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MEDICAL CHRONICLE.

ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS,

ARTICLE XV— Rewmarks on Gupshot Dipuries tn the Exvtremities ; from
Observatiors male during the late Wae, By Acdstant Statl Sar-
weon D Woouns, Bieentiate of the Roval Cotlege of Suwreeons, Tre-
fana, &e., qoe.

Inmking the following olsenvations on ganshot wounds of the ea-
tremt e, it 1aust be recollecte 1 that no intention is entertained of wiving

anvthing Lhe a de ailed dewrngption of those accidents, On e contrary,

CTmeely intend to put forward snch facts as came uler my notice, sup-

ported inso e as possible by cases, together with the veflectious, in-
duced ot the time, when the subjects were under creatpuent, and aftor -
wards by the altimate vesudts of the trestment put in foree,

Isbadl commence by afluding to wounds of the shouller.  Of the
Jarger artivulations in the haman body, the shoulder joint is, T am of
opinio., erpable of bearing the greatost amount of injury, with the least
danger to life 5 and, when suitahle treatment has been adepted, a more
usefui Timb is presevved to the patient tian i lkely to be the case when
gun-ho? injuties have befallen other articulations, whether of the clbow,
wrist, knee, or ankle. Tu <o far as my evperienee tends, that exeessive
decree of mflonmation, so imminent afer severe injury to the st mien-
tioned parts, rarely follows injuries to the shonlier; whilst the opera-
tons, whether of excision of the head of the bone, or removal of the
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entire ex'remity by wm_ utation at the joint, are not only more easy of
pe for nance, but also, as & general ule, more likely to turn out succes-
fully than when other joi ts are thus treated. It can be a matter for
doubt no ling v as to whether, afier th - passage of a bullet through the
shoulder joiut 1eparation is pussible, without other interference by the
kmfe than ~u-h s muy be necewary for the iemoval of splintered and
do ached bone 1 Mr. Guthiie having given several cases of such recovery;
o that we may lay it dowu asa rule, ihat in cases where a small amount of
splintering has taken pluce, the limb may be preserved without an oper-
ation. Th. cases are, howcever, very few indeed when conscrvative sar
gery could thus be put to the testj and since the introduction of the
M.nie bullet, such a class of cases must be fewer than ever, since this
missile in its passage through the long bones, or indeed any other struc-
ture, lacerates or breaks to pieces the parts with which it comes in con-
tact, mu-h more than Jdid the round ball; its destructive tendencies in
this respect being attributable to its more readily assuming a flattened
and rugged form, when oposed to any resisting body—Independently of
the cousiderations atluded t), there are others,however, which require
not'ce. For instauce, a bullet may have come in contact with the bones
ent. ring into the formation of the articulation ; the injury appaient may
not scem very great and yet be really so, the flattened portions of bone
being kep tog: ther by the surrounding membranous connections, whilst
the sub-equent inflimmation causes a greater degree of injury in the joint,
giving rise to caries, necrosis, and louger continued suppuration, than is
the case when the shafts of bones aloue have suffered.  The umount of
prolonged suflering, frequently, as we see in other gunshot fractures,
where joints have suffeied, extending over a period of years, induced by
an attempt to save the limb ; the excessive discharge of matter, and the
ultimate bad results to the paticut’s constitution, especially if of scrofulous
diathesis, would, in almost every case, demand of us that at the earliest
possible period after the receipt of the wound, we should remove the
parts injured, either by excision or amputation. That some cases of
iujuwry to the bones entering into the shoulder-joint, may and do recover
withont such interference, I am, however, couvinced of, having had a
case under my own care in which such a result took place; and reflec-
tion on this subject with others has convinced me of the exceeding folly
of laying down dogmatical rules to e followed in the treatment of gun-
shot wounds. Scavcely ever do we meet with two cases alike. The
constitutions of men are so different; the effects of climate ou different
individuals so varied, and the complications from disease—when epidemic
influences are so rife as with an arny in the field—so many ; all these
combined contingencies, require a sound judgment, equally, if not more,
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tpan the teaching of experb noe, on the <urreon’s Pt Aeelds oty
which, wnder “Le oud nary sanitiny conditions prevaiing in eivil hospital-,
woul D speedily tevive, do tou troquently on the tie'd take an unlealihy
and miloohed for actiony exeited by canses over wh e prevention u.o
can exeteise o control, and ndeeed an no small degiee by a sudiden
chamze from a mode of THe of comtort and alinost ¢lo. hwork rewal ety
to vt wWhose eyery feat e s the diveet contrary, ’
T sewrcely possibile for a minsher ball to fractnre a bone, without at
the stine e edensively ~}>]intm'ing that patt of the =haft throwsh
whicfit hag passed, Javing some of the sphintera entirely detaeled,
whilt athers are in prri adierent. Insueh cases it is our uraent duty,
as 20 Lo~ coreomstweees will a'llow after the receipt of the irjury, {n
rem A e by incision those picces which must ultimately come awav : and
vet huw fiequently is this all necessary operation deferied, or altogether
neg'veted 3 the part being merely plie d ina svitable positien, covered
wih dressing, =0 far os the removal of the bone is coneerned 3 and Joft
to nature s and what 1s the result?  Month< and vears roll aw ay,
ahee ssen precede | Iy ong ~ivsesy point at ditferent parts of the injuied
fmb, “requenthy @f a diso wmee from the m‘igm doseat of the aceident,
sprealz atter s denla of bone continne to present themselves, the mus-les
in wiich these pieces of bone by their sharp and jagued edpes take
bold. or are otherwise connected, become inflamed, hardened by
the deposition of lvmph, and finally coutiacted, whilst nature making
altempt - arfter  attempt at reparation, throws out callus  inordinate
in quantity, and in places where such s not requited, so thut
frequently it happens, that a limb which might have been preservel, by
the early opportie removal of the detached portions of bone, to Lecome
& tseful member, rtenpuns at last only aw cncuinbrunee; a lewacy of
suflering, finally to be removed by the knife.  The foregoing picture is
1o I winary one; T have had o number of such ecases under my care,
Tumany of these, months after the receipt of their injurics, no attempts
at repanation had been set up, the broken ends of the boues were re-
united, and through the sinuses could be felt the necrosed picees of bone,
whiose extraction, from the state of the action going on in the part, were
frequantly productive of severe hamorthuge, and from their heing cur-
rounded by eallus or thicken o d muscie, was a matter of no small difliculty,
Now, why shonll this besol Why is the surgoon, ever ready when neces-
sy, to amputate a lind. so disinelined to cut domn on the tractured ends
of a bune for the removal of spliniers, or when in some cases, an incision
might expuse such a state of matters, as might digpose him te remove
the broken ends altogether by suwing them off. and bring two surfaces
ikely soun to uuite  without after bad consequences™ in contact ? a
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practice in my. opinion, not followed out as frequently as it might
be. The fact is, the question in such cases usually resolves itself ingo
two parts; Is it a case for amputation or not? and if not, the knife is
frequently laid aside altogether, when it might be used with the best
tesults; in the removal of broken splinters, &e. ; again, cases requiring
such operations are rarely presented to the surgeon -during bis career
as a student ; these with other causes unnecessary to mention, operate,
too frequently, in the prevention of a practice all necessavy, and without
which conservative surgery has not a fair chance of success.

The following case exhibits an example of injury to the shoulder-
joint, in which recovery has taken place, the limb being preserved
without an operation. Oue or two persons who saw the cas+ a short
{ime after the injury, expressed a doubt as to whether the a:ticulation
had suffered, but having afterwards treated the case myselt during the
man’s return to England, and whilst in the hospital at Poitsmouwrh. I
became satisfied that the joiut had been implicated in the original
injury.

Case—Sergeant Seymour, 23rd Regiment, a young and previously
healthy soldier, was wounded at the final attack on the Great Redan, on
the 8th of Sept,, 1855, by a musket ball, which entering anteriorly, on
a line with the attachment of the capsular ligament of the shoulder joint
to the humerus, passed downwards and backwards, sweeping through the
lateral and dorsal aspect of the arm, about two inches lower down than
the point of entrance. After a caveful examination, some doubt being
entertained as to whether the joint was implicated, it was decided not to
amputate ; several splinters of bone were extracted, and the limb being
placed in a suitable position, properly supported, and kept covered with a
cold dressing, the case was left to develop itself.  Considerable local in-
flammation ensued, followed by profuse suppuration ; large sinuses formed
posteriorly and anteriorly around the joint, and several long and ragged
splinters of bone were removed, but no attempt at reparation of the
injury done to the bone was set up dwing the maw’s stay in camp, from
whence he was not removed until the 15th of January, 1855, I had
this man afterwards under my charge, in the Hospital Transport, Great
Tasmania, whilst returning invalided to England, and subsequently in
the Hospital at Portsmouth; during this period I made frequent in-
cisions down to the bone in the course of the sinuses, and extracted a
considerable number of long and ragsed pieces of bone, which from
their Jength and aspect, cvidently formed a portion of that part of the
humerus entering into the formation of the shoulder joint. I continued
this practice until no more dead bone could be detected, but little or no
improvement took place; nor did the sinuses tend to heal antil towards
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the cluse of the month of April; durirg the Iatter part of this mouth,
however, he improved consilerably. and when he lett Portsooutts Hospi-
tal, in May, several of the sinnses had heaed, and he had par ially
recovered the power of motion in the limb, which previvusly'he vould
not move by his own effort ; his general health also was mu. h better,
The foreguing ease is therefore important from two cireumstinees,
In the fii=t place, as shewing how far we can extend the practic? of con-
servative Surgery in wounds of the jo.nt when we have a voung and
healihy subject to dedd with, and in whom neither a Serofudous nor
a Syphilitic taint existe; cither of which wounld watervially influence the
cots¢ 10 be pusued on the performance or not of an operation.  But
the sceond and mure import:at point remains to be cons de el
We have had a mo-t favon-able subject to deal with, and yet for a
Tenathened jeriod, extending over a space of seven months, no attelpt
at reprra jon whatever was set up 5 whilst the in-essant diseharge of a
large quantity of pus. combined with the constant irritation neces arily
present, and the confiiement to bel, from which, on account of the state
of the finb, the mm could not £ alo g time be remove], bore down
the constitution ; which ha lit ot been originally good, must have given
way. and necessitated the removal of the limb, for the purp se of saving
his life.  Nine months after the original receipt of the injury, when the
man was removed fiom mv charge, reunjon had only commenced, and a
long peri- d mmst still have to elapse before a permanen® recovery, with
a partially disubled irab, could take place. (Mr. Guthrie, in his comuen-
taries on Surgery, has mentioned a case of gnnshot injury to the head
of the humerus, in whivh, years after the re-cipt of the iujury, disease of
the head of the bone s1ifl existed.)  The question then for consi lerstion
is: wouldit uot have been much more preferable in the beginning to have
excised the fiactured portion of brme? the patient, under the influaence
of Cliloroform, could rot have felt the kuife, and the operation is not in
itse f dangerous to life ; neither would the ultimate mutilation have been
grater than ensued {rom the attempt to preserve the limb entire, thus
removing the great objertions to all operations.  The answer to the
question is thercfore obvious. Had excision been performed, the man,
in all likelihood, in three or four months, would have been free from
pain and suffering, and with an equally, if not a more usefel limb, than
is likely to result from the course pursned.  The constant forration ‘aud
presence of sinuses, which in a wound of the joint we cannot avoid, are
in themselves most likely to bring about Caries in sound portions of
the bone; so that we have thus a constant reproduction of disease being
set up, and only to be removed by the removal of the entire part.
Should such a case again, then, come under my notice, T would not leave
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it to nature; T would do the operation of excision of the head of the
bone. It is, however, a happy circumstinee to b aware of, that should
a wound of this joint come before us at a time when Hospizal Gaugrene,
or other malignant intluences affecting the course of wounds, are rife,
we may for a time defer the operation without endanuering ihe patient's
life or ult.mate recovery. dIn some eases, when the head of the humerus
is much shattered, and the seapula implieated in the injury, of course
imnediate operation is the best, and indeed the only remedy ; not alone
on account of the saving of the patient’s health, by the prevention of
inflammation, profuse suppuration, &e., bat also on account of the
liability which is present to the wounding of some of the vessels of tha
part, by the numerous sharp spicula of bone. At least half a dizen
cases have come under my own observation, in which large vessels were
thus wounded, and with fatal results in some of the cases; the constitu-
tions of the men having became so reduced by previous suftering, &, a3
to be unable to benr up against a large hemorrhage. The following
case is an example of this nature.

Cuse.—A. man belouging to one of the Regiments of Guarls was
wounded at the battle of the Alma, by a musket-ball, which fractured
the head of the humerus wit!, the glenoid cavity of the scapula. The man
came under my care about fourteen days after the receipt of the injury,
when undergoing treatment in the ceneral Hospital at Scutari ; from the
extensive injury done to the bones, Lealled the atrention of the Staff Sur-
geon to the fact, that it wasa case requiring amputation, in which opivion
he concurred 3 before, however, arrangements could be made for the per-
formance of the operation, severe heemorrhage set in, and was with
difficulty restrained ; the arm was now immedintely amputated at the
joint, and all injured bone removed, the man was bowever by this time
great'y reduced, and accidental sloughing having attackel ti stamp,
he sank three days after the performanse of the operation. I wmay
however, here remark, that whilst very few of those primary operations,
done on the field of the Alma, and with all the necessary attending
difficultics, failed, very few indeed of the secondary onerations per-
formed at Scutari, when all the needful appliances were at hand,’ Te-
covered.

In the foregoing case, had a primary operation been performed o
the ficld, very httle doubt can remain but that the man’s life would have
been saved -

(%o be continued.)
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ART XII—Statistics of the University Lying-in IHospital. By
Georae E. Fexwick, M.D., Registrar. Dhysivian to the Montreal
Dispensary.

The University Lying-in Tospital was established in the year 1843
throngh the excrtions of the late Dr. MeCulloch, aided by the zealous
cfforts of benevolent ladies.

Since the ficst openiug of this Institution in November of that year,
to the end of May last, 1753 females have participated in its henefits.

From a faulty system of enregistration it is to be regretted that 759
of these cases arc lost to uselulness, {of these T must except 354, some
particulars ot which were published. by Dr. McCulloch, in the Biitish
American Jommnal of Medical Science, vol. 2, page 260), there remain
994 which ave available, and thuse suffier a further reduction of
348 touching the time or perivd of ‘utero-gestation.

I bhave adopted the classifiention of wmost British authors; who
deseribe labour under four distinet heads. .

Ist. Natural Labour, or where the head of the fwlus presents, and
the labour is completed within the period of twenty-four homrs,

2l Protracted Labour, where the head likewise pres nis, but the
labour is prolonged by various causes beyonrd the above mentioned
period, such causes being, irregular uterine action, debility or inertia,
rigidity of the os or external parts, tumours, disorted pelvis, and
mal-position of the fetal head.

