lesson has some one great truth which
it is designed to set forth, Bu, like the |
root of & plant, it often lies beneath the
surface,  That deep and underlying
truth the superfiicial teacher never sces.
Ho is not thorough enough in his study
to have oven made the discovery that it
exists., He saws off a branch here, aud
o twig there, and gathers a bunch of
leaves yonder, and undertakes to plant
them in the fertile soil of the young
hearts committed to his spiritual lus-
bandry, But the root principle, from
which the vital power of the lessoun
springs, he knows nothing about ; and,
as o necessary consequence, the lesson
withers away.

The thorough teacher makes it his
first purpose, in study, to grasp this cen-
tral truth.  To that all the rest is sub-
siliary. There may be a thousand
minor points of ix‘erest; but threuyh
them all he pushes Vo gain, like a gen-
eral on the field of battle, the key to
the position. That point seccured and
the victory is won.

Such thoroughness in study prepares
for the work as nothing else can. TFor
the principle thus laid hold of becomes
so incorporated into the mind and heart
that the teacher goes to his class ns one
gees to the fainting with a cup of cold
water., e has just what the class
needs.  He hag himself made a discov-
cry, and he is full ot joy in revealing it
to those who need.

Perhaps this may seem to many like
setting up a standard of thoroughness
which the work itself does not warrant.

T e e e 4o X

Ony Aonnyg Solhs,

LIMTLE BUILDERS.

Lay tho Mocks on vexy oven
Placo thew skilltully, with caro;

Ait! your mimio houso Is growing
Largo, and high, and vory fafr.

TLittlo Nelile's oyes are watching -
As the paintod walls uprise;

&he and Carlo think ther: a nothing
Half so grand boneath tho skics.

Keop thy pationco, littlo buflders;
WWrath and hate thy woxk undo;

X thy walls fall down before theo,
Othier walls havo failen too,

Qlder handa have oft orectod
Castlos largo and falr ns thine, ¢
Buiit with every hope and heart-beat,
Yot thoy crumble and decline.

———

Waste ne tinie in vaiuly weeping,
Qvoer orrors you havae uinde ;

Work agaf - ond bulld more stropgly;

. Sor~ - ttay thon wilt bo repaid.

—Selected.

TEACHING A CHILD. ”

A great doetrine to feach w child is,
that he must labour for what he wants.
Is it riches? Let him stop envying
those who have made money, and go to
work and make it himself. Is it the

i Fosition that character gives? Lt him
! build up a good reputation tor himself.

Ts it talent ?  Let him study to improve
his mind.  Possibly he may come hon-
estly by somebody else’s money without
workmg for it, but he cannot mbherit an
education.  Knowledge requires brain
work, and there is no getiing over it.
A man may die and leave his money,
but he cannot leave his education.

INDEXING.

Edward Everctt Hale says, in the
Youth's Companion :

*When I own o book, and am read-
ing it cavefully, I write, with a peneil,
on the ast page of it, references to the
particulur points in it whichk I think I
may need to remember again or to re-
cur to. Then I have my own index
ready for me at any future time.

«But I have, perhaps, already ad-
vised you somewhere not to buy many
books. If you are reading in books

cently, well-behaved boy or girl—never
make any sort of mark upon o page
which is not your own. All you need
then is a little page of paper, folded in
where you ean use it ns n book-mark,
on which you can make tho same
memorandum which you would have
made ou the fly-leaf were the book yonr
own. In this case you will keep these
memorandum pnges together in your
serap-hook, so that you can easily find
them. And if—as is very likely—you
have to refer to the book afterward in
another edition, you will be glad if your
first reference has been so precise that

Such preparation costs timne, labour,
and the choicest fruitage of mental and |
spiritual growth, and all, not to preach |
the Gospel to listening thousands, not !
to speak to countless anditors by some |
widely-circulated book, but only to teach
o half-a-dozen little children.

To such I commend the example of

ful picture of what must be the great
featurc in his preparation for his work,
who * goeth forth wecping, bearing
precious seed.’” Tha anvil of study, the
sledge-hammer of ecarnestness never
forged a bolt which carried couviction
to the consciences of meu exscept the
goul was first made to glow in the fires
of intensest supplication. But no where
is this moré true than in the preparation
of the teacher for his class in the Sun-
day-sckiool.  That sced must not enly
be soaked, but like the seed of the
cypress vine, sonked in ot water. That
weapon must not only be forged in_the
fires of prayer, but its material must be
melted in loving intercession.

We want thoroughness in prayer for
the dndicidual members of our classes.,
Of cowrse the faithful teacher prays that
the Holy Ghost 1aay Lless the instrue-
tion which he is to impart to the con-
version and sanctification of lis little
flock. But is it well to siop there?
There is one boy in your class who,
generous and self-forgetful, affectionate
even to o fault, has yet a temper which
2 Dreath of provocation will rufile to a
storm.

Another, perhaps the most inteiligent
one of all, is as unmoved by excitement
as & marble statue; but ns keen to see
a persoual advantage, aud as eager to

asp it, as the most selfish speculater
of the Gold Room.

A third, with all his genuine kindness
of heart, has the most irvepressible sense
of the ludicrous, and with his monkey-
like tricks and odd sayings, which even
his teacher can hardly resist, is per-
petually turning the edge and blunting
the point of your most solemn appeals.

