Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

Canadiana.org has attempted to obtain the best copy
available for scanning. Features of this copy which may be
bibliographically unique, which may alter any of the images
in the reproduction, or which may significantly change the
usual method of scanning are checked below.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing /
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps /
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /
Relié avec d'autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin / La reliure serrée peut
causer de 'ombre ou de la distorsion le long de la
marge intérieure.

Canadiana.org a numérisé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a
été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exemplaire
qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibliographique,
qui peuvent modifier une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent
exiger une modification dans la méthode normale de
numérisation sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

/ Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/

Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées

v Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /

Qualité inégale de I'impression

Includes supplementary materials /

Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Blank leaves added during restorations may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these

have been omitted from scanning / Il se peut que
certaines pages blanches ajoutées lors d’'une
restauration apparaissent dans le texte, mais,
lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont pas
été numérisées.

Additional comments / Continuous pagination.

Commentaires supplémentaires:



THE

CANADA LANCET,

A MONTHLY JOURNAL OF
MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SCIENCE.

Vor. V. DE(J'..\IBER, 1872. No. 4.

Original Communisations,
FIBRO-CYSTIC DISEASE OF THE RIGHT HALF OF THE
THYROID GLAND AND ITS REMOVAL.

By Epwarp M. Hopprr, M. D, F. R, C. S, ENcrAND,
3 Professor of Obstetrits, Tvinity College, Toronts, Consulting Surgeon
3 Toronto General Hospital, &x., &, Sve. .
Miss A., t, 18, a very healthy and well grown young lady, first
perccived a swelling at the side of the laryix, and neatly in a line
with the thyroid cartilage, about two years and half ago.

Tt gave her no pain, yet, it increased rapidly for the first six
months, at the end of which time it had acquired the size of a pul-
let’s egg, it now remained stationary for a time, neither appearing to
increase nor diminish, and during this period various means were used
t00p bs , the difl preparations of Iodine and Lead
being the principal.

Although it did not ap ly i in size y yet it
must have dom so towards the m;dx:m ling, as it prcsscd upon the

h dering deglutition both difficult and painful, and wpon
the laryn\ as it scnously affected the voice, making it husky, and
‘preventing her from singing.
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Anall

‘These symp she was anxious for its
removal, and consuhcd a medical man n the part of the country in
whech she resided.  Supposing it to be a sumple cyst, on the 1oth of
Apnl, 1872, an opuration was attempted, but, the surgeon in attend-
ance finding the attachments much firmer and decper seated than he
expected, and having dwided the external jugular vein at an carly
stage of ihe operation, wisely coutented himself with cutting oft’ the
upper portion of the tumour, sccuning the vesscls, and closing the
wound.

‘The pauent states that the portion removed was about the size
of a hen's egg, «ysfn, contaning a thick starch)y substance, that there
was much loss of blood dunng the operation, but none afterwards,
that the ligaiures came away in about threc weeks, and the wound
healed without suppuration.  She remancd well fur about two
months after the operation, when the tumour again began to grow,
ac(_omp.mn:d Ly sharp sunging pains, .'md her voice had never re-
gained s former tone, although d v, as the
tunrour increases, the voice bccomw more and morc husky.

This young lady’s mother was supposed to have ovanan tumour
and was sent to me for op , the daugh panying her
mother to nurse and attend her.

Failing to dctect any ovanan discase, no operation on the
mother was required, but, the daughter thought it 4 good upportumty
to get rid of a discase which greatly disfigured her, as well as pro-
ducing much pain and 1nc: in resp and degl

After a very wareful examunauon of the tumout, finding the upper
and projecting purtion very moveable, and not at fist Leing able lo
trace any deep seated attachments, I, hke the surgeon who had
operated in April, could hardly believe that it was disease of the
thyraid gland, but, upon a cluser and mure minute exammauon, and
finding that £ moved with the lacynx, and from the hustory of the
casc, I made up my mind that it was fibro-cysuc discase of the gland
|tsclf and as the disease was increasmng, and as it already pressed

juriousty upon the cesophagus and larynx, I consented to remove it.

Oct. 315t, 1872. 'This.day was fixed for the operation, and ac-
companied by my fncnds Drs. Temple and Cook, we proceeded to the
house, and after another carcful examnation and consultation with
my friends we decided upon its removal.  Everything being ready, aad
chloroform giwen and watched carefully by Dr. Cook, I commenced

i




Fibro-Cystic Discase. 161

the incision downwards and forwards in the coutse of the cicatrix, to
obviate greater deformigy, and then dircetly downwards, and by care-
ful dissection T soon exposed the upper and more projecting part of
the diseased mass T enntinued my dissection to the lower angle ot
the wound, and was ably assisted Ly Dr. Temple who retracted the
more important vessels and nerves, so as to enable me 1o get to the
pedicle or ront of the gland  Although the Lody of the gtand did
not partake of the fibro-cystic condition of the upper and more pro-
jectma portion, yet it was very considerably enlasged, projecuing
backwards and inwards, pressing strongly upon the wsophagus,
larenx, and npper part of the trachaa, and was very nemly attached
10 the tawer and posterior bordor of the thyroud cartilage, and to the
crico-thyvroid membrane  Durning the latter part uf the operation 1
was materially assisted by Dr Temple se.zing the bods ot the gland
with a pair of tonthed forc eps, and drawing it vutwands whch enabled
me to get at the root or firntest attachments.

Its removal required careful and minwte dissection, and was
effected in great measurz by the finger and handle ot the knife,
with occasional touches of the Llade.

There was 2 good deal of hamorrhage during the operation,
principally venons, but the external jugular having been diided i
the first operation, T was saved from the nisk ot Jdineding that vessel.
Two arterics, the superior and infenor thyrad, alone sequired hga.
tures, and a few twigs were taisted.

After the remaval of the gland, the carotul, przumogastns,

" esophagus, the thyroid and ricuid cartilages were distintiy scen;
the wound was left open until all oozing bad ceased, and was then
closed- by seveml paints of suture, a piece of dry hnt, with a few
strips of plaster and a bandage, completed the dres:

T wish here ta record my thanks to the two genilemen who so
ably assisted e, for short handed as we were, and a form:dabie
operation. the difficulties would have been greatly wwreased, had they
not anticipated every touch of the knife.

After the removal of the tumour it was found to be the nght
lobe of the thyroid gland entire, the upper half being about the size
of an ey, and fibrn-cystic in character, which formed the projectng
portion. the cysis ~ontaining a grayish substance sumewhat hike sago
in appearance and consistence, the ujper and larger cyst having
been torn by the forceps during its removal ; the lower half, and that
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portion which pressed upon the cesophagus and trachea, was
about four inches long, andeapy d healthy although very much
hypertrophied.

Nov. 1st. She passed & quiet might but without sleep, voice
feeble ; deglutition panful and dufficult; pulsc quict, no febrife ex-
citement, no bleeding or pain in the wound.

Nov. 2nd and 3rd, domng well.  4th, removed the dressings, the
Tint nas not even stuned, and the wound was found to be completely
united throughout,

Nov. 6th. The poinrs of suture were removed to-day, unon is
perfect, no suppuration.  The voics 15 somewhat restored, and all
pain in swatfowing has ceased,

Nov. 16th. Ligatures still firm, otherwise not a bad symptom.
Her mother retumns home to-day, and she has ashed penmission
10 accorapany her, promising to comc back the begnning of the
week.

Nov. zoth, Ligatures st firm, 1n every other respect uite
well. .

Remarks, —I am induced to publish this case because the
operation is one of rare occurrence, the majonty of surgicdl writers
not even hinting at the removal of this gland by the kmfe, the few sho
do, speak in the strongest manaer agunst surgwal nterference,
Gross says :—* If a surgeon should be so adventurous, or fuol hardy,
as to undertake the enterpnse, I shall not envy his fechings, while
engaged in the performance of 1t, of after he has completed i, should
he be so fortunate as to do this.  Every step he takes will be evironed
with difficulty, everv stroke of his knute will be followed by a turrent
of blood, and lucky wiil 1t be for him it his vicum hye iong- cnough
to cnable him to finish ins hornd butchery.” * * * *» * ¥
« Thus whether we view tms opemation 1 relation to the difficulties
which must sardy attend #ts tion, or with relerence to the
severity of the subscquent wtlammation, 1t is equaily deserving of
rebuke and condemnation.  No honest and senstble surgeon, it seems
to me, would cver eagage i it.”

In the case which I have given above the gland had taken on
rapid growth, and 1t was a great defornuty to a very fine looking girk
it was pressing nj 1y upon the phagus and traches, and 1 3
shozt time would probably have scriously imured this young jady’s
health, ¢
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Although the n:mov1l by the knife :s s0 strongly condemned by
most surgeons, I ideeed the op ble under the circum-
stances, and being urged by the patient and her mother, [ conseated
to operate, rather than postpone it until the tumour had assumed
gigantic propartions and thereby render the upetation one of greater
danger and scverity,

This operation was not one of great severity, there was no great
loss of Llood, no vessels or nerves of any importance wounded, no
great constitutional shock, it was not followed by any inflammation,
no suppuration took place, the wound umiting througnout by the
first intention It was simply a careful dissection on the lving bodys
where one false step might have been followed by serious, if not fatal
COnsCquUences.

‘Three days after I had operated I received the November num-
ber of the Canada Medical and Surgual Fournal, in which I scc that
Dr. Fenwick had, like myself, been “ foof kardy” enough to remove a
diseased thyroid gland of very Jarge size, and with the most saus®
raclory result, and upon the success of which, I most heartily con-
gratulate him,

If we always follow the doctrines laid down in bouks, we can
never advance, we €an never improve , sufgery reguwires an explonng
mind, with a bold and steady hand, desdid of rashaess, and guded
by prudence and sound knowledge to accumplish such successes as
are now daily seen, asin the operation fur the excisiun of juints
ovariotomy, and uthers which but a fuw years ago were ndiculed and

d, and considered as altogether unjustifiabl

I do not wish it to be inferred, that because Dr. Fenwick's-gase
and my own were successful that I should advise every enlargement
of the thyroid gland to be removed , on the contrary, I consuder it a
very dangerous operativn, 4nd une which vught never ts be atiempted
for the removal of the ordinary hyputrophicd condition of the gland,
commonly called ,oitrs. Nevettheluss the operation does not
deserve the ping cond n bestowed upon it by many
surgical writers, but may be undertaken wn ceztan di d condr-
tions, when from pressutc upun smportant parts, the health of the
individual is likely to be seriously afiected.

1 should strongly caution the yuunger members of the profession
living 1n remote country towns and willages, from attempting thc
operation, unless assisted by a p stafl of

P
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accustomed to operations , and this remark applics equally to other
senous and dangerous operations.  Within this year I have had sent
me from ait parts of the country cascs for ovariotomy, where no
ovanan tumours existed, and many other surgical diseascs, which, if
any operation had been attempted, would have left the unfortunate
sufferer a corpse upon the table.

o

NATURE AND TREATMENT OF VAGINISMUS.
LY DR. MACK, OF ST. L ATHARINES.

(Read befose the HMadical facloty, St Cathzrines, July 3nd, IN72.)

Tius extremely annoying disease 15 so perfectly under the con
trol of the durgeon, that it should be placed among the well
recognized tonms of complaint, for which his resources are called upon.
Etiorts have been mado of late to call in question the propriety of
Sims OF dMpvn's op s basad duubtluss upon cases of abwse

Having vperated, ia all, about ten times, T would now submit
a c.ndensed history of o ypiwl examples of the disease and its
treatment.

Mrs. G, mamied 18 nionths, menstruation regular and normal
except in bung attended with sonic dorsal and hypogastric pain.
Seauab inteicoarse evremuiy unpleasant and painful, yet tolerated,
adthough wath much repugnance , her husband womplained to Dr M.
that his married bife had been very &z indeed, from what he had ex-
pected st to be.  Laamination per vagisam proved to be sery dufi-
cu't from the great sensitiveness of the wsuum vaging |, examination
by the Specutum was aut to be actempted wathour anesthesia  The
Canuncule Mysuformes wnd semams of the hymen were florid and
large, but the scat of most ealted sensation appenred to Le at the
tourchette accompanied by spasm of the sphincter vaging  Framin
aton under Chivrofurm shewed symptoms of endo-cervicitis

The following day full insensibility having been produced,
ntroduced two fingers of my lett hand, and having divaricated them
soas to put the parts fully on the stretch, I made two incisions so
that they should represent the letter Y, the oblique part of the in-
cistons commencing about two inches up the vagina, about one inch
from the mesial hine along the postenor wall dividing th( suucous coat
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and after being conunued to within fess than one mch from the peris
neal surface, then carnied straight in the mesial tine, and dwviding the
soft parts frecly for about half aninch from the raphe perinei the
rame oblique pottion of the incision was then made upon the op.
posite side.

Pledgets of Charpie soaked in a weak solution of Persulphate of
Iron wese placed in the mcisions, and a compress secured by a T,
bandage ; the strictest quict, and rest in bed were enjoined. Cold ap-
plications of lint, wet with iced water were kept up, the bladder being
reheved cvery 8 hours by using the catheter.  After forty-cight
hours the dressings were removed, and one of Sims® glass dilators
directed to be introduced ionally, and incd for about two
hours.  Four days after the operation, the use of the dilators proving
wstremely painful, full anusthesia having been induced agam, the re-
mains of the hymen were carefully and thoroughly removed by a
small curved sussurs.  No bemorthage followed, and in about 2.4
hours the dilators could be tolemted,  Iwo weeks after the first

peration the local treaument tor the ing y cond of the
cervix uteri was  counacnced, and after about two months treatment
acomplete cure was afledted, resulung in the birth of a healthy son
in less than ten months.  This case 15 one of the milder tyye, the
next s a fair sample of the moure severe torms ot the disease

Mis M married about 3 years, mithouat essue, dectares that per-
feet connection hus tever been etteced.  Hee husband has been
morbid and unhappy, and the matimunal shance s hkely 30
terminate in great musery for all parties.  Examnation per vaginam
could not be thought of, the attempt was violently repetied by n-
voluntary struggles,  Altcr wlilawon ot Chlorotornt, examination
diselnsed the hymen partially ruprured, and theentrance ot the vagina
rigid, and small as in the vagin state, hecping up the anxsthesia the
weisions were at once made as already desenbed, and then mmmedi.
ately the remains of the hymen were carctully dissected awav.
Persulphate of Iron was applied tu the blecding surfaces, and a small
glass dilator was intruduced and mamtaned by cors aess and bandage.