3rd. Preternatural Labour. Under this division are included all
presentations other than the head of the foetiis—manual or instrumental
interference in many ca-cs being necessary.

4th.  Complicated Labour. In this form of labour, danger to the
lite of mother, or child, or both ensue, from some accidental canse
unconnected with the presentation, such as hemorrhage, convulsions
retained placenta, rupture of the uterus, &e.

There are four principal positions in which the head enters the
cavity of the pelvis; other four are admitted to be within the hounds
of possibility, which make in all ¢ight positions in which the foetal head
descends during paiturition.

In considering the relative shape of the pelvis and fretal head, it
would be said that four of the above positions, viz.: where the head
enters in the transverse, and antero-posterior diameters, never occur
axcept under certain circumstances, as where the head of the child is
small in comparison with the size of the pelvis, and in deformed
pelves, where the transverse, or antero-posterior diameters are cousider-
ably increased. Naégelé whose evidence is the result of unwearied
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olwservation of the operations of nature, describes but four positions,
Phe mechanism of labour is undoubtedly complicated. Tt is easy ta
multiply varieties in the position of the fietal heal, by insisting on
trivial differences; an ertor, which  retards, l'ather than mdvances,
abs et i knowledge,

The first po-ition, or whete the bead euters the pelvis in the right
oblique diameter, the vociput being towards the left acetabulum and
the forehead towards the rtight sacro-iliac synchondrosis has occurred
911 times in the 1009 cases, equal to about 91 per cent.

"Lhie second position in which the oceiput is towards the right neeta-
bulum, and the forchead towards the left sacro-iliae synchondrosis
has oceurred tweniy-four times,

The third position, the reverse of the firs', has ocewrred in fifteen
casesi and the fourth position the reverse of the second, confe-sedly
the wost raze, has been observed in but theee eases, For the corect ess
of the above T will not vouch,  The Third Pusition is looked upon as
the next in order of fzvqnemx, after the fist, although some authors
desribe the second as being met with in greater proportion than the
thivd,  Nalgelé obscrves that the third position is frequently not
ascertained until it has changed into the secomd position.  He states
that of 96 cases in which the hewl presented originally in the third
position, he chserved it to be delivered in the oceiput posterior diree-
tion in three only.

Face presentations have ocewrred five times, in all, the child was <'ued
in one which was complicated with pue peral convulsions, and in which
the forceps were employed, the life of the child was saved, but the
mother sank comatose four hours after delivery.

The suparivr extremities liuve presented in eight cases, the inferior in
nineteen, and there have been twenty breech presenations.  The funis
was prolap-ed five times, and there has been but one case of placenta
previa, oceurring in an extern.  This latter case is one of great interest
in consequence of its unusual terminatior.

Catherine Tiving'on, aged 37, in lubour with her sixth child, applied
for adin’ssion into the University Lying-in Hospital, on the morning of
the 17th December, 1856.

The IMo-pital being closed in consequence of puerperal peritonitis
having appearel in the wards, she was placed under the care of Mr. D.
T. Robertson, at her own residerce.

On inguiry Mr. B, found that labour had bt recently commenced ; for
seve al wecks | ast she had suffered oceasion al losses of blood, and on one
or two oceasions (the Lusband inforwed me) in gret quantity ; the wo-
man did not present an ex-sanguine appearance, nov was she at the time
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lasing mucl; it came away in gushes with each pain,  On examination
the vs was found tolerably well dilated, but filled with a soft spongv
mass, which impeded the preseuting part from being satisfactorily deter-
mined. Mr. R. diagnesed placenta preevia, and awars of the serivus
nature of the case sent for assistance.

I =aw the woman shortly afierivards. On examination I found the
placenta almost wholly detached, and bulging ont through the vs, which
;ms fulty dilaters, the pains were lingering, and Ly no means severe, with
each pain there wa~ a slight gush of bloud, but the quantity lost was so
¢rifling as not to have atfected the ciren'swting system. I explained to the
husl and that manual interference was necessary, and that it was an oper.
ation attended with risk to his wite,  He requested me to delav until he
had procured the services of her priest, to thia [ consented: shortly after
he left the house our patient was se’zed with & prolonged and vigorous
puin, as 1 passed my hand beneath the bed clothes, the placenta was
shot with considerable force over my knuekles, and the child immediately
followed, the uterus contiacted firmly, and all was well as regarded the
mother, the child, however, was dead.

Mal-presentations have occutied in fifty-<dx cazes; the forceps have
been u-ed in twelve cases, and tuming in six cases.  Forty-six children
were still-born, of these thirty were saved by artificial respiratior and
other mieans ; latterly, Dr. Marshall I1all's read, method has been ew-
poyed with success.

Nine children were born dead, making the toval number lost twenty-
five, Of twenty cases of breech presentations five children were lost, of
eighteen footling cases, four were lost.  Three out of five children were
lost ir whom the funis was prolapsed. Constitutional lues oceunrred in
four women, of these two children were horn dead, one died two hours
after birth, and one left thie hospital alive, both mother and child were
covered with a papular eruption, the result of this case is unknown,

There have been thirteen cases of twins, one child was lost, the pre-
sentation being of the head in the first position.

Triplets nccurred once, the first child came breech foremost and was
lost, the other two followed soon after, in both instances the presentations
were of the head in the first position.

The placenta covered an immense extent of uterine surface. It ap-
peared as if, originally, it had coosisted of three distinet placentas, the
funes were shori, so much so that in the first birth the cord was much
stretched and pressed upon, which accounts for the fatal result. Ot the
mothers fourteen were lost, of there four died of puerperal peritonitis,
four of puerperzl convuisions, and six from other causes.

Haemorrhage bas occurred ten times; seven of these were accidental,
B
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two post partum, and one unavoidable. Four of the children were Jost,
in all the result was favourable to the mother.

Durutin of Lobour., Of all the cases which occurred 373 were
confined before the expiration of the sixth hour from the .vmmenee-
ment of the symptoms, 360 between the sixth and end of the twelnh
hour, 100 from the end of the twelith to the end of the eighteemh
hour, 94 from the end of the eighteenth to the end of the twenty-
fourth hour, 50 from the twenty-foursh to the :md of the rorty-eichth
hour, and 17 over the forty-eighth hour; thus the vast majority
337 cases, were delivered before the expiiation of twehie liours, 194
from that period to the end of 24 houry, while 87 only w_re prolonwed
beyond the 24 hours,

The length of the Funis. This admits of every variety, thusin 31
osses the funis mensured from five to ten inches, 516 measured fiom
ten to twenty inches, 358 from twenty to thirty inches, 67 from thurty
to forty inches, and seven were over forty inches i while on this subject
I may mention a case, which occurred In mny own practice, where the
funis measured fifty-four inches.

Duration of Pregnancy. Ten lunar months, or 280 days is the
time generally admitted to be the usual period from conception to
delivery ; that this period is without variation is far from correct, cases
there are, well authenticated, in which preguancy bas beer prolongeld
to eleven lunar moenths equal to 308 days, and the fact of viable children
being born 2 month or two bLefore maturity is of too common ocemr-
rence to be questioned; the eases here adduced are not wholly
reliable and therefore valueless. I give them hewever »s they are,
the period is dated from the last flow of the catamenia and not as
is usual, to allow fourteen days from that t me.

Thus from 200 to 250 days since the last appearance of the menstrual
flow, there were twenty three women delivered.

From 230 to 260 days, three only.
Fre 1 269 to 270 days, 57 cases.
From 270 to 2 252 ceses.
From 280 to 290 days, 228 cases.
From 290 to 300 days, 6
And over 300 days, 2

1 cases.
1 cases.

When we perceive how varied are the operations of nature iu all
other matters regarding the existence of man, it does scem strarge
to expect regularity in this particnlar,

One woman declared she had menstruated regularly to within sisty
Aays of her confinement, the child was boru at the full time.
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Complications, There have been fifteen complicated cases, one with
drapsy, case fivourable to child, the woma: who was young, ultimately

recoverail; tour ases of puerpera! convulsions have oceurred, all of them
futal to the mothers, three of the children were saved ;ten cases of
heworrha:ze ; one mwonxtrosity, anencephaloid with single nostril, the
presentation was of the shomder and necessitated turning, the child
lived two hours after birth. It is a curious coincidence that this same
woman was re-admitted into the Hospital on the 24th of June last, in
Jabour with her ~econd child, the presentation was again of the shoulder.
T had to turn, which was accomplished with ease, the liguor smnit not
having whelly escaped.  The child had been dead for sote time, but was
perfec, as 1o formation.

KIXD OF LABOUR.

DUBATION OF LABOTR.

[

DURAIION OF PREGNANCY.
NO. OF DATS
__BINCE 1AST CATAMENIA,

Natural, R64 I-‘rom 1to 6 hours,.. 60 day~.. . 1

Preternsturad .. S51.Frométoty do. 2N tn 254 days, 23

Protracted, .. & From12to 13 do. 256 o 260 do. 3

Compliwatend, ...... eonssnesoe 15 , From 18 to 24 do. 26010270 do. . ...... &7

—_— Froru 24 to 48 do. 270 to 2% do. . .22

'Over 48 [L{ N 280 t0 200 do. ... 28

290 to 3u0 do. PR ) §

Over 300 do. ... .2

640

Cases unreported, .. 348

Total. Total, 994 Total, 94

LENGTII OF FUNIR,

Fint, . 911 | From 5 to In mchca, 3

Second, . 24 | From 10 to 20 do. r48

Thrd . 15 | From20to 30 do. . ... ... ... 858

Fourth 3 { From 30 to4 do, (i

Fac 5 | Over 4 do. v

Fll’\t and hand, - 3 _—
Shoulder, 1
Arm, . . 2
Elbow, . 1
Head, Hnnd Fout, Funis, ... 1
Breech, . 20
Feet, 18
Funis, . . 4

Placenta, . . 1 l
Tatal, 1069 | Tatal, .. 1009

CASLY FATAL Tu CHILD. |
1

PLURALITY OF BIRTHA.

[

. 13 Cases, !B-)rn alne,

BORN ALIVE, STILL, DEAD.

No. ol’ Cases,  Deaths, | Twins, . 934
Breech, .20 . Lost 5, Roth Hmul 2 Cases 4 chulud. Bom still but saved, 30
Feet,. .18 . do. H Head & Breech 4 do. 8 do. 18 rn stul but lost, 16
Funis, .5 do. 3, Breech&ltcad2 do. 4 do. | P 9
Placenta Prasvia, i... do. 1] Head aud Feet 3 do. 14 du. | ——
Protracted,, .. 64 . do. 4 — — Total, ..ccce. .. oo, 100D
Syphuls, 4.. do. 8 Total,... 13 26 child.

}lom ulsions, I'® g(o’. 1 Bl " cohid -
wmorrhage,..... 8. do. 4 alos, Cases 8child.
hﬂg * ~ | Both Females, 4 do. Scluld.{ No. of Males and Females,

Male & Feru .. 5 do. 10 child.

|
{
1
B‘I:\l--\'. e 561
Total, .18 20chilg. | Fowales, o 449
Triplets 1 Case |
ist.—Male. ... reech.
— | 2nd.~Female ead. —
Total No. of Children Lost, 25 ' $rd.—M: Head, ! Total, .. ...veeiiue 1009
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MOTHERS LOST~FROM WHAT CAUSE. HEMORRHAGE.

Acciden{al Hwemorrhage,,.. C e e
Post Partonm,
Unavoidable, . v ..

Puerperal Consulsions,
Do. Teritonitis, 7 Cases, deaths,
Other Camdes, v wvervnrnene

Toial'Ne. of Deaths,......... .. . Total No. of Cascs,...

AGES OF PATIENTS.

¥rom 15 20 20 yearn 111 | From 30 to 83 years,
From 25 1o 30 years, 200 | Overa®,... ...

From 35 to 40 years,
From 20 to ¥5 years,. 405 Total,, . .. .. . e . 008

ART. XTI1L—Strychnia. Being extracts from the Materia Medica I'rize

) Essay, of the Session 1856-57, McGill College, By Mr. Angxaxpex
R, London, C. W.
(Corlinued from puge 120.)

Axtmwores—(After describing the antidotes ordinurily mentioned, as:
astringents, conia, chlorine, &c., Mr. R. asks—)

Doces Jodine act as « Physiological dAntidote2 To test this I gave 1>
a kitten 7% of a grain dissolved in acetic acid, and very seon afterwards,
almost immediately, T gave about § of a drachin of the ieduretted solu-
tion. 1t died in the usual time, about 10 minutes, nolwithstanding the
antidote, and the symptows under which it laboured were exactly the
same-as in every other case.

From this 1 would conclude that its action, as an antidote, was but
very slight, if any, at least as a physiological agent, And, secondly,—

Docs fodine act as @ Chemical Antidote? Tt might be thoaght that
the ioduretted precipitate, from its insolubility in almost every men-
struum, would be just what is required, and the former experiment sx-
plained by saying that the strychuia was not acted on by the antidote,
and heuce the failure. o sa‘isfy this doubt, T precipitated the alkaloid
from its solution by jodine, collected, washed and driedit. I gave the
compound in a dose of § of a grain, rolied up inside of a picce of meat.
The spasms came on in the usual time, and with usual severity, and
proved fatal.  On examination of the stomach, I found about § still roll-
od up in the picce of meat as given, and the remainder was scatlered
around the cardiac orifice of the stomach, apparently unacted on, as the
colour and continuity was not injured. From this axperiment 1 should
eonclude it, was no chemical antidote.

Bromine next comes under observation, and I will not, examine it more
than as the precipitated product obtained by adding it to a sclution of
strychnia,
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I gave % of a grain upon a picce of meat 5 it began to act in 20 min-
ules, but not. very vinlently.  After some time I gave as much more,
rubbed up with butler; in fifteen minutes more, spasmadic contractions
came on with great violenee; and it died in five minnces—although the
heart pulsated for two or three minutes after peisation ceased.  On ex-
amination, T found it still in the stomrach, hetween the folds of mem-
prane. I do not think from this that it ean be of much cfficacy as a
chemical antidote, because the whole quantity given did not exceed 4 of
a grain of the compound.

Since it is so difticult, if not imposaible, to get any ehemical antidote,
(other details have been entered into of the probable inutility of various
double compounds of strychnia,) T thought that some active physiolagi-
cal agent might be enmiployed to relieve its spasmodie action.  From the
quick ness with which it acts, the remedy must be active alko; and the
one that I tried, as giving most chance of success, was Hydroeyanic dcid,
and I tried it in fwo cases,

The benefit I should expeet from « priori consideration is that this
acid acts in amanner contrary to stryelimia, causing n parvalytic efteet on
the museles of respiration ; aud in acting thus, the spasmodic contraction
would be &t least lessened in action.

