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PHENOMENA OF LIFE MAINTAINED AND CON-
: TROLLED BY TWO ANTAGONISTIC PRINCIPLES
5 OF INNERVATION.

3Y J. 6. FREEL, M.D., MARKIIAM, ONT.
(Continued jrom last number.)

# For ke who studh s nature's Taws,
- From certan truthu his maxims drasws.”

The principle of transmission through tho samo trank of
i innorvation to and from & centro, is well established in tho fith
and eighth pairs.  Ioro fibres for special sonse, common sensa-
tion and motion Ho side by =ido in tho samo fasciculus, yot cach
completoly insulated. It is therofore perfectly compatiblo with
known icai arrang and physiological law, to sup-
Poso the oxistenco of contrifugal nerve-fibres specially endowed
for tho regulation of vascular function. The very intimato con-
nection botween the nervous xystems and tho arteries, the innu-
merablo filaments sont to thoir muscnlar coats, aud the invariable
nervous accompanimont to their ultimuto terminals, suggest a




348 The Canada Lancel.

controlling influenco orer vasculur actlon. The continuity of
cack nervedibre, whether tabalar, cerovrospinal, or gelatimous-
ganglionic, way, with microscopic aul, be traced from origin 10
termunation, 0ven in it~ passage 1sto and through aoother nerve,
ganglion, or plusus, its characterisuc sudinrdoahily remans dis-
tinct, transferenco of annervation from ono fibro to another iy,
therefore, a phy swlogical impossibility, Consequently all attempts
to osplaia certain phenvmonn by - transterenco ' and “reflex
action,” invulse ginving absurdiies.  The mamfestaton of pan
10 regons ditant from thy reat of lemon, bas provtured hereto-
fore an nsuperablo «ruc medworwm. The law ot antagonistie
iunervativn alono furmshes the trao hey to untock this seeret, as
it does that of every other vual phenomenon. The depresang
influence at the seat of diseano v communicated o & sonsINTY
centro, which lowers tho dynamio foreo of the dilating contre,
thoreby nevessurdy dimshing the ris nervom of the dilaung
fibzes proceeding from tho centre, and consequently lessening
tho supply of blooad to all tizrues receiving wnervation through
the fibres invelved.  Lho impaired nuliition ereates an impres-
stun of oxhaustion, which, being communicated to tho brain, 13
interproted by the mind as pain — preensely as in prolonged
fasting, & senxation of pata 1s reterrved to the stomach.  In con-
firmation of the tiuth of this exposition, tho more sensitive
tinsues involved becomo moro or less atropinod, invarabty, Of
the two mnervous systems, although “all aro but parts of ono
stupendous whole,” yet cach centro 13 to a himited oxtont indo-
pendent, and can exoreiro tho function of genorating impulses
indepondent of the sensorium, and thus inducing involuntary
action. Thus irritating i may bo 100
contigious motor contro, and induco spasm of all muscies to
which the motor fibres aro distributed, constitntang what has
besn absurdly termed *reflox action.” Tho existenco of tho
Jaw ander consideration 18 convincingly exemphtied 1n tho
manifost influonco of both nervous systems over tho digestivo
process. Emotional impulses exert eithier an oxaltant or dopres:
sant nfluence over tho dynamuc forces, according to thor
respectvo ¢h Chocertul dursng and atter meals,
with its attendant eshinraung influences, sxalts the dynamic
torco of tho didating contres, which augments the supply of
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blood to the gasrie glands, and consequently premotes in o
remarkablo degreo the digestive process. Whio conversation
caleulated to arouso the irate pas-ions or create gloumy dexpond-
ing thought, deprewses the forco of the more susceptiblo contres,
and thus Jiminishing the ropply of blood, retards digestion, or
iftho feoling bo intenso, may absalutely  axpend the process,
Volitional impulses alxo exercise great influence over digestion,
Gentlo, plea-ant phyieal exercise eXalts the dynamic force, and
consequently increasing the supply of blood, acceleraiey dige-
tion * while vislent exertion, requiring velitivnal impulses suffi-
ciently atrang to influence the ganghia through their moter roots,
proternaturally exalts ganglionic force, which contructs the
capillarics and consequently retands the digestion. Sv a xtrong
impul<o of the will directed to tho third nerve, Lo cuntract tho
internal roctus for turning the eyo iowanly, exalts lenticular
power through its short root, and thereby increasing the eis
nerevsa of tho xhort citiary, contracts the irian vessols and dim-
inishes tho gizo of the pupil.

In oatural recuperativo sleep tho neuromcter indieates a
depressed stute of the cerobrospinal nervous force, as the pupil
is invariably stightly contracted, hence tho gencral imactivity
of organic fuactions, digestion is retarded, respirativn and circu-
Intion elower, vonal function diminished, bowels torpid, and
tomporaturo diminished from 1 to 3%,

Exporienca coneurs with scionce in proviug tho eficacy of
condiments in assisting digestion. A fow weeks ago we lLad
tho pleasure of listoning to an intercsting lecture, when tho
learied professor thought ho mado a capital hit at tho votaries
of “Xo. 6, by portraying tho olfects of treating tho conpinctiva
to 2 dozo of popper, as it is a mucous mombrane &, well as tho
fining of tho stomach, but the witty professur noglected carry-
ing out the comparison, by giving the offects of treating the oyo
10 crumbs of bread, salt, or any ingesta which is gratotul to tho
stomach.  Pepper is unquestionably an exaltant, hut, asa thera-
Peutie agent, cannat be used in sufficient quantity to taxe cffect
on the ganglinnie centres, without producing extonsive irnitation
of the grimar vie, and thereby inducing great, if not fatal depres-
sion. The samo objertion may bo urged agaivet tarlarized
antimony, arscoic and corrosivo sublimate. A glass of dilute
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aleohol, talen long enough bofore a meal to be absorbed, would
assist digestion by its exaltant influsnce ¢n iho susceptiblo -con-
tres; but as it precipitates pepsin, it is incompatible with diges-
tion during active alimentation. The physiological action of
alcohol, as it is illustrative of the law of antagonisticinnervation,
deserves a passing notice, and especially its pathological sequences.

When habitually imbibed in quantity sufficient to exalt
ganglionic force, it diminishes the normal supply of blood,
and thereby enfeebles organic function generally. While
stimulation, short of influencing ganglionic force, produces
no pathological sequelw, the - consequences of deep and
continuous potations are most deplorable. It is evident,
from a knowledge of the operations of the physiological law
under discussion, that a constant exallation of ganglionic dyna-
mic foree must necessarily diminish vital action, not as hereto-
fore absurdly held by the aleoholic action being transformed by
some visionary power into a sedative influence; but hy produ-
cing a state of capillary occlusion incompatible with the nutri-
tive functions. In the first stage of intoxication, while the
cerebro-spinal dynamic force alone is exalted, blood is sent in
preternatural quantity to all the organs, and their functions
increased accordingly. 'The brain instantly responds, and one
idea presseson anotherin such quick succession thatthey become
blended into an indistinet chain of thought. The functions of
the slomach, kidneys, liver, sudoriferous glands, testes, ovarics,
&e., are preternaturally exalted. There is great indisposition to
sleep or repose, hence the Bacchanal orgies continue uninteér-
ruptedly till complete physical exhaustion or till thepotations
becomo sufficiently potert to arouse ganglionie actions, -and
shut off the super-abundunt supply of blood. The same physi-
-ological state of the two nerveus systems exists in the second
stage of intoxication that docs in marcosis from opium, conse-
quently the same inaetivity of organic function:

The: brain no.Jonger feeling the- vitalizing influence of the
blood becomes i‘ncapablb of perception and sinks into a state of.
repose called: sleep, from which, if capillary occlusion. be com.
plete; it may mever.arouse. Continuous alcoholization necessar-
ily ‘impairs digestive fanction by depriving the gustric and
pancreatic glands of a snficiency of the clement from ‘which
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tho kolvent is olaborated. IHenco the anoroxia for albuminous
tood, while the calurifacie d1n tho alcohol, 14 ro-
quired in superabunduncy 10 feed tho consuming flame.  Tho
softened and Mabby stato of the usmes casity allows exudation
aad even transfosion of bloud so dencicnt 1n plastic matorial;
henco the pr to ftal epint 1k hociderian mom-
brano naturally atfordiog siught rupport to the vessols, whon
weahoned easily gives way.  Effusion mto tho tinuo produces

rutn blossoms,™ so pathugnumone o1 the distolving state, that
tho victim i already Leyond reaempuon. 1t scems a umversal
Taw that greatly doficient nutrition provuces disorgamzation and
uleeration, sloughing or atrophy.

As disurgaaization awd uleeraion ot the eye tollow destrae-
tion of the fifith nceve with nitimate loss of function in the
nerves of spccial suuse, ve attvphy trom anjury o the posterior
half' uf the spinal cord, and  posably guvgreno and slonghing,
ariking fiom unbumanced acton ot the gunghome centres, nud
consequdnt Capillary uiditstun, ro Cuntinuous deep ntosication
deprives the sutiees swhech depend prinupably ou imbitetion tor
nutrition, of ¢nough of the plastic mateniats 10 rustamn vitainy
hence uleeration of tho conjunctva, and mucous sarsaces ot tho
primee vie, and oiten unsightly patches on tho skin.  Ulceration
of the stumadh dues noy, therclure, anse, 1 generaity sapposed,
from the direct contaot vl the sumui.

It is proved by oaporniments on brutes, and in one mxtance
at least, v wan,—that marty £ science, Dr. Stark—that noithor
the amylacevus nor the albuminuus prineipio ot tood can alono
sustain life for any lungihoued perivd, consequentty when tho
incbriate Lucuines so dar adsanced as not to bo able 1o asmitate
tho fibrinous requisites, his days are numbered—as organic
fanctivi nevessanily ceasos for want of matenal 1ndispensabio to
vital action.

Unquestivnably, alevhol diluted, as o thorapeutic - great
depression, Liay uo knvwa cyual, but a knowiedge ot the possiblo
CONSeqUENcey, inust ovor Citae the truo phuanihropist 1o hesitate
bofore preseribing an agont that may rouse nto acuvily an
insatiable apyet In «suseutenine eXistonco the very tirst
operation in wo vutal laburatory 1x 10 convert jactine o the
identical constitucits vl aicohul o1 the genciation ot heat and
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throughout lifo the amylacoous principles, therefore the desire
for como kind of «timulation is innate, henco the universal ap-
potite for strong drink, tobacco, ur opium, whils the smell and
taste of maturial real doprosanty, creato a disgust and aro
nover used or sought aftur fur tho prodacticn of pleasurablo
feelinge.

Tho mind is capablo cf gonorating impulses of cither an
oxaltant or depressant character from it »5n impressivo imagi-
nings or from impres<ions roceived through the sonses. * Liko
bogots its like ™ in a phyaiologieal as well a< o maral and physi-
cal sense. Thus the manifostation of gonaine pas-ion inanothor
improsses tho observor with the very rame fooling. The oxbi-
bition of joyousness in ono, like heat radiates and pormeates sur-
rounding mndas tll blissful feelings porvado a whole company,
while tho manifestation of deop grief in any ono in company,
crentes a corresponding feoling of sadness in all presont.

Emotional exaltant influenco promotes in a remarkablo degreo
healthy functional activity, and conscquontly tonds to resist
morbific ngencies, while tho dopresung passious greatly lower
tho dynamic forces, and thereby predisposo tno systom to the
recoption of zymotic influonces. Thus, the fear of contracting
contagious r cpidemic disoases depresses the nervous forees to
tho very degree raquired for their admission.  Morbific emana-
tions recvived into the nystom thus prepared, impress the contres
with the identical charactoristics of thoir source. So tho sight
of one in cunvutsions will throw a persun of impressiblo tempora-
ment into ~pasms.  Sympathy 8 a torm wholly inexpressivo of
any physinlogical action, and therefore affuids no philesophical
oxplanation of the phenomonon.  Tho imago of the condition i~
firmly impressed on the roting, and boing transmitted tv the
sonsorium, creates an impulse of an emotional character, whick
being sent to the muscles, induces correspunding contraction.
Discases, liko troubles, spring oftoner from an imaginary than
areal causo  During the present prevalonco of diphiheria, the
poltroon ie suro to becomo n victim ot lis own dread, and the
real r.tady will roturn as often as ho imagines he feols its
influci ce.  Evory ono knows that a firm and porsistent belief in
the fatul to ion of an approaching partarition is almost
suro to be verified. Tho depressing emotion counteracts sffee-
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tually the most potent thorapentic agents.  Tho best remedy is
the aswrance of safety, which can only bo effeetunl when coming
from a medical attendant, in whom she ha< unlimited contidence.
A perfeet iltustration of the sary condition for the P
of morbific agencica 1w afforded in puerporal casex. The cop-
sequent depression following labour, g0 predispoxes the system
to tho reception of morbific agenty, that the least possiblo ema-
nation from tho medical attendant, 13 xufficient to generate puer
peral ever. A sporadic caso bas yust termunated fatably here,
and women recently confined, as wolt a3 thoso pregnant, aro in a
atato of alarm, which may posubly producs an opidemic. %
lady who had been presont at the puorperal caso referred to,
and who had been conaned threo months, belioved sho had con-
tracted the diseaso, tho writer was telegraphed to 2o in hastos
ho found the paticnt in the most distressing alarm imaginable,
and presenting & most prtiable appearanco, but boing assured
thero was nothitg but fright, eho cheered up at onco and
laughed at her own folly. In tlus case a contirraation of hor
own diagnous, with tho Gordonian treatment, probably would
buvo resulted fatally.
If then, heaith and consequent longotity are dependent, to
& great extent, upon a fehicttous stato of the mund, theso most
desirablo attainments are within the reach of overy rational
boing. Physicians especially, who are, or ought to be, thor-
. hly versed in physiological law, shonld bo very Stoics in
practice, setling an esamplo 10 others worthy of imutation. The
writer atiributes his continuous good health during forty-five
year. of professivnal toil. to s uminterrupted flow of bhs«ful
feclings,  Dixpusition iy as much undor tho controt of cultivation
o3 any vther fnculty, It tho writer has been sufficiontly bappy
in the sclection of huy i and thar t, to
cstablish tho esistenco of & gonoral physiologeal law, tho vory
consciouzness of haviog contributed eomothing towards elovating
to the rank of a science a profession to wkich he has dovoted a loog
Tifo, will bo & fuli and precious rowad  Medicino a~ a scienco
will bo infinitely more mportant to mankind than all other
scionces combined.  Wo have onty to estabhish its principies on
3 ecicntific basis to ibsuro umiversat assent to 1ts pec-cmiavace.
The secrot of the confidonco ot mon of letters in tho doctrine of
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homoeopathy «onsists in the assumptior of tho followers of
Iahnomann, that their principles are based on a fixed physio-
logical law, “similia simitobus curantur.”  Porsons of intelligenco
who arv conveieant with the absolute scionces, look throngh our
works in vain for anything approaching a scientific principle o
guide tho practitivuce, conscquently without investigating for
themsoli ey, the truth of the homavpathic law, as it offers tho
somblance of a guide, embiace the most flagrant error ever
propounded. Lot this phy-ivlogical law once be established,
and its principles incorpuratud in school treatises, and charla-
tanism will disappear before its lignt as did astrology nnd
alchomy Lefore the supurior blazes of astronomy and chemistry,
or as mytholugy vanished Lofuro the effulgence of natural
philusophy. Tho rising generation becoming familiar with the
laws that govern their buing, will nu svuner teust their system,
whon requiring ropair, to the hands of onc ignorant of physio-
logical laws, than thoy would & costly and intricato picce of
mechanism requiring repair, to 8 porson wholly unacguainted
with mechanical Jaws.
Markham, Ont., March 27, 1872,

