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TREATMENT OF CONSUMPTION
BY RESIDENCE AT HIGH
ALTITUDES.

BY JOHN LOWE,

Visiting Surgoon, Workington Infirmary.

The discussion of the above subject at
the Royal Medical and Chirurgical So-
ciety, as published in The Lancet of May
12th, is worthy of attention. The differ-
ence of opinion on the part of eminent
physicians is noteworty. The material
which guided Dr. Williame to important

conclusions can hardly be considered in-

adequate for the purpose ; nor is the mere
expression of belief in the equal value of
treatment at lower levels or at home suf-
ficient to invalidate his position. It may
be pardonable to ridicule a sojourn among
the Alps as the best treatment for phthisis
when one has not Jived there. But is it
wise? The climate does appear paradoxi-
cal to people in England, and I conclude
from the remarks of Drs. Pollock and
Quain that they have not adequate per-
sonal experience of an Alpine climate,
especially in winter. I have lived there

during the four seasons of the year, so

there can be no fu gquoque. A foreign
physician has recently written a book to
show the absurdity of sending phthisical
cases to Davos. He declares very fravkly
that he has never sent any cases there
himself, and that he has not visited the
Alpine resorts. ‘He argues from what he
calls “natural laws,” and the results
which he has, obtained . in the south. of
France | . Is there not too much of . this
clap-trap in our books and at our great
societien? Life is:not dialectics. - If pre-

judice or Philistinism is to displace evi-
denca in determining the treatment of
disesse, I do not see how therapeutics can
progiess. But as there is no permanently
wise man, perhaps Drs. Pollock and Quain
may recousider their “most frmly” ex-
pressed beliefs. ’

I had an attack of pathisis in the apex
of the left lung last summer. The lesion
was well marked early in August, out I
felt utterly unfit for work during many
previous weeks. I proceeded to Davoson
the advice of Dr. Clifford Allbutt and Dr.
C. T. Williams, about the middle of Au-
gust—that is, as soon as a pulmonary
hemorrhage permitted me. A very few
days at Davos suficed to drive away. in.
tolerable lethargy, and to restore appstite
end sleep. I gained a pound in weight
each week during the first three months,
and kept it. At the end of eleven weeks
I walked sixteen miles over a stiff pass in
four hours and twenty minutes. After
this I did a good deal of climbing, and in-
dulged in exercise that was accounted
viclent. On January lst I went to
Wiesen, and remained there in medical
charge until May, when I returned to
England feeling better than I had done
for a couple of years before. All the signs
and symptoms of phthisis are now absent,
with the exception of the inevitable
supra clavicular dulness.

There can be no doubt in my case of
the tubercular nature of the disease. .
Bacilli were present in abundance. Two
of my sisters died of phthisis a few years
ago, and there is a family history of the
disease as complete as could be wished.
It began in my case precisely as it did in
wy sisters, and in them the average dura-
tion of illness wai under two years. They
were treated, by the advice of a very
eminent physician, in the manner advo-
cated by Drs. Pollock and Quair; and,
notwithstauding everything thot cquld
contribute to success in this climate, “the
disease’ never showed any evidence of
arrest-in either case. : o

‘When I felt what I suspected tobe the
earliest subjective symptoms of phthisis,
I gave the English health resorts a trial
for - a few weeks, During this time I

_steadily lost weight aund strength, until at

last I had no inclination to move about at’
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-all.  The Alpine heights changed all this
in a few days, and at present I can put
the weight, throw the hamwer, or walk
thirty miles with any man I know, not
excepting his age or size. As there could
‘be no questiun about the activity of
phthisis in wy lung last year, I believe
there can belittle doubt of its arrest now,

1 kad the opportunity of watching cases
in Switzerland in every stage of the dis-
ease. I have had the same advantage in
England to a greater degree. I neve: felt
)ustlﬁed in giving a favorable progr.osis in
cases of phthisis sent, to health resorts at
home. Whatever may be said a- socie-
ties, or written in books, the grim fact re-
mains that, when the practitioner dis-
covers phthisis, heis conscious of his utter
inability to cope withit in this climate.
I kuow u great many able men in large
practice, and this is how they feel in the
matter. There may be others, I admit,
who really believe in the eﬂ:cacy of
respirating end general tinkering; but I
do not know them. The Euglish health
resorts are the forlorn hope of phthisis,
and so-called respiratory therapeutics—so
far as they concern tubercular phthisis—
constitute one method of advertising, I
am aware of wonderful cases that are
cited in even standard Looks to prove
startling things, but I prefer to trust the
evidence before my own eyes, and to do
so I miust reject authority in opinion. 1
believe it is wise to send an advanced
case'of phthisis to one of the English re-
sorts, if only for the cowfort thus afforded;
Lut I hold it to be a cruel proceeding to
do so in the early stage of the disease, and
when litttle lung tissue is involved.

Many advanced cases of phthisis are to
be seen at Davos which should not ve
sent there. They injure the good repute
of .the place and benefit nobody. If
phthisis were diagnosed early, when there
is glight consolidation, and Davos resorted
to at once, there should then be no room
for conteation. Anyone can diagnose
phthisis when there is a large cavity, etc.,
but it is useless to discover the disease
then. A prectitioner in search of useful
knowledge ought to go to Davos in winter,
where he will find a lamentable testimony
of our ignorance. - He will be wearied by
people describing how they were under

their doctor at home many months before
he discovered that th»y were suffering
from phthisis, asd then only when his
attention was arrested by a hemorrhage,
or something pmmment enough to make
the case clear to an old woman. Cases
with a large cavity in either lung' are
common enongh at Davos. 1 have often
wondered why medical men send these
cases there to die. Xt is excussble to say
that we cannot cure phthsis; but I am
not sure.that it is equally so to have to
admit our inability to .recognize the
disease before a huge excavation exists in
the lung. There has teen a great deal of
bacilli-hunting in our schools, and volumes
of nonsense written about the pathology
aud cure of phthisis in recent years. Is
it not as necessary to Le able to tell when
a patient has phthisis? We are all ac-
quainted with the elaborate and learned
controversy as to the pathology of the
small pox vesicle, but all the eminent con-
tenders have not equalled ™ Jerner in
controlling the ravages of small-pox, It
is not necessary to be alwuys dodging
bacilli with a microscope in order to S8y
when phthsis exists Our own senses and
a stethoscope are nurely adequate, and
especially for the general practitioner,
who sees the disease in its early stage,
and has in consequetice the most valuable
opportunitics for becoming expert in

diagnosis. This field of study is evidently
neglected, and post-graduate lectures
point to a time when the geaeral

practitioner will have to submit to a
State examination from time to time fu
order to show his competence to practise.
Dr. G. H. Sutton pertinently writes:
« Phthisis is said to be due to a baclllus,
but of what useis that view in curing
phthisis? Do not be contented tolov:
knowledge for the sake of knowledge, bu*
for what you can do withit. The “view
is inadequate to cure phthisis, and on thi
sncount we must look on phthisis as mad-
up of many physiological disturbancer
and it can only Le cured by bringing thes-
disordered  physiological = chaiges int
order again ; and here hope in the cure ¢
phthisis can be entertained.” This is, 3
least, common sense, and will confor
with experience at Davos. “The cor
stitutionnl state,” says Dr. Quain, “is th
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most important factor in bringing about
recovery.” Precisely,and in an Alpine
resort will be found every element that
such state requires for its perfection.
The climate there is the antithesis of that
at home, and herein consists its efficacy.
The peculiarities of each are known to
men who read medical literature, and I
do uot propose to touch on that topic
now. ‘1 would only remark that the Al-
pine climate invigorates the consumptive,
and our climate depresses him. Abroad
he can increase his weight through
muscular development Ly exercise; at
home he may put on some adipose tissue
at the expense of his inuscular system.
Is it necessary to ask which is the .nore
likely to be lasting? To benefit by exer-
cise in the open air one must enjoy the
exercise. Among the Alps the consump-
tive is never weary of exercise, but at
home he loathes it.