In 24 hours the didatur was remivved, wet comps sses applied,
and 48 hours after the - iation a larger dilator was ntroduced for
about tw«' _ hours. Fromthis time, for about fourteen days, the dia-
ors were inserted, gradually increasing ther size at ntervals of
Sbout two hours, and retuned about two hours cach pemod, At
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speculum was then introduced, and local treatment directed toa
slight endo-cervicitis which yaelded in the space of six or seven weeks:

The lady returned to New York her residence, and in less than
one year from that time, she gave birth to a finc hmlih) infant.

The first report of any for this d s is
to be found in Dum's principles of mudwifery where in the portion
of his book assigned to de.cribing the anatomy of the pelvis, and
when treating of the pudic nerve it is stated. “The pudic nerve, after
reentering the pelvis gives off several small branches, which go to
the obturator internus, sphincter ani and extremity of the rectum
It then divides into two. The trunk as it may be calicd, runs for-
ward with the artery to the clitoris, covered as it prev eds o ng the
rami of the pubis, by the ¢crector.

The other division is dustributed to the perireum and vagina.

It appreaches the vagina neatly in a hne with its junction with the
perineum, and sub-divides and ramufies un the end of th..t passage,but
chiefly on its orifice,

This nerve 15 often preternaturally sensible, so as to cause great
pain i coion as well as at other imes. It may be exposed by
cutting through the skin and fascia, at this side of the labium and
penucun Lginming in aline with the front of the vaginal orifice and
carrying the mciston back for tho nches.  The nerve bung blerded
with cellular substance, is not casily scen in such an operation, but
it may be dnided by turning the blade of the knafe and cutting
through the vagina to its inncr coat, but not injuring that. It may
be more easly disided by cutting from the vagina.  Shiung merely
the onfice of the vagina will not do  We must carry the incision
fully half an inch up from the orifice of the vagina, and also divide
the mucows membrane freely in a Jateral direction.

In another place he tells us lhu the sensttivencss is sometinies
dependent on hule tubercles or inflamed patches at the onfice, in
which case, we may try the free applu.al.un of natrate ol sdver with  *#
or without scarification.

But 1f there be no tubercles, and esp ily 1f there be
at or within the onfice we must i one or mote places divide the
nwicous coat, as high as there 1s anything Like a band.

Dr. Neftel reports a case succesofully treated by electncity.
Dr. Mabiead alsu in his bouk  Stendite ches la bemie *reports a
success from the same mode of treaiment.

b

R
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‘Therc are other wses of panIn cortton, dictinct from vaginismus
which must be bume in mind, e. &, paisiul affections of any of the
patts adjavent to vr contamed 1t the L utva,Intiammation of Bartholne's
folltcles.

The operaion perfrumed by me depends, 1 beliese, wholly for
sticcess upon the aft.r treatment, by keepmg up diatation for all of
which we ate Lwebted to the practical wngenuity of Dr. Marion Sims.

Iwiato be clearly understood tiat I do mot advocate the
perfurmance of this operation e all cases of vaginedynia indiscrimin-
ately, butm cases where it 1s not due t# hystena curable by consti-
tuttonal measures, or to fisurcs and sores of the vulva, cruptions or
neuromata, vaguntis or metatis in any of its forms capable of treat-
ment locally or gencrally, ot totubercle of the meatus urinarius, but
zather to those cases dependant upon spasme of the sphincter vaginx
with an crcesanely wmtable condition of th~ nervous filaments.
Emmett divides the fibres of the sphincter,and the tense corded band
usually to be found at some part of the vaginat wall.

T do not think that vazinu:mus depends wholly upon spasm of
the sphincter vagine, but upon paw 1n the fasoe and muscles deriving
sensation from the branches of the pudic nesve and which must, of
necessity be dinided and kept from re-umting by the method of Suns’

Debout, Chamie and Muhon alt recommend the operation

as descnbed by Bums. P operated sube ly with a
tenotome,
Menville de Pouseen ds when the affection will not

yield to consututional and local mild remedies, cauterization of the
inferior portwon of the vagnat onfice.  Lasfranc reports a case cured
by bougie.  Ihave scen batladonna, atroptne and the glase dilators
succeed, but in our devotton to consenatve surgery, we must draw
the disinction  Letween that and no surgery, and remember that the
crucl'y lies i losng tanc and creating suffening from months of furile
efforts .t gradual vt surcdle dilatauon or weanng out the patience of
all concerned with quanties of medicaments consygned o the
stomach, local baths, poulti os or vint.unts.

Pregnancy would prove a sure remedy. but T think ut unlikely
that the inded roccedings of anmsthetising 2 woman and leav-
ing her to the marntal embrace, as reported by another practittoner
would prove very difficult to seduce 10 general practice.

In conclusion T weu'd sate dide sud vl Lacepuion ihe cases |
have met with were fonnd among that class of society 1n viuch the
ntetlectual faculties are two often exercised at the eapease or neglect
of the physical.

[ —— -~
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MEDICAL SOCIETY FOR MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT.

ST. CaTHRINES, ONT, Tuesday, April gth, 1872.

Dr. Goodman brought under the attention of the Society the
unusual severity of the local and constitutional derangement follow-
ing vaccination during the Iast few weeks, when, from the dread of 2
visitation from the epidemic, which has been so severely felt in the
large cities, 2 sudden furore for this operation presented itself. In
many instances a distressing gastric fever followed ; eruptions of a
vesicular and pustular form appeared on the extremitics and body,
and deep, sloughy, unhealthy ulcers, with fununcular spots, appeared
upon the arm, at the site and the spot vaccmated.

Dr Mack had remarked the same thing, and attributed it to
bovine vaccination, more or less immediate ; it was apparentin cases
where constitutional debility was to be looked for, the local sores also
occurred after the most careful mode of introducing the virus; he
would like to know®1f the wvaccine pustule was more bemga when
produced from lymph transferred from arm to arm.

Dr. Comfort was of the opinion that the moistened crust would
be atways found more irregular 1n its effect than the recent lymph
and he adduced an instance where the iniection proved successful
when conveyed from one arm to another, although he had failed
with a rehiable scab.  In the low fever following vaccination he had
witnessed symptoms of a desquamative prucess owearring thivughout
the mucous tisswes.

Dr. Sullivan enquired if any definite opinion had been arrived
at as to the validity of the virus, obtaned from those who had been
re-vaccinated.

Dr. Comfort preferred the infection from a child of good consti-
tution and health, fanuly history , he had found re-vaccination suc-
ceed a second and cveu a third time, and he thought, in the presence
of an epidemic, the surest plan would be to re-vaccinate umtil the
characteristic pustule failed to be produced

Dr Alexander condemned vacaination with virus taken from an
adult who had been re-vaccinated, aud related an instance of a fatal
case of the confluent form of the disease in a Medical student, who
had not been vaccinated in infancy, but had been vaccinated from an

&
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aduit who had been re-vaccinated. The Dr. went on to say that the
best results had followed in the of an cpidemic at King-
ston some years ago, from the following treatment :—covering the
face and neck with a mask, hncd with a compositon of carbolic acid,
tallow, and lampblack, and the stimulating mode of

Dr. Grote ad d tho appl of undiluted carbolic acid
to the pustules mdividually , @t was painless and prevented pittiog,

Dr. Mack reported the following case. A young lady was
Lrought to him with a farge fluctuating tumour a httle to the left of
left sacro-ihac junction, and at the upper part near the crest of the
ihum | the .ategument was very thin, and the contents appeared to
be fluid, and not much thicker than water.

The young lady’s father was told that 1t probably was spina
bifida, and that operative f would be njud He
stated that the regular medical attendant from her birth bad expressed
an opiion that 1t was not spina bifida, and his readiness to ¢ cut
it out.”

Dr. Mack told the father that the sac nught be ¢mptied by the
use of a small trocar, and a more rehiable decision could be aimed at.

‘Fhe gul was brought by her parents to a boarding house, kept
for the accommodation of mvalids, and 1n the presence of Dr, Good-
manand F. L. Mack, an explonng trocar was introduced mnto the
trmour, and about 12 ounces of clear flud, non-atbuminous, was
evacuated.  The operation was followed by a remarkable hollow in
the centre of the site of the wmour.  No further operative interfer.
enwe was deemed advisabie, the flund was reproduced to the full extent
in 24 hours, and in 48 hours it was agan evacuated.  Shight tetanic
symptoms in the extremiues were,manitested fiom the first, and an

llable restlessness. Sy evac of the cyst took
place on the thitd day, and \u) senous >)mptoms madc ther ap-
pearance- -fapid tense pulse, intense headache, o
contructions of the lower Lhmhs,—no sensonal d|>turb:mcc, On
the morning of the fifth day she expied—no post-martem.

Had not an cary spontaneous or accidental rupture of the
cyst been inevitable, he should have regrctted consenting to mter-
fere , Lut, uuder the the eapl (rocar ploy
could not have hastened much the p g catastrophe, from rup- ]
ture of the cyst.  Dr. Sullivan had scen a case of large cysted spina-
bifida i a volunteer, serving in the Umited States armay, the ultimate
1esult ke could not report.

L :
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Dr. Mack reported a case of tumour complicating pregnancy
and parturition, in which delivery was effected after cephalotomy.

Dr. Comfort brought under the notice of the Socicty three cases
of intracapsular fracture of the neck of the femur, occuring respect-
ively, at the ages of 9o, 70, and 65 ; they all recovered the powers of
locomotion very well.  In the discussion which ensued, it was main-
tained that only in the cvent of an crror having becn committed as
1o the wature of the fracture, could there be any purpose served by
the employment of splints in such cases.

Dr. T, Mack reported the following casc—An unmarricd lady,
aged about 32, consulted him under the following circumstances.
Had suffered for 3 or 4 years from sacral pain to an extent to hinder
her from taking any exercisc.  Menorrhagia to a most exhausting
degree gradually supervening within the last two years, hysteriform
neuropathix: occurring from time to time.  Vaginal and uterine ex-
ploration d d ion, abund opaline discharg
from os uteri, and an admeasurement upon the sound of
about 234 inches.  Sea-tangle tents were introduced until sufficieat
dilatation had been efiected, when a globularnelastic body could be
plainly felt, having its lower attachment to the uterine wall postentorly,
a little more than onc inch above the os externum ; the pedicle was |
evidently very broad, in fact as broad as 1t could be, and still receive
the name of a pedicle at all. A sponge tent was left m to maintain
dilatation, the vagina slightly packed with moistened cotton, and,
upon the following day, assisted by Drs. Goodman and F. L. Mack,
he proceeded to the removal of the mass, an operation which proved
by no means simple or casy. Every cffort to enclose it 1n the chain
of the, ecraseur, with thic aid of Suns  adjusting branches, proving
futile. He resorted to the wire instrument of Braxton Hicks
After much tedious manipulation the wire cord was tightened, close
to the utenne wall, and Ly slowly turning the screw, the polypus was
cut through and Lrought away , the, remioval proved to Le complete.
Upon examination, the growth proved 10 be a sub-mucous tumout,
or fibrous polypus, so called. No hemorrhage ensued, and a good
and speedy recovery crowned his cfforts.  The tumour proved to
be about the size of a hen’s eag.

Dr..Sullvan alluded to a case of purpura following an attack of
erysipelas , he stated 1n connection therewath, that he had witnessed
excellent effects-1n camp Scurvy from the hberal use of scraped raw




Barley Itch. 171

potatoes and vinegar among the prisoners of war, in the kte civit
war in the United States.

Dr. Mack had given in dyscrasia of a malarious origin lime
Juice and quinine with marked bencfit

Wednesday, July 3rd, 1872,

Dr. Mack desired to lay before the Socicty a preparation of
mercury, obtaned by actung upon the precipitate by albumen, from
asolution of bi-chtonde of mercury, with a solution of pepsin ; the re-
action with sulphurctted hydrogen, plamnly showed the presence of
the mcercurial compound.

Dr. Mack had prescribed it with benefit in a few cases, bwt
could not say any more than to invite the attention of the gentlemen
present to the muxture, and to request a trial for it.

Dr. Sullivan reported a casc of cerebro-spmal ingtis suc-
cessfully treated by calomel and quinine.

Dr. Goodman alluded to a casc now under treatment in the
General and Manne Hospital, apparently of typhoid fever, with a

tram of pecuhar symp ferable to p dical cong of the
spinat g Inhal of chl had in a very marked
manner ded in relieving the Igia and sp dic affec-
tion, dant upon the exacert This occurred after the

total failure of narcotic and other measures to allay pain and pro-
cure sleep.

“ BARLEY ITCH.”

