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WHAT IF CHRISTIANITY IS NOT TRJE?
BY REV. NORMAN MACLEOD, D.D.

‘“I:t[the Christian religion true or fake?!ally nearer the kingdom of heaven tham
Wy 2 er worls, i.s there r'enlly sueh a pers; many who are too md:ﬁerenb to duub‘t, and
Oy Yesae Christ, whe righteously claims * therefore really to believe.  But without
"iole hoart, and who will assuredly, | wishing to pass any judgmeut upon the
l.ﬁ" M4 for ever, redeein from ovit and | motives or standing before God, who alone
Himg o God all who conlially belisve n | knows us, of those who, from whatever
‘l“QSti:ud love Hima? 'Fhis 13 the grand | cause, seem resolved to destroy the ouly
¢ rist-“ of fuct we have to deal with. | Chyistianity we know of, we may express.
U, 3 Jmity e Christ.  As a revelation fo our joy in knowing, that up till this moment
}{;3 W & ravelation of our Father through | their attempt has not succeeded!  For, in
& Xemal Son, our Brother and Lord. | wiiatever way we may account for it, the
Y tw\f_lal‘iun i s, it s« revelation of | fact s undeniable, that Christianity wot
Ve in our souls, through the Spirit; | only survives, but that in no aue of the
Qh"is}:reme bve to God and man, tu Jesus | world’s history was it so stronsly rooted in
" Vthe convictions anu afisctions o ten, nor
(!hr;l"‘ if there is no such person as Jesus {did it over give such promise of filling the
SNt Whom not having seen we love,” | Whole earth.  Millions of Christians  are
€ faith of the Christian Churceh has | ready solemuoly to deelare before God that
") Uhin & funcys if our supposed por- they believe in Jesus Christ; th.t chey trust
Yoy, Howledge of Jesus hias been a delu- their own souls to his keeping for time and
Q"nt;\-‘ the deep duvoted love of eighteen | eternity, and desire nothing better or more
8 Which, {rom every portion of the | earnestly than that those they most dearly
,l'ke‘ Catholic, has heen poured forth | love should do the same: and they are will-
I unspreci““s ointment on Jesus Christ, | Itg at any moment to dlsl»gnsc ‘wnl‘x all
Sen ot ever-prosent, Saviour, is a they possess on earth, and risk lfe itself
. ‘;ehtnnem, without any real person to | rather than part with Him!
e ) f;’fth, receive it, and return it; if i Let us suppose, however, for the sake of

ir;we e G:R'engl,h, and joy which millions | argument, that by some proce « hitherto
Ve ¥
Ch,.

! + a8 they behieved, from know- | unidiscovere |, Christianity, as the relizion
E"’us .Tlst, has heen the result of onlv a | of supreme love to this living Person, Jesus.
(‘h no 6l prae’-.ti_mz-l un.tl‘\«:n}eelve\‘—.—tln‘m, Christ, ﬁhﬂ.“ at..last. be' }:m\'.ed a fiction s
of Mg iy 'thon, is Christianity false! For | that the millenninm of infi-lelity has come,
in mOr?\lg ¥, we repeat, is not a meve system | —that the religion taught by Ciwist and
1S P”l‘so 03' of d.o:'mm-s. apart from a liv- | his apostles has become as dead to the world
u‘?ua in J‘\ but is Jusus for us, Josus tous, | as that of Buddh or Confucins is now to
"‘m_ nns’ Jesus ou s, and with Him all | the miud of Europe; that owr Christian
])eoh"iﬁti»:v-am-l lor ever! churohes, like the heathen temples of Grecee
(fl::) : l‘n?t“y 18 false if there is no such | or Romg, remain but as monmunents of a
Wy i to disprave the evidences of | superstition long ago explodel by the light
Y and romnd power, derived from his- | of science and philosopliy,—that all these
"h?d Ch“;_:f'",‘}“’ experience of the uni- sup.ernat.ura) Ch.risunu facts and  truths,
‘i"ch : 1 = by no neaus the easy task | which, like 2 mizhty firmameunt of stars,
tog .- People appear to imagine. We { now cluster around tue name of Jeaus, sha'l

\ ’}*‘e W )‘.‘i““me to assert, that all who | have departed as lights from the visible
Wy, Sange the_v call Christianity hate [ universe,—that Jesus Christ i proviimed
o Oy agailtself. They may bé protest- | as one who was dead, but is not alive; until
»h’“ st fnut a false representation of it; | even the wailing ery has ceased of the lasg
ey, € arguments in support of | deaponding -and disconsolate believer on

‘ * Such persons may be acte- . enrth,— They have taken aw.y my Lord
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and I know not where to find him;” and
that Cliristian truth is as silent before the
world as Clrist himself was when he stood
Lefore Merod, and answered him nothing!
Woll, then, the work is done! The ener-
getic te1chers of the propaganda of unbelief
have accomplished their long - cherished
purpose, and the professors of an earnest
and devole | faith 1 Christ have departed,
leavieg no memorial behind them except
their * curious books,” or their hoary tomb-
stoi-es, which record the old faith in him
as thie resurrection and the life.

When sueh a crisis us this has at last
arrived, the world will surely pause, and
count the fruits of victorv.  Wise men will
then doubtless consider, with an carnest

. e
| Christ!  Better never to have sr
[glory filling the heavens amd &'

) notbi“;l‘f

gain and Jose! We would gait of8

but lose everything ;—we woul
which we most love in the universe®
—~—all which makes us rejoice in existe? Paslq
all which enables us to look at thee! Is
present, and tuture with perfect peac it
simple and eurnest truth we sa¥ :e 000
were it possible to disprove the eX3*"
Jesus Christ as our life here and 1%y,
we would be, of all men, wost mise! X o
It is true that, in regard to many ¢
ject of attection, it may e said— e
* Better to have loved and lost, than never
loved at all ! ‘ ,jeﬁ“‘
But not so in regard to our love @ "y
an

Iy {t"d

sprit, what has been gained to humanity | aking 1ifo a constant thanksgiV'te P

Ly thiz tremendous revolution, in all those
opitions and ideas ehetished during so
many azes; and the well-wishers of man-
kind wiil examing the spoils which the con-
guerors have ready for cnriching the poor
and need s, as the result of this triumph over
a religion that was clung to by the best and
noblest men with a teoacity overcome only
when carth was old, and time was well-nigh
emiing.  Dut inay we not now anticipste
such asalemn veview, by asking those who

are \\‘Esh:‘uv'i to destroy Christianity, what o pality 1” Ouly think of it
they intend to put in its place when it is |

gonei 1f they have anything to ¢ive us,
let us krow what it is. Let us know it,
and eoo i it is better than the old religion
10t s Letter suited to meet the wants of
man i every period and eonditon of his
vavied Lfe; if it i3 likely to do better work
on carth, and produce better fruity if its
truth rests on bLetter evidence, and if, in
short, it s such a gifi from leaveu that
angels with songs of Joy wmight arnounce
this new peace on earth, and this new mes-

sage of cool willto man.  Such quustions, |

thouyskh often a-ked, have not hitherto re-
ceived any reply. I there be a something
better in store for us than Christianity, the
Llisstul seeret lus not yet been reveated.
Iufidelity, ufien so loud 1u attackivg Cliris-
tianily, s silvat as a god of rou or brass
whon we ask at its shrine, What wouldest
thou have e to be and do, and how live
aud rejoice as an immortal being?  What,
then, we again ask, would be lost and
gained on both sides after the war, in the
event of Christianity being destroyed? We

i
i
|
!
i
'

i

praise, than, after having seen i.t, “?a all ’
suaded by any witchery thas it ® tiO“/’
dream—a ﬁaiiqn of the imﬂgn.]tf‘ e"r‘;
ghostly superstiion—and that, 'l " b“'
wise men, we will seck for it 10 ll“ peids
contentedly fall buack upon our 0% o
and live on * without Cliist in “e._‘ wb‘
Aund are we in those uircmm'«"'_“":?l ofe
told that we may stil have comtt ad ”:{
ligion without the supern:ltmff:v "it?e.‘,s:
joice in “ the eternal and esselllh‘chf‘,wft‘:ha
[
T'he living man, the Jight ztn}l ‘btigdof urt
family, i»jrlnurdurcd; Lut a J‘SC‘P)‘,S it
science and calm philosophy cmﬁe bas ‘:‘,
tells its soonized mienbers that "l)ellail‘i‘
consvientious principles, been Ff)' X tb“cb
help in committing the ml_n't]]c"'. . 5“l
is {olly and ignoranee to 1))3“." ~.frl‘;;]ﬁ
grief, for science Las anfal) sed Jeat Pbgﬂ"
and preserved in a series ol oub he's
which they may easily ““u‘!"‘; . esseV
his

all Liis constituent eleinents, nat 8
bis carbion, his silica, this an Jade P
. . LR t
everything whatever which 1 ad h““ber

they were aecustomed to touch Hue !“’D‘tb‘
thercfore they mnay * comivrt O“.ould o
with those words ™ And e 000V
eremy of Christianity ]”"‘S“m6

us with Lis @ essentials,” Whﬁmi ooy
our living Lord!  Cowmfort e 5! g

«Comfort ? comfort scorn'd MY de¥ m‘,ﬁi‘

truth she poet sings, %, 8 rem®
That a sorrow’s crown of 801T0%

happier things ! b0 2o
e . ce WO ihif

If Christianity then is false, ‘,;st e\.ery'f’.
it Lave gained nothing, Lut % sLler

o 3 i
Gluigians know full well what we would } and are * of all wen wost ™
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ut )
ot mwh'j“» can the unbeliever himself ex-
Uothy BAn by its destruction? I have

o .

l‘h "el?hm do with consequences,” may be
ST . y

I8 ho ¢ 7 but with trath only; let every

the , SSted ang €

Al g exposed, whatever may be
Relf Othr ”?ﬂgnmrv grain or loss to myv-
Jgmary o 5 )
:e hayg tﬁr“’- Brave words! with which
t}:& u € deepest sympathy; for if they
5
g oy |
I, h‘lt4t
b

elicf and not unbelief; they
"‘th s here is an order and govern-
‘"d that we may therefore, at all
o ,l’;;l"‘: er what is trie, and cling to
¥ the ri(;l*s,\'ur:uwe of f!\{!), that ulti-
Duht wed true are in harmony
s warth loving and worth liv-
- Saf:‘mnl'e”! o e
of % or)ng;(h‘“v. it is well to look at some
hriy ‘Elntl"‘“ll"“& which the destruetion
‘tro\.‘?“. would involve, even to him
ah‘lu]}i St i ﬂb\‘im.us', for example,
e Y Othe, it cease to exist to us as a
tivg T Pealities would remain irre-
f:u" belief.  Existence would
S may be one as eternal as the
“th, l]n, in an Sorrow and soffring would
";d a, ‘arlthe“. endless forms, to ghaw
that"ws ey en ?he warld, and cast deep
ﬂurse?"ent ~ea{:} life, which must end with
My Vey auq b and the passing away of
by, Mies m‘“f all we have from the
kitl(:ljl.\em(]"% if we‘had. never
u \ er? \§ orst of ail, 8in m{lst
. Ol‘skin{ Mysterious, and terrible sin!
of e'at‘lrb N : f"[lle\'tumings” must remain
8ty a:n"% an‘)l"*“]liex the mind in moments
for th"k.' W a\rSllent thought.  Men will
"ith If’ ‘thl  we apa l‘eslmnsi'l)le Ly God
\}Kh"t]i‘? b(;‘i"fner and outer Jife of ours,
u'yond Y an;j’ Purposes, and :ICLM?)]S?
U, the ar, "t*“ colsequences continue
angil’lé‘oull(]sh':tev? with no remedy there
g b h“PDinue' What, if there is no
iy al‘a i e§R bllt.
oy Mally i;‘ wit
Ay POss

thot 8
Drm‘ i oo

.h GO(] M
oy ‘M‘?‘f')l' us to attain with-
alj and Sanctifier?  What, in
N oy & delieivlls ‘which Cl}l‘isgi;ixlily
m‘“‘y, ill:l? tl'j)111‘. remain as fa?ts

aid of t he% }r.fs_ea.ses remain,
Wil iy g b, % physician, who re-
]&2‘31( in SJecteq 3 n who offers to cure
the mig Or, as a vessel remains a

Whig, ot of the breakers after the

“mes to save the crew is

€ Uttag . .
ovs fterance of a truly sincere heart, |

nt L N SO
}f tr"th, € Universe, which is on the side !
13; 4
“arg

we sav from our heart, !

in fellowship of spivit 1 God’s will, but their ownt
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| dismissed ? or, as the lion remains after the
"telescope is flung aside which revealed his
| coming, and revealed also the only place of
“safety from his attack? For let us but
| remember what is so obvicusly true, that
| Christianity does nat ecreate the evils and
_dangers from which it otfers to deliver us,
and that these must reinain as facts should
it be proved a fiction. So far, then, the
infide! has gained nothing by the overthrow
of our religion.  “Kxeept truth ! does ha
oxclaim?  Yet we again repeat it, truth in
its negative form, only as destioving sup-
posed falsehoods, but not in its positive
forin as establishing something to rest upou.
Is there any other eoneeivable g in then
which would acerue to the unbeliever hy
Lis supposed suernss? Does he wish, for
sexample, to relieve oppressed souls of soma
great Lurden which erushes ilem?  Rat
what alleced trnths or dostrine of Christi-
anity, if blotted out to-morrow from the
I¢ivele of belief, would ense a sinzle sonl
[ while it would unquestionahly he an irre-
parable loss to millions? Waould 2 God Le
more acceptable, and appear with greater
[noral heauty, who was different from the
i God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ?
{ Would he be more attractive to our Learts
if he did not forgive our sins fully and
freely, or if forgiveness was not otferad
through such divine self-sacrifice?  Would
it be a relief to our moral being to be freed
from the privilege or duty of supremely
floving Jesus Clirist 7 Waonld it liahten our
| hearts to be freed from the burden of having
i communion with him in prayer?  Wonld
we have more security tor Jight, life,
i strength, holiness, peace, or comfort, if
[ there was no such Person tevealed as the
! Spirit of God, who freels imparts his il
tto all? Woulld it be glad tidings to hear
that men were not to Le born again, nor to
repent, nor to deny themselves, nor o do
Whet iz there

oy

3 and what it this| which a good mian would gain by the de-

struction of the Christian religion?