Our great physicians are at last ‘con-
vinced that pure air is useful as a pre-
ventative and as a remedy, but it is now
half a century since Dr. Henry McCor-
mack urged with great earnestness the
utility of pure air, and plenty of it. His
advice was treated long enough with lofty
sneers and contemptuous ridicule. Dr.
Boddington pleaded in 1840 for what Dr.
Williams is ably pleading now. It is
worthy of reflection that we have rot ad-
vanced one step in the treatment of
phthisis for nearly balf a. century. 1tts
rational treatment it still opposed by men
deservedly ewinenv, but the educated
public outside the professional circle have

been to Davos in Jarge numbers. They -

bave benetited themselves by the change.
Their friends at home have been apt in
contrasting them on their return with
other relatives who came back from Hast-
ings, Bournemouth, ete., crippled and
dying. We may go on to argue ; the
public will act. They are acting row.
MeCormack and Boddirgton lived to pur-
pose; -they gave a verdict.—— London
Lancet. .

—— e
Saror Toorurowper—Selol 3, pow"
dered sepia 6 ; prepared chalk. 24 ; mag
nesium carbonate 16 ;. powdered sugar 6
parts.—Dental Reg, - o

THE SULPHUR SPRINGS ' OF
GREAT BRITAIN AND THEIR
THERAPEUTIC ACTION.

BY WM. SQUIRE, M.D., F.R.C.P.,
Physicianto the St. George, Hanover-Square, Dispen-
sary.

At this season of the year, when holi-
day plans are made with & view both to
health and pleasure, it may be well to con-
sider the advantages offered by our own
wineral springs, and to compare them
with those of various continental spas.
Visits to ditlerent health resorte often
prove beneficial by mere chanje of air, of
scene, of society, amusements, or occupa-
tion ; most so by suitability of the climate’
sclected, and in some degree by the
directly wedicinal properties of their
wineral waters. . To these last qualities
attention is now directed, and chiefly to
the efficacy and mode of action of the
sulphurous waters. Many of our more
noted health resorts are serviceable to the
residents and visitors more by their oli-
mate, elevation of site, freshness of air,
and by the purity of the waler than by
any mineral impregnation of it. Malvern
is & capital instance in all these points.
They are to be found on the chalk hills
around London, at Chagford in Devon,
Hinckley in Leicestershire, Otley or Ilk-
ley in Yorkshire, and many other. places
in the north of England, in Scotland, snd

.in Wales. The above qualities add to

the efficacy of the small amouat of iren -
found at Tunbridge Wells, or at San
Moritz ; with other excitants they aid the
somewhat stronger chalybeate at Spa.
The action of the equally potent alkaline
waters of Vichy and of Vals is. modified
by the mild climate (hot in summer) ‘of
Vichy, and the more_bracing effect of the
higher site of Vals. "TLeslightly mineral-
ized waters of Contrexeville and of Bux-
ton owe wuch of their eflicacy to the ele-
vated position in which they are used,
both places. being at a similar height
above the sea-level.  Thermal bath in the
summer, when too relaxing in sheltered or
low-lying situations, can still be enjoyed
at Plombieres, 1310 feet. above the level
of the sea. ... . e
Impaired health is not" limited to ‘one

.season of the year, and though our means
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of restoration are restricted, yet suitable
places for rest and treatment are always
to be found. In winter daysthe more
delicate patients return to the home fire-
side or seek sunshine on southern coasts;
some less invalided sufferers can still
benefit by the pore cold air of the more
elevated or northerly stations, or join in
the out-door exercises and amusements of
Leamington or Cheltenham. The claims
of our own country in these advantages
are too often neglected; the health re-
sorts around us are remarkably varied,
the benefits they offer are available at all
seasons, and to all ; toreach them no dis-

tant separation from friends and home is -

involved, the fatigues of a long journey
and the discomforts of crossing the ses are
avoided. Our own mineral springs are as
rich in medicinal properties and as varied
as those visited abroad. The bromo-
iodides of the Woodhall Spa exceed the
proportion yielded by the Kreuznach
water. The thermal springs of Bath and
the highly mineralized waters of Harro-
gate surpass those of Aix-la-Chapelle and
Aix-les-Bains in the qualities for which
they are famed. In sulphurous property
the stronger Harrogate water exceeds the
springs of Germany or Savoy ; this is it-
self surpassed by that of Strathpeffer in
Ross-shire ; and this again by-the Dins-
dale sulphur spring. ’

For pure sulphur medication this source
‘of Dinsdale-on-Tees is unequalled by any

sulphurous water source short of the Alps-

or Pyrenecs. Thermal sulphur waters, if
“useful in aiding some sp.cial - remedial
effects for which they are sought, inter-
fere with other desired objects of treat-
ment, partly by unduly exciting the cir-
culation and increasing the action of the
skin. On the other hand, any excess of
saline ingredients iu combination with
sulphur may act unduly either as aperi-
ents or divretics. At Schi h in

equal to 21 gr. of sulphur. The Harro-
gate water has 1-4 c in. of sulphuretied
gases with some carburets, and 137 gr.
of salts, chiefly chlerides, in the pint of
20 oz. ; numerons other springs are nesr,
of which that with proto-chloride of irea
is remarkable. At Strothpefier are two -
sulphur springs ; the upper contains 18 gr.
in 29 oz., chiefly sulphates of soda and
lime, with 3} c.in. of sulphuretted hydro-
gen; the lower containg 134 gr. of the
sawe salts, of which 11 gr. are sulphates,
with 2} ar. of common salt; the sulphu-
retted hydrogen is oniy 1-7 c. in. to the
pint of 20 oz. There is also a strong
effervescing chalybeate spring in the
neighborhood.

Dinsdale is not without its chalybeate
water at no great distance, less than a
mile, from the sulphur spring ; moreover,
beyound this is arother mildly sulphurous
water, and also a mineral spring with

_operient and diuretic properties ; this is
“likely to prove of comsiderable utility,

both for its special purposes and as an ad-
Jjunct to the use of the sulphur water and
baths. The composition of this new
spring, as analysed by A. W. Stokes, F.
O.8, K.1.C, is in grains per gallon: sul-
phate cf soda, 329 ; sulphate of magnesia,
3768 ; sulphate of lime, 93-0; carbonate
of lime, 387 ; chloride of sodium, 90;
silica, ‘56 ; oxides of iron aud alumina,
*42. The water, therefore, contains 291-6
gr. per gallon of solid matters. On fur-
ther analysis as to its freedom from sur-
face infiltration (the spring has recently
been re-opened) th@organic matters yield
nitrogen (present as nitrates), 0-28 ; ni-
trites, none ; ammonia, 00014 ; - albu-
minoid ammonia, 00098; oxygen in
fifteen minutes to oxidise the organic
matter was 0-019 zr., or in three hours,
0-028. "This, he adds, is a sample of an
undonbted . and valuable mineral water

Switzerland, is a thermal sulphur water
with 22 gr. of the sulphates of soda and
of lime, 2 gr. of carbontes, 13 gr. of chlo-
rides, snd 3'5 c.in. of svlphuretted hydro-
gen to the litre or wine-quart. The Dins-
dale spring has, in the same bulk of water,
25 gr. of sulphates, 2 gr. of carbonate, 5 gr.
of chloride of sodium, 2 c. in. of CO,, and
8:32 c.in. ‘of sulphuretted - hydrogen,

wentizely free from pollution.

