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THE FIEST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CANADA PRERBY-
| TERIAN OHURCH. -

- The meeting of this newly constituted Supreme Court of our Church,
last month; is an event to be remembered, not only on account of the im-
portance of the change from Synod to General Assembly, and the progress
which the change denotes, but also on acconnt of the many interesting inci-
dents which marked its somewhat prolonged session. The principal
matters in the minutes to which attention may be directe&? are :—
The unanimous election of the venerable Principal of Knox College
to the Moderatorship of the Assembly ; the rece}:‘ntion of a large number of
delegates from British, American, and Canadian Churches, among whom are
worthy of special mention, Mr. Arnot and Dr. Blaikie of the Free Church
of Scotland, Drs. Edmond and McLeod of the United Presbyterian
Church, Dr. Watisand Mr. Sinclair (elder) of the Irish Presbyterian Church,
and Mr. Tully and Dr. Elliott of the Presbyterian Church of the United
States ; overtures in favour of union with the Presbyterian Church of the
Lower Provinces, and the appointment of committees to confer on the sub-
ject of union by the Assembly and the Synod of the Presbyterian Church
of Canada in connection with the Church of Scotland ; and finally, the
recognition by the whole Church of the loss sustained by it in the death of

the late Dr. Burns, and the resignation of the Principalship of Knox College
- by the Moderator.
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In conncction with the meeting of the Assembly must be mentioned
the two breakfasts. given on successive mornings, by the branch of the
Evangelical Alliance in Toronto, to the delegates from abroad to the Pres-
byterien, Methodist and Congregational Chuiches, and by the Presbyterian
laymen of the city to the Presbyterian deputies. Most of the members of
Assembly were present on both occasions, and enjoyed what it is hoped
may be but the first of an annual series of plensant meetings, for promoting
kindly relations between our own and other Presbyterian Churches.,

" Another event which bas, perhaps, not obtained 2 prominencein the minds
of members of the Church, which it deserves, is the inauguration of a
genuine French Canadian 'Mission in Montreal, with Professor Coussirat as
normal teacher, and Fuathér Chiniquy, as he is still called, for pioneer.

The resignation of Principal Willis is & cause of great regret to many.
The task of filling the position which he has so long oceupied. will devolve
upon the GcnenTAssembly of 1871, and will be found to be one of no
common difficulty.

Coincident with the anion of the Red River country to the Dominior
of Canada will he the formation of the new Presbytery of Manitoba, which
the Assembly authorized, and which will make the operations in that
country a part of the Home Mission work of the Church.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

The General Assembly of the Canada Presbyterian Church held its
first meeting in Knox's Church, Toronto, on the evening of Tuesday, 7th
June. In the absence of the Rev. Dr. Ormiston, who was unable to be
present on account of indisposition, the Rev. Dr. TOPE, the moderator of
the previous year, opened the Assembly with a very suitable and impressive
sermon from Ephesians v., 25: “Christ also loved the Church and gave
Himself for it,” &e. At a subsequent stage, tie Assembly rendercd thanks
to Dr. Ormiston for the manner in which he had discharged the duties of
the chair last year, and expressed their sympathy with him in his present
affliction, and also tendered thanks to Dr. Topp for the impressive and
appropriate discourse with which he opened the proceedings of Assembly.
It may be mentioned that Dr. Ormiston was enabled to come to Toronto,
and attend the Assembly for a few days in the course of its sessions. From
the first the attendance of commissioners was large, and continued large
until towards the close of the sittings of Assembly. All the Ministers
commissioned to attend the Assembly were present, and the number of
elders who were absent was comparatively small.

The Assembly will be long remembered, not only as being the first
meeting under our new organization, but also frum the pleasing circumstance
that so many deputies from other Churches were present. Their addresses
were listened to with great pleasure, and, we belicve, produced an impres-
sion both on the members of Assembly, and others who were present,
which will be permanently beneficial. ’

We give a synopsis of the proceedings of Assembly, with the results
arrived at on the various subjects which engaged its attention.

APPOINTMENT OF MODERATOR.

