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Original Comuunications.

CHARLATANISM.
BY GEORGE GRENIER, M.D.

Translated from L’ Unien M.dicale du Canada, by Thos. R.
Dupius, M.D,, etc., Kingston.
Conclnded.

Having shown the improprieties and dangers
arising from the use of secret remedies, we shall
now resume the subject of French legislation on
this matter, and proceed to point out the advan-
tages which this country would derive from the
adoption of that system. The measures applied
in France are certainly very efficacious and strike
at the root of the evil, and it would be well for us
to put forth our strongest efforts to obtain similar
acts from our legislature.

¥ we are not quite satisfied that the time has
fully arrived for the suppression of all these secret
remedies that are kept on hand ready prepared,
and recommended for the cure of so many diseases,
we ought, at least, to deprive them of their mys-
terious character, as it is from this, chiefly, thac
most of their popularity arises. The JAledical and
Surgical Reporter of Philadelphia has for a long
time past, been publishing formulas of these
medicines, which were obtained cither from
analysis, or from the patent office.  To those ac-
quainted with the nature of these compounds, it is
scarcely conceivable how men can be such fools
as to go to the trouble of obtaining patents undey
different names, for mixtuses of which the com-
position is, generally, so nearly alike. Parties
who do so must have their minds made up to ob-
tain their living by imposture, or else they must be
\v'a.olly ignorant of the simplest rudiments of the
| sclence of medicine.  We will suppose, for charity

sake, that most of them are in the Jatter condition,

Those having seen some of their friends restored
to health under the use of some particular remedy
—it may have been either by its influence, or by
the ois medicatrix nature—at once suppose that
they have made a grand discovery, and really de-
cewve themselves, while they are deceiving others
in respect to it.

The only argument of any weight that can be
brought forward in defence of our actual systen is,
that it may be convenient for families, and especi-
ally those which are situated at a distance from
centres of population, to have a variety of simple
remedies within reach, to which they can easily
have recourse in sudden attacks of disease.

We admit this to be true, but at the same time
affirm, that patent medicines fulfil that requirement
very imperfectly indeed.  For, in the first place, it
is extremely difficult to make a judicious choice
among them, on account of their all being pro-
claimed sovereign remedies for nearly all diseases,
with a view of increasing their sale; and in the
next place it is uncertain and indemonstrable
whether they possess the powers attributed to
them or not, because their composition is un-
known. All unknown medical compounds are
potentially dangerous, and therefore the com-
munity should be protected against them.

If we cannot deprive people of the privilege of
buying such remedies, we might at least compel
the manufacturers of them, to place the names of
the ingredients, of which they are composed, upon
their labels. Public opinion would, by this means,
be enabled to exercise such a degree of control
over them, that the entirely useless and injurious
ones would ultimately disappear.

Persons who are in the habit of physicking
themselves with these sort of remedies, and per-
sons living in retired places who believe it neces-
sary to have such at hand, would not be deprived
of them by the foregoing arrangement.

Those who are fond of frictiviz could have frig-
tion still, with Radway’s Relief or Pain Killer.

Were the possibility of obtaining patents for
their pretended discoveries taken from those parties,
whose branch of industry is speculating in the ills
of humanity, as it should be, they could still avail
themsclves of their trade-narks to protect their
merchandise. Of course this measure would be
unpalatable to such gentlemen, inasmuch as «
would notably dirainish the amount of their profits.
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Once the nature of the materials entering into |
their compeunds were known, the value which,
their mysterious character invests them with would
be lost.

We do not male the above propusition with a
view of favoring the cxistence of such remedies at
all, but as a middle cotursc that weuld have the!
cffect of evpelling dangerous remcedies, and di-
minishing the sale, as much as the customs of the |
country will permit, of those which cannot yet be
entirely prohibited. To give effect to any law in-
terfering in this matter as we have recommended,
severe penalties, in the shape of fines and impri-
sonment, would need to be inflicted on those who
refused to comply with its requirements, or who
practised deception with regard to the nature of
their compounds.

In concluding this part of our subject we may
add that we consider it desirable to put an end to
the obscene advertisements that defile many of
our newspapers, and which thus distribute among
families subjccts of thought, of which, it were
better they should be always iznorant. Itis im-
possible to regard, without fediings of indigvation,
the fact of otherwise respectalle journals polluting
their columns with advertisume.nts really criminal !
Do their proprictors ever reflect on the awful con-
sequences for which they are respunsible to society,
and still more to God ?  But there is a very easy
and practicable method of putting an end to these
revolting abuses.

Let the Federal Government prohibit the trans-
mission by mail of all papers containing these in-
famous advertisements, and they will seon disap-
pear.  In reference to this matter our neighbors
are in advance of us, for at the last sessivn of the
U. S. Congress, an act was passed of which the
following are the prominent features ;- -

The first clause enacts that, “ Whoever sells,
“lends, gives, or shows, or offirs to publish any
* obscene book, pamphlet, advertisement, circular,
‘“image, model. instrument, or other object of an
“immoral nature, or any medi- ine for procuring
“abortion, or advertises such things for sale ; or
“shall write or print. or cause to be written or
“printed any advertisement whatever, that shall
* make known, when or how or from whom, or in
“what way any of the above objects can be ob-
“ tained, manufactured, or printed for such pur-
‘ poses, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and |
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“ shall, upon conviction thereof, be imprisoned iy
“ penitentiary for not less than six months, ngy
*“more than five years, or shall pay a fine of ny
*less than $roo, nor more than S2,000.”

The second’clause prevents the transmission of
the above objects by mail ; and makes whoeve
forwards or reccives them liable to be fined not
less than $10o0, nor more than $5,000, or to be
imprisoned at hard labor for not less than one

year nor more than ten, or to undergo both penal. &

ties, at the discretion of the judge.
The third clause prohibits the importation of {

these articles, and empowers the custom house L

officers to scize them.

By the fourth clause every employer of the Gov-
ernment who allows the law to be violated is made
punishable by the penalties enumerated in the
second clause.

The fifth clause empowers all district judges to
issue, on affidavit being made, a warrant to secarch
for, seize and destroy any of the objects aforesaid.

This stringent enactment produced the desired
effect; and the next day after its adoption all
immoral advertisements were either suppressed, or
wholly deprived of their offensive features. And
why should we not obtain similar results here ?

Persons ignorant of the enormous traftic carried
on in those mticles of a criminal nature, cannot

adequately estimate the immense good to public -§

morality which would accrue to us from the agop-
tion of a similar statute. We are informed by the

N. V. Medical Recie, that Anthony Comstock, #

of Brooklyn, in « letter to one of the members of
Congress, enumerated the following articles as
seized by him alone, in the space of a few months:
Obscene images and photographs, more than 182,
000 ; books and pamphlets of the same nature,
more than g tous; obscene songs and catalogues,
more than 21,000 ; watches, pen-knives, and rings,

more than 5,000 ; steel, copper, and wooden
plates, more than 1,000 ; stereotypes for obscene

books, more than 5 tons; obscene playing cards,
from 5,500 to 6,000 ; articles made of India-rub-
ber, of an immoral nature, more than 30,000 ; lead
moulds for the same, more than 700 pounds;
newspapers, nearly 4,600 ; letters inquiring for the
above articles. nearly 15,000 ; also in three months
5o arrests, and 13,000 names obtained of persors

t who trafficked in the foregoing.

The infamous dealers in this obscene merchan-
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Physicians are, by the nature of their

whom advertisements could be safely sent, werelsociet)', and hence for the honor of their profession,
kept ready prepared as articles of commerce, and ;they ought not to be inferior to any in education.
bougirt and sold ; and fraudulents advertisements | If they would <ccure the respect which ought to be
were resorted to by many as a means of Lringing | an accompaniment of their titles, both their special

their books and other articles before the publi. ,and gener-!

wtainments should be equal to the

One dealer was in the habit of advertising that for ; high pesitior in society which they occupy. So-
fity cents he would send an album, and when  ciety, moreover, very properly demands that those
any one forwarded this amount, he received, by ;who are gu.rdians of the public health, should

return of mail, a catalogue of obscene books, and :

anote informing him that the album was only a

possess such qualifications as fit them for the ful-
filment of this important missivn.  And the more

pretext to furnish him with this catalogue; butifully society is satisfied that physicians possess

that if he wished to purchase any of the books
enumerated therein, the sum he had sent would be
placed to his credit. Sometimes an engraving of
a celebrated person or renowned place was made
the cloak under which were sent indecent pictures,
catalogues of obscene books, and various other
articles intended for immoral practices and for pro-
curing abortions.

We have no reason to doubt that this infamous
traffic is carried on in Canada on a large scale.
We, ourselves, are acquainted with several peisons
who have been the recipients of some of those
obscene books. The Royal Mail is thus employed
in scattering the seeds of the most loathesome im-
morality amongst the cities, towns, and rural dis-
tricts of our fair country |  And will the govern-
ment with an efficacious remedy on its own hand,
and one that has been adopted in other countries,
not endeavor to apply it, but remain indifferent m
the face of these revolting abuses? How much
longer shall we suffer a condition of things so
utterly prejudicial to both the moral and material
interests of our population ?

We have extended these considerations of char-
latanism to a much greater length than we antici-
pated ; bLut the subject is of such importance, that
we feel confident of the pardon of our readers,
though we pursue it even a little further.

It remains for us now to decide upon the best
means of ridding the medical profession of the
parasites that are devouring it, and of protecting
society against the various lu.alers and charlatans,
whose disastrous proceedings we are, to a certain
extent, witnessing every day.

To accomplish tnis desirable object, weneed n
the first place professional instruction, secondly,

such qualifications, the more unreserved will be its
confidence in them, and the clearer will become
the dividing lines between them aad the ignorant
empirics.

Everything which elc,ates the standing of the
medical profession, must, thercfore, have a ten
dency to repress Charlatanism. TFar be the thought
from us, that the existing body of medical men
lack the necessary qualifications for the perform-
ance of their onerous duties. Thanks to the
clergy, and to many devoted Jaymen, the Province

1ot Quebec is well furnished with places for superior

instruction, whence the youth can draw the prin-
ciples of truth and virtue, at the same time that
they are receiving a substantial and brilliant edu-
cation. Thanks also to the devotedness of our
ancestors, the existing generation of medical men
have been able to acquire in our Medical Colleges,
sufiicient knowledge for the exercise of theur pres
fession, and such a course of training as, (if the
difflculties of the task and the means placed at
their disposal are taken into consideration), it muet
be acknowledged, could not have been made
better. For, if in France, England and Germany.
where dassical and professional education are so
complete, they are still endeavoring to make them
more perfect, it would be astonishing if in 2 coun-
try as young as ours, there were not chisms to be
filled up, errors to be abolished, progress to be
realized. I order that physicians may be equal to
their high position, and may by broader views and
superior ideas be distinguished from charlatans, it
is necessary, abine all things, that cvery one in
tending to fill a physicians station, should undergo
a rigid and thorough course of preliminary train

ing. The general opinion of the profession at

instruction of the people, and finally, legal prohi- present is, that the existing system under which
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Universities receive their pupils, is liable to serious
abuses, and that it should be reformed in such a
manner as to allow a body representing the whole
profession, to exercise the power of subjecting pro-
fessional aspiranis to a thorough examination.
And further, many arc of opinion that the medical
examinations should be conducted before a board
composed partly of the profession at large, and
partly of the professors at the Universities.  Rival-

ing the standard of medical education, would not
be destroyed by this system; on the contrary it
would excite ia professors a spirit of emulation
which would manifest itself by efforts to draw from
their pupils proofs of the superiority of their teach:
ing. For that final examination a knowledge of
certain branches that are not yet included in the
course of instruciion prescribed by law, should be
required, as Hygiene, Histology, Pathology, Prac-
tical Chemistry, Practical Medicine, and an exten.
sion of the time devoted to some others, especially
Clinics.  Most of the Universities have shown
their appreciation of the utility of this course, inus-
much as they have adopted it of their own accord.

During the twenty-five years since the founding
of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Lower
Canada, the circumstances of the country have un-
dergone so great a change, that this institution no
longer answers the wants of the profession and the
public. The indifference of the profession in re-
gard to it is nearly complete.

Tor a long time back hardly any person would
become members of a body without power or life,
and it is very probable that in a short time it will
become entirely defunct for want of knowledge to
adopt such wmeasures as would quicken it with a
renewed vitality. It needs to be reorganized on a
broader basis, and so constituted that every physi-
cian shall be compelled, both by his own interests,
and by the law, to become a party in it; and toit,
then, should Le given the control of both the
classical and medical education of every one that
aspires to become 2 member of our noble profes-
sion. Let the Province be divided into districts,
and let each district clect one representative; let
the Universities on their part furnish a certain
sumber ; and we should then have a body full of
life and vigor, recetving at cach clection sufficient
new material to re-animate and re-juvenate it.

.

——

that of suspending or annulling the license of such
of its members as dishonor the profession ina
flagrant and public manner, that we may no longer
be disgraced by having to acknowledge as con-
freres those who degrade themselves by culpable
practices, or by the most bare-faced charlatanry;
and to prevent an abuse of these powers, let their
action, If deemed necessary, be guarded by mak-
ing it requisiz2 to obtain the approbation of the
Lieutenant-Governor in Council to ratify it, in
cases of this kind.

We shall not at present pursue the consideration
of this matter any further, although the foregoing
suggestions are warthy of being more fully de.
veloped ; we will observe, however, that such
measures as we have pointed out, would tend to
strengthen the guarantees given to the public by
the profession, and would place us in a position to
demand with increased authority, that society
should be more effectually protected. from the im-
posters who take advantage of public credulty.

The success of quackery depends upon the
credulity of mankind, and whence arises this but
from ignorance ? That people may be in a posi-
tion to judge of real knowledge, and appreciate
merit, they must receive a certain amount of in-
struction, for without this, they are left a prey to
all who from mercenary or other motives, seck to
allure and deceive them. OF a subject of such
vital importance to all as a knowledge of the me-
chanism and functions of the human body, and cf
the proper methods of maintaining their heaithy
action and remedying their derangements, the ma-
jority of persons are prodigiously ignorant.

It cannot be expected that every person should
study thoroughly these several subjects; but it
cannot be denied that it would be exceedingly
bencehicial for the great majority, at least, did they
possess correct opinions to guide them in their ef-
forts to preserve heaith of both body and mind.
Then why not introduce into our schools, and es-
pecially 1nto our colleges, an clementary work con-
taining such principles of human physiology and
hygiene as are necessary to be known by every-
body? Is not this study one of the most import-
ant in ameliorating the condition of men, and in
securing his well being?  And may we not go a
step further, and express what we firmly believe,
that if people were instructed in various branches

Let this body possess, amongst its other powers,

of medical knowledge we should see them less fre-
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quently caught by the baits of charlatans? We

are too apt to regard the science of medicine as a |

sanctuary into which the profane have no right to
enter. There are in medicine, of course, many

things which to a mind uninitiated into its myster- ;

ies would be incomprehensible ; but there are, on
the other band, many established and unquestion-
able truths, which any mind endowed with ordina-
1y faculties. could easily apprehend, and make the
rule of its conduct.

1s not alone to cure or relieve disease ; it should

extend itself to the protection of the public health.
and to the advancement of the welfare of the peo-

ple by instructing them in sanitary measures.

Furthermore, if we wish the people to be com-,

petent judges of the capacity of those who profess

to be able to relieve their sufferings, they must re-
ceive a certain amount of instruction to fit them
People estimate the value of,
, by unlicensed persons. should be immediately

for that position.
the skilful physician more highly in proportion to
their ability to appreciate his merit, and it is sel-
dom that those who possess a fair amount of
knowledge allow themselves to be imposed upon
by the pretentious ignoramus.

Hence the true physician has nothing to fear,
but all to gain from that instruction of the general
public, which will enable people to judge of his
capabilities, and appreciate the value of his ser-
vices.

The object of medical science

.ing in this ; and as it has deemed it necessary to
exact from those who would practice medicine
properly, guarantees which assume the form of
(lrcenses, it ought, bv all means, to protect the
health of its subjects against empirics, and all
cothers who set themselves up to practice the heal-
ing art without possessing the knowledge necessary
for it.

Is the law as it now exists sufficient?  Alas, by
what passes under our observation we learn, too
well, how much it leaves to be desired.  And does
this arise from an intrinsic defect of the law itself,
or from the indifference of those whose duty it is
jto see it executed? We Ulelieve that the two
causes are combined in rendering the law inopera-
tive. We requirea law strict, practical and clear,
and of such a nature that its execution would not
be virtually impossible.

All intermeddling in the treatment of diseases

restrained, and the unlawfully exercising of the
functions of a medical man, should be held to be
a misdemeanor, and should Dbe punished by
penalties of such severity as would sesure the res-
pect of the law.