Thoroughness in prayer will lend the
earnest teacher o take these individual
casey to the throne of grace in the arms
of his loving intercession, Years ago
ihe huge bell on the City Hall, whose
fiery fate has become historie, used to

: peu.{ out a general alarm, felling that

-But it always followed up its first warn-
ing by anodyxer, indicating the xi:‘lfhcmlar

j face. Each heir seemed to be distinetly

 minute particulars will be lost in dis-
{ tance,

I nicer way of keeping the entside of atea-

~pomewhere in the city there was fire..

]
the old Athenian sculptor. Working |
upon . noble statue he gave as careful |
labour to perfect every detail of the back
of the head as he had bestowed nnon the

defined by his wondrous use of the
cliisel. A friend who stood Dy said to
him, ¢ What senseless folly ! The figure §
is to be placed with its back against a 1
wall, and at such a height that these

Who will see the details ¢n
wiich you have spent such toil 2™
The artist answered * God.”

WASTE PAPER.
Few housekeepers are aware of the
many uses to which waste paper may be
put.  After a stove has been blackened, !
it can be kept looking very well for a
long time by mb-bing it with paper every
morning. Rubbing with paperis a much

kettle, coffee-pot and tea-pot bright and
clean, than the old way of washing them
in suds, Rubbing with paper is also
the best way of polishing knives and
tin-ware after scouring. 'This saves
wetting the knife handles. If o little
flour be held on the paper in subbing
tin-ware and spoons, they shine like
new silver. For polishing mirrors, win-
dows, lamp-chimneys, paper is better
than dry cloth, Preserves and pickles
keep much better if brown paper, instead
of cloth, is tied over the jar. Camuned
truit is ot so apt fo mould if a pieee of
writing papar, cut to fit the can, is laid
directly on the fruit. Paper is much
better to put undeér a carpet than straw.,
It is warmer, thinner, and makes less
noise when one walks over it. Two
thicknesses of paper placed between
other coverings on & bed are as warm
as & quilt. If it is necessary to step
uponla chair, always lay & paper on it,
and thus save the paint ur wood-work
foundation,

To pardon those absurdities in our-
selves which we caunot suffer in others,
is neither better nor worse than to be

oealxt{ ‘whers the firemau’s help was

you can easily find the place although
the paging is changed. John Docke's
rule is this : refer to the page with an-
other reference to the nwmber of pages
in the volume. At the same time tell
how many volumes.there are in the set
you use. If you use this rule, you
would enter Charles IL.’s eseape from
England, as described in the Pictorial
History of England, thus -
Chnrles T, esenpe aftor battle of \l\forc%%ter.

Tictoriul Histers of England, p. @

4

You will have but little dificulty in find-
ing your place in any edition of the
Dictoricl History, if you have made as
careful o reference as this is.”

WERITE HOME,
There can be no excuse for any young
man who never writes home, or whose
Iotterg to the old folks there—whose
dreams are ever of their son—are few
and far bebtween, and not worth much
even when obtained. It is sad to think
that there are young men who let weeks
and months pass away without o letter
to their parents or their brothers and
sigters, who, when they do write, only
send a line or two, with some lome ex-
cuse for not domg more; & line or two
saying nothing, just containing some
stereotyped statement, of vaguo utteran-
ces, which gives no information. Why,
the value of a letter from a young man
to the far-off town or village home, con-
sists in thelittle details; its affectionate
gossip ; its accounts of any circumstance
or incident that may have promise in it
of advautage; its story of hopeful strug-
gle, of dnwhing success; or its references
to new-formed friendships, to books
read, cliurches attended, lectures at-
tended, with o thousand things besides,
which may be small in themselves, bat
which show au interest in the home cir-
cle and manifest the beating of .the child’s
Lienrt within the man’s,
~ Young men are not nware what pain
they may inflict by apparent neglect;
how letters brief and unfrequent may
give rise to fear and doubt, and oceasion
anxious days and wakeful nights! Now,
don't neglect home ; dont seom indiffer~
ent to your own family, asif all your
own interests were transferred to
strangers. Keep the chain of comrau-
nication bright by use, and write freely
and fully, with unrestrained confidence
that it may be felt that there is neither
blight on tlie affections, nor error'in the

more willing to be fools ourselves than
{0 have %0, S

life, which is t00 often the cause of that

from a library, never—as you are n de- | 5

Iapse in filial or fraternal gurcespondence
which, though the result alse at times,
of mero thoughtlessness, is always, un-
kind, and somotimes cruel.

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN
YEAR.

Many of our young readers, as well
as some who are older, commenced on
the first of January to read the Bible
through during thoe year. To accom-
plish this, it is necegsary to vead three
chapters daily, and each Sunday two
additional chapters, making five for
that day, Much the easiest way tu do
this, is to read two chapters in the 0ld
and one in the Now Testament daily,
and on Sunday two Psalms for the ad-
ditional chapters. This will avoid five
long chaplers on Suuday ; which ave
npt to prove weariseme and discourag-
ing, especially to the yonng, Three
chapters daily, and two additicenal on
the Sabbatl, will nmount to 1,199 clay-
ters in the year. Tn the Old Teslament
are 029 chapters; in the Now Tusta-
ment, 200 chapters ; making 1,198 in
all. By counfing each two divisions of
the 119th Psalin as a chapter, we shall
add just ten chapters, making 1,199,
the exact number needed for the year's
reading.

We give below o table, made unon
this plan, showing weekly throughout
the year where the reading for the date
given should commence :—— )

A

January,

Reed two Psalms each Sunday.

Ttead two chaptars fu Ol Testamoent und one in
New Testament daily. Count cach two divisfons of
119th Psalui 08 o chapter. Soptember 18, begin at
105¢h% Peulnx.  Novewbor 13, begin Amos.  Lenp
year, omit reading i courso Tebruary 29.

