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FIRST PRINCIPLES,

To addition to believing the gospel, men
are required to repent in order to become the
~~followers of Jesus. By many this command
is not only misunderstood, but misplaced.
Some teach that a person must repent hefore
he believes. - One remark of the Saviour is
frequently quoted to prove this position—:
“Repent ye and believe the gospel.” This'
language was addressed to those who be-|
heved in God and believed the prophets,
though their teachers had lead them to mis.;
understand much of their writings. More!
than this, John, the Saviour, the Twelve and'
the:Seventy gave 2 reason why they-should’
report, namely: “The kingdom of heaven is
at hand;” which they must believe before.
forsaking their errors and turning to the!
i Lord,
] Paul says, “God commardeth: all men!
everywhere to repen? BEcAuss He ‘hath’

)

| appointed a day in which he will judge the

world in righteousness, by that man whom

6 | he hath ordained.”—Acts xix. 30. The re-

pentance which Jesus and the Apostles com-
manded, included sorrow for sin and forsak-
ing it. The men of Nineveh became sorry
for their sins at the proclamation of Jonah
and turned away from them. See Jonah iii.
8. Jesus says, Matt, xii., they ¢ repented at
the preaching of Jonah.” This teaches us
what repentance is.

How can a man be a Christian without
repentance? To tell a man that be is a
Christian by faith alone will only confuse his
mind! Under such teaching men are lead
to think that there is some miraculous power
belonging to faith ; and suffer distress
anguish and grief in consequence of not see-
ing the commands of the gospel clearly.

Repentance is something more than a great
noise about religion—more than the fear pro-
duced by a description of “hell fire"—some-
thing more thap sorrow for sins combitted
because of the penalty. Unless an individual
be sorry for sin because it is sin—because it
is opposed to the government of God—op-
posed to the will of Jesus—opposed to the
teaching of the Holy Spirit, he does not
understand all about repentance. An
esteemed young friend who had been addict
ed to reading novels, and whose mind was
perplexed about repentance, gave an answer
which had meaning in i, to the following
question, “what do you think of novels?’
With emphasis, she replied, %I late them,
gir) 1 shall never forget the answer. 1
kunew the Bible had taken the place of the
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novels; but the prompt auswer indicated not
only a change of mind 5 but a change of
purpose, O% how she lovéd and: studied
that precious Bible—* the book of books!”
Reader, have you repented ! Talk not
about baptism until you are sorry for your
sins and purpose to forsake them. Trust not
in your faith alone. Possibly you believe
the Bible—believe Jesus to be the Son of
God and pray occasionally. But, oh, how
can you be happy, indulging in known and
habitual sin? Why not turn irom your
0, how can you love Jesus and think
of loving sin? What brought Jesus to
Gethsemane? Think of the soul that was
exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death!
What breught that precious Jesus to Cal-
vary? Ah, “He bore our sins in his own
body on the tree!” Can you, dear reader,
love sin—that hateful monster? O turn from
it, “for why will ye die?’ The precious
Jesus entreats you to forsake it and follow
him. Do so—Oh do it now!! Let not
another day bLear testimony to your rebellion
to the “Prince of the Kings of the earth.”

If you believe in Jesus with al} your heart
—If vou can trust the Son of God with your
soul's salvation, then the commands are *re-
pent and be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins.”—Acts ii.
38. It you believe Jesus of Nazareth to be
the Son of God, you kuow where to trust for
eternal life.

sing?

Snow.
Bro. CampprLL's RESIDENCE,
Chinguacousy, 20th Feb., 1863.

QUERY ANSWERED.

In the September number of the Adviser,
¢ Timothy" asks me what is the meaning of
fellowship in Acts ii. c., where it stands in
connection with breaking of bread, doctrine,
and prayer?  Howard Malcom, in his Bible
Dictionar,, on the term fellowship, says :—
“ Fellowship or communion is a term of great
importance in the Scriptures. There is a
fellowship to which the people of Christ are

ddmitted with God the Father and with his
Son Jesus Christ, the blood of Jasus cleans-
itig them from all sin. 1 Johni. 8, 8, dec.
There is also a fellowship which they have
one with another, in the spiritual blessings
which the gospel brings to the guilty; and
in temporal things which takes place when
the disciples of Christ communicate jointly
of their worldly substance to the support of
the poor, Acts ii, 42." The above defini-
tions of Maleom, I think, are correct, and in
confirmation that the term is used in the
sense which be regards it inthe second chapter
of Acts. I would add that it is employed
with a sinilar meaning in 20d Cor. viii, 4,
and that when the feeling or disposition -of
heart manifested by those who contribute fg¢
the support of the poor-of the household o
faith is spoken of, it is called fellowship, if-
dicating real sympathy or fellow-feeling
and when viewed as the united act of tfe
brethren in any particular congregation o
locality, it is called & contribution. Luke,
after stating the number of those who gladly
received the word and were baptized, briefly
records their conduct, by giving a concise
account of the things to which they sted-
fastly attended, apd with which their time
appears to have been occupied. From what
he says further upon these matters I learn
that in addition to their attendance on the

teaching of the Apostles, the breaking of , .}

bread and prayers, there was a “daily minis-
tration to supply the wants of those among
them that stood in need.

The term fellowship in the Scriptures,
under consideration, was not intended to
convey the idea, that contributing for the
relief of the poor, weekly or at fixed periods,
was instituted by the Apostles in the Jeru-

|salem Church, as a positive ordinance.

Those who take the view that the term in
the connection which it stands in the second
chapter of Acts does, indicate that such an
appointment was made ; I think, that both
the Scriptures and the nature of things, if
properly considered, would fail them, should
they thereby attempt to sustain it. I confess
my inability to discover from anything that
has come down to us, that the Apostles in
stituted such an appointment in any of the
churches; had they done so, and Luke had
omitted to record it in the Acts, we should
have found some direct or incidental allusion

RS P
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made to it in the Epistles. I can readily
anticipate that somne of the readers of the
Adviser will be ready to exelaim, what! have
you never read the epistles to the Corinthi-
ans, or that portion of them where the
Apostle lays down the law for the observance
of weekly contributions for the relief of the
poor? Yes, I have read, and carefully con-
sidered the special instructions given by Paul
to the Corinthians for the two-fold purpose
of stirring them up, and directing them in
the best way, according to his judgment in
their circumstances, of making a collection
for the relief of the poor saints at Jerusalem,
which they had previously determined upon,
and of which the Apostle had boasted to the
brethren, in Macedonia. But while giving
those instructions, to guard ageinst any mis-
apprehension I have heard him saying, “I
speak not by commandment;” and again,
“herein I give my advice.” Had the dis-
ciples in Corinth been previously taught by
the authority of the Lord to make weekly
contributions for the poor, thers would have
been no necessity for the Apostle writing to
them as he did, neither would he have said,
“T speak not by commandment.” Not hav-
ing been able to learn from the teachings of
the Apostles, that they established a fixed
institution for the relief of the poor; binding
upon all the congregations of the Lord, under
all circumstances and throughout all time.
I shall now endeavor to shcw that in the
nature of things such an institution would
have been impracticable, and diverse to all

