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A NEW REMEDY FOR DYSENTERY.

BY WM. KERR, SUKGEON, GALT.

CEIest publiihed In the Edinduroh Ned. Journal, June, 1565.)

‘Twelve: years ago, an accidental circumstance led me tv attempt

an improvement in the of dysentery. Ci ing with

3 camphor and henbane, added to opium, 1 experimented on every
2 officinal narcotic, coming to the conclusion, that of these the most
g cificient combination was onc of opium, henbane, hemlock, stramo-
b3 nium, and digitalis. I had cause to be better satisfied with this than
- with any previous combination ; but from time to time failures or
P| tardy success induced the conclusion that something was still want-
ing,~—that something if to be found at all, was therefore to be dis.

j§ covered in plants not yet admitted into the Ph poci After
‘along scarch, Cicuta maculata, Sium lineare, aud Conio-sclinun
canadense, indigenous to the swamps and woods of Canada, sup-

¥ plied the deficiency better than any others I happened to try.  Sium
Bf lincare supplanted hemlock-(Conium i ). on account of the

 combinati ining the latter onall ducing pain in the
boucls and h\hng, while that wita Siwn lmcnre gave relief; and
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dulcamara supplanted henbane, as experience showed it to be better
adapted to act beneficially along with the other members of the
combination. [ts constituents, when the investigation was concluded
were as follows :—four officinal, viz., opium, stramonium, dulcamara,
digitalis ; three non-officinal, Sium lineare, Cicuta maculata, Conio-
selinum, canadense.  All are more or less narcotic; and digitslis,
dulcamara,and Sium lincare are also diuretic. S0 many are necessary
cvidently from cach possessing some peculiarity in the way in which
it affects the system : the combined effect of these peculiarities being
required to combat the disease.

Without opium the combination is slightly aperient, improves
appetite, promotes sleep, and, according to experience gained in
dysentery and other diseases, heals ulceration of the mucous mem-
brane. In dysentery, opium is necessary apparently to check the
frequent motions of the bowels, the strictly curative power depending
chiefly, if not altogether, on the other ingredients. In infants
generally, and also in a few adults, digitalis does not act favourably
In such instances [ have substituted squills with great benefit
Adults generally require the combination with digitalis; of a very
few infants the same may be said ; and to many adults the combina-
tion with digitalis, vr that with squills, may be given indiffecently.
Jxcepting opium and squills, the part employed is the leaf. Vigitalis
and squills are combined in the proportion of half a part each,—all
the otl.ers in that of one part. TFor infants, opium -is redaced to 2
half-part.  The usual dose to adults is six and a half graias, digitalis
or syuills being each half a grain, and all the others on¢ grain each.

Between five and six years were spent in determiaing the com-
ponents. Beginning with three, I never afterwards, cither in adding
or subtracting, changed more than one plant, till T had as fully as
lay in my power ascertained the result of each change. In this
manner I have eaperimented on thirty-two plants or their products,
1 have pulled down the combination, and built it up again, and thus
done my best to ascertain the necessity for each component. For
upwards of seven years the combination has been used with very
great success ; but as my own eaperience may be suspected of being
bia,sséd, 1 shall confine myself to the reports of others.

Dr. Brown, of Berlin, Ont., had a very severe attack, of which
he published an account in the Montreal Afedical Chironicle for
December, 1858..
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Of this paper the following is a copy, slightly abridged :—* In
August last I was seized with epidemic dysentery. The usual
remedics were properly administered—opium, the quantity of which
speedily rose to twenty-one and even twenty-four grains daily, to-
gether with mercury, acetate of lead, zad ipecacuanha, but no amend-
ment took place. I vomited incessantly, and, though tormented
with thirst, could retain no fluid. In my case the effect of large
doses of opium was prostrating and overpowering. I did not sleep,
but could scarcely be said to be awake, except to the conscious-
ness of severe pain, agonizing tenesmus, and frequent vomiting. |
had been ten days ill, nature was sinking, collapse was to be feared,
when Dr. Kerr visited me. He immediately gave three and a half
grains, or half a grain of each of the seven ingredients.” (The recipe
is here given by Dr. B.)

1 was very restless from a sensation of sinking and severe pain.
In half an hour, after dosing a few minutes, I became aware of a
great change. I could lie quiet; the distressing tenesmus was less,
pain in the body and limbs less severe, the sensation of sinking re-
lieved, a glow of warmth was supplanting the cold of threatened
collapre, and an inclination to sleep, not before experienced during
my illness, was stealing over me. The first thought was amazement
at the change, then a faint recollection of a new medicine crossed
my mind, and I resigned myself to its influence. I was immediately
asleep, and for an hour and a half had a comfortable and refreshing
sleep, unaccompanied, comparatively speaking, with sensorial dis-
turbance. When I awoke all the symptoms were relieved. Seven
frains were given every six hours , but the quantity of digitalis being
t00 great, this drug was reduced from a full to a half proportion,
making each dose six and a-half grains, which were given every four
hours® I spent twenty-four hours almost wholly in sleep ; calls to
Tise were still frequent, but the tenesmus was less severe, and, though
Lretched a few times, vomiting ceased. In a few days appetite be-
gan to return.”

“During twelve years’ practice, I never in the treatment of
dysentery met with a narcotic to be compared with Dr. Kerr'’s com-
bination, in relieving general irritability, pain, and, above all, nausea
wd vomiting. It produces a wonderful degree of comfort, unat-

1 Prior to this all the ingredients were equal.
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ended by sensorial disturbance.  From thirty minutes after the first
dose was taken my suffering was comparatively nothing. Little hope
was entertained of my recovery previous to the first dose, but became
sanguine before 1 had taken the third."®  Dr. Bingham, Dr. Brown’s
medical attendant, in a supplement, vouches for the accuracy of the
narrative, and relates six confirmatory cases from his own experience.

Dr. Bingbam, supplied with medicine by me, treated successfully
the sporadic cases which occurred in the following years . -In August,
1862, he, with Dr. Bell, by this time his partner, appiied to me,
making the following statement . - Dysentery had broken out epi-
demically in their locality, but not having any of my medicine. they
had treated it with the usual remedies; a woman had died the pre-
ceding evening, her husband was dangerously ill, and other two were
apparently dy ng.  Furnished with a supply, they hastened to their
patients. ‘The husband just mentioned, though previously ill for
five days, was relieved in less than an hour, and had a rapid re-
covery. One of those believed to be dying recovered readily, though
upwards of seventy years of age, the other died, time to administer
a single dose only being afforded.  During the remainder of the
epidemic there was not a death, though, judging from the severity
«of the attacks, six or seven would have proved fatal under ordinary
treatment.  In the antumn of 1863, dysentery was again epidemic
at Ayr, Ont., where Drs. Bell and Bingham resided.  Without delay
they applied to me for medicine, and treated successfully every case ;
while the only othcr medical gentleman in the same village adhered
to the ordinary treatment, and out of « smaller number of patients
Jost five by death.

Dr. Mackintosh, of Hamilton, Ont., has employed the combina-
tion in dysentery since 1861, and in all cases with success. TFrom
his notes 1 give the following account of the ¢pidemic and generally
severe character of the attacks :—

18064, 152k Fuly—A child, four years of age, seizeC two days
ago, bloody stools every half hour, accompanied with vomiting and
severe pain. Applied hot fomentations, and gave three grains of .
the squill combination with opium every four hours. These were
speedily followed by relief; the child had a pretty good night, and
on the rgth is reported quite well.

2 The possibility of any future report from Dr. Brown was cut off by his
accidental death a few months afterwards.
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“ 17th Fuly.—A girl in the same house, nine years of age, was
seized during the night with severe dysentery. Applied hot fomen-
tations, and gave five grains of the digitalis combination with opium
every three hours. Immediate relief followed, and next day she was
convalescent. Six doses in all were given.

“222d Fuly.—A boy, seven years of age, seized yesterday, and
now severely affected. Gave three grains every three hours, and
by evening he was much relieved. Nine doses completed the cure.

“ 62k August.—A. man, aged thirty, attacked during the night'
with rigors and vomiting, followed by dysentery. 1In the morning
seven grains were given every three hours. In two days he was
quite well. .

12¢h August.— A man, aged sixty-four ; bloody motions every
half-hour, with nausea. Same doses given as to last patient ; next
day almost well.

“ x5th August.—A woman, aged fifty-six, during the night was
attacked with severe dysentery. Same doses given. By evening
was much better; and by the third day complained merely of
weakness.

172k August— A woman, suddenly seized with very sev:re
dysentery, visited shortly after ; she was then cold and faint, and
stools passed without control. Gave seven grains of the digitalis
combination, with one-fourth of a gram of morphia (instead of
upium), every two hours. After the third dose relief was so great
that morphia was altogether omitted, but seven grains of the other
combination were continued thrice a-day.

“1oth August.—Almost well.”

Dr. Philip, of Galt, late assistant-surgeon, H. M. 18th Regiment,
has furnished me with the following statement: * Your remedy
was administered by me in six severe, besides a number of slighter
cases of dysentery during the autumn of 1862. Relief was uniformly
obtained after one or two doses, and recovery completed within a
few days. One of the cases was characterized by profuse sanguineous
discharge, and, occurring in a delicate female, would probably have
proved fatal but for the timely administration of this medicine. In
contrasting the success of treatment in these instances with the
fruitless and unfortunate attempts made by myself and others at
relief in the severe dysentery of the Crimea, it is impossible not to
be struck with the readiness and efficacy of this remedy. Every
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known system of treatment, I believe, was tned there, and the
medical history of the campaign shows with how little benefit.  Many
of the cases which in the Crimea ended fatally were not apparently
of a more severe character than some of those which yiclded rapidly
to your medicine.”

Dr. Merritt, who at the e the following occurred was chief of
the Medical Depastment of the Confederate Army of the Mississipp,
thus writes to me—*in August, 1863, when 1 charge of Camp
Jackson, 1 came 1nto p of a ity of your di for
dysentery.  The ra;nd:ly of rchef and of cure was exceedingly
striking. "The men were on their feet in a few days, and in the worst
cases | did not give more than eight doscs of six gruns cach. My
supply lasted ten days, and was adunnistered to about sixty pauents,
only onc of whom dicd. For some time before I obtained the
medicine the deaths ranged from one to three daily, and as soon as
it was ail expended the mortality resumed the same rate.”

A child of the Rev. Mr. Robb, Calabar, Western Africa, in the
latter part of fuly, 1863, was setzed with dysentery.  A¢ this time
the favourite treatment at the misston was farge doses of ipecacuanha ;
but the illness resisted every prescription of Dr. Hewan, the medical
attendant. By the imddie of August the child was so reduced, and
death 50 impressed on the visage, that recovery was regarded by all
10 be hopeless. At this juncture the parents recoltected a packet of
the combination which I had given to them.  After the sccond dose
the ~hild awoke from a refieshing sleep, casy and tranquil, and the
medicine being continued, recovery went on rapidly, without a single
untoward symptom  \ second attack of dysentery, a few months
afterwards, was stopped 1 a smgle day A native Afncan was curcd
of what threatened to be a severe illness by ten doses

Fifteen medical men besides myself have used this combmation
in dysentery , 1t has been given i the warm region of Califonia,
amid the privations and discomforts of a camp in the hot summer
of the Southern States, at sea on the Atlantic, i the tropical and
pestilential chinate of Calabar, and there 1s a remarkable uniformity
n the testimony of all  Relicf generally in an hour, restoration to
health in a few days, and the great majority cured within 2 week
A few cases were a little tedious, and a stitl smaller number lingered
for three or four weeks ; nonc lapsed into chrome dysentery ; and
out of about four fo five hundred patients, though scveral of the
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attacks were vety severe, as severe as some of the reporters had ever
witnessed, ondy four died.  One of these was a delicate child 5 the
sccond, an infant on whom th* medical attendant had previously
eshausted all the ordinary medicines , and the third and fourth have
not been specially reported to me. 1 have bzen told of some
instonces, and a few have occumred in my own practice, of that
generally fatal vanety of dysentery charactenzed by profuse bloody
discharges. usually attended with severe pain, all of whom were cured
without difficulty. The combination fails in chronic diarrhaea.
powibly because this disease 1y usually unaccompanied Ly lesion of
the mucous membrane, I have not seen or had reported to me any
disagreeable etfect from this remedy, though, judging from the char.
acter of its constituents, such 15 possible, were the doses unreasonably
laxge.  The meditinal power is certamly greatly mereased by the
combination, but 110t the peisorous  Relief speedy and great of pain,
faz sounder and more refreshing slecp than that trom opium, and
cessation of discharges, are the uwsual effects  “The nearly uniform
sticeess has not given vither my ¢ pond or myself opp

ties of trying the treatment by large doses of ipecacuanha.

In the course of my experience, several persons atthicted with
chronic dysentery have been restored to health, -some by tae com.
binatton containing opium, others by that without  Dr. Ogden,
lecturer or Materia Medica, Toronto, tells me of a case of actite
dysentery where, from 1diosyncrasy, opum disagreed, but which
was speedily cured by the combination, leaving out this drug.

Cases of cholera mfantum bave been reported to me by medical
friends as treated successtully by the combination contaiming opm
Or summer cholera I select the following on account of its seventy
A young man was seized duning the might, and visited by Dr. Bing
ham in the moming. At this ume he was violently cramped, skin
cold and clammy, voice husky, and pulse feeble. Fight grams of
the combimation contasning opmum were given, from this time he
vomited no more, a glow of warmth {as m Dr. Brown's casc of
dysentery) supplanted the cold of threatened collapse, and cramps
rapidly abated in seventy, though all day he had muscular twatchings
Four more doses completed the cure.  Summer cholera has been for
some years a rare discase, but all treated by my medical correspond
<eats or myself have readily recovered,
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(2nd paper, published in 1867.)

I may herc mention, that I find I have not stated with sufficient
clearness in my first paper that, in a very few adults, the digitalis
combination altogether fails, and that with squills succeeds, and vize
7ersa in infants.

Dr. Mackintosh, of Hamilton, Ont., sends me the iollowing
cases :—

“No. 1. 124 Fuly. - An adult; mild form of dysentery, very
speedily relieved, and in three days cured. He then went to an-
other part of the country, and about a month afterwards had a severe
attack of the same disease, which, notwithstanding the assiduous use
of Dover's powder, and starch and laudanum enemata, did not
entirely cease for three weeks.

“Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.-- All in one family, between 22nd and
31st July.—No. 2. A delicate boy, 8 years of age, had been ill for
nearly a week; strength much reduced; motions frequent and
characteristic. ~Speedily relieved, and in about a week cured. Nos.
3and 4. Aged 6 and 4 years. Seen in the incipient stage. They
were speedily relieved, and a few doses restored them to health.
No. 5. The father, aged 50. Taken ill on the 28th July, when he
was obliged to leave his workshop. Motions frequent and charac-
teristic. The acute symptoms were relieved by the 3rst, but, from
intemperate habits, the disease remained in a chronic state for about
two weeks. No. 6. A daughter, aged 18, who resided out of Hamil-
ton, paid the family a visit, and next day was seized with dysentery
in her own house. Cured by six doses.

“No. 7.—26/h.~-A woman, aged 35. Two days ago illness
commenced ; symptoms somewhat severe. Medicine was given in
the usual form, and by the 29th she was quite well.

“No. 8.-—27th.—Child, aged 30 months; motions frequent,
bloody and characteristic. jofh. Much relieved. In a few days
cured.

“No. 9.—6t% August.- An adult, ill for two days ; symptoms
somewhat severe. Relief speedy and effectual. 7574 Cured.

“No. 1o.— 7#%.—A woman, aged 49. Has for years been
ailing with ulcers of the mouth and tongue, and severe dyspeptic
symptoms. Two days ago attacked by severe dysentery. &t All
the symptoms less severe, last night slept well, a comfort she had
not enjoyed for two nights previously. 734, Cured. Latterly the
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medicine was given without opium, and she now states that her old
ailments are much lessencd, and expresses her conviction that the
continued use of the medicine will restore her to health. Have not
since seen her.

“No. 11.—gth—A child, aged two years. Has been ill all
summer with diarrha:a, which has now become severe dysentery ;
he is very much reduced. Three grains of the squill combination to
be given three times a-day. These mitigated all the symptoms, and
at the end of a week he was so much improved that the medicine
was discontinued. 28% Oct. He is now a plump, healthy-looking
child.

“No. 12.—z0th—A delicate woman, aged 27. 1ll a day and
a night. Relief speedy and permanent. 7774 Cured.

“ No. 13.-—Zgth.—A woman, aged 38. Tor the last three or
four days moderately ill, but much worse to-day. s7#% Considers
herself well. No relapse.

“ No. 14.—A child, aged 14 months. Moderately severe attack.
Cured in five days.

“ No. 15.—282h.—A child,aged 2z years. Very much the same
as No. 11.  Almost every remedy had been tried by the family
physician. In a week, under the squill combination, the evacuations
became natural. 37 Oc. Well.

“No. 16.—72% Sept.—A boy, 3 years of age. Relief speedy
and permanent. z5t4. Cured.

“No. 17.—8.—A woman aged 23. Ill for about a week.
Several domestic remedies had been tried, but without alleviating
the symptoms. Three doses of the digitalis combination gave great
relief, and procured sleep. r2z4. Cured.

“ No. 18.—74/h.—1 never before saw a patient recover from
$0 severe an attack as in the case I am now to relate. A man, aged
45, called at my house, stating that he had been ill for a day or two,
and that he had got much worse this afternoon ; he hoped, however,
by warmth and rest in bed, together with domestic remedies, that by
next morning he would be better, and therefore declined medicine.
I5th. At seven o’clock a.m. he sent for me, and on my arrval stated
that he had been exceedingly ill all night, having been out of bed
every ten minutes, and every motion accompanied with excruciating
pain and tenesmus. I dirccted six and a half grains of the digitalis
combination to be given every two hours. In less than two hours,
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that 15 before the second dose was taken, pain was much diminished,
although the frequency of the motions was still considerable. By
the second day these were reduced to one every three or four hours,
instead of every two  On the fint night of my treatment. the
patient <lept well, but not on the sccond, and on the third, the
motions having still a dysenteric character, and still oceurring every
three to four hours, he had delinum * and ilfusions, resembling defirium
tremens, but there was no tremor of the tongue or uther part of the
body ; the pupils were unifoun and rather dilated ; the tongue some-
what furred and dry, and there was a tendency to cold sweats.  On
the whole, T am of opinion that this state was caused by the action of
one 0r more components of the medicine, which was intermitted for
a time; but 1t was three nights before sound sleep was obtained.
The patient remembered his hallucinations, and at fiest couid scarcely
be persuadd that they were unreal.  Dysentery in the present
case asumed 2 chronic form, the only mstance, in my experience, of
this occurring with your medicine ; and after 2 fair tnal, 1 substituted
a mixture of sulphates of quinine, copper, and morphia, with good
effect.

“No. 19 —=r6th.—A child, 2 years of age  Chromic dysentery
with vomiting. which Iast was removed by the first dose of the squilt
combination  The dysenteric symy gradually imy d, and
in a week he was well, and gaining flesh

*NO. 20.=78th, - A woman, aged 40.  Moderately severe case.
In five days cured by the digitalis combination.

“No. 21.-- £8th— A woman, aged 37. Scventy of the symp-
toms very much the same as the last, but the cure was protracted
to fourteen days by crrors in diet.

“No. 22 - - 13tk Oct.—-A boy, aged 4 years  Hi for more than
a week  Motions very frequent and bloody.  Cured in ten days.

“No. 25.—75th—A girl, aged 13 A scvere case.  All the
symptoms were gradually relieved.

“During the cpidemic a number of shghter cases occursed,
which do not require special notice .

“1 may state that all above two or three years were treated with
the digitalis combination, except 1 one or two nstances, where it
produced a dcpn:.:m« effect on the pulse, and all below thesz aga

* Digptatis was the probable «ause of delnnum. 1hc ~-||nll wmbm:hal
ought to have been substituted.

=

o
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with that with squills.  To adults, the dose was wually vis of seven
srains three or four times a-day, according to the urgency of the
symptoms ; and 11 the greater-number of instances, the total doses
did not esceed six.  Inn the cases under three years of age, the doses
saried from onc and a half to three grins (the quantity of opuim 10
this beng only balf of that for adults).  To the aduit who became
delirious, not less than s1x grains of digitals, and twelve of the other
ingredients, were gven m the first twenty-four hoars, and continued
to be given at this rate for twelve hours longer, & quanuty i the
. same space of time far exceeding any 1 have ever given

“In ali mstances, and 1 can row speak from an ¢ vperience of
2o attumns, the tansation from what may bave been excruciating
sufiering to comparative case was speedy, and wsually accomplished
by onc or two doses.  Sleep, to which, from their distress, some of
them bad Leen strmngers for several successive days and nights, came
with relie to pamn, and a tolerably sound might’s sleep has often been
plesingly contrasted wath o day of agony  In conclusion, with the
single exception of the nan who became didinous, the medicine
produced no disagrecable effect in any mstance, the patients bemg
sensible only of relief. @ have ikewtse to say that all have recovered.

Br. Ogden, Lcturer on Materia Medica, Toronto, wates.—
“Last antumn, two or three of the most severe cases of dysentery
not yielding to the ordmary treatment fasi cnough, f at all, T used
your medicine with the utmost satisfaction o myscif, and 1 one
<ase, which two medical men had gwen up as hopeless, to the as-
tonishment of some Boston practiioners who happencd to witness it *

“This scason dysentery was not cpidemic 1 Galt, but the follow-
ing severe sporadic case occurred to Dr. Philip:  ** A mulatto, aged
§4, & habitual drunkard, had suftered under this disease for & week,
during which tune he was altogether neglected. Dr. P found im
dangerously ill; fever was Ingh, severe tormmna, and tenesmus,
constant calls to nse¢, und every quacter of an hour notions consist-
ing of mucus and large quantities of blood.  Great relief after four
doses ; recovery gradual, though slow,”

Dr. Maclntyre, of Hespeler, in this county, used the com
bination in dysenters n the antumps of 1864 and 1565, In the
former of these years only a few cases, not of special importance,
occurred ; but 1n 1865 his locality was visited by a severe cpidemie,
other practitioners losing numerous patients  He made rials of
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chlorodyne, which were successful 1n the shghter cases, but.not m
the severe, these readily yielded to my combination, which Dr. M.
soon came to use exclusively, and out ot about.siaty cases, fifteen of
which were severe, not one died.  Among the worst was the fottow-
ing .—A man, of 65 years of age, had been ten days i, attended by
a.medical gentleman, who trusted chictly to opum and alum, the
former being given to the extent of sitcen grains day.  There was,
however, no relicf, and the medical opinion being that death would
occur in about twelve hours, Dr. M. was sent for. At this time the
motions were frequent, and apparently of pure biood , paun was
severe, accompanizd by restiessness and much anxtety ; he had
scarcely slept since the iliness commenced , weakness was so great
that he could not be raised without danger of fainting, and the skin
was cold and clammy, app ly jusutying an unf: ble prog
nosts.  Dr. M. gave eleven grains of the combinaton, contamng
one gran and three quarters of opwm. Ia less than an hour the
patient sud that a great and benchaia change had come over hum,
anxicty, restieszaess, and pamn had much dimuushed, and he.telt that
recovery was not only. possible, but probabic, luight hours clapsed
before another dose was given, now followed by a long and sound
sleep. He was able to go out of doors on the cighth day, mine doses
in all having completed the cure. 1 may say, in a few words, that
Dr. M.’s cases confitm what I have elsewhere stated respecting great
2ad speedy rehief of pain, procurement ot sound and refreshing sicep
mstead of restlessness, and also of rapid recovery.

Dr. urton, of Fergus, towards the close of a severe epidennc,
from which numerous deaths had occurred among his patients, having
heard of Dr. Macintyres  marvelious sticcess, apphied to me, and
subsequently treated five severe, and a somewhat. greater number of
shght cases. There were no more deaths, and in every instance
recovery was speedy,—two or three doses being usually sutficient to
produce complete cessation of pain and enesmus, and procure quiet
and refreshing sleep.  In one case, the pauent beng vo years of age,
and several days 41l latterly with bloody mucous cvacuations every
halthour, the st dose reheved him from ait panfut and uneasy
symptoms, and procurcd a comfortabte slecp, which he had not cn-
Joyed for four or five nights previously.  1he tatanty of the diseasc,
thus-stopped 1n Dr. Urton s practice, continued unabated inthe hands
of neighbouring practitioners.
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Dr. Stitl¢, Otsego County, New York, apphed to me in conse
suence of the prevalence of a severc epidemie of dysentery, * accom-
panicd by frequent Bloady cvacuations, great prostration of steength,
and cold clammy perspiration, which had proved very fatal under
all hinds of trcatment.” .\ month afterwards, he wntes, “that he
had used my medicine with great sausfaction, that he had given it
in a considerable number of very Lad cases, some even i extremss,
and uniformly with success.”

Dr. Eurrs, Union City, Micligan, says that “ when he fist ob-
sained my medicine he had two patients with dysentery, brother and
~ister, aged respectively 12 and 13 They had been for several days
under treatment, the evacuicions fmucus mised with considerable
Juantitics of blood) were su freyuent, and the tenesmus so severc,
that they could with difficulty be retained in bed , at the same time
they had violent fever  The severity of the symptoms, and the
ailure of other dies, made the pi is very unfa 5. Dr
Eurrs immedvately gave cach three and a half grains, and directed
the dose to be repeated every four hours. At his next vasit, twelve
hours afterwards, he was * greatly surpnised and pleased to find his
title patients much relieved *  The same remedy was continued at
first every four, and by-and-by. every six and cight hours. The girl
‘n three, and the boy in four days were convalescent.  Dr. Eurrs-had
no more cases, as the epidemic now ceased.

Dr Bell, of Ayr, Ont, saw, in consultation with Drs. Rounds
and Patten, of Drumbo, a woman who had been confined about a
week previously, and who, about thirty-six hours before his visut, had
been seized with severe dysentery. The evacuations were muco
sanguinolent, and occurred at such short 'atervals, that she could
~carcely be retained in bed.  Pain and tenesmus were intense, and
vomiting added to the distress.  The pulsc was exceedingly frequent,
and on account of weakness could scarcely be numbered.  She had
been treated with opiums and calomel, without the slightest relief
Seven grains of the digitalis combination were immediatcely given,
 an hour she was decidedly casier, and the pulse less frequent.
She was cured in a few days by seven doses, or forty-mne grains in
Al Another patient, a man, was-seized with scyere dysentery.  On
tccount of the loaded state of his tongue, calomel and <astor-oy
were given, but without relief to the dysenteric symptoms.  He had
frequent muco-sanguinolent evacuattons, accompanied with severe
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pain, tenesmus, and vormung.  Vhe fist dose, seven grams, speedity
gave relief, and erght doses in all, or hifty-s1x grams. cowpleted the
cure.

Dr. Bingham, of Ayr, Ont., who bas used the medicine for aignt
years, a longer period than any other practitioner, thus writes me .—
“T lost many patients with dysentery before 1 became acquainted
with your remedy , but from that timie il {ast autumn 1 did not lose
one. In tins penod there were seveml cprdemics, and 1 treated
many, not a few of whom faboured under the worst fonms of the
disease-  In the catly parto* int sedson dysentery predominated ,
but as autumn advanced. the character ot the epidemic changed to
summer cholera.  Lnder & calomel and opwn treasment, i the
hands of others, these tases were ceramnly lornudable, yet, under
your remedy, my patients got wpidly better, and were soon well.
Qut of about Hity or snty having dysentery or summer choler
treated last season, two died, -one, an mfant. had dysentery with
convulsions, whom 1 hrst saw about twelve hours before deathy, the
other, an oid woman, with sunner choferd, (n whose «wise { abaa-
doned your mediane, because it was rejected by vomuung, (It
unght have been guen mnan ¢nena. ) In concluswn, 1 am justified
n saying that my d mn your com i unl ded
and, to me at leasy, severe epidenuc dysentery has long ceasul w v
a name of terror.”

The successtul treatment ot so many severe wases of dysentoly,
and of several of summer cholera, suggests the applicabiity of the
mediane to a more ternbie malady,-—Astauc cholera,  Having made
this suggestion, 1| must icave its determenanon to those who have
opportumties of treating that formidable disease.

Bragusanp HoUSE, GALT, ONTARIO.

MEDICAL QUACKERY.