When the Assembly proceeded to hear the nominations of Presbytéries,
it was found that, with almost ahsolute unanimity, they had nominated
Pricipal Willis.  The Rev. W. Gregg, M. A., who had been nominated
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by one Presbytery, having asked leave to have his name withdrawh, Prin-
cipal Willis was clected Moderator by acclamation, and took the chair
accordingly.

DEATH OF MINISTERS, &C.

From the detailed statement of the changes affecting the rolls of Synods
and Presbyteries since last meeting of Synod, it appeared that five ministers
had been removed by death, viz.,, Rev. Hugh Campbell, minister at Man-
illa; Dr. Robert Burns, Emeritus Professor in Knox College; Rev.
W. T. Murdoch, of Melville Church, Galt; Rev. James Douglass, a xetired
minister in the Presbytery of Cobourg; andg Rev. John McLachlan, a
retired minister in the Presbytery of Onterio. The number of ordinations,
exclusive of inductions of ministers previously ordaired, was six; ministers
received from other Churches, three; students licensed, six.

DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES.

*  Asusua), the fixst hour of the second sederunt was spent. in devotional
éxercises, several members of the Assembly engaging in prayer, at the call
of the Moderator, with praise, and reading of the seripturesin the intervals,
Each sederunt was opened with similar exercises, sometimes a shorter and
sometimes a longer time being spent in these,

BUGSINESS OF THE ASSEMBLY—COMMITTEES.

At the first and second sederunts, various committees were appointed
for revising Synod Records, examining returns of Presbyteries to remits of

last year, considering and reporting upun applications from ministers for -

admission into the Church. These all in duc time presented reports which
were disposed of by the Assembly.
: STUDENTS TO BE LICENSED. :

On applications duly made, the Assembly granted leave to the Presbytery
of Tofonto, to take on trials for license the following students: Messrs. T.
Ritchie, J. Breckenridge, John Gray, H. J. McDiarmid, P. Wright, J.
Baikie, W. A. McKay, and George Burnfield; and to the Presbytery of
Montreal, to take on trial for license, Mr. A. Thomson, Catechist.

APPLICATIONS FROM MINISTERS FOR ADMISSION, .

Applicdtions from Presbyteries on behalf of various ministers, seek--
ingadmission into the Chureh, were before the Assembly and were referred
to a committee. At a subsequent diet the Committee reported, and in ac~
cordance with the report, leave was granted to Presbyteries for the receps
tion of the following ministers, viz.: Mr. D. Coussirat, MLA., B.D.; M.
James Stewart, formerly minister of this Church, and more recently of the
Free Church of Scotland; Mr. W. Hancock and Mr. W. D. Ballantyne,
from the Presbyterian Church of the United States ; Mr. J. B. Watt, of the
Pregbyterian Church of the Lower Provinces ; Mr. T. Goldsmith, formerly
of the Methedist New Connection Church ; Mr. George Haigh, formerly
of the Primitive Methodist Chuxrch ; Mr. S. Fenton, formerly of tlie Con-
gregational Church. The papers of Dr. Freeland, applying for admission
through the Presbytery of Ottawa, were withdrawn., An application in
behalf of Mr. R. Kennedy was not granted.

SABBATH SCHOOL REPORT.

The Report on Sabbath Schools was called for in the afterncon of
‘Wednesday, 8th. It was given in and read by Mr. Cochrane, Convener
of the Committee. There was read also an overture from the Synod of
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Toronto, and o memorial from Mr. W. N. Hossie, of qu.un})ton, on the
same subject. The Report was received, and the thanks of the Assembly
were given to the Convener for his diligence, and for the admirable report
which hie had submitted. The Report, with all other documents on the sub-
ject, were referred to a small committee to prepare a deliverance. Before
the rising of the Assembly the Committee reported. The following
motions were adopted : 1. That the Sabbath School Conunittee’s Report
Dbe printed in the appendix to the minutes of the Assembly. 2. That the
preaching of occasional sermons to the young be strongly recommended.
3. That ministers and Kirk Sessions, in all their dealings with the young,
keep prominently in view that the children of professing‘i)elievers are mem-
bers of the visible church. ‘
HOME MISSION REPORT.