# —r~~"t}e other positive commands of the gospel,

All the positive ordinances in the kingdom
of God’s dear Son are obligatory upon all
those who would either enter or are citizens
of his kingdom, whether they be rich or
poor, bond or free, male or femals, and are
0 ordered by infinite wisdom that they can
be obeyed by all, and the blessings connected
with their obedience enjcyed in common by
all. But giving for benevolent purposes,
whether wegkly or otherwise, cannot in the
nature of things be attended to by all the
Lord’s people; for the poor, as long as they
remain so, have it not in their power to give,
and obligation in this department of the
Lord’s service resists only upon thoss who
have it in their possession to give, and is
measured according to ability. There are
alse occupations in which Christians are law-
fully engaged, the nature of which renders
it impossible to ascertain the amount of their
weekly prosperity. From the teaching and
practice of some of the brethren, it has ap-

peared to me that they regard the term fol-
lowship in the second chapter of Acts as
authorising weekly contributions for the
benefit of the poor, and that it is one of the
positive ordinances of the new covenant.
The effects of this teaching has been, to rob
this labor of love of half its blessedness and
moral influence, by leading many coldly to
cast in their penny weekly as a formal act of
obedience to a positive rite. In other cases
it has produced in iudividuals possessing
conscientious minds, unhappiness, in conse-
quence of their inability to yield obedience
to that which they had been led to view as
a binding obligation upon all. Contributing
and communicating of their worldly sub-
stance for the relief of the poor by those who
have the opportunity and possess the ability,
is one of those good works of a moral charac-
ter with which God is ever well pleased, and
would be a means of increasing the happi-
ness and well-being of our race, were the
philantrophy and benevolence of the Chris-
tian system practically carried out in society,
even though it had not been commanded by
the autholity of Him whose right it is to
govern throughout the entire empire of God,
and. whose life and labors on earth were the
most sublime exhibition of benevolence, and
self-denial for the benefit of others the world
has ever seen. Let it then be understood,
that while I esteem it one of the beatific
requirements of the gospel of Christ, that his
disciples should do good unto all men, espe-
cially unto them who are in covenant with
him, I regard it as left to the wisdom of the
brethren to determine as to the most efficient
manner of ecarrying out this good work,
whether by weekly collections orlotherwise,
and the system or plan adopted by any ot
the congregalions of the Lord, as belonging
simply to the chapter of expediency. Love
is the supreme law of the dispensation of
favor under which it is our exalted privilege
to live. The condecension, mercy, and love
of Ged, as manifested towards us in Christ
Jesus our Lord, when viewed by the eye of
faith, is intended and well adapted to implant
this principle in our hearts which leads to
the practice of every virtue ; the fulfilling
of every law that is holy, just and good.
That love that would fulfil the command-
ments of the Lord Jesus, is something mora
than a mere sentiment existing in the mind,
manifesting itself in words of sympathy—
there must be deeds of real charity.

In searching for the truth in relation
to the positive institutions of the gospel, we
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have reasonably required proof ; this saith
the Lord, befors we could rest satfsfied.
Would it not be well brother Tismathy
for every disciple of the Great Teficher
to turn §this practice to a further profit-
able account tby requiring of themselves
procf, that the love ot God dwells in
their heart; and this only can be furnish-
ed by a life of constant and willing obedience
to all things commanded by Him, who,
“ though hu was rich, yet for our sakes
became poor, that we through his poverty
might be rich.” The crowning proof of true
discipleship in that day when Jesus shall
come, in all the glory of his Father, to give
rewards to his servants, shall be, ¢ I was an
hungered, and ye gave me meat. [ was
thirsty, and ve gave me drink. T was 8
stranger, and ye took me iu, Naked, and ye
clothed me, I was sick, and ye visited me,
I was in prison, and ye came unto me.”
L. Pagxixsox.
Eraxosa, February, 1863.

ANSWER TO BARNABAS' CHRONOLOGICAL
DIFFICULTY.

T do not see anything diflienlt to reconcile
in the chronology of the 1st and 2nd chap-
ters of Daniel.
Teign of Nebuchadnezzar and the 3rd of
Jehoiakem, Thaniel and his brother were heing
put in s conrse of preparation to * stand before
the Ning in kis pulace,” chap. i. ‘45, imply-

It appears that’early in the

ing, I suppose, a place among his counsellors,
How long the King of Babylon migh.t be
disturbed-and troubled drenming dreams be-
fore the wise men were ealled, or héw lon
the wise men were in cousultation béfore the
final answer (chap. ii. 10 and 11} was given
1o the King, or how long they were respited
before the hasty decree was put in execution,
or what time the King gave Daniel to shew
him the interpretation are questions to which
Daniel gives no answer, and if these answers
were given, the interpretation of the King’s
dreams of the 2nd year of his reign could
easily Le made to appesar to correspond with
the time in which Daniel and bis brethren
were prepared ¢ fo stand before the King

Consider the brevity of the narrative con-
tained in the last 5 verses of chap i, embrac-
ing a period of 65 years and you will not
be surprised to find so little notice tuken of
dates.

James Bracs,

CONVERSATION AT GRANDMOTHER'S.

Phebe, Eunice, Almira, We have come,
Grandmother, to spendan afternoon with you.

Gr. Very glad indeed that you have felt
disposed to visit an old lady like me.

Al. Wo cannot see you much longer in
this world, let us therefore spend the present.
time as profitably as we can.

Eu. I hope you do not intend to talk
about religion all the time.

Gr. What better subjeet could you intro-
duce? °Tis especially suitable to me while
on the verge of eternity,

Eu. There are so many who profess re-
ligion and don’t live up to it, that I don’t
know that there is much in it after all. The
members of the charches are talking, whis-
pering and backbiting, and many of them
don’t live much better than the world:» 1

begin to think I am as well out of the chureh.

as in it, ) i
Ph. The improper conduct of others is no
g¢05] reason why you should live in the world,

dishonor Christ and give the influence of

your life to the enemy—-Eunice. ..

Al Most assuredly yon would he more
happy in the church where you wounld enjoy
the presence and promise of Christ, (should

there be in it some imperfect wembers,) thygr—

disconnected with the means through which
Christ bestows so many blessings upon the
soul.

Ph. There is a reason for all this, 'Tis
the preacher’s fault. The church where I
lived a few years ago was 'ne:u‘iy ruined by
preachers bringing people into it ‘who went
back to the world again. I belieye they
should be more choice in the §elgct;x;oﬁ of con-
verts, Eunice would not coraplain so much
if the members were all respectable.

Al You surprise me Phebe. Did not
“ Christ come into the world to save sin-
ners #'  Did he not say “preach the gospel
to every creature?” What is the uso of
preaching the gospel to persous if you do
not intend them to become mwembers of the
church ?

i

§
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Gr. T have heard preachers tall nearly in
the same strain as Phebe -did. They never
made many converts, and their speaking
would reither warm the heart of saint nor
sinner——but would freeze up the prayer-
weetings and make the church grow pale.

Ph. Well, our chureh suffered more from
declension and backsliding, coldness and re.
ligious indifference than any thing else. It
was nothing but preaching and baptizing—
preaching and baptizing with us for & while,
till T was afraid there would so many come
in that we wouyld ;be ruined. So I prayed
the Lord that such work might -be stopped,

Al. O,Phebe! how cotild you do so ? Of
course you bad no Bible promise to plead,
and your prayer would not be answered.
Surely you had not the mind of Christ, the
Apostles or first Christians. But there is
one thing you most likely did. You threw
your sympathies, feelings and influence, all
against the preacher; and you would give
the mew converts a look which would almost
make them shiver. -How much better it
might have been if you had affectionately
instructed them more perfectly in the way of
the Lord.

Gr. T sometimes wish we had churches
after the old fashion. When “they that
feared the Lord,spake often oue to another.”
But I suppose the passages “speaking of
Elders and Deacons must be sputious and
will be corrected in the new version, for I

‘bave not been visited by an elder or deacon

Indeed, they don’t pretend to
teach from house to house now-a-days at all.
A brother or sister may become poor, take
sick aud e, and the elders know nothing
about it. 1 think if the church would live
as they ought to do, Eunice would feel and
speak differently.

Al. Had you any elders in that,church of
which you speak, Phebe?

Ph. Yes, and deacons too.

Al. Did they perform their duties ?

Ph. The elders presided over business
meetings and preached on Sunday, and the

dea( ons camul round the bread and wine—
that's all.

Al. No wonder that church was cold,
sickly and nigh unto death. It was not the
¢ preaching and baptizing” which did the in-
jury—it was the palpeble fact that no care
was taken of the converts.

Eu. Well, if I join a church, I should like
to unite with one that would take care ¢f me.

Gr. I am sure if the churches were all
right, converts would be multiplied. Let us
try to reform and do our duty to God—to
one anther—-and to the world—-Amen.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ADVISER.

In consideration of the present state and
condition of the body of Christians in Canada
called Disciples, and aiso of the feeling of a
great portion of this body, I beg leave that
you will allow a place in your pages for a
few practical hints, to which I would gladly
call the attention of the subseribers and
roaders of your paper, and more especially
to those whose whole object and aim is the
building up of Christ’s kingdom and the
earth,

The natural desire arising from the heart
of the man of God is, that the world way
know of the healing balm j have it applied
to their wounds and be saved, that they may
be fed with the same manna which he has
eaten, and drink from the same fountain
from which he has quenched his thirst. Thus
it is that the man, who has passed from
death unto life, who was first convinced of
his relation to his Ged aud to his fellow man
by the power of the Holy Spirit, by the
Gospel set forth in all s&mphc\ty from the
lips of the sincere and earnest evangelizer, as
he proclaims the words of eternal life to a
dying world, earnestly desires and strives to
tell the same glad and invaluable news to
his companions and friends, that they may
,be his companions in his pilgrimage to
héaven as they had been while toiling after
the vanities of this word. Now it is impos-
sible for the ungodly to hear the Gospel
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unless it is preached to them. Rom, x. 14.
How necessary then, that men of God,
devoted and faithful Evangelists, should
scatter the seed of the riches in, and tho
love of Christ, that it may spring up and
produce plentifully, and a harvest be gathered
in due season.