PERSONAL RELIGION.

—

What does it matter to you or to mo
about John Calvin or John Wesley either?
They were glorious men, and did o
world of good in their day. But, instead
of wishing to wear their shoes, let us
wenr our own, for they are more likely
to fit our feet; and let us come to this
Book, and find out what God would
have us know by the use of our own per-

e ]

HOW SHALL MODERN SKEPTI.
CISM BI MET?

—

First: Wo must not be afraid of it,
Skepticism may indieate power; bub
not of the highest order. It often in.
dientes weakness, The highest form of
power is in affirmation and construe-
tion ; in building up, and net in pulling
down, DBut skepticista is a negation,
Its work is to deny, doubt, find fault,
which is comparatively easy.

Second ; We are to distinguish be-
tween facts and infeveuce. Much of
what is called seience is mere inference,
Vhen Darwin observes similarities bo-
ween man  and the lower animals
hitherto unobserved, we must adiait the
faet, but need not adopt Lis inference
that our original progenitor was a
wonkey—probably an Afiican monkey,

Third: In dealing with skepticism,
we must welcome all truth, aud duly
respect every honest doubt. But upon
this wa need not enlurge.

But the most effective weapon against
skepticismn is the exeicise of the faith
we wish to produce in otligks. This is
in accordance with the great Inw that
like Dbegets like. Would you produce
kindness in others? Manifest kind-
ness before themn and to them. ‘Would
you produce forbenrance ? Be forbear-
mg. Would you produce hostility ?
Mauifest hostility, Aud s0, would you
produce faith:in others yon must mani-
fest before them and toward them the
fruits of faith, If an intellectual result
simply were aimed at, this would nof
be so; but aiming at o practicul result,

uly. . 3 .
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proposes to do. In such a belief there is
life; and in life there is power; and in
the instinets of all life there is practical
guidance. Under such inspiration and
such guidenee, which will bo really that
of the Spirit of God, the best forms of
organization and of effort will be want-
ing. The ministry will be sustained,
'he greaf problem of lay labour, which
is the problemm now before the Church,
will be solved. Denominetional lines
will be practically obliterated ; and the
pallid and protean form of skepticism
will vanish before thie combined power
of light and love.—Mark: lopkins,
D. D.

QUITE NATURAL.

sonal judgment, This will make men
of us, To be fed on spoon-victuals
forever will leave us nothing but babes,
such as sects might delight in, but such
as men should not desire to remain. |
« To the law and to the testiinony ™ let
us eemne. It is the best way of creating z
o Christinn unity ; and throwing aside
the vrejudice of birth, and ali other pre- ;
judices, and as far as we can, let us seek
to believe the whole gospel, for we are
putin trust of it as such; and though
we may, and must, make some mistakes,
yet we should come as nearly as we ¢nn
to the holding of the whole counsel of
God.—Spurgeon.

et « QD P

«SMALL POTATOES.”

«Your minister is only small pota-
toes” was o thoughtless remark which
sent an arrow to the soul of one of the
praying ones. in. the pastor’s flock. It
fevered her sleepless pillow, and cast
an unwonted shade over her aged brow,
as she took lier seat at the breahfast
table the next morning, Small potatoes
literally were before her; aud as she
tasted, her face resumed its wonted
cheerfulness, and peace was restored to
her soul. ¢ Surely,” said she, in her
own eloquent strain, ¢ these potatoes
are good for food and greatly to be de-
sired ; and shall the heavenly manna be
rejected, which God's Erovxdence pro-
vide. for us, though it be small as the
hoar frost on the ground?” And that
slight figure which for more than four- !
score years had withstood the storms of
earth, continued to brave life’s couflicts,
and Sabbath after Sabbath her eager
listening trumpet (for the unaided ear no
longer caught the music of his veice)
cheered the pastor's heart, Her
prayers he knew were -daily on his be-
half, and the faithful -pastor knew the
value of such worshippers. Who can
tell thow much of the success of that
ministry of a score of years was due to
her prayers, to her influence, and those
of such as-she in that church ?

Oh ye who murmur, because the
food from the Kiug's table is only small
potatoes, unsuited to your dainty, de-
praved palates, remémber that it is not
against

—

The Christian Union takes a retro-
spective glance at its twelve-months’
labours, sud is impressed at once with
the magnitude and futility of a great
portion of them. It i» inclined to
change its course somewhad, and give
more atterdion to the fruits of the Spirit
and less to coutending carvuestly for the
faith once delivered to the suints. Its
non-success is thus set forth :—

e have assniled and logically routed
a large proportion of tho heresies of the
day. We have touched up the Jows;
we have confuted the Unitarians; we
have bothered the Catholics ; we have
utterly confounded the Atheists; the
Baptists, with their closo cominunion,
have been made to squirm ; and as to
the High Church Iipiscopalians, we
lmven'tieft them a leg fo stand upon.
By all the lLest known laws of cause
and effect, there shouid bo very little
remaining of eny of these denomina-
tions ; and yet we are muc. afraid they
all still live, and hold enach its peculiar

i tenets as firmly as ever—and perhaps

the more so for our unauswerablo argu-
ments.

fThe Israelite seems nctually to have
entered upon o now lease of life. The
Unitariau will tako his own time in
dying, aud refuses to bo hurried. The
Infidel gives fatal indications of never
having read our ardicles at all, The
Catholic, when he deigns to allude to
us, consigne us to a hotter place than
ever., The Churchman (Bapiist or
Episcopalian) actually smiles at us““a
smile serene and high,” from -behind
his barricade, as he bids us « Go rouud
Dby the gate;"—and this is the end of
n.ﬂ our cfforts o reform the Church and
the world.