ent These
springs are in a sheltered part of the val-
ley of the Tees. The hotel and baths are
near the rocky bed of the' river, looking
to the south ; the new spring is on higher

ound, but still sheltered from the north.
(g;iiﬂ's of the lower permian sandstone form
picturesque additions to some part of the
banks-of the rapid stream. A line of
fault is tvaced in the sandstone and adja-’
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cent millstone grit, so that geologically it
closely resembles Harrogate; both are
situsted on the margins of the millstone
grit, tha one being on the porthern edge
of the Yorkshire coal basin, the other at
the southern edge of- the Durham coal-
fields ; they are thirty wiles apart. Gills-
land in Cumberland, on the northwestern
extremity of the same stretch of raised
gritsone, has also sulphur and chalybeate
springs. The station of Dinsdale is the
next south of Darlington on the Great
Northern and Northeastern Railways.
Modern medicine has done much to con-
firm and explain the confidence expressed
by a long series of sufferers in the reme-
dial effects of the natural sulphur waters.
Benefit results from their use in certain
stages of con , in most vh
accidents, in some constitutional disorders,
in many local troubles and diseases,
of the skin and glardular system, in vari-
ous nervous affections, and in the numer-
ous chronic disturbances of vutrition that
interfere so mach with health and com-
fort. Sulphur medicinally acts in three
ways, whether used generally or locally ;
first, as & stimulant or excitant ; second,
as an alterative or sedative ; third, as a
germicide or antiseptic. The first of these
effects is seen with crude sulph.r when
used internally as an aperient, or exter-
nally in the oint t as a rubefacient ;
neither of these actions result from the
use of sulphurous waters, nor are they
such a3 are desired by the visitors to sul-
phur baths, The alterative effects, under
the second head, are chiefly sought ; these
vary from slight excitment to a notable
soothing iufluence on the vessels and

tic

nerves, hence the relief of irritability of

the surface of the body produced by the
mild sulphur baths in certain skin dis-
eases. Sulphur sprinkled on flannel for
sciat.ica, and worn closely to the linb, may
act in this way ; so also the sulphide of
carbon vapor as applied, for the relief of
tic or migraine, by = late Harrogate phy-:
siclan. Sulphur given with aperiénts has
little general. effect; continued swail
doses of the confection ‘may ‘have some
action of this kind, but none: is- noticed

- the eliminati

secretions ; in the alkaline media of the
intestines sulphurets are formed and sab-
sorption commences. When - first =2b-
sorbed it is arrasted in the liver,
and finally expelled afier more than
one round in the bhepatic circula-
tion anud the formation of some
sulpburetted hydrogen while in contact
with carbonic acid in the venous blood.
Small doser excite less the activity of the
liver, and by frequent repetitior more
readily pass through the vena cava to the
pulmonary circulation. The sulphurets
now meet with oxygen and are changed
into sulphites and hyposulphites, and thus
permeate to the other grandular organs
and the skin, and penctrate to the
muscles and fibrous tissues. In this way
-some of the special curative effects in
chronic rheumatism may be wrought.
Some of the autiseptic properties may be
concerned in the alterative effects of
sulphur, as in the use of sulphide of
calcium in checking the tendency to boils |
or the effect of the hyposulrhites in
fermentative dyspepsias. Mialhe has ob-
served thatany alkaline sulphuret brought
to the surface of the skin gives off
sulphydric vapour under the sction of its
acid secretions, but that the hyposulphites
acted on in the same way set free
surphurous acid with some deposit of sul-
phar, and, in time, possible discolouration
of the skin. The most active artifer-
wents of sulphur are thus found in the -
tissues, just as salicylic acid is always
formed when salicine is given ; and seeing
the conirolling power of this -agent in
rheumatic fever, some action of the same
kind may be due to sulphur. Or it may
act 50 as to modify the chemical metabol-
ism of waste matters in the body, and so
favour elimination.

In all acute disease, beyond the impaired
activity of excretory orgaus, there is dis-
turbed chemical evolution of the prodacts
of denutrition which delay restoration of -
heglth, These two factors are also con-
cerned in chronic and subacute diseases in
varying degrees and combinations. Thus
in gout, while renal changes often check

after the occasional use of the compound
liguorice powder, “In the.stomach sul-
phur is' niot acted on by the - acid- gastric

‘of urea, there is always

. incomplete evolution of waste matters, -

and. that imperfect combustion of the re--
sults of disassimilation thst leadsto urio
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acid being formed in place of urea. Here
the chemical change seems to precede the
spacial organic defect, chough itself deter-
mined by some altered nerve control ; this
is seen in lead poisoning, where an exactly
simnilar sequence set up by impaired in-
nervation is the first step. In such cases
the combination of saline diuretics or
aperients, to excite the activity of the
excretory functions, with the use of sul-
phur, may be advantegeous. Not so where
the weakly or debilitated are concerned,
some of whom may bene:is from the in-
flueace of sulphur under its third category,
~and most of whom require to use the
. =halybeate waters so constantly found in

“.the neighborhood of sulphur springs. .
Anzmia has always to be combated, both™

before sulphur medication comences, and
during its conrse. Dr. Blane, of Aix, has

remarked on the ready oxidation of sul

phur in the blood ; this aftinity for oxygen
creates the demand for an increased sop-

. ply- Hence the necessity and often the
desire for outdoor exercise, thereby the
activity of the red corpuscles of the blood
is increased, and they also increase in
number.

The germicide powers of sulphur are
well known ; surphur externally and sul-
phurous acid in the aqueous solution are
largely used. Now that the germ or
bacillus on which strumous and consumo-
tive disease depends has been put under
our view by Koch a much wider field is
opened for sulphur wedication. The
amelioration of many glandular uflections
in children may thus be explaired. Arrest
of the devastations of Iupus has been
noted under the use of sulphur baths and
washes long before the nature of the dis-

ease was understood; the tubercular bacil--

lus fras here lately been detected, and the
disease is regarded as a consumption of
the skin. The presence of this bacillus
in phthisis being demonstrated, it is not
surprising to find the use of sulphur at-.
tempted a3 1 means -of arresting its pro-
gress, For this purpose many precantions
are needed; in this disease it is offirst
importance to keep the digestion unim-
paired, and the stomach must not be
fatigued. All sulphur products are irre-
spirable ; . still one of its gases has been
used so as to modify some lung symptom:,
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The time has come when the gradual.
modification of the phthisical diathesis

should receive continuous trial under such

favorable hygenic conditions as are known

to be requisite in the long contest witk so

insidious a disease. The sheltered posi-

tion of Dinsdale offers advantages for such

trial; the facilities for frequent change of

air to such healthy and exhilarating

places as Redcar, Saltburn, Whitby, and

Scarborough, with temporary sojourn in

the keener climate of Harrogate, would

enable young iavalids, duricg the early

summer, autumn and winter to make Dins-

dale their head-quarters, and the scenery

of the Tees, with great Yorkshire valley

and the distart views of the Uleveland.
Hills, as seen from its northern cliffs, a

constant pleasure either to look upon or

to remember.— London Lancet.

——————
MANITOBA MEDICO-CHIRURGI-
CAL SOCIETY.

MEETING OCTOBER 2ND.

