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GOOD NEWS,

A SEMI-MONTHLY PERIODICAL:
'DEVOTED to the RELIGIOUS EDUCATION of the OLD AND YOUNG

 GOD’S PURPOSE IN AFFLICTION;

OR

THE SCEPTIC BEREAVED.

There are some things which God does
to us, perhaps, with the simple object of
makiug us feel that He is God. Then a
controversy arises between us agd Him, the
isue of which is fraught with permanent
- tonsequences for good or evil in our charac-
tfm and condition. If some one in afflic-
»hon could express all that they think and
feel, they would tell us that they Jdo not like
the character and doings of the Almighty,
-8 they understand them. They wonld
sy We caunot belp this. Menmake im-
pressions on our minds according to their
- char'acter and conduet, These impressions
are involuntary. We (o not feel compla-
tency in the characacter of the Almighiy,
a8 we view it.”

Such was the sad, the fearful state of
mind in an infidel, as 1 was talking with
bim about the loss of his three children,
w. « died within a year and a half of each
other. His second child, a daughter of
seventosn, was drowned in a pleasure party ;

~,h3a eldest child, a son of nineteen, fell a
vietim to the cholera in & westorn city ; aud
now his infant and his wife had just descen-

ded into ouc grave. The child, a week old, |
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lay on its mother’s arm in the coffin. Se-
veral hundreds of people had been to view
the sight; and many a spectator grew faint
a8 he felt the hand of God in that dwel-
ling, and said, “ What desolations He hath
made in the earth!”

It was toward sunset on Sabbath even-
ing. 1had been on an errand, for a Minis-
ter, respecting the supply of his pulpit for
the evening service,and was coming through
one of the patks on my way home, whenI
met this bereaved husband and father strol-
ling listlessly alorg, looking dejected and
pale; and, when be saw me, he lifted his
eyes without raising his head.

« Which way are you walking?" I aaid
to him. He had formerly visited in my fa-
ther's famiily,and we were on pleasant terma.

4 Qh,” said be, “nowhere; I came out to
get away from myself, and from my tomb
of a house. Sundays are awful things to
a man like me.” :

« Well, now,” said I, « Mr. Winn, I was
praying for you last evening, if you will
excuse me for speaking of it; for nevar ia
my life didI feel so toward a human being
as | have felt toward you. Some lines of

No'&
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Crabbe have occurred to me in connection
with your wife’s untimely deatl:—

“ «Then died lamented, in the strength of life,
F A valued mother and & faithful wife; ¥

Not when the ills of age, ita pains, its fare,

+" 'The drooping spirit for its fate prepare,

P | But all her ties the strong invader broke
fInall their strength, by one tremendeous
"B stroke.'

F Taking out a little Bible which I always
carry with me, 1 said:—

«In thinking of you, last evening, I tur-
ned and read these words of Jeremiah in
bis. Lamentations, which, it seemed to me,
you could so appropriately use:
~ ««] am the man that hath seeu afflic-
tion by the rod of His wrath.

*¢ He hath led me and brought me into
darkness, but not into‘light. ’

« Surely against me is He turped ; He
turneth His hand against me all the day.

<My flesh and my skin hzath made me
old; He hath broken my bones.

¢+ He hath builded against me, and com-
passed me with gall and travail.

«:He hath hedged me about, that I
cannot get out; He hath made my chain
heayy. A

«+«He was unto me a8 a bear lying in
wait; and as a lionin secret places.

«« He hath turned aside my ways and
pulled me in pieces; He hath made me de-
solate. '

«¢ He Lath beut His bow and set me as

a mark for the arrow.
«+ He hath caused the arrows of His

. quiver to enter into my reins,
. - “+He hath filed me with bitternesa; He
hath wade me drunken with wormwood.
« ¢ He hath also broken my teeth with
gravel stones; He hath covered me with
asher. :
«« And thou bast removed my soul far
off from peace; I forgat prosperity.’
“You could hardly express your trouble

in so many and such various terms Mr, W,

'They all apply to you ; and what a. book

THE GOOD NEWS.

the bible is, containing everything suita-
able to each casel”

He made no remark ;.and I added— -

“ Job, too, was brought tomy mind by
your bereavements. All his ehildren were
cut offt” - ‘ .

“Yes, but his wife was left. She was
not much, I am inclined to think; yet he

‘had somebody to talk to, and to be with him.

I wanderall over my house, and there is not

.one place where I feel that I can sit down.

It is haunted by some association, or it
seems 80 lonely that 1 change the place
but keep the pain. Ob, Mr. M, if 1 had
the management of affairs, I would not ex-
cruciate men in this way.”

*¢ He doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve
the children of men,’” said I.

“ Willingly or not,” said he, “itis done;
and how can I think well of One who does
this? Now, I am" a rational creature; I
have sense and reason ;I am not a machine
or beast, I must judge of things as ‘they
are, and I cannot bow my affections to a
Being whom I cannot love. I suppose
that I am worse than people in general in
thicthine, but I eannot help it, mv feelings
are involuntary.” '

“T do uot think that you are worse than
people in general, by any means,” said 1,
“in having these feelings. Thousandshave
them who do not express them as you do.”

“Now,” said he, that is the only decent
thing that has been said to me this’ fort-
night past. My relations are all Presby-
tenans, church-going people, aud they
think me a regular blasphemer.”

“ But,” said 1, «it is a poor compliment
to say that you are no worse thau thou-
sands who, like you have a carnal mind,
which is enmity against God; for it is net
subject to His law, neither indeed can be.”

*That is rather plain language,” said he.

“You certainly are pot the man to bk
offended at the truth, Mr. W., after utter-
ing yourself as plainly as you haveto me
respecting the Most High!"

.
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*“ Did Isay,” said he, « that I was an A

-enemy to God? 1 take it that I may feel
- atepugnance to a character, and yet not be
‘an epemy to the man who beats it,”

I replied ¢ “If 4 man thoroughly dislikes
his wife, with a settled aversion, is not his
mind enmity to her! Yet you would not
call him her enemy. Bat suppose a man
to be utterly opposed to the measures of a

_king, and that he refuses to submit to him,
and neglects every duty toward the govern-
n}ent, talks to others against it, and bis ac-
tions are in opposition toit ; isnot he justly
called an enemy of the king?. Sm‘e.}y he
wopld be treated as such, under whatever
name he. might be airaigned,”

* He might,not be a

the king,”said he. - personal encmy, to

_ “Aave &ll-*purposes‘oﬂoyaity heis are-

téelll;i s: z:ll)‘}::du How remarkable it is that
this, « Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
and " thou shalt love tly neighbor.”y Goc;
@k% religion, that 18, our duty, to consist
n_:, and flow from love, Would it have sa-
tlsf.ied you, had that deai ton of vo;xr's
written to you, saying, « Father I am not
.your enemy, but I {eel utter repugnance to
{;; I do not and T cannot love you {
at “:f you sh.oukl have waid to your wife,
ot Im::ﬁm‘r:!'e.; Tamnet your eunemy,
- condu{t, 1% Porove of your priuciples
o o and take no pleasurein you?

‘ you feel towarq ‘God.”

“Well, T know I o syig
man may. be pefectly Justified in feeling
toward his wife, a son toward his f, o8 S?’

« Justified,” said I, e

“ If the churg st ]
the father and the wife are really s::: ::

x?hwe tfliena!gd minds assert.  Allow that
‘I the judgment of Competent people wili;;li
-;):t number, they are, oy the contrary, e;n-
ently lovely and good, what would ’th b

N pr?‘ve a8 to the son and the husband.” '
* It would prove the men differ l.xonestr

J sbout the same things,” said he

8aid he; « ang o

P the whole moral law in
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I replied, « If a little child at table says
« Mother, my milk issour,” and the mother
tastos it and finda it periectly eweet ; and
the child still insisting that it is sour, the
mother hands it to twe or thres grown peo-
ple, and they also say it is perfectly sweet,
what then ¥

“« Why,” s1id he, laughing, «gither the
child’s taste is out of order, or its out of
temper"' VL

« Mr, Winn,” said I, taking a tortoise-

i shell eandease out of my pocke’, and draw-

ing forth alittle key, “There is the key of my .
litsle daughter’s coffin, -as lovely a caild as.
ever drew. the breath of life, my only child. .
God took heraway fiom me. Your children -
and your wife were your all.  Agves and
my wife were my all; my child is dead, and
my wife is hastening after her. The bitter
sorrow awuits me which you have drunk to
the full. * How does this make me feel to-
ward God.?” _ . i

« 1 should like to hear,” inte.upting we.

« Mr. Winn,', said I, « it makesa e say,’
« Whom have T in heaven tut Fhee ¥” and
Jiereis nene upon earth that I desire beside .
Thee. My flesh and my hegr. failath, but
God is the strength of my heart, and .my
portion forever.’ ” o

« T presume you do not mean, by ail
Cuat, that you love Him batter than before:” -

« Better than before?” ea'd 1. «There
is no compuiison that does justice to the -
¢we; 1 love Him, I worship Him, 1 :erve
{Tim, so far «s my desires are concerned,
as1 neverdil. + Though II:  slay me, yet
will Itiustin Hu”

« It is a mystery 1o me,” siid be, ¢ and T
sappose it is to you. 1t must be what you
call sovereignty, or election.—someth'ng
over which you haveno control”’

« Why,” said I, ¢ you said just mow,
s peaking of yourself, ¢ Tam & rational crea-
wure; T have rense and resson : I am not a
machine nor a beast.” Wil you allow ‘m
30 be the same in these respeets as your cfr
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Bk Then,” said he} how does it happen

that you and I view the same thing in such

a totally different Light” ,

¢ Neither you nor I, nor any other ‘man,”.

said I, « is the standard of truth. There

i8 a common standard—the word of God.”

I wish I had more confidence in it,,’ said
he, interrupting me. .

« How improbable it is, Mr. W.,” said I,

« That a benevolent God would leave his

creatures without some common standard

of truth, which would be the arbiter among

the contrary judgments and moral senti-
ments. This argument in favor of a Di-
vine revelation convinces me that the Bible
is the word of God, He who gave us the
maguetic needle, He who has made the
buman hand and the eyp with such wise
and benevolent adaptedness to our wants,
would not, He could not; fail to supply us
with such a means of instruction and
comfort as a revelation from himself. He
knew that the greatest desire of His crea-
tures would be, to have authentic informa-
tion of the character and the wishes of the
Being who holds them at His will, and of
the way to please Him,—to say nothing of
other things, which would make a revela-
tion indispensable; There must be such a
revelation, Mr. W. Did not the astrono-
mers, witneesing the perturbations of Ura-
nus, 83y, ‘ There must be a planet beyond
him to account for these disturbances ¥—
Did they not calculate where the undisco-
v world must be, and settle its distances,
and we}iffht., and orbit, by rules which re-
quired all which they afterward discovered ¢
1 eay that snch a system as that under
waich men live requires that there be a Di-
vine revelation, if there be a benevolent
$God.”

“ Oh,” said he, ¢you go too fast and too
far. Ihavenot settled the point that there
is such abenevolent Being.

$ My dear friend, uu% I, you cannot
mean that sufferings counterbalance all
those proofs which Dr- Paley, for example,
in his Natural Theology,’ quotes from every
side to show the goodness of God in the
whole structural economy of animate and
inanimate things.”

¢ How shall I account for it, then, that I
am &n exception ¥ said he,

THE GOOD
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. *1 deny that you are,’ said 1’ ¢ You:
could not count up the number of those-
who have suffered as much as you. That
peculiar trials should have fallen to the lot
of any is to be exemplified hereafter, and
not perhaps in this life: an old writer says,
¢Quarrel not with God’s unfinished provi-
dences?  You have no doubt that your
wife and little child are gome to heaven,’

He made no reply.

¢ Your other daughter too, 1 learn was a
Christian. Suppose your son also, have
been prepared to die; and suppose, now
that you could look in upon your whole
family in heaven, would you feel that some

eat calamity had happened to them f—

ight not some there say, What family is.
this! Whom has God loved and honored
80, that He has transferred them together
here? There they are, a constellation of
four stars in the firmament of heaven,
known by some name, perhaps and as beau-
tiful to spectators as the Southern cross, or
Pleiades, with_a vacant place in their ar-.
rangement waiting for you.’ i

¢ That makes my presentloss and pain
1o less,’ 8aid he. .

‘But,’ said I, ¢ seventy years are a small

art of our whole existence. God may
ave judged that the very best way to

secure your usefulness here, and your eter-
nal happinese. was to take all your famiy
to heaven. There you may see that the
greatest kindness God ever bestowed upon
you was to bereave you, and thus to keep
you from having your portion in this life.
He broke up your nest, and took you on
his wings, and bore youabroad. He isnow
seeking to win your confidence and affec-
tion, that He' may save you. Are you
aware, my dear sir, that God loves you ¥

«Hecannot be what you say Heis, if He
can love me,” said Mr. W.

¢« Because He is what He is, He loves
you with infinite compassion ; but not of
course with complacency. - His feelings to-
ward you are those of infinite benevolence.

You will be as welcome to His favor,
and to eternal happiness as angy man, I -
am persuaded that - the peculiarity of
your afflictions is a proof of peculiar regard
for you; God is making peculiar effort to
save you. Do not frustrate them. These
clouds may be full of mercy. How much
your family in heaven must love you |—

i
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How must that dear wife long to show yon
the litte babe which, has become perfect in
beauty! Oh,can you bear to think
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there is a better Scripture for you: * Now
the God of hope fill you with all joy and

i i ievi bound in
f being | peace in believing, that ye may &
separated from them forever, Mr. %V?’ hope through the power of the Holy
‘I don't wee butI must, said he, ¢ If

all you say is true’ )
*No one but yourself will be to blame if
Yyou are not saved,” I rephed. <God has
used the severest method to detach you from
earth. He now admonishes you, by what
you have suffered, that future and endless
seperation will be intolerable. Speaking to
the Israelites, He tells them of their suffar-
ings when they shall be separated from their
children by enemies in war. ‘Thy sons and
thy daughters, shall be given unto another
e, and thine ayes shall look and fail

with longing for them all the day long.'—
How insupportable is home-sickness to &
husband and father ina foreign land, think-
ing that the ocean lies between him and his
home, What weariness and restlessness
you feel now, a8 you miss your wife and
children. The world is a sepulchre to you.
twl:h“ woulg)g:\;l do hex;at‘t.er. to find that

qy are ther in heaven, and, yo
bumwl}:dﬁ frIom them ¥ you
‘ » I wish that I had 'never been
born,” said he,’ aud if there were such a
thing as annihilation, I would soon find it.”
¢ r be a happy spirit in heaven
through eternity, as you may be, said I.

