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THE SOURCE OF SCRIPTURE LIBERALITY.

W 8ee that ye abotind in this grace alse."~=3 Cor. viii. 7.

term grace is employed in the
“cﬁm\lres with various sfgniﬁcadons. Its

" acceptation expresses the manifestation
Qo special favour to man, who had
eited al] elaim to his friendly regard,
Was altogether wnable to do anything
"\ent the communications of his love.
"Ge, this acceptation the term expresses the
“01 Unmetited, and undeserved favour of
% man, Now these communications
demgmd to produce a change, not only
® condition, but also in the character
% And as the communications from
' man are called grace, 80 the differ-
© Atures of character in man, produced
“%:80 communications, are styled the
of the Christian, The connection
Y% Sor lﬁspondence between the grace be-
i, by God, and its effects on those who
"¢ it, are illustrated in this chapter in
) to one particular mode in which
M js applied. In verse 9, the great
Y feﬂtatlon by Jesus Christ is spoken of
of o d'“play of grace, “ Ye kuow the grace
L * Lord Jesus Chirist, that though he
; Yich, yet for your sakes he became
h.ne that ye thloufrh his poverty might
" And i thr different places in

o nd in three difterent p
‘t *Pter, the term is employed to point
kﬁ“ %rtain exercise on the part of the
m:’ A little attention will make it
’sq,‘ what this exercise is. In verse
b th, Pottle refers to the liberality shown
;j' N ;h“rcb&s in Macedonia, which, in
* A€ calls a gift for mmlstenng to the
;:\l %8 of the sg.mt.s. And in reference
A l’&hty he says in verse 6, that he
Q“mq, itus ‘to finish in the church of
Q‘ﬁft ”“ same grace, and in verse 19,
for the poor believers in Jerusalem

is again called this grace; se that the exer-
cise referred to is the exércise of this liber-
ality, which is thus called a

There is a peculiar propnetv and beauty
in calling the exercise of liberality on scrip-
tural principles, a Christian grace. In Qbo
exercice of grace by God to man, there is
the outgomg of his kindness to those who
receive his benefits through Chnst—-—them
is the voluntary imparting of what he poe- ;
sesses for the comfort and happiness of
those who enjoy these benefits, Both these
features characterize the exercise of Chns- .
tian liberality. There is the outgoing o{',
kindly feeling to the objects of its regard,
and there is the voluntary 1mpartmg of
what is possessed by the giver for the
relief and comfort of those who enjoy this
kindness, There is thus far a resemblance:
But this is not the only, nor even the prin:
cipal reason for the application of the term -
grace to this feature, Christian llberahtf
is the result of the Holy Spirit's influences,
and from his gratuitous opératxons, taken‘
in connection with the heavenly effocts of
these influences in producing aresemblanoo
to God in this feature of character, tlié
term grace is peculiarly appropriate. (

The apostle, in the verse of which our
text is a part, having mentioned seve;
features of character by which the Chm—
tians in Corinth were distinguished, exhorts
them to abound in liberality also, which i
likewise a grave. ,

In illustration of this subject we shall
consider—-

1. The source of Christian’ lal»erabl,y
It is a grace. The featurea of character i
beligvers, which are called graoes in. s
writings of the apostles, are the effects of
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the Holy Spirit's operations, and we shall
sndoeavour to show that liberality on scrip-
tural priuciples is as decidedly the result of
the influances of the Holy Spirit as any
other feature of the Christian character.
(1) If we attend to the principle which
ia mecessary to render any act we perform
a Christian duty, or to bring it in accord-
sace with the mind of God, we shall see
the -necessity of the Holy Spirit. Paul
téaches; that % whatsoever we do we should
do all to the glory of God.” This prin-
ciple must therefore be necessary to consti-
tut'g the outgoing of our feehings and deeds
of kindness—Christian benevolence—from
which we may see how much we depend
" on the Holy Spirit, to incline and enable
us to act under the influence of a principle
s0 exalted. Man is naturally selfish, and
unwilling ta part with what he possesses
except for some purpose of his own—for
-his own gratification, or to gain some
advantage to himself. There are various
motives, which may induce the selfish to
give for some benevolent object, which will
not be acknowledged as service doue for
Christ. And you will oftentimes meet
with those who, from a naturaily kind dis-
position, are at all times ready to respond
to what calls may be made for some olject
of benevolence. These are frequently ealled
liberal or benevolent. Because such indi-
viduals are always to be found, and because
the otherwise selfish may in certain cir-
cumstances be induced to give for some
good cause, it may be supposed that it decs
not require the influences of the Holy
'Spirit to make us benevolent. But it ia
not the mere act of giving which constitutes
seriptural benevolence—it is not the mere
outgoing of kindly feeling or sympathy to
the object recommended—the liberality
required by the gospel must be from love
to Christ, or at least from a conscientious
rogard to His will, This is the grand prin-
inle which runa throughout the writiogs
-of tho aposties, Paul says, ¢ Whatsoever
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ye do in word or deed, do all in the 1‘"_‘“.
of the Lord Jesus.” And Peter req"""]:
«that God in all things be glorified thrové
Jesus Christ.” . : .“
(2.) In connection with this is the spi”
with which we are required to atte®
the duty. There may be convictiond re:
epecting the duty which lead to some "o“‘
formity, but what is done from neré c0
viction is seldom attended to with p]e”“r:
Oue of God's requirements respecting be? "
volence is, that what is given *be Wi‘he,u,
grudging, for God lovetha cheerful give™
The influences of the Holy Spirit 8
necessary to take of the things that o
Christ's and show them unte men, that!
heart shut up to itself may be oper® . o
embrace with its affections the autbon‘;
the requirements, and claims of Christ® .
what is done nay be from regard W 1 10
The surrender of the heart is necess3’y o
render any service acceptable to God, o
this aloue can render his service 3 so“;)w
of satisfaction to ourselves. Gods ™ "
condescension and kinduess, looks “’OTéd@
the heart than to the act, as it i but l‘t-in.
wo can do at the best, but when the Pled-
ciple is right, what is done i 3668‘? 1be
The two mites of the widow show® . o
state of her heart respecting the clai® ¥
God, that she was willing to devote wspd
servico all that was under her cont™®” 4
for this she was approved by Ch”s,t’ je
according to the language of Oh"s;' P
most ipsignificant act wmay not on'y b2,
done from a regard to Christ, put ¥ § s
acknowledged as indicating the state 7

wef
heart in relation to him. “whl w0l
shall give a cup of cold water, 08 y"'l !

disciple in the name of a discipler V& s
say unto you he shall in no wise © o
reward.” We learn from these oxt W
that it is not so much the amou‘}‘o
is given or done, which is w“s'dsle
him whomn we profess to serve # T,
of the heart; showing, that We‘;’ld "
w0 do more for bis honour it WO
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ddlight to do it. This ought to be a re-
etf"“!wudation to the requirererit that we
&ve cheerfully. But is there not the most
®ided aversion to identify the cause of
brist with our own interests, 80 as to feel
at his cause is ours, and that we are under

® most sacred obligations to answer to its
Slist We have examples, given in the
"W Testament, of the influence of the
*Tuth, by which we see how devoted to the
“Ause of Christ the early Christians were-—
oW far his people were then led to identify
‘®mselves with his cause, when they
Yeeldeq to the full impulse of his love. But
OW few comsider these examples as recorded
 our imitation! Paul, however, in this
“Sapter refers to an example which will
“itinge to be a pattern throughout all
%@, and which from no circumstance can
Yer lose jts force. ¢ Ye know the grace
* our Lord Jesus Christ, that though be
% rich, yet for your sakes he became
I that ye through his poverty might
tich” The example of Christ is here
gresemed for the purpose of enforcing the
Uy of liberality, which is inculeated
"Oughout the chapter. And how sacred
. duty ag thus exemplified, how exten-
"¢ and  disinterested ought our benefac-
' ol_’s_ to be? The influences of the Holy
PIrit, are therefore necessary to lead us to
*® from motives, and in a spirit and
ner which honour Chnist, and which

I it a service which God will accept.

%) The Seriptures require an extent of
Qu:i.vol.ence which is not in accordance with
hag eelings. The requirement is, « as God
Prospered us.” The claims of God are
¥ upon us, that we serve him to the full
A L of our ability with all that is under
. %ntrol, and as our capabilities increase,
Bu: h‘ms extend with our growing ability.
OW few are disposed to look back to

g OW great Lias been the increase which

tupy, " his Providence has given to their
L1y ice, that thus they may know “ how
they owe to their Lord.” The stan-

By

<
]

dard given in the New Testament, however,

by which to measure the return that we
ought to make to God of our eubstance,
requires that we thue review his dealings
with us in his Providence; so that where
there is an increase of substance there ought
to be an increase in the return which we
give to him, who has bestowed on us-all
that we have, that we may thus express our
sense of dependence on him and of his
kindness to us. The question with too
many, however, i3, not how many things
will they be able to want that they may
have the more to give for the sake of Him
who has bestowed on them all that they
have, and withheld nothing required for
their salvation; but rather, how much will
they be able with some plausibility to with-
hold from his cause, that they may add to
their substance, their comforts, or enjoy-
ments? And if you hear them express
their mind upon the subject without re-
straint, bow many show that this is in their

estimation the most unimportant matter

that comes before them, and everything
else may be attended to before it, convinc-
ing you that a very great change must be
effected before the anxiety be experienced
“to give unto God as he has proepered
them.”

(4.) Benevolence, to be a Christian grace,
must become a habit—a feature of charac-
ter which marks the genuine Christian as
decidedly as justice or purity. “On the
first day of the week let every one lay by
him in store as God hath prospered him.”
The regular and habitual attention to the
duty is thus distinetly taught. You not
unfrequently meet with examples of liber-
ality, which are certainly beneficial to the
cause or individual that may be the object
of its exercise, but if you inquire into the

moving spring, you find that it has been .

under the influence of something like

favouritism, or on account of some acciden-
tal circumstance, which the objact or per-

son may have had, that drew out the kindly
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fee;i‘ng displayed ; and when these circum-
stamves pass away, the kindnesd and liber-
#iity conse. But scriptural benevolence is
not only “fill of good works, but without
partiality.” " It is regulated by discretion,
by 4 cohsiderate regard to the merits of the
respective claims which may be presented,
and‘is thus diseriminating, but none deserv-
ing will be willingly overlooked or mne-
" glected. « As ye have opportunity,”’ says
Paul, “do good unto all men, especially to
those who are of the household of faith.”
They, who exemplify a resemblance to the
laniguage of Scripture thus expressed, be-
eome as “trees of righteousness,” showing,
by their fruitfulness in works of love, that
they are «the planting of the Lord;”
“bringing forth their fruit in its season,”
ot ‘as the fountain sending forth its refresh-

ing' waters, they are ready to meet every

demand according to its merits and their
ability.

- ‘When you eonsider the principle from
which scriptural benevolence springs, the
spirit in which its acts must be performed,
the standard showing its extent, and the
spontaneous or habitual character of its
éxercise, all is so very different from what
is natural to us, that, if the langnage of
Scripture respecting this feature of charac-
ter be understood and admitted, a change
must be seen to be necessary to produce
not only right views, but also right feelings
respecting the subject.  Seriptural benevo-
lence is thus seen to be a grace, inasmuch
as the operations of the Holy Spirit are

necessary to bring us under the influence
of tho teachings of the Seriptures respect-
ing the duty, and to attend to it in the
spirit and maooer which will render it a
scrvice acceptable to God.

[To be continued.]

The gains of the world, and the delights
of sense, will surfeit, but never satisfy; but
the communication of Divine favour and
grace will satisfy but never surfeit.— Mat-
thew Henry. .

THE GOOD NEWS,

IMITATION OF CHRIST.

It is reported in the Bohemian story
(says Jeremy Taylor) that St. Wenceslas
their king, one winter night, going to o
devotiois in a remote church, barefoot; !
the snow and sharpness of urfequal an
pointed ice, his servant Podavivus, e
waited upon his master, and who end”
voured to iitate his affections and
piety, began to faint through the violen®”
of the snow and cold, till the king cof”
manded him to follow him, and set his 9“
in the same footsteps, which his feet sbo® ;
mark for him. The servant did so, 2"]116
either fancied a cure or found one; fol‘_t
followed his prince, helped forward W‘y
shame and zeal to his imitation, anc -
his forming footsteps for him in the sno™’
In the same manner does vur blessed Jesu®*
for, since our way is troublesome, obsc¥™
full of objection and danger, apt to be e
taken, and to affright our industry,
commands us to mark his footsteps, to & |
where his feet have stood; and not "’;ny;
invites us forward by the argument of b
example, but he bad trodden down mu’et
of the difficulty, and made the way €3
and fit for our feet. For he knows ¢
infirmities, and himself hath felt their €
perience'in all things butin the neighbo
hood of sin; and, therefore he hath pth’
portioned a way and a path to oursh‘ei"gcb‘
and capacities, aud, like Jacob, had m-a(;reﬂ
ed softly and in evenness with the childre™
and the cattle, to entertain us by the CO’L
forts of his company, and the influenc®
a perpetual guide. )

rHepthat gives alms to the poor t]’::‘:;
Jesus by the hand ; he that patiently ent bis
injuries and affronts helps him to beat .
cross; he that eorforts his brother 10 *‘wsz
tion gives an amiable kiss of peace ‘tO Jes 3
he that bathes his own and his neighb®’
sins in tears of penance and cOlllpﬂs\s{us
washes his Master's feet. We lead 9%
into the recesses of our heart by holy mbeﬂ
itations ; and we enter into bis heart v the
we express him in_our actions; for 5‘; R
apostle says ;— He that isin Christ ' ouf
as healso walks”” Thbus the acli()ns_o a d
life relate to him by way of worsbP Ty
religion; but the use is admirab eim
eftectual when our actions refer 10 "
to our copy, and we transcribe the ong
tothe life,
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TWO SERIOUS ERRORS.

