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Art. XSXVI—ON THE CONTAGION OF CH
‘ By W. Mansper, M.D.,'Quebcc, )
The fearful pestilence that has stalked over the length
and the breadth of the land, with such fearful strides,
wacking its course with desolation and mourning, hav-
ing now for a third time passed away, leaves us free to
express ourselves, ‘ o '

OLERA.

+ ¢ In thoughts that breathe,” o
sad openly todiscuss any, and every doubtful point,
connected with the history, character, progress, cause
or treatment of cholera, without the apprehension of
ccreating alarm;  and,!consequently, the necessity no
longer exists for subduing or withholding a truthful and
free expression of opinion. I shall, therefore, offer no
apology, for now redeeming a promise made elsewhere,
of resuming the subject of the contagion of cholera at a
fuwre time ; although I am well aware that, in doing
so, I am treading on disputed ground. When 1 con-
sider the professional characters, and the clevated posi-
tions of many of the parties whose opinions and views
are adverse to my own, I do not enter the lists withont
being fully impressed with a sense of the importance of
the subject, and of the obscurity that involves it—as
well as of my own inability to doit justice; 'yet, from
the fact that the ground is not neutral, { step forth fear-
! lessly, well ‘knowing, that ¢ the race is not to the swift,
j nor the' battle to the strong,” resolved, that my data
"sbh‘alg' be correct, my facts; true, and my arguments,

rief, . S ~ e

Having had the melancholy, personal ‘experience of
three visitations of this insidious and appalling disease in
‘this city, during the years 1832, 1834, and 1849, I
‘intend in the course of this paper, not only to give such
facts as bave come under my own observation, during
each of these periods, tending to establish the con-
' tagous nature and character of cholera; but, in support
“Df_}hese\views,'l purpose laying some’ of wy medical
fiends under contribution, besides drawing on other
published and authentic sources of information. Hav-
Ing -aceess to some important documents, never before
piblished, it .is ‘my ‘intention to endeavor to trace the
lisease to its origin, in each 'of the years above men-
toned ; and to establish, by proofs, that it had an exis-
%n¢e, not epidemically, but in isolated cases in persons
who had arrived- from infected 'localitie, or who had
tme in contact with. persons or effects from infected
alities, before its presence was generally admitted or
Mertained, . CL ‘
' From the title that I have given this paper, it becomes
ﬁEcgssary that I explain what. [ ‘mean by the word
~antagion,”” and what force I intend it to convey.

medical friend on the subject of contagion, upwards of a
guarter of a century ago, thus expresses himself.” ¢ As .
far as I have examined this subjeet, it appears to me .to
be more a dispute ahout words than facts. The abuse
of the terms contagion and infection, and - the neglect
of writers.in not accordi~g to them a. precise definition
of the: manner in.which they severally employ them,
have, I'believe, been the source of our medical war-
fare,” &ec. S : : o

" These observations are most applicable to our present
position and times, hearing, as we 'do, ore medical”
practitioner declare cholera to he contagious—another,
infectious— another, communicable—another, contin-
gently. contagious or infectious—another, all these under
particular conditions or circumstances—and  another,
none. of them.  These different opinions-arise, some-
times from the diflerent modes of receiving facts, and
sometimes from taking for facts what are really not so;
as there is, I regret to -say, the greatest unwillingness
among medical men to probe into facts that do not fa-
vor their pre-concetved opinions, But, notwithstanding
these diversities of opinion;, all are agreed that the dis.-
ease is communicaled, and spread directly from person .
to person, and from place to place, regularly. and ‘suc-
cessively, althcugh we are all still “7n nudidus’ as to .
the particular mode of its'transmission, and ‘to the par-
ticular physical laws governing its progress and diffu-
sion. Let us not, then, blindly attach ourselves to either
the ‘one or the other party or faction, that dogmaticaliy
declares that the disease is contagious or non.contagious,
without reflecting for themselves; but let us rather di.
rect all our energies to the unravelling of all that is entan.
gled in the doubtful web—not suffering ourselves to be
led away by fine drawn theories, put forth at the ex-
pense of common sense; and lot us set forth facts
plainly, so as to establish a principle broadly, and under’
its widest and fullest bearing. Many medical writers;.
whether on cholera or other diseases, are mere writers
and not practitioners, and we consequently find among.
the thousard and one sixpenny publicatinns of the day,
issued by the teeming press of the neighboring republic,
theories and opinions unsupported by a single fact of
personal experience, evidently written ¢ ad captandum
vulgus,” for the amount they will- yield in dollars and
cents. 1 -will not now. particularize any one, it being .
foreign to my present purpose;  but will merely remark,
that even such opinions as they propound,when put .
into print, have their influence upon the public, as ‘well
‘as upan the more unreflecting members of the ‘medical
profession.. o o
But to return from this digression to the precise mean.

ing of the terms contagion and infection ; both ‘Hooper

he celebrated Dr. David Hossack, in writing to a

and Danglison, define contagior. as infection, and under -
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the head of infection say “ see Lomarrzm.” Dnnﬂh\on s
gencral definition of contagion is .so '1ppmp\ ate to my’
application of it to cholera, that T will offer no other
apology for extracting freely from it, merely remarking
that the parts ztahczsed are so done by me, aml intend-
ed 10 engage the attention of the reader. ‘

“ Contagion.  The lransmission of u discuse from
one person to another, by direct or indivect contuct.
The term has also heen apphed by some to the mias-
mata arising, from dead animal or verrehblo matter, bogs,
fens, &c., but in this sense, it is now ﬂbandoned Con-
tagious diseases are produced either by a virus, capable

. of causing them. by inoculation, as in small-pox, cow-
pox, hydrophobm, ‘syphilis, &e.; or by miasmata, pro-

rceedmg from, a sick "individual, as in plague, mshus
gravior, and in measles. and scarlatina.  Scrofula,
phthisis pulmondhs, and" cancer, have, by some, been

. esteemed contagious, but apparently \mhout foundation.

Lyswmns are, indeed, by no means ununimous in de-
ciding what diseases are contaﬂzous, and what 'not.

. The wntao‘ion of plague and tvphns, especielly of the
" latter,1s denied by many. It seems probeble, that a

' disease may be ('ontawou.s' unde7 cer tain circumstances,

. and not under ot/zem. . A case of common fever, arising
from common causes, as from cold, if -the putient be
‘kept in a close, foul situation, may be converted into o

" disease, capable of producing emanations whick may ea-
cite a similar disease in t/zose mﬁosed to them.  Con-
tagion and infection are generally esteemed synony-
mous. . Frequently, however, the former is applied 1o

‘digeases not produced by contact, us measles, scarlet

fever; &e., whilst Wnfection is used for those that require

- positive contact; as itch, syphilis, &c. ~ Those which
-are produced by contagion, and yet are buppowl to be
sometimes owing to other causes, are said to arise from
common eontaoton, as typhus (,vn:n‘cue p'\rotn]ea,
&c 3

The facts ihat [ purpose presenunu to ‘your readers,
will {end to overturn the theory of the 9])!der(‘ charac-§
ter of cholera ; and to establish those set forth in the

‘following able s summary from the pen of that eminent
writer, Alexandre Moreau de Jonaés,
au Conseil Supérieur de- s'\mt sur le Choléra-morbus
Pestilentiel, Paxis, 1831, page 152, he says, “Cey
'faits établissent, contradlctonement a lopmzon qui at-
tribue Ja maladie 4 une cau~e Lpulequuc ré tsidant dans
:l’atmoephére.” : ‘
L Que le cholé 1éta pﬂshknt\d pmwent d’un germe,
d'un. principe sui generis:

L2, ,Qu’ ll se transmet e\.(,luxi e'xt par des com-
mumcauons avec les individus qui sont ml'eclés de ce
germe; et par Pusage des choses qui le recélent ;-

- ¢ 3,-.Qu'il* apparait” uniguement dans Ies ileu\ ou
s ‘opérent ces communications; - .

T4, Quil est 1mporté d’un’ endroit ‘& un- auire: pm’
les batimeng de’ guerre, les navires du commerce, fes
embarcamons de. passage, les caravanes, les rouliers, les
corpg-d'armée, les lroupes de leerms et de fu} ards, et
les individus isolés 3"

45, Quil serépand & bord des navires par | les rap-
ports de letm équipages g 'n'ec des mc‘mdus ot des choses

In his “Rapport|

qui en sont mf’ectu et qu'il est 1ntroduit par eux d:ma
les: pauvres de leurs reliches ou de leur destination.

“ 6, Qu il s’¢tend des pomts du littoral infectés de
cette maniére, & travers intérieur des pays les plus
vastes, suivant les'hommes dans toutes leurs communi-
ca‘uons, et se propageant avec une rapidité propornoncll
a Pactivité des relations sociales ;

“7, Quil pénétre. constamment dans une. contrée
par la partie, de ses’ frontiéres qu1 est eén rapport aveg
d'autres pays déja infectés, et qu’il s’introduit dans - une
~ille par les quartiers dont les habitans sont en mpport
avee des lieux qu’il a deja ravagés; ‘

“8. Que pour en préserver. un port, une vxlle, fron-

ficre. il suflit de surveiller ou d’interdire Parrivée des
navires ou, des ‘voyageurs provenant des Lonnecs oit il
régne ;

%9, Que pour ¢u garanur une masse dindividus hﬂu-
tant une ville ot il s’est introduit, il suffit de les séparer

du reste de la population et d’empécher qu’ils aient ave -

elle aucune communication §
410, Que Dair '\tmo«phére, qui est lellement im<
punssant pour le propager & distance qu’une fam\!le, une

réunion de personnes peuvent vivre avec séeurité au’
wmilieu de ses ravoges, dans la ville, dans le pays ol il

cause fa . plis temble mortalité, pourvu qu'elles soient
séquestrCes strictement avant d’avoir été exposées 3
son action et jusqu’au moment odt’ elle totalemem
cessl.

“Dod il suit que lo choléra oriental se tranamet etse
propage, comme la peste, par les communications mé-
diates ou immédiates avec les individus qui en sont in-,
feetés; ce qui constitue de caracteére, propre’ et essen
tiel des maladies contagieuses, et le fait différer entiére.
ment des maladies upxdém‘ques dont |es causes réaxdent
dans d’atmosphére.”

(To be Continued.) -

Quﬂbm, Ol.tobﬂr "8 1849. .
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‘I'IE CHOLERA AT BE \U(’OR T, ANDITS TREAT
MENT.
- By 4 Von I('FLA.’\'D, MD Bmapart‘

An epidemic such as thic asiatic cholera, followed by
50 fearful a mortality among all ranks of the community,
spuring in its train neither the elevated, the wealth,
nor the poor, and which, -long Lefore its invasion, bal
thrown the entire populauon of the Province into moral
dr\qmetudc and abervation from the ordinary avocations
{of life, cannot fail of awakening, in the minds of thost
whose best energics, judgment and- acquirements have
been brought into full action o control its extension afd

save the -invaded, the deepest reflection and: concern.
Its for these to mke a retrospective view of their mi

{ nistrations; and to consider, seriously and well, whether

their efforts, and the application of all the: Yesourcs
which their noble and exalted science afforded, have
been availing or unavmlmg, to the pleservanon of hll'
man life,

Tue British ﬂmcnmn Journal of .Medacal and Plly
sical Science offers to every member of the profés
stons (he ad\antage of conveymg throuoh its pag?i
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_much additional information upon a subject, second to
none in importance and interest; it is therefore to be
presumed, that the invitation contained in the Seplember
_igsue; desiring an expression of the value of the different
lines of practice adopted in the disease, as it has mani-
fested itsell in this Province, will be earncstly responded
Ao by such of our medical Lrethren, at least, whose
labors have been engaged as’ stipendiary officials, or re-
‘quired in active private practice, ‘ ‘
I had entertained some hopes of being enabled to re-
_view the proceedings and labors of the local Board of
Health of the city of Quebec, organized hy the Corpo-
ration Council, on tlie appearance of the dreaded epi,
.demic, and compased of members of the medical
-profession and laity 5 but, as in this review, I should
have been desirous of confining myself to matters purely.
“within the province of suchofficial reports as embrace
the active operations of a Board of Heaith, constituted
for special purposes, and not a municipal body, origi.
raling measures corrective, of defective police, and ame-
liorative and produactive of whatever may conduce to
the ‘avoidance or alleviation of epidemical or other
contagious discases, I regret ‘thet the complex nature
of the documents lately published by the Board should
induce me to defer the subject to a more hefitting time. -

- lam fully persuaded that the office of  guardians of
the public health, necessarily entails on its holders many
unpleasant and onerous duties ; these are ofien aggraviit-
ed by the attempts which are made to cast odium on
their proceedings, and to thwart them in the discharge
of the trust reposed in them. - At the same lime it is
.also the duty of Boards of Health to have no conceal-
‘ments from their fellow  citizens, but lo act with open-
ness and eandor, - Thus will public' confidence be re
stored, and thus be verified the homely adage of # ho-
nesty, in all. human affuirs, is ever. the hest policy ;7
for, as an eminent writer observes, the concealment or’
perversion of the truth, however much it may be made
to serve the purposes of the passing day, can never ulti-
mately promote the ends of good government and true
humanity, but must lead, sooner or later, to the exposure
of ‘the delusion, or, what would be far warse, to the per-
petuation of error and’ prejudice. Coe

~ Whatever the individual opinions of members consti-
tuting so important an institution as a Board of Health,
may be, regarding so vital a question as the contagious
charagter of the prevailing epidemic, a question at once
‘involving the fundamental principles of action in the
‘preseviptive ordinances of prevention, _protection, and
“contact, they should be imparted and maintained , fear-
lessly and” honestly to the public,  through instru-
ments of intelligence and integrity—an unprejudiced and

independent press. . ‘ L
- I'shall not here assume the vight or privilege of cri-
ticism on the discrepancy of views and confliet. of opi-
nions which may have transpircd among those entrusted
with the administration and execution of the Health
law, however tending, in a great measure, to_increase
public anxiety ; nor reflect on the estimable President
of the Board, as a contagionist, although I may regret
his tacit authority tc the propagation of his faith at the

expense of his colleagues, by a
Quebec newspapers, : o

" The propagation' of the doctrines of .contagion ata
time of general panic, through the press, and that too by
an unscrupulous, and, apparently, enthusiastic advocate,
who, selecting a few isolated cases i support of such.
doctrines. and pluming himself with the awhority of the
highest official member of the Board of Health, could not
fail of spreading tervor and dismay, and lead to the wildest
incgads upon the peace and welfare of ‘society. "It was
throwiig at once an afirighted people into a state of mu--
tual excommunication, and thereby setling at ‘nought
thosc feelings of .domestic life which are peculiarly en-
deared to the mind of manin moments of sickness and
distress, severing every social tie and .placing the unfor--
tunate patient in ' situation of the most desolate isola-
tion, at the moment when the anly remaining comfort of
life exists in the kindness of natural friends and connec-.
tions. Under the paramount instinct of self preservation,
the‘appea!s‘of‘reasou and humanity will alike be given
to the winds, and the terrer-struck fugitive ‘of the pes-
tilence will shut his doors as elose as his heart against
those who cry to him.for succour. .

When the cholera prevailed, scenes were ‘cnacled
throughout every quarter of Christian Europe, which’
ought fo make man ashamed of his specics.  Even in.
Christian England, shipwrecked sailors were stoned upon .
the beach, under suspicion that they cameéfro‘m infected
countries ; and way-faring women taken wilh the pains -
of labor, were thrast from the out-houses where they
had sought shelter, and committed to the tender mercies
of the public highway! Dr. Ferguson, from whose
letters the above facts ‘are gleaned, mentions the first as
having occurred in the neighborhood where he was:
sojourning, and afiereards took an active part in the in..
vestisation of the atrocity. On both occasions the pea-
nle concerned were known to be at all other times; the -
kindest-hearted in the world. On the Coutinent, wher-
ever cholera appeared, the frenzy of the people was
¢ven more uncontrollable. . Enlightened, liberal France.
was as much possessed with the delusion as semi-bar-
barous Russia:  Poisoned wells, poisoned bread, poison-
ed medicine, 2!l found believers.. The faculty, in some’
places, were sought to be massucred ; in others, they
were made. to drink their own disinfecting chlorines,
until they died from the chemical poison ; and really,
when we consider that, in the first place, they were in-
strumental in converting Christian. men info insare de-
mons through the ery of contagion, we feel almost. war-
vanted in saying the persccution 'was not altogether un-
deserved. Let them from this, and I might add the
Champlain riot, never forget herealter, that, whenever
they may succeed in lashing the people into a similar.
wild panic, they.will themselves, in all probability, be’
made the first victims. L

“Too long has contagion heen resorted to as the word
of refuge and fear, which, by the word alone; constant-
ly making its own work, has slain its thousands, while:
it has served to hide our ignorance of what we cannot
know. It clothes the medical profession with undue in-
fluence over ~his patient, and exhibits  him in the
unmerited character of a preserver endued with courage

writer ‘in one of the
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to confront, and skill to disarm, the unseen destroyer.
Even before he can possibly have become habituated to
the presumed, contagious influences of a new epidemic
by the necessity of exposure, he walks harmless amidst
the pestilence, as if a micacle had been wrought in his
favor; for without such a miracle he could not have been
saved when true contagion exists; the best and surest
proof of its presence every where being the seizure in its
worst form of the medical attendants, and whenever they
escape in anything- like propomonatc numbers” to they-
.7est of the communzty, the people need have no fear of
contagion i

A ahali not here attcmnt to fathom the origin or nature
of the cause of cholera. Much has’ alreaJy been puh-
lished of its connection with certain remarkable elec.
trical phenomena; and 1 might add many facts, lately

" assumed by men of acknow! edged cignce and close re-
search, but these facts, in my humble apinion, as well as
thou of others, only display the general pervasion of
something unknown, and can add but little to.our stock

" of positive knowledge in the various depurtments of
terrestrial and atmospherical philosophy. With regard,
then, to its nature and treatment, I would neariy agree
with ‘Mr. Ross, the autlior of « Papers on Typhus
Fever,” in remarking, # that there is no disease upon
\.Vhtcl s0 many bold and ('mtr.nhcton opinions have
been uttered, and so many plans of practice. orthodox
and hevetical, have! been pursued’” The modes of [;
practice adopted have Lzen divided into varions classes,

- the specific, the pathological, the chem cal, the rational,
and many others. Fhﬂ\xaima been a rumatkablb variety

-of, rational  plans of treatment, for, of course, each
author appropriated . this sel(.complacent title to his own
practice, and distributed the others amobng his opponents,

Tt is certainly something amusing to observe writers de-

' fining the rational system, and atithe end of their disser-

tations to find that the plan proposed is exacily that which
‘they have themselves empluved 1 there be modesty,

‘these is at least great candor in this confession of the
‘respect they entertain for their own skill,

Residing as I' do, at a distance of only three miles f'rom
the city, but amidst a thwk]y popuiated parish and con-
cessions—and my practice

. the adjacent ones—I ‘have had under my immediate
treatment, sixty-three cases of what might be tabulated

" a3 cholera, but entertaining ‘doubts of others, from their |’
the mildness,® I ¢hall reduce the number to fifty, as ex-
hibiting well marl\ed and decided ¥ mptowts. of the dlS-

- ease.’ o

~ Different plans of ucalmeul hawe, from time to ume,

' All are not cases of cholera that are so- cﬂled ah.hou'rh re.
-ceived as genaine, on the authority of reports by persons who
had never scen a case of the disease before its appearance in this
‘city this year. Bad diagnosis is a source of .error that will al.
ways tend -to render calculnt\ms on' medieal practice uncertain ;

and it would have proved highly ndvisable, if the judicrous and |

well.timed observation of the London Tines, heading one of the
truly excellent. aud intercsting articles of Dr. Griffin, Surgeon
85th Regt., upon cholera, published in’ the last Febraury

number of the British Americon Journal, had met with the more

serious consideration of the Board. *« Let the Corporation call in
the assistance of sound practical men. We say practical, for this
disease js too guick for theery—and while physiciaus thcons", the
atient sllps through tnmr ﬁngers "’*Tames, 16th Oct., 1848,

sometimes afso exlendmg tof:

falien under my observation, (and particularly during the
year 1832, when I had the honor of being selected ay
senior physician of the Jargest cholera ho:,pnai,) but ag
none appeared to be attended with that amount of suc.
cess which was ascribed to them by their different
authors, I came to the determination this year, of adopt-
ing the one employed by Dr. Ayre, of Hull, as exercis-
ing a more positive.influence over the disease: I allude
to 1he employ ment of calomel in small doses, two or twp

: i v s throughout the period of attack, at in:
. n and fifieen minutes, and cold water, in,
every case and stage ; and I must confess, with the most
satisfactory results, having lost but five out of the above
mentioned. number of cases. In almost every case, 1
freely made use of mnap\am: of the strongest” mustard
to the epigastrivm. )

Beauport, October, 1849."