* The time will come when you will look on
all thess troubles with a peaceful mind.—
1love to &

ay thoss words to myself: « Thou
which bast showed me A

reat and sore
t;:i\;ble, shalt quicken ngle again, and
g me u i
bring, me rt.l!)x again from the depths

Thou shalt increase
Tay greatness, and comf

ort méon every side.’
1 shall not wonder if I see ygu e;;:iy: liiea
happy home, your feelings ‘mellowed and
chastened by affliction, and you in posses-
sion of rich joys, and exerting great influ-
once by reason of your experience. God

‘maketh sore and bindeth wup: He
woundeth’ and His hands make whole.—
*He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea,
n seven there shall no evil touch thee’”

18 countenanec began to brighten; and
bo said—« Hope is a blessed medicine af-
ter all; Pondera shut down the lid of her
box in good time when she kept Hope be-
hind, after she had let out all her lagrues.”
“That is & good fable,” said 3 “but

Ghost. Wha}: a name that is, Mr. W,,—
« the God of hope.

t'}:‘l‘el am glad Ipliet yor.” said he. “ I
begin to think that I have been very fool-
ish. There's no use of being so stubborn.
1 have stood in my light. 1fI had done
better I might have escaped these trou-

”
ble?‘.:.I am glad to hear you bemoaning
yourself saxd L« Now turn to God, my
dear sir; humble yourself to Him—for He
js God, and you but dust ‘Hu.mble
yourselves, therefore, under the mighty
hand of God, that He may exalt you in
time.” ” )

d“?‘ Whether He exalts me or not,” said
he, in & somewhat excited way, which star-
tled me, “ you have made me feel t’l,mt 'I
have a duty to perform. Walk in,” said
he, as we came to' his door. He rang the
bell. A middle-aged woman opened the
door a little way, and peeped out, know-
ing that she was alone in the house, and
feeling suspicious of every one who came
v ‘l‘ti want you to go with me, ¢ said he,
¢ to the spot where my wife died.”

The chamber was a little darkened, the
blinds being partly shut. The full bed
with its snowy whie drapery, had an afflu-
ent look. The door of a ceder-wood clc:—
get stood open, and there hung a lady’s
dresses making me start at the thought of
my intrusion into such a sanctuary; while
I remembered, too, what mournful r?hcs
they were to this bereaved man. A little
feature in a sad scene frequently occupies
the shief place in ourthoughts,and here my
eye caught on the sleeve of a dress which
hung out, with the bend in it made by the
wearer’s arm | How sick at heart did I feel;
and what I should say to my friend in my
frame of mind, 1 did not know, wl}en‘I
was surprised by the sound of his voice in

ayer.
P a'T[ylooked rouud, and he was at the fur-
ther side of the bed, kneeling, and lifting
up his folded hands upon the white cover-
lid. I shall never forget his wo.rds.
stole round and kuelt at somo distance
from him, while he said—
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™ « Oh, God, it is all right. 1 am a sin-
ner. | mn glad there is One who is migt-
ier than 1 am, and has conquered me, a
rebel, and brought me to His feet. Oh,
how much it took to bring me down. It
is all right; I yield; do with what seems
good..- For the blessed Jesus’ sake, have
merey on a poor desolate, lost, miserable
sinner. Pleasa do not let me suffer so for-
ever. Save me from myself. Oh, my
wife ! iy wife! my children! Ineverpray-
ed with them. 1 might have ruined them
if they had lived. God! Thou hast snatch-
ed them away from their wicked father;
and now, ol if God means to save the fa-
ther too—what a God He must be, and”"—

Here e fell into incontrollable sobbing,
and buiied lis face inthe side of the downy
bed.
™ After a while I ventured to follow Lim
in prayer, connending him to the Infinite
Friend and Saviour of sinners, leading him
in my supplications to the Lamb of God
which taketh away the sins of the world.

I shall always believe that, in that mo-

ment, he was reconciled to God through
the death of His Son. On that spot
where his wife ascended toglory, he fouud
eternal life, so that I said with myself,
* How dreadful is this place! This is none
other than the house of God, and this is
the gate of heaven.’”
i “Mr. M.,” aaid he, ‘1 shall sleep here
to-night. I have always been afraid to
eome _into the room. Now I should love
to spend my days and nights here. Ol
what a God He 1s. Do you think he can for-
giveand forget all iy wicked words against
Him? When He has been trying to do the
very best thing for me, what a shame 1
should be treating Him so. How is that He
spares men foactas 1 do 2 Oh if I don't
spend my life better in making people love
Him? How came He to send you to e
in the park?  You must have had areve-
lation. It could not have been an accident.
Let me sce that card-case again.  The lit-
tle key fitted the lock on my heart, and
you got into it.  How old was she? Do
tell me all about her.”’

‘We were summoned down to his tea-
table, though I had already taken tea be-
fore leaving hemo. The table was beau-
tifully and richly spread.

“Thege initials on this china have an
interesting tale, I suppose, to you.” said I.

-~ LN R
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“MrM.,” said he,*T am in a new world.
Eeverythfug is changed. When 1 took
up these sugar-tongs,and saw these embos-
sed initials of my wife’s name, a pang
went through me; but it was followed, for
the first time, by a feeling of peace, and
even of joy. I have something to live for
now. God ix better than family, heaven
is more than earth; to do good is all that
life is worth. Do help me, and ret me at
work. Have you net some pocr people
that I can visit? If any of them are in
trouble, let me kuow it.  Excuse me, you
asked me ahout the china,—I hardly think
of anything that belongs to this world.—
Yes it came from Hamburg,—a wedding
present from her mother; but how it has
lost its value to me in a day. How little
she cares for it.  'What are all these trca-
sures worth ¢ I have property, yon know,
but it conld not give health nor save life.
My house is full of valuable things, and
now 1 should be willing to give them all
away, and be a missionary, if I were fit.—
Do tell me everything about that little key.
I suspect, by your carying it with you, it
has had some great effect upon your feeling.
Now I think of it, I know the underta-
ker has one that belongs to me.. Yes, it
was locked, I am sure,” said he with
thoughttul inclination of his face; *the
coffin was locked before I eame out of the
tomb, I remember, I heard the little click.
I must go to-night,—no, I will 2o to-mor-
row and get that key.”

“ Do so,” said I. “You willfind it to be
the richest, and most useful treasure, next
to the Bible, which ever came inio your
hands.”  And after much comversation [
bade him good-night. :

“Gor bless you my dear sir,” said he.
“Do not regret, leaving me alone now ; the
house seems full of God.  Yon have done
good to one miserable sinner; keep on and
God help you to bless many like me.”

What a walk was that to my house! 1
took the little key and bathed it with kisses
and tears. Dear little Agnes, you have
done great good already by your death.—
“ 0 Lord, our Lord, how excelint is Thy
name in all the earth, who hast set Th
glory above the heavens. Out of the mouth
of babes and sucklings hast Thou ordained
strength because of Thine enemies, that
Thou mightiest still the enemy and the
avenger.”—AGNES, AND THE LITTLE KEY.

—-— i




THE MINISTER'S TRUE LIFE
AND WALK.

The true minister must be a true Chris-
tian. He must be called by God, before
be oan call others to God. The apostle
Paul thus states. the matter: “ God hath
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ,
and hath given to us the ministry of re-
conciliation.” They were first reconciled,
and then they had given to them the
ministry of reconciliation. Are we recon-
ciled? It isbut reasonable that a man who
is to act as aspiritual guide to others, should
himself know the way of salvation. It
has bean frequently said that « the way to
heaven is blocked up with dead professors;”
but it is not also true that the melancholy
obstruction is not composed of members of
churches only. Let us take heed unto
ourselves |

As “ the minister's life is,” in more than
oue respect, * the life of a

ministry,” let ng
speak a few words on ¢ ministerial holy
lmng.”

Let us seek the Lord ear
!xeart‘ be early seasoned with Hig presonce,
it will savour of Him all day after,”
i‘Blshop Hall; Psa. v..&, vide Hebrew).—

et us see God before man every day—«1
ought to pray before seeing ‘any one.
Often when I sleep long. or meet with
otheis carly, and then have family-prayer,
and breakfast, and forenoon ea'lers, often it
1s eleven or twelve o'clock hefore 1 begin |
secret prayer. 'This is a wretched systgm. ‘
It is unseriptural.  Chyigt rose befors day,

and went into a solitary place, L

) Famlly-prayel loses much of itg power and
sweetness; and I can do ng good to thoge
who come to sesk for me, The conscience
feels guilty, the soul unfed, the lamp not,
trimmed. Then, when secret praver comeg
the soul is often out of tune. 1 fee] it fa;
better to begin with God—to see His face
first—to get my soul near Him before it
18 near another, . It is best to
have at least one hour alone with God,

fore engaging in anything

[ olse. At the
hame time, [ must be careful not to reckon

communion with God by minutes, or hours,
or by solitude” (M‘Cheyne.)

Hear this true servant of Christ exhort-

ing a beloved brother——« Take heed to

ly—« If my

* THE GOOD NEWS

thyself. Your own soul is your first and
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greatest care. You know a sound body
alone can work with power, much more a
healthy soul. Keep a clear conscience
through the blood of the Lamb. Keep up
close communion with God. Study like-
ness to Him in all things. Read the Bible
for your own growth first, then for your
le.” .
e?‘pWit,h him,” says his biographer, « the
commencement of all labor invariably con-
sisted in the preparation of his own soul.
The forerunner of each day’s visitations
was & calm season of private devotion
during morning hours. The .walla of his
ohamber were witnesses of his prayerful-
pess—I believe of his tears as well as of
his cries. The pleasant sound of psalms,
often issued from his room at an early
hour. 'Then followed the reading of the.
Word for his own sanctiﬁcatlon'; and few
have #o fully realised the blessing of the
first psalm.”  Would that it were so with
us all!  « Devotion is the lite of religion—
the very soul of picty—the highest em-
ployment of grace,” (Bishop Hall). It is
much to be feared that “ we are weak in.
the clos:t,” (James). .
Let us s-e communion with God as.
manifested in a youth of about twenty.—.
Jawmes Janeway writes of his brother John:
« T once hid myself that I might take the
more exast notice of the ntercontee that I
judgel was kept up between him and
Gol. Bat O what a spectacle did 1 see!

s Surely «wman walking with God, conversing

intimately with his Maker, and maintain-
ing a loly dumiliaity with  the great
Jehowal. Mothought I saw one talking
with God.  Methought I saw a spivitual
merchant in a heavenly exchange, driving
a rich trade for the treasures of another.
world. O what a glorious sight it was!—
Methinks I see him still. How sweetly
did his face shine! O with what a lovely
countenance did he walk up and down—
his lips geing, his bodz oft reaching up, as
if he wouid have taken his flight into
heaven! His looks, smiles, and every
motion, spake him to be on the very con-
fines of glory. O had one but known
what he was then feeding on! Surely he
bad meat to eat which the world knew not
of” This is to live indeed. 'What. 8 re-
buke to our cold devotions! This is walking
with God. :

The biographer of the Rev, W, H.
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Hewiteon begins his memoir thus: «To
restore a common-place truth,” writes Mr.
Coleridge, “ to its &irst uncommon lustre,
you need ouly tramslate it ito astion.—
Walking with God is a very common-
place truth. Translate this truth into ac-
tion, how lustrous it becomes! The phrase,
how hackneyed !—the thing, how rare! It
is such a walk—not an abstract ideal; but
a personality, a life—whbich the reader is
invited to contemplatein the subject of this
memoir” O that we would only set our-
selves in right earnest to this rare work of
translation!

It is said of the energetic, pious, and
successful John Berridge, that «com-
munion with God was what e enforced in
_ the latter stages of his ministry. It was,
indeed, his own meat and drink, and the
banguet from which he vever appeared to
rise” This shews us the souree of his

{ stren If we were always sitting
at this banquet, then it might be recorded
of us ere long, as of him, *“he was in the
first year visited by about a thousand per-
sons under serions impressions.”

To the men even more than to their doe-
trine we would point the eye of the
“inquirer who asks, Whence came their
success, and why may not thesame success
be ours! We may take the sermons of
Whitefield, or Besridge, or Edwards for our
study or our pattern; but it is the indi-
viduals themselves that we must mainly set
before us; it is with the spirit of the men,
more than of their works, that we are to
be imbued, if we are emulous of a8 ministry
a8 powerful, as vietorious as theirs. They
were spiritual men and walked with God.
Tt is living fellowship with a living Saviour,

which, transforming us into His image,
1its us for being able and successful minis-
a8 of the Gospel. Without this nothing
clse will avail. Neither orthodoxy, nor
iearning, nor eloquence, nor power of ar-

vment, nor zeal, nor fervour, will accom-
plish aught without this. It is this that
gives power to our words, and persuasive-
ness to our arguments; making them either
as the balm of Gilead to the wounded
spirit, or as sharp arrows of the mighty
to the conacience of the stout-hearted rebel.
From them that walk with Him in holy,
bappy intercourse, s virtue seems to go
orth, a blessed fragrance seems to compass
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them whithersoever thoy go. Nearness to
Him, intimaey with Him, assimilation to
His character; these are the elements of a
ministry of power. When we can tell our
people, We beheld His glory, and therefore
we speak of it; it is not from report we
speak, but wa have seen the King in His
beauty—how lofiy the position we occupy !
Our power in drawing men to Christ,
springs chiefly from the fulness of our per-
sonal joy in Him, and the nearness of our
personal communion with Him. The
countenance that retlecta most of Christ,
and shines most with His love and grace, ia
most fitted to attract the gaze of a careless,
giddy world, and win their restless souls
from the fascinations of creature-love and
creature-beauty. A ministry of powar
must be the fruit of a holy, peaceful, loving
intimacy with the Lord.

. “The law of truth was in His mouth,
and iniquity was not found in His lips:
He walked with me in peace and equity,and
did turn many away from iniquity,”” (Mal,
il. 6.) Let us observe the connection hero
declared to subsist between faithfulness and
success in the work of the ministry, be-
tween a godly lifs, and the “ turning awa
many from iniquity.” The end for whic
we first took office, as we declared at or-
dination, was the saving of souls; the end
for which we still live and labour is the
same; the means to this end are a holy'
life and a faitbful fulfilment of our ministry.
The connection between these two things
is close and sure. 'We are entitled to cal-
culate upon it. We are called upon to
pray and labour with the confident expee-
tation of its being realised; and where it
is not, to examine ourselves with all dili-
gence, lest the cause of the failure be found
in ourselves; in our want of faith, our
want of love, our want of prayer, our went
ol zeal and warmth, our want of spirituality
and holiness of life; for it is by these that *
the Holy Spirit is grieved away. Success
i3 attainable; suecess is desirable; success
18 promised by God; and nothing on earth
can be bitterer to the soul of a faithful
minister than the want of it. To walk
jvith God, and to be faithful to our trust,
13 declared to be the certain way ofsattaic-
ing it. O how much depends on the holi-
ness of our life, the consistency of our
character, the heavenliness of our walk and
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sonvemation! Qur position is such, shat
W4 cannot remain neutral, Ourlife canmot

8 one of harmless obscurity. We must
Sither repel or attract—save or ruin souls!
Hovy loud, then, the call, how strong the.
Totive to spirituality of soul and eircum-
pectnans of life! l!low solemn the ‘warp-
10g against worldly-mindodness and vanit
against levity and frivolity, against neolyi:
gence and sloth, and eol fom:mlity!