s An elder” writes to tho Frangelist,
giving some .ntcresting reminiscences
of Dr. Beman, Tho Doctor was & Xow-
erful fou of the liquor-sellers, and on
one occasion a membur of that fraternity
applied to a trustee of hie church for &
pew. *The trustes showed the appli-
‘6ant one well forward in the church,
This is.an eligible -pew,’ said he; but

Moses and Aaron ye indrmur,.
but againkt God. © . '

=

added, signifieantly, ¢it’s pretly near
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© STUDY OF THE BIBLE,

(I'rom New York Erangelist,)

There is a goneral want of eminost
Bible studr among Christians. The
Bible was exprossly framed to swo the
capucity of the common mind, It way
not sl.aaped fo the cultivated and. speou-
Intive intellect. The Bible was purpose-
1y adapied to common life. Tt was not
framed to harnonizo with tho purruits
of the study of the cloister, IHence,
there is not ouly a fitness in the simple,
earnest study of the Bible by the com-
mon mind, but theve is, for the I3ibics
own sake, n pressing need for it.

The need is especially prossing now.
The tendency of extensive theologienl
investization is to induce an exclusive
style oi techmieal theologieal exposition,
Wide-spread plulosophical study and
disquisibion lends to give exposition a
philosophical bins, Neither of these can
meet the wants of the comunon practical
mind. It cuunot best accord with the
practical, conunon sense purposes and
uses of the DLible. No preacher or ex-
positor, who confines himself to such
theolo z1eal or plulosophieal channels of
thouglit, will be best able to bring the
Woud Lowme to the cummon mind, or to
make it potential over the affuirs of
conimon hife.

But hiow is he to get at this simple
Bible truth, so lung as the common peo-
ple, from neglect of Bible study, are
themselves deficient in it? o cannot
well get it himself, for he is, to some
extent, in another position. Ile is, from
training and professional bias, forced to
take o different stand point. His only
practical chance is to be found in o per-
sonal contact with the religious thought
and Bible knowledge of his people.
But 1f they have ne religious thought of
their own—unu Bible knowledge of their
own—cven that chance is gone.

So fax, then, as the instructions of
the pulpit are theological and tcchnieal,
yather then practical and cominon sense-
like, it is m gocd part due to the people
themselves. It they would but, like
Chustian. of 4 former generation, make
themseles, by earnest Bible study,
“mugity in the Seriptures,” they would
infuse more of their own practical, adap-
tive views into the pulpit. They would
themselves help Bible-exposition to get
more naturally and sympathetically into
confact with the common life and daily
convictious und wants of men.

Let us, fellow Christians, have more
of this common, every-day, house-study
of the Bible. Without the pulpit study,
the people may lack light ; but without
lt};is popular study, the pulpit will lack

e.

AN ECTMENICAL COUNCIL.

{ From the Ivangelist.

Tho proposition comes from Iidin-
burgh, and from »0 judicious a man us
Professor Blaikie, whose recent visit to
our churches is fresh in memory, for a
Confederation of Enghish-speaking Pres-
byterans. e argues for it on various

grounds i tiw colunms of tueEdwmburgh |

Presoyicrian. It would serve to convey
the wdea,ot o iarge brotherhoed; it would
give us great r intetest i one another,

fud ** mch more of communion in exach 1

other’s gifts and graces;” "w distiu-
guished men in one hianch would belong
to the wlwle, and have intluencs accord-
ingly ; eaclh svction of the Church would
benefit by the experience and wisdola of
the 1est. America would learn from
Irelund and Scotlund, and vice tasa. A
large confuldoration would serve to ad-
Sust better the relations between free-
dom and order. Missionary operasioas
wouild be greatly.assisted, and opportun-
itics would be afforded for united prayer,
which would be exceedingly precivus;
strong Churches like those of Scotland
aud the United States would feel the
Lenefit of union and co-operation ; but
much more »u would the wenk and scat-
tered Lranches of the family—soldiers
doing outpest duty, or pioncerivg awmid
Heuthen or auti-Christian foes. The
basis of such a confederation is ready to
hand in a co,mon faith and polity, In
conelusicn, Dr, Blaikie proposes Edin-
burgh as the place where the first meet-
ing of tlhie Ecumenical Presbyterian As-
sembly should be Leld. It is the Jern-
relem of the English-speaking Presby-
terinn Churches.” The constituency of
snely o gathering would be widely seat-
tered aceording to the ideas of a quarter
of a century ago, bug the constituents
and i<les of the sean are yeally much
nearer together in thought and sym-
Pathy than were the conmnunities of
contiguons States within the memory of
those now in middle life. Steam and
the telegraph is so banding tho world
together, that there is really nothing
chimerical in this bold suggestion. In-
deed the thought is not new, but every
dufy makes it moro practical and prob-
able. While the reunited Church in
this country might not receive any spee-
ial impulse from such a movement, it
would be felt for good at all the extrem.
ities of Presbyterianism the world over,
and powerfully tend to the unifieation
and absorption of its smaller bodies.

Genius bas limits; virtue hsg none,
every ono pure and good, can become

‘purer and better still,

!
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TOW TO RUN A CONGREGATION.