Dr. Orton in the chair. Dr. R B.
Fergusson gave a lecture on the treatment
of frost bite. He said that he was much
streck at the unsatisfactory results of the
treatment - usually puisued, and deter-
mined on a departure from it. The
lecturer contended that instead of waiting
for the line of demarcation, and then
amputating well into the sound structures,
which was the method in vogue, that the
earliest removal of all dead substance
should be made, taking care not to wound
in the slighest degree the living tissues
and to dress with -antiseptic poultices
until the cure was complete. Dr.
Fergusson gave twoillustrations in support
of his practice. Two cases came under
his care at the Winnipeg Geeneral Hospital
which he treated in thiz manner,
gouging out a cousigerable portion of
dead bone, the patients were doing well,
but his month for attendance having ex-
pired, he handed over the cases to his
suceessor.  Some time after he called at
the hospital and asked for his frozen feet .
cases, when he was informed by the then
beouse surgeon -that they were both dead,
that amputation had been deferred too,
long -and that efter its performance
septiceemia had _carried off both of them,
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The lecturer declared that the amputa-
tions were the cause of death, and bad his
treatment been continued, both limbs and
lives would have beensaved. The second
case was that of a halfbreed girl with feet
badly frozen, she was enceinte at the
time, and was under chlorcform on the
operating table to undergo double ampi-
tation when the membranes ruptur.d,
further operative proceedings were
abandored and the case was handed over
to Dr. Fergusson by the surgeor. under
whose care she then was; by pursaicg the
above treatment this girl left the hospital
in Jess than six weeks with two useful
feet. A medico-legal quescion was in-
volved in this case, and had the gir} diéd,
serious consequences might have resulted

The above sketch was shown by Dr.
Pennefather with the following history :
On Sept. 25th I was called in to see Mrs.
S., aged 43, multipara, who'w<% suffering
from' preamonia and Jaily exy- ting her
confinement, Stiuck by her peculiar
appearance, I asked to make an-examina-
tion, and fignre No. 1 in no way
exaggerates the appearance presented.
The womb of unusual size was readily
felt at the most depending part, contain-

to two parties. Since 1852 he had treated
all eases of frost hite in a similar manner
with uniform success, the average time
for the patients to remain ucder treat-
ment being from four to six weeks. An
interesting discussion followed ir which
all the Fellows present took part. Dr.
Orton related the case of ar Indian girl,
among the tribes under ki charge, who
had lost a conmiderable portion of both
feet from frost bite, on enquiry he found
that no other treatment had been pursied
than that of wrappirz up the injured
extremities in moss, 1?aving the repara-
tive process entirely to mature, he
sugzested that the application of a mix-
ture of Loracic acid and glycerive would
prove of value in thawing out recently
frozen tissues.

OUTLINE 2. )
ing a vigorous fictus. It seemed a knotty
problem how this child was to get into
the position necessary for the woman’s
delivery. But as the lung symptoms
were then the most urgent, I turned my
attention to them. I regret to say, in
the end, unsuccessfully. The same night
I was sent for, Mrs. S. being in stiong
Jabor. The os was far from the reach of
the index filger and thouzh the
recumbent ‘' position - was almost in-
tolerable to the patient the pains were
so urgently expulsive that I got her on
the bed and had the whole mass supported
by two women at right angles to the
pelvis exercising slight pressure under-
neath, when, to my* great satisfaction,
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after five or six pains, a male child was
born, the after birth which was very
small being ejected with it. The child
wag dead probably due to the detachment
of the placenta during a paroxyism of
coughing. The uterus was still of such a
sizethat I inclired to the belief itcontained
another fcetus but was assured that it
had been that size for years. - I bandaged
her when the abdomen presented the
appearance in outline % There was no
secretion of milk, the lochia was sup
pressed on the day following and pneu-
monia had extended to the left lung.
Dr. Orton saw the.patient with me on
that day and taking the svrrounding
circumstances into consideration we
entertained but faint hopes of a favorable
termination to the case, however, under
heroic doses of Drandy and stimulating
expectorants she seemed to progress
slightly, but on the afterncon of the.25th
acute cardiac pain set in, cyanosis very
marked, she died in a few hours after.
Apart from the pecu'isr condition of
parts, the case is singular from the ease
with which natural labor was completed.
There was literally no abdominal wall,
the contents being confined by skin alone,
which from the impulse of each cough
threatened to give way. 'Fhe idea that
the muscles of the abdomen play any part
in the process of partarition, I have
always doubted, when finding the
abdominal walls Jax and applying a binder
for the'few cases that L have found
benefited by the proceeding in a far
greater number it seemed to me to retard
Jabor. Asa person endeavoring to burst
open a door retires each time to gather
fresh impetus, so I believe the uterine
walls the sole expellor of its contents
requires free space to -sxpand to full
extent so a8 to gather fresh force for the
next expulsive effort. The abdominal
walls in this case consisted of skin ouly.
This womoan was a strong active person
celebrated for her rowing powers and for
the work she performed on her husband’s
farm. She seemed t> have & hazy idea
s to when this protrusion commesced, but
from what I could gather, originally a

neglected ' small umbilical hernia had

eventuated in this condition, each suc-
cessive confinement, at which she was

always sttended by women, 2nd never at
any time bandaged, contributed their
quota to its aggravation, and finally
attained the above enormous dimensions.

—————
NEW INVENTIONS FOB USE IN
DENTAL SURGERY.

The modern practice of dental surgery,
requiring as it does so extensive a use of
the dental engine, and that often in a
cramped position, is much more laborious
than formerly, when the forceps had alinost
unlimited sway, and any labour-saving ap-
pliances are welcomed. Mr. Coxeter has
invented an electric dental engine. The
whole apparatus weighs but a few ounces,
and is held in the hand when in use, like
the eleciric mallet, which it resembles in
shape. The electric current is generated
by a large primary battery, or the engine
car. be worked by means of accumulators
or a dynamo. It is spoken highly of by
some dentists who have used it, but seems
to be rather deficient in power for heavy
work. Another invention for a similar
purpose is Hastie’s water motor, which
was introduced by Mr. Walter Campbell,
of Dundee, and, as its name implies, ir
worked by hydranliz pressure. Asitis
now fitted it is almost perfect as a dental
motor, but it requires a considerable force
of ‘water, and is hardly practicable unlessy
supplied direct from the main.

. e
GRINDELIA PROPERTIES.—G. Tobusta
has the reputation of being almost a spe-

‘cific for certain forms of asthina, and ex-

ternally in rhus poisoning.  G. squarrosa
has gimilar properties, but is less known
and used.

ANEURYSM OF INNOMINATE ARTERY.—
Dr. James Dunlop ligatured the right
common carotid and subclaviar arteries
for innominate aneurysm, at the Glasgow
Royal Infirmary, on August 1st, and the
patient is so far doing well. This is the
second case of innominate aneurysm op-
erated on by Dr. Dunlop within a few
months. The first case has been almost a
perfect cure, and the patient has been seen
this week by maay m:mbers of the As-
sociation to be strong and well, and with
barely a trace-of hiv former ailment.—
British Medical Journal,
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MANITOBA, NORTHWEST AND BRITISH
COLUMBIA LANCET.