1 One of these is being led by feeling, by
Upulse, by desire, and not thoroughly and
Miirely by the word of God. We may
,be“d the word, and know a good deal of it,
do we read it to be moulded by it, to
% led and guided by it, to have it as the
?” of our counsel? 1If so, we are singu-
" and not common Christians. Many
Ve fallen sadly, and erred grievously, by
Making feeling and inward leading for
® Spirit’s leading. The Spirit leads ac-
-n"d{ng to the already revealed will of God
%Hls Word. The Word is the pure reve-
‘ﬁ?ﬂ of God. The devil hates this, and
n do all he can either to keep us from
the ord of Gad, or to poison and pervert
:‘t Word. His end is gained if he gets
op,° Use the Word of God, and to follow
th'r OWn ways at the same time. Alas!
8 has to0 often been the case.
g other error is to give up our indi-
Uality and conscience into the hands of
i:"hel', to surrender our judgment to the
Um of some leader, superior, or chief.
Su; Would have us exercise a scriptural
Jection to-each other, but there is a pro-
b :tmd.ividuality which we cannot safely
With, When we give up our own
Ucience thus, even to a good man, that
u::" IS often allowed to fall, and so Le gets
Qxa]lsh?d by the Lord for his allowance of
tation, and for those who exalt him.
Yefy, ese remarks have been suggested in
l lle'nce to a case in point. The writer
m&) teceived a book by pust of a very
&“tl}) ¢mous nature. He had known the
"ﬂtu?r very many years ago, then in his
Eas ‘_'41 and domestic associations, as he
of, -20wn him since, the head and leader
hag Most corrupt religious system. He

had een a  playfellow with Prinece and
trgy oo sweet counsel with him.  Who
W, thought that so holy a man, and one

® Préached so well and who appeared
fay : Ve been made so useful, could ever so
lig ff‘ be has now fallen. The means of
ta; 4L, as the writer believes, was by not
Godng heed to be guided by the Word of
u“"ll. He read the Word of God more
"}OSt. Christians, but he had some re-
igg 3 Perhaps pride, self-impulse, of fecl-
the wo¥ard moving or something else; so
) ‘nO"d of God became solemuly prevert-
Prince became the author of a

Bod

fearful system whishetilk axists. - But a4'to
his followers, it {s'surprising that 'nien of
sense, men ‘of education, fiien who'had
taken degrees, &c.,’ should'so barter their in-
dividuality aud conscience to atnan, as that
they should give over their judgment to
come to believe a lie, and to prdpagate an
imposture of the most senseless kind. We
need not go to the system alluded to, to
prove the evil of the second error; we see
not very unfrequently how men, infatuated
by afavorite leader, rush into some new path
and lose their judgment, the leader is al-
lowed to profess some heresy as a judg:
ment both upon himself and his followers,
and so the blind lead the blind, and all
fall into the ditch together. This process of
blinding and stumbling is natural. The
tendency, too, to éxalt man and to believe
one’s idol to be incapable of error, is very
strong, and the steps to all this are easy.

Let us read what God says about man.
He says “what is man, that thou takest
knowledge of him! or the son of man that
thou takest account of him!'man is like to
vanity : his days are as a shadow that pass-
eth away.” Again, “Cursed be the man
that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his
arm.” Some there are, who forgetting
these solemn admonitions and warnings,
love to exalt heads and leaders; if they
have much intellect and talent they come
to be thought incapable of error: then
pride and presumption grow, they rise to
the pinacle of theirglory only to fall into
worse than obscurity.

We have instances of it in past and re-
cent listory. 'We may seeinstances of it
before us.

S ——

«BE YE HOLY, FORI AM HOLY.”

Jesus is wearied, for He goes from place
to place, doing good to the souls and bodies
of others, but He takes no rest; his neat,
his drink, his very breath, isto do the will
of his Father. Christian men, Christian
women, if you have tasted that the Lord
is good, imitate Him, follow Hiin; be holy
men, be holy women; be very hoiy men,
be very holy women, through the strength
which He will give you. At this hour of
weariness, at the sixth hour of the day, we
hear Him cry, “Pray to the Lord of the
harvest to send forth labourers into his
harvest,” But these real Iabourers are
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very few. There are many who will do
half & day’s work, many who will begin to
.work for Him, and spesk for Him, and
then are soon weary, and say that their
first love has passed. What a fatal, fatal
error, which brings reproach onJesus Cbrist
and his salvation. Far from decreasing,
the love of Jesus should go on burning
more intensely according to these words,
“The path of the just is as the shining
light which shineth more and more into
the perfect day.” If couversion is a real
work, it i3 practical, and its fruit is holiness,
holiness to our God ; holiness in every rela-
tion of life.  Be ye boly, fathers and moth-
ers, holy children, holy masters and servants,
holy men of business, holy in all places and
at all times, holy, not in order to obtain
salvativn, but because you have obtained
1k

I met, two years ago in England, a
foreiguer converted about thirty veurs ago.
This man spoke a word to me which I de-
sire never to forget. Thirty years ago he
came in proud, careless, and in no way seck-
ing the salvation of his soul, but before the
meeting was over he had found in Jesus
that peace which he bad not Leen sceking
for. He was a new man, pardoned through
the blood of Jesus, and his light has gone
ou shining like the path of the just. This
man is George Mulier, known throughout
Lurope as the father of 700 [now 1150]
orphauts, glorifying, by a life of charity,
the God who hassaved him for nothing.—
He took me by the hand as 1 came ont of

u meeting like this, and said, “ Young nan, -

keep thy heart with all diligence.”
1 repear it to you, this word from un

experienced Christian who has shown his!

faith by his works, and I say to you, ¢ Dear
friends, when the impressions of the meet-
ing are past, keep your hearts with all
dgiligence, aud be holy, holy, Loly before
yrur God, receiving from him, as George
Muller did, with forgiveness, the strength
to lead a new life, and to show the power
of love.
aud holy God, thatsoul must live in holi-
ness.—Radcliffe.

FORGIVEN.

O, to be forgiven! It is enough to
make & wau leap; ay, to leap three times,
s John Bunyan puts it, and go on his way

It a soul is united to the living:

THE GOOD NEWS.

rejoicing. Forgiveti! Why, a rack D
cojgles % bed of down, the games beooﬂ”
our friends, when we are forgiven. .
fied? No more condemnation! ©, ‘b:
joy of that! The happiness of the sla¥
when he lands on freedom’s shoreis soth!
compared with the delight of the behe';‘.
when he gets out of the land of ¢
enemy. g
Speak we of the joy of the poor capt’

who has been chained to the oar by "}’:
corsair, and who at last is delivered ? Tcl
suc

breaking of his chaiu is not one-half
melodious musie to him as the breaking Y
our chams to us.  * Hetook me out of tbe
horrible pit and out of the miry clay, all\;
set iy feet upon a rock, and put 2 “e\,
soug into my mouil, and established ¥
gomgy.” of
Talk not of the joys of the dance, Of'h
the flush of wine; speak not of tue m".ti,
of thu merry, or of the flashes of the :«lmb‘ta
ous and successful,  There is a mirth ‘"0.23
deep than these; ajoy more intense; 8 ,1
more cenduring than aoything the WOr
can give, 1t is the bliss of being forgive ,;
“the Lliss of having God's favour and €
[ove in one’s soul; the bliss of fueling t
" God is our father; that Christ is ma?? .
ito our souls; and that the Holy G
' dwelleth in us, and will abide with u§ 0
iover.  Let thesweetness of the mercy (‘1-:1 s
'thee, poor soul! Let the sweetness ©
{erey, I say, entice thee l—Spurgeo®
1’ e e et @ e e

BENEVOLENCE.

|

. . " . . ore
No disposition is considered as ™. o
il

and
s Sﬁ,

inportaut in the realization of g€
| Christianity, than true benevoleuce:
; amid all the glorieg of religion, this 1 .
vesplendent.  Repentance wears 8 cour
| nance smiling in grief and placid 10 .ted-"
| Jooking uuto Him that was p‘e'cdes,'
Fuith stands on the Rock of eternal t’ of
tand kecps ber eye fixed on the Cl’of‘hon
her anc

Christ.  Hope reclines upon 1ndi
whilst storms and billows howl ar%""
but Benevolence surrounded with b :fabl"
mospliere of beaven, smiles with 1€,y
beneficence, stretches out her D3P, ol
relieve the wants of mankind, and, “;;sg
ing her praises with those of the ceolody
world, attunes Lier songs to the ™
whieh encircles the throne of God.
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' CELESTIAL STRIFE.

Look, then, at thd Divine Saviour,
- Sronger ‘than the strong man armed,”
Uagted with far higher qualifications, and
Mding far mightier power. And how
ththm' Ha is the babe in Bethlehem,
€ rejcetod wanderer, the arraigned rebel,
*he scourged and spit upon, the Nuzarene,
® cruciied. But thesa are only volun—

Ay submissions, and in the decpest bu-|.

Miliagion there slambers Omnipotence with-
“ All power is given unto Me both in
\af“"en- and in earth,” and this power is
enlisted upon the side of salvation and

g nercy. It is not the power of the
isghtnmg, that blasts while it brightens; it
Not the power of the whirlwind, whose
:';&ck is only known by the carnage and
*Wlation that it leaves behind it} it is
® power of the water rill, that drops and
“Tops, and in its dropping melts the
it stern and difficult of nature’s forces;
',-n"‘ the power of the light—it flows in
Braetic silence, you cannot hear it as it
auWS, and yet it permeates apd ilumines
dpi,‘He is strong, but he is strong to
bt;l»\er; he js mighty, but, in his own
I Werful language, he is  mighty to save.”
Often happens—it used to do more fre-
E?QHtiy than it does now—in the history
the “strifes of nations, and of the harsh

t ";“93 of war, that the interest of specta-
o, Was drawn aside from hostile ranks to
‘h: Courageous chnmnions, wl'lo sepal:ated
?onmsel ves from opposing armies for si ogle
am“bat with each other, and the fate of
in e appeared to the spectators as noth-
‘iegt compared with who should be the
i‘f"’ of this individual strife. Oh! con-
bee & if it were possible, a single combat
4;’;:90“ the rival princes of light aud
i ”n"esﬂ, the grand, the trfmseendent, the
NGy 8asurable issue of which shall be the
lcl or redemaption of the human soul!
Anot fimn it; T cannot bring it fairly
e yous; the subjeet is too mighty @ and
i, * thought or two may not inaptly
s Mrute the battle that is now beiore

\]
" 5ee,. then, the lists are spread; the
a,omp‘ons are there. Eagerangols crowd
und, for they have an interest in the
A ®, and they are anxious to tune their
s to the anthems of regeneration again.

i

s

Exulting demons are there, flushed with
high hopes they dare not name, that vaunt
of & ruined universe and of a peopled
hell. This is no gentle passage at arms;
this is no gorgeous tournament, or mimic
fight, or holiday review; the destinies of a
world of souls are trembling in the balance
now—depend for weal or woe upon the issue
of this mortal strife.

The first grapple seems to have been
in the temptation in the wildarness; for
at the commencement of our Saviour’s
public ministry the enemy endeavoured ta
tempt the second Adam after the same
fashion as he bad tempted the first; and
when weayied with labor, and exhausted
with endurance and suffering from the pangs
of hunger and of thirst, he brought befora
him a similar order of temptation tg that
which had been successful in the garden of
Eden. Ah! but there was 3 mightier
Adam in human flesh this time with whom
he had tq deal. Grasping the sword of
the Spirit, with its trenchant blade, he cut
asunder the flimsy sophistries of the
tempter's weaving, and the discomfited
demon went baffled away; and angelscame
and ministered unto Jesus—fagned with
their ambrosial wings his burning brow,
and poured their offices of kindness upon
his fatigued and sorrowing soul,

Defeated, but not conquered, the enemy
returned to the charge; and the next
grapple was iu the performance of miracles.
It is eustomary in ordinary warfare, you
know, whenever a fortress is taken, for the
congneror to garrison it with some of his
own soldiers, and leave some trusty captain
in charge. The enemy appears to have
acted upon this plan, and in token of his
usurped authority over the human race,
he caused certain of his servants to enter
into the bodies of men. When Christ came
into the world they broughtunto him those
that were grievously vexed with devils,—
He sat down before some of these Sebasto-
pols of the evil one, and as speaking Ly
that high exorcism, he at once dislodged
the intruders; and, a8 some in moody
silence, and others with piteous cries, they
rashed out from the places they had agon-
ized, we can trace in their complaining the
confession of their defeat— What have we
to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God.



$12
Art thou come to torment us béfore the
“time "

The next was ‘the death grapple. And
“was the champion smitten? Did he bend
beneath that felon’s stroke? Was there
victory at last for the powers of hell #-—
Imagine, if you can, how there would be
Jjoy in the breast of the evil one when the
Saviour expired; how he would exult at
that victory which had more than recom-
_'gense'd the struggle of four thourand years.

Tours roll on; he makes nosign; day and
night succeed each other; there i3 no break
“upon the slumber—their victory appears
complete and final. Shall no one undeceive
them! No let them enjoy their triumph
as they may. It were cruel to disturb a
dream like that, which will have so terrible
an awakening. But we, brethren, with the
light of 1800 years streaming down upon
that gory tield, understand the matter
better. He died, of course, for only thus
‘could death be abolished; he was counted
with transgressors, of course, for thus only
could sin be forgiven; he was made a curse
for us, of course, because thus ounly could
he turn the curse into a blessing. Oh! to
faith’s enlightened sight there is a surpass-
ing glory upon that cross. He was never
‘g0 kingly as when girt about with that
-erown of thorns; there was never so much
royalty upon that regal brow as when ke
“said, “It is finished,” and he died.

Tlere only remains one more grapple,and
that was in the rising from the dead and
ascension into heaven. It is considered the
“principal glory of a conqueror, you know,
not merely that he repels the aggressive
attacks of his enemy, but when he carries
the war into that enemy’s camp, and makes
him own himself vanquished in the metro-
polis of his own empire. This Christ did
by concealing himself for a while within
the chambers of the grave. We cannot
tell you much about the battle, for it was
a night attack, it took place in darkness;
‘but we can tell the issue, becauss on the
‘morning of the third day the sepulchre was
empty, and the Redeemer had gone forth
into Galilee, This was only like the gar-
nering up of the fruits of the conflict. The
cross has settled it. It was finished when
be said it was—upon the cross; but this
was & sudden surprise in the camp, when
guuras were drawn off, and the soldiers
wwrousing in' the flush of fancied victory.

THE GOOD XNEWS,

By death he had sbolished death—1*
that had the power of death. By his 7/
surrection he spoiled principalities 2
powers; and then he went up that hem#
“make a show of them opery.”

can almost follow him as he goes, and
the challenge is given as he rises and D%
the gates of the celestial city—* Who
this that cometh from Edom, with dY
garments from Bozra? This—that is SHZ :
rious in his aparel, travelling in the £

ness of his strength.”  And then 'cqmes‘w
answer, “ I that speak in righteousness
mighty to save” «Lift up your be# o
O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlast X
doors; and the King of glory ghall ¢0 J
in. Who is the King of glory? The L%}
strong and mighty, the Lord might} i’
battle. Lift up your heads, O ye gﬁ“’f. ’
even lift them up, ye everlasting 40°”
and the King of glory shall come in.”

