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A SEMI.MONTHLY PERIODICAL:

B

l)EVOTED to the RELIGIOUS EDUCATION of the OLD AND YOUNG

THE CHURCEH.

REV. H. B, WRAY, B. A.

CONTINUATION OF SERMON ON “MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM.”

i ?llankind never did agree upon any re-
810us topic since the controversy between

.Cf‘in and Abel. The first man who ever

1ed, died for religion. But there is no

- eligious topic upon which men have dis-

%g'%d 80 extensively, as the subject of the
hurch; and, perhaps, there is no dis-
iﬂ“ment, or misunderstanding which
ha been more injurions to the peace and
d ™ony of Christians, than the misun-
Stetanding of this subject. Therefore,
Wethinks, ~that it is a very befitting sub-
¥ for me to say a word or two upon,
“hen T ap, preaching the Gospel to a con-
%;egation composed of Episcopalians, Pres-
P8 to some who have never been con-
“cted with any Church. While I do Dot
“Xpact to make you all think alike upon all
s of lesser moment, on which the wi-
%5t and best Christians have held a great
Yersity of opinion; yet, I hope that we
tyny BTee upon the grand, essential, vital
ﬁ:;.hs which involve man’s eternal salva-
4icThe Church is used by all religious bo-
2 “8 10 represeut that particular demoni-
8on o ‘which they belong. The Inde-
Pendent and Free Church-man talk of the
iLeurch asif they alone were the centre of
Ufallibilicy, Let me show you, in as few
th:d'-as perspecuity will allow, what. is
“J'}mary mesning in which the term i
In the Bible. JZirst—the name—
.Vl g,

hat‘erians, Methodists, Baptists, and per-’

Secondly—a few of its distinctive cha
racteristica. -
The word Church literally means & peo-
ple called out: thatis, a people called from
the service of Satan to the service of God;
or, it means the house of the Lord, God’s
spiritual temple built of lving stones.
Thus Paul characterizes believers, God's
building; o habitation of God through
the Spirit. Having an High Priest over
the House of God. By the Chureh is
uniformly meant in Seripture, the whole
body of believers, of which Christ is the
head. Our Lord himself fixes the mean-
ing of the word where he tells his disciples
to rejoicebecause their names were written
tn Heaven. By the Church, therefore, is
meant true believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ of every age, nation and kindred,
the whole body of Christ both in Heaven
and Earth.  In our Communion Service it
is denominated the ¢ blessel company of
all faithful people: members incorporate in
the mystical body of Christ;” the Church
of our text, the Church of the Bible, is
God the Father’s redeemed family, God the
Son’s Meek Bride, God the Holy Ghost’s
sanctified Temple. This is the flock of
Christ—the royal priesthood—chosen ge-
neration—peculiar people—light of the
world—the salt of the earth. :
Becondly ~—Characteristics of the
Church——1st. Mystery——yes, mysterious
is the ‘mnion of the divine and hu-
man niyres in Christ the Church’s head,

M. & 3
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kis name shall be called Wonderful. Mys-
terious, the vital and spiritual union sub-
sisting between Christ and his faithful
oncs. It is however a plainly revealed
Scripture fact; and our £xty is to state,
not what may appear most rational for God
to reveal, but simply what God has re-
vealed. While this union is so mysteri-
ous and ineffable, infinitely transcendiug
every conception of our finite minds; yet
it is so mear and intimate as to bear some
distant resemblance to the one-ness of the
'{hree persons of the Godhead. Thisis not
a dogma of the Schools, but an inspired
truth taught us by the spoecial revelation
of Christ himself, when He prayed for his
Church. “ That they all may be one; as
thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be one in us.” This union,
is a mystery, net of man’s invention, but
of God’s revelation, It is plain and clear
to God. Mystery is only another name
for our ignorancc. The mechanism of
creatjon is to us mysterious, not so to God,
to whom nature is art. All around us is
mystery—man is a mystery, God is a mys-
tery, Leaven is & mystery, hellis a myste-
ry; but great as all divine mysteries are, as
God’s revelation to us, we mustin simple
faith admire them, and gaze upon them
in holy wonder, love and praise. When
the Holy Ghost  sheds light upon them,
they will teach us humility, and cause us
to presume less on our own judgment.
Aunother grand feature of the Church is
Divine presentiality—« Lo I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world.
Christin you the hope of glory.”
Spirituality—This is an essential feature
of Christ's Church. “If any man have
not the Spirit of Christ he is none of his,
Romans viil, 14; xiv. 17.
Redemption.—It is & redeemed Church.
Redemption is always spoken of in Serip-
ture in a vicarious sense, as an atonement
made, not only for sin, but for sinners; a
substitutionary saerifice; a ransom paid for
certain characters—all believers. ¢ Yo are
not your own, ye are bought with a price
—to feed the Church of God, which he
hath purckased with his own blood.” The
song of the redeemed beautifully attributes
the redemption of the Church to the vica-
rious sacrifice of Christ, “ thou hast re-
deemed "8 to God by thy blood, out of
every kindred, and tongue, and people,
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and nation.” Redemption is a fact, 8
finished work. ¢Itis finishod.”

Vocation—It is a called Church, I Cor.
i. 2, Romans i. 8; viiii. 30. Effectua] call-
ing by the Holy Ghost in conversion and re-
generation are represented in Scripture, 38
essentially necessary to the individual sal-
vation of a sinner, as the work of Christ
The believer is under equal obligation to
the three persous of Jehovah, The work
of Christ and the werk of the Spirit, are
mutually necessary to each others efficacy-
Without the atoning work of Christ, there
would have been no salvation for sinners;
without the quickening, sin-convincing,
converting work of the Holy Ghost, no
sinner would accept that salvation. The
great work of applying the benefit of
Christ's death, sprinkling the blood of
Christ upon the individual conscience and
soul, is in & special way the office of the
Spirit. John xiv. 7. Christ finished the
work of salvation upon the cross; the Holy
Spirit begins the work of salvation in the
soul.

Is not this mystery clearly revealed in
the typical sacrifice of the Paschal lamb,
it was not enough that the blood was shed,
but that blood must be sprinkled upon the
lintels of the doors with hyssop; figuring
to us the work of the Spirit in applying the
efficacy of the great sacrifice to tha indivi-
dual heart.  Christ has opened the prison
door, but the prisoners will not come out.
“ They fancy musio in their chains, and so
forget their load;” until the Holy Ghost
“ says to the prisoners, goforth,” ‘no spell
bound sinner will ever come' trembling to
the feet of Jesus, crying, « what must I do
to be saved.” Christ by his death, has
rolled away thestone from the door of the
grave of dead, corrupt humanity; but,- no
Lazarus will arise, no soul dead in sin will
be quickened, until the Holy Spirit gives
the command, “ Loose him, and let him

o!
8 Justification and Saenctification.—It is
a justified and sanctified Church. Wejoin
these two cardinal doctrines together;
while they are essentially distinct, they are
inseparably connected, and what God has
Joined together, we must not put asunder.
The one signifies our title to, the other, our
“ meetness for the inheritance of the
Saints of light.” The one expresses what
Christ has done for us; the other, what
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He works in us; the one is a relative, the
Othe}‘ a real change. The doctrines of
Ohmtianity are prefigured in the facts of

gh_ristinnit.y. These two doctrines of a.

Ving Church were ‘tevealed to us on the
@oss of Calvary, in the water and the
blood that flowed from the Redeemer's

8ide,

“To be of sin the double cure;
To acquit from guilt and make us pure.”

These are the two grand arteries flowing
f'Pc'm the heart of Jesus Christ, conveying
ife, and causing spiritual circulation through
all the members of his mystical body. As
1o the symbol of the vine and the branches,
As thesap from'the parent trunk permeates
the branches, and makes them bear fruit,so
doas the life snd gracc of Christ animate
all believers, and enable thein to bear the
Peaceful fruits of righteousness. “This ig
8 great mystery! It is the Lord’s doing;
1 13 marvellous in our eyes.”

While much is said, well said, and writ—
ten about justification by the blood and
Tighteousness of Christ, being the article of
a standing or falling church; perhaps, too
little is said and written about regeneration
of heart and life, by the spirit of Christ,
being the article of a living or dying
church. The church that is without
Christ’s righteousuess, is destitute of the
¢lement of its standiug; the church that is
without the Holy Spirit's work, bas no
eloment of life, Therefore, it is just 88 ne-
cessary that we should preach to you the
ecessity of spiritual regeneration and fit-
ness for Heaven, by the work of God’s Spi-
rit, as that we should preach the necessit
%fo a title to Heaven by the work of God’s,

D.

Antiguity.—TIt is an ancient Church,
Numbers, tradition and antiquity, are not
Certain criteria of a true church. Error
does not become venerable and command
respect, merely becatise it is old. Truth
has ever been in a minority, Christ’s
Church has ever been a little flock. The
Church of Christ has the only true claim
to antiquity; she is not only Patristic but
Apostolic; her members quote the autho.
rity of the apostles,prophets and patriarchg
«they date back to the ancient archives
of the everlasting covenant; her membery
are an aucient people, “* chosen 1n Chrigt
before the foumﬁtious of the world were
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laid.” If antiquity commands respect and
veneration, what can parallel the crossinall
the elements of a true antiquity; before the
suns of the morning sang together, and
celebrated a new-born world, eventhen the
cross was erected upon the high and holy
hills of Jehovah's councils standing forth in
prominent relief, the one central object,
shedding its splendors upon the past, and
casting its glories upon the future, the on-
ly hope of them that should believe to the

.end of time.

Catholicity—It is the Holy Catholic
Church, because all its members are holy;
people doubly holy, through the imputed
sud imparted righteousness of Christ.
Catholic, because her members are gather-
ed out of the whole world: ber paleisthe

universe. I will bring my sons from

afar, and my daughters from the ends of
the earth. I will hissfor them and I will
gather them, for I have redeemed them.
Because her doctrines are catholic—one bo-
dy and one spirit; one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God and Father of all.
All have sinned: all the world Kave be-
come guilty before God, that he might have
mercy upon all. Come unte me all ye
that labour and are heavg laden. Ho every
one that thirsteth come ye to the walers:
and the Spirit and the bride say come, and
whosever will, let him take the water of
lifefreely. Thisis Catholic doctrine. Ca-
tholic, because her religion and worship
are circumscribed by no natural,convention-
al boundaries, and are suited to every peo-
ple, country and age; it has no peculiar
exemptions or privileges for any sex, age,
order, or degree; all are one in Chnst.
Jew and Gentile, bond and free. “ The
righteousness of Christ is unte and upon

that believe, for there is no difference.

The Gospel is the religion of sinners, not
of sectaries; it is designed to be universal,
jmmortal; it spesks a language that all can
understand, and in tones that all must feel.
Catholie, because all its members have
large hearts, expanding with love and cha-
rity to all the particular compartments of
the universal church; recognizing every
msn as a friend and brother, who loves the
Lord Jesus Christ in sineerity, and conse-
crates his being to theglory of his Saviour,
who opened his arms on the accursed tree
to embrace a lost world, when emptying
his heart of all but love; and I believe, just
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in proportion as Christians are destitute of
this catholic spirit, which can rejoice in the
uccess of all churches where Jesus Christ
records his blessed name, are they going
back to the exclusivism of Judaism, and
receding from the glorious dispensation of
the Gospel of liberty. The tabernacle of
Christ’s Church, is the univeme; her tem-
ple is open at the top, lighted from above
by the sunshine of a Father's love. But
when the congregation is all complete,
when the flock is all gathered in, of which
“not a hoof will be left behind,” this tem-
ple of living stones will be roofed in with
a crowning dome of glory, and the « head-
stone thereof will be brought forth with
shoutings of grace—grace unto it.”

¢ Grace all the work shall crown.”

Unity—Church unity is not rigid uni-
formity in externals, but internal spiritual
identity. As the physical unity of the
whole human family is traceable to one
commen centre, 8o all the redesmed family
derive their features of spiritual unity from
Christ their head, the second Adam.

Division—Is another characteristic of
the Church of Christ, not essentially, but
accidentally, owing to the infirmities and
sins of her members. Like the disciples
in the infant Church, Christians are still
falling out by the way, and the question
at issue is still the same, not who shall be
the Jeast in the kingdom of Heaven, “but
who shall be the greatest?” The old hea-
thens said of the young church, “ behold
how these Christians love one another!”
What think ye would heathens say of the
old church, that has ¢ kingsfor her nurs-
ing fathers, and queens for her nursing
mothers,” if they were to read our religious
newspapers; perhaps it would be to this
offect—behold how these lambs resemble
wolves, how they bite and devour one ano-
ther; how they hate another, When
Christians take common ground, and make
common cause against a common enemy,
sin and Satan, then, and not till then, will
the world helieve that we are the true fol-
lowers of those who were ¢ first called
Christians at Antioch.  When all the
evangelical churches take the Bible for
their platform, Gethsemane and Calvary
for their stand-points, and casting their
little diflerences into the broad lap of frail
humanity, rally round the cross as a com-
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not merely to bring men into their pale, t
wear their badge, and promounce thei
Shibboleth, but to bring sinners into the
arms of one common Saviour—all ambas-
sadors for one king—all fighting the good
fight of faith under one Captain, though
wearing different uniforme—all facing thq
same enemies of their holy religion, though
wearing different facings upon their religi-t
ous creeds: when Christians thus go forth
in a holy phalanx of hope and love, under.
the Omnipotent leadership of our conquer-
ing Emmanuel, then will the world believe
that we are Christians indeed and in
truth,

The Church is divided in its place of
abode; ong part is on earth, the other in
glory; one in the holy place, the other has
gassed the veil, and entered the holy-of

olies; one, like the tribe of Rueben, re-
mains in the green pastures on this eide
Jordan; the other has passed over to the
happy land of promise; one, like the fami-
ly of Jacob, has crossed over the ford of’
Jabbok; the other, like the patriarch, tar-
ries at this side to wrestle with the angel
till the day dawn and the shadows flee
away.

Progression—The Church must pro-
grese, Grace must grow in the Church
collectively, and in the hearts of individual
believers.  The Lord is adding daily to His
Church such as shall be saved. ¢« The
path of the just is as a shining light, shin-
ing more and more unto the perfect day.”
There is an undercurrent of grace flowing
gradually onward, though unseen and un-
regarded by the world. '

The progress of the Church of Christ
bears a strict and beautiful analogy to the
progress of the Divine life in the soul of the
individual believer, The growth of grace
in the soul appears frequently to be sus-
pended: the world, the flesh, and the de-
vil, contend fiercely withthe power and in-
fluence of the Gospel in the heart. The
believer is often dismayed and ready to say
with Rebekah, ¢ if it be so with me, why
am I thus assailed by Satan;” or with Da-
vid, “I shall one day perish by the hand
of Saul. The life-giving traths of God
are almost eradicated from the mind. But
though we forget God, he will not forget
himself, he will not deny himself. He
carries on the purposes of his unmerited

mon standard, all striving heart and hamg
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Tercy in the herrts of his people, notwith-
Standing all our faithfulness, «Having
Oved his own, he loves them to the end.”
1t is, has been, and will continue with
Tespect to the progress of truth and the
%nquest of the Church in the world.
hrist, by his truth, grace and spirit, will
Conquer all difficulties. The world and the
devil, infidelity, rationalism and error in all
s Protean developments, are now arrayed
against the trath of God. Yet, when all
Seeming temporal hind-ances and spiritual
Obstacles, and departures from the truth of
Gospel, seem to delay the glorious
Consummation of Jehovah's purposes in
hrist, God’s foundation standeth sure.
Al human events are made subservient to
8race, Everything is foreseen and pro-
Vided for in every age ; events are over-
iled to the furtherance of his divine de-
Signs, and instruments aro raised up accu-
Tately adapted to achieve his pecuiiar ob-
Jects, .