We have one question more to suggest
with reference to the duty of an unbeliever
towards us as Christians, and it is liy,
Why should he disturb our faith, or as he
might term it, our superstition?  If he re-
torts by asking why we should disturb his
unbelicf, our answer i3 ready—because we
wish, with our whele goul, to share with

him the blessings which God our common
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Father has for him as well as for us; le-
cause we truly lament the loss to our brother
who refuses the eternal good which he may
uow enjoy with the whole family of God;
Lecauso we Jove our God, and his God and
Saviour, and desire our brother to know
and to love them too; because it is 8o un-
jirt, 80 selfish, so hateful, not to love and
obey auch a glorious person as Jesus Christ,
who knows us, loves us, aud has died to
guin owr hearts!  These are some of the
reasons, rudely and roughly stated, why
we desire, with all our heart, that every
man should belicve in Jesus Clirist.  But
if any man, for any reason which may be
eyond  oup understanding or sympathy,
desives 1o destroy this faith in all that is
Mosk precious to us, then we ask, not in
Christ’s nawe,—for it is unnecessary to
appeal to hiim,—ULut in the name of common
sense and common philanthropy, Why he
should not on'y labour to do this, but o
do it viinout aprarentlv any apprehension
of the nutold mirery which he must ocea-
sion it he sucecard in Lis attempt? Do not
tell us, with a bosat, that “ the truth must
be spoken, cone what may !”  Be it so;
bat curely the Fiped of trath which must be
poken must ever regulate the manner in
which it is spoken ? Again, we bid you to
pieture to yowselves g person entering a
family whose members were rejoicing in the
thoushit, of g futher's return, and snuoune-
ing the intellivence of that father’s death,
with a smiile of ity or a sneer of contempt
at their ionorant, happiness ! Imagine such
an one piofessing to be actuated by a mere
love of tuth!  O1if the terrible duty has
been lail upon any one with a human
hewst, of anronneing to others intelligence
wieh, if true, must Jeave a blank to them
in the world that can never be filled up,
what tender svmpathy, what genuine sor-
row becomes him who breaks the heavy
tidings L At cuch ought to be the feel-
ings of every man who, from whatever

cause, fo s eallw] upon to announce that‘

the Cliristizn teligion is false.  1f he must

make Kiown that terrilile fact to believers
in Jesus; if Le woust tell them that the sup-
pored vonree of all their life and joy has ro : ¢ M Uack.
existence, and that their faith in him is' fetched bim an answe

van, then, we sav, let this be done with
the rolemmity and the sorrow which a true
brotheily syn:.pathy would nccessarily dic-
tate. If the missionaries of Christianity

THE GOOD NEWS.

are warranted in preaching t!le‘f]g]?:}?z]v
jov, the missionaries of an infide b%ild upr
professes only to destroy and nOt] yocation
should go forth on their dreudfud with 7%
with the feeling of martyrs, an unds of
other ‘notes of triumph th‘f_‘" ‘ao_is(imxif'y
lamentation and woe! For if Cbr wins all
were false, we would be yet 11 Omust have
who have fallen asleep in Chnstl mbe of all
perished, and therefore we wou

men most miserable!

v
——————t e T EB.,
“DON’T 'WASTE THAT PAP »
—_— . to ).
“ Don’t waste that paper,” said 8 b:ry Judg?
sister; “it makes me think of PO
Edwards in India.” tor
“What of him ?” asked his S""_t(i !'nan, W
Judge Edwards was an Ellgh‘;‘m cscal
for months lived only by hairbrea n aothe™
dodging the rebels at once place &
until he made his way to Clll('}l“&;fc .
onc time to send a note to his v?'le ’toO
in some place of safcty. A ““t'“l’{'o i
‘on him, and promised, at the ris
to carry it. A .
“1 want to write, too,” said L?p
“but had only a rmall scrap ?me Hurd
the fly-leaf of ¢ Bridges on the | ink 1 1. of
Seventeenth Psalm.!  Pon M;:-a encl’
: none, and only the stump of 8 oft.
| which an atom of the lead‘wrs Y
to write, when the lead ﬁ‘ld :l of 8C8T 4 ib
Udespair, But after a great Ofound ity e
i in the dust of a mud floog, I about 48 pid®
’ back, and wrote two notes an conld eady
!sqtmre, which was all the m ¥

o 5
R , rebels ba pbeT
" about his person, for the rebe i :cﬂd)v,

. 118
! killed several men for having 1‘11;*":,6,-0‘ 2, 10
i found on them. When the ﬂo.tlothcm-l ‘;)ut
I'T got a little milk and steepct and e!;ﬂ af
‘make the writing indvllljl’v"l 4, sun. i
them out to dry on a wall in't ;‘0 an cﬂoul.se
instant a crow pounced upOT‘,t‘; of Clll""‘:
it off; it was that for my W.l “n felt “_r a0t
: thought it was gone forever, ore PaP",,’wrc"
| brokcn-hearted, for 1 had nUt:Ti'n « 001
ino hopes or means of gf]’ kRO
¢ Singh, a faithful native, hac and it G
| scen the crow, followed ‘t'{il'
chase of an hour, saw the )mc u
i picking it up, brought it LO. ive ;
“T wonder if she cver TCCC) Lo I
said the boy'’s sister, Wh‘;
| know how things came out.
| “Yex,” answered the boYs

dsy
EdWEt
ape ’dl'cd

and
archi®

«“ and

heW
saw Mrs. Ed“'ardﬂ’lghc
in black, for I Bllpl’of_i.f\d
husband had been mmt‘thf‘
 Sepoyx; but after she €07 4 g
, away and put on & white

. messenger
Ui
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THE SAINT'S HOPE. pared. God’s forbearance may be almost
spent. Soon the sentence may be pro-
mnounced, “Cut it down; why cumbereth

LOrd, Iam th: - .
Ny fag thm thine, but thou wilt prove
Whey, .7 1Y patience, and my love:

They .20 of spite against e join, itthe ground #”  Perhapsyou are advanced
™ ¥ 3%e the sword the hand is thine. |10 years. My aged friend, how many
il Bope or 4 rion lie below: solemn warnings bid you prepare. Your
8 all ¢h, portio ¢low; wrinkled features, whitening hair, decaying
AL all g, "aPBiness they know; trength, loudly tell you that the end i
Ang |, 7 seek ; they take their shares, | SUTeNgth, loudly you that the enc 18
N &ve the rest among their heirs, near. You are tottering on the edge of
8% 8inm . the grave. The young may live many
}Wd, tig ono e, Iresign; years, but you cannot. Soon, very soon,
sha]y ough that thou art mine : . H
Anq 3y *¢hold thy blissful face. you must die. Oh, how dreadful to stand
) Stand complete in right,eo’usnesg, before the Judgment-seat of Christ, and
B8 lif ive an account of a long life spent in re-
Bug +11¢'8 & dre . gl ong P
H‘;tl?ge bﬁgh:e:':;lg‘g’?:gghs}fo;o’ Jecting him—of thousands of Sabbaths and
henJOyB Substantial and sinceto : sermons and privileges neglected. O then
: *hall T wake and find me there? come to Jesus now. Lose not a moment,
1 Sghl:{lio“s hour! O blest abode! You have not one to spare. You have in-
Auq g, ¢ Bear, and like my God1 deed hardened your heart, and made re-
The 8 and gin ne more vontrol pentance more difficult by neglecling re-
va Ted pleasures of the soul, . | ligion so long; but if you earnestly implore
i esh . the help of God’s Holy Spint Vi
Rl Tt smber fn o ground, L ettion cven now. Tt not
. et’s j g R . S
4y in“m the chains with swect su’rprise, too late. Though you have so long refused
¥ Saviour's image rise, to listen to him, Jesus has not ceased to
. Warrs.  |speak to you. Still he says, “ Come unto
Ty .HO — me.” He loves you still. He is waiting
ARE AGED, COME TO|to save you still.” Oh, trifle with him no
) y n

JESUS. longer. Look back. Death comes striding
Y ith —_— after you with rapid steps; he is very near.
oy 1, JOUu the morning of life is over.— | Judgment is close behind, and hell follows,

v, : \ .
:i'e t"aveﬁ’- "eached the mountain top, or | They are on the point of seizing you-—
dg, 1

Y ‘:’g down the valley on the other | Flee this moment to Christ. Come to
oe:ut‘,’“lb. are rapidly drawing mnearer to | Jesus. He alone can save.

or ;. Ded iy erhaps you are still busily| See Matt. vi. 19-24; Luke x. 40-42;
“o]lneli“&tiothe Decessary labours of life; | xiii. 6-9.
‘Jr;e Yo .nﬂ and the love of gain may in- R

ey et gt thma‘“y engrossing cares.  But FIRST LOVE. N
%lf‘do witho?lt‘ one thing needful.” We

i byt anything else, even life it-| * Little Johanna used to read a chapter of

8alyg,: - CAUNOL do without Jesus.— 1. o T
vt of thesou i tho one thing wr H* 0 0 PR S B
h&v: in ecl; have bLeen busy for many ¢ - 1 ’ ith the Word of
ohiy foun 1 nnce_rns of this life, but as yet her acquainted so early with the Word o
Whay ‘?llsi 0 time for religion. Your| God! :

Ty, trifly 1 ot even begun. But| Qne morning she read the fourth chap-

a f are all thi . .
Whan oW 2 things else in comparison. 1o Firs .
b:lether Years j¢ will be of no consequence ter of the First Epistle to John. When

%U!Of i:g’ i‘:’ere tich or poor; but it will she arrived at the nineteenth verse, she
diede L ue Cconsequence whether we | read—
gy Houng ?‘ or not. Multitudes have| « We love Him, because He first loved
"irty With wy 0“- Neighbours and friends, | us.”
av:d ' Jify ™ you were at school, or| “Whom do welove?” asked her mother.
. “I; are in their graves. You| « God, the Lord,” answered Johanna.
Cug dOwﬂred, But you might have} “ And who loved us first§” asked her
0 as a barren tree—unpre- | mother.
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“ God, the Lord,” answered Johanna.—
# But,” added she, *what does it mean,
He loved us first#’

«It means,” said her mother, ¢that God

loved us long before we loved Him. When
you were born, you could not love God.-—
You were a lttle baby, and you knew
nothing of God.  Still God loved you, for
He gave you your parents, and a cradle to
sleep in, aud clothes to puton. And when
you grew up you were often a naughty
girl, cross and disobedient, and sinning
against the Lord, yet God loved you,
though you did not love Him. He gave
you bread and meat, health and strengthi;
He caused the sun to rise on you; He gave
you toys and playthings; He caused you
to be told of the Lord Jesus, who cameto
earth a long time ago to make vou happy
and prepare you for heaven.  All this God
did before you loved him. Who loved
first, God or you?”

«T see, I see,” answered Johanna; « God
loved first.”

“ Now, don’t forget it,” said the mother.
“ Remember that you now ought to love
and serve God in return.”

That same afiernoon little Mary, Johan-
na's cousin, paid her a visit. Mary was
not. a very nice girl; she always liked to
take everything to herself. When other
children had anything nice, she always
quarrelled Gl they gave it to her. Now,
Johanna had a fine doll, which she liked
very much. But Mary liked it too, and
wanted to play with it. Johanna refused
to give it up; she was afraid that Mary
might not give it back.  Mary began weep-
ing and fretting and crying. She seated
herself on a chair, covered her eyes with
Ler little apron, and refusel to play any
more.

Johanna went to her mother, who was
sitting in another room.

“Mary is a naughty girl,” she saidj
“she won't play any more. She doesn’t
love me.” )

““Do you wish her to love you?” asked
her mother.

“ Yes, I do,” answered Johanna,

«Then you ought to deal with her as
God dealt with you. You ought to love
her first.”

Johanna was silent. She perceived that

bor mother was right.  She returned to
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her little cousin, and, giving her be o
said— )
“There, Mary dear, take it, and kot
lay together.” e
P l\)&aryg at once looked kind and _Cheerrnd
Johanna assisted Ler in undl'ess‘“g;hing

dressing the doll, and contrived every
to please her. Mary was delighteC? ;B
enjoyed that afternoon beyond d@"’n?d t
When Mary returned home she :
her mother— .87
“ What a nice girl Johanna 1 .
i very fond of her indeed. Will‘ youict""
I'me to present her with that fine P bo
which I bought with my saving-mob
other day ¢’ - a0D9
The mother gladly gave her Permlilsily

e
and wondered that Mary could soo-h'" It
part with her treasure, ~ She thov&

I seems that Johanna makes a very 5§

impression upon my little df‘“ght;:rwda
never saw her so liberal and ki - qure ¥
The next day Mary gave the piet
Johanna. B gho
Johanna went to her mother 8
ed her the beautiful engraving;' ; ghor
“Could you ever drean, y:hing o
“that Mary would give such 8 .
me?” ith®
« O, yes,” answered her mo‘hGZi, to &
smile. - Thero is nothing 100 ™7 post
peet if we begin loving first. — J o
iman’s Bag, and other Storie$

Liefde.
——-—-—————o.&f"”/&n ?
Wilt thou be made C1®
taibr

with

Come to Calvary's holy moun
Sinners ruined by the fall: tal
Here a pure and healing foul
Flows to you, to me, to 214
In a full, perpetual tide, .o
Opened when our Saviour di®

Come in poverty and meaﬂ.“}e‘?i';
Come defiled, without, Wit o
From infection and u{w'l@“"" 40t
From the leprosy of sifte o om whi
Wash your robes, and mz}k‘i, b
Ye shall walk with God in I8

Come, in sorrow and contﬂ:"‘l‘;g’ :
Wounded, impotent, an’t} ‘om,
Here the guilty, free remiss!
Here the troubled, peace
Health this fountain will l‘en
He that drinks shall thirst

. ers
He that drinks shall live fore”
"Tis a soul-renewing flo0CC ¢
God is faithful—God wiil 275,
Break his covenant in D - died¥
Signed when our Redeem®

Sealed when he was 81°tiﬁe%0"‘ :

—

in

ﬁnd;

stoTes
o mO™
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r THE EARTH,
RAMED AND FURNISHED AS A
HABITATION FOR MAN.

BY REV. W. ARNOT, M.A., GLABGOW,
‘n}{ Wargr—Here, taking everything
e order, we must survey the Reservoir
ing tl:l? We examine the method of distribut-
},%r € supply; we must consider the Sea

€ We touch the rain or the rivers,
'Oun?]o 8eas, one above another, are weapped
the globe like an upperand an under
Yoy €0t. Tha idea is not new; it is bor-
by 2 from g very ancient Book, The He-
ling ’isn““der David the king were wont to
the the Creator's praise,—% Who laid
hoy OUndations of the earth that it should
i with."emoved for ever: Thou coveredst
P‘al .the decp as with a garment.—
iy &V Tn thearrangementof the cloth-

& )

+ 0]

I,
* the npane: . . et

practice which prevails among
?\?’I;" bodies has been :Fdopted also for
on) &ger; while the under garment covers
*vel, Portion of the person, the upper robe
whrel}')es all. ' The upper cloak covers the
Watey. * Vody and its garments too. The
Yia] o, O%an s the earth’s under and par-
‘]Len Vering; theair-ocean is its upper and
lay Mpassing robe. The sea covers
Phgy, POtions of the ear(h, and the atmos-
% “OVers both the earth and its water-

 Th
i, 2085t lines of these two seas are dis-
t%\e oth '8 that the one is horizontal and
Teh yaur Vertical; but, they are alike in the
%no ety of their confiruraticn.  There
i h(,r:“any straight lines either on the
fr“% aloy Or on the earth's surface. Tle
{20 gy g‘t :5 shore which divides the land
< yater, aud the line along the sur-
%}X,}:Fh divides the carth from the at-
Vet % are both in the highest degree
.%ap;sﬁ““ly Irregular: of the one you may
::'%t, a‘"lens everywhere on the winding
t],gged on d’,f the ‘other specimens in the
Ssky, " 'he ofevery hill-top which props

e

g{]"‘lgh r&’f,’“ garment is the thicker al-
\f;e, o 'ghter of the two, Theatmos-
Ry ovey tht ough the soundings were
i,"‘h% he 50, Summits of the Himalayas,
N vi; wh be little shart of forty miles
tk"' erg .. oreas no depth of water has
five y]et been foun

much greater
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Some kinds of creatures livein the wate-
sea, and would die if they were placed in
lighter element: they would be «fish out
of water.” Other kinds, ourselves among
the number, prefer the seaof air, and thrive
best somewhere near its bottom.  If it were
possible to jerk a man out of the atmos.
phere and lay him down above it, as anglers
treat a trout, he would gasp once or twice
and die. Whether there are any creatures
who sail on the top of the sea air, as we
sail on the top of the sea of water, it would
be unprofitable to inquire, and presump-
tuous to decide; but if any such there be,
they must be very light characters. Hither-
to, we who live on the bottom of that sea,
as our fellow-creatures the molluses live on
the bottom of the other, have never observ-
ed any anchors cast down from super-aerial
ships, nor any electric eables submerged
by super-aerial men and dangling over our
heads, '

It would be unprofitable to institute an
inquiry regarding the comparative value of
the two seas, in the process of watering the
world; for both are necessary and both
alike. Without thesea there would be no
water; and without the atmosphere the
earth would get none to drink. We turn
our attention in the first instance to the
great reservoir of water in its divect relation
to the dry Jand, and without reference to
the intervention of the atmosphere. The
figure of the ccast line is evideutly one of
the determining elements in moulding the
condition of continents and the character
of their inhabitants, Due prominence has
been given in our day to the fact, that
Europe and Afiica lie at the opposite ex-
tremes of the scale, both in the degrees of
civilization which they have attained, and
the indentations of the coast-line which
they exhibit. Oue fact is, at least in part,
the cause of the other, The solid lumpish
form of the African contineat has some-
thing to do with the degeneracy of the
Afiican race. The map of Europe isrug-
ged like a piece of ginger; the map of Af-
rica is round and smooth like a prize beet-
root. Land and water seem to be, intheir
original constitutian, the necessary comple-
ments of each other; and either remains
barren until the access of its mate. The
continent from which the sea is excluded
remains a desert from gegeration: the con-
tinent which opens its bosom for the ingress
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of the ocean is fertilized and. civilized
through all its borders.