The exclusive power to prosecute in cases of
violation of the law, possessed by the College of
Physicians and Surgeons should be taken from
them ; for the results obtained up to the present

By means of such instructions as we have sug-; time, show how imperfectly the work has been
gested, given in schools and colleges, by public.done. Their bureau haove so often ordered the
lectures, as well as by publications in the most: prosecutlon of charlatans, and so seldom united to
widely circulated journals, the education of the continue it to conviction and the execution of
people in these important matters, would at least l punishiment, that this negligence is patent to all.
be accomplished. The clergy, also, who happily ! I'The duty of searching out and prosecuting trans-
inthis country as elsewhere, march at the head of | gressors of the law, should devolve upon public
intellectual progress, could render important aid | officers, because the object aimed at is not the
in obtaining this result, were they inclined to do | protection of a particular class, but of society at
50. large. Every one injured should have the right of

We must not deceive ourselves, however, by |complaint against illegal practitioners. (My opin-
supposing that the means which we have just been |ion has long been that, to effectually cope with
mentioning would alone be sufficient to abolish quackery, every rerson should have the right to
all the evils arising from the knavery and impu. ;(.omp]am. and that the complainer should receive
dence of charlatans. We have already demon-a part of the fine, or other remuncranon, in the
Strated that man, in consequence of his sclf-love, ; same way as such is provided for in infringements
has a strong tendency to allow himself to be de- of the game laws, and liquor license laws. D.)
ceived by anyone who is cunning enough to ﬂatter What penalties would it be proper to inflict on
his tastes and desires with promises of any easy ‘charlatms> Formerly, in some cities they were
cure in his various ailments. The law alone !subjected to corporal punishment, in others they
Possesses the power to remedy the abuses originat- | were covered with disgrace. *“In Montpellier they
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had the power to take a quack do “or, if one|

should be so unfortunate as to stray thither, and
place him upon a poor miserable ass, with his face
turned towards its tail, and in this manner to
march him about through the whole city, to the
hooting of children and the jeers of the populace ;
to beat him and cast ordure upon him, to pull him
from side to side and to curse him.”-- (Tisset.
At present charlatans are punished by fine or im-
prisonment, or both as fixed by law, at the discre-
tion of the judge.

Whenever any person usurps the title of “Doc- |

tor” in connection with his illegally practising
medicine, for the purpose of obtaining the confi-
dence of the sick, he should be still more severely
punished. The fact of his having usurped this
title and led people to believe that he legally
possessed it, should of itself be reprehensible with-
out even requiring evidence of his having practised
illegally. A penalty of from $25 to $100 adjudged
against him, on a summary conviction before any
justice of the peace, would not be too severe for
the different violations.  Finally, armed with these
powers, and strong in the conviction of duty to be
fulfilled, the profession would become organized
throughout the country, into County Medical
Societies.

Should any medical man fail to connect himsel{
with the Society of his district, the fact alone of
his being unconnected, would be deemed sufficient
to seriously affect his professional honor ; inasmuch
as these associations would exist for the very pur-
pose of carefully removing *“‘gangrenous members
from the medical body,” and pointing out to public
notice those who are the opprobrium of that body,
for the first chastisement of such.

Furthermore, the members of these Societies,
occasionally breaking away from their scientific
pursuits, and comumunicating to one another the
various cases of illegal practice, would collectively
take means for their suppression.

Complaints thus signed by all the physicians of
a city, a district, or 2 county, would have a power-
ful influence with public tribunals, and would place
the matter above all suspicion of having been in-
stigated by any personal interests. Then these
deplorable evils, of which the people are the

" primary victims, would soon terminate, and the un-
sightly plague of Charlatanism gradually disappear.
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| OPERATION OF LITHOTOMY.

! BY A. HALFORD WALKER, M.D., DUNDAS, ONT.
Having been requested to publish the following
case, I do so with pleasure, as it may have the
"effect of inspiring many young practitioners like
1 myself with sufficient confidence to undertake im.
| portant operations, and thereby prevert their being
I obliged to send their patients to the larger centres,
where surgeons of more experience are to be ob-
tained, as I have done in two or three instances in
I the past ; but hope not to be necessitated to do so
in the future. Tor all operations of magnitude the
two chief requirements are a knowledge of the
parts, and self confidence ; the former of which
can be obtained by study, and the latter by prac-
tice, and operating whenever opportunity affords.
On December 7th, Mr. John P , aged sixty-
' one years, wood turner by trade, called at my of
fice, to be treated, as he termed it for gravel, show-
ing me two calculi, each as large as a pea, that he
' had passed the previous day accompanied with a
" great deal of pain, informing me that he had passed
' many others as large, and some larger. I imme-
' diately introduced a sound, and discovered the
presence of one or more large sized stones. He
'had been suffering from all the accompanying
!symptoms of stone, and was much reduced in
! health, so much so that he had been unable to do
any work during the previous four months. When
I T explained to him the nature of the case, he was
! quite anxious to undergo the operation. I ordered
him to remain quietly at home for a week, and
prescribed the following, to allay nervous irritation
and to neutralize the urine:

B.—Potass. Bicarb.,, 3Ziv.
Sode Bicarb.,, 3Ziiss
Potass. Bromid., 3vi.
Tr. Hyoscyam,  3ii.

Aq. ad.
S16.—One tablespoonful 3 times a day.

Zviti—M.

On the 14th I ordered a full dose of castor oil,
and on the following morning an cnema, having
appointed 2 P.M. for the operation, in which I was
ably assisted by Drs. Locke, O'Reilly and White
of Hamilton. Afier the patient was fully under
the influence of chloroform administered by Dr.
Locke, I injected seven ounces of tepid water

into the bladder, first drawing off any urine that
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remained in the organ. My object being, that on
entering the bladder, an unirritating fluid would first
flow over the wound instead of acrid urine, that
might tend to produce untoward inflammation.
Having decided on the {ateral operation, I made
the first incisign three inches and a-half long, and
one inch in depth, without encountering excessive
hemorrhage, 1 then cut down upon or up into the
staff, which was full sized and grooved on the left
side. During this part of the operation I was
materially assisted by Dr. O'Reilly, who held the
staf. On cutting into the bladder the rush of
water brought a stone directly to the opening,
which was easily extracted ; and on exploring with
the finger I discovered three more which were cx-
tracted without much difficulty. I then injected
the bladder through the wound with a wcak solu-
tion of carbolic acid, 1 to 73, and introduced a
drainage tube, and put the patient in bed. Called in
the evening and found him very comfortable, pulse
80 ; ordered a continuance of the mixture, with an
increase of the Tr. Hyoscyam. Removed the
tube on the following day, on the fourth and fifth
day the urine flowed by the natural passage, and
on the sixth passed by the wound again; on the
ninth day it agzin parually passed by the natural
channel, and continued to do so more and more
each day, until by the 22nd day, when it altogether
ceased to pass by the wound. Not a single bad
symptom occurred during the whole period of re-
covery. On the r4th day the patient was permit-
ted to sit up for an hour, increasing the time each
day. On the 24th day he was enabled to walk up
and down stairs; and to-day, four weeks since the
operation, he says he has not felt so well for many
years.

The four calculi together weighed 14 drachms,
and were quite hard and smooth.

Govyespondence.

To the Editor of the Laxcer.

Sir.—* Humanitarian” in your last number has
mistaken the main object of my paper on Child-
bed Fever. In it I wish to show that the chilliness
which has led to the adoption of the usual treat-
ment, that of encouraging perspiration, arises, not
from actual cold, but from moisture on the skin,
and consequently instead of warmth being applied,

and warm drinks given, that the patient ought to
be cooled. Spirits are not required in all cases,
in many simply ceoling is sufficient to avert dan-
ger, in others half a wine glassful of brandy may
be enough. But when Child bed Fever, through
mismanagement or constitutirnal d=hility, assumes
symptoms which tell that there is preat danger,
(then spirits are required to De given freely to re-
store exhausted strength ; as strength increases the
tendency to perspiration diminishes. If the reader
says that the strength cannot be grely exhausted,
because the patient was in j-erfect health but a few
days previously, let him ask himsclt in what other
idisease of similar duration will **a few loose stools
sink the patient beyond the possibility of recovery;”
or the abstraction of eight or ten ounces of blood
cause death in less than half an hour? There
may be some, but at present I do not recollect
them. Any person who lras practised many
years must forget much, if he can Dbring
himself to say that there are no ca.es where
the administration of spirits has saved life; but
taught by what he sces around him he will not
prescribe th 'm, except where conscientiously be-
lieving then to be required. I would as deeply
lament the formation of intemperate habits as
“Humanitarian,” but spirits given for a short time
during a great emergency are not likely to do this,
and in fact the cases requiring them liberally,
though from their importance occupying a con-
siderable space in my paper, are few in number,
the threatenings requir= but a small quartity, and
if the management be correct there seldom ought
to be even a threatening,
WM KERR
Braehead, Galt, gth January, 1874.

(To the Editor of the Lancet.)

S1r,—1I observed in the September number of
the LaNCET, an article clipped from the Norwood
Register, relating to one Wm. Paerson, M.D.
From your remarks on the same, { learned that
much could not be expected from a man of his
character and attainments. But what do you
think of Dr. C——2? I send you his advertise-
ment, clipped from the South Simcoe News. (See
Laxcer for Oct, page 68.) I also enclose you a
second advertisement. It alludes to a case of
placenta praevia, which proved fatal in the hands
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of two physicians. I have reason to believe that | of flooding. I found them uniformly out of health;
the proper steps were taken in the treatment of the | they all suffered from impaired powers of assimila-
case. tion in one form or other : they were weak, dyspep.
tic, nervous, with diminished mmscular power. ..
I always prescribe iron in combination with an al-
‘kali or an acid, as the particular circumstances
"may indicate. As regards anticipating post partum
With all due regard and consideration, as well as ha@mhorrhage at the time of labour, ergot, given
respect, for the feclings or interests of all the shortly before the hirth of the child. answers some.
parties concerned, whether of the relatives or the times. but is uncertain: a moderate dose being
attendant Physicians in the case. I feel myself jn better than repeated larger doses.  Pressure is
duty bound, in accordance with the teaching of generally and deservedly relied upon for ensuring
the first law in nature, to contradict the statement . detachment and exptlvon of the plcenta, con-
of the attendant physicians, in the case of Mrs. traction of the womb, and arrest of unnecessary
John Armson, deceased, in effect that owing to flow of blood.  Itis the readicst and most effective
natural causes, death was inevitable. I beg to, Means we have at hand ; and, o the majority of
humbly state that similar cases under my care, . C35€s 1t s :‘ﬂl that is required to check h:emon:lmgg.
have invariably made a good recovery. . Grasping the uterus with the hand, and holding it
. i irmly, is the methed 11 common practice ; but

L. CiemENT, M.D.

when the flow is very severe. and does not yield to
[Comment is wholly unnecessury.]—ED.

Yours, &c.,
MEDICO.

ADVERTISEMENT.

- this proceeding, it is well to transfer the pressure
to aorta—a practice which is, in my opinon, of
the utmost value, and the importance of which is
by the present race of accouchers much under-
valued.”  * Where the Haemorrhage is less severe,

. ... the binder, with a triangular-shaped pad under-

THE ANTICIPATION AND TREATMENT peath, is more effective than pressure by the hand,

OF POST PARTUA HAEMORRHAGE.

Selegted Articles.

_preventing the uterus from nsing in the abdomen
and filling with blood, and allowing a coagulum
ABSTRACTS OF PAPERS BY DR. BASSETT, DR. povD . 10 form in the in.terior." He does not approve of
MUSHET, DR. HEYWOOD SMITH, DR. TALFOURD - constantly removing the clots from the interior of
JONES, ETC _ the uterus whilst haemorrhage is going on, regard-
SRS A . Ing these as the consequence. and no* the cause.
Cold acts at first as a powerful stimulant, producing
+hock in the system ; but as a sedative, if used for
alonger time. Opium. where spasm or alternate
contraction is the predominating feature of the case,
is of the greatest value. “ If, then, ergot. cold,
pressure, and opium, have failed to check the haem-
_orrhage, we are called upon to take the next step,
and inject a solution of the perchloride of iron into
the uterus....My cxperience of it has not been
great. I judge it to be a remedy of great effi-
ciency, but of doubtful safety.” When the heemorr-
hage has been controlled. and the patient passing
from a state of shock into one of syncope and
collapse, transfusion is the one resource.-—/bzd.

Dr. Joux BasSeTT, Professor of Midwifery in
the Queen’s College, Birmingbam, in a paper read
before the monthly meeting of the Birmingham and
Midland Counties Branch, on November 13th, ad-
vocates strongly the preventive treatment of uterine -
hzmorrhage. He regards granular degeneration
of the kidneys with albuminuria, and general de-
bility from insufficient nourishment or defective,
power of assimilation, as very frequent causes of!
the tendency to haemorrhage. Andral and Tyler:
Smith directed special attention also to the anemia
occurring in pregnant women. After referring i
briefly to the various researches upon the increased '
volume and altered condition of the blood during
this period, he enters upon the consideration of —-
hamorrhage itself. The worst cases, he considers, ;
are those in which there is alternate contraction' A RARE PHVYSIOLOGICAL EXPERIMENT.
and relaxation of the uterus, or where there is |
irregular contraction, following, as frequently hap-i Dr. BraxpT, Professor of Surgery in Klausen-
pens, from tardy or precipitate labours. “ For ;burg, has placed on record,in the Wiener Medi-
more than twenty years,” he says, “it has been a sinfsche Wockenschrift, a case in which removal of
rule of practice with me to pay careful attention to | the sound kidney took place in the human subject.
the health of all pregnant women who come under A healthy man, aged 25, was stabbed in the left

my notice, well knowing that a healthy pregnancy
is followed by a natural labour and a favourable
recovery. This led me to examine very carefully
into the condition of those who were in the habit

hypochondrium. Hemorthage to the amount of
three or four ounces followed ; and. about three
hours after the accident, a fleshy looking tumour
was expelled through the wound by a fit of cough-
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ing attended with severe pain. It was replachd by
a bystander, but was soon again driven out by the
cough. On his admission into hospital, twenty-
four hours after the injury, Dr. Brandt, aftera care-
ful examination of the protrusion (of which a care-:
ful description is given), arrived at the conclusion
that it was the left kidney. [Its surface, with the!
ureter, was torn in some parts, and allowed the

escape of a fluid, at first yellowish and transparent,

but afterwards sometimes reddish and sometimes

twbid yellow.  Ithad an alkaline reaction, a speci-

fic gravity of ro42 to rog2, containing a large

quautity of albumen and mucin, with some haemo-

globin, traces of urea, and an abundance of alkalies |
and alkaline earths. It gave a sediment, whichon
microscopic examination was found to consist of
pus-and-blood-corpuscles, masses of nuclei, mucus- |
fibrils, «nd fibrinous clots ; also epithelium of the

kind belonging to the calyces and pelvis of the

kidneys.  Dr. Brandtarrived at the conclusion that

the organ was rendered useless, that its retention
endangered liic, and that it would be best to re-

move it.  The previous history of the patient did'
notcontraindic.ate this: he had had no severe ill-|
ness, and, though the urine in the bladder contained

some albumen, this migit be derived from the in-!
jured organ.  Accordingly. onthe fourth day of the'
mjury—a photograph of the patient having been

first taken—I)r. Brandt tied the pedicle of the!
wmour in two parts, by means of a ligature passed
through the middle, and cut it away with a knife.
‘This uperation was done on June 7th, and on the
23rd the patient left the hospital convalescent. No
symptoms  of uramia or of peritontis occurred
during the progress of the case. The urine was
throughont acid, of specific gravity of 1010 to
1,040, and of normal composition : at first it was
of a reddish ycllow colour, but afterwards became
clear yellow.  Dr. Brandt has seen the man several
times since the operation. | He has no signs of dis-
ease of the heart; but complains of a sense of op-
pression and {atigue, especiully in going up stairs,
and says he cannot work as well as before. Dr.
Brandt, however, suspects that he may say this to
woid military savice.  British Medical Fournal.

.

———— -~ -

ON THE FUTURE OF OPERATIVE SUR-

GERY FOR STONE IN THFE BLADDER.
B\ SIR HENRY THOMPSON, F.R.C.S.

# % % The greatest achievements of the healing
art, throughout all time, are those which have been
connected not merely with the cure but with the
Provention or eatermination of human maladies.
You know that I can name diseases of the gravest
kind which, thanks to scientific medicine, do not
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now exist.  The plague. at all events with very
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slight exception, is in Europe a matter of history,
and has been so for a long period. Small-pox is,
at the present moment, simply an anachronism.
It has no right or title to existence, and shows
itself only Dbecause some people are foolish or
ignorant. I will go further, and say that typhoid
and other eruptive fevers are falling into the same
category, and only await increased human intelli-
gence and determination to become things of the
past. And I feel sure you will agree with me that
cholera must equally become subject to our con-

trol. Indeed. it is imp~ssible that it can be other-
wise.  All these glorious conquests helong to

“medical”  work, conventionally so called:
although T protest against this most unnatural
divorce between two divisions of the healing art
which never can be practised apart, as T shall have
occasion incidentally to illustrate.  Still, and just
as naturally, “surgery,” especially so regarded,
has not found its function so much in the extermi-
nation of diseasce as in its cure and repair. But
on this occasion I desire ta claim especially for
surgery, and as the result of purely surgical prac-
tice, the accomplishment of the great enterprise I
venture to set before you.

Before, however, T enter npon that future which
[ have undertaken to discuss, it 1s necessary first
to sketch briefly the state of surgical practice
relative to stone in the bladder during the present
century.