Ox October 1st, Dr. Good, Dean of the
Scheol, delivered the introductory lecture
of the session, The theatre of the college
was well filled by members of the faculty
in esse and posse, as well as numerous
visitors among whom were several iadies
who, by their presence graced the pro-
ceedings, and inangurated an advance in
this hitherto exclusively masculine gather-
ing. There is no good reason why ladies
shou'd not attend the iotroductory lec-
tures of medical as well as other schools.
The ground over whizh the speaker may
travel without trenching on points of in-
terest to the profession only is extensive,
and we congratulate the Dean on the very
cloquent and able manner in which he
handled his subject. His weil known
Lashfulness was sorely tried at the floods
of eulogy which tlowed from the lips of
the several gentlemen who were called
upon to speak — another departure, by
the way, from ancient custom which, from
its novelty, perbaps, does not impress us
much in its favor. Unlimited speechify-
ing is apt to become monotonous ; words
of praise have a great similitude, and are
ofter reiterated by successive speakers,
holding the sane friendly opinion to
the piity spoken of, and we cannot
help thiuking that if it is considered
aecessary a mover and seconder of a vote
of thauks to the orator would be a fitting
close to an eloquent address, It was with
great pleasure the announcement made hy
the Registrar of the school that the same
privileges were accorded to the students
of Mauitohu Medical College by the au-
thorities in Great Britain as are conceded
to those of McGill, Kingston znd other
co!leges of the eastern provincus, was re-
ceived. The class is fairly numerous,
excerding all previous years, and when
taking into condideration the recent estab-
lishment of the college and the infancy of
thex country. The number of young
gentlemen pursuing and commencing their
studies"‘r‘zt the Manitoba Medical College
must be regarded with great satisfaction
by all who are interested in its success,
but mare especially by those wiose ener-

gies gave it birth, ead under whose fosters-

ing care it has attained to its present
honorable position. A suggestion was
made that s public grant would be well
hestowed on this institution, with which
we cordially agree. No cheese paring
policy should be pursued towards a cor-
poration who undertakes and are success-
fully carrying out the important work of
educating the future medical practitioners
for this great Northwest, whicli, notwith-
standing early frost and Baron Mun-
chaussen stories of intense cold, will assur-
edly become intime a mighty and populous
country. Allusion was also made to the
matriculating examinations, On this
puint there are many diverse opinions. It
13 contended, and not without reason, that
the man who aspires to be a leader in his
profession necessarily takes the highest
collegiate course, but that this should not
be compulsory on him whose awmbition is
to settle in a country district and pursue
the even tenor of his way, content to seek
advice from others when at a Joss. There
is much to say in favor of this contention,
but we believe it would be to the true in-
terests of the professior that, though a
higher standard of professional knowledge
might be required from some, that all
should graduate at a university after a
full university course, which might be so
arranged asto run concurrent with pro-
fessional training. Nothing will tend
wore to place the profession of medicine
in that position which its high and noble
calling entitles it to occupy, than such a
regulation. Urder the new act the
apothecaries companies issue licenses en-
abling their licentiztes to practice a
collegiate course need not be compulsory
for those desiring such adiploma. But we
hope and believe the time is not far dis-
tant when a physician and surgeon must
have first received his arts degree before
ad:mission to either rank.
e et (e ————

‘WE read that the Oanada Medical Asso-
ciation intend to hold tl.eir meeting forthe"
session of 1889 at Banff. It is to be re-
gretted that the Association did not see
their wy to holding their first meeting in -
the Northwest in the capital of the dis-
trict, as there can be no question in a
professional puint of view, that Winnipeg,
{for numerous re 7antages”

¥ ‘ &
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for such a gathering that Bauff can have
no pretensions to, The very important,
though secoadary consideration, of seeing
places of interest, combining the pursuit
of knowledge and pleasvre, might have
been readily arranged by fixing on Win-
nipeg as the meeting place of the associa-
‘tion and making an excursion to the Pa-
cific coast from there. Loug before this
journal was established, we are informed,
the CanadaMedical Association desired to
hold their meeting in this city, but that
through the miserable jealousy of one or
two individuals, the wish was frustrated,
and if we were told aright in anything bat
a creditable manner—Winnipeg was then
in its early infancy and professional
ethics somewhat loose in the observance—
but a very difierent feeling now prevails.
We have a young but vigorous Medico-
Chirugical Association and the decision of

the Canada Medical Association o hold P
their annual mecting in the prairie capital.

would receive the warm approval and
cordial co-operation of the profession, not
only in Winnipeg, but thoughout the
Province snd N orthwest, Terrltones, there
would be no fear of any hitch occurring
to prevent a meeting which the profession
here consider an event to be much desired.
The assembling of the association at
Banff may prove of considerable benefit
to the public at large. We have had
numerous enquiries from many parts of
the world as to the suitability of Banff
for various aflections, more particularly
for phthisical cases, and have taken much
pains to find out the general climatic con-
ditions prevailing there. A flying visitor
may be sither fortunate in having excep-
tion tine weather, or correspondmo}y up-
fortunate in encountering sleet arid snow
storms daily, or mayhap a constant/ driz-
zling rair, but as our investigations are
not yet completed, we therefore hesitate
to give any decided opinion, but so far
the evidence is adverse to Banffas a res-
idence for invalids, more especially for all
chest or throat affections. To the strong
and robust—the alderman replete with
turtle soup and venison—the artist in
search of scenic effects, and last though
not least, to those who desire a hot bath
prepared -in nature’s caldron_of no very

specific mineral character, Banft offers.

every inducement to visit. It will be
very short-sighted for those iuterested in
the development of the place to assume
for it virtnes it does not possess. If
Eurcpean medical men are induced to
send patients there on fulse representation
as to the curative influence of either its
chimate or its waters and find themselves
disappointed in such resalts, such injury
will accrue to BanfT as will prove difficult
to vepair. The wild mountain scenery,
the altitude of the situavion, wI: other
other inherent attractions, are sufficient
to invite the tourist, without claiming for
the place adventitious of which it is not
possessed. Ine future issue, we hope to
give an exhaustive description of Banff,
considered in the light of a residential
place for invalids,

MEDICAL CANVASSING.

The following editorial of the leading
English Medical Jom'nal voices the presenc
feehnrv of the profession in this matter.
A small subscription qualifies for the
governorship of a hospital. But the
humiliation of educuted professional men,
whose services are the life of the institu-
tion, being compelled to seek the support
of governors when cowing forward as a
candidate for appointiment on the Medical
staff, is intolerable, and the fact of any
candidate so doing, should be a bar to his
succesz—Ep. M. N. W, L.]

“We must again enter our protest
against the system of canvassing electors
and governors for medical appointments
to hospitals and public institutions which
is still in vogue in country towns, and also,
we regret to say, in London. Some of
our readers have tried it, and know what
it means beyond a waste of time and
money, whizh can often be iil afforded.
Then, again, the governors of a hospital
are unusually unable to judge as to the
special fitness of a candidate for the vacant
post, the raeaning of medical terms and
the distinction between: those of a similar
sounq being unknown to them. Moreover,
they do not understand the duties con-
nected with the post which they propose
to fili, or the value of the appointments
wbxch having been. previopsly. .held by
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the candidates, qualify for such a post.
‘We venture to state that there are few
hospitals the governors of which
take sufficient trouble to visit even
the out-patient department and see
the work done there, or follow
a surgeon’s visit and see what it
* means for good. They attend occa-
sionalboard meetings, some of them
even with regularity; they may look
into 2 ward and speak to the sister,
a nurse, or a favourite patient; their
name is on the list of governors of
the place; they subscribe to its funds;
they fsel that they have done what
is  expected of them. A vacancy
occurs amongst- the stafl, and a friend
writes: ‘Support so-aud-so, he is & nephew
of mine; a Royal personage writes, or
one whose influence i3 great, and the vote
goes accordingly ; besides, it saves trouble.
We would not say that there gre not some
who do consider the patients as well as
themselves; but, alas, they are few. ‘Lhe
right to elect gives them anincreased sense
of importance, and they do not appreciate
their own relative igrorance of the qual-
ificatious of the cundidutes, The medical
men attached to the hospital are undoubt-
edly the best judges, and.it should be left
to them to recommend for the election,
the committee still retzining the sctual
power to elect, canvassing being forbidden.
Thie method 1 employed at most of the
large London hospifals, and works admir-

ably. The staff are'as jealous of the honor.

of the hospital as tlie most enthusiastic of
governors, and oré’ much better judges
in every way of the/merits of their future
colleague. It seemis. to us derogatory to
the diguity of the profession that members
thereof should be compelled to visit and
extol, to gentlernen not in touch with the
raedica! sciences, the numerous perfections
possessed by the visitor-—that is, if op-
portunity be given of doing so. We
must leave it to the profession to see that
the opportunities of similar eveiits occur-
ring are diminished, for its members will
have to take the first step in bringing
home the truth of the matter to the
governing bodies of the institutions where
this system of canvassing, so humi-
listing to men of high principle, is still
extant, : -

AUTOPSY OF THE LATE EMPEROR
OF GERMANY. .