It is upon this point that I wish to con-
fine myself in this article.

There was a time in the history of the
Disciples of Canada, when one or two Evan-
gelists would meet the demand of the
churches ; but the steady and quite rapid
increase of their numbers requires a greater
number than this at the present time, Truly,
indeed, we may say “the harvest is plen-
teous; but the laborers are fow.” Matt. ix.
37,38. May the prayer of this..people be
then, that the Lord of the harvest may send
forth more laborers into His vineyard.

According to the Census of 1861, the
number of Disciples in Upper Canada was
4,147, showing an increase in the past ten
years of 2,083. Now among this aggregate
of 4,147 found in the several Counties of
Wellington, Grey, Lincoln, Prince Edward,
Elgin, Durham, Welland, Halton, Ontario,
and York, there are comparatively speaking
but very fow Evangelists, who seem not to
have any particular number of churches to
abide with and labor amongst, but go from
place to place preaching the glad tidings;
this form of preaching seems to have been
practiced by the great Apostle Paul in visit-
ing the churches of Asia. Acts xiv. This
is all well enough if we bad a sufficient
number of devoted Evangelists to follow
each other, and visit the different churches
after. The great secret of success among
other religious bodies is undoubtedly owing
to the unceasing ambition of their ministers
in missionary efforts at home and abroad,
and also in the untiring patience of the

brethren in holding up their hands in time-

of trial, and supporting them and their
families while they enter the abodes of sin
and point their inmates to the Saviour. I

THE ADVISER.

do not wish to be understocd by this, that
the efforts of Evangelists, now in the field,
are not what ther should be, or are not

attended with warked suceess ; butinereasing
the number of laborers, I find more of such

men as we now have, is what we want ; cannot
they boobtained?  Can there not be enough
monoy raised among an aggregale of over
4,000 to support more men in co-operating
in this great work? Is all the talent among
this number now before us? Or is thero
much left concealed, completely secroted and
dormant? First, let there be a desive on the
part of the brotherhood to aid and liberally
support those who devote their whole time
to the work; just for a moment draw a
comparison between the amount now paid
by the aggregate and the amount they are
able to pay, and they fall short of the liber-
ality claimed by certain other religious
bodies, But very little can be done without
means, and many who have the desire to do,
may be minus the means to carry forward
the work, therefore it necessarily follows
that the first effective stone that is turned
must be that of liberality of the brethren, a
willingness to do allin their power to support
men when they got into the field.

The Treasurer’s account of 1861 shows
an average of about 25 cents per number of
all the Disciples in Canada. What can we
say to this; it surely cannot be classed under
the head of liberality ; let it be far from us,
as a Christian body that we should claim in
a country like Canada, where industry
receives its wages, that the cause of God has
had such support as it deserves at our hands.

Now, if the increase in the last ten years
has been so groai, how much greater could
it have been had there been more laborers
und proper steps taken ; but these thingsare
past, and the only plan we have now is, to
candidly consider and weigh the subject, and
see whether greater successcan crown future
efforts. Therefore, if so much has been
done under so disadvantageous circumstaunces,
how much more may we look for in the
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next ten years it proper measures can bo
taken to bring more good men into the field
as laborers, and visit the churches oftener,
the result cannot be otherwise than that
scores in aevery section, upon hearing the
gospel presentod. unadulterated, in all its
simplicity, will flock into the kingdotw of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

But instead of this state of things our
number is so limited that if protracted efforts
are appointed, these are so far in the future,
or the distance, that the Evangelist must go
so great, that he is, in both Spring and
Autumn, liable to meet with bad roads, and
consequently small congregations. This is
the case, especially in country places, but he
must go forward to his appointments. The
result of this is, as will ba readily seen, that
his visit has done but very little good, and
perhaps none at all toward preaching Christ
to the sinner. The one for whom he so faith-
fully labors to do good, and point to the
Saviour,

Again, coming to the reality of our affairs,
on account of the small number of Evange-
lists making it their whole work, and the
great extent of country, as shown above,
that they must uveqessarily travel over to
visit these churches, it certainly follows that
they cannot visit them' very often, and it is
to be feared that some may become as those
at Laodicea—in reference to thewr duties,
Rev, iii. 15.

Keep us from falling into the snares of the
devil, from_allowing the worldly element to
enter in and take possession, is my earnest
desite and prayer to Almighty God. May
our motto be progress, growth and iucrease,
in spiritual things, and to this end we should
all strive. MNow many, I fear, and very
many of the churches do not see an Evan-
gelist semi-annually, and some annually, and
then just as likely to be in the Spring or’
Autumu of the year when the roads are im-
passible, Such visits, as I said before, are'
of little account, and it is in these country
places that as great success will be likely to
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follow the efforts as any where olse if the
proper man comes in tho proper time, awd
much grod would be done, and scores
brought to the knowledge of the truth.

Allowing many laborers to be in the field,
as many as the present membership could
support, it is questioned by some whether «r
not there would be more or less good done
by Evangelists having their respective cir-
cuits to labor upon. This sentiment seems
*0 be expressed by many of the brotherhood,
that they would rvather increase their cou-
tributions and have an Evangelist laboring
wackly or even monthly among them than
to have things as they now are, Then it
encourages them to work and contribute
when they can see or hope for the salvation
of their own people.

If these things be so then five churches
averaging thirty members each would be able
to support an Evangelist, and very soon, if
propor measures were taken, there wouid be
an increase of some thirty-sixty and even an

‘hundred per cent. in the numler of the

Disciples in the surrounding neighborhood
and vicinity; much good would be doue.
Ungodly young men and women who are
now wasting their vigor and youth would
present themselves as a reasonable sacrifice
before their Saviour. Talent which is now
submerging in worldly pursuits would be
spent in proclaiming the gospel to perishing
humanity.

It is my firm conviction that such would
be the result. Does any one say this is un-
seriptural 2 Do we doubt that the church
iu the days of the Apostle Paul would have
been visited oftener if it bad been possible?
Are not weekly or even monthly visits more
profitable than yearly ones? ~ome may
conjecture that this is the case, but many of
the ehurches do not know its practical expe-
rience. It is high time that the churches
awake ! for they ave certainly asleep on the
subject. Are we unable to do this as I
have stated? Certainly not! we are rich!
God is with us, and he will not forsake us in
agodly undertaking. Let us atise then, put
on the whole armor of God, and fight the
battles of our leader, and in one united effort
multiply our energies, bring more laborers
into the vineyard of the Lord, and support
them when we get them in, for the ;ause is just,

I sincerely and earnestly entreat that the

 Eidthren will give this their careful investi-

gation, and express their opinions freely
upon the subject through the press, if so
allowed to do. A

A Disorere.
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DeAr Broter Biack,—-Death has again
invaded my dwelling and cut down my aged
father. He died at my residence, in Oshawa,
on the night of the 3rd instant, aged neatly
90 years. Deceased was born in Williams-
town, Mass., in 1773, came tv Canada under
a proclamation of Gov. Simcoe, inviting set-
tlers into Canada in 1797,

He sottled m the Township of Hamilton,
when it was an ontire wilderness, It was
said there was only one family in Pickering,
onc in Whitby, one in Darlington, tvo or
three in Hopo, (Port Hope)) None in
Hamilton, ITaldimand, Cramahee or Murray.
Lake Oatario was their only highway ; their
own household their only market for years.
Waere obliged to go to the *“Napanee Mills”
for their gristing, and that by boat, on the
Ontario. The most of what is now Cobourg
was a denso cedar swamp. He braved the
terrible hardships of a Canadian pioneer
life. Raised a large family, the most of
which are still living. He survived his com-
panion in life only about eight monthe ; with
whom he had lived about 64 years, He was
afflicted with blindness about twelve years,
but otherwise retained his faculties remark-
ably, He was confined to bed ounly about a
month before his death. Intellectually, he
seemed to lose but little, His memory was
so perfect that he could retain the substance
of an evening's conversation or reading with
remarkable accvracy. He felt a deep interest
in the Americau struggle, and was anxious
to know of current events. He had an un-
usual and accurate knowledge of the Holy
Scriptures ; looked at death as it approached
with a calmness and resignation seldom wit-
nessed, even until within one of his last.
His death was merely fading away and going
out without a pain or struggle. He was im-
mersed upon a profession of his faith inf.gh,e;
blessed Redeemer, scme 17 years ago, and
was a firm believer in Jesus Christ, as the