R .
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Art. XXXVII.~POST-MORTEM APPEARANCES OF A‘
CASE OF AORTIC ANEURISM, AND BRIEF STATE-
ME\’T OF THE SYMPTOMS PRECEDING DEATH ‘

" By WiLLiax Bareerr, M. B., \!edxcal Staff, Sorcl,

On the 30th September, at 8§ p.m., I was called for
the first time, to visit Mr. 'T., mt. 37, who was supposed
to be laboring under hypertrophv of the heart for three
sears—and for some time past had been jn the habit of
treating himsell with opium, he having ceased to derive
re Tief from every othér means.  He was suffering severe
pain as of a ¢ burning. heavy weight, ? in the left hypo
chondriac ‘and cardiae regions, sitting in an easy chan‘,
his body partially inclined forwards, with but little cloth-
ing; temperature natural, except or the hands and feet,
which were rather cold and dammy, pulse 96, feeble,
but alike in both wrists; occasional hiccup and bilious
vomiting; not the least dyspneea; cough, palpitation,
dy Sphagl " hcemoptysls or hematemesis, exutmg at the
time or during the whole progress of his disease; there
was no dlﬂpal(‘,dl effusion ; count; uance expressive of
extreme qnﬁ"uu.g, but its color, as wsual, florid and
healthy; pain referred at times to the nght hypochon-
drium. \
As he had suffered erquenlIy from parox)qms ap-
parently similar to that above stated, which were sub-
dued by anodynes ; ‘2 pills of calomel, opium and hyos-
cyamus, were pmscnbed, in addition to the usual dose of
morphia.

Octaber 1.—He was sitting in his easy chaxr, wuhout
having had sleep, but having experienced relief at inter-
vals; countenance indicating the influence of opium:
upon further investigation of the case, being informed
that he had at times suffered from pain in the back, feel:
ing of numbness, and neuralgia in the arms and ﬁnger
such an examination of the chest was made as the cir
cumstances of the case did then admit of. . L

~The . pulsation of the heart was observed to e\teno
more beyond the masial line than natural, and its action
more distinctly audible in the right than left side of the
thorax, no abnormal sound, howevnr, cmstmg, respira:
tion clear, but xather more feeble on the left side, while
percussion . was alike:and - natu‘a[ on both sides; 909‘
|teriorly, the only symptom which - at(mcted artention
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was the preternatural resonance of the voice along the
dorsal interseapular region. © He had taken twelve grs. of|
morphia during the last twenty four hours ; an anodyne
‘liniment with belladonna and a 'mixture of camphor,
. sulph. ether, morphia and digitalis was prescribed. On
former occasions counter-irritation had not produced any
beneficial result. Co
October 2.—During the. previous day and' night he
experienced considerable relief, until 5 o’clock, a.m.,
" when his suffering became continued and aggravated.
His bowels were copiously moved twice this morning,
:which, with the exertion of going to ihe night’s chair,
produced syncope ; after the lapse of three hours he
rallied from this state by the aid of stimulants internally,
and heat applied to the extremities.  The inhalation of
chloroform, in small guantity, was tried as an experi-
ment for the relief of his sufferings, which continued
unmitigated, as also its internal administration in con-
junction with camphor and ether.  About 2} o’clock,
p-m., he suddenly called to = friend who was sitting in
‘his room, and, in a paroxysm of torture, sprang to his
feet, bat immediately fell, apparently dead.  However,
having been lifted into bed, reaction again returned par-
tially in"half an hour; ard it was remarkable to witness
the expression of horeor evinced when conscious of his
_lying in bed, and tise "instinctive effort made to regain
the usual upright position in the easy chair. " He now!
begaw to complain of dyspneea, and foreseeing the early
approach of death, took leave of his friends, retaining
- consciouaness, and suffering pain, until almost the last
moment of his . existence, which terminated as if in a
faint; at 4} o’clock, p.m. o .
. Post.mortem appearances.—No emaciation of the
‘body or extremities. The liver healthy, but pale.
Gall-bladder contracted, filled with gall-stones and a
small quantity of viscid, colorless fluid; one of the gall-
stones was partially in the duct, and the surface corres-
ponding - abraded or ulcerated. ' Thorex.—Heart oc-
cupied a position to the right of the mesial line, its strue-
“ture perfectly healthy, size normal, and. its cavities|
empty.  Pericardium contained a small quantity of:

serum, ~The left pleural cavity was filled with serum, !

boats. The prominent and almost only symptoms, from
the commencement to the termination, comprising. a’
period of three years, may be termed “angina pectoris.”
For two years he had heen ‘unable ' to lie -horizontally ;
many of his days and most of his nights baving been
spent sitting in'an arm chair, The only remedy which
afforded relief was opium—which latterly he took with:
unsparing liberality. = IR A

" The writer is asvare that there are many deficiencies
in the foregoing case, but as the chicf object in giving it
publicity is 10, satisfy the minds of the medical men under
whose care the deceased had been, it is hoped that due,
induigence will be granted, considering the hopeless cir--
cumstances of the case when seen, and the dificulties
of investigating more thoroughly post-mortem details in a
private house. =~ o

‘ So‘rel,‘Oclob\ér 26, 1849.

Arr. XXXIX.—OBSERVATIONS SUR LA PARTIE CHI.
MIQUE DU RAPPORT DE PROGRES POUR IrAN.
NEE 1847-8,DE L’EXPLORATION GEOLOGIQUE DU
CANADA. T

Par E. €. De Rorreeyuyo, Ber., Yamaska,'

Je viens de recevoir le Rapport de PBxpleration
Géologigne du'Canada, intitelé, « Rappert de projzrés
pour Pannée 1847-8.” o o

Quand 4 la pariie géologique proprement diie, qui
décrit avec-une grande précision ’état du glohe depuis
’Atlantique jusqu'au Lac Supéricur, et du nord uu sud
des possessions Britanniques, chaque épaisseur, chaque

‘linclinaison des différentes couches de terre, de roche,

ete., ete., je laisse au jugement de ceux, qui_ont plus
d’expérience scientifique et pratique dans cette partie
des travaux de Pexploration ; mais je vais aberder la
partie qui a rapport & la chimie, & laquelle je suis obli-
gé particuliérement de porter atlention, non seulement
comme simple citoyen, mais comme homme de science
qui a'fondé le Luboratoire ot Mr. ‘Hunt a f2it toutes
ces grandes analyses. Par conséquent j’ai dd y faire
quelques travaux aussi, et quoique Mr. Hunt paraisse’
les ignorer complétement, ou pluibt qu’il sest erée to

and a recent coagulum, the left lung being completely 'droit de se placer dans une si haute position, qu'ii ne
compressed, " The posterior mediastinum was occupied  devait 'pas méme condescendre & les mentioner, il
by ‘an aneurism’ of the thoracic aorta, which extended 'n’en est pas moins de mon devoir de dire. ce que je
from the 4dth to the 9th dorsal vertebra, the hodies of pense de ce rapport, et d’en démontrer au public toutes
‘those intervening having been absorbed by pressure to a | les errenrs, . surtout que Mr.Hunt a refait: plusicurs ana-
- very great extent.. Laterally, the tumor projected chiefly 'lyses déja faites par moi quali!ati-v'emgsnt,_‘_Si je .ne
‘into the left pleural cavity, into which the blood had 'me suis pas montré assez courageux et hardi pour pu-
~cscaped, a rent in the pleura having occurred near the hlierles analyses. quantitatives, cest que les moyens
- upper cdge of the root of the lung.  Herealso its parieties ' de ce laboratoire ne me permettaient pas de les faire,
were thinnest, and the contents fluid, while at the right sans exposer le_chimiste & perdre -la confiance dans
. side the tumor was hard and solid, from the existence of ses travaux, en donnant au public ‘des chifffes plus
fibrinous coagula.  The arch of the aorta was dilated,” qu’erronés, comme je le prouverai plus bas & Mr. Hunt
‘and- contained several ossific deposits ; in its ascending sur sa propre publication. . .
-portion a “well” shaped dilatation about the size of.a " - Que Mr. Hunt soit cité, 4 tout propos, par les person-
‘walnut existed. - The aneurism appeared to have been 'nes qui ne connaissent pas la science de chimie, c’est
formed originally of the entire coats of the aorta, which ‘leur affaire ; la mienne est de remarquer la valeur des
“at the origin of the tumor of its natural calibre, but not travaux qui sont publiés dans le Rapport des progrés.
-relaining its elasticity, ‘was rigid and thickened. pour Pannée 1847-8. Depuis -l commencenient, du
- Previous History.—The subject of this disease was a Rapport du Chimiste jusqu’a la page 144, je ne peux
gentleman of  most temperate habits; for a short time rien én dire, soit en faveur ou contre ; c’est ladescrip-
- commander of one of the Montreal and Quebec steam- tion de son voyage, je laisse au lecteur & juger's’il en
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“est content ou nnn. J aumxs peur memc de le Contrc.
dire.: il devinera pourquoi je veux respectcr sans peut|
étre paxtagel son opmmn ; mais arriveé a Ja pwe 145
je vais suivre jusqu'a la fin du rapport.

Je ne doute pas que Mr. Hunt a pris tous les mo-
yens et précautions pour emporter tous les échantillons,
et faire en sorte, comme il le dit lui méme, ¢ que les
eaux parvinssent sans avoir &prouvé de changement
au lahoratoire, ou lear a.lalysc a oceupé la saison
d’hiver, et qu’on. n’a Cpargné aucune peine pour
rendre les u,aultats dignes.d’étre envxcagea avec con-

_ fiance sous tous les rapports. ? (On verra §’il ya pos-
sibilité de croire a ces résultats.) Plus loin Mr. Hunt
dit, % C’est une opinion généralement regue parmi les
Phxlocophes Chimistes, qu’il y a réellement séparation
des acides et des bases dans la solution. - Par exem-
p]e, dans Peau de la ¢ source intermittente' de Caledo-
nia,” on trouve du chlore et du hréme avec pomsclum
sodium, calcium et maﬂnesium,‘ (,tc.,‘ ete.” . 1l faut
que nous nous entendions sur ce principe, plu: anhq'xe
-que la phlogistique, ie nc sais pas de quelle espéee ou

~ de quel siécle de Phxlosnphe veut parler, car i
démontrer Pimpossibilitc de cette doctrmc. q
fois qu’ ’ily a une combinsison de deux corps, ity

. une ¢manation de Ia chaleur ; et par cs onséquent, cha- .

que fois que deux corps sont mis en’ pr(‘:se"u.e, stilya
- une augmentation de la chaleur due 3 cette circons-
tance, il ¥ @ la combinaisen.  C’est une loi de Climie
- générale ; preuve, =i on met quelque soit acide etla
base, chacun séparément dans une eaudistillée, qui ne

contient aucun autre corps, on remarque Paugmentation’

de la température suivant i’affinité plus ou moins
gmnde, par exemple, que 'or: varse Iacide sulfarique
.sur Pammoniaque, ou l’ammoquue sur Pacide sultu-

rique, la température est presque celle de l’ebullmon, 1

etse fo: me sulfate d’ammoniaque ; prencz le nitrate de
‘potasse en dissolution et sulfate de soude étendu d'eaq,
~ etsi vous les versez ensemble vous avez !’ augmentation
~dela tempéra!ure. Pourqusi 7 clest qu’il y a une dé.
composition et Ja formation d’un autre sel, celui de sul-
fate de potasse et de nitrate de -soude, et non pas. de
]’azote, du soufre, du’ potassium, du sodium, de 'oxi-
' gene comme on pourrait le n rélendre en se basant sur
le principe de Mr. Hunt. La loi est Gtablie, que les
+ acides les plus forts s umssont avee les bases les plus
fortes, et les acides les p ug faibles avec Jes bases les
faibles.; c’est sur cette loi que‘la chimie analytique se
base dans. plusieurs cas. . [)onc, Mr. Hunt ne peut
" pasdire avec ses Philosophes, qu'on ne peut pas savoir
 dans quel état est:la comhinaison ; mais pour la con-
naure, il faut avoir des connaissances justes .sur tous
les principes des lois Iondamemales, et sur la nature
des corps. . 8i Mr. Hunt, comme il le dit, a trouvé
dens son analyse- du chlore et du brome avec le potas-
sium, il doit savoir, commc vrai rhamxste, si .c’est du
chlomre de potassium, ou. bromure i a Ilétat de combi-
naison, ou comme snmple mélange ; smon, ¢’est moins
que pardonnable, surtout pour. colm qui prétend de se
. poser comme juge, et qu: a 'xussx Ia pxe.teqsxon dc ne
. pas faire des erreurs A tgndsos-
. . Jespére doncque hous allons methe de col(. ces
1,‘,P/zzlosophes qui ne peuvent pas se déCldPl‘ sur éta |

<

des combinaisons, et si Mr. Hunt les a suivis, je lui

démontrerai dans chacune de ses analyses subséquen-
tes Perreur de ce principe. Venons aux analyses des

eaux minérales ; je suis trés content de voir que Mr.
Hunt a une balance si délicate, qu ‘elle est, comme il .
le dit dans scu rapport, sensible d'un demi mzllzgramme ‘
sur deux cent gremmes, il me permettra donc de m’en
servir, et de refaire avec luiles calculs avec la méme
précision, en admettant qu’il a bien po=é d’aprés son
propre aveu. Mr. Hunt dit avoir trouvé dans 1000

parties d’eaun, .

" Mr. Hunt. Vcrmcahon par calcul.

Chlore, 4.242810 4.218876

Brome, 0.011730 0.011621

ITode, ©0.000461 0.000467

'+ Acide sulfurique, - 0.002400 0.002425

© Soude, 3.726400 ' - +3.746354
- Potasse, - ©0.022100 - 0.022421

Chaux, . 0.082880 0.083308

Magnésie, 0.254600 0.254207

Alumine, - 0.004400 ‘

Silice, -0.031000

Fer et Manganése, 0

" traces, 0 ‘

Acide Carbomquc, 0.705000. 0.705799

e Attt

9.03378

Mr. Hunt déduit du ces mnr(.mems trouvés, que
1,000 parties d’cau doivent o voir les se]s dansles cnm-
binaisons suivantes :—

6.967500

Chlorure sodigue,. ..ol ]
¢ potassique,.’. ... .. ceeen 0.030940:
Bromure Sodique,..... e 0.015077 -
Todure Sodique,. ... oiiiiiiil, . 0.000530 .

Sulfate Potassique,..o.oueneenins o 0.005280
Carbonate sodique,............. caras 0.048570
0 caleigue,. . ... N e 0.148000

« ‘magnésique,. ... .i.. .. 0.526200 .

K ferreux et manganeux, 1races,

Alumme,. v e 0.004400
Silice,. . cemiin il e 0.031000
Acide carbonlque, ..... e P 0.349000
Eau, ......... e i © 991.873503
-~ 1000.000000

Chlorure de sodium est composé de 39,66 de sodium
et de 60.34 pour cent de chlore ; donc dans 6.967500.
on doit avoir 4:204189, ' . o

Chlorure de potassium est composé de 52.53 de po-
tassinm, et de 47.47 pour cent de chlore; donc dans
0,030940 on doit avoir' 0.014687. de chloxe, leguel
ajouté au chlore du chlorure de sodlum ‘ne- fait - que‘
4.218876. .

Mr. Hant n trouvé 4.2 42810 qua-til fait avee la
différence ? on devrait done trouver du chlore & I’état .
gazeux dans ’eau minérale, selon 1’ anab se qu'u-txta‘ .
tive des corps faite par Mr. Hunt.

Le lecteur voit qu’en examinant chaque nem de ]'tf
composition des sels, denné par Mr. Hunt, il n’y a pas
un seul corps. qm a son.poids exact, et si‘on admet que
la colonne No. 'l soit \Lnt'tble, celle No. 2 est erro-
née, et'si le No. 2 est vrai, que peut on pcnser du NO'*‘
11

- Pour plus grande preuve que lcs chxﬂ're< ne sont pPS ‘
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exacts, c’est qu’en ajoutant & la .colonne No. I,
991.878508, qui est la quantité d’eau’ qui se . trouve
dans 1000 parties on a 1000.967284.

Je ne crois pas que Mr. Hunt aurait ajouté de I'eau
Jui - méme pour augmenter la quantité, - D%l vient
t-il que Mr. Hunt trouve dans 1000 parties d'eau une
quantit¢ de 1000.967284 3 part des traces de fer et
manganése. ol : )

Un Chimiste le plus consciencienx et le plus expé-
rimenté peut faire des pertes, mais jamais trouver plus
de ce qu’il a pris pour faire des analyses, comme il
dit, ¢ dignes d’éire envisagé avec confience sous tous
les Rapports,” ‘ ‘ o

Mr. Hunt ne croirait il pas que I'augmentation si

. grande dans ses analyses, lui aiderait d’expliquer les
grands phénomeénes qu’il a cru découvrir en parlant
de Ia silice en dissolution, que ce ‘n’est pas di 4 la
présence des alcalis dans les eaux minérales, mais i
lz grande poussiére fuite dans son laboratoire.

On voit donc que les chiffres faits par Mr. Hunt sont
des plus erronés, méme en admettant que les pesées
ttaient bien faites, et que chaque corps était bien dé-

" terminé.  Si la pesée était correcte, on aurait du dire

"que dans tefle quantité d’eau aprés l'évaporation on
a eu tant de résidu, et on aurait vu ol était Perreur,
tandis qu'avec la méthode que: Mr. Hunl a suivie, il y
& l'impossibilité, v qu’on peut ajouter la quantité d’eau
nécessaire’ pour faire paraitre les chiffres ronds.