COMPOUXD FRACTURE OF TIIE SKULL.—LOSS OF
BONE AND BRAIN.—RECOVERY.
BY THOS. R. DUPUIS, M.D., F.RC.P.&S. KN

On tho ovening of tho 16th of July last, I was called to
attoud a boy aged about ton years, who had.been injured by a
fall froni a hivrse while going at a rapid paco. Tho lesion was a
compouund fracture at the middle of tho superior portion- of tho
loft paviotal boue, with considerable laceration of the brain.
Tho broken picco-uf Luno was nearly an inch and threo-quartors
ong, thres guarters of au fnc broad at vne wnd, aad three-cighths
of an inch at the othui. Ouc edge of ihis piecs was driven
down inio the braun in such a-mawnci that is sorfaces occupied
# pusition perpundiculat tu ther viigioal sitativu, while tho
other edgo remained in site, being still attached to tho solid
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bone by the dura mater, which formed a sort of lngo upon
which tho fragmont tarncd.

Tho injury haviog beon 1nflioted by the sharp edgo of &
stono, the scalp was cleanly cut and detached from tho fractured
portion of bune.  Altor exploring the wound with tho points of
my fingors (which passed i readidy 10 tho dopth ot half an mnch
or more), and ascertaiming its nature, L lmd hold ot the outer
cdge of tho Sragment with & pair ot dressing foreeps and with
sery littlo dificulty vetuoved 1ty the dura mater readity peohng
off, sevoral smnall spusiers wore romoved 1rom thy wound ativr-
wards. Nearly a tablespuonful of bran sub 1 shoud
judge, was lusl provivus v and dactng the operaton.  Yuisation
in tho brain was very dastinct, but there was only shght oozing
of blood frum the wunnd, which was readsty contvotied by the
application of cold water,  Whon compivie hamostass bad been
obtained, tho edges uf thy realp—which had been previously
denuded of hair—were approximated, a fow stnps ot adhesive
plaster applicd, and over these o fulded proce ot couen cluth,
wetted with whisky and water, was rotained by o loose bandage.
Thé pationt was theu placed on a comfortablo bed, hus hoad cons
siderably olovated on pillows, six grains of catomel placed upon
his tongue, and night-watchers arcanged to keop tho cloth on his
head wot, and to provent his injuring himsolf by involuntary
motion or uthorwise. Tho patecnt was cumatvso daning tno
wholo oporation.

37th. Morning. Patient considerably rousea and restless,
though still ions, vomiting lly, pulse quick 1,
and skin hot and dry; but tho wound was looking well. By tho
aid of an onoma tho buwols and bladder were trecly cmptied,
which seemed to somowliat aliay the resticssuess.

Quictness Fas cujorued, and the wot cluth o tho head ordered
to bo continued.

17tL.  Eienng. Vomiung had conuinued, puiso quick and
bard, skin hot aud dry, and tonguo covered with a whito futs
there was mivaning and jactitauon, with convulsive ctosts to
pull the dressing frum the wound, 1 luct, marked syptoms of
phrenitis woro manifesting thomsvives. I ordered the hair to bo
cat close, ¢uld upplicatious w thy wholo head, a jug ot hot water
to the feot, and a sinapesm to the opigastrian, and gave smail
doses of calomel and potassium nitrato frequontly.
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b, Mornimg, ¥omewhat quicter, othorwise much the
same. Treatment continued.

1sth,  Evemng. The unconscionsness had broken vp into
poriods of delirnum and fuext intervals, aod the restivssness
abated At umes 1nto comparative roposo, vomuung had ncarly
ceased, und tho bowels and bladder responded frecly to the
action ot an onoma. Tho wounu presented nothing peculiat,
Tho xame treatmont wns conunucd, vuly tho calusmel and niteat
longer mtervats.

19th.  Vomiting had nearly ceased; restlessnoss mot so
troublesome; doliriim 1ot 50 intonso, and tucid 1ntervaly greator,
pulso sotter and slower, patieat had takon a lutio nvurishment,
the vowols and kidneys were pertorming thewr junctivng, and the
shan was coojor.  'Lho wound was beginning to dwchargo matter,
consusting ot disintegrated bram substanco, mixed with grumous
blood and pus.  As conscrousness began to retars, and with it
voluntary power, paralysis ot the lett sido of tho body was found
10 ¢xist to such an extont tha the jeg and arm of that side
were entirely umnfluenced by tho pationt’s volition.  Treatment
expectant.

20th,  Showed somo wgns ot improvement, reason return-
g, and was ablo o tako somo nvuriwhment, and the bowels,
kidnoys, and skin were aeting modoratoly.  As the putiont was
rather restiess, and the soro had an irntable aspect, I ventured
on some smaii doxes of Dover s powdor for him, and had a poul-
tico of bread and milk apphied.

21st. Ilo had rested-bettor, the soro had a healthy appear-
anco, and ho scomed to be somowhat improved gonorally. The
paralysis was moro manifest, aud ho was not su quict as cvald
bo wished. Uavo Dover s powder agwin in larger duses.

2Znd.  General appearances much tho same as on tho 21sl.
Paralyzed sido remaining the samo, but the dolirium sceming
sighty sncreased. The  wound was discharging  healthy
dvonswg pus. Tho bowols wero trevly openol by an onema,
With great remet w tho pauont. Douver s pumder wontinaed.

23rd and 24th.  No marhed chango, general sy mptoms show-
ing shight improvement, paaalysis remaning the same.

2yth.  Had gained stewdisy ap W this dato, genoral symp-
wms good, delrtum guue, bue the mind fickle, and temper




Compound Fracture. 357

irritable ard capricivns,, ho was continually wanting change in
food, position, attendants, &e. Notwithstanding tho puralysis,
which was porfect in tho left Lalf of the buly, he was able to
got himscll up and down in bed. The wound was filled
with healthy granulations, which were cuvorad with laudable
pus.

Angust 20d. Had continaed to improve, gonvial sy mploms
good, paralysis not s0 complete, bul there was an appearanco
of embonpoint that attracted atteation, and which proved to bo the
beginning of anasarca.

8th. X had been sich and unable to see the pationt sine the
20d, but now I found his apputits snd strength improsed, the
wound healing rapidly, the antellectual faculues becoming vor-
mul, and the paralysis diminishing. * Tho auvasarea, howeser,
had increased, and ho preseuted the appearaucy of buing most
excossively fat.  As tho buwels weore constipated, and the kid-
neys not acting frecly, I treated him with o purgatise doso of
pulv. jalap. cv., and followed this by a dwrotic musiuro of polass.
nit, tinct. digitalis, spts. zoth. nit. et aqua.

10th. Tho wound was still healing, and voluntary motion
increasing in the 1ef sidv, but the swelling of the bdy remained
the samr . As he pow complained of pain iu his head, aud was
generally feverish, and morcoser, had boon tabhing conadurable
nonrishment, I left him soveral puwdors of calvnol aud jalap,
to be taken at intervals of threo or four hours.

11th. Patient much relieved by tho free action of the pow-
ders.  The diuretic mixturo was continued.

12th. Improviug rapidiy, wound uearly healed, the
anasarca subsiding , and ho lad su fat rows eved from the para-
Iysiy, that he would drag the left leg alung, and neaciy eupport
Vimself on it sufficiently to walh witlout wssistanev. The left
arm, however, was still quite useless.

18th, Had contisucd to improve aod was much beiler,
appetite and spirits gowd, thuugh dispusition still capricivas.
The anasarca was subsiding, but nor gone, the effects vt para-
Iysis were still visiblo, and espeually 1 the arm, but Lo was
able to bo ou 1 tho yorandab amusing himself at some hand of
Play  Diuretic conunuel, and puls. i co. vevaswnally.

From this timo he contawund w improve steadily, and about
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a month later, all effects of his sovore injury had passed away,
oxcopt & slight pufly appearanco about tho fileo, a littlo clumsi-
ness in his movomonts, and somo irritability of tompor. Sinco
that timo I kavo seen him onco or twico, and, for aught we con
discover, ho is as healthy nnd strong as ho over was,

That patients may rccover perfectly after losing a portion
of tho Lrain is now woll cstablished, and the chiet' points of
intorest in this caso are, therefore, tho pavalysis and tho anas-
aren. Tho occurrenco of the paralysis on tho same sido on
which the blow was recoived, [ account for by the supposition of
a contre-coup, by which lacoration of some small vessols was
produced, and an offusion into the base of tho brain on the right
sido.

Tho origin of tho anasarca scoms somowhat puzzling, untess
wo rofor it to imporfect action of tho loft kidnoy, caused by de-
feetive innervation. Wo know that the sympathetio nervous
system is intimately connected with the cercbro-spinal, and more
or loss influonced by it, and thereforo may easily supposs that
the complote paralysis of ono side of tho body would affect tho
functions of the kidnoy on that side sufficiently to produco the
apasarcous slato observed in this case. T watehed tho patieat’s
montal manifestations closoly during the wholo time, but failed
to deteet any particular morbid phonomenon that scomed to
indicate injury to any distinet phronological developoment.
I make this caco public with tho lopo that it may not
bo wholly without interest to tho readers of your valuable
publication.

e

THE THERAPEUTICS OF FAITiL

By Wrrtiay Mcteacny, M.D, JoxNa, ONT.

It 13 a well ascertamed modorn Lacl that many notod medi
cines and romodiey, so much lawded by thcir Luthors, have been
tound on analysis to bv pussussed of little vr siv medicinal proper-
ues whatover, and yoy, aceordang Lo testimony supposed irre-
fragablo, they bave petiorsted uamuoas vures dusily verging on
the muaculuay, and aoidorony peosed themselves cumplete mas
ters of ali the ondinury ailimonts of the nusolugical catalogue,
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besides many others not foand in a recognized nomonclaturo.
The palming off of xpurious ucticles of almost ovory deseription
scems, indeed, an atmost inovitablo sequenco of' a high civiliza.
tion. T say nothing of the healing salves, Indian root pills,
infallible bitters, and blood purifiers we seo perpotunlly boforo
our cyes in tho public prosx, as 0o reasonablo povson would
expect any degroo of honosty or principlo at the hands of thosoe
who devivo thoir gains from tho traffic in human Jife,

An articlo in “ Lilden’s Journal o Materia Medeca,” sugsests
this paper; and knowing that tho Lancet always supports purily
in tho profession—always advocatos tho drawing of strict party
lines, 80 to speak, botweon tho man of scionco and the charlatan,
—always upholds, in point of fact, that such coalitions aro
cssontially immoral, I deem it not altogothor out of piaco to
call attention to this and similar Journals, and their perracious
inflaonco on a gonuine modical litorature.

Tho Messrs. Tilden and Bates aro by trade manufacturors of
fud extracts, and a pamphiet is published periodically by the
firm, sottibg forth the virtuos of their own proparations of tho
standard medicines, and of the various other new herbs which
their ingenuity and that of the guack world 1n genoral can torturoe
into tho rolo of heabing agents. Wo havonat a species of litora-
ture holding an intormediato position b the ordinary
quack and scientific medicist,—sceking to invoko the patronago
of the latter, whilo resorting to the low schemes and shuflling
plausibility of tho former. I do not, theroforo, hesitate to say
that this Journal and all of its class are utterly unworthy tho
sanotion of the profussion, and should bo disconrnged n every
possiblo way. ‘Thero i3 indeod, so far as my oxperienco goes, no
particular inducomont to make uso of then xtandard proparations,
that wo cannot easily forego, cither on the scalo of cheapnesy,
purity, strength, or roliability. Not an ixsuo, but some new
remedy is huddled into 1o fivld of therapeuties by thes catespris-
ing firm, with the genticst pussible suggesuon thae the fud
sxtru, espeaally ay proparvd by Tildon & Lo, 35 tho only
oligille modo of adnunisicauwin,  The Juutual, tov, cuntns at
ey, Copred from standard: petivdicas, ready soloresting snloe-
malion, held out as a bait o the rogular prolession, and a3 &
spdious guaranleo o respeetabiity. This goes a deaven of
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sanctity to the wholo,mass, and it is on this very account that
it becomes no cxxentially baveful and dirgusting. Young practi-
tioners fall in lovo with the “new romedics)’ mako tvial of' thom,
got bitterly disappointed, and heneeforth declaro their anbolief
in tho thorapeutical powor of ary drug.