Tet me say. in general terms, that fifty years
ago any man with a stone in his bladder could
have it removed only by the knife: an operation
universally allowed to be a very serious one in
middle age, and at advanced age to be attended
with extreme risk. About this time—that is, in
the year v822—~Civiale removed caleali from two
patients, in the presence of the Academy of Paris,
by a process of drilling and grinding them with
instruments introduced through the urethra into
the bladder. TFrom that time to this. that process,
generally termed lithotrity, has been developed
mto the now widely diffcrent and greatly improved
operation which is adopted at the present time.
During the first twenty years of its progress it was
probably the cause of increased mortality among
stone patients; the inevitable result of change
from a system of operating claborated by the hands
of masters during many centuries, to one totally
different and to which every man’s hand was new.
Still it lived on: men had faith in its future.
Barbarous as the earlier instruments and the
earlier practice might be regarded to-day—indeed
it would be really barbarous to use those instru-
ments now,—they served during a transitional
period as materials to be improved by experience.
And so by slow degrees the almost perfect mechan-
ism of to-day—the light, I had almost said agile,
yet powerful instrument of to-day—results, after
an infinity of suggestions and many long ¥ears of
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trial, from the coarse, heavy, slow tools which were,
partly by persuasion and much by foree, introduced
into the patient’s bladder some years ago.  And
precisely, by cqual steps, the demonstrable result
by cure became better and better.  Meantime
those who could not perceive the value of the new
method, as I quite readily conceive they might
not, sought other modes of reaching the bladder
by incision, which should be safe, or at any rate
better adapted to the smaller stones with which
lithotrity, at all cvents in prodent hands, alone
proposed to deal.  And so the bilateral, the
ordinary medium, or that refinement of it known
as ‘““wre-rectal,” or sume other imconsiderable
deviation from the beaten track, was essayed for
the purpose.  Inasmuch, however, as anatomy
remains the same, we can scarcely expeet much
improvement in the route by which the surgeon is
to reach the bladder by the cnly two outlets at his
service—cither above or below the arch of the
pubes. Who has not studied that great problem
m silent theught at night, as well as in the dissect-
ingroom by day? hat a long line of devotees

to our art haye given their Lest energics to win, if

ever so smdll, a tiny point of vantage ground in
the perfecting ot lithotomy ; secking how better to
approach that canal, or avoid that vessel, or injure
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“making a small mortality for the total.  Nuw, in
the interest of truth, or for any honest purpose
Iwhatever, it is essential to keep apart the cases of
stone which occur before puberty from those which
occur after that period.  Before puberty lithotumy
s a notoriously safe operation, and at most not
more than one death occurs in sixteen cases.
" Among adults the operation is always hazardous,
“s0 that the average results of the best Nithotomists
i (zeho treated all teer cases by that vuciiod, and none
by lithotrity—a very important consideration) i
“about one death in every six cases frem pubierty
'fifty-eight years; and from that to cighty, about
one in every three and a half’ cases.  The case of
the adult furnishes a condition wholly different
from the case of a boy, whose sexual organs are
“as yet undeveloped, and in whotn none of those
"intricate and subtle sympathies exist between the
constitution at large and the reproductive organs,
"It is these which, in the adult, exercise so great an
"infiuence, giving origin to the | henomena we tenn
Peeyrethral fever,” somctimes grave, and which we
‘rarely or never meet with among boys and females.
POf these T say little or no more tunight.  Reject
I'then all figures in all tables I which thee thwo

'classes are not clearly defined.
1t is my business to-night to deal with stone in

least that gland. « And what is the verdict relative ! the adult-—-the largest and most important pare of
to that which is the chief among all the newer our subject ; and in speaking of what lithotrity can
modes, as compared with the classical lateral! do, although it is not absolutely powerless for
operation ? I can scarcely ask you to hear i’ | children, being only useful for very small :tones, I
better than from the lips of my fiiend, Mr. adge, ‘ beg you to bear in mind it is solely a question now
of Norwich, who, after a careful and cxtcnded'of stone in the adult, and that necessarily means
analysis of the results at Norwich of the mnedian ! stone in the adult of advanced age.

operation, says: My present experience teachest % * Tet me now consider the single question
me that it is advantageous and suitable only for]---What is the object we propose to attain in litho-
those patients in whom the stone is of small size.] trity? I answer, in brief, to reduce the stone to
w.... Beyond this limit the path becomes thorny ! such small fragments that they may pass casily iry
and dangerous,” &c. This expresses the same!the urethra, and to do this by exerting as liwde

view I have held in my lectures respecting it, and |

I think is receiv ng the general assent of surgeons
who are study® - the .Lject by comparison, and
among them 1 le . yme operators of experience
aproad, with why . I have recently had the advant-
age of conferring on this matter.

I now come to what the lithotrity of to-day is
capable of performing, and before doing so 1 must
say a word about the numerical results of calculous
cases, in relation to mortality. I find that there
are still some persons who persist, in connexion
with this subject, in presenting to public consider-
ation numerical results n which the cases of child-
ren and of adults are indiscriminately mingled.
Now this practice is eminently misleading ; and if
not due to utter thoughtlessness, there can be only
two causes for the usage. It must be cither from
gross ignorance of the relative degrees of hazard
attaching to the two sets of cases, or from an intent
to mix as large a proportion as possible of child-
ren’s cases with those of adults for the purpose of

mechanical action as possible.

We are to aim at applying force to the stone in
'such 2 manner as not to injure the delicate canal
| which must be traversed, and the sensitive organ,
! the bladder, in which it lies. And the force should
I'be so applied that the minimum of irritation should
acerue from the fragments that are made.  In fact,
the sources of danger in lithotrity are but two in
number : injury to the soft parts by the instruments
cmployed ; and injury to those same parts from
the sharp edges and angular forms of the fragments
'which are produced by the process. When we
have reduced the mechanical action to the minimum
of capability to inflict mischief, and have lcarned
to make fragments in such a manner that they
shall produce the least amount of irritation, why
then we shall havearrived at perfection in lithotrity.
Hence it is that I have always endeavored to work
with the fewest and most simplc instruments possi-
ble, and to reject preliminary injections always,
|and subsequent washings-outas far as possible.
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How far have we solved the problem in question ? I
I answer, perfectly, in relation to calculi of a’
certain size.  With a calculus of certain weight
and dimensions, whether of uric acid, phosphates,
or oxalate of lime, say nol exceeding the volume
of an ordinary but, a perfect result may be ensured.
I call your attention to that tray containing sixty-
three stones, and in which, let me remind you, the
patients were of a mean age of over sixty years.
There was not a single death among thosc cases.
The size I name was not exceeded. And I assert
that I have never yet had a death following the
operation of lithotrity in which the stone was
within the limits of that size. Norvhave you any
right to expect anything but success with such
stones, requiring, say, two sittings, or perhaps three
at the most, if you only take care to act with the
utmost gentleness.

So far, then, is the problem solved, and triumph-
antly. Dut it is another thing when the stone
much exceeds these dimensions, and where, not
wvo, but five sittings arc necessary for its removal ;
and, @ fortiori, danger still increases when the
requisite number of sittings rises to cight or ten.

In the next two trays are about a hundred stones
of middle size. At this size, which is that, say, of
an almond in its shell, the result is still most
excellent, far superior to that of lithotomy, but not
asure success as before. Hence a certain small
proportion of deaths was met with—about one in
twelve or thirteen cases.

In the last tray of larger stones, the mortality
was more considerable, perhaps one in eight or ten
cases.  With regard to some of the latter, it is
quite possible that some of them would have been
better cut.

* % # The Diagnosis of the presence of stone
in the bladder and of its size is a matter of the
highest importance. .

T affirm that it is not less important to be capable
of finding a stone when small and determining its
size, than it is to perform the operation properly
afterwards. I might alinost go further: I think I
shall find you agreeing with me before I conclude,
that the diagnosis I speak of is the more important
matter of the two; and that I may venturc to say
that I would rather, for the sake of calculous
patients at large, and for the future of lithotrity,
have keen diagnosticians than cxpert handlers of
the lithotrite, if I could not have both. Because,
as we shall sce, all progress depends on the cardy
diagnosis ; for when the stone is really small, no
man worthy of the name of surgeon, and with a
fair experience of instruments in the bladder, will
fail to crush it safely. You sce it is lithotrity that
has brought this question of diagnosis home to us.
When there was but one mode of removing the
stone—when it was necessary to cut from the
perineum to the bladder for every stone, no matter

how small or how large, it mattered very little

whether we made an exact cstimate of its size, if
we only were quite certain a stone of some sort
was there.  What, again, did it signify whether it
were mulberry, uricacid, or phosphatic in its
character®> It was nothing to the lithotomist
whether onc would crush casily and the other with
difiiculty or not at all.

Nor is there any real difficulty about making the
diagnosis on which I liy so much stress. Nothing
is more easy, as I shall soon have to show, if only
you follow the right mcthod. Granting me this,
and the unrivalled success of lithotrity for small
stones, already proved, it logically follows—

That the operation of lithotomy must in fature
be rejected for all stones which are of moderate
size.

Now, this is a mostimportant fact, and it is one,
I believe, which has not yet reccived its full con-
sideration from the profession. Tor it follows,
further, that all those attempts which have been
made during the last fifty years, and may still Le
making, to perfect lithotomy for small stones are
uscless and obsolete.  We cannot require an opera-
tion by culting for small stones.  And Tam quite
safe in saying that the results of that tray, with
siaty-three cases of clderly adults without a death,
never have been, and cannot be, equalled by any
cutling operation whatever.

# % % This brings to us the practical mode of
looking for the stone carly, and discovering its
presence when small.  How is this to be done ?

First, respecting the mode of sounding. It is
absolutely essential to employ a light sound, which
can be easily turned in the bladder and urethra.
Nothing but a quick and delicate movement will
elicit an audible note, or produce a sense of con-
tact, with so small a body as a pea lying in the
interior of the bladder. Therefore it is better to
have an instrument which will roll casily bhetw-een
the finger and thumb, and not require the wrist or
the arm to create the movement. Hence the
handle should be cylindrical, like the stem, but
smaller, which I originally designed for my lithotrite,
and which is now much used here, and is almost
universally employed abroad. The beak should
be very short, so as to be turned with the utmost
facility. To find a small stone the bladder should
be empty, or nearly so. 1 prefera patient to make
water a few minutes before sounding, and certainly
never to be injected or prepared in any way, which
only tends to defeat our object. TLethim liedown,
with his pelvis a little raised, and then let the
instrument gently glide down the uyethra ; it is five
to one, however small the stone may be, that it is
just grazed as the beak passes through the neck of
the cavity into the bladder. This is perceived
easily if the sound is only guided lightly by the
faintest touch of the finger and thumb. IHeld and
guided by the wrist and arm so slight a graze may
be unnoticed.  If not felt, let the sound make two

-
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or three quick semi-rotations right and left ; xf still
nothing found, depress the handle slightly to turn
the beak below, close to the neck of the bladder,
and make two or threc similar movements there.
That is where the stone will be found, if there is
one, in the nearly empty bladder: and in the same
manuer a small fragment will be found at the close
of a case.
w5 Gecondly, the carly signs and history of
vesical m](uhm are to be wrcfully noted. ‘I'his
brings us to what appears to me a very striking and
suggestive question, - How is it that the enistence
of a calculus in the bladder. a product almost
always of slow growth, and giving abundant signs
of its presunce, can ever attain any thing bevond a
_certain size without being discovered?  That it
docs so is too true: but that it should cver grow
to be of large size is to me astonishing. T assert
that more than half the stenes I operate upon are
found in cases in whicl no suspicion 2+ to the real
malady has arisen until the sound has heen
employed. Now, with the utmost deference to
others, and only after the acquirement of a profound
conviction on my part, I \cnturc. to say that it is
my belief that the early igns of calculus are not
generally sufficiently recognised.  In the whole
course of my experience I have not met with more
than two or three casesin which the obvious early
signs of calculus were absent.  To me they appear
qmt«. unin’stakeable.  They ma. be present, or
nearly so, in cases in which no calrulus exists :
but when these signs are prasent, then always ought
the sound to be used. So far have we heen from
recoghising who are the real calculous patients
that we find it stated in our classical works on the
subject that stone is most prevalent in children.
Not at all.  Stone is uncommon in children com-
pared with its frequency among clderly adults. T
am yuite aware that. in mostlarqc hospltal records,
half the entire number of cases are found helow
the age of puberty; and it is that which leads to
such surprising statements about the small mortality
of the lateral operation, as I have before alluded
to. But then among the poor stone is compara-
tively frequent in children. Among the well-to-do
itis very rarc to find a juvenile case atall. The
Iatter class, however, furnish it abundantly at the
other end of life, and here it is that the bulk of
stone cases is to be found,
And what is the ordinary and typical history of
a stone case ? 1 speak, as anyone, of course, may
understand, of uric acid and oxalate of lime. The
phosphates arc mostly of local origin in a bladder
incapable of emptying itsclf, and be]ong to another
category. You will find a healthy-looking man
with good family history as to longevity, but mostly
tainted with gout, one or two cases of it existing,
antecedent or collatera] or in its absence some
record of gravel or stonc in an ancestor. At
middle life he finds uric acid in his urine, as a

bncl\dusl dq)oqlt more or less persisting.  Soon
after, a small bit of gravel passes, with or without
a marked attack of renal pain: if the latter, he is
at the time much relieved by medicine: but often
no special treatment or regimen is adopted at this
critical point in his life to check the tendency now
fully developed ; so, after an interval, another and
another pass, and then no more for a few months ;
and although some little suspicious sy mptoms
appear, they are thought very lightly of, esperially
as he has not during the lastnine or twelve months
passed any gravel as he used to do.  VWhercupon
he conmaluhtcd himself .md is congratulated--
not prudently ; and the suspicious symptoms are
credited so often “to that little weakness of the
bladder which all people have as they get onwards
in years.” Delusive anxiom! But what are these
suspicious symptoms?  Not very marked, hut
ample to render almost certain to the experienced

! obscrver that that interval of freedom from passing

gravel only marks an advancing stage of the
malad}, and shows that the gravel is now too
large to pass the urethra; that it is in the bladder
and is growing by accretion, consuming surplus
uric acid for that purpose day by day. For on
inquiry you will find that the frequency of micturi-
tion is greater by day, during moycment, than by
night, dmmg rest—conditions alloﬂ'LthLX‘ contrary
to that *weakness of advai.ced years” (prostatic
hypertrophy) when the frequency is almost always
greater by mght than by day. You will finda
slight pain - a mere passing sting- -is mostly present
at the close of the act of micturition and in the
end of the pen:s, while in the “weakness” the
pain, if any, is from distended bladder, before
micturition, and is relieved by the act. Next, it
will probably be ascertained that some day lately,
after an unusual walk, or it may be after an hour
or two in the saddle, a little blood was observed
in the next urine: soon forgotten, or, if named,
was followed Dy the recommendation not to do it
again, but which unhappily aroused no suspicion
of the true cause; so, not being done again, the
occurrence did not reappear, which again comtorts
everybody. Well, after listeuing to such a history,
T am always morally certain that one or two small
stones exist, and of coursc the sound is introduced
at once, and almost invariably a small stone or
more is discovered. No anxiety nced arise, and
the patient may now with reason be congratulated,
since a small stone is certainly the safust solution
of his symptoms ; for, as I have ulready said, the
malady for the most part occurs in people of other-
wise good health and strong constitutions. I have
no hesntatlon, then, in saying that from fifty-five to
seventy-five years of age is the favourite term for
calculous diseases, at all events in this country.

“ T now think I have fairly proved that the
operation of crushing the stone is safe and success-
ful for all small stones, and I think I have also

[ —
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proved, or have gone far to do so, that a stone
may be always found when it is small. It follows
then, if you admit these things, that lithotrity must
Dbe the future operation for calculus in the adult.—
Lanect.

- ——— p—— e

CASE OF “LUMBAGO” TREATED BY
THE APPLICATION OF THE CONTIN-
UOUS GALVANIC CURRENT AND THE
RHYTHMICAL EXERCISE OF THE AT-
FECTED MUSCLES.

UNDER THE CARE OI' DR. G. V. POORL,

The employment of faradaism and galvanism for
the relief of the various forms of muscular rheu-
matism is generally admitted to be one of the
most useful and successful applic-tions of elec-
tricity to medicine. The charge is, however, often
made that the relief afforded, except in mild cases,
is only momentary, and that the discase returns
again with all its former severity within a few hours
of the anodyne application. Lumbago,” so-call-
ed, is often dependent upon serious organic change
either in the membranes or the bony covering of
the spinal cord, o upon disease of some of the
abdominal viscers which are in contact with the
spinal colummn; and in such cases it is obvious
that, although the galvanic current may relieve
pain for a time, itis vain to expect any permancnt
results from its employment. The following case
illustrates what may be done even in the most
chronic and obstinate cases, and such as have
resisted all the usual modes of treatment:

W. G——, a brass finisher, aged thirty-five, was
admitted as an outpatient on July 16th, 1873.
He was bent almost double ; walked with the
greatest difficulty ; complained of intense * lum-
bago” pain ; and gave the following history :—He
has been accustomed to work a good deal with the
lathe, standing up and moving the treadle with
his right foot. About six years ago a pain came
on gradually affecting the backs of the thighs and
the hips, which the medical man attending him
called sciatica. This pain became so severe that
he was obliged to give up work, and has not since
been able to resume his employment. The pain
left his legs and finally settled in his back, and is
now most marke. in the lower dorsal and lumbar
regions. It is often of a plunging, shooting
character, much aggravated by the slightest move-
ment or even by the most gentle touch. Move-
ment has become so difficult that he is sometimes
as long as two or even three hours in dressing ox
undressing himself. The few hundred yards which
he has to walk in order to reach the hospital are
accomplished with the greatest difficulty and at
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the expense of much time and suffering.  He states
that when he wakes in the morning his back is not
searly so bent as it is later in the day, and the
bending seems to be due to the failure of those
muscles wuich ought to keep the spinal column
erect. ’

The pain was not limited to the inuncdiate
region of the spinal columm, but the intercostal
muscles on both sides secemed also to be affected.
There was no sign of any disease of the vertebrw,
or of the cord, and no particularly tender points
were detected along the spinal column. No sign
of abscess, lumbar, iliac, or psoas ; no numbness,
tingling, or loss of power in thelegs. Theailment
seemed to be, mainly at least, muscuiar.

He had previously attended as an out-patient at
five of the metropolitan hospitals, and, in-spite of
cupping, listering, poulticing, plastering, the appli-
cation of liniments, and the administration of all
kinds of internal remedies, had, with one excep-
tion‘ derived no“benefit.  “The abstraction of blood
by cupping had relicved him, but only tempo-
rarily.