A présent venons i la nature des corps qui figurent
“dang les analyses de Mr. Hunt. 1 ‘ a
L’acide carbonique a la propriété d’éteindre les
corps en ignition, tandis que I’hydrogéne carboné britle
lni méme. D’ cela vient que Mr. Hunt qui fait des
analyses si correctes qu’il ne fait pas d’erreur 2
. Toobagp un millioniéme de grain, nous donne la quan-
. tité d’acide carbonique a I'état gazeux & tgyhgon do
grain, et ne doune rien de la quantité immense d’hy.

* drogéne carboné qui se trouve dans cette source.'.

Tous les voyageurs peuvent se rappeler les expéri-|

_ences que le propriétaire faisait en allumant les .gazes
sortant de la source. Ces gazes d’aprés Pexpérience
de Mr. Miller, Professeur de Chimie & Edinburg, pu-

"bliée en 1822, prouvent que I'edu absorbe % de son
volume, et 1 litre de ce gaz pése 0,721 grammes. = .

Mr. Hunt croit-il que I'acide carbonique ou I’hydro-
géne carboné sont ln méme chose, 4 cause que ce sont
des gazes, ou que cela était plus facile ot commode
pour son analyse de les mettre de coté? ‘

La ¢ Source au Soufre Blanc.” ‘

% Bien qu’elle porte le nom d’cdu sulfurcuse, son
titre 3 cette dénemination 'n’est pastrés fondé, elle a
une saveur et une edeur faiblement sulphurense et clle

_ noireit légérement les sels de plomb et d’argent ; mais

» ‘la quantité de:soufre existante, soit comme hydrogéne

- sulfuré, soit comme sulfure alkalin, est trés peu consi-

| dérable et ne peut pas étre estimée quantitativement

[, par les procédés ordinaires.” . ‘

$‘ " Mr. Hunt lui méme donne le nom de soufre blanc a
la source, puis il dit, ¢ Bien quelle’ porte ce nom, ce

West pas trés fondé,” ‘et immédiatement il ajoute

u’lle & une saveur et une odeur faiblement sulfureuses

et sensible sur les sels d’argent et de plomb, et il ne -
sait pas si ¢’est de' I'acide sulfurique’ ou'du sulphure .
alkalin, quand plus bas il dit, ¢ plusicurs bouteilles d’eau
furent mélées & la source avec' la solution d’arsenic,
mais le précipité de sulfure arsénieux fut 4 peine per-
ceptible : la quantité d’hydrogéne sulfuré n’équivalait
a un pouce cube par gallon.”” " Donc ¢’est de 1’hydro-
géne sulfuré qu’il croit avoir obtenu, ensuite il ajoute,
¢ 11 est néanmoins suffisant pour communiquer & ’eau
des propriétés médicinales, car il est bien attesté que |
Pefficacité de cette ‘source pour le rhumatisme et les -
affections cutanées surpasse celle de toutes les autres.” -
Je vois que les estomacs des pauvres malades sont de
meilleures preuves que ces travaux scientifiques de Mr.
Hunt, car dans ses chiffres il ne donne pas méme les.
traces ; il dit % qu’on ne peut pas Pestimer quantitati-.
vement par les procédés ordinaires,” et “quily a a
peu prés un pouce cube par gallon d’acide sulphydri-
que,” donc ce n’est pas le sulfure alkalin comme il lo .
supposait, ' o
" Voyons donc sije ne pourrais pas trouver la conclu-
| sion daus la dénomination des corps de son analyse.
[ —Pas du tout. Cette source a la méme combinaison
! chimique que les autres, etavec les chiffres ronds 1000.
Malgré Piodure de sodium, le carbonate de fer
comme traces, voild oncore la quantité de soufre, soit -
« comme hydrogéne sulfuré, soit comme sulfure alka-
lin” abandonné dans les analyses quantitatives, mais
n’importe, on reste avec les chiffres ronds, 1000. J'es-:
pére donc qu’il n’y a' pas de nécessité & refaire des
pareils calculs, car il est plus que visible que la vérité
ne se trouve pas plus dans les chiffres, que dansles des-
criptions de corps composants. . )
Mais venons donc 4 la grande découverte qui s’est
faite dans le laboratoire de progrés de 1847-8, qui va
¢blouir le monde savaut et les frapper de stupeur;
mais comme la découverte est bien grave, laissons
parler‘l’auteur'ylui‘-méme,,‘ . Co ‘ ‘
-« La grande quantité de silice qu’elle contient est
une particularité intéressante, et qui se rattache natu-
rellement '3 la nature fortement alkaline de Peau.
Comme la silice est capable de décomposer une solu-
tion de carbonate sodique, il est probable qu’une portion
de la soude existe a I'état de silicate. . Vu Pincertitude
qui régne encore quant & la composition de' ces silica-
tes solables, il est impossible de calculer quelle portion
de Ja soude il faudrait déduire de celle qui est repré-.
sentée comme existant a I’&tat de carbonate, mais une
‘expérience indirecte jette quelque jour sur la question.
On fit évaporer 1000 grammes de Veau jusqu’s sic-
cité parfaite, pour rendre toute la magnésie insoluble.
Le résidu aprés avoir été dissous dans de Yeau distil-
lée, fut mélé avec une solution do chlorare barytique,
et donna un précipité de carbonale avec un peu de’
sulfate, qui contenait une quantité d’acide. carbonique
correspondant & 2540 de carbonate sodique, tandis que
la quantité de soude en sus de'ce qu’il en fallait pour
saturer-le chlore, le brome et Pacide sulfurique, égalait
4558 parlies de carbonate. La différence 2018 corres-
pond & 1179 de soude pure, ce qui peut &tre regardé
comme formant un silicate avec les 0840 de silice. Vu

Ia connaisance imparfaite ‘que“nous avons des silicates,
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et particuliérement des silicates solubles, il est Cwidcm‘-
ment inutile de s’étendre davantage sur fe mode
' combinaison sous Inquel ces substances existent.

“ La composition de 1060 partics de l’eau donne :—

¢ Chlorure sodlque,. el 3.81300°
‘ « ' polassigue,. . ' 0.02300
Bromure sodigue,. . ... 0.01004
Iodure sodique, traces,......... : ‘
Sulfate sodique,. . ... ..t ool i 0.01833
Carbonate sodique,----* 0.45580
¢ calcique,. .. 0.21000
e magnésique,. ... ... ... ceee 0.29400
% ferreux, traces,.....}........ 0
Alumine,. .......... el Lo 0.00265 .
Silicey weerennnnans PO N £ 0.08400
Acide carbonique,. ... ... oLl 0.14100
Eaty cooooiiiiiii il «.... 994.91818
; C 1000 GOOOO

“La quanulc de matiéres solides dans 1000 parti es
.de cette eau'est de 4.9406 parties et la composition
.d’une livre de 7000 rrmin: est comme suit, ete,, ete.”
Mr. Hunt ditqu’il a- trouvé dans 1000 parties de
cette eau 4.9406 de mati¢res solides 5 plus haut il dit
que dans mille parties de cette eau il y a 994.9181,
ajoutez ensemble matiéres solides & cette eau, on a
999.8587. Que le lecteur juge s’il ¥ a de la vérité
dans les chiffres. . Je creis que de cette découverte
‘Pon ne retirera pas plus d’utilité ui de connaissauces,
que I’ enfant d’une bulle de savon qu'il voit en p]uamue
différentes couleurs, mais s’i} veut la saisir, il n’a que
des gouttelettes d’eau pour certitude.
Mr. Hunt dit que la grande quantité de silice que
Peau contient est une particularité intéressante et qui
- se rattache naturcllement & la nature fortement alka-
line de leau. Comment cela? Pour que Pean soit
alkaline, if faut qu’il y ait des alcqha libres ou des
sels basiques, ce qui n’existe pas d’aprés sa propre
analyse. - Le chlorure, l)x‘omme, iodure, et le sulfate
ne sont pas des sels alkalins; de plus, Mr. Hunta
trouvé lacide carbonique libre dans cette cau, doncelle
ne peut pasétre alkaline ; la silice n e~t_]'1mals soluble
dans aucune eau alk'mne ; mais ile silicate de mude,
"~ Clest sur ces plmcipes quest fondée I'analyse des
silicates. Car, si c’est comme Mr. Hunt veoudrait pré-
tendre, on awrait pu dissoudre les grenats, eristaux de
" roche, rubis et divers autres minéranx dans P’eau al.
I\alme, tandis qu’il faut les mettre au feu, avec cmq a
- dix fois leur poids de carbonate de soude. S
. Dans son ana!yce quantitative ila en sculument la
‘ szlzcepure, etil n’a pas de soude pour former le silicate
alkalin pour les rendre solubles. 'Mr. Hunt trouve
. dans toutes les eaux sans distinction, la silice pure avec
’acide carbonique, et jamais la soude pour rendre Peau
alkaline. Il dit “ comme la silice est capable de dé-
‘ composer une solution de carbonate sodxque. il est pro-
* bable qu une portion dc la s oude exmte i?"tal de si-
“licate.” ‘
" Cest bien amusant cecn.‘ Tl est vrai qao le pmvcr-
be dit, * Toute vérité n ‘est pas bonne a dire,” mais en
* chimie il n’y a pas de proverbes—mais des lois. Aussi
Pon dity “ La silice décompose le carbonate de soude

AT FDU, car les- carbonates sont decomposables au

feu, et la silice jouant le role d'un acide qui est stable,

e | forme le silicate plus ou moins soluble suivant la nature

de la base, lequel silicate de nouveau se dccompose en
présence de Pacide carbonique.
Allons plus loin, il dit que, ¢ Vu Pincertitude qu1
1errnc encore, etlc., ete.” - '
“Mr. Hunt aurait mieux fait de dlre, vt que Je ne
sais pas, moi | personnellement, quelle est In_nature des
sxhcatca ni pomqum la silice est en dissolution dans
les eaux que Janalyse, ni'comment m’y prendre . pour
résoudre cet accident, quoxque J’ai tant évaporé, jai
taat Glré inutilement, que j’ai rendu tous mes ballons
inserviables, tellement je les ai atlaqués par les acides
qu’ils sont devenus presque mats, et usés a moitié : si
quelqu’un peut me dire je lui serai bien reconnaissant,
car pir ordre du directeur de PExploitation Gm]omque
]o dois refaire les analyses de mon prédécesseur qui
n’a pas voulu se soumettre & éerire des chiffres : en at-
tendant je vais mettre cela sur le dos de la 'seci-
‘ence et de.mes philosophes, © qu’ily a reellcment sé.’
p'u‘anon des acides et des hases dans la solution " quant
a moi, Je ferai mes chiffres ronds de 1000, et que le
Gouvernement s'arrange comme il le voudra. A cela
Jaurais donné le conseil d’un’ chimiste, Chaufezmoms,
Jiltrez plus rarement, surtout quand il 0’y a pas de
besotn, et ne vous servex pas de verres qui ¢nt' des sili-
cnles de soude, que les acides dissoudent, et par la aug-
mentent les analyses, (comme les chiffres de Mr. Hunt
en funt un exemple.) Mettez.vos travaux @ l'abri dela
poussiéreuw Luboratoire ; ensuite tichez de comprendre!
qu'il y a une diffcrence marquante entre le soufre de
Pacide sulphydrique décomposé a 'air, et la matiére
organique qu'on appelle barégine, qui flotte aussi, et
qui se trouve dans cette eau, comme entre les corps
selenhydriques et les choux. pourris, malgré que tous
les deux ont les mémes arémes ;' ce qui prouve que leo-
chimiste peut utiliser son nez, mais non pas JUU‘CI‘ seu-
lement par le nez.

La « Source sure” de Tuscarora. ‘

C’est la scurce 3 laquelle J’ai donné¢ le nom’ Anu-
moini-ferreuse, & cause de la présence d’antimoine
trom ('4, par moi. C’est avec la-plus grande peine que
je.me décide a faire les remarques suivantes sur Pana-
1.:9 de nh. Hunt, mais |’y suis forcé par la nature de
sa publication, . Je donne la copie textuelle de l'exa-
men de P’eau par Mr, Hunt comme preuve de ses con-
naissances cn chimie, afin que le lecteur puisse juger
si la personne est capuble d’autre chose que peser de
Peau, et faire aboutir ses comptes en chiffres ronds de
1000, au lieu de corriger les travaux d’un chimiste qui-
est reconnu comme tel par.les premicrs chimistes de,
r .\cadcm:e des Sciences de Paris. :

o Examen de Veaw par Mr. Hunt.

"« La peean'eur spécifique s’est trouvée de 1005. 583
Une solution de nitrate argentique ne'l ‘affecta pas sen- ,
siblement, montrant Pabsence . de chlore, mais- des sels"
barvtxques solubles produisirent d’un coup un préeipité
copieux, insoluble duns un acxde quelconque mdxquant :
que P'acide pré°em dans I’eau &tait le sulfurique.” M.
Hunt dit qu’il n’a pas eu de précipité’ avec le nitrate

d argent 3 il “st plus gu’en erreur; car s 11 n en avalt pas



_chlore avec l’acide sulfurique.
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ne I'affecta pas ﬂen.ﬂblemem, ‘c’est-a-dire, qu’il ¥ avait
toujours pour les chimistes, quo:que non pour. les dro-
guistes. Sulfate d’argent est aussi. insoluble, donc il a

. du y avoir un prempxte ; en se servant Ju nifrate argen-

tique le premier au lieu de sel de barite ila confondu le
'Pius tard il dit quil
a eu du chlorure alkalin, comment cela? on ne voit
pas qu'il ait converti en chlorure paraucun procédé di-
rect, si ce n’est qu’il s’est servi.du chlorure barityque ;
mais comment peut il &étre certain que tout son alkali

_ aurait pu &tre converti en chlorure, s’il ne s’est pas servi

de Vacide chlore-hydrique; certes ce n’est pas le moyen
stir et correct d’avoir du chlorure pour doser, surtout pour
un savant chimiste qui prétend ne pas se tromper pas
méme a un billionidme de gramme.

« Les réactifs ordinaires appliqués a Peau récente mon- |

trérent que le fer était dans un ¢tat de proto-sel, condi- |
tion nécessairement li¢e, en effet, 4 la présence de I’hy-
drogéne suifuré.  Concentré par l’evaporanon et mélé
d’un peu d’acide nitrique, 1’ ammoniaque donna un co-
pieux précipité brun rouge: une portion de matiére
organique dans le liquide empécha la parfaite précipita-

. tion du fer, et le sulphydrate ammoniaque fut en consé-

. cune valeur que]conque a ses 'mnl}aes.

quence a_]onle en méme temps. Le pxtcnpnc ainsi ob-
tenu, aprés avoir €é1é completement lave, fut dissous
dans de [acide h3dro-ch]onque, puis bouilli avec de
Pacide nitrique, filré et précipité par Pammoniaque
avec I’addition’ pre'zlable de scl ammoniaque, et encore
filtré.  La transparence du liquide filtré, ainsi obtenu,
ne fut pas troublée par le sulpbydrate d’ammomaqm,
circonstance indiquant "absence du manganése et autre
métaux ce cette classe, y compris le zinc, le nickel etle
cobalt. Le précipité se trouva’ en partie soluble dans
une solution de  potasse, la portion soluble était

Palumine, et le résidu le péroxyde femque avec un peu

de magnésie.”” -

Eh bien! que Mr, Hunt montre done ccla “un chi-
miste, mais & un véritable ehimiste, non pus & ceux qui
sachant un peu filtrer, évaporer, et quelques noms pro-
pres de réactifs portent de suite le nom de chimistes,
(quelque fois méme de minéralogistes, astronémes,) et il
verra si, aprea avoir lu son rapport, 1[ osera donner an.
Comment!ila

. eud’aprés lui-méme un précipité copieusx: par Pammo-

niaque avant de se servir de sulphydrate d>ammoniaque,
etil a pris tout cela seulement pour du peroxxde de fer.
Puis quand il a obtenu ce précipité copieux qu’ila (3 ce
Qi dit) traité par le sulphydrate dammoniaque sans
mentionner si cette sulphydrate d’amnioniaque a pro-
duit un précipité ou non, il reprend cc précipité pour
~dissoudre idans_ ’acide hydro- ch]owquc. puis il le fait
bouillic dans P’acide nitrique, encore il filtre, il precxplte,
. par Pammoniaque, il filire encore et ne dit que ce quil
‘aobtenu par ces deux filtrations, seulement il dit que la(
transparence du lxqmde filtré n’était plus troublée par le
sulphydrate d’ammomaque, ensuite il ajoute que le pré-
tipité se trouva en partie soluble dans la potasse, sans
dlre quel précipité. Est ce e précipité obtenu par
ammoniaque ou celui de sulphydrate dammomaque
o celui qu’il a dd obtenir sur le filtre. aprés avoir
xxsous dans Pacide ch]ore-hydnque et ansm(e bou-

eniln *aurait pas dit, “ une solution de nitrate d’araent"

il a traité la dissolution de acide chlore- hydnque par
Pammoniaque ?
parla potasse lui a donné pour le résidu le péroxide de.
fer avee la magnésie et l'acide phosphorique” en dissolu-~

Jlll avec de 'acide’ mtrzque, ou'du’ second filtre quand .

11 dit seulement que le précipité traité -

tion avec I'alumine, sans dire par quel moyen il s'est

assuré que tous ces précipités abandonnés sur les filtres
ne contenaient pas d’autres matiéres, . De grace, que

Mr. Hunt ouvre donc les ouvrages élémentaires, qui lui.

en diront assez sans que je sois forcé de lui cnter un
traité complet de chimie. . Plus bas il dit.

“ Larsenic, Pantimoine, le plomb, I'étain et le cuivre

ont tous €€ 'decouverts récemment dans différentes eaux

ferrugineuses de ’Europe ; mais la présence de ’hy-.

drocréne sulfureux libre dans Peau récente dela présente

source est mwmpaub!e avec leur existence en solution.” ..

Prof‘esseur Croft dans une po]equue par rapport i cetle
source m’a traité avec de beaux. sarcasmes me désig-

nant comme un . ignorant’ complet dans- la ‘science de

chimie & cause que javais osé dire qu'un sel d’anti-
moine se tfrouve en dissolution dans une eau minérale ;
il citait a Pappui de son jugement tous les ouvrages qu’il
avait dansla collection de sa . bibliothéque, qui ne di-

saient rien sur l'existence de ce corps dans les eaux mi-

nérales, et par la il a voulu prouver qu’il est impossible

que le sel d’antimoine puisse exister dans’eau minérale

excepté (avec ?) la chaux, la potasse, la magnésie, etc., et
DE L’EAU EN ABONDANCE ; tandisque Mr. Hunt paraissant

ou voulant étre plus i la hauteur des nouveautés scienti. -
fiques de I’époque dit, que Pantimoine a.déja été trouvé

en Europe, niant sou existence dans celle de Tuscarora.