Arxica.—T might mention many herbs possessed of so-called
wonderful virtues, but lost thoy should bo unfamiliar to many of”
tho profession, { tako up Arnica, as spokon of in the abuvemon-
tioned-Jotrnal tor Decomber last.  Anviher reasun fur making
this drug the text of my dscourse is found in tho fact that many
mteligent physicians av ono timo had some faith it its effieacy,
and that, mnert as it may be, 1 pethaps occupies a front rank as
compared with many of tho celcctio romedies and Shaker harbs
with the virtues of which the profession are rought to Lo gulled.
This plant 18 as well hnown to the regular profession as any
articlo ot the Pharmacopeeia. It issaid to to have beon broughe
mte notico onginally by unsuientific herbalists with profuse
recommendations tunching its benign power, aud will doubtloss
bo ompluyed by such long aftor it has been demonstrated to
possess nu specific virtues,  Tho tincture and the fluid oxtract
arc the usual forms in which wo seo it, and lot us montion just
a vory fow of tho wondors which said tincturo and fluid extract
are alleged to accomplish. It may bo noted, en passant, that the
tincture consists chivfly of diluted alcohol, holding in solution

bst alightly stimulating ord astringon* 1lundreds of
Cunadian horbs possess similar constituents, and aro cqualiy. eff
cacious therapentically in the wdications sought to bo fulfilled
by Araica. Tho fluid cxtiact consists of pretty much the samo
as tho tincture, only containing a little less alcohol.  The prepar
ations of Arnica, in bricf, aro composed of alcohol, water, resin,
and an astringent, bitter principlo; but, to rofor to some of its
alleged special uses :—

1st. RuaevyaTiss.—* Eminont Physicians,” uso it, it is said,
in this discaso, but to fulfil what indications, [ for ono, am at a
loss to discovor, A singlo trial will do moro to decide its valuo
in such cases than pages of fools-cap. I assert as tho direct re-
sult of oxperience, that Arnica has no action ‘hatover in
rhoumatiem, and no influenca in tho slightest degree over the
fibrous tissues of tho body, cxeept such as the fancy of the oxhi-
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bitor chooses to assign it.  On the expectant principlo it would
no doubt provy a * valuable remedy.” Doso of the fl. ext., 10 to
16 drops, prepared by H. A, Tilden & Co., Lobanon, N, Y.

2nd. Aavr.—~Tho “eminent” Burgiuy, o great ademirer of
Arnica, tried both the powdoer and infusion of the reot in this affec-
tion, but “things would'nt work”, yot, tho other “eminont”
men quoted by Tilden found it a specide.

3rd. As A Divreric Toste.—It is as mach of a dimretic
perhaps, as common Youuyg Hyson tea, aod intinitely wnforior as
ntonic. In the former capadity, its valuw dupends solely on the
water and alcohol used in its preparation.  To gra.cly stato thay
it has cured jonumerable dropries, i, if tho statemoens can be
believed, tho most cunvinding vaumple yet of tho ves mencatrer
nature,

1th, Pursiotvaicat Epercrs.—IL s stated to havo & certamn
action or influonce on the nervous system, s0 have all resins and
bittors, especially wheu dissolved in diduted aleobol.  + Rym—m—
(This gentloman is wise in concealitg his nato), “regards it as
“peenliariyadapted tv persons of aleucey hlogmatie temperament,
“but is cunlra-indicated by augmonted oacitabiity of tho nervous
“systom, by goneral nervous plethora, &e.”

5th. Pxpvstonia.—It scoms to be of as much uso in this
disoase a3 so much whiskey, and cannot, therefore, do 2ay pos-
sitlo good or harm, in ordinary doxes. I cannot conceive of a
rational being having pure imagination so predominant, as o at.
tribute to Arnicn any thorapentical powor over Pneumonia.
Richter, howover, somotning of this opinton, wisely suggests
that it bo combined with quima, camphor and gpium,~not a bad
combination truly in Typhoid Pneumonia, but assuredly of equal
eficacy with the Armea omitted; o, also, as to Alimentation
and Carb. of Ammoaia. It scems to bo used hevo as » diaphortic
and eardiac sedative. I dony i {ofo that it possossos any such
power I question not that tho infusion, if taken very hot,
might act on tho skin, precisoly as 89 much hot water does.

6th. PanvLysis oF THE BLappER I—Try it, and uso Tilden's
fl. exteact, Lobanon, N.Y. Dr Still6 is quoted a3 saying that it
has been recommended for cortain forms of Paralysis. Aoy
reader of Tilden's Journal 18 in a position to make tho vory samo
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.
statement.  Dr. 8tillig, however, iy careful not to risk his own
ropatation by recommending it.

Ath. DysexTery.—5iill6 ways again that Stoll says that
Arntes s a speeddic 1o dus disease, ro ix Ipecacuanha, or was
onco thought 10 bo, so is tho extract of wild strawherry,
Canadien Pmin Destroyer, Carey's Drops, &e. Still this vener
abto .Ewualapws thinks st woll to add opium and astringents to
the maw romeds.  What tho main remedy is supposed capable
of doing itseit does not dvaily appear. It may do as much good
as & weak solution of common resin in alevhol, but untit T seo it
proved, I shall tako tho liberty of doubting it.

1 cannot oceupy your space in alluding to the alleged mar-
velous oporation of Arnics an Epilopsy, varicoso voins, scurvy,
amanross, anwsthesia, and  he hike, but will conclude by a word
or two concoramg its uso in ordinary bruises and Eechymoses
Tins 1n tact was the purpose to which the plant was originally
apphied, and almost the only puint daimed to which its healing
agency had a direct referonco. To provent tho discovery of its

parative wortneas, Tildon ¢ Is & Formula consisti
of Aconito, Munate of Animuma, and Arnea,—an excollent mlx
turo, no doubt, and if tho mam remedy be vmitted, I challengo
any ntotigent surgeon to dieoser it from the action of the
lotion, unless mado gpecially awaro of it.

Arweea used 10 bo a fashionable application to the condition
vulgarly kuown asa  * vlack oye.” It is atill 50 used by many,
and with a fmr result,~nature and tho diluted alcohol scldom
failing to mako a good job. Let any man, howevor, try a solu-
tion of =al ammontic, or oven of its equivalent godiun compound,
in diluted aleohol, and if 5ot as woll satisficd with tho reault, as
from the uso of Arnica, I will confers tha: Mesers Tilden &
Bates, and the wholo celectic world. have at least in ono point,
been grossty slandered by mo. Dr. Garrod knew this at an carly
period of tho history of this drug, and acted upon the knowledgo
of the fact to oxposo the spurious claims sot up in favor of
Arnica.

«If used in Epilepsy, bino it with gelsemi , nux
* vonuen, and-capsicum , i€ in Dysentcry, with opium and sugar
»of lead, « Paralyus with ergot, strychnia, bolladonna, and
“olectricity, 10 bruises, with acunito to reliove the pain, and
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“marinto of ammonin to stimulato capillary action, but, in
#no caso omit the main romedy, Arnica”  So say Tilden & Co.,
“in effect, and indeed in almost so many words,”

“Thon ngain, lot our readora romomber, tho fluid oxtrct,
“ pavticularly ours, is cwsontinl to osory woll-regulated drug
“gtore and doctor's offico, that from this the tinctare 1~ direotly
“ypropared , or, if you ¢hoosv tv uxo tho infusion, wid one to sixs
“teen, and you havo the best in tho world, 1t & compound in-
* fusicn, wo make it a point to heop tho oxtracts of chamomilo
“and peppermint, &c. Then, again, if you must have-a fermenta.
“tion, tho invaluablo oxtract comes into play.”

All this, howen ez, iv vo infinitcly disgusting, that the longer
1 follow it out, the wider tho ficld of censuro scoms to becomo,
The Messrs Tildon & Co., are by no means noted for the relia-
bitity of oxtracts made by thom from drugs adnutted on all
hands to be standard. To attain to porfecuion n this would bo &
taudabl bition, and not d not—to p to dictate to
the medical world regarding tho pruporties and uses ot medicines
of which they can kaow bat littlo when applied to & gystem of
which thoir knowledgo must Lo unmeasurably tess. Wo want
no intorested patics to point out to us tho *now remedies,” and
to jndicate tho diseases in which thoy-should bo exmbited, and
pronounce wpon tho particular form of admimstration, and
especially to speak so decidedly of whom thoy ought to bo
purchased.  Such is an insult and & crime, and should Lo, on tho
part of the profussion, treated accordingly.

A CASE OF CATARACT EXTRACTION.

By Ricuasp A. Resve, B.A, M.D.  Lecturer on Ophthalmic and Aurst
Surgery, Toronto Schiool of Medicino, and Aesistant Surgeou,
Totouto Eyo and Ear Iofirmary.

W. M——, of S——, a halo farmer, ®t, 86, has hypormaturo
cataract of tho right oyo and progressive cataract of tho Joft.
Tho sight has beon gradually fuling upwards of five years.
'}‘hu right oyo is practicaily blind, but good percopuion of hyght
Is rotained. Tho pupil docs not dilate well under atropine

2
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owing to semlo mascular atrophy of the iris and light posterior
synccin.  Thoro 13 a goed anterior chambor, and the cornen is
large. Tho palpebral fissuro ts rather short and the vye deopsot.

Soptomber 9, 1571.  The cataract was removed by flap
oxtraction with a Beer & haufe, tho patient lying on his back in
bed,  The hds wero separated by Graefo's curved speculum, and
tho cyebatl steadied with furceps. The ~carion wax made up
wardy, Just withia the corneal margin, and the huifo was with
drawn before the compleuwn of the incisivn su as t leaveo a nar-
row bridgo uear is sumimt. An iridectomy was then doue, and
tho jenscapsuiv opened wath the (ystotume, whon the . tion
was insbed by daiding tho Lridge with (b scissors, A part of
tho corucat lens-matter, which had becumo fluid L, sccendary
degenoravon, readdy escaped.  Tho large, hurd, nadear portion
was extruded through tho gaping woeund Ly elight pressuro
below on thoe globo. tho pagl bccamo dear, and the pationt
could count fingers.  Buth oyus wero closed by straps of isinglass
plaster, and i addiiwn a pad of cottun-wool aod bandage
appited vvor the night oyo.  Tho rousn was then darhened. Tho
paucnt was enjuincd o Jie passivoly in bed, aud the most natri
tious bguid dist, such as beefeasence, &, was ordored, to bo
gren with the spoon. Nu paen or auflammaiery complication
cnsued.  Tho vye was osamincd un tho fuucth day. The wound
has healed and the sight was goud.  Alropsue was applied and
the bundage re-adpuated, and the vyo sulscyuently kept under the
aflucnce of atrepive by daily applications. Tho patient wo»
allowed to rise av the end of tho weok, tho oyo buing protected
by a shado.

October 14. Tho pationt went home. He wuld read 1}
Sociien (uuere) with 4 1lons, and his visivn for distance with
423 was g ().

Novombor 22, The vision for distanco had improved to §
Un oxamumog the ¢yo by oblique illumination, a delicate groy
membrane with an apparont, small, clear aperturo in it, was
observed strowhed actess tho papil. A fine cataraut stup needle
vas passed through the curnea near 18 margun inty the opaguo
membrane, which was then disided. A contral pupil of the
normut s1z0 was reswrod, the aruduinl pupil remaining obscured
by opaque tissue, Tho oye was banduged, and hopt under the
influonco of atropine,
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November 28 The patient rewarned home, his far vision
with + 3 lens being 13 Jacger wath 4 1}, ho could read No. 1
Jacger, and No. 2 (as uw) readily,

Remanzs.—The oxtromo age of the pauent, and the exeeps
tionally gaod sisivn altimatcdy recovered, rendor this caso worthy
of record  Avcording 1o Dr. Haan o table, the visuat acuteness
of the zormal eye at 80 years iy represenied by 48 Tho nor-
mal standard may theretie bo fairly considored a3 regamed in
this instance. It may be remached thav the patient couid seodis-
tinetly a Hight walling stick aiva man's hand at ovar ono hund-
red yards  If the pationl pussiases suficient vitality to ensure
e peedy healing of the large wound necessarly mado,
advanced ago vilers no tra-ndication v au op for
cataract.  Generally it js advisable v have the pauont under
one’s care for & shurt time prior tw the oporation, 1o onforee such
aictetic rules as will affurd an additivsal guaranieo ot tho suc-
cess of treatmont.  As a rulo, tho gradaal luss ot might 18 the
only important subjective sy mptum, and it 1s & mustako to regard
pain as an ordinary ilnt of the « process.
Indecd, the failure of the visivn, with accumpunying paio 1a and
around the ¢ye, occurring withuut any spevial eause at the ago
of 45 and upwarde, especially in females, should arouso a suspie
cion of glaucema, a discase that domands prompi and vigorous
treatment.  Ordisarily, during tho extracuon, tho oyolids are
carefully held apar,, and ihe givbe sicadicd by Lightiy appiying
the tip of the finger to its nasal side. & mwre satsfactory xoc-
tion «an generally be made when thu eyeball is fixed with
forcops until tho counter-puncturo is mado. Tho objection to
the xeparating uf the lids Ly the spoculum, that undue pressure
is exercized upun thy 630, is almust whuily vbviated by tho uso
of tho curved ntop spoculum of Graefe, or of Dr. H., D, Noyes, of
New York. An asswiatul itidutomy i3 especiatly usetul when
the pupil is not readily dilatable, to faser the exit of the lens
ud prevent the bruising of the iris, asd it 18 frequontly dove
to lessen the risk of prolapse of the iew, inus, and suppuration
of the cornea. In this case the oxisivi uf & scgment ot the 118
was imperative, brcause the pupil was tow unyrelding to admit
of tho eseape of the lons. Tho secumdary cataract scomed duo
¥ changes in tho pustcrior capsule, that rendored sv upaque with
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tho oxception of the emall, apparcnt holo; and tho division of
tho pupillary membrane was rccommonded about six weeks
after tho first operation, becauso it was foared that any oporative
interferenco after a long interval would probably bo less suc-
cossful, owing to further degenerative changes.