. God makes the wrath of man to praise
him,  Bad as well as good men have been
Promoting in different ways and with dif-
erent motives, the same object, the exten-
Slon of Christ's kingdom on earth. The
Political Jehus, while battling with the
Weapons of carnal zeal for civil and religi-
ous liberty, arc the apostles of the Prince
of Peace, the heralds of the eross, without
Intending it. Kver since the days of the

abylonish, Persian, Macedonian, and

Oman eonquerors, instruments have been
Tised up in their respective spheres of ge-
Uon, to humble the tyrants of the earth,
Shiver the iron sceptres of despotism, and
Prepare a way for the missionaries of the

xospel.  Oh! that thesoldiers of Christ’s

ngdom would evince the same self-sacri-
cing zeal, as do those brave fellows, those

&roes of freedorn, who now appear upon
the political stage sounding the trump of
3nother Jubiles through the length and

readth of Christendem, filling men’s hearts
With the enthusiam of truth, and waking

! Europe with the thunders of long dor-
Tmant liberty and oppressed Christianity.

Providence is a great mystery. The
all important fact which history is every
ay disélosing is this—this world, with its
“omplicated machinery, is Christ’s world,
aud all passing events are subservient to
Y the Church and the glory of God in
brist. Thisblessed truth is the only key
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to explain the mysteries of Providence.
Facts are the alphabet of history. Al-
though we cannot read clearly its mysteri-
ous page; although we cannot reconcile its
facts and events of history, we cannot see
how they are conducive to God's glory,
and cousistent with his attributes—yet,
when the work is finished all will be legi-
ble, plain; and when the mystically inter-
woven tapestry of Providence iscompleted,
allwill be clear; when the volume I8 fini-
shed, one short sentence in golden letters
will explain all its darkest lines—rChrist
is all.”

Diminution—The Church militant is
daily decreased to increase the Church tri
umphant; the empty chair and the vacant
pew are coniributing to fill the “many
mansions” in glory. 'We mourn theabsent
friend, forgetful that to be absent in the
body is to be present with the Lord; we
sorrow when a voice is silenced inthe fami-
ly and congregational choir. Ab, but
could we lift the veil that separates the
eternal world from our view, we would re-
joice that the ransomed choir is more com-
plete, and  the harps of Heaven more re-
spobsive.

% Tig sweet when year by year we lose
Friends lost to sight in faith, to muse
How grows in Paradise our store.

Whether the trees of the Lord’s right
hand planting are cut down by the scythe
of death or thesword of persecution, they
will tlourish in perennial youth in Para-
dise. The promise is sure—¢they who
are planted in the house of the Lord shall
flourish in the courts of our God.” The
Church, like the palm tree, the more it is
crushed Luds and shoots the more vigor-
ously. Churches have been cut down al-
most to the very roots, and have been, and
shall be visited with a spring-time of divin3
favor, sending forth from their hewn and
trampled trunks branches of richest frujt-
fulness and living verdure covering the hills
with the shadow of their boughs,

Lord send us a Penticostal shower and
water our parched little vineyard with the
dew of Thy blessing; and it in Thy mys-
terious Providence the nether springs of
Thy bonnty are stopped, close not from
our thirsting souls the upper springs of
Thy grace. Fear notlittle flock, it is your
Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. Lastly:—
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Glorification—It is a glorious Church.
“ Whom he justified them he also glorified.”
This is the Church that shall be truly glo-
rious at the last. When all earthly glory
shall have paesed away, then shall thisglo-
rious Church be presented in the dew of
her youth “ arrayed in fine linen clean and
wLite at the marriage supper of the Lamb.”
Such are a few of tlgae distinctive features of
the Holy Catholic Church.

These are doctrinal mysteries but they
bave a practical aim and tendency. Doc-
trines are the great motives to duty; and
the most mysterious of all doctrines, the
doetrine of the cross, and spiritual union
with Christ are made the groundwork by
the apostles of all practical exhortgtions.
. The latter chapters of the Epistles to the
Romans, Colossians, and Ephesians, you
will please to read, as illustrations of this
truth. The practical object of my re-
marks has been to lead you to the personal
examination of your characters and condi-
tion in the sight of God; to lead us all to
more humbling views of our own sinful-
ness, vileness, and wickedness by nature;
and to higher views of the value and pre-
ciousness of Christs work.  There-
fore, they know not whereof they af-
firm, and are libellers of the preaching of
a full and free Gospel, who say that the
setting forth the free sovereign grace of the
Lord and the finished work of Chuist, has
a tendency to induce presumption and un-
godliness of life. The apostles assert the
very opposite; they declare, that the very
cause and motive that must operate in the
believer’s breast to muke him bring forth
fruit to the glovy of God, is thg fact that
he has been called by sovereign grace, and
redeemed by the precious blood of Churist.
To tell 2 manto do good works before that
be is influenced by Gospel motives and
principles, is just totell him to mske bricks
without straw, to parform the whole duty
of man, before he had received any portion
of the grace of God.

The practical object of this discourse has
been to lead you to put this all-iroportant
question to vour consciences—am [ a liv-
ing member of Christ’s Chureh, achild of
God and an inheritor of the Kingdom of
Heaven? 1s Christ in me and I in Him:
has he given me his nature, as I have tak-
en his name?

Examine yourselves then, friends, and
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see what is the ground of your hope; whe-
ther the Gospel has come to you in power of -
inword only. May you be led childlike
to the feet of Jesus, the great Prophet, to
say: “Lord what I know not teach me.”
Ob that the Holy Spirit may vouchsafe to
make Christ 4 Saviour of life to' you all
May Christ lift up your hearts for the out~
pouring of his wisdom, power and holi-
ness; that you may see and know what is
the «fellowship of the mystery, what the
hope of your calling, and what the riches
of the glory of your inheritance with the
saints.” Read Ephesians iii. 16-20, It is
only the Spirit of the Lord God in a
preached Christ, that can bring to the pe-
nitent singgr’s heart the blessings of the
glorious Gospel inall their full and appre-
hended reality and power.
May God of his infinite mercy enable
ﬂou to put these questionsseriously to your
earts. May we all seek to be kept near to
oneanother and united in the bonds of the
Gospel. Letus pray that our Jove to our
Lord,to each other and to all maukind, may

-abound more and more ; may the uniting

Spirit of Christ knit us togetber in the
blessed communion of the saints, that with
one heart and one mind we may exert our-
selves to advance the glory of God in pro-
moting the extension of the Redeemer’s
kingdom and the common sslvation of all
our souls,

Let us value more the church privileges

‘which we enjoy. I have no faith in the

religion of the man who says, it matters
littie where we worship, and who does not
consider his own church the best and love
itthe most. A Jove and predilection for
our own particular church is not only ne-
cessary but natural. He who loves all
churches alike, has never loved any aright,
nor has any true love for God, nor can he
be said to Jove the Universal Church if he
i3 not visibly connected with oue of its
branches. A Christian without either
shepherd or pasture is a most inconsistent
character; his soul will derive littie spiritn-
al nourishment from the broad right of
common which he claims.

To value any thing merely on account of
its antiquity is little-minded, contemptible,
but to undervalue what is valuable and
excellent merely because it is ancient, is far
more contemptible. While I love the
Church universal and love all who love the
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Lord Jesus Christ in sincereity, I love my
O Church the most, with almost a sum
ous reverence; and that Church &
€ver have the first place in my affections
8nd the highest place inmy prayers, which
28 connedted with the land of my fathers’
Sepulchres 80 many time-honored associa-
tious, and hallowed memories. The church
%hich I believe to be most catholic and
Scriptural in doctrine, most anciert and
8postolic in origin, and most primitive in
Mtual; & church which has given to the
World, in her Liturgy and 39 Articles, the
Doblest composition of uninspired man, the
lest and most complete summary of di-
VIne truth that ever came from human
0. A church that can number among
+ 38t ministers such a bright galaxy of pious
and Jearned divines, those great expositors
of seri ture, those mighty masters of mo-
Tal and casuistic science, whose names and
Writings are synonymous with whatever is
Criptural in doctrine. sublime in thonght,
Wgestic in theme, rich, powerful and no-
e in elocution, strict in logic, cogent in
dfgument, and practical in tendency. Alas!
at men should consider it a wmark of su-
‘Perior sanctiiy to separate from a church
12 communion with which such men lived,
Such men died.
May the Lord abundantly bless our
postolic Church and make her a blessing
to thig land; may he lengthen her cords
2nd strengthen her stakes; may righteous-
Dess be the foundation of her walls, truth
peace the ornament of her palaces;
Mmay Christ be the foundation of her faith,
the ground of her union, and thusehe shall
e a3 she ever has been, the fortress of Pro-
testantisin and the bulwark of Gospel truth
In the world. May the pure spark of apos-
lolic zeal that was dropped from Heaven
to the hearts of her Reformers and fan-
Ded intoa seraphic flame in the hearts of
er confessors who sealed their faith with
their blood; may it never die or flicker
Upon her altar, till it is lost in the full ef-
fulgence and blessedness of the Millennial
Morn,  Then the Chief Shepherd shall.ap.
I'ear to separate the sheep from the goats,
the chaff from the wheat. Then there
8hall be « one fold and one shepherd;”
then there will be no difference between
‘hrist’s sheep, thenall the wheat that hag

grown in Cannan, however it may have beey |

Separated by helges o carth, when it js
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thered into the heavenly garner, shall

e God’s wheat without one single mark to
distinguish that once Chgistians differed in
outward circumstances, modes and forms.

Lastly—My friends, let us not forget the
“ Church in the house.” Family religion
is the most unmistakable test of Christian
character; where two or three are met to-
gether in Christ's name, there is a trus
church; wherever the believer has a tent,
there God has an altar. Itis in the family
that we are to look for the most genuine
fruits of righteousness, the most unmistak-
ableevidences of whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, just, pure,
lovely and of good report, if there be any
virtue, it is in the family and the life that
we are 100 look for its most beautifulillus-
trations. May God enable us to bring up
our children in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord.

We shall soon take an eternal farewell of
anotber, and comparatively wmis-spent year.
This is a favorable point for reflection. Let
us put to our consciences the question of
Pharaok to Jacob: How old art thou?
how many years have I lived to God4 how
raany years of my past life have been spent
in the service of Satan or God? One of
these two masters I have been serving.
How many Sabbaths have I devoted to my
worldly business, how many to God. In
the Yast year I have given to God or the
devil seven weeks of precious Sablaths, in
the last seven years, I have given to God
or the devil one entire year of precious
Sabbaths, in fifty years, I have given to
God or the devil seven years of precious
Sabbaths. Solemn thought. Try and
think this thought over.

We all differ in age, circumstances, gifts
and graces, but we all agree in this, we are
all sinners; we must die. Some of usmust
die soon; we must all die certainly. We
must all tenant the dark chambers of the
grave. The coffin, the winding-sheet, aud
the worm, are common marks of unity.
The grave is the only earthly picture of
equality; there is the small and great,
and there the servant is frea from his mas-
ter. There will be unity in the grave.
The ashes of Ephraim and Judah will
sleep peacefully together in the same urn,
« What are you looking for, Diogenes, in
that heap of rubbish,” (said the monarch

who sat upon the throne of the woild, yet
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never learned to govern himself, or to
solve that mysterious problem, wkat shall
 profit a man if be shall gain the whole
world and lose his own soul), to which the
sage replied, “I was just looking for your
sather Philip's bones, but I could not dis-
cerr them from those of his slaves.” Some,
while the game of life, which moralists call
chanee, is being played, are kings, queens,
knights, and some are humble pawns, upon
the checkered stage of society, moves, pla-
ces and relative positions must be observ-
ed. But when the game is over, how alter-
ed is the case, like chess-men thrown into
a bag, the bones and ashes of kings and
beggars commingle unceremoniously inthe
lap of mother-earth, awaiting the trump of
God to summon an assembled world to the
board of judgment. What a revolution
will then take place; the first shall be last,
and the last firet. May you, and I find
mercy of the Lord in that day, for Christ’s
sake.

I leave you, the question, amI a king?
¢o I belong to old Simon Peter’s royal

priesthood ! Believers are kings and priests
}sy birth, and extraction; in their relations
aud alliances. There is no gradatiou of
rank among God’s children, they all belong
to the blood-royal of Israel; they are all
on a footing of equality. The brother
says the apostle, « of low degree rejoices
that he is exaltcd, and the rich in that he
is made low. They are all one in Christ
Jesus,

Fellow-sinners, its both a solemn and
sublime thought, that there are but two
kingdoms and two great alliances, the
kingdom of Christ, and the kingdom of
Satan; thosewho will, and those who will
not have Christ to reign over them. To
which kingdom do you belong ?

I will conclude in the language of our
Liturgy, praying, that « God who has knit
together his elect in one communion and
fellowship in the mystical body of His Son
Jesus Churist, may grant us grace to follow
the blessed saints in all godliness of living;
that we being regenerate and made His
children by adoption and grace, may daily
be rencwed by the Holy Spirit, through
the same Jesus Churist, who liveth and
reigneth with the Father and the same
Spirit, ever one God, world without end,
Ameu. :

NEWS.
MIRACULOUS DELIVERANCE,

BY THE AUTHOR OF
“THE SINNER'S FRIEND.”

At a public meeting of the Norwich City
Mission one of the speakers gave the follow-
ing deeply interesting narrative of the recovery
of a wretched individual who appeared lost,
almost beyond hope.

In the town (Maidstone), where I reside,
(said the speaker, Mr.J. V. Hall), were twelve
young men who were accustomed, early in life,
to meet together for indulgence in drinking
and all manner of excess. In the course of
time, some of them engaged in business; but
their habits of sin were so entwined with their
very existence, that they became bankrupts or
insolvents. Eight of them died under the age
of forty, without a hope beyond the grave;
three others were reduced to the most abject
poverty. Two of these had formerly moved
1o very respectable circles, but they are now
in the most miserable state of poverty, dis-
grace and wretchedness.

One more, the last of the twelve, the worst
of all, remains to be accounted for. He was
a sort of ringleader, taking the head of the
table at convivial parties, and sitting up whole
nights, drinking and inducing others to do
the same. He was an infidel, a blasphemer, a
despiser of the word of God; yet a good-
natured man, end would do anybody a kind-
ness. At length he left the town, and went
to reside at a distance, where, for a time, he
refrained from dissipation, was married, and
everything scemed prosperous around him;
but instead of being thankful to God for bis
mercy, and watchingagainst his besetting sin,
he gave way to his old propensity,and brought
misery to his family and friends.

One dark night, being in the neighbourhood
of Stourbridge. he had been drinking to ex-
cess, and in a state of intoxication he wander-
ed out of the house, and staggered amongst
the coal pits, which are in many places left
open and exposed. These he passed in safe-
ty; but the road he took went over a canal;
he missed the bridge, and rolled over the bask
to the edge of the water, And here Le
seemed to have arrived at the end of his wick-
ed course; but God, who is rich in mercy, had
caused a stone to lie directly in his path, and
thus spared him in this the apparently last
hour oF his mortal existence; one turn more,
and he would have suuk into eternal ruin, and
his disembodied spirit been ushered into the
presence of the Judge of all. The arm of
mercy, however, interposed; his senses retarn-
ed fora moment; he saw the water beneath
him, he crawled back again into the road;
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there he wag picked up and lodged in a pub-
lic houge for the night.