On the evening of Wednesday, 8th, the Assembly called for the Report
of the Home Mission Committee, which was given in and read by Mr. John
Laing, Convener of the Committee. From the Report it appeared that,
vonnected with the Committee, or otherwise cultivated in connection with
the Chureh, there are, mission fields, 90; preaching stations, 165; families,
2791; communicants, 2657. Inconnection with the operations of the com-
mittee there are also supplemented congregations 64, with 82 churches,
3,378 families, 4500 communicants. Making allowance for stations whose
statistics are not given, it may be safely stated that in connection with the
Home Mission work of the Church, more than 20,000 souls on an average
hear the Gospel, while more than 6000 families receive pastoral oversight.
These stations and congregations received from the Home Mission fund
about $9,586, while they contributed, bésides the board of missionaries,
$27,828. During the year there has been an increase of 13 mission fields,
The balance for the operation of the year recently entered upon, with the
amount received during the month of May, may be stated "as $1,199.01.

The Report was received, the thanks of the Assembly given to the
Committee, and especially to the Convener, and the recommendations in the

- Report referred to a Committee, to report at a future sederunt. This Com-
mittee presented their report on Monday, 13th. The Report was consid-r-
ed, and a deliverance embracing the following resolutions was adopted :—

1. That the students be reriuested to repoxt to the Home Mission Com-
mittee the operations of their Missionary Society—the several localities in
which they carry on missionary work, that the information they furnish
may be incorporated in the Annual 'Regort of the Assembly.

2. That the Assembly instruct Presbyteries piomptly and faithfully to
deal with congregations and mission stations that have not sent in their
contributions by the close of each year. )

3. That Presbyteries be enjoined to make (uarterly returns of all the
vacancies within their hounds that are ready to eall, so that each may re-
ceive its fair proportion of supply from the list of Probationers, and to take
all means to secure remuneration from vacant congregations, in proportion
to their ability, to those who occasionally minister among them.

4. That the liberality of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland in the
grant of £100 stg., during the past year, be gratefully and cordially
acknowledged. N

5. That the Assembly renew the recommendation of the General Synod
last year, that Presbyteries take action to have missionary organizations, or
what may be regarded as equivalent thereto, at once instituted in all the
congregations within their bounds in which they do not exist.
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6. That the Assembly adopt such measuves, as in their wisdom they
may judge best, for having o full statement made to all the congregations
of the Church; whether settled or vacant, of the extent of our Home Mis-
sion field, the degree in which it is calling forth the interest of our people,
and the necessity of increased liberality, that its increasing demands may
be met. N » '

7. That Manitoba be transferred to the oversight and management of
the Home Mission Committee, but that British Columbia be continued, for
the present, under the supervision of the Foreign Mission Comnittee.

Another recommendation contained in the Report of the Committee
was discussed at some length, and was ultimately laid on the table. It was
in the following terms: “Your Committee ave ;x)ers\mded that the appoint-
ment of a missionary agent and seeretary would be conducive to the in-
crensed prosperity of the Church, and that the period has come when such
an appointment should engage the careful consideration, if not the decisive
action, of the Assembly.”

BUXTON MISSION.

The Report of the Committee on the Buxton Mission was given in and
read by Mr. J. Scott, Convener. ¥rom the Report, it appeared that the
new church had been erected at Buxton, at & total cost of $2,789,92, and that
there now remained for an endowment for the mission the sum of $3,397.92,
that the Comnmittee had paid Mr. King $452 as arrears of salary, and $200 as
a portion of his salary for Jast year, inall, $652. The Report reconmended
that the amount in hand should be invested, the interest to go towards the
support of the mission, and that the mission itself be now placed on the
list of aid-receiving congregations, to be supplemented to the extent which
may be thought necessary. .

The report was received and its srecommendations were adopted, and
the thanks of the Assembly tendered to the Committee, and especially to
the Convener. .

At the request of the Assembly, Mr. King addresséd the house on the
listory, progress and results of the mission at Buxton. The follgwing
motion was unanimously adopted: The Assembly having heard Mr. King -
make & full statement regarding the past history and present position of
the mission, resolve to record their high appreciation of the devoted, self-
den,ing and exmest labours of Mr. King in connection with the Buxton
mission, extending over a period of more than 20 years, their gratification
with the results of hi . lahours so far as now apparent, and their hope that still
further and more alundant fruits will appear in tine to come, and their
satistaction with the present position of tﬂe mission, and the discharge of
all obligations, both on account of the property and the salary of Mr. Iging.