~ Mr. Hunt voudrait il me dire quand, et par qui Pexis-
tence de l'antimoine dans Peau a été trouvée, et il verra
que jai été le premier qui a fait cette importante décou-

verte pour la science de chimie et la medecme, 1aais je

lui dirai que pour le trouver quoiqu’il est plus facile .

quand on est prévenu qu’il n'est pas capable. méme de
le con~tawr, car la marche qu’il a suivie et qu’il dé-
crit parle par élle méme. M. Hunt, dit que Phydrogéne
sulfureux libre dans Peau récente de la présente source
est mcompaublt‘ avec leur existence en solution, et plus
bas il ajoute:—<la quantité ¢’ h)diogene sulfuré pré.
sente est petite ne fesant qu’environ un demi pouce
cube dans 200 pouces cubes d ‘eau;” done il y avait

de ’acide sulphydrique; mais en présence de protoxide .

de fer P’acide sulphydrique est aussi incompatible, car

Phydrogéne sulfureux ou acide sulphydrique précipite
Soyez donc compatible avec vos |

le plot()\lde de fer.
idées et vos'travaux Mr. Hunt.  Quand il dit quil a
trouvé, dans la méme source le peroxlde de fer, et le
protoxide et de plus qu’il a dosé le tout & Pétat de sul-

fate ferreux, quoiqu’il disait plus haut qu’il'a trouvé le
protoxide par l'acide sulphydrique et le peroxide par-

Pammoniague, le'sulfate d’ammoniaque et Ja’ potasse.
Est'ce que parha:emd quelques pluloaophes lui ont appris.

¢

que T'oxide ferrique qui a la.composition, FeOz est la -

méme chose’ que ferreux qui a la, composition, FeO,
que quand on trouve tous les deux, on les prend. seule-
‘ment comme st c’était sulfate ferreusx. pour avo:r la

facilité de meltre un chiffre rand de 1000.. .
Comment Mr. le clnmlate peut il fanre des analysea
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‘qu‘alitalives‘séns faire attention aux maticres organiques
et plus encore dans les analyses quantitatives? ‘
Mr. Hunt ne sait il pas que plusieurs mati¢res miné-
rales en, présence des maticres organiques ne peuvent
as &tre découvertes par aucun réactif chimique 7 Mr.
Hunt dit qu’il a trouvé de P'acide phosphorique 5 - je suis
faché qu'il n'ait pas voulu donner la description par quel
réactif et dans quelle période de Panalyse il ’a remar-
qué, car je crains que la présence de Pacide phospho-
rique ressemble 2 Phistoire de la silice. Que Mr. Hurt
remarque encore, que dans la correction qu'il a faite a
’analyse de Mr. Croft, qui a trouve Je fer a I’état du
peroxide,' et lui, tantét 3 Pétat du peroxide, tantét comme
protoxide et tantdt il donne la quantité du_peroxide de
fer avec Palumine, quand ils sonten si grande abondance
tous les deux.  C’est un peu amusant de voir des es-
capades de cette nature faites par un chimiste qui ne se
“trompe pas: & un millioniéme de gramme, et qui cor-
rige les travaux des autres avec un air si assuré.
. Aprésent, examinons les chiffres. Qulestceque cela sig-
“nifie que Mr. Hunt trouve dans la méme source la

quantité d'acide sulfurique avec la formule S Oz eten|

suite S H 047 Je crois qu’il y a la lieu & I'incompati-
bilité, méme avec la quantité suffisante de matiéres or-
‘ganiques ; mais, cela & part, d’ou vient que Mr, Hunt dit
avoir trouvé acide sulfurique avec la formule S O3 la
quantité 4.63500 et en suite représentant les bases
comme combinées avec leur équivalent d’acide sulfu-
rique; nous avons pour la’composition dans 1000
parties de I’eau, acide sulfurique libre avec la formule
S H O1la quantité’ 428952,  Aurait-il la prétention
de trouver un phénoméne dans son laboratoire ou acide

- sulfurique libre de nord-hausen qui a la formule S H O
“en préserce d’une quantité immense d'eau aurait pu étre
toujours & un atdme d’eau. Clest peut étre depuis
I’époque de la tempérance que l'acide sullurique aurait
dédaigné de 'se combiner avec' de leau, préférant de
" Palcohol. ‘ «
Mais, Mr. Hunt, a bien réussi dans son analyse, vi,

~ qu’en ajoutant.993.83837 parties ’eau, a part de Pacide
_ phosphorique et une trés grande quantité de maticres
organiques, qui 1’ont bien embarassé d’aprés son propre
‘aveu, il a.eu son chifre rond de 1000, ct le rapport
parait plus correct, plus volumineus, plein de chiffres,
‘les uns. au-dessus des autres, ce qui devrait plaire, sur-
tout 4 ceux qu aiment a en imposer avec des chiflres, a
fin de ne pas &tre pris pour ‘des visionnaires, mais

b

_pour des gens de science pratique.
. St. Cesaire, Novembre, 1849."

" Art. XL.~PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIETIES,

‘ " Parnonosicar SocieTvit N
e .. Saturdsy, October 27,1849,

_ " The President, Dr. Scott, in the chair.

' Dr. Fenwick exhibited the cast of the right forearm and
“elbow of a'boy, with AnkurisM or TuE Rapiar
. ARTERY. o S ‘
- "'The following were the particulars of the case:
7B, Py, a hoy 2tat 12, was brought lo me on the 18th
of: last May, suffering {rom a wound in the right fore-
arm. It appeared that in firing off a small brass can-

non, loaded with several duck shot, the contents ac-
cidentally entered about the lower third of the fore-arm,
on its palmar aspect, and to the outer edge of the ten.
don of the flexor carpi radialis. There were several
trajets—one, taking the direction of the radial artery,
running upwards beneath the skin to the extent of
about one inch and a half. T was unable to trace it
further as the course here deviated; another, took an
oblique course upwards and inwards passing beneath
the superficial layer of niuscles in the direction of the
internal condyle of the humerus. B

I could nou discover any of the pellets, and did not
consider myself justified in groping further; in this
opinion I was supported by Dr. Sutherland, who saw
the case with me. We determined simply to apply
hot fomentations, enjoin rest, and give a purgative of
hyd. sub. and rhu. At the time of the receipt of the
injury there was little or no hemorrhage, nor was
there any subsequently during the examination of the
wound ; there was slight swelling, no pain, but consi-’
derable stiffness. ' - o

May 19.—Visited patient at one p.m. No pain in
the arm ; slight swelling and discoloration of the skin,
which. extended abiove the elbow joint; pulse 96;
bowels moved twice by the medicine; slept well;
appetite good ; continued fomentations.

20th.—Much the same as yesterday; swelling and
stiffbess increased ; continued the same application.

22nd.—Swelling almost gone ; no pain ; still con-
siderable stiffness. He had so much improved that 1
determined to discontinue my visits ; told him he might,
rise the following day, and recommended the use of a
sling ; I cautioned Lim not to attempt to make use of
the arm, and directed him to come and see me in a day
or two. ) T )

I did not, however, see him until the Monday follow-
ing (28th). It appeared that on the Saturday previ-,
ous, the lad hearing some guns firing in the distance,.
started from home at a run, the arm swinging at his.
side, having removed the sling for greater freedom of
motion; he had not proceeded far when he was sud-
denly seized with an acute lancinating pain near the,
seat of the injury, and extending down the hand. He
returned home crying, when hot fomentations wero,
again applied, which afforded temporary. relief; his.
sister, who fomented the arm, perceived a slight swel-
ling which gradually increased; the pain came on at
intervals, and the parents becoming alarmed sent him
to me.. On examination I found an'irregularly circum-,
seribed tumor, the size of a hen’s egg, commencing
about an inch above 'the wound, extending upwards
almost to the elbow joint, stretching from the radial
to the ulnar side of the forearm, and apparently cover-
ed by the superficial layer of muscles. . It was soft and
fluctuating, but not pulsatile.” 1 sent him home with
directions to keep very quiet and simply to apply a cold
lotion.  Dr. Gibb, who saw the case with me, accom-
panied me to the house the following day. The tus
mor was not at all altered in size or appearance, but,
upon grasping it, pulsation was then, distinetly felt;.
pressure over the sae, with a view to empty it, was:
unsuccessful, indeed it was not continued long, asit



~ lower part of the arm in a roller. Over the inferior
third of the brachial artery was placed a graduated

* bandage as it hecame loose during the night ; ‘slept

‘not be extended; the other motions were performed

‘not stop, the eirculation.

tamvios

et S
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gave the patient great pain ; there was no perceptible
Increasc in temperature ; slight tingling or numbness
of the fingers was present ; the pulse at the wrist was
more feeble than in the healthy arm ; pressure over
the brachial completely controlled the pulsation, hut
did not alter the.size of the tumor; no bruit was dis-
tinguishable. The arm was slightly flexed, and could
with difficulty. - . :

o From these symptoms we
came to the conclusion that the
case was one of false aneurism

" of the radial artery, and deter-
mined on treating it by compres-
sion. As I had no instrument,
in common use, I was cons.
trained to make one for myself;
which, although rude in its ap.!
pearance, auswered the desired
ohject. It consists of a simple
ring of wood, large enough to

_slip with ease over the elbow)
Joint; through its circumference

. is passed a screw, at the end of

which-is a buttony as represente  in the sketch.

As it took some time to make, 1 did not commence
the treatment until the following day. Before putting
up the arm I made anather careful ‘examination, when
a distinct bruit was heard, and all the other symptoms
existed as already detailed. ‘ ‘

I commenced by including the hand, forearm, and

compress, which was kept'in position by a turn or two
of the bandage ; the insttument was next applied over
the compress and tightencd sufficiently to restrain, but
The day following, 30th May, I had to re-apply the
well and complained of increased tingling in the fingers,

‘31st.—Slept well; constant pain shooting from the
aneurism down the hand to the extremity of the fingers ;

this lasted for some hours. Through the night the
tumor felt firmer, and its impulsc was feeble. ' The |
compression was assiduously kept up till the 10th June, |

{

“after which I deemed it unnecessary to continuo i

longer, inasmuch as, for several days previous, the|
pulsation had ceased and the tumor felt firm and!
fibrinous. On the 12th, pulsation with considerable
fluidity had returned; the impulse was feeble, and aj
slight but distinct bruit was heard; I determined not

to be:ba‘ﬁied, but to make another attempt at cure, and}
. applied compression as before. Some days after, 1\(he‘£
-'pain became very distressing, coming on at intervals)

and lasting sometimes for hours. From this date co-,

.agulation again commenced, as was evinced by the

amelioration of the symptoms ; the pressure was kept

* up without intermission till the ‘30th June, when the
. mor was - quite solid. The limb, after the removal
+ of the bandage, was very stiff ; flexion and extension

could not be performed without assistance,

anc} butt
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slowly. I bandaged the arm as he :éc‘)mplained of the.

want ofits support, and enjoined passive motion. I may"

mention that the position of the compress was chang-

ed each day, thus preventing vesication and the other
cvils which would have resulted from too long conti-
nued pressure on one part.’ Since the 30th all has
gone on well ; the tumor is now hardly the sizo of a
small walnut, and all- the motions of the limb are free

and perfect. I lay Lefore you a cast of the arm taken
a few days after the treatment was discontinued, which -

will give you some idea of the size of the aneurism.

Dr. Gibd said he had seen the boy several times -

during the progress .of the treatment, and remarked
that it was an exceedingly interesting case, from the
fact of coagulation being produced within the sac after
twelve days compression, but which became fluid again
in forty-eight hours after the compression wasremoved,
requiring a second trial of the treatment, which was
followed by a perfect cure in eighteen days. - He said
it afforded another example, in additizn to the many
already published, of the benefits to be derived from
this mede of treatment in aneurism, and which he be-

licved was daily hecoming more general in America.

Canada. Quebce, 1849.  Pamphlet, pp. 31.
The above inaugural address has been lying some time

before ‘us, and we now 'notice it, although even at

alate period. It was delivered by the respected author
at the opening of the Quebec School of Medicine, in
1848, an institation’in which he took considerable inte-

rest, with which he is'still connected, and which it is

‘ e
Art. XLI—TInaugural Address delivered 15th .M)zy, !
1848. By Jos. Morrin, M. D., President of the.
School of Medicine, Quebece, and Yice-Presideht of
the @ollege of Physicians and Surgeons of Lower -

our sincere wish may flourish, adding yearly to the num-

ber of its pupils. ‘ : R

The principal part of the address is occupied by a
history of medicine, written in the terse, forcible, epi-
grammatic. style, for which the author is himself so re-
markahle, but which gives to the narrative a zest, which

the very dryness of the subject would otherwise preclude. .

The most interesting portion of thélecture is the con-
«lading part, in which some statistical information is af-

forded of the carly medical 'hislory of the country. This ]
being a matter of general interest, we will give éntire;

regretling, however, that the auihop has not added to his
historical treat by travelling beyond his own city :—

MeGili Gollege, of Montreal,  the Montreal School of Medicine
and Surgery, the Mudical Faculty of King’s College, Toronto,
tha various Medical Socicties, in Cznada East and West, and 1
may add, the publication of medical jnurnale ; there is also much
in the past, that must unt be left unnoticed, © .

' . In the beginning of the 17th century, the country in which we .

live, was an cbscure comer in the Creator's empire. ‘The Indian

roamed through the wilds of which cur city and its immediate

'If it is pleasiing to luok at the present accelerating progress of °
medical .iastitations of this colony, as m the founding of the -
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. dependencies formed a part.

TInaugural Address delivered 15th May, 1848.

Throughout the breadth and length
of our land, terror, misery, and destruction seemed to have
‘leagued together; and we, that peaccfully nccupy the site of the
wigwams of Stadacona, some endeavoring to extend and com-
municafe useful knowledge ; others carrying out those grand diffu-
sive principles which make the mighty ocean, the rolling river,
and the other numberless ramifications, which every day, and on
every hand, are manifested, contribute to the happiness of every
gocial circle, and all, in our different spheres, assisting in kindly

 offices of eoothing distress and mutually exchanging sentiment

By

..and generous affection, we, I repeat,

are no longer scared cither

_ by the ravenous wolves.of the forest, or by human wolves more

- arose.

ravenous still, thirsting for blood and prowling for their prey.
- 'Soon after the period above mentioned a more auspicious era
Under the benignant spirit of enterprise, the restloss

 agitation of malignant passions partially subsided ; ferocity was
_softened, and the battle axe of the warrior was being changed

for the axe of the wood cutter, in clearing the almost impenctrable

forest. | :

-Many of the physical evils induced by the red man upon his
fellow, began to be ameliorated, and the personal maladies of the
suffering Indian were relicved by the sympathy and tenderness of
the kind and fostering hand of female benevolence,

We peruse history, and admire mighty eonquerors and barba-
rvian heroes. But the fecling heart sickens aver the graves of
' slaughtersd nations, while it dwells witl untiring delight vver the
restoration of moral order. We desire to draw your attention for
a moment, 1o the lahors of a society of angelic messengers, who,
forsaking the land of their birth and their smiling homes in France,
fearlessly devoted themselves to the gencral good of the inhabi.
tants of the distriets, in which the noble foundations of the Hotel-

. Dieu of Quebec, Three-Rivers and Mantreal were placed.

The ladies forming the communitics of these establishments
wers the carliest dispensers of medicine in Canada, and 1n 1640
and 1642, when that scourge of the human race, small pox, was
raging with uncormon virtulence, these young and delicate females
‘comforted and relieved, both the sick Indian ‘and the Colonist,
with the same degree of unremitting attention, that has so re-
markably distinguished their successors up to this hour.

* 1 know nothing, approaching nearer o perfection in all that
“ regards order, cleanliness, snd attention to the wants of the sul.

Aerer, than the Hotel-Dieu of Quebee. ‘ oo
» If every other institution in our land, for the relief of human
:suffering, were conducted with the same sacred regard to the
comfort of its inmates, we should indced be an example to others.
"1 may be allowed to close this humble but just tribute, by
an anecdote connected with the otel. Dieu of this City. Last
‘season, while accompanying an eminent physician of the Usited
States, round the various wards, I observed him going about,
from place o place, with his eyes fixed upon the ground, appa-
rently in a meditative mood ; and on questioning him as to the
aub_]e::r; of his reflections, * I am looking,"” says he, « for one dirty
spot 1> L. o . o ‘
. The nuns'were assisted in process of time by a Sieur Giffurd,
who was succeeded by M. Jean Madry, a medical practitioner of
that incorporation, called Barber Surgeons. . Two hundred years
“have now elapsed since he camo to this country, commissioned
‘by the Court of France, and armed with full powers to name his

" deputies in the profession, consequently,, little beyond. his name

and the extraordinary powersof his commission, have come down
10'our day, with the exception of his death,—being drowned on
his'way to Montrezl. In 1684, a ¥rench frigate arrived at Que-

' bg,c,"having on 'bourd\l'Abbé de St. Valiere, and many persons of
- distinction, besides troops and recruite. - She wasto such an extent

infected-with sickness, that all the necommedations of the Liotel-
Dieu w}ze{cyer a bed could be placed were ‘put in requisition.—
Fever, “with' delirinm, petechiz, and a scorbutic affection of the

‘gums, were the principal symptoms. . Opening the temporal arte- |

ry. early in the disease, was found, by the medical attendants, as
tho mast successfui of all the Temedial measures tried.”

In-1700, an ‘epidemic resembling the influenza of the present
day, raged with uncommon virrulence, and carried oft many of the
aged, end among others, M. Rousselle, the physician of the Hotel.
Dieu, a man of great ability, iind who bad for many years filled

with credit, that important office.”” .-

but of a milder type. The Cimetiéres de Picotés, known to
all, in this city, is their resting place. o

1n 1710, a vessel called La Belle Brune, amived at Quebee,
having on board persons infected with a contagious fever called
la maledie de Siam, a disease similar to one introduced into the
coluny some years before, by a vessel named the Oriflamme. 1In
both instances the diseasc was communicated to the colonists,
and epmmited fearful ravages, numbering among its victims,
during the existence of the latter epidemic, twelve priests and six
nuns.  From zll that can be known of these two epidemics, they
bore a close resemblance to the ship fever of last scason.  Judg-
ing also from its fatality to the clergy who administered consola.
tion to those afflicted, we may conclude, that in those days, they
did not yicld in the devotedness of their duty, to the distinguishert
zeal ot their brethren who periled their 'lives, in’ their attcndance
on the emigrants of 1847- o

‘The first physician from old France, who attended the Hotel-
Dieu, was le Sieur Giffard, above-mentioned, and the last was
Dr. Dénéchaud, the grand-father of the present highly respect.
able family of that name, still resident in our city. ~ Dr. Déng-
chaud was & man of genius, of mild and winning address, who
benevolently solaced the sufferers under his care, and possessed
many qualifications, which entitle his memory to esteem.