I put abeut the } of a grain under the skin on the back of a kitten,
and when it beeame convulsed and respiration was almost ceasing, T
poured some of the diluted acid on the same spot.  Tn about ten seconds
the spasms ceased, and the limbs which were before vigid became now
quite flaceid. T appeared to be quite senseless ; but breathing retuvned
and it respired deeply and slowly, the parietes of ihe chest expanding to
their fullest. Tt remained this way for some tine, when gradually the
breathing became weaker and not so full, and then stopped altogether.

T tried the effect of this agent on others that had tsken it by tha
stomaeh 5 but from the difficulty experieuced in administering—nay the
impossibility of introduciug it into the stomach—no benefit could be de-
rived, s the effects of the acid were not brought out.

(Speaking of ils analogy to Conia, we ave told) their relative merits
cannot be decided from paucity of details; and of the two, as prus:ic
acid js always to be had, it would be most likely the one employed. In
its use we must use some circumspection, #s it even exceeds strychuia
in energy, and it should be ouly given in small quantiiies at a time, sif-
ficient to bring out, and keep up its physiological action. 1t would no
doubt answer a betler purpose if given immediately ou the ingestion of
the poison, or before the spasms come on.  If given in a large dose just
after the injection of strychnis, it would be suflicient to prove fatal long
before, 50 to speak, the strychnia would have commenced. This is a
fault which must be guarded against.
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T think this agent would be particularly beneficial from its benumbing
agency on the nerves of the stomnch, and by this means prevent the per-
nicious effect which the alkaloid would have on them; and thus the
spinal chord might not through their impaire 1 innervation be as strong-
ly. if at all, hapressed by the poison. It would be quite justifiable to
exhibit it endermically in those cases where it could not be administered
by the mouth, and thus it would act in reality as a physiological coun-
ter-poison.

The acid would not act as a chemical antidote as the hydrocyanate
of strychnia though not so soluble as the pure alkaloid, is novertheless
as active a poison if this neurotic were even given after spasms had come
on, if it did no more good it would relieve the convulsions greatly and
smooth the road to death.

A physiological antidote which T think speaks well for being of much
benefit is Chloroform.  In one case lately chronicled—the spasms were
never allowed to come on through the paralyzing eftect of the chloro-
form, and as it was gradually absorbed, the system got sc used to it
that it was exereted without any untoward result following after.

T think that it will prove to be a most useful means, but further evi-
dence is requisite on this point, however, before its value can be defini-
tively setiled.

(This part of the essay concludes with a dissertation on mechanical
antidotes, as lard. olive oil, &e.)

(The Salts of Strychnia conuiitute the last part; they are divided into
thoses 1st. with conmmon acids a- the suiphate, &e., tannate, benzoate,
chromate, ca-bazetate, et al  2nd. With haliogen radicals e. g,
Strychuin and chlorine described wader the hydrochlorate; chloru-
rerted chiloride, oxygen acids of chlorine, and intermediate compounds.
3rd. With eyanagen as the hydrocyanate, hydroferrocyanate, hydro-
fervideyanate, hydrosulphocyanate, and cyamate.  4th. With the
metals as antimonv, arsenie, eopper, platina, mercury and iron.  Among
the least known thereis described =-—)

HvoroproMaTE oF StrRvenyia—I cannot find any mention made
of thisin the works to which I have access. T have prepaved it by
precipitation from a solution of sulphate of strychnia and bromide of
potassium. It is a nive white salt. which crystallizes in bundles much
resembling hair.  They are round aund very long.

It is soluble in water to some oxtent, and hence cannot be washed
too freely on the filter after precipitation, It is soluble in the diluted
acids. Lowig and Silliman state that bromine like chlorine changes
Strychnia and Broeia into bases in which the hydrogen is replaced by
Lromine. Its uses will be similar to that of the aikaloid itself.
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Broxurertep Hyproeroyarte oF Stuyomyta. — I have prepared
this by addieg a watery solution of Bromine to a solwtion of' Strychuia.
It is of a pale yellow eolour, and I give it the above mentioned rame
as being similar to the like compound of iodine or chlorine. It is very
jusoluble in water and bebaves in almost all other respects similar to
the before mentioned salt.  Its medicinal uses will be likewise similar
to the like compound of iodine.

1 gave a kitten g% of a grain wrapped up in a piece of meat; it
merely caused sickness for some time. 1 thank it was the way that I
administered it that prevented prompt action on the stomach; but
when the same quantity was given rubbed up with a piece of butter,
death was caused in twelve minutes. I know that the system was
under the eflects of it before this last dose, but [ think that when it was
rubbed up with the butter, it acted much more promptly. The symyp-
toms were the same as they ave in general with these salts.

Hyprocyaxare oF Stavennia.—(This salt, which Thomson in his
treatise on * Organic Chemistry ™ dispuses of in vwo lines and a half,
Mr. R. thus fully describes.) This is 2 beautiful and crystalline sait.
It is mentioned by Kane, but T myself prepared it before I was aware
that it was mentioned by him, and he is the ouly one that T kuow that
speaks of it. Its preparation according to Kane is to dissolve Strychnia
in hydrocvanic acid, but the product is not soluble in five per cent
acid, and if that be used it will never appear to change and it is difficult
to tell when the operation is finished.  The methold by which T {irst
prepared it in a determinate way was, by precipitation from any soluble
salt of strychnia and cyanide of potassinm. The salt of Strychnia
which I have found to answer the best purpose is the sulphate. The
temperature of the solution also makes a marked difference in the
appearance of this product as well as the similar product of morphia,
and also in the simple obtention of the alkaloids from their salis, by
adding an alkali. Any soluble cyanide will answer a similar purpose
to that of potassium ; but if the bieyanide of mereury beused, a double
salt is formed which will be deseribed elsewhere. If both the precipi-
tating solutions be cold, the product will be of an amorphous or
obscurely crystalline appearance, which under the microscope in the
case of Strychuia, gives crystals of the usual form, but small and
distinetly of a needle shape; and the product likewise is not so bulky
or so quickly formed as when the solutions are hot. If the solution of
Strychnia salt be at 2120, and the other cold, you have an amorphous
precipitate Jikewise, but after the temperature falls a little, say to
190° or 200° you have very beawtiful crystals formed resembling
sulpliate of quiuine in general appearance but with rather larger
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crystals. Kane says it forms needles which are decomposed by a very
gentle heat.  Under the microscope these crystals are needle-shaped,
but with the same power they appear four times kaurger and longer in
proportion than when the solutions are both ¢old. 'When you examine
the product of the spontanecous evaporation of the alcoholic solution,
mauny look like postions of larger ones which have a cubieal form and
the crystalline layers are very similar to that of ferrocyunide of potas.
sium.  They are right-angled and generally well formed, some appear
like flat tabulated picces superimposed one on another. I also examined
a specimen prepared by boiling freshly precipitated Strychnia in water,

1t appears externally like an amorphouspowder, but with a microseope,
beautiful four sided chrystals ave seen well defined, and with straight
edges ; right augles well formed, and solid angles perfect: althongh
some of the latter being replaced Ly planes, gave it a conical appearance
at the extremity of the crystals.  In many there were two angles and in
some only one, replaced by a plane.  This was seen to the st advan-
tage by fixing your eve on one of the cry-tals in the field of view, and
theu by lmvmn the upper glass side moved over, the mferior field being
fixed. ~The crut.ll xlthou--h microscopic in size, can in this way be

turned round and round, to expose cach ot the sides in succession, aud
the side angles also if required.  These crystals brlonged andoubtedly
to the square prismatic system; becanse the bases were sqvares,
and equal 1o one another, having two of the axes equal, and the other
at right angles.

lln\ Q'xlt is very light and bulky, even cormapared with the common
Strychniag it is odowrless, but tastes bitter it is not as soluble in water
xs Stryehuia, itself vequiring about 7500 parts for its complete solution,
whieh is rendered very bitter; it is more soluble in hot water, two
drachws difsolving nearly three-tenths of a grain, and retaining it in
solution vwhen cold. And thus warer at 2120 dissolves nearly twc!\e
times as muci: as cold does.  Tts solubility, compared with the free
alkaloid, is in cold water searcely so soluble, and in boiling water four
or five times wore sw.

Its bekaviour witls aleohol is more remarkable. In cold alevbol
three-cights of a graix arc soluble in two drachms or one and a-kalf
grains to the ounce, whereas in boiling alcohol one ounce is requized to
dissolve one grain cnly; and if & cuid =atnrated solution be boiled, the
excess of Cyanide is precipitated, and on cooling this hot solution, what
was thrown down is again dissolved.

If water be gradually added to a cold alcob~diy solution, a certain
quantity is precipitated. It is solubie in diluted %ulphuric, Niwie, Hy-
drochloric aud Acetic Acids; and also in Hydroeyanic Acid of five per
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cent., but in small proportions. Tt is precipitated from either of these
golutions by an alkali as a erystalline powder.

The powder which is thrown down is 1 think the Cyanide un-decom-
posed, as the supernatant liquid does not give a trace of Cyanogen. It
is insoluble in all the neutral salts, as acetates, and sulphate of potash,
and ammonia, iodide or cyanide of potassium, and also in the alkalis
caustic potassa or ammonin. It is insoluble in turpentine, even at a
boiling heat, but dissolves to a slight extent in‘ ether. Nitrate of silver
neither gives any evidence of Cyanogen in its aleoholic nor acetic acid
solntion.

No other test for Cyanogen would indicate its presence. This gave
room for doubt as to whether it was or was not a Hydrocyanate ; but
all these misapprehensions subsequently vanished, because I obtained
afterwards undoubted evidence of its presence as a Cyanide of Silver,
thus: T added to a solution in acetic acid a quantity of aceto nitrate of
silver, then caustic potasso in excess; to render the solution very alkaline,
an excess of nitric acid was added, and -on boiling the mixed solution
the white Cyanide of Silver was precipitated.

I also obtained it from an alcoholic solution with aceto-nitrate of silver
and nitric acid, without employing heat. I had tried frequently with solu-
tion of nitrate of silver, and obtained noindications; when I used the aceto-
nitrate and got successful results. I am sure it contained no Cyanogen,
beeause it was tested previously, and is prepared by adding one-third of
its bulk of acetic acid to a solution of nitrate of silver containing one
draclim of the salt to an ounce of water; it may bé no better, but I suc-
ceeded better with it. I proved it to be a cyanide of silver that was
thrown down, not only by not being soluble in strong nitric acid when
cold, brt dissolved by the aid of heat ; but also by another test for the
cyanide of silver, which I have found very useful, even as much so as the
one mentioned.

Cold diluted sulphuric acid dissolves all the precipitates with nitrate
of silver, except chloride, iodide, bromide ; these not being affected by
it at any temperature or strength. Those that I have examined into are
the tartrate, oxalate, and phosphate. The Cyanide stands alonc insoluble
in cold sulphuric acid, but soluble in it if heated. A very diluted acid
will not dissolve it even by the aid of heat; in most cases a boiling
temperature is scarcely required, and I find T can manage it very well
by leaving a very small quantity of water with the Cyanide, and then
add your concentrated sulphuric acid, when the heat, disengaged by the
action of the water and avid, will be sufficient to dissolve the cyanide if
the mixture stands for a few minntes. In hot hydrochloric acid the
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crantde is not 20 saluble as the chloride : avetic acil at a boiling tem-
perature ha- no a. tion on ei ler,

I think, from the difficuity experienced in scparating the Cyanide from
the Sirychnia, that it has as geat, if not a greater aflinity for it than for
the silver. The ioduretted s lutiou act< on th- cyaunide in the same
manner as on pure St-ychnia, and in all its other reactions it is similar to
the pure alkaloid.

Phvsiological effects arve similar to Stiychniaj T gave a chicken one
sixty-fonrth of a grain, and I thought it caused a litle irvegularity of
gait.  In an honr afterwards T _ave the sume quantity aguin, which
caused it to walk as if i legs were inflexible and stiff; it however eat
and drank as usual, Tt was quite well in twen'y-four hours, although
during the previcus dy it appewred to be vither solitary melined. I then
gave it one sizteenth of a grain, which cavsed in fifteen minutes, sickness
and indispositi n to walk arou.d unless forced, and then it was ina
hobbling wanuer. T afterwards put one sixiy-fourth of a grain umder
the skin of the thig, butit did not pp ar to be productive of any result
except causing a little loeal inflammation. It got gquite well w twenty-
four hours and I then gave it one-eighth of & giain ; w fifteen mintes it
became spasmoaicatty affected and resphiation was rendered difficult; it
had several spasms at once and then remained for ten minuies apparenly
eazy, when they would again come wu with vigour. ltiemained in this
way for about an hour, when it died, appareutly from exhaustion as much
as convulsions ; just before dving, thirty seconds or a minute intersened
between each cffort 1o breathe.

The pigeon before mentioned took a much larger quantity of the
alkaloid itself and did nat appexv to be at ail affected, or but very
slightly, and I would think from the two that the Cyanide is as power-
fui, if not more so than the the simple alk.doid; but I have only these
two cuses to judge from.

Y put about one-eighth ot a grain of the Cyanide under the skin, on
the back ot a cat, which proved fatal in the wual time, and with the
usual symptoms.

Uses—These will be no doubt similar to that of the Alkalod itself
or not very different from it in its actions.

HyprorERROCYNATE OF StRYCHNIA.—This salt is easily prepared by
a double decomposition from ferrocyxnide of potassium. and a soluble
salt of Strychuia. It is an amorphous waite pow.der, but if exposed to
the air, and in contact with iron, it becomes green. It is odourless,
and insoluble in water; the taste is not very bitter, but is seusibly
metallic and disagreeable,

Medical uses will b likely similar 1o that of the base.
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Ax7iMoxTATE OF StRycm* 1a —"his salt is easily prepared by preci-
pit &ion from a soluble salt of the alka'oid and antimoniate of poashy
it is amorphoug, tastelesy, and insaluble in water. R

Uses—From the composition of this alt T would consider the com-
pourd as one of sowe iuteres’, its insolubility not being any fault; but
it might act very violen.v,as the most of the strychnia compounds do
act. &+ well as thowe of amtimony, the teroxids of that metal being a very
energetic compound, and yet insojuble.

AnsexNiTe oF StRverNTA—T have prepared this salt by double de-
compusition from arsenite of potash, and a soluble salt of Strychniaj it
is copionsly precipitated in an amorphous form, from these solutions; it
is not very soluble in waier, but vet must not be too frecly wastred or
vour precipitate will di-appear. Tt has no taste, and thus differs from
almost every other compound of strychuia,

Uses—What its therapentical action way be it is difficult to conjec-
tare.  Frow its insolubilitv it might be considered milder, and from its
tastelessness that it mi_ht be useful in thiz respect ; but if we consider
the poisonous nature of its compoun:ls, it cannot be but very active on
the animal system. I should su;-pose it as, a priori, to be beneficial as an
antiperiodic, febrifuge, and tonic.