Of all men, a minister of Chrigt i o5~
pecially called to walk wich God. Every-
thing depends on this; his own peace at'xyd

y h;s own fature rewar at the coming
of the Loxd, But especially does God
pomnt to this as the trye and sure way of
Becuring the blewing. Thisis the gl:zy;nd

trial succos, Onpa who

Becret of minis
walks with Gol re‘?ects the light of his
2on & benighted world: and

f&h:gl}(zer.lﬁe walks, the more of :his\,lig’ht
b i'reh.ecb; ()xfe who walks wit, Gol
o a ‘l:i very air apd countenance ;
ke _sl«?ra.nty and holy Joy that Jdiffuses
quility around. (Qp, who walks with

recelves ; .
eror h:cene.-t and mparts life whitherso-
. goes out of Lim

y A3 1t 18 weittay, o
ehi iv iving.
all flow rivers of hvmg water.,” H, ig

Rot merely the worlg's J;
orely t ) ght, but the world’s
fountain ; dlspensmg the water of life 01;3

every side, . i
¥ side, ang making the harren Wa:les
0830m a3 the rose. He waters the

Pot cme_rness 38 he movey aloug his
Sxamle & blllse. Huf life is blessad; his
sod: b Werg:s::;ie; bl'lus interconrse is bles-
b \ > Olested ; Lis mipgsgry |

ossed ! Soyly Are saved, sinnerg ar ') N
verted, an} many are t ° ot

P arned fro thej
lniquity,— Wor fom thejr
So&ls. ¥y ds  to the inners of

- ;vu-m—-» e~

MaN's Cargr END."-—Lady Hunting.
l_011 Was one eveuing on her way to a brﬁ-
hant assembly, whoy suddenly, tliere darted
nto her soul theso Words,—« Man’s chiof
eni is to'glorify God, and toenioy | o

Y the ‘Westminste;
(;'om that hour, her
: anew centre. T
gulty, trembling sinner—hithe oy occupilelg
.y *;: Poor self—gazed on thy face of
Who had died for her; and as ghe

zed, b i
E‘m @ conscience found peace, and her

& satisfying rest. Y i
ying res der future 1if,
b‘fame one “living sacrifice.” ’

The Ivy.

“The ivy in a dungeon grow,

Unfed by rain, uncheered by dew;
The pallid leaflets only drank
Cave-moistures foul, and odours dank.

“But through the dungeon-grating,
high, '

There fell a sunbeam through th&%&"{‘,

It slept upon the grateful flovr
In silent gladness evermore.

“The Ivy felt a tre:nor shoot
Through all its fibres, to the root :!
It felt the light, it saw the ray,

It strove to blossom inte dav.

¢ It grew, it crept, it pushed, it clomuy—

Lonz had the darkness been its home;:

But well it knew, though veiled in
night,
The goodness and the joy of light. §

« It reached the beam—it thrillel—
it curled—

It blessad the warmth that cheers the
woild;

It rose towards the duugeon bars—

It looked upon the sun and stara.

“Tt felt the life of bursting spring,
It heard the happy eky-lark sing,
It caught the breath of morns and

eves,
And wooed the swallow to its leaves.

“ By rains, and dews, and sunshinefed,

Over the outsr wall it spread;

And in the daybeam waving fres,
" It grew into a steadfast tree.

“Would'st know the moral of the
rhyme !
Behold the heavenly light and climb!
a1 €very dungeon comes a ray  ~*
== Of God’s interminable day !"

TR

[CHarLRs Mackay.
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Heart Blindness.

I once saw a man walking along the
edge of a pretipice as if it were a plain.—
For anvthing he knew, it was a plain, and
safe. He was calm and fearless, not be-
cause there was no danger, but because he
was blind. .

And who canrot now undsrstand how
men 80 wise, so cautious inmost things, can
go #0 securely, so carelessly, even so gaily
on, as if everything were safe for eternity,
while snares and pitfalls are all about them,
and death may be just at hand, and the
next step may just send them down the in-
finite abyss! Oh, we see it, we see it—
they are blind !

A Dblind manis more taken up with what
he holds in his hand, than with mountains,
ocean, sun or stars. He feeis this; but
those he can neither touch nor sce.

And now it is plain why unconverted
men undervalue doctrine, saying that «it
i8 no matter what a man believes, so hia
heart is right;” that “one doctrine is as
good as another; and for that matter, no
doctrines are god for muchy” and that
“thev don't believe in doetrinal preacning,
at any rate.”  They, forsonth, they ! Llind
WOrms, pronouncing eontemptuously, of the
stupendous heights and glories of God’s
revelation, where alone we learn what we
are to believe concerning Him, and what
duty He requires of us.

RIBH plain, too, why thev se¢ no pre-
ciousnessin the promises, no glory in Christ
no beaity in holiness, no arandeur in e
work of redemption: why they make a
mock of sin, despise Gori's e Hor iy,
brave His wrath, make Loht of the blood
of Christ, jest at death, and push headiong
on certain perdition.  They are blind. So
the Scripture sponks, They are Dlind
people that bave aves, Having the under-
standing darkened, Leing aliensted from
the life of God, throueh the ignorance that
i8 in them. heeuuse of the blindness of their
heart.—So there s such n thing as heart
blindne s, m well as blindne s of the bodily
eve.— Blind Burtimeus.
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«1 HOPE TO GO TO HEAVEN.

Doubtless you do, dear Reader. If you
are professedly a believer in the word of
God, if you give credit to its statements
concorning a heaven of everlasting happi-
ness, and a hell of everlasting misery, we
wonder not at your desiring to obtain the
one, and your wishing to escape the
other.

But what is the nature of your hope, and
upon what ie it founded? Are you able
to say, as one has well said—

“ My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness:
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name,

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand.”

God speaks of the “hope of the
righteous which shall be gladness.”—(Prov.
X. 28.) And of the « hope of the hypocrite
which shall perish.”—(Job viii. 13.)

Thousands, alas! may we not say tens
of thousands, profess to entertain a hope
of going to heaven, while, at the same
tinae, they are pursuing a course the very
opposite of that which the word of God
declares will conduet thither. The words
“ 1 hope to go to heaven,” in the mouths of
such persons are vague and unmeaning
words, KEven during their utterance con-
science is giving the lie to them; it spesks
plainly, and aays, « you are without a title
to heaven, and without fitness for it."—
What is a hope like this worth? What is
it but the hope of the hypoerite which shall
perish ¢

Reader what is youwr Lope of heaven?-
Thiuk not to make God a liar by framing .
for yourself any other path to heaven than
the path marked out in His word. If vou
do, fearful is your mistake, and unutterably
fearful will be jts consequences.  The way,
the only way to heaven the word of God
declires is by Christ. The Lord Jesus,
Christ himself declares, “1 am. the way

oo =z..wr..; !
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the truth, aud the life. mo man cometh
unto the Father, but &y me."—(John xiv.
16.) 'The very first step in this way is to
come in your true character, and that is az
u guilty, loat sinner, to the feet of Jesus,
and there to plend for the full, free, perfect
sidvation, He has pledged His word to be-
stow on all those who thus seck it.

It is only as you are cleansed from the

deep poll ttion of your sins in the bloyd of

Jesuss it ;
us; At s nuly as vour nuked soul is clad

in ighte it

the rightesusness of Jems; it is only as

0 . - . . . )

y ulare dwelt in by the Spirit of Jesus,

and : IR .

" are fhf}) i,rmg:ng’ forth the fruits of

e Byirit in your hife,

good grounds sgy
- v ?

heaven.”

that you can upon
" “l hope 1o go to
e eider, bewme, as vouvaluet]
appmes of vour peve
of Luiliin, '
¢ buwilding your hoy
other foundation—
are building on

r dying soul, beware
e of heaveu on any
(1 Cor il 1) If '\'o‘u
Iy warn you -0““5' 0L14xe1‘, thm'\ we solemin-
are il ? u‘m'c only tritting.  You
four g with God, you are trifling with
ot :t;‘)n“;i 1);:1( are trifling with heaven and
holl s i Pl:‘“eﬂs- ):ou are trifling with
der, m‘i‘ke'r e‘ndmg torments.
hal’P'mes»——-elel-l.u(md"'“yo‘ll‘ soul—eternal

AL b misery ¢ ¥
trifling concernsg? Whgn‘ thA‘leb theo
ey become

such, then—>but not ¢;
: 1 ; 3 t;n 1h —~—wi v
]lu'shﬁ:tble 1n asserting vagu(::lly \:‘nl:}:)m} e
i{; ,uz)md on a foundation that ’will c?\if;“{ff-
e ngthmg when exposed to the sear::l:' .
vof the judgment bar—«{ Lo o
to heaven.” be o go
T ————t e
cmﬁ d]; ;‘f:'y’:qood g;d every perfect gifi
’ Lown from above. The pres
ecodle i greatest
o (xbi ::t{esl.m us do as much depeud on
» 83 the light dves upon thesun.  When

thou lookes 1
. J(ﬁtent upon thy wmglom thou must
o B(me 18 wisdom, but it is from above.
Chriag L\e.\\:eak‘ lovs working towards
and o » VUt 1t is from above.
the omfort, and Jreace,
i owers of parad
nature’s garden,”

’ Here is jov,

we, bt these are all

me\;N they never grow
hen a soul |

s ' i looks

w ml‘;}i:’: iill th(fse costly diamouds with

though T seart iz decked, he keeps low,

18 graces are high.— Brooks.

\ aher\( :”
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To the Aged

Silors on a long voyage driuk to
« Frienls astern” uautil they are half-way
ov.r, when they begin to drink to ¢ Friends
With me it has been «Friends
ahead this Jong while™—wrote oue who
'has since dropped anchor in ths « fair
‘ havens” of everlasting rest.  How i it with
you, dear friends? You are getting on in

yews: ons by one you have many tokéns
ltlmt the voyage of life is nearly over, for
x“the young may die, Lut the oul wmnust,”
{and perbaps, for you who read these words,
the end is near much nearcr than you
"think.

Lot me then ack, and let your own
tll\’:ll‘tﬁ answer honestly, az in Goi's pre-

Cconen— How s it with yon 2 Aveyou }onk-

Ling back, or looking forwarl? leaeing your
[ treasire, or going to it?—in other words,
|is your heart taken up with the tlings of
this world, the world vou are leaving, or
is it fixed vouder, where true joys :T3 to
be found ? for where the {reasure i3, there
will the heart be also.  Are you saddened
and depressed by the thought of having to
Jeave this woild so soont or does * the
looming of the hills of glory.” (ss adying
satlor expressed it,) cheer your goul?

Dear unconverted friends—we are sad to
think that you have no bright home to look
forward to—no dear Saviour Friend, wait-
ing to welcome you there: we are #ad to
ibink of this ptiful werld being your
portion here,~—and hereafter “the black-
ness of darkness for ever,”  But it is not
tgo Jate cven now to come to the Saviour
_thank God it is not. Come then, Just
as you are, worn out in the devil's senice,
a long li%e wasted in the weary works of
sin or of self-righteousness, (bcth equally

goul-destroying,) come 700, and Jesus ovr
Saviour will in no wise east yor on’. Tell
Him your sins, yonr foaig, your misery
your weakness; cast yowself on his fove;
ou will find He is the very friend you
want—able, aye, and willing, to blot out
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all your sins, eomfort you in all your sor-
rows, and, as your heart and flash fail, to be
the strength of yourheart and your portion
for ever.

Dear friends who kave believed through
grace, try to live out your blessedness more,
that those around you may see Low true is
the word of your God—that the righteous
shall Lold on his way and grow stromger
and stronger, that while the outward man
perishes, the inward man is renewed, day by
day.
{Iappy believers, well may the thought

of “ Friends ahead” delight your soul, for
yeot a litile while and you will have come
“unto the city of the living God, the
. heavenly Jeruanlem, and to an innumerable
company of angels; to the general assemn-
bly and church of the firstborn which are
written in heaven, and to God the judge of
all, and to the spirits of just men made
perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the
new cavenant.”
Surrey,

S. R.

- S--G>

Christ Before You.

“It is one of the traditions of the age
of chivalry, that a Scottish king, when
dying, bequeathed his heart to the mest
trusted and beloved of his nobles, to be
carried to Palestine. Enclosing the pre-
cious deposit in a golden caze, and suspend-
ing it from kis neck, the knight went out
with Lis companions. He found himself,
when on his way to Syris, hardly pressed
by the Moo of Spain'  To animate him-
self to supernatural efforts, as it were, that
he might break through his thronging
foes, he snitehed the charge entrusted to
him from his neck, and flinging it into the
midst of his enemies, exclaimed—¢ FortH,
HEART oF Bruce! as thou wast wont, and
Douglas< will follow thee or die?”  Andso
he periched, iu the endeavor to reclaim it
from the trampling, feet of the infidels, and
to force Lis way out.—Even such will you
feel your own position to be, when encoun-
tering the hosts of heathenism. Your
Master’s heart has flung itself im advance
of your steps. In the rushing crowds that
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withstand you, there is not one whom that
heart has not: cared for and pitied, however
hostile and debased, unlovely and vile,—
It is your bnsiness to follow the leadings of
his heart, and to pluck it, as it were, from
beneath the feet of those who, in ignor-
ance and emmity, would tread it in the
dust.”"— Dr. Williams.

Salvation,

Salvation! what a glorious plan,
How suited to our need!

The grace that raises fallen man
Is wonderful indeed !

"Twas wisdom form’d the vast design
To ransom us when lost;

And love’s unfatheinable mine
Provided all the cost.

Strict Justice, with approving look,
The holy eovenant seal'd ;

And Truth and Power undertook
The whole should be fulfill'd.

Truth, Wisdom,Justice, Power and Love
In all their gloty shone, _
When Jesus left the cotitts above,
And died to save his own.

Truth, Wisdom, Justice,Power and Love
Are equally displayed;

Now Jesus reigns enthron’d above,
Our Advocate and Head.

Now sin appears deserving death,
Most hateful and abhorr’d;
And yet the sinner lives by faith,
And dares approach the Lord,
Mivtow.

- - T e - T R
There js one sure way of giving fresh-
ness and importanee to the mostcommon-
place maxims—that of reflecting on them
in dircet reference {o our own state and
conduct, to our own past and future being,
~—[Coleridge. o

In order to learn, we must attend: in
order to profit by what we have learnt, we

must think—that is reflect. He only
thinks who reflects.—[Coleridge.



_THE GCOD NEWS.

