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TREATMENT OF CONSUKPTION
BY RESIDENCE AT HIGH

ALTITUDES.

BY JOHN LOWE,

Visiting Surgeon, Workington lnfrmary.

The discussion of the above subject at
the Royal Medical and Chirurgical So-
ciety, as published in The Lancet of May
12th, is worthy of attention. The differ-
ence of opinion on the part of eminent
physicians is noteworty. The material
which guided Dr. Williams to important
conclusions can hardly be considered in-
adequate for the purpose ; nor is the niere
expression of belief in the equal value of
treatment at lower levels or at home suf-
ficient to invalidate his position. It n'ay
be pardonable to ridicule a sojourn among
the Alps as the best treatment for phthisis
when one has not Jived there. But is it
wise i The climate does appear paradoxi-
cal to people in Englaud, and I couclude
from the remarks of Drs. Pollock and
Quain that they have not adequate per-
sonal experience of an Alpine climate,
especially in winter. I have lived there
during the four seasons of the year, so
there can be no tu quogue. A foreign
phy sician has recently written a book to
show the absurdity of sending phthisical
cases to Davos. He declares very frankly
tþat he as never sent any cases there
himself, and that he has not visited the
Alpine resorts. : He argues from what ha
calls "natural isws," and .the results
which he, bas, obtained. in the south. of
France I . Is there not too much of. this
clap-trap in our.books and at Our great
societies I Life is not dialectics. If pre-

judice or Philistinism is to displace evi-
dence in determining the treatment of
disease, I do not see how therapeutics can
progress. But as there is no permanently
wise man, perhaps Drs. Pollock and Quain
may reconsider their "moat firmly" ex-
pressed beliefs.

I had an attack of phthisis in the apex
of the left lung last summer. The lesion
was well marked early in August, 'out I
felt utterly unfit for work during many
previous weeks. I proceeded to Davos on
the advice of Dr. Clifford Allbutt and Dr.
C. T. Williams, about the middle of Au-
gust-that is, as soon as a pulmonary
hemorrhage permitted me. A very few
days at Davos sufliced to drive away. in.
tolerable lethairgy, and,to restore appetite
and sleep. I gained a pound in weight
each week during the first three months,
and kept it. At the end of eleven weeks
I walked sixteen miles over a stiff pass in
four hours and twenty minutes. After
this I did a good deal of climbing, and in-
dulged in exercise that was accounted
violent. On January Ist I went to
Wiesen, and remained there in medical
charge until May, when I returned to.
England feeling better than I. had done
for a couple of years before. All the signs
and symptoms of phthisis are now absent,
with the exception of the inevitable
supra clavicular dulness.

There can be no doubt in my case of
the tubercular nature of the disease.
Bacilli were present in abundance. Two
of my sisters died of phthisis a few years
ago, and there is a family history of the
disease as complete as could be wished.
It began in my case precisely as it did in
my sisters, and in them the average dura-
tion of illness was under two years. They
were treated, by the advice of a very
eminent physician, in the manner advo-
cated by Drs. Pollock and Quain; andi
notwithstauding everything that cquld
contribute to success in this climate, 'the
disease- never showed any evidence of
arrest -in either case.

When I felt what I suspected to be the
earliest subjective symptoms of phthisis,
1 gave the English health resorts a trial
for -a few weeks. During:this time I
ateadily lost weight aud strength, until at
last I had no inclination to move about at
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al]. The Alpine heights changed all this
in a few days, and at present I eau put
the weight, throw the haminmer, or walk
thirty miles with auy man I know, not
exceptinIg his age or size. As there could
be no question about the activity of
p 'thisis in my lung last year, I believe
there can be little doubt of its arrest now.

I had the opportunity of watching cases
in Switzerland in every stage of the dis-
ease. I have had the saie advantage in
England to a greater degree. I nevÏ felt
justified in giving a favorable progr osis in
cases of phthisis sent te health resorta at
home. Whatever may be said a,. socie-
ties, or written in books, the grimt fact re-
mains thaf, when the practitioner dis-
covers phthisis, he is conscious of his utter
inability te cope with it in this climate.
I know a great nany able men in large
practice, and this is how they feel in the
matter. There nay be- others, I admit,
who really believe in the efficacy of
respirating and general tinkering,' but I
do not know them. The English heahh
resorts are the forlorn hope of phthisis,
and so-called respiratory therapeutics-so
far as they concern tubercular phthisis-
constitute eue method of advertising. I
aie aware of wonderful cases that, are
cited in even standard books te prove
startling things, but I prefer te trust the
evidence before my own eyes, and to do
se I miust reject authority in opinion. I
believe it is wise te send an advanced
case'of phthisis to eue of the English re-
sorts, if only for the confort thus affordcd;
but I hold it te be a criel proceeding to
do se in the early stage of the disea-e, and
when litttle lung tissue is involved.

Many advanced cases of phthisis are te
be seen at Davos which should not ue
sent there. They injure the good repute
of the place and benefit nobody. If
phthisis were diagnosed early, when there
is slight consolidation, and Davos resorted
te at once, there should then be no room
for contention. Anyone can diagnose
phthisis when there is a large cavity, etc.,
but it is useless te discover the disease
then. *'A practitioner in search of useful
knowledge ought te go te Davos in winter,
where lie will find a lamentable testimony
of our ignorance. He will be wearied by
people describing how they were urder

their docter at home miany months before
lie discovered that thy were suffering
fron phthisis, aud then only when his
attention wsu arrested by a hæmorrhage,
or somèthing prominent enough te mnake
the case clear te au old woman. Cases
'with a large cavity in either lung' are
common enough at Davos. I have often
wondered why medical men send these
cases there te die. It is excusable te say
that we cannot cure phthsis; but I am
not sure -that it is equally se te have te
admit our inability te recognize the
disease before a huge excavation exists in
the lung. There has tieen a great deal of
bacilli-hunting in our schools, and volumes
of nonsense written about the pathology
aud cure of phthisis in recent years. Is
it not as necessary to be able te tell when
a patient bas phthisis? We are all ac-
quainted with the elaborate and learned
controversy as te the patholoeg of the
small pox vesicle, but all the emintent con-
tenders have not equalled ' Jenner in
controlling the ravages of simall-pox. If
is not necessary te be always dodging
bacilli with a microscope in order te say
when phthsis exists Our own senses and
a stethoscope are surely adequate, and
especially for the general practitioner,
whîo sees the disease in its early stage,
and has in consequence the most valuable
opportunities for becoming expert in
diagnosis. This field of study is evidently
neglected, and post-graduate lectures
point te a time when the general
practitioner will have te submit te a
State examination fron time te time in
order te show his competence te practise.
Dr. G. H. Sutton pertinently writes:
" Phthisis is said te be due te a bacillus,
but of what use is that view in curing
plthisis ? Do net be contented te 1ov:
knowledge for the sake of knowledge, bu'
for what yen eau do with it. The "view
is inadequate te cure phthisis, and on thi
r.-count we niust look on phthisis as mad-
up of many physiological disturbancer
and it can only be cured by bringing thes
disordered physiological chaîges int
order again ; and bere hope in the cure (
phthisis can be entertained." This is, i
least, conuàon sense, and will confor
with experience at Davos. 'The cor
stitutional state," says Dr. Quàin, "is th
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most important factor in bringing about
recovery." Precisely, and in au Alpine
resort will be found every element that
such state requires for its perfection.
The climate there is the antithesis of tlat
at home, and ierein consists its eflicacy.
The peculiarities of each are known to
men who read medical literature, and I
do not propose to touch on that topic
now. ' would only remark that the Al-
pine climate invigocates the consumptive,
and our climate depresses him. Abroad
he can increase his 'eeight through
muscular development by exercise; at
home he may put on some adipose tissue
at the expense of his muscular system.
Is it necessary to ask which is the more
likely to be lasting ' To benefit by exer-
cise in the open air one maust enjoy the
exercise. Among the Alps the consump-
tive is never weary of exercise, but at
home he loatheas it.