Ly 1. LLARK, M.D., PRINCETON

The word hypocrisy means a man with 2 mask on his lace.
‘This disguise is of a negative as well as of a positive natare, It
makes the wearer appear what he is not, and hides what he 1s. ‘Hus
masquerade 15 too commen tn every-day life, and -has Lecome the
warp and woof of impulse and motive, n every grade of socicty.
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and urder all Grcumstances, until public faith in man’s integnty has
not that tonicity it would be desirable to witness, and which may
predominate in “the good time coming.”  Medical practice is not
free from this tendency o deception, which may be classified into
two species of the one genus of humbug ind deceit . 1. Deception
through i 2 Wilful del The fiest of these was
prevalent in former umes, when atrology, alchemy, necromancy and
witcheraft had full sway over the myriads of humanity. The rela

uonship between the stars and human dustiny (including discases)
were dogmata, tu deny which induded batter persecutions, ostra

«ovm, and even martyrdom  The almanacs of A.D. 1873 perpetuate
this superstitior. on thewr ttle-pages, in the picture of a nude, well

developed man, with the parieties of hus bowels cut away, and all the
signs of the Zodiac drawn in puuhar and particular rcl.monalnp to
different parts of lus body  Lally, “a medicine man™ of 1647, says
of these symbols, in conjunction with man, “There is nothing
appertaining to the life of man in this world, which in one way or
other hath not relations to the twelve houses of heaven, und as the
twelve sighs are appropnate to the particular members of mans
body, so also do the twelve houses represent not onely, Lut scveral
parts of man, but lus actions, quality of lfe and living, and the
crniosity and judgment of wur forefathers in astrology were such as
they have allotted to cvery housc a particular signification, and so
disunguished human acudonts throughout the whole ¢ velve houses.”

This figure of humanity, and its various and grotesque surrouad

gy of ammate and inanimate creativus, had its origin in Egypt, be

longing to its nitual, as found wn the papyn of the land of the Pyramids

Even the B, used i prescnptions to this hour, and wntten with a
dash across one of its legs, being supposed to be the initial letter of
“recipe,” 1s only the astronomical sign of Jupiter—2f slightly
changed w shape. The lunatic s still thought to be periodically
affected by the moon, and the word atself perpetuates the crmor.
The alchemists sought for many centuries ta find our “the elixir of
hfe,” or to discover “the philosophers stone,” 1 which was xmmor-
tality,.and in the ded the greatest abomi

as remedies and cures for “all the discases flesh is heir to”—from
mummies” dust to dricd toad- from pickled spider to the fluid
extract of bug—and from snake poison to flavored pus.  Paracelsus
has left to posterity a valuable ointment with which to anoint, nat
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the wound, but the instrument inflicting it - “ Take of moss grown
on the head of a thief who has Leen hanged and left in the air, of
real muminy, of human bleod still warm, each one ounce, of human
suct two ounces , of linseed oil and turpentine three ounces  Mix
well, and ancint the sword or other instrument with it”  Kircher,
of the last ceatury, had an ingenious and novel, if not successful
way, of reducing hemia  ‘The Lind of rupture was of secondary
wonsideration.  He applied a poultice of iron filings autside, oppo
site the part affected, and gave to the afflicted, intemally, ground o
granulated magnetic iron, a scruple every two hours  ‘The modus
operandi was supposed to be, that when these metallic ingredients
came near to cach other, the magnetic metal drew the hernia
inwards, while the other was applied so as to pull it vertically, or
laterally, as might be deemed necessary, and thus a cure was
effected.  Sir Kenelm Digby, secretary to Charles 1, tells us how
much faith that gay king had in so-called * Sympathetic Powders,”
and how efficacious they were as cures and antidotes  ‘Fhese pow
ders were not taken as medicine, nor applied to parts affected, but
to the blood of wounds, or to the excretions of patients, and by a
sort of spiritual reflex influence, the sick recovered  lord Bacon,

i his “ Natural History,” testifies to their power in this way, so °

that it scems great men have a weakness in hobby-riding, as well as
many a poor son of .Esculapius The potency of charms of alt
kinds—of the Jaying on of hands of the cure of eraptive fevers by
wrappings of scarlet cloth- of the cure of lung disease by cating the
lungs of foxes and other long-winded animals of swallowing gold
In its-pative state, and expecting this “aurum potabile” to act as
prophylactic against evii spirits, of equal absurdities, whose name
is legion, are all evidences of the credulity of the physicians and
people of “one hundred years ago™ Then, we had the poor
vittims of somnambulism, cpilepsy, tranee-waking and trance sleep
ing, whno thought themselves possessed of the devil  were believed
s being such by others -were anathematized and graciously put to
death, after Leing put to the proof by medical and judicial tess
such as would put to the blush chirurgeons and chief justices of
w-day, and make hutoanity shudder to contemplate in the blaze of
knowledge of this wondrous age. Mesmer had much medical
truth, as a substratum on which to build the efficacy of his rubbings,

Yt thouoh : Ied

frictions and i and gl i is
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cven at the present time, by many absurdities. yet magnetic. gak
vanic or electric mftuence s potent tor good or evit to humanity ,
and this subtle flud (or rather, let me say, this something,) may not
only be the connecting hak between soul and vody—the terfsum
qua of phuosophu&—but an all-pervading, mtersttial substance,
which 15 an sndusy d of all , except the
First Great Cause of all.  Chenneal aitinity, coheston, gravitation,
cell-bullding and setection of plants, the assumlation ot ammaly,
bramal molecular action consequent un thought, and the mighty
influcnce which binds the planets as they roli *to the music of the
spheres 1n the King's highway, with g de, has many
phases in its mamfestations, but ss, i utself, **one and indwisible.’
I'he mtimate retationship existing between mind and body--between
the cgo and non-ego—in thought, volition, emouon, passion and
desite depends, m tharr dual, or rather triexistent relauons, at-least
m our nundane state, on 1its magic power ; yet this potency has,
from carly ages, been made the tool of charlatan, alchemist and
shppery unposter.  We know that hght, heat, motion and electncity
are correlative forces, the one producing the other, and only being
h d in ph and . 1 nced not say that all these
agcncxcs ..rc now, and will be to a greater extent in the tuture, most
valuzble auxiliaries wn the practice of therapeuttes.  We know.not

what tiis I 1} 15, but we p 15 k
around us, and we concewve its active nature 1n sensations and cog
mtions, n every ack led of

percep
‘This field 15 only partaily e\plored Initis a * enidemness of har-
mony” which no human zgyagenrs have been able to reach with
human inteliect, and which must be reached before the healing ant
can nse to an nductive science. S0 far, ignorance has, by the
wildest hypoth used s testations to delude the unwary,
and to “play fantasic tncks” on the credulous and unguarded
pubhic ; but the researches of glant minds are reaching beyond the
contines of ** this pent-up Uuca, and some day the world wiil be
swuartled at the strange news-from this far country.

So far we have learned that all such agents arc to be used wath
caution and prudence, seeing how hittle we know of their operations
as curative nstruments.  The speciabist may use them to astound
his pauents, or the ignorant may empioy them, if he knows not what
ehe to do, and feels that he must appear to endeavor to alleviate
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the distressed; but our duty 1s to “ read, lcarn, and inwardly digest”
all the rescarches of men ol suence, untd we ind a - more eacet
Jent way.”

Allow me here to reter to the abommable and dereputable
pracuce of parading our art or attunments beiore the publie, or
atlowing 1t to be dofic with our consent, as i patent medicne
g, or m the publishing of pamphlets and Looks tull of slt-

praise.

* Lvery city, town and vittage swarms with agnvrant protenders
10 medical skill,

It has become quite fashionable among the fraternity to get
out a.book having reference to special diseases.

* As many of the empirics who protess to white these buvks wan
scarcely wnte ther own names=-much less compose a grammatial
or metaphysicat article—they usually empioy sume heerary scnbbler
10 get up a volume to order.

**‘Fhese works are of the most mcongruous, imnvral and wishy
washy character, save when they are pirated budily from the writings
of some educated physician,

* Some of these mdviduals assume the names of disunguished
mens others use the cures of reputable pracuuoners as their own.
For mstance, see how many {use Lallemands reports of cases.
2erbatim of literatsm, as cures effected by themselves.

“The man who advertises as * the Reured Clergyman’ s no
clergyman at ait; the * Lellow Sutferer’ 1s an old dodge revived ,
the Hunanitanan * Association 1s sumply an mdividual who knows
as much about medicine as he does about Sanscrt.  All are unedu-
cated charlatans, and those who are ted to believe their assertions
will be terribly deceived.”

The press 1s 2 good medm for such a display, and to those
who are m the habit of reading the newspapers from all parts of the
BDomnion, 1t 15 astounding to see how much of 1t 1s done, and how
disgusting it appears to all but the hero of the hour, and should to
him were he not pachydermatous.

Let me introduce an example. The editor of the Quoisville
“Tooting Homn,” had the pleasure of bewng present at a splendid
surgical operation performed by Dr. Uctavius Caesar, on an affticted
patient, and which proved a complete success. The surgery cons
sisted of the excision of 2 part. of the normal but inconvenient

‘ 1
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growth of the hornlike «nvelope of the great toe. The learned
suentific gentleman commenced Ly making an mesion anto the
north-west angle of said outgrowth,” be the same more or less,” and
witng 1n @ crescentic dircution across the vbnosvus and estrusive
part. The amputated section bung convacoeunses v its edges
and sides, Stange o say. this vperation, was destavinly performed
without the luss of 2 drup of blood,  We cannot say which to ad
mite most, the endurance of the pauent across whose firmly com-
pressed Dips, av mwmar of complant, v cvdamation of pain
passed dnring the trying ordeal, or the <kill of the surgcon in bring
ang such o« dangerous and delicate vpuation o su successful an
sue.  The panng of & big toe nailis an histonical-event in the
annals of surgery.  Lxchanges please wopy and send their accounts
W Bor 1037, Quuitsville fur payment.  Here s another rare azes
ot the same tluch, with vnly the pm feathers on to unmask the real
genus of a brood of cackling bipeds, prolific in incubation, in other
sards beswdes that of Barnuni  Magnum Donum, Lsy, M.D., ot
Demerara Collegiate Institute, and  medical, astronumiical, and
hygienic Recgptaculum for the tmining of grmduates over the Pons
Asinornm of saence, art and orediuine, respectfully begs o mlorm
the public that he has commenced the practice of his profession in
Hardscrabble  Ifis [revious evpenence i the multfatious depart
ments of his profession for nearly have a century, his umiorm
suceess , s thurough avguamtaice with all the systems of medicine
m the world, hs willingiess 0 adopt either, or all, o switwhis
patients , his special and wnigue treatment of diseases i all parts of
the hugwan systew, whether chrvie ur acute, being learned from the
greatest medical Savans i Chnstendom, as well as from the abon
gines, after a resdence among them of ten years , tus knowledge of
all recent hanial apphances, remedics and tests to hydra headed
afflictions of humaity , hus urbanity of manuers, politeness, suavity,
and gentleness proditce salutary elfects upon the most nervous fo.
males , and lhus ardent Jesire from the welling depths of hls ln.an to
benetit s fellow-men, independent of all
has been the aun and object of lus life. Medicinc, advice, and at-
tendance to the poor free  Spedial attention given to discases of
the spleen, now raging as an cpidemic.  The patronage of an intelh
geot public is respectfully solicited.

This may be said to Le a burlesyue un some ardent and erring
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brother of @ noble profession.  To some cxtentitis se, but our press
teems with such evperiences of nauseating laudanion.  In Ontario to-
day, can be found graduates of our medical schools, who sy virtually
to patients and therr facnds. 1 domestic climes, that e, * miikleg 1
a discasc. in which milk goes into the vens, and if they were opencd,
the Jacteal fluid would pour-out,” or “that scorbutic glands contain
cheese, trom the patient dnnking 100 much milk of & bad qualty,” or
* that coagulated bloodt s part of the hver yomted, when ejected from
the stumach’ or * that the lungs are ma bad way, bt the *hghts*
are sound as a belt  or *that a black cat’s skin with a *vhite tip to
1ts 1ail 1> a sure cure for divers inflammations, and is doing good, i
it has a putnd smell, after lying against a hot skin for ten or twelve
hours,” or “that tying woolen stnngs around the thumbs and toes will
stop post-parturicnt hemosrhages.”  These, and dozens of other

tch-penny phrases, and absurdities are current with the same car-
mark and brand of duplicity, canning and quackery. I dave not
say these utterances are those of ignorance, or hypocnsy, or decep-
tion, for these smagi are legally qualified to wstruct and enbghten,
in the healing ant, the ignobile' vulgus, and are they not “all Aorour.

N

ablemen?”  No polite name can be found to stigmatize my abhor-

rence, condemnation, and contempt of such jugglery, and unmriga.
1ion nonsensc in the practice of our profession.

Another species of quackery is that of bemng wntruthful 10
our patients.  Itis said that “speech is silver, but silence 1s gold.”
To magnify a disease to our patients, beyond what we know
it to exist, in order to procurc credit for miracles in almost restor-
ng the dead, 1s falsehood.  To hold éu ferrorem over the heads of
the affhcted, diseases whose names are legion, when, it may be, we
are either jgnorant of what is the matter, or know that one disease
is the central and exciting cause or occasion of myriad signs
and symptoms. is not honest ‘To promise a complete panaces
for all ills absolutely, eacept i regard to the few specifics of
Qur wade mecum, 1s an sges fatuns, which *“leads to bewilder and
dazzles to blind” Yo p a case desy from imperfe
knowledge. or ** malice h " or as capital 1o speculate on,
that if healed by the recuperative powers of nature, or in conjunc
tion with appropriate remedies, in order that “all hail ! great son
of /ksculapws i may ccho and re-ccho over every hill. and in every
valley of a country side, 15 cruclty to the sufterer, and arrant hum-
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bug n the prognoshcator. At the same time, let us be honest »=d
fithful to the dymg, not holdg out :ny false hopes, until they
Lwnch away,  We would ask it for oursclves, so let us not
in that trying hour, withhold candour of speech rom others,
until those whe Took™out of windows arc darkened, the ‘golden

bowl 1s broken, and a spirit is surprised into ctemity. Our aim |

should be to render a leat and true confession in regard to the
state of those whom Providence has doomed 1o die, and who
read-in every hneament of the physician’s face, and in every accent
which drops from his lips hope or despur.  * While there is life
there 15 hope,” passes for an aphorism , but to many it1s “acun-
mingly devised fable,” and proves in too many mstances a delusion
and a snare. | am well aware that medical men are not perfection,
but the golden rule 1s as apphicable m our protession as in all other
legitimate occupanons.  ‘The public 15 far from being grateful to 1ts
best benefactors, but an approviny conscience 1s never unkind.  We
are appealed to wath great fervor when danger 1s near, and a strong
affection 15 apparent when disease, or 1t may be death, v tugging at
the heart-stiings , but when rosy health returny, 1in many cases sar-
casm, irony, and often bitter invective take the place of endearing
cpithets and words of cternal fnendship, especially when bills are
presented.  Enncus Cordus, who died A. D 1535, doubtless told
his own expericnce, as well as that of Ins apostolic succession, in
the healing art «

« ‘L'res medicus facies hatet. unam quando ragatur,
Angelicam , mox est, cum guvat, ipse deus.
Post ubi curaty, pusiit sua premia, morbo,
Horridus apparet, terribilisque Sathan.”