It is advised by somo authors not to intorfero with accondary
cataract for soveral months after tho extraction; but the opinion
is guning ground that it is boller to divide tho obstructing
membrano early, while it is thin and easily torn, and a simplo
needlo operation suffices, than by delay to allow it to bocomo so
thick and tougl as tv cesist the ueedlo and render necessary an
oporation that may possibly endanger the integrity of tho eye

The utility of ¢blique {liumination, in which a cono of artifi-
cial light is directed obliquely into the anterior chamber by
means of a strong conves fens, 1s well illustrated an the diagno-
sis of cataract and the criucai examination of secondary pupil-
fary opaciticy, detmls bewg observed that would wholly cseape
detection by the naked oye. In maturo semilo cataract by oblique
illumination, the cortical portion genorally presonts a groyish
color, not umform but with interspersed opalescont stra, and
tho nuclous yiclds a moro or less yollow roflox. Evea tho iniual
stages i which tho sight 13 but slightly aftecied, can commonly
bo diagnosed by tho groywh stripes observable at the periphery
of the lons, the pupsl having been proviously dilated, and that
form of hypormaturo cataract where owing to certatn retrogres-
sivo changes tho cortical portion has become diffiucut, can ordi-
nanly bo detected Iy the umform milky-whito or dirty grey
color of tho opacity.

As a result of tho removal of the lens m cataract extraction,
tho oye acqmres a high dogreo of absolute hypcrmotropia
oxcoptin cases of orsginally oxtremo myopia, and 1ts accommo.
datire power 13 dostroyed.  Viston for distanco 1s thercforo
much impaired, boeauso, owing to tho low refractive powor of
the oyo, parallol rays of hight are not focussed on the retina, and
a.8trong convex lens i3 required to eorreet tho defect in the
rofraction, and onablo tho paticnt to discover daxtant objects.

A still strongor-glass Is requisito to neutralizo tho effect of
tho los3 of : ccommodation, and cnablo one to read, row, &c.
When the pationt’s vision was only % with the naked oye,
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with a -} 3 lens it was 3. For the far vision ho required a
< 23-3} lons; for tho near,-4-1§. The corroctive glasses
should not bo worn, save casually, until threo months after the
oporation.

24 Shuter Stroct.

TREATMENT OF EMPYEMA BY JMEANS OF THE
SYPHON-TUBE

Br WiuLiax Oupriunit, M.A., M.D, Mesper oF Tug MEDI-
caL CuuNiil o Oxrarlo, GURATOR oF TAE MusEuy,
Toroxto Schoon of MEDICINE.

Besides the wase of Empyemia alluded 10 by Dr. Richardson
in your February Number as buing under my care, Ihavo sinco
bad another, in which I have also availed myself ot the valuable
method of treatment which Lo bas originated. This last case
has been far more complieated.

The first case was that of R— C—, ago 3 %, I first attonded
Bobbic in May 1870, for a small abscess in the thigh, which
healed up in a week.  With that exception he had always beon
astrong, healthy boy. I was again called to sco him va the 30tk
of November, 1870, and found him (o be sufforing from an attack
of Acute Bronchitis. Mis symptonus increased in scverity, and
cn the 4th of December he was very low. face livid, pulso 160,
respiration hurried in proportion.  Dr. Geo. Wright saw him
with mo from timo to time. After this the urgency of his symp-
toms gradually abated, but about the middle of December wo
observed a circumscribed bulging and dullness a Little abovo the
left nipple, whilst the rest of tho chest wasresonant. A fow
days tater the bulging disappeared, and the dullness becamo less
warked in that particular portion of-the chest, but becamo moro
general  The pulse continucd quick, respiration quick and
labored.  Heetic symptoms also showed thomselves. Dr IL X
Vright.was now called in consultation. Being convinced that
tho loft pleural cavity was tull ot fluid, (Dr. Wright conjectured
that that fluid was pus), we determined upon paracenteses. This
was porformed on tho following day, 6th of January, Dr.
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Aiking having also been catled in consuitation.  On this
oceasion 1 introduced a small trocar and canuln botween the
fifth and sixth ribs, on tho latoral aspect of the chest. On with-
drawing tho trocar I mtreduced nto tho canula & small nuzzle
provided with a stop-cock, to which was attached a tube pre-
viously filled with wator. About eight ounces of pus wore then
drawn off.  Tho pulso becamo tess frequont, tho respiration loss
frequont and labored. Tho nest day fus parents smd that ho
had slept better on tho provious night than ho had for a long time
before.  Tho samo form of treatment,—tonics, stimujants and
1 s00thing oxy was givon, This improvemont
lasted for a fow days, but on tho 14th I deemed it advisablo to
draw off tho pus agan. On this occasion I introduced the truear
outsido the cdge of tho intissimus dorst, botween the maoth and
tenth ribs, postoriorly, dirccting tho point of tho trocar somewhat
upwarus, bat at tho samo timo keeping well away from tho lowor
surface of the suprajacent rib. For tho purposo ot more
offectually drawing off tho pus, I adopted a modification of
Bowditel’s mothod : I attached tho httlo stop-cock, by means of
an elastio tubo, to a Mattson’s No. 1 Syrnge, filled tho whole
apparatus with water, and drow off about twolvo ounces of pus.
The exit-pipo was kept beneath water w a basin ; and tho whole
was kept raised abovo tho levol of the eanuia, so that if aay air
should leak into tho syringe, nono should bo permitied to ascend
into the chest.  Dr. I IL and Geo. Wrnght assisted me on this
it Tho impr after thig operation was more
marked, and of longer duration, than xfter the previous ono, the
Tittlo.paticnt boing ablo to walk about.
-1 should have mentioned that i withdrawing tho trocat
at tho first oporation, I had altowed the point of tho canula, (3
small ono)—to slip back nto tho parics ot the chest; but not
having withdvawn the trocar, the shp was casly remedied, in
the meantime, bowever, some of the pus had escaped into the
wall of tho chest and not finding a way out, had directed its way
into tho surrounding tissues, forming a tumor about the size of 3
pigeon’s ogg. 1 ovacuated it by an incision on tho following
day, but it did not heal kindly; and finalty 1t becamo a valvualar
fistalous opening thiough whick matter continued o escape in
smaall quantitics from tho cavity of the chest, whon that cavity
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becamo distonded again, whilst at the same time no air scomed
to ontor by it. Honco thic turncd out to bo o fortunate accident
for tho timo boing, as tho parents becamo averso to any further
operation, thinking, I supposo, that such operation only gave
tomporary rolicf; and foaring the recurronce of what they judged,
from tho cries of tho child, to bo a series of very painful opera-
tions.  Notwithstanding this adventitious opening, the little
follow began to sink gradually. In tho meantimo, I heard that
Dr Richardson had boen troating a caso by meaos of a tubo left
in tho chest, and having mot Dr. R., learned that he had treated
the case on the syphon principle, not only drawing off tho fluid,
but washing out the cavity of tho chest overy day, or more
frequontly if desired. I gladly soized at this ides, and aftor rea-
soning sovoral times with the parents, thoy in the course of & few
weeks consented to allow the tubo to bo insorted. Tho boy was
now barely able to drag himsolf rouad from chaiv to chair, and
used to it the greater part of the day with his head resting on
the table . apppetite gone, body all skin and bone, pulse rapid
and weak, discharge somewhat offensive (although its odor was
not fully appreciated till it was frecly lot out through tho tube).
On the 19th of May tho operation of inserting tho tube was per-
formed, ns deseribed in Dr. Richardson's case in the Fobruary
number of your journal; Dr. R. Leing kind cnough to assist mo
in the operation. I introduced tho trocar through the fistulous
opening already alluded to, instead of making a fresh wound.
About six onnces of pus were drawn off.  Drs. H. I. and George
Wright and Dr. Buchan were also present. Fiom this timo
forward the littlo fellow improved rapudly, began to eat heartily,
eleep well, and in a few weeks was running about the cummons,
playing with tho othor ohildren. At first tho daily dischargo
was from threo to four ounces, not offensive. It gradually dimin-
ished, till tho end of Jacuary, 1872, when it was about half a
tea-spoonful.  After the first fow days I intrusted the * washing
out” to Mr. J. A. Closo, who was at that time engaged in my
office. After a timo Mrs. C. undertook the mavagement of it.
Tho tube was allowed to slip out two or threo times, but was
readily replaced, and on one ion by Mrs. C. hersolf.  On
several oceasions & drachm or so of clear blood ran from the
tube; sometimes the tube would, at tho commencoment, contain
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a string of clot. This was supposed to be due to orr'mulatmm on
the Walls of the abscess.

About the beginning of January I inserted.a new piece of
tubing, the old having fallen.out; but in about ten days it also
came out, and Mus, C. did not replace it, as her attempt seemed
to hurt the little patient too much, T was not informed of this for
some days, and on seeing him I found the sinus.so closed, that I
could with difficulty introduce a No. 3 gum-elastic catheter. As
nothing ran out on withdrawing the stilet, T detormined to take
out the catheter. The wound opened up afresh twice at intervals
of three or four days, and a small quantity of pus, variously
computed by the friends at from one to three tea-spoonsful,
escaped on his bandage. The wound has now been com-
pletely closed for about two months, and the little fellow is as
hearty as cver, only sighing, once in a while (alas for the
instability of human happiness!), for the jellies and other good
things of the vanished past. .

I hope at a future time to make some remarks on the very
peculiar manner in which the fluid seems to have accumulate ,
as indicated by the physical signs, and to describe the ‘present
physical condition of the thorax ; also o give a history of the
other case now under ireatment, which is proving far more
troublesome, owing to certain difficulties. which are taxing my
resources to the utmost, but which I think I shall be able to
overcome.

INVERSION OF THE UTERTUS.

BY PETROS CONSTANTINIDES, M.D., M.R.C.S. ENG., TORONTO.

-

- It was a superstitious belief of the ancient Greeks. and
Romans—and the notion still widely prevails among many
Asiatic nations—that children Lorn under certain constellations
are apt to give, during their birth, a good deal of trouble both to
their mothers and to their attending midwives; and these inaus-
picious periods to parturient ‘women were anticipated with grest
dread both by the patients and by their friends. Such a strange
epidemic of dystocia seems to have visited recently our city, and

-
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there is hardly a practising physician amongst us who has not a
tale to relate of some ¢ very hard case” in obstetrics, which he
has been called to witness within the last, few weeks. Rare and
complicated presentations, placenta preevia, fearful heemorrhages,
puerperal fever, and an unusual rate of mortality among con-
fined women, seem almost to bave been the rule rather than the
exception. In my own, somewhat limited, practice in this field,
I have had the misfortune of witnessing within a shert time two
very severe cases of miscarriage, a case of false conception—or
rather spontaneous expulsion from the womb of a mass of hyda-
tids—accompanied by almost fatal heemorrhage, a case of seven-
month twins (the first coming down shoulder first), a case of
breech presentation, and a formidable case of inverted uterus.
Barly in the morning of the 23rd February last, I was
called to attend Mrs. B., in her third confinement. My patient
is a well-built, healthy looking young person, of middle height,
somewhat ansmic, and of a lymphatu, temperament. She is
twenty-five years of age. On arriving, I found her lying com-
fortably in her bed, waiting patiently for her short and tardy
pains. Sho had not been long in labor. On making an exam-
ination, I found the os fully dilated, the membranes ruptured,
the head low down, just emerging from the pelvis into the soft
passages, which appeared to be unusually flabby and relaxed. I
at onco took my seat by my patient, and waited nearly twenty
minutes for a pain, which, if of moderate strength and duration,
would to all appearances have sufficed in expelling the child.
The long expected pain at last came, but it proved so weak and
short that it required another, and a third one, and several more,
ere they gave exit o the head, which was followed in time by
the well-developed body of a large, healthy, living male child.
About a-quarter of an hour after the birth of the child, the
pains Laving now to all appearance ceased, I was contemplating
the propriety of administering a dose of ergot, but as there was
no unusual hemorrhage and the patient seemed to be exceedingly
comfortable, I felt hardly justified in interfering as yet with
active measures. Accordingly, having placed my left hand over
the somewhat relaxed womb, for to this time I had dirccted my
patient {0 apply gentle pressure with both her own hands there,
Wwhite T was attendm g 1o the ¢child. I took hold of the cord with
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my other hand and mado gentle and stcady traction in the usual
way. 1 felt the apparenily conteactng uterus receding buneath
my hand into the pelvic cavity. L fult the cord olungating, and
part of the placonta to which it was attached already mado its
appearanco at tho oxtornal vutlot.  Tho sensativa communicated
to my hand was meanwihulo identical wath that communicated by
a naturally expolled aftor-buth, whilo my pauont oxperionced no
pecubiar inconvomence, displayed no antasorable symptom,
oxpressed no unusnal measure of distress ; and I was about to
congratulato her on the speedy termunation of her oasy confine-
mont, when, suddenly, with a strong rcbound liko that with which
a Jargo, partially inverted india-rubber ball resumes its natural
sbape, a largo tnmor sprung through tho unresisting pnssages,
resting its convex surfaco ou the vulva with the placenta firmly
attached to it. Ono glance was sufficiont to make mo awaro of
tho formidablo dicaster. I, without loss of time, undertook to
dotach tho aftor-birth by pulling it off, but tho oporation was
casier, conceived than oxeeuted, for tho adhesions wore numerous
and strong, whilo from the ragged surfaco of the oxposed womb
tho bleeding cvery moment beeamo fearful.  Having dotached
tho placenta, my first thought was to restoro forthwith the invor-
ted uterus, but the hemorrhago was now so alarming that instinet
led mo to press for a moment my fingors on the widely gaping
maouths of three or four large sinuses from which my pationt was
bleeding rapidiy to death.  All this happoned in less time than
it takes to rclate it. I sent meanwhilo for assistaoce. Dr.
‘Bethuno was soon at my side, but cro his arrival I had sue-
ceeded in arresting tho hemorrago ; yot, during that very short
timo the pationt was $o drained that it was ¢vident the slightest
renonal of bleeding would have certainly proved fatal. Dr.
Bothuno, therefore, being justly fearful of disturbing tho clots,
advised a postponoment for a timo of any atlompt to roturn tho
uterus, and whilo ho went for further advice, I undertook to
restoro somowhat the sinking woman by means of stimulants.
Two hours after the occurrence of tho accidont, Dr. Bethuno
returned accompanied by Dr. Philbrick, who finding now tho
pationt in amoroe favorable condition proceeded at ones to, restore
tho parts.