The report of the autopsy on the body

"of the late Emperor of Germany has been

translated and published by the British'
Medical Journal. Tt is as follows :—
“Schloss Friedrichskron, June 16, 1888,
—1In the neck there is a stitched-up linear "
wound 6} centimetres long, with rather
dry edges, on the right side of which is
situnted a flat, pale protuberance, 2 centi-
metres high 1'5 wide, and 05 thick. In-
side the wound iz a large quantity of cot-’
ton-wool with bismuth, after the removal
of which a eavity is left measuring 5 centi-
metres in depth and almost as much in”’
length, the opening of which, after removal*

“of the stitch, gapes to the extent of about

2} centinietres. Moreover, the edges of
the wound are tolerably hard, rather 1aised, '
and moderately tense. An incision” was:
next made in the middle of the sternum
and from thence carried subcutaneously’
upward on the right by the side of the”
wound in the neck up to the incision made
over the carotid.artery on the occasion of’
the injection. ~ An incision made through ’
the nodule above mentioned revenled a
faintly reddish and, in the deeper parts,”
rather whitish, moderately compacét tissve,
from which a whitish juice escaped on
scraping. The nodule was situated in the
skie and partly in the subcutaneous tissue,
but the underlying muscles were entirely
free.

«A similar incision was next made on
the left side. Here also the muscles on’ .
the lateral parts were normal, but in the
upper parts they were very tense. Im-
mediately.in front of the laryxnx there was
a large tumor on the left side, in the deeper
parts of which a medullary-looking infil-
tration was seen. o

“On more extensive exposure of "the
thorax, considerable ossification of the first '
rib on the left side became visible, On
opening the chest, the lungs,’ which were
pale grey, filled the pleural sacs almost’
completely aad covered the beart. On
the left side could be seen several small”
prominences, beneath which could be felt -
hard nodules covered with layers of loose
connective tissue. Only at one place, near -
the anterior border, there was a fairly well-:
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defined lobular polygonal area, with dull,
rather uneven surface.  The left lung, on
being pulled out, appeared outwardly quite
healthy at its posterior, lower, and upper
-aspects; it was everywhere full of air,
down to the lowest fringes of the lower
lobe, closo above the diaphragm,

“Very slight hypostatic congestion ; the
collspsed patches in the base cont.amed
dilated bronchial tubes, partly surrounding
which were layers of extravasated blood.
Qn_section, a large number of foci were
found in the interior of the lobe, most of
which showed much hemorrhagic intltra-
tion round .about, and presented a granular
surface on section, whiie in the centre was
a large number.of smaller yellowish-white
nodules arranged in groups. In some
places the foci were of the size of a pea,
and contained material resembling pus; in
others the ‘whole mass was still solid.
Scattered throughout the upper lobe were
found similar very pale foci, in which a
large number of small yellowish nodules
were closely packed together.

, &Ia .the .foci in the anterior border,
which havo already been raentioned, very
thich Giscolored clots were found inside
the much dilated bronchial tubes, while
the neighloring parts showed thickening
of the connective tissue. On slitting up
the bronchial tubes in the lower ]ol.ve,
they were found dilated throughout, with
thickened walls, the mucous " membrane
lying in longitrdinal folds; inside were
discolored debris.

. %0n the right side precisely similar

. conditions existed. The apex was per-
fectly free ; but at the posterior and lower
part of the lung almost the same condi-
tions of co!lspee, together with pumerous
small foci, were found, and similar bron-
chiectases. In the pleural sacs there were
no further contents. In taking out the
larnyx, the incision was carried imme-
d;ately in front of the vertebral column
and just behind the wsophagus. In the
anterior mediastinim a fair amount of
fatty tissue was found; the glands were
slightly 'reddened, but otherwise un.
changed. The lamyx and esophiagus were
exposed and ligatured. On the left side
of.the neck, close to the jugular vein, was

a. lymphatic gland about as large as a
pigeon’s egg, which in its interior showed

a melullary-looking, partly yellowish spot.-
On slitting up the ccsophagus there was
found, immediately behind the cricoid
cartilage, a collection of brownish and
whitish membranes; on pushing these
aside, no trace of perforation was found.
Epiglottis large, smooth ; edge normal.

“The ary-epiglottic ligaments, especially
the left, somewhat swollen, cdematous,
but without ulceration. The space at the
back between the arytenoid cartilages
rather deep, but also free from ulceration.
Just at the base of the epiglottis oun the
left side there was a medullary nodule as
large as & cherry ; near it was a smoother
oue, and still more externally some smailer
(younger) ones. In addition to this there
was a large surface, nine centimetres in
length, covered throughout with gangren-
ous shreds. The lower edge was formed
by the trachea. From that point to the
thyroid cartilage no cartilaginous structure
was found, nor other tissue of the trachea,

“Of the thyroid cartilage itself only the
upper portions of the wings, together with
the cornua, were found. The distance of
the lower end of the tracheal wound from
the lower end of the ulcer mesasured two
centimetres and a quarter. This lower
edge was moderately clean-cut, extending
throuoh the mucous mLmbrane, and pre-
senting below small gray granulations,
which covered an area of about half a-
centimetre. Then followed normal rucus
membrane over the still existing tracheal
rings. Inthe tissueof the still existing
part of the trachea there was no evidence
of cicatrizatior., but purely normal condi-
tions. Ilerewith the examination of the
body ended, and the latter was sown up in
the most carefu] manuer, 77

“The microscopic changei observed
were summed up by Drs. Waldeyer and
Virchow as follows :—Cancerous destruc-
tion of the larnyx, with secondary dis-
easo of & rather large lymphatic gland at
the lower part of the left side of the neck,
and a cutaneous noduls on the right side
near the wound.  (Esophagus unaffected.
Inflammatory destruction of the upper
portion of the windpipe and the nexgbbor- -
ing parts. Nu
with putrid contents, Near these, bron-
cho- pneumonlc suppurating gangrenous
patches.”
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(Signed) .
* CouNT STOLBERG-WERNIGELGDE,

MoRreLL MACKENZIE, LruTHOLD,

T. Marx Hovery, VoN BERGMANN,

Vox WEGNER, VIRCHOW,

BARDELEBEN, WALDEYER,
BRAMANN,

_The following is the report of Professor
Vlrchow and Professor Waldeyer on the
microscopic examination of sections from
the body of the late Ewperor Frederick :

%1, The larger nodule at the base of
the eplglottns shows, on the outside, still
unchanged mucous membrane with cylin-
der epithelium, but in the interior an
alveolar structure, with epidermoidal con-
tents.  The cells of the latter are large
and highly developed ; concentrically ar-
ranged cell-groups were not observed.