Unutil recent times the Mediterranean and
its eurrounding coasts exhibited the grandest
example of the earth opening to receive
the ocean, and the ocean entering to fer-
tilize the land. Those who speak of the
Mediterranean as a French lake, speak in
the future tense; the Emperor has no such
spacious sheet of water in the heart of his
pleasure grounds. Gibraltar, the porter’s
lodge at the entrance of the demesne, shakes
out the British flag still from its hoary
ramparts. In ancient times, however, that
grand inland sea was, without a figure, a
Roman lake; and the empire was little
more than the fertile belt which fringed it.
Pheenicia, Egypt, Carthage, Italy and
Greece, with the Jess celebrated lands which

fill the interstices between them, constitute |

“the main circle of the ancient world. For
that favoured region an helpmeet was carly
found, and the result was a numerous
family of thriving nations; while interior
Africa, with at least equal capabilities of
so0il and climate, sentenced from the first
to a single life, has no such progeny to
brighten her early history or sooth her lat-
ter days.

The Mediterranean between Europe and
Africa was the most important inland sea
of the ancient world. It has enjoyed its
day of plory as chief; but it must now re-
tire into a secondary station, and make way
for its letlers. The modern Mediterranean
is an Atlantic. It lies between the Ola
and New World, precisely as the old Medi-
terraucan lies between Kurope and Africa,
dividing yet uniting them.  Although un-
equal in size, their proportions aresimilar;
and the larger lies at right angles to the
less. The old great Eastern continent had

room enough to afford a berth athwart-ships | of that circling sea, and by the

forits Mediterranean ; but oursissolarge that
when laid lengthwise it stretches from pole
to pole. Such is our superiority
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macy are nearly equally divided amotf
these three countries, Alout the time whe
they were discovering America and doubli?
the Uape, Spain and Portugal had the ¢
at their foot; but now the twin nation® 0
the Peninsula are nowhere, while Frab
aud Britain maintain & neck or noth®
race for the championship of the woritt

The- result does not depend on a sing”l

cause. The two simple determining :,gl
ments are the moral qualities of the Sevwr,
races, and the physical features of the ¢
ritories which they possess: it is oD y
Jatter of these two that comies directly #
legitimately within the scope of our obs?rid,
tion here. Logic if not charity, for \be
any self-laudatory comparison hetweed
French and ourselves as to personal cha
teristics. We may think them smaller mno
than ourselves, but at present we hay! o
business to say it. Our place as 10 o6
ence on the world is fixed, in part at b
by that which is no disgrace to o8F “elgw
bours and no credit to us,— the mod®

tory*

size and insulated position of our terﬂeven
They may occupy their own soil, OF
make aggression on conterminoud sd;gg
without asking our opinien of rea i
our iuterference: but we bave 80m° ide
to say when the question relates to thebigh’
world where the sea is the commv? ™
way for our neighbours and ours ves. aud
the position which God has give? us’uired
the energy to occupy it, we have ai que¥’
a right 10 be consulted on all gre#; o 118
tions connected with water. BeSl] the
chief use in watering a whole wor efzend’
sea is precious to us as a means ' T, uf
ing our own bit of it. It is g rty 5
and our families—good for the libe ircléf
progress of the race, that the sed enBy ai
this portion of the land all vounc:

Him who holds it in the hollow £ 2]
we intend to keep this portion of ofit

. D
in the | land for our own use, and for t 9u aqyl\lﬂ‘
2

structure and management of ships that ' all the oppressed who scck here

we Cross our sea as frequently and as safely from cruel power.
as the ancients crossed theirs, notwithstand- | not exhaust themselves in beating

ing the disparity of breadth.

The coasts of Spain, France, and the | against them.
British Isles, occupy in' some respects to- | tiorswill be determined not

wards the Atlantic the position which Pal-
estine occupied towards the Mediterranean

ip ancient times. The advantages of posi-  we shall have more seamen
tiou for obtaining and keeping the supre~] for this plain reason, that W@

bor® .
Our neigh thelf: ‘:
against the ribs of their cage:

In the last Tesor
80

vihe g
mucb .
sbip?®

docks as by ships; and not’s0

. ot S
as by shipmen. In spite © 8

pavé

-
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mn?he thore-line of Great Britian and

Y would, I su , g0 nearly three
wr:: ™ound the shofme gf Franci. No
that Ping &n(! spurring can ever surinount
boup equality, England has no Cher:
hep 15 't 18 true; but she need not break
about it, for France has no Liver-
!aﬂo;s . 'Ot stationary stone walls, but living
m well-built ships, will in the last
whethe eterinine the dominion of the world,
¢ cipc. [0 Peace or war,  Considering all
Qepea SiMistances, weshould trust in Provi-
g, and keep our temper: no crow ing
) g our tieighbors can dry up the Chan-
hy reag “l you become too much excited
"'Oad shmg the newspapers, fold up the
Sig) L, aud look to the map of Europe.
foy €Ut of the sea is the Liest preseription
l°Vers olng the fovered brow. Let all the
’lla,; w freedom study the Bible and the
Veny W, ile they study, let them giv® fer-
for u;'lihks to the God of the whola earth
Q"mferen[{g the green sea round all the cir-
Y op 1o Of this Jand, and scattering the
gle% twg 'S word over all its breadth. In
Nvider CUF great'strength lies Jthe one is
It i, nee; th
N e:;lg inty, esti‘; ;tihe:,h Grace. 5
Lo u this connexion to see
E‘Lh plﬁ? hemisphere map, constructed
Q‘iua:;,r 80'_1, Instead of a point on the
e !;d: 1ts centre. There to the eye
¢ a \ O the understanding, the Atlan-
® the true Mediterrancan Sea,
iy h‘:‘ﬂ;d seem designated Ly the
the'Ws th “d a8 at once the asylum of
e porium of commerce, and

ful’cr ¢ em
ot g s of moral and political power
ole wor]q.

Byg B

beenatt:"‘mm_, like iron in aship’shold,
5:“, ang ml:",e"'ng with our logical com-
‘n“"!e. l:*I‘Ollsly diverting us from our
“hz Worg ¢ '.““St not allow Frenchinen
Beq, 'aW our attention away from

1)
tor'y

R a fe
B featy o .
(;rlde of:é;e 10 the furniture of the world
0 not,
refep
th:’el‘s ang e‘:‘ to the well-known cosmical |
WS Which cause and regulate

Mo,
tirlefl;zn; We speak hel:e only ofa
act | and its economic uses. An
4etyy 8 familiar to mereantile and
g Circles, A siout yeoman

on hli)s 10 his hand, a brown wide-

We

Youp ed round his waste, calls
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ang bllc{:?d’ and a leathern pouch
D

% and politely inquires if

.

206

there are any pateels to-day:—his tame,
contented, glossy-hided horse, standing
with the waggon in the street meanwhile.
You give him some bales to be conveyed
to their destination; or you say, “ Nothing
to-day,” as the case may be; but in either
event the same man politely taps at your
door on the morrow with the same offer
to carry any parcel to any place; and he is
honoured when he gets an order. This
process goes on all the year round,

It is Art imitating Nature: a carrier, a
strong, steady, willing worker, comes twice
a~day up every creek and estuary, quietly
tapping on the shore, and in dumb signs
begging to know if there is anything to be
carried to-day to America or the Mediter-
ranean—to San Francisco by the Horn, or
to India by Good Hope. This mighty
burden-bearer never misses his call. ~Al-
though he come to one place twice every
day for a thousand years, without being
once honoured with an order, he continues
to come as steadily asif he had beenloaded
at every trip. How many times did that
patient porter ascend the Thames ere he
obtained asingle freight! And how many
more spacious harbours is he canvas-ing
to-day where his diligence has not yet been
rewarded by a bale! At the approach of
Christmas a modest request is sometimes
passed into the head of the house Lo remem-
ber the carrier or the postman: if I were
commissioned to speak for the dumb
burden-bearer, I would say ;—England en-
riched by the sea, should gratefully remem-
ber its Maker.

[To be Continued. ]

«“OH, INNOCENT LAMB OF GOD.”

In the year 1717, there was a great war
between the Germans and the Turks. I'he
good and brave Marshal, Prince Eugoue,

Pies a distinguished place; ; WOI Many glorious victories over the infi-

dels, and so great was the patriotic spirit
excited all over Germany, that nearly every
village sent a contingent to aid the Emper-
o's army against the unbelieving foe.—
From the village of Hermanusburg rode
forth the brave knight, Staffhorst with his
two squires, Peter Paasch and Hans Puffal:
In the great battle'near Belgruls, in which
the Germans were victorious, Puffel was
killed, as he was rescuing his hardly-pressed
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master from the hands of the Turks.—
Staffhorst fell at the subsequent storming
of Belgrade, after be had forced his way
into the city. Peter Paasch, full of grie’
at the death of his beloved master, pursued
the flying Turks so rashly, that he was
surrounded by the fugitives cutside the
walls and taken prisoner. They tied him
to his horse’s tail, 8 Turk mounted the
horse, rni Paasch was obliged to run by
the side, naked and barefoot, for the Turks
bad robled him of everything. Late in
the evening they halted in the wood where
they thought they were safe from the Chris-
tians, and now they determined to take
their long desired revenge on the Christian
prisoner, for they had remarked how many
Turks Paasch had slain in the battle. So
first they placxd two sticks in the form of
a cross, one over the other; they spat on
thia cross, and endeavoured, by blows and
tortures, to force Paasch to do the same.
But Paasch, who was now unbound from
tho horse, and from whom no resistance
was expected, struck the Turk who had
spitten on the cross, so violently about the
ears, that they again tound his hands and
foot together. Then they cut him with
knives and daggers to force him to spit on
the cross, and as all this was of no avail,
they nailed both his hands over his head to
the trunk of a tree, and tried, by horse-
whippings, and the wounds caused thereby,
to make him pronounce the name of Mo-
hammed. But as often as they repeated
this name, he said,  Jesus Christ.”  Then
the enemies of the Lord determined to kin-
d: a five at his feet, and thus to make him
deny Christ, or kill him Ly the tortures of
a fiery death.  When Paasch saw that his
end was so near at hand, Le prayed, with
earncst and devoutvoice, the Lord's Prayer,
and repeated the Creed; and the Lord
gave the brave warrior such peace in bis
hoeart, that he even prayed for his murderers,
as our Saviour did, and the holy Stephen.
And he was now filled with such lofty,
celestial joy, that he could not, refrain from
singing, with strong, deep voice, the grand
old Passion chant, ¢ Oh, innocent Lamb of
God, slain on the cross for us,” &e.  When
he had sung to the end of the third verse,
and ended with the words, « Grant us thy
peace, O Jesus, Amen,” the clang of trum-
peta was heard from without the forest.—
(torman horsemen rode in, the Turks fled,
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and the horsemem beheld, with astoni®h” .
ment, Paasch nailed to the tree, and !
fire at his fest. They at once unbou”
him, and he fell fainting in their arms—
After they had Lound up his many WO“n.d;
washed him, and provided him wit)
clothes, he came to himself again, ap b
first question was, how God had gent ther?
to him just at the right moment. Tbej :
replied, “We were sent ont in purstl o
the Tutks, when we heard fiom the 0%
the song, « Oh, innocent Lamb of GO%: ~ )
That is a Chri: tian, said we, and rode!” 4
the wood ; the Lamb of God, whom thon
trustedst, has saved thee.” They t'he.
brought Paasch to Belgrade. The stole)‘
came tothe s of (he g54»d Prince E":—"".“e(i
who ordered him to be well cared fors Yls}t oy
him hinself, and rejoiced in his sim
child-like faith, and, as he was no ""’v
¢, for service, sent him back to his 00}‘“”;‘;
He lived ten years afterwards, and dieds
1728, in faith, after he had sung
last time, * Oh, innocent Lamb of

for >

God-

Consistency Under Persecutio™

= B

The daughter of an English nqblemi‘:) g
was providentially brought under th ]
flence of the followers of Jesus, 31° .
came to the knowledge of the ¥ 3 di&
ceruing him.  The father was 2 moswmr
tracted at the event, and by threat® ading?
tations to extravagance in dress, t,’y r to
and travelling in foreign countrtev 4 avely
fashionable places of resort, LR 3
means to divert her mind from th"’g“t was
seen and eternal!” But ber “b
fixed.” : whe!

The God of Abraham had becor® "
shizld and her excceding gieat = gnitd
and she was determined that “_Oth'n"' ete”
should deprive her of her infinit€ 2 from
nal pertion in Him, or displace !
the centre of her heart.

At last the father resolved U
and desperate expedicht, by whi ,uin"d'
should be gained, or his daug&?’C o co%
so far as her prospects in this life nobih"
cerned. A large comjany of th; g0 &
were invited to his houss. It .W-ﬁes, b
ranged that during the fest1! d amo"8

fin:
na
P s 08

“daughters of different noblemer;;:; to €8P

others this one, were to be €&
tain the company with singing

and i
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::ttl‘nhe Piano. If she ¢complied, she parted
It o .heaven, and ret‘urned to the world.
P“bliel refused compliance, she would be
‘ibili: Y disgraced, and lose, past the pos-
a0 Of recovery, her place it society. It
& de:‘ dreftdful crisis, but with peaceful con-
Proaccf did she await it.  As this crisis ap-
of (g ed, different individuals, at the call
the . ompany, performed their parts with
this Breatest applause. At last the name of
enta“ghber was announced. In a mo—
all were in a fixed and silent suspense
wﬁoh(’w thfa s<':a|e of destiny would turn.
calp Ut hesitation she rose and with a
Place an dlgniﬁed composure, took her
tpent, ‘;t the instrument. ~ After a moment
- algp, 1 Silent prayer, she ran her fingers
Swagy @ keys, and then, with an unearthly
Ness, elevation, and solemnity, sang—
the fz}{)anying her voice with the notes of
OWing stanzas:—

«
?0 more for mirth or trifling here,
Ir f“{orldly hope, or worldly fear,
Ity life 50 s00n is gone ;
OW the Judge is at the door,
24 all mankind must stand before
1nexorable throne.