Our great physicians are at last con-
vinced that pure air is useful as a pre-
ventative and jas a remedy, but it is now
half a century since Dr. Henry McCor-
mack urged with great earnestness ths
utility of pure air, and plenty of it. Bis
advice was treated long enough with- lofty
sneers and contemptuous ridicule. Dr.
Boddington pleaded in 1840 for what Dr.
Willians is ably pleading now. It is
worthy of reflectioi that we have not ad-
vanced one step in the treatment of
plithisis for nearly half a century. Its
rational treatment ist still opposed by ien
deservedly emiient, but the educated
public outside the professional circle have
been to Davos in large numbers. They-
bave belefited themuseIves by the change.
Their friends at home have been apt in
contrasting them on their return witi
other relatives who came back from Hast-
ings, Bournesnouth, etc., crippled ahd
dying. We may go on to argue; the
publie will act. They are acting now.
McCormack and Boddington lived to pur-
pose ; they gave a verdict.- Loulon
Lancet.

SALOL TOoTssPowEa. -- Salol 3, pow-
dered sepia 6 ; prepared chalk. 24 ; mag-
nesium carbIate 16 ; powdered sugar 6
parts. -Dental. Reg.

THE SULPHUR SPRINGS OF
GREAT BRITAIN AND THEIR

THERAPEUTIC ACTION.

BY WM. SQUIAE. M.D., F.R.C.P.,
Physlciant tthe St. George. Hanover-Square, Dispen-

sary.
At this season of the year, when holi-

day plans are made with a' view both to
health and pleasure, it may be well to con-
sider the advantages offered by our own
mineral springs, and to compare them
with those of various continental spas.
Visits to ditterent health resorts often
prove beneficial by mere change of air, of
scene, of society, amusements, or occupa-
tion ; most so by suitability of the climate
selected, and in some degree by the
directly medicinal properties of their
minerai waters. To these last qualities
attention is now directed, and chiefly to
the efficacy and mode of action of the
sulphurous -waters. Many of our more
noted health resorts are serviceable to the
residents and visitors more by their eli-
mate, elevation of site, freshness of air,
and by the purity of the water tharn by'
any mineral impregn-4tion of it. Malvern
is a capital instance in all these points.
They are to be found on the chalk hills
around London, at Chagford in Devon,
Hinckley in Leicestershire, Otley or Ilk-
ley in Yorkshire, and many other. places
ins the north of Englaud, in Scotland, and

.in Wales. The above qualities add to
the vfficacy of the small amount of iron
found at Tunbridge Wells, or at San
Moritz; with other excitants they aid the
somewhat stronger chalybeate at Spa.
The action of the equally potent alkaline
waters of Vichy and of Vals is. modified
by the mild climate (bnt in sunmer) -of
Vichy, and the morebracing effect of the
higher site of Vals. stie slightly mineral-
ized waters of Contrexeville, and of Bux-
ton owe much of their eflicacy to the ele-
vated position in which they are used,
both places. being at a similar height
above the sea-level. * Thermal bath. in the
summer, when too relaxing in sheltered or
low-lying situations, can still be enjoyed
at Plombieres, 1310 feet above the level
of the sea.

Impaired health is not limited. to one
season of the year, and though our meane
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of restoration are restricted, yet suitable
places for rest and treatment are always
to be found. In winter days the more
delicate patients return to the home fire-
side or seek sunshine on southern coasts;
some less invalided sufferers can still
benefit by the pare cold air of the more
elevated or northerly stations, or join in
the out-door exercises and amusements of
Leamington or Cheltenham. The claims
of our own country in these adantages
are too often neglected; the health re-
sorts around us are remarkably varied,
the benefits they offer are available at all
seasons, and to all ; to reach therm no dis-
tant separation from friends and home is
involved, the fatigues of a long journey
and the discomforts of crossing the ses are
avoided. Our own mineral springs are as
rich in medicinal properties and as varied
as those visited abroad. The bromo-
iodides of the Woodhall Spa exceed the
proportion yielded by the Kreuznach
water. The thermal springs of Bath and
the highly mineralized waters of Harro-
gate surpass those of Aix-la-Chapelle and
Aix-les-Bains in the qualities for which
they are famed. In sulphurous property
the stronger Harrogate water exceeds the
springs of Germany or Savoy ; this is it-
self surpassed by that of StrathpeEfer in
Ross-shire ; and this again by.,isthe Pins-
date sulphur spring.

For pure sulphur medication this source
of Dinsdale-on-Tees is unequalled by any
sulphurous water source short of thieAlps
or Pyrenecs. Thermal sulphur waters, if
useful in aiding some sp-cial remedial
effects for which they are sought, inter-
fere with other desired objPcts of treat-
ment. partly by unduly exciting the cir-
culation and increasing the action of the
skin. On the other hand, any excess of
saline ingredients is combination with
sulphur may act unduly either as aperi-
ents or diuretics. At Schinznach in
Switzerland, is a thermal sulphur water
with 22 gr. of the sulphates of soda and
of lime, 2 gr. of carbontes, 13 gr. of chlo-
rides, and 3·5 c. in. of sulphuretted hydro-
gen to the litre or wine-quart. The Dins-
dale spring has, in the same bulk of water,
25 gr. of sulphates, 2 gr. of carbonate, 5 gr.
of chloride of sodium, 2 c. in. of CO,, and
S-32 - c. in. of sulphuretted hydrogen,

equal to 2ý gr. of sulphur. The Harro-
gate water has 1-4 c. in. of sulphuretted
gases with some carburets, and 137 gr.
of saits, chiefly chlorides, in the pint of
20 oz. ; numerous other springs are near,
of which that with proto-chloride of iron
is remarkable. At Strcthpeffer are two
sulphur springs; the upper contains 18 gr.
in 20 oz., chiely sulphates of soda and
lime, with 3 c. in. of sulphuretted hydro-
gen; the lower contains 13; gr. of the
sai-e salts, of which Il gr. are sulphates,
with 2j gr. of common salt; the sulphu-
retted hydrogen is only 1-7 c. in. to the
pint of 20 oz. There is also a strong
effervescing chalybeate spring in the
neighborhood.