From the middle to the ¢nd of the 18th century, the principal
physicians in this city were Drs. Badelart, Guthry, Hurst, Beau.
mont, Lapare, Lajus, Duvert, Superant,’ Latierrivre, Ust and
Suzor ; some of whose descendants, like those of Dr. Dénéchaud,
occupy a prominent place among the -most respectable citizens of
Lower Canada. S ‘ ‘

Among the British names deserving of mention, as having
been in theiz day, faithfu! and attentive practitioners, may bo
noted those of Dr. Nooth, head of the army medical department
in 1793, who accompanied Lord Dorchester to Canada, and whe
was distinguished for his high professional character, together with
the names of Davidson, Longmore, Fisher, Holmes, Buchanan,
Cockburn, Lloyd and others. ‘ ‘ )

For many years after the conquest the principal practice was
in the hands of the military medical officors who acted in double
capacity of military and civil practitioners, ‘more particularly
among the families of British origin. . o

The first board of medical cxaminers was established about
1794, under the ordinance lately superseded by the foundation of
the college of physicians and surgeons of Liower Canada, the
governors of which, now form the Provineial Medical Board, ils
members were Drs, Fisher, Lajus, Foote and Oliva. ‘

It may be remarked of Drs. Longmore and Holmes that they
were the first two English practitioners attached to the Iotel
Dicu, and the first tc admit students, natives of Canada, into their
offices- ' ‘ \ :

The last military gentleman 1 shall name, whom the profession, .
as well as the public, held in high and’deserved estimation, as a )
scholar, pliysician and philanthropist, was Dr. Skey, the then
inspector general of military hospitale. . .

us

Among the leading native members of the profession inthe
carly part of this century, who have now gone to their account, I
may mention Drs. Menard, F. Blanchet, Lubrie, Mercier, P. De
Sales, Laterriere, Hall, Holmes, Perrault. Tessier, Fargues, and
others, all of whom had finished their education in Europe, or in
the United States. . - A . T
. Gentlemen, T do uo more than Justice to the present Medical
Feculty of Quebee, as a body, when 1state, that they are not .
surpassed on this continent, for their skill in, Medicine, Surgery
and Obstetrics ; and, I am proud to add, for their strictly tempe-
rate habits, " o e o
_ Gentlemen, those among you, who are’ to accupy, the hono:
rable position of Professors in this Medical ‘School, pursuc.with
ardour and eonstancy every discovery after truth. The. basie on.!
which rests the glory of Medical' Professors, both in ancient and
modern times, is the sterling truth of their observations. Never '
émploy your talents in sggrandizing visionary hypotheses, As’
truth alone is abiding, it is not merely the duty of overy ‘Medical,
Professor, but it is his greatest glory, .to declare it.. Be ayste-

IR SR

" The year 1708 was remarkable for the third equally fatal at.
tack of emall pox, which eight years afterwards again appeared,

mmatic, paticnt, and attentive, and clear in all your statements of
particular facts, Be affable, yet dignified. Leave nothing unst:
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tended to, that will promote the acquisition of true experience
among those under your tuition and direction,

The author promises an appendix at a future day,
which we will be most happy to see. . .

| m———— ey

PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND PATHOLOGY.

Microscopical Discoveries in Cholera.—That: epidemic
diseases in general originate in the presence of vegetable or
animalcular parasites, has long been a favorite theery, and
has quite recently been made the subject of a special essay
by Dr. Mitchell, of Philadelphia. ~ = | Co '

The same view as regards its vegetable origin has been
taken of cholera in particular by Dr. Cowdell, of Dorches-
ter, and others.  But though ¢ coming evenis® have thus
¢ cast their shadows before,’® the positive demonstration of
facts substantive of this doctrine, have been few, and have
failed to attract any great share of attention.  In respect of
cholera, it may be stated that Donné had noticed the exis-
tence of a species of vibrio in the rice-water evacuations,
and that the fact has since been confirmed by Pouchet,
(Comptes Rendus, Avril, 1849,) and by Mr. Burnett, an
American, who describes them as special bodies, of 1-12.000
to 1-8.000 of an inch diameter, when seen singly, and pos-
sessing great activity of movement.

We mention these observations merely to show that the
attention of microscopists has some time.since been directed
to the presence of peculiar bodies in choleraic discharges.
What immediately concerns us at the present time is, the
announcement that certain organisms, of confervoid aspect,
are constanily seen in these fluids, as well as'in the air of
infected localities condensed for the purpose of examination.
These organisms are likewise -described as of a ciicular
figure ; they vary in dimensions and development, accord-
ing to the source from which they have heen obtained, be-
‘ing 1-1.000 of an inch diameter as seen in the atmosphere,
1-3.000 in the vomited matters, and acquiring a diameter of
.from 1-1.000 to 1-500 of an inch in the intestinal fluids.
They are said to exhibit a douhle outline, with a centre filled
with granules, and are well represented in the wood-cuts
which accompany Dr. Brittan’s paper, (Medical Gazette,
"Sep. 28.) The interest attached to this discovery does not,
however, rest here, for it would appear that our associate,
Dr. W. Budd, has met with the same bodies in the water
consumed in the cholera districts; and Dr. Cowdell has an-
nounced their presence in the perspiration of cholera pa-
tients, : C ‘

We shall not attempt to predicate what import these 'dis-
coveries are destined to assume as pathological data. Prone
as is the human mind, unless well disciplined, to jump to
conclusions, especially when, as in the present case, its sal-
tatory efforts are too' likely to be encouraged by a natural
and excusable hope that we are at length about te unravel
the mysteries of the origin of the pestilence, the assumption
will doubtless be, that in these little annular bodies, taken
into the system in the water consumed, we behold the fons
¢t origo mali ; -indeed, if we mistake not, this idea bas al-
ready been urged by Dr. Budd, although Mr. Brittan has
maintained a wise teserve upon the subject.  Thankful
should we be were it possible to regard such a'view as a le-
gitimate 'deduction from the premises advanced, for then
should we have this fell disease as completely under our
“ control, as it may suit the designs of Providence that dis-

“ease should be under the control of human efforts ; ‘but ob-
jections force themselves upon us in limine, which induce
us to pause ere we can admit that we are so near the so-

. lution of the enigma which has for so many years baffled
all attempts at ifs comprehension.  Not only must these
identical observations be confirmed by other inquiries, but

it must be positively ascertained that these bodies do not
exist in healthy feces, or in the evacnations in other dis-
eases. This has yet to he done. Again, a most important
link in the chain of evidence necessary to exhibit the
agency of these annular bedies as the cause of cholera, is
their discovery in the blood; without this there is nothing
to determine that they are not the effects of the choleraic
poison, rather than an integral portion of the poison itself.
Other objections suggest themselves to our mind, which it
would at present be premature to enumerate; enough has,
we think, been said, without inculcating an irrational scep-
ticism, to show the necessity of exercising some caution in
our appreciation of the value of the present inquiries; we
would, however, in the meantime, congratulate Mr. Brittan
on having ‘struck upon a track which may probably lead to
results of incalculable importance, and we trust that among
the members of this Association there will be found many
who are both able and willing to aid him in his invesliga-
tions.—Prov. Med. & Surg. Jour. C

Case of Spontaneous Hydrophobie.—Dr. Condie present-
ed the outlines of a case of Spontaneous Hydrophobia. The
person in whom it occarred, was a man of the name of Wil-
lets, an overseer in the ship-yard of Simpson and Neil,
Southwark, about 35 years of are, and of robust frame and
active, temperate habits. He had. enjoyed, previeusly,
uninterrupted health, being unable to recolfect an attack of
any severe sickness, excepting a short.convulsive paroxysm
with which he had been scized several yearsago. On Tues-
day evening, August 27th, he went home in his usual bealth.
The ensuing morning, on awaking from sleep, he experien-
ced a stiffiess along the left side of the neck, and a sense of
numbness in the arm of that side ; this he attributed toex-
posure on lhe precedinz night, during a sudden change in
the temperature of the air. Dr. T. 8. Reed was applied to,
‘who direcled an appropriate treatment, which, however, did
not abate the symptoms under which the patient labored.
He soon began to complain of pain extending from the occi-
put along the left side of the neck and body to the epigas-
trium. TFeeling thirsty, he took a tumbler of water in his
hand, but on’ attempting to swallow some, was seized witha
rost painful sense of suffocation, followed instantly by a
general spasm ; which, however, continued only a few mi-
nutes. A sinapism was applied fo the nape of the neck, and
alarge teaspoonfnl of Jaudanum was given, and repeated
after an interval of two hours. The patient slept none. Dur-
ing the whole of Wednesday night he was tormented with'
an urgent thirst, which induced him to attempt to swallow
vater, bul every time the attempt was made, the sense of
suffocation and the spasms recurred.  Dr. C. saw the pati-
ent; with Dr. Reed, at noon on the 29th of August, He found
him in a constant state of jactitation; his eyes had a pecu-
liar wild, suspicious look ; his tongue was moist, and slightly
coated along its centre, with a yellowish mucus; it was
somewhat pointed and red at its edges ; his skin was cool
and moist. He complained of a pain commencing on the
left ide of his neck ' and extending down the side of his
body, with a sense of weight or constriction at the epigas-.
trium. ~ He answered the question put to him correctly, but
in a quick, sharp tone of voice. He complained of intense
thirst, but every time he attempted to drink, he was seized
with the most agonizing sense of suffocation. To show me .
the manner in which if affected him, he seized a glass' of
water which stood upon the bureau in his room, and by a
sudden, jerking motion, bronght it to his lips ; on attempt-
ing to swallow a few drops, he became violently convulsed
threw his limbs about in a wild agitated manner ; his eyes
staring wiidly open ; his face assuming a dark hue, and his
whole chest heaving as of one in the agony of suffocation.
During the paroxysm his pulse was contracted, hard, and
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" and a peculiar, indescribable dread.
.upon him, through an open window, at the side of his bed ;

- teen years, received any wound or contusion.
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frequent, but immediately upon its’ close, it became more
developed, soft, and slow ; the face, at the same time, lost
its flush, and the forehead became covered with a profuse
perspiration. As soon as the paroxysm, which lasted only
for a few minutes, ceased, the patient became perfectly
rational, but continued in a state of constant rapid motion,
getting up and ‘lying down—first on one side then on the
other ; and ejecting, every few minutes, from his ‘mouth,
with great force, and every time in a different direction over
\l;e room, a sprall portion of thick frothy saliva. There was
nq redness nor swelling of the fauces, nor was any pain or
uneasinéss excited by pressure upon the . throat or epigas-
As the patient lay upon his back, I took up a fan,
unperceived by him, and with it gently agitated the air over
his face ; he was immediately seized with the same convul-
sive paroxysm as on attempting to swallow fluids, but less
intense, and of shorter duration. The mention and sight of
water caused, he said, a sense of constriction in the throat,
The air blew directly

this caused him no "uneasiness, it was rather, he declared,
agreeable to him. Bodies in motion, as the waving of the
window curtain, or the agitation of the trees seen from his
room, produced no effect upon him.  He declared that he
had never been bitten by a dog, nor had, for the last eigh-
Upon a mi-
nute examination of his body,no cicatrix could be discover-
ed. . He attributed the symptoms under which he was labor-
ing, to his having become overheated while working in the
sun, and then chilled in consequenceof a sudden change in
the temperature of the air. He was ditected Dover’s pow-
der in seruple doses, to be repeated at short intervals, and
balf drachm doses of chloroform. A blister was applied to
the nape of the neck, and an aclive cathartic was adminis-
tered. But a very small portion of the medicine was taken,
as every attempt to swallow brought on instantly a sense of
impending suffocation, and a violent paroxysm of convul-
sions. Towards the latter part of the day the patient became
very much agitated, wandered over the house, and offered
violence to those who attempted to restrain him. In the
evening he was more calm, and took some bread soaked in
tea, the swallowing of which was attended with only slight
difficulty. He now complained of pain at the top of his
head ; the whole head felt hot ; there was a slight injection
of the eyes ; the pulse was full and firm. Cold applications
were directed to his head, and his feet were immersed in
hot mustard water. Blood to the amount of twelve or four-

- teen cunces was taken from his armn, when his pulse sank

.and He soon atter fainted. He now became more tranquil ;
the inability te drink fluids still, however, continued. Early

. on the morning of the thirtieth he died ; his death being un-

‘preceded by coma and unatlended by convulsions. No post
mortem examination could he obtained. ‘
. After his death a'report was circulated that the patient

+ had been bitten by a pup he was handling, which subse-

quently died, but upon investigation, this report was found
te be unsupported by any satisfactory evidence of the fact.

" It'was.unquestionably a case of spontaneous hydrophobia.

‘Re‘port of the Cholera Committee of tie Royal College of

i Physicians, on the nature and Important of certain Micros-
copic Bodies Found in the Intestinal Discharges of Cholera.
—'* We propose in this repurt to lay before the committee the

- results of some experimental inquiries on a subject which, within

the last few weeks, has engaged much of the attention of the
profession. We allude to the. discovery by Mr. Brittan and Mr.
Swayne, of Bristol, of peculiar bodies in the ¢ rice~water® dejec-
tious of cholera patients, and to the statement that similar bodies
have been found by Mr. Brittan in the' atmosphere, and subse.

‘quently by Dr. W, Buddin the drinking-water of infected lo.
' o o e

calities,

"« These observations, on account of their important bearing, if
true, on the pathology of cholera, seemed to us to demand a
scarching examination. We have accordingly given much time
and attention to the subject. Having, in the first place, satisfied
ourselves of the distinetive characters of the bodies found in the
rice.water dejections, we next sought to verify the observations of
Mpr. Brittan and Dr. Budd with reference to their presence in the
air and drinking.water of places infected with cholera. It was'
necessary that this part of the inquiry should not be delayed ; for'
the epidemic had already reached its turning point, and it would,
before long, have been difficult to obtain favorable opportunitics
for experimonts of a satisfactory character.

¢ Qur inquirics were_aftcrwards directed to the nature and |
properties of the ncwly discovered corpuscles, and to the question
of their oceurrence in other diseascs. In this investigation, we.
soon perceived that objects totally different had been regarded as
identical; but we had arrived at no positive conelusion respecting
those which seemed most characteristic of the cholera evacuations
when we received two important communications on the subject
from Mr. Marshall and Dr. Jenner.

« Qur observations on the air and drinking-water of infecled .
localities, 25 in number, gave uniformly negative results. With
regard to the value of our cxperiments, taken separately, it will, |
we think, appear that many are liable to no objection. ~Some of
those which relate to the drinking-water of infected places are
certainly wanting in the conditions which would make them
convincing. But when it is considered that Dr. Budd believes
he has detceted the objects sought for, ¢in great numbers,’ 1n
such large bodiee of water as the Float at Bristol, and the Surrey
Canal, and that he represents them as being deposited ‘in the
sediment of the water, we shall not be thought unreasonable in
having expected that they might be discovered in the cisterns ef
houses and public institutions in which cholera had prevailed
severoly, although it had ceased there for some days or weeks.®

¢ Nevertheless, a much larger amount of evidence would h'ave
been required to disprove the statements to which our abservations
refer, had those statements been unassailable from  other points.
But the facts to be detailed in the subsequent part of this reporl
will show that the bodies found m the rice-water dejections bave
nu peculiar relation to cholera’; and that, if they should occas
sionally be present in the atmosphere, or impure water, this will
not happen exclusively, or even especially, in districts infected
with the epidemic. o \ i

“ We shz!l now submit the particulars of all the observations to
the Commitiee, deseribing first those on the air, o
k¢ Microscopic observations on water condensed from the atmos. ..
phere of infected localities. : :

“ Two methods were employed for condensing the aqu
vapour, One was, {o suspend in the air to be examined a glaes
funnel, nearly filled with a freezing mixture, its lower opening
having previously been closed by n cork and covered with seal-
ingwax. The moisture condensed on the outside of the funnel
trickled into a small phial placed beneath,  The sccond method
was to force air slowly, by means of bellows, through a bent glass
tube immersed in ice and salt, when the moisturc was deposited
on the jnterior of the tube, and collected in a bulb atits lower
part. Ineither way from half a drachm to a drachm' of waler
was readily obtained. -

* The water condensed from the air in the several localitics,
and under the circumstances we have described, wasin cach case
examined by us more than once., But the search for annular
bodies, such as those found in the cholera dejections, failed, as we
have already intimated. Neither eclls, nor rings, nor anything
bearing a resemblance to them, couid in niost cases be dxgcovcycd.
We saw merely portions of gelatiniform natter containing bright .
points—sometimes finely ' granular brownish miasses perhaps
derived. from smuke—and oceasionally colorless, transparent
particles, of a crystalline appearance, ,which may have been por-
tions of silicious dust. After the watcr had been kept some time”
chains of delicate oval vesicles, like those of the torula of yeasl, .
but much smalier, appeared init. These were absent at. first,
and could not be mistaken for the cholera dises. . Equally unlike
those discs werc the three or four separate oval cells, which, in |
two instances, were seen in the water when first examined. They
had a clear, single outline, and where not flattened. T

“The uniform result of these experiments, as of the former

series, was negative, No bodies were found which could be.
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regarded as_identical with the more charaeteristic of thosc dis.
covered by Messrs. Brittan and Swayne in the rice.water dejec-
tione of cholera.” The objects met with were far more numerous
than those seen in the moisture condense from atmosphere. The
sediment, when viewed with a 1.8th inch object glas of Rose, or
- 1.16th inch object glass of Powellany Lealand, presented, besides
amorphous matter, an almost endlers varicty of organic forms,
both animal and vegetable. Amongst these were many round or
oval cells, of various dimensions, and some scparato rings of
minute size, colourless, and pellucid. The cells had - generally
very delicate walls and a clear cavity, were never flattened, and
often contained a multitude of distinct ‘granules, which, in ‘some
instances, presented the molecular motion.  Like the rings, these
cells were obviously different in their nature from the thick.edged
dises which the descriptions and drawings of Messrs, Brittan and
Swayne and Dr, Budd had led us to regard as the characteristic
corpuscles of the cholera evacuations. ' ; .

“The negative results of our research in the atmosphere of
infected places for objects identical with those just referrcd to
are confirmed by some observations communicated to us by Mr.
Marshall. While cholera was prevalent in St. Giles’s he exam.
incd the dirt washed from the broken glass of windows, and from
cobwebs taken from honses in that district, in which deaths had
occurred from four to ten days{previously.  With a 1-12th inch or
1.8th inch object.grlass, he found a vast number of objects, such as
particles of silex and soot, hairs, wings, and legs of insccts, round
and oblong cells of a brownish color, very dark spherical granular
masses, probably of a confervoid nature, and fragments of vege-
table tissue, amongst which were pieces of spiral tubes, and entire
‘rings, apparently of woody tissue, of an oval, polygonal, or cirenlar
form. But he detected no discs with double outline. A miscros-
capic examination of the objects collected on a moist surface from
the atmosphere of scwers, gave Mr. Marshall a similar negative
result with regard to those discoid bodies ; although he found
(besides finc particles of silex and other dust) biown, oval, and
sound eells, single, and in couplets, minute colorless vesicics,
cither single, double, or in triplets, a single large oval cell, and
numerous opaque granular confervoid budies, of brownish or
blackish green color. ‘ ‘

< Microscopic observations on the * cholera fungi

* We next proceed to show how various are the bodies which
have been confounded 1ogether under the terms annular bodies
(Mr. Brittan), cholera cells (Mr. Swayne), and cholera’ fungi
(Dr. Budd). . o o ‘

* On examining the drawings given by the three gentlemen
who have called attention to the subject, four principal forms,
which can hardly belong to the same objects, may readily be
distinguished. ‘ ‘ RS ‘

“ 1. Rings, which enclose a free area, and which often are bro-
;cen. These are usually of a minute size, but are occasionally
arge. - ‘ T ' ‘

% 2. Globular, or oval cells, chiefly of the middle size, which

lave a thick wall with numerous small eminences on its surfuce, !
and contain a granular mass, inseme inslances sepaiated by a !

clear space from the wall of the cells. These are distinetiy figur.
edonly by Mr. Swayne, but are regarded by him as perfectly
developed cholera cells, ‘ : ; :
* 3. Bodies having apparently the form of dises, with thich
rounded edges, and . centres of instinct structure. These vary’
extremely in size, including some of nearly the smallest, as well
38 many of the largest, of the objects represented by the three ob-
servers. They predominate in 'all the representations given of
the corpuscles of the rice-water dejections, and must be taken as
the type of the bodies discovered by Messrs. Brittan and Swayne.
“ 4. Large broken cells. having apparently homngeneous mem-
branous walls, and containing small, well-defined, oval bodies ;
figured by Dr. Budd as cholera fungi undergoing decay, but differ-
ing in character from all the ether objects represented.