"The galvanism was applied by placing the posi-
tive pole at the upper part of the spinal column, in
the middle line, and sponging the whole back, in-
cluding the intercostal muscles, with the negative
pole. From ten to cighteen cells of Mayer and
Meltzer's zinc-carbon battery were employed, and
the immediate results was the diminution, if not
the abolition of the pain. During the apphcation
the patient was made to exercise his muscles rhyth-
mically by bending, extending, and rotating the
spine, and by frequent inspiration. The effects
of this treatment were at once apparent, even from
the first, and at present all the extreme symptoms
have disappearcd. He dresses and undresses
without difficulty in five minutes, the bowing of the
back, though still obvious (and likely to remain
s0), is much less, and he habitually walks about
half a-mile to the hospital without difficulty. The
important point in the treatment was apparently
the rhythmical excrcise of the muscles, which im-
proved their natrition : but without the anodyne
application of the galvanism such exercise would
have been impossible.  One obvious effect of the
current was that of “counter-irritation,” for during
its application the skin of the back became of a
bright-scarlet colour, as if a mustard poultice had
been applied. Various internal medicines have
been given, including iodide of potassium and
opium, but none of these had any appreciable
effect.

A test case is said to be preparing in Chicago,
in which a man is charged with refusing to be
vaccinated and having the small-pox in conse-
quence, endangering the lives and health of his
neighbors.
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FATAL RETENTION OF TURINE, 1{]’\0-! one pf this kind. \\'hcl}mer, however, ‘it were con-
DUCED BY A FIBROID GROWTH, 1iv | gential or not, the localjty was peculiar ; and we
A YOUNG CHILD thave herc_: _presenteq to usan lllu:stmuo'n of a mor-

* R bid condition not hitherto associated in the mind
lof the surgeon with the causation of retention of

Furine in the child.—Zaneet.

!

On Friday, November 28th, my attention was .
called by Mr. Delatour, our junior house-surgeon, |
to a child, nineteen months old, who had reten-  THE PNEUMATIC ASPIRATOR IN SUR-

BY HENRY SAITH, F.R.C.S

L T

tion of urine.

did not appear to sufter pain. The history of the
case was, that on the previous Wednesday the
mother, finding the child could not pass water, took
it to a medical man, who vainly attempted to draw
off the water. On the following day she took it to
the hospital, and Mr. Delatour, ascertaining that
there was a very tight phimosis, very properly
divided the prepuce, but the retention did not
give way, and he then very carefiilly attempted to
introduce a catheter, but failed.

I attempted to pass a No. 3 silver catheter into
the bladder, both without and with chloroform, but
I was utterly foiled, and I could clearly feel the
pointof the instrument travelling along on the left
side ofithe urethra.  The rectum appuared to be
preternaturally dilated, and there was a preceptible
hardness between this and the bladder, which I
could not make out. I thought possibly that it
might be some blood cffused from the previous
attempts at the catheterism, or that possibly there
might be a stone sticking at the jneck of the
bladder.

The child was admitted into the hospital, and,
as a further attempt at passing a catheter failed, I
requested Mr. Bell, assistant-surgeon to the hos-
pital, to relieve the distended bladder by the
aspiraior. ‘This was done, and twice repeated,
but the child gradually sank four days after ad-
mission.

On making a post-morten examination we at
once discovered the cause of the retentionand our
difficulty, for therc was a large, irregular, fibrous
growth intersposed belween the rectum and the
bladder. Itapparently sprang from the periosteum
of the pubis and ischium, extending under the arch
of the former backwards and forwards, thrusting
the urethra out of its position against the left
ischium. So extensive was thle growth that there
was a solid mass two.inches wide, situated between
the rectum and posterior part of the urcthra. On
microscopic examination the appearances present-
cd were those of a fibroid or recurrent growth.

I have not met with a case similar to this, either
as regards the situation of the disease or the parti-
cular results which were produced. It is well
known that in children we occasionally meet with
growths, either fibrous or fibrocystic, in various
parts of the body, and which are probably congen-
tial.  In this instance the growth may have been

<

On examination I found that the '
bladder was greatly distended, but that the child

GIERY.
By Crarees DD, Hoyaxs, M.D., BostoN, Mass.

The advantage of the use of the aspirator, in
enabling surgeons to make a diagnosis in cases
where the existence of fluid is doubtful, scems to
be pretty generally recognized ; but practitioners
do not appear to realize that this instrument is of
great value in surgery, in the treatment of many
other affections. It has been used for the removal
of pus and synovia from joints, for the emptying of

I chronicabscesses, in cases of chronic hydrocephalus,

of retention of urine, of strangulated hernia, and to
relieve the pain of distention in cases of great
flatulence. In all these cases—some of necessity,
mortal—the relief to pain is very great, while, as a
rule, the punctures made by the aspirator needles
have been followed by no scrious consequences ;
in fact, inmost cases, at posf-moriein, exammations,
but little, if any, trace of their passage could be
found.

This instrument was used many times, during
the past season, in my serviceat the City Hospital,
and the following are some of the most striking of
the cases :

Case L—Strangulated Hernia.
B., laborer, ag x1 54 <ars, has had oblique inguinal
herina on the .ight s'de for the past ten years ; he
has always worn a truss, till within a week before
entrance ; three days ago, after exertion, the herina
came down, and has remained down since, not-
withstanding efiorts at reduction were made by
himself and two physicians. Constitational dis-
turbance not great. The herinal mass was about
the size of a hen’s egg, and very tender. The
patient was ctherized, and taxis tried for half an
hour, without success. A fine aspirator necedle
was then trust into the tumor, and from the three
or four drachms of fluid, containing bubbles of air,
drawn out. Taxis was then again resorted to, and
the hernic immediately returned.  No unfavorable
symptems supervened, and the patient was dis-
charged, well, the eighth day after the operation.

Cast IL.—Strangilated Hernia. May 26th.
B. R., scaman, aged 27 years, entered the hospital
with a large inguinal hernia on the right side,
which had been down for several hours, and which
he had vainly tried to reduce himself. He had
been ruptured more than scven years, and had

April zoth, P.’
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usually worn a truss of his own m.muf’acture.!
Tour years ago, he was operated on by a distin-
guished surgeon of London, by Wood's method,
for the radical cure of the hernia ; but the upera-
tion, at first apparently successful, was followed by ;
a recurrence ot the rupture, after seven or ught
months.  Since then, it has frequently come down, |
but he has always heen able to return it without,
the aid of a ph)si(‘i.‘m. Now, there is a large’
hernial tumor in the right groin, very painful and
tender. It is quite firm to ‘the touch, and the skin
over it shows the scars of the operation in London. |
‘Faere was some acceleration ot the pulse, and the
«-m.nlcnam ¢ was anxious. The patient \\'d\{
eth- rized, and attempts were made to reduce the
heraa by the toxis, by position, and in every way
thit could be sugzested, but without success.
Tue tamor was panctured with the fine needle of
the aspirator, three successive times, but no tluid
u| was passed out. The ordinary operation for)

v.nzulated hernia was then resorted to, and the
u:w)r found to consist wholly of intestine, very
tiitly eompressed, which may, perhaps, a\phm
whi n0 :luid or air came after the punctures,  Thel
patient id perfectly well, and was discharg-.
three weeks atter the operation.

Case UL Rotention of U rine from Strictuie.
A wman aged 37 vears, entered the huspml with his
bladder distended with urine, none having been |
pas-ed for thirty hours.  Many attempts lud been
made to pass an mstrument through the unrcthra,
but without success. There was a stricture four
inches from the meatus, and blood fullowed the
atterapts to pass the catheter.  The fine needle of
L. pneumatic aspirator was ])ﬂS!\Cd into  the
bladder, behind the pubes, and three pints of
vrine were drawn off.The bladder was punctured
azain the next day, after which the urine came
naturally.

Cast IV.- A man aged 38 years, was brought,
to the hospital, havieg fallen astride a plnk ten
howrs I:cmu.. and havi ing been unible to empty
hn, Llaider snce.  He was sutfering greatly from

distention, and the aspirator was immediaely used,
as in Case 111, forty -ounces of urine, shfrhtly
tinged with blood, being drawn off. It was after-
wards necessary to perform perineal section ; and
the man eventually recovered.

Dr. W, Ingzalls also used the '15]nixal.c,r in <
cwe of retention of urine frow stricture, with

similar gond results ; and it was used many times
10r emptying abscesses, exploring tumars, ete. Its
use in one of the cases of strangnlated hernia was,
apparently, of the greatest service, while, in the
other case, no harm was done, though three:
punctures were made. In the cases of retention
of urine, the advantage of this manner of relieving
suifering is certainly very striking, over the old way
of t'tppnrr through the rectum. The needle is
more casily mtxoduccd, if a very slight puncture is |
rst made through the skin.—Zoston Med. Jour,
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CERTAIN
FORMs OF SLIFPLISSNESS,

By Dyvce Duckwornin, M., F.R.C.P.,

I believe that one of the most common causes
of sleeplessness in Persons otherwise not in bad
health, is dyspepsia in some of its forms, and,
althowth most observers would b prepared to
agree to this view, I think the subject has noi
received .surh\wnt attention.  As Sir Henry Hol-
“land has remeckerd (Modicr! Notes and Redletions,
page 218), * no rules are more important than such
as apply to the relation between dizestion and
tsleep.” and hie procecds to show that all such rules
are exeeeding scanty and incomplete, “notwith-
standing the perp-tnal experiment which life affords
tupon the subject.” I aver, then, that dyspepsia is
not enly one of the commonest, but also one of
" the least recognized, of the causes of loss of sleep ;
~and amongst reasons for this statement are the
*facts thot the svnuptoms of digestive dF -turbance are
sometimes, indeed frequently, not appreciable, or
not at all prominent. at the time of retiring to rest;
and alsn, that the diwrnal dige-tion may be in a
Ccomparatively vigorons state. Most persons are
'familiar with acute dvspepsia as occurring in the
night, and supervening upon errors of diet : and in
such cases a distarbed sleen is rudely broken by
ran attack of cardialgia or acid vomiting. The
dyspeptic symptoms to which I specially allude
"as interfering with <leep, ave less severe than those
just enumerate 1. The patimt retires to rest and
sleeps, it may be ealmly, for ashort period. but then
he awakes, and forthwith sccures no more sleep
for several hours. To sucha form of dyspepsia
Cullen alludes, and he was the victim of it himself.
¢ He writes, ¢ Tersons who Inbour under a weakness
*of the stomach, as I have dae for a great number

of years past, known that certiin for s, without
their being conccinus of it, prevent their sieeping.
So I have been awaken o1 a hundred times at two
o'clock in the morning, when I did net feel any
particular impression : but T knew that 1 had been
awaked by an irregulir operation in that organ,
and I have then reeolt cted what I teok at dinner,
~which was th- cause of it.  Dr. Haller is liable to
the same complaint; and. in his larger work
especially, he gives the particulars of his own case
and to the <ame parpnse that I have done, as he
learned it from his experience.”™  So far as I know,
- nocturnal dyspepsia of this character is not describ-
ed in treatises on digestive disorders.  The sources
of i, however, may, 1 believe, be various. ‘There
may be no actual suffering experienced, and,
- beyoiud dryness of mouth, burning soles of the feet,
and heat and throbbinz in the head, there is little
to complain of. T hcxn. sy mptom may supervene

*The cerebral circulalmn 15 in this, as m most torms of

“insomnia, increased in activity.
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several hours after the last meal, but they never
occur unless some crror of diet have been com-
mitted ; and it may not always by possible, as in
Cullen’s own case, to attach blame to the particu-
lar article of food, or to the unwholesome combina-
tion of aliment which has led to the result, And
naturally, the question of idiosyncrasy must be
considered in all such cases.

1t seems muost probable that the symptoms are
due to a too acid condition of the contents of the
stomach and upper part of the small intestine, and
it is certain that cxress in fatty and highly seasoned
food, in fruit, and in wines of various kinds, is the
chief exciting cause of the dyspepsia. Hence
there is no more fertile source of this trouble than
the fashionable dinner-party, especially i there be
indulgence in the sweet courses and in fruit, and if
the fatal dictetic error, peculiar to Englishmen, of
mixing ve.ious wines be committed. The misery
of insomnia is rendered more certain subsequently,
if both strong coffee and strong tea be taken after
such a dinner, as is not unfrequently the case.
The dyspepsia is thus aggravated by special
excitants.

The form of indigestion know as ‘¢ dyspepsie
des liquides,” described by Chomel (Des Dyspepsics.
Paris, 1257, p. 99), and by Dr. "Thorowgood in
this country, may also prove excitative of slecp-
lessness.  But this affection, together with such
symptoms as I have just describud, are best refer-
red clinically to the type of atonic dyspepsiz, and,
when the immediate discomforts are relieved, a
more prolonged therapeutic course is needed to
promote recovery.

It is needless for me to do more than allude to
the almost intulerable insomnia, delirium it may be
called, induced by cxcess to tea or of coffee taken
late in the evening, All persons are not
effected by these, and some people can cven sleep
soundly after taking one or other, provided they
retire to rest immediately, and do not begin to do
brain-work. It is less well-known, however, that
smoking strong tobacco late at night is a source of
sleeplessness to some people, and if practised after
dictetic errors only tends to aggravate subsequent
wakefulness.

I pass on now, to speak of sleeplessness due to
overexhaustion, both bodily and mental.  Itis well
known, and within the cxperience of most persons,
that a certain point of fatigue may be reached
when sleep is impossible. This condition is the
result of increased flow of blood to the brain, con-
sequent on vaso-motor paresis. After a day of in-
cessant activity, when body and mind have been
unduly taxed, this state may be reached. If, in
addition, there be anxicty of mind or a persistent
source of worry, the insomnia is aggravated. To
“take off one’s cares with one’s clothes,” as has
been said, is indeed an excellent rule, but one, at
times, very difficult of accomplishment.
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Literary men suffer from insomnia oftentimes as
the result of brainwork, exccuted at the small
hours of morning, and sometimes because of bodily
exhaustion superadded from sheer want of nourish-
ment.  Brain-work, in addition to the tax upon the
ordinary powers by the pursuit of a profession, is,
I believe, highly exhausting to the majority of
those who practise it, especially amidst the calls,
turmoil, and high pressure of life in a metropolis.
The state of bodily fatigue to which I allude, is
sometimes experienced by travellers who, after a
hard day of locomotion, with perbaps irregular,
and not very nourishing, meals, endeavor to pro-
cure a night's rest without taking a sufficient or
suitable meal in the first instance.  .And it is pre-
ciscly at this meal that the grossest dietetic mis-
take may be committed. The digestive powers are
at a minimum, and yet there is a large demand
for nutrition. The difficulty is not always casily
to be met, but attention to the rules of physiology
will in most instances, I belicve, secure the wished-
for result both for stomach and brain.  And so, for
the throbbing head and busy brain of the literary
man or student, there arc rules to follow, of which
1 shall speak presently.

The treatment of cases of insomnia due to noc-
turnal dyspepsia is to be met by remedies affording
relicf temporarily, and by measures caleulated to
improve the the digestion generally.  Naturally, if
due discretion were excrcised at the Jast mea'
taken, no disturbance would occur, bui I have al-
ready shown that it is not always possible to dis-
cover the offending article or articles of diet. A
large meal taken late after exhausting work, and
when solid food has not been caten in the middle
of the day, is liable to be digested with difficulty.
Hence long intervals between meals should be
avoided. There is no hurm in varied diet at a
late repast, provided too much be not taken, and
the food be skilfully cooked. As adults are the
suffercrs from this complaint, so in most cases have
they the requisite knowledge of the particular
articles of food that best agree with them.*  The
question as to stimulants, however, is less rcadily
answered. No one can doubt that much of the
dyspepsia of the affluent classes in this country is
due to indescreet mixing of liquors a practice which

*In the case of a nourishing meal being required late at
night, after a hard day's travel, I know nothing more suit-
able than good beef-tea, if it can be had ; and, by the aid
of prepared extracts of meat, this now quite within the reach
of travellers in the most outlandish quarters. Chicken, and
simply prepared salad of lettuce, is likewise easily digestible
late at night, by even dclicate and exhausted persons.
Good draught beer is advisable, if it agree generally, or dry
champagne : the latter, indced, is often an excellent remedy.
In cold weather, mulled clarct is very valuable ; and some-
thing is perhaps due to the nutmeg in its composition, for
this spice, as Cullen shewed, is, in full doses, an important
hypnotic. (AMateria Medica, vol. ii, p. 204). Lettuce has
similar properties.
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is singularly in discord with the science and skill
now imported into culinary matters.

1t is at all events sufficiently well-known that to
drink one wine is most wholesome for dyspeptics ;
and whether it shall be claret, dry sherry, or
alcohol in some form, properly diluted, must ve
decided in cach case. In some instances of acid
dyspepsia, port wine is of use, and appcars to call
forth less acid than sherry, perhaps, as Dr. Budd
has suggested, on account of its astringency. For
the immediate relief of the insomnia and dyspepsia,
full doses of alkalies shouldbe given. The calcined
magnesia or solution of carbonate of magnesia in
excess of carbonic acid, and the compound
rhubarb or Gregory’s powder, are amongst the best
remedies. A large draught of cold water will also
prove effectual at times.  The success of the thera-
peutical measures throws light upon the existing
cause of the sleeplessness, even when this is hardly
suspected. Cullen does not state what remedies
he employed in his own case, but we may rest
assured that he treated himself.

The dyspepsia of liquid, as a cause of insomnia,
is naturaily best trcated by the adoption of a diet
in which less fluid is taken,  The underlying atonic
condition of the stomach and intestines reijuires
the remedies proper to such a state; and heremay
be mentioned, as of especial value, the mineral
acids, strychnia, and quinine.