Son, and of the Holg
gbserve allthings w

only Saviour; of retiring habits be made but
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little ado about religion. Only ten or fif-
teen minutes before his death 1 conversed
with him as follows. He was quite sonsible,
and answered my questions correctly. I
said to him ; Father, you feel yourself weak
and poorly do you not? Yes, Dor't you
think you will soon pass the Jordan?  Yes,
Have you any fears? No. Do you not .
think the Lord will carry you safely through
“the dark valley ” Yes, You trustin him,
and him only?  Yes. Do you feel happy
now in your last moments ¥ Yes. The path
looks bright and glorious to you, does it not ?
Yes. You will soon leave us, my father, and
join the happy throng. Yes. Would yov
like to have me pray with you? Yes. I
attended to this delightful duty, administered
to him the last drink of cold water ; laid him
down on his pillow, and inabout five minutes
he breathed his last, so calmly that, although
my house-keeper was near by his bed, she
did not perceive it —not expecting the event
50 soon,

Two years last June, I buried my com-
panion, eight months ago my aged mother,
and now my father. Surely all flesh is as

grass.
Josepn Asm,

Osuawa, 11th Felr,, 1868,
Harbinger and Review please copy.

EXTRASTS,
THE LAW OF THE KINGDOM.

Every societythasg its own terms ef admission
to membership, and every kingdom its laws of
naturalization whereby aliens may become citi-
zens. As with every other society or kingdom,
so with the church of Christ—the kingdom of
God on earth. What these laws are, and what
their authority, force, universality and obligato-
iness, let the following extracts from the one
statute-book of the heavenly monarchy deter-
mine. Matt. xxviii. 13—20, Jesus said, « All
power is given unto me in heaven and earth.
Go ye therefore and disciple all nations j baptiz-
ing them it the name of the Yather, and of the

Ghost ;1 “ching them to
atsoevel 1 iave command-
‘ed [iyou; and lo, I am with you always unto the
end of the world.” John ii.. 5—7. ¢« Jésus an

s ered, Verily, vorily 1 say unto you, Ezcept
a man be born of water and the Spirity he can
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not enter the kiugdom of God. That which is
bornof tne flesh is flesh, and that which is born
of the spirit is spirit. Marvel not that [ say
unto you, Ye must be born again.” Acts il
38, Petersaid, ¢ Repentand be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the
remission of sins, aud ye shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit;» verse 41, « Then they that
gladly received nis word were baptized, and
the same day there were added about three
thousand souls.”” 1 Cor, vi. 9, * Know ye not
that the uarighteous shall not inherit the king-
dom of God.” ¢ And such were some of you,
but ye are washed, butjye are sanctified, but ye
are justified 1n the name of the Lord Jesus, and
by the Spirit of our Ged.”” Eph. ii. 13, * At
that time ye were without Christ, being ahens
from the commonwealth of Isreal, and strangers
from the covenants of promises, having no hope,
and without God in the world. But now in
Christ Jesus you who somelimes were far off
are made nigh by the blood of Chrtst;”’ verse
19, ¢ Now, therefore, yo are no more strangers
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the
saints, and of the household ot God.>? Titas 1ii.
47, ¢ But after that the kinidness and love
of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by
works of nghteousness which we have done,
but accorciny to his mercy he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost, which he shed on us abundantly
through Jesus Christ our Savior, that being
justified by his grace we should be made heirs
according to the hope of eternal life.”’

Here, then, is the law of the kingdom announc-
ed both 1n formula and in fact. Whatever h.s
past character, the entrant must be discipled
and baptized—born again of water and the

L Spirit ; he must repent and be immersed—be

washed, sanctified, justified —pass through the
laver of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Spirit. Reader, isiteo withyou? Have
you obeyed from the heart the form of doctrine
delivered to you ? Alienated fromt your God,
have you been brought nigh by the blood of
Christ? Have you passed through the process
?{rdained by the immutable decree of the great
ing, that as his apostle says, being justified
you may become inheritor according to ne
hope of eternal life ? .
T. H. M.

SCENE IN A BLACKSMITH'S SHOP.

Idrove up to a blacksmith shop, a few days
ince, to get my horse shod. The blacksmith
valked up to the horse and lnoked him square
n the face ; then turning to the people about
aid—¢ [ have shod hundreds of horses, and
cen thousands, but there (pointing to my
orze) 18 the best countenance and the best
haped head Ieversaw.” While he was shoe-

him I made some inquiries concerning a
abbath-school, and told him that myself and
orse were both missionaries. lle immedi-
tely dropped the horse’s foo!, aud, seating
imself on the ground, said :~-~

L3

“ Strauger, let me give you a Kittle of my
history. ! was an orphan boy, bound out to
learn the blacksmith tra-te. My master would
not send me to school, U . kept me hammering
hot iron night and day wnul I wag nineteen
years old. ~ About that time a Sunday-school
man came to the settlement, and Wwent all
round telling the people to come out and he
would start a Sundae’-school. So I got my
day’s work done and went to hear him. He
told us a heap of gool things, and among
them that he himself first went to Sunday-
schgol when thirty years of age, and how
much he learned, and what a blessing it was
to lum. Now, thinks 1,>? continued the black-
smith, « that’s just my fix, and if he starts a
school Pl go. ~ A school was started, and I
went for two years. 1 soon learnt to read my
Bible, and the very day I was twenty-onc
joined the church of Christ, and for seven years
T have tried to serve him, and last Sunday 1
was made supetintendent of a school here.”

I asked where the school was in whien he
learned to read and was converted to Christ.
¢ Oh,” said he, “more than a hundred miles
from here.”> He gave me tho name and all
particulars of its organization. I then asked
him if he would know the man who started the
school. He did not know as he would—it had
been so long ago—but recoliected that he was
large, almostas large as myself. [ then informed
him that I was the man, and that horse was
aloug, too. He sprang to his feet, exclaiming,
« Blessed Father ! is it possible 7> And while
my hand was in his the tears rolled down his
cheeks like rain. He said, « All that I am [
owe under God to that school. There I learn~d
to read, »nd to love my blessed Savior.” He
took me to his house and introduced me to his
wife, a good Christian woman. and the mother
of two children. When I offered to pay him
he said, ¢ No, never a cent for shoeinz a mis-
sionary horse. I will shoe him all his life for
nothing, if you will bring him to me.”

To you this may not be intcresting, but to
;our missionary it was the most pleasant in-
cident of his life. I felt that the starting ol
that one school was worthy of a lite toil—
Stephen Paxson, inthe Sunday-school World.

Aﬁ\ﬁmcmom

4

Few persortg can believe that adversity is a
real blessing. Without it,how little piety would
there be on earth! Many are the alictions of
the righteous. “I have chosen thee in the
furnace of affliction.” We must enter into the
kingdom through many tribulations. ¢ It is
good for me that I have been afflicted. I
know O Lord, that thou in faithfulness hast
afflicted me. Before, I was afflicted I went
astray. But now I have learned to keep thy
racepts.””  Job, Solomon and Paul says,
«Behold, happy is the man whom Ged corrects :
therefore we are not to dispise his chastise-
ments.”> These are a few of .the many testi-



monies of the saints on earth in both Testaments
ou the subject.  When one of the elders iuter-
rogated John, Who are these that are clothed
i white robes 2 And whence are they come ?
« And I gaid to him, My Lord, thou knowest.
And he said to me, These are they who came
out of great aflliction, ard they have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood
of the Lamh.”—Wesley’s translation.