This miraculous escape, it might have been
_thc'“ght would have made adeep and lasting
Mpression upon his mind ; but no—it was
Vlewed simply as a lucky escape. and he con-

Ued to pursue his career of sin as ardently
?“ before,” After an indulgence in drinking
Or some days, having come to his senses, he

80 to reason with himself upon his guilt
3nd folly, surrounded with blessings yet abus-
Mg the whole—and in an angry, passionate

mner he muttered, ‘Oh! it's no use for me

Tepent; my sins are too great to be forgiv-
EL He had no sooner uttered these words

8 a voice seemed to say, with strong em-
Phasis, If thou wilt forsake thy sins they
*all be forgiven.” The poor man started at
What he believed to be a real sound, and has-

Y tarned round, but seeing no one, he said

hlmself, ¢ Surely I have been drinking till
k 3m going' mad.” He stood paralysed, not

NOWing what to think, till relieved by a flood
tears, and then exclaimed, ‘Surely, this is

¢ voice of mercy once more calling me to
™pentance” He fell on his knees, and half
8“ﬁ")?a’tlt-!d by his feelings, cried out, ¢ God be
ercifal to ‘me a sinner? The poor Wreteh
Y38 broken-hearted; and mow his besetting
0 appeared more horrible than ever; but it

U8t be conquered, or he must perish. Then
“Ommenced a contest more terrible than that

conflicting armies—the soul was at stake;
—=4n impetuous torrent was to be turned in-
% an opposite course. He now began to
H&Pch the Bible, which he had once despised.
o re he saw that crimson and scarlet sing
ﬂ?“ld be blotted out and made white as snow;
N?t the grace of God was all sufficient. He
s-relned from intemperance, commenced fam-

Prayer, and hope again revived, but his

Y foe till pursued him, and he was again
€rcome,

Now his disgrace and sinfulnes appeared
l;":rsg than ever%rmd with melancholy feelings

Cried out, in angnish of spirit, thathe was

%9med to eternal misery, and it was useless
f-hi:ry to avert his fate. 11is cruel enemy took
he hOPportuuity to suggest to his mind that
bet, ad 50 disgraced himself that it would he

ter to get rid of his life at once, [frequently
ae end of drunkards]. The razor was in hig
am’i"*but the Spirit of the Lord interposed
ey, 0 Weapon fell to the ground. Still his

Uy pursued him, and seemed to have new
w Wer over hig sin of intemnerance. He

0uld sometimes refrain for days and weeks,

0 again he was as bad asever. Hope

Wed now to be lost, and especially when,

€ day, after having heen ‘brought into great

less, - through intemperance, death ap-
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more terrific than ever. Not a moment wag
to be lost; he cast himself once more at the
footstool of his long-insulted Creator, and
with an intensity of agouy cried out, * What
profit is there in my blood when I go down
to the pit? Shall the dust praise thee? Shall
it declare thy truth? Hear, O Lord, and have
mercy upon me: Lord, be thou my belper.’
He sank down exhausted; he could say no
more.  That prayer was heard, and a voice
from heaven seemed to reply, ‘I will help
thee, I have seen thy struggles, and I will now
say to thine enemy, Hitherto thou hast come,
but no further. :

A physician was consulted as to the pro-
bability, or possibility, of medicine being ren-
dered effectnal to stop the disposition to ia-
temperance. The poor man would have suf-
fered the amputation of all his limbs, could eo
severe a method have rid him of his deadl
habit, which, like a vulture, had fastened upon
his very vitals. The physician boldly declar-
ed, that if this poor slave would strictly ad-
here to bis prescription, not only the practice,
but the very inchnation for strong drink would
subside in a few months. Oh, could you have
seen the countenance of that poor man whén
the physician told him of this: hope and fear
alternately rising up, whilst he d tho
Ehysician’s arm and said, * Oh, Sir, be careful

ow you open that door of hope, for should
it be closed upon me, I am lost for ever!’ The
physician pledged his credit, that if his pre-
seription was punctually attended, the happiest
results would ensue. The remedy was a pre-
paration of steel and eagerly did the poor
slave begin to devour the antidote to hig
migery. Every bottle was taken withan ear-
nest prayer to God for his blessing to ac-
company it. He commenced taking this me-
dicine on the first weck in March, 1816, and
continued till the latter end or September
following; and to the homour and glory of tho
Lord Almighty, who sent his angel to whisper
in the poor man’s ear, ¢ I will help thee,’ for
the glory of God be it spoken, that from the
latter end of Sept. 1816, to the present hour,
[upwards of 23 yearsl. not so much as a
spoonful of spirituous liquor, or wine of any
description, has ever passed the surface of that
man’s tongue.

The speaker concluded by saying, “ The
narrative which I have thus detailed might
appear almost a3 a fable, a tale, got up for ef-
fect, but every syllable is truth; and, to the
glory of God, the man who has been 50 mar-
vellously delivered is ‘now in perfect health,
the happy servant of the Lord Jesus Christ;
and he who hasbeen plucked as a brand from
the hurning, and delivered from the power cf
Satan, now stands before you, and it is from

to be very near, and his awful state | his lips that you bove heard the goodness of
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that God, whose mercy endureth for EVER!"

The life once dedicated to the indulgence of
depraved appetites, is now spent in seeking to
farther the glory of God, and the temporal
and eternal welture of man. The individual
has written a little work, “ The Sinner’s
Friend,” of which upwards of HALF A
MILLION copies have been put in circula-
tion, the design of which is to call sinners to
repentance; and while he adores that nome-
rited grace which pitied him in his low and
Yost estate, he seeks to warn his fellow sinners
to flee from the wrath to come; and,in this,
the day of grace and merciful visitation, to
tarn to that God who will have mercy upon
them ; and notwithstanding their manifold
transgressions will, through the merits of the
Lord Jesus, “abundantly pardon.”

In the foregoing extraordinary case, the
Lord has not ouly raised up this man as amo-
nument of everlasting love, but has also mer-
cifully verified the truth of his own word—
* He shall tread upon the lion and adder, [be-
sitting sins]. He shall call upon ME, and I
will answer him. I will be with him in trou-
ble; I will deliver him, and honour him; with
long life* will I satisfy him, and show him my
galvation.

All these blessings has the Lord poured
out upon this individual, in full confirmatiop
also of the Redeemer's words, “ He that
cometh to ME, Iwill in no wise cast ont.”
No; not though his sins had overtopped the
bighest mountains,—for The biood of Christ,
cleanseth from ALL sin.”

Come then, Sinner:—fear not;~come to
Christ, and e will save YOU.

* Now [Dec 1851] in his 78th year, full
of life, health, and fire—holy fire—Christ
Jesus® ever in his heart, a million times wel-
come guest.

A GARDEN OF SPICES.

On the scuthern coast of Scotland—al-
most in sight from the decks of the Cunard
steamers, s they pass to Liverponl—lies
the parish of Anworth. In this ancient
parish there was standing not many years
since—and, perhaps, is standing to this
hour—an ancient and rustic church. The
ewallows, during many a summer, built
their nests in the crannies of itsroof. The
crutbling walls were garnitured with moss
and festooned with creeping vines, Inthe
new College of Edinburgh its rusty key still
hangs as a precious relic of the era of the
“Soiemn League and covenant.” The
old ouken pulpit is suil preserved ; and well
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it may be; for in that pulpit once stood 8
man of whom it used to be said that bo
was always praying, always preaching, al-
waya visiting the sick, always catechizing
and always studying the Word of God.—
He it was who uttered that memorable say-
ing to his'beloved people, « My witness 13
above that your heaven would be two het-
vens to me, and the salvation of you all
as two salvations unto me.” That wasthe
pulpit of Samuel Rutherford—glory of all
devout Scotchman.

The savory, Biblesaturated discourses
which were once preached in that hallowed
place, to weeping and melted auditors have,
for the most part, perished long ago; but
stiil that pastor is remembered, and will ve
while there are loving Christian hearts on
earth, His world-known « Letters” will
be Rutherford’senduring memorial. More
than two centuries ago they were written
—in the dark, troublous days of King
Charles I—yet the smell of the myrrh an
the cassia has never departed from this gar-
den of spices. The delicious aroma of de-
votion breathes from every line. Without
any special interest as descriptive or bis-
torical letters—devoid of all literary am-
bition and all theological dissertations, thfay
live, and will ever live, from the perennia
Christliness that pervades them: they are
the artless love-letters of a holy—heart on
fire with the love of Jesus. The sainted
M’Cheyne was wont to make bis Ruthe>
ford a companion for the closet. Cecil
styled it % one of my classics” Richard
Baxter said “Hold off the Bible, and such
a book the world never saw.” This sounds
extravagant to thosé who have never gone -
into this garden of spices for themselves
and plucked the purple clusters from laden
trellises, and inhaled the heavenly perfumes
that linger in the air. )

The copy of Rutherford's letters which
stands in our book-case—an excellent re
print b{ the Carters is too thoroughly pen-
cil-marked for any one else’s ownershii\;’
It is hard to keep your pencil from making
note of such a as this: « Welcom®
welcome. Jesus, in what way soever thot
comest, if we can but get ‘a sight of thee
Aud sure 1 am that it is better to be sicks
providing that CLrist came to the bedside
and draw aside the curtains and say, Cou”
‘rage, I am thy salvation, than to enjoy
lusty health, and never to be visited
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God” Or such a terss, epigrammic sent-

0cy a3 the following. « Hisloved onesare
Tost tried ; the lintel-stone and pillars of
28 new Jerusalem suffor more marks of
's hammer than the common side wall
Stones.”  Sometimes his soul is wraptinto
3 801t of delirium of heaveniy love as when
:n Writing to Lady Kenmure he says:
Honorable Lady, keep your first love.—
Hold the first mateh with that soul-delight-
ridegroom, our sweet, sweet Jesus, the
of Sharon, and the sweeteat-smelled
108 in all his Father's garden. I would
2ot exchanga one smile of his lovely face
O kingdoms, Let others take their silly,
ﬁ:’akl%s heaven in this life. Put up your
o I, shout for joy, your King is coming
w fetch you to his KFathers house” In
v Mting of the indesiructibility of the Chureh,
S says: « That bush has been burning
ha four thousand years, but no man
1€t seen the ashes of that fire.”
hay that church he underwent sore and
fop 255ing persecutions. Ho was confined
J‘: tWo years at Aberdeen, but “found
wy sweet to him in that place.” He
d to date his letters «from Christ’s
Palace in Aherdeen ;"7 and the very stones
© walls of his dreary apartment * glit-
r;ed In his eyes like rubies.” On his way
D'm home thither he spent a night with
ickson, the author of the incomparable
im“‘ “Oh! mother, dear Jerusalem.”—
H ey had a ni%[ht like that which Great
pieali and Old Honest spent with the hos-
table Gains Bunyan's allegory; for
hoey were both pilgrims halting for a few
U8 on their march to the Celestial City.
e dsgml as his confinement at Aberdeen
hy d, Rutherford hastened back to his
i ilfry flock of Shepherds and fishermen
-3¢ parish of Anworth.
sop Tom thence he was called to a Profes.
i 8 chair at St, Andrews, but was soon
wePOSed by the Government, and his works
*® burned in Edinburgh by the hands f
-mgvcommon hangman. He was also sum-
of :ed before Purliament on a false charge
Teason, Byt the summons came: too
Yo He was on his dying bed, and calmly
Marked that he had got another sum-
008 before a superior judge, and sent this
éuessage’ “I behove to snswer my first
™Mons; and ere your day. I will be

where too few kings and great folk ever
come.”

On his dying bed he cried out—Oh!
for arms to embrace Him! oh, for a well-
tuned harp!” Like some other departing
saints, he seemed to have a premonition of
the very time when he should pass over
the unbridged river; and, onthe last after-
noon of his life, he said, this night will

close the door, and fasten my anchor within

the vale, and I shall go away in a sleep by
five o'clock in the morning. Thereis noth-
ing now between me and the resurrection,
but ¢this day thou shalt be with me in
paradise’” As the enrapturing visions of
the open gate broke upon his failing eyes,
he exclaimed: « Glovy, glory dwelleth in
Immanuel's land! With this chant of
triumph on bis lips he passed through the
gates into the city. Whea the news reach-
ed Parliament that he was dying, it was
voted that he should not die in the Col-
lego as a Professor. Lord Burleigh arose
and said, « You cannot vote him out of Hea-
ven.” Nor could they vote him out of tha
hearts of tens of thousands who have found
in that orchard of spiritual delights which
his fervid piety planted for them, some of
the sweetest satisfactions their souls shall
feel on this side of the New Jerusalem.
The nearer we come to our home, the
dearer some books grow tous. And upon
that shelf of our inner sanctum, on which
we lay our Pilgrim’s Progress, the Saint’s
Rest, and Thomas a Kewpis, we should
have a place, too, for Samuel Rutherford’s
Letters.—Rev. Theo. L. Cuyler.

-TuMENsiTY OF Spracs.—-Humboldt's
“ Cosmos” says, « It is calculated by Sir
John Herschel that the light is nearly two
millions of years in coming to the Earth
from the remotest nebule reached by his
forty foot reflector, and therefore, he says,
those distant worlds must have been in
existence nearly two-million years ago, in
order to send out the ray by which we
now perceive them, It also foilows that
their light would continue to reach for cwo
million years to come, wete they to be now

stricken from the heavens!”
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Where the Weary are at Rest.

T am dreaming of the blessings
Just beyond the bounds of time,
Of the pearly-gated city,
O’er whose wall no evils climb;
‘Where the Father folds His children
Safely to His loving breast,
“Where the wicked cease from troubling,
And the weary are at rest.’

Now the toiling Christian pilgrim
On a roughen’d pathway goes,

Hore dejected, there disheartened,
Ever harass'd by his foes;

Pilgrim raise thine eyes above thee,
There are joys for the oppress'd,

¢ Whero the wicked cease from troubling,
And the weary aro at rest.

Hast thou sickness, hast thou sorrow,
Pains commingled with thy tears,

Canst thou trace the path of weeping,
Down the passage of the years? .

¢1 am sick, none say in heaven,
None by sorrow are possess’d,

¢ Where the wicked cease from troubling,
And the weary are at rest.’

Ob, the joys of holy dying!
From a holy life they come,
Constant toiling for the Master
Yet will Lring the servant home:
‘When he calls the tired pilgrim,
To the mansions of the bless'd,
¢ Wherg the wicked cease from troubling,
And the weary are at rest.’
—Americau Presbyterian. E. J H

GOD EVERYWHERE.

As in every place and every time, so in
évery event thereis God. Is the earth shaken
by inward convulsions? It is God that
Lieaves the mountains to and fro. Or, do the
valleys laugh in the sunshine, and do the re-
joicing husbandmen carry home their harvests?
God is there right manifest in the lavish
bouuty of His kand. The greatest political
disasters are predestinated, guided, and over-
ruted by Go«f When an Attila scourges the
carth and reddens her soil with blood, bis
steps are ordered, arranged, and foreordained
as much as the flight of the eternal angel who
ghall blow the trumpet of the gospel and pro-
claim the year of jubile. There is no event,
however base and vile, however grand and
good which is not within the management of
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the dread Supreme. His dominion hath 00
limit. Even the dark gulf of evil is spauped
by the bridge of His Wisdom. Journey on-
ward till you seem to go where gooduess 18
not found and grace is all eclipsed; in the thick
darkness where He dwells. * He makes the
clouds His chariot and yoke’s the whirlwind t0
His car. Be of good cheer, beloved, in every
event you may behold your God.. And if it
be so, that God is in every event, permit me
to remind you that God is where there is no
event. 'When there is a lull upon the waters
and all is stagnant, when in the lesser world of
your own house and your own soul there is 8
dead calm, perhaps the woful prelude of a dread
tempest, God is there. Great God, thou
standest in the midst of thesilent desert, where
not even the hum of the bee disturbs the dread
solemnity of stillness! Thou art far down
in the cleft of the rock, where creatures could
not live! Nay, in the bowels of the solid
adamant Thou hast Thy palace, and beneath
the surging of the ever-tossing sea Thou hast
o tabernacle. In the unknown ravine in the
untraversed gorge, the Lord-Jehovah has His
dweliing-place.  He keeps yon rocks: from
tottering to their fall. He swells those rivers
till they roll along. Let him but remove his
hand, and eartl’s pillars totter to their fall
creation reels, and the universe expires. As
dies the spark struck from the steel. so dies
creation, if God ceases to be presert there.—
Ob, learn, then, evermore, that not only in His
doings but in His restings, not only in His
actings, but in His standing still, God is most
manifest to you if you will but see Him, if
vour eyes, annointed with the Heavenly eye,
salve are but open to behold your Father and
your King.—[Rev. C. H. Spurgeon.