* Aud through the portals wide ontepr™®
The vast procession pours.” iy
And on he marches through the shi""]lf,
ranks of the ransomed, until he gets ¥ *:
throne, and points to the captives
bow and spear, and claims his recomp
And “there is silence in heaven;
there is given unto him ¢a name that ¢
above every name; that at the nam¢ v
Jesus every knee should bow, and €7
tongue confess that he is Lord, to the .‘-",0“"«
of God the Father.” Tt is finished. N, |
he rests from his Jabors, and noY o
sheathes his sword, and now he wear®
crown,— Punshon.

B

Take them, O death! and bear away
Whatever thou eanst call thine oWn

Thine image, stamped upon this elays \
Doth give thee that, but that alone”

Take them, O grave! and let them 1
Folded upon thy narrow shelves
As garments by the soul laid by,
And precious only to ourselves'

Take them, O great eternity!
Our little life isbut a guest,
That bends the branches of thy tré
Axd trails its blosssoms in the dust!
LoNGF“"Ow'
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- .OVER THE RIVER.
: 1.
Over the River they beckon to me,~«
Oved ones who've crossed to the further
side ;
cam of their snowy iobes I see,

t their voices are lost in the dashing tide.
here’s one with ringlets of sunny gold,
Udeyes the reflection of Heaven's own blue,

1€ crogsed in the twilight grey and cold,

1d the pale mist hid him from mortal view; |

€ saw not the angels who met him there,
he gates of the city we could not sce:

Ver the river, overthe river,

¥ brother stands waiting to welcome mie.

II.

Over the river the boatman pale

Arried another, the household pet ;

¢ brown curls waved in the gentle gale;
)arling Minnie! I see her yet.

€ crossed on her bosom her dimpled hands,
A‘_"d fearlessly entered the phantom bark;

¢ felt it glide from the silver sands,
\}\d all our sunshine grew strangely dark;

: \“e know she is safe on the further side,

here all the ransomed and angels lie ;
Ver the river, the mystic river,
Y childhood’s idol is waiting for mec,
) IIT.
O none return from those quiet shores,
W O cross with the boatman cold and pale,
€ hear the dips of the golden oars,
8 catch a gleam of the snowy sail,
M 1ot they have passed from our yearning
heart,
€Y cross the stream and arc gone for aye,
Tlf Tmay not sunder the vail apart;
N 2t hides from our vision the gates of day ;
¢ only know that their barks no more
"% sail with us o'er life's stormy sea;
“t somewhere 1 know, on the unsecn shore
¥ wateh, and beckon, and wait for me.
N 1v.
I’ld I sit and think when the sunset’s gold
Usling river and hill and shore,
*hall ope day stand by the water cold,

" list for the sound of the boatman’s oar, |

sl &l watch fora gleam of the fiupping sails;
1 *hall hear the boat as it gains the strand,

%tall pags from sight with ‘the boatman ||

pale,

| believe at once.
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To the better shore of the spirit-1and,

1 shall know the loved who have gone before
And joyfully sweet will the meeting be,
When over the river, the peaceful river,
The angel of death shall beckon to me.

PRESENT SALVATION.

Isa Preparation Needed to enable Sin-
ners to Believe in Christ?—It is, we thick, a
gross misapprehension of the glorious gospel
way of salvation to teach that there is a
long course of preparation needed before a
sinner is warranted to believe in Christ and
be saved, or before we are warranted in preach-
ing faith in Jesus for the remission of sins.
Somte are wiser than Jesus? He said, “Preach
the gospel to every creature:” they say, ‘No,
don’t ventare to do such a thing as preach
Christ to sinners indiscriminately, but only
to every ‘ [awakeuved and enquiring] creatare.’

A dear friend of ours has just told us of a
case of conversion where a sinner who was
not couscious of the slightest feeling of her
lost condition was converted by believing
God who raised Jesus from the dead. I will
give it, as far a3 I can, inher own words:—
%1 was going in‘o the after-meeting one even-
ing when I saw a woman carrying a child,
and I felt drawn out 1o speak to her, for .1
thought she must surely be anxious to be
gaved if she would come to an evening meetin
carrying a child. I asked herif she had been
at the meeting, and if she were anxious to be
saved by Jesus; and although she did mot
look as if she were anzious she said she was,
and, on asking %0, Linvited her into the church
and promised to speak to her. Yielding to
my urgency, she went in, and I laid Lefore
her the truth of the gospel as plainly as I
could; and after speaking to her and bringing
verse after verse before her, 1 requested her
simply to believe the truth of God's Word
about Jesus and she would be saved. At
this moment the hymn, « Only believe and
you shall be suved, was commenced, and |
said to her, * That is all you have to do’
Only believe and you shall be saved. Oualy
believe the truths of God’s holy Word about
i Jesus, which I have been teiling you, and
| you shall be saved mow.” She professed to
She said, ‘1 do believe;' and
. she began to rejoice in Jesus, and her coubt-
enance became completely changed, and she
| really appeared to receive salvation with the
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.

T asked her where she lived, and she told
me. 1 said -that I should like to see her
again, but as she lived so far away,I foared

could not go to see her; but I asked if she
could come aad sée me. - She gaid with real




sid

cordiality that she would be glad to come, and
meef me when I expected her. I gave her
my address and said, « To-morrow morning at
eleven o'clock.’ We parted, both rejoicin,
in Jesus Christ. Next day between ten an
eleven o'clock the door-bell was rung, and
the poor woman made her appearance. She
was filled with the joy and pesce of helieving;
asod on entering, she -said thatshe thought
eleven o'clock would never come, the morning
had seemed so long, for I do not think she
had glept for the joy she had in believing
in Jesus.

% But how much was I atruck with the
story she then told me! She said, ‘ When
you spoke to me last night I was not the least
concerned about my soul, and I thought it
very impertinent in you to ask me about my
stata, and 1 wished you to let me alone and go
ayay; and thinking I would not be any further
troubled with your inquiries if I said I was
anxious, [ sait{ I was 80, before I thought
well what I was saying, but it was not the
case. I had not the smallest grain of anxiety
about my soul; I had come to the meeting
werely out of curiosity to hear Weaver. But
oh, what a blessed change has come over me
pow. What you told me last ovening about
Jesus has saved my soul. I was thioking
when you spoke tome how tired I should be
before I got home carrying the heavy child,
but after I believed in Christ, I flew home
and never felt it, and to-day [ am full of His
love, and full of joy; and I was longing all
the moroing that the time were only come
when I would see you again, and tell you

how merciful Jesus had been to me, and saved |

mo when 1 was not seeking Him, and when I
Lad no anxiety about the matter, and even
when I was angry at you for speaking to me
about my soul.’ This woman has gone on
well, holding fast the beginning of her con-
fidence.”

God's truth about Jesus, when truly
believed, both makes anxious and saves the
enrioug. It did so at Pentecost; it does so

still. Asa good man, who hag been perhaps
as much blessed as any evangelist in the
revival work, eays, “ It is strange how mud- .
dled and ravelled people are about the:
gospel.” Here i3 the whole matter—there
are two finished works, the work of man and
the work of Jesus. There is the finished
work of ruin by which we are completely lovt |
ginners, before we do either good or evil; and |
thero is the finished work of atonement by
Josus—finished by Him centuries before we |
wove boro. Man's complete ruin needs a

lele restorutian, aod a8 man—wlether |

he foels it or not—is wsfteriy lost, he is a |

suitallo subject of aalvation any momeunt, !

ovon although you caught him with the oath
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on his tongue, or murder in his heart——”":
moment he is a fit subject for Christ, 80d’
would be proper to bid him believe in Jest
and be saved, for He is a full and comP[‘“
Saviour,and He has been called sesus b®
cause He saves his people from their 3“3"
They do not, therefore, need to exﬂm“‘r
whether they have gone through a Pl"’pe{
process of conviction, and had enough °
anxiety, but whether they have abando® 5
their own wreck for Christ, the only 8r¥ R
safety, by faith in the gospel of salvati’®
“ Believe only,” says Jesus, and all bed®™
will follow. It was preaching Christ at ¥ i
tecost that convieted of sin, and it was 9':,
preaching Christ that healed the wound hf;
and, if we have confidence in the gospel:

same results will still follow the preac

of Christ.—Britist Herald,

STRONG CHARACTERS-

The distinction drawn in the following P#*°
graph is a very important oae, but is ©
overlooked in life, and many are said to b®
strong characters who are miserably weak,
incapable of self-government.

Strength of character consists of two ﬂ““g;é
power of will, and power of self-restraint- :
requires two things therefore for its existe?” '
strong feelings and strong command over.'t e
Now it is here that we makea greatmis ;ﬂ,
we mistake strong feelings for strong ¢ h
acter. A man who bears all before blnd
before whose frown domestics tremble, f*‘ "
whose bursts of fury make the children Ow'ﬂl
household quake—because he has his B
obeyed and his will in all things, we call 2
a strong man. The truth is, that is the?' e,
man; it ig his nassions that are strongi g
mastered by them, is weak. You o
ncasure the ‘strength of a man by the PO G,
of the fee'ings he subdues, not by the PO .

' of those which subdue him. And hence ¢° of

porure is very often the highest rest’ o
streogth.  Did we never sce a man rec® i,
fla; rant insuit and ouly grow a littie I‘)rt
2n¢ the yreply guictly?  That is a man S}; i
wlysrong.” Or did we never soe 8 M2 or
an_ wig\ stand sz if earved out of solid hl;’ -
ma t8 ‘ng himseif? Or one hearing 2 71l
less dily trial remuin eilent, aod U"‘verncéf
the world whut  eankered his homp'pe‘mﬁ
That i:strength. He who with strong f’asf;ﬁve,
I m};\in*d chaste; he, who, keenly 867 ! 1;
w.th mnly power of indignation 10 d
be provokye(?, and yet gtmin nimsell %,

for give—these are the strong men, the 5P '

iuai hetoes.— Rev. F. . Rabertson
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THERE'S ANOTHER MAN ON
BOARD. .
“lSteering our course one morning along
¢ coast of France, the attention. of our
tain was attracted to an object out at
i‘} which on looking through his telescope
¢ discovered to be the hulk of a ship-
“recked vessel. 'We therefore alightly
1 nged our course, and made for the wreck.
8 we approached nearer we discovered a
™ of awning over a portion of the vessel,
d beneith it a small dark object. The
er wagnow given to launch the boat and
Wake for the object of our serutiny. In
3hort time we reached the vessel, and
0 got on bosrd, when, what was our
“Urprise ‘to find, that, that object hardly
“scernible from the deck of our own vessel
Toved to be a fellow creature, but so em-
o ‘ated by famine, and disease that one of
Ur crew with very little difficulty lifted
u‘]'ll up, and placed him in the bottom of
" ¢ boat; we gathered around him with
ea‘hgs of awe mingled with wonder, when
% Our gurprise we saw his lips move, we
B, and in a low sepulchral tone he says,
ere's another man on board.”

Saved himself, the first use which he
,d}! of that salvation, was to save the life
18 fellow-man. ;
oryOW this is the exact position which
w“ght, to be occupied by every individual
tBo has been washed from his sius in the
nk)od of the Lamb. The Christian ought
N °f to be a selfish man ir any respect, but,
an especial manner, he ought not to be
oy sh as regards the salvation which he

Yough divine favour has ‘obtained.

Ay, Fom his new stand point he sees the
i:"gel‘ of his former position, and he ought
in.eed to exert his energies to the utmost
N order to stay the progress of those who
0‘_‘3 Madly rushing on towards that abyss
1 Which he himself bad so nearly been
“ncheq,

of , O0e need excuse themselves on acecount
‘,a:“.Pposed incapacity for the work of ad-
R

Cing their Master’s cause in the world.
ui‘c‘iu% it is not learning or logic merely
)d:: Tenders a maun eminently useful in his
ler's service, mor is it~ eloquence or
an peal, but it is 2 vivid sense of
o anq salvation, of heaven and hell, in &
h t i3 when a Christian feels the

i deur of etmnitz that be becomes em-
Satly useful. These were the feelings

Sin
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which aroused th Weeloys and Whiteflelds
of the century to almost superhuman
efforts in the sounding of the tocsin of alarm
in the ear of the unconverted world, and
which at the present time fill, and fire with
zeal and love, the hearts of Weaver, North,
and Radeliffe in their endeavours to snateh
brands from the burning.

But clear conceptions of thess importast
truths are only to be obtained from Him
who is the bestower of evey good and per-
fect gift.

It is quite clear that the more apparent
the danger of any object appears to us, the
greater exertion will be put in exercise by
us for the reseue of that object.

Does it not then as Christians become us
to plead with God for such a vivid sense
of those important realities, as will make
us eminently usefulin our present day, and
generation, and will ultimately fill our
crowns with stars at that great day of His

appearing, 18

BENSFORT. 1862.
« BUSY HERE AND THERKE -

Absorbed in inferior matters, the confes-
sion has fallen from many lips, “ As thy
servant was busy kere and there, ke was
.gore (1 Kings xx. 40). _

The Holy Spirit, kind and gracious,
powerful to change the inner man and in-
part a meetness for heaven, hasgone. The
day in which to secure the great end of life
bas gone. 'The period of youth, when the
heart, though depraved, isnot yet hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin, and the
conscience, though defiled, is vot seared as
with a hot iren, has gone. That sermon,
adapted to my case, worthy of being re-
membered and reduced to practice, has
gone. Those kind words, prompted by
Christian affection, exerting for the time a
softening effect, have gone.  Those serious
impressions, pungent convictions, often the
precursors of hope, have gone.

Sad has been the acknowledgment from
many a disciple, “ As thy servant was busy
here and there,” engrossed with topics
remote from present duty, losing sight of
convenant engagements, “ he was gone. —
That neighbour, acquaintance, unbelieving
friend, for whose eturnal welfare I ought to
have made direct exertions, bas passed for
|ever beyond my reach. That opportunity
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of benefiting such a family or neighbour-
hood; of prevailing on such a neglecter of
the public ordinances to frequent the sanc-
tuary, has glided away animproved.

Nor has this confession been a stranger
to the Christian parent. “ Asthy servant
was busy hereand there,” not duly mindful
of the home vineyard, the work there re-
quired, my child has gone, perhaps, to the
grave and to the world of retribution, no
more to hear the teachings of maternal
affection, nor those lessons which a father’s
position and experience qualify him to give.
Or if living, he has gone from the atmo-
;};here, the example, the influence of home.

ot as I might and should, have I taken
advantage of thatforming season when the
beart is most susceptible, and the voice of
God is heard, «“ Remember now thy Creator
in the days of thy youth.,” My child bas
gone, passed through the different stages
of early life—gone not fortified to meet the
temptations of an ensnaring world.