. A mere inspection of these different figures would suggest
stirong doubts as to their representing different appcarances of re.
ally jdentical bodies in different states or stages of development or
decay, The more particular description we have now to give of
encly kind of bady will demonstrate that they are of varions and
)t}xs!inct nature. Co L -

“ 1. The rings, when closely - examined, are seen to be of dif-
ferent kinds, some perfectly continuous in their entire circle,

lozenge.shaped. Some of these have been traced to their true
‘source by Mr. Marshall, who has found that exactly similar ob-
jects may be prepared by the artificial digestion of the vegetables
used as food ; such as cabbages, potatoes, and onions, the wither~
ed style of wheat grain, and portions of cane in sugar ; the epiral
and annular ssucs of which break. down into rings of different
sizes, or coils resembling rings. . '

< Intermediate between these and the third class of bodies are
minute oval, or rovnd, colotless corpuscles, which have an annu.
lar appesrance ; but, on a close inspection, are seen to have their
area filled up with a transparent substance presenting sometimes
perforations. Insome specimens of the rice water fluid, oval bo-
dies, in part having their middle filled up, as here deseribed, and

in part merc rings, exist in extraordinary abundance. ~ The
rings of these bodies have been observed by Mr. Busk and Mr.
Griftiths to be divided by cross-lines into segments, which. Mr.
Busk thinks are bead-shaped,~—an appcarance which had occasi-
onally been noticed by ourselves, as well as by Alr. Marshall.
They are calcareous structures, originally derived f{rom chalk. in
which they abound ; and they have been introduced into the con.
tents of the intestines with the medicines (chalk.mixture, aroma-
tie confection, &c.) which the patients have taken.* These minute
bodies from the chalk are, of course, not found in all casés ; and
we may think it not unlikely that, in their abscnce, the separated
nuclei of animal and vegetable structures, as well as the vege-
table rings above described, may sometimes have been mistaken
for fungi. ‘The microscopic bodies from chalk are, however, the
most striking in their characters ; and, we beleve, are those
which have been chiefly regarded as representing the first stage
of the cholera fungi. o

« "The brown globular bodies, with tesselated surface and thick:
wall have been clearly identified by Mr. Marshall with the spores
of different kinds of uredo, the rust, smut, and bunt of grain ;
sorue species of which may be found, not only about the withered
style or grains of wheat, but also in almost every speci.nen of
corn and bread. DMr. Busk has made tlie same observation, and
identifies them with the uredo segetum, or bunt. ‘

¢ Dises, with thick, elevated, and somewhat irregularly-formed
marging ; the central area flattencd, and obscurely, granular,
They have generally a yellowish, or pale brown tint, which varies -
in depth with the color of the fluid containing them. These are
the most peculiar of the bodies found in cholera, and differ from
the rest in heing miore or less soluble in ether.  Mr. Marshall,
who first informed us of this fact, found that the smaller discs un.
dergo nearly complete solution, leavinga cavity in the dried
mucus, whilst the larger ones leave a fine granular film. They are
apt to break across, and the thick margin to curl inwards. They
are cvidently not cells, nor have they any organized, siructure
which could give them any claim to be regarded as living organ-
isms. On the other hand, their solubility in ether shows that’
they consist, in great part, of some substance of the class to which
! the fals, resins, and saponaceous matters belong.  ‘This observa-
tion led Mr. Marshall to examine different 'fatty substances, and
at length to find that curled conetetions, not uniike the discs
found in cholera, could be obtained by compressinga piece of
rich cheesz [with or without the addition of ¢ther] between two
plates of oine=. We are not yet able to account for the origin of

«x Tt viuni to state how we arrived at the knowledge of
these fan Tir. Griffiths has pointed out 1o us that the bodies in
question vy, polarize light aud are soluble in dilute nitric’

acid. {fe :cied that they were oxalate and phosphate of
lime. nir. Marshall subsequently showed us that acetic acid also
dissolves then teadily, and that eulphuric acid acts on them, pro-
ducing needles of sulphate of lime. Ilaving oursclves found the
same bodies in the evacuations of two patients suffering from
typhoid fever, we were examining them in company with, Dr.
Griffiths and Mr. Marshall, when the demoustration of their
caleareous nature reminded us of the fact, that these patients had
been taking medicine containing chalk, and, at the same fime,
brought Lo our recollection the remark made to one of us by Mr.
Topping, that M. Biittan’s * annular bodies ' were 1o be found
in chalk.mixture, Accordingly, we examined a portion of medi-
¢ine confaining aromatic confection, und afterwards a picce of
eommon chalk, and in both found the bodies described above,

others formed by a curled fibre ; eome round, some oval, othera

though not the larger discs, which are alsv found in the rice.water
fluid, ‘ K
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these peculiar dises. Mr. Busk regards them as altered starch,
grains. Tiis, at all events, certain that they are not fungi, and,:

as we shall afterwards see, that they are not peculiar to cholera.

¢« Besides these fatty discs rhere are sometimes met with yel-
lowish bodies, which might easily be confounded with them, but
which are merely rendered more pclucid by ether.  Bodies of si.
milar character have been shown by Mr. Busk toarise froma
disintegration - of the bran of wheat, and Mr. Marshall has
independently made the same observation.

s Under the fourth class of bodies, we refer to those represcuted
by Dr. Budd as the cholera fungi undergoing decay und disin-
tegration. They are evidently of u different nature from those
fizured by him as characteristic of the fresh cholera dejections,
The mode of disintegratinn of the two clusses of bodies is quite

" distinet : the so-called cholera bodies, after resisting the action of
water for some time, break up into irregrular granular masscs ¢
whilst the decomposing ' bodies depicted by Dr. Budd seem to be

* in part homogeneous, membranous cclls, debiscing, and arc perhaps
starch-cells.” The rings arc most probably parts of disintegrate

- vegetable tissue.  © | ' o

“ It is shown by Mr. Marshall, and had before been noticed by
Bochm and others, that cellsiike fungi, or their spores, are veca-
sionally found in the excretions in cholera, These, however,
have a more delicate structure than any of the bodics deserihed
ns characteristic of cholera, and are totully different from them,
It is well known that various vegetable forms arc apt to become
develnped in organic fluids cenerally.

* From a review of the foregoing facte, it is obvious that various
bodies found in. cholera dejections have been coufounded,” and
deseribed as identical. Tt is also shown that many are traceable
to.an extraneous source, and that even the dises placed in our
third division are not fanzi. The slatement that the bodies found
in the. cholera dejections present an endogenous multiplication
hug, inall probability, arisen from confounding them with the
urado, or from mistaking the appearances produced by the small
.bodies scen through, or upon, the {lurger ones, or entangled io
their substance. ) .

““We are unable to identify the rings obtained from the air,
and figured by Mr Brittan, with any of the bodies inclnded by
him under the term *annglar bodics. ' Our own experiments
have satisfied us that these bodies do not commonly exist. in the
atmosphere o infected places 5 bol the observations of Mr. Mar-
shall, on the dirt collected from windows and eobwebs, show the
grreat ‘varic(y of matters which sinst be wafted abont in the air, in

- the form of “dust, und whieh might, in different instances, be
caught with the condensed muoistare, ' '

** T'he bedies represented by Dr. Budd as being found in impure
drinking-water, have the furm of dises with thick edges, We
have ourselves never seen such bodies in water.  Bat when it is
remembered that the contents of bran-cells smnetimes assume
that form, the oceasional presence. in water, of hadies gupable of
heing confounded with the dises denved from the discharges of
.cholera will not appear remarkable.

st Had the hodins deseribed by Mesers, Brittan and ‘Swavne
heen proved by the foregoing investigations (o be of fimgnid
nature, yet'the fucts we have now to add would bave shawn that
they have no necessary connexion with cholera,  In the fust place,
they scem not (o be constantly present in the dizcharaes, Tt is,
" indecd, remarkable that, in those dejrctions which, from the
absence of color, have usually heen regarded, asthe most cha.
racleristic of the discase, they arc frequently absents We have
failed to find them in several instances. In one 2 portion of every
evacuation was get apart, and cxamined several times by each of

. us, and yet in neither portion could we deteet them. '
A stifl more important fact, whieh,” from the explanations
" already given, might be anticipated, is, that all the mare remarka.
ble of the bodies. which have been thought peculiar to cholera
exist in the intestinal cvacuations of persons aflfected with ather
diseases. Dr. Jenner first demonstrated (o us their' pregsence in
great abundance in- the dejections of a paticnt afieeted with
typhoid fever., We have since, verified his shservation in five
other cascs of this discase. YWe have alsn satisfied ourselves of
the existence of some of the forms in dejectinns apparently hiealthy,
from two paticnts in Guv's Hospital, one suffering frmn bronchitis
the other fram early cirthosis of the liver; and Mr. Marshall has
detected small annular bodies ©in the mucus covering the healihy
excrement’ of several herbivorous animals, Itis obvious that

bedies drived from such various sources will not commonly be
found all present together.  This, indeed, is not the case i cho.
lera.  And it is also cloar that those helonging to chalk will very
rarely be met with, except that substance has been taken as
medicine. .

“We shall now bricfly restate the prineipal results we have
arrived, at and submit the conclusions which scem to us justified
by them. ‘ :

“ 1. Bodies preszniing the characteristic forms of the so called
cholera fungi are not to be detected in the air, and, as far as our
experiments have gone, not in the drinking-water of infected -
places. s

« 9, It is established that, under the term annular bodies and
¢ cholera cells or fungi.’ there have been confounded many objects
of various and totally distinet natures. . I

" 3. A large number of these have been traced to substances
taken as food or medicine, - ‘

“4 The origin of others is still doubiful ;
fungi. '

R N,

these are clearly not

All the more remarkable forms are to be detected in the
intestinal evacuations of persons laboring . under diseases totally
different in their nature from cholera.
¢ Lastly.  Wedraw from these premises the general conclu-
sion that the budies found and described by Messrs. Brittan and
Swayne are not the cause ofcholera, and have no exclusive con.
nection with that disease ; or, in other words, that the whole
theory of the disease which has recently heen propounded erro.
neous, as far as it is based on the existenee of the ;bodies in ques-
tion,
¢ W Bany, M. Do} Cholera
“Wn W Gorg, M D {Sub-commiltee.”
~—London Med Gaz.

SURGERY,.

Ossificalion of the Crystalline Lens and Capsule.—By Mr.
White Cooper. ~ Ossification of the lens hwself is extremely
rare. Mr. Tyrrell relates' one instance, of it. where the
caps.le was opaque and thick, and contained a mass about:
equal to one-third of the oiiginal lens, hard and brittel, so
that it broke on attempting to separate it from the capsule:
it'was the result of a blow, and was extracted from'the eye
of a lad of fifteen, who speedily recovered from the opera-
tion. ‘A well-marked case is also related by Mr. Wardrop
it was from an eye sent to him by Mr. Allan Burns, of Glas-
gow. On dissecting back the choroid, the posterior chamber
was found filled with a white pulpy mass, and on dividing
the erystalline, its central portion was found converted into,
hard bone. The external lamine of the lens were soft, those
near the centre more consolidated, and the central portion
itself of a deep brown color, perfectly osseous, and exhibit-
ing a laminated structure. Case 1v. is another example.
And it is worthy of remark, that in two out of the three in-
stances, this remarkable change was the result of a blow
upon the eye: of the third (here is no history.

Ossification of the capsule of the lens is the most frequent
form of osscous cataracts. The character is that of a shell
of bony matter irregularly deposited, some parts being thick,
others as thin as tissue paper. The color is yellowish, and
when viewed in the eye, appear as if dotted with white
paint. For the following analysis of the cataract extracted
in Case 1, [ am indebted 10 Dr. Hoffman, of the Royal Col-
lege of Chemistry. ¢ The ash left on incineration was
found o consist principally of phosphate of lime ; it con-,
tained hesides small quantities of sulphate of lime, and traces
of sulphate of potassa and chioride of sodium, Tt therefore.
has a very analogous composition to that of bone.”” L

The agonizing pain caused by these cataracts is of a netu-
ralgic character, being the resnlt of the' constant irritation of
the iris hy the pressure of the hard bady.  So severe isitat
titnes, that it causes temporary delirium ; and { have known
two instances in which the patients were driven into the.
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pernicious practice of opinm-eating, to drown tneir sufferings
in stupor.—London Jour., Med. ‘

v

Operation for Osseous Catavacts. By W. White Cooper,
Esq.—1In the performance of the operation, the almost entire
obliteration of the anterior chamber by the projection of the
lens and iris, renders it extremely difficult to pass the knife
across it in such a case, it would be found easier to direct
the incision obliquely.  That should be free ; and if the
cataract knife do not makeitof sufficient size, the blunt-
pointed sabre knife cutting on the convex edge, will enlarge
it with facility. In the event of the adhesions tothe cornea
being so extensive as to preclude the possibility of perform-
ing the operation in this manner, it may. become a question
whether an incision directly across the cornea may not be
the best mode of proceeding ; the ohject in view is notto
give sight, but simply to relieve suffering, and it must be
familiar to many, that similar wounds of the cornea inflicted
by accident unite the kindly if judiciously treated. ™ The
great difficulty, however, is the extraction of the cataract.
The iris having lost its elasticity, and being bound by adhe-
sions to the lens, and possibly to the cornea, does not yield
to pressure ; and the lens, being solid, cannot be forced
through the contracted pupil, even after the adhesions have
been divided, with such an amount of force as can be piu-
dently applied. The better way, then, is to break down the
osseous shell and remove it piece-meal, having previously
divided the adhesions by sweeping round the marein of the
pupil with a fine iris knife. Before placing the flap in ap-
position, a careful examination should be made, to see that
none of the fragments are left.  After the lids have been
closed, two or three folds of rag, dipped in cold water, should
be applied to the eye so long as is felt agreeable, and'a full
dose of hyoscyamus administered. — Med. Gaz.

o

MIDWIFERY.

Early Pregnancy : and Infantile Menstruation.—In the
London Medical Gazette, for 3d Nov. 1848, Mr. John
Smith publishes a recent case of FEarly Pregnancy. Itis
interesting not only from the extreme youth of the mother,
‘but from the fact of her having borne a living and tolerably
healthy infant. The following is Mr. Smith’s narrative :—

¢« At the Coventry Assizes, of August, 1848, Julia Amelia

. Sprayson preferred a charge of rape against her uncle, James
Chattaway, who was convicted of the assault, and sentenced
* to two years® imprisonment and hard labor in the House of
Correction. The girl was far advanced in a state of preg-
nancy, and as it is of rare occurrence for conception to take
“place at so early an age as between eleven and twelve years,
many surmises were expressed by the gossips as to what
would be the probable issue. She continued in good health
up to the dav of delivery, which took place on the 16th
Septemher, 1848. In the early part of the morning she be-
came restless and uneasy ; and from the hour of 11, A. M.,
,slight pains occurred at irregular intervals, until about 5, P.
M., when it was evident that labor was rapidly advancing.
On being sent for soon after, in consegnence of the absence
from town of Dr. Dewes, who, had been ¢ngaged to attend
her, T proceeded to make an examination, when I found the
. pelvis of average dimensions, and the 'os uteri about the size
.of a shilling piece ; but as the parturient throes were active,
and returned every eight or ten minutes it appeared . pru-
dent to remain until the case had terminated. Nothing
‘remarkable supervened during the progress of the lahor,
except that it was of uunsually short duration. From first
to last she was not. more than ten hours ailing, while
‘the period of actual labor was not extended beyond four

hours, and this would have been firther shorlened but
for the smallness of the external cutlet. The subsequent
symptoms were just as favorable as the labor had been
short. The lochia ceased after the lapse of a few days::
the mamma became duly developed, and the secretion of
milk was so copious as presently to suggest fo her mother
the idea of seeking for a situation as wet nurse. The infant
at birth was long, slender, and emaciated, but-rather below
the average size, and in many respects may be said to have
burne a striking resemblance to the offspring of mothers who
had been imperfectly noutished during pregnancy. 1t did
not occur to me at the time, either to place it in the scales, *
or to take its admeasurement, but at the time of whiting this
report (23d October, 1848,) it is 8} pounds in weizht. The
piesent weight of the mother is 1044 pounds. When she
had so far recovered as to take a share in domestic avocations,
it seemed advisable to pay her an early visit, to elicit, if
possible, some farther information than what had transpired
in court, with a view of establishing some data as to the pe-
tiod of uterogestation ; and although foiled and disappointed
with the resalt of this part of the investigation, some parti-
culars of interest were readily obtained. She was rather of .
prepossessing appearance, of fair complexion, with orown
hair and dark grey eyes; more womanly by far than is
usually witnessed at her age, her figure _being tolerably
plump, well set and proportioned, and her height being rather
more than five feet; and nolwithstanding her casually
childish manner, there was that forwardness of expression
which betokened a more than ordinary developement of
character. On inquiry her mother assured me that she
hegan to menstruate when ten years and siz wecks old; and
it was distinctly ascertained that there had been a regular
return of the catamenial discharge, in somewhat profuse
guantity, up to the period at which conception took place.
The girl had lost her father about two years age, and that
she might not be a burden to her widowed mother, had been
in residence with her uncle, who was a weaver at Foleshill,
This unhappy man, who proved her seducer, was aged forty~
seven, living with his wife, to whom he had been' married
twenty-five years, and by whom he had had a family of two
or three children. The niece was taught to weave at a
handloom, which stood in the same apartment in which her
uncle pursued his daily employment; and here it would
seem that familiarities arose which issued atlength in crimi-
nal intereourse. This latter took place for the first time
about the middle of November, 1847, and was allowad to be
repeated on four occasions at weekly intervals ; but as the
catamenia had appeared during the Jast week of that month,
and did not recur in the Christmas week, she dated concep-
tion from. the latter period. No communication was made
to her relations of what had transpired until six mouths had
elapsed, when her situation became too prominent to elude’
further observation, and then it was that arrangements
were made for bringing her under the maternal roof; and
means e 2 % ken for delivering her seducer into the hands
of justice’ « most rigid inquiry failed in deducing any
farther pa:: s that could be at all relied on as authentic
informaiin. = » » T have been at the pains of con-
sulting ‘e = gisters hoth of her hirth and baptism, The
former hesvs the date of Febrnary 13th, 1836, and the latter
March Tth, of the same year” . A ‘

Early Pregnancy.—In connexion with the above, the
following notes of cases of early pregnancy may be interest-
ing to many ; the more especially at present, when we may
expect to hear of similar, or more remarkable cases, occur-
ting in those continental cities which have lately been the
scene of revolntionary lizense.. That the. aptitude of the
human female for conception at a tender age is greater than
is commonly imagined, we may infer from the fact that
during national convulsions (in which the bonds of social
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order and decency have been broken,) cases of early preg-
nancy have been observed to be of more frequent occurrence.
During the revolution in France, at the close of the last
century, several instances occurred of females of eleven, and
even below that age, being received, in'a pregnant state,
into the Maternité at Paris. L ‘ o

1. Sir Everard Home says, ¢ have met with corpora
lutea in virgins at fourteen, and know of two instances of
girls still earlier, one at thirteen, the other at twelve.”—
Phil. ‘Trans. 1819. p. 61. '

2. Iir. W. F. Montgomery says, that « the earlicstinstance
of pregnancy known to him, was that of a young lady who
brougit forth twins before she had completed her filteenth
year>—S8igns and Symptoms of Pregnancy, p. 163.