For the sleeplessness ensuing upon tea or coffee
taken late at night, there is hardly any remedy that
Iknow. To give alcohol in any form, with a view
to induce sleep, after excess of tea, is of no usc.
Ibelieve it is better to read an easy and not too
entertaining book when in this condition, for sleep
s thus more quickly induced than when the sufferer
lies conscious of each cardiac and vascular pulsa-
tion, and agonized by floods of rushing thoughts.

For the relief of the insomnia following exhaus-
tation, either mental or bodily, there is happily a
good deal to be done.  No greater mistake can be
made than to retire to sleep at the time of com-
pleted digestion.

It is almost proverbially known to be bad to go
to bed fasting. Insomnia, from this cause, is, of
course, casily met by taking some simple food.
People, whose duties occupy them far into the
night, and who have exercised their mind with any
eﬁprt, should take a full evening meal, or, failing
this, nourishment must be had later on. And

-_where there is, from any cause, undue pressure of
woil. mental strain, or anxious watching, I know

Do nutrinzent so su:table as well made beeftea or -
The latter is of especial value, .

extract of meat.
being always at hand, and, if taken in the form of
Mr. Darby’s extract, the best, I believe, of all such
Preparations, and spread upon bread or biscutt, is
¢minently calculated to relieve the craving felt, and
to supply a readily digestible little meal. Such
measures, I think, are more to be recommended

than was the practice of literary men fifty years
ago, which consisted in the imbibition of whiskey-
punch, made with infusion of green tea.

1 should recommen all bad sleepers who cannot
trace their insomnia to indigestion, and who may
have passed an unduly long interval since their last
meal, to employ extract of meat in the manner 1
have just described. I can, at all events, bear tes-
timony to its value from personal experience, and
I have known benefit to be largely derived from its
use in several other instances.

The sleeplessness due to cold feet in winter
time, resulting from alterations of arterial blood-
pressure in the body, is best met by the use of
pediluvia at bedtime ; and the addition of mustard
or tincture of iodine is valuable, especially where
the sufierer is a victim to chilblains.

Experience shows that a long nap after a late
dinner interferes with proper sleep at the usual time.
I believe that a short sleep of a few minutes (“forty
winks”) is really valuable after dinner to those who
have to work late at night. If the sleep be of an
hour's duration, digestion is disturbed, and, in some
cases, nightmare occurs immediately on going to
bed.

Slecplessness may sometimes be the result of
mere bad habit. There may be no error of diet as
the cause, and no dyspepsia ; but there is simply a
morbid apprehension as the head is laid upon the
pillow that sleep is impossible, and forthwith the
brain begins to be busy. This state is most apt to
superyenc upon a long course of broken rest.  Per-
sons who have kept watch by the sick, especially
where there has been mental anxiety and distress,
suffer from this form of insomnia. The acuteness
of their trouble has more or less passed away, but
night brings disease and apprehension with it.
This form is engendered, then, as a bad habit from
an interruption, more or less prolonged, of one of
the periodical functions of the brain. It is not
possible to detach ~ntirely, in thesc cases, the pe-
culiar mental element—-the active conjuring up of
past scenes, or the busy memory; but, in other
instances, no cause is readily to be found, and we
are compelled to believe that the bad habit results
from a low condition of nervous energy.

The benefit to be derived in this form of insom-
uia from change of scene and change of air is very
remarkable, and it is, indeed, seldom advisable to
employ medication. There can be no doubt of the
value of the change of air in many forms ot sleep-
Ilessness ; but, in awarding the true therapeutic
vaiue 10 climatic influence, we must not altogether
lose sight of the cffects of the medicina mentis  To
' pass from the noise and sullen heat of dwellings
: bordering upon the streets of London ona summer
night, to a cool and well-aired apartment, in any
peaceful country district, is in itself a strong incen-
tive to slumber; but beyond this, there are special
aerial conditions and influences due to proximity
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of sea,* naturc of soil, and immediate surround-
ings, which unquestionably require due considera-
tionin each case. Indeed, attention to such points
is almost as necessary, in some instances of sleep-
lessness, as it is in the cases of sufferers from
spasmodic asthma.

The best drugs to employ in such cases, if they
must be employed, are the bromide of potassium
or chloral hydrate. Flenbane, in full doses, is also
of service.

Persistent odours will prevent sleep. Thus,
llowers in a sleeping apartment —where, by the way,
they never should be placed-—giving off aroma,
will affect certain people powerfully, causing head-
ache and cerebral 1rritability (¢/Z Moore on Goiny
40 Sleep, page 37.  London. 1868). T have known
the effluvia of certain embrocations to act in pre-
venting sleep for a time in some patients ; hella-
donna, tar, and citronella, in particular, are to be
blamed.

While laying stress upon sccuring pure air for
sleeping apartments, as far as is possible, attention
must be paid to the amount of moisture present in
the air.  In many instances, the air is deficient in
moisture, and the dry air 1aspired. often laden with
dust, is a source of discomfort to the nasal and
bronchial membranes ; not only so, the influence of
atoo dry atmosphere is perceived Ly the whole
cutaneous surface, and thus a source of irritation
exists which is not unfrequently the last to be sus-
pected.

In the case of hedridden persons, or during long
illness, this point is to be attended to. and the ab-
sence of moisture is to be met by keeping water in
the room, and, if need be, by sprinkling water on
the floor. I am sure that many persons have ad-
ditional cause for their sleeplessness in the dry air
they inspire in the bedrooms of hotels, after doing
c hot seasen on the continent of Europe. They
are committed, perhaps late at night, to a room that
has been shutup and baked by a fierce sun all day,
and that has not had an ounce of water in it for
days. To open the windows may entail a plague
of mosquitoes, or give cntrance to a still morce
deadly malaria. In such a case, I recommend a
very free disti ™ 1tion of water to various parts of
the floor. I have known quarts of water to eva-
porate in a single night when used in this manner,
showing the urgent necessary for the employrment
of itt The same condition of diyness is met with

*Townsp - wple resorting to the seaside very commenly ex-
perience marked sleeplessness during the carlier part of
their stay; and the same is sometimes the case in the
purc air of the country. Long continued eXponure
to air, as Dr. Handfield Jones has remarked, is a powerful
inducer to sleep ; but it is to be observed that the 2ir must
be pure, and, if possible, of bracing character. Long con-
tinued exposure to the air and ochlotic miasms of large
towns is by no means so effectual an hypnotic.

11t is highly probable that ozone is generated by such a
procedure as I recommend.  Dr, Cornelius Fox's observa-

in winter in all apartments warmed by artificial
heat. This is not felt where there are open fire.
places ; but, if stoves be employed, then all the
unfavourable conditions for insommia are present,
unless the amount of heat and moisture be duly
regulated.  According to Dr. Cormelius Fox, air,
containing a healthful amount of moisture, exhibits
a difference of about five degrees between the wet
and dry bulbs of the hygrometer. If the difference
be greater, moisture should be added. .

As to the Dbest posture to assume on going to
sleep, T think little need be said.  Dr. Radcliffe
has lately recommended natural decubitus to en-
sure sleep, but, lest this seem paradoxical, it should
be added that this advice is for bedridden persons, 1
the subjects of chronic nervous disorders, and the
plan suggested is in opposition to a sitting posture
to be maintained during the day by a suitable bed-
support. In the case of otherwise healthy people
who suffer from heat and throbbing in the head as
part of their insomnia, a posture with the head
somewhat high is desirable in order to promote
sleep upon physiological principles. A hard pillow
should also be employed in such cases.

In conclusion, I would remark that the best
knowledge we now possess, as to the action of the
drugs commonly used to Sccure sleep, shows us
that both bromide of potassimm and chloral hy-
drate cause diminished flow of blood through the
brain ; and hence, as in many sinilar cases, the
advance of the science of therapeutics has shed
light upon the mysteries of pathology.— /rif. Med.
Fournal.

e -

OVARIOTOMY-DRAINAGE TUBE PASSED
FROM THE PERITONEAL CAVITY
THROUGH THE VAGIN.\

This case was treated at the Addenbrookes
Hospital, Cambridge, by Yrof. Humphrey, and; Is
reported in the ZLaueet, (Oct. 18th, 1873).  The
subject was a widow aged fifty-two, admittad Feb.
7, 1873, who had been tapped twenty-onc times.
The abdomen measured five feet in circumference
a little above the navel. The operation was per-
formed Feb. 7, under Chloroform, by an incision
four inches long, which was made as near to the
pubes as possible, for the purpose of avoiding the
region of the trocar punctures, where adhesions
were most to be expected. The linca alba was
carefully divided, but a gush of fluid showed that
the sac had been opencd. The fluid was allowed
to flow away, and the sac was accordingly emptied.
It proved to be adherent to the whole of the fore

tions on the “‘Purification of Air by the Vaporisation qf
of Water,” in his book on Owne and xl;zz::o{{r, and his-
paper on “ Coke a-a Fuel in relation 1o Hygiene, <hould be

read by all intere-te b in ~anitary matters,
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12 p.u. Pulse 84, complaining of great pain and
wnlw’t desire to make water, Drew off a small
qn,ntity of urine with the cathoter.

20th, 8 A.. Pulse 104 ; tongue dry. 12, noon,

Jlee 120 ; tongue moist. 6 p.x., pulse 125. 11
y.x., pulse 132 ; tongue dry. Great pain all day
and constant desire o pass water. Morphia given
every three hours in doses of one-third of a grain.

ofst, 8 aM. Pulse 120: tongue moist; pain

.pe ; desire to pass water not pressing. Discon-
nued morphia. 1 p.u., pulse 125; 6 p.M., pulse
120; 12 P, pulse 120. Patient slept a little.

o2nd, 9 AM. Pulse 112; 4 p.u., pulse 125; 6
.., pulse 132; considerable vomiting: 11 p.x.

ose 116; gave morphia and bismuth, vomiting
gopped and patient slept.

The progress of the patient after this time was
oost satisfactory.  On the 5th day the bowels were
poved by enema, and on the sixth day I removed
one peedle, and '‘those remaining on the eighth.
On the twelfth day the patient sat up, and for the
grst time since the operation passed water without
¢he catheter.

On the seventeenth day one ligature came away,
and on the twenty-eighth she went home in a sleigh,
a distance of eighteen miles, expressing lerself as
feeling quite well. -

Remarks.—The ahove case presents at least one
point of importance. Before the tapping the tumor
was quite moveable, being non-adherent ; after the
tspping it became immovable and adlierent over
iwo thirds of its surface. The adhesions were
reent, and I feel satisfied were caused by the escape
of fluid into the abdominal cavity through the
puncture made by the trocar; as a result adhesive
flammation was set up.  The trocar used was a
wery small one, and the usual precautions were
2lupted.  The point to be considered is whether it
s good practice ever to tap in a case where ovari-
olomsy is possible. It would seem from the above
we that tapping may complicate matters serivusly ;
“deed such a degree of inflammation may be set
-3 a8 to destroy life, and one may well ask for what
copeet of henetit? It does not seem that a real

¢ of ovarian tumor ever was cured by tapping ;
*Ye patient is weakened, the radical operation may
Yo complieated or life itself be destroyed, aud there
=30 advantage to be gained sufficient to counter-
¥ lince sueh serious drawbacks.  For myself I shall
‘v future be in favour of operating without a resort
%o tupping previously. -

SUCCESSFUL CASE OF RESUSCITATION
FROM CHLOROFORM NARCOSIS. .-
NELATON'S METHOD.

BY CHARLES WM. COVERNTON, M.D., M.R.0.8, Ena.;
L.C.A., SIMCOE, ONT.

Whether Nélaton’s theory that chloroform nar-
cosis rcsulu'; from ansemia of the brain be correct or
not, the fact is unquestioned that the circulation
through the capillaries of the brain is sometimes
retarded under the influence of narcotics. Dr.
Snow’s experiments have demonstrated that chloro-
form,-ether, and probably all narcotics have the
power of suspending muscular irritability, and Prof.
Alison has shown that the functions of the various
organs of the body are accompanied by a force
which aids the capillary: circulation, and on the
function of any organ being interrupted the circu-
lation through it ia retarded, as is scen in the
most striking manner in the lungs during asphyxia,
For the constant action between the oxygen of the
arterial blood and the brain there is roquired a
never ceasing current of blood, and when this is
interrupted in any part of the brain it is clear that
there must be interference with the process of oxi-
dation. From these premises Dr. Snow argued that
it does not signify whether there is increased or
diminished pressure in the cranium, or whether the
quantity of blood in the brain is more or less than
natural —that the relation between nsphyxia and
narcotism is this-—that “in asphyxia there is an
absence of oxygen, whilst in narcotism the oxygen
is present, but is prevented from acting by the
influence of the narcotic. With this close affinity
between asphyxia and narcotism there is a great
similazity in the phenomena of the two conditions,
the different parts of the nervous centres losing
their power under the influence of chloroform and
ether in the same order as in asphyxia. The action
of the heart continues in asphyxia afier the museles
of respivation have ceased to comtract. and this is
the case under chlovofurm narcosis.  Witheut pre-
tending to form an opinien of the cortectness of
these theories, it is yet obvirudly the duty of the
practitioner when suddenly confronted” with the
imminent peril of chlorofirm narcosis, to practise the
treatment of Nélaton, the succese of which has
been so frequently recorded, and equally obvious, to
commmnicate to the profession the wnecee-ful 1esult,
With this conviction I furward for jublication in
the Lancet the following case :- —
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On the evening of the 19th of J anuary I was! for years, neither by word nor sign giving

called to visit Willie Hooker, a lad aged:- nine years,
who, while riding on his handsled behind a
passing omnibus, lost his grasp of the projecting
step, and before he could get out of the way was
run over by a sleigh a short distance in the rear.
Beyond a lacerated crescentic wound on the inner
border of the gastrocnemius muscle, from the horse’s
foot, he received nq other injury than a severe
bruise of the fleshy parts. As there was greag
tenderness of the whole leg I ordered warm wate
dressings, and deferred until the next morning
bringing the gaping edges of the wound together
by sutures. The following day, assisted by my
son, who although not a medical student, has proved
on several occasions to be reliable, I administered a
drachm of chloroform, and after an interval of several
minutes finding that no evidences of his being
brought under the influencs were apparent, I
poured another drachm on the sponge ; this, aftera
short time, seemed to have produced the requisite
degree of anmsthesia, but on handling the leg pre-
patatory to putting in the first suture, he screamed
and struggled violently, so that before complete
insensibility was produced I had to administer a
third drachm. Very shortly after the limbs became
relaxed and complete anasthesia established. The
sponge was then given to a Mrs, Garland, a neighbor
who had kindly taken the mother's place—with
instractions to keep it a short distance from the
nostrils.  Four sutures were quickly put in and the
edges drawn together, a wet compress placed over the
wound and a bandage lightly applied. On asking
for a pin to fasten the terminal end of the bandage,
Mrs. G. in handing one to me dropped the sponge,
and to my horror I discovered there was no evi-
* dences of breathing, and no pulse at the temple or
wrist. The boy was lying on asofa, so it was only the
work of an instant to place his head on the floor,
and direct my son to hold his legs in the perpen-
dicular position. .An elder brother sitting by a
window was directed to throw it open; cold water
at hand was dashed on the face, and fortunately
without difficulty I was enabled to grasp and keep
protruded the tongue with the thumb and finger of
left hand ; with my right I made Pressure alternately
on the thorax and abdomen, whilst Mrs, G. quietly
and intelligently elevated and depressed tha arms,
settling to the work as coolly as if she had been a
mewber of the staff of the Royal Humane Society

failed, and again I feared

evidm: -
of trepidation. On such alarming emergencins i
is difficult rightly to estimate the lapse of time, b+
eertainly the most wretched quarter of an hour [
ever experienced appeared to elapse before there v
the least appearence of animation. My sou’s esti.
mate was over twenty minutes. The first atten ¢
at inspiration was of the feeblest, gradually sy -
ceeded by more vigorous ones 5 vomiting then
ensued. In attempting to slightly turn and elev.:-
the head so as to guard against the vomited matt.
that filled his mouth regurgitating into the trachay, T
lost my hold of the tongue, and the jaws instantly
closed like a vice ; all attempts at prying them op-z.
the case would prove
hopeless. To my inexpressible relief another faint
attempt at vomiting occurred with complete relaxa-
tion of the jaws; the tongue was instantly again
grasped, and held firm until the breathing was
completely established, pulse perceptible, and slight
coloration of lips and face returned. For another
five minutes he was kept inverted, thefostrilsclear=d
of vomited matter, and friction of -the chest with
a dry towel employed ; he was then replaced on the
sofa, made reclining at an acule angle by placing
one end on a chair, and in a few minutes we
became jubilant. The boy opened his eyes, moved
hishead to one side, and fell into a calm sleep; this
continued for more than an hour, when he awoke
conscious.  There is little doubt in my mind that if
artificial respiration in the horizontal position had
been solely relied on, our efforts would have PTO"':‘“{
futile.

-

Gorvespondenre.

To the Editor of the Caxapa Laxcer,

S1r,—I desire to furnish a somewhat striking 323
actual illustration of the truth of the concluding T
mark in Dr. Clarke's communication o you .
which appears in the Lancer for February, Vit ™
“ As it is now, our worst foes are those of our 0‘1:
household.” It may not be amiss at the same ﬁm_
to express the hope that a full and satisfactory &

planation’ can be given of what is com plained of.
During 1874, central Ontario was visited Y ;

perambulating quack, styling himself « Edws -

Franks, M.D., Lacturer on the Anatomy and Pby?

. in
ology of the human Kye and Ear, their disense®
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where cold can be continuously applied, there can]
be no doubt of its beneflt when resorted to with |
judgment and discrimination. It is, of course,

8 only applicable to the early stages of inflammation
with marked elevation of temperature, and absence
ot any sense of chilliness. We should rely greatly |
in its use, upon the thermometer and the sensations

of the paticnt.