CAN YOU ASK A BLESSING?

Agninst her better judgement, Mrs. Ellis
had at length consented to allow her daugiter
Eleanor to accept an invitation to an evening
party, or rather a kind of private ball. The
mother had many misgivings as to the pro-
priety of allowing her c%;ld,—whom she had
tried to bring up as a Christian—to join 1
these frivolous pursuits; but she was overruled
by Eleanor’s entreaties, and the advice of fool
ish friends.

Very beautiful Eleanor looked as she stood
in her flowing evening dress, putting the L
finishing touchea to her toilette.

« Now mamma,” she exclaimed, « I am just
ready, and want you to see my dress. HoV
do you like it? ~ Now, dear mamma, maké
your mind easy; you see I am not going to be
an extravagant, fine lady; only just to have 8
little more amusement than 1 used. Surelf
there can be no harm in that,—Shsll I put this
rose in my hair, or not? Do fasten it 1
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Iamma: it looks so pretty. Now give me
*EY gloves and bouquet. Oh, I feel so ready
l\‘hr & dance!” and in a flutter of excitement,
€ wag turning to go, when her mother threw
?" arm fondly round her, and said in a voice

o seep feeling :——

B Can you ask a blessing on the dance

Gfeﬂtgor?” ghe colored deeply, gave one look

Quick surprise aud hastened down stairs to

‘ake her place in the carriage.

i As it rolled off Mrs. Ellis again kneeled

&Wﬂ in prayer—earnestly entreating that

Ip which is never sought in vain.

ong before the usual time of her return

Ome, and before Mrs. Ellis had retired to

8t, the hall door bell was heard, and Eleanor
tened to her own room.

Surprised, and fearing she might be ill, Mrs,

is hastened up to Eleanor’s room; but as

e opened the door her daughter’s voice in

rayer fell upou her ear.

e Hear my prayer, O Lord, and let my ¢
Ome unto thee,” were the words she heard.
Wwilling to distarb her, she was about to

pthdraw, but Kleapor had already heard

i:‘ She arose from her knees, threw herself

&;:‘ntﬁr mothers arms, and wept without res-

*You are not ill, my child?” said the mo-
» anxiously.
it qp & mamma. I have been to the ball:
) V‘fas very brilliant, aud I was one of the
fuJest there. 1 danced, and talked, and
Le ghed; but all the time there was an arrow
"'ll'fl’ and she pressed her hand on her beart,
dan 0se words, ‘Can you ask a blessing on the
Ilotce? seemed to haunt me. I felt 1 could
~nco&8k for a blessing,—that the thought was
ot bgruous with such a scene; and then I
\ 88 if T were shut out from the presence of
g and that willfully. Oh, how glad I
ot ut]O hasten away; and, mamms, 1 bave
o ese scenes for ever! Never again will T
e w‘;{‘}fm 1 cannot ask for God’s blessing to
me‘”
‘m;l‘ clﬁey knelt to pray together, and then, too
¢ agitated for sicep, conversed long aud

.“";Destly_
aier. Langton was here to-day, Eleanor,”
- M, Ellis; “he needs your Lelp very

n : b, and was anxious you should take part

u‘i)“.le of the work in the district.”

@Y _"l heknow,” said Eleanor, gravely, “ that

O da‘t‘;]PGEn forsuking all I once held sacred,

€nece ”m 1

(3

th

&

nking only of folly and seli-indulg.

He knew that oﬁ were going out to g
daflce, because 1 to{d him so,gxmd e then told
what ask you if you could ask a blessiug on
plais You Were doing, which I did.  He com.

,.]?d that there wére so few to help in the
s worl
While 1,” gaid Eleanor sadly as she laid
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aside the finery in which she had heen arrayed,
“have been going over to the enemy’s side.
Yes, dear mainma, you know, “our Lord says:
« e that ig not with me, isagainst me; he that
gathereth not with me, scattereth abroad.”
What o mercy that I have been arrested in 8o
thoughtless a course! Henceforth, I trust, I
shall pever engage in it without first trying it
by the test—
“CAN YOU ASK A BLESSING?”

Sicilian Generosity.

Two of his Sicilian Majesty’s galleys be-
ing on a cruise, pursued and took an Al-
(glerine vessel of twenty guns and one hun-

red men. 'The prize was sent o Naples,
and whilst lying under guard at the Mole,
a young gentleman then Dathing, was
scized with the cramp, and immediately
sunk in the presence of numbers, who did
not attempt anything for his relief. One
of the Algerine sailors, who was standing
on the gunwale of the prize instantly

jumped into the water, and having laid

hold of the body in its rise, tied one end
of a handkerchief round the shoulder, the
other end of which he fastened to his own,
and swam with it to shore. The drowned
person was recovered by proper applica-
tions, and the Marquis de Paliierhi, whose
son was thus preserved, being introduced
to the king, threw himself on his knees,
and requested the liberty of the gallant
Algerine. His Sicilian Majesty’s reply was
truly noble. “ Yourrequest, sir,” said he,
«is both reasonable and Lumaue; the
Moor is yours, and you may dispose of
him as you please. The remainder of the
crew are mine, and by the laws of war
perpetual slaves; Lut they are free from
this momecut. Ten righteous men woul-l
have saved Sodon from the wrath of the
Almighty, and shall not one gullant and
Lhumane man, who has risked Lis lite for
an enemy, and resiored 1o me so valuable
a subject, merit the pardon of a few coti-
anions " Next day, an order wns pub-
Eshed for their release, and they depuited
amidst the acclamations of the populace. ~
8o much for kingly geverosity in the
olden time. Had the late King o Naples
orhis father, shown any such nobility of
foding, the same waters of the Mole &
Gaeta wouid never liave witnessed the late
frurtless struggle of the Bou.bous to retuin
thetr paterual iroue.
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IS IT FATHER'S LETTER?
EASY LESSON IN THE EVIDENCES.

BY MRS. H. C. KNIGHT.

George —— was home from college,
and much had he to tell about college life,
the professors, the boys’ pranks, boarding
in commons, studies, exercises; *and,
mother,” he said one evening, there’s a
club of fellows in college that don't believe
the Bible, as youdo. They say it is ab-
surd to call it the word of God. They say
it isn't any more divine than Herodotus, or
Pliny, or any of those old authors. It's
only history, like any history, but not in-
spired by God.” George enlarged freely
upon this new set of opinions, new at
least to him, but old as the world is, for
Satan’s great aim in Paradise was to de-
stroy Eve’s faith in the word of God; and
he has never slackened his efforts to do so
with men ever since. His mother saw
that her son's faith was shocked, if not
shaken; at any rate, that worst of all evils,
doubts, like & flock of carrion crows, had
been lodged in his mind.

While they were talking, one of the
bank clerks handed in a letter. «From
father!” cried George, holding it up,
“and post-marked Liverpool” ¢ From
father, from father!” shouted the younger
children, clapping their hands. It was for
mother, but she bade George open and
read it aloud. A long and interestin,
letter it was to this little family group, ang
they all began to talk about its contents as
soon as George had finished,—all but
mother, who amid this hubbub of cheery
voices said nothing; she sat gravely look-
ing into the fire. At last, when they be-
gan to wonder at her silence, she said,
“Are you sure that letter is from your
father?” The children looked at each
other and at their mother in surprise. For
a moment no one spoke; the glad flow of
their spirits seamed suddenly checked and
chilled.

“Why, mother, it has certainly got
father’s signature,” said James, taking up
the letter and looking it over. ¢ Anybody
might know his signature; it’s exactly the
same he writes on his bank-bills—just such
a quirl of the @, just such square Ws;
that says it's father’s as clear as daylight.”
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«In other words, proves it authentic,”
said the young ocollegian George.

“ And certainly there’s no denying
father’s seal on the outside,” said Jessie,
taking her turn at the letter, “the eagle
with a seroll in his mouth, the very one
Dr. H ave him so Jong ago.”

“ Why, mother,” cried a third, «“it suits
us 80. Who but father, away off in Liver-
pool, knows you have a son George in col-
lege? Whobut father knew Sarah wanted
a writing-desk? Who but father knew all
about poor Jessie’s lame leg? Who in all
that big town knows all our different
wants, and could say just the.things to us
and abowt us all, but fatker, our own father
dear?”

“Well, mother, I suspect you won't
doubt when the desk, and your shawl, and
all the little nick-knacks father mentions
having sent, come. That will be convincing
enough, I suppose,” said George pretty
positively.

The conversation passed off, but not the
Impression it left on George’s mind, which
was an uneasy one, How strange, he
thought, for his mother to doubt, and so
seriously doubt, ,whether that letter was
from his father! Was his mother going
crazy? Could this be a symptom of in-
sanity? He knew she had not been well,
and two or three people were in the Insane
Hospital that once were just as unlikely to
be there as his mother. He pondered the
matter long after he went to bed, and fell
asleep painfully puzzled.

The next night the thundering knock of
the expressman announced the arrival of
father's promised package. ¢ There,
mother,” said George, as he received
and opened it, taking out one after the
other the articles specified in the letter,
¢ does not this confirm father’s letter ”—
After they had been sufficiently admired
and talked over, George sat down by his
mother, and affectionately taking her hand,
« Now, dear mother,” he asked, « what did
make you doubt it was father's lotter? It
seemed to me so extraordinary.” ‘

“ Not more extraordinary, my son, than
to doubt the genuineness of the word of
God, the Bible, the heavenly Father’s
letter to us,” Then George instantly saW
it was to teach him an important lesson.—
“How did you all try to prove your
father’s letter genuine, that he was indeed
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t .
agﬁe?:‘xthor of it; what was the proof{” she

R He thought a moment, and then an-
Wered, « First by his sigoature; then by
a’“ seal; then becayse it suited sour case;
WD d to-night, by the arrival of the Eackage,

bich it said he sent; that is, by the fulfil-
Ment of g gromises-—four substantial
Proofs, mother.

“And these are precisely some of the
proofs which satisfy us that the Bible s
Tm God,” said his mother. «First, it
Professes to be; its writers declave it is so.
hiOd 8aid to Moses when he sent him with

S messages, « I will be thy mouth.” David
%ays, «The Spirit of the Lord spake by
m“;ﬁ and his word was in my tongue,/’—
th en Christ sent his disciples to preach

® gospel, he told them, ¢It is not ye that
5 k, but the spirit of your Father which
bpeaket‘i in you” You tee it professes to
® from God'; his signature is put to it.
Le“ That alone is not enough, however.—

t us look further, and weshall find God’s
mal Upon it. Moses went to Egypt with a
G%s?ge from God. *Prove that 1t is from
He o they said. And what did he do?—

® Wrought miracles before them, ¢ There
™ My credentials, ho said”

" hat are credentials,” asked James.
‘ That which gives us a title to people’s

“ {]‘?dence,” answered his mother.—-
fr, hen a man is sent to any country
om

tak Er}gland on the Queen’s businese, he
‘Vitis his credentials with him,—a letter
anc > the English seal upon it. The
iéx’sues;m the same way wrought miracles
305’00! that they brought the gospel from

iracles are God’s seal upon his
o to man,

WThen you said your father's letter

al] ead our case,” continued she; * it knew

that P}:’“t us, And this is a great proof

our
Pardop,

mﬁsages

wants, We are guilty; it offers
it Ve are rebels against God's law;
it 1o0gs a message of peace. We are lost;
tells us of g Saviour. We are dead; its
W, b’ing lifs and immortality to light,
mie are sorrowful and wretched; it g\ro-
Big?s Joy, and hLope, and heaven. The

o
Wantg,

(1}

you see. It knows our case.

nd the further proof is, what it says

Niger to pass in the fulfilment of its pro-
868 and prophecies.  The arrival of the
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e Bibie is from God; it is so suited |

18 wonderfully adapted to all our|
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package you considerel the crowning proof
of the genuineness of jour father's letter.
In alike manner the Bble promises, and
1o one yet ever found itto fail. It fore-
tells future events, not for one year only,
but years and centuries beforehand,—events
which none but God’s all-seeing eye could
foresee and foreknow. ' In the march of
time they all come to pass, and are con-
stantly fulfilling before cur eyes.

 Therefore you see, my son, that the
same kind of evidence which established
the genuineness of your father’s letter, and
which you thought it so extraordinary that
I could doubt, establishes the genuineness
of God’s message to man; and none but
unfair or frivolous minds, incapable of ag;
preciating evidence, will ever doubt
reject the truth that the Scriptures are the .
word of God, written, as they declare,
that we might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing
we might have life through hisname. To
find this life, the one great object and end
of all our endeavours, George, ¢ Search the
Scriptures,) says the 8on of God; and
it is a search we cannot too earnestly make.”

“ O mother,” said the young collegian
the next day, kissing her pale cheek, « your
words are like apples of gold in pictures of
silver,” :

Jesus, Sweet Name,

FROM THE LATIN OF SAINT BERNARD,
Jesus ! the very thought is sweet !
In that dear name all heart-joys meet;
But sweeter than the honey far
The glipmses of his presence are.

No word is sung more sweet than this;
No name is heard more full of bliss;

No thought brings sweeter comfort nigh
Than Jesus, Son of God Most High |

Jesu!l the hope of souls forlorn!
How good to them for sin that mourn!
To them that seek thee, oh how kind!

" But what art thou to them that find!

. No tongue of mortal can express,
No letters write its blessedness;
Alone who hath thee in his heart
Knows, love of Jesus! what thou art.

O Jesu! King of wondrous might!
O Victor! glorious from the fight!
Sweetness that may not be expressed,
Apd altogether loveliest!



304

THE GOOD NEWS,
May ioth., 1861,

THE GOSPEL HISTORY,

BY THE REV. W. B. CLARK,

Luke 1. 26-40,

When we last heard of the Angel
Gabriel, it wasin the magnificent sanctuary
of the temple at Jerusalem; we now ob-
serve him in & poor cottage, in the obscure
and despised town of Nazareth. When he
last appeared to mortal eye, it was to &
man, who occupied one of the most exalt-
ed stations which man can fill,—it was to
a priest to the Most High God. Andthis
appearance took place whilst he was en-
gaged in discharging what was accounted
the most honourable part of the priest’s
office; it was whilst he was burning in-
cense on the golden altar. But now, he
appears to a virgin of the name of Mary;
whose lot was cast in the humbler walks of
life.  But though Ler family was now re-
duced to a comparatively poor condition,
she was of royal descent; for the Dlood of
David flowed in the veins of this obscura
Jewish maiden. Her family was now re-
duced to such a condition, that, in regard
to temporal things, bher illustrious son
might well be compared to a root out of a
dry ground. It would be a mistake, how-
ever, to suppose that they were in absolute
poverty. The fact that Joseph and Mary
had to go up tobe registered at Bethlehem,
is an indication that one, or both of them,
had property there; though their ordinary
residence wag at Nazareth. It is highly
probable that the representatives of David’s
family had, from a regard to their personal
safety, prudently retreated to the remote
and obreure town of Nazareth, that there,
away from the observation of Herod, they
might be less exposel to the suspicion of
the cruel and unserupulous tyrant.

THE GOOD

NEWS.

Thus then, though Joseph and Mary
moved in an obscure sphere, and wére DO‘
above the condition of labouring with theif
own hands, they must have been pos
of some property. This, one might infer
from the fact, that their genealogies were
preserved with such care, probably not
merely in their family records, but in the
public registers; and also from the fact be:
fore noticed, that they had to go to Bethle-
hem to be enrolled at the time, when the
Romans were making a census, previous
the reduction of Judes, into the form of #
province; for a census among the Romans
was not, as amongst ourselves, a mere
numbering of the people, but included
also a valuation of their property, with &
view to the imposition of taxes.