FOREIGN MISSION.

The-Report of the Foreign Mission Committee was called for, and was
given in on the evening of Wednesday, Sth, and read by Mr. McLaren,
Convener. There was read also an overture from the Synod of London,
praying the Assembly, in view of the change in the North-West, and
several special eirctumstances in connection with the Indians in that terri-
tory, to send a much larger mission to the aborigines of the North-West.

- The Report of the Foreign Mission Committee was received, and it was
agreed to refer the whole sxﬁ)ject to a committee to prepare a deliverance,
to be submitted at an early sederunt.

The Report expressed the regret that <o little had heen done in the
work of missionary effort among the heathen. It referred to the fact that
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a very large proportion of the work in the charge of the Committce was
more dircctly of the nature of Home Mission work. It stated that Mr.
Jamieson had tendered his resignation to the Committee, but had agreed to
remain for a time still in British Columbia, where it was considered as
essential to the progperity of the work that two missionaries should con-
tinue to labour 1n that field,

With reference to Red River, it was stated that Mr. John MeNabb had
been sent out as an additional labourer, and that Mr. Whimster had also
been sent out with the view of taking charge of a seminary, for whose sup-
port the people at Red River ]])romiscd to give $100, the Church here to
give $200 additional. My, Whimster has Deen in charge of the seminary
since Jast fall, the number of scholars being now about 90. The bigher
branches of English are taught, together with classics.

In the Suskatchewan Mission Mr, Nisbet and his agsistants have been
prosecuting the work begun. Although the results may not be regarded
as very great, the labour bestowed hasnot been in vain, ~Six adult Indians
have been baptized, and thirty-six children; five Indians have been
admitted to the table of the Lord, while several others formerly connected
with the Church of England are on Mr, Nisbet’s communion roll, which
now contains 23 names, 8 being Indians, 10 partly Indian, and 5 Scotch.
Mr. Nisbet pleads earnestly for a sccond missionary.

The receipts from all sources for the year were $6513.17, and the ex-
penditure, including British Columbia, Red River and the Saskatchewan,
with all iucidental expenses, amounted to $8097.70, being a balance against
the fund of $1,684.53.

The Committee to whom was referred the Report of the Committee,
reported on Tuesday, 14th. The Assembly, after full discussion, adopted
the following recommendations :— e

1. That the Foreign Mission Report generally be adopted, and the
thanks of the Assembly tendered to the Committee, and especially to the
Convener. .

2. That a Preshytery be established at Red River, to be called the Pres-
bytery of Manitoba, and that a committee be appointed to prepare an Act
to carry out this resclution.

3. ‘That the Assembly record its satisfaction with the establishment of
the school at Red River, and with the progress made in educational matters,
and remit to the Presbytery of Manitoba, about to be established, to con-
sider the propricty of taking additional steps to promote higher education,
and, in connection with this subject, to put themselves in correspondence
with the Home Mission Committee, who shall have power to take such
action, in the meantime, as they may see fit, and report to next Assembly.

4. That it be remitted to Presbyteries to send down to sessions to con-
sider (1) by what means the missionary reverue of the Church may be
best increased, so that the Chureh may bein a position to engage more
exclusively in the work of Foreign Missions; and (2) to consider what field,
or fields, should Dbe first entered on, in connection with this work, and to
report to next Assembly.

5. That it Le remitted to the Foreign Mission Committee to consider
the subject of making additional eftorts for the evangelization of the Red
Indians, with instructions to report to next Assembly.

6. That the Convener of the Committee on Foreign Missions be requested,
at his convenience, tu address the students in the Theological College, on
the subject of Foreign Missions.



THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN CHUROCH. 263

KANKAKEE MISSION.

The Report on the Kankakee Mission was called for and read on the
afternoon of Friday, 10th. There was read an overture from the Synod
of Hamilton, and a petition from the Presbytery of Montresl, setting forth
the expediency and propriety of transferring the Kankakee Mission to the
oversight and management of the Presbyterian.Church in the United
States. There was also read a tPetition from the Presbytery of Montreal
applying for a sufficient grant of money from the Home Mission Fund, or
any other source they may think proper, to carry on the work of evangelizing
French Roman Catholics. The Report of the Committee set forti what
had been done in connection with the mission during the past year. The
Report was received, and thanks tendered to thexCommittee, and especially
the Convener, for their diligence and painstaking. Mr. Chiniquy, whe
was present, was heard by the Assembly. It was agreed to refer all the
documents to a select committee for careful consideration, with the view of
reporting a deliverance to the Assembly at an early sederunt.