Both acid and base have been greatly recommended as means of
cure tor Ague, and the like intermitt mt fevers; the arsenite of quinine
is recommended iu bad cases of tiese fevers, and it is insoluble, or nearly
so; and hence I think that it this <alt were more used, it would come
iuto general estimation,

Not only woull patients be relieved of their bitter draughts, but the
physician would not use such immense quan‘itics of an expensive alkaloid,
and would be able to earry enough with him in very small compdss to
answer all that wouki be required of such a medicine. It is not a min-
erd alo.e, but one combined with & vegetable tonic and nervine of great
effiency. I do not think that because it is active it should thus be
deprived of showing its virtaes to mankind; we would only be required
to give it in a less duse, and this is very easy to do, being sufficienily
goluble for this purposr,

HyprocHLORATE OF Strycnxia axo Prativa :—This is a beautiful
lemon-yellow sut, but differs in its appearance, owing to how it is pre-
pared.  If you add the bi-chloride of platinum to a boiling solution of
hydrochlorite of strychnia, you have a salt of a beautifullv crystalline
form ; but if both of the solutious be cold, it is of an amorphous appear-
ance,

If the hot solution previpitate be examined by the microscope, it looks
like cubical flakes Jying piled oue on another: without the microscope
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it looks like very thm bueht scales It s ansclnble in water s hdro.
ehlotie and nitrie acids, when cold, but casi'y qu vitrie acid when bl g,
Tta miedeinal weeg will Lo sinnbar to these of Stryelmia, bat bs action §
think 8 more powerful.

I ave about Lot a grian 1o a cal, almest full arown, et up winy
butter 3 in eight minutos the or tiree violent spasms came on, and in
one minute she hadeceasctl to hreathe o the action of the hoart contnmed
for wiwe. Upen afier examination 1 ivund the ghvenmg eales o1l
“dt Iying patly on the posterior pares and gudlet, and pady o e
Cardiae ovifice of the stomnel T this case dier cmasi have beenac local
action on the nerves to preduce, ahvost 1o sive sael usvanteous
effeets,

HY DROCHLORAYE OF SRS A AN MEncuny.—"This calt s forrmen,
according o Pacciva, by adiding bichiovide of mercury in soittion w
hvdrochiorate of strvelia, likewise disaolved, 2 white elotiv procimtate
falls, which i~ insoiable i diows ao aystalline form even uinder the
mictoscope, but it is obtained as a beantiful ervstalline product whoy
the solution of <alt of Stuyehnin e at 21200 This by the microscope
appears hike sl needies very similar to the other <alis of Stry, linine.
teoi- insolulde in water, but has o bitter metallie taste which s very
persistant. s msoluble in acetic acnd, but as soluble 1 mnnoeny,
intrie, and hydochlonie acids, With sulphune acul it forms amilky
lookiny nivatuee abthongh 1t does dissolve,

{ses— Wl be most likely similar o the alkalod although wnch
wore powerful, U oave aboat 4 of agrain toa kiten whose weuth
wis Meading a fittle, in thirty minates it heeame poserfully cornalwed,
every muscle being rigid.  The spasins came on every taendy seconas,
Listed for four or five minutes and then ceased padally. 1t thus
continued for awhile, but gradnally the spasms berame weaker, and
tinaly ceased ntog ther, and the animnl apparently becavic g ite well,
but in about ar bour it again became convulaenl and died.

[ wave rather less a quantity about 'z ot 4 grain to another, in -bout
an hour it hecame twice convabsed bt recoveigd and cat itz supper,
but was not quite well in about an how afterwavds, for it screiuned a lutle
at tines althongh it had no convalsions,  Instead of mercary dimi whing
the activity, Dihink in this case that it incre od its eflicaey without
doubt 5wk [ think that this prepatation is one of the most virnlent of
any desenbed.

Hy prtopare or My ennta aNn ke —"This is fotined by dissolving
Saychuir i dodide of dron, the protoside of tron i thrown Jown a
st wreen, thon black, and red on exposure to the air. The solution
snust be filtered wiilst hot, and the <olution on cooling thiows down
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hogutifitl crestals of this <adte Tohe mather water mowhieh the ervstals
Noar contaane no stryvehnr, but sowe Bxlide ot jron.

The miciasscope appearance of this salt is b autifl and the ervsials
are very distiner, being tubes of & needle ke forn, Towives a licht
grcuni‘h pwr'ipimtu wa' h f'crrm'_\mn.iont" ]‘U(ll\\il‘lu and a J\\u[) biue
with stareh o the ad Boon 08 nitrie acid, bat not previonsiy. 1t aiso
vieldsa very herry precipitite when the jodine tost s adied, showirg
that it containg iodive, ~tryehnia, and fron, 2bhough the alkalow] evista
m weh the aoveater propartion, and the fron w the Waste s woluble
wower 1N hirge n|«1.u-¥i&_\', and henee the precipitite musi rot he
wish d tao treely.

The uses wall be et Bkely dmilar to stevehnia itsell, It is aovery
enerretics eotiponnd . Teve U of aorain of it to o Kitten and it died
i the nsal tyme and with Smilar svmptoms as with other stychuia
componinds,  Every compound of strvehnic which T ohave exiimmed
depends on the alkaloi {-dtogether, and appears to be uninfuenced or to
a very <hight extent ouly, by any other compound with which it may be
united. Pisolubiliny has bt ditde to do with ste.claia io its phivaolo-
gieal actions:—this is confrare  to our  preconceived  potions  of
things that the mote iosoluble auy compound s the less hkely willat
be to act eneruetically.

ART. XIN—The tute Dr. Blanchet. B.\' D J.C Tacin.

Fen 1o Doctear dean-Baptiste Blanchet naguit e 17 wai 1793, dane s
paroise de Sant-Pirre de la Rivieres du Sod. Ses parents, Joseph
Blaochet et Murie Pélagiec Cloutieor, étaicnt den cultivateurs aisés et
ayant coneTve cos niears patrinreales i Jistinguent Jes Labitauts ca-
wadions, 1 onous semble assister & la cérémonie du baptéwe qu fut
faite nar le vénérable caré, M. Paquet, entenldre Jdu haut du Cotenu le
son argeenting de fu clochie de la jolie éalice, ot prendre part aux réjouis-
sances gui saluerent Varrivée d'un nouveaun membre de Ja brave famille.

Les anuoes denfance et de premicre jounesse de Jean Blachet 9'é-
coulérent s sein de sa famitle, jusqu'a Pépoqua ot dit commencer son

Through the kindness of the Hon. P. J. . Cbaveau, Superintendent of
Education, € E., we are enabled in this number to present our renders with an
cacellent likeness of onr recently.deceazed sud esteemed confrére, Dr. Blanchet.
The bicgraphical notice which follaws, from the pen of Dr. J. C. Taché, we
copy frow that excellent publication, the Journal dc &' I~struction Publique.—Euvs.
Mgy Curon.
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éducation dont se chargea le Dortenr Frangois Blanchet, son oncle quia
Jaissé son nom dans Uhistoire de nos luttes politiques comme dans cell
de Part médieal canadien.  Mis de boune heure au séminaire de Qué-
bee, Jean Blanchet en sortit & Pige de dix-sept ans pour conmencer
sous les soins de ton onele, les dunles de la profession médic le & la.
quelle il se destinait,

En 1818, & I"ige révolu de vingt-denx ans, il partit pour Europe afin
&’y compléter des études brillanunent commencées.

Le jeune éléve. en compagnie de ses camarades, les doctewms Parent
et Mercier, étudia & Londres durant une partie de Pannée 1818, puis se
vendit & Paris o il suivit & PHotel-Dicu les cours de Dupuytren, et, &
I"'Hopital du Gros Caillow, la clivique chirurgieale de Larrey. Revenu
a Loudre~, il continua & suivre les legons de Sir Astley Cuoper, de Sir
William Blizard, de Curry et de Blandill.  En 1820, il subit un exa-
men dont le résutat fut Pobtention du diplome du Co lége Royal des
Chrrurgiens de Londres,

Revenn dans son pays, le Docteur Blanchet s'établit & Québer, o, en
sociéré avee s oncle, il pratiqua sa profession en méme tem s qu'il se
livrait & Penseignement de Panatemie & [Hopital des émigiés qui se
trouvait situé prés de lendroit ont s'éléve maintenant Péglise u tau-
boury saint Jean.  Au décés de son onclg, en 1830, Jean Blanchet fixa
sa demenre dans 'ancienne maison de sou protecteur. au coin des rues
du Paiais et des Pauvres, maison quil a toujours habitée depuis et dons
laquelle il vient de terminer sa carriére.

Lafireuse épidémie de 1832, le choléra, qui ravagea Québes, fit res-
sortir daus tout son éclat le dévowment de Jean Blanchet dauns Pexir-
cice de sa profession. Il serait impossible de dire & combicu de furigues
et de dangers il fnt exposé pendant les plusieurs mois que dura le léau
nuit et jour il était sur pied. et, tombant de lassitude, il se relevait pour
courir & qui demandait son secours, sans voir dans ceux qui Pappelaient,
pauvres ou riches, autre chose que des fréves et des concituyens,

E. 1834, il fut app-lé par le Comté de Québee & In vrepiésentation
parlementaire, et siégea comme député de ce Comté dans PAssembiée
Législative du Bas-Canada jusqu'en 1837, époque de Pinsurrection.

De 1838 & 1847, Jean Blanchet se consacra exclusivement & la pra-
tigue de sa profession, et vécut complétement retiré, ne jouissant (u
commy ree de ln société quavec quelques amis, et vouam sou temps &
Pétude et & Pexercice de ses pénibles devoirs ; tenant le seeptre e la
chirargie 4 Québec, médecin hors ligue, accoucheur ¢élébre, il avait la
clientelle Ia plus vaste qu'il soit possible & un praticien de servir, et tout
le m ude, et ses confréres plus que tous les autres, s'étonnaient qu'il | at

¥ suffire.
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Le plus beva titre de ghdre de Jean Blanchet, eelui que nons vou-
diions voir gravé sur ~ou tmbenu, seud et & Pexclusion de thut autre, ve
titre it le regut de la voix commune de ses concitoyens et le yoivi ¢ Le
Mélecin des Pouvres. 1l é1ait le méde-in de bien des riches par dioit
de conyuéte du tileut ; mais il était le médecin des pauvres par droit
dluffeejon. Citons un trait qui nous a 6té raconté, alors que nous
gions étudiant en médecine et qu'élove de fen Denis Blanchet, fils de
Frangois Blanchet et cousin de Jean, nous étions admis a la faveur d'us-
sister anx opérations chirurgicales que pratiquatt ce dernier.

C'é'at, si notre mémoire ne nous fait Jdé aut, en 1834, 4 Pépogne du
secowlt choléra : nn carrosse, attelé de deux chevaux échauffes par une
cowse rapide. sarrérait & la porte d'une panvre maison, & Pextiémité
d'in e nos fanbonres, et Pun de nos plus riches citndins en degrendait
pour fapper & humble logix, en donnant des siznes Pune agitution et
d'une inquiétude mortelles,

Qu'y avait-il done dans cotte panvre demeure qui piit attiver vers elle
ce riche équipage 2 Il § avait une malheureuse funme en proie aux
douleurs d’'un enfantement laborieux et souf*ant en » éme temps d'uue
atreinte du choléra; il y avait encore au lit de cette panvre femme
Jean Blancher, son médecin, que M*** venait en grande hate chercher
pour Pemmener auprés de son pére tombé malade

Aux coups qu'on venait d'entendie frapoer & la porte, la mathenrense
fernme dirigea vers Jean Blanchet des regards suppliants,  On vient vous
chiercl:er, Docteur, ah! par pitié ne m'abandonmez pus...Now, mon
amie. répond le meédecin des pauvres, pour auveune raisua je ne vous
abandonnerai.

—Mon cher Dorteur, it & notre héros M ##* dans le eonrt cntre-
tien qui eut liew & travers la porte entrebaillée, hittez-vous de iwouter
dans ma voiture, mon pére est bien malade.

—TImpossible, mon cher monsieur, dit Jean Blanchet, j'ai ici une pan-
vre malade qui requiert tous mes soins.

—Mais je vais envoyer mon domestique en toute hite chercher un
autre médecin pour votre malade, et alors, n'est-ce pas, vous viendrez
voir mon pére ?  Vous savez qu'il a confiance cu vous, vous étes notre
mé lecin.

~—Je snis aussi I médecin de cotte pauvre femme ; impossible de la
Jaisser ; aprés. je suis & vos ordres.

Le brave citoyen s'inchna devant cette fermeté du devoiv ; et Dien,
récompensant son respect pour cette vertn publique et son amour pour
son pére, sauva celui-ci dout Jean Blanched est demeuré le médecin.

Jean Blanchet avait ét¢ médecin visitenr et professeur de I'Hopital
des émigréds, comme nous Favons dit, et de plus, membre des ditférents
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bureaux provinciaux pour lexamen des éléves et Padmission des réci-
piendaires & la pratique des diftérentes branches de I'art de guérir ; en
1847, il fut nommé médecin visiteur de PHopital Je la Marine et pro-
fesseur de clinique chirurgicale & Pécole de médecine.

Les immenses travaux, imposés & Jean Blanchet par le service médi-
cal de sa vaste clientelle, le forcérent & résiguer, en 1848, sa charge de
médecin visiteur de PIopital de 1a Marine,

Lorsque fut fondée la faculté de médecine de Puniversité Laval, en
1853, Jean Blanchet fut nommé doyen de la faculté et professeur d'ins-
titutes de médecine et de physiologie.

Jusqud Pépoque ol nous sommes rendu de la vie de notre digne
compatriote, sa santé wavait jamais subi la moindre atteinte ; il avait
traversé les épidémies sans en &tre touché ; mais, vers le commence-
ment de 1854, il fut frappé d'une attaque de fidvres typhoides dont il
ressentit pendant six mois les effets.