3. Mr. Robertson, of Manchester, mentions a case which
occurred in the practice of Mr. R. Thorpe. It is thus quoted
from the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, vol,
XxX riii, p. 231, by Dr. Montgomery :—¢ She had heen em-
ployed in a cotton factory, and was represented to have
,become pregnant in her eleventh year. Mr. Thorpe and the
late Dr. Hardie were at the trouble of cxamining the regis-
ters of her birth and christening, and fully satisfied the mselves
that she had really conceived during the eleventh year of
her age, and that at the time of her delivery she wasonly a
few months advanced in her twelfth year; her fizure was
that of a well-grown young woman; with fully developed
mamu®, and it was ascertained that she had menstruated
beforc: she became pregnant,?”—Op. cit. p. 162, ‘

4. Dr. Rowlett, of Waisborough, Kentueky, reports in the
Tran sylvania Medical Journal, vol. vii., p. 447, the case of
Sally Deweese, horn 7th April, 1824, in the county of But-
ler, K'entucky, ¢ She began to menstruate at a year old,
and the pelvis and breast became developed in an extraordi-
nary degree ; she continued to menstruate regularly up to
1833, when she became preguant, and on the 20th April,
1834, she was delivered of a'female child, weighing seven
poundls and three-quarters. At the time of publishing the
case the child weighed eight pounds and three-quarters, and
the miother 100 pounds, and was four feet seven inches in
height.”—(As quoted by Montgomery, Op. cif. p. 162.)

5. sLa Motte delivered a gi:l who had not completed her
thirtenth year, and who had never menstrnated.—( Traifé
des Accouchemens, Obs. xxiii., p. 52, as quoted by Montgo-
mery, Op.cit. p. 163.) ‘ ,
- 6. 1. Michael Ryan knew of a female, pregnant at 12}
years of age.—Medical Jurisprudence, p. 212,

"Infantile Menslruation.— The following arc a few curious
instanc es, some of which certainly may bs considered as
_ puberty’ at an infantile age : — " .
1. M. Embling, in the Lancet for January 29, 1848, gives
the following case :—At, the dale when the account was
. publisheady the child was three years old, and had during
some preeceding months menstruated regularly.  The mammez
and natess were as fully daveloped as in an aduit of tweniy ;
the Jabiiy, ete., were like those of a mature young woman
the hym en was perfect ; the vagina anteriorly was of large
size ; and on the pubes there was a slight growth of hair.—
The countenance, appearance and gait were in miniature
those of an old woman. At her menstrual periods, she suf-
. fered the: uterine, lumbar, and other pains common in women
capable of uterogestation. =, - ‘ -
2. Dr. Dieflenbach, of Berlin, in Meckel’s Archiv fur
- Anelomie, etc., 1827, p. 367, relates a case of early menstru-
ation in :2 child nineteen months old. It was at birth of the
natural s.ize, but after the first month began.to grow rapidiy.
In her ninth month she was as large as a child a ycarand a
. half old; and about this time a discharge of blood from the
vagina w as observed. At the end of two months 'a more
copious di’ggbg;g@‘tqo}g place, which was accompanied with
an'increasie in the size of the mamme, and the appearance
+ C oy - ) s ' o

of hairs on the genitals. The same phenomenon recurred at
fourteen, and-again at eighteen months. At the time of the
report the mamme were large, and the genitals were largely
developed and covered with hairs. Nothing was remarked
in her mental disposition different from other children of the
same age, and there was no indication of sexual desire.

3. Dr. Catals, of Adge, attended a litte girl of six years
old, who was affected with a spasmodic cough, colic, head-
ache, and cpistaxis, which recurred every month. With
other remedies which this condition indicated, he applied
leeches to the calves of the legs. A discharge of blood from
the aterus supervened, which was preceded by a febrile
state. These phenomena, accompained with some enlarge-
ment of the mamma, pain in the lumber region, and itching
of the genitals, veturned regularly every month, and lasted
three days.—(Journal de Mledecine et de Chirurgié, par Cox-
visart, Leroux, et Boyer, t. xi. p. 37, as quoted by De Bois-
mont, in his work, De la. Menstruation, p. 33, Paris;
1842y ‘ o »

4. M. A. Brierre De Boismont, op. cit. p. 35, relates, on
the authority of M. Le Beau, the case of Matilda H., who
was born at New Orleans in 1827, with the breasts.and
genitals as perfectly developed as in a girl of 13 or 14 years.
The menses aypeared rezulaily each month, from the age
of three years. They continued three days; and were as
copious as in a perfect woman. At the age of four years,
when the report was made, she was well-formed, and of
handsome appearance ; the mammza were of the size of a
large orange; and the pelvis seemed as large as in a child of
eight years. Her health was excellent. (From Annal
d’Hygiéne, t. x.p. 481.)

5. Dr. Carus, of Dresden, mentions the case of Christina
Theresa, born in the mountains of Saxony, of parents of a
weak constitution. She was scarcely a year old when she
began to grow rapidly. At the end of the second twelve-
month the catamenia appeared, and continued to flow regu-
larly once a month.  The mammee were firn, like those of
a strong girl of 16; the body was stoutly made ; and the,
genital organs were covered with dark brown hair.  Her,
intellectual functions, tone of voice, and physiognomy, were
those of a child three years old.—(Allgemeine Zeitung, fir
Chirurgie, as quoted in Edinburgh Monthly Journal of Me-
dical Science, p, 1050, 1842.)

6. Mr. W. H. Whitmore, of Cheltenham, communicated -
to the Northern Journal of Medicine, for July, 1845, an
account of 'the case of a child who menstruated regularly,
at intervals of three weeks and two or three days; from a
few days after birth, until the .age of four years and some
months, when she died. The development of the body
equalled that of a girl 10 or 11 years of age. The mamme
were unusually large; the mons veneris well covered with
hair ; the labia pudendi more sparingly so. In the absence.
of her periodical ailments, she would enter info the amuse-
ments of children of her own age ; but when she was in-
disposed, she was exceedingly reserved, and would with-
draw from all her playful occupations. . ‘

7. Dr. Lenz, of Dantzig, relates a case in which menstru-
ation appeared at the cighteenth month, and continued up
to the age of. two years, when the case was reported. The
general health was unaffected in the intervals, provided the.
discharge took place at the regular periods. The breasts
and genital ‘organs presenied no remarkable appearance,
but experienced an .increase in temperature and size at eaclt
ménstruation.—(Caspar’s Wochenscnrift, Oct. 3, 1840.)
¢ 8. M. Gruere, of Dijon, was acquainted with the case of
a child, aged three years, who hal menstruated regularly
since she was one year old. Her general health was good..
There were no premonitory symptoms, except a slight feel-:
ing of 'tension in the hypogastric region. There were no
exlernal signs of puberty.—(Journai de Medecine et de
Chirurgie Pratique. Mai, 1842, Paris.) Lo
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1n addition to the above cases, others have been recorded,
in which a discharge of bicod, often accompanied with
some enlargement of the breasts, took place from the genital
organs soon after birth. Tt seems probable, however, that
the hemorthage might have arisen from other causes than
the establishment of menstruation ; and that the enlargement
of the mamme may be due to the sympathy which exists
between them and the genital organs, independent of sexual
aptitude. Of this kind are, probably, among others, the
cases recorded by M. Maliat in the Gazette Medicale for
1832; and by Dr. Camerer in the Medicinisches Correspon-
‘denz-Blatt, as quoted 1n Gazette Modicale p. 248. 1815.—

b, |

MATERIA MEDIGA AND GHEMISTRY.

Use of Nitrate of Silver for IWhite Swellings, Hydrarthro-
sig, and Venereal Bubo.—M. Decaisne, military surgeon at
Anvers, has published, in the Archives de Médecine Mili-
taire, some observations on thissubject ; two remarkable cases
are given. One of the patients was a man of 27 years of
age, and of a lymphatic temperament, who on the night of
the 5th of February, 1847, felt a severe pain in the right
knee ; swelling soon followed, and the patient was un-
able to use the limb. [Kvery rneans were had recourse to
for his relief—antiphlogistics, baths, calomel and opium,
blisters, iodine, mercurial ointment, compression and douches,
without any effect in arresting its progress into regular
white swelling. In the month of July, M. Decaisne began
the use of an ointment of nitrate of silver, when the knee
was double its natural size, was so tender that the patient
dreaded its being touched, all motion in the joint impossible,
and three fistulous openings at the inner side of the joint;
amputation appeared inevitable ; and in this very unfavor—
able aspect of aflairs, it was ordered to employ friction twice
a day of an ointment composed of one gross (58.1 grains) of
the salt of silver to an ounce of lard; about two gross
of the ointment were used at each application. Under this
treat ment the pain sensibly abated in a few days, the swell-
mg gradually diminished, and in about a montn the im-
provement, in every respect, was considerable. During the
month of August, the proportion of the nitrate of- silver to

the lard was increased to a gross and a half or two gross to |-

the ounce of lard, and at length, at the end of the month,
the cure was complete, and the young man only experienced
aslight stiffness in bending the knee.

. The second case was that of a young boy, attacked with
a white swelling of the radio-carpal articulation. Previous-
Iy to the employment of the ointment of the nitrate of silver

without this precaution would be inevitable. Generally
smart pain, but transient, is experienced on the application
of this remedy at the place on which it is rubbed.

The power of this ointment to resolve venereal buboes
has been experienced in the practice of M. Lutens ; he dis-
solved a drachm of the salt.in asufficient quantity of distilled
water, and then mixed it with an ounce of lard. His mode
of using it is this,—about two drachms of the ointment are
used at each rubbing ; after three or four days the skin be-
comes black and shining ; instead of suspending the treat-
ment until the epidermis desquamates fully, the scales are
detached with a 'nail, or a spatula, and the frictions imme-
diately recommenced. These frictions never occasion pain,
but sometimes a slight uneasiness. M. Lutens uses this
ointment also in glandular swellings of the neck and groin,

_|4nd in all stages of bubo,—Dublin Med. Press.

Ozide of Silver in Menorrhagic.—The advantages of this
medicing in menorrhagia, as first brought forward by Mr.
Batler Lane and Dr. Eyre, are strongly confirmed by Mr.
Thwait, of Petersburgh, U.S.  He considers it especially
usefulin those cases in which menstruation recurs once a fort-
night or three weeks, and which are frequently most rebel-
lious to treatment.— Am. Jour. of Med. Science.

"‘

MEDICAL JURISPRUBENGE,

The following singular accouat is from a London paper
of the 10th ult.” Mr, H. M. Wakley is, we believe, a son
of the well known M.P., Coroner for one division of Mid-
dlesex, and proprietor of the Lancet.

Last evening, at five o’clock, Mr. H. M. Wakley, deputy-
coroner for Middlesex, and a jury of inhabitants of St. Pan-
cras, assembled for the third time at the Perseverance
Tavern, William Street, Hampstead Road, to conclude their
inquiry concerning the death ot Mr. Richard David Pearce,
aged thirty-four, an upholsterer, late of No. 86, Mary-street
alleged to have been starved to death, whilst under the
homeopathic treatment of cholera, adopted by his brother,
Mr. Charles Thomas Pearce, an unqualified homa:opathic
practitioner, residing at No. 3. Taunton-place, Regent’s-
Park. : .

The accused was present throughout the proceedings, ac-
companied by Mr. Dowding, his solicitor, and the inquiry
excited thronghout the neighborhood a great deal of interest,
especially amongst the medical profession, The following
lis an epitome of the evidence. ,

, Mrs. Jane Pearce, widow of the deceased, deposed that
he was taken ill with diarrheea and spasms of the stomach, on

" hoeven, he used it in a great number of cases, but all

in this case, a number of the more active remedies had been ' Saturday, the 8th ultimo. On Sunday morning the Sth,
tried 'n vain; the swelling was considerable, and it was | Mr. Harris, surgeon, of Gower-street, was sent for, and on
necessary to open a'large abscess near the articulation. Af-!arriving pronounced deceased to be laboring under cholera.
ter using the ointment of the nitrate of silver for two months, ! Mr. Harris saw him three times that day, and gave him'
the amelioration was considerable, or rather the cure was medicine, and Mr. Charles Thomas Pearce, the accused
Icame the same evening.  When he came, he said he should
After giving the above cases, the Journal de Meédecine ! take deceased under his own care, and she believed he dis-
adds the following remarks : other cases, where the salt of , missed Mr. Harris. He told her he had. taken: his brother
silver in the form of ointment have been recently published 'out of Mr. Harris’ hands, and he then gave him a powder,
in the Archives de la Médecine Belge by Professor Uytter- | giving lier strict injunctions not on any account to give de-
ceased anything to eat or drink excepting ice water and the
those he details were diopsy of the joints, not white swell- Imedicines he sent. ‘The deceased was under his treatment
ing. The ointment of nitrate of silver possesses a resolutive for ten days previous to his death, which took place on the
action upon those serons swellings of joints. This thera-, 18th of September. During the whole of that period Mr.
peutic agent should not he employed until the inflammatory , Pearce, the accused, refused toailow him to have anything
‘ ‘ " Jto eat.” Deceased continually craved for food, and when

In making the ointment it is necessary to dissolve. the | she appealed to the brother about it, he said if he gave him
nitrate of silvsiin water before incorporating it withh the : food she weuld kill him, and theiefore she was 2fraid to do
lard, to prevent the rubefacient or cauterizing effect of the !so. ' Deceased was continually cryingfor food, and com-
metallic salt on the skir or the formation of vesicles, which ! plained that he was being starved to death. She sent for
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' Mr. Davis, another surgeon, on the evening of the 17th, be-
cause her husband became much worse. She did give him
. some beef tea and some arrowroot, and the day before he'died
some toast. He was sick more than three times.. He did

. not get any better under his brother’s treatment.

Mr. James Davis, surgeon, of Ampthill-square, deposed
that be was called to see deceased on the evening of the
17th ult., and found him in a very low anu ¢xhausted condi-
tion, apparently for want of nourishment. Deceased ‘was
sensible, and told him he had been starved to death by the
homeopathic system of medical treatment. He ordered him
some brandy and water, and sent him medicine, and when
he saw him on the following morning, the 18th, he was dy-
ing. Could not say that he considered him laboring under
cholera when he first saw deceased. ' On examining . the
body he found it much emaciated. The liver, kidneys,
lungs, and Tight side of the heart were congested. The
stomach was healthy, but all that was found in it was a
small quantity of liquid matter of 2 brown color, which, on
- being tested, proved to contain a slight portion of arsenic.

In wiwness’s opinion the cause of deceased’s death was ex-
haustion from want of food. ~Was informed that all deceased
had had in shape of food was a little beef tea and some arrow-
root. Cousidered such treatment enough to kill and exbaust

_any man. oo IR ‘ ‘ ‘

. The inquiry was ultimately adjourned till last evening,
Mr. Harris, who first attended. the deceased, being sut of
town ; and on the re-assembling of the jury—

Mr. Harris was sworn—Finding that the brei - -1 the
deceased professed the doctrine of homeopathy, ..:..' *hat he
wished deceased to be treated under that 'syster e told
him he conld not act in concert with him, and atux request
he then gave the care of deceased over to him. I could
not say that deceased died of Asiatic cholera. He had
cholera when he (Mr. Harris) saw him, and he treated him
for i, He did not give up the case because it was hopeless.
Having heatd the whole of the evidence read over, Mr.
Harris said he certainly considered the deceased had not

. sufficient food to sustain life. On the contrary, he (witness)
ordered strong beef tea, arrowroot, brandy and water, and

solids, if he could take them. SR

Mr. Dowding, on the part of the accused, propesed to call
Dr. Epps, Dr. Kelsall, and other professors of the homeopathic
system who were present, and who, he said, would prove
that the treatment of the deceased was skilfnl and: proper.

Dr. Kelsall was sworn—He said he wasa professor of
homeopathy, and had formerly been a surgeon in the navy.
He had had many cases of Asiatic cholera under his care,
and he considered the treatment pursued by the accused pro-
" per. It was his firm conviction that it was highly improper
to give food in cases of cholera. No food whatever should
be given {rom the moment of attack until the patient is con-
valescent. He had patients under his own care without
. food for a longer period than deceased, and he considered it

certain death to give a patientany food whatever. Togive

. a patient laboring under cholera arrowroot—you might as
well give him sawdust. He had had one hundred patients
under his care, within the fast two months, and had 'lost
only ten, o . ‘

Mr. Dowding wished to call Dr. Epps to corroborate

. this statement, but the jury declined hearing him.

The Coroner, in summing up the evidence, said it was the
opinion of the most eminent and educated in the medical
profession that the system of homeopathy was a species of
humbug and quackery, not founded on medical scicnce. It
hag been proved that the deceaced had died from exhaustion
from want of food, and the question was by whose influence
the food had been withheld. 'The coroner then cited the
judgments of Lord Lyndhurst and several other. judges;
showing that if a medical man, whether qualified or not,

treated a person anskilfully, and death ensued, he was guilty
of manslaughter. ‘ ‘
* Aftertwo houis’deliberation the jury returned a verdict of
manslaughter against Charles Thomas Pearce, who was at
once committed to Newgate on the coroner’s warrant. -
[Since the ubove was received, we find that the party indicted
has undergone his trial, and the case was distmissed, and we think
properly too. “Although no friend to Homaopathy,as a system of -
Medicine, we think that many much better methods cxist for
exhibiting its absurdities, and much more legitimale too, than the
x;;pz::kjallen)ivted apon it, on such really tnfling grounds.— Ep.
VAL ‘
e e e————e———————

© MISCELLANEOUS. -

Thoughts on Suits for Malpractice, suggested by certain
Juaicial Proceedings, in Erie County, Pennsylvenia. By
WiLniam M. Woop, M.D., U. 8. Navy.—Since my duty
has required my presence in this section of country, I have
several times been summoned as a witness in trials for mal-
practice. The character, conduct, and resultsof those cases,’
go to show that in them, as too often in others, the principles
of law, intended for the protection of the community, are
perverted into powerful instruments of wrong and injustice.’