Steep Your Seed

Beloved, there is one reason why we

‘thould pray, those of us who are engaged
in the Lord’s work in any way, because it
“ is prayer that will ensure success” Two
labourersjin God’s harvest met e:";ah other
once upoa & time, and they sat down to
‘compare notes. One was a man of sor-
rowful epirit, and the other joyous, for God
bad given him the desire of his heart.—
" The ead brother said, « Friend, I cannot

understand how it is that everything you
do is sure to prosper. You scatter seed
with both your hands very diligently, and
it springs up, and so ragidly 100, ﬁm;, the

reaper treads upon the heels of the |
and the sower himself aoaj the heels
of the next reapor.ma Havesommi o no

L havesown,” gaj
WD e,
* 83 you have done, i b

you haye and I think 1
I have been Just as diligent ; 1 thinkctzttl) ig

:((;ﬂm}:l:’sg);e;; dt:«ia sz:ltlm, for we have labour-
nt
the seed has been “ibe same quality. on

of the same quality, for
I have found mine where you get ;oi’rsf—

the common

th 0on granary. But alas, d,

til:qnd, mine never springs up. rlnio;% it.

aeelt! :s llx:x I sowed upon the waves, I never
Tvest. Here and there a sickly

blade of wh i
oiad di<l)i wx?t‘asga Imhave discovered with great

reward for o1 h, but I can see but little

my ]abo »
long together, for t.hom;rothThey talver

;;her;fore he sought to comfort this mourn-
lng rother. They compared notes; they
ooked through all the rules of husbs,mdl
and they could not solve the myste wlvly,'y:
0ne was successful and the other IH):)ured
In vain. - At Jast one said to the other,
I must retire” « Wherefore i gaid the
2th<lalr, “Why thid is the time,” said he,
“g en I must go and steep my seed.”—
teep your seed ” said the other. « Yes,
Iy brother, I always steep my seed before
N nl(t;w it. T stexp it till it begins to swell,
germinabe,_ and I can Almost see &
gl(‘)?leli bladfa springing from it, and then
y o now it speedily grows after it 4s sown.”
nt o said the other, “ but T understand
you:v At you mean. How do you stesp
e st:gd, and in what mysterious
- ure?™  « Brother,” said he, «it is a
"position made of one part of the tears
agony for the souls of men, and the
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other part of the tears of a hol ny
which Pwrestles with God in rayzr aﬁlm
mixture if you drop your in it, hath a
transcendant efficacy to make every grain
full of life so that it is not lost.” The
other rese and went on his way, and forgot
not what he had learned, but he began to
steep his seed too; he spent less time in his
study, more time in his closet; he was less
abroad, more at home; less with man, and
more with God. And he went abroad and
scattered his seed, and he too, saw a har-
vest, and the Lord was glorified in them
twain.—Spurgeon.

CHARACTER IS POWER. !,

It is often said that knowledge is powar
—and this s true.  Skill or faculty of say
kind earries with it superiority. to &
certain extent, wealth is power, and rank i
power, and intellect is power, and genius
has a transcendant gift of mastery over men,
But higler, purer, and better than all,
more constant in its influence, more lasting
in its sway, is the power of character—
that power which emanates from a pure
and lofty mind. Take any commuhity,
who is the man of most influence! To
whom do all look up with reverencet Not
the *smartest” man, nor the cleverest
politician, nor the it brilliant talker, but
he who, in a long course of years, tried by
the extremes of prosperity and adversity,
has approved himself to the judgment of
his neighbours and of all who have seen
his life, as worthy to be called Wise and
Goop.—Anon.

PULL IT UP BY THE RQOT.

« Father, here is a dock,” said Thomas,
as he was at work with his father in
the garden; “shall I cut it off close to the
root #”

« No,” replied his father, « that will not
do; I have cut it up myself wany times,
but it grows again stronger aud stronger.l
Pull it up by the root, for nothing else wil
kill it.” ’ )

Thomas pulled again and again at the
dock; btit the root was very deep in the
ground, and he could not stir it from its
place; so he asked his father to come and
help him, and his father went and soom
pulled it out.

PO
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“«Thin dock: ruvot, ’.l‘homas,r said his
father, “ which-is au evil and fast giowing
weed in a garden, puts me in mind of. the
evil things that grow ro fast in the héarts
of children. A bad passion, even when
found out, i hard to be removed ; it is no
use to tiifle d\'ii‘h it; ihere is uo way to
overcome and dustroy it but to it u
eroon ¥ to pull it up by

“You have often seen in our garden,
Thomas, that when the weods are allowed
to grow, thev spoil all the plants and
flowers that grow near them. é:)it is with
evil passions i the hewrt of a child. If a
littls boy is ill-tempered, we must not ex-
pect to find in diw good humor, cheerful-
ness, ihauk'ulness, and a desire to make,

happy. Aund alittle gir! who is idle'
. A.ﬁ.!ﬁ:l‘l.eed not oxpect o ﬂng‘ industrious,
~mept, - or cheeriul.  As weeds injure the
flqwert, <0 bad pa-ious will injure good
~ qualitich.
pirents, and derpires the comunaundumien's
of Gud, we might as well lcok for a e
or u'tuhp g & bed of nettles, as hope to tind
in his hont thyse gruces and good desires
that we love to see growing m. Now,
this i8 quitc a suftivient reason wi., all Lac
puesions should be pulled vp b Lo root.

“ Evory bad hubit, every ovil pes-don
which triubles you, you sliculd try with
all your heart and mind to o-e:ceuie; you

$Glup.  Lui as you
W but weukuess,
. Wiglty friend vho
He can take from YWl Wearts éh‘“é’“fo:‘.é’ of
sin; aud this is the ol way of deatroying
it, a8 wo Lave d«‘:-.r{ayed'ihe dock b:‘
pullmtir ;t wp by the root”—-- Christian

Faith ix the chanpivie of «race, and the
nuree ; but humility is ike Lewuty of grace.
Be clothed with hunility. The Giroek word
mports that hunslity is the riblon or
striny: that ties tegether all those precious

poails, the rest of thegrace.  Tithisstiing
: t, they are all ¢cattered.

' Grace a:rows by exere'se, and decays by
disuse, Though b.th arma grow, ye tha
which & man mo.t uses is the stronger ;
g0 it is both in gifis and girces. In birds,
the wings which hive been used most, are
awe sweetost: the application is casy.

If & child is wndutiful to Lis |8

THL GOOD NEWS.

THE IDOL AND THE EYED DOLL.

The following anecdote was related to me
by a membcr of the English family of
whom it speaka.

There had gone out from the city of
Manchester, England, a missionary and his
wife to thoee fair but miserable islands of
the Puific, the Samoan group. Clildren
were born to them in duoe time, to call forth,
more effectually than ever, the sympathy
and affection of those in England who
“held on to the rops,” as Carey said.—
And a little missionary sewing circle wis
ferined in Manchester, to make up & box of -
clothing, comforts, and memorial gifts for
these fur off fiiends in the sea.

When this became known in the house-
holds, an old famil; servant who bad spent
thirty years of her life with them, and had
grown in that time to be one of them,
reatly desired to send some present that
would be prized by the little oues, the
elild. e of the children she had nureed and
loved, wud TVlowod into their willing exile
with Des ‘e and -Llessings. So she
bouglit @ hanicci e doll—one of those
medurions L. etiuctions whieh open
aud shud thade vyos oo o olight biat,—then
& windrobe with a
greucronty thab cuowel Lo convietion that
dolly at ieast ave not evujee: w vanity.—
Moruing-dressee, and welcing-dresces, din-
nor-Cicsses, aud bal-diceses, basques, caw
dinals, etc., elc, umil it was neceseary to
provide a scpatate ruuilor bex to be en-
closed in the lurger cne, that the rich ariay
might not be marred on the way.

'bile this kindly little enterprisc was
growing up in England, another doll had
made 1ts appearance in Samer.  Roman
Catholic privsts arrived there, bent, vie fear,
more upon defeating the Protestants, than
converting the natives to Clrist. They
obtained some slight fo)tholl, and opened
their wares, not the Jerst important of
which was an image of the Virgin Mary.
Doubtless its dresses were also rich, and
Hg {remee fair; bat, alas, its eyes were
fixed.

"I'he priosts and this object of their wor-
ahip were still under discursion, when it
wus noised ubroad that the English people
hid received o box of gifts from thoir own

couniry. Fur and widethe ﬁdiu&:e read,
and all sorts of people crowded thither to
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see these strange and beautiful things.—
ong other matters, the doll of course

¥as not forgotten by the children ; she was

brought forth in her brilliant attire, and

Put npon the display of her accomplish-
ments. The eyes silently and rapidlypshut
and opened, to the admiration of untutored

Pok’nema. -
nd now, unbidden b the missi i
bat Pprompt and clear, czme this :1‘:1&"11)6:{
unanswerable reasoning: “ We have seen
tl‘lszgod of the Roman Catholics, we have
2hﬂdseet.x the plaything of the English
ey Ton; the plaything opens its eyes, but
® ayes of the Catholic god are fixed:
%’hr:der is the plaything of the Protestants
n the idol of the Ro
must the God of the

::i: ;:n; hgi of these thoughts upon the

mind » hz:?ﬂg that t};’e priests could
ecover. uence, but were ylye

lutely driven from the island b\‘" Ftr)‘; l.]l)uﬁ-

evangelization of the ) .
nally aided by the qire b W thus sig-
—Am, Me”);ng:r f’ld servant’s kindly oift.

—,——

AN INCH OF TIME.

of England, wlw dy-
‘An inch of time'—
aninch of time " Poor
g on a splendid bed;
to have a new dress
}:en thougang dresses
er feet g ki
which the sun never sets :—bu]::ﬁd:?-onf
no value then. She had live -
years, but had put off preparation for eter-
NIty to the last. That which should have
¢ccupied her who

‘ le lifetime, was crowded
nto 3 few moments;

ing, she crieg eut,
Millions of money for
woman! she wag Iyi
she had been used
every day; she had
in her wardrobe, at

d for seventy

and when it was t

l i < 00

];“B, the \sefﬂt,h of her kingdom would

I;Ve been given for « an inch of time |"—
s from the Fountain,

i Augustin said : « Deliver me, O Loxd
om that evil man, myself."

*’ i
T'VE GOT ORDERS NOT TO GO.

If any young man will take heed to the
Bible, as a guide in life, he will be qsved
from many fatal errors, and from wretch-
edness and remorse. We wish that all *
young readers had the resolute will of John
in the following incident: .

“Ive got orders—positive orders—not
to o there—orders that I dare fnot diso-
bey,” said a youth, who was being tempted
to a smoking and gambling saloon.

“ Come, don’t be 80 Womanish——come
along like a man,” shouted the youths.]

“ No, I can’t break orde's,” said John
“ What special orders have you got? come
show ’em to us if you can. Show us your
orders.” .

Johu tock a neat wallét from his pocket,
and pulled out a neatly folded paper: « 1t's
here.” he ~aid, unfolding the papér, and
showing it to the boys. They looked and
read aloud :

“ Euter not into the path of the_wicked
man.  Avoid it; pass not by it; turn from
it, and pass away.”

“ Now,” said John, “ youses my orders
forbid me going with you. They are God’s -
orders, and, by His help, I don’t mean ¢
Lreak them™”

-

Uxsrversavism: THE Wickep UncLe.~ -
A pious minister, now in the Methodist con-
uection, was formerly a preacher amon
the Universalists. Ae incident which 1
I seriously to examine the grounds of
that doctrine, are striking and singular.—
He was amusiog his little son, by tellin%’
him the story of «“ The Babes in the Wood.” -
The boy sked «What became eof thelittle
innocent childran{” ¢ They went to hea-
ven,” replied the father. “What lecame
of the wicked old uncle? He went to
heaven too.” « Won't be kiil them again,

father " suid the boy.™™ - vt Red

All the arrows that are shot at a Christ-’
ian, stick in his buckler ; they never reach
his consciency, hiskoul,  The raging waves®
beat sorely n2gainst Noal's ark, but they
touched noi him
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January 15th, 1861
+ Haste to the Rescue.

This is the title of a little volume that
pome time since issued from the London
Pross, and attracted counsiderable attention
from those who are interested in the
Evangelization of the masses. We have
read it with considerable interest. Its style
is sumzle, owing to the facts which it des-
eribes being addressed to a sister in the
form of letters Itg tone is earnest and
practical, revealing on every page the heart
of a true woman, animated with strong
love to Christ, and perishing souls. TIts
facts and incidents occurred during an in-
tercourse of eighteen months, with about
Five hundred working men and their
families, in the town of Shrewsbury. Itis
& Volume we should like to see in the
bands of all who are yearning to do some-
‘thing for Christ. They would probably
learn from it how they might direct their
hitherto latent energies, and their seal
would probably be quickened by reading
about the earnest, zealous efforts of the
writer. In fact, this is one of the objects
the author professes to have in view, in
publishing the work, and we doubt not but
her example’ will be blessed by God, to
stir up many hearts and hands to engage
in similar efforts, ingmany other places
throughout the world. *

The writer is the wife of the Rev.
Charles Wi shtman, Rector in the town of
Shrewsbury, England She was very
delicate in health for many years, so deli
cate indecd, that she and her friends re-
garded it as altogether out of the question
for her to engage in any very active labor,
But God who was preparing her for use-
fulness, restored her to health and made
her zealous for His cause. Themeans He
employed wis the removal of a dear child

—a8 it appears an only child—by death.
This visitation had an important effect on
her mind. It roused her from spiritual
lefhargy. It bound her by so strong a
gratitude to God, for the mercy shown to
her in saving her child’s soul, that she feit
more than ever that she was nat Aer own,
and that she must spend the rest of her
life in winning souls to God. This is not
an unusual means of preparing laborers for
His vineyard. After the rude hand of
death has snatched away a wife, a child or
other relative, around whom the affection of
an individual is entwined, he is likely to
concentrate his heart and his energies on a
purpose, and be eminently successful in car-
rying his purpose out. It was so with this
Lady. Her heart and energies were
brought to a high purpose, to an important
work, and though she was prepared for her
work by a process severe and costly, she
was abundantly rewarded. God snatched
one child away to Himself, but overruled
the affliction in such a way, that many
spiritual children were born unto her.

We have marked a few suggestive pas-
sages which we transfer to ou~ pages in the
hope that they, with the comments thereon
may be eminently useful : .

WINNING S80ULS TO CHRIST.

“ T am resolved to begin at once an earneet
and loving work amongst our dear people,
To MAXE A BUSINESS OF IT, and to devote my-
self, God helping me, wholly and heartily
the one thm%v WINNING 80ULS FOR CHRIsT
AND GLORY. ho knows what the result may
be? We have no idea, impotent as we are in
ourselves, what we may and can do, if we will
only try, in the strength God has laid up for

us in Christ.”