En 1854, il fut élu député & la Chambre d’Assemblée par la cité de
Québec ct, malgré I'état préraire d’une sunté ruinée par les fatigues, il
assista regulidrement aux séances de Ia session législative de la méme
année. Ce fat encore en 1854 qu'il prononga le discours d’inaugura-
tion de la faculté de médecine, & la grande fote universitaire du mois de
septembre.  Au printemps de 1855, il commenga a ressentir les attein-
tes de la terrible maladic de la pierre, qui le foreirent d’interrompre
presqu’entiérement Pexercice des fonctions muiiiples dont il était investi,

Ce fut en mai 1856 qu'il se sowmit avec un courage incroyable i l'o-
pération cruelle de lithotomie, que lui-méme il avait pratiquée quinze
fois avec un succés presque constant. Le Docteur Landry, choisi par
Jui comme opérateur, accomplit la dangereuse opération avec un suceeés
comple(, qui fut suivi d’une guérison as~ez prompte. Mais la santé ne
pouvait reprendre le dessus sur ceite constitution ruinée par les veilles
et les travaux d’une longue vie consacrée & de pénibles fonctions, ot lo
médecin des pawwvres dut payer le commun tribut de la vature, le 22
avril 1857, & Yage de soixante-deux ans. Clest Monseigueur de Tloa,
confesseur du défunt, qui assista dans les derniers moments de sa vie,
et qui, fondant son espérance sur tant d'ceuvres de bienfaisance de I'il-
lustre mourant, a di lui dire avec confiance ces sublimes paroles de
Péglise : . Allez, wme chrétienne.”’

Comme médecin, Jean Blanchet se place parmi les hommes les plus
distingués qu'ait produits le Canada. Son immense pratiqueen obstétrique
lui a fourni un champ d’observations qui s’étendaitau chiffre considérable
de 12,00b cas, Clest surtous comme chirwgien qu’il était conmu ;j son
aphorisme de prédilection élait : st citd, si sat bené, ¢ ¢lest assez tot fait,
quand cest bien fait.”  Aussi, avec quelle précision et quelle streté il
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prmedmt et combien il é&tait habile dans les soins & donner, solt avaat,
soit nprés les opérations | Jean Blanchet a exécuté les opérations les
_plus diffiviles Je la chirurgie et avec un succés étonmunt ; il & pratiqué
plus de cinquante fois les différentes opérations de la hcmle, et nous
avons nons-méme assisté & une abiation du maxillaire supérieur fuite par
lui avec parfaite réussite sur une dame, Jans un cas d’ostéosarcome.
Nous avons déja dit qu'il a pratiqué quinze fois Ia lithotomie. Nos lec-
teurs vieunent de voir que lui-méme fut obligé de se soumettre a cette
opération ; au moment ol le Dr. Landry allait commencer son incision,
Jean Blanchiet, attirant son attention, répéta avec un calme remarquable
cete mavxime qui Davait guidé dans toute sa vie chirurgicale : “ Mon
cher docteur, dit-il & son jeune chirnrgien, * lu sureté avant la célérité”

Jean Blanchet cst mort gargon ; sa famille, c’étaient les enfants de
ses fréres qu'il a comblés de bienfaits, ses pauvres et ses éléves, dont
deux sont ses neveux, et Pun, M. Hilarion Blanchet, est son successeur
dans la pratique.

Les funérailles du Docteur Blanchet ont eu lien & Québec : les dé-
pouilles mortelles du défunt ont été accompagnées d’abord de sa demeure
i 1a cathédrale, puis, de église au cimetiére Saint Charles, & la suite
du service, par un concours immense de citoyens. Les professeurs et
éléves de I'Université-Laval et du Séminaire de Québec, au nombre 4’a-
peu-prés trois cents personnes, suivaient le corps ; les coins du poéle
étaient tenus par MM. les Docteurs Painchaud, Morin, Bardy, Sewell,
Nault et Landry. Le service funébre, auquel assistait sa Grace Munsel-
gneur PArchevéque avec toute sa maison, a été chanté par M. le curé
de Québec.

REVIEWS.

ARTICLE VI.—Elements of Pathological Anatomy. By Samvei D.
Gross, M. D., Professor of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical College
of Plnhddphm, and formerly Professor of Pathological Anatomy
in the Medical Department of the Cincinnati College.  Third Edi-
tion. Illustrated by 342 engravings on wood. Philadelphia :
Blanchard & Lea. Montreal : B. Dawson.  Quebec : Middieton &
Dawson. 1857,

When we trace the ﬁng(n of death in progression, ere yet the vital
spark has-fled, we recognise three great displays as its invincible assaults

on the citadel of health, and these we record as examples of death be-
»
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ginning at th  hend, heart and lungs respectively @ but thas trifold ar-
mngement cannet always be preserved, shoald we look for the finger of
dcaAth, after consummation, when the breath has censed to vibrate 5 then
a more simple gathering in of the reaults is adiisable, and only two
well defined classes allow of diserimination, founded apon a staring
point of an entirely different order. Now. the seat of the symptoms isng
Jonger the indication, for these have gone for ever; now, the evidence
is no more unintelligible nor liable to confusion, for sccondary accidons
have no power to romplicate and the rule lasts unbroken by intercurrent
exceptions. The classes we refer to may be simply denoted by the de-
signiations of the mecchonical and the psyckical. Exery inspect ion, ut which
the cansc of death is soncght for, will reveal one or other ot these varie-
ties, and undev the two, every example muy be enrolled,  The questun
being determined by the obvious vonditions winler ex:unination.

Let us picture them as they oceur, that oy weaning may not be mis-
taken. A patient sutfers from painin the Liead, convalsons folow, general
derangement of the bodily functions ensue, the disorder is fixed in the eu-
cephalon, the lo.al signs are unequivocal, afier a course of a few
davs debility becomes a prominent feature, and sooner or later coma
pshers in a fatal termination. This i3 not an uancommon case, the
diagnosis is clearly made out to be disease within the head, and at the
sutopsy the fact is verified by finding a large effusion of serum witiin
the ventricles or poured over the exterior surface ; and the plain infer-
ence must be, that the cause of deatt has been mechanical,—the eatra
fluid compiess -d the brain wnduly, and the deleterious effect was in no
way counteracted.  The agency and the operation alike were both pure-
ly physical.  And the inquirer leaves hes subject with the idea thar had
it not been for the presence of that fud, earh would not hiave occurral
asit hal. Or, suppose the post mortomn relict was not an effusion, but
an exudation of lymph, the death is yet virtually mechanical—the event
may still be referred to the previens compression, which forced out the
living embers.  Or, if truly inadequate to ffeet its purpose in this de-
cided manner, as a cause it may stll be mechanieal 5 for this distinction
does not necessarily import an obstruction, but is equally appropriate in
being understood as a physical change. Aud, in rclation to the present
subject, is such a change as marks a manifest incompatibility in the part
affected with the inaintenance of vitality ; therefore, under this view, a tii-
vial spot of sxudation would stand in the same degree of importance and
rank of arrangement as a simple opacity of the arachnoid membrane, or
a trajet of ramollissement in the cercbral substance. But there is not al-
ways, so to speak, s written pathology; and in contrast appears the
psychical—the death of the subject considered apart from its material
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eomnexions.  The means whereby, we believed, the result had been
hrought abont have no diseoverable existence, and the destructive powor
has aceomplished its objeet without them : while to increase our wonder,
he progresa and end have been in no respecet d.fferent to the course of
the former. The patieat during life exhibited the same symptoms,~—
Letween his ease and the former there appeared a perfect parallelism—
the pain, eonvalsions, svstemic disturbance and coma obeyed an anala-
aaus order of development and succession.  Tieath supervenes,  The
post mortem is expected to acrount for the event, and to substantiate the
dinanosis expressed during life.  Instead, however, no mechanical evi-
dences are seen, and, apparently, the organ estecined during lifs in an ad-
vaneed condition of Jisease, is now, post mortem, to the outward eye,
perfectls healthy.  The examiner experiences Jdifliculty in understanding
such remarkable occurrences, sueh foreible contradictions to the rule of
diceased strneture.  Why, might he ask, did the person die!—there is
ne physical canse for it. Why were the symptomns so exact a counterpart
of those that in other cases attended organic changes? Death clearly
works in a donble way—mechanically and psychically ; aud her process,
in announcemcat, in both, wears no outward diffcrence.  From the symp-
toms alone, we cannot always predicate which variety is in progress, and
may be misguided into a wrong expectation.

From what has been writien, we may define the scope of Pathological
Anatomy ; this branch of medicine takes coguiznee of the mechanical
canses of death, but has no concern with the psychical.  She is alone oc-
cupied in deseribing changes in structaral conformation, or the deviationa
from the healthy anatomy. From pathology, in a wider sense, she is
distinet, as the latter science considers the various functional derange-
ments whicl, simulate the organic lesions or exisi in disparity to them.
A further separation might also be easily extended between them, but it
is unnecessary now to prolong it further. Suffice it to say, that, strictly,
Pathological Anatomy should be confined to the description of the me-
chanical lesion, and is merely morbid Histology ; while Pathology enters
also upon the detail of the symptoms. causes and diagnosis. This dis-
tinction was well exhibited by the present and the former editious of Dr.
Gross’ work, under notice. This is more properly a treatise on Patho-
logical Anatomy—that was a work more rightly belonging to Pathology ;
it treated of diagnosis,—this does not. The matter omitted has been
replaced by more an.ple details upon the subjects retained.

The study of Pathological Anatomy, we fear, has not on this continent
received the attention it deserves; whether cons.dered o point of value
or of interest, its claims to cultivation arc cqually s'rong.  Of its value,
none can doubt: and its interest onlv requites ‘o b known to be appre-



172 REVIEWS.

ciated, Take a single example in illustation.  What is more computont
to fill the mind with admiration than a swivey of the proretiim which
is oceasionally affrded by disenss agriinst impending destruction. An
leer, in its gradual extension through the coats of the stomacli lealsro
perfuration, by which the danger is, the imgesta will escape into the
abdominal cavity, and reate a fatal Peritonitisg but against sueh a
direful event a preservative is preparcl, in she words of Dr. Gros,
% most gencrally a communication is establsbed with the ar hoof the colon,
the walls of which, as the erosive processextends, ave irmly cemented with
those of the stomach by means of lymph”™ The same morbid action i< ren-
dered subservient to the aversion of theevil it was permitted to threaten;
and by a slight disposal of a few cotlateral circumstances the patient is
transferred from a situation of imminent peril, to ore of peifect immunity
from danger. The inflammation is rosrained within 2 degree of it
energy, its tendency is reduced from uleeration to exudation, the stomach
and colou are opposed in close contact, each is cemented to the other
by adhesive lymph, and the intestinal wall, acting as the floor, forms the
proper continuation of the stomach’s parietes and completes the enclosure
of the cavity of the latier organ. Food is now taker with the urmost
safety, ita digestion is as aati~factorily accormplished as ever, and its trane-
mission onwards thiough the intestinal tract entirely secured. Ilow great
an event here appears 10 have depended upon a small thing, for had not
the stomach been thussealed up at the vlcerated spot, by the approximu-
tion of the colon, what coull have prevented the tood from cscaping as it
was swallowed, and leading to the serious train of evils which must have
ended in death. But such a beautitul protectinn excites further commenda-
tion in being a forcible and instructive teacher Tt clearly demonstrates
design in its stags,—life was jeopardized and it has been purpo- ely saved ;
it venies all reference to chance, fur this blind influence, if there be such
a power, would have been more likely to have spread the first inflaimma-
tion over the stomach’s surface thau to have confined it, modified, to
a narrow ring. It accords with only one view, than which nooe other is
true; for otherwise we cannot account for the intelligent diversion of
the morbid action towards the coion, the beneficent diminution in the
grade of the inflamnation, and the merciful prolongation of life, than by
thaukfully referring the whole to the dis, osal of He who is “ not far frowm
every ouc of us: for it Him we live, and move and have our being;”
anid the event remains of a pattern with: the other inaichiess vperations
that the human economy abundantly displays of His unwearied Pro-
Al ;(IL“CU-

We bave been fuvourably impressed with the general manner in which
Dr. Gross has executed his task of affording a cowprehensive digest of
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the present state of the literature of Patholugical Anatomy, and have
much pleasure in recommendi g his work to our readers, as we believe
one well deserving of diligent perusal and carefil study.

ART. VIL.—Manual of Physiology. By WiLLiam Sexnous: Kirkes,
M.D., Fellow of the Royal College of -Physicians ; Assistant Phy-
sician to, and lecturer on Botany and Vegetuble Physiolovy at St,
Bartholomew’s Hospital. A new and revised American, from the
last London edition. With two hundred illustrations. 1857. p.p.
541. Philadelphia: Blanchard & Lea. Montreal: B. Dawson,
Quebec : Middleton & Dawson.

Tu this third edition there is very little added to what the two former
editrons contained. Tt continues, however, to represeut in a condensed
form the present condition of those parts of physiology which are parti-
cularly treated in its pages. There is very. little, too little in our estima-
tion, of the structure of the organs and tissues. It is all very well for
the author to excusc himself by saying that he omitted to give a more
detailed ‘account, “because of the increased bulk which such an addi-
tion would have occasioned, and because of the number and excellence
of the published works in General and Phvsiological Anatomy ;" but .
it would have been of great service to the student, and made his hand-
book the most complete in English language, bad he been ratiier more
full on the subject of structural anatomy.

ART. VIIT.— Principles of Medicine, An elementary view of the causes,
natural treatment, diagnosis and prognosis of disease. "With remarks
on hygienics, or the preservation of health. By Caarres J. B.
Wirtians, M.D,, F.RS. A new Awerican from the third and
revised Londor edition. 1857. p.p. 486. Philadelphia : Blan-
chard & Lea. Montreal: B. Dawson. Quebec: Middleton &
Dawszon.

Williams' “Principles of Medicine,” is a work of established reputa-
tion, and a favorite text-book in the Universities of Great Britain and
America. As every student who studies in McGill College is certain to
farnish himself with a copy, we need not urge them to do so; but the
volume is 5o replete with information of the highest practical importance,
we think the practitioner who finished his studies previously to its publi-
cation will derive both pleasure and profit from its attentive perusal.
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O Fetid Brocchitiso By Profesor Laycocs., of the Vniversiy of
Edinburgh.

(v the Moiical Times and Guzetle)

A case of fetid bronehitis, under the eare of I Laveock, in the
clinieal ward of the Royal Infininary, has attracted some attention fiom
the discovery of the cause of the odour in this disease, and the rapidity
with which, apparently, it yielled to strychnine.

Ofiver fcott, aged 87, single, by trade a tailor, residing in the Canon-

ante, admitted February 17, 1857,
T Patient is 5 ft. 6in. in height, well formel and tolerably robust,
Has the appearance of having been very stont, but the muscular system
i~ now flabbyv. Dhathesis, lymphatic s hair dark ; features broad and
massve ; forchead prowinent; conjunclivie anzemic ; eyes grev; nose
shott and thick, alenasi expanded s malar bones not promineat ; upper
Jip tunid: mucous membrane of lips and gums pale 5 teeth small and
recrular, enamel good.  Voice hoarse and whispering ; breath gives off
a peculiar fetid odour.  Sternal end of left clavicle is higher than the
right; manulvium steroi depressed.  On left side there is a prominence
of the third and fourth ribs at their junction with the cartiiages. Ab-
domen rather largre and flabby.