And so the child favoured with a pious
parentage, taught betimes by & devoted
mother to vest his hope om the blessed
Saviour. Wrung with anguish, not a fow
have confessed, “ As thy servant was busy
here and there,” little appreciating a
mother's advice, with the pencil of imag-
ination drawing delusive pictures of the
future, sketching scenes and paths of early
bliss, she is gone. Her lovely form has
receded from my view. Those lips, ac-
customed with all gentleness to give line
upon line, and precept upon precept, will
do so no more. Henceforth, near the
throne they will be occupied in praising
redeeming love.

Many a Saddath school-teacher, entrust-
ed with a bright, active class, has been
obliged to exclaim, * As thy servant was
busy here and there,” explaining the truths
of the Bible from Sabbath to Sabbath,
convarsing of Christ and eternity, antici-
pating many similar opportunities, not
dreaming about the arrows of disease, the
coming of the pale, silent messenger—he
or she, a promising lad, an amiable givl,
has gone. Their seat is vacant. Whother
faithful or unfaithful, my work for that
acholar’s good is ended.

Many a young man, having left the
beaten track, the great highway of truth
for ome of the bye-paths of error, has said

when too ate, “ As thy servant was busy’
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here and there,” now devouring the content®
of this infidel book, pamphlet, newspapets
now hearing this sceptical lecturer OF
preacher; now mingling in circles which
calumniate the gospel, its ministers, an
disciples ;—thus busy here and. there,” the
prineiples of truth, early and faithfully incul-
cated, are gone. :
Surprised by their last sickness, withou
adequate preparation, many a wasted, em- .
aciated one, hardly able to speak, is saying
at this moment,“ As thy servant was busy
here and there,” intent on pleasure, honourr
wealth, life with its opportunities has alf
but vanished. The harvest is past, the
summer is ended, and 1 am not saved.”
“The night cometh, in whieh no man
can work.” O my reader, work whileit 1®
called to-day. )

DEBT OF THE. SELF-DESPAIRING-

If the pressure of pecuniary debt can rob
men of their sleep, imbitter their enjoyments
mar their peace, and make life a burden, what
would be the issue if the vast account-book®
between us and God should be completel¥
opened and made fally legible? If you ar%
really and thoxoughly persuaded that yo¥
must, and cannot pay this awfial debt, yo¥
may behold, as the ancient persecutor sa¥
amidst the white heat of his own devouring fur~ .
nace, a form: \ike that of the Son of God stand-
ing erect beside the way which leads you 0
the throne of mercy. You must pass him, 6
you cannot reach the footstool.

Who is he that thus awaits yon? His €y%
moist with pity, but his features pallid as 022
risen from the dead. And in his outstretcl}ed-
hand the eye of faith can discern something
shining, something precious, something pricé”
less: not the glare of gold or silver, or th®
sparkle of invaluable gems, but somethinf
wet with tears and stained with blood. AD
the blood still oezes from that str'eken heart-
It is the purchase of your life; it is the rﬂﬂ;
som of your soul; itis the price which yoli
could never pay, which men and angels cquh‘
not have paid for you; in default of whic?r
you had resigned yoursclf to perish. See, H
holds it out; he presses it upon you; and ! .
tarning point is, can you reject it? If Y‘;n
can, oh let your lips be sesled forever fro
all mention of the penalty of God's la®
deterring you from mercy; for as you pl
into the gulf of self-desiruction, the last _50“.“
from above that reachesyormay be the dﬂPP‘?fg
of that blood, one touch of which wonld b#¥"
sufficed to cancel your vast debt foreves=2.
Cr. Alexander’s Sermons,
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THE DARK FUTURE.

bgh."e waé once a mother, kneeling by the
side of the little one whom she hourly
a'té’%ted tolose. With what eyes of passion-
t love had she watched every change in
8% beautiful face! How had her eyes
ast ed the heart of the physician,at his
th‘e vigit, when they glared rather than asked
N question whether there yet was hope l—
if iz' had she wearied heaven with vows that
Would but grant—" Ah!” you say, ¢ you

ll)ie.tc

3

:n‘;inagine all that without any difficulty
n

':*Ln!{gine this too. Over-wearied with
hing, she fell into a doze beside: the
g h of her infant, and she dreamt in a few
hix:"““ (as we are wont to do) the sceming
hog 1Y of long years. She thought she
He d 8 voice from heaven say to her, as to
he:eklah, #471 have seen thy tears, I have
‘h‘x{d thy prayers; he shall live; and yourself
You L have the roll of his history presented to

1
Al you say,  you can imagine all that, t00.’
'Wend straightway she thought she saw her
“ndet child in the bloom of health, innocent
Playful as her fond heart could wish.—
1,2 little while, and she saw him in the
of gpening youth; beautiful as ever, but
o t-lf_ul as a young panther, from whose
08 wild flashes and fitful passion ever and
he | 8leamed; and she thought how beautiful
N m"oked, even in those moods, for she was
a Other. But she also thought how many
'S and sorrows may be needful to temper

Quench those fires.

\ud ghe seemed to follow him through a
§ DI 8uccession of scenes—now of troubled
iy e, mOW of deep gathering gloom.—
tay 80orrows were all of the common lot, but
tp Olved a sum of agony far greater than
lo;,;.whid‘ she would have felt from his early
g't‘a’ ¥es, greater even to her—and how much
ctel‘ to him! She saw him more than
th € wrestling with pangs more agonizing
fan,, thogse which now threatencd his in-
w; h"? She saw him involved in error, and
i“‘o difficalty extracting himself; betrayed
iy, t}’Outhful sins, and repenting with gcald-
mie“f.sg she saw him half ruined by transient
o) Perity, and scourged into tardy wisdom
¥ long adversity; she saw him worn
, h{lggard with care—his spirit crushed,
Worg Is carly beanty all wan and blasted;
thy, ¢ 8till, she saw him thrice stricken with
) very shaft which she had so dreaded to
Ut once, and mourned to think that her
xqry:m had prevailed to prevent her own
the VS Only to multiply his; worst of all,
Cha. @W him, a8 she thought, in a darkened

b
a
JLan

Yo T"", kneeling beside & coffin in which.

q“ h and. Beauty slept their last sleep;
4g, 281t seemed, her own image stood be-
mhohi'l, and uttered unheeded love to &
L lh' that “ refused to be comforted :” and
c.,‘:dmod on that face of despair, she

to heay a voice which said, ¢ If thom
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wilt have thy floweret of earth unfold on
earth, Yhoy m%st not ‘Wonder af bleAk Wi
ters and inclement skies.” "I would have-

transplanted it to a more genial clime; but
thou wouldst not.” And with g cry of terror
she awoke. ’ S

She returned to the sleeping figure before
her, and, sobbin%, ‘hoped it wag sleeping its
last sleep. She listened to his breathing—
she heard none; she lifted the taper to his
lips—the flame wavered not; he had indeed
passed away while she dreamed that he lived;
and she rose from her knees,—and was com-
forted. GREYSON'S LETTERS.

THEY ARE NOT VALIANT FOR
THE TRUTH.

If we grow idle, if the Church of Chrisk
universally shall grow idle, we cannot expect
that our enemies will be idle too. Once the-
light said to the Darkness, I am weary with
shooting my arrows every morning at thee,
O Darkness! Iam weary with pursuing thee
around the globe continually. I will retive
if thou wilt.” But the darkness said, “ Nay,
it is of necessity that if thou yieldest thy
dominion, I ghall take it: there can be no
truce between thee and me.”

Friends, I might address the members of
this church as it is said an old Scotch com-
mander once addressed his soldiers whez
saw the enemy coming. This was his brief
terse speech; “ Lads,” said he, “there they
are, and if you dinna kill them, they will
kill you!” Look, members of the church, if
you do not put down lethargy and sloth, if
you strive not against Popery, infidelity, and
sin, they will put you down. There is no
other alternative ; to conquer or to die; to
live and be glorious, or to fall ignobly. See,
Jehovah lifts His banner before our eyes to-
day! Rally ye, rally ye, rally ye, soldiers of
the Crossl The trumpet soundeth exceeding
loud and long to-day; and the hell-drum
on the other side soundeth too. Who dares
to hesitate let him be accursed. ¢ Curse ye
Meroz, curse ye Meroz, saith the Lord, curse
ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, because
they came not to the help of the Lord, to
the help of the Lord against the mighty.”
« He that is not with me is against me; he
that gathereth not with me scattereth
abroad.” Out on you, ye indifferent ones!
Know y¢ not ye are either on Christ's side,
or elsc ye are His adversaries, On! the
charge comes : forward, heroes of heaven !

What shall become of those that are mid—
way between the two armies? Over ye, over

e ; troops shall trample on your bodfes.—
Ye shall be the first to be cut in pieccs, ye
indifferent ones, who are ncither this nor
that; and then shall come the charge, and
then the shock ; and as in that conflict you
shall have uo portion, so in that great tri-
umph which shall surely follow, you sball
have po share,’—~C. H. Seopazon. .
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JOSEPH'S TRIALS.

s It is my son’s coat; an evil beast hath
devoured him; Joseph s without doubt
ront in pieces.” Such were the bitter
exclamations of the ageéd Jacob when pre-
sented by his heartless sous with the blood-
dyed garment of their pious, much injured
bfother. The old man was deceived;
Joseph still lived: But may we not say
the truth was even sadder than the
fiction which wrung his heart? To all
men, but emphatically to the good, there
are far worse things than death, and had
Jacob known what was the fact, that his
darling boy had been mercilessly sold to
& heathen band on their way to a heathen
people; that his tender heart was stretehing
in bitter yearnings back to a lost father’s
home and bosom, and trembling at the
fearful prospect of a slave life amongst a
cruel, wicked race, and that soon he was to be
cast into the hot furnace of trial and tempt-
ation, alone, unpitied, unadvised; bad all
this been revealed to the doating patriarch,
surely his grief had been at once deeper
and more devout, converting cries of an-
guish into the ery of supplication,— Deliver
Lis soul from the sword, his darling spirit
from the power of the dog.”
Joseph as he lay in the dinginess of an
Egyptian prison, think what strange and
painful reflections must have cecupied his
thoughts. I have tried,” we may fancy
Limm muttering often, “I have tried to
lionour God, and yet, somehow, he fails to
‘honour me. At home and in the house
of bondage, truth has marked my utterance,
virtue been my rule, my father's God my
fear, how then has defeat followed every
effort to ascend i—Low -have grief and
shame deluged me repeatedly, as if to de-

Looking at
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monstrate the vanity of serving God!
Why is truth's banner-bearer left unal

whilst on évery hand God's foes attack 3“4
wound until they have immured bim i? ’
prison, and blackened his fair colot™
through their calumnies{” Such guestio”’
must have often sprung up unbidden ®
the young man’s breast. But they wer?
not unresisted. Nay, already a “S}"
to chase these shadows was sbi?
ing around him; for, % The Lord wst
with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, 2

gave him favour in the sight of the keopf"'
of the prison.” God prospered Joseph I”

two ways—rspiritually and tempoﬂ*] v

But, as every right-minded person must
foel, the grandest lessons of this eventft
epoch in Joseph's history are of a pm\?,'
spiritual character. When tbe firema®
rescues from the upper storey of the bur™
ing house any solid, common article 0
farniture, he has doue well ; but should bo
succeed in bringing out unscathed fro™
amidst flames and falling material tbe
costly and delicate time-piece of fine a°
elaborate mechanisin, he is hailed 8 A’
master in his perilous but beneficent busine”
Aud so it is with God and His deliveranc®
The spiritual ever transcends the tempo™”

More than this, prosperity of soul €O
whell

stitutesa 1an a conqueror, even
AS

outwardly all things are against him.
one has finely said, « The defeat of °
true-hearted is victory.” Even as from tho
back of the Midianites’ eamel, he saw ?ha
forms of his unfeeling brothers recedi™
in the distance, and as the Egyptian jailor®
led him off to the felon’s den, Joseph b*
reason if not heart to say,—«I1 am mol
thau a conqueror through God that Jove!
me.”  The chigf question which Josepb?
conduct answered in the negative was,
all, ot of an external but internal cha®
acter; not, shall he fail to command ¥
the obeisance of his brethren? but,-smu’
be suceumb to the surrounding
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Tt apall he 1 despairing unbelief curse
and d#? God's mode of testing his
Pople may bé viewed as two-fold. On
the one hand he withdraws natural sup-
Ports; on the other he allows evilin various
“rmg {0 environ the soul. ‘First the earthly
‘bles are cut, mext the huge storm of
%mptations srises, and then through rough
_expeﬁence we learn whether or not there
" satisfactory connection with the ¢anchor
Within the vail” What makes Joseph's
Ward prosperity so marvellous is the
"usually intense severity in his case of
Oth these testing processes. In the first
Place, absolutely all his earthly helps to
8oodness were taken from bim.  The God-
“ting parent who had so often in their
"hny home spoken sweetly of the Al-
Mighty God who had fed him all his life
0_“8» and of the angel who had redeemed
"™ from ali evil; who had counselled him
.t O the imitation of his holy forefathers—
o Abel, and Enoch, and Noah, and
i‘_bl‘aham, and Isaac—who had shielded
.M from the unkindness and the unholy
"fluencog of his rude brethren; this best
:a"'h‘y friend—himself a host—was now,
W! far off, What a sad change takes
iua% in many cases, in the religious feel-
rg_ﬁ.of youth now-a-days after the holy
r’.‘"Feges of home influence, and religious
Ming, have been for some time left!
® merest child of certain South Sea
M‘;l'fds may safely paddlo his tiny skiff
n the bay whose outer side is girded

¥ the protecting band of coral rock; but
Y the strong-armed and skilful rower
)_0:"_ venture outside the teef upon the
1o 10g Lreakers.  Whatthe girdle of coral
18to the young Polynesian navigator,

SNl -
ly e!; N general, is a pious home and friend-
l;i:‘rde to the young. Petereasily assured

‘bemaster, «1 will never forsake thee:™

l‘ldn bigoted and blood-thirsty enemies
Remmed him in alone, all he could
was the dastardly denial, « I know