«2. The cutaneous nodule on the right
side of the wound in the neck is covered
with extremely attenuated, but otherwise
unchanged, epidermis; the cancerous pro-
llferatxon reaches close to the surface;
its chief development is situated in the
deeper parts, where also, here and there,
‘nests,’ with a concentric arrangement of
cells, occur. Some normal constituents,
such as sweat-glands, are to be seen be-
tween ‘the cancerous matter,

“3. The Jymphatic gland on the left
side of the neck shows the highest degree
of change. The normal structure has dis-
appeared and is replaced by a loose alve.
olar tissue, the spaces of which are closely
filled with epidermoidal cells having large
nuclei ; many of these cells possess small
bristle-like fringes (Burstensaume.)

4. The contents of the bronchial tubes
correspond exactly in their composition
with the description given by the under-
signed Professor Virchow: (in his repo:t
of May 19th of the present year) on the
solid particles found in the expectoration.
Moreover, in certain places, a more abun-

dant collection of small, bright, fat glo-

bules, like the globules in milk, was ob-
served.’

“5. Inthe fociin the lungs were found
thick clusters of pus cells, but no cancer
cells, The natural alveolar structure

was still perfectly distinct.”
(Signed) RuporpH ViRcHOW,

WiLHELM WALDEYER.

TREATMENT OF TYPHOID FEVER.
In compliance with the request of. the
Sydney Board of Health, Dr. W, Pierce,
medical superintendent of the Coast Hos-
pital, has reported upon the treatment of
cages of ,typhoid fever, of which the rate
of mortality during the first five months
of the present year has been unusually
low. Dr. Pierce, in his memorandum,
states that, in cases received within  the
first ten days of the disease, calomel (thrze
to five grains) is administered ; and after
that acetanilide, in five grain doses, when-

-ever the temperature exceeds a certain

point 101° to 103°) up to six or eighf times
in the twenty-four hours. The effect of-
this is to cause a fall of temperature in-
about forty minutes, attaining its min-
imum in from two to four hours, with
concomitant fall in the pulse and respira«
tion rates, with decreasc of arterial tension
and profuse sweating. The tendency. to
delirium is diminished, and thereis a *“re-
markable feeling of ease and repose, which .
appears partly to depend on the production
of a certaim amount of peripheral
answesthesia.”  When the effect of the drug
passes off, the temperature often rises
with great rapidity. He considers this
treatment to have many advantages over.
cold bathing. He has: given ‘the drug’
contmuously for several weeks, and has not
found it contraindicated, eyen:when there
were cardiac complication"s; -~ It renders
the course of the fever milder, but it may
not lessen the duration of the disease.
In all cases where it is freely given there
is lability to occasional cyanosis of ex-
tremities and face, with irregular pulse.
Alcohol was given very sparingly, and
generally only in cases of failing heart;
Dr. Pierce thinks that the prolonged use
of alcohol is very injurious. He also de-
scribes the measures employed to combat
the various complications.
———————————

MISCELLANEOUS.

Taz TREATMENT OF SLEEPLESENESS,-—
Recipes for sleeplessness continue to. pre-
sent themselves, A fortnight ago we dis-
cussed the suggestion of a sufferer from
this uncomfortable symptom who. relied
upon a species of artificial -dreaming as..&
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means of reiisl.  Another of the same un-
fortunate class has found the following to
be an effectrel remedy in his own case
After taking a deep inspiration he holds
his breath till discomfort is felt, thea re-
peats the process a second and a third
time. As a rule, this is ~lough to pro-
cure sleep. A slight degree of asphyxia
is thus relied on as a soporific agent, but
the theoretical correctuess of this method
is somewhat open to question. Certainly
there is proof to show that the daily ex-

penditure of oxygen is most active during
the waking period, and that nightly. sleep:.

appears to coincide with a period of de-
ficient tissue of oxygenation. It is‘at
least as probable, however, that other in.
fluences are associated with the produc-
tion and timely recurrence of sleep besides
that just referred to. This plan, more-
over, however effectual and beneficial in
the case of its author, is not without its
disadvantages. The tendency of deficient
oxygenation is to increase blood pressure
and toslow the heart’s action, With a
normal organ, as an occasional occurrence
this might not be of much consequence.
If, however, the impeded heart should
also be enfeebled by disease, the experi-
ment might be repeated once too often.
Another combatant in the struggle with
insomnia Jays down = series of rules, for
the most part very sensible, to which he
pins bis faith.  Considering that the chief
causes of sleeplessness are mental worry
and the want of a due amount of exercise
and fresh air, he advises his fellow suffer-
ers to observe the ordinary rules of
bygiene relating to suchi-matters, to take
food and drink in woderation, and to
avoid of an evening the use of tea, coffee
and tobacco. In dealing with severe
nervous irritation from mental or physical
work, he has'found a daily rest an almost
essentinl prelude to sleep at night. Thus,
he treats of sleeplessness rather as a ten-
dency requiring constitutional remedies
than a symptom of mere brain excitation.
There is much to be said for his theory
and means of treatment.—London Lancel.

Tae DANGERS OF ANTIPYRIN, — Ths

antipyrin craze is one of the most remark-

able in . medical sense during the present .

century. -The drag was found to act very
promptly in & certain’ :roportion of cases

in relieving pain and reducing tempera-
ture. As far as pain is concerned, how-
ever, its effects are very uncertain. After
its introduction, it soon became exceed-.
ingly popular with the profession, and is
now used by many indiscriminately in ali

cases where there is pain, high tempera-
ture, or a tendency towards convulsions,
or any combination of these conditions.

The infection has reached the general

public, and the victims of headaches, and

})\acksches, and, in fact, all kinds of aches,

yroud of their_ knowledge of therapeutics
recently attained, frequently buy their
own supplies, and take the drug freely in

scruple doses. It has been found thatits

use is frequently accompanied with very
grave danger, and the conclusion naturally
follows that it should naver be adumnis-

tered without careful consideration,- It
is especially dangerous, as has been well

pointed out by the “Alienist and

“Neurologist,” when there is organic
embarrassment of either heart, lungs, or
kidneys. We fear that a large number
of physicians give large and frequently

repeated doses to reduce the temperature,

or relieva pain, without taking any

trouble % n.ascertain the causes giving rise

to such symptoms. Our advice would be,
when your patient is close to the border
line between this world and the next,
beware, lest your big doses of antipyrin
turn the scale the wrong way.—Conadian
Practitioner,

DaxgErs or ANTisEPTIcS, —Senger Dr.)
M. J.,, May 19, 1888,) has proved by ex-
periments on dogs and rabbits that the
antiseptic agents generally employed are
liable to couse degeneration of the kidneys.
He injected into perfectly healthy animals
corrosive sublimate, carbolic acid, etc., in
one-twelfth the quantity necessary to kill
them. Then on extirpation of one kidney
be found in all cases, on microscopical ex-
amination, glomerulo-nephritis. He also
found fatty degeneration of the liver,
spleen, the heart-muscle, ete. The various
antiseptic agents were found to be inju:
rious in different degrees, :zorrosive subli-_
mate being the most dangerous, then the’
others in the following order: iodoform’
carbolic acid, salicylic acid, boric acid.’
These observations especially enforce theé &
importance of avoiding the use of antisep- .
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tics in the abdominal cavity, or in other
large cavities under conditions favorable
to absorption. Sterilized water or a tive
per cent. chloride of sodium solution
should be substituted for use in the per-
itoneum. Senger has shown that the salt
solution in 1o way injures the organs, and
that it possesses moderate antiseptic power,
killing the streptococcus pyogenes aureus
in twenty-eight minutes.