History—Is one of a large family, sevca of whom, viz., four brothers
and three sisters, are dead. Does not know of what discases they died
Patient states that in hic youth he was very healthy and temperate.
Until the age of twenty-five years he followed the occupativns of a
tatior and hawker, which he relinquished at this time for that of a beer-
shop keeper.  For five years subsequently he continued well, and though
indulging oceasionally in liguor, was not, he considers, on the whole,
intemperate.  Deing unfortunate in this line of business, he was com-
pelled to sell his liouse and resume his prior oceupation of hawking.
Owing to the depression resulting from his misfortunes, he becane very
intemperate, and five years ago hiad a severe attack of delirium tremens,
for the treatrent of which he became an inmate of the infirmary. After
remaining there a month, he was discharged, and he returned at once
to his habits of dissipation. Twice subscquently, while in a state of
intoxication, he received injuries on the chest, which caused the altera-
tions in its form above noticed. In other respects he continued well
until a year ago, when he had a second attack of delirium tremens, and
was again an inmate of the Infirmarv for cight days,
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The present niness comrereed taree months ago, atter uxposure to
cevere cold and wett The nrt svwptom noticed was a tronblesome
coneh, which, however wi wmattemded by pain o1 expectoration. This
continnied until two meuths aoee, when, atter repeated exposures to cold
and wet, it becanie more urgeat. “nough stll without pain, and with
only slight expactorition.  Letween three seeks and a month ago, the
cough increased in violonee 5 there was sexere pain in the left side, and
sputa was streaked wiih blood. e noticed now, for the first time,
that his breath was very offensive.  Siuce that time the congh has con-
tinued unabated 5 the pain in Lis side is much increased, and the sputa
have been occasionally tinged with bloud.

He bas not been under mediead treatment. as had no feverishuess
or thirst from the commencenent of the present attack, until tour days
ago. States that be has fived well durmng the pust seven yvears.  Feels
tolerably well, except as to the cough.

Exatsination on admissiou.

Respiratory System.—Thoracic expansion is somowhat vestricied.
The sternal end of the left clavicle is dislocated ; manubrium steini
depressed, and the prominence of third aud fourth ribs appears to have
resulted from an old fracture.

On pereussion, anteriorly, the right side off the chest is resonant, us
also the upper two-thirds of the left side; the lower thivd s dull both
anteriorly and latsrally.  On ausculation over right side, inspiration is
found to be harsh, expiration prolonged. On the lett side inspiration
is sibilant, expiration prolonged and attended by fine moist crepitation
superiorly, but over lower third, by loud suoring.  Posteriorly, percus-
sion is normal. The respiratory sounds are siightly exaggeerated on
both sides, and at the base of left lung there is fine crepitus with ex-
piration. The cough is very troublesome ; sputa copious (about & pint
in twenty-four howis) muco purulent, viscid and fetid, but wueh less so
than the breath ; some of the mnasses are tinged with blood. No lung
substauce is obscrvable under the microscope; but there are abundant
pus-globules.

Digestive System.—Tongue furred and moist. Patient complains of
great thirst,  There is vo hepatic or splenic eniargement discoverable
on percussion. Bowels open.

Genito- Urinary System.—Urine, sp. gr. 1-032; deposits a copious
sediment of urate of ammonia and purpurates. Chlorides abundant.

Circulatory Systern—Cardiac duluess two and a balf inches trans-
versely at nipple; impulse felt Letween fifth and sixth ribs. There is
aslight blowing murmur at the close of systolic, heard at the apex.
Pulse 68, full and firm,

All the other systems normal.
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Febo 17tk Pu'se 80, full; <in hot nd deve Ononeht -ide of the
ehes the respiratony eotoers are hai-hy ol with foreed expiration,
snoting. On the lert side the respirators someds have the same chiarae-
ter, but ta o gveater denee. Posteriorly, foread respivation 1~ harsh on
vight sine s wid on Jett there s snormy with hoth vespiratory aets,

Tonstie turied ; thist cueessive,

Lath. To uke the foltowing misvtwre : B —Naphthae medicinal's,
Zi3s Liguoris morphue muriatis, 2 1 Ngee distillatie ad = vi—M,
Ft. mistuia cujus sumat % <s, tor quotnde,

Fospore—On the ment side the ~onnds are unchanged 3 but on

ar
the Jet tavre s sthitus hnturi.u'ly, with nsperidion and expitation, and
fitee crepitus at the close of the fatter. Patient continues very iy,
Puls: su, ull Patient expectoates about i pintin twenty-tonr hours.,
M-ikes no cemplain,

Lath.  Noaloiis on lett side.

26tk Costuerabde pain over lower thini of et <ide. T have a
histor applied to the seat of pain,

2tst Pain woch divsmished. Patient s <6l vary thissty. Sputa
inereasen i qu:mlit_\‘-

2ud. The pam has quite gone. v peicussion the dull sound is
more wintked over lower third of left <side.  Over the same region pos-
teriorly, the crepitant rale is sull heard,

23d. The crep tus l)lu\']ull.\l}' heard over fett side ;llilel'ilvll}‘, is 1o lunger
pesent. There 1= nosibilus on cither side, and over the whowe tron, the
respiration s not snonmg, althongh it 1~ nach Pulse 60, soft and
rathier fueble. Sputa mn hoinereas d (two pints in twenty-four hours).
Exhates an odour recemblis ¢ that of May fowers. Breath sull very
fetidd 5 the odour is rather feculent than gangrenous.

25th.  Had a return of himoptysis to day at 2 P.3). The sputa
were deeply covered with blood.  Paticut had wo pain, and at 7 PM.
the hemorrhage ceased.  Expresses hmselt as feeling well in other
respects. The snoring and crepitus have returned on the left side.
Postericrly, over lower halt of left side, there s comse crepitus with
both re~piratory acts, Pulse 60, very feeble.  Appetite good; thirst
diminizhed.  Add five miniws of tinet. ferri sesquichlor, to each dose of
the mixture.

March 2d. On auseultation a fine moist crepitation is heard, with
inspiration over the whole back. There is no dulness oo percussion,
although the tone is rather flatter than natural.  Vocal resunance every-
where incieused.

5th. For the last three days patient has been sitting up for about
three bours daily. Sputa as copious as before. Still no complaints.
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Ordered to omit the other remedies and take one-thirtieth of a grain of
sirvchoia every eight hours.

9¢th. No crepitas on right side. The breath is not nearly so offen-
sive. Patient fecls considerat'y sirouger, and sits up for five or six
bours daily. Increase dose of strychnia to one-twentieth of a grain,

10tk. 'The sputa this morning were shgh'ly tingad with blood .The
cough was very urgent, but patient had ro pain. Continned same
treatinent.

10th, Strength increasing. Sputa diminished in quantity, and sinec
last 1cport have been occasionally tinged with blood. The fragrent
odour has cntirely disappeared, and the breath has almost lost ite fetor.

24th. The dulness over the lower third of left chest is still present ;
therc arc vet crepitations remaining over the correspouding region
posteriorly.  The expectoration has very much decreased; the sputa
amounting to only a half-a pint in the day, contain but very few traces
of blood.

27ith. The cough is now very slight; sputa mcssures only 2 oz. par
diem. Patientis gaining flesh rapidly.

April 2d. The improvement continues; sputa only 1 oz in last
twenty-four hours, viscid and free from blood.

Dismissed. The expectoration had wholly ceased.

The fetid sputa were examined in the chemical 'aboratory of the
Uriversity by the kindness and under the superintendence of Professor
Gregory, and the odour was found to be due to the presence of methyla-
mine with butyric and acetic acids.

Comment.—Dr. Laycock remarked that the case would formerly
bave been regarded as an example of pulmonary gangrene, but it re-
sembled in the leading symptoms the class of cases known as fotid
bronchitis, In one point, however, only is there a resemblance to pal-
mouary gangrene, namely, in the stench of the breath and of the spate.
In the fetid bronchitis the odour i not that of putrid flesh, but very
characteristic of butyric and the new odorous compounds, the butyrates
of ethyl, now used to flavour coofectionery. In the case of Scott the
odour was that of the May flower, or of apple blossom, with a conjoint
odour—a sort of arrtére gout of feces.

Scott’s case showed other interesting characteristios. First, there was
the excessive thirst, out of all relation to the fobrile or general distarb-
ance, and referrible probably to lesion of the nervous system—a poly-
dipsia to be astributed to functional disturbance of the pneumogustrio
centre. Secondly, there was the sensorial hebetude, as indicated by the
feeling of well-being and content which the patient always manifested.
No feeling of illnees, snd especially nothing referrible to the lungs wes

E
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complained of.  This is a condition analogons to that obcived in
certia eases of phithisis.  Thirdly, in the istory there was the wevea o
oceurrence of de lirium tremens, andd the morbi i stare of the enes plaion
to be estimated conseqnently npon it, and upon the contined drunk -
ness.  Dr. Larcock, thevefore, concluded that the production in the
lungs of the peculiar compound to whivh the odour ot the sputa vas
due, migl t be referred 1o some changs: in the gansha of the poeume-
gastric and of the sympathetic in councetion with the puluerare
mucous surface, of an asthenic chaacter.  He sad he was ded to tis
view by the result of the experimenis of Claude Dervard, w'io bid wis
covered that the hiritation of the foor off the tfouwrth ventnwle, or, in
other words. of the ongin of the pnenmogastrie, was followed by the
appearance of sugar in the nrine.  However, the prodi tion of sugar in
the organisin may be evplained theoretically, the facts indicated that the
pneumogastric ganglion orthe nerve tissues near it and in anatomical
relazion with the prenmogistric nerves, exeicised an action on the
blood as it passed through the lungs, o that the organic compounds
contained in it woull Le abnormally altered when abuormal action was
set up in them. Ifenee Dr., Laycock preseribed strychni in the euse of
Scott, hoping therehy to modify the state of the nerve-centres, npor
which probably the production of butyric acid and he butyrates
depended.

THERAPEUTICAL RECOLD.

Voniting itu Pregnancy.—Dr, C. G. Quintard sneceeded in checking obstinate
vomiting in a pregnant woman by cauterizing the fances freely with u fifteen
grain solution of the nitrate of silver.

Prophylaxis of Purperal Fever.~—It is" recommuended by a French Physician to
administer Quinine aud Subcarbonate of Iron tolying-iu-women who are exposed
to the contagion of Pureperal Fever. e prescribes it in eight grains of the
former apd thirty grains of the latter daily.

Assufatide in scorbutic ulceration of the fiuces.~—Dr. Piwowarrow, chief phy-
sician of the military hospital at Poltawa, reports that of all the means he has
e¢mployed in scorbutic ulceration of the throat, assafietida bas proved of the
most marked ntility, rapid healing taking place, even when the destruction has
been considerable.

Cinchonine in Gastralgia.—Dr. Franchini strongly recommends this substance,
giving gr. 3 in two scruples of calcined magnesia four times daily, vr gr. § in
the form of pill three or four times a day.

Treatment of Boils.—Dr. Winslow states that he has found his treament
remarkably efficacious in the various parts of the world he has tried itin. It
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consists in bLierding the patient and giving no medicine. He prescribes the
remedy with as much contidence us he gives yuinine in agie, and that whether
the buil be but a ~light vne, or assuming & carbuncular form.

lodate of potassiwm in affections af the mouth.—Induced by the great success
th.t has attended the employment of chlorate of potass in affections of the
mouth, MM. Demarguay and Guatin have tried the efficacy of the iodate of
pota=sium in numersus cases of diphtheritis and gangrenous stomatitis.  The
aneeess ias heen consideeable, and that in 2ome cases in which the chlorate
hias fadled. The dose employed was from four to cight grains.

Jsaind dsearido—T. Arsenious weid, gro 1-6; distlled water, Tiss.  Let
the acid be discolved in the water, which i3 to he hot.  The intestine is to bz
clered of its contents by astimple encma, aad then the ahove solution ie to be
throwp into the rectum with a symnge of glacs.

Borar Encmate in Dwrrhea of Children ~—The great utility derived from the
employment o’ borax m apithic of the buccal mucous mwembrane should lead
to its more frequent use. Thas in intestinal eztarrh of children there is often
uleeration around the margin of the anns.  In such cases M. Bouchut employs
the foljowing cuemaa with advantage :—DBoarax 2 j, ad 7 ij., weak burley-water,
I xxXVi

PERISCODE,

Treatment of Nevus by the Perchloride of Iron.—The perchioride
of iron still liodds it~ plave as a very usetul agent in the treatment of
some forms of nevas.  Mr. Lawrence in St. Bartholomew's, and Mr.
Coclz and Mr. TTilion in Guy's, frequently employ it us at first proposed,
by means of injection.  Used in this way, its chicf advan.ages are in
cases in which the growth is too large to Le ligatured or excised  Re-
peated injections of small quantities at a time, appears to be the most
suceessful method, as larger ones 1isk Jdoughing.  There was & case re-
cently in the Middieser Hospital under the care of Mr. De Morgan, in
which a nevus of the middle of the upper lip spread rapidly, and ulce-
rated through the lip, leaving a lorge tissure.  In this, by the use of the
perchloride, much advantage has been obtained ; the disease did not ap.
peat to be spreading. The child’> condition is now that of a single
harelip, both edges being, however, involved in a n@void structure.  Mr.
Bowman, in two cases recently under his care, in which the nzvus was
on the eyelid, has employed the perchloride, introduced by a thick liga-
ture of silk. One of these was that of an infant at the Ophthalmic, on
whom we saw him operate. The navus was ahout the size of a sixpence,
any involved the centie of the upper eyelid, being partly cutancous and
partly under the skin. Tohave tied it would have involved a subsequent



180 EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.

eversion of the lid ; And it became s problem of much interest to cure it
without leaving a scar. The plan adopted was to draw thro'.gh its
centre two large ligature th' ds previously soaked in the perchloride.
To prevent the threads from being squeezed dry in entering the skin
punctures were made in the latter with the point of a kuife, and a Lroad
needlo was employed. So completa was the coagulating power of the
fluid, that the threads eante out quite unstained, and not a drop of bloed
escaped from the panctures. This having been done, a siall actual can-
tery, about the sizc of & probe, was introduced into the middle of the
nevus, and made to burn subcuiancously a little patch in its contre,
The seton threrds were 1o be taken out the same evening. 1t was hoped
that the irritation, &c., which must follow these procedures, would de-
stroy the morbid vascularity of the part; and the plan altogether strack
us as exceedingly likely to be successful, and «t the same time possessing
the great advantage of Leing quite free from rick.  Ita success it will be
for time to determine. With the prechloride, in which the nievus is too
large to be sately tied, much patience must be exerc'sed. Many injec-
tions will be required, and the shrinking of the vascular tissue will often
not be nearly o great at the time as it will become after the lap<e of a
fow months. As exemplifying the dangers of the ligature, we may men-
tion that the writer assisted a fortnight ago in tying a very large navus
on the side of the face in a case in whioh the infant, healthy at the time,
died a week afterwards, and probably from the irritation caused.—
Medical Times and Gazette.