The Committee appointed in the case reported at o’subsequent sederunt,
and the Assembly agreed to the following resolutions :—

1. That the mission at St. Anne’s, ?{nmkakee, be transferred to the
Presbyterian Church of the United States with as little delay as possible,
if this can be accomplished on terms satisfactory to all parties concerned ;
and that 4 Committee be appointed to effect said transfer, and meanwhile
to attend to the interests of the mission generally; the Committee to con-
sist of Dr. Jennings, Convener, Dr. Topg‘, Messrs, Inglis, T. McPherson,
Proudfoot, Thompson, Milligan, Mitchell, Chiniquy, Drummond, ministers;
with Messrs. A. Smith, A. Bartlett, H. Young, and Hon. A, Vidal, elders.

2. That in the event of such transfer being effected, the Presbytery of
Montreal be authorized to employ Mr. Chini%uy among the French Roman
Catholic population in the Province of Quebec, as they may see fit, and
that the salary of Mr. Chiniquy, to the amount of $1000, he a charge upon
the collections for the Kankakee Mission; and that, at the date of the
transfer, the Preshytery of Montreal be authorized to place Mr. Chiniquy’s
name upon its roll. -

3. That a collection be taken, as heretofore, to defray expenses, until
the mission has heen transferred.

4. That a special committee be appointed to conduet mission work by
students or others among French Roman Catholics in the Provinces of
Quebec and Ontario, und to correspond as may be necessary with the
French Canadian Missionary Society, and that a collection be taken
throughout the Church to defray expenses of training French and English
speaking students at thie Presbyterian®ollege, Montreal ; the balance, if any,
after such expenses have been paid, to be given to the French Canadian
Mission ; this Committee to consist of Dr. Burns, Convener ; Drs, Taylor,
MeVicar, Irvine, Messrs, Gibson, Young, Watson, D, Patterson, A. Wilson,
W. McLaren, W. B. Clarke, W. Moore, ministers; with Messes. J. Sterling,
J. Court and A. Rose, elders.

DELEGATES FROM CHURCHES IN THE MOTHER COUNTRY AND THE
UNITED STATES.

As has been already mentioned, the first Assembly was signalized by
the large nurgber of delegates from other Churches who were present, and
whose addresses delighted, and, we believe, edified all who listened to -
them. On the evening of Thursday, 9th, the Rev. D. Tully, delegate from
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the Presbyterian Church in the United States, addressed the Assembly,
and after Yxim the Rev. Mr. Arnut and the Rev. Dr. Blaikie, deputies from
the Free Church of Scotland. The following Lrief report of their addresses,
we condense from the Globe. Mr. Tully referred to the circumstance of
his early connection with Canada, where he had been acquainted with not
a few of the ministers 5till in the Church, He dwelt npon the fact, that
the Presbyterian Church in the United States and the Canada Presbyterian
Church were both descended from the same grand old mother, He stated
that the Church which he represented had grown to be the largest vf the
descendants of the mother Church. They numbered now in the united—
or rather the re-united Chureh, as they loved to call themselves—4,240
ordained ininisters. (Applause.) They had 2,600 organized churches,
and numbers of academies of a very high order, colleges and theological
seminaries not a few, The Presbyterian Church in the United States
had seven schemes of benevolence, and had raised the year before last
hatween $300,000 to $400,000 for Foreign Missions, and the same sum
for Home Missions, a like sum for the Board of Education, and a cor-
respondingly large sum for the Board of Church Erection. There was
also a fund for disabled and aged ministers—a fund which was swelling
from year to year. They had also a district organization, since the war,
for the pnr{)ose of carrying the Gospel amongst the freedmen. The
Indians and Chinese belonged to their foreign missions, and they had
missions at Brazil, the south sest coast of Africa—all over India. "In con-
clusion, Mr. Tully said it was with feelings of the greatest pleasure that he
bore to the Assembly the salutations and Christian greetings of the Church
on the other side.