What a noble aim and resolution it is to
aim at winning souls to Christ, and to
make a business of it. Many make it
their business to preach, who do not devote
much time or effort to the winning of souls.
The two things are distinct. They ought
to be associated, but they are not always.
If any preacher preaches Christ fairly, he
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will be almost

sure to win souls to Him,.—
But if he does

Dot preach Christ fully, or
lovingly, or yearningly, he cannot expect
% be successful. Some men 80 preach as
% repad a soul from God. Others so
Preach as to win admiration to themselves
for vigour of intellect, power of imagina-
tion or extent of erudition, Winning souls
for Christ is g higher and a rarer aim, and
to make a Business of it 18 the highest ob-
jeet of being. Ob, that we had a passion
for souls. That we bad an earnest, prayer-
ful, yearning desire that souls may honour
God, and turn from the path that leads to
destruction. We would live more i
earnest than we do; and .could exercise it

talent, or great learning ;
an intelligent idea of (],
tion and a determinatio
ean for the Redoemer’s

Reader, do you aim at Winuing Souls?
Do you on OVery occasion, in season and

out of season, speak to those with whom
Jou come in contacy, about the things that
Pertain to thejr évérlasting peace! If you
make q buginess of it you will
ave tokens of Success for your
encouragement, . If you have not begun,

but a loving heart,
e plan of redemp-
0 t0 do what we
glory.

do, if you

» for you
® “no idea, impotent ag you are iy
vourself, what you may and can do, if you
will only try, in the strength God hag laid
Up for you in Churist”

S8UCCESS FROM gop.
"1 haws often thought wha 4 mercy it js
that suceess does no

t depend on our Sitness,
Bor even on our capabilities,

We are inclined to think that success
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does depend on our ﬁtpees anfi capabilities
as instruments. Geod in making uae of us
as tools, like a akillfil workman, makes ul:e
of the tool best adapted for the work he
has in view. But “as his thoughts are

‘above our thoughts,” as his power is in-

finite. He often chooses instruments {or
doing a great work, that appear to ma;x in-
adequate for euch an undertaking. Tt 13
a glorious faet that success does not d?pen
upon man’s sense of fitness or capacity.—
This ought to be had in fel.nembnnee.——
Through forgatting it, christian men offe;
shirk the discharge of .d.uty.. The‘y ro
over on their want of ability, whai_:‘: is gx:;
perly a want of faith, for every duty‘ o
calls a man to perform, I’{e enablfss him o
discharge. Faith in God’s power is a scarci-
ty in the Christian Church at the prese.u:
day. “Icando all thing? through Cllz::d
which strengtheneth me,” is x:xeld‘ol‘n rea X
and when realized by an individual noh
distinguished for anything else, and throuf
this reelization he is eflabled to wo:zeg
work in his day, Christians stand am !
and exclaim, “ Woxperruw! wonnxn;l.n..
I could never have exl)ef:ted such .a t mgt
as that.” Oh! when will met‘x believe th:.d
those who have faith, as a‘ grain of must.:. X
seed, can remove mountains, for they.en ns’
the power of the Mighty God to their as-

ip | sistance.

TRUST IN GOD ALONE.

“ God teaches me to rest on no
to trast Him for the tru't;hfnlness of
mise and to act upon it.

but
His pro-
This remark was ¢:awn forth through
discouragement thrown across her path bﬁ
a christian whom she had consulted, ant.
from whom she looked for eno?uragen;enan
Hor experience i3 the experience or 2
whom God calls to enter on a m.aw,‘ o -
tried work. They feel fronf thfa dispusitio
of God's providence in the.lr clrflfmsta:hce:,r
and the dispensations of His Spirit 0;1 ' be i
soul, that they bave got a work to do; bu
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lest they should be wrong, and in order
that they may be guided right, they con-
sult a friend. Instead, however, of
getting  enccuragement, their plans
"and purposes are misunderstood, their
motives are misconstrued. A wet blanket
18 thrown upon their zeal, which has the
the effect of shutting them up to God
alone. But this is far from being a mis-

fortune. It is the greatest blessing that
could be bestowed. For they are kept from
trusting to assistance that cannot be de
pended upon, and are forced to lean on one
who sawdk all who put their trust in Him.

: weman’s trust in God was not in
g She houored Ged by acting on His

aofd, and He has honored her as an in-
s@iﬂem. in doing His work. What is
seen im her case, i8 sean in of other
outstanding instances in the church in our
day. Individuals of strong faith in God's
word, have been honored to do great things
in His name, and their success has not only
thrown contempt on the means that mere
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which we might quote from her book, of
the kind way in which she spoke to men
about their soul and their circumstances.—
We think that her kind manner was under
God, in a great measure the reason of her
spiritual success, and we commend her ex-
ample to those who are engaged in the
work of the Lord. There is a right and a
wrong way of doing right things, and poos
human nature is more apt to take the
wrong than the right. Some who preach
the trutk, do not preach it in love, but in
wrath. They scold men for being sinners,
and by their harsh unscriptural manner
drive men away from Christ, rather than
allure them to Him. Othersin converting
with individuals who may be living in sin,
or may have lapsed into it, speak ina
sepulchral tone that makes them shrink
from advice or assistance. This is a great
pity. If those who speak the truth to
others, would imagine themselves as occu-
pying the same position as the individual
they jaddrese. Or if even thev joved the

common sense employs, but makes the  Lord Jesns Christ very much, the reflex
large bodies of professing christians to | influence of this affection would be mani-
blush at their cowparative impotency.— | fested in a kind loving manne:.

The success of these individuals affords |
great encouragement to all to follow their |
example. Let each take God at His word,

and z}ct upon it whether they understand ence, and the experience of others engaged
how it wili be fulfilled or not. Let each {in Home Mission work in cur day, go to

prove Him now, whether or not He is & )5y that they have been very sucessful in
God of Truth, and they shall be sure to | influencing favorably the rough, unpolished
find in their experience, that all who put; - e o oo W., says, “They say
their trust in Him shall never be put toga Lady can manage a rough horse better
shame or confoundment. ' than a man. Perhaps it may be the sawe
| with these men, for rough as they seem,

Au individual to whom she had “spoken ; the very gentlest influence tells on most of
about his soul and his career of druukenness, | them.” This 1 »éiug the case the Church

opt bi ! ion, is re- . . .
;,.l:;e:;}:; at,)sl t;f;li{,ga ttﬁrhtitev:i?; virgzt;o?v,;: ];eo | should see that Females of suitable intell

kind; its them kind words of hers that's got| gence and piety is engaged in the Lord’s,

over me. She spoke to me as if she wanted | ; tion. Th h
6 to b savod. . T1l go to church on Sunday | work as their occupation ¢ Chureh

morning, and to her meeting at three o'clock, | has long been alive to the value of Female
sud again to church st night. T will.” labour in Sabbath Schools. In the field of

This is but oné instance among many | authorship, aud in tract distrilution. In
Ny—— by

For speaking to man the truth in love,
femnales are naturally better adapted than
males. At all events this Lady's experi-

SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE.
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these departments they have shown then,.
salves as well ahle to labour in the vipe.
yard, as individuals of the stronger sey,

ithin the last year or two they haye
shown themselves well adapted for the
cireulation of Bibjos in London, ang we
808 not why the not be valyahle

Y might
Paid auxilliaries to ministers in towns and
cities,

&« DINING PARTIES,”

“Old Mr. Gee_
the world like

y and you git g)
h 5ot on us, as we been:
desperate wicked ung

When we

ong with such
0; and some op
till quite latejy,’ »

read this we are remindeqd that

such parties are jy accordance wiy), the

Lord's eXpress injunctions,
He unto thep, 4

men, nor thy
bid thee again, and g
thee. By toh
the poor, the

rich neighboyrs lest they yleo

€compense be made
en thou makest g Jeast, call

Where zeal ang philanthrophy have entere,|
upon ap expensive expedient for doing
good. It s desirable f

or the piety of the
Church, and for the gathering in of those

Who are without jis Pale, that there shoyld
a reform in this Patticular, At prese it
thousands of professing  Christi.ng give
inner parties to their rich friends anq ae-

Quaintances, ynq gladly act, upon similar
nvitationg 1 return.  They have po scruple
sbout 8 {uandering time, ang money, and
Consideration iy, providing what is peces-
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sary for their table, for adorning their

persons, or for entertaining their guests.—

| And what is the result of such lavish ex-

penditure?  What is the inﬂuencg it 'b;zs
on the individuals themse]ves:;‘ Certainly
these parties do not bring lastl'ng pleasu;e,
or the most pleasant reflections to the
class we refer to, nor do they leave t.h‘em
better fitted or more disposed for private
devotion. Love and jov are nnt: often the
product. but instend, envy and l'l\-"l]l:y? zj.n(i
vanity become rampant. How dlﬂexelr:
would it be if Christ'ans would act.'out. the
Lord’s injunction. Having the nvnn(:. tl;::
was in Him, by humbling t.hemr;ael? es] 10n0t
with publicans and sinners, .the‘y'v.ouu«] ot
ouly receive Llessing to theu‘-‘ own ::1 ,O -
would acquire an influence for go

their guests of the greatest importance. —

And if these guests should pm\'.e unira‘.::
;ul for the kindness and atten%m}nt stoe "
to them, Christians have no righ e
discouraged, for God ' shall recf)mtljf!
«them, at the resurrection of the just.”

e
INVITATIONS TO CHURCH. .

. d
“Jt is remarkable that I have never sai

i h.—

'm 4bout coming to Churc]
i ;i]:d“}otri((i):: :clal,ﬂlnknow they would never have
| come.

step of
have only spoken at every a
God’s lo%ve in Christ, end this has beex:i (l:l])(éss;at’,
(‘:f(())t my words, but God's truth has

. 67 ' ;
’ This statement is of importance, an

| deserves great consideration. This Lady
| was the means of inducing a great many

non-church goers to attend worship rzg:l(;
larly, yet she did no. urge them tto %hem
church. She did not even speak 0 e
n the subject. Many who are anxiou .

.t)he gathering in of the carfaless ort ‘«:‘
lapse(i, afraid to speak of Christ ﬁrst,t;als i
that weuld be distasteful, speak to hem
about coming to chureh, and theyh op}e:
that if they should become regular c :rci

goers they will be sure to becom'e chrit-
tians. They think that they will hhear
about Christ there, and after that, they
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will come to believe in Him ard love Him.
But they are mistaken as to the best plan.
They should hold up Christ, and once men
come to know and love Him, they will be
glad to come to His house. “If he is
lifted up He will draw men to Himself.”

DRINK AND TOTAL ABSTINENCE.

This Lady soon found that one of the
main obstacles in her way was connected
with the drinking customs of the people.
She started with an extreme dislike of total
abstinence; but she found after a brief ex-
perience, that. unless she induced the objects
of her solicitude to become total abstainers
there appeared but little likelihood of her
making much way among them.

“(Oh, what & curse this drink is! It be-
comes @ disease. Those under its dominion
-cannot get out of its snare, except by totally
abstaining, and they want a loving hand to
hf.t them up to firm resolve, or they will go on
drinking, and perish in their sing.

1 could no more now be & Christian, and
not @ total abstainer, than I could be a
Christian and a drunkard. The facts I wit-
ness have made me, for the sake of my own
flesh and blood, my brothers and sisters of the
working classes, loathe the very sight of that
which to them has been an occasion of sin

zn;il sorrow of heart—aye of going down to
€eLe,

She never, however, appears to have un-
duly exalted mere abstinence from intoxi-
cating drinks as a great many Temperance
Reformers do, and always advoeated it on

thoroughly gospel principles. It would be
well if it were always thus advocated.

She says, “Itisto thestrictly devotional
tone of our meetings that I attribute all
my success, under God. The way that
Total Abstinence Societies are conducted
without any religious element, is most ob-
jectionable, and I have felt so strongly on
the subject that I have never allowed any
temperance advocate to plead the cause in
our room, (here I must except Mr. Gough,
whose presence amongst us 1 shall consider
a great boon.) An¢ when clergymet of
ability and piety, who have addressed my
men, have fallen into the common error of
supposing that it was necessary to give a
mperance addreses—or rather to speay
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against drunkenness—they have greatly
disappointed the people, who expected to
have heard some simple and beautiful ex-
position of Seripture, to comfort and
strengthen their hearta by presenting Christ
and His love before them as the motive to
holy living. More than once has this re-
mark been made by a man, “We did'nt

want to hear about drunkenness: we know

too much about that ourselves—mores the
pity—more than any gentleman could tel
us.” Tt seems an insult to thelr common
sense, to be always harping upon a sin

which they have given up, and are resolved :
to abstain from, God helping them. And |

they all know there are plenty of other sins
equally dangerous to their eternal interests.
They know that a man may be a total ab-
stainer and yet live without God and thus
be lost for ever,” p. 178.

« The whole movement has been from
the beginning & rELIGIOUs one. The tee
totalism arose from the necessity of the
case. If in the providence of God it had
been my lot to prosecute a life work in
China, total abstinence from opium must
have been used as the hand maid of the
Gospel I”

These large extracts from the book
speak for themselves. They cany a word

of reproof and instruction to our mere

-temperance Reformers far better than if we

wére expressing the same ideas in our own
language.

Our space prevents us making any ad-
ditional extracts. We trust those we have
made, will induce those who wish to be
more particularly acquhinted with the
book to read it for themselves. They will
find it profitable to do so. It shows how
an individual loving the Lord Jesus may
do much to help forward His cause. And
we doubt not but the Lord will bless its
perusal, by causing it to stir up many to
imitate this noble woman's example.

We close by copying the motto of the
Introductory Chapter, which contains a
great lesson:

“Oh, this old world might be made
better,
If gacn hand would break a fetter,
. If each one would do mis part )
To bind up ok stricken heart!” '
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_ ‘Sabbath School Lessons.
January 20tk, 1861.

THE GARDEN or EDEN.-Gen. 11. 8, 17

This Jeeson is about a garden. Gardens are
80 common, and so wellknown, thatit is un-
necessary to describe them. They are usually
made in select spots for recreation and enjoy-
Ment, and in a convenient position for streams
%o irrigate them. = They are planted with fra-
grant plants and fruitful trees, adapted for
8olace aud ornament rather than for use.

Gardens are usually characteristic of their
Proprietors taste, and indicative of his position
and wealth.

THE GARDEN REFERBED TO IN THIS LESSON WAS
IN EDEN.

Which was probably in the South of Ar-
menia. The garden occupied a position in
Eden ‘ eastward (Gen. ii. :;,3 of the land of
Israel’ K ie called the garden, mot only to
denote that it was the only garden in Eden;

ut it was pre-minent above gardens.

It is called the Garden of the Lord—
Gen. xiii. 10. Iss li. 3. This name signifies
that He selected its site. That He ordered its
arrangement. That He delighted in its beauty.
That it was the spot in His possession, where
He delighted to manifest His presence, just as
8 nohleman regards the choicest part of his
estate, &e. )

IT HAD ALL THE ESSENTIALS OF A’ GARDEN.

It was well watered,—Gen. xiii. 10. A
river went out of Eden to water the Garden,
and parted into four branches,—~Gen. ii. 10, 14.
This is a very important feature in a garden
In the East. Two of the rivers mentioned in
the lesson are still known, Fuphrates and
Hiddekel, now called the Tigris—the sources
of which are only fifteen miles apart. The
other two rivers have not been identified and
probatly no longer exist.

%It wag plaisted with every tree pleasant to

e sight. Probably every species of flower
and tree now spread over the universe had its
Tepresentative there, and arranged in the most
., Pell'f;ect order.

was planted with every tree good for
fo?d- Obgerve every tree yé'ood; R is not
Baid gleasant or delicious. '

It had 1~ rrEE OF LIFR in the midst, v. 9.
It wag to A dum, either by divine appointment,
the Pprincipal means of life,—Gen. iii. 22 ~or
1t wag the pledge, or perhaps the symbol or

Ype of everlasting life,~Geun. iii. 22 —or was
8 type of Him in whom was life ready to be

/ ovenled,—] Johu iii. 11. 12.

It had the tree of knowledge of good and
evil. This tree is 80 called, because if Adam
partook of it, he would know by bitter expo.
rience, the difference between the good of
obeying God and the evil of disebeying Him.
Good would be lost and evil felt.

Man was put in the Garden to dress it and
keep it, v. 15. Adam had to work in Eden.
He was not made to be idle, and if man had
not fallen, his life on earth would have been a
life of activity.