\ young farmer in the Tuwnship of Kingsion consulted me
abont a curious affection, to which he gave the name Barley

Itk Ever since he can ber it has been impossible for him
to engage n harvesting or threshing barley without being covered
with & very anavying erup Leng more yig when

atwork, of wees in bed. He feels more or less of 1t even after
passing 1 field of ripening barley  Every Aatuma he loses flush
wonderfully, this itch for about six weeks keeping him awake 4 good
partof the night. The cruption scems to be more of the character
of acne than anything ebse, but widl yield, mpoint of watabibity, to
nothing that he has uscd and the remedies taed have been atmost
wumberless T have seen him but vnce—aboud ten days ago—but
s the affection was new to me I thought I would ask your readurs
if they could give me any information on the subject. oD

M. D.

Kixestoy, Nov. 13th, 1872,

|
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CORRESPONDENCE.
To the Editor of the Cauada Lancet

Dear Sig, -1 have long delayed laying before your pro-
fessional readers my views in reference tu the position vur Budy (the
Edectic) occupies in the College of Physicans and Surgeons of
Ontario. It is true we have a right tu clect five members as repre-
sentatives in the Medical Council, apart from this there s httle else
for us to do, as mll be seen by n.&ram.cs heranafter made, except
to act in concert with the gencral moveraents of the Council, over
which-—were our representatives su disposed - we could excruse no
control, from the fact that we are outnumbered.  No cause has yet
ansen in the workings of the Coundi to justify any uppusition tu its
general movenients by our representativcs, fur bt said tu the hunot
of its members, our Rody has been more than fanly dealt with, as
we have been allowed from year to year to clect two members upon
the Central Examining Board eachi ycar, but unfortunately for us to
no purpose, as ot a single studeut for the last three years, or during
the existence of the present Ontario Medical Act, has manifested a
desire to be examined in our (once) spedialty, or dusired to be
registered by any other title than Mem College of Thysicians and
Surgeons, Ontano, all muking chowce of onc name, heuce, all enjoy-
ing une professional fuith.  There is nothing incunsistent in this, as
the features ut codes ol professivnal futh sv peculiar in former days,
dividing up the professiun inte three distnct Budies, have most
wisely passed away.  Trior tu 1869, the profession in Ontanu con
sisted of three Duodies, cach holding scparate legal mghts, the
Allopathic Dody, thc Humoeopathic Budy, and the Edecuc Dody,
cach body in former days adhening closely to uts pathy, thus
Allopathy, denved from two Greek words, ados and pathos, “morbid
the ph lugy meaning «wralt conirarsorum  per
contrarsa, therap ally g the tustitution of ' a acw moibid
conditiun to remwve the unc that the paucnt might Le suffening from.”
Homuopathy, the direct upponent to the last named theory, 15 de
nved from the Greek omvimpathaa, vmotws, like and patiios, affection, in
common parlance, simiisa simaibus curantur, thus meaiung that the
remedial agency used must be such s will produce a like affection
i a healthy constitutiun, as the patcnt to be treated seemed to be
Jabouring under. This doctnne, which is indecd very fanciful and
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fraught with many excellent peculiaritics, was hnown to our fore-
fathers as well as to the profession of recent times, Gregory in his
writings makes use of the following remarks : “ Mos medreance est
ut aliquands similia similidus, aliguando contraria contrarus cuwret.
Nam sepe «alide calidss, frivsda frigudss, swpe autem frigida calidss,
calida friqudis sanare consuevst.”

The last, but nut least, of these Bodies in Untano holding
sepam(c legal licensing powers priot to July 1369, 15 the Eclectic,
which is not withuut its professional mot(o, being denved from the

Greek, cklektilos, & and icgo g g or sel g, &¢. Owr
emblem being aarm dum est thus choosing
or sclecting the “best therupeutics from all sources,” which con-
sidered in the hight of pathological ch y, should be regarded as

the sine gua non in the treaunent of discase.  But, since the first
sitting of the Medical Council 1 July 13569, the representatives in
the Council from the then Allopathic ranks, have with great pro-
priety dropped tiat crm and assumed a broader ph logy ; viz.,
“The General I'rofesuion,” embracing thereby alt the generl thera-
peutic views known to the Medical world ; thus setung aside the
creeds and dogmas, which unce 50 strenuously kept the sects apart,
and endeavounng to estabhsh a system or rule of guidance for the
profession, based upon reasvn and saence, and which wust
inevitably be the desire of every scienuine practitioner.  As the pro-
fesston now-stands 10 Ontano, there is no diterence existing between
the Eclectics and the members of the * General Profession,” with
which we have been most Lourtevusly invated, and strenuously urged to
urite, and that body of the profussion has met us morc than halt
way, having dropped uts formier sume and assumed one unexception-
ally ours in faith, to wit, the * general protession.” in our unton
with the general professivn we sull secure equal nghts and privileges
and I can therefure sec no cause fur delay.  Lhis subjéct was care-
fully weighed by myself and Dr. Muir at the last meeting of the
Council, when upon due deiberatsun, we thought 1t best to accept
the terms offered by the members of the general profession, and an-
nounced in open counul our willingness so to do. Swnce then I
have reccived Lummunicatwns frum the fullowing genticmen of our
body, who readily and heartily cuncur 1a the course taken by myseit
and Dr Muir and all are desiruus of merging 1n the “Gencrat Profes.
sion.” Theit names ate as follows : Dr. J. Sinclr, Delta ; Dr. B.

| -
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T. McGhue, Eigin, Dr. A, Howard, Delta; Dr. Gray, Seeley’s Bay ;
Dr. Clark, Portland ; Dr. Howey, Kemptville 5 Dr. Edwards, Addi.
son; Dr. Chamberlan, Farmersvilie, r. W. Kilbom, Bishpop's Mills,
Dr. A. H. Kitbom, Russell , Dr. J. Memick, Merrickville ; Dr.
Rose, Bond Head , Dr. Lander, Frankville , Dr. Gould, Neweastle ;
Dr. Mott, Wyoming, Dr. Bell, New Edinburgh , Dr. R.
Kenncy, Farmensville , Dr. H. Bates, West Branch, Cedar Co., 111,
the fast two dechine to register unless fusion takes place, on being
notified of which they will at once Register.

‘These medical gentlemen {and there are many more in our
ranks) imbued witha large progressive spirit, readily conccive, under
existing , the ad ges our Body would gain by
mergihg in the * general profession ” over our present pasition. In
dropping the term ** Eciectic,” we are not coerced to adopt an
old antagonistic one, which n former days was so diametrically
opposed to our present of former views, but we merge in that august
Body, * The General Profession,” with perfect liberality on one side
and immortat truth, untrammeled, on the other.  If this is nop
mecting us more than halfway, then I am disposed to say I am im-
bued with a spint of unfarness and must confess that I hove been
impulsed to act by improper motives.  But when T cast my eye upon
the names of those 1 who have icated with e,
saying, * hold out,” * press the subject of fusion,” “ stopnot short of
obtaiming 1t,” I should consider, were 1 to let this golden moment
pass mithout expressing my views upon this all important subject
that I was betraying my trust and no mure worthy to act in the
capaaty of a representauve in the Council It gives me no chagrin
to accept the term, member of the “ General Profession.”  What in
the name of common sense can a man ask for more liberal than this ?
And yet 1t 1s supreme ! no prefixed adjective to lessen its value or
narrow 1ts proper amport. I say in a word it is supreme! The
Counait has fixed or established the fact that on the event of our
merging, the profession shall only be called the gencral profession,
and each registered member shall be a member of the Col. Phys. &
Surg., Ont. It does not preclude any regi d member thereaft
from styling humself whatever he pleases.  He may say, I belong to
the Allopathic Scheol, the Homeeopathic School, or the Eclectic
School, or he may be more concise and style himself as * regular,”
“jrregular,” or defective, be this as he pleases. I am disposed to
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leave the matter of choice to the member himselt and allow the
public to discert hus merits, which ! am ichined to think would
place him in the lest category.  The Legulature, no doubt, intended
that ti ¢ Ontario Medical Act of 1869, should be the means ot
raising the stundard of medical educauon, and elevating the status
of the profession to a more respectable posttion.  Our Body ere
then perfectly willing and also desicous of seeing the standard of
eduration raised, and thus consented o the action of the Legislawre.
The Council established by the Colluge of Physicans and Surgeons
of Ontarin, has dealt in more than a spint of fastness, as each year vt
has placed two of our members upon the examming Board.  The
result after three years tnal has proved to no pwpose; no <tn-
dents have applicd for an caumination  separate trow that kud
down by the “ Guncral Profussion,” and yet the Council has cheer
fully paid those eclectic members cach year for hierally doms:
uathing  These expenises have 1o be borne by the student ata verv
considerable outlay  The parainvunt question now anses, how long
wilt the Council suffer this to conunue ? tor the students are beconuny
aroused to a sense of the injustice of (he present amangement.
Again, should our Budy desire 10 hoid out and sull retam ats
dwindling exictence and wish the Counail to appomt cach year two
eclectic members upon the Examiing Beard, 1t will unquestionably
be the duty of the Counail to institute measures to tax us with an
annual assessment of from fine to ten dollars o defray such e
penses.  So far our Body has no cause of complaint of the manner
in which we have been treated by the Counail. A Donunton Medr-
cal Act has been proposed, but i1t has been strenuously opposed by
the Council  This, if allowed to pass, would 1n the language of my
trammed and esteemed fmend Dr. Campbell, *snuff us out of exis-
1ence.” 1In conclusion I now ask, Mr. Edtor, every registered
practitioner belonging to us {for with none other can we deai)in the
Province of Ontario, to write me at once and let me know cach his
own views in reference to merging sn the General Profession, for
withaut unity there can be no proper action taken. I have the
honcur to be,
Yours most respectfully.

S. 8. Cornen, M. D.M. M. C.
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{70 the Editor of the Canada Lanect.)

SIR,—

In the November number of the Zanes, I saw a lettet in reference
10 a card of mine over >1gm(urc of "anluh Practironer.” T was not
aware that it y ing medical ethies, at the
tme 1 published 1t Homvcr, n‘ it did, I am sorry fur it I very
much regret 1t, at least that it should be found sv oftensive asto lead
any medical gentleman to review 1t 1n an article so replete with
bitter invectice. Tt to be suspected that “English Paactitioner”
writes not forthe benefit of the profession, but as if he had somd per,
sonal motive inattacking me, I am as much opposed to quackery
in allits forms, as he is ; the truth of which my medical friends in
Beileville canattest. But, as ¢ English Practitioner” has assumed the
censorship of the Profession in tespect of Medical ethics, withall due
deference to his supenor knowledge and attainments, I send you his
card, as publshed zedatiman three of our town papers, and leave
the Professsion- to judge which contains the greatest amount of

, quackery, his card or mine.

Dx. Crapuay,
(Of the Fim of Dorland & Clapham),

Mcember of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Ontario.
Licentiate of the R0)1l (,ollcgc of Phyucmns and Surgeons, Kiog-

ston, Canada. Member of the Pharm al Socicty’s
(.ollc"e (by cxammahon), London, I‘ngl:md Formerly Student in
the Ex 1. (und(,r Str James Y. Simpson
and Professor Symme, P heur, and Sur-

geons o Hcr \Iajest) the Quccn)

Eleve de P Eeole de Medicin, Paris, France. Student aus der Uni-
2ersitact, Berlnt, Germany.  Assstant Medieal Officer for some time
in the Hospial for Women and Chudren, Yorkshire, Fngland.  Stafi
Surgeon imn the U. S, Amy dunng,the late War.  Four years Pro-
fessor of Anatomy, &c., Iowa Universiy, U S Corresponding Sec
1etary, Microscopic Socmy of Amer=a. Professor of Physiology,
Hygene, and Anatomy, Albert University, Belleville.

PHYSILIAN AND OPERALIZE SURGEON.

Residence—Pinnacle Street ; lately occupied by Dr. Yeomans,
near the Dafoc House. Office on Front Street as befure  with Dr.
Dorland.

“Englsh Practitioner’  paraded hus card before the public con
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taining his numerous degrees and honorary titles ; not satisfied wath
that, he must needs tell the public where he was a student, and as-
sociate his name with fa: great Simpson and Syme of Edmburgh.
‘The English linguag: 1 not suffiaent for his purpose , he bungs to
his aid a little French and .bout asmuch German, and afl thiswe are to
suppose is not done for effect.  Oh, no . However, we shall Jeave
the Profession to judge which of us has used the mory extraordinary
means 0 procure Lusiness of to court notonety.
Yours most respectfully,
Ropert TrACEY.
Belleville, Nov. 12th, 1872,

—— e

Trovswvps oF Years Frov To-Dav.—Oas faceuons brother,
Oliver Wendell Holmss, summons up a man of the year 13072, and
asks a number of questions, here are 4 fuw of them:

“Has any scrious accidert happencd to the planet in the last
thousand yeass 27

“ What is the present form of religious belief 27

“What fuel is in use since coal gase out?” &c., ¢,

He suggests the asking of a great many other questions,
amongst them, it would be catertaunng, it not profitable to enquire :

* How many articles of the Matcnia Medica of 1872 reman be-
sides quinine, opium, mercury, tpecac, chi 1odide of
and won?”

“When were the essential causes of malanal and zymotic dis-
cases discovered ?”

*“What diseascs, besides those of the zymotic class are now

dered ially seli-limited 27

* When did the profussion make it penal to resort to the use of
the speculum uteri on insufficient cause, and whea was poking utenne
sounds and sponge teats nto the uterus on all occasions forbidden
by statste?”

“ How long did the homaopathic humbug last, and what hum-
bug succeeded it 2"

*“What placebos succeeded arsenic, witch-hazel, and carbolic
acid, in the treatment of wounds and bruises?”