Here is testimony of the holy ones in both
worlds. Afllictions are the effect of sins. Man
had no afilictions before sin. But now he is
lorn to treuble as the sparks fly upward. His
Lones are fudl of the sm of bis youth, which
shall lie down with him in the dust. ¢« Man
that is born of a woman is of few daysand full
of trouble.”” In the world we are to have
tribulation, said he who never sinned. “Thou
shalt consider in thy heart, that as a man
chastens his son, so the Lord thy God chastens
thee.”  All who are pious or godly shall suffer
persccution.  Adversity comes not forth of the
dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the
arouud.  God visited us with ztiliction 1o in-
struet and teach us things that we did not
know before. I think it was Luther who said
there were many scriptures that he never
understood till God afflicted him.

When Massaneh was afflicted, then he
knew the Lor¢ he was God. When God
atllicted Nebuchadnezzar, he then said * Now
I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor
the King of heaven, all whose works are irath
and his ways judgment.”” « And those that
walk in pride he is able to abase.”

The prodigal son came to himself, as many
have snce, when the rod was upon them.
The tod, Solomon said, was made for the fool’s
back. Many, like the Thessalonians, have
received the gospel in much auliction.  Luther
said the school of the cross is the scheol of
light. This is the school where Christ’s
scaolars have made the greatest proficiency.
God, therefore, teaches us the knowledge of
himself, which is eternal life, by atilictions.

Demosthenes was asked what was the first
qualification of an orator? He sawd, Action.
What the second 2 Action. Aad what is the
third? Action. And as actions made the best
orators, soZafflictions make the best Christians.

The seccond lesson which God teaches us
by adlictions, is a knowledge of ourselves., In
health and prosperiiy we forget ourselves—
our fraiity and mortality.  «Lard, make me to
know my end, the measure of my days. that I
may know how frait I am.”

The third lesson tiad teaches us by afiliction,
is the empiiness and vanity at this world.
How deceitful and unsatisfactory is the world !

“How vain are ail things here below,
How false and yet how fair;

Fach pleasure has its poizon tae,
And cvery sweet a snare.

Here perfect bliss can ne'er he found,
The honey is mixed with gall ;

Midst changing scencs and dying friends,
Be Thon my all in all.
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The fourth lesson which we learn in the
school of affliction, is the evil of sin, the foun-
tain of all our woes. What a puisonous tree
that must be which has produced g0 much
bitterness, anguish, agony, pain, dsarace,
ruin, sutlering and death, literal and cternal.

The fifth Jesson which we learn in the school
of atHliction, is the preciousness of Jesus Christ
and his gospel, the balm ior all our woes.
¢ How precious is the Gospel, O God ! How
sweet to our taste— yea, swester than the drop-
pings of the honeycombs. I esteem thy word
more than iy necessary and daily food.”

¢ Precious Bible ! what a treasure
Does the word of God afford !

AlLT want for life or pleasure,
Foud and medicine, shivld and sword.”

The sixth lesson we learn in this great schoot
of affliction, is to mortify, subdue and crucify
our sins and passions. ¢ By this is the sin of
Jacob purged, and this is all the fruit to take
away his sin.”

The seventh lesson taught us in this famous
school, is to pray with more earnestness, hu-
mility, importunity and penitence. Jehosha-
phat cried out in the battle, and the Lord turned
the archers from him. Mannasseh and the
Jewssought the Lord in their afflictions.  David
roared and cried by reason of his afflictions,
the Lord heard him and delivered him {rom
all his fears and enemies.

Afllictions prove and improve our virtues,
<0 ! thou of httle faith, wherefore didst thou
doubt ¥ They are smiths to polish us ; me-
dicines to cure us. * In their afflictions they
will seek me early.” Ourafilictions generally
tread in the footsteps of oursins. Theriversin
Egy]?t mn with blood for kiiling the infants of
the Hebrews. Adonizebech cut off the thumbs
and great toes of seventy kings and made them

eat bread under his table ; afterwards he had~ -

his thumbs and great toes cut off, and he had
to eat bread under the tabie.

When our blessed Lord was overwhelmed
with trouble, and his soul was exceedingly
surrowful, in agony he prayed most fervently,
and said, ¢ If 1t be possible, let this cup pass
from me ; nevertheless, not my will, but thy
will be done.” Amllictions were thought u
necessary accomplishment of our great High-
priest. In bringing many sons to glory, the
Captain of salvation was made perfect through
sufferings.  They are chastisements which
God from love administers to his children.
We have had fathers ot our tlesh who cortected
after their own pleasure ; shall we not much
rather be in subjection to the Father of our
spirits and live 7 Let us meekly and courage-
cusly bear them, and kiss the rod in the father’s
hand, whoever may be the instrument that
inflicts the chastisement. < Righteous art thou,
O Lord, and upright art thy judgments. |
know, O Lord, that thou hast afilicted me in
faithfulness.  Thou art just inall that is brought
upon us, for thou hast done right, but we have
done wickedly.” The Judge of all the earth

‘
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W& ~F-capital of ten thousand dollars.

‘h- § pend upon themselves ; see that they have
he § minds which wili fead them to look about a
gh |} butterfly existence. Talk not of the beautiful
ich § white skin and soft, delicate hand, the splendid
en. § form and fine appearance of the young gentle-
ted § man. Let not tﬂese foolish considerations at
wch § all engross your thoughts.

our

ge- MosT women had rather have any of their
3r’s § good qualities slighted, than their beaunty. Yet
hat 3 that is the most inconsiderable accomplishment
\on, 3of 2 woman of real merit.

;‘"l) ~ Wit anp Jupcuent.—Wit is brushwooq,
«ht judgment is timber. The first makes the bright-
ave jest flame, but the other gives the tnost lasting
arth Eheat.
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will do right.  The Lord is in the midst of

flictions without a cause.
many are weak and sickly among you.”

H The greatest and best man in the Bible and
Abel,
Noah, Enoch, Job, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
Moses, Jeseph, David, Elijuh, Jchoshaphat,
Hezekiah, Solomoun, Eli, Ezra, Nehemiah,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Jonah, the Judges,
Samuel, the Prophets, and pious Jews ; John
the Immerser, Jesus our Savior, the Apostles,
martyr witnesses, Reformers; Claude of Turin,
Austin, Chrysostom, Cyril ; Huss was burnt at
the stake, Servetus, Jerome of Prague, was
burnt; Wickliffe, Tyndale, and the compeers ;

in church history were sons of aflliction,

e

the blood-washed and sacremental hosts of Go,
whose blood is precious in his sight : these
« shall come with him riding on white horses
¢ and palms in their hands.
§ JocoB CREATH.
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ADVICE TO YOUNG WOMEN.

Trust not to uncertain riches, but prepare
yourselves for every emergencyinlife.  Leuarn
to work, and be not dependent upon servants to
make your bread, swecp your floors and darn
your stockings. Above all, do not esteem too
fight]y those honorable young men who sustzin
themselves and their aged parents by the work
of their own hands, wiile you caress and
receive into your compauny those lazy, idle
popinjays, who never lift a fingerto help them-
selves as long as they can keep body and soul
together, and get funds suificient to live in
faghion. If you are wise yon will look at this
matter in the light we do, and when you are
old enough to become wives you will prefer
the honest mechanic, with not a cent to com-
mence life, to the fashionable loafer, with a
When we hear
it remarked, < a young lady married a fortune,”
wetremble for her future prosperity. Riches
left to chiidren by wealthy parents turn out to
bea curse instead of a blessing.  Young women,
remember this, aud instead of sounding the
purse of your lovers, and examining the cut of
their coats, look into their habits and their
hearts. ™y Mark if they have a trade and can de-~

ponen e
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us,
and will not do iniquity. He never sends af-
“TFor this cause
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READING THE BIBLE.

A writer complains that Christians, asa gen-
eral thing, read the Bible so scantily, instanc-
ing a church officer who for years together lim-
ited himself to a chapter a day. e is righi.
This is small measure for one who wants to
thrive in divine life. Paul says, ¢ Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly,” and surely
this means something more than a mere frag-
mentary portion. He who would bo a lively,
growing Christian, must accustom himself to
read and enjoy large portions of the Scripture,
for this purpuse redeeming time from business,
recreation and sleep. On the Lord’s day es-
pecially should he give holy time without stint
to the holy Bible. The more a pious soul reads
intelligently, the more it wauts 1o read, and the
deeper it sees into what it reads.—Chris.
Intel

— e

Tue Boor or Nartvre~The ¢ Book of
Nature® was open to Thebes, Carthage, Athens
and Rome, and they had reason, but failed to
read Deism init. They had ¢ gods many and
lords many.” <« But we are wiser than they.”
That is sheer assumption.  Aund if it is true, it
will be impossible to tell how much of our
superior knowledge is due to the revelation
made to us in the Bible. 'The result of the
effort to discard Revelation and tollow *¢ rea-
son,” i< seenin the “ reign of terror’ in France,
Eighty thousand in the three cities, Nantes,
Lyons aud Paris, perished in two years under
the “reign of reason,” and an abandoned
woman in a state of nudity was carried through
the streets as the « goddess of reason.”—A. (.
Review.