——

OQUTLINE OF DR. JONN HALL'S ADDRESS DE-
FORE THE STUDENTS OF UNION THEOLO-
QICAY, SEMINARY, DEC, 1871,

( From N, Y. Obsercer,}

The minister must not be the only at-
traction, Some men are called beeause
they -3l draw well.

Home churches are run entirvely by
the organ-loft, and may be said to be
ofty in this sonse, The music is the
greab attraction, and vast sums of money
are annualy expended upon it.

Peoplo should not come to a chureh
merely for its social life, to gain & pass-
port into good society.
 Prayer meetings ave good; but the
Chareh must not be run in their interost
alone. The activities of a church are
apt to be exaggerated, thus appealing to
the pride of men. But the model chureh
is & harnnonious unity in diversity, com-
plote by tho perfection of each of its
parts, under the control of the pastor.
It should be a living organism, with all
its parts in harmonious action, under
the guidance of a cential heart, The
graces should be preferred to the gifts,
and spirituality above all things.

In the pulpit the stunning style (a
vulgar word for n vulgar thing) should
bo avoided. Such preachers will preach
the Bible from out-of-the-way topies—
such as the Witeh of Endor and the like.
The Bible {being & seunsible and not a
sensational book) being soon exhausted,
thoy will twrn to the mewspapers for
their texts, and preach about volecano
eruptions, shipwrecks, ete., ete. This
style is evil only. The amazing style is
also to be avoided. This runs into Rit-
ualista, and eventually into Romanism.
Shakespear, aliered for the occasion,
would suy, “Rather be a dog and bay
the moon, than such a Roman.”

The true prencher will master and
teach the Bible. Ho will love it and
live it. This will make a preacher
brave. Though there be many in the
congregation wlio may know more about
other things than he does, yet hero he
is superior to any of them on the know-
ledgoe of his text, and the feeling makes
him brave. He is speaking the word
of God, and he hath truth on his side.
This will make longer pastorates. The
average is now lamentably short, being
about three years in New England; and
is attributable to the essay writing of
the pulpit, allowing the light of fancy,
history, scienee and metaphysies to play
about the text, instead of digging deep
into the mines for the truth which God
has put thera. Inspiration should come
from the pulpit. This is only the hu-
man side.” The divine sido has all along
been assumed. The Holy Spirit can
alone give success to the means.

Young preachers should be willing to
begin at the bottom of the ladder. Xe
(Dr. Hallj began preaching at twenty
years of age for what would be $500 a
year in owr moncy. After all, great
men are like the mountains. They look
about them and wonder how they came
up so high —they were thrown up.
Still, they catel all the storms, and the
fiercest winds blow about their heads.

The speaker was listened to with the
utmost attentivn, and applauded several
times during Lis most interesting and
and instructive address.

LONELY WORKERS.

Many Cliistinns have to endure the
solitude of unnoticed labor. ‘They are
gerving God in a way which is exceed-
ingly useful, but not at all noticeable.
How very sweet to many workers ave
those little corners of the newspaper and
magazines which discribe their labors
and successes ; vet some who are doing
what God will think a great deal more of
at the last, never saw their namesin
print.  Yonder heloved brother is plod-
ding away in a little country village ; no-
body knows anything about him, buthe
is bringing souls to God. Unknown to
fame, the angels are acquainted with
him, and a few precious ones whom he
has led to Jesus, know him well. Per-
haps yonder sister has a little class in
the Sunday school; theye is nothing
strikinginheror her class; nobody thinks

of her asa veryremarkable worker ; sheis.

a flower that blooms almost unseen, but
she is none thelessfragrant. ‘There isa
Bible-woman; she is mentioned in the
report as makmg so xeany visits in a
week, but nobody discovers all that she
is domng for the poor and needy, and how
many are saved i the Lord through her
mstrumentality, lundredsof God sdear
servantsare serving lnm without tho en-
couragement of man's approving oye, yet
they are not alone—tho Father is with
them.

Never mind where you worlk; care
more about how youwork. Never mind
who sees, ifGodapproves. If hosmilesbe
content. We cannot be always sure
when we are most useful.
is not the nereagoyou sow; its thomuiti-
plication which God gives to the sced
which will make up tho harvest. You
have less to do witk bemg successful
than with beiug faithful. Your main’
comfort is that in your labor you ave not
alono, for God, the eternal One, wlio
guides the marchos of the stars, is with
oR—Spurgeon, .

Cwveent Opindous,
THE IRISH AND SCOTCH.

Iiyon the London Times,

The Scoteh are n small people, and
almost everywhere that such a people is
coutbined with one of greater territory
and numbors we have the phenomenn of
o discontented nationality. But we may
restrict ourselves for an example to the
Buritish Isles, Irveiand is an oppressed
nationality. Do what you like, Irishmen
will not give up their rightto ba ealled n
downtrodden people, The most loyal
of them—those whoe do not pretend to
wish for any great politieal change—still
like to bemonn tho injusticeof England.
Tho groat majority aflect to beliove in
the possibility of removing the mysteri-
ous and intangible ills of the country by
some great political change. It is of no
use togsk them what they cemplain of.
Even when they cannot imagine a griev-
auce sufliciently solid to be siated, they
are sure they do suffer in some hidden
manner from the Saxon. At this moment
the thoughts of no society of Trichmen,
cither in their own country or in Great
Britain, are quite free from the assump-
tion that they are somehow placed at a
disadvantage and labour under disabili-
ties, Among the fiercer paoliticians of

I'the commonality we hear of proposed

celebrations at which the name of the
Queon is to be excluded from the list of
toasts, and, either in seriousness or asa
of political pastime, whole classes are
ready to plunge into a new agitation for
ITome Rule.