*“When was the procreation of the race regulated by law 2 *

“ Has the Jancet been parmanently cast aside ?”— Clinic,

|
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Selected vticles,
’ER OF VACCINATION

PROTECTIVE POWE

The following facts and figures were laid before the Brtsh
Mudical As-ociation at its late mecting, by the Rev. Samucl Haugh-
ton, M.D,, D.CL. - —

“When £ come to Fangland, T am astonishud to find intethygent
p<tsuns in numbers who, for some reason, come forward publicty to
oppost the process of vaccination  Some of thuse people eapress o
strong doubt—an honest doubt—~ whether the mortahity from small-
{08 o teally as fearful as the doctors <ay Vo get a proper bass ot
walcalations 2y to the mortality from smallpox among unvacanated
persons, we must go back to the recards of past generations n s
and other countries, and we find this astonishing result, that (rom
00 to 70 10 every 100 persons atracked by smallpox must die if not
sacanated.  Some people have the idea that this is a bugaboo ot
tae doctors, and that they necrd not necessarily die if not vacanated.
Ot course 1 15 unpossible now to get the eapericnce of an immense
aumber of persons whu have net heen vaccinated, to gne them the
~mzli-poy, aud sve how many would die  This experiment could not
be easily carried out.  “Therefore I adopted another method. I took
wt for granted that the writers and records of the closc of the last cen-
tury were correct,  The average which they gave was that 66 pur
cent. of every cJass—men, women, and children—must die if they
had got the smallpox and were not vaccinated ; whereas, of those
who were attacked after being well vaccinated, the number of deaths
was only 6.6 per cent.  This reduction of the mortality from 66 to
between 6 and 7 per cent. rcprcﬁems what vaccination has done.
The value of v i blished beyond the possi-
ity of a doubt, and I lth that this is a subject on which the
wedieal profession should speak out,  Should not Birmingham, with
her literary men and newspapers, lead the public on this great qucs
ton? I wrote to my friend Dr Hayden, of the Mater Misencordi
Hospital i Dublin, to send me the total number of smallpox cases
treated there, and of the deaths , and T undertook, from these figures,
to calculate the number of those who were vaccinated and those who
were not.  This forms a very simple problem in mathematics, of
which I will not trouble you with more than the result attained.

]
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Trom the figures sent me I caleulated, though I had never scena
patient, that 120 of the cases treated at the hospital had not been
vaccinated. I wrote to tell Dr. Hayden this, and he wrote back to
«ay that the number recorded as known to be unsacainated was 119,
since I bave come to Birmingham, Mr. Woodley has kindly placed
at my disposal all the infurmation he possessed, and I hereby bey tu
tendes him iy warmest thanks for his courtesy.  Although Binmng-
ham has suffercd what 1 cannot Lut regard as a most contemptible
epidemic, the tacts are strikingly dlustrative of what, to my nund, 15
the truth of the panciple which T am placing bafore you.  Swnce the
18th November, 1871, there have Leen 1911 cases of smalipoy, ot
whi-h 262 have died. I leave out the cases remainsny under treat-
mene I caleulated from thos. figures that 230 petsons tn Bunming-
ham who had been attacked with the disease had never been vacer
nated I found i Mr. Woulley's returns that the certamnly non-vac
mated were 209, while doubtful cases numbered 44.  Well, it was
fair in such a wase to split the dilfurence and call it 22, and, a~ that
suited wy theory sery well, I adopted at, and when I added them
1o the 209 it made 231, whick was only one above my cleuluon
Itis the trick of a conjuics, walking into the town, asking the
numbir of smallpu< wases and deiths, never having seen the patentss
and yet tetling the peuple of the town how many were vacamated
and hov. many were not D Trench tells me that 1616 cases were
trated in the Livapoul hospuat, the deaths were 375, trom that 1
+aleulated that the non-vacdinatud cases numbered 451, The aum-
ber actually recorded as no vacunated was 432, bang 19 kess, but
[ am porfectly certan that to thuse should be added several of those
properly set down i the repurts «> doubtful. Thes opens up & pro
blem highly intcresting 10 the poofussion of medicine. A> the mathe:
matician in his Jdoset cun digect the astronomer in what, patt ot the
huavens and when to lovk for cuitain plancts, so the progress ot
scienne and mediaine can tell with certainty when and where cortun
districts will be attacked with epudemies.  The records of the teartui
epidemics and plagues of the muddle ages hase penshed , the joor
have perished with no man tu regard them.  Even th. anungs ol
Defoe may be searched in vain for any statstics of the great plague
which would satisfy the dunands of modern medical sucnce. But,
by examining into the records of vur vwn times, we shall be able to
read buck the history of the cprdemics of the past, the number and
percentages of the mortality of thuse who suffered, who lie forgonen
in their graves, and whose history no one has tecorded."—Brt. Med.
Fouwr., Aug. 17, 1872.
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ADDRESS ON MIDWIFERY.

DY DR. LVURY KENNEDY, LATE MASTLR OF THE DUBLIN LYING-IX
HOSPITAL.

Dr. Kennedy delivered the Address at the Opening of the
Scetion on Mudwifery, in which he related the following cases -

Case L Bxaston of part of neck of Uterns.—Dr. Kitson,
of——, brought a patieat from the < untry, suffering from ulceration
of the os uten. The neck was enlarged considerably, and clon-
gated, the ule, which impressed us both as presenting all the char-
acters of mab; nancy, occupied about cne third of the nech. It had
taken a rapid conrse, bled at intervals tecly, and upon the lightest
touch, and was Jed with pam, steeplessness, and marked con-
stitutional disturbance. It was, however, circumsenbed and limited
to the part ulceratea ; the remamnder of the neck and os being
healthy to tie app ¢ and touch, although larger than natuml
The ladyv had herae children. The part of the nech engaged ex-
tended trom the postenor atony the kft side of the os, and the
diseased structure appeared to occupy the eatire substance of the
wali, Under these arcunistances the case promised Litle or nothing
from the applcation of the ordmary caustics, and the choice appear
ed to lie between tee free application of potassa fusy and escision.
The latter was deterauned on, first, because of the hmited extent
of the part engazed , secondly, because of the apparent mal.gnancy ,
thirdly, from the dificulty of destroyirng Ly the potasea the whole
discased structure, nithout exteadiey tis action to the adjuting vital
parts. On the other hand, the discased strtcture came well within
our view ; thy neck was long, affording facihties for the vse of the
knife. The pat.ent was placed on her back.  The vagmal wall and
and labia were distended by my four brass tractors, finmly held by
Dr. Hans Imvine, and Dr. Katson.  An ebony spatula, mune inches
tong, and half an inch broud, was ntreduced and placed within the
o0s. This T held firmly in sy left hand, wlulst I antroduced the
sealpad which I now exhibit, which, you perceive has a handte seven
wches Jong, while the blade is scimitar shaped. Cutting from without
inwards towards the reststing spatala, commenung neas the point of
junctioa with the neck and body of the uterus, above the central
part of the diseased structare, by tvo disancating incsons A, 3
tnanguly scction was removed. 1 was prepared 3o deuw the uterus
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down with the doable tenaculum ; but this was unnecosary, from
the perfect manner in which my assistants used their tractors.  This
allowed me the assistance and security of the spatla to cut upon .
Tt has occurred to me that, in a case where excision is preferred, and
where the facilities I deseribed do not exist, the spatula might be
armed on the reverse side with two hooks, when it would perform
the double office of utenne tractor and spatuly, a5 necesswry.  The
vagina was simply plugged with Ruepini's stypie.  There was
scarcely any hemorthage.  The patient recovered speedily and per-
fectly, and in about two year  rcrwards conccived and carried a
living child to the tull peric .. Her labowm was casy and natutal i
and I had an opportumity of examining her at an interval of severat
years afterwards, when she was quite wel . and the utenus, with the
cxception of the loss of a portion of the neck, was perfectly
sound.

Casy I Lorton of Placenta throwon of durimy Pregnangy. —
Alady, in the seventh month of her pregnancy, was scized with
hemorthage, ascribed 10 over-viertion,  There were no Jabor pains.
On examnation, a portion of the placenta was found protruding
through the os uteri.  The hemorrhaze continued for several da,s,
but not 10 sertous extent, and still there was no labor At length,
factid grumous discharges mived with a httle blood, occurred, at-
tended with sense of downward pressuse  The portion of placenta
descended lower in the vagi s connection with the interior of
the o5 Scpanl:.d and T removed it with very little asistance.  As
noi of 1 g 1 from this, 1 thought it was “un
ncccc.\‘s:ury to plug the uginn The hemorrhage and  discharge
ceased, and the patient went on without any inconvenience, except
the precastion of keeping the horizental position for sin weeks
Tonger, when she was delivered of a living boy apparently at or near
the full tme. ‘The cdge of the placents that remained could not be
felt near the os, and the portion that came away consisted of the
vascular structure witout the reflected membranes  There was no
discharge of liquor amnii until the labor set in.

T have alrcady had the konor of calling your attention to some of
the more rapidly destructive of puerperal diseascs in a paper read
for me, in my absence, by your seerctary, at your Dublin meeting,
under the head of purpuric pucrperal fever It 1s now my intention
to allude briefly to other forms of blood-poisoning, but more
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especially to puerperal arthritis and puerperal gangrene, premising

that, when this disease shows itsclf, it is usually most rapid and un-
" sparing in its onslaught, and no tissue in the body escapes its
Travages.

Cast V. Puerperal Arthritis—Lrosion of Cartilages of Elton,
Hip and Ankle Fomts—Kenny, threc weeks dglivered after a diff
cult and protracted labor, was awakened from sleep in the night by
an acute pamn the left groin. In the morning, she observed a
swething 1n the middie of the thigh, which at the end of two days
had completely engaged the eaure hmb.  The pain became less
Jcute as the swelling increased, but never entirely subsided.  Some
days subsequently to the swelling of the thigh, she was seized with
violent pam in the elbow, but did not perceive any swellng  Alt
these symptoms progressively increased, notwithstanding frequent
iceching, stuping, poutucing, oprates, and mercury. She was ad
mitted nto the hospital on january 28th, 1829 ; and on the 3oth,
there was an obscure sense of fluctuation over the cuter third of the
iigh.  An masion was made into it, but no pus followed On
february 3d, sne had a scvere sigor, and on the gth she died
comatose. A\ post mortem examination was made twelve hours after

wards. .
“The cellular tissue throughout the entire thigh was filed with
selatinous lymph.  An extensive abscess extended from nearly one

extremnty of the thigh to the other, between the periosteum and
muscles.  ‘The muscles were pale and flabby, and appearcd much
softer than natural  About onc inch of the upper part of the
femoral vem contained pus , its inner ussue was vascalar, but did
not appear to have lymph upon its surface  The synovial mem-
braes of the hip, haee, and anilejonts, were filled with pur
torm matter  The caruluze covering the bones of the hip, appeared
healthy , winlst that covening those of the knce and ankle was in
part removed by absorption, particularly in the ankle, where seacely
atrace of cartilage could Le detected.  The uterus was vascular,
nd amdhined towards the ieft side.  The cartilage was ranoved alto-
sether from the extremues of the bones forming the right elbow-
ot The viscera appeared healthy —Bratsh Med. Fowrnal.

L
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THE DUTIES OF THE PROFESSION.

INTRODUCTORY LECTURE BY IROF. LEISHMAN, MED. DEPT.
UNIVERSITTY OF GLASGOW.

We give below some extracts from the opening lecture delivered
hy Prof Ieishman, University of Glasgow, which will be rcad with
interest and appreciation by many of our confreres .—

The dutics of the medical professton are, as it 1s proper you
should know even thus cartly, very onerous and often irksome.
have sometimes wondered, in these days of strikes, what would be
the resultf we were alt to stand out for an eight-hours movement,
knecking off work at five, spending the evening with our familtes,
and cnjoying unbroken rest during the hours of the mght.  Suppose
we formed oursclves uto 4 professor’s umon, and catled out, let us
suppose, the doctors of Glasyow by way of an expenment.  Ihe
pubhc mwhl manage to get along for a Linited penod without law-
vers—I would almost venture to assume tiey could manage to exst,
tor 2 week at least, without clergymen-—(laughter)—Dbut so soon as
4 person becomes ill, or fanuies he 1s1ll, nothing on earth will pre-
vent him from sending for a doctor, without the shghtest reterence
to the hour of the day or night.  So thai, from the 1st of January
10 the 315t of December, you must be content to remain at the cali
of the public, without one moment of intertasion upon which you
«2n depend—unless you do what every man ought to do, run anay
periodically fiom yous work fur a hittle relaxation. 1 see no wdication
m the future of a medical millennuum. Nor do | believe that any
of the new systems of politial cconomy will benefit us m tine
~hghtest degree, as you must lay your accoun. with an ardous e
bus there is one, and only one, way m which that hfe mav be 2 per-
tfectly happy and contented one, awd that 1s what I have adready
alluded to- -the love of work as work , and that, I would have you
remember, §s 2 taste which if not d;vdvpui no\\ 1 not h\dv to lu
alter you have begun to practice.