Tho apparent caso with which the inverted organ was
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roturned went sarthor to «unvince ay all of the oxtracrdinary
flacidity of sts roinzed tissues, aml although in allowing its par
tinl contraction, whilo I way mahing effurts tv check the hemors
rage, L was fully awaro of the increased Jifficultios I was putting
in tho way of us final roturn, X cunld nut heip thinking thon,
and I am st fully convinced, that had I attempted ta rotura
tho utorns immediatoly after tho discovery of the wishap, and
whilo that fearful flowding was going un, [ would certainly havo
lost my pationt.

The canses which so simply brought about so formidable an
accidont in this caso woro,~

1. An uncommonly capacious pelvis, at loast at the outlot.

2. Unusual flaccidity of tho utermo walls, indeed of all tho
soft parts involved in tho accident.

3. A firmly adhorent placenta.

I havo thus end d to givo a8 an account of
this rather raro accident a3 I possibly could.  Thoso who have
never had the misfortuno of witnessing such an accident, may
naturally feol greatly disposed to attribute thoe only possibility
of its oceurronco, to tho extraordinary violoncoe used by » care-
loss attendant, in his offorts to cxtract tho aftor-birth. But a
littlo oxporicnco will suffico, I am sure, to convinco tho most
consorious of ug, that tho requisite conditions boing given—
without a combination of which tho accidont is simply impossibl
~-nothing ean be brought more casily about, oven in tho hands
of tho most skilful and most experionced accouchenr.

Thanks to tho prompt assistanco kindly rondored by Drs
Philbrick and Bethune, my patient appearcd to be making a
good recovery, when, on the tonth day after her confinoment, I
discovored an extonsivo abscess forming in tho lower-part of hior
back, which, on being timely opened, gavo aischargo to more
than g pint of thio, healthy pus.  Formidable as the gathering
appoared at first to be, it proved simply sub-cutancous, and
though it retarded somowhat her 1 I am happy to
say that my pationt at last made a speedy and satisfactory
Tocovory.




Selected Deticles.

PUNCTURE IN TYMPANITES,

Tho proprioty of puncturing tho colon for tho ovacuation of
gas has occupied a zood deal of attontion at homo and abroad.
The subject was started by M. Foussagrives, who rolated at tho
Paris Acadomy of Medicino eighty-four cases of tympanites, and
spoko of the operation as not sorious. 3. Depaul had proviously
related to the Paris Surgical Socioty 8 case in which the colon
had repeatedly being tapped. Tho caso was ono of puorperal
poritonitis, and it recovered.

There is no such novelty in the procceding as M. Fousaa-
grives scems to think, as will be seon in tho sequel.

At tho meeting of the Academy of Medicine at Paris on tho
15th November, 3, Piorry concluded tho reading of his momoir
on this subject in which ho opposed tho views of M. Foussagrives.
Tho risk of puncture M. Piorry regards as considerable, perhaps
groator than to cut down upon tho cxecum and then to opon tho
bowel.  Wo ought, thoreforo, to oxhaust all other means before
having recourso to this, and to d ino tho cxact anatomical
and physiological cause of the accumulation.  Woshould uso tho
asophagus tubo and tho rectum tubo in addition 1o other moans.

Wo may hero namo that Professor Dolbeau, of the Beaujon
Hospital, bas punctured the intestine in strangulated hornia to
facilitate reduction, and stated latoly at tho Surgical Socioty of
Parig that the practico is succossful and pot dangerous. Aoro-
over, Dr. Douglas Morton relates in tho Rickmond and Louisville
Medical Journal two cascs of hornis, in which ho tapped tho
strangulated bowel,

Sir Thomas Watson, in tho new edition of his ¢ Lecturcs”
romarks :—

«Thore is ono further expodient which I ehould recommend
in theso trying cases, which we kaow (no mattor how) are of
necessity fatal.  In oattlo that are ¢blown’ by overfeeding on
wot clover, a rough proceduro, that of picrcing the distended
bowel with a hay-fork, has eften been practised by farmers with
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comploto success.  Tho dixtrors from oxtromo distension of tho
intextines by wind is ro intense, the craving for relief from tho
distrecs g0 importunate, and tho comfort from obtaining it so
great, that, woro T the sulject of such pressing and prolonged
torment, T thould beg to have the ioflated bowel ensed by punct-
uro with a tino trocar, oven if T might (what ix fnprobable) so
loso a day of painful life.  Sinco this thought was forced upon
meo by sufferings that I had personally witnessed, I havo boon
gratified to learn, from a communication made to tho Cliaical
Socioty by Mr. Thomas Smith, that tho samo thought, as was
patural, had oceurred to others before me, and being acted on
with all tho success of which it was capable; by Dr. Braston
Hicke, ag woll as by Mr. Smith, in this country; sud by more
than on¢ physician on the Continent”

Thoso who think it-novol have beon carrying on an activo
correspondenco in tho British Medical Journal, and Dr. Clifford
Allhutt and several others havo put in & claim for priority, It
will bo secn from somo quotations of tho letters to our con-
temporary as well as from what has preceded, that tho novelty
like many others is old onough.

“Tho operation might have been first suggested by tho
practico advoeated by tho oldor surgeons of pricking with round
or triangular needles tho gut distended with air in tho courso of
the operation for hernin,” says Mr. G. Symes Suunders, M.
Joual, wnd continues, « Pare, Corncille do Soolingon, and Picrre
Dionis among othors recommonded tho practice. Heister, in his
work on ‘Surgery’ (Eng. ed. p. 74, 1750), suggosts that in
pnenmatocole, or ¢ hernia flatulonta,’ if ordinary remedics fail,
tho scrotum should bo perforated with & trocar, and its contents
thereby discharged, *which will domonstrato whuther it was
wind or water! In the samo work, Meistor vXxpresses doubts of
tho success of tho operation of p tesis in tympani Ac-
cording to Sprengler, in his * Histoiro do In Medicine,’ vol. ix. p.
181, Francois do Paule Combalusicr wasthe first who suceessfully
omployed tho trocar in tympanites, (Combalusier, * P
pathologra,’ a French cdition of which appeared in 1754, ¢ Traito
des Maladics Vontouses,’ traduit du Latin, par Jaalt, vol.ii. in
12). Bonjamio Boll, having obscrved that this oporation wasat-
tonded with but shght danger 1 tho lower animals, advised that
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tho intestino should bo punciured sn Tympanites.  Callisen,
who used Petst’s trocar, states thit paracentess may be useful
a3 & palliativo (¢ Syast. Char. Med,," par. s, po 52).  Charles
Bell, i his *System of Uporativo Surgery, vol. ii, p. 186, does
not regard with much favour the pracuco of piercing the gut
with tho trocar in antestinal tympanites,  C. B. Zang gives very
precise directions tor the portormance of tho operation. He
plunges & long and fino tracar 1a tho middle of a lino deawn
from tho antorior oxtrenuty of the recond loft false ribto the
anterior suporior extromity of tho thum of the sano ride, to tho
dopth of four orfive inches. In thix way tho instrument strikes
the descending colon without pierung tho mesentery.  (Zang’s
< Operat. Th.,' iat. p. 239).  Zang aates that the operation is as
dovoid ofdanger as ordinary simple pasciure, because, after the
withdrawal of tho canula, the wound in Ltho :testine does not
oxceed half a hine in estont.  In the * Dicuionnaire do Medicine
ot do Chirurgic, ¢d,, 1835, L. Ch. Rocho, in his article on
< Tympanite,” after recommeonding the ordinary remcdies and
attompts to draw off tho gas with a syringe, states that, as a Jast
resort, the abdominal walls may be punctured; and, although
he considers the operation to bo attended with gravo dangor,
states that it has beon practised. s cortain number of timos with
sucsess,  Amoog more modorn wurks un surgery, Cheliuy gives
-simlar instrucuons sor the eperatwa of paracentesis in disten
sion of the alunentary canal sith air, when the aliment is idio
pathie, and vot asymptom of any oiher discaso. (Svuth'’s cdition
vol. iiy p. 492).  Ohvier operated va twenty patients in Bllivia,
South America, of whom eight recovered .o threo weoka, the
others died, probably from not having beon subjeciad by treat
mont till too Jato. Tho causo of the dinse was attribuied to
overloading the stomach with half:covked vegotablo food, and
drinking badly fermented hauwd propaced from maize. (Vido
¢Now Sydenbam Socioty s Year-Book,’ 1361, and Schmidt's
Jabrbucher, vol. iii., 308).”

* A hittlo boy, mt. threo years, suffering frum porilunilis, at
tended with greav pan and tympaoiuc distension of the abdo
men, presumed to bo tuboreular, suys Mr. G, D, Brown. Opiates
woro admimstared freely, novortheless, tho paia was intunso, and
the chance of saving the buy appearod to bo hopuless. To give
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somo caso to my palient, with a small'trocar I punctured and
removed one or two drops of pus and & quantiiy of fetid air.
Immediate relief followed. The oporation wasvepeated in a fow
days owing to re-accumulation, and the patient recovered.

“One case which occurred twelve years ago I well remem-
ber,” says Dr. Wilkes; ¢Mr. Stocker called me up in the
night to sec 2 man just admitted for intestinal obstruction, and
as his sufferings were greal we put a trocar into his colon. It
gove him great relief, and the operation was altended by no
barm.” The case is reported by Dr. Hilton Faggn iu the Guy's
Hospital Report, 1569.

“ At present, wo can say that in extreme tympanites after
failure of the remedies it is highly desirable to tap the intes-
tine,’ says Dr. Braxton Hicks, and con’inues, “perhaps when we
know more of the operation we shall find the risk of extravasa-
tion less than supposed, and then wo may say that in such
cases the operation is not only highly desirable bnt necessary,”
— Medicai News. .

BROMIDE OF CALCIUM AS A NERVINE.

According io Dr. William A.Hammond (Boston Med. & Surg.
Jour.), “Bromide-ofealcium is a white erystalline substance, very
soluble in water, and readily decomposing on exposure to the
atmogphere fv 2 few minutes. The aqueoussolution is ac first
colorless, but it soon ..ecomes tawny from a portion of the bro-
mine being set free. Its tasto is similar to that of the bromide
of potassium, though somewhat more pungent and disagreeable.
The formula of bromide of calcium is Br. Ca., and its combining
eqivalent is 98 (Br. 78, Ca. 20=98); 100- grains, therefore, con-
tain about 79'5 grains of bromine. The dose is from fifteen to
thirty grains or more for an adult. It is especially useful in
those cases in whick speedy action is desirable, as, owing to its
instability, the bromine is readily set free, andits peculiar action
on the organism obtained more promptly than when either of
the other bromides is administered. Chief among {hese effects
is its hypnotic influence ; and hence the bromide of calcium is
particularly beneficial in caseg of -delirium ‘remens, or the in-
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somnia sesulting from intonse mental labor or excitement. Thus,
1 gavo a gentleman who, owing to business anxieties, had not
slept for soveral nights, and who was in a state of great excite-
ment, a singlo doso of thirty grajus. Ho soon fell into a sound
sleep, which lusted for seven hours. The next night, as he was
wakeful, I gavo him . like dose of bromide of potassium, but it
was without effect, and he rem..ned awake the whole night.
The subscquent night ho wasas indisposed to sleep as ho had ever
been, but a dose of thirty grains of bromide ofcalcium gave him
eight hours of sound sleep, and he awoke Wwith all unpleasant
cerebral symptoms—pain, vertigo, and confusion of ideas—en-
tiroly gone. In a number of other instances a single dose has
sufficed to induce sleop, a result which rarely follows the admin-
istration of one dose of any other of the bromides. In somé
exhausted conditions of the recvous-system, attended with groat
irritability, such as are frequently met with in hysterical women.
and which are indicated by headache, vertigo, insomnia, and a
imental condition of extrome excitement, bromide of caleium has
proved in my hands of decided service. Combined with the syrup
of the lacto-phosphate of lime, it scarcely leaves anything to be
desired. An eligible formula is—R. Caleii. bromidi 31i; syrup
lact. phos. cal. Ziv. M. ft. sol. Dose, a teaspoonful three times
a day in a little water. In cpilepsy I bave thus far seen no rea-
son for preferring it to the Lromide of polassium or sodium,
except in those cases in which the paroxysms are very frequent,
or in cases occurring in very young infants; of these latter,
several, which had previously resisted the bromide of potassium,
have yielded to the bromide of calcium. It does nct appear to
cause acne toanything like the extent ofthe bromide of potassium
or of sodium.”