T Wedieal  Chromicle,

LICET OMNIBUS, LICET NOBIS, DIGNITATEM ARTIS MEDIC/E TUERI"

ProressioNaL Secresy.—The relativns of a physician to those who
favor him with their confidence are of so intimate s nature; he has so
many opportunities to become acquainted with matters, oceurring in famil-
ies, that ought to be heldsacred by bim and remain securely locked in the
deepest recesses of his bosom ; he is 80 often selected as the confidant to
whom the wretched, sorrowful, and repentant entrust sheir tale of guilt,
remorse, and grief, it becomes him to be a man of extended sympathies
and high uncompromisable honour to command the esteem of hie
patients and make thkem feel that their simplest as well as greatest
secrets are perfectly eafe in his Xeeping, From the earlicst periods in
the history of inedicine down to recent times, the fathers in medicine
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and those entrusted with the preparation of the imnedical neophyts for
the practice of the ..oportant duties of his profeesion, have thought it
incumbent on them to exact an oath from each suceessful eandiaate,
that he wonld never betray any secret entrusted to his keepiug, or one
that he shouid accidentally become cognizant of, professionally, ere
they inveated him with the authority to go forth mto the busy world
and assume the responsibilities of phi.sician to his fellows. Tu was
never intended, however, that a medieal man was to ramain silent when-
ever facts relating to fearful erime, such as murder, cither accomplished
or contemplated, came to his knowledge. No oath could be hinding on
8 man, or warraut him in assisting to defoat the ends of justice.  Under
such cireumstances, silence wonld be criminal and make him accessory
to the tuct.  Instead of meviting praice for keepmg secrets of that
pe' .0 he would rather deserve the execraticns of socicty.

An event hLas lately occurred in the city of New York which las
eaumed 8 great deal of escitement in the community and involves the
question of the betrayal of trust on the part of a physician. We pro-
pose laying in brief termis, the facts of the case before our readers, with
eur views on the subject. The notorious Mrs, Cunningham, alios Mrys,
Burdell, who a short time since was tried for the murder of Dr. Harvey
Rurdell, and acquitted, has lately atlempted the perpetration of a criminal
frand, formed for the purpose of obtaining the whole of the late Dr.
Burdell’s property. It appears that while this lady was confined in the
Tombs awaiting her trial for murder, she caused it to bo announced that
she was pregnant with child and that in due time an heir woulc be born
to Dr. Burdell’s estate. Her personal appearance justified the assertion,
and, at her request, Judge Dean gave au official notification of the ecir-
cumstance. Mrs. C. nest coosulted Dr. Uhl, who would appear to have been
ber medical adviser, and desired to engage his services.  Subseuently
she told him that her pregnancy was a pretence, but that if he would aid
her in carrying out her plaus to a successtul issue, one thousand dollara
would bs his fee. The <ervices of one Dr. Catlin, an individual whom
Mrs. Cunningham professes * to have in her power,” were also secured for
the iuteresting occasion. Dr. Uhl appareutly assented, but his con-
science not feeling very easy, he immediately informed District Attorney
Hall of everything that had transpired. By the advice and at the
urgent request of Mr. Hall, Dr. Uhl entered enthusiastically into Mrs,
C's plans, with the view of exposing the attempted frand and bringing
the guilty ones to justice. ¢ To carry onthe project, he represented that
he had the good luck to have found a woman who was about being con-
fined in Elm awset, who would part with ber baby. She was neither to
18 or know Mrs. Cunningham, and therefore there could be no possi-



182 EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. R

bility of any unpleazant Jevelopmen's.  Apartments were procured at
160, Fam air ey and were farmshed by Mr, Hall tor the jwoper revep
tion of a lying in-woman.  Meantime otlicers Dilks, Hopkins, Speirbt,
and Walsh sere detachied 1o keep a close look out in Bond ~treet. Mr,
-1 assivted himself on Moinday in perfecting  arrangements.  An
infant that had been horn on Saturday was enguged from its mother o
Bedevue Dospitsl, marked by lunar canstic, and otherwise identfied,
and a muse engrged. Do Ul was to be et Bl street to deliver over
the buby to the Sister of Chart:y whe was to call tor it.

All thines beine veady, Mrs, Cunningham was notified that the heir
was bova aed she sait ~he would ~send a lady (whose name she refised
1o wive) to ook at the place, so as to know where to zo at a later hoar,
Dr. ULl stationed bimself ar 190, Elm street, and kept wach for the
fady who was o be sont to vevonnoitie the premiises 3 and m o shor
time a person wade her appearanee, passeld by and inspected the place,
That Lidy, althengh in the disgnise of a Sister of Charity, In. Ull
recognized as Mrs. Connincham herselfs As soon as she had left the
neighbouthood, Dr. Uhl again visited No. 31, Bond strect, when Mrs,
Uonninghiam called a tady, whom Dr. Uhl recoguised as her sivter (Mrs
Burns.) into the room, and asked her if she was ready to go for the
child, when Mrs. Burus asked for the dark dress, and Mrs, Cunningham
told her where it was, It was then airanged by Mrs, C. and the doctor
that he shouli go to No. 190, Eln street, and wiit at the front hall till
the lady to ve sent should come; and m order to avoid oy mistake in
the 1natrer, the lady was to carry a white handkerchief in Ler hand.
After waiting about fifteen minuies, the lady appeared who had pre-
viously reconnoitred the premises, carrving, as agreed upon, a white
bandkerchief in herhand.  The lady wore a fong black dress, and a hood
or close bonnet, after the style worn by the Sisters of Caarity—her face
being alinost covered : bur fiom her manner, form, and general bearing,
Dr. Uhl again recognized her to be uone other than Mrs, Cunningham
herself.  Dr, Uhl asked her if she bad come for the child. She made
no reply, but followed hin up stairs to the door of the roum.  The light
burat dimly on the centre table, the door which opened into the
adjoining room displayed the foot of a cot on which the sick mother
was supposed to be prostrate.  Mrs. Cunningham ounly looked in, but a
glance must have satisfied her all was right ; the nurse, Mary Regan,
sat with the child in her lap, the basket at her feet ; as Mrs. Cunning-
bam presented herself, she was asked if she came for the child, as
agreed upon, she shook her handkerchief in reply, the next instaut the
“little thing ™ was placed in the basket and handed through the parti-
ally opened door, and Mrs. C. hurredly left the house. Dr. Uhl then
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started for home, leaving those engap.d with bim in the plot to attend
tn M, Cunningham's movements.  The doctor had been at home but
a brief period, when he receved a sutnmons throngh a gentleman (a
stranger) to vepair immediately 1o 31, Rond strect, as M. Bardell was
then suffering with fabor pains.  On arriving at the residence of Mrs,
Cunningham, he was conducted 1o a dirkered room, where M. Cun-
pingrim was in bed el apprrentiy in ereat sufforing. Dr. Catlin and
Mrs. Burng, sister of Mi~. Cunvincham, were present. Dro Calin
brouglt in a pail containing blood, with which the <hects were satu-
rated 3 and, in due time, afier consiierable groaning and moaning, the
evpectant heir was brought forth and transferred over to the nurse,
June Bell, who washed and dresseid it, white the dectors went through
the process of bandaging the snfering but delie ted mother; who touk
occasion to exclaim, with muoch earnestuess, that “she had pat her
trust i0 Go d, and in vetwn he had been pleased to favour her!™ At
this stage, Dr. Uhl lett the Lonse and the case to the charge of others,
who were on hand at the door.  All this firce was petformed on Mon-
day night, between eleven and twelve o’clock. At half past eight the
policemen in the seeret took their stations, Capt. Dilks, in Bioadway
opposite Bond street, Capt. Speight opposite Burdell’s house,  Capt.
Hopkins took up his station in the alley whicli leads from the vear of
31, Bond into Bleeker street, when he was mistaken for a burglar,
much to the alarm of the neighborhood.  Capt. Speight saw Mrs,
Cunningham come out of the house, followed her to Elm sireet, and saw
her return to Bond streei, the basket containing the baby in her pos-
session. The policemen then took their stations in front of the Lonse
to vbserve who went in or out.  Among the latter was Catherine Bell,
the surse, Dr. Catlin, and Jastls Dr. Ubl.  About twelve o'clock at
night the police started towards Broadway, when they met District
Attorney Hall, Capt. Dilks, Dr. Montagaie, and Ofticers Smith, Wilson,
and Walsh.

After a little conversation, it was agreed that Cupt. Dilks and Dr.
Montaguie should go to 31 Bond street, and state that they had heard
that a curious delivery had taken place, and that they wanted to see that
all was right. Two women answered the snmmons, and stated that Mrs,
Cunningham was too sick to be seen. The women then went up stairs,
and the men followed. Before reaching what was Dr. Burdell's bec-
room, the women opened the door and said, “ Mrs. Burdell, here are iwo
gentlemen who want to sce you”  She said, “ Shut the deor; they can’t
come in.” Dilks immediately went in and said, * Madam, we dont
wish to interrnpt you seriously, but we have heard that you have been
delivered uuder suspicious circumstances, aud it is our duty to inquire.”
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The light was then down; they turned it up, and saw by her side 3
sleepinginfant. Dr. Montagnie recognized it as the child he had carried
to Elm street. He had previously marked it with a little lunar caustie
under cach armpit and under each ear, marks which did not appear wn-
til next day. He had also cut the umbilical cord ancw, and retied it
with the edging of a pocket-handkerchief which there could be no inis-
taking.

Dr. Montagnie said to Mrs. Cunningham, “ Whose child is this#
She said, “ It 1s my child.” He asked it it was the child of Dr, Burdell,
Sha said, “ Yes, of course! whose else could it be? 1 am his widow.”

Almost iamediately Dilks came down to the door, and the police went
up stairs. Those present were approhensive that the child might be
killed, and an attempt was made to take it away from her atall hazards,
She said, “Don't take my baby " and the woman persisted in saying,
“You must not take this baby ; it is Mrs. Burdel’s baby.” One of the
police asted. * Where is the basket that it was Lrought herc iu 9 She
said, ‘* There is no basket in the place.” A policeman then said, “ There
was no usc making any disturbance about it; the doctors were arrested,
and everything was found out; the child belonged to the Bellevuz: Hos-
pital.”  The hospital clothes had been taken finm it, and new and ele-
gant apparel, evidently made for the purpose, had been put upon it. In
the back rvom—the room in which Dr. Burdell was murdered—the
police found the remains of a lunch. Mcanwhile Mrs. Cunningham still
persisted that she had Deen i labor, and was suffering with after pains.
The basket could not be found, high or low. The after-birth that Dr.
Montagnie brought from the Dellevue Hospital was there; a pail of
bullock’s blood was found, and the sheets smeared with blood.”

Now the question which has been mooted in .he United States, in
reference to the conduct of Dr. Uhl, viz: was he warranted in betraying
secrets revea.ed to him professionally § is, we conceive, easily answered.
Mrs, Cunningham contemplated the commission of a ¢rime which would,
i’ successfully carried out, have seriously injured the interests of other
parties. It was absolutely necessary to the success of the plot thata
physician should be made cognizant of the whole details, and induced to
work in harmony with others, Whatever guilt was attachable to ary
one concerned in tae criminnl act would be equally attachable to him.
‘When Mrs. Cunningham, therefore, informed Dr. Uhl of the fraud which
sheintended to perpetrate, and requested him to become a party to it by
an attendance on her during the pretended accouchement, she virtually
asked him to criminate himself by aiding her to play the villain. The
oath which Dr. Uhl subecribed to onthe day of his graduation, was
never intended to impose silence on him under such circumstances. His
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duty to himself, to seciety and to the miserable woman was perfectly
clear. When the proposition was made, he cught immediately to have
declined having anything to do with it; he should have given her dis-
tivetly to understand that he would not consider himself bound to with-
hold his evidence against her in the event of the crime being committed ;
and lastly, he shonld have seriously warned ber against the criminal
course she intended to pursue. In neglecting to act in this mauner, pur-
suing indeed a most opposite course, and not in betraying professional
secrets, has Dr. TUhi, in our opinion, acted unprofessionally, and laid
hirnself open to the severest censures of his confreres. Instead of firmly
sud mantully refusing on the iustant to have lot or part in the fraud, he
wilfully deceives Mrs. Cunningham by accepting with apparent eagerness
the terms of her proposition. He not oniy does this, but he informs
District Attorney Hall of what bas transpired, at whose request, moreover,
he consents to act outa falselioud, and by so doing lead on a female to the
commission of a crime, 'We have yet to learn that such an act is either
morally right, or one that is becoming in a member, either of the legal
or medical profession. It is the undoubted duty of all to prevent the
commission of crime, and to ald in its detection when committed, but
who ever tempts his fellow to do a criminal action by placing facilities
in his way, ought certainly to be considered an accessory, and judged
accordingly. Dr. Uhl has acted usprofessionally also in becoming the
agent of Mr. Hall, a sort of detective or spy in the service of that gentle-
man. Had he, when he lodged information with the authorities, washed
his hands of all further connection with the deceit, we could have no-
thing to say against him, but by becoming the very life and soul of every
move in tha deception, he prosiituted the noble profession to which he
belongs, and should, as & punishment, be deprived of the status he holds
in that profession.

CrrMiNaL ABoRTiON.—A short tine ago a charge was brought against
a Medical Practitioner here for having produced Abortion ;—he was
accordingly handed over to justice, and the result, we believe, is still
pending his future trisl. 'Without desiring to engender any public ani-
mosity or prejudice against the degraded offender, we conceive that the
subject in its general bearings a8 4 crius is deserving of consideration,
from having reason to know that there are doubts abroad concerning
the impropriety of the offence, as well as mistaken notions of the degree
of punishment it deserves; and it is merely in relation to these we offer
the following remarks, moved by no other feeling than a desire to put

forth matters in their true light.
v
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The morality of the ancients was very low, and but little compune.
tion was felt by them in destroying the offspring at an early age after
its developement had begun. But their ignorance often would exteny-
ate their monstrosity, for they did not in many cases believe that the
embryo received vitality till & period remoter than the time when thy
miscarriage had been induced. The earliest statement of the inception
of life among their records, is by Hippocrat s, or rather by the writer of
a tract assigned to him, who held that the feetns was not endowed with
life till 30 days after conception if it were a mle, and 42 days after if s
female, Others, however, fixed upon a more advauced date, and even
the learned Zacchias, the Roman Medico-Jurist, doubled the period and
settled upon G0 days.