You do not requre 1o be told that i the pncucc of mgdu.u\-.- and
surgery you cannot all attun an cqual measuce of success  And
this w- ald no doubt be the case were the whole matter lete to what
we call ghance, o1 to the pnncpal of natural selection.  There ate
certain qualities, mdeed, wlich may be sad to command success
but we do not always find that 1t 1s the best students of tie. most
able men take the highest position, although thar chance 15 certunly
the best.  Many of you, therefore, must be prepared to see men
whom you -know to be your inferiors taking precedence of you, and
vasting you in the race of life. This, which shoutd . no way dis-
veurage you, may be the result of social connection or personat m-

|
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fluence. Or it may even be, in some instances, the result of what
it s difficult to define—some ik of manner, by which your friend
is able to suck his cane or wips hus spectacles with an air which s
supposed to indiate profound wisdom, and thus impose upon a oo
credulous public.  duch things will always happen, and such may be
onc of the annoyances and disappuiniments which you must en-
counter before you attain success.  But what, you may ask, consti-
tutes professional success?  From a_pecuniary point of view, the
highest success in cur profession (with a very few exceptions) in-
volves nothing more than & modest competency, but this a man of
simple tastes and unblemushed character may count upon, if only he
15 conscientious m hts work. I have placed the case thus, in the
first place, 1n 1ls pecumary aspect, not because it 1s the most impor-
tant any more than 1t 15 the most attractive, but because 1 hold
that a cerlun pecuniary posiion &> cssential to success.  Although
its incentwve 1s doubtless a powerlul onc, one can swarcely expect
sustaned mental cffort under the harrassing presence of  prolonged
continuance of the sres amguite doms, but, on the other hand, the
man who looks to morc sordid gamn s the great object of hfe in a
professton such as vurs, 15 nOt €nviLu 10 his success nor pitied in his
fallure.  If you wish, therefore, cutu Ly to analyse professtonal suc-
cess, you should look at it in the hght of the motives which have
swayed, and the means which, to this end, have been adopted.
Notoniety and real professional eminence are two very difierent
things, but each equally miy command the vulgar clement of suc-
cess.  If you will be sausfied with mere nutonety, you may possibly
reach 1t by the cxercises ot petty expedients of various kinds, sen-
sational writiag, ilustrated by apocryphal cases, busying yourself in
public affairs, in the management of chantable and religious associa-
tions (occupations which, of course are only disreputable when em-
ployed as means to such an ¢nd). By such wily arty you may no
doubt succeed , but what sort of succesy 15 1t when reached 2 Have
you that surest test of real eminence—the confidence uf your pro-
fesstonal brethren?  Have you the approbation of your own con-
sciences?  Must you not in your heart of hearts recognize in your-
setf a muserable imposter—a penpatetic sham?  Some of you may
m this respect beconse callous in after years, but I am sure that now,
while you still cling to the ingenuousness and honest aspirations of
youth, such a course can have no charm for you, but iust, on the
contrary, excite feelings of disgust in your minds, No, gentlemen,
above all things be honest, and abjure shams. I would conclude
these observations, gentlemen, with the advice with which I begen,
that you should practice your profession as you should conduct your
studies with a vicw to the happiness of your lives. And a very hule
thought will suffice to show you that thus will best be done by culti-
vating a taste for what I have called honest, earnest work.  If you
do this, your vocation will be a source of entire pleasure to you, in
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),
stead of a daily toil , your minds will cxpand under the influenre of
extended knowledge ; and your lot will be one, if not of brilliant
success, at least of calm contentment.  And, as time rolls on, and
the advance of years Lrings you to the evemng of hife, you wilt be
able to look back upun a carcer of conscientious duty, with a feehng
of pride in the consuoustess that you had fauly expended in th
pursuit of your calling such talents as God had gwven you.

..

Hypoperyic INjre1ioNs oF QuiNta.— The salts of quinia,
end especially the hydro.chlorate, says Dr Otto, are not sufficiently
soluble to be commonly employed in subcutancous injections, and
the surgeon can neith2r be sure of the duse requured, nor of the rapt-
dity of their action ‘He recommends the use of pure quma dis-
solved in ether, this solution s much less wntating than cither the
acid or alcoholic solutions. Quima dissolves m ether in sufficient
quntity to produce a prompt action, and to permit a considesable
dose to be injected  The quinia should Le dissolved m the ether,
which should then Le filtered and allowed to ¢vaporate to some ex-
tant, 0 that a more concentrated solution may be obtained  The
solytion he uses contains, i about half 2 drachm, five grains of sul-
phate of quinia. Dr Otto has never observed any local inflamma
ton caused by the injection uf this solutiun, and he has myected as
much as five grains of the quima at one tme without finding any
other inconvenicncees than those which ordwnarily accompany large
doses of quinia, such as buszmg in the cars The ipjection of ths
quantity rapidly prodeces a depression of the temperture of the
body amounting to 1* € Hjpodernu injections or quinia are parti-
alarly suitable to cases of puerperal fever, and those of purulent in-
fection , but they may also be employed with advantage m cases of
termuttent fever —Pradtitioner, Sept 1872, from Le Mowiement
Medreal, June, 1872,

Y GO

DipHTHERITIC ALBUMINURIA,—R. Browning, LR C P L, in the
Brtish Medical Fournal says . From what ¥ have lately witnessed
while watching two local epdemics of diphtherii, 1 am diposed to
- wauder that atbunrnuria is preseatn nearly all cases. That 1s ap-
* Pearance is usually about the ond of the urst week after the diphthens

-~
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tie membrane is developed, though sometim<s earlier more rarely
later. Coexistently with its appearance, there is a notable diminu-
tion of the quantity of urine, and an increased excretion of urea;
whilst lithates generally, tube casts, both granular and waxy frequ-
ently, blood corpuscles not seldom, and pus globules occasionally
are found on examination of what is secreted. The urinary specific
gravity mostly averages 1016, and the temperature of the tody is, as
a rule, 100.4 to 1oz degrees.

The gravity of the prognosis increases in an equal ratio with the
quantity of albumen existing in the urine, independent of the amount
of throat affection or kidney disorganization, and an early or late
discovery of albumen is of serious import. The local mischief at-
tacking the pharnyx, larnyx or other structures, and paralysis some-
times occurring are entirely the result and symptomatic of a morbid
poison affecting the general system, just as the sore throat of syph
ilis is the sequence of a blood disease previously contracted. ~Albu-
minuria in any quanftity, is due to obstruction of circulation through
the kidneys, cause¢ by congestion of the maloighian tufts, this con-
gestion being produced by paralysis of the nerves supplied to them;
but a mere trace only of albumen arises either from pus or else blood
which has casually entered the volume of urine. The indication of
treatment is to remove this obstruction by overcoming the paralysis,
and this is best accomplished by local faradization.  Seven cases ate
reported in detail, two of which terminated fatally. In these two, no
farazidation was employed. The other five, which were all of a
very serious nature, recovered after faradization had been resorted fo.
All were marked by unmistakable cvidence of b'ood poisoning and
Jbuminuria, with more or less suppression of urine. The treatment
of all was conducted on the same principles, plus or minus the in-
duction coil ; the object aimed at being at first, during the premon-
itory symptoms, to regulate the secretions, and then to support the
strength of the system in every possible way. My sheet anchor was

 the tincture of perchloride of iron, sometimes combined with glycer-
ine, sometimes with chlorate of potash, and sometimes given per 3.

Stimulants and nourishment in every variety were supplied with no
sparing hand. The customary topical medication was of course ab-
tended to. In some instances, the ordinary conductors fitted to
most galvanized batteries ; in others, Etna’s” were employed:
Faradism was thus employed over the lumbar regions along the lower
part of the spine, and as nearly s possible in the direction of the
wreters.—.Diroit Review of Medicine.
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Buisiers 1x PreuMonia—Dr. C. J. B. Wilhiams, 1 speaking
of pncumonia, says —dAmerican Pracltienes—* My expenience bas
taught me to put great faih in lurge Lhisters, both in asthente pneu,
monia and bronchits, and I am confident that 1 have scen many
lives saved Ly their maans. Instead of beng lewenng they give a
salutary excitement to the urculaton, a:d the copious serous dis
charge which proceeds from the skin tends to relteve the congested
lung without wasting the red blood, that 1s so necessary to sustun
the functions.  Small blisters teaze as much as large ones, and are
far infenor in the relief they afford.”

New Use or BARNES” Dinators.— Mr. 1L M. Morgan records
(Bretesh Medral Fournal) two cases in which he resorted to Barnes
dilators with advantage. The first was a case i which the waters
broke carly, and the os smail and unyiclding.  Mr. M. thought that
by making an aruficial bay of waters, he would maternlly assist
Lbor, so with some difficulty he managed to introduce Baraes largest
bag within the os by means of au utcrine sound.  When once 1t was
there, it was easy to pump in nearly & pt of cold water, and tae
Libor then progressed very wall, each pam dilating the os by means
of the artificial bag, quite in a natural way.  The sccond case was one
of miscarnage atthe eigth month, with profuse hemorrhage, placenta
previa and unyielding os.  Mr M. ruptured the membranes wath a
stilette, and then, by means of a long pair of ovum forceps, hes
passed Barnes' largest bag (rolled up small) quite into the womb, and
afterwards pumped 1nto the Lag nearly a pint of warm water.  4s
she had no pain worth mentioning, he had gaven her forty minuos of
Yiquid extract of ergot before puauntunng the membranes.  As scon
@ he had filled the bag with water, e commenced dilating the ¢s
himself Ly drawing at the tube tll his finger and thumb could reach
the root of the tube in the vagina. The resuit was thatin httle more
than fise minutes, he pulled a soft bag as large as an ordinary new
Yorn child's head through the os , and then the vagina and pennewa
were gradually dilated 1n the sane way until the bag came night
asay. He found the head presenting, and pains were coming on
moderately , but, as there was no time to be lost, he preferred not
to wait for naturc to act, so with on¢ band internally and the othe
externally, he turned the child and Lrought a foot down, and soon
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completed the lubor with the awl of the patient’s own pains and
cfferts.  The placenta was expelled naturally, and the womb con®
tracted well after it Dilatution, he says, would not possibly hae
been accomplished 50 guickly, su casily, su punlessly and so safely
by the hand.  Morcover, this bag being pressed against the bleeding
phlacental vessels in ats passage through the vs, compressed them and
checked the hemorrhage in the same way as the head does in those
cases where the pawns are strong enough to keep it well pressed
against the 05.—Am. Four. Mod. Scienecs.

E ‘caLyprys GLoBuLys.—Drof. GUBLER, ia a memoir publish-
edin thc Fourn. de Pharm. et de L/mme, states that all parts of this
tree are impreg: d with an thstance, mwost abundantin
the young branches, flowers, und leaves. They febrifuge properties
of the cacalyptus have Leen esteblished by numervus obscrvations.
Under the name of " fever tree,” at constitutes, an Auwstralia and the
neighbonng countries, the populir remedy agawnst the prevailing
fevers, The observations of a number of Ewsup.an physicians agree
m placing its febrifuge powers 1n the must favorable light.  Success
I 1ts use scems to be the rule, almyst without ¢xeeption, and it is in
cases must rebellious to quina aud ilic vther febnfuges that the leaves
of “ae eucalyptus are reported to ha.e¢ produced the most remarkable
T sults.

It would seem that these trees excrt a marked hygienic influence
wherever they are feund. It is cted as a nutorious fact that inter-
smittent fevers are entirely unhaown in regions favoured by their
growth, wheress, in jvtalities similar in respoct to Jimate, soil, ete.,
but desuiute of cucdlyptus, the pupulation 5 deumated by paludal
fevers.  Itas generally supposed that the marsh nudsms are neatraliz-
«d by the aromauc emanaton from the trees, but Prof. Gubler re-
gards 1t 25 probable that the sanative results are to be an part atui-
buted to the punfying efiects of the offal of the foliage and the con-
tinually desquamating bark upon the stagnant waters. Of such
walers travellers drok with umpunity, whereas itis imprudent (0
dnnk from similar marshes not bordered by these trees.

Eucalyptus 1s employed as a sumulant and dwanfectant dressing
1o wounds, andasan astnungent and hxmostati. It is useful in
leucortheea , ts success in this cond.wwn is aunbuted Ly Profl
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Gubler to its toxic cffect upon the several infusona which exist
the vagtnal seerction.

The pewer of the active principle of the cucalyptus i prevent.
ing the development of cryptogams is semarhable.  Solutions of the
«lts of morrhia, strychnia, atropia, acomita, and esenaa, for hypoder
mic injection, prepared with water distilled from exeatyptus leaves,
retained their limpidity for several wecks, while other solutions pre-
vared with pure water became turbid with conierverd floceuliin a few
days —Medical Newos and Library.

TRACHEOTOMY AFTER APPARENT INssuLution.~John Wood
F. R. S.atthe close of a clinical lectute on tracheotomy, relates the
following experience :

In conclusion, there is one puint which 1t may happen to be
mportant .0 keep in mind, and that is, the duty of completing these
operations upon the windpipe, when onue begun, an the face of
cvery posable eventuality which may anse i the course of 1t, even
up to and beyond the apperent death of the :anent,  1n no case 15
the truth of the saying, * while thures lile taere's hope,” more para.
motnt than in operatinns to relieve suffocation, to which, as i cases
of drowning, the higher truth may Le almost applied that * beyond
itfe there’s hope”  One of the most stuling istances of resuscita-
ton after apparent deata during tracheotomy I have been lately |
witness to A few week- ago I was called i the muddie of the
night to the relief of a mediwal muan, cousderably beyond nuddle
age, suffering from laryngitis combinad with broachitis, On hasteming
tohishouss, whichwasat u considerable distance from tay owa, 1 found
Dr. Goddard, of Edgeware road, in attendance, who had yudged
very nghtly that an operation affurded the only remaining chance
of relief from the very threatening symploms presented by the poor
patient, and had accordingly requested my assistance. A glance at
the distressed countenance and the dusky bips aund fingernails, a
hurried pressure of the failing pulse, a bricf kistcming to the raucous
aryngeal noise and heaving chest, deprived of vial air, led me, after
1hasty ltation, fully to coincide in the i of
tracheotony, with a view of at least prolunging hie. Whue the
npid incisions were being made to ¢xpose the trachea, the patient
[ suddenly ceased to breathe, the pulse stopped, the eyes rolled over

——
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and seemed to become glazed, and after a brief spasmof the facid
muscies, usually observable just betore dissolution, all seemed to e
stilled indeath. A considerable obstacle was now met with in ex
tenave and very hard ossificaton of the trachea, upon which the
waipel made Iietle ir ipression. With the words upon my Jips, *1
fear we are just too Jote,” but remembering the manim I have en.
deavored to impress upon you, I perseseral notwilisianding, and
by the exercisc of considerable force, and by first convedng the
salpel nto and then using it n the fashion of a saw, I got through
the hardened trachea and passed in the tube.  Alter employing the
usurl methods of artificial respiration, we were 10 a fow minute. en
couraged by a gentle sigh of inspiration ; and in Iess than a quarter
of an hour the patient was siting up in bed, Lreadung frecly through
the tube, expresstng himself as comfortable as possible, and wrinng
upoh shate a profestional ¢ ucista as fo the urgent necessity of the
operrton and the aeaterity of iis pesformance. — 27 Lancet

Ox e Earsy Diaeyosts o Tyenow Fover—Dr P W
Latham, Cambndg: (Londen Lancet, June, 1872) in a chnical lecture
on the subject, remarks as follows :

From the mformation the thermometer gives me 1 fully endors:
the tollowing statement . ¢ The physician who judges of fever cases
without taking note of the temperature, 15 hike a blind man trying te
and his way.  With much piactice and great intelbgence, the blind
man may succeed ; but he will more frequently fail, and always do,
ouly with great dufficulty and unsatisfactorily, what to him who sces.
wequires no effort.