He was allowed to eat of every tree but
one. While Adam obeyed the command, Le
was immortal, and had a right to the tree of
life,—Gen. ii. 9. Gen. iii. 22

He was not to eat of the tree of knowledge
of good and evil, on pain of death,—Gen. ii. 9.

THE GARDEN OF EDEN IS AN EMBLEM OF THN
CHURCH OF CHRIST ON EARTH.

1. It was separated from the rest of Eden,
and enclosed with a wall; so is the Church of
Christ separated from the rest of the worldy—
Song iv. 12. v.i. 2 Cor. vi. 17.

2. It was watered by a river, 8o 'is the
Church of Christ refreshed by the influence of
the Holy Spirit,—Psal. xlvi. 4. Jer. xxxi, 12,
John vii. 38, 39.

3. It produced precious fruit, so does the
Church of Christ—John xv. 16. Gal. v.22.

4. Its streams watered the earth, so the
Charch of Christ infuses life into the world,
Matt. xxviii, 19. Isa. ii. 2, 5.

THE ANGEL'S MESSAGE TO MARY,—
Luke 1. 26, 36.

"This lesson is about the visit of an Angel
from heaven to a youug woman on earth.
We have read about the same visit so often
that we read it now without realizing it viv-
idly. Butin order that we may rightly under-
stand it let us imagine ourselves living in a
small village, in a small house alone, and en-'
gaged in ordinary duties. Let us imagine our
door suddenly to open and an Angel to enter.
An event so unexpected, so unsual, and so
honoring would fill us with fear and amaze-
ment. This was the event that happened to
Mary, Though living in a humble position,
in a little village, unnoticed and comparitively
unknown in the world. A messenger arrived
from heaven to her,

FIRST.—THE MESSENGER.

The messenger was the Angel Gabriel, v. 26.
This was the same Angel Gubriel who appear-
ed to Daniel,—Dan. viii. 16; ix. 21. And to
Zachariag v. 19. His name signifies “ God is
my strength.”

HE WAS SENT FROM GOD.

From his own statement we know that he

stood in the presence of God, and 3(:21 the im-

ALOPYERE
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rtance of the Commmissions we learn that

was an angel of superior dignity.

He was sent to Nazareth, a city of Galilee,

~ Naszareth was a small village, and derives

all its historical importance from its
connection with Chrlst. It still exists aud
contains about three thourand inhabitant:.
It lay westward of the Lake of Genneserat.

He was sent to Mary a virgin espoused
(promised in Marrriage) to Josepb. How sol-
emn to think that God, the King of Kings and
Lord of Hosts in intinately acquainted with
the name, and condition and residence of
each of ug, ay he was of Mary. :

SECONP.—THFE. MESSAGE.

Was about Christ, v. 31. EKach of the mes-
sages that Gubriel hrought toearth was about
Him. It was he who appeared to Daniel to
explain to him the time that was to clapse
until the coming of the Messiah, Dan 9.
21-27. It was be who appeared to Zucharias
to announce ‘the near accomplishment of that
which he had 8o long ago predicted. Aud
now he appears to Mary to aunounce his
birth.

He announced

1. That God had honored her to be the
Mother of the Messiah. There was at this
time an expectation that the Messinh was
speedily to appear 8he evidently was ac-
quainted with the prophecies on tie subject,
and must have known that she was one of
of the not large number of women to whom
the later prophecics had limited that hope.

2. That He should be celled Jesus which
means saviour. He ix called this because he
saves his people from their sins,

3. That He would be great,
== He would be called the Son of the highest
v 32. The Son of God, and yet David was
his father : for He was the Son of man.

b. He was to have the throne of His father
David. v, 32 2 Sam. vii, 12, 13.

B¢, That of His kingdom there should be
1o end. v. 32, 33,

4. That He should be supernaturally born,

v. 35. She supposed as the Jews still suppose
_ that therewould be nothing miraculous in the

birth of Christ; but that he should be born in

the ordinary course in the house of David.

THIRD LESSONS TO BE LEARNED.

§ 1. The humility of Christ. To beso great

and 1o stoop so low, was the greatest of con-

decension.

2. It was a high favor conferred on Mary
o be the mother of Jesns. v. 28. But itis
& greater blessing to a believer in Him.—
Luke xi, 27, 26. Matt. xii, 48.

3, Mary's faith in God's powers wasstrong
compared with Zacharias, She beliered His
word, contrary to ali experience,

1 of ‘unmanagealles
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LESSONS.

For Feb. 3rd,—The Fall of man, iii, chap..
10th—The birth of John the Bap--
tist,—~Luke i, 57, 58. )
17th—-The first Sacrafice and Mur-
der, Gen. iv. 1, 16.
Notes on thesse will appear (1. V.)in No..
3 of the Goop NEews.

“ Can’t Afford to be Religious.”

In cne of the metropolitan ragged schools
was, a &h ot time s.nce, a class called the
¢« Unmanageables.! They were rough, un-
couth, sel-willed boys, en whom all kind--
neszes of the male teachers was thrown
away entirely; and so they were turned
over to the gentle inflnence of a Jevoutly-
pious female teacher.  Thelady Lad a hard
task, Lut she undertook it with pleasure;.
and prayerfully did she attempt to instil
right principles into the min:s of the bund
For awlite her labor
appeared to be totally thrown away; but
still she worked on, plucing implicit faith
in the promise of God's Holy Word, whick
assured her that she should 1eap in due
season if she fainted not. Aad now her
reward came. She fauncied one day that
she saw signs of relenting on the part of
one of the boys, into whoze eves the tears
stole one afternoon. After school was
over, she called him on one side and said,
‘ James, have you not a desire to serve the
Lord Jesus Christ ?

The hitherto stolid spirit of the boy was
now relted into submission; and he said,
‘I should like to be religious, but I can’t
afford iV

¢ Can’t afford it, James? 1t will not cost
you anything. God does not demand pe-
cuniary sacrifices from his servants. Do
you not know that the Bible invites all to
‘come without mouey and without price’ ¢

But still the boy insisted that he ¢ could
not afford it! The teacher kindly asked
him to tell her of his difficulty.

* Why, you see,’ he said, ‘I works in =
ship-builder’s ymd, and they lets me take
shavings home; and while [ am picking up-
the shaiings, 1 picks up pieces of wood and
takes 'em home, makes stools of ‘em, and
gells "em. 1 ouly earns four shillings v
week at the yard, and I cant live upon that.
I know it’s wrong to take the wood, but 1
can’t afford to be religious.’

@ “

@ “




THE GOOD NEWS.

The teacher saw that now was her op-
portunity ; so she said, ¢ Well, James, now
gromise me you will try for one mogth to

o without stealing the wood, and let us see
if something does not, in the meantime,
turn up to relieve you from what you
appear to think to be a necessity—to steal
wood.’

The boy gave his promise; and in three
weeks he came to his teacher, his face
beaming with pleasure, and told her that

master had come up to him whilein the
yard, and eaid he had lately watched him
in his constant attention to work, and he
intended to raise his wages a shilling per
week.

_*Did I not tell you, James, that most
likely something would “turn up? And
does not the Bible tell us that all things
work together for good to those who love
God ?

. ‘I'had a hard matter to leave off steal-
Ing, though,’ said James, with tears of

' E‘atitude in hiseyes. ¢ The pieces of wood

y about cl.we to my fingers, and they ap-

peared to movk me and say, ‘Why don’t
you pick us up?’ '

. “And so it will ever be, James; tempta-
Uons will always beset you. Evil com-

anions will try to lure you into their bad

bits; but you must refuse them, and pray

for strength from God to resist the « tempta- | 8

tions of the world, the flesh, and the
devil.”

James is now an active, zealous member
of one of the churches of the metropolis.
WHO TURNED DOWN THAT LEAF1?

A gentleman said: ¢ L was called to visit
2 person in a very anxious state of mind.

he was a young woman, who had lost a
Plous mother by death. T had been urged
to visit this person though she was a perféet
8tranger to me. I was invited into the
Parlour, and while waiting for her to come,
I took up a Bible from the table, with a
corner of the leaf turned down, pointing
to these words: ¢ Be not afraid; only be-
lieve) The young lady roon' entered, and
after the dest salutations, 1 inquired, hold-
g the Bible in my hand:— -

‘Who turned down that leaf?’

With much emotion she answered, ¢« My
dying mother. ’
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« Well, have you ever trusted, accordi
to these words, in the Author of these
words ? I asked.

«Never,’ she replied.

«Not in Jesus? :

*Not even in Jesus,’ she replied calmly.

«Could you do anything better ¥ said L

< She did not answer, but the slow tear
stole down her cheek.

¢ Your mother must have had a design
in this; what could it be?

¢I suppose a standing direction to the
child she was leaving, she meant it to be.

¢ And yeu have never followed it ¥’

¢« Never,” and the tears fell faster.

*This is the thing to be done—believe,’

said I.

«I know it, she answered. ¢But how
am I to believe, when I do not believe?
.« What if they had said so in coming to
the Saviour in the daysof His flesh— -
What an insult it would havebeen to His
mercy and His power! Who then would

have said it ?

I know it all. Yet I have ﬁﬁﬁm‘l :
to trust Him/ M

« <Be not afraid ; ‘only believe, 1 repeat-
ad, pointing to the passage in the Bible.—
«The Saviour saya_ it; and your dying

mother has left th*‘s finger-post pointing to
the path 1n which she would have her child
0.  Will you walk in it¥#

She trembled all over like an aspen leaf.
I could see that a mighty struggle was
going on, as she stood a moment hesitatin,
to amswer. At length she said slowly an
golemnly, ‘T will”

«Will whet? said I

« Will not be afraid, and will believe.

“Let us pray, I said; and we dropped
upon our knees. I thanked the Lord Jesus
from & full heart for this encouragement
and resoultion wrought by the Holy Spirit,
and T prayed to Jesus to manifest Himself
to this young woman as a Saviour, saving

ito the uttermost, and saving her now, and
to lead her tolrenounce everything for Him,
and to put her trust whelly in Him.”—
Christian Intelligencer.

Katherine Bretierege, once after a great
conflict with Satan, said “ Reason not with
me, T am but a weak woman; if thou hast
anything to say, say it to my Chuist, he i8
my advocate, my strength, and my Redeem-

er; and he shall plead for me.”
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« MY WIFE IS THE CAUSE OF IT.”

It is now more than forty years ago,
that Mr. L——‘-, called at the bouse of Dr.
B——, one very cold morning, on his way
to H ,

¢ Sir,” said the Doctor “ the weather is
very frosty; will you not‘take something
to drink’ before you start” _

In that early day ardent spirits wero
deemed indispensable to warmth in winter,
When commencing a journey, and at every
stopping place along the road, the traveller
always used intoxicating drinks to keep
him warm.

" «No,” said Mr. L——, «I never touch

anything of that kind: and I will tell you
the roason; my wife is the cause of it.

“I had been in the habit of meeting
some of our ‘neighbors every evening for

“the purpose of playing cards, We assem-
bled at each other's ehops, and liquor was
introduced, After awhile we met mnot so
much for i»llaying as drinking, and I used
to return home late in the evening more or
lees intoxicated. My wife always met me
at tne door affectionately, and when I chi-
ded her for sitting up 40 late for me, she
kindly replied, «1 prefer doing so, for I
cannot sleep when you are out.”

“ This always troubled me. I wishel in
my heart she would commence to scold me
for then I could have retorted, and relieved
my conscience. But she always met me
with the same gentle and loving spirit.

“Things passed on thus for months,
when I at last resolved that I would, by
returning much intoxicated, provoke her
displeasure so much as to cause her to lco-
ture me, when I meant to answer her with
saverity, and thus by creating another issue
between us, unburthen my bosom of ‘its
present trouble,

‘1 returned in such plight about four
o'clock in the morning. She met me at
the door with her usual tenderness, and
said, ¢ Come in, husband; I have just been
making & warm fire for you, because I
knew you would be cold. Take off your
boots and warm your feet; and hLere is a
cup of hot coffes.’

“Doctor, that was too much. I eould

not endure it any longer, and I resolved

-

R
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that moment, that I would never touch
another drop while I lived, and I never
will

He never did. He lived and died prac-
tising total abstinence from intoxicating
drinks,

How much good may a good wife do!

THE EMPTY CUP.

If you were to see a man endeavoring all
his life to satisfy his tf irst by holding an
empty cup to his mouth,you would certainly
despise his ignorance; but if you should see
others of finer understandings ridieuling
the dull satisfaction of one cup, and think-
ing to satisfy their thirst by a varicty of
gilt and golden empty cups, would you
think that these were even the wiser, or
happier. or better employed than the ob-
ject of their contemnpt? Now, this is a!l:
the difference that you can seein the vari-
ous forms of happiness caught at by the
men of the world. Let the wit, the grept
scholar, the fine genius, the great states-
man, the polite gentleman, unite all their
schemes, acd they can only show you more
and various empty appearances of happi-
ness.  Give them all the world into their
hands, let themn cut and earve as they
please, they can only make a greater variety
of empty cups; for search as deep and look
as far as you will, thereis nothing hero to
be found that is nobler or greater than
high eating and drinking—than rich dress
and human applause—unless you look for
it in the wisdom and laws of religion. Rea-
der, reflect upon the vanity of all who live’
without godliness, that you may be earnest
at the throne of grace, to be turned from
the creature and seek for happiness in the
Creator. 'The poorest Christian who lives
upon Christ, and walks in daily fellowahip
with God, i8 happier than the richest world-
ling. Indeed, such only are happy.—Bec-
gatzky.

An hour of solitude passed in sincere and
earnest prayer, or the conflict with, and
conquest over, a single passion or *subtle
bosom &in,” will teach us more of thought,
will more effectually awaken the faculty,.
and form the habit, of reflection, than a
year's study in the School without them.,

--[Coleridge. '
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Revival Intelligence.

FROM JAMAICA.