SUSTIFICATION.—1We are said 1o be justified
by grace, Rom. iii. 24; by blood, Rom. v. 9
by faith, Rom. v. 1 ; by obedience, Rom. ii. 13.
It was the favor (grace) of God that he wave
his Son, who ratified the covenaut witht his
blood. We must have faith in his blood,
which will purify the heart and lead to obedi-
ence. No step in this plan could be omitted.
The systems which have all these except the
latter, have @ raan justified in nothiug, or in
doing nothing. Man is condemned for his
transaressions, but is justified in obeying,
through faith in the Divine favor, aud the bloud
of Jesus Christ, what God commands him to
do. This is God’s righteovsness (state of right
domg) which is declared to be for the remission
of sins that are past, Rom. iii. 285.—4 (.
Review.

Drurkex Proressors.—The Arkansas Bap-
tist, says:—*“ We have known a Church of
fifty members, male and female, stunted and
kept lean and lank on account of carrying
yearafter year a drunkard! Count itas yon may,
one member with a gallon of < red eye® in him
every day, is a heavier load for a Church to

carry than three score and ten Samsons could
stand under. ¢



156

KEEP CLOSE TO THE GUIDE.

The thinking Christian does not have to live
very long in this world to find that there are a
multitude of questions, that despite his most
earnest investigations, are involved in mystery.
With all the light that the Bible sheds upor
his pathway, there are still a thousand things,
concerning his own being and destiny, which
are shrouded in darkness. Like the traveler
at midnight, carefully picking his way over a
dangerous road, By the rays of the lantern that
he swings by his side, the Christian is in a
lintle circle of light, enongh for the next step.
But all things grow shadowy in the distance.
Around him on every side, the great black
curtair of night drops its impenetrable veil.
He must patiently wait for the moming of the
Resurrection. It is a canain that will never
be lifted, until the darkness of this life cives
place o the clear, calm sunshine of the
heavenly rest.

One great error, of which too many of us are
guilty, is, that instead of walking by the light
we have, we arc continually straining our
vision for lizht that we have not. Instead of
watchfully minding each separate step and
the immediate pathway we are treading, our
eyes, like the fools, *“are at the ends of the
earth.” We are stramning our vision into the
darkness beyond, trying vainly to see what is
wvisible 5 and, perhaps, dispeting with others
as foolish as ourselves, about the substance of
things that are buried in darkness, and of
which the keenest vision can detect only the
most vague and shadowy outlines. It 1s not
surprising, therefore, that we stumble in the
« narrow  way,” and that God sometimes
~uffers the pain of a wounded spirit to remind
us of the danger of the road we are treading,
and the necessity for constant watchfulness
and care.

Every one who visits that celebrated natural
curiosity of Kentucky, e Mammoth Cave,
receives, on entering, a small lamp, which he
is instructed to carry with him. He is teld to
be very careful of his light, o mind his foot-
steps, and abave all, to keep close to the guide.
1f he strictly obeys these injunctions he is safe.
Up and down through all the dark and wind-
mg passages of that subterrancan labyrinth,
he may pass with ~ccurity and comparative
case. It is true dhat his Jamp is a little thing.
It lights up 2 ciicle of ouly a few fect around
him. There are gloomy cavemns that open
their black mouths on every side. All his
little taper tells hiw is, that they arc there.
But it is enough to keep his feet from destruc~
tion.  If he heeds its radiance and minds his
footsteps, and keeps close to the guide, he may
walk safely beside the dizziest caverns and
deepest pitfalls of the route.

This world is such a dark and perilons
mora! pilgrimage.  Christ came to us and
offers us the Gospel lamp.  1f we reject it, we
are incvitably lost. If we accept it, He bids
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us keep it trimmed and burning.  He promises
himself to lead us through the labyrinth of hte,
if we will only submit to Him and wind our
footsteps, and keep close o our Guide. [le
does not tell us that onr lamps shall Jight up
all the dark caverns that swarm aroundgus.
He only promises deliverance from the perils
of the journey. Christian, be careful of that
Gospel lamp—mind your footsteps, and keep
close to the Guide !—N. Y. Chronicle.

HOW TO KEEP MEN AT HOME.

There would be fewer wretched marriages, fewer
dissipnted, degraded men, if women were taught
to feel the angel duty which devolves on them, to
keep the wandering steps of those who are tempted
so much more than they, in the paths of virtue
and peace—to make them feel that in the busy
world is noise and confusion—that at home there
is order and repose—that their * eyes look brighter”
when they come—that the smile of welcome be
ever ready to receive them, the books are cver
ready to belaid aside to minister the husband’s
pleasure ; they would find amuscment then at
home, nor strive to seek it elsewhere. And not
alone to the higher classes of society should this
be taught—it should be a lesson instilled into the
minds of all—high and low, rich and poor. Fewer
heart-broken wives, weeping and scolding, would
stand waiting at the doors of public houses, tolead
the unsteady steps of their drunken husbands home,
if that home had offered a room as cheerful, a firc as
bright, a welcome as readily and cordially as the
tap-room they frequent. Duty hasseldom so stroag
a hold on a man as woman ; they cannot, will not,
for duty’s sake, remain in & dull, tedious, or ill-
managed, quarrelsome home, but leave it to find
elsewhere the comfort and amusement which fails
them there; and when riot and revelry have done
their work, the wives and sisters, who have done
so little to make them otherwise, are pitied for
their bad husbands and brothers.

A NEWsPAPER Is the histery of the world for
onc day. It is the hisiory of that world in
which we now live, and with it we are conse-
quently more concerned than with those which
have passed away, and exist only in rememn-
brance ; though, to check us in our too fond
love of it, we may consider, that the present,
likewise, will soon be past, and take its.place
m the repositories of the dead.— Bishop Horne.

Horr.~—Hope is made up of desere and  czpecla-
tion. 1tis therefore improper to say, “I hope my
sins are pardoned.”  * What 2 man scceth (enjoys
why doth he yet hope for?  Hope that is seen i3
not hope.”  Rom. viii. 24. The Christian sclteves
that his sins arc pardoned. But his hope is * the
hope of eternal life.” God promises cternal life
which is deseribed as “glory, honor and immor-
tality.” The description begets the expectation.
—d. C. Reviae.

To ne e aud to be poor, have always
been reproaches, and, therefoie, every manen-
deavors with his utmost care to hide his poverty
from others, and his idleness from himselt,
—Johnson.
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“ASITLIVE,I CAN NQT.»

The caption, “ I can not afford it,” under which
one of the correspondents of the Missionary, in a
late nnmber, presented its readers with some in-
teresting and suggestive thoughts, has brought to
my mind the old Quaker's motto found at the
head of this article.

A certain member of the good gociety of Friends
wag engaged in the batting business. The cus-
tomers ut his counter, having asceriained the
price of o but, would sometimes, a3 i3 the wont of
some customers, inquire, “ Can you not let me
have the hat for less? The invariable reply of our
Quaker hero was, “ As I live, I can not let thee
have the hat for less.”

Once upon a time, so goes the story, a cus-
tomer having inquired the price of a beaver that
he thought would become him, asked as usual,
“ Can’t you let me have the hat for less? The
same response from behind the counter, was, “As
I live, 1 can not let thee have the hat for less.”
“Then,” snid the man, in rather a gruff, quick
tone, ‘live differently from what you have been
living.” “ Friend,” replicd the Quaker, * thee is
the first man that has found out my secret, and
thee shall have the hat for nothing.” “May we not
safely aflirm, that bere is disclosed unto us the
secret why so many persons, who have been bles-
sed with a liberal, or even with o superabundant
share of this world's goods, are so backward in
paying that which is due unto the Lord, for the
spread of his gospel and the establishment of his
kingdom in the world?