** Let me show you how far this 1s true.  During the fiest four
or five days, the general symptoms which may then, as I told you,
accompany the chsease—viz., the ngor, the languor and fecbleness,
headdche, epistaxss, giddiness, pan n the back and aching of the
hmbs, the appearance of the tongue, the state of the bowels, the
condition of the urine, etc.—may not be very distwct, or any of
these morbid symptoms may be entirely absent.  In a considerable
number of cascs, 1 fact, 1t would be impossible for yau to say,
without usinig the thermometer, whether the patient were suffering
irom typhoid fever or not. But the thermometric course of the
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.
disease at this time, unless it supervenes on some other malady, is
very regular; and by taking the temperatute at cight A. 3. and six
r. 3, for three days, the presence of typhoid fever may be decided.
On the other hand, one smgh. observation may, with very great
probability, negative the existence of the disease.

“The following is the formwla (from Wunderlich) of this initial
stage:

Mornlng Evenlog.
Flst day.,, . 93,6 deg, Fahrenbelt, 1004 deg. Fahrenbeit,
Second day, 9.4 " “ 1014 “
Third day 01004 “ 1026 « “
Fourth day L1006 “ 104 « “

«If, taen, a person, previously quite well, feels uneasy, per-
haps has a rigor, and in the evening we find his temperatute about
100.4 deg. or 101 deg ., falling the next morning about a degree,
nsing agun in the cvening, and approximately following the above
course, the disease may be diagnosed with tolerabl inty.”

THE GHARACTERS OF THE TRUE RESPIRATORY MURMUR ~—
Dr. James R. Leaming remarks as follows v his pamphlet on the
above subject :—** The car accustomed to auscultation, after a few
of of the upon the respiratory
murmur, will recognize its dual composition.  If thie chest be per-
fect in condition the tidal-air sound Wi} be heard in inspiration only,
soft and short, like breathing gently through the closed teeth, while
the truc respiratory murmur will be continuous, mcreasing in tulness
in inspiration, and dimirishing in ex; It1s of low pitch, and
s Tike thcxoanng of the sca at a distance, the waves breaking on an
even shore of sand , or, better still, like the sound made by bees in
cold weather, when thc hive 1s tapped wath the finger. Tt is like the
muumerable vibration of the wings of bees, increasing to maxirum
w inspiration like the comung waves on the scasshore, and decreas-
ing in cxpiration as they recede.  If the breath be held, this murmur
may be heard withont admuxture, for there can be no Bronchial mur-
" mur.  The sound is the susurrus of the delicate muscular fibres of
the true respiratory system, contracting and relaxing over the dilating
and resisting residual awr, 1f the breath be held after a fall fspira.
lion, the murmur will be at 3ts maximum ; 1f 1t be held after expira-
lign, it will be at its minimum fullness. It cannot be exaggerated,
3

' .
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as has been said of the so-calted vesicular murmur.  If the true res-
piratory system be unduly dilated it loses its power to contract on
the residual airy and the murmur wholly ceases.  This is a sign of
emphysema, and 1s proof of the muscular cause or origin of sound,
which may return again after rest.”

““ This murmur only commences to be developed in the child at
aight years of age, becomes recognizable at twelve, but is only fully
developed at matunty. A begmner in ausculation may recognize
true respiratory murmur in a good subject with ease.  But when the
chest has lost its cxcellent quality as an acoustic chamber by physi-
calchanges, resuttng from inflammation, or when, from disease of
the lung, ttself, the natural respiratory murmur has been altered or
lost, or when the chest, although 1n its natural conditions, may be
covered by thick and hardened muscles, the truned expert ear only
can amnve at diagnostic teuth.”

A MODIFICATION OF THE OPERATION ¥OR
PHYMOSIS.
LV HARRISON ALLEN, M.D., SURGEON, PHILADELPHIA HOSPITAL.

The modification proposed 15 based upon the truth of the fok
lowing statements: 1. The glans perus hies obliquely backwards to
the longutudinai axts of the pems. 2. Contraction of the preputial
onfice, from chancres, scars, or other rarer conditions, may create
ph)mo.m independently of other causes, but. as a rule, acquired
phyr ) T larly st be pliczted with vencereal disease, is due
to inflammatory thickening of the entire mucous layer. Insuch
cases the glans 15 compressed, as with a rind, by a stff, inclastic
membrane.  If there be much narrowing of the perputial chamber,
the pems s jammed backwards in sts sheath, and its frenum is
made tensc from a fixed pomt below, and hies obliquely upwards and
backwards.

Wniers have cautioned us, 1n selecting the method of Ricord,
not to be gmded by the outhne of the glans pemis as defined through
the integugnent, clse too much of the latter may be excised. But
even when the operation is properly performed the incision imper-
fectly cxposes the glans, thus making another incision through the
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mucous layer necessary.  Besides this, the frrenum s liable to a
mutilation by the first cut.  This latter is an awkward occurrences
sigce union, under the best of circumstances, lingers about the free-
num, and an undesirable baggiaess of the integument at this point
100 often retaains.

I have thus brietly indicated that the essential points of an opera-
tion for phymosts should be those which sccure integrity of the fre.
nurm as well as the exemption from 100 free incision of the skin-layer
of the prepuce.

The method of mecting these points is simple.  Having fiest slit
up the preprce upon a grooved director,—~thus permitting the penis
to assume 1ts normal position to the sheath, and the true relations
between 1t and the foreskin to be accurately determined, — the oper-
tor takes a strasght needle, of moderate size, and, arming it with a
single strand of well-annealed silver wise, transfixes both layers of
the foreskin about a fourth of an inch in advance of the corona.
Before pushing the needle through, that portion of the foreskin in
front of the needle is snipped of with the scissors,—sufficient tissue
being reserved tc bring the edges together,—when a twisted suture
is effected. “The needle is next inscrted at a point midway to the
frenum, and the same procedure repeated as in the fisst instance.
In it of the redund of the skin about the frrnum,
the division of the mucous layer is best efiected at that point before
that of the skin.  The scalpel 15 better than the scissors for this pur-
pose. The skin should be removed by the latter instrument aftey

* transfivion.  Two sutures awtroduced upon the opposite side, in the
manner alteady given, complete the operation  Should the spaces
between the wices gape, they may be approximated by silk threads.
These may be removed witlun twenty-four hours.  The silver wires
should be retamned a day longer.

Tt will at once be scen that the retraction of the skin-layer
is prevented Ly transfiang the two layers at the same pomt befote
the removal of the integu.aent. Ths, indeed, 15 the gist of the
whole matter. The slitting of the prepuce, instead of being a mere
expedient to remove pressure from a threatened glans, or to explore
for a concealed chancre,~—uses to which it 15 commonly restricted,—
becomes a stage of the op of ci isl M ,
cnables the operator to- dispense with the usc of the fenestrated for-
ceps.

? ‘This operation has been performed by myself and others
fourteer times, and has gwen eatire satisfaction i every instance,—
Medical Times, :
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Rivowse tnz Docror's Brn.—The Medical Times and
Gazelte of Juna 8 sags, * Somo tima since, wo published the caseof &
boy whoso tooth had been extracted by a surgeon who had been ane
noyed by tho youoy seapegraco pulling his bell as “ o lartk” An
action was brought againat the surgoon, aud ho had to pay damages.
We have now to record a case somewhat gimilar, and in which the
Joctor was agsin mado defecdant in aa action. At Buroley, last
week, Dr. Deao, a member of the Town Council, and in largo practice,
was charged with anlawfully, mali 1y, and feloniously applying a
certain eorrosivo to tho forchead of Louts Calverly, with intent to dis-
figuro, ete. It appeared in ovideaco that about a fortnight siocs the
boy went to the doctor's houso to examino the bell lmndle, which is
in the chapo of a closed fist.  Tho bell rang, the defendant came out.
Tio took the boyinto tho surgery, and wrote tho word ** Bell™ oo his
forchead with caustic. Tho legal advisers on cither sido bad a fong
consultation, tho result of which was tho withdrawal of the summons,
on the defindant making an apology and paying costs. Undoubtedly
in the two cascs the defendants weat far beyond the mark in tho puo-
ishment they inflicted, but wo believo no magistrates would convict s
surgeon of an offcoce it he gavo tho runaway rioger o good horse-

PP H , all thiogs conxidered, wo advise our brethren on
1o occasion to tako tho law into there owa hands. Magistrates deal
sharply with tho silly and offensive peoplo who ring doctors® bells for
amusement.  Only Jast week, Mr. May, an undergraduate of Trinity
College, Cambridge, was charged at the police-court with ringing Dr.
Ransome's ben 1o Jesus lane, and, notwithstanding an offer to apolo-
gizo and a good character from his college tutor, ho was fined forty
shilliogs nod costs.

How HoxeoraTRIC Cowrnﬂ ARE mm: .—~Tho followiog
ing account of a to b hy is taken from the
Boston Medical and Surgical Jourual of July di—

¢ Prof. Henderson, of Edinburgh, avowcdly ono of tho leaders of
homaopathy in Scotlasd, avd beforo his adoption of tho new practice
a physician to the Edwborgh Infirmary and s Professor jn the Uni-
versity, owed his medical conversion, it is said, to a curious facideat.
Tho story is attributed to the late Sir James Simpson. Dr. Hender-
son-bad been 10duced by Abererombio to investigate tho subject of
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homaeopathy, and ho mado eertain researches swhich ho mentionod in
publio a3 haviog struck him, Simpson, eomo time beforo that, had
reccived from a well-koown homeeopathio chemist a casa containing
a £0t of phials filled with globules, which ho had never used.  Theso
ho said, he should bo glad to hand over to Henderzon, and the latte-
with pleasure accepted them. o used them, and was s2 struck with
their ~ffeets that ho declared bimself convineed of tho truth of the
homwopathic doctrines. Ubfortunately, it turncd out too late that
ho had vowittiogly deceived himself; for the caso with its phials bad
long been a plaything for Sinpson's ehildren, who used ta cupty out
tho littlo globules into heaps aad fill tho phisls indiscriminately . Tt
need bardly bo said that this was not known to Simpeon when ho gave
Tendorson the easo, but it beecamo known to him afterwardy, and he
made Henderson awars of st,  But Henderson had gono on too far to
zecede, even if he had desired to do 20, aod he beeamo a declared prac-
titioner of homaopathy.

Tests ror DrTecTING SiRscusIa—The Popular Stience
Reiew states that Dr. Filhol, in a recent paper on this subject, main-
tains that strychni should, in cases of poisoning, be obtained in the
solid statc, the alkalinity of 1ts solution should be ascertained, as
well as its intensely bitter taste, ats behaviour with chlorine, and its
Dbluc col under the nfl of sulphunc acid and oxidizing
substances should also be seen ; while, lastly, as a very dehcate re
action, Dr. Filhol observes that with chlonde of gold, strychma (in~
Solution) yields immedtately a crystailine pucxpxmc, which, although

slowly, 1s yet d formed tn sol tenth of a
milligramme of the alkaloid. ‘This precipitate and that formed by
chlorine are at once dissolved b, d sulphuric acid, and

chromtic acid bemng added, the welt-known blue coloration that stry-
<hnia yields with this last reagent 15 produced. The presence of
aleohol in liquids to be tested for strychma should be avoided.—
ZLancet, April 27th, 1872.

PROF. GROss's TREATMENT oF GorTre.—Treatment witl con-
sist in stimul the absorbent vessels, although the appli of
Agents of too stimulating a character must be avoided, otherwise
imitation will be produced, and the mass will be enlarged instead of

) diminished. The neck will be thoronghly washed at least once in
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the twenty-four hours with hot water and soap, and immediately after-
wards a portion of the following ointment will be applied to the sur
face of the tumor and weil rubbed ini—

B Ung. hydrarg. biniodid .

Ceratsimp. .oveevnnnns

The patient will take internally the Liguor iodinii compositus,
gut. viij., in sweetened water, three times daily,

A picce of thin flannel and oiled silk will be womn around the
neck.  The dict will be regulated and all red meats avoided. Six
grains of blue mass in combination with a grin of ipecac will be
given now and then at bedtime to regulate the scerctions.—New
Remedies.

- S 1

a3V M.

A SiurLE METHOD OP ARRESTING Eptsraxis—Dr. Roland G.
Curtin says (Phsl. Med. Zimes), Dr. Albert H Smith, in order to
soften the nasal mucus of children in the nostrils, recommends the
introduction of lard upon a small roll of fine linen wrapped like an
ordinary lamplighter.

It occurred to me, in a case of epistaxis, that a similar roll of

paper, moistened wath water and coated with the dry tannic acid, in-
serted into the nose, might be of service. I tried it, with immediate
success.
T have since found that old linen answers the purpose better than
paper applicd as above, as 1t makes a better carrier, being softer, more
fexible, and less liable to break down through excess of moisture. I
have also found that the powder adheres better if soft lard be used
instead of water.