NEW REMEDY FOR SMALL-POX. ;

Xylol, xylene, or ethyl-benzine as it has been respectively
called, is one of a homologeus series of hydrocardons, of which
the well-known benzine and tcluene form the two first. Thesé
hydrocarbons.are all formed from coal tar naptha. Xylol was
first procured by Hugo Muller, but its nitro-compound had -pre-
viously been discovered by Warren De Ia Rue-in 1856. Coal tar
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naptha issubmitted to fractional distillation: an.il the part which
boils at 141" is separated, this is submitted to tho action of fum-
_ ing sulphuric acid, which dissolves the xylol and leaves the
other hydrocarbons. The xylol is then separated by distillation
from this mixture.

Xylol is said to have been used by Dr. Zuelzer, the Senioxr
Physician ai the Charité Hospital at Berlin, with great success
in cases of small-pox. The theory of its action would appear to
Le that xylol is taken up by the blood, and acts as adisinfectant,
The vapour seems to the writer to possess faint, and not very
well marked, anmsthetic properties—this may be due to the
presence of a small quantity of benzol, or the other hydrocarbons.
The antiseptic properties of this group of compounds are well
known, and thus probably the specific action of this one. The
boiling point is. variously stated at 139° to 140°. The specimens
examined by the writer, gencrally commenced to boil at abont
135° C. The specific graviiy was -866.

It is said that the purity of xylol is of importance, bit un-
fortunately there is no very ready method by which the ordinary
practitioner might detect its purity. It should bo soluble in
faming sulphuric acid, but it is not soluble in the ordinary sul-
phuric acid- of the Pharmacopeia. ]

It has a faint odour something like benzol, and an aromatic
taste. The doge is three to five drops for children ; ten to fifteen
drops for adults every hour to every three hours. It is quite
harmless in reasonable doses. In Berlin it is given in capsules.
As it is very insoluble the-best method of giving it would be in
an emulsion of almonds. 'When once assimilated it is rapidly
oxidized in the body, this fact being demonstrated by the pro-
duction of & peculiar odour in the urine, which, however is.quite
distinet from. xylol itself.—C. R, C. Tichborne, F. C. S., Medical
Press and Circular.

VEGETABLE POWDER. ' ’
According to the Mouvement Meédical, “ vegetabls powder '
is-for some purposes superior as an aplication: to linseed meal.
Unfortunately; the nature or-composition of ‘the: preparation is
1ot given, yet the following remarks regarding it may have 4n
interest for some of our readers:
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The powdor 10 question 15 finely granulatad aod dark cvloured,
more 5o than hnsoed meal, 1ts vdour reminds vne of vicaginous
graing; s taste 13 sweetnh.  Applied to the wnguo this powdor
£iv0s a sonsation ot freshness, 10 which succoeds ono lightly
aerid. It 1s casily soluble 1n water, and when mixed with &
httle saliva diatoly a5 laginous colsist-
enco.

Tho last proporty shows tho vory hydromotic puwer of thi®
powder, which wo continue to call, for want of a better namo,
“vegotabte porder, ' 1n tact, whilo being vory finoly granulated,
1t gives to the inger & seosation of the dryness whieh linsced
moat feaves; 1t absorbs a great quantity of water, and with a
§poontul of this powder a poutuice the size of onos two hands
may bo mado; tius prosents tho appearance of very suft pulp,
moro equatty mixed with water than that obtawned from linseed
meal, and preserving 1ts hunudity much longer.

Water is overything in a poultico. If it is more cfficacions
n this form than as a louon, 1v 13 because the puultice bas a cer-
tain woight, reduced certamnty as mach as posaible, but much
greater than that of a bandago steoped 1n fluwd, 1L1as also kopt
16 its place by a shight pressure, those ddierontactions couse thy
water to penotrate moro closely 1nto tho ussues. The poultice
13, 50 to ¥poak, but & medium for the fluwd, of what use s 1t theo
when.the water which 1t d has plowly ovay 1?
The first conditio, therefors, of a poultico is to presorve as long
as possible tho water omployed in its' proparation.

But it may bo said that it is casy to make a linsced-meal
poultico moro bydromotic by mncreasing tho proportion of meal ;
in other words, making tho pwaltico thicker. This 1s truo, but
at tho same time it would be both cruel and usoless to try to
persuade & person suffering from phiegmon or poritonitis to keop
a woight on tho affected part.  The second condition, therofore,
of a poultico is to bo aslight as.possiblo, so that the placo which
18 nflamed and 10 pmn shouid eauly endure this therapcutic
means of enro.

Tho “vogetablo powder presonts uus double advantago,
boing vory hydrometis and absurbing much water it can be used
i small guantiues, furmiog & sult and very deep paste,.and
furtber, by reason of s shight bulh, very hgbt.  But besides

q
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this, the speaific gravity of tho puwdor is loss than the linseed
meal, so that lightness js addod to persistont humidity tv make
of a poultice propared from this cabstance s typical production.

Let us add, that linsced meal cuntains acrid matter which
¢xcites tho skin, and a-fatty vil, which, in countact with the air,
absorbs oxy gun, dusilupes futty alids, and, su tu speak, produces
rust, another causo of cutancous irritation. ‘Lhe « vegotable
powder™ is luss disposed t produce this last phenomenon. We
do not exy that the incunvenionco is catiruly obviated, but we
believe it s less than when linsced meal is omployed.

The first improssion whivh the pationt exporicncus ty whom
a poulticc made of this puwder is applied, 13 a senssuon of freshe
ness, in afew momonts & slight reavtion suporvenes, heat wrives,
but-this is not great, and je mercly tomporary, freshuess soun
returns, and remains as lung as the applicatiun lasts, this may
be prolonged for a considera blo time on aecount of the light
weight of tho poultice.

Loultices of this descriptin have recently beon applied to 8
case of au iufunt affected with peritunitis, in a case of phlegmon-
ous crysipelas, of two porsous with abscess of the armpit, of
eesoral fumalos affec ted with metritis or-moto-petitunitis, snd in
one of phlegmun uf the breast , alsv of a paticnt who had suffered
apwands of & yoar With scrofulous ulcer of the armi,—in cach in-
stauce with comploto suvcess, —Medical Press and Curcular,

SCARLET EFFLORESCENCE OF THE SKIN, PRODUCED
BY THE EXTERNAL APPLICATION QF BELLADONNA.

By J. G. WiLsox, M.D., F.RS.E., Professor of Midwifery
1n Anderson’s Univorsity , Physician-Accouchour
to tho Glasgow Maternity Jospital, &e., &e.

The twv tolluwing cases, in which the external aso of ‘Lella-
donna produced an oxanthematous oruption on the skin, resem-
Uling that of scarlot fovor, appear to mo desurving of revord.
That bellad wlen ad 1 internally, sumetines -pro-
duces n eseutlot rash on the skin, 13 a circumstance whick haslong
beon known. The fact that it oveasiwnally dous su is shown by
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its introduction mto practico as a prophylactio ur provontive
against-searlet fovor, 1n accordanco with the homwopathio axiom
of “similia simitibus curantur.” A searinunowd vruption from the
external uso of bolladonua 13 cortmnly very unusual,  Altbough
I havo for several years past frequently and freoly applicd bella
donna oxtornally as an ati-lactescont, both in hospital and in
privato practice, tho two foliowing cases are tho unly wstasces in
which I have obsorved any scarlatinoid rash asa result of ila
ompleyment.

Case L—AMrs. L , aged 26; primipara: sanguino tem-
perament: was delivered of' o tino healthy cluld aftor a labour o]
no unusual difliculty. In tho course of a fow days after confine.
ment, it beeame obvious that, owing to a defectivo condition of
the nipples, there was little or no prospoct of her being ablo to
nurso the snfant; and, consequently, ali attompts at Jactation
woro abaudoned.  Tho usual means tor arresung the sccrction of
milk wero had to; and, notwith fing tho use of sal.
ino laxatives, abstinenco frow hiquids, &c., tho breasts hecamo very
full, hard, and-painful.  On finding this to be the caso I ordered
tho broasts to bo well rubbed with the baliadonna hnment might
and morning. This treatment was regulariy continued for threo
days, with the offect of reducing the ongorgement of tho breasts
very much. On the 4th day from th~ tirst apphication of the bol-
1ad my ion.was di d to a bright scarlet cruptivn on
tho paticnt's faco and chest, and which, 1n less than tiwolve hours,
had extended nearly over the ontiro surface of the body. I should
mention that prior to tho appearanco of this eruption no fobrilo or
othor unfavourabie symptoms had supervened—the pulse was
geuorally calm, and'tho skin cool.  The appearanco of this crup-
tion naturally alarmed my pationt very much—tho pulso roso
frequoncy, aod"thoro was a marked mncrease in the temperature of
the body. She complained, morcover, of a shight sorencss and
dryness of tho throat; moro or loss restlessness, and a tondeney
(o delirium ; thero was indistinctnoss of vision, with dulated pupils.
On oxamination of tho throat 2 shight degreo of reduess was ob-
served about tho fauces. Tho L of theso symptoms, ai-
though suddon and irregular in their occurrence, led me naturally
to suepect puerperal 1 , and I, quently, began to
dread tho ultimato result.  In the behief thon ontertained that I




Scarlet Effiorescence. 383

bad to do with a caso of scarlet fever, tho treatmont apprupriate to
that diseaso was nt onco resorted to. Tho oruption remained well
out for threo days, and tben gradually disappeared,, and with the
dissppearanco of tho cruptiva the pulse becamo calm, the skin cool,

and soro thront vaoisk Tho pupils, i ined more or
lessdilated for several days aftor tho other symptons bad dcpartod

The urine-was examined from time to time, and found free from all
traces of albumen. Thero was not the slightest appearanco of* any
desquamation-of tho cuticle. Tho patient had suffored from scarla-
tina when a child, and Had not boon exposed, so0 far as she knew,
to contagion, before her confinemnent. She made a speedy and
good recovory.

Tho sceond case occurred a feww months subscquent to the
former.  Mrs. , aged 27, multipara: of aleuco-phlegma-
tic habit of body.  After somo-unusual excrtion, was suddenly
scized with parturiont pains, and after a short and rapid labor
was dolivered of a promature stillborn child. There was no
other notablo peculiarity about tho labor. On the 3rd day after
accouchement, the breasts became very much distended aed vory
peinful. She was told to tako saline aperionts, to aveid fluids,
&ec. As this had littlo or no offect in rolicving the tumified
breasts, I ordered thom to bo rubbed twice a day with tho lini-
montum belladonnre.  Threo days after this treatment had beon
tricd, tho breasts becamo greatly reduced in size, and tho pain
was almost gono. Tl liniment was now di inucd. On the
following morning, the nurso called my attention to a scarlet rash
over the pationt’s chest, and which by the evening had Lecome
diffused over tho entire body. Tho pulso, which had before been
calm, was now 98, and tho skin was hotter than usual. She com
plained of indistinct or confused vision, ‘dryness of the throat,
and thoro was a slight tondency to delirium.  On examination,
tho pupils were found much dilated and sluggish, and thore was
a little redness about the fauces, At first sight I was disposed to
consider tho caso as onc of searlatina, bat ultimately camo to the
conclnsion that tho sy mptoms just described aroso from the ab-
sorption of tho belladonua.  Tho previous caso, the dilated pu-
pils, &c., the absenco of the usual premonitory symptoms of scar-
lating, chills, lawsitudo, headache, &c., tongue nut presenting the
whito strawborry louk ro charactoristic of mild scarlet fever,
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wore the pounts on whivh my disgnoms was based.  Avting upon
this view.ot the eavo, L presurived opta 1o small and froguontly
ropeated doses. In tour-dags.ibe cruption had quite dsappuared,
tho puiso bocamo onim, and the skin cvol. The papils did not,
bowever, regmn their nurmal 5120 for ' 1ow days Juagor.  Thoroe
was not the jeast desquemation ot the skio. The pauent ro
cevored yuiekiy and woll. Tho cumy L otd

ot the skin, the porsistent dilatation of the pupils, aud the pati-
onts rapul recovery tond, I think, w prove the currectness ol my
dingnoste—Glasgow Medical Journal,

..

STRUCTURE OF THE RED BLOOD CORPUSCLES.