(* Threce faces wears the doctor : when fivst sought,
An angel's—and & God's, the cure half wrought,
But, when that wure complete, he seeks hus fee,
The dewil then looks less terrible than he.”)

Pope sang in the same strawn, although he was not one of the
brotherhood :
**God and the doctor we alike adore,
But only when in danger, not beforc ,

The danger o’cr, both-are alike requited,
Goul is forgotsen, and the doctor slighted.”
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Garth's cutting cpigram may be hurled at our heads and hearts
after we have saved from misery some shrivelled sout (giving the
atrophied object the bencetit of a doubt), and restored-his carcass to
health and strength. against the well-being of soctety -

* Lake a port skulier, onv physcian phes,
And aft hus art and all hus skl he tries
But two physicians, like a pair of vars,
Conduct you faster to the Stygian shore

At the same time 1t s well to be so pamstaking, diligent, and
cheerful in the practice of our profession, as to show that we love
it for its own sake, in spite of all obloquy and undeserving reproach.
An clongated vision—a profusion ot tears and groans—an ominous
shake of the head—a sigmiticent shrug of the shoulder A recital of
the signs and symptoms of others—* just like you, my dear sir. and
they died "—are not assuning tokens o the nervous, nor fortifying
to critical cases. Cheerfulness 1s a diffusibl 1 that will
traverse nooks and crannies-ol soul, spirit and body. where remediaf
substance never reached, and a racdiant countenance is a tome to the
weak, despondent, and helpless.  In this consersative age of meds-

cine, when sanitary 1 hietetics, and exp : so largely
prevail m the practice of medicine and surgery . when the testtube,
the nacroscope, th and the sph graph, are 50 mdis

pensable to diagnosts, doubtless soon 10 be followed by the wonders
of the searching spectroscope, we often lose sight of the personat
snfluence of the cheerful practitioner for weal , and the despondent,
timid, vacillating, lugubnous attendant for woc  Faith i a doctor,
no larger than a grem of musiard seed, will often, through pschyco-
logical mfluence, vork marvels 1 bracing up the system, through
bounded confid and mspinng potent hope  The * blues " in
physicians do senously, in the aggregate, affect the statistics of mor-
tality, but a glad countenance 1s a rich venison to the downcast and
afflicted. I know physicians whose jolly, smiling, gladsome faces
would do me more good than all the boluses of others, even 1f

+ For physic and farces, their equal there scarce is .
‘Fheir farces are physic, their physic « farce is '

Finally, let us be kind to each other  If we cannot agree, let
us maintain a strict ncutrality, and may “our bugles sing truce.”

4
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We have too many cnemics to wage war against in seli-defence,
without the camp,” instead of bemg like the histone Kilkenny
cats found devouring one wnother.  It)s not an indispensable cou-
dution of our noble profussion to indulge . heart-burnings, bicker-
ings, envics, and jealousies ; tor, i the arena of conthet with dis-
case and death, we have room enough 1n this great battleficld of
hfe 0 tost all our powes 1n honorable sympathetic rivalry * without
tear and without reproach.”  These are my feeble sentiments, con
victions and utterances, 1 hope sincerely given, for * I am in a place
and position where I am demanded of conscience o speak the
truth. the truth, therefore, speak 1. impugn it whoso fisteth.”

THE ADMINISTRATION OF CHLOROFORM

BY W, S COLEMAN, M.D., (,\\'\'l'\T\NT SURGEUN, TORONTO $VF AND ¢
EAR INFIRMARY )

In a paper entitled * Resuscitation - Apparent Death from i
Chloroform,” (contained in the June No. of the Laneety s remavked,
* very many of the cases of acadent tfrom chloroform anse from the
hap-hazard manner in which the anwesthene is adnumistered.”  Dur-
ing-the past year, I have admmnistered chloroform at least to fifty
patients ling to a method ong d by Dr. A, M. Roscbrugh,
sen. surgeon Toronto kye Infirmary, and believing it to possess
many advantages over and to be more safe than the usual methods,
I propose to consider the effects of chloroform, and subjects con-
nected with its adnunistration, in order to estimate the aftirmed ad-
vantages claimed for Dr. Rosebrugh’s method. Chlorotorm gradu-
ally admumistered, at first Jike alcohol and most narcotics, stunulates |
the pulse s quickened and more forcible, then the functions of .
the nervous centres are suspended, the brun loses the power of
receiving sensations and exciting voluntary motion; and there 1s loss
of perception, thought and consci 3. Soon the fu of the
cerebro-spinal axis are abolished, the voluntary muscles are relaxed,
and not capable of reflex action.

The Royal Med. and Chirurg. Sodiety, by experiments upon
animals, d incd that * dilute chl vapour (5 per cent. or
less) blown upon the fauces produced very little i i and
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the ammal continued to breathe 1n a natural mannet, but if concen.
trated vapour be suddenty admumstered, a spasm of the fauces 15
nduced : aterwards when the anmmal has anspired, the phenomena
of asphyxia are fcr a tme assocated with those of chioroform por

soning.
1t 1s beheved that anmesthetics, as carbonte aud, cther and
‘ , act by ding the duce vyg of the biood.

Ina wose of tracture ot the shuki when chlototorm produced
its tull ctfect of narcotsm, the brun was secn 0 be remarhably pale,
and whenever the anasthetie snffuence began to subsde, the surtace
»f the bram became flond,

The pube - complete anxthesa s reduced o ats normal tre
Juency.

Mopes oF Drath~According to Dr. Richardson, there are
four modes of death.  lhe st he calls Symopal apnea 1n which
death 15 very rapid, commenaing sithin the minate after the com
mencement of mbalauon.  Kopuauvn 1> suspended, thae s an
accumulation ot carbonic acnd in the bloud, irmtauon of the vagus
and arrest (from the imitation) of the action of the heart.

2nd. Death trom epueptform syncope, ot muscular excrtabihity,
It occurs dunng thefngid stage. Al through the budy there 15 evi-
denc. atforded, on the artenal side o the wrculation, of intense ar-
tenal contiaction,

Jrd. Earalysss of the heartand muscular system, trom the slow
and continued action of the narcotic.  Death is preceded by an in-
termittent pulse.

4th. Depression trom chioroturm and surgical shuek, paralysing
both the pneumogastric and sympathetic,

Caust vt Drarn.—Dr. Richardson says, 1 inter that in every
wase of death trom chivroform, the <ause o1 death s exatation,
either ot the motor ot of the contruiling nuervous mechaniss of the
heart. . sansom remarks, “the danger of chlorvform resides in
the fact thatin strong doses it is a direet cardiac depressant, and
paralyss ot the heart ts the usual tone of death drom chlurotorm i
man.’  Lister mamtains - that chlurofurm kalls unly in une way, sz,
by paralysing the muscles of respiration.”

PEr CeNt 0F FATAL Cases.—Mm, dyme gave chloroform e
5000 cases without a death resulung, and Sir J. Simpson quite ay
frequently, with a fike fortunate resuit,  Dr. Snow used hus anhiader
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in 4000 Gases, of whith only onc was fatal, and_ that seemed to be
independent of the dhlurofom. Up tu 1871 no case of death from
ehilorotormn had vccumred dunng mine yuars, either in the Edinburgh
or GUlasgow Infirmary, tvo of the largest surgical Hospitals in Great
Dritain, and 1t is very interesting 16 note the conditions of the o
successful pracuee related by Trof. Lister. In buth these institutions
a tolded towel vn whih the anasthetic liquid i poured, un
measured and unstimaal. s sull the vnly apparates emplused in the
adminptraton . proiminang ovamination of the heart > neser
hought of, and dunng the salialaton the pulse s entirely disregard
«d, but vigilant attention s hept upon the resparation, and in case
ot tt> obstruction, fimm tracuon upun the igue s promptly resorted
to. In 17,000 admmistrations n the English hospitals there was
only one death. As an unfurtunate contrast with the above, 1
saw dunng the winter of 1874, three deaths during the administra
won of chluroform i * the Lundun Hospital.”

No death has veeusted a3 pauent under 5 years of age, but
the number of adnunsstrations winder it age has wndoubtedly
been much less than above it

DaNUER ub CrboruroRy. Tl 10y wases of deaths, the commit
tee of Med. and Chirug, suacty reputt un the stage of anesthesia
at which death occurred.  Cununenuag to inhale, io. Bufore full
eflect of chloroform, 50. During full effect, 52.

igures go to shuw that the faality in females and the debili
tated, is less than in males, and the strung.

‘Fhe average amount of chloroform used in 37 fatal cases
was seventeen drachms, o five wases the amount was half a
drachm.

ir. Snow Irum expertments upon animais, sonsidered it dan
gerous for the human subjpeet to breathe more than 5 per cent of
the vapour ot chivroform.  Messrs. Lallemand Pernn and  Duroy,
nnd that though mawnufers wan temain i an aunusphicre of 4 por
«ent. for a considerable ume, they dic rapdly in an atmosphere of 8
per cent. It has been ascenaned that frone o handkerchicf, une may
breathe an atmusphere cuntaining 12 per cent, which acwording to
the above, would be very dangerous.

Dr. Anstic gives an account of 21 wases, in which he saw dan
gerous symptoms n the wourse of Chluivform admumistration  In
358 1t was given on lint.  1n 2200 an inhaler was employed In
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the tormer, one i 53 cvinced signs of danger. In the latter
where due dilution was provided for the proportion was only one o
440

The chl C itte report - — Exg apon the
tower animals equally with observations on man, prove that there 1
but 2 narrow limit between that strength in which the vapour may
be safely inhaled, and that which i« hikely to produce alarming symp-
toms if not death,”—~and that it is as desirable 10 measure the
strength of the vapour, as to weigh the dose of a medicine adminis-
tered by the mouth  ““In animals the symptoms have been induced
safely, with s fully diluted vaponr ™ A proportion of 5 per cent. of
vapour is fatal to animal life. Dr Sansom, Dr. Anstic and the
chlotoform committec gave 335 per cent. as the proportion, and 454
as the maximum which can safely be respired.

That the systemn will bear 2 Jarger dose of chloroform if it be
gradually given, scems cvident from an experiment of M. Claude
Bernard, since the eftects of carbonic acid and chiorofonu are simi-
far. A sparrow left in a Lell glass, to breathe the same aurfover and
over, will live for three hours, but, it at the close ot the sccond
hour, a fresh sparron be introduced. . will expire mmedi
ately.

Coxpiriox oF PATIENT - ~By some 1t is thought chloroform

by 1 ing shock dunng is a source of safe'y in heant
diseaoc.  In case of apparently well marked signs of fatty hean,
perhaps 1t would be betier not to administer chloroform except
for the major operations in which case the freedom from shock
might more than counterbalanee the depressing effects of the na-
couc.  Dr. Squarey cites the case of 2 woman between 60 and 3¢,
to whom chloroform was administered, her foot was removed, she
died a few days after from the effects of the operation, the heart was
found very fatty, the walls thinned, left pleura haif full of pus, yet
she took the chloroform well for-half an hour.
Dr. Richard.on says he knows “ of only one condition of the
body especiaily dang for this is a weakened and
dillated right side of the heart.” Many deaths have occurred 1o
hard drinkers wht-h may be due to the faty heart of the intemper-
ate. *“In uremia and pyemia, and in severe shock to the nervous
system, it should be withheld” *“and in hysteria more than usual
care showld be used.”

Varof:

LI T R I Y
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Sawsom considers acute hyperemia of the lung,—the only
discased condition of the lung in which <hloroform siould not be
given.

S16Ns 0r DaNGER.— Sansom divides them into four classes

1. Sigus of sudden cessation of the heart’s action.  These are
most frequent.  Fhe pube suddenly stops, or it fist flickers and
then stops, or a sudden pallor of the face and hips is first observed.
In these cases there ts secn 0 be no embarmassment of respiration.
It often continues after the pulse has ceased.

1L Signs of muscular excitement.  Early i the inhatation, the
patient has strugeled and fisen up, and kas fallen back dead, or the
muscular contortions occurred when there was complete insenssbility .
Lavichty of the face 15 caused by the suspension of the action of the
respimatory: muscles.
1iL Signs of emt d resprat The respiration may be
i i lar or
FV. Signs of simultancous arrest of resprration and heart's ac-
uon.  An nspiation of a highly charged atmosphere has been
wken and hence the sudden arrest of pulse and breathing  In the
experience of Dr. Squarey the puise does not give much siga of
danger tli atter those gven by the respiratory system . yet, he re-
marks, chloroto.m certainly does kil by paralysing the heart, and the
pulse should be watched.

Dilatation of the pupil which s said 10 be a sign of danger, is
als0 the first sizn of the patient's recorery from the nfluence of
chioroform. Fret. Lister divides stertorous breathing into two kinds,
pataune and laryngeal.  Although the snoring produced by vibrations
of the velum, trequently takes place without indicating danger,
whenever there is any stertor, other signs of danger should be look-
ed for.

MEYHODS OF ADMINISTERING,— Many of the inhalers used are
fauity, w furmshing the same per centage of vapour at the commence-
mencement of, as dunng the subsequent adnunistration.  Clover's
whaler 15 free from the above objection, yielding any per cent of va-
pour requured, but the size and expensc of tnhalers, and the gener-
ally considered safety of the ready method, of gwing chloroform
make at unlikely that inhalees will be used by any number of general
pracutioners.  Dr. Snow assumed when chiloroform is given from
folded cloth 1t 1sapt to be given m too concentrated a form to which

tal,

&. . .
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he aunbuted most o1 the deaths, whereas Pron Lister thinks the
argument a fallacy, and shows by his own expenients i 3. ot
<hloroform by measure s poured on a cluth stmiiar o that wsed an
PFACULE, AT R tempLrature ol 70 wentylour grams are evaporated
dunng the hrst halt smnute, giving 4.5 per wenty o the provar-
uon of vapour tu the inspired QL. NOW, SUPPUSIBE 1 Practive, 3
15 used dunng the carly part ol the Diadt aunute, more than 4.5 per
cent. 1> evapurated, and it the uanuty be suun repeated, it s pos
sible that death may vcue beture the end ot the badl nunie, since
wuit ol 1oy deaths the diurutorn comnites report ten deaths ot the
commencement ob nhalation.  Yet i practice, Prol Lister says .
* the precise quantiy used 1> @ mmatter 0f B Lonseyuence whatever,
i which Gue the per cent 01 vapor must be abuve that constdered
safe.’  We have seen that Dnv. dnow and Sansom, the < hioroform
commiuttes, Sy hold yuite 4 diticrent opinwon. | liave never seen
chloroform given by drop i hospital prictice, exeept i New York,
and then the yuantity was not measuicd by ounting the drops pes
minute.  In 1847 dit §. Y. dimpson writes . The sinple handker-
chiet 15 nlinitely preerable to any L L Bave lately seldom
measured the quanity.  We must judge ot its ¢ltedts more than its
quanuty. ' In 1800, he wntes,  bor some e past 1 have adaun-
wtered chlurofurm by a new method.  Une single layer of twel iy
iand over the panent s nuse and mouth, and the Livrotomm is poured
drop by drop. By the new method the pauent s more rapidly
andesthetsed, whiist a great savaing s otfected i the amount ot drug
employed,  Lhere s hudle or none ot the drug lusy, and it ts inhaled
mixed wih o suthcient yuanity of air, which 5 casdy mspired
through a single layer ot ordmary napkim.  1tas noticeable that in
1860, Prof, Simpson thinks there should be a ** sufficient quanuty of
ar,” and how can that be possibly secured without measunng the
chlorofurm.  Dr. sansuim lays down two prinaples @ admunistration
for sccuring the greatest satety .