It was in the sixth month after Eliza-
beth’s conception, that the angel Gabriel
was commissioned by God, to make the
announcement to Mary, that she would be
honoured to be the mother of the Messiab-
Before this time, she had been betrothed,
or espoused to Joseph, who, though but &
carpenter by trade, was, like herself a d¢”
scendant of David, How commendable
the conduct of this admirable man, who,
though no doubt valuing himself upon bLis
illustrious descent, yet when reduced in his
circumstances, thought it not bendath him,
to support himself by the labour of his
own hands. How favourably does bis
conduct in this respect, contrast with that
of many in similar circumstances, who
feasting their imaginations on visions of tho
past, and priding themselves on their an-
cestral dignity, would rather live on tho
bounty of others, than stoop to support
themselves, by their own exertions,

But though Mary was espoused 10
Joseph, the maraiage had not actually taken

place. She was still an unspotted virgis
and we have every reason to helieve one ©
the purest, and most estimable of the
human race. It was customary for young
people among the Jews, to be betrothed o
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®ch other  considerable time before the
m’f”'iage was consummated, and whilst in
thi State, they were subject very much to

® same laws which were applicable to
Persons actually married.

When the angel appeared to Mary, pro-
1y with such circumstances of celestial
*lendor, as revealed at once to her, s true
. I;!‘i:lcter, he addressed her in these words,
il Thou that art highly favoured, the
d is with thee: blessed art thou among
Yomen”  Hail was just an opdinary term
salutation among the ancients, and was
™ expression of good wishes. It means
and joy be to thee. Our Saviour

U8 the very same form of salutation to
® Women, to whom he manifested himself
% they were returning from the sepulchre,
his resurrection. The expression—

Ou art highly favoured, or as the

. Manists translate it, full of grace, does
% mean any self-produced holiness, or
Sxeellence in Mary, but only her election
Y grace. 'No doubt Mary was adorned
Vith the heauty of holiness, to a greater
*gree perhaps, than any of our race; but
® Word here employed leads us to believe
" At this holy beauty, this moral loveliness,
8 conferred on her by God, and not
iv:;o“ght out by her own exertions. Some
. tpret the expression—«The Lord ds
;’:‘h thee,”—the Lord b with thee, stil
‘the form of a good wish, and as more
©Onsistant with the nature of a salutation,
t}fere is rio word in the original corres.
Ponding to s, this is allowable. It appeats
.7, ™e, however, that our interpreters are
78t in interpreting this as a direct affirma-
ton, 14 states the ground of her favour;
nd the expression is the same, as that em-
Eloy ed by the angel in addressing Gideon,
he Lord is with thee thou mighty man
valour,” T expression— Blessed art

o among women,”—has commonly
understood to mean, “Thou art
Avoureq beyond all others.” One para-
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phrases it, «Thou shall be accounted,
through all generations, the happiest of
women that ever lived upon earth.” But
though there can be no doubt that Mary
was the most highly favoured of women,
it does not appear to me that the words
necessarily imply this. There is a still
stronger expression of a similar kind, ap-
plied .to Jael in the song of Deborabh—
“Blesed above women shall Jael, the wifo
of Eeber the Kenite, be. Blessel shall
she be above women in the tent.”

I have heen thus minute, in explaining

‘the address of the angel to Mary, in order

to show that it partakes nothing of the
nature of adoration, or of the form of a
prayer; but that it is just such an address,
a8 a superior might make to an inferior.—
And yet this address has been econverted
into a prayer, or uffice of devotion to Mary
by the idolatrous Romanists. It is well
known that ‘the famous Fprayer to the
Virgine~Ave Maria, or Hail, Mary, is used
by the more bigoted papists, more frequent-
Iy than any other; perhaps I might say,
more frequently than all others put together.
Itjust consists of the angelic salutation,
which we are now considering, with a
short, but very important addition; and is
in these words—¢ Hail Mary, full of grace!
th> Lord is with thee; Blessed art thon
among women, ard blessed is the fruit of
thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary! mother of
God, pray for us sinners now, and in the
hour of our death. Amen.” Just let us
bear in mind, that these words, I mean
those employed by the angel, were addreseed
to Mary, by one of the greatest of created
beings, when he came to mauke to her an
important communication from heaven, and
the absurdity and blasphemy of employing
them, as a prayer, must be at once ap-
parent. It is one of the most dangerous
characteristics of Romanism, because most
likely to strike and impose upon the super-
ficil that its worst practices are founded
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on s;omething apparently Seriptural; but
it will be found on minute inspection, that
it is a perversion of Scripture.” The
voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hards are
the hands of Esau.”

‘When Mary beheld this glorious deing,
and heard the address which proceeded
from his mouth, She was not only slarm-
ed at his presence, but troubled at his say-
ings; and reflected on the nature of this
strange salutation. Whilst she was agitat-
ed, and perplexed with this strange address,
the angel told her not to fear, repeated the
substance of what he had before ssid—
that she had found favor with God; and
then proceeded to announce to her the im-
portant information which he had comete
communicate.

First, he informs her that she wai to
conceive, and give birth to a son, and that
his' name was to be called Jesus, or Saviour.
Then he makes her aware of the glorious
dignity, and destiny, of this illustrous ckild.
« He shall he great, and shall be called the
son of the Highest. And the Lord God
shall give unto Him the throne of his
Father David; and he shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever and of his king-
dom there shall be no end.

It is obvious that this prophetic deserip-
tion of Jesus, though shorter, is of an
infinitely higher kind, than that which vas
given to Zachariss, of John the Baptist,
He was to be recognised as the son of the
Highest. John was to be merely Lis ser-
vant.  The throne of his Father Darid
was to be given to him. He was to regn
over the house of Jacob for ever, and ofhis
kingdom there was to be no end. From
this, Mary would perceive that herson was
to be the long ‘promised Messiah, And
this description would probably both reveal
and explain to her the remarkable passige,
in Isaiah ix, 8. “For unto us a chiM is
born, unto us a son is given. And the
gevernment shall be upon his shoulders,
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and his name shall be called wonderfub
counsellor, the Mighty God, the prince of
peace. ) _ .
When this marvellous announcement
was made to Mary; with child-like sim-
plicity she gave it full credit. She stag-
gered mot through unbelief, but: fully-
believed that what God had promiseds
through his angel he was fully able ¥
accomplish. The question which she put
to the angel, did net, like that of Zacharia®
in similar circumstances, arise from want
of faith, but from a simple desire to obtaid
instruction. She did not say « How ean
this be,” but ¢ how shall this be;” and she
asked for no sign to confirm her faith, but
simply for instruction that she might know
how to act, in the delicate circumstances i
which she was placed. Accordingly with-
out any mixture of reproof, the angel an
answered her, “TheHoly Ghostshall come
upon thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee: and also that Holy -
thing which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God.” This clearly inti-
mates that the rudiments of tho human
structure of the child, whom she was to
bear, would be created in- her womb
by the immediate act’ of God, withoub
any interposition on thé part of ;the cres
ture; and that comsequently, he would
be holy, harmless and undefiled, apd sepa-
rate from sinners; though eminently the
seed of the woman, he would, even in his
human nature, from its being created in its
elements, from the immediate act of God,
be entitled to be called the son of God.
And now was about to be fulfilled the
prophesy delivered by Isaiah more than
700 years before—« Behold a virgin shall
conceive and bear a son and shall call his
name Immanuel. Christ’s human nature
was to be thus created by the immediate

act of God; that not .proceeding from
Adam, in the ordinary course of natural
generation, it might be free from original
sin ;—that he might be a second Adam, &
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Yew Mpresentative, not of the whole human
cor but of all who enter into that gracious
suant of which he is the mediator; and
c}i:ﬂhiﬂ human nature being made up
be Y of the substance of the virgin, might
m s“blfct to the same eonditions as other
2, liable to sufferings, and capable of
b:::h‘ But though Immanuel ‘was to be
ofa virgin, she was an espoused virgin,
3t honor mightthus be put on the mar-
State, that the character of Mary might
1. from injurious suspicions, and that
® Holy child Jesus might have & natural

™ judicious protector.
fa had asked no sign to confirm her
he:h; but the angel spontaneously gave
O%e.  Behold thy cousin Elizabeth she
ang {‘ﬂl conceived a son, in her old age,
this'is the 8th month with her that was
k barren. Elizabeth was doubtless
no‘wn to Mary, as having been childless
g her youth and mature age; now at
czril &dvanced time of life, for her to have a
i q, Iust seem humanly speaking an
anf"“lbﬂity. No doubt Mary was ignor-
wh °f her cousin’s present condition, and
Sshe should see her in the state indi-
by the angel, this would be a fulfill-
hernt of the angel’s words, and convince
unlt that he who could accomplish such an
Ukely thing for Elizabeth, could accom-
hm the still more extraordinary thing for
erqlf.
Mary not ouly believed the declarations
- ® angal; but submitted herself to the
"ite will,—« Bohold the handmaid of the
'd”f*i. e. I am at the Lord’s Bervice.
bim do with me according to hisgood
?:""e- Nay more, she expressed her
'18; that it might be with her, as the
th said. «Bg it with me according to
Y Word” In Mary's conduct on this oc-
thg’;ﬁ We have one of the most beautitul
o8 of perfect faith, No doubt it
ig‘: :s“ object of great desire to Mary, as
mior, L0 every Hebrew woman, that she
Bht be mother of the Messiah. But ob-
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serve the delicate circumstances, in which
she was placed. She was a virgin, but an
espoused virgin, and as she knew. that this
Holy child must be conceived, before her
marriage with Joseph was-consumated, she
must have foreseen that injurious suspicions
would arise in his mind,” and that unless
he believed her report, she might, accerd-
ing to law, be stoned to death as an adul-
tress, But none of these things moved her;
she was still, and knew that Jehovah was
God, who could bring forth her righteous-
Reea a8 the light, and her judgment as the
noonday. Let us learn to imitate the
faith of Mary, and when we are certain
that any course is chalked out for us by
providence, let us not fear a Lion in the
path, and leave consequences to God.

As soon as it was convenient in this
marvellous transaction, Mary set out to visit
her cousin Elizabeth, regarding whose ex-
traordinary conception the angel had in-
Lformed her, and of which he had told her
asa sign to establish her faitk. It was pre-
bably at Hebron a city of the priests,
situated in the Hill country of Judea,
where Zachariah and Elizabeth lived, in the
ngighborkood of which Abraham had long
resided, and where David was crowned
king of Judah. Hither the virgin came
from the remote town of Nazareth in Gali-
loe, situated almost at the opposite extremity
of the kingdom. And how would her
faith be confirmed and her heart be re-
joicad, when she found the statement made
to her by the angel, regarding Elizabeth
confirmed. And how would these holy
and highly favored women rejoice, as they
talked over their experience together. How
transporting would be their joy, when they
thought that the long promised deliverer of
the human race was made manifest in the
flesh, the seed of the women who was to
bruise the head of the old serpent, to ao-
complish the redemption of the sinful
children of men, and bring in everlasting
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righteousness. ‘And as they were still
flash and blood probably we do them no
injustice, when we suppose that they might
experience some personal satisfaction, not
to say pride, when they thought that God
had bonored them, the one to be the mother
of the Messiah's harbinger, and the other
of the Messiah himself. And very natural
i3 it for us, if not to envy these highly
favored women, at least to regard them as
more highly honored, and blessed than any
other mothers in Israel. But as if toshow
us that there is no pure and unmingled
happiness here, and that high honor and
distinction often expose those, who are pos-
sessed of them, to great suffering and sor-
row, these women were both exposed to
the most exquisite sorrow, in connexion
with their most honored and beloved sons.
We know little of Elizabeths early trials, in
oconnection with John the Baptist; but how
intense must have been her suffering, ifshe
lived to see him imprisoned, and hear of
his bloody death by order of a cruel tyrant.
And as to the virgin, however great her
joy in that glorious child, yet how great
must have been her anxiety in regard to
him, during the dangers to which his child-
hood and infancy were exposed; and well
may we be assured, that the sword spoken
of by Simeon, pierced through her heart,
when she saw him suspended on the ac
cursed tree. And O brethren, let us learn
not to attach undue importance to 8 mere
natural connexion with the Saviour him-
self. 'When be was told that his mother
and brethren were without, seeking him,
he answered them saying, “ Who is my
mother, or my brethren?”  And helooked
round about, we are told, on them who sat
about him, and said—¢ Behold my mother
and my Lrethren! for whosoever shall do
the will of God, the same i3 my brother,
and my sister, and mother.”

Whilst we respect and  honor the
mewmory of the virgin, as one of the holiest

and the most highly favored of women, Jeb
us take care not to idolize it; and les™®
from the words of the Saviour himseth
that a mere fleshly relationship to him i8¢
little value, in cemparison with a spirité®
connexion with him.  Let us rejoice inth¢
assurance that all may attain that spiritus
relationship to the Saviour, who really de-
sire, and seek earnestly and persevering!y
to obtain it. And then iu virtue of theif
union with the Saviour, all things will b"
theirs, the purest and most exalted happ*
ness on earth, and afterwards the fulnes®
of joy, which is in God’s presence, and the
pleasures which are at his right hand, fof
ever more,

A Thoughtless Sailor.

A Sailor once paid a visit to St. Pau I's
in London.  Whilst carelessly passing
along the isle, he heard the officiating
minister utter the words, Pray without
ceasing. They made no impression on bis
mind. One fine evening, many years af
terwards when at sea, as he was walking
on deck, suddenly the words darted int0
his mind, ¢Pray without ceasing.’ ¢ Pray
without ceasing! what can these words
be? exclaimed he. ¢I think I have heard
them before, where could it" be? ¢ Ol}l
it was at St. Paul’s.in London, the mini#
ter vead them from the Bible. What!
and do the Scriptures say, ¢ Pray without
ceasing? Oh, what a wretch I must ber
to have lived so long without praying &t
all’ God who had first deposited this
Scripture in h's ear, now caused it
spring up in a way and at a time, and with
a power, peculiarly His own. The sailor
felt conviction seize on his conscience, H#
began to pray, but praying was not alk
¢ Oh, said he, ‘that I had a Bible, of
some good book!” He ran to his chest
and at one corner, found a Bible, which
his poor old mother had, twenty years be-
fore, put among his clothes, and which,
till now, he had never opened. He em
braced it, clasped it 1o his heart, read
wept, prayed, believed, and became a ¢ neW
man’ in Christ Jesus bis Redeemer.
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- SLAVERY 70 THE APPETITES.

_John B, Gough gave recently the following
iu;s trz}thD of absolute bondage to' intoxicat-

G‘A Braduate of one of the universities of

by Britain came to me shaking and trem-
8- He said he had “come to see me as he
i d g0 to a physician.”

N’aljmi “You must stop drinking.”—" I

L ]

« X0 Will die.”~*1 am afraid I shall”

lee. it up Ry | can’t.”

¥ ok Wife and two gentlemen were present.
e N,o‘ Wl;xiat good does the drink do you?”

« 2 good.”
| .Iﬁ'nhy do you drink¥'—< I must have it.”
Mighy king tha, being an educated man, he
You texlve me some ideas, I asked him, “ Will
%l me how you feel before you begin to
and afterward ?”
Nid,suau never forget it! He stood up and
“ Il I can say is, I must have it.”
in Why 2«1 feel as if there were insects

to“'gg veins! Q, it is horrible, Lorrible! I
0,1 2y coat, I touch my hands, and I jump!
not . hall go mad—mad—mad! If I could
oyt ¥ it, without having a eound tooth torn
Wreno my jaws, bring the instrument, and
seg\c:; it out; I must have the drink, you
I Lgetit.  And then I stand still, that

¥ Dot disturb its effect. That's what 1
Quick, " want relief; and I feel it. Quick,
toe ;" 2Ot it sends the blood through my veins

Yeq [ t8 are gone, and I begin to perspire.
Wallt.\'a;m better, better, better! its what I

n 1t's coming—it's coming—it has come
nigg —telief—like a flash of summer light-
«:‘rh““d,}t has gone, and I get another.”
ifigig e0,” 1 said, “you will die.—*JI am
“N, I shall! can you help me?”