Dinsdale is not without its chalybeate
water at no great distance, less than a
mile, from the sulphur spring; moreover,
beyond this is another mildly sulphurous
water, and also a mineral spring with
aperient anA diuretic properties ; this is
likely to prove of considèrable utility,
both for its special purposes and as an ad-
junct to the use of the sulphur water and
baths. The composition of this new
spring, as analysed by A. W. Stokes, F.
(.., F.I.., is in grains per gallon : sul-
phate cf soda, 32.9 ; sulphate of magnesia,
37-68; sulphate of lime, 93-0; carbonate
of lime, 38-7; chloride of sodium, 9-0;
silica, -56 ; oxides of iron and alumina,
-42. The water, therefore, contains 291-6
gr. per gallon of solid matters. On fur-
ther analysis as to its fredom froin sur-
face infiltration (the spring has recently
been re-opened) the organic matters yield
nitrogen (present as nitrates), 0-28; ni-
trites, one; amumonia, 0.0014; albu-
minoid ammonia, 0-0098; oxygen in
fifteen minutes to oxidise the organic
matter was 0-019 gr., or in three hours,
0-028. This, he adds, is a sample of an
undonbted and valuable mineral watertentirely free from pollution. These
springs are in a sheltered part of the val-
ley of the Tees. The hotel and baths are
near the rocky bed of the- river, looking
to the south ; the new spring is on higher
ground, but still sheltered from the norLh.
Cliffs of the lower permian sandstone form
picturesque additions to some part of the
banks 'of the rapid stream. A line of
fault is traced in the sandstone and adja
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cent millstone grit, so that geologically it
closely resembles Harrogate; both are
situated on the margins of the milstone
grit, the one being on the northern edge
of the Yorkshire coa] basin, the other at
the southern edge of the Durham coal-
fields; they are thirty miles apart. Gills-
land in Oumberland, on the northwestern
extremity of the sane stretch of raised
gritsone, bas also sulphur and chalybeate
springs. The station of Dinsdale is the
next south of Darlington on the Great
Northern and Northeastern Railways.

Modern medicine bas doue much ta con-
firm and explain the con6dence expressed
by a long series of sufferers in the rene-
dial êffects of the natural sulphur waters.
Benefit results fron their use in certain
stages of convalescence, in nmost rheumatie
accidents, in same constitutional disorders,
in many local troubles and diseases,
of the skin and glandular system, in vari-
ous nervous affections, and in the numer-
ans chronic disturbances of nutrition that
interfere so mach with health and com-
fort. Sulphur medicinally acts in three
ways, whether used generally or locally;
first, as a stimulant or excitant; second,
as an alterative or sedative; third, as a
germicide or antiseptic. The first of these
effects is seen with crude sulph-r when
used internally as an aperient, or exter-
nally in the ointment as a rubefacient ;
neither of these actions result from the
use of sulphurous waters, nor are they
such as are desired by the visitors to sul-
phur baths. The alterative effects, under
the second head, are chiefly sought ; these
vary from slight excitment ta a notable
soothing influence on the' vessels and
nerves, hence the relief of irritability of
the surface of the body produced by the
mild sulphur batha in certain skin dis-
esses. Sulphur sprinkled on flannel for
sciatica, and worn closely to the limb, may
act in this way ; so also the sulphide of
carbon vapor as applied, for th relief of
tic or migraine, by a late Harrogate phy.'
sician. Sulphur given with aperénts has
little general effect ; continued small
doses of the confection may ·hve some
action of this kind, but none is noticed
after the occasional use of the compound
liquorice powder. 'lu the stomach sul-
phur is not acted on by the acid gastric

secretions; in the alkaline media of the
intestines sulphurets are formed and ab-
sorption commenees. When -first ab-
sorbed it is arrested in the liver,
and finally expelled after more than
one round in the hepatic circula-
tion and the formation of some
sulpburetted hydrogen while in contact
with carbonic acid in the venous blood.
Small doser excite less the activity of the
liver, and by frequent repetition more
readily pas through the vena cava to the
pulmonary circulation. The sulphurets
now m-et with oxygen and are changed
into sulphites and hyposulphites, and thus
permeate to the other grandular organs
and the skie, and penetrate to the
muscles and fibrous tissues. lu this way

-some of the special curative effects in
chronic rheumatism may be wrought.
Some of the antiseptic properties may be
concerned in the alterative effects of
sulphur, as in the use of sulphide of
calcium in checking the tendency to boils
or the effect of the hyposuliites in
fermentative dyspepsias. Mialhe bas oh-
served that any alkaline sulphuret brought
to the surface of the skin gives off
sulphydric vapour under the rcetion of its
acid secretions, but that the hyposuilphites
acted on in the samne way set free
surphurous acid with soine deposit of sul-
phur, and, in time, possible discolouration
of the skin. The most active antifer-
ments of sulphur are thus found in the
tissues, just as salicylic acid is always
formed when salicine is given; and seeing
the coutrolling power of this agent in
rheumatic fever, sane action of the saine
kind may be due to su!phur. Or it may
act so as ta nodifv the chemical mietabol-
ism of waste matters in the body, and so
favour elimination.

In all acute disease, beyond the impaired
activity of excretory organs, there is dis-
turbed chemical evolution of the products
of denutrition which delay restoration of
health. These two factors are also con-
cerned in chronic and subacute'diseases in
varying degrees and combinations. Thus
in gont,' while renal changes often check
the elimination of urea, there is always
incomplete evolution of waste matters,
and. that imperfect combustion of the re-
suits of disassimilation that leadato 'mio
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acid heing formed in place of urea. Here
the chemical change seems to precede the
sp-cial organic defect, chough itself deter-
mined by some altered nerve control ; this
is seen in lead poisoning, where au exactly
sinilar sequence set up by impaired in-
nervation is the first step. In such cases
the combination of saline diuretics or
aperients, to excite the activity of the
excretory functions, with the use of sul-
phur, may be advantegeous. Not so where
the weakly or debilitated are concerned,
some of whom may beneh.i;rom the in-
fluence of sulphur under its third category,
and most of whom require to use the
,halybeate waters so constantly found in

.the neighborhood of sulphur springs.
Anamia bas always to be combated, both
before sulphur medication commences, and
during its course. Dr. Blanc, of Aix, bas
remarked on the ready oxidation of sul
phur in the blood ; this affinity for oxygen
creates the demand for an increased sap-
ply. Hence the necessity and often the
desire for outdoor exercise, thereby the
activity of the red corpuscles of the blood
is increased, and they also increase in
number.

The germicide powers of sulphur are
well known; surphur exter«nally and sul-
phurous acid in the aqueous solution are
largely used. Now that the germn or
bacillus on which strumous and consumo-
tive disease depends has been put under
our view by Koch a much wider rield is
opened for sulphur medication. The
amelioration of many glandular affections
in children may thus beexplair.ed. Arrest
of the devastations of lupus bas been
noted under the use of sulphur baths and
washes long before the nature of the dis-
ease was understood; the tubercular bacil-
lus has here lately been detected, and the
disease is regarded as a consumption of
the skin. The presence of this bacillus
in phthisis being demonstrated, it is not
surprising to find the use of sulphur at-
tempted as a means .of arresting its pro-
gress. For this purpose many precautions
are needed; in this disease it is difirst
importance to keep the digestion unim-
paired, and the stomach must not be
fatigued. All sulphur products are irre-
spirable; still one of its gass bas been
used so as to modify some lung symptomus.

The time bas come wheu the gradual
modification of the phthisical diathesis
should receive continuous trial under such
favorable hygenic conditions as are known
to be requisite in the long contest with so
insidious a disease. The sheltered posi-
tion of Dinsdale offers advantages for such
trial; the facilities for frequent change of
air to such healthy and exhilarating
places as Redcar, Saltburn, Whitby, and
Scarborough, with temporary sojourn in
the keener climate of Harrogate, would
enable, young invalids, durizg the early
summer, autumn and winter to make Dins-
dale their head-quarters, and the scenery
of the Tees, with great Yorkshire valley
and the distar.t views of the Cleveland,
Hills, as seen from its northern cliffs, a
constant pleasure either to look upon or
to remember.-London Lancet.

MANITOBA MEDICO-CHIRURGI-
CAL SOCIETY.

MEETINo OCTOBER 2ND.