1. The i inhalation of an phere of known
strength (of abuut 3% per wenty. This s the pninuple ot dernite
dilution.

1l The admumstrauon ot an extremely ditute atmosphere at
first, and the progressive ncrease n ts strength, never overpassing,
five per cent.

1 believe Dr. Rosebrugh has secured by his new method of
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administering chloroform, the maximum of safety, in accordance
with the principles laid down by Dr. Sansom, by such a ready me-
thod, and possessing su many advantages that it seems to me to re-
yuire only a trial, and I predict there would Le a rare exception to
its adoption even by the most conservative. Dr. Rosebrugh writes :
My method of administering chloroform is as follows .—The pa-
tient is placed on his back , and one thickness of a linen napkin is
pleced over the face. A 3il. vial is filled with chloroform: an assis-
tant obseres the pulse, and holds the watch in such a position that
the administrator may see the seccond hand. The napkin is raised
about 1% inches from the mouth, so that it does not touch the nose.
The chloroform is now dropped upon the napkin over the mouth.
One-third the maximum dose is given during the first minute ; two-
thirds the second, ind the maximum quantity the third. The maxi-
mum dose should be continued from two to six minutes, till full nar-
cotism is produced. The maximum quantity may be given occa-
sionally, or one-half the qu'mtity continuously. To adults I have
found 30 drops per minute, in most cases, su‘hc1ent For children
12 years of age 18 drops; 7 to 9 years 15 drops 5 years 8 to 1o
drops. To adults never more than 35 drops per minute. Dr. Rose-
brugh estimates if a patient inspires the whole of the vapor of 33
drops of chloroform per minute, he will be inspiring 4}4 per cent.
.[f 20 per cent be wasted, the per cent inhaled would be reduced to

, the safe proportion. The advantages of the method, judging

‘from the number of cases I have seen, are, the small quantity of

chloroform used, 3i. to 3ij. Even children seldom object to it when
given as directed. Adults seldom cough or spit. There is rarely
any violent muscular movement or struggling, and the weight of
authority seems to show that it is more safe to measyre the dose
than to give it hap-hazard. - N

RULES FOR ADMINISTRATION.— If the patient has fatty heart,
dilated right ventricle, hypereemia of the lungs, or is intemperate,
chloroform should be given perhaps for major operations only, and
then with great care.

A glass of milk four hours before the administration would per-
haps be the most suitable food. Half an ounce to an ounce of
brandy or whiskey to a full adult, and a teaspoonful to a child
should be given twenty minutes before the administration of chloro-
form. The patient should lie down, as the heart is depressed. If
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the administrator has not an assistant to take the wnst pubse, he
may keep a finger on the temporal artery.  ‘The respiration should
be closely watched, and the face occasionally.  When there 15 no
retlex muscular action, which is best tested by the patient not wink-
ing when the cyeball is touched, the pauent 1s prepared for the
operation.  Squarey says. ** the nsensibibty of the pupl to light 1
a more reliable test,  If there be signs of danger dmw the tongue
out forcibly with the artery forceps.” Hoping the putuing of the above
facts and theories together may somewhat help to reuder the admin-
istratton of chloroform more safe, thes oo lengthy article ts brought
10 a close

e

RETENTION OF URINE PRUDUCING CLOSULRE OF LHE
ORIFICES Ol FHE GRETERS, TERMINATING
FATALLY.

BV OALEN. BLTHUNE, MDD, GLANFORD. MEM MFL cnUNair
OF ONTARIO

On the z4th of Apnt last, I was catled to see M. P, a female
<hild three weeks old. I found her sufiening from general erythema,
which m many parts of the body almost antounted to erysipelas.  As
the mother was subject to erysipelas, and as she had tost one chiid
at the age of two weeks with that disease, T was afrad that this one
would share the same fate.  On enquinng into the history of the case,
the mother informed me that the infant had the “red gum” at first, such
as alt her children had, and therefore she did not feel alarmed, untit,
instead of disappeanng, as she expected it would, the cruption b2-
came rapidly wonse, and retention of unne ensued.  When I fist
saw the child there was slight fever, with occasional attacks of
vomiting , but it rtursed well, and did not scem i much pam.

1 prescribed a weak solution of soda brcarb., to be gwen cvery
three or four hours ; and ordered it to be placed n a warfu bath, & -
the same time showenng it over the abdomen and private pars.
‘This treatment had the desired cffect, and £ did not see the child
again until the 28th, when I was called, and tound it much i the
same state as before.  As there was sull considerable erythema,
which seemed worst about the pnvate parts, the vulva and mcatus
urinarius being greatly swollen and inflamed, 1 repeated the soda
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risure, anointed the parts with unguent onid., zme all, and
ordered a repetition of the bath, X

On the 3oth I saw the child agam, and found 1t much n the
Aame state, with the exception of the =rythema and swelling, which
were much better.  As the bladder had not been cvacuated in siv
days, 1 mtroduced a small silver catheter, but as no urine came
away, I withdrew 1 and found, much to iy astonishment. that it
was perfectly dry. not cven tnged with moisture  There was no
swelling over the region of the bladder, such as would have been
evpected n setention of unne, but a Slight rdge was visible along
the course of the urcters, and also a tullness over the kidneys. My
4 from these symp was that the onfices of the ureters,
wheie they enter the bladder, were obstructed, most likely by
agglutination of the muscular coats of the bladder. caused by pressure
of the unne when 1t was so long retaned, before my first visit.

[ continted to attend the child, wisiting it every second day,
and ntroducing the cathcter, with the same result, untit its death,
which occurred, with all the symproms of wrxnna, “on the 22nd of
May. At every visut the course of the ureters became more distinct,
so that, at last, they seemed dilated to the size of & man’s thumb, for
ncatly theie whole tength, until they merged in the pelves of the
Kidneys, which scemed swelled almost to bursting

Circumstances prevented me from holdimg a post mortem, which
would, no doubt, have been very interesting.

In reviewing the case it will be seen that there was first, the
erythema which caused the swelling of the vulva and meatus unnarius,
thereby producing retention of urine, which n its turn caused the
closure of the uretral valves, of I may so style them, thereby causing
dudatation of the ureters and kidneys, which terminated fatally.

In confirmation of my diagnosis, T refer 1o an article by Sir
Henty Thompson, which appeared n the Bratish Medical Fournal,
March Sth, 1873, and was re-published in the May No. of the
CANXADA LaNceT.  The extract reads thus -— Owing, then, 1o the
Ppressure of some obstruction to the escape of urine from the bladder,
that organ | dilated, the ung suk uself is com-
pressed aganst the capsule, and finally the whole organ may be dis-
tended into a sort of cyst. I have seen the ureters as large as the
small intestine, and contain, with the pelves of the kidneys, thirty
fluid ounces of urine.”




The Canada Ionet,

o
o
&

As such cases are of mre occurzence, I am therefore induced to
seud you a report ot this oug, with the hope tatit may be o1 interes,
to the readers of your journal,

Correspondence,

(To the Editur of the laseer.)

Stn, - Amubg the subjects sluch cugaged e ot the
Brant Medical Assouaiun, atats List iceung,—ot shich a bniet fe-
putt appeans in this months Lasces,—tiere 15 one at deast which
deserves w be brought mnure pariudarly under the nouce ot your
readers. 1 refer o a cenam combination ot iedicmnal plants, spoken
of by Dr. Ketr, of Galt, and othurs, as having been used i the
treatment of dysentery and some other discases,

Ac dcrable number of § ers 1 this part of the coun
try, and some in other lands, have used this mediane, and have
expressed their very high appreciation of it.  Scveral physicians,
within the circle of my own acquaintance, have been using it for
some years- past, with remarkably favourable results. [ am
confident those gentlemen will concur with me in the very gh
opinion 1 have been 1:d to form ot 1ts value, in the treatment of some
torms of disease, involving espectally the mucous membranes, and
ranking among the most imf and frequentl; g to be
met with i this country. 1 concewve that Dr. Kerr, to whose
patient investigaton and painstaking course of therapeutic inquiry
we are indebted for this valuable means of combating disease, has
laid the Profession under no small or inconsiderable obligation. I
have used this combination, 1n its several modifications, for about
mae years, with every bl 12 In dysentery especial-
1y, and in diarthora, it has proved itself invaluable ; and in croup, in
scarlating, and even in variola, m\m\suka\)ie Denefit has been dcmcd
from its use. Such is its efficacy ind, 'y, as ordinan
1 this neighbourhood, that our usual experience 1s, to order SIx OF
cight powders for the patient, and to hear no more of the case, untit
one chances to mect the guondam patient or some of s tamily
atterwards, and then learns the favorable result, oftentimes so prompt
as 10 render 1t unnecessary to use the whole number ot doses sent..
And we constantly find persons conung to us and askwg tor the
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“green powders,” so obvious is the efficient action of the medicine
to those who have seen it employed, especially in severe cases, which
have previously bafiled other and more familiar means of treaiment.

I am permitted to state that Doctors Lawrence and Dickson, of
this town, have both used Dr. Kerr’s digitalis and squill combinations
for several years past, and are thoroughly satisfied of its results.
Dr. Lawrence was for a time inclined to be sceptical,—attributing
the results obtained entirely to the opium, usually combined with
the medicine, in the treatment of dysentery and diarthcea. But I
am aware that, as he stated before the Association, his original
distrust gradually gave way, as he continued to use the medicine,
Cases have occurred to him, as to many of us, in which we failed to
subdue the dysenteric symptoms, while giving the medicine com-
bined with opium, as usual, but soon succeeded when the opium was
left out. Indeed it is highly probable that the principal effect of the
oplum in this ccmbination, is simply to lessen the frequency of the
dejections. .

Having learned that Dr. Kerr has consented to send some of
his published papers for insertion in your next issue, I have not
thought it necessary to refer at all to the several articles included in
the combination, or to any details in regard to their administration.
Nor shall T ask space in your excellent journal for reports of par-
ticular cases,—but simply offer my humble testimony, as one of a
number of practitioners, who has used the medicine for a considerable
length of time, and who has felt an everincreasing confidence in its
efficacy in appropriate cases.

Yours, &c.,
WM. CLARKE.
Paris, Ont., July roth, 1873.

To the Editor of the LANCER.

Sir,—The following unique case is worthy of record :—A few
years ago a young man in this vicinity went out to hunt deer. He
came to a chopping, and was mounting some tree tops to get a
clearer view of the place. He was carelessly dragging his rifle after
him, when it exploded. The ball passed through the limb of a tree
about three inches thick, tore a portion of the integument off the
inner side of the right thigh, passed through his trousers in three

3
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places, and imbedded itself in the glans penis. I extracted the ball
and patch covering it, and in a few weeks his recovery was complete,
He is now 1aarried and the father of everal children. I am not
aware of cases having been recorded where the ball from any fire-
arm lodged in this portion of the body, although the eccentric and
remarkable course taken by these missiles when striking an animal
body is well known to surgeons. Animal bodies seem to resist or
deaden the force of bullets by simply yielding to a certain extent at
the moment of contact.
JOHN H. GARNER, M.D.
Lucl?now, July 5th, 1863.

To the Editor of the LaAXCET.

Sir,—1 have this day been called upon to attend a surgical case
of peculiar difficulty, and beg to report its nature.

Mr. B., a farmer, living four miles from my office, attempted to
lower himself from a mow o7 Jof?, in which he had assisted to store
his hay. In doing so, he swung his body off the mow, and to break
the fall held on to the edge (which was composed of upright Loards
with rough sawn ends, nailed to a cross-beam) by his right hand. A
splinter on the edge of a board caught the whole weight of the body
and impinged on the flexed hand, just over the carpo-radial articula-
tion. The splinter was forced through the skin and the patient fell
from the mow, and felt that a serious injury had been done. His
co-labourer attempted to remove the splinter, and broke it off; and
after a few more efforts at extraction, the patient came hurriedly into
town to seek surgical assistance. About an hour after, he presented
himself at my office. e was cold and partially collapsed, showing
some serious form of injury.  All he had to show was a small wound,
abouta qiarter of an nch in length, in front of the carpo-radial articu-,
lation. He complained of excruciating pain and partial numbness of
the two middle fingers.

I probed the wound and could find no foreign substance. I
must say, I avoided the joint of the wrist in my deep and serious
explorations as much as possible. I enlarged the opening through
the dangerous area as carefully as possible, and still could find only
tendons, &c. I was about giving up further explorations, but the
« confidence of the patient that the skver was there” induced me to
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more earnést endeavours. I sent for my confrere, Dr. Battersby, to
assist, and to administer chloroform, as the patient was becoming
exhausted and excecdingly nervous. Dr. Battersby promptly came
to my assistance,—it was now in the *dusk of evening.” He quite
agreed with me that further explorations should be made. After
chloroform was administered, I enlarged the opening still farther,
and explored the whole of the carpus and palm as far as careful
dissection would permit. No foreign substance could be found. I
was about to abanden further attempts, when (as the patient was in
a state of complete anzsthesia) I introduced my finger, and explored
all parts of the posterior carpus; but on flexing the hand on the
forearm, and exploring above, I detected a moveable body under the
anterior ligament of the joint; by my nail it was moved to the
original aperture, and by means of forceps I was enabled to extract,
from the carpo-radial articulation, a mass of wood § of an inch long
and ¢ ofan inch in diameter.