It is pleasant to contrast with these reminiscences of the dark ages
the extent of our present belief founded upon more exact science and
intimate inquiry. We now contend that vitality immediately sueceeds
conception,—the new being enjoys existence from its first developement,
and from the first moments of genesis is manifested, in a progressive
growth, an active life. And this is no mere scieutific abstrusiy, buta
doctrine enforced by legislation. The law recognizes the life of the
foetus in utero matris, as the phrase is, she admits the propricty of the
unborn offspring to her protection, and atturds it the justiec which its
entity demands when injured. And morcover, she allows that life begins
from the earlicst period of existence; in short,—she sunctions the modern
propositions we lave first contended for. By the law, an iufant is the
inberitor of real estate from the moment of its conception ; its existencs
being made to date from its earliest genmination, and to extend through-
out the whole time of itsintra.uterine abode: the ¢rabryo is thus clearly
alive, legally, ad initio, for it may be invested at its coneeption with the
inheritance and the rights appertaining to the owner of real estate.

The most important consequences tollow by the law’s admission of the
propriety of the unborn offspring to lier protection, and its right t the
justice which its entity demands when injured,—and of this a still turther
cxample is furnished by our present subject. We find, in the criminal
code, that if injury bedone the fetus it is avenged : if such violence be
used towards the mother that the child die in consequence, the crime of
Feticide is committed, which is regarded as a heinous misdemeanor.
This is Abortion ; and here we would remind all who are tempted, and
Physicians often are tempted by patients themselves, of the great peril
to which the “ heinous"” practice if etfected would expose them. Accord-
ing to Canadian law, whoaver is convicted thereof, shall be liable at the
discretion of the Court, to be imprisoned at hard labor in the Provincial
Penitentiary for the time of Lis natural life, or for any term not less
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than seven years, or to be imprisoned in any other prizon or place of
confinement for any term not exceeding two vears. Attempts are
frequently made *o establish degrees of crimivalty.  The severe punish-
ment abuve specified is alleged to be condign when the mother is
quick with ¢hild ; and for the same offence at an antecedent period of
Pregnancy, no express measure of infliction hias been specifically appor-
tioned. Dut such adistinetion, in the case of Feticide or Feetus murder,
is about as unpardonahle as it wonld be to divide Humicide into shades
of culpability according to the age of the person killed ; awarding a
less heavy punishment to the murderer of a boy than to the murderer of a
104D, becanse—and no better reason is given for the mitigation of sentence
anninst abortionists before quickening—the boy was an immature man.
Qnickening does not shew an inception of life. but is merely a manifest-
ation, and a late one, too, of life, late—because o long delayed as to have
been forestalled by many other vital signs cqually reliable. Quicken-
ing rather than being the exponent of life, s an evidence of viability,
and therefore declares that the child has acquired such an amount of
organic power as to have an aptitude for sustaining am extra-uterine
existence or separate maintensnce—ard that previously this power had
not sufficiently grown to produce the movemonts that give it character.
This view is well aticsted by the correspondence that holds between the
periods of viability and those of quickening commonly admitted.
Ramsbotham, as an authority, says, quickening generally occurs “ about
the end of the fourth or commencement of the fifth month,” <. e. it now
first supervenes; and early though this be for a personal survivorship,
vet facts shew that there arc instances of life-continuing children even
then. There are three cases of children being born at the 5th month
of utero-gestation who coutinued to live for some time. The first of
these was seen by Dr. Montgomery of Dublin—it culy lived a fow
minutes. The second by Mr. Sravthe, and it lived for 12 hours: from
peculiar circumstances it was clear that the mother of the infant was
correct in respeet to dutes, and the case is reccived as authentic by Mr,
Taylor, who records it in his Manual of Medical Jurisprudence. The
third is that of Cardinal Richelieu, on account of whose early birth the
Parliament of Paris decreed that the infant at 5 mouths possessed that
capability of living to the ordinary period of human existence which the
laws of France required for establishing its title to inheritance. Now, if
we descend the scaie of uterine longevity we arrive at the vext period—
between the 4th and 5th month—and even here two cases of viability
appear. One, that of Fortunio Liceti, an Italian Physician, who was
born between the 4th and 5th months of utero-gestation, and who at-
tained the age of 80 years, and a case mentioned in Taylor (Op. Cit.) of
a child born at the 4th month of pregnancy, and living.
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With the natural doubts that seme of these statements prima facie
arousc about their credibility, we having nothing to do; for if we merely
receive them mnitedly, one single fallacy, or even individual exceptions,
cannotdestroy the general veracity: and through thia the original or lead-
ing truth js substantisted. They prove that to limit the extreme punish-
ment of Abortion tothe tine of quickening, is to avenge the death not of 4
livingbut ofa viable child. The fundamental object must then elude legal
cognizance; for the desireis not to preserve life, and murder cesases tobe the
destruction of Iifa: but the endeavor isto substitute in each instance for this
great principle,—i. e.life,—one of its less proximate acts, The law incar-
ceratesthe Abortionist most long,not so mnch because the child had life as
becanseit moved,and not that it was made dead, but rather because it could
no longer quicken. The defectiveness of Juridical discrimination in thess
caseg is rendered yet more evident by the above data. They fix upon
the 5th month, at last as an indisputable t rm of life; and are suffi-
ciently numervus to warrant our imputing viability to other children
at that period. Plain though this be, still we cannot always be guided
by even such arule in criminal cases, as in these the utmost rigor of the
law may yet be defied,~—for it may happen that although the age of the
pregnancy has been defivinitely ascertained, the usnal period of quick-
ening has transpired without this event accruing. So that in reality
there is mno safety in the legal protection of children in utero whose
mothers donot feel quickening till later than the 5th month, an accident
by no means improbable, as this sign of gestation is often very retarded
in its appearance, and sometimes never once sapervenes; and although
there be the genernl similarity before shewn, between it and viability, in
point of time, there is no correspondence as regards mutual indication,
for the offepring may be viable when the mother does not experience
quickening,

We, therefore, claim an equal punishment for abortion at whatever
period of life this diabolical act maybe criminally perpetrated, for in our
eves, the murder is as true at one age as at another, and to us the em-
bryo with its growing faculties is as sacred an object for preservation as
its more developed because elder neighbour.

OBITUARIES.

Taenaro, the celebrated chemist, has just died, at the advanced age
of oighty. He mainiained his ardent love for science to the last, and
will be especially miwmed by young aspirants for scientific hononrs, whom
he especially delighted to encourage. He has died universally regretted ;
and the Académie des Sciences, on hearing of his death, which took place
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the evening before their weekly meeting, at once adjourned, as it its ex-
cellent custom whenever it loses one of its celebrated members.  One of
the last acts of M. Thénard’s adwmirable career was the foundation of a
new Bencvolent Sociely for scicntific persons, or, as he styled them, the
friends of science. He was formerly a Peer of France and Chancellor of
the University, as also a member of the Institute, and a Grand Officer of
the Legion of Honour. e taught by turns at the Sorboane, the Ecols
Poiytechnique.. and the College of France; and he has endowed his
country with & work on chemiatry, which has remained for forty years,
and passing through six editions, the most esteemed book on that science-
M. Thénard possessed large property, which he nsed in a most generous
and Christian manner, his last act of philanthropy being the foundation
of asociety for the ralief of scientific men in distress, his first snbscription
amounting to £800. Dumas, who was twenty years ago the pupil of
Thénard, pronounced over his tomb an eulogium full of griet and affcction,
by which all the asmembly was deeply moved.

SesTiRR— Another of the rising celebrities of the Paris Medical com-
munity has been cut off, like his friend Valleix, in the prime of life. He
had conquered an important position threugh the concours, and had
produced an exccllent monograph upon (Edema of the Glottis, He has
left a valuable work upon the effucts of lightning, unfinished.

Grexeav.—Dr. Frangois Gueneau de Mussy died at Paris, May 4th,
at the age of 83. He was a member of the academy of medicine, and
formerly a physician of Hbtel-Dieu. He was eminent as & man of science ;
bat it was chiefly on aceount of the ncble simplicity and rectitude of his
character that the profession glorifizd him. As Lamb would say, he
had someting of the old Roman height about him.

Sir James Evre, M.D—Died at the residence of a friend at Clapham,
on Friday morning, the 19th inst. He had attended the Queen’s levée
on the previous day, retired to bed in his usval health and spirits, and
was found dead early in the morping. Sir J. Eyre was for many years
in general practice at Hereford, and was knighted on the occasion of his
presenting an address to the Queca from that town (of which he was
then Mayor), on the birth of the Prince of Wales, He subsequently
settled in London, and practised for some years in Brook street, He pu-
blished a work “On the Use of Oxide of Silver in Uterine Affections,”

and another entitled “ The Stomach and its Difficulties.” Both of these
productions were of a semi popular character, and had a large sale. Of
late Sir James had partially retired from practice, and resided at Brompton.
He was sixty-six years of age.

Sir Roserr CarswELL, physician in ordinary to the King of the Bel-
gians and formerly professor of pathological anatomy at University
College, expired at his residence at Lacken, near Brussels, on the 15th
inst., aged sixty-four.-His Fathological plates are well known.
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SEcRrETARY's OFFICE,

Toronto, 1st August, 1857, §
Mepicar ArrorNTMENTS IN Avcrst.—Ilis Excellency the Aduninis
trator of the Government has been pleased to grant a License to Harvey
Julin Philpot, of tne Town of Simcoe, F\q, MR.C. of Surceons of

Eugland, to practice Physie, Surgery, and Midwifery in Gpper Canada.
.\n'_{mt 8th.—ducob Baxter of Cayuga, W iliam McPhersor and
William McCargow of Caledonin, Eeqs., physicians, to be a Board for
examining applicants for Militia Pensions in the County of Haldimand.

QU «\RTFRL& REPORT OF THE \IO\TPE.\L GE\'E:ML HOSPITAL,
ENDING 28tu JULY, 1857.
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Patients remaining from last +D"2d during Quarter,.......... 1
QUATICT, « o ve it 59, Now in tlospitaly............. 48
Admitted present Quarter,..... 323 | Discharged,.................. 327
Total e e innninentinns 384/ Total, e vurenniinnnann, 384
IN-DOOR PATIENTS. i OUT-DOOR PATIENTS.

Males,.ovviiien i, 194 | Males,....... Ceeerteeeniaes vee 64
Femules, . - vvevuennn veveninas 131 Females, .oovvennnnnnnnan. vee T46
Total,. e vvvennninnnnen, 325 ! Total,.eevvvenns. cevens 1390

OPERATIONS &c., DURING THE QUARTER.

Major—By Dr. Howard—Lithotomy.

By Dr. McCallun—Amputation at upper third of tkiglh, and removal of fibroid
‘umor from lip.

By Dr. Sutherland—Extirpation of testicle.

By Attending Physicians—-Trephining skull 1. Amputation of fingers 3. Li.
gatare of hamorroids 2. Tumors removed, encysted 1. Painful subcutaneous
1. Operntions for strabismus 4; for ectropion 2 ; for pterygium 2 ; for cataract
4 (Keratonyxis). Hydroceles tapped 2. Hydrocele injected 1. Knce joint tapped
and injected 2. Tapped alone 2. Total 31.

Mixor.—Ven@sections 13; Cuppings 16; Wounds dressed 27; Frenum linguse
divided6 ; Vaccinations 5; Abscesses opencd, and other incisions, 157 ; Starched
bandages applied 30; Teeth extracted 202. Total 455.

PRACTURES AND DiSLoCATIONS.—Fracturca treated, in-door, 9; out-door 6.

Total 15. Dislocations reduced, humerus 1; radius 1; radius and ulna 1.
Total 3.

ATTEXDING PEYSI1C1ANS.~—Drs. Fraser and Reddy.

ROBERT CRAIK, M.D.,

House Surgeon.

MEDICAL NEWS.

We notice that Professor R. M. Huston, has resigned the chair of materia
medica, which he has so long filled in the Jefferson medical college.—He has
been succeeded by Dr. Mitchell—In the midst of a splash of excrementitious
folly,\abont the circulation, we find this verdant bog. * The visible heart per-
forms this functiort, because there is a corresponding spiritual heart within it.”
The function referned to, is describing to be throwing, * the blood to the finest
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ramifications of the vascular system, and magnetically calling it back again.
An additional subscription of £45, collected in Russia by His Excellency, Dy
WMarkus, has been received. Di. Redfern of Aberdeen, has tratsmitted £16 2ok
lected by bimself.—Dr William Pultney Alison has been granted a pension 'of
£100, from November the 10th 1856 in consideration of his scientific attainmenta.
He was late Professor of Physic in the University of Edinburgh.—The ministey
of war has sanctioned a proposal, that assistant surgeons for service in the
Army, shall henceforth be selected from a competitive examination. The first
examination was to have taken place July the 16th. and the vacancies to i
filled up were 20 in aumber—At the last half yearly meeting of the R oya! Ha.
mane Society, an honorary medal was unanimously awarded to Mr. Erasmus
Wilson ; who saved a woman aged 60, in the Regent’s Canal, Regen t's Park,
last April—In 1737, the physician who attended Queen Caroline had 500
guineas, and the surgeons 300 guineas each—Dr. Willis for his succe caful ate
tendance on Goorge the Third, was rewarded with £1,500 per annum fo r twenty
years, and £650 per annum to his son for life. The other physician:3 bad 3¢
guineas each visit to Windsor; and 10 guinea each visite to Kew.—1 ‘he wipa
account of Guy's Hospital, for 1856 ammount:d to more than $5,000. This es-
timate does not include the spirits account, which nearly reached §32,000.—
Medical journalism, has penetrated to the antipodes. A periodical, en!titled the
A.ustralian medical journal, hss recently been established at Melbour ne—It is
stated in the Gazette medical de Paris ; that of 3.295, 220 young men exs umined in
France, for military service during 19 years, 13,007 were exempted for v ayopia.—
The Iargest man in the world, as said, died lately in Henderson Cour ity Tens,
His height was seven feet six wnches. His weight was a fraction ¢ )ver 1609
pounds. It required 17 men to put him into the coffin. Took over 1 00 feet of
plank to make his coffin. He measured arround the waist 6 feet and . 9 inches,
~—At the Thames Police Court lately, a persan was fined 40s. for sell ing arsenie
uncolored, by which death was caused.—Electricity has been used ft r cooking,
by M. Gisquet; an oil refiner of Paris. By means of a special apj aratus, aix
pounds cf beef were cooked, in five minutes and ten seconds.— Mrs. Gavia
widow of the late Dr. Gavin, the Government Sanitary Inspector in the Crimes,
has been granted a pension of £80.—M. J. Nickles has not oniy fo und fluorine
in human blood, but likewise in that of other mammalia, as the p ig, sheep, ox
and dog, and in that of many birds, as turkeys, geese, ducks ¢ (nd chickens.
He has also found it in the bile, in the albumen of egg, in gelat ine, in salivs,
and in factin the entire organism.—

Three faces wears the Doctor; when first sought
An Angel’'s—and a God’s the cure half wrought :
But when that care complete he seeks his fee,
The Devil looks less terrible than he.