Dr. Orton in the chair. Dr. R. B.
Fergusson gave a lecture on the treatment
of frost bite. He said that he was uuch
struck at the unsatisfactory resuits of the
treatmentt usually puisued, and deter-
mined on a departure from it. The
lecturer contended that instead of waiting
for the line of demarcation, And then
amputating well into the sound structures,
which was the method in vogue, that the
earliest removal of all dead substance
should be made, taking care not to wound
in the slighdest degree the living tissues
and to dress with -antiseptic poultices
until the cure was complete. Dr.
Fergusson gave two illustrations in support
of his practice. Two cases came under
his care at the Winnipeg General Hospital
which he treated in this nianner,
gouging out a considrrab1e portion of
dead bone, the patients were doing well,
but bis month for attendance haviig ex-
pired, he handed over the cases to his
successor. Sone time after he called at
the hospital and asked for his frozen feet.
cases, when he was informed by the then
huse surgeon -that they were both dead,
that amputation had been deferred~too
long -and that after its perfor-mance
septicemia had _carried off both of them,
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The lecturer declared that the amputa-
tions were the cause of death, and had his
treatment been continued, both limbs and
lives would have been saved. The second
case was that of a halfbreed girl with feet
Ladly frozen, she was enceinte at the
time, and was under chloroform on the
operating table to undergo double anpü-
tation when the membranes ruptur,-d,
further operatve proceedings were
abandoned and the case was handed seer
to Dr. Fergusson by the surgeor. under
whose care she then was; by·pur.uing the
above treatment this girl left the hospital
in less than six weeks with two useful
îeet. A medico-legal queucion was in-
volved in this case, and hasd the girl diéd,
serious consequences m-ght have resulted

The above sketch was shown by Dr.
Pennefather with the following history :
On Sept. 25th I was called in to see Mrs.
S., aged 43, multipara, who'wý. -uffring
from pneumonia and daily ex>ting her)
confinement. Stiuck by her peculiar
appearance, I asked to make an examina-
tion, and figure No. 1 in no way
exaggerates the appearance presented.
The womb of unusual size was reidily
felt at the iost depending part, contain-

to two parties. Siice 1882 hehad treated
al cases of frost bite in a similar manner
with uniform success, the average time
for the patients to remain urder treat-
ment being from four to six weeks. An
interesting discussion followed in which
all the Fellows present took part. Dr.
Orton related the case of an Indian girl,
among the tribes under hir! charge, who
had lost a cosderable portion of both
feet from frost bite, on enquiry he found
that no other treatment had been purs'ed
than that of wrappir.;,« up the injured
extremities in moss, 'aving the r-para-
tive process entirely to -iature, he
suggested that the application of a mix-
ture of boracic acid and glycerine wosild
prove of value in thav#ing out recently
frozen tissues.

OUT1INs 2.
ing a vigorous f<etus. It seemed a knotty
problemn how this child was to get into
the position necessary for the wonan's
delivery. But as the lung symptoms
were then the most urgent, I turned my
attention to them. I regret to say, in
the end, unsuccessfully. The same night
I was sent for, Mrs. S. being in strong
labor. The os was far fromi the reach of
the index fEger and though the
recumbent ' position was alinost in-
tolerable to the patient the pains were
so urgently expulsive that I got her on
the bed and had the whole mass supported
by two women at right angles to the
pelvis exercising slight pressure under-
neath, when, to my: great satisfaction,
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after five or-ix pains, a male child was
born, the after birth which was very
small being ejected with it. The child
was dead probably due to the detachment
9f the placenta during a paroxyism of
conghing. The uterus was still of such a
sizethatlinclined to the belief itcontained
another fœtus but was assured that it
had been that size for years. I bandaged
her when the abdomen presented the
appearance in ontline 3: There was no
secretion of milk, the lochia was sup
pressed on the day following and pneu-
monia had extended to the left lung.
Dr. Orton saw the patient with me on
that day and taking the surrounding
circumstances into consideration we
entertamed but faint hopes of a favorable
termination to the case, however, under
heroic doses of brandy and stimulating
expectorants she seemed to progress
slightly, but on the afternoon of the 25th
acute cardiac pain set in, cyanosis very
narked, she died in a few hours after.

Apart from the peculiar condition of
parts, the case is singular from the ease
with which natural labor was completed.
There was literally no abdominal wall,
the contents being confined by skin alone,
which from the impulse of each cough
threatened to give way. The idea that
the muscles of the abdomen play any part
in the process of parturition, I have
always doubted, when finding the
abdominal walls lax and applying a binder
for thelfew cases that L have found
benefited by the proceeding in a far
greater num ber it seemed to me to retard
labor. As a person endeavoring to burst
open a door retires each time to gather
fresh impetus, so I believe the uterine
waUs the sole expellor of its contents
requires free space to cxpand to full
extent so as to gather fresh force for the
next expulsive effort. The abdominal
walls in this case consisted of skin only.

This wonman was a strong active person
celebrated for ber rowing powers and for
the work.she performed on ber husband's
farm. She seemed t: have a hazy idea
as to when this protrusion commenced, but
from what I could gather, originally a
neglected small umbilical hernia bad
eventuated in this condition, eàch suc-
cessive con6nement, at which she was

always attended by women, and never at
any time bandaged, contributed their
quota to its aggravation, and finally
attained the above enormous dimensions.

NEW INVENTIONS FOR USE IN
DENTAL SURGERY.

The modern practice of dental surgery,
requiring as it does so extensive a use of
the dental engine, and that often in a
cramped position, is much more laborious
than formerly, when the forceps had almnost
unlimited sway, and any labour-saving ap-
pliances are welcomed. 'Mr. Coxeter bas
invented an electric, dental engine. The
whole apparatus weighs but a few ounces,
and is held in the hand when in use, like
the elecric mallet, which it resembles in
shape. The electrie current is generated
by a large primary battery, or the engine
car be worked by means of accumulators
or a dynamo. It is spoken hiighly of by
some dentists who have used it, but seems
to be rather deficient in power for heavy
work. Another invention for a similar
purpose is Hastie's water motor, which
was introduced by Mr. Walter Campbell,
of Dundee, and, as its name implies, ie
worked by hydranli pressure. As it is
now fitted it is almodt perfect as a dental
motor, but it requires a considerable force
of -water, and is hardly practicable unless
supplied direct from the main.

GnDmmmELIA PRoPERTiEs.-G. robusta
bas the reputation of being almost a spe-
cific for certain forms of asthma, and ex-
ternally in rhus poisoning. Gy. squarrosa
bas similar properties, but is less known
and used.

ANEURvsM op INNOMmNATE ARTERr.-
Dr. James Dunlop ligatured the right
common carotid and subelavian arteries
for innominate aneurysm, at the Glasgow
Royal Infirmary, on August Ist, and the
patient is so far doing weli. This is the
second case of innominate aneurysm op-
erated on by Dr. -Dunlop within a few
months. The first case bas been almost a
perfect cure, and the patient bas been seen
this week by many m, mbers of the As-
sociation to be strong and well, and with
barely a trace -of bis former ailment,-
British Medical ,ournal.
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Ox October lst, Dr. Good, Dean of the
School, delivered the introductory lecture
of the session. The theatre of the college
'was weIl filled by nembers of the faculty
in eae and posse, as well as numerous
visitors among whom were several ladies
who, by their presence graced the pro-
ceeding&, snd inausgurated an advance in
this hitherto exclusively masculine gather-
ing. There is no good reason why ladies
should not attend the introductory lec-
tures of medical as well as other schools.
The ground over whizh the speaker nay
travel without trenching on points of in-
terest to thu profession only is extensive,
and we congratu late the Dean on the very
eloquent and able manner in which ho
landled his subject. His weil known
bashfulness was sorely tried at the floods
of eulogy wehich flowed fron the lips of
the several gentlemen who were called
upon to speak - another departure, by
the way, fron ancient custom which, fronm
its novelty, perhaps, does not impress us
much in its favor. Unlimited speechify-
ing is apt to become monotonous; words
of praise have a great similitude, and are
often reiterated by successive speakers,
holding the saine friendly opinion to
the pCty spoken of, and we cannot
help thinking that if it is considered
necessary a mover and seconder of a vote
of thauks to the orator would be a fitting
close to an eloquent address, It was with
great pleasure the announcement made by
the Rgistrar of the sehool that the same
privileges were accorded to the students
of Mauitoba Medical College by the au-
thorities in Great Britain as are conceded
to thoise of McGill, Kingston and other
colleges of the eastern provinces, was re-
ceived. The class is fairly nunierous,
exceeding ail previous years, and when
taking into consideràtion the recent estab-
lishment of the college and the infancy of
the country, The number of young
gentlemen pursuing and commencing their
studies at the Manitoba Medical College
must be; regarded with great satisfaction
by ail who are interested in its success,
but moz-, eapeciaily by those wlose ener-
gies eave it birth, and4 ur4er whose foster,