No

A Matter which my thoughts employ,

Moment’s misery or joy—
Ut oh | when both shall end,
8 lem shall I find my destined place ?
.+ My everlasting days
1th frieads or angels spend ?
§§:‘lﬁng is worth a thought beneath,
OW I may escape the death
Hoy at Bever, never dies !
Ang Make mine own election sure,
when'I fail on earth, secure
Mansion jn the skies !
Jeape
ki“',’l?f]%uchsafe a pitying ray,
o 0‘“ my guide, be thou my way
Al f Orious happiness !
Ayg w{;te my pardon on my heart,
Let €usoe’er I hence depart,
T e depart in peace 1"
he y
‘ernityn:::trel ceased. The solemnity of
:?Qg{i 2 th Upon thatassembly. Without
v:“d’ ©Y disparsed. The father wept
u ";)‘;len left alone, sought the
ayers of his daughter, for
Va| . !
taveq f-lon. of his soul. His gsoul was
'S great estate consecrated to
“—~Baptist Magazine, 1848.
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REMARKABLE DREAM OF DR.
DODDRIDGE.

1t is, I think, no longer a matter of dotibt,
that although the soul, or thinking part of
man, is intimately connected with the ma-
terial part, or body, yet they are not n-
separably connected; but that the soul is
often awake, and actively employed, or
wandering into regions which the body has
never entered, while the latter is in a state .
of perfect quiescence and unconsciousness.
The proofs of this are indeed various and
numerous, but perhaps there is not a
stronger or move striking evidence than that
of dreams. The following singular dream
of the celebrated Dr. Doddridge was related
to me a short time since by a much esteem-
ed Clergyman of our Church, who inform-
ed me that it was found among the Doctor's
papers after his decease; and as I thought
it deserving a place in the “Echo,” 1 will
endeavour to set it down in the words in
which I received it from the lips of the
above mentioned friend.

It was the custom of Dr. Doddridgeand
his friend, Dr. Samuel Clark, to meet very
frequently together for the purpose of
christian intercourse; and on one evening
they were conversing among other topics,
on the probable nature and degree of the
happiness that would be enjoved by the
Redeemed dmmediately on their removal -
from this world. Dr. Doddridge gave it
as his opinion that the transition at once
from earth to the glories of Paradise would
be too great for the soul to bear, and that
we should need to be ina manner prepared
for the glories to be hereafter revealed. .

On Dr. Doddridge ret.iring to rest, he
soon, after fell asleep, and dreamt as fol-
lows: «1 fancied myself in the midst of
the bustle of the City of London, wherel
resided, and that 1 died there, jmwe:
diately after my death, I felé my soul rafsed
from the earth, and borne along tpwards
to a considerable distance. After some
time I stopped, and looked down upon the
minature world I had left, and beheld
crowds of people hurrying to and fro, and
all eagerly engaged, like a colony of Ante.
This spectacle impressed miaso Gstrongly
with the littieness of all earthly things, that
I prayed fervently that all the busy muki-
tude I then beheld, ipight be hrought to
seo the vanity and inl.uéoiency aof aﬁ subn
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Junary pursuits in the same light as I did
in that moment. On continuing my course,
I was met by what appeared to be an angelic
being, who told me he was sent to conduet
me to the mansion that had been prepared
Jor me. After pursuing our course for
some time, we stopped, and my guide point-
ed out at a short distance, a very magnifi-
cent dwelling, and to ‘which, when we en-
tered, he welcomed me as my own home.
Though it was far more splendid than any-
thing I had ever happened to see onearth,
yet.it did not altogether surpass what might
have been seen in this world; and when
my guide informed me that this mansion,
beautiful as it was, was yet very inferior to
that more glorious one which was to be re-
vealed to me hereafter, I thought of the
words of Scripture, ¢Eye hath not seen,
neither hath it entered into the heart of
man to conceive the good things which
God hath prepared for them that love Him.’
He observed that ¢I should not be able to
bear such resplendant glory all at onoe.’
On entering the mansion, I was econducted
into a spacious and elegantly furnished
room, but which, though surpassing in
magnificence anything 1t had been my lot
to behold on earth; yet, was not more so
than might have been produced there. My
guide left me in this apartment, observing
that I should find ample occupation there
for some time. In addition to other gplen-
did furniture, and decorations, the walls
were hung round with beautiful paintings;
and on examining them, I perceived, to
my utier astonishment, that they deseribed
the history of my life, from my birth to
my death. Ineach of these picturesthere
was the representation of @ Hand, which,
though invisible when on earth, I eould
now clearly discern to be the Hand of God.
In the painting representing my infancy,
this Hand was spread out over me, and in
every subsequent period of my life, the
Hand appeared, Jeading, guiding, restrain-
ing, impelling or encouraging me. In
every perind, and in every event of my life,
illustrated in these pictures, the Hand was
always there. While I was ruminating
on this extraordinary representation, and
lost in wonder and admiration, my guide
re-entered, and told me to follow him, and
that I must now prepare o see the Saviour.
We entered another apartment, equally
spaciousand elegant, in the centre of which,
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stood a large and massive table. On this
table was placed a golden cup, richly chas
ed, and embossed with a beautiful device
of a vine, with its branches, and clusters ©
grapes. 1 asked the meaning of this, A%
my guide told me that this was the cup
in which the Redeemer drank new WiB?
with His Diseiples in His Kingdom, an
that the device on the cup represented b o
necessity of an intimate union with tho
Saviour and His people portrayed by the
vine and its branches, and the grapes
presented the fruits of righteousness, P&
duced only by the umion. The S:o‘"“’u
Himself now appeared, and advancing :
the table, and taking the golden cup !
His Hand, He tasted the wine and !
oftered it to me. But this action of my‘
Redeemer so completely over-awed me !,hﬂ ¢
T involuntarily shrunk back. The Savio®
then again tasted the wine, and again P
sented it to me, at the same time rebu 1D,
me in words similar to those He addres® b
to St. Peter. « He that drinketh not W’;e
me, hath no partin me” I then took tht
cup, and tasted the wine, but the thous
of having drank wine from the sameé cu
as my blessed Lord, all unworthy a8 * ",
so completely overwhelmed me with !i{is
and confusion, that I sank down at
feet quite insensible; and thus I awokes
and behold it was a dream.’

Dr. Doddridge remained for some d“y;:
according to his own aceount, perfecL yA .
sorbed in the recollection of this T€m® -
able dream, and never entirely lost theh]ic
pression of it to the day of his death, W
occurred about three years after.

A GOSPEL PARABLE.

Let me give you a parable. There Y:s
a certain wan that had committed “'e;
against his king, but forasmuch asther0 "
bad compassion on him, he sent him, -2
the hand of a faithful messenger, & PA" the
under his own hand and seal.  But mherG
country where this poor man dwelt, th®
were 2lso many that sought to troub®®
Ly putting him in mind of his treasoly of-
the law that was to be executed on !
fender, Now which way should thiS hia
sa honour his king as by believitg ot
hand: writing, which was the pardoB by ©
tainly he would hongur him more !
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doing, than to regard all the clamours of

18 enemies continually against him.

Just thus it is here, thou having com-
Mitted sin against the King of heaven, He,
through compassion for Christ's sake, hath
8t thee 4 pardon; but the devil, the law,
ad thy conscience, do continually seek to
sturb thee, by bringing thy sins afresh
100 thy remembrance. But now, wouldst

ou honour thy King? Why, then, he
tl:lat believeth the record that God hatb
gIven of His Son, hath set to his seal that

is true. And this is the record, that
lide' h‘atb given to us eternal life, and this
€18 in His Son, (1 Johnv. 11, 12.) And
erefore, seeing (God our Father hath sent
tondemned traitors a pardon from hea-
®0, (even all the promises of the gospel,)
wl? hath alxo sealed to the certainty of it
1th the heart’s blood of His dear Son, let
Wsil?lm be_ daunted, thougl} our enemies,
lity terrible voices, do bring our former
wpover so often into our remembrance.
¢ it known unto you therefore, men and
"ethren, that through this man is preach
Unto you the forgiveness of sins: and
m all that believe are justified from

al} things
s,” (Acts xili, 38, 39.)—Jokn
B“”‘yang ( ’ )

ARE YOU SAFE FOR ETERNITY?

aH‘}W important and necessary to our
PDiness that we are safe for eternity.
Hoeoilz at L}xat man wh(:m we meet in a hurry.
or by %()mg to an oflice to insure hl:% goods
Wi b ouse.  Does heexpect that his house
" e burned or his goods IOSt:? No, he
sil‘ablg(’t expect either, yet he thinks it de-
. {0 be safe. See that man about to
bow 3 long or dangerous voyage.  Observe
€ exainines the vessel, and inakes en-
. about.its sea-worthiness, and why ?
Vesgg) S:lhe Wishes ¢o be safe. Look atthat
ang , 13t is shipwrecked, See the crew
Yife. Passengore, They are making for the
at, or they arc seizing on rafts or spars,
oy Bl‘:angi, use of thei‘r life-preservers, or
Cayg, o1 Porieking for aid—and why? Be-
they %Y are in imminent danger—and
ant to be gafy, °
t,’y?‘ my rca.der, is there not a greater
aly oe Y Or eternity ? - Safe from the pen-
Enﬁuences roken law, safe from the polluting
ity, of sin? «How shall we escape

Juirjeg

Lt
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shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole
world and lose his own soul ¥

Now, if you would be safe, you must
come to Christ; you must trust in his
“ obedience unto death” as the alone ground
of your acceptance with an infinitely holy
God. The word of God declares, « Believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
'be saved.” The manslayer was not safe till
{ he reached thecity of refuge. The families
in Egypt were not safe from the ingress of the
destroying angel till the blood of the pascal
lamb was sprinkled on the lintelsand door-
posts of their dwelling. The serpent-
 bitten Israelite was not safe till he looked
to the uplifted serpent of brass. The poor,
wandering shecp was not safe till it was re-
stored to the good shepherd and thesheep-
!fold. Noah and his family would not have
been safe from the destroying deluge unlass
they had been shut in the ark. Lot and
his sons-in-law would not have been safe
from the fiery tempest by continuing in the
city of destruction: they had to escape for
their lives. So in a higher and more

from the curse of a broken law; not safe
from Satan’s thraldom and grasp until you
are “ found in Christ, not having your own
righteousness which is of the law, but the
righteousness which is by the faith of Jesus
Christ.”

ASSURANCE OF FAITH.

A debtor to mercy alone,
Of covenant mercy I sing;
Nor fear, with thy righteousness on,
My person and offrings to hring:
The terrors of law and of God
With me can have nothing to do;
My Saviour’s obedience and blood,
Hide all my transgressions from view.

The work which his goodness began,
The arm of his strength will complete;
His promisc is yea and amen,
And never was forfeited yet :
Things future, nor things that are now,
Not all things below nor above,
Can make him his purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from his love.

My name from the palms of his hands,
Eternity will not erase ;
Imprest on his heart it remains,
in marks of indelible grace:
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the carnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heavcn.

)
Reglect 80 great salvation ?” « What

TOPLADY.

awfully important sense you are not safe .

§

e LSS L
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THE GOOD NEWS.
April 15th, 1862.

AN ABSTRACT OF THE BIO-
GRAPHY OF SAMSON.*

BY REV. THOMAS SHARP, ASHBURN, C.W.

JUDGES XVI. 28.—* And Samson called unto the
Lord, and said, O Lord God remember me, I pray
thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this
once, O God.”

Such is the remarkable prayer of one
who combined the greatest natural and
moral strength with the greatest natural
and moral weakness; and but for the pro-
minence assigned in Scripture to his charac-
ter and feats of strength, might almost be
passed by. When, however, you consider
him as a child of promise and the son of
many prayers—as one who grievously de-
parted from the Lord and occupied the
high position of a judge over Israel, you
have materials important in their bearing
to encourage parents in the godly training
of their children, and youth to flee from
the very appearance of evil. The character
of Samson, like his own memorable riddle,
seems to be a puzzle to divines rightly to
estimate it, and give a true solution of all
its salient points; yet to the extent that it
has been discovered as to its failings and
their cure, there is perhaps no subject more
appropriate to be expounded in the pulpit,
and pressed home to the hearts and con-
sciences of the assembled congregation.
Of Saul you read that he was taller than
the rest of the people, but be was the very
same flesh and blood, only far larger in
bone and muscle than they; so the charac-
tar of Samson is the samne with other men,
only theirs is, so to speak, cast in a much
smaller mould than his, their feats of

strength being of an ordinary kind, and
mldom mentioned beyoud the circle of:

octetv wherein they move: and yet like

* The Biography of Sampson, by J. Bruce, D. D.
Ediuburgh.K Py prof, by <. Brece, '
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him the children of prayers and of tbe
greatest promise, they may like him “’ﬂ:
out a heavy burden to the father that beg?
them and the mother that bare them 5
sky overcast at dawn, the sun going do¥
in darkness while it is vet day; their pat
and sad remembrance, if any, they 8
leave behind them, will serve bub ;‘,ka
Samson’s, to show where lie the shiftivd
sands and eddying whirlpools and Sunke'
rocks, on which so many adventurers bat .
actually been seen to perish, and have ¥
fered shipwreck so dreadfal and dis”“?us’
that not until you bave died and ﬂs‘;
again, shall you ever know whether O ]t']k p
they ever effected a Janding. Bamso™ ‘,th
David, made saddest shipwreck of the "
and from the very same blinding, beg‘.'"m“’
and brutalizing lust, yet like David
escaped at last as by a very haird o)
the Lord answering his very latest Pr?i: -
and to use the language of David, 7
giving his iniqtity whilst he took venged? al
on his inventions;” and as the apostlé pe
has exhibited the same awfully als™™" o
view of the Divine chastisements, * Deh‘;on
ing his body unto Satan for the des"'“ctv
of the flesh, that the spirit might be &

in the day of the Lord Jesus.” .