In contrast to these we find our Scotch
neighbours taking the political world as
they find it, and prospering under, or in
spite of, all kinds of institutions. The
seeret of their loyalty and cot  ntment
is that, as a rule, they make tuecir way.
Private suceess produces public tranquil-
lity. The contrast has often been drawn
between England's conduct townrd’s
Scotland, which was joined to her on
equal terms, and her treatinent of Ire-
land, which has never recovered from
its position as a conquered country.
But, in truth, the institutions of Beot-
land have been by no means models of
excellence, 'The vepresentation o1 Seot-
land befere the Reform nct of 1812 was
in n mueh worse state than that of
Eugland ; indeed, theve was hardly any
direct representation at all. Aristocratic
usages have affected the lnw mueh more
laxgely than with us, and the liberty of
the subject has been by no means so
well guarded. Scottish nobles and land-
owners have flocked to England just as
much as the same classes of Irvishmen ;
they have equally abandoned the church
of the people, even though it is estab-
lished ; they carry on a propagands. of
prelacy, and love to dd'splay their
attachment to o communion whieh, if it
differs from Anglicanism, djffers from it
by being stili further removed from
Presbyterianism.  Allthese things have
not made the Scotch either disloyal to
the Crown or acrimoniots towards Eng-
lishmen, though there never have been
wanting the sarae class of agitutors who
have succceded so well in the sister
islaud. The principle we can discern

elearnoss imposaible from mere passion-
logs statement, But above all, the Ioly
Ghost will go before and follow after
such a discourse. The spirit will bring
prrtioulnr persons to hear, will proparo
their minds in accordance with the
preacher's previous potitions, and give
to his wordr a power not at all his own.
The reflex influence of his prayer upon
tha proacher himself, and upon the
formation of his diseourse, will be but
the Leginning of the answer. There will
be n deep solemnity in the audienco as
woll a8 unction 1 the preacher. The
Word thus preached wil not return
void,

Thexe is reason to believe that many
a preacher would be more popular with
his people, as well as mora useful, if he
prayed much more than he does for
God’s immediate blessing upon his very
next sermon.  Of comse all preachers
pray for such results, but do they agon-
1ze? Are their souls really aroused ?
Do they feel that they must have God’'s
help, and must have it now? Such
prayer will insure life, vigor, clear-
ness, power. Isnot My Word, says
God, » fire and a hammer ?

There are prenchers now living of
great ominence, the seeret of whose
power is in the closet. There tho intel-
Jeet as well as the heart is kindled.
There are preachers of ample ability,
education, and even industry, as well as
unquesticnable prety, who are compara-
tively feeble preachers, because they do
ot wrestle more for an immediate bles-
sing upon their sermons,

JOURNALISM.

This is now a power. Aimies of strong
men use it, and affeet results which
sword, and shot, and wheel, and screw,
and steam can never reach. The agency
is unique. These freil, transient sheets,
seem so light and perishable, have so
little body and materiality, and drop
into obscurity so soon, that at first
thought we judge them insignificant,
and almost powerless. But when we
consider how freshly they come from
fountains of thought, how closely they
are related to mmd, how they convey
current heart-throbs, purposes, and
aspirations, reverence supersedes our
doubts. They flit here and there as
shight incarnations of thoughts, trans-
cripts of soul-life, warm pulsations of
the heart, and seem liko sacred things,
more spiritual than material, almost
alive ard talking.

Studying the daily or weekly jurnals,
their origin and growth, the magic skill
which gives them form; their adaptation
to drop seed-thought into the public
heart, their subtle influence on character
and destiny, our conceptions are eleva-
ted, and we assign them g high position
among forces chosen to secure the weal
of man. They have no right to be low,
or mean, or vulgar, or false. Their
mission is too noble to admit of this. It
is like desecratingthe sacred and divine,
prostituting the choicest gifts of God, to
use them as agents to poison public
morals, defile human hearts, scatter the
iufection of base and groveling natures,
and make bad men in character and

in thi is that Scotclmen, under the in- | miserable in life. It is infanous forvile
fluence of a good education, have realized | men to steal this instrument, and nso it

how much the greatness and happiness | for evil.

of o people depend on individual effort
and success, and how lumited is the
power of laws for good vr harm.  If we
take the names of those Scoteh residents
it Lundon who represent, as is often re-
marked, o larger Scoteh population than
exists in Edinburgh, we find men who
had no more advantage to start with
than thousands in whose hearts the
disappointinent of an unsuccessful caxeer
have roused the demon of political dis-
content. The Scotch have plenty of
patrictism, but it takes the form of
striving for tho advancement of them-
sclves, their relatives, their connections,
their friends in an ever-widening circle ;
and, as the general prosperity is promo

ted by the prosperity of cvery section, it
follows tlat it is largely permeated by
prosperous and essentially conservative
elements.  While abroad and at home
there are changes and rumors of change,
wo hardly hear of Scotlaind, exeept in
conuection with anniversaries, centenar-
ies, festivals, and harmless and cheerful
solemnities.

POWER.

(From the Baptist Union.)
Abounding prayer, while inventing,
developing, composing, and preputing to
deliver, tho sermon, will give both an

mtellectual aud moral concentration and |

carnestuess to the discourse most fuvor-

ablo to right spiritual impression. It
will give lfe to preaching. It will

fascinate men with something more than
human.