CHLORATE OF PotasH 4s 4 PorsoN,—
Chlorate of potash is a medicine well
known and largely used by the public,
aud very generally recommended by the
profession. A Lox of tablets fits nicely
in & vest pocket, and & good quantity of
these tablets can be taken in a day. few
appear to know, or at least realize the
fact thet chlorate of potash is a poison,
Jacobi, of New York, lhas protested
very strongly against the indiscriminate
administratioz""of this drug, and has
reported eleven “deaths from its use.
Peabody, of New -York, in the Medical
I2ecord of July 2lst, has reported two
deaths. Among the symptoms of poison-
ing are obstinate vomiting, severe in-
testinal paivs, suppression of urine,
feelleness of the heart and dyspnoa. Tt
has proved fatal in single dowes of
four drachms to an ounce, but such cases
are rare. The more common dangers sre
associated with its too general use in the
form of tablets, by its effects especially on
the blood, kidneys aud heart. According
to Jacobi a cbild one year old should not
take mors than one seruple in twenty-four
hours, and an adult no more than one and
a balf to two drachws in the same time.

Case oF BesTiaLITY.—A singu]ax{‘ case
of this kind has been reported to the
Societe de Medecine legale de France by
a physician of Orleans (dnnal. d’hyg.
publ), who desires to conceal his name.
The physician was called to a male do-
mestic servant, aged eighteen or nineteen
years, who was suffering from a large
wound in the anus, which had bled pro-
fusely. The wound wasabout two inches
long nnd was of tho natuve of & large rup-
ture of one side of the anus, After much
hesitation the boy confessed that for some *
time before he had frequently permitted
& large, strong spaniel tq likve connection -

with him, The connectioa had been,
until the last occasion, unattended by
injury. Ouv this occasion, however, the
boy having been called in the middle of
the act and afraid of being surprised by a
visit from his master, endeavored to de-
tach himself as speedily as possible from
the dog. 'fhis was rendered difficult by
the non-collapse of the large swelling to-
ward the base of the dog’s penis, which
was grasped within the anus. The boy,
however, in spite of the cries of the dog
and his own suffering, contrived finally to
separate himself forcibly from the dog,
buat not without producing the large rup-
ture of the anus referred to.

Nw War oF PRESERVING THE DEAD. -~
The Philadelphia Ledger, July 26 says:~
« A Pittsburg physician, named Cooper,
bhas just applied for a patent on a process
to preserve human bodies by compression.
By a curious combination of steel presses
aud hot rollers, he excludes all the moisture
and reduces a full-grown body to a very
small size, 12 by 15 inches, rendering it
as hard and imperishable as marble. He
has made several experiments with perfect
success, The doctor ard others who have
investigated the process think it will
suporsede cremation, as bodies thus
preserved are not only offensive, but can
be made to assume various oraamental
shapes and be kept in the parlor or else-
where as “constant reminders of the
departed. The doctor bas on his center-
table the remains of a child pressed into
the form of & cross. It resembles the
purest marble, is highly ornamental, and
perfectly odorluss. The inventor proposes’
to place a large aumber of sprcimnens on
exhibition in a few days. A company
will be formed to push the inveniion.”

HonmEoraThY.—Prof. Bartholow, in his
address on medicine, delivered to the last
meeting of the American Medical Assaci-
ation, pays his respects to homeopathy in
the following language :—*“Leéft to itsown
course, homa:opathy has practically died
out on the continent. The success of such
wretched puerilities, soch inavities as the -
homwopathic practice consists of, does
more to lower the position o™ ke medical
profession than any other“viuse. The
false s_ta.t.ist_,ics'published a3 facts, acéeyted i
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as trus, and passing unchallenged, are at
this moment doing an almost incredible
amount of mischief.” Orime is progres-
sive. Step by step the victim is led on
till-conscience is seared, every moral sense
is irresponsive, and the blackness of dark-
ness possesses the soul. Homdceopaths
have for years practised in this country;
under false representations—the most
successful riding all the isms and pathies
that can carry them into public favor,—

Omaha Clinic.

CoNDURANGO.—Professor Oser, of Vien-’

na, who has been making trials of condu-
rango bark in carcinoma and other dis-
eases of the stomach, finds that it has an
excellent effect on the appetite and that
it relieves over-sensitiveness. Some pa-
tients can take it for months without any
unpleasant symptoms, while in others it
soon sets up nausea, which cannot be pre-
vented either by the simultaneous admin-
istration of correctives or by the employ-
ment of different preparations of the bark,
such as vinum or theliquor. Condurango
“appears tu Professor Oser to deserve a
place in our materia medica as a symto-
matic remedy, but as to its exerting any
specific action on inalignant disease, he
still holds to his own dictum that the only
hope of cure in cancer of the stomach by
means of drugs lies in the possibility of a
mistaken diagnosis,—Jour. Am. Med.
Assoc. '

ExpLosIVE MIXTURE —A serious acci-
dent happened in Topeka, Kansas, on the
morning of August 14th, when Dr. Detlor,
a veterinary surgeon, attempted to powder
in an iron mortar a quantity of saltpetre
and sulphur. On striking the wixture
with.an iron pestle a violent explosion
took place, shattering the mortar and re-
sulting. besides serious damage to prop-
erty, in the wounding of the operator,
whose left hand was completely blown off,
the right hand pierced and mutilated, and
a leg and other parts of the body lacerated.
Several other persons were more or less
seriously injured and a horse on the oppo-
site side of the street was wounded.

Dr. Loveranp, (Cincinnati Lancet
Clinic) says: In America “Doctor” is a

promiscuous title. The preacher is a dog. -

tor. The school principal is a doctor.
The family physician is a doctor. The
patent medicine man is a doctor. The
.dentist is a doctor. The veterinary sur-
geon is a doctor. The extractor oi corns,
bunions, and ingrowing toe nails, without
pain or loss of blood, is a doctor, ‘and' o
on. This is a free country. ~Ia foreign
countries this is not allowed. In' Geér-
wany an American dentist has just been’
fined for placing doctor.on his cards.
May the good work begun there cross the.
ocean and invade this country.

TREATMENT OF PNEUMONIA.—In the
good old days when the ‘accumulation of
a winter’s debris in the blood was drawp
off by way of the medio-basilic vein, when
pneumonia patients were placed in a sit-
ting posture and bled till they fell over,
the mortality rate in this disease was one
in three. When phlebotomy was changed
for emetics and purgatives, only about one
in four succumbed. Liter the “do-no-
thing plan” reduced the mortality to
about 15 per cent, ; and, following this,
the supportive treatment has reduced the
death rate in uncomplicated cases to less
than five per cent.—Science News.

TINCTURE oF GUAIAC, A SEXSIVE RE-
AGENT FOR Pus,—The urine is filtered and
a litile of the reagent poured over
the moist filter, a beautiful blue color is
produced in presence of pus. Moderate
warming favors whilst excessive heat en-
tirely prevents the reaction. Reducing
agents and caustic alkalies also prevent it.
8aliva, nasal mucus, and milk also give
the reaction although not so inteuse.—
- Vitali ( Bollet, Farm. ) Rundsch., p. 631.

CurorororM —Chloroform not only
hinders the development of micro-organ:
isms, but also brings about, their destruc-
tion. Thus a stinking meat broth shaken
up with a few drops of chloroform, at the
end of an hour was quite sterile.— Ameér-
ican Journal of Pharmacy, '

HEeLsiNgGFORS MEDpICAL ScrooL—The
surgical clinic, - which is -still in its
old and inconvenient premises, is under
the care of Prof. Saltzmann. The dress-
ing chiefly used is moss, a very useful and,
in Finland, economical material. The re»
sults obtained are excellent.
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