Our belief of Samson’s Salvauon'n
founded not only on the fact of his be! »
a child of promise and a son of m:“b,
prayers, like John the Baptist, and % °
ject of thé Spirit’s teaching, but bis ok
at last not only heard and apswereds - rod
could not have been the ease unless © o
in faith and accompanied with repen"’ne t
but also in the catalogue of 0ld Test#! 1o
worthies, in the eleventh chapter.
Hebrews, there is mention of his faithy
in this Samson and David are Placed ;
side by side. But Samson was 8} way put

measurably inferior to David as 8 s:";; e
{ ib

ing

-

he was like him in this, that bot 0
lapses into sin and his recoveries O 4 ;v
were due to the same cause WHI¢ clioP
both to the very verge of 4%



THE GOOD

‘n.’ele two were saved as by the very rarest
‘f“racle of grace, and the evidence of this
f from revelation alone; for without this
Z;m could never have been ratisfied that
) Y» after having sinned as they did, eould
Ver have heen saved, and in the absence
. 8uch a revelation respecting any in the
Present day whosin as they did, even if they
saintg in the sight of God, they will die
0;’;1‘" 8.cloud in the sight of men. The
amy t}nng which, in point of evidence,
kn:ums to the force of revelation, is your
“Bowledge of their having lived consistently
Ny elievers in Jesus, and that being with-
Jou or the reverse being true, what can
the bﬂay, though ever desirous of hoping
> O¢st, until the mystery of God shall be
'.n ‘:}E;ed, and be glorified everlastingly, both
. em that perish and in them that are
Ved,

.t yoy would not then leave your parents
N Oubt regarding your salvation, by piee-
8 together slight and superficial symp-
™3 of your having turned to Ged, trying
o P themselves from despair, and yet
P.l‘elapses into sin so frequently repeated,
fng ;:) may be as frequently repented of
o horred, that with all their zeal and
bafﬂadto make out a case, have been so
illg o faB to have no comfort but in striv-
Woulg orget you altogether—I say, if you
" Dot leave anxiety and doubt behind
big :s a (.loleful legacy that you, who had
"an: fair at one time of the highest as-
*_‘ of God’s love, and that one day
Might fa]) asleep in Jesus with the light
You ': Countenance shining upon you—if
day neo“]d not die in doubt and fear and
lay to“‘% 88 a dcg dies—be entreated to
W, heart this melancholy example.
'ov’ Pray, and strive rightly to resist

. €Fcome the sin that doth most easily
bugt ‘Zo‘.‘a fleeing those youthful and fleshly
Ich war against the soul, and drown
destruction and perdition, and see
You follow righteousness, faith, charity,

L
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and peace, with them that call on the name
of the Lord, out of a pure heart.
Let us view Samson’s character—1. As

a fallen son: 2. As a fallen husband. 3.
As a fallen judge.

As in the garden of an earthly paradise,
hedged about and with the light of a bright
morning’s sun, when the déw is lying fresh
upon the opening flowers, and all the fruit-
be:iring trees are rich in bloom, here this
plant grew and sprung up like the believing,
loving, gentle and dutiful Abel, worship-
ping and walking before God, delighting
his pious parents with the fulfilment in him
of all their prayers, and hopes, and desires:
or in virtue of the Nazaritish vow, like
another Samuel who grew and the Lord
was with him. In his boyhood, the period
of his comparative innocence, holiness and
peace, he grew and the Lord blessed him,
and the Spirit of the Lord began to move
him at times within the camp of Dan, in
the district where he lived. The account
of his proposed marriage with the Philistian
maiden, to the eye of a superficial reader,
might appear to be in accordance with re-
vealed truth and the teaching of God’s
Spirit; for it is said his father and mother
knew not that it was of the Lord that he
sought an occasion against the Philistines,
It might appear at first sight as if it meant
to imply that his father and mother erred
in objecting to the marriage; not being
aware that the Lord prompted him to it,
even though such a marriage was eontrary
both to the express law of the Lord, and
the whole design of his ordinances. But
surely the Lord could not iustigate Samson
to transgress the law, although it is certain
that Satan could. And if it should be re-
plied that the law was in this case repealed,
even this appears very unlikely; for had it
bean so, Sumgon would at once have told
his parents, the better to secure their con-
currence and his own vindication. It ia
true that the Lord incited him to seck &
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righteous ground of quarrel with the Philis-
tines, but this was a thing that could have
been donme in a thousand ways. As a
Nazarite under solemn vows to God, he

ought to have enquired of the Lord in what
manner he might provoke that quarrel, so
a8 best to succeed. But being a man of
war, constitutionally framed for a special
purpose, there was a power and force in all
his passions, as they grew and gathered
strength, which even faith itself, without
much praver aud much fasting, could not
possibly have restrained. He who had
been once, and Lut recently, so teachable
and devout, is now altogether of another
spirit. It seems as if the devil bere entered
into him, for he stops to take eounsel in
this matter neither of God nor man. Of
his own accord, at his own risk, and even-
tually to his own ruin, he took that woman
to wife in the face of the law and the re-
monstrances of his parents. Why did he
not consult the Lord? Because the Lord
would have laid an instant interdict on that
which he was resolved to gratify. He asks
nothing from the Lord at all, where he
feared that instead of encouragement he
would get denial and perhaps rebuke. He
adopts the counsel of the Lord when it
concurs with his own likings; but when it
would thwart these he takes his own wilful
way. It is fearful to think that any crea-
ture should be capable of acting thus to-
wards the gracious Being who created and
sustains him; and yet such is naturally and
constitutionally the ungodliness of man.
Even after you have been regenerated,
temptations will recur by which, if you
strive not, watching unto prayer, you will
certainly be led away, and it may be ruined
for ever. The devices of the devil are
subtle aud many, the deceitfulness of the
human heart inconceivably great, and there-
fore close habitual communion with Christ
and his Spirit is so essential to a creature
like man, who sins and is so prone to sin,
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needing forgiveness and renewal in order ¥
salvation, as is certified by the precious 8"
surance that Christ is exalted a Prince a0d
a Saviour, to give them both repeﬂt?‘“‘”
and the remission of their sins.

You muy have been accustomed to read
about Samson with the same sort of inter”
est in the wonderful and the hazardou$
as though he had been nothing different
from the Ishmaelite, ever restloss and rusb”
ing into broils and mortal combats a8 &
game; or in his feats of matchless strellgth
and intrepidity, as if his marvellous daring®
were the fierce and fiery descent of an outr
lawed and irresistible mountaineer; but
closer inspection and investigation discover
him to be a very Ismelite indeed, a most
erring and therefore a most sorely chasten
servant of the Saviour, who lived and d""
a martyr of that church, which is Christ®
body, being evidently raised up by Ged for
our learning, that iu him, as in a looking’
glass, every one might see the leading fo#
tures of his own character pourtrayed ot 8
larger scale, and therefore more easily seell
than in the case of ordinary men. That
one step—his marriage—the first he t00
in departing from the Lord, sent him for-
ward upon a course where the further be
travelled the more he was embroiled, “_“
he even treated his parents after that wit
but little reverence, and seems to have fo
himself far more at home amid the godle‘;i
friendships and festivities of the heathen;
till he had fallen headlong on that frightf®
ruin which he felt to be complete, gri“‘"ng
without his eyes in the Gaza prison.
admonished then, if any of you are tur? .
or but turning to be more reserved to y(f:
parents, and taken up more readily ¥'
other friends and counsellors out of doors'
whose society may be more pleasing
cause concurring with the evil desires ap
devices of your own heart, Flee f’“v(;
youthful self-pleasing, because it g"eot.
your earthly and your heavenly Fathers
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and if yoq go on, it may be necessary for
God to cast your soul into prison, and there
feed You, Samson-like, with the bread and
Water of affliction, mingling every morsel of
Your bread with weeping, and giving you
8 cup of trembling and of tears to drink.
A0 do ot speak or act in an unkind or
lf"e""él'ent manner to your parents, but cul-
Wate filiq] love and piety towards them as
You would to God. Never let the love and
Tespect for your parcuts be extinguished by
atever connections you may form, or
Aever changes, prosperous or adverse,
may take place in vour circumstances; for
:ﬁg:"ﬁ”iée you would resemble 'the beasts
berish; for of them alone it is naturally
Coustitutiopally true, that love disap-
A8 when they reach their maturity, and
that they are independent and ean shift
* themselyes,  Bu if you hold it as part
Your religrion, next to the love of God,
You wil| cultivate filial affection as well-
an’i:si“g to Christ, honouring thy father
Mother, and even denying yourself to
2D this ¢ commandment with promise,
o mmO.S.t assuredly your recompence will
atold, mora in this present life, and

¢ world to come life everlasting,

(To be continued.)

e

TEMPTATION.

g‘(ﬁ billows gwell, the winds are high,
u’tudf' Overcast my wintry sky;

M f(“ the depths to thee T call,

Y fears are great, my strength is small,

f\)nlzlord'- the pilot's part perform,
] efe guide aud guard me through the storm ;
Cortmi e from each threatening ill,
A ok the waves, say, “ Peace, be still I
;‘L“St the roaring of the sea,
Y L‘“l Still hungs her hopes on thee;
I a“r;ﬁmt.mt love, thy faithful care,
it saves me from despair,
:‘Zi"l"“ of every shape and name
b, ;.,t}.le followers of the Lamb,
Ang 1“'_"\ ¢ the world's deceitful shore,
€4ve it to return no more.

lgh tempest-tossed, and half a wreck,

The,
M Saviour 1

Let o rough the tloods I seek
Dr(?ee'bt 1€ winds nor stormy main
¢k my ghattered bark again.

—Cowper,
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WHY I GAVE UP SMOKING.

BY A MISSIONARY.

I was a smoker, and the son of a smoker.
I began to smoke when I began to preach;
that is, when about twenty years of age.
Most of the preachers or my acquaintance did
the same : I thought it preacherly to imitate
them. I smoked during the time I was at
college : that was contrary to the rule of the
institution; but then the president was a
smoker too. Tn after years, however, when
we were having a friendly chat over our
pipes, he positively and solemnly assured me
that, if he had found me out, he would have
expelled me from the college instanter. When
about to sail as a missionary to a distant land,
Irecollect having the honour and felicity of
having, in a little room, not three miles from
Paternoster Row, in London, a pipe with a
veteran in the service, whese praise was and
is in all the churches. “A fine thing,” said
he, with a little Scotch accent, “is a pipe of
tobacco in a hot climate. Let me recommend
vou, my young brother, to take with you a
good stock of pipes and totacco.” You need
not ask me whether I'did so.  Tn the course
of time, however, when labouring as a mig-
sionary, I felt compelled, for the sake of ex-
ample, to become a teetotaller, and to throw
mysclf heart and soul into the total abstin-
ence movement; but still adhering to the
beloved pipe.

In a parcel of temperance tracts, which I
obtained from England, was one headed,
“Dost THov sMokE, BiLL?” I read it, and it
made me feel uncomfortable. Some copies of
it had got into circulation among my people
before T was aware of it. A fine black young
man came to me one day, and, after bowing
and scraping, and bidding me “good morn-
ing,” asked, ¢ Will massa please gie me one
lectle tract?”

“Yes, Quamina, and welcome ; which will
you have ?”

“ Dat tract called
William 77

(He thought it would be too vulgar, in my
presence, to say “Bill;” politeness led him
to say ¢ William.”) I gave him the tract;
but I felt Iwould rather he had asked for any
other than that, and my uncasiness was in-
creased. The tract was cvidently attracting
some attention. It was condemning, amongst
the people, their pastor’s habit.

One night soon after Quamina’s visit, hav-
ing knocked out the ashes of my last pipe,
before retiring to rest, a colloquy took place
bétween my conscience and myself, of which
the following is a faithful réport :

" Conscience.—You have given up all intoxi-
cating drinks, and youn have done well, Why
not give up that smoking too ?”

Myself.—I cannot. It is a pleasant habit,
to which I have been addicted for fifteen
years.

¢Does you smoke,
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Conscience.~—Does it do you any real good ?
Myself—I must confess that it does not,.
Conscience.—Is it not in a variety of ways

positively injurious to you?

Myself—1It is; both my judgment and ex-
pericnce arc against it.

Conscicnce.—Do you not, at temperance
meetings, feel that many of the argnments
you urge against alcoholic drinks tell with
almost equal power against the use of to-
bacro? )

Myself.—I cannot deny that I do.

Conscience.—How much have you spent on
tobacco during the fifteen years that you have
been a smoker? .

Myself —O, not much; I never smoke
cigars, except when some ship captain makes
me a present of a few ; they are otherwise too
expensive; the pipe is much more economi-
cal.

Conscience.—But how much has the pipe
‘cost you since you became a preacher? Try
to form an estimate.

Myself (after a long pause). The amount,

I find, is larger than I thought it was; I can-
not, however, exactly say how much it is.
_ Conscience.—But I insist upon knowing.
Honestly, now, can it have been less, on an
average, than two pounds a year, or thirty
pounds in the fifteen years ?

Myself ~I believe that will be somewhere
about it.

Conscience.—And how much; during the
same period, did you contribute directly to-
towards the spread of the Gospel?

Myself.—I really cannot tell; for I try not
to let my left hand know what my right hand
doeth.

Conscience.—Come, come ; none of that cant
and nonsense. I insistupon knowing. Call
to mind your contributions, and give me some
approximate idea.

Myself (after another long pause).
lieve about ten pounds.

Conscience (in a thundering voice). What!
only one-third of what you have spent upon
tobacco ?

Myself.—Only one-third!

Conscience.—And yet you are a minister of
the Gospel ?

Myself.—Yes, I am,

Conscience.—A missionary sent out to this
distant land ?

Myself.—Yes.

Conscience.—~Supposed, of course, to be a
very good man?

Myself —Yes.

Conscience.—And your business, as a mis-
sionary, is to try to make those black and
coloured people around you good ?

Myself.—Yes.

Conscience. — You tell them that their
money ir not their own ; and you utge them
to deny themselves, and to make sacrifices,
in order that they may be able to contribute
towards the support and spread of the insti-
tutions of Christianity ?

I be-
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Myself.—1 do. ) fel
Conscience.—A pretty fellow, then, you ot
During the time you have had the hono";es’

being a minister of the Gospel, you ‘C‘“’c
that you have yoursclf spent three time® di
mtch of God’s money on that worthless ¥
or; rather, that injurious poison tobﬂcc‘?;ﬂ,
you have given for the spread of that glor oX
Gospel; which you call * Heaven's BEST Bc 11
to maN!” And yct you have the face t0 ar-
upon others to deny themselves for that |
pose! Shame, shame upon you: ded-
Myself.—1 am ashamed and confou® Y
I scarcely ever felt more despicable 1’%‘“0‘
own cyes than I do at this moment. = .g
THIS NIGHT FORTH; I vow THAT I WILL NE
SPEND ANOTHER PENNY IN TOBACCO.
Conscience—Good, good ! stick to th .
you will be more worthy of your positio®
oftice. d qod
8o cnded the colloquy. Having askeCt 4
to forgive me the great sin of which nd
been guilty, and to graut me gﬂ“"‘;i st
strength to carry out the resolve I h8 Jthﬂ
made, I went to bed. The next day W”'i {b8
commencement of a great comflict. ving
usual times for taking the pipe, the CT8" gy
for it was very strong. I managed to” ‘l‘&in
it, however, by putting to myself a feW¥ fl‘,-t];
questions, such as; ¥ What is the mattcr ™
you? Why are you restless and unh# oth”
Have you a headache? «No.» A %%
ache? “No.” “Have you pain in any r:”"
of your bady?” «No. tAre you €0 g
“No. «Hot? «No. uAre you hunél’ g
“No. “Thirsty? No. «Then whY Lot
the name of all that is rational, dre yo“r the §
contented; and even thankful to Go_d)' o
exemption from pain which you enjoy ainst
In this marnner I lectured myself ﬂgiswd
the unnatural craving. Every time I re: ic
the appetite, I felt that 1 had achieved ale of
tory; that I was rising bigher in the 8% (0.
being; that my moral strength W85 © .
niented ; that I was getting more 1 ocon‘
mony with God’s laws and my Owng.rd to
science ; and that my example, in €62 4
the youths of my congregation, was l}ec%n
more worthy of me as a Christian mlsslwd;
and pastor. Ere long the craving c.e‘xlt«d!
the appetite died away ; I was emanc! ed 107
And now I would not be again cnslav post
“all the world calls good or great erﬁnce
devontly do I thank God for my delive  .g:
both from alcoholic drinks and from 107, e
Against them both Iam determiped t0
till I die.~=Canddian Independent.

aﬂd
at, ﬂd

———— e ]Ves'
‘We may mingle many a cup tor f’“rsir s
we may seek for blessing in this thitg foré

that, but all will fail to promote our ©

jon
and joy, we shall never find a full Porn(idl‘
blessing, unless the Lord himself P® =

portion of our cup.” Nothing but 67
satisfy the soul,
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SECRET PRAYER.

crest"aye’l‘ is the first of Duties. It is the
%knures homage to the Creator, man’s
- "OWledgment of his Maker. The Sa-

V]
o u: teaches us that men * ought always
ougp,l:‘ Y» and not to faint.” Mark the word

rof hus to pray is not left as a mat-
n Obl,"}’tl_on with any man, but is laid as
o Sation on all.  The obligation im-
“birjinls Supreme, personal, universal, and
8 1 will that men pray every-
']'f'}ﬂg up holy hands, without wrath
mgaol:btmg.” And wh.o shall question or
reaiﬂte()i “'}}zm l}]e Lord mlls?' “ Who h'nth
or b his will?”  None with impunity.
the 1 Wil is the highest of all laws, and
U)di:;%]les‘t of all reasons. It is the rule
eeq, th men in prayer, and th(f reason to
“Thisi for, and ‘enfm-ce the dJreotnon.f-
im tls the confidence that we have in
big oAb If we ask anything according to
“..1", he heareth us.”