It is well known that the most cffec-
discourses of Whitfield, Wesley, Payson,
McCheyne, and other preachers of great
spiritual power, have been prepared in
this manner. Prayer will necessitate
vivid illustration, and indeed the best
rhotoric, for it will eagerly seek its
dosired offcet, Prayer will seeuro spon-
tancously what tho most elaborate art

-plone could nover attain. The sincerity

and onrnestness of such a preacher will
convinde and persuads jmen more than
his arguments: His-own burning con
ceptions wi d with s

i
!
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» Lyvqur xaward,, .

It is shameful to make it the
medium of falschood and deceit. But
it is done. Oue of the most painful facts
which confront us, is the lack of candor
and purity in our publie journals.

Do we expeet eandor and o conscien-
tiows record of factsin ourleading politi-
cal organs? We are foo generally
disappointed.  The majority of their
reports and eriticismsare carrieatures, ox
extravagant landations.  They are not
manly and honourable to rivals, and
they are often vulgar in style and false
in utterance. Such a degradation of
one of the noblest creations of human
skill is worthy of the keenest reproba-
tion.

And if our leeding jowrnals stoop to
such vile uses, what can we expeet of
thosu of less pretense ? If editors of
culture and first-class powers of mind
disregaxd tho simplest amenities of gen-
tlemen, iadulge in vulgar and abusive
opithets, and defils their papers with
partial staterents, those of a lower
grade will be more vile, Even religious
papers are not always {ree from unfair-
ness, slang and coarseness. Some of
them need a radical xeform.

Tpon the whole, our public journals
are far from perfect ; many of them are
postively vile. The exawples of leading
papers fall far below a proper standard.
They especially offen by lack of candor
aud trathfulness. They often strive for
sensatioit, indulge in extravagance, per-
vert facts for effect, dealin stilted phrase
and wild description, which none can
respect or trust. They seem to be on
the strotch for something strange, vidi-
culous, sensational, and mistake such
performances for smurtness, lifo and en-
terprisu. It may bo their best substitute
for thoughts, brain-work, solid sense,
and real wit ; bub it vepels respect and
confidence, end hegets feelings of dis-
gust. It will be & day of delight whou
owr daily and weekly journals shall bo
uniformly chaste, honest, and alive with
nuble thoughts and frustworthy repoxts
of facts.—DBaptist Union.
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A cross is your portioi, if s crown be
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THINGS NOT TO Du IN WINTER

Don’t let cows out to water when the
barn-yard is covered with ice, they aro
linble to injure themselves by shipping,
especially if hoavy with ealf.

Don’t let your horse stand out in the
cold after a drive, without thiowing o
{ blanket over hun.  The u-eet of this
preenution hny cansed many a eold and
sickuess, so that self-intere s, if not hu-
maaity, shonll compel the daty.

Dun't let your pumps freeze, if you
wish to save trouble. "It i4 o difficul
job to thaw thew eut, and in the mom-
time your family and eattle taav be .af-
fering fromn it. Don’t let water stand
i troughs n single nieht lest it be
frozen solid before morning,

Dor’t spend your evening- at the vil-
lage gracery, spinning lony yams, tuk-
ing gossip and pelitics, ansd getting
scented with fobaceo smoke, Betler
stay at home and read to your wifc;
but if yon go out alone, let it be to the
farmer's club, or some plaea where you
will not forfeit self-vespect.

Dot 1t the chillran mall over their
lessons without helping them noew and
then over the hard spots. A very little
enceiragement goes o wonlerful way
with young folks under difficulty.

Don't negleet dumb anunals—especi-
ally in extreinely colld weather—at the
barn, the sherp-lisuse, the pig pen, or
the hen coop. They necd <Lelter and
warmth, and food anl water. Who is
to supply them but you, the owner?
They nced not be starcved ghnost to
death before your obligation begins.
Lhey should be made ecowfortable and
happy, or yon do not distharge ycur
duty. :

Don't allow a pipe or cigar in tho
barn or other out-bwilding. To enforce
this rule on others, you must obey it
yourself. How is it with you, do you
smoke in your barn? If »0, you must
not complain if your buildings bun
down before winter is out.

Don't saunter about of cold mornings,
with hands in pockets, and neck and
cars bundled up with wufllers. Out
with hands, off with scurfs and stir
round briskly at some useful job. There
is plenty to do, if you ouly plen for it
beforehand, and there iy nothing like
work to staxrt the blood and make one
jolly.

i
|
|
|

THE BEAUTY OF WINTER.

} Winter scenery has charms of its own,
Fhat yield to no other seasen. Onan
clear winter day, the landscape often
has a depth of colouring such as no
other time of the year affords. Anin-
describably soft and tender atmosphero
rests upou the earth, through which
glows the deep purple and blue of the
distant hills. The whiteness of the snow
gives to the scene n celestial purity,
& suggestion of heavenly things.

There is abundant beauty, too, of the
minuter kind, What is more delecato
and exquisite than the tracery of tho
bare tree-tops relieved against the sky ?
And every »uow storm-works a myriad
miracles of dainty architecture. I
clothes the black spruces with a lun-
dred feathery plumes. It hides every
unsiglitly object with a soft white mantle.
Tnder its touch in a single hour the
whole earth is transformed, aund mas-
querades in overy variety of Leautiful
and grotesque appurel. Then, as by
the quick changes of & mazidan, comes
a sudden shower or thaw, and,again a
frost, and the sun rises upon a world
clothed in dimoonds.