The churehes in Jamica have for many
years been earnestly praying for times of
refreshing from the presence of the Lord,
and their prayers have at last been answer-
ed.  Tokens of the Divine favor
Some time ago in the Moravian Church,
Which first introduced the Gospel into the
Bland, and the same influence spread with
femarkable power and rapidity in all di-
Tections and among all denominations of

hristians, and in some instances, even in
to dark corners, where there were no pro-
fessors of religion at all. On well instruc-
ted congregations it has decended like
refreshing genial showers, filling the hearts
of God’s people with gratitude and love jon
others again, where t%e people were more
gnorant, and with few intelligent Chris-
tians to guide the movement, it has acted
more like the storm, prostrating hundreds
by its mighty power, and producing pier-
®ing expressions of anguish, eonfession of
Sin, and cries for mercy. After afew days

€ excitement and prostration generally
Pass away, and the churches are filled, not
%uly on Sabbath, but every day, with ea-
er listeners; and many who have hitherto
ed the most abandoned lives have been
deeply humbled, and expressed their de-
termination to forsake their sins. Thelea-
ers of revelry and intemperance are in-
quiring what they must do to besaved, are
8een in groupes reading the Scriptures and
engaging in wrestling prayer,—the licen-
tious are binding themselves to their former
Companions in sin by the marriage tie, and
ﬂ_‘o% who had violated that tie are recon-
clled. It iy a mistake, says one of the mis-
Slonaries, to suppose that all who have re-
e the Spirit are prostrated. These
Prostrations are sent to aronse the world,
and to conyince men that the hand of God
I8 stretched out, as the miracles of Christ
and his Apostles did in former times; but
thousands of the most intelligent are deep-
affected, humbled under a sence of their
81N, and flee to christ as their 1tfuge, ex-

Tencing joy and peace in believing, who

Ve 1ot been stricken in.body. He de-
Scribés the scenes which he had witnessed
38 Wonderful, A harvest of seventeen years’
'™ preaching to dry bones is gathered in a

agpeared ,

87

day from a congregation sunk in deep and
apparently hopeless slumber. A multitude
of prophets and prophetesses, (spiritual
teachers) have sprung up, filled with mis-
sionary zeal, and who can find no rest bug
in bringing others to the Redecmer, whom
they know to be so precioux.  On calling
on one of the recent converts to engage in
prayer, men whom I thought sunk under
the deepest ignorance would rise and pour
out their hearts to God in the most peni-
tential prayers, yet, with the feelings of
those who believe that they have been re-
deemed from death, with a fluence of lan-
guage and correctness of thought which
ministers might envy. Though excited
when singing, they sit down with perfoct
(uietness and order when requested to do
so and hang upon the lips of the speaker
with profound attention,

Another minister, and a few of the most
pious of his people, had heard of what was
going on in the neighborhood, and agreed
to hold a special mecting for prayer, expec-
ting that only a few beside themselvea
would attend. Instead of these fears
being realized, however, the place w:s
crowded, and it was found necessary to ad-
journ to the open air. Many who never
before frequented the house of prayer min-
gled with the company, and oue who had
been a ringleader in dances and revelry
broke his fiddle and burnt it in the fire.

The editors of the secular newspapers
are discussing the subject with keenness,
some of them expressing doubts whether
it be of God or of the wicked one; but all
the ministers of religion appear to be of
one mind in confessing thatitisthe mighty
power of God, while they lament the ex-
travagancies and irregularities which have
appeared especially at the commencement.

The wife of one of the proprietors writes
that the last thing the family hears in the
way is the voice of praise proceeding from
the dwellings of the peasants, and the first
thing in the morning in the same grateful
melody. Hundreds of the most aban-
doned have relinquished their sinful habits,
and engaged in prayer and reading the
Scriptures.

Such intelligence must be most gratify-
ing to every Churistian, and encouraging to
the friends of missions. Our faith in re-
ferance to Jamaica has been tried, Much

[ 2
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labor and money have been expended upor
it. Many precious lives have been lost in
the field. Many earnest prayers in its be-
half have ascended to Heaven from Britian
8s well as from the spot. God is now an-
swering these prayers by a copious outpour-
ing of His Spirit, and there can be no
doubt of a large harvest of souls being
the result. Let us be earnest in our sup-
plications, that no unhappy divisions may
take place among the various Churches, to
mar the work and perevent the continu-
ance of Divine influence; and that the seed
now sowing may toke root, and produce a
thousandfold.

The Spirit of the Lord is not straight-
ened. His blessed influences are pour out
ou the various nations of the earth, and our
faith in the accomplishment of the promis-
es of later-day glory ougt to be strength-
ened as Christ’s kingdom is established.—
Let us give him no rest till He establish
Jejusalem and make her a praise in the
earth. May we not hope that some of the
children of Abraham, many of whom are
trading in Jamaica, will also be brought in
along with our white countrymen and the
sable sous of Africa? Let us forget and
overlook none of our fellow-creatures in
supplications.

Scraps of Good News.

i.

An institution has been
Evangelizing London. Two large car-
riages have been constructed which will be
driven about London, stocked with Bibles,
and accompanied by two men, one to pro-
pel and attend to the carriage and stock,
the other to read in alound clear voice
striking portions of the Seripture as would
be likely to have an immediate and per-
‘manent effeffect upon the persons listening
to them. It is contemplated to add to
the number of the carriages, until every
district of London and its suburbs is com-
passed.

2.

A meeting has recently been held in
Philadelphia, of ministers and laymen of
the Episcopal Church, to consult on ways
for carrying the Gospel to the masses.—
Several Epwscopal Churches are working
with great success among the masses and
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carrying on their congregational work with
great efficiency.
3.

Protestantism is spreading in Italy and
cengregations following that religion has
been formed at Pasa, Ristola and Leg-
horn.

4

In Italy the labours of the colporteurs
and evangelical preachers are continued
with increasing success. The sale aud
circulation of the Bible and religious books
at Naples, have been quite considerable.
More eagerness has been shown there to
procure them then in the more northern
cities of ltaly. The booksellers have em-
ployed men with wheelbarrows to take
them through the strepts for sale.

5

In regard to the colportagze in Scotlond,
the N. Y. Observer states thot the Eng-
lish “Book-hawking Union” embraces
some sixty loeal societies, with sales of
publications amounting to 57,000 among
the poor and ignorant classes. The
“Religious Book and Tract Society for
Scotland” has ninety colporteurs employed,
anp the sales for tee last yeor amounted to
the large sum of $40,800.

6.

In Bohemia several villages have gone

“over, almost in a hody to the Protestant
Schurch.
formed for

At Spalow, in the district of
Semille, forty-seven persons embraced
Protestantism in a singleday. They were
for the most part, artissms.  Since the be-
ginning of the year these conversions have
been very numercus among the working
classes of eastern Bohemia,

7.

Among the agencies employed for the
benefit of the upper classes, tha Monthlv
Tract Society has been in operation for a
number of years, and has been much
blessed. The late Duke of Wellington
was wont to receive and peruse the month-
ly publications of this Society. It is at
present vigorously pursuing its work, by
transmitting, through the post, tracts wrii-
ten in an attractive style, dore up in neat
covers, and thoroughly sotnrated . th
evangelical and seasonable trmth.  Tu like
manner suiwble publicutions are a1 {0
“the bereaved,” the survivors of mnobles,

t 3
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"0 wealthy persons, whose deaths appear
n the obituazy column of the Times, A
tge number of the Society’s issues are
Orwarded to British residents on the Con-
tinent of Europe.

One effect of revival in Loudon, as far
‘8 it has manifested itself, is the raising up
of a band of volunteer preachers, some of
them, like William. Carter, ‘the master
chimney sweep, remarkable for the popular
gifts. "At Albion Hall, London Wall, Mr.
artér and Mr. Pugh—one of his sp.iritual
children—have addressed large audiences.
1 one address, Mr. Pugh gave a-fearful
Account, of the deathbed of a former infidel
“mpanjon. At a meeting of the anxious
eld after the meeting, sixty persons were
Present. One case was very affecting,
that of an ungodly young man, who had
“Entreated supplication on Lis behalf.—
hile this was being offered, ““ he rushed
from the room, declaring that he could not
"®ntain himself any longer, his sins weigh-
g 50 heavily upon him.”

EDMUND BURKE.

Once, after this great orater had bee‘u
‘Making an extraovdinary display of his
Powers in Parliament, his brother Richard

urke was found by a friend in deep reveris.

eing questiored as to the cause, he re-
Plied: « have been wondering how Ned

A3 contrived to centre in himself all the
talents of the family; but then again I re-
Meinber, when we were at play Lz was
2lways ot work.” The force of this amce-
doto i increased by the fact that Rickard

urke was considered not inferior in natural
talents to his brother.  Yet the one rose to
Breatness, while the other died comparative-
ly obscure. Dow't trust to - your gunius,
wor

Erasmus tells of one who collecte:l all the
lame anq defective versesin Flower’s works,
Ut passed over all that were excellent,
OR! 'that this were not the practice of
Y who will at last meet in heaven—
that they were not careful and skillful to
%ollect al] {},q weaknesses of others, and’ to

P38 over 4] those things that are excellent
n t,hem !

"‘n.p .

Young men, if you would rise, but work!
'3 :
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© Gods’s Omniscience.

‘Within those blood-stained walls, for whose
attrocious crueltics Rome hus a heavy account
to ren‘ler, a prisoner is under examination,—
He has been assured that nothing he reveals
shall be recorded or used against him. While
making frank coufession, he suddenly stops.—
He is dumb—a mute. They ply him with.
questions, flatter him, threaten him; but he an{
swers not & word. Danger makes the senses
quick. His ear has caught a sound; he listens
and that sound ties his tongue. An arras hangs
beside him, aud behind it he hears a pen rund
ning along the pages. The tiuth flashes on
him. Be%ind that scepe there sits a seribe,
colnmitting to the fatal page every word he
says, and he shall meet it all again on the day
of trial. Ah ! how solemn to think thut there
is such a pen going in heaven, and entering
on the books of juugment, whatever we sa
and wish, all we think and do. Would to God
we heard it. 'What a check it might prove!
|Rev. Dr. Guthrie. /

Parental Example.

A mother relates the following seom-
ingly trifling incident, which forably il-
lustrates the importance and power of
parental example :— '

“ As T was about to enter my nursery,
to look after my little ones, I observed the
youngest, a boy of three years of age, look-
1ng over a book, which he had taken from
a shelf resembling a family Bible, usod be-
fore morning and evening prayer.

¢« Struck with unusual solemnity of his
manner, [ watched his movements. With
great precision, and apparent devotion, he
went through the excercise of reading and
singing and kneeling for prayer, in imita-
tion of his father’s daily example, and never
was manner, voice or gesture more proper--
ly copied Trifling as was this circumstance,
so deep and solemu as was the impression
made upon my mind, that to this time, I
feel myself mentally exclaiming « What
manner of persons ought we to be, in all
holy conversation and holiness.”

“Never to that moment, had my mind
dwelt upon this momentous fact, though
so often repeated, that the future characters
and eternal destines of children are usually
at a very early period, stamped by paren-
tal example; and I now felt what an ama-
zing influence must be exerted upon young
children by the manner in which™ thejr
parents conduct family prayer.” Lol

)
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THE DIFFERENCE.

A Hindoo was lying upon his bed, ex-
pecting soon to die. He was full of thought
where his soul would go after death. He
had been wholly given to idolatry, and
now he was not happy. A priest came to
=ee him, and the dying man said, “ what
will become of me” ¢ O,” said the priest,
“you will live in another body.” ¢« And
where shall I go then!” «Into another,
and 8o on through thousands of millions.”
The thoughts of the dying man darted
across all that period, as if it was but an
instant, and he cried, « Where shall I 204
last of all™ The priest could not reply,
and the unhappy idolator died with
no one near him to answer his anxious
question,

A little Burman girl was near dying.—
Lifting her dim eyes to a kind lady who
was her teacher, she said, “I am dying,
but I am not afraid to die; for Christ will
call me up to heaven. ~He hastaken away
all my sins, and I wish to die now, that |
may go and see him. I love Jasus more
than any one else.” What made the dif-
ference between the Jittle Burman girl, and
the dying Hindoo! One had heard the
Gospel from the lips of the missionaries,
and had received it into her heart: the
other lived and died an idolater, for none
had told him of the “the only true God,

. and Jesus Christ whom he had sent.”

WORDS TO YOUNG MEN.

Young men, our me i8 to you.
Christianity calls forth the love of your
deepest heart. It supplies scope for the ex-
ercise of all your ardour and energy. It
presents you with an object worthy of a-
doring gratitude and supreme affection.
It can can inspire you with the highest
hopes and purest joys. It can touch and
move the springs of your deepest sympa-
thies. It bids you not to check or de-
atrog that geuial flow of feeling which
gushes warmly through your youthful
soul, but it teaches you to control and
regulate it: by giving it an upward and
heavenward direction. Search out your
dominant passion, and tell us what it.is.
Is it Ambition # Then, let it .be.the
ambition o possess animmoveable throne

 oovet nothi

THE GOOD Ngws,

and s fadeless crown, which shall abide
when the glittering objects that worldly
aspirants pursne have faded and for ever
disappear-ed. Is it Covetousness? Then
less than the treasures which
cannot fade, the inheritance which cor-
ruption can never touch, which the spoiler
can never reach, and which death can nev-
eralienate. Isit Love of Fame? Then,
seek the honour of having your name en-
rolled among the principalities and pow-
ers of heaven, and 1o be a member of
God’s own aristocracy ; for that is & nobil-
ity that will abide when the paltry dis-
tinctions which now divide society are en-
tirely forgotten and unknown. Is it Zust
of Power ! Covet then the power which
prevails with God, and to whieh even the
the Almighty yields, the power which pla-
ces the resources of the universe at your
command, and which cries,* I can do all

8 | things through Christ strengthening me.”

DROP THE ANCHOR.

A sailor’s dying testimony is thus repre-
sented by the S. S. T¥mes. ;

On his sick-bed he sent for the man of
God, under whom he was convicted of
sin, through whom he was brought to
Christ. The clergyman came. In that
interview on being asked how he felt, here-
plied :

“0, my brother, the kingdom of God
has come with power to my heart !”

He then sank exhausted on his pillow.
After a while, on being asked again how
he felt, he replied:

“My brother there is land a head,” -

He ceased. In a little while the ques-
tion, “ How do you feel now " was asked.

“T am just rounding the point,” he re-
plied, aud sank again.

The same question was repeated by the
minister, after a solemn silence of some
minutes. The old sailor rallied once more,
and with light beaming in his whole coun-
tenance, he replied :

“ O, I'm Just entering into port now.’
Drop the anchor! drop the anchor.” and
his spirit entered the haven of rest.

Christ dwells in that heart most em-
inently that hath emptied itself of itself.

v

¥



THE GOOD NEWS.

Iy
“lligence of tne Maptist Churches
in Canada.

ﬂle\ The Rev. Mr. Alexander, Minister of
hayi, Tesbyterian Church of Canada,
baps:S ,2dopted Baptist sentiments, was
ghpt'z"d m Brantford, on 23rd ultimo, by

® Rev, Dy, Fyfe. _
sorguth® Rev. Thos. Baldwin, having re-
Ousc":ﬁ his health, has accepted a numer-

from the Church in Vittoria.

onge 12 Baptist bretheren are at present
cent on what they call a Twenty-five
they g};ﬂ for extinguishing the debt on
anq g eological Institute. The Members

herents of the connection are expect-
Contribute this sum and by the pow-
Many littles it is expected the debt
daly, -, CaDcelled. It is a pity there is any
five .- all, but being in debt, the Twenty-
v,,’%’“‘ 8xpedient for wiping it out is a

\h‘PPy one.

. are deeply sorry to learn that the
Wit "0 Literary Institute in connection

g""fu de Baptists has been burned to the

er
wilj

the gy It happened on the morning of
le:. b, anq its origin is a mystery. In

hﬂd?:,ln an hour and a half, that which
inmth“g been a subject of prayer and
Mg o © the Baptists of Canada was a
of ruing 1
enj:y?he Baptist Church in Springford are
\‘Thea precious revival meeting.

ville V. Mr. Anderson of Kempt-
Peopl réceived a large Donation from his
de.,oh‘. ® are glad to hear it. Mr. An-

i th '® an earnest and a faithful labourer
neyard of the Lord.
T—————————

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF CANADA.