It isl:}{ et is also the first of Privileges.—
the . © fubject’s audience of his Sovereign,
ehildpreople’s approach to their God, the
fraaq 1S access to their Father. Such
vi]egom of access is prized as a high pri-
Beople ¥ the people of God, by all the
of G, of God, and by none but the people
d‘lty (ﬂ’l Lt is their delight as well as their
“y ;s et pleasure as well as their practice,
It} 800d for them to draw near to God.”
8ooq g‘."'s Qrod by their confidence, and is
In n"' tlen'.own souls.  Itis their refuge
Moo their relief in trouble, and their
hogyy C 8t all times.  « Prayer opens the
g létand lets out gricf; and opens heaven,
by its N dU\Yn grace. It succours not only
the “exerc}s@, but by its success.” By it
M the to tain merey, and find grace to help
pirig olme of need.” And whenever “the
Perggy, true grace” is poured upon any
ang Se; Ouse or people, it is always shown
The Wan as a “gpint of supplication.”—
evidencm of a spirit of prayer, is a eerwin
be pra Cofa want of a gracious spirit.  To
Ta 5 ey etless is to be graceless. ¢ Because
o his % God hath sent forth the Spirit
Father »ohInta your hearts, erying Abba,
Ore f; 1 nd nowhere do they cry with
thay, wee om, confidence, and earnestness,
LI Rec:;.they % pray to their Father who

13

g

]lere
Rnfl q

Mac@,ef;,.logez i@ the place, and the chosen
secret prayer, In the closet the

children of God are most at home, most
confident, and have most communing with
their Father. In secret they can all speak,
can all pray to their Father, and can all
plead with their Father in heaven. For
there their mouth is opened; their heart ia
enlarged; their spirit is elevated; their
tongue is unloosed; and words flow apace
¢ while they pour out their hearts before
Him.” The fear of man does not prevent,
while the fear of God prompts and per-
suades to prayer in secret. Accordingly
secret prayer 1s a much more certain and
infullible mark of « the Spirit of adoption,”
than prayer in the family, the social com-
pany, or the great congregation. The
presence of the houschold, of neighbours,
and a regard of reputation, may help to
keep up family prayer. To be “seen of
men,” and the example of others, may
bring to the prayer meeting. The pride
of gifts and the power of utterance may in-
fluence public prayer. But none of all
these intluences ean operate in praying in
secret, where no eves sees hut the eye of
(God, and no ear hears but the ear of God.

Have you a closet of your own to euter ?
If you have, be thankful for this privilege.
Prize it, improve it, make it a Bethel. Be
sure to convert it into “a place where
prayer is wont to be made.” Enter thy
closet alone, that you may be in secret;
reverently, that you may pray; with a
“free spurit, that you may pray to your
Father;” regularly, that you may “cry unto
Him daily ;" and composedly, that you may
wait on Him without distraction.

A readiness to enter thy closet for secret
prayer, and a reluctance to leave it, is a
good sign, whereas an aversion to enter and
haste to leave it, is abad sign, of your spiri-
tual state and frame.  Should you at any
time feel such a spirit of aversion coming
on, and creeping over you, strive to shake
it off. Beware, be alarmed. ¢ Examine
yourselves.” Be sure there is something
morally wrong with you. For ¢ backslid
ing commences at the closet door.”

But if you have not a closet of your own,
you may make, or you can find one. Yea,
you must have a place «for praying to your
Father in seeret,if your soul would live and
prosper.”  Any place of retirement may
hear the name that will serve the purpose,
It you eannot be as retired as you would,
be as retired as you can. There is no plase
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too secret for your Father too see, or to dis-
tant for Him to hear. You may pray to
Him in secret from any place “out of the
depths of hell” ¢« And a praying heart
never wants a praying part.” Isaac found
one in the field ; Jacob and Luz; Ezekiel in
the plain by the river of Chebar; Christ on
8 mountain; Nathauael under the fig tree;
aud Peter on the housctop.

How qften, and at what times, you are
to enter ““ thy closet for secret prayer,” the
Saviour says not; nor do the Scriptures
anywhere plainly declare or positively de-
termine.  Why? Three reasous may be
assigned for this seeming silence: (1.)
Because a fixed aund positive rule would
have tended to repress thespirit and restrain
the exercise of prayer to these times, which
God wishes to be cherished and exercised at
all times.  (2.) Becuuse such a rule could
not apply equally to all men in all the con-
ditions and callings of life:  And, (3.) be-
cause such a rule is “as unnecessury as a
fixed and determinate rule to direct us
when we are to eat and when we are to
drivk.”  Our natural wants and appetites
are sufficient to regulate the one, and our
spiritual needs and desires are sufficient to
regulate the other.

But as the health of the body requires
stated seasous for food, so the health of the
soul requires stated seasons for secret prayer.
Nor is the auxious inquirer left without
pretty clear and certain indications of the
mind of the Spirit as to what these seasons
ought to be. Reason itself would say to
every one, that «the first fruiis” of every
morning should be presented as a thauk-
oftering to the God of our life, for preserv-
ing us during the dangers, the darkness,
and slumbers of the night; for raising us
up, 80 to speak, from a grave of forgetful-
ness, refreshed with sleep, and fitted for the
callings, the duties, and trials of the day;
and, that every cvening, prayer should be
made to God for the pardon of our daily
sins, and thanks rendered to God for our
daily mercies. O how careful should every

_one be that the guilt of a single day’s sins
shouid not rest on his soul, to blind his
miund, burden his conscience, harden his
heart, and offend his God. The dictates
of reason accord with the appointment of
“ the moruing and evening sacritice” under
the Law. 'Ihis legal appointment is coun-

tenanced aud recomniended by the language |
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of the Paalmist. Tt is 4 good thing ¥
shew forth thy loving-kindnessin the m?f“’
ing, and thy faithfulness every night
Now if this is a good thing=—good iB !

nature, in its tendency, exercise and effects
prayer every morning and night is sur

a dutiful thing, and incumbent on ali ¥ ?,
would not “restrain prayer bcfore Goo:
Is this duty performed by you?

David exemplified in bis own perso®
and exceeded in his own pructice, what 6
recommended others to observe and do
“My voice shalt thou hearin the mornivg
0 Lord, in the morning will I direct MY
prayer unto thee, and will look up. Eve?
ing, and morning, and at noon, will I pray’
and ery aloud; and he shall hear my voi¢®
Seven times a day do I privise thee, [ecaus®
of thy righteous judgments.”  Yen n
another place he says, « I give myself unto
prayer’—as if prayer were his chief, 1P
only exercise all the day long.  And what
was the practice of David's Lord in thd
matter? “1In the morning rising P 1
great while before day, he went out, alt
departed into a solitary place, and theré
prayed.  And when the evening was com®
he was there alone,”—aloue *‘ip a moud”
tain apart,” and alone in prayer. And ba8
not ¢ Christ left us an example that ye
should follow his steps,” in praying
well as in doing and suffering?  Can yo
be his disciples if you do not imitate hi8
example in observing these stated seasO
of daily prayer? Let conscience answe®
“ To him that knoweth to do good, &P

idoet,h it not, to bim it is sin.” Sin B

thus wilfully. But let your daily pray®
be, “O Lord be gracious unto us; ¥
have waited for thee; be thou our arm every,
morning, our salvation also in the time of
trouble.” ,
Let secret prayer be your first exerci®®
every morning, and your lost every night*
The God of your lite has a right to the
first and the last, and the best of your sef
vices. Give Him this right in your mor®
ing and evening prayers, and you will fin
it beneficial to your souls. It will preve?
the omission of your prayer from forge?
fulness, and preserve a habit of order 18
your devotions, % When ye pray, use B0
vain repetitions as the heathen do, but
order your cause before Him, and let yoU*
words be few. Think not you will
heard for your much speaking, but fof
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Z}?;l 'S;g?itual fervent praying. Pray with
ing alog and pray with the understand-
irrevere{1 € Careful to g‘uard against all
iug g ¢ and levity of mind, all wander-
o af, ct‘jVOrldly.thouglns. Avoud.coldn‘css
Whicl, “:‘11 which treezes, .and formality
wantbe?t‘fr"es prayer. Think what you
Aliggs Ote you make known your requests,
GOd’s FcﬂﬁC}loll ouL sonie part or verse .of
Praye, ‘:}'d"lls an excellent prepaartion for
%ﬂsid; Give ear to my words, O Lord,
By, wr my meditation,” ¢« Duv{d’s pray-
only 3¢ Heury, «were not his words
¥ but bis meditations: as meditation is
i St Preparation for prayer, so prayer
! e.. et ssue of meditation.  Meditation
anxig;'f)'el‘ should go together.”  Be more
Rogg » about «the supply of all your
' than about telling God all you
i ‘:‘; in plgadiug with Him, than in talk-
Uu: Out him.  And let your prayers for
sel, Your relatives, friends, and neigh-
ang 1’ ¢ direct and not circuitous, distinet
w0t Vague, particular and not general.
dia et your prayer unto Him,” as David
d, v .
oy, ift up your soul unto Hl‘m. Pour
for Your heqrt, hefore Him: Godis a refuge
uS‘”
"Ig you would prove yourselves to .be
Go, a‘ehles indeed, who have power with
Obtaidud prevail in the closet, and thus
ope ) the promised recompeuse of reward
¢ 0" yowrs must be the prayer of faith,
;?I)Ol‘lunity, and perseveraace. You
bray,
m(l') In faith, «The prayer of faith,”
308 not merely faith in God, the only
) Ter of prayer; and faith in Christ, the
oy Mediumn of prayer; and fuith in his
f, T geverally, as the rule of, and reason
' Prayer; bLut it means, specifically and
thecmlly’ faith in the promeses of God as
pr 8reat encowrngenients and incentives to
AYer Why are all the promises of Gud
Vel to us, Lut that we may embrace them,
Olvert them iuto petitions, and present
thé é)]e«'ld them at a throne of grace, i'n
1 m and full assurance, that faithful Is
« s Who hath promised, and will also do it.
- 18 exceeding great and precious pro-
anld’?«es are God’s bond for faith’s acceptance
fin Pleading; and it is answerable at the
L sight of faith’s presentation in prayer.
o Pleading in faith these promises given
U8, you sue God on his own bond."—
4 you know that “He abideth faithful:

He cannot deny Himself” He can no
more deny Himself than He can destroy
Himself. ~ He can no more falsify his pro-
mise than He can forfeit his throne. 1t is
as impossible for the true God to lie, as it
is impossible for the living God to die.—
“Toe prayer of faith,” says Hall, “is the
only power in the universe to which the
great Jehovah yields; He looks upon every
other power as more or less opposed o
Him; but He looks upon this as a confes-
sion of man’s dependance, as an apypropri-
ate homage to his greatness, as an attraction
which brings down his divine agency to
the earth.” ¢ Whatsoever things ye desire,
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them,
and ye shall have them.”

(2.) With importunity. Earnestness
gives energy and efficacy to prayer. This
you are taught by seriptural exhortations,
By the three-fold repetition and emphatic
gradation, « Ask—seek—kuock.” By the
explicit injunction, “continuing instant in
prayer.”  And by seriptural examples.—
The wrestling of Jacob; the erying of
David; of blind Bartimeus; of all the chil-
dren of God y the importunity of the friend
in the parable of the gospel; and Christ’s
“offering up prayers and supplications,
with strong crying and tears, in the days
of his flesh;” are all examples of impor-
tunity in prayer recorded for our encour-
agement and iwitation,  Such importunity
canugt be discouraged by obstacles, stifled
by repulses, or silenced by rebukes. It
only derives additonal euergy from the
exercise, and pleads the more fervently from
the delay.  And itis “the etlectual fervent
—the energizing—prayer of a righteous
man that availeth much.”

(3.) With perseverance. « Will he de-
light himself in the Almighty? Will he
always cill upon God ¢ The hypoerite
does call upon God, as a cloak to his
hypoerisy: he may call upon God for a
time, and even for a considerable titue; but
Le will not always call upon God. Why?
Just because he delighteth not in the
Almighty, The Almighty is his dread,
not his delight.  But the generation of the
upright seek Himj they seek llis fice and
[lis favour,  Delighting in God, they de-
light in His preseuce; and they delight in
prayer continually. They «pray always,
and do not faint. They continue instant

"in prayer. They pray without ceasing.”
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They never cease to cherish the spirit, to
maintain the habit, observe the ‘seasons,
continue the exercise, and improve the op-
portunities of prayer. “They watch unto
prayer.”  Accordingly, the aposile sums
and shuts up “the whole armour of God
in praying always with all prayer and sup-
plication in the Spirit, and watching there-
unto with all perseverance and supplication
for all saints,”  « All prayer” brightens and
sharpens, binds together and keeps together,
« the whole armour of God;” while it ob-
tains for all those who put it on, wisdom
to use it with skill, and power to use it with
encryy and effect.

« Long as they live should Christians pray,
For only while they pray they live,”

Such prayer will always be of much
avail with God, in obtaining blessings for
the suppliant, and for all those for whomn
it is oflered up. Is your prayer of this
character? Has it been of much avail to
you? Has it availed in obtaining for you
tokens of God's favour, a sweet sense of
forgiveness, *assurance of His love, peace
of conscience, jov in the Holy Ghost, and
increase of grace,” for duty and for dithi-
culty, for work and for warfare?  Caun you,
from your own experience, “bless God for
not having turned away your prayer, nor
His merey from you?” If you cannot—
why not? There is, thers must be, a cause.
The eause is with you, and in you. It is
an evil, a sinful cause. ¢ Ye have not, be-
cause ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not,
because yeask amiss.” There is something
amiss in the spirit, the manner, the motive,
or the end of your asking.  “That ye may
consume it upon your lusts.” There 1s
some secret duty neglected, some secret sin
cherished, some sccret lust indulged, or
some secret idol adored. «If I regard
iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not
hear me. We kunow that God heareth not
sinuers,—who yield their members as in-
struments of unrightéOusness unto sin, and
are the servants of sin.”  Sinning prevents
prayer from being heard, and will soon
preveat prayer from being offered. For
+ ginning will cither make a man leave off
praving, or praying will make a man leave
off sinning,” And the sooner the separa-
fion takes place between sinning and pray-
ing, so much the better, It cannot take
place too soon.