But the deepest charm which nature
has in winter is that which night brings
forth. The carth is not more unlike in
summer and winter than are the heav-
ens. Compare the mellow glory with
which the harvest moon tloods the earth,
with the cold bright light of the far-off
moon of winter. And the winter stars,
—what sight that is givun to man so
stirs Lis sen.o of awe aud wystery, so
‘moves Lim to rejoice, and 1cverence,
and adore ?

It seems to us that in the severity
and sternness of wmter, the moods
which Nature suggests are higher and
more heroic than the milder scasons in-
spire. When the carth nvounis with
every fruitfud thing, when the warm air
wraps us and the wind breathes gently
upon us, the sense of theso tlings
bring great delight. But when the
blood quickens to resist the cold, and
bound in frost and snuw thic carth seems
under the power of some wighiier influ-
ence than those which minister o the
physical man, then we sean to come
closer into the presence of the Infinite
Onc. Let one stand in th. forest at
night, when the ground is white about
his fcet and look up through tho net-
work of the greal branches to the stars
blazing from their infinite distance and
listen to the mysterious voices of the
wind, and he may well feel hiwuself
within the courts of God.— Christian
Union,

We are sorry to learn that Mr. Janes
Young, M.D,, for South Waterloo, met
with an accident at Galt, last weck
Ho was 1iresent at the curling-match
between the Galt and Guelph clubs, and
falling on the ico, hurt his left ankle so
badly that he will be detained in the

Lhansa, for somadima...
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THE PLESSINGS OF TO-DAY.
Swrangs, we uaver prise the masie

Az when winter's snowy plaions
Uiiake the whith Gowy in the aln,

upm--mnu-dum

And swest worls that fretylit our memory
Wish tislr beautitul perfame,
Cuue tw us tn swnelor uecante,
Throngh the portals of the towls
Lat ux gatrer vp the smnbsamns
J.sing all around onr path ;
Lot us keop the wheot aved rsen,
Custiug u.t e thosns aud chalf;
Lot us Gl our sweetvst oomuturt
I the blesalors of the day,
With & patioat hend remsoving
All the beters trom our way.
—Charsia

o gandom >‘nd!ngs

Yo one seos tho wallot on hh own
baalk, though everyone carrica two packs
—-ono before stufied with "tho faults of
hia neighbours ; the othor bohind, filled
with his own.

Unbelie! hides Jesus from us, so that
when we sin, though lLe be standing
close beside us, wo cannot see hun bat
* Ho standeth behind the wall."

A grasp of the hand, s smile, & word
even, is often enough in God's hmd to
chiange the entire courso of life, to save
. from death.—J¥. H. H. Murray.

The pleasures of the world are

de-
osittul ; they promiso more ﬁnn they

vo. Ths; tronblo us in secking them,
Eq do nzi satisfy us when
them, and they us pair in
losing them.

Casual thoughts are sometimes of
Eﬁt value. One of these may prove
key to open for us a yet unknown
apartment in the of truth, or &
yet unoxplored traet in the paradise of
sentimont that environs it.
Bure I am that it is botter to be siek,
providing Christ come to the bedside,

and draw tho ocurtains, and ssy,
" C‘:‘urag{“ld ln;.ihylldntuu:ll" than
‘o tn, u and strong,

K b 04— Resther-

and paver to be vigted of
ford.

Real foresight counsivts of reserving
our own foroes. wo labour mt.b
anxiety about the future, we d»m’
that stren, which will enable us to
ture- If we take more in
hand than now we can do well, we bredi
up, snd the work is broken up with us.
—Olserver

Mr. Rmkm calls upon workmen $»
promise these threo il e: 1. To do
their own work well, whether it be for
life or death. 8. To help people
40 do theirs wh ontluyun.u:d seek to

nry. 8. To be sure they
oan o ygomihv-bcfunt\u soek to
alter bad ones."

Jeremy Taylor said : Hasty conelu-
sions are tho mark of a fool; s wise
mac doubteth—a fool ng-.h ond is
wnﬂdcnl. tho novies aaith, I am sure
that it isso ; the botter lnarned snswars,

l’ondvemm:tmybe‘o but I prithee
inquire. Somo men ore with
fancy and mad with opinion, Itisa

lLittle learning, and but & lmlo. ‘which
makes men o ucln&e hastily.*

A pood mipister once said, I am
i nnnhve to tho prayers of little

ildren. I could thu& of no greater

unishment than to lose the love of
ittie children ;" which proved him to
be in tho line of apostolic snccossior
from the great Master who tendorly
said, * Sufler the little children to come
uito Me,” and who *took them up in
His arms, put His )mmh upon tham,
anfl blessed them.” It is the spirit of
every true iwinistar of Chrigs.

Like most garments, like most car-
pets, cverything in Lfe hns a right side
and o wrong side. You can take un;
joy, and by turning it arund, fin
troubles on tho other side ; or yoa may
ta.\u tho great:at tronble, And by turn-
ing it arourd, Ond joys on the othor
side. Tho glocinicst mountain nover
casto & shwlow on both sides at ones,
nor doos tho graatest of lifo’s calami-
ties.

Thern rre three kinds of death sct
forth iu the Neripunres. 1. Spiritual
death, which mived lanzovr aud indifter- !
enco £ rolizims truth, *uvreuy the uu-
derstamvding i3 rendersl impervious o
the imprewing of Goal's wond, tho sen-
sibilives vve linaled, el the will i1

rvorted into tho wivs of sin. 3. The

ostrackivit of the hady, an ve all “arw

thy ends o disealution beviu to germi- |

nute us soun s i begina, Moy sis
est up o man’s health, aud imposs dis-
ease reaulting in death. 8. Fternal |
death in lm!' ,
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