Sd?,:; Rev. F. M’Cnuaig, has been ordain-
ation u;-d“‘fted as pastor of the Congre-
,M,é’ ‘Nu}gara, and Port Dalhonsie.—

cat .8 18 a young man of talent and
of in thp“’t)ﬁ and he has been well spoken
l"borede Various districts in which he has
€ wish him God speed.

izaq i me¥ COngregation has been organ-

the ei':mi'fI"mo In the western part of

Presgyy . 1he Rey. James Robertson is at
- A;“I’Pll’mg it.

Wjgy be:wi:?t fruits of the contemplated

OF g

0 this Church and the United
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Presbyterian, the U. P. Congregation of
Stratford being without a minister. have
joined the Free Church, and the congrega-
tion of the Free Church of St. Marys, in
like circumstances, have joined the congre-
gation in [conmectionjwith the U. P.
Church,

—The congregation at York Mills have
entered on a plan of Monthly Contributions
for the extinction of the debt on their
Church. The example is & good one, and
might be easily followed in like circum-
stances.

—On account of the alleged laxity in
the views of many as to the unlawfulness
of marriage with a deceased wife's sister, a
long letter appears in the Record apparent-
ly from a minister. It consists chiefly of
an extract from the speech of some ‘cele-
brated divine, who is not named. ‘We
read the letter with great attention, and we
can honestly say that we have not ived
anything for a long time, that had such a
tendency to make us believe the ¢ opposite’
of the position it was intended to establish.

—We have read with pleasure the Ninth
Annual Report of the Students Total Ab-
stinence Society of Knox College. We
are glad to ses the Total Abstinence cause
supported by students, as we have a right
to expect that they will advocate it on
gospel principles, and make their efforts
subservient to the cause of Christ.

PRESBYTERIAN UNION.

A meeting of the Committees on Union
of the several Presbyterian Synods was
held in St. Andrews Church, Toronto, on
the evening of Thursday, 27th December,
1860. Present: Rev. Dr. George, Rev. G.
Bell, on part of Presbyterian Church of
Canads, in conmection with the Church of
Scotland; Rev. R. Ure, Rev. Dr. Willis,
Rev. Messrs. Young, Topp, Gregg, M'Laren,
and Mr. J. McMurich, on patt of Presby-
terian Church of Canada.

+ Owing to some cause unknown to the

'| meeting, the Committec of the United Pres-

byterian Church had notbeen summon’d but
Dr, Jennings, and Dr, Ormiston, members
of that Committee being present, took their
seats. The following gentlemen being pre-
sent, were invited to sit with the meet-
ing, viz: Rev, Dr. Barclay, Rev. Dr. Leitch,
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Rev. Mr, Bain, Rev.
McLean,

Rev. Dr, Ormiston was ealled to the
chair, and Messrs. Reid and Bell were ap-
pointed clerks.

Rev. Principal Willis, on cail of chair-

men, engioed m prayer.
J !Statements were made as to the action
of the respective Synods with reference to
the gnestion of union among the different
bodies of Presbyterians in the Province.

It was thenagreed to engage in a friend-
ly conference to acertain cach other'sviews,
it being distinetly understood that no dis-
cnssions, or conclusions of this meeting shall
be held as binding any of the Synods in
any way whatever,

After a lengthened conterence of the
most friendly charzcter, it was found, that,
on most of th: questions discusead, there
was a substancial and mest gratifying har-
mony of sentiments and.f eling. "On rome
points there was a dive sity of opinion
frankly expressed, w hich vetdid not appear
to preclude a reasonble hop.e that, through
the blessing of God, the uliimat: removal
of all serious difficultic iu the way of a
general union, may he the happy  results
of further negotiation.

v
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
" OF CANADA IN CONNECTION

WITH THE CHURCH OV RCOT-
= LAND.

The Rev. H. Me Lenrirn, lite of Pais-
ley C. W. has been inducled to the charge
of the Congregation in Whithy. A new
and handsome edifice has boon e ctod,
chiefly through the Vlorality of & Mr.
Laing. Mr. Me Lennan has a lvare and
impo:tant field in and a o nd Whitby, and
if the arrangements fo- tlo centemplate:]
union of the Presiivterizn hodies were con-
sumated Whithy would famisk ore larse
Presbyterian Congreeiti-n,

-=From a vory ~ nsible speech eliv. red
to the Studer t< Missicnary Asociation by
the preoident, we lcarn thag in this Chrrel
Catechists are required to write out before-
hand whutever expositions or exhortations
they may offer to the 1eople, and to hold
themselves in readiness to submit all sneh
written expositior. or exhortations to the
Presbytery when caii ¢ for. We regard
this as a most o, ant arraugeent 1ot

vt erm

1.

Mr. Reid, Hon. A..

THE GOOD NEWS.

mly forthe sak of sounduess of doctrine
but also for the interest of students them-
selves,

————

—A great man in connecion with this
church in Sentland has fallen. The Rev.
Dr. Robertson of Edinburgh has been ear-
ly gathered to his fathers, and bas left few
behind in this Chureh as companions fo
talent, energy and devotedness.

—It is not unfrequently remarked that
no life, however usetul or illustrious, is in-
dispensable ; and the saying, thouyh trite,
s tree. Whea an unfortuuate work inan
gets entangled and crushed o death by a
large piece of machinery, the creat wheels
£o on revelving asif nothing had bappen-
ed ; awnd, when any ove fallsin the world
by disease or accident, the world with its
roaring traffic goes on the rame as ever
Death, cold and aruel, sweeps the genera-
idons of mankind awav, and we are never
missed, no more than the leaves which the
wind sweeps off the tree.  Some of us die
in the dark winter-time, and, before the
sumner is green, we are clean forgotten,
except perchance by one or two loving
bearts.  Men are born and men are buried.
Nations tise and nations fall, but the absor-

ng plan of Providence is independent of
everv vicissitnde on the crust and surface of
the Karth. Tt keeps rolling and unrolling
by night and by day, evolving the Divine
jmrposes without stop or hindrance.

e

Three things are called precious in the
Seriptures preciousfaith,” ( 2 Peter, i, 1);
* presions prowmises.” (verse 4); ¢ precions
bleod” (1 Peter, 1, 19). Al our Pprecious
mercies (wine to ug in precious blood, as
nay be sovn hy comparing these Serip-
fires togrether s Remars, v. 9 Ephesiars, i,
73 Collo sians, i, 20; Ilebrews, ix, 7,14;
x 19271 John, i, 7: Revelations L5 It
wis an excellent saying  of Luther, « One
little drop of thisblood is more worth than
heaven and earth.”  Christ’s blood is hea-
ven's key.—[Brooks.

F'have read of a fountain that at noon-
day is eold, and at midnightit grows warm ;
0 many a precious soul is cold Godward,
and heavenward, and holineesward, in the
day of prosperity, that grow warm God-
ward, and heavenward, and holinessward
in the wmiduight of adversity. '
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Regulation of Thought.

For man to think is as natural as it is for

© sun to shine. By controlling the
nking power we do not mean that you
2re 10 cease to think, This is impossible.
Th!nk you must. Mind moves onward
‘%8 1f touched by invisible impulses. ~Ar-
Test it you cannot, but regulate it you
May. Stationary it cannot be; but it is
0 your power to give it a right or a
¥rong direciion. If you were the pro-
Prietor of a mill with costly machinery, it
Would\be for you to decide what materials
should be worked by that machinery,
¥hether cotton or wool, or flax, or silk.

Ou gre that proprietor. The thinking
aculty ig a vast and costly machinery.—

0 supply it with workable materials con-
Situtes a solemn part of your responsi-
b’hf‘y' If you do mnot supply it with that
Which is pood and profitable, it has a ter-
Tible facility for seizing the worthless and
Nurious, "It is a prodigious power for

00d or for evil. Rightly regulated, it
May ascend to an equality with the angels;
eave it neglected and nneontrelled, and it
,]w‘n ome debased, and sink vou to a
Vel with the fiend. Your character is
Just what your thoughts make it. Your
thoughts constitute the mould where your
o aracter s formed and fashioned.
RANRE onlv the embodiment or develop-
ment of your thoughts  You think first,
v % act or speak. " Thought is the foun-
;‘a‘“ whence action and speech flow.  How
tg‘ml‘tﬂ}lt to keep the fountain pure, that
n’e entire life may be one pellucid, jeren-
12l stream, ever mirroring forth the bright-
638 of heaven. It is a lamentable fact,
thf“‘ there are many towering intellects
TIng waste, The world is unhappily full
of the‘spendthrif(s of mind as well as of
money. * If aj] the mind that has Deen
0ervated with excesses, and paralysed for

Want of Yealthful exercise, had been very |

'gorously and legitimately employed. At
Wox}ld hz;\'e be(*%) still ymnr}; refined ;
h.llosophy would have shed a purer light:
Cience would have made prouder dis-
ﬁf“es; mankind would have reaped a
cher harvest of knowledge, and brilliant
sto‘lghts, like shining stars, would have
Udded moye thickly our mental horizon.
rige man who has Jearnt to think well and

htly, never need be alone, for he'lcan

“

S
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people solitude, and cheer the dreariness of
night with bright and pure thoughts. He
may languish innocently in the dungeon,
whither the tyrant's hand has thrust him,
or he may be stretched on his restless
couch in the hospital, or he may lie
emaciated on his pallet of straw in his
lonely garret; but alone he cannot be, for
holy and happy thoughts, like angels of
mercy, flit to and fro before his mental
vision, and become his joyful companions.

Bearing Crosses.

The Crusades of old, we are told, nsed to
bear a painted cross upon their shoulders ; it
is to be feared that many among us take up
erosses which sit just as lightly ; things of or-
nament, passports to respectability, a cheap
exchange for a struggle we never madg and a
crown we never strove for. But let us not
deceive ourselves. None ever yet cntered in-
to the kingdom of heaven without tribulation
—not, perhaps, the tribulation of fire-cross, or
rebuke or blasphemy; but the tribulation of a
bowed spirit and a humble heart; of the flesh
crucified to the spirit and of hard coufllicts
with the power of darkness; and, therefore, if
our religion be of such a pliable or elastic
forin as to have cost us neither pains tof ac-
qnive, nor self-denial to preserve, nor efforts
"to advance, norstiugle to maintain holy and
| uudefiled. we muy be assred our place
among the ranks of the risen dead will be

. with that prodigious multitude who were pure
e owa eyess and yot ware not washed
remn their filthiness —Rev. Dr. Moore.
Baa o
‘The Smyptoms of Backsliding.

1If decay of love of Christ be our disease,
it will have such symptoms as these :

1. Christ will be lessin our heart and mouths
than formerly. 2. We will be more slack in
our ohedience, and have less delight in our duty
than hefore. 3. It is asign of decaying love,
when we lose our tenderness of eonseienc, and
wonted abhorrence of sin. Christ’s enemy. 4.
When we are more easy under Christ’s ab-
sence and withdrawings, and less anxious for
His presence. 5. When we lose our wonted
appetites for our spiritnal food and nourish
ment from Christ in the ordinance. 6. Whre
we lose our public spiritedness and consent
for theinterest of Christ’s kingdown aund glory
in the world. 7. When we are little concerned
1o have heart holiness, which is Christ's image
drawn upon the soul. 8. When we have little
desire for Christ's coming, for the enjoyment of
Mim in heaven. 9. When ecarthly minded-
ness and love to the world is on the on hand.




Inuumerable 8ins.

We sometimes make calculations. Here
.18 one made many years ago by a man of
God. Wishing to impress on us the number
of our sing, he gives the following arith-
metical detail. He says: If you broke the
law of God only *“ once in 24 hours,’ ’then
you cowmit no less than—
3,600 sins at the age of ten years,
10,900 sins at the age of thirty years,
18,250 sims 4t the age of fifty years.
Now, ‘one’ sin is enough to ruin the
soul forever. One such mill-stone is
enough to sink a soul to the depths!—
Bat if the person break the law ‘once
every hour,’ then he has commitjed—
87,600 siug at the age of teu,
262,800 sins at the age of thirty,
438,000 sins at the age of fifty.
And, again remember, that even ‘vnesin
brings death.  * The soul that sinneth, it
shall die,” But if we suppose the
person to break the law of Gad ¢ once every
mimute,” then he comnrita—
5,256,000 sius at the age of ten,
15,568,000 sing at thw age of thitty,
36,792,000 sins at the uge of fifty.
And, if we were to suppose a sinner, going’
on in sin, and sinning ‘every moment’
( which is the truth in 1egard to the un-
forgiven and unconverted), then here is the

apalling statement of your case. You have
-.committed—
315,036,000 sins at the age of ten,

946,060,000 sins at the age of thirty,
1,576,800,000 sins at the age of fifty’

"~ And were you to go on in this course to
old age, then at ‘eighty,’ you will have sin-
ned above ¢ two thousand five bundred and
twenty-two millions -of sins!

‘What asolemn thing, Reader, if youare
unforgiven and unwashed, though you have
heard that—

“There is a fountain fill'd with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins;
And sinners plung'd beneath that flood
Lose all their gnilty stains 1%

Haste to it even now. Wash and be thou
<lean,
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A Semi-monthly periodical, devoted to the
Religious Education of the old and young.

1. It will contain usually original and se?oofr
ed articles on Practical Religion.

2. Revival intelligence, and accounts of the
various Christian movements for the amelio®
ation of society.

3. A Scripture Lesson for every sabbath ip
the year, adapted-to aseist pareuts and teacherd

4, News of the charches in Canada.

6. A sermot from some living Preacher.

The Goop News ie published on the 1sh
and 15th of every month, at One Dollur 8
year, in advance.

The Evangelizer.

A religious periodical, unsectarian in char-
acter, and devoted exclusively, to the advance
ment of the kingdom of God in the world, if
published toward the end of the month atthe
low price of 25 cents per annum : or 50 copies
of one issue for a dollar.

The matter of the EvanoeLizEr consists of
articles original and selected,and is adapted to
arouse sinuers.  Direct inquirers and quicken
God’s people.

The Evasorrizer has now a circulation Of
15000 copies mouthly, and is well ted for .
circulation in all districts bat especially in
those districts where men are perishing for
lack of knowledge.

The Gospel Message.

In a small periodical we pnblish and iti#
substantially a Gospel tract of four pages of
two Gospel tracts of two pages each, or four
Goepel tracts of one page each. One hundred’
and forty copies of Gospel Message by post :
in Canada for 50 ceota.

Back numbers can de supplied. .

A Scheme of Sahbath 8chool Lessons fof |
every Sahbath in 1861, are supplied by post fof
ten cents per dozen. 3

—

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS

Agxxe—We will be glad to send a numbe
of copies on application to those who wish
aid us a8 agents. :

Postace—The Good Newe, Evungelizer sod 1
Gospel Messa.ge are delivered in Censr ’
de Fzez of Posrace :

—

PUBLISHED BY ROBERT KENNEDY |
Pxrrsoorr, C.W, %0 whom all communie®
tions and eontributions must be addresssd
prepaid. . .

U
C. J. Hynes' Steam Presses, Prescoth -