Of late years, belief is gaining ground in the
efficacy of cold applications in the treatment of
inflammations of sezous #issues.  To every practi-!
tioner the practical question presents itselfl as to
whether he shall - pply hot or cold applications in
the first or forming stages of these inflamations. f
Some are partial to one, some to the other. Asa
nile, German practitioners resort to cold applica-
tions. * At the commencement of an attack of !

<R pleutisy,” says Niemeyer, “I cannot sufficiently
uls recommend the use of cold and of local blood-let-
11« ting.” And in acute peritonitis, he says he has

seen “the best results, in cases that were amen-
able to any treatment, from covering the entire
abdomen with cold compresses, and renewing them
every ten minutes.”  He regards leeches to the
abomen, the use of cold, and the internal admin-
istration of opium, as the most effective treatment.
It must be remembered, however, that, in all'
cases of peritonitis, the tendency to death is at the !
heart, and increased feebleness of heart-action, as
1 shall more fully state in a2 moment, contra-indi- |
ates the use of cold to the surface, without at
least giving stimulants as the same time.
Prominence has been recently given to this;
point in considering the use of the cold bath, or.
cold applications, in the treatment of peneumonia.
Its use may, however. be exceptionally dangerous
in this disease.  What, then, is the danger in
preumonia ?  And can the objections to the use
of the cold bath, as a general antipyretic, be in any |
way overcome? These are interesting practical
points, and can be answered only by a clear com-
rehension of the natural history of the disease un-|
er consideration.  This I can state only in brief.
Ina somewhat general sense, then, pneumonia
presents  two main points for our consideration :

VOt Restriction in lung function ; 2d. Fever. There
1[1Je other points of interest, but thesc are the ones

ith which we arc chiefly concerned at present. |
ow, what relation, it may be asked, does the local |
psion sustain to the heart-action ?

This whole subject is ably discussed in a recent
inical lectare by Prof. Jurgensen, of Kiel (Prus-
a). He maintains the position that the immed-
te cause of death in pneumonia is ““insufficiency

Enious process of reasoning by which he arrives
this conclusion. Briefly stated, it is something
e this: The pneumonic exudation affects an in-
eased resistence to the lung circulation, and
erefore imposes a greater demand for work upon

—“
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the right ventricic.  This increased resistance to.
the circulation of blood in the lungs causes corres-
pondingly increased labor of the heart in order to
effect a complete exchange of gases.  The /Aigh
temperature of the blood, according to Prof. Jurgen
son, is an important and dangerous element in
pneumonia, as in many other forms of disease.
With the rising of bodily heat, rises the frequency
of the pulse : the labouring time of the heart is
increased, and the time of rest lessened ; carbonic
acid is increased beyond the moral amount, and
must be eliminated quicker than in health. This
requires, of course, increase in the force of the
heart and the respiratory muscles.

But the fever, we are told, leads to “ degenera-
tion of the muscular fibers of the heart,” and les-
sens its power at a time when it is already over-
tasked Dy its cfforts to cvercome the resisting pul-
monary exudate. Now this loss of contractile
power, growing out of failure of nutrition in all
high febrile states, will be the most severely felt in
those parts whose expenditures arc the greatest,
and these are the constantly laboring muscles---the
heart and the respiratory muscles.  Hence the
great danger, in pneumonia, of the heart losing its
contractile force.  This, according to the views
here presented, is the ** dead point of danger "—
not so much the local disturbance in the lungs ;
else why, inquires our author, do we find, soon
after the natural crisis has set in, say the fifth or
seventh day, such marked subsidence of all subjec-
tive phenomena. notwithstanding the continued
nfiltration of lung-substance?  “Zle ferer,” says
Jurgensen, “7s the most dangcrous enemy of the
heart . . I3t the cossation of the feve,
the potcer of the disease is broken.”

How, then, shall we subduc the fever, which is
the “ dangerous cnemy in pneumonia?”  Shall we
resort to cold applications, as in pleurisy, periton-
itis, etc.? In the hospital at Prague we are told
that “ every acute sthenic pnewmonia is treated
with cold compresses ;7 and Smoler says, “it is
exceptional for a patient not to fecl material relief
from this treatment.”  And Niemeyer has made
extensive employment of cold in “ croupous ™
pneumonia, as in pleurisy and peritonitis, and, re-
lying upon a large number of very favorable results,
says he can recommend the practice.

Prof. Jurgensen is also partial to cold water as
a febrifuge. He states that, to his knowledge,
nobody has employed the bath so frequent, so
cold, and with such untiring energy, and that he
has never had any reasen to regret the practice ;
and yet no one more clearly recognizes than he d

heartaction.” I caunnot give, at length, the in- | priorz objections that may be raised to the cold

bath—that is, if not accompanied by the use of
stimulants.  What are some of these objections ?
In the first place, contraction of the vessels of
the periphery, caused by the cold bath, brings on
increased resistance to the blood-current, and with

o o
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it increased labor of the heart, which, we have seen '
is already enfeebled by the fever, by increasing ;
labor, and by increased resistance in the consolid-
ated lung-tissue.

That during a cold bath, therefore, a fatal col-|
lapse may cnsuc in pneumonia is a clinical fact of |
great practical importance—one that is to a certain
extent exceptional ; and hence the prominence I
have given to the subject in this connection.
Under no circamstances should cold baths be re-
sorted to in pneumonia, in cascs of aged people,
very fat pecple, debilitated people, and finally
those suffering from heart-discase.  And, if none
of these considerations forbid its use, the heart-
action should always be supported by stimulants,
at the time of the bath.  OFf these I will mention
alcohol as most rapid in its action ; quinine, as the:
most permanent.  If there is any doubit as to the
failure of heart-action, quinine is the remedy above
all others, for the rcason that while it diminishes
temperature, it tones and strenghtens at the same
time the failing muscles of the heart. As a general
tebrifuge and cardiac stimulant, digitalis should
also be mentioned in this connection as a valuable
addition to the quinine.  But. with a purely anti-
pyretic method, Liebermeister claims to have
brought down the mortality in * croupous™ pneu-
monia from 24.4 per cent. to 8.8 per cent.  But
the value of this exclusive treatment certainly re-
quires to be confirmed by further experiment be-
fore it can be generally received.  Moreover, our
pneummonias in this country vary so greatly in their
type, and in different localities. that all exclusive
modes of treatment are out of the question.  In- ’
deed, quinine and stimulants are, In many cases,
indicated from the first. 1

I have dwelt mainly upon the uses of the cold
bath in the more inflammatory types of pneumonis, *
because it brings up the question of exeessize blood-
heat upon the body, and especially~-for reasons;
511ggestcdf11])oll the keart and respiratory muscles. -

1t cannot escape the attention of the general
professional reader, that growing attention is given '
to the danger resulting from simple Zncrease of |
bodily temperature.  Without discussing the nues-
tion as to the cause of the fever, we are heginning{
to discnss its effects upon the organism as a dan-!
gerous element of discase per se. Trousseau says:
“Few persons recover from enteric fever if the
temperature exceeds ros””  This may be too
dogmatical in its statement, but it is an approxi-
mation to the truth. Fever 1s a dangerous element
of itself, and it is beginning to be more and more
recognized as such. In typhus, typhoid, and
other infectious diseases, “the greatest danger,”
says Niemeyer, is from the severity of the fever.”
This danger he regards as a double one,  On the
one hand, the inctease of the bodily warmth above
a certain point—say 108°—“induces paralysis of
the heart and renders life impossible ; * while, on
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the other hand, ¢ continued increase of the pro.
duction of heat, or increased tissue metamorphosis,
induces consumption of the body ot the patient.”
The exhaustive cffect of the fever is compared to
that of excessive bodily fatigue.

In the treatment of these fevers, Niemeyer
urgently adviscs the adstraction of heaf, and speaks
of cold affusion, or the cold bath, as one of our
most valuable antipyretic agents.  This will be
recognized, however, as an old remedy in fevers.
It was a favorite with Galen, and still more so
with Cuwie ; and, at a later period, with our own
countryman, Nathan Smith.  Av the present time
Nicmeyer and others wge only what Currie so
enthusiastically wrote about during the latter part
of the last century.  His Aedical Reports on the
Lofects of Water, Cold and Warm, as @ Remedy in
Lidrile Discase, are among the most eloquent con-
tributions to the professional literature of his time,
and his recommendations have been followed with
much success.  Armstrong, who wrote so well on
fevers at a later period, speaks no less enthusias-
tically of the febrifuge virtues of water. He adopt:
ed, substantially, Currie’s mode of using it.

Niemcyer has somewhat modified his mode of
using cold water. Formerly when the bodily tem
perature had risen to a dangerous height, and there
was occasion to lower it, he had his patients
« wrapped in cold wet sheets, and the proceeding
repeated at intervals of ten or twenty minutes until
the desired end was attained.”  But, observing
that there was occasional exhaustion along with
the retardation of the pulse, he more recently
doubted the propriety of such sudden and per
severing abstraction of heat.  He raises the ques-
tion, very properly I think, as to whether it is not
possible to exhaust the patient by an “ excessive
mcrease of the production of heat,” comparing it,
as already stated, to the effect of excessive bodily
exercise.  He unow resorts to less suddén and less
cnergetic abstraction of heat than formerly.  His
plan'is substantially thatrecommended by Ziemssen:
* As often as the temperature rises above ro4° the
patient is placed in a bath whose temperature is
about 10 below that of his body, or about 95°."
The temperature is gradually reduced to 68° the
patient remaining in till he is slightly chilled. He
1s then placed quickly in a warm bed. This is
repeated at first four or five times a day; subse-
quently it is reduced to two or three. If quinine
is used in two or three grain doses at the same
time with the abstraction of heat, he thinks we arc
not obliged to use the baths so often.

In the inflammatory stage of our autumnal or re-
mittent fevers, in which there is marked elevation
of temperature, with dry, hot skin, cold affusion
frequently proves to be a valuable sudorific. My
experience with it in this class of fevers in the
West and South-west has been extensive, and I can
speak, therefore, with confidence as to the value of
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the treatment.  In all malarious forms of rcmit-!ing more specific on this point. ~ Wilson Fox, M.
tent fever the cexacerbations are characterized by | D., Prof. of Clinical Medicine in University Col-
very sudden and marked elevation of temperature. lege, I.ondon. has recently published an
It is not unusual to find a temperature of r105° or; exceedingly interesting monograph Or the Trcat-
107° during the first or second paroxysms of the\ment of Hyperpyrexia, as dinstrated in dewte Artic-
fever.  Now, practically it is found extremely diffi-1 vlar Rhenmatism, by tie external Application of
cult to produce diaphoresis by drugs when there is| Co/d. The dangerous cffects ot excessive temper-
such excessive heat of skin. A patient rarely|ature have specially claimed his attention.  Ina
sweats at a temperature above 102, The degree | carefully observed series of cases, he found that
of heat called the ““sweating point ” is essential, | when the temperature suddenly rises from 103 or

and nothing secures this so well, so speedily, and | 104 to 1077, 108 or 109, the case usually pros-

so surely as affusions of cold water.  Shower a,
patient at 105" or 106" until he feels a shght scn-i
sation of chil, then wrap him in warm blankets, |
and as a rule, he will sweat profusely. I have ar-,
rested many simple malarious remittent fevers by |
one or two cathartic doses of calomel, the use of
cold water during the pyrexia, followed by large
anti-periodic and febrifuge doses of quinine.  If
the tenmiperature in these fevers is 1o4° or more,
skin dry and hot, pulse frequent, brain excited,
and back aching, I am confident we give our,
patient the speediest relief in the shortest period!
and simplest manner by cold affusion. Tt rapidly
lowers the temperature, and tends to the produc-
tion of free perspiration.

Amonyg the exanthematic fevers, the temperature
of the skin is perhaps hotter in scarfatina than any ,
other, and n none do we derive greater benefit |
from sponging or the cold affusion of water. Currie
was of opinion that it * extinguishes scarlatina,”
preventing the cruption, and arresting the furtherl
progress of the fever. He considered it applicable
only to the forming stage of the more sthenic forms
of the discase, when the temperature was from ro3°
to 108° F. Iis planwas *‘ to strip the patient and
dash four or five gallons of the coldest water to be
procured over his naked body.” The affusion was
repeated as the obstinacy of the fever indicated.

Many practitioners, of latter date, have followed
the suggestions of Currie.  Dr. Laycock, of Edin-
burgh, has resorted to cold affusion and the wet
sheet with very marked advantage ; and I believe
the profession everywheic-to-day, although perhaps
less enthusisiastic than Dr. Currie, regard the prac-
tice with favor.  When the febrile action is free
and strong in the inflammatory or anginose form
of the diseasc, the little sufferer, restless, burning
vith fever, and exhausted for want of sleep, will
often perspire freely and fall into a sweet slumber
after the use of the bath.  If there is any doubt as
to the propriety of further use of the shower bath,
or sponging with cold water, the inunction of oily
substances, or sponging with tepid water to which
small quantities of glycerine are added, may be
substituted.

If the time allotted to the present paper permit-
ted, I might multiply instances of the value of
cold water in all overkeated conditions of the dlood.

The testimony is constaatly increasing and becom-

ed fatal within one or two hours after the tempera-
ture of 109" had been attained.  "T'his sudden rise
of temperature is regarded by Wanderlich as one
of the phenomena of death ; indeed it often con-
tinues, and sometimes increases, for one or two
hours after death.

Fox publishes a number of cases, in which, by
repeated immersions in the cold hath, life was pro-
tracted for nearly thirty-six hours after the temper-
ature in acute rheumatism had reached 10¢’. Rut,
notwithstanding the great and imminent danger of
sudden and high rise of temperature, he reporis
many casce in which rapid full of tempe,ature and
recovery followed the cold bath.  One cose is
specially notable from the gravity of the symptoms,
which indicated speedily approaching death. The
temperature rapidly rose from 1o7.1 to 109.1,
when the patient became entirely unconscious.
She was put in a bath of 96" uncenscious,
pulse imperceptible, the face in the highest degree
cyanotic, and the breathing such as commonly
precedes the act of death.”  In five minutes aiter
she was in the bath, the temperature in the rectum
was 110.  lce was placed on her chest anl on
her abdomen ; a bag filled with ice was also placed
to her spine.  Within fifteen minutes the teinpera-
ture in the rectum had fallen to 109.17% In 1ive
minutes more to 108.4 (the average temperature of
the bath being then 66 ) : and thus it continued to
fall.  Within an hour and a half from the time she
was put in the bath, the rectum temperature was
99.5°, the circulation was restored, and conscious-
ness had returned.  Brandy was fieely given ; the
patient took six ounces within an hour.  The sub-
sequent treatment consisted in resort, from time to
time, to the cold bath, and the application of ice
as before, to counteract returning clevation of tem-
perature—-the free use of quinine, brandy, becf-tea,
milk, and eggs. Atthe end of a week *the pa-
tient sat up in bed and ate a boiled sole for din-
ner.” In this case—and it only illustrates many
others—the immediate cause of the dangerous
symptoms was undoubtedly the swdden clezation of
temperalure.

I cannot follow out the many interesting obser-
vations of Fox in the usc of the cold bath in the
trecatment of hyperpyrexia, especially in aceate
articular rhematism.  His records are among the

‘most interesting of modern medical literature, and
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clearly demonstrate that, so far as we at present
know, the application of cold to the surface stands
unrivalled as an antipyretic in all cases of exces-
sive elevation of bodily temperature.

I have thus far, it will be observed, spoken of
the uses of cold water as a hemostatic, a general
nerve-tonic, an antiphlogistic, and a general and
most valuable antipyretic. But the advantages of
modern hydropathy are perhaps more clearly illus-

trated in the treatment of abdominal affzctions than
any others.

gestion impaired, their nutrition at fault ; or 1
haps they may be worn out from habits of dissipa- |
tion and luxury.  What they ofien need is what
they will not, as a rule, submit to in private prac- '

- . 1
tice, namely : a thorough system of /Jygiene ;—sun-

light, fresh air, systematic exercise, the shower '
bath, the douche, the pack, frequent draughts of :
pure cold water instead of more doubtful beverages, |
simple diet, milk, brown bread, and rest of body
and mind, such as they find at the best hy-'
dropathic institutions of the country. These hy-!
gienic agents, intelligently administerec, often ef-'
fect cures when drugs alone had failed—when, in-
deed, drugs are positively injurious.

But the varied therapeutic uses of water, and
the several plans of application, such as by Zrriga-
tion, ablution, affuzsion, the douche, the shorer bath,
and the pack, do not come within the general |
scope of this paper. It has been my object, main- !
ly, to revive the discussion of an old subject, and
especially to altract attention to the use of the cold j
bath in all cases of excessive and dangerous eleva- |
tion of temperaturc. In our eager search for “new !
remedies,” we arc prone to forget old ones, and
especially such as nature furnishes us so bountiful- |
ly as water. Some of us, of Jate years, in our en-!
thusiasm of progress, have almost forgotten, if we
ever knew, that Curric and Armstrong, and Jack-
son and Forbes and Smith wrote so well and so
truthfully about the virtues of water.

Attention is directed in the paper to the follow-
ing point :—

1st. That the therapeutic action of water, as a
hemostatic agent, is mainly and primarily upon the
nervous system, and through that upon the capil-
lary blood-vessels.

2d. Its direct action as a sedative in the treat-
ment of some forms of inflammation, with sugges-
tions as to its mode of application.

3d. Some points in the natural history of pneu-
monia, the effect of excessive temperature, especially
upon the heart and respiratory muscles, and the
necessity of using cardiac stimulants when resort-
ing to the cold bath.