Nothing can better illustrate the dificulties that besot the
deternunation of tho minuto points of microscopical inquiry than
the discropancy of opinion that cxists amongst tho best observers
in rogard to tho structure of tho rod blood-corpusele. For maay
years it was held to be lmhxput'\bly a coll, and to consist of a
definite celfwall it] ts. For some timo past,
howevor, a chango ofopxmon hag beon visiblo; and in most of
our text-books of physiology, if it bo not oxpressiy stated, 1t isat
least hinted at as probable, that tho corpusclesaro b
somi-sotid bodics, tho surf'xcc of \vhxch may perhaps bo a little
moro condensed than tho intorior. Thoe remarkable experiments
of Mr. Roberts, of Manchester, on the action of tho anilin and
tannin, thougd at first apparently in favor of tho cell theory,
were yet quently idered to bo oxplicablo on the theory
of homogencity, by supposing that theso agonts hardened the
surface, and 50 led to tho phenomona observed.  The pecuharity
and persistence of tho form of tho red corpuscles, and their be-
havior on the application of pressure, are certainly in favor of this
lattor viow. A paper, howevor, by Dr. Joscph Richardson, of
Philadelphia, which wo have just recoived, speaks strongly in
favor of tho old cellular view. This gontleman’s oxperiments
woro conducted upon the Menobranchus, which ho obtained from
tho Cayuga lako in Westorn New York, the blood corpuscles of
which animal are, as is woll known, gigantic, boing about 216
timos larger than thoso of man.  In endenvoring to discover
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sumo undications vf-the prescucs of o cell wail, be found quite un-
wapratadly ibat e wlordd putien pvssexvu tho romurhalle
prupurly of ryoluiiicing ®ith great tv waihan 1ts eniclupe.

Dr. Richardson states u..u, on elighliy concenuating the Mool of
this amimal, ouo ur vy erysialy form an almost overy corpusy’s,
and the offoct of that futmation aod clongativi je previsely sha
wo might oxpect.to by produced by Ludics of siauiac shaps wou-
tained withun an urdinary Lladder partially flles watbiflud, tho
onds uf tho vorpueciv buiisg i svine itslanees taass, vay Ll the
length becomes a third greater and its Lreadth correspondingly
diminished, tho nuclous boing closcly compressed against tho
prism. In othor instances, whero tho corpuscles lie across, the
whole corpusclo a lozongo or lar form, in which
state it may bo i dry. Dr. Richardson furthor arguos—
though this is less eatisfuctory ovidonce - that on briskly stirring,
freshly drawn blood with several times its-volume of water, the
coloring mattor can bo withdrawn, leaving tho coll membranoe in-
tact. And finally, ho has succeeded in dividing a corpuscle un-
der tho miscroscope with & sharp needlo, the contents eseaped,

while the coll-wall shrank up around the nuclous into a perfectly
hyalino particlo.  From those rosearches ho concludes that the
older theory, which assorts that the red corpuscle of the verte

brates gonorally are vesicles, each composed of a delicate, color-
less, inelastic, porous, and porfectly floxible coll-wall, onclosing a
colored finid, which is somotimes erystalizablo and is frcely misci-
ble with water, oxplains tho physical phenomena presested by
the red globule far moro satisfactorily than any othor hypothosis
that has hithorto-beon advanced.

Without disputing the acouracy of the observations here re-
corded in roferenco to.the corpuscles of tho Amphibia we would
just remark that it by no moans follows that tho structure of the
corpuscles of tho higher animals is at all similar, and wo are
still disposed to hold tho opinion of Dr. Gulliver, that, in mam-
mals at least, the.7id corpuscles are nuclei, and as such are pro-
bably homogoncous in composition, and destituto at any rate of
a proper ¢ol-wall.—ZLondon Lancet.
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A PLAN FOR FACILITATING THE REDUCTION OF
STRANGULATED IIERNIA BY TAXIS.

* Tho ubjeets w bu attancd wvho teaumont of hotins e a
state of surangulaun, aro thy roicaso of the protcudad paite fiva
strieture, and wou replacomont witha thio wldoton, proyided
they nvv in a suntable comdiuote Tlase viuite s1v usaally
suught Lo by avotmpished cibor by Wwais o by vpurastivn sath
tho knifo.”

Sowo years ago, a nurse in one ol the medical wardo i the
Meauhs Husprtal hud o reducblo fomoral bormu, Sie negloctad
o wear 4 trusy, and onio day 1L cubsequently budane stisngu
lated. My tathor, being the surgeon vn duty, toied taxes, as Jdid
alsv tho vibor surgeuns, Without suwuss,  Alier cutsultalion, au
operatiun Wi decided un, bup overy argunent fuled Lo persuade
tne patient w submit—sho would rathor die than bo cut. After
tho surgeons hud loft, tho chinical clerk (sinwo o very distin-
guished medieal officor in the army) and I thought it a good
opportunity to study the relation of the ring to tho sac. Thc
result of our oxamination not a littlo surprised us. On with-
drawing my finger from tho ring into which I had inserted it,
we henrd a distinct gurgle. My follow-studont pressed the
tumour, aud 1t paseed e o abdomen.  The paticul livad for
mapy yuars aflerwards, and purfurmod Lier Juties in the hvspital.
I have since frequently tried to repeat this bappy mancusre,
and with most satisfactory results.

For inguinal hornia in tho male, the index finger is applicd to
the lowest part of the scrotum. This is invagioated (as io
Wautzer's operation for radical curo), tho finger boing passed
behind. tho testiclo and cord up to tho cxtornal ring. The hernial
tumour s thes pressed dowuwards over the fugor lowade the
back of the hand, svas to mako the siraclures i the ring tense,
and cunsequouniiy smallor.  The magioatng finger s then-forced
trmiy upwards and vuiwards 1o the dicccbwie of (bo antornal
ring.  Assuon as the finger s fiomiy guspad, the baud shvald
bo shghuy irued, aod the nnger pushed whards the ouddle
fine.  Cupsidorable furco may bo satoly apphed in s way, a3
all the delicato sirucsures aro bobind the Logor, which acts
manly on tho stricture.  On withdewing Uhe Gugus, the hernia
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can usually bo casily retarned. Tho same prisciple is cqually
applicable to femoral hornia. This-plan may have occurred to
othors; but if so, it is perhaps not gonoraily known, and any
suggestivn by which o cutuing vpecatwn miay bo maloly avvided
13 awoptablo v the practeal surgeon. My wllvagus, M. Porter
¢surgoun tu tho Queen in Trvland,, was muck pleasud with the
success of thia plan 10 a case of wguinal hora swrangulated
four dags, and he has ewne tried 1t hunsdf wuh vatisfactory
resulte,

Tho advantages which Leluin for this proceducs amn—1. The
strangulated purtion ol o mng s dilawd bulure any pressure is
apphied 1o tho bywel, 2. Much greater forvo may Lo applicd o
dilato thun could safoly bo Lroughi 1o buar whea the dudestine
atsoll 18 vmpluyed fur dilation, o3 s widanary tazis, 3. There is
muchgreator probabiity of rolurnng the buwel into e abdo-
mon in a goud cunditivn, and, wonsequontly, in & samber of-Lases
avoiding a dangerous surgical operativn.—Dr. Smyly in the
DBritisk Medical Journal.

- e———

MANAGEMENT OF EPILEPSY.

Dr. Brown-Seguard rewimmend sy in tho toaimonyolf vpropsy
the fulluwing combinuiion of the bronudes of sitoniune sl
potassium :

i
Potassii bromidi, 5
Ammonii bromidi,
Inf. columbo, 3vj.;

8. A weaspovuful beurs vach of the thive muals, and thrws
teaspoonfuls at bedtimo, with a Littlo waler.

Dr. Robort Bastholow s (Foh Fund Trize Esuayy pan of
treainiont cuumsia 1 gavisg o pumder, coblainug Lo sucuplos uf
bromiudo of putassiein dissuised 11 wator, thevs tiaes o day, and
after thy cessation of the parvzysms a drachm duso at bed-tine
ouly. It isnow woll knota chat & patiwnt cannvt vmit hus dose
for a singlo day witkvut duvger ol having the attacks roturn, and
ho cannot Lo cutsdored oxemptanul ho hus passed two yoars
without a convulsivo seizuro.
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To provont tho devolop of bromism, Dr. Brown-Séquard
isin the habit of combining arsonic with tho bromlds of potassivm.
Sinco using this combiuation, he has not obsorved sc much the
dobility caused by its prolonged administration. Tho uso of
iron, strychnia, tho hs pophosphites, is also indicated to maintai
the health of epiloptics during a eourso of bromido of potassium.
Tho hygenical means consist of abundast food, wine, outdoor
employmont, and a earcful rogulation of tho moral lifo.— Medical
Dress and Cireular.

Tug CoNcouns 1y FRANCE.—A competition by concours for
the_office of surgeon to the Charité Hospital at Lyons commenced
on Decomber th, and lasted four days. Thoro wero six candi
datep—Drs, dubert, Christét, Fochicr, Loriche, Magnion, and D.
Mollizra. Tho subjects of competition wero: 1. A lecturo of
twentyfivo minutes’ duratior. on tho anatomy and physiology of
tho band; 2 A description of the influsnce of pregnaucy on
t ism, and the infl of t ism on pregnancy; 3.
A description of erectile tumours, and ligature of tho fomoral
artery in its lower third; 4. A writton account of a clinial case
(traumatic leston of the elbow ina chnld); 5. A climeal lecturo on
tho caso of a child aged 12, who had pes valgus, and had been
admitted into huspital in consequenco of the foot having become
painful  The contest, which appears to have beon o vory close
one, onded in favour of M. Fochior.

SULPHATE OF IRON AS A LOCAL APPLICATION IN PHLEGMASIA
DoLeNs.—Dr. R. W. Crighton was led many years ago to employ
the sulphate of iron as a lucal application 1n phiogmasia dolens,
from its great success reported by Vidpeau from s use loesily
in eryripelas It had been employed oxclusively in that form of
phlegmasia dolens commencing at the calf of the log and oxtond-
ug upwards to tho groin, whore tho veins are chicfly involved.
It had beon applied as a lotion (twosty to thirty grains to one
ounce of water), as hot as thy pationt would comfortnbly bear 1t,
ﬁonornlly‘by means of spongic-piline. All the cases so treated

ad mado good and rapid recoverics, contrasting favourably
with cases formorly treated by lecching and ordinary hot fumonts-
tions. Muriated tincture of jron was, at tho samo timo, given in
largo doses. Tho eame micthod uf ireatmont was suggested in
othor cases of phlebitis. The acuion of theso remedies was
referred to their powor of controlling vascular dilatation, and also
to their antisoptic powers.—DBritisk Medical Journal.
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COLLEGE OF PHYS'CIANS AND SURGEONS' HALL.

Tt is now six years sunco tho Medical Council was calied nte
existence, and yot the Mombors have no Collogo or bulding in
which to meet, or hold their oxaminations. This is & circum.
stanco very much tv Lo regrotted, and one which domands the
most serious cunsid Itas dingly dfficalt
to obtain at the proper time n suitable building in which to meot,
besides the troubloand annoyance,notto say inconvenionco, swhich
is occasioned by it. It is gonerally conceded by all that tho
future meotings of tho Council should bo hold pormanently in
Toronto  The situation is most central, aad woll suited for the
yormanent establishmont of such an insutution as 18 required by
the Council. A building sufficiontly large could be ecrected for
a moderato sum, and wings could bo added at a subsequent-period.
It should have nffices for the various officials, an Examination Hall,
Library, Museum, &., but in the meantme a muderato sized
building would suffice. Wo aro of opmion that 1f this watter
were properly bronght under the notico of tho Government with
the unanimous approval and support of the profession through-
out the country, a grant might be vbtaioed suffuiont to erect
 building for the uso of the Council. It cannot bo amd of tng
that it is sectarian in ity naturo, and wo can thoreforo soo no
8ood reason why it should mot recoive tho attention of tho
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Govornmont.  Tho pruceeds of the Culivge at present aro no
more than suficiont to pay the working exponavs of the Council,
and therefors sumo schomo must bo adupted @ urder te sovure
funds for tho purpose above montioned.

If tho Council had a building of their own in which to moot
thoy could lhon \nux much luu trouble and oxponso hold their

lly. In fact, theso cxamina-
tions should Lo hold moro frequontly, su that no injustice may be
done to thoso candidates who may fail to puss i uno or two sub
jecta.at tho final examination. [t ia certainly a great hardship
to compel tho unsuccossful student to wait a year before ho can
again present himsolf for examination. In referonco to this
mattor wo would suggest in the meantime the lmupnety of grant-
ing permits to practico in tho interval in cases in which the
candidate may havoe failed in ono or two of the less important
subjects, such as, for oxamplo. Practical Chemistry, Mcdical
Jurisprudenco, or Sanitary Scienco.

Whilo upon this subjoct wo take occasion to rofor to tho ro-
‘marks of tho Ex-President of tho Council, Dr. Covernton, in
his address at tho December meeting, in referonce (o tho remis-
sion of subjocts accorded our graduates at the Royal Collogo of
Surgconk, London,—of all cubjects but Anatumy, Surgery, and
Physiology, aud we think that in turn an cquivalont romission
at least should bo accorded to all graduates of this and othor
British Colloges. Wo would ovon go farther than this in rofer-
ones to Canadian graduates who have gono to England and
passed theso Colloges, by admitting them to registration withont
any oxamination. Suroly the Council should bo satisfied with
tho p ional status of Canadian graduates who bavo received
tho additional degree of M.R CS., or L.R.C.P,, in London or
Edinburgh, without dragging them through another oxamina-
tion. Besides, wo maintain that ovory and con-
sideration should bo shown to those "ruduntcs who have the
ambition, the cnergy, and the dotermination to qualify them-
selves so thoroughly for the practico of their profession.

1t is cortainly most illiberal to forco these young men who
havo a status cqual, if ot superior, to that of many of thoir
examiners, to pass through the urdeal of another xamioation,
with the attendant loss of timo and furthor draln upou thoir al-
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roady depleted purses. We trust, and feol confident, that tins
w'lt rereive the attuntion of the Counuil, aud that svoner or intor
justico will bo dune, by enactmcat of necessary, o this most
deserving clnes of men.