Porrrics axp Tie Pririr—We have no doubt
that a rigorous landlord, having sharked it all the
week, screwing and griping among his tenants,
would be better pleased to doze through an able
gospel sermon on divine mysteries, than to be
kept awake by 2 practical sermon that might
treat of the dutics of a Christian landlord. A
broker who has gambled on a magnificent seale
all the week, does not go to church to have his

tactical swindling analyzed and measured by the

* New Testament” spirit.  Catechism i3 what be
. wants—doctrine is to his taste. A merchant
whose last bale of smuggled goods was safely
stored on Saturday night, and his brother mer-
chant, who on the same day swore a false invoice
through the same custom house—they go to
church to hear a sermon on faith, on angels, on
the resurrection. They have nothing invested in
those subjects; they expect the minister to be
bold and orthodox. But if he wants respectable
merchants to pay ample pew rents, let him not
vulgarize the pulpit hy introducing commercial
subjects.

A rich Christian brother owns largely in a dis-
tillery, and isclamorous about letting down the pul-
pitto the vulgarity of temperance sermons. Another
man buys tax titles, and noises about all the week
10 see who can be slipped out of a neglected lot.
A mechenic who plies his craft with the unscrup-
ulous appliance of every means that will win, he
100, wants ** doctrine” on the Sabbath, not these
sccular questions. Men wish two departments in
life--the sccular and the religions. Between them
2 high wall and opaque is to be built. They wish
o do just what they please for six long days. Then
stepping on the other side of the wall, they wish
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conscience, and furnish them a clear ticket and
insurance for heaven, By such a shrewd manage-
ment, our modern financiers are determined to show
that a Christian can serve two masters, both God
and Mammon, at the same time.—H. W, Beecher.

“ Snroups Have wno Pockers.”’—While
glancing over the columns of u newspaper the
other day, my eyes fell upon this single sen-
tence: ‘“ Shrouds have no pockets.” And
truly, thought I, no remark is so replete with
meaning, or speaks in stronger or more signiti-
cant appeals to man.

Yea, what a volume of meaning is couched
in these simple words, and what lessons of
paramount inlerest and mementous importance
man may gather from a conremplation of the
truths they contain! What a vast amount of
suffering in the present life, and eternal misery
in the life to come, would man be saved from,
if the truth of fiese words was kept in mind,
and actnated man in all the varions pursuits of
life! How many toil and labor for the mam-
mon of this world only, and in their eagerness
to grasp at land and sea, heaping together
earth’s sordid treasures, but in death have to
leave their hoarded millions behind, and in re-
?'xﬁrse reproach themselves for their lives of
olly.

MepiTaTION—GO to the grave of buried love
and meditate. There settle the account with thy
eonscience for every past benefit unrequitted—
every past endearment unregarded, of that de-
rarted being who can never—nevers“never return
te be soothed by thy contrition! /If thou art g
child, and hast ever added a sorrow 1o the soul, or
forrow to the silvered brow of an sdffectionate
rarent : if thou art & husband, and hast ever caused
1he fond bosom that ventured its whole happinces
ia thy arms to doubt one moment of thy kindness
or truth: if thouarta friend, and hast ever wronged
in thought, or word, or deed, the spirit that gene-
rously confided in thee: if thou art a lover, and
has ever given one unmerited pang to that true
heart which now lies cold beneath thy feet—then
be sure that every unkind look, cvery ungracious
word, every ungentle action, will come thronging
back upon thy memory, and knocking dolefully at
thy soul—then be sure that you will lic down
sorrowing and repentant on the grave, and utter
the unheard groan, and pour the unavailing tear
—more decp, more bitter, because unheard and
unavailing,—Wushington Irving.,

Tne oreat end of prudence is to give
cheerfulness to those hours which splendor
cannot gild, acclamation cannot exhilarate.
Those soft intervels of unbended amusement,
in which a man shrinks to his natural dimen-
sions, and throws aside the ornamems or
disguises which he feels, in privacy, 10 be
useless encumbrances, and to lose all effent
when they become familiar. To be happy at
home is the ultimate result of all ambition ;
the end to which every enterprise and labor
tends, and of every desire prompts the prose-
cation. It is indeed at home that every man

the minister to assuage their fears, to comfort their

must be known, by those who would make a
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just estimate either of his virtue, or felicity;
for smiles and embroidery are occasional, and
the mind is often dressed for show in painted
henor and fictious benevolence. —Jolnson.

Merciusepkk.—The Israelite Indeed, in a very
interesting article upon the discussion as to who
iz Melchisedek (or Malchi Zedek), teaches a valu-
able lesson. After citing the various positions
assumed and the proofs employoed, he concludes :

‘“ Any of these stories, however, tends to weaken
the Apostle’'s arguments, whose particular force
lies in the circumstance that neither father,
mother, beginning or end, was known of Malchi
Zedek, which made him the foremost of all other
types of Jesus, the Highpriest for ever.

*“T'his is another evidence, that when we try to
prove tvo much, we prove nothing, but, on the
contrary, destroy even that which is already
proved. Superficial theology nas done more in-
Jury to the causcof Christ and£®zistignity than
all enemies and infidels together “have ever been
able do; it is, therefore, high time to rally around
the only standard of our faith, the Bible, in which
alone we find the truth pure, unmixed with human
wisdom and human folly.”

GO TO THE PRAYER-MEETING.

Let attendance on the meetings be regular and
constant. If your faith is weak, go. If your love
is chilled, go. If hope be clouded, go. Every
professed Christian, be sure, if possible, to go,
that the activities of the soul may be stirred up
and drawn out in the service of Christ. If you
have for a long time staid away, and the Chris-
tian armor has got rusty, go. * Prayer makes it
bright,” burnishes the shicld, the sword, the hel-
met, and the breast-plate of righteousness. Go,
if only & few are expected to be there, for if you
~tay away the number will be less. Go, expect-
ing the presence and refreshings of the Holy
Spirit and expecting to meet Christ there, agreea~
bly to his promise, that where two or three are
gathered in his name he will be in the midst of
them.  Be sure to go, always to go to the prayer-

meeting when possible, even at the sacrifice of
ease and profit in worldly things, and you will
find o rich reward in it to your own soul, and see
blessings descend upon the Church of Christ.

Ir noxE were to reprove the vicious, except-
ing those who sincerely hate vice, there would
be much less censorionsness 1nthe world.
Our Master could love the criminai, while he
hated the crime, but we, his disciples, too
often love the crime but hate the criminal. A
perfect knowledge of the depravity of the
humaan heart with perfect pity for the infirmities
of it, never co-existed but in one breast, and
never will.—Colton.

MisspENT Time.—We all complain of the
shortness of time, and yet have much more than
we know what 1o do with. Our lives are spent
withier in doing nothing at all, or in doing noth-
ing to the purpose, or in doing to the purpose,
aor in doing nothing that we ought to do; we
are always complaining our days are few, and
actine as thoush there wonld bo no end of
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To sr Goop is to be happy. If we would be
happy, we must fulfil all our duties to God and
our fellow men. We must be willing to be miser-
able, if thereby wo can increase the happiness of
others. We must be benevolent. We must live
in accordance with all the laws of our being.

Ir it is dangerous to be convinced, it is
dangerous to listen ; for our reason is 8o much
a machine, that 1t will not always be uble to
resist when the ear is perpetually assailed.
—Mackenzie.

Laziness begat wearisomeness, and this put
men i quest of diversion, play, and company,
on which, however, it is a constant attendant ;
he who works hard, has enough to do with
himself otherwise.—Bruyere.

EVARGELISTS' ADVICES.

Since I last reported, I visited the town-
ships of Fullarton, Luther, Garafraxa and
Erin. InFullarton, the brethren, McDougal
and sister McDougal and one other female
are all that call themselves Disciples of
Christ, without any sectarian distinction, but
the community around them, though they
know we are neither Armenians nor Calvin-
ists, aro disposed to hear us, and some of
them have expressed their approval of our
teaching,

When here, an intelligent and respectable
gentleman belonging to the Presbyterian

Church made some strictures on what ha ="

heard respecting conversion, and from which
he dissented, in a plain and candid address
at the close of the meeting. The congrega-
tion quietly listened to both of us without
interruption, and in our following meetings
the congregations were better than they were
befere. I hope Fullarton shall be remem-
bered by our Evangelists. In Luther, several
members of the Churches of Erin and Gara-

'
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fraxa have been located for some years, and

much to their credit, they ceased not to
1neet on the Lord’s day for mutual edification,
since they got so near together that they .
could meet. They and the neighbors keep-*
up a Bible School, which is well attended and
doing much good. There are fifteen mem-
bers so near each other that they can meet

them.— Seneca.

as a church, and their first meeting in that
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capacity took place when I was with them.
Brothers Donald MeLellan and Hugh Me-
Dougal are both jveil qualified to be useful
among thern. Q' haptized here during the

visit, and the aty_,lance, for the circum-

stances, very good.