31 )

not the man.” But besides the negative
evils—loss of pious teaching and example, of
freedom and home comforts—Joseph was
tested in being cast amongst a degraded,
ungodly community. In a far worse than
physical sense the land already groaned
beneath a fearful plague, for “Darkness
covered the earth and gross darkness the
people.” Such was the cracible for the
young Hebraw’s refining. Let us mark
specially here that his every sufféring was
above all things a trial of feith—lis troe
prosperity the friumph of faith. Experience
told him of the successes of the wicked
against a righteous God-fearing soui—
riches, honour, peace, he saw crowning
the bloody and the brutish men, whilst
himself, who single-handed had fought
with zeal for the Lord God of Hosts, is
dealt with like a second Cain. Where was

justice where holiness # where almightiness

there? ¢ Satan hath desired to have thee,
that he may sift thee as wheat; but I have
prayed for thee that thy faith fail not.”
Faith, the foundation virtue in the godly
soul has a peculiar excellence, as being
essential to the action of, and protecting from
destruction, every other grace. Confidence
in the superior goodness and wisdom of a
friend, assists us in a thousand varying
circumstances. 1f prosperity elates, we
are checked by the remombrance of his
humility ; if adversity depresses, his imags
is present to cheer us. True faith brings
its object into a man’s company, and day
by day directs him by the ideal presence.
Therefore it is written, “ Enoch walked
with God.” 1t mattered little to Joseph
what the trial was that had to Le en-
countered, if ovly faith kept open the
entrance into his divine fortress. At all
times, in all exigences, he fell back on first
principles, and on the God of Jacob his
refuge. Like some large, strong umbrella-
covering of the East, which in the heat
protects from sun-stroke, and iu the stosm -
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from rain, so this trust in God delivers

from every evil. It is the lever of all else
divine,—the flaming sword within the
spirit, “ turning every way to keep the
way of the tree of life.” Faith worketh by
love; faith purifies the heart; faith over-
comes the world.  Aided by this pribeiple,
Josoph read new and glorious meanings from
the darkest of his afflictions. Whathe saw
was not so much, men tormenting, but God
chastening,not a band of unnatural brothers,
not a horde of lawless savage sonls in Egypt;
but a Father in heaven of changeless com-
passion and ineffable holiness. When a
fellow servant of equal rank peremptorily
bids us to a task, we naturally refuse; but
if we know, what he does not, that the
master has already ordered it, we cheerfully
obey despite his ignorant jeerings. So in
this case Joseph took his sufferings as from
God’shand without either despising or faint
ing under them. His ability and kindly
activity in Egypt evinced a spirit whose
elasticity calamities might injure, but could
never destroy. Aseach succeeding wave
of fire passed over him, his heart was nerv-
ed by the voice of Abraham’s shield, who
swid within him, «1 am the Almighty
God; walk before me, Joseph, and be thou
perfect.” It is wonderful under what great
dizadvantages life is sometimes coutinued.
Thriving plants are found upon rocky
Leights, men have lived for days with only
water for nourishment, souls have preserved
their heavenly vitality through long years of
spiritual famine and pestilence comnbined,
Like the camel which carries within itself
areserve supply of water for its preserva-
tion in thelong thirsty days of desert travel,
the godly man is supported in the long
moral drought by a heaven-given interna]
flood. Nay his coul is beyond comparison,
safer thaa the camel’s body, for God’s grace is
ia him a well of water springing up eternally,
Had God carried off the three Hebrew
youths before they Lad reached tha fsmes
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of Nebuchadnezzar's furnace, the wonde-
had been great; but was it not an i
meusely more striking deliverance whedr
with unsinged garments they walked amid
the flames? Ja the world but kept fro®
all its evils—this is the amazing positioP
of the prosperous Christian. Bus let 1%
carefully observe that faith, to be suceessf“l
must lay hold, not on imere abstract excel™
lence, but on a lkving God, and must b"
abiding, growing, enlightened. Slim li*
tle shoelets suit the infant's unpracti
feet, but heavy sea-boots must be worn by
him who treads the heaving deck. We
know not what dark days may be befor?
us, and should therefore, all the more eagé"”
ly take to us “ the whole armour of God-
But turning now from the spiritual, 0"
or two remarks may be made on the ¥/
poral prospering of Joseph. Obser™®
aboul it these two facts. It came unsoughh
yet it was the natural reward of his good'
ness. Not prosperity but duty had be?®
in Joseph's eye. He panted for no sun®y
hillside to rest on, but trod manfully the
good old path of faith and holiness wheres?”
ever it led. God seeks says Paul, his p&”
ple's profit. The worldly mind needs to be
often told how much wiser it is toseek tr*
profit, which always includes pleasure, that
false pleasure which always exeludes prOf_i"
And yet, godliness is profitable for the 11
that is. The same person who on one ds
is presecuted for Lis unyielding fear of G
may on the next be courted for his gen“’
love to men. If we be true to God 8%°
duty, the coming of our outward pl‘OSPe"q
is only a work of time. We nay offe™
men by our piety, but it is well worth re"
membering that the same-faith which ¢
livers from the selfishness of earth, m#
us sharers in the benign love and wisdo®
heaven. The Christian who is shuf?
when all goes well, is often clung to iP
hour of difficulty or of death, Agaim !V
Joais cries «Have fuith ip God» WM
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“ithin the very rock of trouble will: yield
Yalers of divine grace. Earthly sapports
"4y be torn away, but, like the blocks be-
@th the launching vessel, their romoval-
it:y only facilitate our soul's motion towards
d; fierce troubles may assail and ha-

g"‘. but they can ouly end by proving
\Mat's sufficiency, and as Joseph even in
E::’“ gaot glimmerings of a coming day,
by 33 Paul and Silas before they were de-
memd, could in the stocks sing praises, so
Ul faith's darkest Liour retain some sweet
Wolation from Him who “ Tempers the
™ to the shorn lamb.”

LAsgow,

J M

STORIES FROM THE BOOK.

( FOR THE LITTLE ONES)

THE FOUR ARKS.
I
The hills and all the mountains high
™ Were far below
® sea, uprising to the sky,
U In its wild flow.
Pon its surging billows rode
I A single bark,
helmsman was the mighty God,—
Wi ‘Twas Noah's ark,
hich into future ages bore
The favoured few,
have spread from shore to shore I
Gog On earth anew. ;
looked upon the world wide,
Fo, And only one
nd grace to cross the raging tide,
¢Twas Lamech's son.

11

<
Twag moored among the flags that grew |
No T In ancient Nile,
¥rian craft with hardy crew
Bllilt From distant isle,
by a mother's trembling hand,
wﬂtc Her theme of prayer,
hed by a sister’s eye on land,
8o, It floated there.
Ure within this bulrush boat
whi[ An infant lay,
€ thousands to the river brought
3“ ' Were borne away;
tom the palace gates forth came
Tow A princess mild,
. .»:,',‘F% Pectect, adopt and name,
) The weeping child.

wl“)ﬂe seed
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On mount Moriah’s sacred height—
God’s dwelling place,
Behind the veil was hid from sight
' The ark of grace.
Bere Israel's testimony lay
Where once a year,
The high priest on atonement day
To God drew near.
Above, two golden cherubs stood,.
Grace at their feet,
Surveying, each in thonghtful mood,
God’s mercy seat;
Between their shining wings appeared,
In glory bright,
The symbol of the God revered—
A living light.
Iv.
Of old was laid the gracious plan
In heaven above, !
To save from death rcbellious man
By wondrous love.
*Twas whispered of in Eden's bower
In earth’s young day,
And types and prophets told the hour
' Twould launch away.
On Calvary’s hill its strength was tried,
Rocks rending round,
There, there, the sinner's Saviour died
And mercy found.
And now the world’s great life-boat sails:
Salvation’s bark,
To hide from tempests never fails

That safety ark.
X. Y. Z.

O

« PLEASE, SIR.”

“8ir, do you want to know how I was con-
verted, I, an old grey-headed sinner?” said
a good old man to his minister. “J] was
walking along one day, and met a little boy.
The little boy stopped at my side. ¢ Please,

vsir, he said, ¢will you take a tract? and

please, sir, will you read it?" Tracts! T
always hated tracts and such things, hut
that ¢ Please, sir, overcame me. I could not
swear at that kind spoken ¢ Please, sir.’  No,
no; I took the tract, and I thanked the little
boy, and read it, and the reading of it saved
my soul.”

FIVE RULES FOR READING THE
BIBLE.

1. Read it—read it all—read it often.
2. Search it.

3 Rememder it.

4. Love it,

5. Pray over it,
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GRACIOUS WORDS FOR ANXIOUS
S0ULS.

By the Rev. Andrew A. Bonat.
THE GOSPEL OF PEACE.

«Your feet shod with the preparation of
the gospel of peace.”Epsa. vi. 12.

Who will be a bearer of the good news ¢
Who will go to his fellow-men with the
Llessed tidings? There is a reward for so
doing. Kings, especially in the East, bave
always been liberal in the rewards they
have bestowed on messengers of glad tidings.
1t is the invariable custom in Turkey that
the bearer of mushde (i. e., good news)
shall receive a present, perhaps to the value
of a thousand pounds. The Emperor
Nicholas, at the beginning of thelate war,
promoted the kapitan who brought the
news of the destruction of the Turk-
ish #leet av Siuope, to the rank of
Veutenant-colonel, and kissed him on each
Qur own Queen sent £50 to the
station-master at Banchory, who had been
the fortunate bearer of the tidings to Bal-
moral that Scbastopol had fallen. 1s this
£b with men ? and shall not our God reward

- you, who run with the news of mercy to

-

the guilty, grace to the greatest of sinners,
Jove for the lowest of the lost on thbis side
of hell?

We have much to tell about Christ the
T.ord, about Jekovalk the Messiah. Peace
surely is good news, and it is all foundel
on or proceeding from Him.

1. The grounds of this peace. It is not
we who make peace; it is not the sinner
who brings this warto aclose. It was
Christ who made peace for us. ¢ He is
our peace,” (Eph. it 14,15,17) We
fiud peace in what Christ did; and our
partis to take, not to make, this peace.
1t is a satisfactory settlement of the quarrel
batween us and our God, Christ giving in
tull the payment due to thelaw.  And so
it comes to pass, that he who takes pesace
on the ground of what Jesus has dove is
completely at rest; for God has nothiny
more to ask from him. God is entircly
satisfied when the sianer presents Christ’s
obedience and sacrifice. From that moment
the sinner is Jooked upon as if he himself
had done and suffered all.

8. What this peace implies. 1t iuoplies |

THE - GOOD- NEWS.
that God and you are friends in ever]’

sense. But as among the Jews," peacé
was a term of wide application, so it 12
us that all the blessings wrapt up in ths®
word are ours. We freely trade Wit
heaven now. We have fellowship W’
the Father and the Son through the Holf
Ghost. We have prosperity now ; as whe?
in a time of peace, a country flourishes, ¥
cities grow rich, its fields yield pleot)
gladness is diffused over the land, so o
souls flourish under this reign of peﬂcei
all manner of grace grows plentifullys al
joy abounds, all holiness is on the incres®
No alarm of sickuess, of death, of calamity’
of judgment, disturbs the =oul that is tht
kept in perfect peace, while the thous®
of the arrival of the Prince of Peace ofté
thrills it with delight.

8. This peace is to be to us as shoes. Is
travelling the desert, we must have Bomd
thing between us and the burning 8370
In going forth to the battlefield under b .
Captain of salvation, we must have ot
feet prepared ; for the ground itself is rugg"’e
and our Teet tender, and, besides, tgd
enemy scatters over it his sharp-point
spikes and stones to retard the mart P
And here is the preparation, viz, the gosP 3
of peace is as shoes to us. Thus furnish®’’
we do not walk timidly, but conﬁdell"‘;
Thus prepared for journeying and for t ld
battle-ground, we go forth calmly ""“
serencly. Difficulties and dangers are
surmountable when our soul has this p
of God.s Oh, this good news of ped
with God through Jesus Christ our Lofl’
how it gives firmness and elasticity 10 01,
step, as we pass on to the Celestial Oy’

&

HAVE YOU PRAYED FOR HI¥'
o H

Have you prayed for that young 1"5“15
He is surrounded by temptation and 8@
to rush headlong into ruin, He sp¥
counsel, and considers those who are “.)-fn“
to win him to Christ as well-me“”’;‘i',
people, but very old-fashioned in !
uotions, de

He repels a sister’s efforts to perguﬂ of
him to accompany her to the honse%i o
God, and spends his Sabbaths with "l
and wicked companions. He is hard?!
to & mother’s tears and & father's WAID'S" e
Have you brought his case to the 537"
of sinpers, Christian friend! for
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Row nothing left to do for himbut to pray
that he may be “snatched a8 a brand from
¢ burning.”
gy rave you prayed for that young woman ?
he s gay and thougbtless. She re-
""eH\bers not the eall of her Heavenly Friend,
‘Tho Master has come and calleth for
thee» Her affections are not on earth.
N6 has no heavenward desire, no aspiration
Uzher than the ball-room. She will not
. ®ten to the invitation that sounds in her
%2 from the pulpit, to come to Jesus and
U peace and joy the world cannot give.
e laughs at her young compaunion who
t,“ﬂ her of the DLlessedness of the Chris-
"nlife, She sees not the loveliness of the
by Me altogether lovely, nor knows the bliss
. is smile, Have you asked her salva-
o0 of the Lord, Christian sister ? '
hat young professor who, a year ago,
a";’s overflowing with love to his Master,
4 filled with zeal in His service, hut now
10:11‘enchanted'grpund, have you prayed
ﬁglh""? _He is in the thickest of the
.ed't,j—-wnll he conquer? The world’s
Uctive charm is thrown about him; old
rmpanions gather about him to lure him
om Lis duty; he neglects prayer and the
h;‘)'er-llleetixng. He shuns his best friends;
. fars to meet his pastor, and avoids con-
ﬁé'ﬁauon with Christians. The battle is
‘&'f’e, the stratagems many, and Satan
il‘"‘es to have hin. O, deal gently with
Win' Christian Brother. O, pray that God
o keep this lamb of the flock from raven-
dg wolves, this young heart from its own
Jrge't‘fulngss.. Let us all remember the
o Mige of [Iim that answers prayer, and
}m‘" to the throne of grace the burden our

ﬁ'a"tﬂ feel w0 heavy.— Watchman & Re-
e“t‘)r, i

CASTING HER
BURDEN ON THE LORD.

QI)
a
[ (‘5{*,)\.‘. !

3 the viver on a mtter of businoss,
])u;‘!“ppfn: ted hour for Dix return arrived,
' did not appaar. Hour after honr
he cf’" away, and nicht-fall drew on, but
thy TRe not.  The Lt stewmboat touched
won Pler, Lut ho was not on board. I
in gr‘“i my room for hours in prayer, and
ulgu"«'lt agitation of mind. Keenly did I

feel my lonely, helpless widowhood.