VOTES AND COMMENTS.

VaccisaTion 18 Vartona.—Tyndate in the Medicai Record,
strongly recommonds vaccination 1n smalt-pox provious to tho
cxucurbalivn of the fever on tho third day Hlo mantmns that it
will eut short the diseaso by rolieving the gencral symptoms of
small pox, and causing a well-marked cruption on tho spot vacei-
nated.  Tho pregress of the vesiclo 1k very rapid, owing, he sup-
poses, tu tho wucrensed activity of tho eapillary earculation.  Tho
abovo idea is nut new to tho profession, but 13 onc which Las not
reecived that attention which 1t morits.

A writer in the Medical Record of March Ust, takes the Medi-
cal attendants ot tne Prince of Wales to task for not issuing more
scietific wumeting  in roforenco to the condition of the
Royal.pationt, 1gnoring as thoy did the new method of clinical
deseription, Thermometry and Sphymography. He complaing
that ruch expressions as * botter,” * worso,” * rallying,” “sink-
ing," “rclapsing,” and finally, “recovering,” are unscientifio,
aod do not accurately express the real condition of tho pationt.

e may bo rominded, howerver, that theso buliotins wero
expressly for tho-public, and would not have beon undorstood jf
oxpressed in other and moro sciontifio terme, Weo have no doubt
also, thiat theso eminont men kopt a mmnute scientific record of
the stato of tho patient, frem which theso bullotins wero mado
for tho bonefit of the public. It would not havo oncumbored
thom much, howover, to have expressed the tempora-
turo, respiration, and pulsation, for tho benefit and satisfaction of
the profossionai public also.

Coxyoint ‘Examingya Boarp.—It 15 statod that il of the
English Univorsitios havo accepted tho Draft sohomo. as proposed
by.tha Colloge of Physicians and Collogo ot Surgeons, England,
for a Conpint Examimng Board. It 18 quito likely that this
gcheme will soon be carriod into effoct.
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OvarioroxMy WiTioUT (nAMr ok Lteatvae—Dr. J. F.
Mner, of tho Buflate Medecal and durgical Journal, deseribes a
new method of oporating tn tho removal of ovariau tumors by
enucleation, without higatare, clamp, or cantery.  Tho process of
enucleation of the tamor at its pedicio in thy ¢fses recurded by
him, was attonded with very littio hwmorrhago—uut any moro
than occurred 1n tho brosking up of the adhesivns clsowher, and
tho operatior: was easily portormed, the pedide boing as roadily
soparnted as tho to tho ) tum, and
othor parts.

Travtatic TETaNUs—RECOVERY - A caso of Traumatic Tota-
nuy i3 reported by Dr. Cushing in the Pacifir Medical and Surgi-
cal Journal, March Tth. The \\ouml way situated o the enlf of
tho leg. Symptoms of Totanus supervencd about two weeks
after tho reecipt of the Injury. Calabar Lean, & grain of tho
English oxtract, and 15 giains Chloral Hydrato wero admin-
istored overy two hours. Encmata of brandy and morphine
trero aleo ordered. Undor this combination of remedics tho
pationt slowly recovered.

Tae Mrpicat. DEPARTMEST oF Trinity Cotnroe. — The
foll t) have Ny pussed their oxaminations
in this lmmulion-—prlmary, final, or both:—¥. D. Astloy, J.
Albright, O. R Allison, W. Boylo, W. Blake, R. A. Callighan,
G. Griffith, IL Howitt, W. James, R. Kains, T\ Lean, II. Taog,
L. More, J. B. 3foran, C. W. Marlatt, . MoDonald, W. Millman,
A. McKay, H. Ross, G. R. Rathorford, G. Steacy, 8. S. Stophon-
son, J. Tamblyn, S. Wallis and G. Wilkinson,

ExpraxstioN~In consequence of the striko umong tke
printors 1n thig city, wo beve beon unablo t issue the Journal as
usual on-the first of tho month, but hope thut undor the circum-
stancos our readers will excuso the dolay 1n publication,

ReatsTRATION oF Dratus, &c.—A correspundent calls our
sttontion to the fact that tho-present Aect s very imperfectly
compliod with, especially i country districts. In somo instances
taoanedical ‘mans not 1n.attondanco:avtho timorof death, -and
may not be awaro of it for somo time afterwards. In othor
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inetances the doceased may not havo rosided in the sumo distnct
23 the physician, and of wurse ho cannut be expected 10 attend
1o tho rogistration under these circumstances. Wo would sug-
gest that the burden of registzativn bo thrown upon the frionds
of tho deceased, by making it compuleory , and furbidding any
clergyman to colobrato, vr soxton b permit o funoral, withons
%0 production of & ™ burial cortificate,” o Lo oltaned frvm the
Division registrar. It must cuomo to this il we over expect to
have a more puifect rogistration uf deathe.  We maintain that
tho duty of registoring denths should not be shounldered upon the
medical attondant. A great deal of gratuitons work is necessa.
nly imposed upon medical men, as overy goneral practitionor
knows—without being wmpolled to attend to a mattor of this
tind. No physician mli refusc to 6ill vut the certificate as to
tho cause ot death, when it 1s brought to lim, and that 13 all
thut should bo required of him.

TriviTy CoLLraE.- -A special Conyocation of this Univer-
sity will bo held on the 12ih innt. (April), fur cunferring degrees
in medicino.

Oxsrario Mepicar Couxcir.—The professionsl examinationy
in this Collego will bo hold in thoe Convocation Hall, Toronto
Uhnisersity, cummeonving on the 3rd, and continming until tho Ytk
inst,

Hoxons.—Tho followiryg goutlemon, members of the modicat
staff of Trinity Collogo, woro clected to the fellowship of the
Obstotrical Socioty, London, on the 5th ot February last.—Nor-
man Bothuno, B.A,, M.D., Edi. , M.R.C.S,, Eng,, &e., J. Alger.
son Tcmple, M.R.CS,, ¥ng.; J. E. Konnedy, B.A, MD. Dr,
Agnew, of this city, was a0 olected a fellow of the above Socioty.

Errcrions.- -Dr. Yeumars, of Mount Forest, hasing been
assured of the suppurt of a largoe number of fricuds, hus cunsonted
ta bucome a candidato.for the rop ion of-tho Saugeen and
Brock Division.in the Medical Council, at the nest olection.

Dr Bray, of Chatham, has withdiawn lus nume.as a candi-
date for tho roprogontation uf tho Western and.St. Clwir-Division
in tho Medical Council, owing t claums. of professivnal duties
opon his timo. e has rotired in fasor of Dr. Poussotto, ot Sar-
vig, who has boen requested by a number of ‘his- fricnds to be-
ome a candidate for this Division.
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PaarMAcEOTIOAr, —Wao have recoived a samplo of pills and
grarules propared by William Warner & Co., Philadeiplia, and
wo bog leave to bear our testimony to the cureful manner in
which they are put ap.  “I'ho pills are boautsfully sugar.coated
and of moderato size  Tho g tes aro & most and
pl t mode of admini: & vuch r dies as acid,
strychnine, &c. We can confidently rccommeund theso prepara-
tions to tho profcssion.

AvrorxryeNss,—Thomas Ienry Thornton, M D., of the
villago of C to bo an Associato Coroner for Princo
Ld\\'lrd. Dr. Wi rwht of the village of Waterlao, to bo Associate
Coroner for tho cvuaty of Waterlco

Vicrorta CorLEGE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT ExAMINATION.—
‘Pho following gentfomon have passed their oxamination ---
Final—1J. 8. McCallura, (gold medalist), Aogue Nicho), (silver
medalist}; Wilham 8. Boyle, (honorablo montion), M Wash
ington, Colin Campbell, J. A. Abbott, II. Brant, — Shepherd, J
8. Ferguson, T. 8. Barelay and R. Carter. Primary—William
Q. Johnson, F. €. Lawrenco and William Philip.

Arrena MineraL Srrinos —Tho bathing-houses at theso
Springs will be opened for the ccommadation of visitors and
invalids on tho 1st of May, 1872. This is a favorito resort for
those aflicted with chronic ailments of various kinds, and has
beea vory highly spokon of by thoso who have availed them-
solves of it

CORRESPONDENCE.
MEDICAL BILL.

Totho Edtor of tho Canada hnc:k
Sir,~The draft of dment d by the
published in the March numbor o( ﬂm Lwcn, is certainly
anomalous, if not umane. Tho Tth clauso aims at over-ridiag
the Magna Charta and the Bi) of ligbts, by couverting the
Registry- offico in10 a medieal Star- Chamber—whoro the Regis-
trar ig to-be endowed with.absolute power over the moral cha-
ractor and professional status of overy moember of.the Colloge—
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whilo the victim is to be donied tho ordinary redress by appeal.
The inalicnablo right to a fair trial before an impartial and
disinterested tribunal, 1s the palladium of British liberty . Should
a clauso, s0 inimical to tho spirit of modern logisluation, pass
inadvertently the challenge of the law ullicers of the Guvernment,
it would certainly bo disallowed Ly Ier Majesty, or Lo declared
unconstitutioval by tho judges. Thoro is nv reason why crimi-
nals procuring registration through fraud, shouid not be tried by
the ordinary courts, and if found guilty imprisoned, besides hav-
ing their naracs oxpunged from tho record.

Tho 4th clauso is a litexary curiosity—sui gemeris. Tho
inferenco i3 irresistiblo that the framers considoied hat tho
only parties who could evor possibly desico a public recantation
of errory, oxist in * tho goneral tchool ™ alons, as . provisivn
whatever jo made for a public ¢xpurgation of humary, athie aad
eclectic aposlates. Tho intruduction of ~uch a partial clause,
was wholly a work of supciervgation, as no eano physician
could possibly over dusire po strange a motempsychosis, whilo
the coul noglect in not providing for homavpathic recusants, is
a manifestation of heartless misanthropy unworthy of a hboral
profession.

The essential principles in practice for which Eclecties havo
contended, hasing been fully conceded, tho Old School and the
New will neeessanly coalesco, not by legisiation, but by nataral
law. As in countries with a mixed population, the majority in
possession of tho cducational institutions invariably in timo,
impress thoir language and usages on tho minority, so the over-
wholming majority horo, in posscssion of the medical institu-
tiong, in the absenco of dividing principles, will inevitably
absorb the minority.

J. G. Freer, M.D,

S —
PUERPERAL FEVER.

At a recent meoting of tho Medical Sction of tho Canadian
Institute, allusion was made w the provalence of puerperal fover
&t tho presont time, and to the roputed fatality which-had accom-
panicd tho attack in the ncighborhood of Brampton. The treat-
mont which seemed to be must favorably received, as baving



396 The Canada Lancet.

beon must suceessial 1 Toronty, was as folivwa. tuties (cspeci
aity quitstto sid woid gy stimalanie, plonty ub ivutshient, vpiates,
aud, where Batulonco aind 1y upaniis exist, stuadl dusea of lurpen
wno.  In somio cases topurted, as mnch as Sis vunces, of note, of
brandy por diem had been gavon with tho xesult of lowering the
frequeney of tho pulse, and nreasing 1o volume.  Exicinally
applicauons ol bags ot bran stcaiied were woustantly applied hot
W the Juwer part ol the abdomen, - Wazin vagifial sijuctivas and
frequont sponging of the parts.—Com.

BOOKS AND PAMPHLEYS RECEIVED.

Tueg Exe 1x Heartn asxp Diskase. By B. Juy Jeffriey, AN,
M.D. Lectures on the Eye, Harvard Cluversity.  Boston,
Alosaudut Movro,  Torouto . Adum, SWieison & Co. Pp.
119.-

This 18 an adnuralle Lo wurk, and coutuus a fund of
pracucal wlvrmaton.  Ii treats of the anatomy and plysivlugy
of the eye, the varvus discases aud dedeets, the uses of the Opb-
walmescopy, atuhiual oyes, and gasses, I alse wunitaius type
for testing vision.

RestoraTive MEviciNe. B9 Thomas King Chambers, M.D,,
& (Hatveian orauen), sith two seyu s, Phila.. 1L C.
Xea.” Toro ito. Copp, Clark & Co.  Pp. 85.

OBITUARY.

We rogrot 10 avnuunco tho death of Dr. Willinm Hallicr, of
Ennishdien, i the nwnth of August, 1671, o was a-graduate
of Queen s Wiloge, K igswan, and a studony of Traaty Coilego,
Torvniv.  Ho pracused vory suwusslully i the avove lowalily,
and enjuyed & wade spread reputaton. By lus hiducss, #kill,
and auentivn, ho bad won for lumeddf many wata trivids among
by panetits, and was lughly respooied by hus toilun practiwoners.

Law Respectung ¥ papers, &0

1. Subsnibers whu dv aub G170 0Xpross nutice 1o 1he conirary, ars conndered
a3 wishing to continus thoir subscriptions.

3. L subrenabers 01dor (e Giewwbliounace vl thoi Poliudicais vl GENSPRPeTS,
tho puvlshe vr publizhels may cUDUDLG W B¢nd them ol all arroars ato pald
4p , aod subnbors aro hoid reaponnible tur all gumbors seot.

3. If subscrsbors negiout or roluee tu take the perivduals or nowspapers from
tho offiwo to which- they arv dircetoa, thoy @10 hoid rospunuiblo il they bare -
svwlod tbosr bills.  Soadisg aa@beis buck, vi loariog e «a sho ofice, B 2ot
such notice of discon.inaance ss the Jaw requires,

4. 1l subsiisbors remuve o vtber places mihvus sotorming the publisher, asd
abosr peisodicals of aomspapors 56 sent L tho foiles Quiouiivns, they acs hold
responsiblo.