Dr. Blaikie, who afterwards addressed the Assembly, referred to the
first “ General Assembly” which was held in Edinburgh on the 20th Dec.,
1560, and to the progress of Presbyterianism since, and to the General
Assemblies now held notonly in Scotland but in the United States of Amer-
ica, in Canada and in Australin, He said: “ It seemed as if the star of
Presbyterianisin were in the ascendant, if members of the Church had the
ability to see their portion, and the grace to do their duty. John Knox
was 2 man who had lain for 2 long fime under obloquy, but had at last
received historical justice, and Carlyle had shown to the world that he was
one of the greatest heroes of modern times. And Froude declares that
John Knox was not only the reformer of his Church, but the founder of
his nation—who gave worth to the Scottish people, and gave them that
spirit of self-reliance, and energy, and perseverance, which they manifested
in every country as well as at home. {(Applause.) He might refer to
another instance of historical jnstice to Presbyterianism. If he spoke of
the Free Church, he hoped he would not be accused of egotism, for he
represented that Church. He remembered when its members were de-
nounced as non-intrusion rebels. He detailed at some length the trials
of the Free Church at the time of the separation. Lord Aberdeen, one of
its greatest enemies, changed his opinion, and told John Bright that it had*
become one of the most powerful agents in the spread of the Gospel. He
(Dr. Blaikie) believed that the success of the Free Church and the manner
in which their Ministers were supported, iad no small effect in bringing
about the disestablishment of the Irish Church. He hoped this first meet-
ing of this Assembly would be looked back to by those who were to come
after them, many generations hence, as those he now addressed locked
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back upon the meeting, somewhat similar to this, in Magdalen Chavel, in %
1560, He concluded by hoping that this was but the commencement of a
series of hallowed meetings, full of pure love and blessed fellowship.

The Rev. W, Arnot, of Edinburgh, afterwards addressed the Assembly.
In introducing his remarks he said that the remarks of the Rev. Mr.
Blaikieas to the influence of XKnox would lead one almost to change the
words in the ballad about John Brown, and say “John Knox’s body is
mouldering in the grave, but his soul is marching on.” '

Mr. Arnot made sor.e happy remarks on the present position of affairs
in Canada, and the relation of the Dominion to the Mother comntry,
and to the United States. Mr. Arnot then said, that, having made his little
political speech, he would return to the subject of Presbyterianism, with
which he was more familiar. He referred to themeans of Church Govern~
ment and supporting the Church. He did not helieve in seeking State aid
to support the Church of Christ. He believed in appealing to the hearts
of Christians instead. It was with great delight he spoke of the success of
this system in the Church which he represented. The Church of England,
though it possessed many earnest and zeglous members, stood in danger of
dissolution, not from foes without, but from dangers within, The Church
of Rome had made more converts from it, of late years, than from all other
Protestant Churches combined. Instead of turning tothe laity for supmm,
she turned within, and found none., He spoke of the necessity of making
the preaching of the Word interesting to all. Presbyterianism might be a
very good thing, and Presbyterians might be staunch and true enough to
their Church, but they would nevertheless slip into the Church where
they heard the most eloguent preaching. He would conclude by saying °
that this Assembly had ‘a great responsibility upon it. To whom much
was given, from them much would bhe required. If he were younger, he
would like to emigrate to this country, and help to build up a Church in-a
nation which was destined to outgrow its parent State.

On motion of Rev, Dr. Topp, o cordial vote of thanks was proposed to
the delegates, and to the Churches represented by them. The motion was
seconded by Prof. Caven, and was carried by acclamation. The Moderator,
in very appropriate terms, conveyed to the delegates the sentiments already
expressed as the mind of the Assembly.

On the following cvening, Friday, 10th, the Assemnbly received the
delegates from the Presbyterian Chureh of Ireland, Rev. Dr. Watts and T.
Sinelair, Esq., and from the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland, Rev.,
Dr. McLeod and Rev. Dr. Edmond.

Dr. Watts spoke of his kind reception in Hamilton and other Canadiar
cities. He referred to the state of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, and
to the progress of union among the various branches of the Presbyterian
Church. The Preshyt