After rallying from the chloroform, I applied water dressings, and
gave directions to keep them perseveringly applied with anodynes
until I saw the patient on the morrow. I need not mention my
apprehensions ; every professional man will recognize them. The
progress of the case will be mentioned in some future issue.

Yours, truly,
N. O. WALKER, M.D., M.R.C.S,, Eng.

Port Dover, July 16th, 1873.

QUACKERY.

(To the Editor of the Laxcer.)
Dear Sir,—I send you an extract from a local paper of the
16th inst., as a sample of how they do it in this locality :
IMPORTANT SURGICAL OPERATIONS BY DR. DOW.

A few days since Dr. Dow removed a large Tumor from the
arm of Mrs. Moses Haris, of Blackville, Miramichi. The swelling
extended from the elbow to the shoulder, and had been enlarging
for some years past. Mrs. Harris said that it was too heavy for her
to carry any longer. She is rapidly recovering.

Hare-Lip.—A child of Mr. Pearsons, living near Florenceville,
Carleton County, was operated on for a deformity a few days ago.
It was not considered a bad case. The little patient is nearly well.
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Dr. Dow nforms us that this was the vne hundred and sisteenth
time ! that he has operated for sad defornuty,

AcciprNts-—John amigan, who had his leg so badly fractured,
and knee dislocated, is doing very well.  His health has not been
goad for some tme past, his ungs Leing scriowsly affected.  Dr.
Dow thipks that there 1 sull a chance of saving his leg.

A daughter of Mr. Fgan, school teacher at Hamtown, had her
arm badly broken last Saturday, by a fence falling while she was
getting over it. The Lones of the elbow were completely crushed,
and she will probably have a stiff amm for life. Dr Dow has the
patient in charge.

The author of the abuve has flounished by this and simifar
means for the last twenty years i Fredencton.

Yours, &,
MEDICUS.
Fredericton, N. B., July 1oth, 1873.

——————

MINUTES AND PRUCEEDINGS OF THE MEDICAL
COUNCH. OF UNTARIO.

FIRST DAY'S PROCEEDINGS.

The Councit met in the Court House, Toronto, on the 25th of
June. Dr Dewar i the chair.  All the members were present
except Dr. Morrison.

On motion, Br. Wm. Chark was appomted President, and Dr.,
Muir (Eclectic) Vice-President.

Dr. Forrest Dewar, in leaving the chair, said that in retiring
from the position as President of the College of Physicians and
Surgeons there was one circumstance which he was sure cach and
every one of them would regret- the absence from their Board of an
old and most esteemed member through death  He had no doubt
that sume testimonial would Le drawn out by the Council expressing

hy with the d d’s L d family. He regretted him-
self, owing to circumstances over which he had no control, that he
could not pay that attention to the business of the Council that he
should have done. He begged to thank the Vice-President of the
Council for the active, hearty, and stcady hard-working manger in
which he assisted him when he was unable to carry out lus work.
He really believed the g of the Presid of that Council
upon lum was an honor to which he was not entitled, and he could
only say that he thought he would be Letter as a gladiator in the
arena than as & judge in the crcus.

Dr. Clarke, on taking the chair, referred to the importance of
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this Council, which represented 5,600 medical men of the Province,
and to his diffidence in aceepting the posuivn. He thanhed them
for clecting him, and he would endeavour to do all in his power to
draw them together wnd hesp thens so, for the bunelit ol the public
as well as the profession.

Dr. Broust muved that D W. T, Adns aad Thos, Tyae,
respectivedy Treasurer and Regisaag, should Le redeated for the
ensuing year.

Dr. Camaphell movad in amendment that the eeasurer be in
structed to hand vver o the Registrag, when appuinted, the aotiess
papers, and uther dutuments connected wath the Counal.  He con-
tended that they could not comply strictly with the existng Act
withuut untig, the oliivs of the Treaswa and Kegostiar. Iu was
not competent for them 10 have two persvns perfunning tho ¢ ofices:

After some discussion Dr. Campbell put in the following charges
condemnatory of Dr. \tkins’ conduct, as treasurer of the Council

“That inasmuch as Dr. Aikins, Treasurer of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario, in reporting as to the financial
condition of the Council before a special commattee of the Legisla-
ture of Ontano on the 260th of Februacy dast, wsserted that he had,
within a2 period of ten days, pard a claim of Messrs, Hunier, Rose &
Co. for printing papers at the last election, and inasmuch as that
fim declared that no payment ot any kind had been made by Dr.
Aikins, and threatened to institute proceedings for the recovery of
the said amount alleged to have been pad Dy hum, and that Dr.
Aikins by such statement wilfully amd irauduiontdy wasivd the
Parliamentary Commiittee of the House of .ssembly, and mate-
rially led to the defeat of the all before the woresaid winmitice of
the Legislature, by which defeat, 1t is confidently believed, that a
Toss of six thousand dollars has been sustamed Ly the Counail, there-
fore be 1t resoleed that the sad Dr. Akins has forfeited the confi-
dence of the Council and 15 not a fit and proper person w hold so
responsible a pusitton as that of treasurer to the Coliege, and that
he be called upon to tesgn such office, and deliver wp tv the regis-
trar withuut delay all moneys, recapts, papers, &, perlaunng w the
affairs of the Counail which he may have recerved in his capacity as
treasurer.”

Moved by Dr. Brouse, scconded by Dr. Graat, —« That the
charges of Dr. Camplell be referred to a consmittee of five members
of the Council, who shall investigate and report as speedily as possi-
ble, and that the said Commuttee be compused of Drs. Hyde, Hod-
der, Muir, Bethune, and Berryman.” — Carricd.

Dr. Dewar moved, seconded by Dr. Berrymun, * Thu this
Cuuncil, at this carly peniod of sts session, woulld beg tu teader to
the widow an¢ family of the late Dr. Agnew its sincere and heartfelt
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sympathy at his untimely death. The Council regrets the loss of
onc of such genial disposition, and energetic and zealous action in
all matters connected with the working of this Coundil, and deem it
their duty thus to record by this testimonial their scnsc of his worth
and that the said resolution be forwarded in projas furm to Mrs.
Agnew."— Carriced.

Dz, Campledl explained the actun of the Legislature duning the
past sesaon wuth regard o the Unuine Malival Ac, and moved
that the propused At to amend the Ontaniv Medival Act be taken
as a report of tie Commitice appuinted for the purpuse of consider
ing the subject by the Executive Comnattee and be refured to a
Committee of the Whole on the following day. —-Carricd.

A full teat of the Bill, as anended by the Counal, will appear
in our next issue.

On lhe motxon of Dr. Berryman the following gentlemen “cre

or the of the Stand
mmics st. Dewar, Brouse, Adams, Bogart, Edwards, and Damcl
Clarke.

‘The following are the names of the gentleman on the standing
committecs :—Drinting  Committee—Drs.  Campbeli, Eastwood,
Spnnbu, Comell.  Finance  Comnuttee—IDirs.  Hyde, Vernon,
Ficlds, Hillary, Coburn and McDonald. Rutes and Regulations,
Commuttee—Drs. Adam, Lornell and Bemryman.  kducation Com-
mittee—Dns. Brouse, Grant, Aikins, Hodder, Berryman, Dewar,
D. Clarke, Bogart, Edwards and Lavell.  Regntration Committce—
Drs. Lawrence, Bethune, Hodder, Campbell, Bogut and Dewar.

On otion of Dr Benyman, scconded by Dr. Aikins, two
Teports on the recent examinations were referred to the Committee
on Education.

Dr Campbell moved that the motion passed at the late annual
meeting of the Council, with reference to Dr Carson, disqualifying
him from sitting on any committee, be expunged from the minutes.

After some discussion, it was moved by Ds. Brouse, as an
amendment, that the Council proceed to the regular business.—
Carried.

SECOND DAY’S PROCEEDINGS.

Dr. Brousc presented the report of the Committec of Education.

'l'hc fo]lomnb is the report of the Comumittee as amended and
“Your commitice had undur ideration the two com-

munications from the Duard of Lummus, and they amived at the
following conclusion .. Thatat present it is nutudvisabie to institute
an extended competitive system of cxaminativn, that the cxamina-
tions should Le partly vral and panly written , that, f pussible, the
examining body should be reduced, in order to lessen the expenses
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of the Council, but that under ali s acertam dard
must be exacted,  As far as possible the marks made over and above
the required number should be tecorded, i order to the tormung to
some extent of a comp of the it and pro-
fiienyy attained under the prevailing system of medical education.
In all cases, 100, where more than ordinary ability is cvinced, the
caaminets should have the power tu aceept the wnten answers of
the andidates as Leing suffient withuut subjecung them in addiuu.
tu Whe usudl vral cxamination.  Sisty marks out of a probuble hund-
red to Lo considered evidence of such proficiency.

‘“ The following are the names of the cxaminers appointed for
April, 1874 .—Dr, Aikins, Surgery and Surgical Pathology , Dr. Hod-
dur, Anatuiay, Desenptive and Susgral, Dr. Lavedl, Midwifery and
Diseases of Women and Children, Dr. Berryman, Materia Medica ;
Dr W, Clarke, Medical Diagnosis, Dr. Danie! Clatke, Chemistry ;
Dr. Dewar, Medicine and Medical Pathology ; Dr. Fdwards,
Physiology, Dr. Macdonald, Medical Junsprudence and Tonicology ,
Dr. Vemon, Sanitary Science ; Dr. Bogart, Botany.

“ Homecopathic Examiners—Drs. Vernon and Ficld.  Eclectic
Examincrs—Drs. Comell and Bogart.

“In the event of any of the craminers failing to attend,
the President shall appoint onc in his place, and shall also
armange the programme of examinations. Your committee further
recommend, that in the cvent of any windidate signifying his in-
tention to the Registrar to be examined and registered 25 a
homccopathic or eclectic practitioner, duc notice of such must be

bmitted to the regi 5o that the ination may be d
by the respective partics appointed for that purpose, but pnor to
the acieptance of such notice from the candidate, the usual fees
must be paid.  in the event of any i p ing themsel
for such examination, due notice to be given by the Registrar to the
special examiner.  All regulations of the Councyl, imconsistent with
the above, to be repealed. Your further d
that no change be made in the cumculum for ‘7273,

The pp d to gate the charges made by
Dr. Campbell, against Dr. Aikins, reported the following resolution
as the result of their deliberations :—

Resolved, That the gross ciarges that were made by Dr. Camp-
Lell as aganst Dr. Aihins, accuving him of having wiliully and frau-
dulently musled the Parhamentary Commuttee of the House ot Local
Legislation, and thereby having defrauded this Counul of $6,000,
find that after pruper and careful exanunauon of the charges made
by Dr. Campbell, they are proved to be entirely without fuundauon ,
and the Cutmttee appuinted (o carmy out the iavesigauon are of
opinion that such rash and reukless charges without mature evidence
deserve the censure of this Council,
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The report was adoptcd by a votc of 15 to 5.

The following is the report of the Committce on Finance as
amended and adopted :

1. That they have cvamined the Looks of the Treasurer,
together with the vouchers and cheques attached, and found them
to comespand, leaving o Lalance in the hunds of the Trewsuter to
the credit of the College of $1,196 46,

We have pleasure in finding evenything su thuroughly cor-

rect and satisfactory, and s fodd it vu duly W reeord the indebted-
ness of this Coundil to lim fur his many disuterested and unre-
quited services.
Your Committce have wlsw eaaunncd the Luvhs of the
Registrar, and found thon: curedt, the buvhs shuning the amuunt
received by the Registrar to be $033 735, wd the aniviat pad out
$633 8o, leaving a balance in hand of $19 95.

4. We find that Dr. Woud, the Matticulauon Eaanuaer at King:
ston, is indebted o the Cuul.gx. ol aecouint ol mdinudauon oo e
st of $108 o, which sua yuur Cossniisee fewvtninend the cul-
lection of.

5. Your Committee would reeor ucad the payment of the
accomnts presented for printing, advertising, &c.

6. The account of Mi. Rolph, Ligriver, o mvunuub to $74, as
Ly agrecmient with Mr. Rolply, is recommendad to be pad, as
moneys accrue from the sale of diplomas.

7. The Commutiee ar¢ of the opinwn that i the present state
of the finances of the Coilege the matneulatun exaniners fees should
be reduced to $2 per student.

8. Your C d that the i loyed
at the last examnation be paid as follows :—The usldnnt C\nmmers,
$15 cach, and the tollowmng named : Drs. Sulltvan, Mornson, Mwur
and Field, $20 each, travelling expenses exciusive.

9. Your Coramittee find that there will be a balance left to the
credit of the College or about $5 50, out of which they recommend

to the the present session of $6 per
day each, together with travelling expenses.
10. “ You € m lusion, would d that

no accounts be pard on account of the Collegc  future wathout the
direct orders and sanction of the President, and that the Regstrar
hand over all moncys immediately on conung 1nto his possession t0
the Treasurer.”

Dr. D. Clarke moved. seconded by Dr. Hyde, that if sufficient
funds come into the hands of the registrar, within une month of this
date, $20 shall be paid to the resident examiners, and $30 to those
from a distance, eaclusive of mileage.—Carried.
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THIRD DAY'S PRUCLEDINGS.

Dr. Aikins moved that Mr. Archibald McMurchy, LA, Rector
of Toronto High Schoul, Le appuinied Mauteulawon Examiner in
place of Dr. Wickson, resigned. —Carried.

The Ancudments to the Omtaro Medicai Act were agun
brought up for consideration.

Dr, Lawrcoce muved, seconded by Dr. Hyde, that the report
of the whule vn the umendments o the Mediwal Buli b adopred, and
that it be left to the Excative Comimutes o carry it out as a con-
solidated Medical Act, or otherwise as they may see best.—Carried.

Moved Ly Dr. Aikios, seconded by Dr. Lawrence,—That Drs.
Berrynuan and McDonald be appointed to audit and invesugate the
books uf the late Registrar, and rcport to the President.

Moved by Dr. Dewar and seconded by Dr. Lavell, that the fol-
lowin, gentlemen Lo the Exceutive: Comuntteg f0r the present year
—The Prosident, Vice-Lresident, Drs. Bemyman, McDonald, D.
Clark, Dewar, Cobum, Aikins, Adwas, Hudder and Lavell, five
members to form a quontm.

Dr. Campbell prescnted the fullowing Reporiof the Commuttee
on Registration s

Your Cummittce beg leave 1o present the following report . —
The Rygistrar submitted a statement shuwing that Sy students had
been wiiered on the Register.  The number of matriculants on the
studert’s register Is nuw 4c 5. 57 Nubies have buen added to the
pumber of registr. iuns since last report. The mames of 32 menr-
bers have been removed by death since the period when the regis
tration of medical practitioners commenced in this Province.  Also
39 persons have availed themselves of the opportunity of obtaimng
the diplomas of bership ded Ly the Registrauon Com-
mittee last year.