. IOt unless you stop drinking.”—“I can’t
E:{’l baven't offered a prayer to God for six-
o years,”

OU must give it up.”—*1 can't,”
h,lu,fgld. “God will hxf):lp you,"—"No, He

LWill ssiat 1; «y wie and T will take
oy, gt Jou four days, if youwill. I have just
We 38 to spare for you”

gy 20K him, though we could get no
day, 18 from him. We nursed him night and
hugg ; L Be third afternoon, he sat with me, his
Cipg. /1 Wine, and T spoke to him of God, and
of gg and eternity. He said, “1 am a_man
Very, Common sense, 1 believe; aud.I am
Otherwv?grfiv,j"re X can never be happy in an-
Sar ;then went ont, and cut his throat from

ve €ar. 0, my friends, shall we not try to
our follow-men from such a fate?

NEWS.
COME TO JESTUS.

B

FOR PEACE OF CONSCIENCE.
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“There is no peace, saith my God, to the
wicked.” Some sinners seem to be at peace,
but it is only by refusing to think. They
will not consider. But such thoughtlessness

is not worthy to be called peace. It is like
man in a sinking ship who will not examine
what is the danger; or like a tradesman who
fancies all is ot going on well, but who will
not look into his accounts lest his mind should
be disturbed. So the sinner fancies sometbing
is wrong, and fearing to be made unbhappy, he
banishes reflection about God and his soul—
Yet every sinner thinks sometimes, and then
he must be wretched. When death visits a
neighbor'’s house, or enters his own, or
threatens himself, and at many other times, the
thought will come, “God is angry; my soul
is in danger; I am not fit to die.” And how
must such a thought damp his pleasure, and
disturb his repose

No, you cannot be at peace until you have
obtained pardon. You may try all the plea-
sures of the world in turn; you may seek to
drown thought by plunging deeper and deeper
into sin, but you cannot be happy. But when
we come to Jesus, all our sins are at once for-
given. We still think of them with sorrow,
but we need no more think of them with
terror. God says to us, “ Your sins and your
iniquities will I remember no more” 1Ile
blots out ¢ all trespasses.” 1le *casts them
behind his back, into the depths of the sea.”
They will not be mentioned at the judgment-
day, “He willabunduntly pardon.” Henow
regards us with love. 'We need not be afraid
of him. He invites us to trust him as a kind
friend. lustead of hiding from him, as Adam
did, we may hide in him, as David did, saying
“ Thou art my hiding-place.” O what a happy
chanege! I am a sinner still, but & sinner par-
doned, reconciled, saved. And whatever
dreadful things conecience may tell me, Jesus
says, “Thy sins are forgiven thee; go in
peace.” “Peace I leave with you, my peace I
Eive unto you.” « Being justified by faith, we

ave peace with God through our Lord Jesus

Christ.” Poor sinner, you and peace have
long been strangers. Worldly pleasure is not
peace; and nothing can give it while you and
tiod are encmies, and your sins hang heavily
on your soul. Come then to Jesus. He both
makes and gives peace. Seek pardon through
him, and you will soon know what is meant by
“the peace of God which passeth all under-
standing.”

See Isa. 55: 7; 57. 21; Micah 7: 18, 19;
John 14; 27; Rom. 5; 1; 8: 31-34; Phil
4: 7.
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Sabbath School Lessons,
June 2nd, 1861.

JOHN THE BAPTIST'S TESTIMOMY
TO JESUS.—~JonN 1. 19-34.

L John's statements regarding himself . —
These statements were made to the officers of
the Jews, v. 19. The Priests and Levites
were the two classes employed about the
temple service,—Josh. iii, 3.~and on this oc-
cation some of them were sent officially to in-
quire into the pretensions of John.

1. John said that he was not the Christ.
The Messiah had been expected, and such
was the popularity of John m many thought
that he might prove the Messiab. He might
have claimed to be the Messiah, as Christ had
not yet appeared.

2. John said that he was not Elius, v. 21.
Elias is the Greek term for Elijah, whom the
Jews expected to come down from heaven in
person to anoint the Messiah. The personal
appearance of John reminded them of Klias.
—See Matth. iii. 4. 2 Kingsi. 8. John de-
nied that he was Elias in any such sense,
though he was personally the Elias prophesied
by Lfalachi, chap. ifi. 1~4-5. That he came
in the power of Klias was the most that could
be said.

3. That he was not that Prophet, v. 21.—
The Jews looked for one of the old prophets
Tisen again to herald the advent of Christ.—
Some thought it Jeremiah. Some one and
some another,—Matth. xvi. 14. Or that

ophet like unto Moses which was promised,

eut. xviii. I5-I8.

4. That he was the voice &c., v. 23.
John applies the prophecy to himself which
the Evangelists apply to him,—Isa. xl 3.—
Those who were sent were of the Pharisees,
and 88 John was only what he claimed to be,
they wished to know on what authority he
baptized. They ought to have known that
being Christ's forerunner he had a right to
baptize, but this they did not understand.

1. John's statement regarding Christ—
John said.

1. That Christ stood in their midst, v. 26,
though they did not know Him. This testi-
mony of John was, doubtless, delivered often
and in different terms and circumstances. The
testimony given in this lesson was after
Christ’s baptism, when John had already re-
cognised him. And the sign given at the
baptism was not for the peogjlle but for John;
go that he might make Him known to them,~
See v. 33. -

2. That Christ was superior to him, v. 27,
He was preferred.  'Whose shoe's latchet, &e.
The people of the East wore only the sole of
& shoe, bound fust to the foot by strings passed
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over and around it. This was more pleass!
for hot countries. But it was the work ¢
the lowest servants to stoop and untie
sandal.  This shows Joln’s true humility-

3. That Christ was the Lamb of God, v. 2%
The next day, i.e. the next day after the del®”
gation of the Jews inquired of John. Tb#
was just after Christ’s return from the tempt#”
tion in the wilderness. 4

Christ a Lamb. A lamb was killed 8%
eaten in commemoration of Israel’s delive™
ance from Egypt. Christ was predicted by
Isaiah as 'a Lamb led to the slanght®h
chap. liii. 7, who hath borne our gricfs o
carried our sorrows. In this lesson he ¥
announced as bearing or taking away tb°
sins of the world. This bearing of sin i
frequently referred to in the Old Testamenh
and signifies, to remove the guilt or penagz
of sin by expiation,—Lev. x. 47. Ex
xxxiv. 7. Num. xiv. 8. .
Christ the Lamb of God. He was God?
lamb, as the sacrifice provided by God,—Joh?
iii. 16,—and accepted by the Father as 3
satisfaction for sin, according to the plan.
grace. It was not any private offering lik®
the lamb which any sinner brought vo th®
altar, but it was God’s unblemished offerings
furnished by His infinite love.

Christ the lamb of God that taketh awsy
the sin. The sacrificial 1amb which bears the
sin, also takes it away. There is no bearing
of sin as Mediator without removing it. Thi8
cannot be done by mere teaching, nor even by
Christ as a teacher, but only by Christ as “ouf
Passover,” whose blood must be sprinkled 0B
our conscience, The doctrine of substitutiom
that is, of one’s punishment endured &Y
another, was clearly taught in the Old Tests

'ment. Tn this light Isainh sets forth the suf

fering Messiah. e was wounded for ouf
transgressions,—See ¢hap. liil. John her®
says, “Behold the sacrificial lamb,” the gres!
appointed sacrifice prepared by God, predieted
aud brought forward by Him to bear the sif
of the world. Of theworld. The Messiah'
work was extended to the Gentiles as well 88
to the Jews.

Learn L. Christ is the only sacrifice one®
offered for sin. ’ .
- 2. That every one who would be saved
must look unto Christ.

3. That it is your duty to behold Chrish
with wonder, witg admiration.

“ Blegsed, holy, spotless Lamb!
Seated on the rainbowed throne,
‘Wilt Thou take me as I am?
‘Wilt Thou one so guilty own?

Yes; it was forsnch as I

That Thy precious blood was spilt;
Nothing brought Thee here to die—
Nothing but our woe aud guilt.”
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9th June, 1861.

THE GALL OF ABRAHAM—Genesis
12. 1-9.

th * THE Qarz~—Abraham was 60 years old
Te " the family quitted their native city of

a’s““d went and abode in Charran. The
0) d?ll‘) for this movement is not given in the
Whe estament, but it given in Acts 7, 2—4,
Thim it is said God first called Abraham:
Dlieg first call is not recorded, bt only im-
Beve In G}en. 12 ch,, and is distinguished by
N enf?l pointed circumstances from the second,

oned in 1st verse.

trig © Rature of the call rendered it a great
. Abroham’s faith. He was to leave
wheutl'y, kindred, and father’s house and to go
care he knewnot. Were God to call us to
Af,.. Country, &c.,and go to China, Japan,
fajty 2 OF elsewhere, it would be a trial of our
o » but to have us to leave home without
g, 8 Where we were going, would still be
Ore t\‘yin g. X
1 The encouragements offered were several.
18'““ make thee a great nation, v 2, ch 17-6;
Pro 8; Deut. 26, 5. This was a gratifying
wh;’"se toa man seventy-five years of age
Rar, 83 yet had no children. I will make thy
uoe great. v.2; 24, 35; to become conspi-
ble U s also gratifyisg. Thou shalt be a
in.,s‘““g- v. 2. To be the means of convey-
son) blessings is the delight of every pious
* V.3,
Ou? baerve—How careful we ought to be in
b, eatment of thoso whom God calls o
be fll;:; to duty. In hlessing them Welwtl)“
y : 0 be
CUrgeq. v,dé_ and in cursing them we wil
%JL Tre UsepiENOE~~So0 Abrahsm depar-
dion the Lord had spoken to him. His obe-
Uce was prompt, complete.
Ab Ot went with him. Itis not said that
|eav’3hqm took him, for he was commanded to
Btay | his kindred. Probably Lot would not
hiuy; behind but went though the Lord called
that Bot, and his subsequent history shews
hay, ¥ Would have been as well for him to
© remained in Haran.
t q; Trk Rewarp.—Abraham journeyed
lang naen and having passed through the
theq unto the place of Sichem and encamped,
Pro the Lord appeared to him there. He
Mised Abraham the land of Canaan, tohis
Sta]. for 5 possession. 'This was the first in-
ment of the reward of his obedience.
1 Qbserve— Abraham builded an sltar o the
™ who appeared to him in Sichem,while a
he BT in a strange land.  Afterwards when
b itched on the east of Bethel, he again
140l ded an altar and called on the name of the
*d. Hig example ought to be imitated by
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us. Wherever our tent is pitched there we
ought to have an altar to the Lord.

As part of the reward of obedience in Abra-
ham all familiesof the carth are blegsed v. 3,
ch. 18.18; 22,18; 26,4,5. Ps. 72, 17. Gal
3,8,9. All families of the earth are blessed
through him inasmuch as Christ after the flesh
came of the stock of Abraham. Inasmuch
as his example has induced thousands to be-
lieve in God.

Learn 1. If God calls you to do anything
however great the sacrifice involved, do it
Duty isours, results are God's.

*2. Call upon Godin all places. Commit
your way, &c. Ps. 37, 5.

EngrLanp’s YeoMeN : from Life in the Nine-
teenth Century.

This is published by Carter & Brothers,
New York, and is written by Maria Louisa
Charlesworth, author of several other
works- such as ¢ Ministering Children,”
“The Ministry of Life,” &e. It is a
very interesting listory of an English
farmer and of the family to which he be-
longed. Of the manner of agricultural life
in Kngland in the beginning of this century,
and of the difficulties which the family
had to contend with, in the Lindrances and
opposition of an ungodly rector. The posi-
tion of this farrily, with regard to church
ministrations, was and is, we fear, that of
two many of the adherents of the Estab-
lished Church in England, but this book
teaches the important lesson, that where
there is an unfaithful pastor and a here-
tical preacher, the Liturgy is of great worth
and advantage. We hope this book will
be widely circulated.

—— e ot P e
Hyre Heavenwarp; or Words of Strength
and Heart Cheer to Zion’s Travellers.

This is anotber of Carter & Brother’s
publications, written by Octavius Winslow,
D.D. Itis a series of short sermons or
rather expositions of particular texts of
Scripture, without the formality of dis-
courses propared for the puipit, in which
the author endeavours to encourage saints
who are wearying by the way. Mr. Win-
slow is well-known as one of the most
savory of living writers, and this work,
like his others, will endear him to his
fellow-travellers. We shall favor our readers
from time to time with an extract from his
book, which is well worth verusing.
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HE LIVETH LONG WHO LIVETH
WELL.

Hoe liveth long who liveth well,

All other life is short and vain;
Ha liveth longest who can tell

Of living most for heaveuly gain.

He liveth long who liveth well,
All else is being flung away;
He liveth longest who can tell
Of true things truly done each day.

Waste not thy being; back to Him
Who freely gave it freely give,

Else is that being but a dream,
'Tis but to be and not to live.

Be wise, and use thy wisdom well;
Who wisdom speaks must Live it too;
Hae is the wisest who can tell
How first he lived, then spoke, the true.

Be what thou seemest; live thy creed;
Hold up to earth the torch divine;
Be what thou prayest to be made;
Let the great Master's steps be thine,

Fill up each hour with what will last;
Buy up the moments as they go;
The life above, when this is past,
Is the ripe fruit of love below.

Sow truthifthou the truth wouldst reap;
‘Who sows the false shall reap the vain;

Erect and sound thy conscience keep;
From hollow words and deeds refrain.

Sow love, and taste its fruitage pure;

Sow peace, and reap its harvest bright;
Sow sunbeams on the rock and moor,

And find a harvest-bome of light.

Horatrus Bovar
Kelso, March 1861.
———— o
A RARE CHOICE.

“If I know myself, I would rather be
the means of bringing one soul to the Re-
deemer than to secure the applause of the
civilized world.”

In a private letter with no thought of
its being repeatad, much less that it would
ever be published, this remark is made to
me by an author whose labors are already
the theme of praise in our own and foreign
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lands. He has made for himself a 1t
and elevated position among the lite™
men of the age, and his works will 00
mand the applause which he is willing u
exchange for thejoy of bringing one sovl
the Redeemer!

When the remark was read, I m
silently, inquiring if it could be true. TH
writer had no motive to deceive himself‘d
us, and the statement is in harmony ¥
his life. He feels what he says, and *
accept it as the sincereexpression of a W& 3
honest beart. Isit a sentiment to Wb

To

others respond ?