THE GOOD NEWS,

. an
Another reason why prayer i8 DO‘You

swered is,—Jt i8 not looked after. " .
ask, but you do not look for an apswer?
you seek, but are not careful whether v
object of yoursecking be found; you knoch;
but you do not wait to see whether t
door of mercy is opened. And if you ? r
so careless about your asking, is it V"Onder
ful if God should ot be forward to ans%®
prayers you have so speedily lost sight ot
apd forgotten?  Surely not. So acted ®
David toward his prayers. He not 0"{
« directed his prayer unto God, but of
looked up.” He looked up to see \?Vh"'ﬂl‘)is
God's ear was open unto the voice of
ery—whether He inclined his eat,y—# is
ear, aud hearkened to the words of o
mouth.  He looked up for an answé’ |
the prayer directed unto God. And
looked up for an answer with a hope 8
lively and an expectation as eager, his
eye was single, his faith was firm, and
ery fervent in directing his prayer ue”
God. ¢TI will hear what God will SPead'
for he will speak peace unto his peop'®s an
to his saints; but let them not turd agd!
to folly.” No wonder his expectatiod®
an answer to his prayers were not dls“g’.
pointed. ¢ Verily God hath heard ™ r'
He hath attended to the voice of my P23
Blessed be God which Lath nob.tw™%
away my prayer, nor his mercy from “]‘;:]‘
Go thou and” do likewise, and thow ®
have like success in prayer to God., "
Remember that the Taw of the kmgdo/
of grace is—ZLEverylhing by prayer t0
nothing without prayer. Accol‘k‘“‘gf o
this law, two alternatives are =et be'(t)h‘
you. The one alternative is; « Pray W]'n,
out ceasing;” and ceaseless praise for “O .
swers returned and blessings received. 88
“ prayer is the service of time, an pn;]e;
the employment of eternity.” The f)t
alternative is: A prayerless life heres
endless orying hereafter, where no g
ever comes, where no merey is ever sho
and no cry is ever heard, or ever answer,
See Prov.” i, 24-31. «If thou be % g
thou shalt be wise for thyself; but if
scornest, thou alone shalt bear it.’

1CJ

ap

re the
Throw all the miserable comforts of

world out of doors for rubbish, and cast 70
self upon the strength of God, and upod
alone,
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8abbath School Lessons.
April 27th, 1862.

JOSEPH DISCOVERS HIMSELF.
Gex. xuv. 1-28.

Lo seph Reveals humself to his brethren.
H‘:‘fee‘“lgs_ which he had long pent up, after
lOnv:r\O}S)t tonching appeal of Judah could no

!;n it ¢ restrained. Bn'tjust a8 the stream
n em()f\:erﬂnws the barriers hy which it has
imnetl ined rushes onward w.1th all the great-
Tap; leqsny. so did Joseph's feelings now
Cried ‘Thmnselws the more strongly. He

o deqi,:dluw every man to go out from me.”
o, ac't ed that 1\\6prt‘senoenfsh:apgms lm\zl)t
tatey as a check upon the (_»_\'hﬂntmn qf his
for cmal love.  Havin: obtained the wished-
S in tears.
Peter, on the denial of his Lord went
gy et bitterly, but Joseph's tears were

¥ feelin s quite different from those of
pe“tafl)OS”f‘. Peter’s tears were those of re-
tellder,fe,:md bitter SOTrow, Joseph’s those of
Ongq Me“ and joy. To put his brethren at
tellg ¢ their ease,” and to dispel their fears, he
e]()s“ree‘]n, “Tam Joseph,”” v. 3. This dis-

%Dciétp"\'over, oaly troubled them the more.

ith the}“wr Lis present position and power
Probg) trbhad treatment of him, they would
Ay ¥ '1'3\1}11')1: have stood in the
Whey 0‘?!?‘1',‘: Thus is the si.ner often troubled
8 Wit' O%us firat draws nigh him. Overwhelm-

the burden and wuilt of sin, he cries

Cter, « Dopart from me for T am a sinful
ro Lord" At Josepli's biddinz, his
q N eame near to him.
Somg,. S manner his kind intentions. To
hip, ; "t them he shows them, how in selling
Oyt the“ Fient, they had onlv heen working
@31 ms of an infinitely wise and raerci-

Ovorn, . Tl.w cansideration that the Almizhty
for his or of all thinas over-rules every event,
7 9% rlory and the @ood of his people,

tioy omt only he matter of stronz consola-
him i the heliover, but it should also make
ha,, i“d and forrivings towards those who may
heed t;’)ﬂ““}" way injured him. But let us take

e re Q”t We seek not to palliate our sins with
to hig ) Ctou that God makes them conducive
oy Y7 gracions ends.  On the contrary, it
Pen; Tender us the more deeply humble and
b and should cause us to seek that our
Jig g be conformable, not contrary to
bg“’ ;0111 we owe our all; for not accord-

Mgy . 200d which God, in his providence,
fce,y, Out of our evil shall we he judred, but

Notive]sng o our own conduct and heart-

€

'.h‘lul

" He commissions them ta invite hs

¢ He wept alond.” We

!

i
|

|
!

'

!

They doubtless [

i

i
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Sfather to come with themsclves and their
Samilies, and settle in Egypt.

He assizns to them the land of Goshen as
beinr the best adopted to their pastoral life,
and to keep them apart from the Euyptians,
who regarded them as an abomination. As
to the locality of Goshen the Bible does not
present any definite information, and the state-

€ could no longer refrain himself, v. 1. | m2nts of later writers can culy be regarded

as conjectural.  Jecob is not said to have
crossed the Nile in his passage to Reypt, nor
are the Israelitus reported to have done so in
their subsequent flizht from that country 3 and
from these circumstances it has heen inferred
that it was situnted on the eastern.bank of the
Nile. I'rom Ex. xiii. 17, compared with 1
Chron. vil. 21, it is probable that Goshen
hordered on Arabia as well as Palestine, and
that it was not tar distant fromn ihe Red Sea, we
may conclude from the passaze of the Israelites
out of Erypt. Tt was excealinuly fertile,
beinyg the ¢ best of the laud,” Chap. xIvii. 6.
“Ye shall tell my father of all my alory in
Euypt,? v. 13, Jesus wills that his beloved
may be with him that they muy behold his
glovy; Jno. xvii. 24, Phiwvaol's confirming
this invitation by his own anthority, would in-
duce us 1o helieve that, in this particular, as
well as in his previous tieatment of his
brethren to brinr them to rerientauce, Joseph .
was guided by special revelatinu from on high.
3. He disnasses them with (iberal presents.
We should be genervous and kind to all ac-

presence of | cording to the means which God has seen

meet to bestow on us, hut especially towards
our own connexions; if one does not show
kindness to his own household it i3 not likely
that he will do so to strangers. Jesus dismisses
poor pentitents from his throne of srace laden
with benefits; even in this liie, as a small ear-
nest and forctaste of the {ull inheritance,
which they shall afterwards enjoy in that hap-
py land, into which he, as their forerunner,
has already entered.

4. The effect of the intelligence of Joseph’s
being still aiive, and in @ prosperous condi-
tion upon Jacob.

His heart fainted, v. 26. The words o” hig
sons seemed to hitn but as idle tales, as did
the news of the women to the disciples on the
resurrection morn.  The Psalmist tells us that
he would have fainted ‘“if he had not believ-
ed,” Ps. xxvii. 13. When, however, Jacob
witnessed the wagrons, the proofs of his son’s
existence and of hislove, ‘ hissnirit revived.”
Sa may we also not doubt our Saviour’s love,
when we consider the many testimonies of it
he has already given us.

Learn—1st. That it is our duty, and should
be our delight to return good for evil ; Matt.
v. 44, Rom. xii. 21.

2d. That God's providence is universal ;
Dan. iv. 35. Matt. x. 29.
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in praviding for his people in a time of want.
1 Kings xvii. 14. Ps. xxxvil. 25.
e e - ——————

May 4th.
‘WOE! WOE! WOE! Lvke =xi. 37-54,

1. Jesus is entertained in the house of a
Pharisee.

The Pharisces were one of the three great
sects iuto which the Jews were divided in the

time of our Lord. They believed in the im-!

mortality of the soul, in good and evil spirits,
-and in the resurrection of the dend. Josephus
who was himself a Pharisee, informs us that
“they aserthed all things to Fate (or Provi-

dence) and to God, and yet allow that to act |

what is right or the countrary, is for the most
part in the power of man.”’ (Joseph. DeBell,
Jud.) They a's» believed that virtue would
be rewarded and vice punished in the future
state, To the word of (God they had added
the vain and endless traditions of the elders,
80 that they had “made the word of God in
vain through their tradition:” Mark vii. 13.
They affected great recard for outward ordi-
nances, claimed extraordinary piety and lived
austerely ; these circumstances gave them
great influence, especially with the common
people.  Pluminz himself on his habitual re-
gard to externals the Phavisee marvelled that
our Lord had not first washed before dinner,
v. 38,

2. Our Saviour's solemn and emphatic
denunciation of the Phurisees, and descrip-
dion of their character.

Ist. Their heart-wickedness.

They made clean the outside of the cup
and the platter, v. 39, They paid serupulcus
attention to personal cleantiness, and sought
much that their conduct should appear fair in
the sizht of others, but entirely neglected the
inner man— the soul; their inward part wes
full of ravening and wickedness. They forgot
that God is u spiiit. who ¢ trieth the heartsand
veing,”” Ps. vii. 9, and that tlerefore his law
must be spiritual a'so; that the hody is but
the servant £ the soul; and that the servant's
master, God will judge.  Raveninz, is an old
English word for destroying; with all their
paingtaking, thrn, the Pharisees were not al
ways successiul in concealing their internul
pollution, for despite of the fair covering with
which they endeavoured to conceal it, it would
sometimes mauifest itself; they destroyed
widows’ houses, and for pretence made long
prayers, Matt. xxiii. I4. ¢ But rather give
&lms of such thinss as ye have,” v. 14, Hav-

ing their heaifs cleansed, and their minds re- |.

newed, the internal change would manifest
itaelf in external works of love, one important
branch of which would be alms-giving.

THE GOOD NEWS
3d. The goodness and faithfnlnes of God |

2d. the undue importance which they, sl
tached to the outward ceremonies ot religio?’

The Pharisees tithed mint and rue, V- ¢
They attended to the small things but neg“fg
ed the great things of relizion. Their relig!
resembled the dead corpse, all the parts %% -
i man indeed are there, but the spirit is waﬂ“";
" Judgmient and the love of God, with thesé =
| luded Pharisees, were but trival and ‘ﬂll::n g
| portant matters in comparison with the WIS
! of garden herbs, as to many they aré 8 351‘1 a
the present day in comparison with & be! ar
candle, a surplice, or an altar. Our S8v1° d
. while he would not abrogate the deceﬂtg’em
lawful ceremonies of relizion, wouid have ¥ pers
ikept in their proper place. We must

' place first that which should be last.

3d. Their ostentation. b
They ‘loved the uppermost seats "'t;n
synagogue, and greetings in the marke 2)
They sought their own glory, not the glofysf,
“God. Their hearts heing perverted, theit "
fections rar in the wrong channel ; they Squgof
,the praise of man rather than the P
: God.
| 4th. Their hypocrisy.

| “They were as graves which i\ppe'm‘ed
i v. 44, They wished to appear quxte‘h e Are
| verse of what they really were. Ther
‘ cemeteries in the outskirts of our areat MmO and
' cities ornamented with walks and avenue® and
gaily bedecked with heantiful shrubs, )
flowers, but could we see throush this fa“i;i "
terior, but a few feet down what a shOF‘rhﬂj
spectacle would meet our gaze, un l';
skeletons, and worms reveling on l;f:eles 5
man forms in every staze of putre Fachotl-atmg
do all hypocrites appear to the all-pen¢tf

eye of Christ.

| nd
' 3d. The Jewish lawyers denounced @
their true character exposed. dee of
The lawyers professed great knowle u%‘ ded

the Divine law which they read and exP®™ g e
both in public and private to the ["‘Op_le' S
of these lawyers, who heard our Saviod p{ied
posure of the Pharisees, felt that it a]’;ss to
with equal force to Limself and the csus,
which he belonged; his remark to Jewerf“l,
45, drew upon them the ¢ quick and PO
word.

nofy"
ré-

I

1st. The lawyers’ injustice. of

Whilst they required a strict Obselrequ th‘?);.
the moral and ceremonial law of otV ity ©
kept it not themselves. They were gr{orﬂ‘ed
the very sins they denounced, and P
not the duties they enjoined.

2d. Their self-righteousness. crim®

They affected great grief for th‘; pect to
of their inihers, and great "‘3}1 om W
ithe memory of the prophets, w ught wit
' had persecuted and slain, They thO

vante
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the he confidence of self:ignorance, that they

] Mielves co !

no?}?s' Bul.they trusted in their own strength,
! the aid of Divine grace, of which they

.o 1ot their need, and the event showed how

re::gab]}’ they were deceived. Their sin
eiu ed g height infinitely beyond the most

Oug S oir 3 . )
Socuteq offences of their ancestors ; they per-

"*de and put to death the Lord of Glory.
*4- They kept men away from Christ.

iyn:i‘-“'hing ‘men that salvation was 1o be
kept th by. th.en' own legal righteousness, they
the e«fm nignorance of the yrospel. Christ
. omning and the ending, the alpha and
82 of salvation was not in all their preach-
ey spu;ht not the spirit of (iod to
na fl\ their minds in the things of God and
Other e them to explain these things to
Wakg | he'scnptures which were able to
sc“redmfn wise unto salvation they had ob-
had h by their glosses and additions.. Thus
o ‘l €Y taken the key of knowledge from the
Ple whony, they professed to teach.,
Phg. he manner in which the Seribes and
e»irT:sces were aff cted by this exposure of
TUe character.
our L8019mxx denunciation was pronounced by
0rd unon ull such characters. Instead of
ey 1ft't=“g themselves to Jesus as God, when
thoy,, €lt lh:\@ he was a ‘discerner of the
‘“fer?nts and intents of the heart,’ they were
dig n@d by his words to fury. = They
to otho,t’ like the Samaritan woman say
t i:‘S, “Come see a man which told me
to fp, 48 tl\iltf}\'e[‘. I did ;" but eagerly sought
Wik Something in his words for which they
”e accuse him, and put him to death, v. 54.
but An— 5t The Divinity of Christ: none
Chy. 2°d knows the thoughts of the heart, 1
: Psal. 7, 9.
1at we may appear fair to men, but be
able in the si:ht of God; Luke 18, 15.
l\e.:reat danger of self deception in
things 5 Jno. 9, 41, Tim. 3, 13.