Erin was visited after Luther, and as is
uniformerly the case there, everything was
encouraging, good moonlight nights, good
roads, large attentive audiences and zealous
whole-hearted brethren and sisters. It is
always a great pleasure to laboramong them,
and as mightbe expected in such a case, seven

were baptized, and the interest remained un-
abated, when I left.

The evenings spent in Garafraxa were cold
and stormy, and many of the brethren were
busy teaming out their produce to market,
so that the attendance was necessarily small
but no ways discouraging. They expect
more labor there soon, and In more favorable
I hope they will not be disappointed.
Huring these tours my previous convictions
& the propriety of the Evangelists tiavelling
twos were deepened. I do not here give
y reasons, any further than refer to it as a
/Bsible practice, and express the hope it will

be adoptc@herever it is practicable.

JaMES Brack.

(3

The meetings were continued in Stouffville.
The people of that vicinity, at least many of
them, are very anxious to know the truth as
it is in Jesus, They have no love for secta-
rianism in any of its forms. I know some

* in that locality that the varinus systems of

theology extant never could embrace. They
would have lived and died without makinga

religious profession at all, if the gospel of

Christ, without any admixture of humen
opinions, had not been recommended to them.
The precious Bible is the only book which
is regarded as authoritative by them. “They
shewed us no little kindness,” friendship and
bospitality. Mr. Jno. Yakes, an Inn-keeper,
seemed desirous to excel in liberality, gener-
osity, and a learty support to the cause.

When we could not obtain a place in which.

1 preach, less than $3.50 per week, he gen-
erously offered a room equal in size, lighted,
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and made comfortable, as long as we wished
to use it, gratis. e and hisfamily atlended
regularly, The writer enjoyed himself in
visiting several families, but lodged mainly
at the residence of Bro. Jas. Brown. The
order was good, considering that the room,
at times, was densely crowded—five moro
immersions and three arose signifying their
wish to go with us, who had been immersed.

A few days afterwards, Bro. Ash, accom-
panied me on a visit to Uxbridge, where we
spoke once; thence to Stoufiville, where we
spoke three times ; two more became obedient

to the faith, and two others desired to unite
with us, who had been previously immersed.
May the Lord preserve them all. Bro. Ash
returned home, and the writer started for
King, where he spoke two or three times.
Thencs to Eramosa, which place he reached
on Saturday, when the business of the co-
operation was well nigh finished. Brother
Kilgour spoke on the Friday evening. Bro.
L. Parkinson on Saturday evening. On the
1Ist day morning the house was filled. One
gave the confession. In the evening, another
large congregation, which Bro. Oliphant
addressed—three more confessed the Savior’s
name. They were immersed on Monday
morning ; after which there was a meeting,
in which & number of speakers took part.
An appointment was made for Bro. Oliphant
for the evening, when Bro. Jas. Parkinson,
Bro. Black and the writer, left Eramosa for
King. 'Woe found an hospitable home in the
house of Bro. Malcolm Campbell, of Chin-
guacousey, for the night. Reached King
the next day,in time for meeting. Continued
there until Lord’s day, when Bro. Parkinson
and I left father Black in King, and went to
fill an appointment at Stouffville, Lord’s day
evening; a full house. The writer being
within thirty-six miles of home, played truant
until Wednesday evening. “ Be it ever so
humble, there’s no place like home.” Bro.
Parkinson held two meetings during my
absence,

Returned on Wednesday—spoke in the
cvening. ‘We were cheered by the presence
of Bro. Forrester, and several of the friends
from Duffin’s Creek. We thank them for
their assistance in singing, and would have
heen pleased if Bro. F. had assented to speak.
[mmersed two on Thursday morning. Thence
to King, where father Black had been dili-
gently laboring every night. He, however
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had taken the train for Vaughan, leaving
Bro. Parkinson to meet the appointment in
King, while the writer went up in tbe direc-
tion of Kettleby, and had a pleasant interview
with some of the Lrethren in that neighbor-
hood, and some from Maryborough. Bro.
W, Hilborn was unwell. ~ The storm and
shortness of time prevented an interview with
him. Bro. Black addressed previously a
large congregation in a house kindly given
by the Methodists. On the 1st day we were
all three at King, One came up with {ather
Black from Vaughan, to be immersed. Our
visit to King was botk pleasant and hospit-
able—seven immersions and some good done
we trust besides.

Weo reached Chinguacousy in time for
Bro, Campbell to invite a goodly number to
the 8. H. in Boston. Next day Bro. Clark
interested himself in getting up a meeting in
Cheltenham.  Bro. Black was suffering from
a cold previvusly contracted, and was taken
Lome Ly Bro. Camplell. We had good
meetings in Cheltenham and Boston, two
immersions. May the Lord be praised. We
had the pleasure of visiting Mr. Crawford,
with whose lady I had an acquaintance some
sixteen years ago.  All the friends in Bow-
manville, who know her, would be glad to
see her, and call to mind former days of
friendship. L.

Bro. McMirnLan’s ResIpEXCE,

Erin, March 2, 1863.

OBITUARIES,
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Died, ou the 23rd of February last,.Sister
Julia McLenllan, aged 20 years, daughter of
Hector and Catharine McLeallan, of the
Township of Erin, after a painful and linger-

ing illness, borne with great patience. The
departed made the good confession four or-

five years ago, and was buried with Christ
in baptism. She was a quiet, modest person,
cver showing a great solicitude to meet con-
stuntly with the followers of Christ, to at-
tend to the ordinances of the Lord’s house.
Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord.
For if we Lilicve that Jesus died aud rose
again, even so them also who slept in Jesus
will God bring with him.
Great God, thy sov'reign grace impart,
With cleansing healing power;

This only can prepare the heart
For death’s approaching hour,

We are informed by a much esteemed

sister,  That Bro. Hugh McCowan, juar.,{.

the gospel of Christ to a perishing world.

of Aldbrough, departed this life, on the
morning of the 17th January, in the full
assurance of a glorious immortality ; sheadds,
thus we are passing avry one by oue, 0!
may ..o keep our Lamy{: -immed and bwn-

ing.” Amen,” .
ke J. Kiaoun.
Gararraxa, March 2, 1863.

Sister Nancy Irwin, fell aslesp in Jesus.
She died as she lived, trusting afl to Christ.
Erin, 1863.

ITERS.

Bro, G. Wolls, of King, immersed one on
the Lord's day, before we arrived.

Our aged and venerable Bro. D. Sinclair,
of Lobo, immersed one not long since.

Bro. Sheppard had the pleasurs of imn-
mersing two recently. His health is im-
paired,

Sister Campbell says the College of
thany is doing good work. The studery
are not so numerous as formerly, bul n
withstanding the calamitous war, they a)
enjoying peace and making good progresss
this highly esteemed sister would rejoice tc;
see young brethren who wish to¥ecome pro-
claimers repair to Bethany, whete every fa-
culty is afforded to fit them for preaching

To Bro. W. A.S., money received. thank

you. An effort for the Northern region—has
been in contemplation some time,

To Bro. D. Campbell. We thought the
Adviser visited you regularly, "We have
ordered another vol. '

Added. At Birmingham, 12 ; Bristol, 2
Liverpool, 11; Birkenhead, 2 ; Hope Hall,
1; Langley, 2 ; Chester, 4 ; Mollington; 3 ;
Nottingbam, 4 ; Ruddington, 2; Stockport,
2 ; Wigan 8.

CorpucTors,

A7 Monies received for the co-operation
for 1862, since our annual meeting.’

Church in Nottawassga, .evu. e $10 00

Church in Derby.....cceuono. veves, - 12 00
Church in Rainbam.......ccvvveeeeee. = 10 00

{ Gilbert McArthur, for this yesr..... 4 00
$3¢ 00

Jaues Bracx,