ing care it bas attained to its preseut
honorable position. A suggestion was
made that a public grant would be 'well
bestowed ou this institution, with whice
we cordially agree. No cheeso pariug
policy should be pursued towards a cor-
poration who undertakes and are success-
fully carrying out the important work of
educating the future medical practitioners
for this great Northwest, which, notwith-
standing early frost and Baron Mun-
chaussen stories of intense cold, will assur-
edly become intime a mighty and populous
country. Allusion was also made to the
matriculating examinations. On this
point there are many diverse opinions. It
is contended, and not without ieason, that
the man who aspires to be a leader in his
profession necessarily takes the highest
collegiate course, but that this should not
be compulsory on him whose ambition is
tO settle in a country district and pursue
the even tenor of his way, content to seek
advice from others when at a loss. There
is inuch to say in favor of this contention,
but we believe it would be to the true in-
terests of the profession that, though a
higher standard of professional knowledge
might be required from some, that all
should graduate at a university after a
full university course, which might be so
arranged as-to run concurrent with pro-
fessional training. Nothing will tend
more to place the profession of medicine
in that position which its high and noble
calling entitles it to occupy, than such a
regulation. Under the new act the
apothecaries companies issue licenses en-
abling their licentie tes to practice a
collegiate course need not be compulsory
for those desiring such a diploma. But we
hope and believe the time is not far dis-
tant when a physician and surgeon must
have first received his arts degree before
ad:ission to either rank.

WE read that the OaUada Medical Asso-
ciation intend to hold thieir meeting forthe
session of 1889 at Banf. It is to be re-
gretted that the Association did not see
their· way to holding their first meeting in
the Northwest in the capital of the dis-
trict, as there can be no question in a
professional point of view, that Winnipeg,
for numergss reasons, posseses advantages
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for such a gathering that Bansff can have
no pretensions to. The very important,
though secoadary consideration, of seeing
places of interest, combining the pursuit
of knowledge and pleasure, right have
been readily arranged by fixing on Win-
nipeg as the meeting place of the associa-
tion and naking an excursion to the Pa-
cifie coast from there. Long before this
journal was establisled, we are informed,
the CanadaMedical Association desired to
hold their meeting in this city, but that
through the miserable jealousy of one or
two individuals, the wish was frustrated,
and if we were told aright in anything but
a creditable manner-Winnipeg was then
in its early infancy and professiosal
ethicsi somewhat loose in the observance-
but a very difierent feeling now prevails.
We have a young but vigorous Medico-
Chirugical Association and the decision of
the Canada Medical Association to hold
their annual meeting in the prairie capital
would receive the warm approvai and
cordial co-operation of the profession, not
only in Winnipeg, but thoughout the
Province and Northwest Territories, there
would be no fear of any hitch occurring
te prevent a meeting which the profession
here consider an event te be wnuch desired.
The assembling of the association at
Banff may prove of considerable benefit
te the publie at large. We have had
numerous enquiries from many parts of
the world as te the suitability of Banff
for varions affections, more particularly
for phthisical cases, and have taken much
pains to find out the general climatic con-
ditions prevailing there. A flying visiter
may be either fortunate in havincg excep-
tion tine weather, or correspondingly un-
fortunate in encountering sleet aid snow
storms daily, or mayhap a constant; driz-
zling rain, but as our investigations are
not yet completed, we therefore hesitate
te give any decided opinion, but so far
the evidence is adverse to Banff as a res-
idence for invalids, more especially for all
ohest or throat affections. To the strong
and robust-the alderman replete with
turtle soup and venison-the artist in
search of scenic effects, and last though
net leaEt, te those who desire a hot bath
prepared in nature's caldron of no very
specific mineral character, Eanff offerg

every induceiert to visit. It will be
very short-sighted for those interested i
the development of the place to assume
for it virtues it does not possess. If
European medical isen are induced te
send patients there on false representation
as to the curative influence of either its
chimate or its waters and find themselves
disappointed in such results, such injury
will accrue to Banff as will prove dillicult
te repair. The wild mountain scenery,
the altitude of the situation, Q other
other inherent attractions, are sufficient
to invite the tourist, without claiming for
the place adventitious of which it is not
possessed, In a future issue, we hope te
give an exhaustive description of Banff,
considered in the light of a residential
place for invalids.

MEDICAL CANVASS[NG.

[The following editorial of the leading
English Medical journal voices the present
feeling of the profession in this matter.
A small subscription qualifies for the
governorship of a hospital. But the
humiliation of educated professional men,
whose services are the life of the institu-
tion, being conpelled to seek the support
of governor when comsing forward as a
candidate for appointnent on the NIedical
staff, is intolerable, and the fact of any
candidate se doing, should be a bar te his
succesý.-En. M. N. W. L.]

"We must again enter our protest
against the system of canvassing electors
and governors for medical appointments
te hospitals and publie institutions which
is still in vogue in country towns, and also,
we regret te say, in London. Some of
our readers have tried it, and know what
it meaus beyond a waste of tine and
roney, whi:h can often be ill afforded.
Then, again, the governor of a hospital
are unusually unable to judge as te the
special fitness of a candidate for the vacant
post, the meaning of medical terms and
the distinction between those of a similar
souna being unknown to them. Moreover,
they do not understand the duties con-
nected with the post which they propose
to fill, or the value of the appointments
whicçh iaving been previosliy .held by
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the candidates, qualify for such a post.
We venture to state that there are few
hospitals the governors of which
take sufficient trouble to visit even
the out-patient department and see
the work done there, or follow
a surgeon's visit and see what it
means for good. They attend occa-
sionalboard meetings, some of theau
even with regularity; they may look
into a ward and speak to the sister,
a nurse, or a favourite patient; their
name is on the list of governors of
the place; they subscribe to its funds;
they fLel that they have done what
is expected of them. A vacancy
occurs amongst- the staff, and a friend
writes: 'Support so-and-so, heisa nephew
of mine;' a Royal persouage writes, or
one whose influence is great, and the vote
goes accordingly; besides, it saves trouble.
We would not say that there are not some
who do consider the patients as well as
themselves; but, alas, tlhey are few. The
right te elect gives them an increased sense
of importaice, and *the do not appreciate
their own relative igi:orance of the qual-
ifcations of the candidetes. The medical
men attached to the hospital are undoubt-
edly the best judges, and it should be left
te them te recommend for the election,
the committee still retUining the actual
power te elect, carvassing being forbidden.
ThiE method is empîoyed at most of the
large London hospitals, and works admir-
ably. The staff areas jealous of the honor
of the hospital as tiie iost enthusiastic of
governors, and are scuch better judges
in every way of the/muerits of tieir future
colleague. It seensto us derogatory to
the dignity of the profe'sion that members
thereof should be compelled to visit and
extol, to gentlemen net in touch with the
mnedical sciences, the numerous perfections
possessed by the visitor-that is, if op-
portunity be given of doing so. We
must leave it te the profession te see that
the opportunities of similar evefsts occur-
ring are dimsini3hed, for its menbers will
have te take the first step in bringing
homse the truth of the natter to the
governing bodies of the institutions where
this system of canvassing, seo humi-
liating te men of high principle, is still
extant.