Ing

enel’i.ghte

a‘)(;n;in
a1,
epil‘ilu&]
“v , — e -0 —_—
HAT 1S 'NVOLVED IN A JEW
CONFESSING CHRIST ?
“Wlmtevu

& Jew)) o«
D()mm“l ]

r displeasure,” (says a convert-
may arie in the minds of
i oy, Ax"is,t‘nans, when thgir relation_s
uls, :u‘)‘lnuj al out th‘e s:d\'a.Llon. of their
01t of " give up all for Christ, 1t falls far
one Vhat the poor converted Jew has
Worlg Ounte;
Loy & and confess in the Church, that the
N6 oq ¢us Christ is his Redeemer.
n ade

ron quately describe the sufferings,
W €cution N

% and deprivations of the Jew,

GOOD

uld never be guilty of such’
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der; he is s} urned from the parental roof,
detested, shunned, and excommmunicated
by every individlal of his nation; his busi-
ness, too, is quite ruined in consequence of
his former friends abstaining trom all

| intercourse with him, in secular concerns.”

. Such suflering this poor feilow was soon

called upon to endure.  His first troubles
came upon him at the time of the Passover.
“My wife,” says he, ““went to see my
parents on the day preceding the festival,
After the usual salutatioi. . my mother
said, ‘I have been informed of something,
which I hope is not true—that your hus-
band has been baptized.” My poor wifs,
being quite unprepared for such an address,
could only reply by saying, « You will sea
your son, and he will auswer any questions
you may wish to put to him.” My mother
continued, “Mrs, W, aays tnat we shall he
disappointed in our anticipsted enjoyment
of the holidays, for that our son Henry
(meaning myself) hos been baptized.—
My mother added, < If my son has becn
so mad as to act thus, I amn confident that
neither you nor your children will follow.
his examnple.” My poor wife returned home
quite cast down; she was hardly able to
utter a sentence, and I confess that I felt
sorely grieved, not becanse it was discover-
ed that I had openly confessed the Lord,
but that it was such a blow to the feelings
of my dear parents and triends, towards
whom, as well as towards all my kinsmen
according to the flesh, 1 entertained the
sincerest affeetion.

« I understood that my mother intend-
ed to visit me. She, however, gave up
her intentin, and the clder of my two
sisters came in her stead.  After a little
commonplace conversation, she said, « Mrs,
W. has inform:d me that you have been
baptized, but T cannot believe it.  Tell me
if there is any foundatioa for such a scan-
dalous report? 1 hope it is a false rumor,
and I shall be greatly rejoiced to find it is
80’ I was now put to the test, whether [
would deny Christ, and subject myself to
be denied before the Father of our Lord

» when about to publish in the | Jesus, or confess Christ, and be declared
.before His heavenly Father, to be one of
No i the sheep of 1iis fold.

I was not a moment
in deeiding what to do. <The truth is,
dear sister,” I replied, ‘that in the desire of

Lm_‘ ¢ erlists under the banner of the|doing all things to the glory of God, I

very eudearing tie is torn asun-

have received the ordinance of baptism,’—
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¥ had scarcely vttered the words, when my
r misguided sister, unable to réstrain
mindignation, at first gave vent to her
feelings hy a flood of tears, and then, as if
reproaching herself for her weakness, she
arose, and changing her countenance,
{which before had been placid,) to an ex-
pression of scorn and hatred, she said,
¢ then, sir, we must Lave done with you
for ever—you have made us all wretched
—we shall be ashamed to see any of our
friends; you have brought disgrace and
scandal upon us, and will bring the grey
hairs of your parents with sorrow to the
grave. If yourheartis not vet o hardened
as to be incapalle of being moved at the
grief and anguish you have occasioned
{'our aged parents; if you do not desire to
he an outeast froin your family, from your
nation; if you will serve the God of your
fathers, instead of being led astray by those
Churistian idolaters, I entreat you to tarn
away from them. You are but little ac-
quainted with them as yet. They may
appear favorably disposed towards you for
a short space of time; but they will soon
contemptuously leave you to deplore your
consummate folly in giving your society to
the heathens, in preference to that of God’s
chosen people, and the company of stran-
gers, to thosa of your father's house) I
endeavored (by appealing to her better
reason) to soothe her agonized feelings, and
assured her, that I did not look to man,
but only to God, T said, that the Shep-
herd of Israel was gathering hissheep into
his fold. She would listen to no more, but
turning away, instanutly left the house.—
After her departure, she gave vent to her
outraged feclings in a flood of tears, and I
was atterwards informed, tlat she was three
several times attacked with violent fits,
“This was a season of great temptation
to me; 1 loved my relations very dearly;
for in addition to my having for them a
natural affection, I now loved them for
Christ's sake, and for their soul's suke.~
But even had it been possible for me to
have loved them Leticr than T did, my love
to Jesus was paramount to all, for the love
of Christ constrained me to give up all for
Him, whom my soul loved. I now priy-
od earnestly that I might be enabled in
this time of sore temptation to stand my
ound, and that the word of God sown
I my heart might take deep root. My

THE GOOD NEWS

family were determined to leave o rfle’“ﬂ'
untried to win me back to them. o
mode of attack was cautiously plann® ';
they did not offer any violent oppoﬂt}::d
to me at first, for they expected that & .
would at once have put an end to thew
hopes of regaining me. They knew 'b;r-
much T was attached to my youngest s1° o
We were nearly of the same age, and fr?oﬂ
our earliest infancy, our mutual affect ]
attracted the attention of ail who knew %%
In our little joys and griefs, there W&
genuine sympathy of kindly feeling “"r
this attachment did not only exist 1 ©
early davs, but continued afterwards ““h
loyed by any misunderstanding, up t0
time when I was called upon to decid® -
tween the love of my Redeemer an
relations. Therefore, this sister was et
ed a most proper person fo be the bed o
of the wishes of my family regarding ml;éf
they thought that T could not refuse
any request, and that I should yield t(])l -
tears and entreaties. The morning fol'9
ing the day that my eldest sister cames'he
received a visit from the youngest. Iy
came in and looked at us most pIteOl"’el’:
then sinking down on a seat, cover®® ...
face with her hands and sobbed convuls®
ly, in & manner that would have beent,h on
tressing even to' & stranger; what
must it have been to a brother who
always shared her sorrows? We sat ue
80 many statues. I now needed 28 mm_m
as ever the strength of an Almighty b
to lean upon—my natural feeling® fesh
overcome, and had I conferred with pave
and blood, T should undoubtedly God
yielded in this moment of trial, but ¥
was my stay. 78
“ NZar]yyan hour had elapsed befo s
my poor sister could give utteranc® 00

o

-

like

word, Vain would any attempt © mwa!
be to describe her appeal to me. ently
delivered in broken sentences, now €%

o e ing?
reproving, DoOwW affectionately entl;z; 8

ghowers of tears continually preven oy
speech, ¢Oh, Henry, she said, ‘ if & _
that love remains which you have .y
shown to all your family, and pﬁf"’cing
to me, you will now grove it by S“vof oul
rom the disgrace and shame of %%

family abjuring the religion of g
fathers; you will assuredly break our :
if you do not relent. ooty 3

“] must here digress for 8 mome=? -
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:3?",“’9, that if a Jew has renounced his
8lon, and embraced Christianity or any
bem religion, if he recant, he may again
dwitted to the privileges of his nation,
i Performing some penitential act or acts,
s Lxed on him by the chief Rabbi, who
H.%mmfmly, but erroneously, termed the
Bigggy oSt To that personage my dear
" urged me to have recourse, that, bein
biou"? absolved from the reproach I.hag
Withg 't upon myself, I might be received
Tor Obeu arms by my fricnds, and be
ider endeared to them than ever. ¢ Con-
it she _continted, ‘that either your
© and children will share your disgrace,
tl\:g ‘eng restored to us, they will share in
Shejoy Your return will -oceasion to us all.’
Proceeded for a length of time in the
i :fftmin, but how shall T dexcribe the
N th::":' 0 etin which I wasnow engaged,
ings? Strugale I bad with my natural feel-
“ .
jng &y sister began to have hopes ( judg-

Point, ﬂ:")' silence) that she had gained her

ot heen
& Mistal

4t Ler appeal to my aflections had
in vain: she was, however, great-
en—I was silemly praying to my
of tl‘l:(t)hgwe me the spirit of wisdomm and

» 48 well as a door of utterance,

th .
th:t L migh speak boldly in the name of
Ord Jesus,

o bis g
Tom
ayg u‘:}’ apparent lethargy, and foarlessly
fesgion Siriukingly to withess a good econ-
°Wev;3 assured my dear sister that,
ang . ' &reat my love might be to her,
drgp, ‘MY parents, or to my wife and chil-
) OF any creature, the love I bore to
Othe, Zmed Saviour was infinitely above all
Wag . °'\Sldcl'al.|ons, and that all other love

. ag . Rl
lWe Nothing, when we are assured of His

Yumiy, lus’_His sovereign love, which is
Tig)g o With human passions—in short,
uceme[ir thav no eartbly power or in-
n av'l COllldﬂdm’w_me away from God,
®htrey: l.Our. Finding that her tears and
Wogg o had all been spent in vain, she
a’“'er)l l"}“P““‘L ¢ Henceforth (said my
%ew'ﬁ all abhor Christians, their very
Hbe odious to me.” Witk an aching
swollen eyes, she returned home
¥ Wiggio sad tidings of the failure of
?lni]y’ ":}‘l‘ to the other members of the
,%p-anxiet; Were. waiting her return in

“ k .
7 %0 sisters next paid a visit to the
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Rev. Mr. ~. They accused him of
being the chief instrument in leading me
to Christianity. He assured them that he
was not instrumental in any way in bring-
ing me to the knowledge of Christ. He
said, *When 1 first saw your brother, 1
found him a Christian already.” He then
took the opportunity of briefly laying be-
fore them the truths of the gospel, and al-
though they were not able to controvert
the proofs he gave them, yet, being so
tenacious of their own preconceived notions,
they expressed strong disapprobation of the
step I had taken. Mr. offered to go
to my parents, and endeavor to soothe
their agitated minds, and reconcile them
to the will of Providence; but his kind
and well meant offers were peremptorily
refused. M. related to me the sub~
stance.of his interview with my sisters, and
told me how much pleased he was with
their intelligent conversution, with the ens
ergetic manner with which they. entreated
him to restore me to them, and with their
respectful behaviour to him, althongh they
were luboring under excited feelings.

¢ Their next recourse was to try what my.
wife's faily could do.  Accordingly we
received a visii from ber brothers. My

i wife's family were always noted for the
The Lord was with me, | great wnaninity existing amongst them.—
Tace enabled e to rouse myself | Her eldest Lrother began by asking her if

lshc coull reconeils her mind to live with

an apostate.  Slhe assured them, that from
all sho otserved, she was - satistied that T
was sccking to walk in the paths of truth,
and holiness;, and added, *I cannot dis-
suade him. I then thought it right to
address a few words to him, in support - of
the choice I had made. He would not
allow me to procead, but continued ad-
dressing my wife, ¢ My purpose in coming
to you is this, if you will take vour chij-
dren away, and Jeave your husband, I wili
settlo a sufficient annuity upon you to sup+
port you comtortally Now as I have
before stated, they always attacked me
where they thought T was the weakest; and
krowing my altachment to my wifs and
children, they flattered themselves that I
would rather yield to anvthing, thai to a
separation froin them.  Here again they
were foiled. My wite roplied, I am read

to share with my husband in all circym-
stances, whether of reproach, contempt,

lud\.'emity, sorrow or sickness, or in any
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other way in which it may please God to
visit us.”  “Then,’ said he, ‘you are as deep
in guilt as he is, and perhaps you are the
worst of the two, for had you disapproved
of his conduct, he would not, probably,
have perseverad in opposing your wishes,
and renderin you unhappy and miserable.
They went away dejectad and sorrowful.~—
We were wondetfully supported in those

struggles, for however willing the spirit may {shall have peace, though 1 walk 10

be, the flash is weak, and we 1ust have
sunk under the weight of these etfrts, had
not the Lord held us up, proving the truth
of His own promise, that His grace was
suflicient for us.

(To be continued.)
SPLINTERS IN THE WOUND.

Why is your wound never healed I—
There must be some cauze, and the cause is
in you, not in (rod; you are to blame, it is
not your God that 1s to blame,

Perhaps you are giving way now and
then to temper. We have known anxious
souls, who were to be found attending
eagerly on ordinances, week-day and Sab-
bath, and yet were never nearer the point
of rest, and it turned out that all the while,
either at home or at their work, they were
giving way to irritation, and ill humour,
and sallen moods, and sometimes it was
envy they indulged, and sometimes evil
speaking.  They grieved the Spirit, who at
other times was shewing them the Lord
Jesus.

Perhaps you are very anxious abouf
finding Christ and grace in him, but withal
you are indulging yourself in something
of the flesh, living for your own eowmfort,
and not putting yourself to any incon-
venience for the souls of others.  Ah! this
sclfishness is a splinter in the wound.  You
grieve the Spivit, who shews Christ to the
soul, by wishing peace just in oxder to
spend it on yourself, and be more at ease.
Go out ‘of self, go and put to your hand, for
your neighbour’s comfort, for He will not
give you the heavenly gift in circumstances
that ‘would foster selfishness,

Perhaps you have Leen long anxious,
and more deeply awakened than most, and
yet are not at rest even now, because you
are a perron of a parrow soul, stingy in
your habits, niserly in your givings Reep~
g a fust grip of the world. Yum are

THE GOOD NEWS.

grieving the Spirit. How can you I;‘:t
upon our God who is altogether 1ibeT:s
and open, and frank, and genercus 19
givings? The brightness of His g:rll"'“t
ample bounty dazzles you; you cant? ot
lieve that he is so free in his” givind J f
because you could never imagine 3{"’}"
capable of getting delight in such giving
There were men of old who sally e
"
inagination of my heart, to add d"“':llfl:;y
ness to thirst” (Deut. xxix, 19)- ot
souglit peace, but would retain thrmef‘ a
ite sins.  Against cuch the Lord s# wld‘
his  jealousy would smite,” and he W
not spare them. (Matt.vi. 30). ad ¥
Or, perbaps the splinter in the Wo“c“ffy
sometiing in your business. YoU patP
on an walawful tiade, you indulge i? %%
practice; you dn as others do, tholl.' quch
thing s ‘not fair and wpright. "BY = s
things you grieve the Spirit, who 5 gy
Christ to souls that they may ¢ pti®
ever from all sin.  Would the m"""bamu’
Birmingham who, a few years ag® M b
factured idols, and sent them out W b
heathen, be likely to fiud the H"‘Y.u yor
leading him to peace in Jesus? W;M].ye
der seller of strong drink ¢ will th re the
to opium? Do you not see that ¥ 4id
Spirit to lead those men: to peace or
be sealing them in their vioe and
tion ? nter i
Once nore, in some cases the sp“n . ¥
the wound i3 the anxious soul’s YV"O‘, ocioV?
of Election. The anxious put this !:0 # I
truth in a wrong place, and s g
could find out whether or not 60!
ea to save me from all eteruiiy* staté
you grieve the Spirit by such @ and ¥
mind ; for he wishes you to know #
lieve, first of all. that Christ JeU3. g 0
sufferd for sins, the just fov the "n"‘,o.; L
bring us unto God.” He wishe? e
find out and be satisfied with f‘!“;wa yo*
plan of saving sinmers. He ¥ g
first of all, to be eatirely pleaﬂv‘l
beloved Son;, for then He is pleas®
you, and you may know that ¢
sen you, ont
Uuhappy soul! Have yov beeﬂ] ) B
those wlfg){uave often felt very k:‘;n yw:
o

.“wn
3 ! Noﬂr

have often wished to hate Ch"i;oo
if you are one who has tried t0 /Ty d
Brazen Serpent with the split o

woun{?— Rev. 4. A. Bunar

w“bwiﬁb .