4th. The danger, in the essential and others
forms of fever, from the éncrease of bodily tempera-
ture per se, and its effects in producing paralysis of

3
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Many such cases have been over-,
drugged, their nervous system disturbed, their di-
or per-

:this country by Mr. MacCormac, and has been

the heart ; together with the value of cold baths

or spongings in such cases as an antipyretic, K

sth. And lastly, the uses of the shower bath, §
the douche, and the pack as general hygienic |
agents in the management of chronic, abdomina, §
and nervous diseases.

In my hurried presentation of the subject, I haye §
purposely avoided detailed statement as to the §
mode of applying cold water in medicine.  Nop -
have I dwelt upon its dangers other than in pneu- B
monia.  All these questions I leave to the indivi.
ual judgment of the practitioner, trusting that the B
merits of the remedy may secure for it the consid. §
cration it deserves. A a remedial agent it has
been subject to great vicissitudes of fortunc ; and B
that its virtues may have been greatly exaggerated §
in the past, is no reason why we should allowqa 2
aluable remedy to fall into “comparative disuse. §
—Med. Record.,

SURGICAL NOVELTIES OF 1873.
The surgical noveltics of the year may be put ¥
down as three in number.  First comes the Aspi- &
rator, which, though originated by Dr. Protheroe
Smith, has received an extended application from
Dr. Diculafoy of Paris, who read a paper on the §
subject at the meeting of the British Medical Asso-
ciation, and has also published a work in English.
Although the majority of surgeons wili probably #
not be prepared to use the instrument in every @
sort of case with the enthusiasm of its author, }
there can be no doubt that it is often of great ad-
vantage to be able to extract fluids from deeper
parts of the body with safety and certainty. The
second novelty is the introduction of a bloodless
method of proceeding in cases of amputation and
other operations on the limb, by means of an
elastic bandage by which the limb is blanched, and
a circular clastic cord which compresses both the
arteries and veins of the limb. This plan, pro-
posed by Professor Esmarch, was introduced into

adopted in some form by most hospital surgeons.
It remains to be seen whether there are any draw-
backs to the system, and especially whether embo-
lism is likely to result in certain cases from dis-
placement of clot which may have already formed
In the veins of a damaged limb.  The third
novelty is the use of the elastic ligature for the
division of soft parts—e.g., the breast—proposed
by Professor Dittel, of Vienna, and quite recently
introduced into this country by Sir. H. Thompson.
The practice is too recent for surgeons as yet to
have fully appreciated its merits, but our impres-
sion is that cases will be found to be few in
which the use of the knife will be snperseded by
the necessarily tedious process of the elastic
ligature.—Zaucer.



A NEW APPARATTS FOR THE TREAT-
MENT OF FRACTURES OF THE
PA'TELLA.

BY W. J. WHEELER, M.D.,, T.C.D., L.R.C.S.1.,
Surgeon to the City of Dublin Hospital.

* * * In the apparatus now or the table, is a
hollow wooden splint, 437 inches wide, and extend-
ing from above the middle of the thigh to the sole
of the foot, at which point a footboard is attached
by means of a hinge . this splint having two trans-
verse bars, is fitted into a long box-spliut, the sides
of which are forty inches long and six inches in
depth, in which it travels horizontally.  That
portion of the splint on which the linb rests can
be elevated or depressed as required, by means of
perpendicular slots cut through the sides of the
box-splint.  Thus, the splint can be adjusted *»
suit a long or short leg. the limb can be elevated
or lowered at pleasure, and the foot placed at any
angle. This hollow splint i~ fixed i position by
means of thumb-screws which fitinto the transverse
bars before mentioned , two semilunar pieces of
metal, softly padded, are fixed one above the other
below the fractured patella by means of leather
straps which passround the limb, the leg is secured
to the splint by means of two broad web straps,
one round the calf the otherat the ankle; the foot
can be bandaged to the foot-board ; a roller with
each adjustiment is fitted in the box-splint below
the foot-board. Trom this roller start four cords,
which passing through brass sheaves, are attached,
two to the upper and two to the lower metal pads
by means of chains and light-hooks. The roller
isturned by means of a key, and acting on the
cords, causes the metal pads simultaneously to
approach each other, thereby bringing the frag-
ments into opposition ; the rack is covered by a
brass box, which can be locked, so that the adjust-
ment of the splint cannot be interfered with by the
patient.

Tne advantages of this apparatus wiil be more
briefly detailed by comparison. To those who
advocate Malgaigne’s hooks, T claim all the
advantages without the objections : my splint pre-
vides for the positionof the limb, Malgaigne makes
no such provision ; this apparatus will procure
perfect coaptation of the fragments without pene-
trating the soft parts, without the pain and irritation
frequently caused by the hooks. In several cases
treated in London by Malgaigne’s method, ervsipe-
latous inflammation has endangered both the limb
and life of the patient. It is superior to Sir A.
Cooper's method, by drawing on both fragments,
and can make well-maintained traction on the
lower as well as on the upper fragment if neces-
sary—and over both the plans just mentioned, by
its being able to exert greater or lesser force on
each fragment, as the case may require. It would
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be tirecome were T te enter into a comparison with
Ul the other contrivances that * aie been useld for
this fracture.

In conclusion, I will only add, that not only is
this splint suitable for the fracture for which I have
introduced it, but I bLelieve also for fractures of the
thigh or fractures of the leg.—.JZd. Press and
Civeular.

INCREMATION.

No less distinguished a member of our profes-
sien than Sir Heory Thompson has aceepted the
imevitable odiun of the profanum it wlaes, by attach-
ing his name to a manifesto in favor of incremation
as a means of dispusing of our dead. Several
wnths siuce the Medical Dress and Ciradar took
the lead amongst the British medical periodicals m
a review of the continental views on the subject,
«nd since then the proposition to reduce to ashes
tac bodies of our dead has attained—if not favour
-—at least toleration.

Sir Henry Thompson has—in  contributing
largely to the conversion of public prejudice—done
something to make the proposal distasteful and
tidiculous by his suggestions for the economical
uses of the products of incremation. We do not
consider it an unreasonable public prejudice Yhich
cffers vehement objection to the unlisation of the
remains of our friends for gas or manure, and the
applicability of incremation in this way would not
be generally possible or of any material advantage
if it could be carried out.

The scientific arguments in favour of the burn-
ing of our dead are complete and unchallengable.
By so doing we would carry out rapidly, and with-
out disadvantage to others, the process of decom-
position which now occurs slowly, and at the
expense of Jisseminating the most noxious efluvia
into the atmosphere which we breathe.  Moreover,
good taste and respect for the dead ought certainly
to exercise their promptings in favour of increma-
tion, for our associatien of idea with the rank
churchyard, and corrmpted remains must inspire,
one would suppese, a loathing which does not
attach to the ancient funeral honours of the pyre.

Humanity of feeling and sanitary acvantages
alike speakin favonr f the proposition, and it only
remains to educate the public out of their present
prejudices to solve one of the most difficult sanitary
questions of the day.—.7cd. Presc anl Circular.

Tur HyrobeErMrc Use oF ETzER—has been
found beneficial in collapse from hemorrhage. It
is injected till the breath shows its presenca,
There are no unpleasant local effects,
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Tbem given to the various London charities anony-
mously, and in nearly every instance it is thought

. "that this disinterested work of charitable munif.
A recent advertisement states that competent! cence has been by one and the same individual,

agents arc wanted for the sale of a new medicine, | There has also been one anonynous donation of

““which will be very profitable to the undertaker.”| £so00, and probably nearly a quarter of a million
—Med. & Sur. Reporter.  in smaller sums. ’

Redient Ftems and Drews.

i
Te everlasting pill of the ancients consisted of {  fp41 1y oF Lonpon.—The number of births

metallic antimony, which, Dr. Paris says, being, registered in the metropolis during the past weck
slightly soluble in the gastric juice, was supposed

to exert the property of purging as often as it was
swallowed.  Imagine o.2¢ pill for the repeated use
of a whole family for their lives !

“If you are unlucky enough to sever a man's
carotid artery,” said Nelaton, ¢ remember that
about two minutes must elapse before syncope
takes place, and as many more before death super-
venes. Now four minutesare just three more than
are nceded for binding a ligature, provided you are
not iz a Jnrry.

PuLse oF vARIoUs ANIMALS. — Vatel, in his
“ Veterinary Pathology,” gives for our domestic
animals the following pulse: Horse, from 32 to 38
pulsations per minute ; ox ox cow, 25 to 42 ; ass,
48 to 54; sheep, 70 to 79; dog, go to 100; cat,
110t 120; rabbit, 120 ; guineapig, 140 ; duck,
135; ha, 140

CHLORAL HYDRATE 1N PUERPERAL Mania.—
A case is reported in Tilden's Fournal of Materia
Medica for November, 1873, i which, after two
weeks of violent insanity, treated without perma-
nent benefit by other sedatives, the disease yielded
promptly to chloral hydrate, 2o grs. every two
hours till 60 grains were taken.—2Pacific Med. Four.

SUGAR AND MAGNESIA AN ANTIDOTE TO AR-
SENIC.—The Mowuvement Medical relates various
experiments conducted by Mr. Carl, with the
result of showing that sugar, mixed with magnesia,
may serve as an antidote in cases of poisoning by
arsenious acid, in which cases, too, the internal
use of the hydrated magnesia is most valuable.—
Lancet, Aug. 2, 1873.

THe Diagyosis oF LipoMATA.—An excellent
suggestion is made in a French Journal. A cha-
racter peculiar to lipomata resides in the property
belonging to all fatty tumors, of hardening under
the action of cold. When, after the use of ice or
the ether spray, in the case of a doubtful tumor,
the growth is felt to become harder, the presump-
tion is that the case is one of lipoma—AMed. and
Sur. Reporter.

It has been ascertained that during the past
year £80,000, in donations of £1000 each, have

was 1,702, and deaths 1,540. The births were 352
tand the deaths 156 below the average numbers in
, the corresponding weck of the last ten years. The
death-rate which in thc two previous weeks had
been 27 and 28 per thousand of population, de
clined last week to 24 per thousand.

Local Usk or IopororM.—This substance has
been used by Dr. Parrot in sloughing ulcer of the
vagina, with great success. Generally in two or
three days it stops the extending course of the
disease, and cicatrization rapidly takes place
Iodoform is as successful in these cases as in bubo
or fungous sores. It must be applied plentifully.
The sores must be first well washed and cleansed,
and then covered entirely with the powder
Sometimes, when the ulcer is very moist and there
is much loss of substance, it is useful to put on
two dressings daily,—Ibid.

The question of introducing homceopathy was
presented to the faculty of the University of
Naples a few months ago, eliciting the following
reply : “The University of Naples is not a proper
field for instruction in homceopathy, because the
rational medicine which is imparted here on the
natural sciences, excludes allopathy as well as
homceopathy, or any other absolute system or
dogma. The study of rational medicine is as far
removed from the ancient allopathy, with its blood-
letting and purgation, as from the recent delusion
of homceopathy with its ridiculous infinitesimal
doses and similia similibus medication.”

CHLORIDE oF PoTAssiuM IN EPILEPSY.~—Dr.
Lander uses chloride of potassium instead of bro-
mide of potassium in epilepsy. He mentions the
following advantages in the employment of the
substance: “ It is more active, is but one-sixth of
the cost, and has not the secondary effects of the
bromide. He begins with small doses, but has
been able to continue the use of the substance for
months without any inconvenience in daily doses
of from one drachm to a drachm and a half.
According to Dr. Lander, bromide of potassium 1
transformed into the chloride in the scomach.
This is therefore an additional reason for prescrib-
ing it at once in this latter form."—Seaisd,
Belgsum,
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HOMCEOPATHIC LICENSING BOARD,
WITH UNIVERSITY POWERS.

It has always been the dexterous policy of Dr.
Campbell to obtain the ear of persons of official
rank in the Government without any regard to the
mutations of politics, and in this we recognize the
versatility of his powers of savorr faire and sazolr
dire. The public as a rule take little interest in
the dogmas of school men, and when zpplied to
for signatures to petitions against alleged grievances,
unthinkingly support with their names an applica-
tion for unfair class legislation. These petitions
industriously circulated, and for the reason above
stated numerously signed, help to impress on the
members of the Legislature the ideca of a grievauce,
which as we think in our “Extra” we have sufficient-
ly demonstrated to have no existence. This erro-
neous opinion of disabi:ity is essentially serviceable
to the Homoeopathic branch of the Medical Coun-
cl at the present time, when we are endeavouring
to procure from the Legislature amended medical
legislation, for the interests alike of the public and
the profession. Whether this denominational in-
fluence, or supposed influence will, prevail against
the appeal of the great body of practitioners to the
Legislature is a question, to one side of which we
are too deeply pledged to give an unbiased opinion,
but of this we are certain, that should it prevail all
hope of elevating the stardard of medical educa-
tion, general as well as professional, is at an end,
the era of free trade inaugurated, and no cther way
left us for drawing a line between the educated
physician and the blatant ignorant quack, but by
extensively organizing Medical Associations; the
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qualifications for membership differing “toto coelo”
from the royal and easy road proposed by Dr.
Campbell for enabling a man to aftix M.D. to his
signature. We presume the Doctor in his present
iconoclastic mood will decide upon the vernacular
rather than the Latin for the wording of his degrees
(save the mark) and thus screen the possessors
from the inconvenience of being asked to translate
them. He has surely forgotten the general purport
of the oath required by his 4/ma Mater at the
time of his graduation, otherwise he could hardly
reconcile to his conscience an attempt to bring
University degrees into contempt by ranging them
alongside such abominable counterfeits. We
cannot for a moment suppose that the various uni-
versities of the Dominion will quietly and without
an effort submit to this high-handed attempt of
wresting from them their hitherto exclusive powers
of conferring well-merited degrees—this nsolent
desire for underrating the value of classical acquire-
ments to a physician.  Dut even if they did yield
to popular clamor and consider they were compelled
to make a sacrifice of principle in sinking their
graduates to a level (at least in the estimation of
the unthinking) with the future M.D's. of this pro-
posed Homeeopathic Licensing Board, we may rest
assured that medicine will not be without its
share of scholars so long as it holds out a sufficient
inducement to men of ability to enter the profes-
sion.

The work of reconstruction entered into some
years past by the Medical Council was a great one,
and the difficulties not trifling, the measure of suc-
cass that we had attained, authorized the hope that
consolidation would éventually be obtained, that
if we were veta long way off the zenith we had
safely passed the nadir, that the wranglings of
school-men would in time give place to those broad
and comprehensive views on the subject that should
alone influence men of a liberal profession, viz.,
increased diligence in the study, and advancement
of the various departments of medicine. We are
now, it would seem, to return to Hobbes description
of the primitive condition of man: “A congeries
of atoms, owning no authority, and engaged in
perpetual war,” as of course if the proposed Bill
obtains the sanction of the Legislature, the various
Universities and Colleges will resume their licensing
power, the Council will die a natural death, and
with itall chance of establishing a high and uniform
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curriculum.  This reforming backwards may be | public authorities. It is proposed to found, as ap
fairly attributed to the selfish amiétion and purposes ! additional attraction and advantage in connection
of one individual. with the Univereity of Leipzig, a clinique for men.
tal diseases.  For this purpose the sum of twenty.
five thousand pounds is proposed to be paid ou: of
the public purse. Truly, a magnificent proof of
the estimate of medical educational advantages en.
 tertained in Germany.

GOVERNMENT AID TO MEDICAL EDU-' The very recital of such munificence must be
CATION IN ONTARIO AND ON ;staggermg to the cheese-paring politicians of On.
THE CONTINENT. tario, who sought to ecomomize the public expen.
{ ditures by cutting off the grants to the medical
Governments and politicians in Canada have, of | schools. Small in amount as were the annual
late, dealt rather scurvily by our medical institu-y grants to the medical colleges, the sum of seven
tions. Politicians have lent themselves to thel hundred and fifty dollars a year, must have
stupid cry first raised against the literary colleges, ! assisted materially in the purchase of apparatus
and next against the medical schools, that they : and equipment, to which purpose the money was
were denominational and therefore not entitled to chiefly, if not altogether, appropriated.
public support.  Successive governments have ' We think it cannot be pretended that the Cana-
withheld the grants formerly given in aid of medi-! gian Medical Schools and the members of the
cal education. Accordingly itis a matter of fact! profession which these schools help to mature, do
that at the present day in Ontario medical educa-! ot suffer by this withdrawal of government aid.
tion is carried on without any assistance whatever  In point of fact, all the schools in Ontario have
from the State. The State forgets thatit may some . sufered financially and their resources for teach-
day need the services of properly educated men; jns have been in part crippled by this mistaken
and forgets, indeed, that already it claims some jo1i0n of economy. In progress of time, should
trivial services to which it has no right, save by i ot this mistake be rectified, it is to be feared that
compensation, which, however, it omits to make.: the result will be manifest in the great and increas-
Very differently fare the medical educational i“'; ing difficulties which our schools must encounter
stitutions on the continent. In France, notwith-' in heing deprived of pathological laboratories and
standing her calamities, means are found to equip | their adjuncts to successful teaching which mark
the medical faculties with still greater facilities than \ (e advances of the day in the continental schools.
have been possessed before, so that the Republic’ Nothing but great industry on the part of teachers
does not fall short of the Empire in this respect. | anq students can keep both up to the standard of
In Paris some finely-furnished pathological labora- | progress which is now being reached in medical
tories have been appended to the hospitals, where | wition abroad, and even with all the possible in-
clinical teaching is carried on, and teachers and { dustry, many of the truths of modern physiclogy
students reap every advantage that can be derived ' and physical and chemical science must be taken
from the thorough invesﬁgation of disease. These ! on credit by the Canadian Studeng’ and be passed
laboratories have been copied from similar estab_ by without demonstration by the Canadian pro-

lishments previously existingin Berlin and Vienna, : fessor for lack of laboratories and apparatus which
where, through the action of the Prussian and Aus- government assistance might procure.
trian Governments, respectively, great attention has

*“ T have no spur
To prick the sides of my intent, but only
Vaulting ambition, which overleaps itself,
And falls on the other side.”