AUTOPSY OF THE LATE EMPEROR
OF GERMANY.

The report of the autopsy on the body
of the late Emperor of Germany has bean
translated and published by the Briish'
Medical Journal. It is as follows a

"Schloss Friedrichskron, June 16, 1888.
-In the neck there is a stitched-up linear
wound 6.; centimetres long, with rather
dry edges, on the right side of which is
situated a fßat, pale protuberance, 2 centi-
metres high 1.5 wide, and 0-5 thick. In-
side the wound is a large quantity oi cet-
ton-wool with bismuth, after the removal
of which a navity is left measuring 5 centi-
metres in depth and almost as much in
length, the opening of which, after removal
of the stitch, gapes to the extent of about
2j centinietres. Moreover, the edges of
the wound are tolerahly hard,rather aaised,
and moderately tense. An incision was
next made in the middle of the sternum
and from thence carried subcutaneously
upward on the right by the side of the
wound in the neck up to the incision made
over the carotidartery on the occasion of'
the injection. An incision made through
the nodule above mentioned reveuled a
faintly reddish and, in the deeper parts,
rather whitish, mode, ately compact tissue,
from which a whitish juice escaped àn
scraping. The nodule was situated in the
skin and partly in the subcutaneous tissue,
but the underlying muscles were entirely
free.

"A similar incision was next made on
the lef t side. Here also the muscles on
the lateral-parts were normal, but in the
upper parts they were very tense. Im-
mediately.in front of the larynx there was
a large tumor on the left side, in the deeper
parts of which a mnedullary-looking infil-
tration was seen.

"On more extensive exposure'of ,the
thorax, considerable ossification of the first
rib on the left side became visible. On
opening the chest, the lungs,' which were
pale grey, filled the pleural sacs almost
completely and covered the heart. On
the left side could be seen several small
prominences, beneath which could be felt
hard nodules covered with layers of loose
connective tissue. Only atone placenear
the anterior border, there was a fairly well-:
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defined.lobular polygonal area, with dull,
rather uneven surface. The left lung, on
being pulled out, appeared outwardly quite
healthy at its posterior, lower, and upper
aspects; it was everywhere full of air,
down to the lowest fringes of the lower
lobe, close aboave the diaphragm.

"Very sliglt hypostatic congestion; the
collopsed patches in the base contained
dilated bronchial tubes, partly surrounding
which were layers of extravasated blood.
On section, a large numilber of foci were
found in the interior of the lobe, most of
which showed much hmeinorrhagic intiltra-
tion round.about, and presented a granular
surface on.section, whiie in the centre was
a. large number.)f smaller yellowish-white
nodules arranged -in groups. In some
places the foci were of the size of a pea,
and contained material resembling pus; in
others the wlole mass was still solid.
Scattered'throughout the upper lobe were
found similar very pale foci, in which a
large number of small yellowish nodules
were closely packed together.
, ln -the. foci in the anterior border,

wheh have already been Yentioned, very
thick eiscolored clots were found ineide
tþe much-dilated bronchial tubes, while
the neighboring parts showed thickenirng
of the'connective tissue. On slitting up
the bronchial tubes in the lower lobe,
they were found dilated throughout, with
thickened walls, the mucous membrane
lying in longitsdinal folds; inside were
discolored debris.
. "On the right side precisely similar

conditions existed, The apex was per-
fectly free ; but at the posterior and lower
part of the lung almost the same condi-
tions of collapse, together with punerous
small foci, were found, and similar brou-
chiectases. In the pleural sacs there were
no further contents. In taking out the
larnyx, the incision was carried imne-
diately in front of the vertebral column
and just behind the esophagus. In the
anterior mediastinim a fair amount of
fatty -tissue was found ; the glands were
slightly reddened, but otherwise un-
changed. The larnyx and æsophagus were
exposed and ligatured. On the left side
of..the neck, close to the jugular vein, was
a.. lymphatic gland about as large as a
pigeons egg, which in its interior showed

a melullary-look ing, partly yellowish spot.
On slitting up the esophagus there was
found, immediately behind the cricoid
cartilage, a collection of brownish and
whitish membranes; on pushing these
aside, no trace of perforation was found.
Epiglottis large, smooth; edge normal.

"The ary-epig!ottic ligaments, especially
the left, somewhat swollen, ædematous,
but without ulceration. The space at the
back between the arytenoid cartilages
rather deep, but also free from ulceration.
Just at the base of the epiglottis on the
left side there was a medullary nodule as
large as a cherry; near it was a smoother
one, and still more externally some smaller
(younger) ones. In addition to this there
was a large surface, nine centinetres in
length, covered througiout with gangren-
ous shreds. The lower edge was formed
by the trachea. From that point te the
thyroid cartilage no cartilaginous structure
was found, nor othser tissue of the trachea.

"Of the thyroid cartilage itself only the
upper portions of the wings,'together with
the cornua, were found. The distance of
the lower end of the tracheal wound from
the lower end of the sulcer measured two
centimetres and a quarter. This lower
edge was moderately clean-cut, extending
through the mucous membrane, and pre-
senting below snall gray granulations,
which covered an area of about balf a
centimetre. Then followed normal mucus
membrane over the still existing tracheal
rings. In the tissue of the still existing
part of the trachea there was no evidence
of cicatrizatior., but purely normal condi-
tions. Ilerewith the examination of the
body ended, and the latter was seen up in
the most careful maner.

"The microscopie changeï observed
were summed up by Drs. Waldeyer and
Virchow as follows :-Cancerous destruc-
tion of the larnyx, with secondary dis-
ease of a rather large lymphatic gland at
the Io- er part of the left side of the neck,
and a cutancous nodule on the right side
near the wound. CEsophagus unaffected.
Inflammatory destruction of the upper
portion of the windpipe and the neighbor-
ing parts. Numerous bronchiectases,
with putrid contents. Near these, bron-
cho-pneumonic suppurating gangrenous
patches."
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(Signed)
• - COUNT STOLBERG-WERNIGELODE,

MORELL MACIENZIE, LEUTHOLD,
T. MARK HOVELL, YVON BEBRGMANN,
VON WEGNER, VIRCHOW,
BARDELEBEN, WALDEYER,

BRAMANN.

The following is the report of Professor
Virchow and Professor Waldeyer on the
microscopic examination of sections from
the body of the late lEmperor Frederick:

"1. The larger nodule àt the base of
the epiglottis shows, on the outaide, still
unchauged mucous membrane with cylin-
der epithelium, but in the intérior an
alveolar structure, with epidermoidal con-
tents. The cells of the latter are large
and highly developed; concentrically ar-
ranged cell-groups were not observed.

"2. The cutaneous nodule on the right
side of the wound in the neck is covered
with extremely attenuated, but otherwise
unchanged, epidermis; the cancerous pro-
liferation reaches close to the surface ;
its chief developient is situated in the
deeper parts, where also, here and there,
'negts,' with a concentric arrangement of
cells, occur. Some normal constituents,
such as sweat-glands, are to be seen be-
tween 'the cancerous matter.