Liad sent one of my sons, a vouth of :
A ] :
Years ohd, gecomumied by a servant,
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Again and again Isought the Lord.  After
¥assing hoursin this state of mental anxiety,

sent & brother in search, and soon after
all made theirappearance. He had missed
his way. The Lord heard a mother's
prayer, and brought him in safety to me.
After all had retired for the night, I was
left alone with God. My mind and heart
had been greatly exercise:d throughout the
day. 1 felt deeply my helplessness and
responsible situation. I thought, “How
can I, a helpless woman, care for, and train
up, these children to manhood 8”7 1 felt [
should sink beneath the overwhelming con-
viction of my weakness and insuffieiency.
I paced my room in prayer, tried to take
hold of a promise; but all was dark, the
present and the future, as midnight. It
was late before I retired to rest. In vain
I endeavoured to compose myself: sleep
had forsaken me. Again I lifted up my
heart in prayer. I tried to cease from
thinking, and to close my eyelids, but in
vain. All night I continued in prayer,
until just before the dawn of day these
words were spoken to my ear and heart, as
if an audible voice had uttered them: [
WILL BE A FATHER TO THY FATHERLES3
caiLpREN.” 1 knew this voice, and could
make no mistake. So powerful was it, I
instantly replied aloud, «Q Lord, be thea
the Father of my fatherless, O my God!”
Oh, the solemnity of that hour! T felt
‘God was with me; and my soul was filled
with joy and holy reverence. He had con-
descended to visit my lone roomn, and fill
it with bis presence. He had come Lo
comfort his widowed child, and I was
comforted. My soul poured its grateful
acknowledgments. I could adore, aml
praise, and bless his holy name. A solemu,
sacred influence, pervadel the place.  Gol
was with me, of a truth.  Faiiguel with

! the anvietics of the day, and exhausted with

the monte) exercises theonsh which T had
pussed that night, T composed myselt Lo
rest,  The Lord withdrew, and my weary
ayes were closed inrefreshing sleep. Yeacs
have passed since then, 2wl the Lord has
not for one moment forgotten his promize.
But I take the promise to extend bevoud
this poor dying world. 1lad the Lord
given each of my children a world, and
they should lose their souls, what would it
profit them? I believe he designs to be

their Father to all sternity, and that 1 shal}
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weet all, all my children in beaven. How |THE MAIN THING IN PRAYEW
often have I gone and pleaded this promise . "
before him, and have always found my faith | The main thing in prayer is to put G": o
increased. And still my faith holds out;|mind of the promise. The great wor

N . ‘ . 3 1 Christians is to turn promises into prasel
_f()?‘ he s fatﬂlﬁll tkat has promtsedd— and Ged will turn both into perfurmance"

Mrs. Winslow's Life. Every believer, you know, is toask accofd‘ng
- to God’s will, The asking according .

THERE IS A FRIEND THAT STICKETH | God’s will is to ask in faith. And not Oﬂ;‘
CLOSER THAN A BROTHER. to ask what God bids us ask, but to ask Wl;e

God has commanded us to hope; an 14
Y love my precious Jesus because He still l;;’é)":isﬁmt to hope for by what God

- N 1al

loves me, ) If we stretch our hope beyond the pro!ﬂl’re'

And closer than a brother clings when I oe'r- | we are out of the way; but His promise® *y

whelmed be ; . so large, that abeliever necds not to feal sy

‘When sore temptations harass—-my way seems he hath room enough for his faith to w?'r‘.vv‘f
dark and di wpay, to run in, The faith of a bell®

arx and dim, hath room enough to treat with God i,

He comes with voice so cheering and bids me | Labour for this. All the disquiets that 5“"

look to Him,— in the minds of believers, all the ¢h8P2y

He tells mo to rcmember when on this earth | (hat are in their thoughts about the (}od_‘ )

have to deal with, all proceeds from thif o

He trod, ) e

£ 4 In the day of His love, in the day of 10
(The Yather's righteous scrvant, the Holy peace, He hath been ma.d,c known to them® “p

One of God) a promising God. Ay, but now ther¢ lc’
How He with patience suffered comtempt, | cloud comes upon their faith, and maythe’ﬂ
reproach, and scorn, veil upon His face, and He comes to g o
Was buffeted | spit 1 Ked and appears as if He were a threatenibb o,
as buffeted, and spit upon, and mocked | commanding God. No dealing with Hi®
with crown of thorns, { this case. Learn to mind God's true “M,ou
‘Was taken and by wicked hands was crucified | He is a promising God. The Lord teach Y
and slain, { this.—Traill.

| . P ——
How He His life so freely gave, that we might ! . - A : i
i frecly gave, Tt we mER DILIGENCE IN READING THb
L o , T P I
That in that mighty conflict, He conquered | SCRIPTURLS.
all our fous;

“Read and revere the sacred page: 2 page

. . . e
Captivity led captive when from the dead |  Whick not the whole creation could pro¢ ue
—You#

i

\

[ Whi ;
He rose | Which not the conilugration shall destroy
 TOSC, ‘

And now He ever liveth, His people’s cause |

. e
Erasmus, speiking of Jerome, sa¥*
to plead, |

, erfp’
T'o succour and defend them in every time of1 W hoe\’e): leu}’n(zd by heartithc whole b'ctr P‘
; é ¢ Til OVers { ture, or imbibed, or meditated upon !
need. he did?’
Then oh, my precions Saviour, my friend, my |
ardi . . . i
_ guardian be, { engaged night and day reading the Serl}
Until thou come in glory to take me home ! tures, and ot mueh of them by heart: e
to Thee! The Emperor Theodosius wrote out
Then with the countless number which sball y New "Lostament with his own hanéds
surround Thy tlirone, read some partof it every day. e
: ., ! Y s
Redeemel from cvery nation, by bloed, Thy Theodosius the Second dedicated 8 £ 1€
blood alone, part of the night to the study ¢

. . . wi¥
Tertullian, after his conversion, ..

zl“‘l

Through cverlasting ages, I'H join thathappy Scriptures. .
throng, George, Prince of ’I‘mnsyl\'aﬂi“v !

"To give Thee all the glory, in sinless, endlese  over the Bible twaenty-seven times. {be

song. Alphonsus, king of Arragon, 1€
DraxTrorp, C, W. E. ¢. p. |Seriptures over together with a Jarge *

' e T . nmentary, fourteen times. ped?
The winistry is a profession, in which | The Venerable Bede is said to have i

nothing is more disgraceful than that its} 5 great reader of the Bible, and th#t e

duties should be performed professionally. | such affection, that he often wept ove!
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THE L08T SON RETURNING TO
HIS FATHER.

_— "
‘And when he came to himself, he said.
. I will arise and go to my father. . .
4nd he arose and came to his father.”—Luke
Xv. 1%, 18, 20. :
bere is no tarrying now; what he has
®lermined to do, at once he does; ke
“rose and came to his father” He had
elieved in his father’s love; he shall find
that Jove far larger and freer than he had
“red to believe. « When ke was yet a
Ireat way of, his father saw him, and had
Cmpassion, and ran ond Jell on his neck,
Gen. xiv. 14; xlvi. 29; Job xi. 9,) and
ssed him.”  The evidences of the father’s
Ve are deseribed with a touching minute-
L9885 hie does not wait for the poor return-
10g wanderer ll Lic has come all the way,
Ut himself hastens forward to meet him
¢ does not wear! at first an aspect of
s3\'crity, only after a season to be relaxed j
O laid aside, but at once welcomes him with |
¢ kiss, which is something more than ax
Sidence of aftection, being the significaut
Nd i the Bast well-understood, pledge of
Teconciliation and peace, (Gen., xxxiii, 4; 2
AL xiv, 335 P i, 12.) [Itis thus the
“Ord draws uigh unto them that draw
Mgk unto Him, (James iv. 8)—seos them
hile they ave “yet o greal way of” It
a8 He who put within them even the first
‘eak motions towards good; and as His.
Brace prevented them so it mcets them.—
™ listens to the first faint sighings of their
Uarts after Him, for it was He who first
Woke those sighings there, (Ps. x. 7.)—
:} '},‘;1 though they may bs “ yet a great way
* though there may be very much igno-
e i them etill,—far too slizht a view
" the evil of their own sin, or the holiness
the God with whom they have to deal, |
Yet He meots them, notwithstanding,
_.’Ul the cvidences of 1lis mercy and recon-
Stion,  Neither makes Ho them oo
Toush 4 dreary apprenticeship of servile
]_Q' U ata distance from Him, before He will
; “ive them; but at once embraces ther.n
fipe, © 8rms of His love, giving them at this
sty BOment strong consolations ;—perhaps
‘;v.""ger and more abqunding than aft_er-
U)r 8 when settled in their - Christian
th; e, they will always recciva,  And
% because such they need at this mo-
*0t, to assure tLem that, notwiikstanding
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their moral Joathsomeness and defilernent,
they are accepted in Christ Jesus; to eon-
vince them of that which it is so hard for
the sinver to believe—which it is indeed
the great work of faith to realize—-that God
has indeed put away their sin, and is pacified
toward them.

But the prodigal though thus graciously
received, though his sin is not once men-
tioned against Lim, yet not the less makes
the confession which he had determined in
his heart, when the purpose of returning
was first conceived by him.  And this s
well; for though God may forgive, man is
not thereforeto forget.  Nor should we fail
to note that it is afier, and not defore, the
kiss of reconciliation, that this confession
finds place: that kiss did not stop the
mouth of his confession, but opened it
rather; for the more the sinner knows and
tastes of the love of God, the more he
grievesever to have sinned against thatlove.
It is under the genial rays. of this
kindly Jove that the heart, which was before
bound up as by a deadly frost, begins to
thaw, and to melt, and to loosen, and the
waters of repentance to flow frecly forth.—
The knowledge of God’s love in Christ js
thie cruse of salt which alone cun turn the
bitter and Larren-making streams of remorse
into the healing waters of repentance, (2

i Kings . 19—22.)  And thus the truest

and hest repentance follows, and does not
precede, the sense of forgivenessy and thas,
too, will repentance be a thing of the whole
life long, for every new insight into that
forgiving love is as a new reason why the
sinner should mourn that he ever sinned
against it. It is a mistake to affirm that
nien—-those, I mean, in whom there is a veal
spiritual - work  going  forward—will lay
aside their repentance so soon as they are

cconvineed of the forgiveness of their siusy

and that thercfore—since repentance. deeyp,
earnest, long-continued, self-mortifying re-
pentance is a good thing, and indecd it in

i —the longer men can be kept in suspense

concerning their forgiveness the betier, as
in this way a deeper foundation of repen—
tance will be laid. This is surely a pre~
posterous view of the relations in which
repentance and forgiveness stand to each
other.

The younger son, albeit that he has the
clearest eridence that his father is pacificd
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toward him, does not the less confess his
"shamme. He does not indeed say all that
be once intended, he does not indeed say,
< Make me as one of thy hired servants?”
for this was the one troubled element of his
repentance, this purpose of shrivking back
from bhis father's love, and from the free
grace which would restore to him all: and
in his dropping of these words, in his will-
ingness to be blest by his father to the

THE GOOD NEWS.

pleasurableness of the whole pexformanw’

Prayersaves time. It is a real economy*
To neglect it is unwise, unthrifty, reckles®
Wa should pause and pray deliberatel®
taking time enough for the exercise to lea*?
its soothing and solemnising influence up®"
us. But, like the wise engineer, we sho*
oil the machinery while it is in motion to®
As its arms move to and fro, he snatch®®

' the opportune moment, and drops the °"

uttermost, if such is his father’s ple&sm‘e. ;npon joint and slide and journal many tim‘?“
there 13 beautiful evidence that the grace |intheday. Thus, in the height of our car®

which he has already received he has not
received in vain—R. C. Trench, D. D.,
Dean of Westminister..

— - . @ -

TAKE TIME FOR DEVOTION,

The larger portion of us are so occupied
and burdened with cares as to be strongly
tempted at times to neglect ov slight our
devotions, We are liable to fall under the
impression that we have really no time to
attend to them, Because the bearing of
prayer upon our business and our house-
held cares is not direet, nor palpable to the
senses, we are led to regard it in the light
of an interruption; ouly persons of leisure,
we imagine, ean take time for deliberate
acts of worship. We are greatly in error
in this. Prayer facilitates business. It
brings us in sympathy with Him who
planned our busy lives, and puts the lines
of events somewhat into our hands. It
refreshes and nvigorates, and restares elas-
ticity to the jaded spirit. Tt dalivers us
from mere bondage to the world. It
sweetens our tempers, and saves us from
peevishness and discontent. 1t diffuses an
oil among the machinery of life, causing it
to move easily, taking away the harshness
of friction, and lessening the expenditure
ot vital foree,

What would be thouoht of the engineer
w110 bersisted Tu driving on the ponderous
nuchinery intrusted to his care hour after
hour, vefusing to panse and introduce among
the joints aud axles the necessary Tubrieat-
ing ~ubstance, for want of time? Would
1:is excuse be vegarded 2z valid or sincere?
Dy not all conversant with the Lusiness
kiow that time would actually be saved by
such & judicions delay?  Will not a greater
amount of work be done in a given time,
and will not the mschinery last longer,
0 say uothing of the greater ease aud

in the clatter of business, in ourvery barga®”
ing and bartering, our counselling, plea ]
ing and prescribing, our plowing, and 50“0
ing, and reaping, we can and ought i
introduce the mellowing influence of prﬂ}‘“";
So far from leaving prayer just to €u¢

times a8 it can glean from the world’slea\" -

ings, we should give it the first hours (Zf“f !
and shoukl recur to it every hour of ¢
day.”— Presb.

WORK ENOUGH.