1 have tried this repeatedly with umiform success, and believe, if
1t were resorted to, that the disagreeable operation of plugging would
seldom be found necessary.—New Remedies.

020 miem o
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VALUE OF EXPERT TESTIMONY.

“This subject is pressing itself upon the attention of the authori-
ties both in the profession of taw and medicine. Several cases which
have come before the Courts lately in Canada and in the United
States, teach the important fact that something more is needed than
exists at present, with 2 view to establish the value of expert testimony
ipcoustsof law  An expert 1s one who has ganed a thorough know,
ledge of a subject , at least, who is master of all that 1s known upon
the subject.  This knowledge may be grined m various ways. It is
generally acknowledged that those who have had peculiar advantages
1 Hospitals, Asylums and other public wstitutions are better quali-
fied to act as experts than those who have not had such favomable

PP ies. “This is g Iy truc, but not necessanly so; on the
contrary there are many who arc better experts, after seeing & few
cases of insanity, or performing a few surgical operations, than some
who have spent years in Hospitals and Asylums,

At a casual glance it may seem very fair to have both sides of
a question examined; but to permit cither side to bring forward
eXPerts 1o testify in their especial interest is the worst possible way
1 gain the ends of justice and truth.  Common and expert testimony
are very distinct ; the one refers to the incidents which have occurred
in reference to the case, the other to gpinions offered upon the evi-
dence or a hypothetical case.
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In a matter of opinion upon the evidence adduced in any par.
ticular case, differences are sure to ansc on some pomt or points,
hence this 1s used as an argument for bruaging opposing
to bear ypon the case.  This goes to the jury—in most instances an
illiterate class of men—and they are supposed to deaide the matter
about which the experts could not agree when cxamined scpamtely
in the witness box.

‘The jury are the judges of 24e faets and Jaw in the case ehcncd
by common testirony, but they cannot be expected to decide on
matters touching the opinion of expert testunony, It would there
fore be a great improvement upun the present mode of conducting
these cases 10 have a wrps of experts appoimnted to cxamine and
report upon the casc, and this zeport should Le considered final as
regads the expert testimony.  They would have time o investigate
the case carefully, weigh the evidence well, and arrive at a more
satsfactory conclusion than any onc could be expeced todomm a
witness bos.  Many facts may be brought out dunng a cross-cxami-
nation, which may alter the compleaion of the case and require the
modification of an opimon previously expressed, and withous a
muments dvtice, while Ladgered and 1 1 1 by an impudes

. attorney, one s cxpected to deliver matured views and opirions
" upon matters that may require thought and study. This 1s mani-
festly unfair and can only Le remedied in the way we have suggested.
The common tesumony of the law in the case alone should be
deciacd by the jury, and if experts are called, let it be acknowiedged
by an acquiscence in their opinions.

AMENDMENTS TO THE MEDICAL ACT.

Atthe last mecting of the Council of the Coilege of Physicians
and Surg, m July,a was app d to draft amend-
ments to the Ontario Medical Act to be submitted to the legislature
atits next session. The time s gradually approaching when the
legislature may be expected to meet, but we have nut yet heard that
this commuttee has been called together, or that any steps have been
taken to prepare the amendments to be laud before that body. Some
of the proposed d; arc of conswderable importance, and it
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is only right and proper that they should be not only prepared with
the utmost care and attenti. a, but they should also be ready for dis-
among the bers of the | ion some time p 1
in order to give an opportunity for discussion and a free and full ex-
presston of opimon concerning them.
One of the clauses of the plated d
an annual assessment on the members of the profcsslon of u»o dolhrs
cach for the support of the Council  This is not 1o be thought of
however, unless the commuttee is able at the same time to secute the
passage of a stnngent penal clause, thus giving the profcssion as it
were a grd pro que 1 the shape of protection against unlicensed
pracutioners.  There can be no reasonable objection to the payment
of a small annual tax, such as 1s proposed provided the profession is
thoroughly protected agamst ali kinds of quackery It is also pro-
posed that each member of the College shall receive annually a copy
of the Medscal Register which will contain, besides the names of the
registered practittoners, a copy of the Act and other useful informa-
tion. This of atself will be worth half the amount of the asaual
asscssment. 1t 1s expected that by means of this assessment suffcr-
¢nt funds will be rused annually to meet the working expenses of the
Counal, without taxing the Students so heavily as at present.  The
Council wilt also be enabled to establish a sinking fund for the put-
pose of scunng 2 Hadl m which to hold its annual mceling), cxamin-
ations, etc., cte.  The object the Council has in view is well worlhy
lhc kind consideration and suppost of the whole pmfcsuon The
i of the proposed d will assist in arousing a
closcr sympathy betwecn the Council and the profession, and
strengthen the boad of union among the various members of the craft
in Ontario. -

MEETING OF 1HE ECLECTIC MEDICAL SOCIETY.

A meeting of the above Society was hehl in this city on the 2gth
of Uctober, pursuant to notice, “ to tike into constderation the pre-
seat state and prospects of the Felectic Srhaal of Mediine in On-
taric” Dr Bell of New Edmburgh, President of the Soriety was in
the chair, and Dr Bogant was :lppolh\td Sccretary n the place of
Dr. Holii gshead who had Maa L of 1nterest,
beanng upon the prospects of the Eclectic School were discussed,
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and the following important tesolutions were carried unanimously,
except two dissentient votes to fuurth resolution .- 1. Rusolsed that
while recogmzing the advances which the General Sthool of Medicine
has made towards adopting the remedies and principles of practice
of the Eclectic School, the time has nut yet arrived o give up our
distinctive name, and position, as a separate branch ol the medical
profession n Ontano. 2. That the Ontano Medical Act has fully
recognized the rights of the Eclectic School to separate representa-
tion in the Council, and that these rights should be mamntained.to
the fullest extent by our representatives. 5. Thatunder the Medical
Act we arc on a perfect equality with other branches of the profession
and that no advantage would accrue to our School from a surzender
of our individuality. 4. That Drs. Cornell and Muir, by their con-
duct, have altogether forfeited their right to continue as our repre-
sentatives, and that they be forthwith called upon 10 resign their
position 1n the Councd. 5. Fhat thess resuluions be communiated
10 Drs. Cornell and Muu, aad that nnmedidic steps be taken to carry
them into efiect. In addition to the votes of those present, the
Secretary brought forward upwards of thirty letters which he had re-
ceived from members of the Eclectic Society expressing their cordial
concuzrence in the above resotutions.— Glode.

We have been requested to publish the above report of the
proceedings of the Eclectic Medical Society  We may say however
that this is the first mumation that we have had of the existence of
the above Society, and were not aware that such a mecting was in
contemplation.  As to whether it was largely attended or not we are
not in a posttion to say definitely, but we have reason to apprehend
that the attendance was rather sparse, and that the resolutions were
all ready cut and dried for the occasion |, besides we fancy (whether
rightly or wrongly) from the style and character of some of the resol-
utions thata very promnent member of the Homocopathic Schoog
had ahafid 1n the Lusiness.  Be this as it may, one thing is certain
the Elecuc body can not long hold out mn its present anomalous
position.  Those of them who have not sufficient foresight to see
thatthe tendency of their present relationship will be to extinguish
them, and that too, in a very short tuae, must just be left to find it
out, argument would be, wasted upon them. Under existing circum
stances therefore, we do not feel disposed to lift our finger one iota
more than we have done, with a view to urge them to accept the
terms we offer.  Nothing can be fairer or more reasonalle, and if
they chonse to continue in their present forlorn condition under the
wing of the leader of the Homecopathists, we are content to leave

L |
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them there.  Some of the resol are kably refreshing, but
1t is very doubtful whether they will secure the object their framers
havein view With regard to Drs. Comnelland Muir we think we can
safely say thas they will not resign their positon in the Councit at the
bidding of the minority of their rep ives however respectabl
and influential they may be.

NEW INSTRUMENTS.

We give 2 wood-cut representation of a seg-
mented catheter, devised by Dr. Squires, of
Brooklin, New York. It consists of a series o)
hollow silver discs, made smaller at one end
than the other, 50 as to fit into one another like
a number of cups or tumblers. Thesc are held
together by a chain running through the senes.
This 1s tightened or loosencd by means of a
screw situated at the outer extremity. ‘The in-
strument 15 shown in its ordwary position ; but
by loosenmng the screw “a” it becomes as sim=
ber as the vertebra of a snake. ‘This enables it
to find its way readily into the bladder no mat®
ter how tortuous the urethra may be. By
tightening the screw “a” it becomes as ngid
as an ordinary siver catheter. A rubber hose
may be attached at “b.” Dr Sayre, of Belle-
vue Hospital Medical College, has applicd this
principle to 2 Nelaton probe. Itis calied the
vertebrated probe, and 15 exceedingly useful
detecung dead bone where 1t 15 deep seated and
the sinuses are very tortuous.  The advantages
of both these are 00 app to
3 require any comment.  They are manufactured
by George Tiemann & Co., New York.

STOPLVINE PrARI( 46O

| .
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‘ToroNTO GENERAL HospiTAL-——The arrangements entered
into by the vanous medical schools in this city, for the regular
delivery of Chnical Lectures in the Hospital four times a week,
dunng the continuance of the winter session, is gwving the most
cntire satisf: to the stud n d and will no doubt
be the means of drawing larger dasses in the future than have
attended 1n the past.  With a liberality which 1s praiseworthy, the
trustees have ordered the 1ssue of perpetual tickets for the modera .
sum of ten dollars cach, thus affording the utmost facilities to Stu
dents for continued attendance at the Hospital from year to year
dunng their academic course.  The thanks of the medical faculty of
Toronto, and also of the students of the vanous schools are due to
the trustees, for their kind assistance and active co-operation in carry-
ing to so successful a result this much needed reform in medical edu-
cation. There 1s only one pont which now remains to make ita
complete success, and that s sufficicnt means to enable the Hospital
to increase the amount of chinical matenal by the admission of a
larger number of patients from all parts of the country, Itis to be
hoped that the lfocal legisk will at its approaching session make
such provision as will place this deserving charity upon a more satis-
factory basis in this respect.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.

CHLoraL HYDRATE i8 TRAUMATIC TeTANUS.—In the Brit.
Med. Fournal for Nov., Dr. Lovegrove records a case of recovery
from traumatic tetanus by the use of chioral hydrate. ‘The paticnt
received a severe njury to the knee by the passing of aloaded
waggon over it. Opium was at first administered to relieve pain and
Pprocure rest, but when tetanic symptoms set in, chloral was substituted
with the results above mentioned.

Iry Heatti of Dr. Drusrt.—It s stated in the Bri. Med.
Fournal that Dr. Druntt, the well known author of a work on
Surgery, and cditor of the Medscal Times and Gazette, is compelled
by reason of 1l health to retire for two years to a more genial clime.
A subscoption wath a view to the public recogmtion of his eniment
services is proposed.
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ABDOMINAL ANEURISM CURED DBY' AORTIC COMPRESSION,—
Inthe Zondon Lancet of Apnl 20 Dr. Walter Moxon reports a case
of abdominal ancunsm cured by Mr. Durhamy and himself, by com-
pressing the aorta on the proximal side by means of Listers ab-
dominal tourmquet, the pad of which was adjusted and screwed
down until all lemoral pul: ceased.  ‘ompression was steadhly
maintained for ten hours.and a half, the patient being kept under
chloroform.  No severe I or local p followed.
The ancunsm after & few hours commenced to pulsate anew, but
remained smaller and harder, and gradually grew smaller, so that at
the cnd of a month alt pulsation had ceased in it as well as
the femoral.

Carpotic Acin x WiooriNs-Covcit~Dr. C. Glen Bott Med.
Times and Gazette, June 29, 1872, has found carbolic acid to have
wonderful power in arresting whoopmg-cough.  He gives )% 10
of a drop freely diluted with water every tour hours to a child eight
years old, or in some cases 4 of & drop three times a day to a child
four years old.

‘TREATMENRT or H —H hoid: d with
with prolapsus, were full ted upon by the application of
mlm: acid some thitty years ago by Dr. Houston of Dublin, The
method found great favor at the time, but has been somewhat dis-
placed by the ligature. Billroth, of Vienna, has of late revived
Houston’s operation, and reports c‘(cdlknl results, espectally i m those
cases where freq and d: hage had

MerpiciNaL VIRTUES of Eucatverus.—Dr. Wooster says
(Pacific Med. and Swg. Fourn.). —he has now used some gatlons
of this extract during a period of eight months  the U. S. Marine
Hospital, and is surprised at 1ts uniform and rebable effects m affec-
tions for which it issuitable. It is 2 diuretic of rarc virtue, and
may be administered when most of the diuretics in common use
are inad ble. Itisan tonic, and has notable restora-
tive efiects i low states of the system, as in typhoid fever, typhod
diartheea, and dysentery. In vesical catarrh it alone cures. In
spasmodic stricture 1t rehieves with great promptness.  In all affec
tlons of the mucous L its beneficial action is kabl
He has treated many cases of acute gonorrhaea with no other remedy.
W is also very useful externally in chronic ulcers.
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Mrpicat. Evection.~Dr, Hillary of Aurora has been clected
to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Dr. Agnew as the Re-
presentative of the territorial division of Midlaud and York in the
College of Physicians and Surgeons Ont.

Deatit.—In Hamilton on the 15th ult, Joun MacavLer
Hamicroy, M.D,, R, N,, aged 72 years.

CoroNERs.—Wm. Rear Esq, M, D. of Oakwood, to be an
Associate Coroner for the County of Victoria.  Wm. Freeman Esq
M. D., of Geory n, to be an Associate Coroner for the County
of Halton. J. A. MacDonell, of Thunder Bay, to be an Associate
Coroner for the district of Algoma.