Fame has a strange charm for men.
be known has the least possible good iP i
yet is sought by many more than gold ®

H
§

virtue. It never satisfies, because it i8 8%
substantial. The more a man has of i*°

the more he wants, and never has enoug_h"‘
And what is it when it comes? Vanitf
of vanities, all is vanity. But the sweeh
satisfaction of turning a soul from sin 10
righteousness is above all comparison.
is to last forever! However exquisite tb°
thiill that pervades the heart at the m7
ment, when we know that one immort
soul is through our instrumentality s3ve¢
from death, that thrill is to be prolong
and increased, year after year, age aftéf
age, world without end. “We who hav®
this joy are assured that we have been &
workers with God in that which His s0®
gave His life to accomplish, The sorro¥
from which the saved soul is saved; the
joy to which it is raised: the glory it ob
tains, and yields to its Redeemer, join n
magnifying the huppiness of him who h“;
any pait, however humble, in the work ©
its salvation, .
“The applause of tha civilized world” 1
more than any man may hope to get, a0
when it is his, Fe finds that, like wealth
and crowns, it docs not give the bliss !
promised. But He who turns many %
righteousness shall shino as stars in t
firmament. And he who saveth one s0¥
from death shall not fail of a rewsr
moro precious than fame, or riches, O
power.
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1
“HE REAL, SAVIOUR AND THE
REAL SINNER”

& TQH

Uteng; me, Jenny,” said a minister, in

"8 to one of his people in a time of
wpy *Wakening in Lis congregation,
e, what led you to such a deep
o of sin 9" e poor woman was in
ing i:leate.st distress of mind, earnestly seek-
Yoy u}vatmn, ¢ Q sir,” said she ¢ it was
i a? Mr. M'D. told us the other night,
tugy, 'S visiting the garden of Gethse-
ing i When he wasat Jerusalem, and stand-
Yoy, - very place where Jesus was inan
ot V) and gyeqt as it were great drops
) falling down to the ground.”
Takq Ofm‘flister did not know what to
by t 18, and feared that it was a mere
_ celing, arising from her emotional
MGeth 3Ving been touched by the mnotice
EW" h“emane. “ But Jenny,” said be to
oy di?lr' “what had that to do with you?
si:nt»hat‘ make you feel your sins?’
Yoy g rory 281 she, « I then saw that Jesus
e wa; Saviour, 1 thought before that
N th°’1]y a story in a book. Butwhen
thay g wiHe wasareal Saviour, I saw
-t 88 a real sinner.”
™ theg. € Of the most interesting studies
Shoy, I?a)'s to consider the Lord’s doings,
:’hat Wo © works, “what means He uses,
be he«:{d to send home a sense of sin to
})f(}eth% This woman had often heard
% by Mane, and of the Lord Jesus be:
EbOo » 1t Was all to her amere “story in
oy 1t did not come home to her
Yy a2k But hearing the minister
:h%,] he had been at the very place
5" s suffored the agony and bloody
iythe 18 reality dashes before her mind
:gaofm Wer of the Spirit. These suffer-
aa"'&:islis Were no mere siory,—Jesus
&) Sa Saviour, But, ah! if Jesus was
Rnd R Vio
fop m%ywakes to hergreat need, and cries

s-a"iou,er, blessed be God, there is a real
Qni‘ a O your need and mine. Your
ek m:iﬁhty. Men treat it so lightly—
allanCk of it, thatitis g}\lxitg dili-

Dey put it away into the dark-

‘\Lg Rn d.t}“’}k }t)here is axy; end of it.—
‘ Nse in a)l its odiousness, and

ur, then she is a real sinner—~—|]
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confront them at God’s bar. No, my
reader, you raust see yourself as a real
sioner, und you must come {o this real
Saviour whose blood cleanses us from all
sin.

PURITY OF CHARACTER.

Over the beauty of the plum and the
apricot, there grows a bloom and beauty
more exquisite than the fruit itself—a soft,
delicate plush that overspreads its blush-
ing cheek. Now, if you strike your hand
over that, and it is once gone, and it is gone
forever; for it never growsbutonce. Take
the flower that hangs in the morning, im-
pearled with dew, arrayed as no queenly
woman ever was arrayed with jewels.—
Once shake it, so that the beads roll off,
and you may sprinkle water over it as
carefully as you please, yet it never can be
made again what it was when the dew fell
silently upon it from heaven! On & frosty
morning, you may see the panes of glass
covered with landscapes—mountaines, lakes,
trees, blended in a beautiful, fantastic pie-
ture.  Now, lay your band upon the glass,
and by the scratch of your finger or by
the warmth of your palm, all the delicate
tracery will be obliterated! So there isin
youth' a beauty and purity of character,
which when once touched and defiled, can
never be restored; a fringe more delicate
than frost-work, and which, when torn and
broken, will never be reembroidered. A
man Who has spotted and soiled his moral
garieuts, in youth, though he may seek
to make them white again, can never wholly
do it, even were he to wash them with his
tears. When a young man Jeaves his fa-
ther’s house, with the blessing of bis me-
ther’s tears still wet upon his forehead, if
he once Joses that early purity of character,
iti8 4 loss that he can never make whole
agam. Such is the consequence of crime.
ts effects cannot be eradicated ; it can only
be forgiven. Itis a stain of blood that
we can never make white, and which can
be washed away only in the blood of Christ,
that « cleanseth from all sin "~ Beecher.

A% When a man comes tothe Bible as
a childe he will find wonders in it to make
him ma:~g —{Dr. Gordon.
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THE RIGHT SPIRIT

A good man in Fredricksburg said an ex-
cellent thing in our presence a few years ago.
A well known Methodist preacher was stop-
ping with the old man, who was a Baptist.

The twain were walking down town, when
they were accosted by a former Mayor of the
place, who presently said, “How is it that
you two get on together so well, when you are
80 thoroughly opposed to each other upon
questions of doctrine? I should think that
you would be all the while pitching in to each
other.” © Mr. —” responded the old man,
“ there are ninety-nine subjects npoun which
1y friend and myself can gonverse without
disagreeing, and then there are so many top-
ics to interest us, we can well afford to leave
the hundreth, upon which we shoald disagree,
untouched.”

What a world of sound sense and simple
siety there was in this answer. Surely these

aristian meu acted wisely in thusignoring a
question of difference, the discussion of which
could in nowise profit either, since each for
himself had settled the matter to his own sa-
tisfaction.  Kven if each felt that the other
held an erroneous opinion, each had confidence
in the Christian character and candor of the
other, and being equally honest, each could
respect, esteem, and love the other, despite a
ditference of opinion upon the controverted
point.  And the world that looked upon tiis
exhibition of love, think you not it honored
wore the kindliness of their manner and inter-
course, than all the wordy strifes of over-
zealous sectaries?  Aye, verily, The carping
sceptic has too often had occasion to say,
Your Christianity teaches love; how is it
that~there is so great strife and contention
among those who profess to be Christians?
1low can the secptic be answered when he
argues thus? Not easily, while we wrangle
and dispute. Readily enough, when we bear
towards all men that meek-mindedness, taat
forbearance to assert our own opinions, the
willingness to differ without disputing, which
prompted the words upon which we are com-
menting.

There may be exceptions, but the rule un-
doubtedly is, “ avoid controversy.” Contro-
versial sermous, controversial speeches, con-
troversial writings, controversial conversa-
tions, among Christians, preachers and lay-
men, ought to be sparingly indulged. There
i & fit seacou for such performances. While
we wrangle and worry one another, sinners are
stumbling over our squabbles into the hope-
less and helpless perdition of ungodly men.
QOur time every hour of it, is nceded in the
great work of saving souls. That ought to
ubsorb every moment, every thouzht and ev—

fulness of the Redeemer himself!

THE GOOD NEWS,

ery energy ; and when there are no sinneﬁfg
win to God, then we may take timeto talk 0*
er other matters. Until then, there is a m?
excellent way—the way of peace: “Ii
peaceably with all men.” Not by giving up
the truth, not by a denial of the truth, not l(%
hiding away the truth, not by shunning & b0
defence of the truth, when the truth nee to
be defended; but the best way to hold b8
truth, to_assert the truth, is by Liviog &
truth. He best defends the truth whose U
is truth. Lef your lives speak, rather th
your lips. In action, rather than in speec,li
be a witness for the truth, and all men ¥
honor the truth, and learn to love the truth
“There is all the more need for this 1es¥
now, when the bitter waters of hate seem
be stirred throughout the land. In the m!
of strifes and contentions, let the Christi
cherish a spirit of Churist-like love for €8¢
other and for all men. The world needs 4
leaven of Christian love, and whence sh
be had, if we who profess to love Jesus £
without love in our lives, and without love fo
each other.—Christian Advocate.

THE CHRISTIAN'S INHERITANCE'»

. tle
In this world of carth and sense, 8 git
to some great estate gives honour and 1%
pect, and often procures & most comma?
ing influence among our fellow-creaturé
But what are all the riches and possesst’ \
in éomparison of the riches of gmcer/th
possessions which faith opens to the P“fy
pect of the true believer! Here the cb g
of God has no inheritance, but how glo™ -
ous that to which he is entitlel by
promises of the gospel—none other
the fulness of Christ Jesus! By faithy, ©
views the immensity of his possess
suited to the nature, equal to the WaP
and commensurate with the dumtloﬂble'
the immortal soul. Yet rich and noe §
who, great and self-sufficient in you&m
tended possessions, boast of secure i
and a long succession, what is that lo
succession but itself a proof of the Ul",
tain tenure by which your por‘vs‘l”’sre
have beon held, and by which they "
now held by you? Believer! thougl} p
in this world, thou hast an inherittt

above. It is nothing else than the i’gi:;

ace the

o

thas

shall only realize the tille, and p!
in the full and eternal possession.== 0
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The Judgment-Seat of Christ.

Z
%"y eye shall see him. Rev. i. 7. No
escape !

&imFIDEL! What have you to say to

be:?]emn,~ this awful scene? You will
to av:’ to be there. In vain may you try
Yoy ‘:f' your eye from his awful frown.—
Whop, ill be compelled to look upon him
wh., oW have pierced with your sins; and
Ver may have been your scoffs and
gy these will all forsake you on that
Yocky Y. In vain.will you call upon the
. 30d the hills to fall upon you, for,
" Your will, and in spite of all your

o 2248, you will be irresistably hurried
Hay :d into the lake of endless fire. But
Goa there no escape! Yes; blessed be
the there 5 a way,—and only oNE,—
Your O%D Jrsvs Cnrist. Harden mnot
hoy, “art, but seck him Zo-day,—this very
have' t not thesun go down till you
i w?o“ght the merey of an offended God.
g Wiﬁ?t cast you out, for he is infinitely
for "lercymg to pardon than you are to cry

PR
th R;OFESSOR! How will you approach
;)hﬁn t‘;’f;ul _bar,—«The judgment-seat of
0“ .
1o ip . 887 no batter than the Znfidal, See
2}’ am“ lflave not deceived yourselves
Xbey; of godliness, without having
llolc';::noed achange of heart. Without
G, 10 man shall euter the kingdom of

B

NotJ:CIFSLIDER!-Oh, stop! stop !—
“?ﬂnu . P further, but repent, and fall in-
fl er1 Your face before Him who mer-
ingq whs";:mbers that you are but dust,
8 Rracigy, ndly waits to receive you, with
TRE-L;’"a forgiving smile.
Joup feu BLING  SAINT! Cast away
e“%um member him who for your
ihall pﬁemem, hath declared, that nome
Ving g ck you out of his hands ; that
il g 9% the good work within you,

SANIR, It in glory.
Yok 3, CLIFIED BELIEVER! ~ Your
Vit rap; One’—finished, You may now
Uresing, ¢ Come Lord Jesus, come.

Unless your heart be sanctified,-

815

Your salvation is not only nearer than whem
you first believed, but the glorious work is
done; you will now hear those heavenly
words,—¢ Coma ye blessed ¢f my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world; enter ye into
the joy of your Lord. :

But oh, the Jnfidel! will he not listen§
Oh, turn ye! turn yel—why will ye die?
—[Sinner’s Friend.

UNLOOKED FOR BLESSING.

Called, in the providence of God, in the
summer season, for six successive summers,
to be in a small village on the banks of the
Hudson, I met weekly, Sabbath after Sab-
bath night, with a little company, never
more than seven, met to pray for the sal-
vation of souls. For seven long years,
thers was but one addition to that church.

The Gospel seemed to be faithfully preach-
ed. They were discouraged, despairing,
giving up. I returned to the city in Octo-
ber. ~ At the last prayer-meeting which I
attended in the village. there was one came
whom I had vot seen there before; there
were eight, I think, that evening. About
2 week afterwards, the oldest elder in the
church came down and ssid he was going
to sell his place and move away; he could
not live in that neighbourhood any longer;
he thought he was no use there. Three
weeks after, however, he came into my
office in Wall Streei, the tears rolling
down his checks. 1 saw that something
great was the matter with him. As soon
as I was at leisure, be came to me and said,
“Brother, would you believe it? the
heavens are opened ; the shower is descend-
ing; our prayers, continued for seven lon%
years, are at last heard. The young i;ir
who came into the prayer-meeting the last
Sabbath you were with us, is converted to
God. She has gone out into the bigh-
ways and hedges; she has brought in one
and another. We havenow eighteen under
deep conviction of sin; and it was my
privilege to stand up in our little congrega-
tion of ahout one hundred, and count over
thirty souls hopefully converted to God.—
Rev. R, Wells.
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TESTS OF DECLENSION.

1. Constant association with careless
professors—Duty will carry us in the
world, but sin only makes us of the world.
The question is not, are our relatives, or
our business acquaintences worldly. But
are our chosen friendsso? The first iscon-
sistent with a state of grace. The second
never so.

2. Vanity.—If we do not cauterize this,
it may bleed us to death. ¢ If a man is
naturally vain,” says Cecil, “he will be
in danger of sacrificing everything to a
name.”

3. A tendency to speculate in money
matters.—This often precipitates a fall.
It drags us intto boon companionship with
men whose idol is gold. It eats into that
quiet which is essential to prayer. It
damages us in the judgment of others, and
when we know others think we are sinking,
we are apt to sink. And it often drags us
into practices inconsistent with Christian
integrity.

4. Goingto distinctively worldly amuse-
mends.

5. Indulging some continually besetting
sin.—Soon this corrupts our whole standard

of truth.  'We make a new gospel to make
this sin permissable. And this new gospel
gives us a new Master,

« It is true that sometimes this besetting
sin is cured by violent remedies, as in the
case of David and Hezekiah. But can we
choose this—the disgrace of the Church,
if not to ourselves—when mnow, by a
vehement effort, the evil could be removed 2

But take mo narcotics to your conscience,
s0 as to indulge in this besettingsin! For
the stupor they produce may be that of
death.

6. Seeking popularity—We yield and
yield, until at last the whole fast-land

0es,

7. Shortening  prayers——Declension
first knocks at the closet door. It is the
only gate by which it can effect an en-
trance. -But when in, it possesses the
whole house.

THE GOOD NEWS.

8. Lazity after a revival.—There ’“:
always ebbs and flows in the human be?”
but beware lest you increase the re-act® .
Satan, like the ‘wreckers, watches for &
ebb tide to seize the vessels that may
temporarily stranded. -

9. Prosperity~Uninterrupted ease ¢
foretokens a fall. ‘

A HOTTENTOT BOY.

A poor black boy, the property o *
slavehmr in Africa.,yhavingphegid of %
preaching of the missionaries, felt a stro!
desire to go and hear about Jesus Chbr#® g
For this purpose, he crept secretly 8%
one evening; but being obliged to Pl
under the window of the house, his mast
saw him and called out—* Where are
going "

The poor fellow came back, tremblIT&’
and said: ¢ Me go to hear the missiona”
massa.” it

«To hear the missionaries, indeed!
you ever go there, you shall receive ’1’1‘“
and-thirty lashes, and be put in irons. o

With a disconsolate look, the boy ",
plied: “ Me tell Massa—me tell the
Massa.” :

«Tell the great Master,” replied o
master; what do you mean$” o

« Mo tell the great Massa, the Lord
heaven, that Massa was angry with Hi#
because I wanted to go and hear
word.” e

The master was struck with aston™®
ment; his color changed, and, unabié '
conceal his feelings, he hastily tuined avw?
saying— . Lt

“ Go along and hear the missionm"l‘;s,

Being thus permitted, the poor boy &~ ¢
ly went. In the meantime the mip
the master became vestless and uneaf‘f‘b’,
He had not been accustomed to think ¥
he had a Master in heaven, who knew #
observed all his actions; and he at 1en
determined to follow his slave, and ¥
there was any peace for his trousled spt r
Creeping, unobserved, into a secreb
ner, he eagerly listened to the words ' _
missionary, who that day addres®® _g
natives from St. John, xxi, 15— 12"
thou me?” i”

“Ts there no poor sinner,” said the 7%y
sionary, “who can answer the quest
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N .
ot one poor slave who loves Jesus Christ ? !