—

Jenny Dick looked in upon Mary whe?
passing to church, and finding her i sho™*
gown and patticoat sweeping the ﬁoof:
inquired if she « were nae gaun to the kirk
the day? ¢ Deod no, Jenny,” was th?
answer, “ I canna be ready in time; y© ?
as T hae nacthing to dae on the Sunday®
whiles sleep ow'r lang, and ha'e done f“w
this mornin.”  Willie, who was sitting in4
corner unperceived, sharing his breakf®
with tho kitten, suddenly started up ““(ﬂ
coming forward to his mother at the gﬁm;
time, raising his fingerin a solemn m“‘.‘"e:
sang out in his own pluntive strm“;&
« Naething todae!  Naething ta dae! 4,
lue Heav'n to win and Hell to shun, 28
Asifap 2™

ye that naething to dae!” o
. o wom:*
>

had piereed her heart—the stron
bent beneath those simpls words ntteff‘ﬂﬁ:i
heriliot boy.  All reasoning, all sopht¥ e
flad,  her refuges of iies swept av"ﬂy’ier}e,l
was speechless. The proud, har¢ L
apirit eoon became subdued, and We;}q“»I
like a child, she oried out—« What 8%
do to be saved $” 49

From that hour she was a chang®®
man,
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" Babbath School Lessons, - |service, is about equal to the mumber of

efficient men, which increages the number to

- October 12th, 1862, 1,200,000. The number of females in an

L avepage population is about equal to that of
THE FIRST-BORN SLAIN.—Exop. xi. | the males, doubling therefore the amount
26—42. already obtained, we have 2,400,000, and,

though we have not the same data for estimat-

1. DEATH.® ing the number of the mixed multitude which

th At midnight—This was the time when! went with them, we may safely say that, at
® blow was struck, and which would' the léast computation, the Israclites and their
8ve rendered it the more terrible. Pharaok’s ' retinue must have amounted to two and a
VG&F was set, but they had no power to pre-: halfmillions.  “Suchan emigration as this,”
th;l God’s messenger of death from entering | as a recent writer well observes, “ the world
Palace. Stoune walls and iron gates could ; never saw.”
the Shelter trom destruction the captive in| Lewrn.—1. The forbearance of God.
N N dungeon. Neither rank nor age was; A gradation of plagnes was tried on Pha-
ol Pected.  How many children, who lay down | raoh to cuuse him to relent, evidently showing
haﬂ’ul and in health that night, would have - that God is uot wiliing that any should perisi
¢ 0 dead ere morning.  Aud death often | bat that all should turu unto him and live
,vm@S unexpectedly still.  Let us therefore , The destra-tion of the first-horn was essayed
®r seek to be prepared for it. The first- | when nothing less than it coubd produce the
h‘)l’n of cuttle were also slain, and the gods desired resait.  What manarmed withirresist-
umbled; Numb. xxxiii. 4. {ible power would have horne with the proud
9. THE ALARM. unfaithfnl tyrant so lone? Lsa lv. 89,
dg‘a great cry.—lLastern nations mourn their | 'Ll):l Th-' ‘{f:m,,“% Ofr("l'ill', oh stends as g
Ml with a “loud and bitter cry; Gen. i. 3. W Judginent of Lharaoh siands 8s 2
vt @ house where was not one dvad'_‘;luomlmt?nl.. of tie solemn truth waleil We are
l)oauy lost the.r only child; all their first- 80 apt to forget—that there is a God of justice

ra, i b By oo~ oo who rules in the armies of heaven, and
t What must have been the feelings of amongst the inhabitants of the earth, and

o Bpyptiavs when they saw the children of : R N
A reg v 1 arture : oo g1 that, sooner or later, he will panizhxin. - Mark
uu“ljured('b for departure and their families too how appropriate was the punishment—

LPharaoh called for Moses and Aaron b | Pharaoh had cruelly pot to death the ‘ﬁrst-
Righy, He urges‘ft‘hem 10 be goue. 'fI"lakZ born of Israel, and now the first-born of Kgypt

Youy . ol were destroyed.
g hocks and herds. - His proud beart | Y5y T s of God,
Vat; y bumbled.  He makes no re- Four hundred and thirty years had elapsed
ber 2tion now.” Bless me also.—He trembles |  the L y‘}] to Al ﬁ) .
n](fl'@ the power which he had felt to be ??:ce he {)r(g)mm (‘]‘"’S ‘f";‘h?t 0\ (‘”\ ':‘é ?\I:é
Mo’ghty to afllict, aud asks the blessing of f"ln. ML L QNG TOW i _]lr' aIse was
0% {0 qvert still greater calamities which | 1 filled to the letter.  Are any of his promises
i ht aver il g F o amit  yours? They will assuredly be accomplish-
urg be impending.  The Egyptians were | SOV3: Y 9. P ey 3‘ P
0 u;"‘*'l‘huswus fulfilled the word of Moses; ed; Num. xxiii.19.; Ps. Ixxxix. 34
foo 2 Xi. 8. We be all dead men.—T1he e
if:ﬁed lest death should come upon them al)i October 19th, 1862.
dep: Lsraclites were detained, or delayed their
by jn\lre. ‘The death of our friends should | THE DEMONTACS OF GADARA—
iy Oulld us of our own mortality. He that Mark. v. 121,
iy :(?f Cbrist is but a dead man,—the grave
ceptheyrfeor bim,=hell is ready for him ex-| ‘7, country of the Gadarenes. Gerges~
peut. enes, Matt. viii. 29; the district on the east
hey + 3. THE DEPARTURE. coast of the sea of Galilee—it is not certain
R&m e‘)'Jomvueyed Sfrom Rameses to Succoth. | whether its inhabitants were Jews or not.—
Ig,a:lf"fs had been the head-quarters of the | How sad the description of this poor man.—
tes; Gen, xlvii, 11. The symptons were not unlike those of a
&g IS computed that their number must have | furious maniac. The tombs were often cham-
“"'d to, at least, two millions and a | bers cut into the rock in the hill sides. Mat-
"‘&nn This estimate is formed in the following | thew mentions two.men—this man was proba-
fthuf"*‘We are informed that there were | bly the most prominent.
%0 600,000 on foot that were men—that| 2. T'he devils’ prayer.
ha,; ben Capable of bearing arms. -Now, it| It is striking to observe what the unclean
Why ®e0 agcertained that the number of males spiritsknew. They knew God—they belicved
100 young or too old for military | in the divinity of the Lord Jesus; ver. T.— -

1. The man possessed with the devils.
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But this knowledge only filled them with fear,
trembling, and hopeless despair; James ii. 19.
It is affecting to think that the divinity of
dJesus is joyfully acknowledged by angels,
Heb. i. 6; Rev. v.11. 12—confessed by devils,
and only called in question by man, whom he
came to save. Qut of the country (Luke
viii. 31, the deep). Asking that they might
not be sent out of their abode in the earth,
Jude vi. Send us into the swine. It was
unlawful for the Jews to have these animals;
Lev. ii. %. 8 'There were Greek colonies in
the “country of the (Gadarenes.” Perhaps
they might be the owners of the swine. The
language of Christ shows how entirely the
spirits were subject to him: Matt. viii. 30,
‘T'he malignity of the evil spirits i scen from
their destruction of the swine. Perhups too
they expected by this means to prejudice the
Gradarenes against the Saviour.

3. The people’s prayer.

Besides the apostles the swine-herds seem
tohave been the only witnesses of the miracle.
Upon their bringing word of what was done
to the owners of the swine, the people instead
of rejoicing at the cure of the demoniuc, und
at the presence of one who could do such
wondrous works, seem only to have regretted
the loss of their property—T'hey began to
pray him to depart out of their couwsts.—
dJesus, however, left with them a witness of the
truth, in the man whom he had graciously saved.

Learn.—1. The sad havock which sin and
Satan make inthe soul. The poor demoniae
was buta picture of the sinner who is the slave
of his lusts.  No mortal power ean conquer
the evil passions of the heart. 'The man pos-
sexsed could not be bonmd “no not with
chains”  He was injarious both to others and
himself. He shunned the society of man; so
does the wicked slhun the goed, and, if he
cannot flee Grod's presence. he atrives at least
to banixh Him from his thoughts.

2. That Christ is stronger than Satan,
The devil kuows Christ.  Men know him not,
but after that strngole o the wilderness the
devils knew hini; Mk, i. 24 He is under
Chirist’s command; can go nowhere without
liis permission.  In our own strength we can
do nothing again-t the arch-enemy of our
=ouls; but with Jesus en our gide, we need
not fear Satan and his legions; Rom. xvi. 20.

3. Theblessedness of those who ure saved
by Christ.  “Clothed” so the converted sin—
ner is clothed with the riehteousness of Christ,
“In his right mind"—all the ungodly are
fools, madmen, biind, « Sitting at the feet of
Jesus"——sub missive to the Saviowr's will—so
Mary sat.

4+ Men prefer the world ‘o Christ, TFear-
ful of further loss of property ; the Gaderenes
prayed Christ to leave thepm, ’

THE GOOD NEWS.

AN ILL-TRMPERED HUSBAND.

If a woman .happen to be yoked W'l‘l};
one whose temper 8 none of the best, te
more need -has she of patience and gent
ness. No cross-grained husband iz evé
reclaimed by + provocation. He may o
won by kindness—at least the souruess/
his temper may thereby be sweetened”
Venegar to vinegar, wormwood to wj’”ﬂ
wood, is the infusion of folly. Tt embitte
the cup of life, and the cup that 0
mingles, she must drink of, thoush ‘t_,
bitter as gall. Rendering evil for &V
railing for railing, is but a sorrv way ™
settling marriage accounts, or, indeed, y
counts of any kind. Rendering good
evil, blessing for cursing, love for en"“t,sf
is the right way of carrying on the Ch"‘o-
tian warfare, and any other way is nol
God. "
If any honest woman say, ¢It is not 15
flesh and blood to bear patiently with ;
sour, erabbed temper’ I say, Amen—t"
is true. It is notin flesh and blood to be?
anything patiently, for flesh and bloo a0
fretful, peevish, impatience itself. Jt ¥
rebel, resist, strive, bear nothing. DButgr
can make the mind willing, the heart!
clined, and the back strong to bear Jer
cross meekly and patiently till the bur *
is taken off, which it will be ere long-,
Nothing like rocking fretful children, ¥
they are rounded into sleep and quietn®
Nothing like stroking a crabbed ecat Wlni
the grain. Instead of fuffing, bitings &
scratching, she will purr, and sing .)'0“
song of her own making, a croon of joY’
curmurring of delight, poor ereature;t e
fore, siroke her with the grain. oof

At the same time that I, in the sp""t
my office, counsel wives to be meck, :‘l‘(""ws’
and patient  with ill-teinpered ycke—fe”“
think ye that I sympathize with t}lﬂm "
Not a whit. [ have no fellow fecling will
domestic despotism. The man who ped
vex his partner with sour and erab d
looks, who will sulk out and in, com@ ?
go, eat and drink in sullenness and S‘le'; h
is & poor, dark dungeon ofa soul, in ¥'o.¢
conscience seems 1o be a prisonet- ]
even this ¢ grim feature, of the law Ofm
and of kindness. be applied to him: oig?
relent, and brighten up nnder the b
power of Christian Charity. P’ch‘

Above all things bewere of bitter &
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g‘ They nder only to strife and mischief,
Q‘sym.n- usband in passion called you
ﬂ:"yf%lmg but a gentlewoman? Let him
e in the meantime. Hold your peace.
w(’; if you do speak, let him have kind
i"d§ for his cruel ones, sweet vyords for
8 bitter ones, loving words for his expres-
%% of hatred. If he be merely hot-
atnlll}ere(;l and passionate, leave liim to cool
8, 18 Jeisure, He \Vql” come round again.
thech men are very likely to relent, after
tregl have said rash things, and by prudent
ment may be trained to bridle their
Mper and their tongue, so as to become
v amiable and more managable. The
outbreakings of a passionate man
him concious of weakuess, and when
tof folly is past, he will become, in
ands of a wise woman, pliant as a
W wand.

“ry
Make
e

the
willo

KEEPING A JOURNAL.
]mlel1 one of Legh Richmond’s excellent
™S to his daughters, we find hestrongly
| mends‘ the practice of keeping a_jour-
an‘O think any one who has faithfully
& < ved his.sugoestions in the matter for
gle year will be of the same opinion.
g " the records are fraquent, and suit-
Wy, Care‘ is taken, the 11)41:\'1«!}1:1] will be
0 improve greatly in writing, Be-
% it will aid the memory in retaining
¥ that may be of much future servier.
)eadat a pleasure it will bo in after years to
the
;,Ee Senes in which you have been an

fagy

a2, the friends you loved, the trials vou ( L TO REVIV
“ o1 iee; the resting upon that whicli is witvi him,

3 et’mfccd, the hopes and fears that foun
g “e“mg in your breast! How sweet to
Vigi, - & long-forgotten conversation, or a
ti()n 0 some place of interest, the descrip-
humlof a lovely rural scene, a call at a
he o cottage, the particulars of a jour-
WQ‘;]?{‘(I a hundred other things which you
“nle&% doubtless have forgotten all about
» Tecorded at the timo.
tagp, o0 you have done with things of
v e,t ose dear ones who remain wouldl
Uyl tuch a relic more than anything you
tig)),, **ave them. It would be more essen-
how)e Yourself than even your portrait,
the . '¢F accurate. This is the impress of
"id and heart they loved so fondly,
kyg;" # thousand times than even the be-
\famili%r features,

-

Over this record of your early life!—
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But a record of your inner spiritual life
should be written for no eye but your own
and that of the All-seeing. Otherwise it
can scarcely be faithful, and may lead to
bitter self-deception.

It is not well to resolve that you will
write every day, as that will often be im-
possible, and one broken resolution, on any
matter, paves the way for many more. It
is better to make a rule of writing when
you can, taking care not to neglect it so
long as to lose your interest in the maiter.

There are many advantages to be derived
from such a history of our lives, apart from
the mere improvement in the art of express-
ing our ideas. The reflecting mind will
see the haud of God in all the changing:
scenes through which he has passed. There
are as wonderfal, hidden pasages in almost
every life, as those we find recorded for the
benefit of the world. Whatever teaches us
to see the guiding hand of our heavenly
Father in every event of life, will suzely
become a means of spirituxl improvement
and enjoyment.— The Quiver.

~O-

SPEAKING TO THE CON VINCED.

If those engaged in speaking to persons
couvinced of sin should bhe induced, in the
hope of bringing them sooner into rest, to
make their anxiety a ground of confidence,
TO TEACH THEM TUAT THEY ARK SAFE THOUGH
THEY DO NCT KNOW IT. AND THAT ARE TO
BRELIEVE THEY ARE SAVED ALKESDY. IN-TEAD
01 BELIEVING IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY BE
SAVED, IT WILL BRING RACK THE WHOLE OR
THAT SYSTEM WEHICH i% FATAL TO REVIVAL

instead of upon Citkise tinsine.  Neripture
draws the line between life and death; not
in desires for suivation, nol in anxicty of
mind. nol in the wish o be Christs; but in
believing. * He taat helieveth on the Son of
G od hath everiasting life; awd he that beiieveth
not the Son shall not see Jife, bhut the wrath
of God ubideth on him.”  Where scripture
draws the line, there we must leave i,

Justly has it been said that this passage
“ought to be written in letters of gold.” Let
the prayer of all God’s peaple be, specially in
this time of religious earnestoess, that gospel
truths, and thesein their scriptural order
and relatianship, may alone be preached.

«For trath ifself when robbed of its own right,
Brings darkness ta a mun instead of light
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SOCIAL WORSHIP.

It is a remarkable fact that revivals of
religion have, in every age, been carried
forward mainly by what may be termed
the social means of grace. .In Ezra's time
wo find the people assembled by thousands
and tens of thousands to hear the Secrip-
tares read and expounded, not by a few
favourite preachers, Lut by a multitude—
almost all who could read and explain
were engaced in making known the Word
t their companions—and the result was
deep convietion, repentance, reformation,
and conseeraiton to Goil,

So ako in the aays of the apostles.
From the season of Pentecost, when three
thousand were converted in a day, all
through the plinting and  growth of the
primiiive chuiches, we find all Christians
nniting aotively and heardly in the work,
True, the arostdes lboured and preached

nighitiv, Lot peivate Christians lnboured !

cotijointy with them, and alrogether shar-
ed 10 the service and reward, It was the
same i the great revivals under *Lutlier,
Weslev, Edwands.