' 3. The lymphatic gland on the left
side of the neck shows the highest degree
of change. The normal structure bas dis-
appeared, and is replaced by a loose alve-
olar tissiue, the spaces of which are closely
filled with epidermoidal cells having large
nuclei ; many of these cells possess smali,
bristle-like fringes (Burstensaume.)

" 4. The contents of the bronchial tubes
correspond exactly in their composition
with the description given by the under-
signed Professor Virchow: (in bis repoi t
of May 19th of the present year) on the
solid particles found in the expectoration.
Moreover, in certain places, a more abun-
dant collection of small, bright, fat glo-
bules, like the globules in milk, was ob-
serv ed.

" 5. In the foci in the lungs were found
thick clusters of pus cells, but no cancer
cells.' The natural alveolar structure
was still perfectly distinct."

(Signed) RUDOLPH VIRCHoW,
WILHELM WALDEYER.

TREATMENT OF TYPHOID FEVER,

In compliance with the request of, the
Sydney Board of H ealth, Dr. W. Pierce,
inedical superintendent of the Coast Hos-
pital, bas reported upon the treatment of
cases of otyphoid fever, of which the rate
of mortality during the first five months
of the present year bas been unusually
low. Dr. Pierce, in bis memorandum,
states that, in cases received within the
first ten days of the disease, calomel (thrze
to five grains) is admiiiistered ; and after
that acetanilide, in five grain doses, when-
ever the temperature exceeds a certain
point 101° to 103°) up te six or eighrtimes
in,the twenty-four hours. The effect of-
this is to cause a fall of temperature in
about forty minutes, attaining its min-
imum in from two to four hours, with
concomitant fall ina the pulse and respira'
tion rates, with decreasE of arterial tension
and profuse sweating. The tendency te
delirium is diminished, and there is a "re-
markable feeling of ease and repose, which
appears partly to depend on the production
of a certaitu amount of peripheral
anæsthesia." When the effect of the drug
passes off, the temperature often rises
with great rapidity. He considers this
treatment to have many advantages over
cold bathing. He bas given the drug
continuously for several weeks, and bas not
found it contraindicated, eyen when there
were cardiac complications. It renders
the course of the fever milder, but it may
not lessen the duration of the disease.
In all cases where it is freely given there
is liability to occasional cyanosis of ex-
tremities and face, with irregular pulse.
Alcohol was given very sparingly, and
generally only in cases of failing heart;
Dr. Pierce thinks that the prolonged use
of alcohol is very injurious. He also de-
scribes the measures employed to combat
the various complications.

MISCELLANEOUS.

THE TREATMENT OF SLEEPLESBNEB.-
Recipes for sleeplessness continue to pre-
sent themselves. A fortnight ago we dis.
cussed the suggestion of a sufferer fremn
this uncomfortable symptom who relied
upon a species of artificial dreaming aaý



46 Nfanitoba, Northwest and British Colwrnbia Lancet

means of reiiefL Another of the saine un-
fortunate class has found the following to
be an effectial remedy in his own case.
After taking a deep inspiration he holds
his breath till discomfort is felt, then re-
peats the process a second and a ,third
time. As a rule, this is "..ough to pro-
cure sleep. A slight degree of asphyxia
is thus relied on as a soporific agent, but
the theoretical correctuess of this method
is somewhat open to question. Certainly
there is proof to show that the daily ex-
penditure of oxygen is most active during
the waking period, and that nightly sleep..
appears to coincide with a period of de-
ficient tissue of oxygenation. It is: at
least as probable, lowever, that other in-
fluences are associat-d with the produc-
tion and timely recurrence of sleep besides
that just referred to. This plan, more-
over, however effectua] and beneficial in
the case of its author, is not without its
disadvantages. The tendency of deficient
oxygenation is to increase blood pressure
and to slow the heart's action. With a
normúal organ, as an occasional occurrence
this might not be of much. consequence.
If, however, the impeded hi-art should
also be eifeebled by disease, the experi-
nient might be repeated once too often.
Another couibatant in the strugglevith
insomnia lays down a series of rules, for
the mîost part very sensible, te which ho
pins his faith. Considering that the chief
causes of sleeplessness are mental worry
and the want of a due anount of exercise
and fresh air, he advises his fellcw suffer-
era te observe the ordinary rules of
hygiene relating te such m-tatters, to take
food and drink in uoderation, and to
avoid of an evening the use of tea, coffee
and tobacco. In dealing with severe
nervous irritation froi mental or physical
work, lie has found a daily rest an almost
essential prelude to sleep at niglit. Thus,
he treats of sleeplessness rather as a ten-
dency requiring constitutional remedies
than a symiptom of mere brain excitation.
There is muc-h te be said for his theory
and means of treatmuent.-LonJon Lancet.

THE DANuERs OF ANTIPYRIN. - Th,
antipyrin craze is one of the most remark-
able in a. medical sense during the present.
century. The drug was found to act very
promptly in a certain roportion of cases

in relieving pain and reducing tempera-
ture. As far as pain is concerned, how-
ever, its effects are very uncertain. After
its introduction, it soon became exceed-
ingly popular with the profession, and is
now used by many indiscriminately in all
cases where there is pain, high tempera-
ture, or a tendency towards convulsions,
or any combination of these conditions.
The infection has reached the general
publie, and the victims of headaches, and
backaches, and, in fact, all ku.nds of aches,
-roud of their, knowledge of therapeutics
frecently attained, frequently buy their
own supplies, and take the drug freely in
scruple doses. It has beenfund that its
use is frequently accom-opanied with very
grave danger, and the conclusion naturally
follows that it should never be adm nis-
tered without carèful consideration.- It
is especially dangerous, as has been well
pointed out by the "Alienist and
"Neurologist," when there is organic
embarrassament of either heart, longs, or
kidneys. We fear that a large number
of piysicians give large and frequently
repeated doses to reduce the temperature,
or reliev-, pain, without taking any
trouble Mr'ascertain the causes giving rise
to such symptoms. Our advice would be,
wlen your patient is close to the border
line between this world and the niext,
bIewar-, lest your big doses of antipyrin
turri the scale the wrong way.-Canadian
Practitioner.

DANGERs oF A TIsEPTIo8.-Senger Dr.)
M. J., May 19, 1888,) lias proved by ex-
perimuents on dogs and rabbits that the
antiseptic agents generally employed are
liable to cause de-generation of the kidneys.
He iniected into perfectly haalthy animals
corrosive sublimate, carbolic acid, etc., in
o:ie-twelfth the quantity necessary te kill
them. Then on extirpation of one kiJney
lie found in all cases, on microscopical ex-
amination, glomerulo-nephritis. Hle also
found fatty degeneration of the liver,
spleen, the heart-muscle, etc. The various
antiseptie agents were found to be inju
rions in different degrees, -corrosive subli-
mate being the most dangerous, then the
others in tIe following order: iodoforn
carbolie acid, salicylie acil, boric acid.'
These observations especially enforce thé.:
importance of avoiding the use of antisep-
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tics in the abdominal cavity, or in other
large cavities under conditions favorable
to absorption. Steri!ized water or a tive
per cent. chloride of sodium solution
should be substituted for use in the per-
itoneui. Senger bas shown that the salt
solution in î.o way injures the organs, and
that itpossesses moderate antiseptic power,
killing the streptococcus pyogenes aureus
in twenty-eight minutes.