A Macniricext FEe—Sie William Gull the cminent London
Physician who was on¢ of the attendants on the Prince of Wales
dunng his allness, received a fee of four thousand dollars for one
visit to Cork to sce the Hon. R. R. Vemay, Licutenant in the s2nd
repment who was sl with a fever. Dr. Gull's consulting practice is
worth £25,000 a year, the largest of any physician in the world.

Buttock’s Brooo 1N ANAesua AND Prrmists.—Bullock'’s
blood 1s now the fashionable remedy among the Parisians for an
zeona and phthisis.  The yonng ladies take it with great facility,
and many say they prefer it to cod hiver oil.  For the morc fastid-
10us, however, a pharmacein has prepared an extract of blood
which 1sadmmmstered in the form of pills, three grains of this ex
tract 15 said to represent about halfan ounce of pure blood. Many
cases of anzemua have been cured by this blood treatment, and some
phtiusical patients greatly benefitted, at least as much as they would
have been under cod liver oil.

MaGENDIE'S SoLut1oX oF MorruiNg. — In the last number of
the Zancet we gave the formula for the above solution, but by a mis-
take of the printer the symbol 5 was put for 3 as the quantity of
water 1o be used. The strength is two grains to the drachm, and
for ordnary use the latter quantity is sufficien. to prepare at a time
‘The morphine 15 also more readily dissolved Ly the application of
gentle heat.
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Boston FIRE.—We have been requested to state that the
fim of Codman & Shurtleff, instrument makers, Boston, have not
suffered from the late fire, and are prepared to fill all orders, for in-
struments and appliances as usual.

AMPUTATION OF ALL THE EXTREMITIES.—Mention is made in
the British Medical Fourual of Oct. sth, of a young woman named
Robertson, whose hands and feet became gangrenous as a result of
embolism. The whole of the extremities were amputated by Dr.
Begg, of Dundee. This occurred in the autumn of 1869. Very
ingenious appliances have been made fer her by Mr. Heather Bigg,
which enable her to walk about by means of crutches, to feed and
dress herself, knit, write, &c. The case is one possessing a good
deal of interest as being the only case of the kind on record in which
the whole of the four extremities have been removed. It is decidedly
an unique case. '

CoNcussioN FOLLOWED BY CHOREA AND DROWSINESS.—C.
Handfield Jones, M. B., F. R. S, of St. Mary’s Hospital, (British
Medical Fournal,)) reports a case of concussion of the brain and
spinal cord followed by chorea and drowsiness. The patient, a
painter, received his injuries in May, 1869, by falling from a scaffold.
He was in the Hospital three weeks and jas discharged ; but was
Soon after attacked with twitchings of the limbs, accompanied by
drowsiness. He was again admitted into the Hospital, near Windsor,
and in about a month grew betiter. In the course of 1870, e grew
worse again, and in December, 1871, he was admitted into St. Mary’s
Hospital. He was now decidedly choreic and slept most of the
time. He was put upon 2 drachm doses of succus conii with good
diet, and subsequently upon cod liver oil and hypophosphites,
iron and quinine. In a short time he improved under’ the above
treatment, but was liable on the slightest excitement to a return of
this affection. There was no evidence that his previous occupation
had anything to do with his present condition.

A POSITIVE SIGN OF DEATH.—The Academy of Sciences of
Paris, in 1870, offéred a prize of 20,000 francs for some simple and
positive sign of death, which any non-professional person could under-
stand and apply. ‘The most practical and satisfactory one given is
mentioned in a late number of Virchow'’s Archiv. It depends upon



206 The Canada Lancet.

the fact that no matter how profound the syncope or how deathike
the person may appear if the circul h feebly, the
person is not dead.  All that is necessary therefore 15 to tie a suing
firmly around the finger of the supposed corpse , if the blood ciren-
late in the least, the whole finger, from the string to the tip, will swell
and generally turn a bluish red.  This test 1s exceedingly siniple and
conclusive.

PRESERvATION OF BoDits roR DissreTion.—At St. Thomas
Hospital, London ecleven bodies hase been preserved in excellent
condition, some for more than five months. The method adopted
is identical with that used by Prof. Marshall, to whom the authori-
ties at this school are wmdebted for the details of this process. The
artenes may or may not be injected with a weak solution of assenite
of potash, but Mr. Marshall objects to farge quantitics of arsenic
being used, one or two ounces being quite sufficient for the purpose.
The bodies are then immersed in a fluid consisting of twenty-four
gallons of water, twenty-cight pounds of common salt, one pound
and 2 half of nitrate of potash, and three puits of Bumett’s fluid
(Chloride of Zinc) to each body.  After many trials these proportions
have been found to be best adapted for prescrving bodtes for dissec-
tion, for if too much salt or nitrate of potash he used, the skin gets
very hard. By this means Mr. Marshall has been able to preserve
portions of the body m good condition for demonstration for a
period of ten years.  The Lancet regards this as the best method it
has yet scen ; it has the further advantage of being the cheapest ;
and the fluid in which the bodies are immersed need only to be
changed once in several years.

PuosPHORUs PitLs.—A wnter in the Druggts’s Circular gives
the following formula for a pill of phosphorus, by which he says
they can be made of small size, at short notice, and to keep with-
out evolving fumes: Dissolve one grain phosphorus in halt’ a
drachm of chloroform and rub in a mortar with two scruples
powdered liquorice root till all the cHloroform has evaporated.
Add half a drachm powdered soap and work into a mass with water
and divide into 24 pills.

VEGETABLE GROWTHS IN THE EAR.—Since the year 1844,
when the attention of the profession was first called to the subject,
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the growth of minute fungiin the car has been reported to be a
common cause of discsse of that part. The meatus, canals, and
tympanum are sometimes covered with the growth in the form of
white or ycHow mold on their surface.  Cases of discased ear occur
mn which are detected the fungus Aspergillus.  Tinnitus, inflammi-
tion, and the accumulation of wax are the attendant symptoms.
The treatment consists in the application of a solution of carbolic
acid, five grains to the ounce ot water.  As it is found impossible to
transplant the ectophytes to a healthy car by moculation, we sus
pect they are the effects of disease rather than the cause.

Consusmrrion.— Dr. McCormac of London, in his pamphlet on
consumphion, remarks as follows —The habitual respiration of aur,
not pre-respired, is ¢essential, absolutely, to the effective prevention
of Consumption, Scrofula, and other forms of tubercular disease.
Air pre-breathed will not sustain combustion, will not sustam hfe.
About 4o grains of Effete Carbon arc excreted every 15 minutes, in
the form of carbomic acid gus, from the lungs, provided always that
air sof pre breathed shall be alone respired. If not, the effete carbon,
being insufficiently oxidised, is rctained pro rafa as Tubercle
sithin the living orgamsm, and leads souner or later to its destruc-
tion.

Snmatt Pox Epiorsic -This loath: diease 15 | 74
ta an alarming eatent in Buffaly.  Efforts are being made by the
authorities to prevent uts spread. .

N

Cuorera —This disease is gradually extending westward, as
is its wont, cases with deaths are of daily occurrenae 1 Buda, Leme
berg, Prague, and other parts of Austrin. In the Province of
Galicia from Oct 15t to 15th upwards uf 5,000 pesutis were aacked
—of these 1,682 died.

ETHER As AN ANzstHETIC—Ether is gradually growng in
public favor in England as well as m the Umited States, as an anzes-
thetic agent, and 1s destined sooner orlater to displace chioroform.
Several articles have appeared lately in the Bratish Medical Fournal
and other leading wnedical journals sn Europe and the United
States, in favor of the use of this agent 1n preference to chloroform
as being much safer, and at the same tme quite as good an
anxsthetic.
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TORONTO GENERAL HOSPITAL.

DISEASL OF THE FOOT—AMPUTATION—UNDER THE CARE
OF DR. ATKINS.
(Meported :;Tu Neviti).

R. A, 38 years of age, entered the Toronto General Hospital
on the 15th of August, suffenng from disease of the left foot.

Last January, on the r5th of the month, he cut his foot with an
axe with which he was cutung some wood, and the cdge made an
incision over the joint of the great toe, about one inch and a half in
depth, At the ume of the accident it did not bleed mwch, but be-
gan to bleed when he was walking home, a distance of about a mile
Three days after, 1t began to fester, poultices were applied and con-
tinued for about a month. In about two months the cut was
healed.  Several sinuses subscquently made their app on the
dorsum of the foot, and also on the side and sole ; these kept open-
ing and closing, and the patient was much reduced from hectic
fever.  Dr. Olwver, of Petroha, had lim under his care for some
time, and recommended him to come to the Hospital.  He did so,
and on the 15th of August he was placed under the care of Dr. Aikins.

He was put on the regular Hospital diet. His foot was
extremely panful, red and anflamed , three or four sinuses existed,
all of which pointed towards the metatarsal bone of the great toe, and
most of them were connected with each other. Dead bone was
detected by the probe.  Poultices were apphied, and the foot slightly

1 d. was d for some time, but with little

efiect. :

September 19th—To.day Dr. Aikins operated upon the foot.
‘The operation consisted in 2 sltight modification of Choparts. An
jnciston was made from a pomt about half an inch anterior and
inferior to the ternal matleolus upwards and across the dossum to
2 point directly opposite, and a sccond incision from the same point
downwards and across forming the flap from the sole of the foot
‘The muscles were dissected back, and the head of the astragalus and
anterior extremuty of os-calas sawn oft.  Having ascertained that
there were no portions of diseased bone left, the flaps were brought
together by fine iron wire sutures. The flaps being rather shory
the tension was prelty stroog, and a large number were required to
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lessen this force. The foot was strapped and clevated, and cold
water dressings applied.  During the cvening a good deal of heat
and sedness appeared in the stump, and the oozing was slight.  Ice
and a weak solution of carbolic acid was added 1o the dressing.

September 13th—The swelling and redness increased, and two
of the lowest straps werc cut.  The wonnd seemed slightly inclined
to suppurate, otherwise the patient was downg well.

September 1.4th—Supputation going on, but the discharge is
healthy look® g—the swelling had dimimshed.

Septetater 19th—Doing very well—unwon taking place—the
sutures have all been removed.

September 24th--The patient is doing well 1 every respeet, his
appetite being good, and bowels moved regularly. The lps have
closed with the exception of one or two points where theze 1s a fnttle
suppuration.

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECELIVED.

Urinary and Renal Diseases, induding Urinary Deposits, fllustrated
by numerous cases and engravings, by William Roberts, M.D,,
F.R.C.P, Jondon. Second American from the second revised
and cnlarged London cditon. Philadelphia: H. C. Lea
Toronto : Copp, Clark & Co.

This work is divided into three parts—The * first part ” is de.
voted to the Physical and Chemical propertics of the Unne, aad the
vanous alterations it undergoes in Health and Discase. The various
methods of Examining the Urine Clinically are pointed out, and also
the Microscopical Appearances of Unnary Deposits.  The “second
part” treats of Urinary Diseases, such as Diabetes Insipidus, Dia-
betes Mellitus, Gravel and Caleuli, and Chylous Urine, and their ap-
propriate treatment. The “third part ” embraces the various forms
of Organic Discase of the Kidneys, their pathology, course, and
fteatment,

The first edition of this work was exhausted some time ago,
and the demand for a new one being urgent, the author was induced to
undertake it. The plan of the work as far as the new edition is con-
cerned, is the same as he old one, but many chapters have been
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revised, and new madter added.  Two entirely new articles have
begn mserted—one on “ Suppression of the Urine,” and the other
on * Paroxysmal Hwmatinuna”  Several new ergravings have also 3d
becn added. 1t (s an exceedingly uscful an. practical werk, and

will well repay a careful and attentive perusal

Physisan's Vissting Lwt for 1873, by Lindsay and Blakiston.

Philadeiphia.

1t contains an akmanac, table of signs, a descnption of Marshalt 3
Hall, ready method in Asphyaia, Anudotes ts the varnons Poisons
and blank leaves for memuranda, &c. It 15 aranged for twenty- 3
five patients w.ckly, but any other size desired may by ordered It
is a very convement and exceedingly useful hftle work, and will
save the busy furactitioner hundreds of dollars every year, that
but for 3, he wouli forget to enter s lis day Look 3

Transactions of the Amerscan  Olvlogreal Society, Fifth  Annual
Meeung, July, 1872, Buston . James Campbell & Son

Pager on Iufant Asylums, Ly A. Jacobi, M.D, President of the
Medical Sowety of Jew York. New York D Appleton & Co. §

" Report of the Mearal Supcrintendent of the Torondo Lnnatic Asylum,
. for 1872. Hunter, Rose & Co.

The Physwlogicai vatue of Fhosphorus as an Organvomal Element: 3
An essay to which was awarded the prize of the Amencan Med- 38
1cal Assoctanon, tor 1872, By » R. Purey, M.D., Professor of§
Matena Meuica, New York Medical College, &e., &¢ g

Law Respectung Periodicals, Newspapers. &

1. Subseribors who do Dyt §IT0 oXpicss notice to tho cuntrary, aro constdered;
as wishing to contiaue thelr aubsesiptions. , >~ 3
2 If snov-nibers order the of thorr penodidals or nowepap
30 pabliaber or publishers muy continuo to rond theor ugtil all arroars arc pal
up; and subtenibers are held respunsible for ali Bumbers senu. i
3. 1f subsersbers nogloct or rafuse to tako the picrivdieals ar prwapapsrs fro-i
the offica to which they 10 directod, thes aro beld rerpudniblo i oy,
2otlled ther bills. Sending Dumbers back, or io3ving them ia the cffce, is
aueh motico of dicontinuance as th law reqmires. B
4 If subscribers remote to otker piaces witheul infurmigg tBe publisber. snd
thelr portodicals or Bowapapors aro scat to the for ser dirctilons, thog ‘.u{ﬂo .
rosponsible. s [T L A
N R S Y R e