The great revivalsin Sweden a year or
two stnee, commenced and progressed very
simply, chiefly in  social meetings for
reading the Bible. In a recent gracious
refreshing enjoyed in Ireland, social ex-
ercises were the great instrumentality.
The recent revivals in America, especially
in the cities, have been almost wholly by
social means,

Shall we not profit by such experience
and observation?  Able ministers and
great sermons ¢can never accomplish the
work; the church must arise.  Not that
preachersshiould do less, but private Chris-
Lans more.
“ God bath ehosen the foolish things of
the world to confound the wise, the weak
things of the world to confound the things
which are mighty;and base things of the
world, and things which are despised, hath
God chosen, yea, and things which are not,
to bring to nought things that arey” to
manifest that the excellency of the power
is of God and not of us.

Cherish, then, simple means. Encourage
little gatherings for prayer and conversa-
tion. They vught to be held frequently
inevery peighbourhood in the countty, in
every street in the city. God will surely

Now, as ever, it is true, that

THE GOOD NEWS.

bless, if we only rely on Him in the usé
of suitable means.— British Messenger

PERFECT IN CHRIST JESUS.

God sets aside the sinner, brings in the
Son of his love;works out a perfect right”
eousness, and that righteousness, which #
the righteousness of God, is imputed %0
the believer. )
{ It was a glorious statement of Marti®

Luther, to which he gave expression in oneé
,of bis mighty orations, upon the siuner?
Hjustification not by works, but by Christ
| Noble, lion-hearted yeformer! How ove
iloves to hear him!  Said Luther to the
Histening and wondering Christendom, jus
{awaking from the sleep of superstition—,
t« As Christ is before God, so am 17 ¢ I
ccourse, our reformer excepted His essenti®
‘ glory, which ix incommunicable, and whi¢
none can share.

A similar utterance was made by fhf’
s great Irish evangelist of the sixth century’
I8t Patrick was evidently struggling 1
“the great truth we are cohsi«iering. Sald
Vhe—s The sinner nothing; Christ el‘t’f'.'/‘;
thing.  Christ before me: Christ behin
‘we: Christ on the right had: Christ O
ke lert hand: Christ below me as a 0™
C Chyist above me  And, as if he strug”
P gled to get utterly rid of self—¢ Christ i
| me, Clrist through me”’  Could love
i more pertect that puts the first Adam, th
funatural man, aside and makes the believe
i before God all that Jesus is,—as I hﬂvt
|said, his Deity exeepted? Itis thus thé
{ God does not view the sinner, who is dea®!
crucified in Christ, as ke ds in himself, V*
! He sees him #n Christ, in whom is 1‘«%43"3
! ption, righteousness, light, life and holine®
—The Lord our Righteousness.” !
ymay God give you to understand this! ]

Oh that we may know this perfect 19"
of God, that puts a perishing, l)ell-demsef"‘11
“ sinner in Christ, in righeousness, in holm"s‘l
in perfectness, so that such an one asP? "
could say, « I live; yet not I, but Qllr‘,s
Vliveth in me;” and, “ For me to hve
Cliristy and to die is gain” Oh, how p&¥
this brings me to my God and Father:

“So near, 8o very near to God,
Nearer I cannot be ;

For 1n the person of His Son,
I um a8 near as He.”

Rev. J. Dergax Suirth




THE GOOD NEWS,

Religious Intelligence.

The Committee for Foreign Couference and
EVﬂngelization have held a meeting in Free-
Wasong’ hall, for the purpose of communicating
Uformation with regard to their operations
‘lnong the numeraqus foreigners visiting London
Uring the Great Exhibition season. There were
8tors present from France, Prussia, Wurtem-
Srg,and Switzerland. The old Nestorian church
hay also its representatives there, in Mar Yohan-
A0 of Oroomiah, the Nestorian priest or presbyter
And ip Mar Isaac, the deacon, whose office is like
at of him who was attendant on Barnabas and
Saul (Acts xiii, 5), « And they had also John to
eir minister.” These men are the flrst of their
ace who ever visited our shores. They came to
:eek relief for their countrymen, who were suf-
®ring from famine, In May, 1861, they left their
Country—situated between Persia and Turkey—
accredited by their bishop and also by their Pat-
Tarch, and after spending six months in walking
fom Ararat to Moscow, they thence slowly and
Dainfully wended their way through Poland and
Other countries to Hamburg in North Germany.
hence they were sent by two Protestant pastors
9 London.” On their arrival they were taken to
e strangers’ Home at Limehouse, where they
ave heen generously entertained. They after-
Ards received a most attectionate public weleome
fom Mr, Spurgeon and his people in the Metro-
Politan Tabernacle. They were also, a8 already
udicated above, at the Evanaelization gathering.
B These interesting men cannot sprak  any
f‘lfﬁpeau langusge, and no one in England was
ound able to comverse with them, But there is
e individual» who writes their language, and
AWS  some  intereourse has heen established.
¢ Prestyter wrote thus—-We do nct receive
o Papucy. Cyril said Mary was the mother of
b Nestorins said Mary was the mother of
chrigt.r  The presbyter goes on to say that|
Prierly his people did not read tiic Old and New |
ieﬂtaments: they only possessed the Seriptures
h" 2 dead language. But Amicrican missjonaries
T8 given them the Bible in their nutive tongue.
e foilowing is a specimen and portion of a
fayer written by Yohannan, after a meditation
1 8piritial sloth. It reminds s of those «<col-
;’._cts." condensed and emphatic, many of which,
of.““ed at this day, are very ancicut, and of
tental origin:—

1 U thou that awakenest the slerper, and raisest

le falley, and refreshest the afilicted, who hast
Mpassion npou siuners, and art a great refuge

he repenting: we implore and beseech thee,
ap 40rd, rouse us from our slumbers hy thy grace,

4 Shake oft the burden of our sloth by thy
5“:“:‘_"- Grant untc us that we may st;mgi a:md t.lo
z;‘l‘ﬂe before thee, and watchfully, vigilantly,
Er: Ously, and wakefully sepve thee. The watch-
th(.~w5t'h their hallelnjahs, and the seraphs \yjth
00{"‘ holiness, are humble in_their songs. The
O ]\demnmiou of the natious is in their apostasy,
hop 4 of all, Father and Son, the Spirit of

esa! Amen!?

Q(n
fi

purh}" languages in which the agents of the
‘-e"@lgn Committee address the strangers whe
quonow vigiting London, andin which they aptly
By, ‘*_{the Scriptures, are French, (terman, ttalian,

®dish, Spanish, Danish, Finish, Narwegian,
Uguese, Polish, Greek, Arabic, and Hebrew.
% brethren meet every morning with the

0
o
' g:'e ries; one or more gives a viva voce report of

Wi 9f the previons day ,a portion of Serip-
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ture is then read, and prayer is offered up in
three languages, Thus encouraged they start,
two by two, to take up their appointed positions.
In giving away tracts, they are instructed, if pos-
gible, to have conversation first; in- other caseg,
to offera tractasa sor of introduction to speak-
ing on spiritual matters. One man, offered o
tract, began by saying that he was « pestered to
death by this perpetual offer of tracts in this
abominable country,” but ended with reverent
attentien to the appeals of the missionary, and
not only accepted the tract, but bought a New
Testament.

Inclosing this paper, Linvite my Christian read-

ers to special thanksgiving in connection with
the announcement that, in responsc to the
remenstrance of the Committee of the British
and Foreign Bible Society, and in entire accord
with what ¢ Albert the Good "—he who, though
the accomplished Student of science, and diserim-
inating patron and lover of art yet lived and
died in a palace, where THE Book was specially
and daily honoured—the Royal Commissioners
have at length assigned and set apart an ample
spiuce, and a prominent position for the various
editions of the Word of God. More precious than
rubies, pearls, and diamonids; more glorious and
resplendent than the « Koh-i-Noor,” and its larger
though scarcely so brilliant rival, «The Star of
the South,” around which crowds daily gather,
is the Bible of (z0d. Letus rejoice that itis no
longer *in a corner,” or treated with apparent
dishonour—although, in spite of latitudinarian
indifference, or Hindoo Shasters, or Mahommedan
Koran. or the Book of Mormon, or (fardinal Wise-
man's Rowish Breviary (so resplendent in gold
and richest binding in the Roman Court), it
“cannot be hid”?  The Good Lord hasten apace.
the day when at, and in the name of Jesus every
knee shall bow in loyalty and love; when our
literatenrs ghall not, by studied reticence, ignore
His rizbtfnd ¢laims: when the poet, who marries
noblest thoughts and imagery to immortal verse
—the gifted seulptor, who gives to the marble
all but the breathing beauty of life—and the il-
lastrious painter, who causes the fair, the brave,
the gaod to liveon the canvass before us—shall
themselves, With one consend regurd their work
asa consecrated thing, and shall cuch have, in life
and death, the faith (learned at the fect of Savan-
orala, the Italian ¢ Reformer "yof Michael Angelo,
«the greatest artist ofall time, the unquestioned
king of the art-world by the right of transcendant
genius,’” whose last poem closes with the beautiful
couplet:—

«MY ONESOLE REFVGE IS THAT LOVE DIVINE,

WHICH FROM THE CROSS STRETCUED FORTH ITS
ABMS TO SAVE.”

Dear Reader—accomplished and learned, or
lowly in attainments and estate—is this faith
thine?— British Messenger.

-~

LONDON.

A work recently published* gives the fol-
lowing religious and moral statistics of Lon-
don, which present g pictare sufficiently
dﬂ!’k —_ ) '

It has been asocertained that if we were to
analyse the populatien of London, and com-

*Our Mﬂml Waates, and how to Cultivate them,



1 34

' pare the number of its individuals of each

vlass, with en ordinary sized town, say "a
Ytown with a population of 10,000 we should
find in the vast metropolis as many persons as
would fill about two towns with Jews; ten
towns with persons who work on'the Sabbath;
fourteen towns with habitual gin drinkers;
more than ten towns with persons who are
every year found intoxicated in the streets of
London; two towns with fallen women, to say
nothing of these who are partakers of their
sins; oue town with gamblers; one with child-
ren trained in crime; one with thieves and
receivers of stolen goods; half a town with
1talians; four towns with Germans; two towns
with French; while there are as many Irish
a8 would " fill the city of Dublin; and more
Roman Catholics than would fill the city of
Rome. Nor is this all There are as many
publicans and beer and tobaco shops as would
1ill two towns of 10,000 each, open every Sup-
day: and if we allow only twenty-five custom-
ers to each place, as representing the amount
of attendance for the day, we have 500,000
people, say half a million of men and women
thus occupied, while 374,015 only are attend-
ing the house of God! 1In London there are
20,000 public-houses and beer and tobacco
shops open on the Sunday, and only 750 Pro-
testant churches and chapels for divine wor—
ship. InScotland, with the same population,
there are no public:houses openjon the Sunday,
and 2500 churches and chapels where the peo-
pleattend on the means and ordinances of grace.
In London we have the coucentrated essence
of evil within a radius from the centre point
of sever: miles. In Scotland the iniquity that
even there abounds is spread over & surface of
1500 square mites.”

-~e

An Aged Devil-Worshipper and his
Christian @randchild,

“ A friend was called some time since to
witness the death of an old devil dancer.—
The old man's eon had become a Christian,
and had done all he could to bring his father
toabetter mind. Once he had prevailed upon
him and his aged mother to leave their village
and to live with himself; but a promise from
beathen relatives of fifteen or twenty palimyre
trees (a sufficient maintenance) induced him
to return to his old heathen practices. Soon
after he sickened, and my friend saw him die
hopeless. ¢ T'm lost, I'a utterly lost,’ he said;
but do you,’ he daded, tarniog to his son,
‘mind I am not buried by my heathen rela~
tives: let me be buried among Christiaus, and
a8 much in the form of Christians as the padre
will allow; and asto your sister, whom I have

betrothed to 4 heathen, and’ received on ac-)

+

THE " Gbob™ Mews,

count of the ‘betyothal so man rapees” bresk
off the match; if you bave to work night and
day, earns the money, and pay it back’ Aud
80 the poor fellow did. .

A1 want to contrast this with the next
death (as I suppose it Was) that took place i
the same family. It was that of this aged
beathen’s little grandson. The devil dancer?
son had the name of Gurdpatham given him
by the Catechist, on account of his earnestness
and devotedness. The meahing of the namé
is, the Minister's or Teacher’s g}on Gumg‘
atham’s boy’s nawme was Samuel; I think 10
was hig third child, aod had nearly lost bis
life as soon as born, in consequence of his
father being from home, his mother being told
by & conjuror that he would be a most ut~
lucky child, and cause his father’s death when
about five years old. )

" The father retutned in time to save hiS
child from the wicked plots of the foolish
female neighbours. HI; said * Nonsens®)
nonsense;’ but Christian though he was, an
apparently incredulous, he hurried off the
child to another astrologer, had his horoscop®
taken again, and learned that he would hav®
a sickness nearly fatal when four years
old.

“But Gurupatham returned satisfied thab
astrology was all trickery, and little Samuél
lived, but lived a sickly child.

* When about three years old, through 89
affection of the spine, the poor boy pined awsy
almost to nothing. His father one day to0
him on his knee, when to all appearance b®
was very near his end, and was suprised b,
the little fellow saying’ ‘ Father, cry a lité
for me.! 'T'his was enough to bring a qui
current into Gurupatham’s eyes, .

“+Stop, stop,’ suid the child, ‘ that is q“}w
enough, wipe your tears away; I am goil!
to my Father's house, *Why, said Gurup”
atham, ‘are you not mot in your father®
house? ‘No,’ said Samuel, ‘my Father %
in heaven.’ He said little, if anything more:
and, if I remember rightly, it was only a fe
moments before he breathed his last. "

“'The next morning Gnrupatham waited ©
the Missionary, ' Ay-a, he said, ‘wheﬂ_"g;
little boy was ill, I made a vow that if he iV ¢
I would give five rupees to the building ];)e
our new Church.” He was going on, when !
Missionary, beginning to interrupt him 83
the expediency of vows, if not their ln_lpr?:
priety, iu Christians, was in his turn luwo
rupted by Gurupatham. *Ay-a, he went sie
to say, ‘I have made the vow, and my l‘ti
Samuel, I am persuaded, does live; I "’O
give you the five rupees: no, I will give J
more, geven, or more, even though l:,sllﬂ“ b:”
to work hard for them,’ The poor fello¥ G.
gveu ten'—(Memoir of the lute Rev. T+

agland.)” - .