Pt who dares to confess Him ¢’
longer® the poo: boy, unable to forbear any
hisgrer’ Sprang forward, holding up both
his 48uds, while the tears streamed down
“y, Cheeks, cried out, with eagerness—
Hjp, 12583, me do love Him. Me lovg
The e love Him with all my heart !
he w © Master was still more astonished ;.smd
whiehnt home convinced of the blessings
tideg the gospel prings, and became a de-
Christian,

A ——— v ———————
SYMPATHIZING SAVIOUR.

3 i
Garﬁsumly He hath’ borne our griefs, and
of oo e0UF Sorrows.”  What a rich store

taj ort for weary, sorrowing hearts, is
}lowe:,ned in these few words! Nope,
Precioer' can appreciate their exceeding
local,usne&f, but those who have learned
o Iy their trials and sorrows to ?he feet
T Gr“ﬂ' In every attribute of His cha-

L eom: Lord is infivitely glorious, but
Pagg thchlldren of God, who are called to
oo ough deep waters of affliction, it
L% “Wiarly pleasant to know that they
“}‘mpé?ﬁ.t,‘m]y an almighty, but also a

Arg Zmg Saviour.
leyy > @ poor?

y Our Lord was a home-
dndel’er'

l)@neﬁt Have we faithfully tiied to
o onl #l'around us, and in return receiv-
Ing 7 ontempt and ingratitude? Dur-
o' e «Hg yag despise:l and reject-
5% thor®n” and in his last hours, mocked
ki Soy] Orwhose sakes *He poured out
fvilg ““Dt,o death,” Ave we tempted of
Y8 apan ¢ Was in all points tempted as
and g . DO We see before us calamity
: b&pﬁ:r;l"f{? Our Saviour said, “ L have
ke Yo to be baptized with; and how
g b Mtened ynri] it is accomplished ;”
0P i o that if it were possible, the
o . PSS from Him.
ereaved ? Jesus wept at the
Are we called to en-
“ Dhysical or mental sutfering?
. death in jts most painful
m addition to his bodily an-
Ore the weight of our trans-
Jhl it is indeed a blessed
Ain every trial and sorrow, we
Ot comfort and support to One
. “mage perfect through suf-
_AXNNE.

N baptized with a baptism of | \
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CHRIST'S CANNON-ROYAL. .

Love was Christ’s cannon-royal. He
battered down with it all the forts of hell,
and triumphed over principalities and
powers. Christ was judgment proof. Ha
endured the wrath of God, and was not
destroyed. He was hell-proof and grave-
proof; He suffered, and rose againj but
He was not love-proof, (to borrow that ex-
pression). He was not only love-sick for
His Church, but sick to death, and died
for His firiends, His banner over his
Chureh was love. Saints, be sworn to His
colours, die and live with Christ. And
take Christ in the one arm, His cause and
the gospey in the other, and your life be-
tween both, and say to all enemies, Take
one, take all. The midst of Christ's cha-
riot is paved with love for the daughters
of Jerusalem.  Christ’s royal seat, both
in the gospel, in which He is carried
through the world as a conquerer, and in
the rouls of His chiidren, is love. Frem
the sense of this, it were our happiest lifo
to live and love with Christ; for He hath
carried up to Heaven with Him the love
and the heart and the treasures of the

sons of God, so as all ours are with Him
above time.

S. RCTHERFORD.

ALWAYS FAITHFUL!

The keeper of a lighthouse on the coast of
France was once exulting at the brilliancy of
light, and of the great distance it could Le
seen at gea, But some one ventured to sug-
gest, “ Suppose of one these lights should grow
dim and go out?”

The man seemed appalled at the idea.

“Why,” said he “if one of these lights
should even grow dim, in six months from now
I should get letters ‘rom America, from India,
and from places I have never heard from, tell-
ing me of losses as the result of my negli-
gence.”

Dear Sunday-school teachers, are you not
pre-eminently lights in the world? If you let
your lights go out, or burn even without that
Vigor or brilliancy which the Christian, and
you especially, should ever shed on your path-
way through the world, what will be the resuit?
Not wreeks of bodies merely, but wreeks,

eternal wrecks of the souls committed to your
care,
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O Wretched Man that I Am!

Who is it thatis so miserable? Per-
haps there are many human hearts that
will answer, « It is I, most certainly. I
am sure that my case is designated.” But
who are you? A man of pleasure? Yes,
aman o pleasure,, You have sought for
happiness in the ball-room, in the theatre,
at the card-table or bowling-alley; you,
like the boy, have chased the rainbow, but
have never been able Lo overtake it. Ithas
always beenin the next valley, or on the
next hill. In all your giddy round of
pleasure, you have never found any sub-
stantial good; you have been repeatedly
deceived, and you are conscious that you
are a wretched man. This is indeed most
true. But you have not that state of feel-
ing that Paul had, when he uttered the
words at the head of this article. He was
never “a man about town.” Your
wretchedness has no sympathy with his
source of anguish,

The man of wealth exclaims, “My case
is designated. I have for years made it
my study, day and night, and nsed unceas-
ing toil to accumulate wealth, and I have
purtially succeeded; but my desires have
outstripped my acquisitions, and I am no
more satisfied than I was in early life. I
sm indeed a wretehed man!” But the
source of your unhappiness is not similar
to that of the apostle to the Geutiles. He
pever sought forthe gold of Ophir or Ca-
lifornia. He learned that in whatever
state he was therewith tobe content.

The ambitious man says, “ The captain
of this article describes my case. [ have
sought for the honour and applause of this
world, and have partially obtained my ob-
ject; but in the train of my success have
followed cares and perplexities, that have
far out-weighed all my consolatious, All
my happiness consisted in anticipation, not
in fruition, and I am more wretched than
I was in the humble walks of life” You
also greatly mistake the source of the apos-
tles unhappiness. He never sought to
pleaso men. If this had been his govern-
ing purpose, he could mot have been the
sarvant of Christ,

THE GOOD NEWS. ?

The question asked at the begioni®®
still remains unanswered. Who i8 :
wretchedman? Not the man of Ple”‘:" :
por the ambitious man. They are ind | |
most miserable—consuming all thing® av
hungry still; but they understand 20 g
exclamation placed at the bead of thi d
ticle. "

At a certain period in the life of Pau
had no knowledge of this source of 8%
Once he was alive without the law :,;d
the commandment came, sin reviveds
he died. By the law he obtained a kﬂ"b_d
ledge of sin, yea, by looking into the &
of the divine law, he was taught his e
ceeding sinfulness. He had indeed 1¢%
ed Clnist as the end of the law for
righteousness; but there was a law 1P “
members that warred against the 18%
his mind, and brought him into capti*’
As he advanced in his Christian cours® .
still advanced more and more in 2 kﬂ;ﬁ
ledge of the wickedeness of his own D¢y
This it was that Jed him to cry oub
wretched man that1 am !

«My God! I cry with every breath
Exert thy power to save;

O break the yoke of sin and death,
And thusredeem the slave!”

‘We learn from this truth, that a oo,
ledge of the sinfulness of the human b
is essential to true piety. There are .
who profess to have made great at o
ments in sanctification, who seem t0 "
very little acquaintance of indwelling "y
In a short time, under particular "
ces, they have risen very high, in thelff(it“y
estimation, inspiritual attainments.
arerich, increased in goods, and have ®
of mnothing. But if their feeling® f
analyzed, you will not find Paul’s 5%
sin as its base. This is not an ing?” oo
in its history. That religious explyl
which has not the essential features © ¢ NG
cannot be genuine. A knowledge @ uif
sinfulness of the human heart is absol"dty
essential to true piety. This was 8007 41
ent part of President Edward's piety- pott
am” savs he, “accustomed to g0 3%y
from week to week, and from moP .
month, saying as I go, « Infinite UP of
finite, infinite upon infinite; * such?
sense of sins.”

Such a man as Edwﬁrds symP“t'P
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:;I‘h Paul, and entered into his feelings
®2 he exclaimed, “O wretched man
that Y gy Reader, bave you any sym-
Pty with this spirit? Do you continu-
boy ey to God to deliver you from this
Udage of sin? Will you answer these
Vestions . American paper.

SCOLDING CLERGYMEN.

’ Tl_le effect of asperity in a clergyman is
Uillustrated fu the following story, the
« she of which was laid in the state of
t,an:?y habits,” and the events of which
dr Pred there, several years since. Tw.ro
ng’:men were settled in their youth in
th hg“(_)us parishes. The congregation of
98¢ had become very much broken
ain“attered, while that of -the other re;-
al ga:}(ll ]’_"!'ge and strong. At a ministe.:n-
DIy~ g [both of these pastors being
hqwi’ pr- A. said to Dr. B, « Brother,
bOredas it happened that while I have la-
Preac), 85 diligently as you have, and
e.d better sermons, and more of them,

anq I;ansh has been seattered tothe winds,
rou"s remaius strong and unbroken ¥’
You, b - facetiously replied, «Oh, T'll tell
firgy g;’ther. When you go fishing, you
to Whicha great rough pole for a handle,
you attach a large cod-line, and

fishy ca 00k, and twice as much bait as the
Mg U swallow, With these accoutre-
throw’i YOu dash up to the brook, and

dO n Your h ¢ N %
\Vﬁ; ™ ook, with, There bite,. yo

U8 you scare away all the fish.

le, 5 . 80 fishing, T get a little switching | g

2t : Mall line,"and just such a hook and
Up 2@ fish can swallow.” Then T creep
aq o . brook, and geutly slip them in,
ny ag Ylfch ’em out, twitch ’em out, till
Joy Lifen 18 full.”— Qornell's « How to en-

the :“]’ewh" learned his divinity among

lmmedgia * and had the Holy Ghost for his

Le knewte teacher, tells us plainly, *That

S Mt o but in part;” oh, tnen, how little
that part do we know!

31¢

i

THE TRUE WISDOM.

A man may know all about the rocks,
and his heart remain as hard as they are;
a man may know all about the winds, and
ba the sport of passions as fierce as they;
a man may know all about the star’s, and
his fate be the meteor’s, that, after a brief
and brilliaat career, is quenched in eternal
night; a man may know all about the ses,
and his soul resemble its troubled waters,
which canuot rest; a man may know how
to rule the spirits of the elements, yetknow
not how togulehis own: a man may know
how to turg aside the flashing thunderbolt,
but not the wiath of God from hisown
guilty heal; he may know all that La
Placo—all that Shakespeare knew— all
that Watt knew—all that the greatest ge-
niuses havs known; he may know all mys-
teries and all knowledge, but if he does not
know his Bible, what shall it avail? I take
my stand by the bed of a dying philoso-
pher as well as of a dying miser, and ask -
of the werld’s. wisdom as of the world’s’
wealth, « What shall it profit a manif he
gain the whole world and lose his own
soul "

I despise not the lights of science; but
they burr in a dying chamber as dim as

its candles. They cannot penetrate the
mists of death, nor light the foot of the
weary traveller on his way in that valley
through which we have all topass. Com-
mend me, therefore, to the light which il-
‘amines the last hour of life—commend me
to the light that cau irradiate the face of
eath——commend me to the light that,
when a]l others are quenched, shall guide
my foot to the portals of that blessed world
where there is no need of the sun, and no
need of the moon, and no need of any
created lights, for God and the Lamb are
the light thereof. Brethren, leave others
to climb the steeps of fame—brother, sis-
ter, put your feet upon the ladder that
scales the sky; mor mind, though your
brows are never crowned with fading bays,
if you win, through faith in Jesus, the
crown of eternal life.—Dr. Guihrie.
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A Semi-monthly periodical, devoted o the
Religious Education of the old and young.—
Tublished on the 1st and 15th of every nonth,
at One Dollar.

It contains:

1. Original and Selected articles, on practi-
cal Religion.

2. Revival intelligence and accoun’s of the
various Christian movements for the amelior-
ation of society.

3. A Seripture Lesson for every Sibbath in
the year, adapted to assist pareats snd teachers.

4 News of the churches in Cunuda.

5. A sermon from'some living Proacher,

27 Back numbers can be supplied. 7

THE EVANGELIZER.,

A religious periodical, unsectarian in char-
acter and devoted exclusively to the adva:};o-
meat of the Kingdom of God in the world. is
published toward the end of every month, at
95 cents per apnam, or 50 copies of one issue
for a dollar.

"T'he matter of The Evangelizer consists of
articles original and selected, and is adapted
to grouse sinners, direct enquirers, and quicken
God's people. :

The Evangelizer is well adapted for circula-
tion in all districts, but especially in those dis-
tricts where men are perishing for lack of

knowledge. Andits circulation in those places.

¢an be promoted by Ministers, Missinaries,
Sabhbath School Teachers, and Chrisians of
every class acting as agents.

1u order that the Lord’s work may be ad
vanced, we offer The Evangelizer for

Gratuitous Circulation.

YWe are anxious that our paper shoald eir-
culate among the careless and the infidel, as
well es among the religious. Many cf these
we kmow, will not subscribe for, nor support
a paper such as ours, but we wish it to circu-
lute amongst them, notwithstanding. And
the way it can be done is this.

TReader, suppose in your locality, school-
section, congregation, vilage or town, there
are twenty, thirty, or fifty families, or more,
which you could conveniertly visit once a
mounth. ~ It you wish to do them good, send
to ms £or as many papers os there are families.
Tt there be fifty families, we will send fifty
copies each month rree.  Take them round—
hand them kindly to every oue of the fifty who
will receive them, no matter by what name
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In this work all classes of our readers m8J
engage, but especially wonld we like to enlist
a number of females, as we have always fo
them able and devoted distributors.

The Gospel Message.

Is a small periodical we publish month!y
and is substantially a Gospel tract of fo%f
puges, or two Gospel tractsof two puges ea¢
or tour Grospel tracts of one page each.

1t is well adapted for distribution on th®
railway cars, steamers at the dismissal of co%
gregations, on household visitations,
wherever Grospel tracts can be circulated.

In order that we may supply these 83
cheaply as possible, the matter of The Me&"
sage will appear first for some time in T
Evanglizer: so that we will be able to send O
Huudred and Forty copies of The Gospel
Message by post to any part of Canada for 5
cents,

To those who have the opportunity of pealr
tering, but canuot afford to purchase, as mad
as they can circulate, we will be glad ¥
supply them gratis, as far as the Lord enablé?
us. .

Tor the gratuitous circulation of Evangel
zer and GGospel Message,

Donations {
Ace thankfully received. The scattering ¢
leaflets of truth, is with us a work of ful
and labor of love. We spend our time, 9%
talent and our substance, without expecti®
or desiring any benefit, but such as the
! sees fit to bestow—so that if He shonld stir WP
any of His people to help us with their sub”
i stance it will be thankfully received and 8¢
knowledged.

Colporteurs.

_'We have now Eight Colporteurs, who 4%
vote their time to the distribution of our pub
lications, whom we commend to the Christh
kinduess of those whom they may visit, ﬁnf
| to the care and keeping of the Grea Iiend @
the Church.

The sphere of usefulness is wide, and the
need of Colporteurs great, se that if any you8
man of piety and activity is dispo<ed toep
on the work, in counection with us the
will be kiud enongd to commuanicate with
direct.

A Scheme of Sabbath School Lessons fof-
every Subbath in 1861, is supplied by
for ten cents per dozen,

ROBERT KENNEDY,
Prescott, C.W-
p—

e

they are named. When you hand them in, - - BY
spesk a word for Christ. It will be a good | PRINTED AND PD'BLISHED AW
opporiunity for you. If you are not able to | ROBERT KENNEDY, Prescort, C.

do sq, leave the Lord himself to speak through

the poyper.

to whom all communications and coutrib%

ticns must be addreszed prepaid.