CHLoRATE OF PoTASH AS A POISON.-
Chlorate of potash is a medicine well
known and largely used by the public,
and very generally recommended by the
profession. A box of tablets fits nieely
in a vest pocket, and a good quantity of
these tablets can be taken in a day. Few
appear to know, or at least realize the
fact that chlorate of potash is a poison.
Jacobi, of New York, lias protested
very strongly against the indiscriminate
administratio:~'of this drug, and has
reported eleven • deaths from its use.
Peabody, of New -York, in the Medical
Record of July 21st, has reported two
deaths. Among the symptomos of poison-
ing are obstinate vomiting, severe in-
testinal paies, suppression of urine,
febleness of the heart and dyspena. It
bas proved fatal in single dli oýf
four drr.chms to an ounce, but such Luses
are rare. The more common dangers are
associated with its too general use in the
forn of tablets, by its effects especially on
the blood, kidneys and heart. According
to Jacobi a child one year old should not
take more than one scruple in twenty-four
hours, and an adult no more than one and
a half to two dr-achuis in the saine time.

CASE OF BESTIALIT.-A singular case
of this kind bas been reported to the
Societe de Medecine legale de France by
a physician Of Orleans (Annail. d'hyg.
publ), who desires to conceal his name.
The physician was called to a iale do-
mestic servant, aged eighteen or nineteen
years, who was suffering from a large
wound in the anue, which had bled pro-
fusely. The wound was about two inches
long and was oi thn nature of a large rup-
ture of one aide of the anus. After much
hesitation the boy confessed that for some,
tme beÈore he had frequently permitteda large, strong spanieltg byec iò

with him. The connectio-a had been,
until the last occasion, unattended by
injury. On this occasion, however, the
boy having beei called in the middle of
the act and afraid of being surprised by a
visit from his master, endeavored to de-
tach himself as speedily as possible from
the dog. This was rendered difficult by
the non.collapse of the large swelling to-
ward the base of the dog's penis, which
was grasped within the anus. The boy,
however, in spite of the cries of the dog
and his own suffering. contrived finally to
separate himself forcibly fromn the dog,
but not without producing the large rup.
ture of the anus referred to.

Naw WAT OF PRESERVING TEE DEAD.-
The Philadelphia Ledger, July 26 says :
" A Pittsburg physician, naued Cooper,
bas just applied for a patent on a process
to preserve human bodies by coopression.
By a curious conmbination of steel presses
sud hotrollershe excludes all the moisture
and reduces a full-grown body to a very
smal size, 12 by 15 inches, rendering it
as hard and imperishable as marbie. He
bas made several experiments with perfect
success. The doctor aed others who have
investigated the process think it will
supersede cremation, as bodies thus
preserved are not only offensive, but can
be made to assume various oraamental
chapes and be kept in the parlnr or else-
where as 'constant reminders of the
departed. The doctor bas on his center-
table the remains of a child pressed into
the form of e cross. It resembles the
purest narble, is highly ornamental, and
perfectly odorless. The inventor proposes
to place a large number of spe-cimens on
exhibition in a few days. A company
will be formed to pusli the inve'ion."

HfOMsEPATRY.--Prof. Bartholow, in his
address on medicine, delivered to the last
meeting of the American Medical Associ-
ation, pays his respects to homoopathy in
the following language :-"Left to its own
course, homeopathy has practically died
out on the continent. The success of such
wretched puerilities, such inauities as the
homoeopathic practice consista of, does
more to lower the position ' medical
profession than any other' yuse. The
faSe ttitier1 ublished asfacts; aepte.î
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as true, and passing unchallenged, are at
this moment doing an almost incredible
amount of mischief." Crime is progres-
sive. Step by step the victim is led on
till conscience is seared, every moral sense
is irresponsive, and the blackness ot dark-
ness possesses the soul. Homoopaths
have for years practised in this country;
under false representations-the most
successful riding all the isns and pathies
that can carry them into public favor.-
Omaha Clinic.

CONDURANG.-Professor Oser, of Vien-
na, who has been making trials of condu..
rango bark in carcinoma and other dis-
eases of the stomach, finds that it has an
excellent effect on the appetite and that
it relieves over-sensitiveness. Some pa-
tients can take it for months without any
unpleasant symptoms, while in others it
soon sets up nausea, which cannot be pre-
vented either by the simultaneous admin-
istration of correctives or by the employ-
ment of different preparations of the bark,
such as vinum or the liquor. Condurango
appears to Professor Oser to deserve a
place in our materia medica as a symto-
matic remedy, but as to its exerting any
specific action on malignant disease, he
still holds to his own dictum that the only
hope of cure in cancer of the stomach by
means of drugs lies in the possibility of a
mistaken diagnosis.-Jour. Arm. Med.
Assoc.

EXPLosIVE MIXTURE.-A serious acci-
dent happened in Topeka, Kansas, on the
morning of August 14th, when Dr. IPetlor,
a-veterinary surgeon, attempted to powder
in an iron mortar a quantity of saltpetre
and sulphur. On striking the mixture
with.an iron pestle 'a violent explosion
took place, ahattering the mortar and re-
sulting. besides serious damage to prop-
erty, in the' woundirig of the operator,
whose left hand was completely blown off,
the right hand pierced and mutilated, and
a leg and other parts of the body lacerated.
Several other persons were more or less
seriously injured and a horse on the oppo-
site side of the street was wounded.

DR. LoVELAND, (Cincinnati Lancet
Clinic) says: In America "Doctor" is a
promiscuous title. The preacher is a doc.

tor. The school principal is a doctor.
The family physician is a doctor. The
patent medicine man is a doctor. The
dentist is a doctor. The veterinary sur-
geon is a doctor. The extractor oi corns,
bunions, and ingrowing toe nails, .without
pain or loss of blood, is a doctor, id' o
on. This is a free country. In foreign
countries this is not allowed. In, Ger-
manv an American dentist bas just been:
fined for placing doctor. on his cards.
May the good work begun there cross the.
ocean and invade this. country.

TREATMENT OF PNEUMNIA.-In the
good old days when the accumulation of
a winter's debris in the blood was drawp
off by way of the medio-basilic vein, when
pneumonia patients were placed in a sit-
ting posture and bled till they fell over,
the mortality rate in this disease was one
in three. When phlebotomy was changed
for emetics and purgatives, only about one
in four succiimbed. Liter the "do-no-
thing plan" reduced the mortality to
abo'it 15 per cent. ; and, following this,
the supportive treatment has reduced the
death rate in uncomplicated cases to less
than five per cent.-Science News.

TINCTURE OF GUAIAC, A SENSIVE RE-
AGENT FOR Pus.-The urine is filtered and
a little of the reagent poured over
the moist filter, a beautiful blue color is
produced in presence of pus. Moderate
warming favors whilst excessive heat en-
tirely prevents the reaction. Reducing
agents and caustic alkalies also prevent it.
Saliva, nasal mucus, and milk also give
the reaction although not so intense.-
Vitali (Bollet. Farm.) Rundsci., p. 531.

CHLoRoFORM.-Chloroform not only
hinders the development of micro-organ-
isms, but also brings about. their destruc-
tion. Thus a stinking nieat broth shaken
up with a few drops of chloroform, at the
end of an hour was quite sterile.-Amer-
ican Journal of Pharmacey,

HELBINGFORS MEDICAL SCHooL-The
surgical clinic, which is -still in its
old and inconvenient premises, is under
the care of Prof. Saltzmann. The dress-
ing chiefly used is moss, a very useful and,
in Finland, economical material. The rel.
sults obtàined are excellent.
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