Dr. Dewar moved,.and Dr. Hyde seconded, the following reso-
lution -—* That this Council beg to insist on the absolute necessity
of cconomy with reference to the carrying on of the examnations.”
Carried.

Dr. Berryman moved, seconded by Dr. Dewar, the following
resolution *—¢ That during the past year much labour has been ¢n-
tailed on the shoulders of the late Vice President, Dr. Campbell, in
organizing many details of the proposed amendment to our Medical
Act, that the passage of such di was due to certain cir-
cumstances over which the Committee, along with Dr. Campbell,
had no control , but sull the thaaks of this Council are due to Dr.
Camplell for his many and assiduous labours."

__Dr. Campbell wished to return his thanks for this uncxpected
kindness. He said he had endeavoured to work harmoniously with

A 3o i s e s
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every gentleman of the Council.  He was foremost in trying to put
down any feeling of an cvil spirit, but the action he had taken had
not the effect on his fricnds he expected. But he was about 10 sever
every connection with the Council. This was the last time that
any Homapathists would ever sit within these walls, for it was
intended to scnd in the resignation of all the Homopathists in this
Council to the Registrar ; they had forever done with the Council.
‘The reasons were, thatafter exerting himsclf as much as he could, and
filling the office of Vice President encrgetically, he had nut succeeded
o the oftice of President, which he looked for as @ matter of course.
He was told indirectly that the reason of this was that 1t would be a
monstrous thing to be said in the country that a homowpathist was
at the head of the medical profession. He was also told Ly his
friends outside that he would never get the other members of the
Council to look on him with cordulity. He wld them he was
always met with courtesy and kindly feelings, and that any prejudice
would soon wear off  But when he wnas told that in four years there
had not been one homeepathist who preseated himself for exunina-
tion, he thought this was sufficient argument to go to the country
and put an end to the Council, so far as the humuepatlists were
concerned.

The President said he could not allow it for a moment to go to
the country that it was because he (Dr. Campbel) was a homaeo-
pathist he was refused the chair.  (Members—No, nothing of the
kind) He told Dr. Campbell that the reason why he was not
chosen President was a personal consideration alone.

Dr. Grant remarked on the sudden resignation of Dr. Canipbell.
He considered no person should withdraw from the Medieal Council
on personal grounds, and because he was not clevated to any -
portant position.  If any member had the good of the Councit at
heart, he should still work as one of the body endeavounng to
elevate the medical profession in the Province of Ontano  (Hear.)
‘The Legislature, when therr Bill was presented, should be made
aware of the important fact that Dr. Campbell withdrew from the
Council on putely personal grounds, and such withdrawal should
receive the consideration of the Legsk: (Hear.)

Some discussion ensued on the conduct of Dr. Cambell towards
the Board of Examiners, and which the members present condemned
in very severe tems.

‘The President drew the attention of the members of the Council
to the matter of medical men being required to furnish particulars
respecting the deaths of persons without any remuneration. He
thought the Council should consider the matter.

After a votc of thanias to the Warden fur the use of the hail, to
the President and members of the press, the Councit adjouned
sine die.
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Selected Quticles.

OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.
MzETING, May 77H, 1873.

Cuse of Eatra-Ulerine Dicgnancy.  Gastrotomy successfully performed.
BY W. ROSS JORDAN.

The woman, Xt. 29, Was & patient in the Birmmgham Hospital
for Women, In Apnl last she had inflammation of the bowels,
which threatened her e, In July or August she first felt the child,
and in Septembur she expoted and prepared for her confinement.
Frum tlus tume she for six sechs gradually became smaller in size,
afier whitw L fancied she was in labour, being m great pamn for
theee ur four days.  After that she had frequent shivers and a cold
sensdtion i the abdomen.  On the 13th December a swelling i
the abdumen not larger than in oidinary pregnancy at six months
was discovered, fluctuating a little towards the left side, and on
deeper oumination o round muass bhe the placenta bLetween the
umbilicis and pubss and a hurder projection to the upper and left
Lorder of the tumor.  The werviy utent sas pushed up to the nght
sde.  The svund penctrating thice and a-half inches punted to the
right grom aud moved the round budy feltin the abdonunal exami-
naticn  The rectovaginal puuch was oceupied by a hard rounded
mass  On December 2ist o punctuie with the aspirator was decided
upon, and a yuantty of chucolate-colured fluid mined with white
flakes was drawn.  Mr. Russ Jurdan, frum lus ¢xanunation on this
occasion, came to the condlusion that the case was one of extra-
uterine foetativn.  Two hvurs after, complete collapse came on, and
hemorrhage into the cyst or abdomen was suspected.  Five hours
after the use of the aspirator, an inusivn four inches long was made
in the abdominal wall duwn tu the pentoneum, when the cyst with
the placenta under it presented. A clot of bloud having been
Temoved, the cyst, with a foot near the external opening, was drawn
forward, but the wall of the cyst Leng thin, it ruptured, and through
this opening the fuctus was extracted. The placenta was left undis-
turbed, and the opeaings of the cyst and the abdominal wall were
brought together by sutures of carbolized catgut, leaving an open
wound about two and a-half inches long, which was covered with a
layer of tenax, etc. The patient progressed favorably, and on the
1st and 2nd of January large fragments of placenta were discharged,
and on the zoth of Apnl she came to the huspual looking well with
he wound quite closed.
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Nofe on the Diagnosis of Extra-Ulerine Preguaney.

BY LAWSON TAIT, F..

The author thought ‘that in these cases very httie wnfidence
should be placed in the statements of patients if they were not
harmuny sath physical signs. He bad, i consequence of the history
of hur case given by 4 jaticit, been led-to miahe an erruncous diag-
nosis, mustaking a mulolocular vvanan tumor for a case of extra-
utenine fwtaton.  There were wo arcutisiances whicl invarably
accompinicd CXUR-ULLONG gestaion that s gulie past the penod.
The first was due o the gencral excitement and wngesuon of the
organs invulved, speaially t the enlargenient of e uterus, and the
second w the absvrpuon of tic hyuor 2w after the death of the
child.  The condiions with shich extra-wtenne pregnancy may be
confused before tie dewih of the duld, sere displecenent o the
nurmally pregnant uterus duing the carly months, pregnancy wome.
plicated wath fibio-tayoma ur cystie disease of the werus, wnd more
rarely pregnaney of une-badf of o double uterus.  Alter the death of
the child, dagnosis was more dfficult, the two pormts 10 the hotory
already mentivned Were most impuriant, auscultatury sighs were of
no use. The other conditions with which it might be confused
were pelvic hematocele, ovarian tumors, especially dermoid cysts,
cancer, fibro.cystic discase of the uterus, hydatids of the uterus, and
phantom pregnancy. The uterus in extrautedine pregnancy was
always intimately associated with the tumor, and generally in front
of it moveable to a lindted uatent and enlarged. The most important
point was that the cervix is always patulous. Under such circum.
stances, if a fortal heart were audible, the case was clear.  If the
case were scen after the death of the child, the tumor would be soft,
and besides obscure bilottement possibly a part of the child might
be made out by internal or external exammation. Of the three
cases which the author had seen, two had been first pregnancics, and
in neither had there been any troublesome pain, in the third there
was great pam, but the patient was seen duning the false labor.

A Case of Gastratemy for supposed Extra-Ulerine Gestation.
BY ALFRED MEADOWS, M.D.

The pauent, xt. 58, was admitted to the Hospatal for Women,
and had passed tirough the cimactence penod nime years ago.  She
had great pan in the abdumen, which was enlarged by the presence
of a tumur.  Susteen years sinee she fancied herself pregnant, and
in due time had pamns like those she had flt an her first conline-
ment, these however gradually declined, and nu chdd wsas bum,
and since that ume she had considered herself to be carrying a dead
child.  Un admussion the abdumen was found to be occupred by &
large wmor abuut the size of the uterus at term, tender to the touch,
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and apparently solid.  The uterus was high up, and its cervix very
small, the sound pasced upwards and forwards two and a-half
inches.  The Laluiee of opinion amung the author’s colleagues
being that (his was a wise of exlrauenne gestation, it was deter-
mined to dear up all doubts upon the nuaiter by making an eaplora-
tory incision fivc inches in luigth Luaveent e pubis and ambilicus.
A white friable nuass was then discorered, having all the characters
of malignant discase, it Lrvhe down 1eadily, and tvo vunees of a
thick brownish fluid eseaped.  Finding it impussible tu reniove the
mass, the abdominal wound was dused.  Fifty-thaee hours after the
operation the patient died, and, upun vpcinng e abdomen, the
mass of maliynant disease was found to Luan the vnienwum, which
overlapped the tumor and was abuut an ik in duchness.  The
tumor itself, which was adherent in ciery direction, proved to be a
large fibro-cystic tumor of the uterus.  The author uted this case to
show the difficulty of diggnusing abdonunal tumors.  Even wath the
aid of an wploratory incisivn & comuet diagnusis of the Ciaracter of
the tumor had nut Deen armived at previvus o death,  He Lelioved
it to be the moral duty of cvery one w recuid his failures s well as
his successes.— Obstetrical Fournal.

ACTION UF THE VAGUS UN THE HEAKT.

Schifi®e old view that the vagus is really the motor, and not the
inhibitory, nerve of the huart has lately reccived sume corroboration
from some experiments performed by . Mosso, and record2d in a
late number of the Italian joumal, Zo Sperimentale.  Musso's ex-
periments were peculiar inthe circumstance that he cmployed
chemical stimuli to excite the nerve.  The animals were dogs, and
the cardiac beats were made independent of blood-pressure by the
subcutancous injection of attopine.  The vagi and recurrent nerves
were excited by the careful appheation of a drop of caustic solution
of potash.  The conclusions arnved at by M. Mosso were that the
excitation of the nervi vagi inereases the froqueney of the pulse, in
conseyuence of the imiwiion of the waditu-motor fibres tuuning in
the trunk of the vagus.  If the sheath of the vagu-sympathete nerve
be vpened, and the sympathieue be sepatated fions the vagus, chenii-
€1, eacitative of the latter constantly produces an inercase of the
pulse freguency, wlilst wacitation of the syupathetic is without per-
ceptible ficet on the shythim of the licart. Mechameal amitation of
the inferiur Ligyngeal nerves by sunple seetions s suffivient tu imcrease
the pulse frequency, and s yuite independaidly of any aliation
of the blood pressure.—Zancet.
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“CATCHING COLD."

In this changeable ddimate of vurs, hardly & week passes without
ourselves uf sumie of our auyuaintances watciing wold.  Our vppor-
tunities of studying the putholugy of colds are thus only tov numer-
ous, dnd yet we knuw su huk about i, that he st wither Lea
very wise of a very rash man who will undertake tu say why exposure
to an east wind will give curyza o one man, sure thivat tu & seeond,
Lronchitis to a third, and so vt Almost all that ca be stated about
the matwer with any degree of cortanty is, that the disvases just
mentivned, 4> well as a goud 1nany others which are all popularly
ascribed 1o cold, are liable to come on after the whule budy, or punts
of it, such as tht feet, have Leen quichly covled below the aormal,
or, in other words, have been chilled.  There arc always tho factors
concemed in the cooling ather of the body or of ats parts.  Une of
these is the nature of the caternal medium, such us air or water,
which s in contact with the Ludy , and the uther is the condition of
the bloud-vessels, by wluch the warm Livod 1> brovghe frum the ine
terior of the body to the surface, and thus caposed tu the influence
of cold. Dry air has su litle puwer to abstract heay, that Arctic
travellers can go abuut comfurtably without a great coat when the
thermometer is standing Aty degrees bolow zero, provided tat the
air bestll. A very httle sand s suffiient Lo prevent them from
doing this, however, fur the constant impact of fresh parides of cold
air on the surface of the budy svon carnics ofl is heat. The presence
of moisture in the air greatly incraases ats power of abstracting heat,
and when wind and musstute are conibined, the chilhing ftect reaches
its manmum. Wenay bu able w fave & wold dry wird wathout
fecling any inconvenience , but if the w ad be most, or, sull worse,
if our cluthes be wei, we shall feel chulled completely through, shiver,
and prolably catch a severe cold. Heat has Leen constantly and
rapidly abstracted from our bodies, and the Llowd which brngs
warmth to the surface has stseif been i dength wooled,. No one s
astonished au catching culd under such crcumstances, but we are
often astunished that we shuuld du su dunng warm weather, and
with hardly any apparent cause.  Expenience has shuwn us, in fact,
that 1t1s not so_much the absolute lowness of temperature wluch
gives nse to culds as sudden changes from a higher o a lower.  The
reason of this remamed unhnown ull the recent researches of Tro-
fessor Rosenthal cleared up the mystery. Itis well hnown that
when culd 1s applied to the sutface of a healty animal, the cutaneous
vessels contract.  They thus prevent the blood from airculating i
the skin, and by confining it to the antenor of the budy, prevent its
cooling, and preserve the temperature of the vtal organs, unless the
apphicanon of cold be vonunued for a considerable ume.  This s
not the case, however, when the animal has been previously expused
to warmth some time before.  The cutaneous vessels become para-
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lysed by the heat, and remain dilated even after the cold has been
applied. The blood is thus exposed over a large surface, and be-
comes rapidly cooled, even although the temperature of the surround-
ing medium is not very low. In Rosenthal’s experiments, animals
were kept for a little while at a temperature from about 97 deg. to
104 deg. Fahr. The temperature of the animals themselves quickiy
rose during their confinement to 111 deg. or 113 deg. Fahr. After
their removal, it not only sank to the normal, but even below it, so
that an animal which was from 107.6 deg. to 111 deg. in the warming
apparatus fell to 96.8 deg., and remained at that for several days,
although the room in which it was kept was moderately warm.
Confinement in a choky office, hot theatre, crowded ball-room, will
have a similar effect on man, and in the latter case it will be increased
by the exercise of dancirg. From such places people pass out into
the cool open air, or will sometimes even purposely station them-
selves in a draught. The blood which is coursing not only over the
flushed face, but through the dilated vessels of every part of the
surface, is rapidly cooled below the normal, and, on its return to the
internal organs, cools them much more quickly than it could have
done had the person simply been exposed to cold without dilatation
of the vessels by previous warmth. Rosenthal lays much stress, and
we think rightly. on the great effect of sudden coolizzg in bringing on
a cold, the sudlen change in_the temperature of the blood producing
an irritating effect, and inducing inflammation in any weak organ in
a way that a gradual dlteration would not do. It would seem, how-
ever, that the alteration must be from a temperature above to one
below the normal temperature of the blood, and not a mere reduction
from one considerably above the normal to one at or near it. When
much heated, we may stand for a short time in a cool atmosphere
with impunity ; but if we stand long enough to carmry the cooling
process too far and produce a shiver, we run a great risk of catching
cold. The fact that it is more dangerous to sit for a long than a
short time in wet clothes, appears to indicate that a considerable
and more gradual cooling, such as may then occur, will produce
similar effects to a slight cooling suddenly effected by exposure to a
cold draught after being ina warm room. The effect of a chill in
causing inflammations may be partly due to the effect of cold on the
tissues themselves, and partly to the hyperseenia which will occur in
some parts when the blood is driven out of others by the contraction
of their vessels. Rosenthal is inclined to ascribe the chief power to
the former of these causes. Everybody knows the beneficial effect
of cold baths, cold sponging, etc., in “ hardening” persons, as it is
termed, so that those who employ them are able to face almost any
weather, and to endure sudden changes of temperature without
injury ; while those who coddle themselves and stop up every crevice
lest a Lreath of air should blow upon them, are constantly suffering
from culds. Rosenthal considers that this is due to the frequent
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application of cold water or cool air increasing the tone of the
cutancous vessels, so that they do not become so much relaed by
heat as to be unable %o contract with sufficient force when necessary.
The power of regulating the tempertture is thus preserved, and the
person prevented from catching cold—Brit. Med. Fournal,

THE LADY MEDICAL STUDENTS.