We are not without some expectation that ere

been paid to the furtherance of medical education.
Suddenly, since the advance of the cost of living
in Berlin and in the Austrian capital, Leipzig has
become a favorite seat of medical education in

Germany, great numbers of students having desert- |

ed Berlin for this more economical city. This in-
flux of students has been kindly welcomed by the

long the Provincial Government will see its way
to make provision for high-class medical education
in this part o the Dominion. It establishes a
school of Technology for the advancement of the
mechanical arts, and to be consistent it should
also advance the higher art, and one more diffi-
cult of attainment, and more essential to the
public weal, that of medicine in all its departments.




THE CANADA LANCET.

203

—_—

DEATH FROM THE ADMINISTRATION
OF A MIXTURE OF CHLOROFORM
AND ETHER.

A case is reported in the Boston Medical and
Surgical Fonrnal, in which the death of a Mrs.
Crie was caused by the above-named mixture,
The anesthetic was administered by Dr. Eastham,
a Jentist, for the extraction of a tooth. The mix-
wre consisted of two-thirds chloroform and one-
third ether, of which the patient inhaled only
ahout from two to four drachms when she died.
Dr. Bigelow, in his testimony at the inquest, stated
that the woman died from breathing chloroform
contained in the mixture, and that he never knew
of a case of death occurring where ether alone, was
properly administered. Drs. Cabot, Clarke, Gay,
and Hodges, gave testimony to the same effect.
The jury gave the following verdict : ** That Mary
F. Cric came to her death in the office of Dr.
Eastham, a dentist, and that her death was caused
by the inhalation of chloroform administered in a
mixture of chloroform and ether by the said Dr.
Eastham. The jury use this opportunity to caution
the public against the inhalation of so dangerous
an agent as chloroform for the production of
insensibility to pain. 1n the opinion of the jury
the inhalation of sulphuric ether is safe, while the
inhalation of chloroform, either alone or mixed, is
always attended with danger.”

MEETINGS OF THE MEDICAL PROFES-
SION OF TORONTO.

A meeting of the profession of Toronto was
held on Thursday the 22nd ult, in the rooms of
the Canadian Institute, to take into consideration
the ineasures affecting the profession about to be
introduced into the Ontario Legislature.  The
following resolutions were unanimously adopted :—

Moved by Dr. Agnew, and seconded by Dr.
Oldright—** That whatever may have been, or may
be, our views regarding the principle mvolved in
combining the various elements at present united
under the Ontario Medical Act for educational
purposes, we are united in the belief that that Act
has' been practically beneficial in elevating the
general standard of medical education, and that
Its repeal would prove detrimental to tne welfare
both of the public and the profession.”

Moved by Dr. Fulton, and seconded by Dr.
Archibald— * That we believe the proposed amend-
ments to the Ontario Medical Act, as published in
the CaNapa Lancer for October, 1873, (with the
exception of section eleven, and of sub-section
three of section seven), will be conducive to the
better working of the Act.”

Moved by Dr. Geikie, and seconded by Dr.
Coleman—*That, inasmuch as the Homowopathic
members of the College of Physicians and Sur-
geons of Ontario enjoy, and will continue to en-
Joy equal rights, privileges, and immunities with
the members of the general profession and of the
Eclectic body, the Act of Incorporation sought
Ly them is uncalled for and unnecessary, and the
separate powers for which they ask would be injuri-
ous alike to the public and to the profession in all
its sections, while their extraordinary demands for
extensive University powers, would, if granted,
Injure the whole system of Canadian University
education.”

Moved by Dr. Cassidy and seconded by Dr.
Aikins—* That Drs. H. H. Wright, Cann'fi,
Fu]ton,. Oldright, and Archibald be appointed a
Committee to act in concert with the Exccutive
Committee of the Council, in urging the views
embodied in the foregoing resolutions upon the
members of the Legislature and of the Government,
and to take such other steps as they might deem
necessary to carry them into effect,

H. H. WricHT, M.D,,
CHas. ARrRcHiBaLD, M.D,, Chairman.
Secretary.

MEETINGS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

" The Executive Committee of the Council of the
College of Physicians and Surgeons ot Ontario has
held two or three meetings during the past month.
The proposed amendments to the Ontario Medical
Act (see Lancet Oct. 1,) have had a large share of
attention. Clause vii., sub-section three, relating
to the licensing of midwives has been struck out.
Clause xili., relating to the examining board, has
been modified in such a way as to fix the number
of examiners at nine.

It is also proposed to fix the annual assessient
at one dollar for the first year, after which 1t will be
optional, and no further demand will be made unty
after the neat election, when menbers way be return-
ed either for or against texation. The amended Act
will be printed in a few days, and a copy will be
sent to every medical man in the Province whose
address can be obtained.
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BIRMINGHAM AND PRIESTLEY. | LARGESTONE IN THE BLADDER.—Dr. Hingston,

'

1of Montreal, has removed from the bladder of
Dr. B. W. Richardson, F.R.S., (so eminent by a young man an oxalate of lime calculus with 5
his labours as a physiological experimentalist, and phosphatic coating, which measured nine and a
as an nulhority on anmsthetics,) has been gi\'ing a. quarter inches in greatest circumfercncc,—(hg
serics of popular lectures in Birmingham. * Joseph largest, so far as we have yet heard, removed in
Priestley,” as a pionecr of modern science, was | Canada. The lateral method was adopted, and
the Sllbject of one Of the IECN“'CS, and at the end \ the pa(ient, xt. 22, wmade a good recovery.
of a very vivid portrayal of the iife and scientific
fabours of Priestley, Dr. Richardson made aspirited | CHOREA TREAIED BY GAI-VAA\'.ISa\I.——.-There has
appeal to the people of Birmingham to atone for | occurred at .thc Gf:ncral Hospital, Birmingham,
the evil done by their forefathers in burning Priest- ,TCCC“H)’ an interesting case of chorea in a young
ley’s house, and in driving him away from Birming- man, aged cightees, Wh_“‘»h has. be.en treated with
ham; and concluded eloquently thus:—* Trom great success by the daily application of galvaniim

the ashes of the burned house of Priestley let  to the spine.  Other treatment had previously been
there arise a temple of science,—make it as he . unsuccessful.  The case was under the care of Dy,

would have made it, resplendent, unrivaled in B Foster, and improvement dated from the second
application,

means for scientific research ; give to it his immortal
name, and depend upon it that his fame, not less
immortal, will descend through your sons,—aye,
and through your daughters, too,~—conierring, v,

W . . . .

thc;iages ‘glco‘_“c' new I“S‘:‘ (]’" ¥ (I’“r nolblc‘tov.fn rizthod has been practised by many surgeons of
S ankind. o . . - T2t

and new blessings an mankine tis pleasing 0\ »minence. Lately, Mr. Gawgee, of Birmingham,

find that th.is cloquent .1ppef1l (rom a wothy culti: ' removed four inches of necrosed bone from the
vntor'of science was aimost mnm.zdmtgly responded | < - 11 o the femur of a lad aged nineteen. By
to. Through the' {lbﬂ'nhty of Sir Josiah Mason, a iy, megns great facility was given for examining
g the_ Iuwnr‘Hau has bgen purf:hascd, ' the bone, and not a teaspoonful of blocd was lost.
and the new P'riestley Colleze of science will soon | 1y a6 on an cperation of this kind (necrosis tibize)
be commenced. that Professor Esmarch based his celebrated clinical
lecture, giving a precise account of the origin and

advantages of the practice of employing the elastic
WEALTHY PHYSICIANS. bandage.

EsvarcHs METHOD.—Since the introduction
tinto England, by Mr. MacCormack, of Esmarch’
hleodless method of performing operations, the

———— e

Examples are not wanting in British experience, | Tur HospiTaL Suir, “VicToR EMANUEL'—
of physicians getting rich by their profession, ori The English medical journals give great credit to
having great wealth conferred upon them by |the dockyard authorities, and to those concerned
inheritance—very often the two sources of wealth | in medical supervision, for the excellence of design
going together to make a fortune. Among late | and completeness of detail carried out in the con-
examples may be cited Dr. Bence Tones and Sir!struction of the hospital ship, “ Victor Emanuel,”
Henry Holland. Recent English journals mention 'intended for service on the Gold Coast. One
that the will of the late Dr. Dalrymple, M.P., was ' enthusiastic medical visitor exonerates the Govern-
proved on the 28th November last by his widow : ' ment from all charge of parsimony, and says the
and a personalty of the handsome sum of .£45,- | country has never sent out a floating hospital 50
ooo being sworn to, shows that this medical member | carefully planned. He advocates the importance
of the House of Commons lived in affluent circum- | of carefully keeping the plans and specifications

stances and has left his family well provided for.

e —— e e e

OPENINGS"— A good opening for a medical man
o

in Albion, Ont. Address, Dr. Hickman.

for future guidance, as it is probable such vessels
will be largely employed in future wars. Let us
see how this enthusiasm may be tempered by the
experience of invalids in this ship under the tropical
sun on the African coast.
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Uxusval Doses.—It has been suggested that
some uniform mode of marking unusual doses in
prescrip&ions should be adopted by the profession.
At present cach individual prescriber uses some
invention of his own to designate any unusual
departure from the ordinary dose. It has been
proposed in the British Pharmaceutical Conference,
with a view to remedy this, that the prescribing
physician should in cvery case add his initials,
thus: Tr. digitalis 3ss. (J. R. C.) The German
physicians use a note of exclamation (!) after the
article, thus: Tr. digitalis 3ss. (!). Some are in
the habit of underlining the sign, thus : Tr. digitalis
5. From this it is apparent that some uniform
sgn should be adopted that would be understood
by druggists &c.  The one proposed by the British
Conference seems the most suitable.

TriNity CoLLEGE MEeDIcal SchooL.—In a
recent issuc of some of the British Medical jour-
nals, the name of * Trinity College, Toronto,” was
omitted from the list of Celonial Uhniversities
rcognized by the Royal College of Surgeons of
England.  As the Royal College had recognized
Trinity College Medical School as soon as it was
re-established, this omission was known to have
beenaccidental, and we ncw learn that the authori-
ties of Trinity College have reccived a formal
notification of its full recognition long since, and
an explanation that the above-mentioned omission
was a mere accidental error. A similar notification
has also heen received from the Royal College of
Physicians and Surgeons of LEdinburgh.

AProINTMENTS.—John Brandon, of the Village
of Ancaster, Esquire, M.D., to be an Associate
Coroner, within and for the County of Wentworth.
David O'Brien, of the Village of Renfrew, Esquire,
M.D., to be an Associate Coroner, within and for
the County of Renfrew. Daniel Alexander Sin-
clair, of th2 Village of Melbourne, Esquire, M.D.,
to be an Associate Coroner, within and for the
County of Middlesex. George Lewis, of the
Village of Fort Erie, Esquire, to be an Associate
Coroner, within and for the County of Welland.
J.H. Parsons, M.D., has been appointed to the
Chair of Medical Jurisprudence and Toxicology,
in Victoria College.

BaNNING TRUSS AND Brack Co.—We beg leave
tocall the attention of our readers to the instru-

ments and appliances manufactured by the abeve
Company. They make a specialty of the manufac-
ture of trusses and braces, in both of which they
have no superiors. Their various forms of spinal
braces have given remarkably good satisfaction
wherever they have becen fairly tested.  They
are light, casily adjusted and comfortable
to the patient.  We take great pleasurc in recom-
mending these appliances to any who may be in
need of them. All orders should be addressed to
the * Banning Truss and Brace Co.,” yc4 Broad-
way, New York, U.S.

SINGULAR PHENOMENON.—A singulatly rare,
interesting and unique case has lately come under
our notice. A colored man, native of Buffalo, U.
S., who calls himself (Dr.) George Thomas, aged
45, has been exhibiting before the medical classes
in the schools in Toronto during the past week.
The case is altogether a puzzling one. The pul-
sation of the heart can be heard equally distirct on
both sides below the nipple. By the action of the
muscles of the thorax and abdomen he appears to
have the power of displacing the heart, and arrest-
ing the pulse at the wrist, for when the muscles are
in a state of contraction and the abdomen rendered
tense the heart sounds may be distinctly heard, first
in the left lumbar region, low down, and then in
the right ; at the same time they are absent inthe
precordial region, and the pulse at the wrist can-
not be felt. He has also the power of throwing
the abdominal muscles into undulating contractions
which are very peculiar, producing a wave-like
appearance, which is capable of being reversed—
the undulations at first proceeding from above
downwards, and finally from below upwards.

COLLEGE oF PHVSICIANS AND SURGEONS.—The
following gentlemen passed the Matriculation
examination in medicine recently held at the High
School :—James G. Morden, Marshal Sutton, J. S.
Atkinson, Caleb East, Rowland B. Orr, Archibald
McCardy.

Diep.—At Lloydtown, on Tuesday, Jan. 2oth,
1874, William Scholfield, M.D., aged 38 years.

At his residence, near Wellington, Prince Edward
County, Ontario, on the morning of the sth Jan.
1874, Dr. Willet Casey Dorland, aged 68 years
and 6 months.
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On the 21st ult., Dr. Keator, of St. John, N. B., |
of congestion of the lungs. '

Dr. S. W. Butler, late editor of the Med. an'
Surg. Reporier, Philadelphia, died at his residence
on the 6th ult.

Drars or THE S1amesk Twins—The celebrated
Siamese twins are dead.  Tney died at ther resi-
dence, (a farm ncar Mount Airy) N. C, U. 8., on!
the r7th ult., at the ageof 04. Chang, the smaller
of the two, had a stivke of paralysis two or three
years ago ; since then his Lealth has been gradually
dechning. The ower (Eng) was in good health
up to the death of his brother.  He was greatly
frightened at the announcement of his brother's
death ; aad partly froin this and the vascular nature
of the connection between them, he died about two
bours afterward:. No post murfen examination
was pertormed, s should have Leen done in the
interest of science, but it has long been known
that a very la:ge artery caists in the band which
connects them. A surgical uperation had long
been contemplated on the death of Chang; but
his brother was dead before the surgeon, Dr.
Hollingsworth, arrived. They were married to two
sisters, and were the tathers of several children.

BOOK NOTICES.

THE STULENT's GUIDE To MEDICAL DiacNusIs.
By Samuel Fenwick, M.D., F.R.C.P,, etc. I'rom
the third revised and enlarged English edidon,
With illustrations o wooud, pp. 328.  Philadel-
phia: Henry ¢ Ley, 1873, Toronto: Willing
& Williamson.

This work was undertaken with a view s the
author says of usshsting the students in attendance
on their clinical lectures in one of the london
Hospitals. It 1s illustrated with woul cuts or
patholozica: lesions, and 1epresentations of micius-
~opical sections.  The author first tahes up dis-
eases of the urgans. as the heart, lungs, hiver, kid
neys, abdomen, and brain; then fevers, rhcuma-
tism, gout, and discases of the skin .\ desaription
15 first given of the morlid anateny of cach as the
result of discase. the laaamy symptoms are then
stated, the significance s Feach pointed cut, wnd its
value as a disterential sign weighed.  The arrange-
ment 1s very convenient for the student ; the style
is clear and impressive, and well adapted to the
object the author has in view.

T

HE TECHNOLOGIST, OR INDUSTRIAL Montm§
FOR 1874. ]
The January number of this interesting jouma]
issued by the Industrial Publication Company, 14
Broadway, New York, has come to hand, and §
usual, it is filied with valuable information. It co
tains upwards of fifty important articles.  Of the,
nineteen are illustrated, the illustrations includis
two full-page engravings, printed in colors. TH
descriptions of new machines and processes af
clear and explicit.  Those of our readers who at
interested in industrial progress, ought by all mea
to examine this periodical, which may be obtaind
of any news agent, or direct from the publishes
Fach number contains 38 large pages and is pulli
lished at the low price of $1.50 per year, or fifted
cents per single number. 3
A Havp-Book or THE THEORY AND PRACTICE
MepiciNe. By Frederick T. Roberts, M.D
M.R.C.P., Assistant Physician to the Universij
College Hospital, London, etc. Philadelphig
Lindsay & Blakiston, 1874 Toronto: Copj
Clark & Co. 1
This book is une of a class much needed ai
highly prized. In w short space the author giv
the leading facts known up to the present daf
regarding the nature and treatment of disease.
the compass of this single volume a vast amoud
of information of the best kind is to be foun
Its cminently practical character, as well
ics being written in a very readable style, cannd
fail to make it a favorite with students as well
with the busy practiticner.
DEMOREST'S ILLUsTRATED MONTHLY MAGAZIN]
for January. Subscription, $3 per annum, wi
u beautiful chromo as a premium.  (See advt.)d
‘Tue PHysicaxs Yanp-Book rok 1874. By M
Elmer, M.D., and A. D. Elmer, M.D. N¢
York : W. A. Townsend.

Edited by W. Morrant Bakd
F.R.C.S, etc. With 248 illustrations. Eighf
edition; pp 835. Philadelpba: 3. C. L&
T. »nto: Copp, Clark & Co. 3

house Kirkes.

A Pracrical TREATISE ON THE DISEASES OF THE
Lag, includinyg the Anatomy of the Organ.
T % St John Roosa, M.A., M.D. Professo
ar. ses of the Eye and Ear University 0
New York, &c. &, lliustrated by wood e

Vig

gravings and chromo-litho vaphs. New York
Wm. Wood & Co. Toronto: Willing & Wi

liaruson,  Price $4.50.