Judgment has proved adverse to the lady students at Edinburgh
on their appeat to the Court of Session.  The tnbunal was a very
competent one, and the anguments #70 and . were reviewed with
cleamess and impartiality.  Three of the judges hold, or have held,
high offices in the Universities of Scotland, while seven others have
taken an acuve part in academical admnistration.  Our readers will
remember that suae tiree years ago the Univenity Court issucd
regulations under which ladies might be admitted as medical students.
Accordingly Miss Jex Blake and six others matriculated after the
usual ination; were fled as d ; ane ded the
classes which qualify forthe first course. A number of the professors,
however, intheir protessonal capacity, and as members of tic Sunatus
Academicws, dechued v toadh the ludies any further, or to admit
them tu graduativn,  After a goud 2eal of platf m and newspaper
controversy, the ladics called upon the Chancellor and Senats to
defend their procedure before Lord Ordinary Gifford.  His lordship
pronounced in favour of the appellants; but his decision has been
reversed by the second divisiun, after comultng the other judges.
Qut of the twalve judges, five were in the appellants’ favor 4 fuct
which, it is said, il gt the ludies to appeal to the House of
Lords. It seems diflicult, however to get rid of the argument that
the original itution of the university did not plate th
adnussion of ladies, either to studentship or to graduation. Th
remedy open to the ladics 15 surely a sufficivntly obvious vne.  Let
them devoie the ample funds they have at thar disposal, not to
fruiticss und veaativus liiigativn, Lut tu the founding of a college of
their own, where they may prosccute their medical studies, and
qualify for such practice in the discase of women and children as
they may prove fit for. Soctety will respect them the more, and
even recognse their Camms as yualified nurses and accoucheuses the
souner, il they reure fium 4 uscless and not very feminine contest,
and sech (he attunment of their ambition by means at once legitimte
and easy.~Zancet.
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THREATENED DISRUPTION OF THE COUNCIL.

At the close of the last mecting of the Council of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Ontano, the Homccopathists signified
their intention of withdrawing from the Coundil, giving as one of
thair reasuns the fact that Dr. Campbull—who was Vice-President
last year—was not appomnted President this year, another reason
being, that although the Counctl had been in opcmuon four years,
no students of their p ion had p d tves for exami-
nation.  In regard lu the latter ob)u.uvn, cither of two things must
have Leen the ause, viz., that thew is no longer any demand for
practitioners of their school of faith, or else thewr students are averse
to the high dard of qual quired by the Counail; for
even Dr. Campbell will not say that, by any possible means, injus-
tice could havc been done them by thic examiners at the Board.  In
reference to the furmer, we inchine strungly to the belief that persunal
fecling was the chief obstacle 1 the way of Dr. Campbell’s promo-
tion to the presidentship of the Council.  We are not aware that the
Homeopathists have as yet officially sent in their resignation, and
we think it quitc probable Gy will not do 50 uatil they have brought
their alleged gnievances Lefore the Legulature, and have reccived a
favorably reply from that august body. Be this as it may, no onc
who understands the wosking of the Act and who has the interest

4
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of the profession at heart, but will regret that such action should be
contemplated,

Whatever faults Dr. Campbell—the leader of this body—may
have, or whatever of personal fecling he may have aroused against
himself and his promotion to the oftice of President, no one who
knows the circumstances wilt deny that he worked camestly and
faithfully in the interests of the Council and the profession, and we
regret 1o sce him now contemplating the pulling down of a structure
that he himself has worked so hard to build up, and cspcc.nlly ona
pretext so frivolous as the one alleged.

All must admit that the Council have a perfect nptht to select
whom they please to preside over their deliberations, During the
greater patt of the year just past, Dr. Campbell was actirg as Presi-
dent of the Council, owing to the unfortunate illness of the Presi-
dent; and while we have no particular fauit to find, we beheve that
many of his acts, while in that position, were such as to estrange
some of his best fricnds from him. He was also unfortunate enough,
while acting as the Chairman of the Board of Examiners, to place
himself in direct g to the maj of the bers of that
Board, and their influcnce was no doubt used against Ins candida-
ture for the presidency; so that if Dr. Campbell was not made
President of the Council, he has himself in great part to blame. We
do not deny that some, both inside and outside thc Council, may
have felt that it would be i i to havea F hist as
President ; but the majority of the members of the Councit dlsuncﬂy
disclaimed any such fecling. In a mixed body like the present
Council, there could have been nothing wrong or inconsistent in
sclecting the President from either wing of the profession , and were
it not for the strong personal fecling that existed, Dr. Campbell
would have been selected, and judged by the labors he has donre in
the interests of the Council, no one was more deserving of the honor.

And now that the Homceopathists, under the leadership of Dr.
Campbell, have vndertaken to orgamize for the purpose of upsetting
the Bill and establishing a separate Board for themselves, we fecl
disposed to let them go.  We do not mean by this that they are to
return 1o the old licensing board, we never wish to see that revived ;
but we think that, owing to the different sectional iterests, the Council
might, without injury, be spht up nto sections ; each section have
control of the firal examunation and hcensing of its own students.
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Come what may, we niust insist upon a uniform standard of matri-
culation for all ; alsy a uniform curriculum and examination in all
branches common to the various schools, on such subjects as

hysiol hemistry, diag and pathology, medical
,unspmdcnu :md tox:cology, sanitary science and botany. The
students may then be passed to either scction, to be dealt with as
such body may deem proper. We believe this is the only plan
which will give satisfaction; cach section of the profession will then
have full control of the final cducation and registration of its own
students ; but the same matricujation and primary examication on
the above subjects should be undergone by all, and the la ter may
be passed at the end of the second ycar.

There can be no desire on the part of the general prefession,
cven if they had the power to do so, to force any of the s cts to
continue as they are ; at the same time we hope we may never return
to the state of affairs that existed prior to the passing of the Oatario
Medical Act.  We have just one remark more to make, and that is
in reft to the appoi of the i for the ensuing
year. According to the spirit of the Act, we do not think that the
members of the Council should have constituted themselves exami-
ners.  Fhe examiners are the scrvants of the Council, and as such
should have been chosen outside of that body. It gives it too much
the appearance of a close corporation, and is not calculated to
inspire that confidence, which should ever exist between the profession
and the Council,

————

ADULTERATION OF PEPSIN.

‘This agent, which is so xmalunblc to the physician in the treat-
ment of many forms of dyspepsia and indigestion, from its exp
ness has been almost beyond the reach of many patients. A cheap
article, under the name of Houghton's pepsin, has been in the market
for several years, and has no doubt been used pretty extensively in
many parts of the country. Thie genuineness of this preparation has
been suspected for some time past, although no onc has gone to the
trouble of making a careful analysis of it. It has been remarked by
many, that it possessed a very bitter taste, and did not seem to have
any decided effect in aiding the digestive process, further than that
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produced by any ordinary tonic. ‘This led Mr, A. E. Ebert, of
Chicago, to makean .m:dysis of a sampleof the article ; and although
he did not succced in proving its presencc, he cxplcsscd lu> fim
opinion at the meeting of the A Ph 1 A i
at Baltimore, that the bitterness was due to steychnine.  Since chen,
R. Rother, in the Chicago Pharmaiist, describes the method adopted
by hin for testing its presence.  Hesays if the bichromate of potash
and sulphuric acid test, which is so extremely delicate for pure
strychnine, is applicd to a mixture of strychnine containing sugar,
the reaction is prevented or obscured by the reduction of the chromic
acid to the state or a sesquioxide. But if the mixture contains
bined stryct hlorof will entract n.—lhough not if
it exists in the condmon of a salt. ‘The suspected pepsin is there-
fore treated with a few drops of ammonia, and then with chloroform,
filtered and evaporated, and the residue tested with sulphuric acid :\nd
bichromate of potash, when the & iful violet color, ct
of this test, is produced. Owing to the ready adulteration of this
medicinal agent, great care is necessary in its sclcction, and it has
been ded that ph should, when practicable,
prepare it themselves. By the process given by Mr. Scheffer, of
Louisville, Ky., it may be casily and expeditiously obtained, and 2t 2
very moderate price. ‘This consists in precipitating it from its acidu-
Jated aq solution by saturatin~ with chloride of sodium.

The stomachs of pigs are the dest sources of pepsin, the yield
from which is said to be cnormous if the proper means are employed
to secure it.  The stomachs should be quite fresh and well cleaned.
They arc then cut into thin shreds by means of scissors, macerated -
for two days in a large volume of acidulated water, of the strength
of haif an ounce of muriatic acid to onc gallon of water. This
fficicat for one h.  The acid liquid is then
poured off and the stomachs are again macerated for two days tonger,
with a similar quantity of acidulated water; and this operation may
be repeated three or four times with profit. The liquid obtained
from the several macerations is treated with about onefourth its
weight of chloride of sodium, and the precipitated pepsin, which
accumulates in flakes on the surface of the liquid, is skimmed off.
strained, and pressed. The moist pepsin is (hen mixed with 3
weighed quantity of mitk sugar, and dried. Itis then weighed, and
enough milk sugar added to make the final weight of the mixture

quantity is
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cqual 10 ten times the weight of the real pepsin.  Cold weather is
the most suitable time for manufacturing pepsin, as the stomachs
will remain fesh a much longer ime than in warm weather. The
yicld of pepsin from six stomachs is about four ounces, and when
the milk sugar is added it will make about forty ounces. Thus it
will be seen that the outlay sncured 1s very little, and the remunsra.
tion, aside from the fact of having a genuine anticle, is sufficient to
reward the labours of the chemist abundantly.

Several attempts have been made to procure liquid pepsin in a
concentrated form, having the same strength as the saccharated. For
this purpose the moist pepsin is dried and then mixed with sufficient
muriatic acid and glycerine to make the liquid weigh ten times as
much as the original pepsin; but the results were not satisfactory.
‘The acid and glycerine were added to the pepsin without drying,
and the strength proportioned as before as nearly as possible, but it
was found that neither of the above would dissolve albumen, the
ordinary test of the value of pepsin, and the misture did not form a
clear solution. It was found, however, that if the liquid was increased
10 forty times the weight of the pepsin, a perfect solution could be
obuained possessing the active propertics of pepsin ; but was only
onc-fousth the strength of the saccharated powder.

The i ing and imp i igations of Mr. Scheffer
will develop a new era in the manufacturing interest of pepsin, and
sweep from the market ali base and worthless imitations, both by
virtue of the genuineners and cheapness of the article produced.
We particularly recommend this subject to the attention of our
pharmaceutical friends.

—_—————

THE APPROACH OF CHOLERA

Notwith ding the i which has been felt in view
of the probable approach of cholera, very httle actual preparation,
by way of cleantng the lanes and streets of our aities, has bezn done
by the authorities to ward off the discase. Several cases have
been reported n some of the cities ot the Southern States of America,
but no detailed statements of its ravages hae reached us. It is
also quite probable that many of the so-cailed cholera cases were
nothing more than aggravated cases of diarrhaea in debilitated. or
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intemperate patients. The disease has shown itself in some of the
cities of continental Europe, but it does not appear to travel with its
usual rapidity,—a few cases have occurred at Dantzic, Vienna, and
in the north.western part of Italy. In the latter place, twenty-four
cases are reported, of which about half the number died. The
Italian Government has adopted the most energetic measures to
prevent.its spread.  On the whole, the disease has not shown signs
of wide migration anywhere in Europe; but it is nevertheless the
duty.of the authorities to be hful and prepared. ‘The adopti
of the most approved. precautions. against its attack is the bounden
duty not only of the public, but alse of cach individual.

Cholera.is not.generally looked upon by the profession as a
very contagious malady,—so -that under reasonable care it is not
likely. to attack even thosc who act as nurscs or arc in close attendance
on the sick.  Prompt di: ion, and the i or destruc-
tion of all-matters which contain any of the discharges of choleraic
patients, are imperatively necessary, The watgr supply should be
carefully examined wherever the slightest suspicion as to its purity
exists.  House refuse and other filth which mxy have accumulated
about the premises should cither be d at once or th hi
disinfected ; the rooms whitewashed with fresh lime; all foul and
rotten drains, especially those near or beneath the premises, should
be attended to; and the sonl beneath basement floors examined, and,
if y, th hi d.by means of lime or a layer of
charcoal. chu,:ml) of dict.and rest, temperance in cating and
drinking, are among the most important precautions, and should be
strongly inculcated. Al these precautions may be unnecessary so
far as cholera is concerned, and we sincerely hope they may; but
the good effects of such a 7egime cannot fail to be of invaluable
service in anticipating and arresting the spread of other epidemics
many of which arc nearly as fearful in their ravages as cholera.

APPOINTMENT oF Examixers.—The following gentlemen have
been appointed in medicine by the Senate of Toronto
University i—Physiology and Comparative Anatomy, G. Wright,
M. B. ;.Surgery- and Anatomy, J. E. Graham, M.D. ; Medicine and
Therapeutics, J. W. McLaughlin, M. B.; Midwifery and Medical
Jurisprudence, T. White, M.D.; Chemistry, W. H. Ellis, M.A,, M.D.