The general influences, leading to thete perversions of
justice, can be readily understood and appreciated by all,
and it may not he out of place to notice them, hefore detail-
ing the special cases in which these influences have been
manifested. It is" well known, that all efforts to limit the
exercise of the profession of medicine to those who have the
abilities'and acquirements essential to its proper understand-
ing, have utterly failed; and ignorant and impudent pre-
tenders, under a great variety of humbugging tities, come
before the public with equal rights, and a better chance for
popular favor, than the regualar practitioner. The publie, un-
fortunately, seems to consider ail efforts to limit the practice of
medicine to those of scientific attainments, as the attempt of
a sect to monopolize rights, and to infringe upon the largest
liberty. Under this latitudinarian license, we have Indian -
doctors, urine doctors, root doctors, water doctors, steam
doctors, and homeopaths, preying upon the community ; and
each has his representative here. Some among them are
too ignorant fo know their own 'ignorance ; and others,
cunningly. calculaling how much the mystic and marvellous
—the disposition to he humbugged—preponderate in hu-
man nature, over plain 1eason and common sense, appeal |
for a living to the greater ingredient, and shrewdly, if not
honestly, make their bread out of the folly of their neigh-
hors; only adapting their machinery to the refinement of .
the classes with which they deal. Charms and amulets do°
for some. The beautiful, refined, and fascinating vision of
mystical phials and infinitessimal doses, touch the same
chord in others. Buf how stands the tegular practitioner
affected by such circumstances - Why, it Is this assemblage
of varied dye, which represents the profession to the com-
munity ; they are all of the healing arf—doctors—as well
as the M.D., and the interests and prejudices of the whole
class are against the acts and deings of the regular practi-
tioner. Hence, ignorance and charlatanism become the
rule, and intelligence the error.. As will be seen, it may be
very unsafe fo cure a man on scientific principles. The
anecdote of the old lady, who gave implicit belief to her |
sailor son’s story of drawing up Pharaoh’s chariot wheel on .
thefluke of their anchor,—but when he told of flying fish,
charged him with lying, is an apt illustration of the faith
and credence reposed in those who, studying nature’s laws
and truths, attempt to act, by their direction, The course
of the regular practitioner is all wrong ; and, for unfortunate
result, whether from the nature of the case, the neglect of

his patients, or contingencies beyond his control, the regular .
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practitioner is held responsidle fo a judicial tribunal, and he
alone is held responsible. People have a right {o Jie con-
trary to att, but secundem ortem—never.

For some such unfortunate case, the.regular practitioner
is arraizned before a jury, the whole horde of ¢ doctors?® in-

“terested in driving bim ont, are summoned to give testi-
.mony. The jury is, of course, not accustomed to the
mental discipline of investizating medical facts, and it may
be, have the common prejudice against the regular practi-
tioner. The most preposterous and absurd opinions are
given to the jury in incomprehensible language, and with a
pompous and dictatorial manner, but which makes an im-
.pression where the simplicity of truth would be unheeded
The very men who give this testimony are, perhaps, those
who bave instizated the suit. Add to the foregoing ¢ reum-
stances, the avarice of thoese disposed to escape their doctor’s
bill, and willing to take the chance of making money out of
their injuries ; the ingenuity of lawyers watching for cases,
and determined to make fees; and it will be seen the regu-
lar practitioner pursues his profession under risk and hazards
no prudent man would encounter. The conseqnence is, a
fearful retribution is being visited vpou the community in
which such persecutions are sustained.  Some of the most
competent young men are driven off, and such as remain
refuse to take the responsibiiity of surgical cases. Human-
ity is paralyzed in its efforts to relieve suffering, for [ am
told that services rendered in charity have terminated in a
malpractice suit. ’

I was informed by "an intelligent lawyer, that, before a
jury, he would feel no confidence in the cortectness of the
practitioner’s course saving him from damages. Another
informed me that, when upen the bench, a suit was tried
before him for malpractice, in the reduction of a dislocated
shoulder. The ground was, that, at the moment of reduc.
tion, a ¢¢click’ was heard, and, since then, the shoulder
had been easily dislocated. It was proved against the
doctor, by medical testimony, that at the time of reduction,
he had ruptured the round ligament of the shoulder-joint,
and the jury rendered a verdict against him of five hundred
doltars. "Che judge accidentally learned that there was no
such ligament, and set aside the verdict. For such a de-
plorable state of - affairs, deplorable for the profession, and
more so -for the community, the illiterate. alone are¢ not
responsible.  The singular support, which the influence of
the pulpit too often: gives to visionary aud quacking schemes
has ever been a subject of wonder and regret. It is this
influence which enables quackery to appeal to the public
in the garb' of respectability, and to appear to the
mass ‘as having equal claims with science. Ve should

. suppose that the laborious students of divinity, aware of the
assiduous discipline and mental training, necessary to give
the power to study—the power to acquire and arrange facts,
to trace their connection, to investigate speculations, and to
comprehend principles—would he the last to suppose that
the comprehensive and intricate’ principles of medical
science could be intuitively acquired by ignorant men. 1
tannot forbear quoting the remarks, or part of them, upon
this subject, from the ¢ Discourse of Dr. Francis, hefore the
New York Academy of ‘Medicine.”” In allusion to the
clergy he says: ¢ They, with all their benevolence super-
added to the weight of their sacerdotal office, sustain theories,
and give credence’ to alleged facts, which are often at war
with the best-established principles of medical science, and
mdirectly do harm to that calling which is ‘like into their
own corporeal natuwre, demanding physical relief, as the
immortal soul, thie suppoit of divine counsel.”

“The Rigit Rev. Bishops of the Church of Great Britain,
with their subordinates who set forth, in solemn testimony,
their convictions of the cures derived from Perkins® metallic

+ tractors, humiliating as was the.spectacle, impugned not the

orthodoxy of their religious faith ; but it would be difficult
to exonerate them from blindness in observation, and fallacy
in judgment, in medical affairs.” ‘
¢« 1 well remember,” says Dr. Francis, “an interview I
enjoyed with the late Rev. Dr. John M. Mason, the narivalled
preacher of this country in days past.” He had repeatedly
travelled abroad, and extensively visited Great Britain. He
was asked why he did not give to the' public the results of
his observation. ¢ Alas ! he replied, ¢ What sort of travels
can I write ? I ncither understand the nature of the air I
breathe, nor the water I drink, nor the earth I tread upon.
My life has been appropriated to polemical divinity.> The
frankness of this answer was characteristic of this honest .
;nd g’reat man, who long bore the name of the American
aunl.”? \ ‘ ‘
The eyes of the clergy should be opened by one fact, if
they are closed to reflection, and it is: That those of their
hody who study medicine' scientifically are never the advo-
cates of quackery. ‘ ‘
The bearing of the foregoing widely extended and
powerful influences, will be illustrated by the following
facts :— \ 5
Vithin a recent period, a young German physician and
surgeon, Dr. B., located himself in. this place, and he was
one whose talents and acquirements should have secured
him welcome and encouragement. * With gentlemanly
manners and deportment, he had a superior general educa-
tion. As a pupil of Dieff:nbach, he had enjoyed and pro- .
fitted by great professional advantages. ‘

This gentleman informed me, that, from an early period.
of his tesidence, he had been persecuted by suits or threat-
enings of suits, let the results of his surgical practice be
what it might ; the people being, as he alleged, instigated to
these suits by dhe irregular practitioners, who regarded his
advent with a jealous eye, and who were calied to the
witness-stand as professional witnesses when the case came
on. Prosecution was threatened, not only in cases of re-
covery with real or imaginary defect, but when his disloca-
tions were reduced, and his tractures united, he was
threatened with proceedings for having treated cases in
which there had been no injury. <

I was first summoned, vn his part to give evidence in
following case :— ‘

During. the prevalence of small-pox, two girls, who had
been exposed to the contagion, applied to him to be vacci~
nated.  Before the vaccine influence could manifest itself,
one of the girls was taken with variola, and which proved
to Le a very bad case of confluent disease, leaving the giul
dreadfully scarred.. The arm of the other girl became very
much inflamed. The chaiges against the doctor were, that
he had communicated the small-pox in one case and some
anknown animal poison in the other. Medical men, as they
called themselves, whoever they were, who advised this
prosecution, ought to have known that extensive inflamma-
tion'sometimes follows the insertion of the vaccine virug,
and to have considered that, in the other case, the variolous
disease had been communicated before the girl was vacci-
nated.. The violence of the disease alone would contradict
the idea of its being inocculated. But, on account of these
cases, Dr. B. underwent a great deal of guerrilla persecntion,
professional and lay, besides being compelled to enter into
expenses, and lo take measures to. protect himself before the
court. The case was first hrought before arbitrators, but
was withdrawn from them to be carried into court. Dr. B,,
wearied of vexation, having made arrangements for his de-
fence in his absence, left his suits, his property and his
family, to seek a more generous home and better rewards in
the golden valleys of California. Soon after the withdrawal
of the foregoing case from the abitration, I was summoned
before a magistrate, to give evidence in another suit against

the
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Dr. B., or rather payment of the dector’s bill was resisted,
upon the defence of malpractice. , ‘

A farmer in good ' health, and the prime of life, had his
left leg fractured by the fall of a heavy piece of timber.—
The fracture was about the middle of the leg, and compound,
both bones beng driven through the soft parts, forming the
calf. Thare was, of course, much extravasation. The
doctor thought there might be a chance of saving the leg.
He placed the bones in apposition, and retained them there
by means of straw splints, made by neatly rolling a volume
of straw on each end of a piece of canvass, and bedding the
contused and fractured limb between them. The foot was
prevented from falling over by a foot-piece made fast to the
foot of the bed. Cold water dressings were at first applied,
and afterwards a vinous wash. In the course of a few days,
coagula clogging the orifices in the soft parts, and there be-
ing much stuffing of the limb from effused blood, Dr. B.
made one or two incisions, to free it. Gangrene came on,
and the limb was amputated by the double flap operation,
through the lower third of the thigh. :

Respecting the time occupied in the operation, there was
a difference of opinion, the langest asserted being forty-three
minutes up to the conclusion of the dressing, and part of this
was lost by the operator having scalded his hands.  About
two days after the aperation, the man died. ‘

.Taking into consideration the great mortality attending
thigh amputations, [ was at some loss toconjecture the grounds
for alleging malpractice, and presumed it would be charged
from the delay of the amputation. This was made 2 point,
but barely touched upon. Malpractice was attempisd to be
shown from all the following points :— ‘

1. The operation not being primary.

2. The time occupied.

3. Not bandaging and enclosing thz limb in firm splinis
from the beginning. ‘ ‘

4. The application of cold water.

5. Fastening the foot to the foot-board.

6. Making incisions. ‘

The third, fourth, fifth, and sixth points were those most
urged, and a Thompsonian or Botanic physician, and a
Homeopathic, gave evidence adverse to the doctor on all
these points. ~The scientific and unprejudiced character of
the testimony may be judged, but the Thompsonian was
complimented by one of {he lawyers upon the excellency of
his testimony. - ’ , )

* The incisions, and the failure of the doctor to bandage this
crushed and eontused limb, were insisted upon as very great
faults. The regular physicians sustained on the witness-
stand the course pursued by Dr. B., and the justice rendered
a verdiet in his favor. What would have been the result
before a jury, is by no means certain. But the exile of ' Dx.
B. has, I believe, been the means of preventing this case
from coming into the court. :

Dr. B. having got- out of the country, 1 began to hope
that my services as a medical witness were, at least for the
present, at an end ; but at the very next term, that of the
present month, I was summoned to give evidence in the
following case. A woman, by a fall through a bridge, re-
ceived an injury of the right arm. A country practilioner
was called, and pronounced the injury a fracture, and treated
it with a patent splint, for fractured radius.  After six days’
_aftendance, this gentleman was told he need not come again
unless sent for, and from that time the family treated the
arm without any professional advice. It is now a year
smee the accidenl, and the fractured radius is well united,
but there is a dislocation of the carpal extremity of the ulna.
In this case, the jury found against the doctor for four hun-
dred and fifty dollars, which, added to the costs and loss
of reputation, is, to a poor couniry practitioner, an over-

)

whelming verdict. ' ‘

—
—

It was not in proof that the doctor discovered the dislo-
cation at the time he reduced the bone, neither was itin
p;oof that he did not, further than that he made no mention
of it. : ‘ ‘ o

. There are some important questions suggested by this case,
and of interest to the profession and to the community.—
Admitting that the dislocation was not discovered by the
docior during his attendance, ought he to be held responsi-’
ble for the final result, when he was dismissed after six days®
attendance?  Had he been continued, it would have
afforded him the opportunity of discovering the injury in
time for ils reduction, though it may be doubted whether,
under any circumstances, the recovery would have. been
better thzn it has been. But again, how far ought the com-
men practitioners throngh the country to be held amenable
to a standard of professional excellence, which neither the
ability nor the inclination of the people will justify by pe-
cuniary compensation, and ‘which' excellence is,” moreover,
difficult of attainment, unless by a greater amount of
surzical practice than the country affords? These certainly
are i]mportaut considerations for the profession, and for the

eople. iy S .
‘p The existing state of affairs, it appears to me, is worth
the consideration ot those who are interested in the question
of medical education, now agitating the profession. Some
few years ago, 1 heaid a professor, in one of our principal
medical institutions, defend, in his introductory lecture, the
facility with which diplomas are granted by our colleges,
upon the ground that it is better to provide the people with
imperfectly educated physicians, than with those not edu-
cated at all.  But here we see the people repudiate such
doctrine ; they not only claim to have, in all the highways
and by-ways, the most skilful and accomplished men, but
those who must make no mistakes and be liable {o no acci-
dents. It is better to be without a diploma; for then, be-
sides having the sympathies of the community, the practi-
tioner can say, ¢ I make no pretensicns, I offer no certificate
of ability, and only give my neighbor in his sufferings such
aid as 1 could.” ‘ - \

One of the most able and experienced practitioners here,
now refuses to take the responsibility of surgical cases, and
feels constrained to turn the applicants away to find help
where they can. Being urged to take charge of a dislocated
elbow, which, for want of aid, went a week unreduced, he
would consent to do so, only upon being released from all
responsibility.  During the progress. of the cases narrated
above, a pregnant lady, itis currently reported, expelied
her feetus, and she herself died under the action of repeated
lobelia emeties, exhibited bv a botanic physician; bat no
proceedings, I believe, were instituted in this case. ‘

. It would certainly be a source of congratulation, if those
who tamper with the health and lives of the people, whe-
ther by criminal ignorance or wilful neglect of their duties,
could be held to a healthful accountability ; but it is too
much to require the regalar praciitioner.only to be responsi-
ble; and to be not only responsible for the unfortunate
contingencies of his jprofession, but subject to the
avarice - of the community, the influence and opinions
of charlatans, the 'acute management of ‘the bar, and
the ignorance of juries. Such is the case. at present,
and the only remedy that I see lies with the bench. Let
judges make themselves acquainted with what should be
the gualifications required of medical men, according to the
standard justified by their location, and charge juries de-
finitely and clearly upon that point. -~ There  may be other
modes of'setting things right for the advantage of all parties,
and I shall be most happy to see. them suggested.—Erie;
Pa., May 24, 1849.—~Am. Jour. of the Med. Sciences.
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Quackery in the Nineleenih Century.—(To the Editor of
the Boston Medizel ond Surgical Journal.)—Dear Sir,—1
have thought it might be at least amusing to your subscribers
{o read the following somewhat curious document.’ It was
given to me by a patient who had been for several years
‘afflicted with epileptic fits, and who applied to 2 mesmerizer
or mesmerizeress, to ascertain the precise cause of the
trouble. It is amusing to see in what curiosities our goodly
city abounds, and what wonderful talent exists in the as-
sumed medical profession in these days.  Hee is 2 class of

- empirics who profess {0 look right through ail ihe integu-
ments of the human body, and take a “bird’s-eye view?
of the state of all the viscera and of every internal organ.

They are so ¢ eagle-eyed®” that the sinallest lesion in the

minutest particle of the human organization cannot escape
", their search, and so pathologically correct is their diagnosis,

and so thorouzh their knowledge of the materia medica and

'skill in prescribing, that they can direct to the « very medi-

. cine which will prove an’ all powerful specific, in every case.”
“ O tempora ! O mores > What will come next? Perhaps
it may s«em like taking too much notice of one. of the sil-
liest humbugs that has flown around, andbuzzed among us,
in these times of progress, and st the astounding credulity
of the age in which we live. But, such as it is, Mr. Editor,
here you have the genuine ¢ Examination and Prescription,”
verbatim et literatum, with only this additional remark,
whick was affirimed by the patient, that the priestess, while
declaring the arcana from the oracle (more wise than that
of Delphosj, (e!l into two genuine epileptic fits, for the pur-

pose of showing the patient how one appeared in such a

state ; that is, was really thus affected.

« Examination.—Scrofulous Humour in Blood. "

Get a Boltil Babery Snuff take it constantly

Pyt a blister Across from Ear to Ear

3 mornings before putting on the blister Shower the head
With Cold Water ,

Nervous System has been Renched By convulsives fits

Convalsion Come on between twelve & one O. C.

Rub the Limbs With flannels vinegar & Water

Get a ounce of Ether own of Camfir } oz paragoric take

"'it Clear as soon as the Spasm com on i :
take g of Grate Spoon ful before they come on - ‘

Rub the temples armes & Stomach With vinegar & Water
" Spassms Brought on By Straining the nervs & cramping

em ! - .

Nounce Cramp Convulson fits

Blood in a Cold State ‘

Get an oz of Picre put in a pinf of New Rum take }
Glass Tuesday and friday Moinng for Six Weeks

the Blood Gets in Cold State Strikes to the Slomach
When She is 2 Sleep stagnates & Cuses the Spasms

Be ver:ey cautious not to Goo to Sleep on yonr Back Lay
on your Side turn over often :
. _lake § pint Blood from Right arm before you Rub, this

. Will help ihe pain in the head ‘ C
Soak the feet on thursdain Salt & Water Rub the Limbes
with the Same C

P‘.take”table Spoon full of Oil twice a Week Opposite the

icra. ' o

' One more item, and we: have done with the astounding

medical edvancements of the present day in good old Massa-

chusetts.” It may serve as a grand climacterical anxiliary
‘1o the preceding, or some other equally nonsensical humbug

that feeds the gullible appetite of the present age on medical
‘ﬂ}?lters; The prefatory remarks are fiom the Bee of this
) eity. L e N ‘

. % The following directions for using a cure for the theuma-
‘lism were handed by the doctor who prepares it, to a printer
In this city for publication in a hand-bill. We assure our
teaders, that it is not at all exaggzrated; it is set up from

the origiaal, verbatim.”? ‘ ;

‘ . %A CURE FOR THE RHEOMATISM.

¢ A celebrated medercine for this complaint this meder-
cine is Compused of metrials of his one Collecticn of South
Canton mass. ‘ . N
N. B. Directions for using; take won teaspunful in the
Morning mixed with a Little of inolaces accept those that
have a Stronz Constiton which Can bare a little more, take
it for fore Days avd you will find your panes Bemoving and
in the Corsa of ten or twelve Days you may think your self
gitting Red of them. In case that the patient has swelled
Joints and Paine ful thare is an Erb that aught to be used at
the same time as a poltice, in order to releave the pane in

'the Corse of one or two Nights, and take down the swelling

in a short time. I have other other medercine on band for
many other Complants Sutable for famerleys use to keep on
hand 1 Case of Suding attacks which we are all liable to
meat with and not to be without and keep for ears if tacon
of, a Child can use the same in moderate Doses there is not
a nother person knone in the States that can prepare these
articles, which can be had by some agents in many places
or towns &c and may bhad of Mr No street,
Boston.—Prepared and put up oniy by Dr

"¢ All of you that hare eused this medercine and sattisfide
Plese ta'in form your nabours and frinds whare it may be
had.”? o ‘ :

We shall not expect to hear 2uy'hing mova ahout progress
in madicine, as the acme has now been reached ; so we Lid
farewoll to Hippocrates and Galen, and all the moderns will
go to mesmerism and S. C. Yours, W.M.C.

Discases of Cslifornia.—The diseases most common in
California are fever, leprosy, and dysentery.

The yellow

fever is unknown ; buf intermittents are very common, the

natural resuii of te ground being under water during four
months of the year, the quantity of rain that falls, the great
heat of the climate, and the intense fogs.. Emetics and

large doses of quinine are the usual modes of tiéatment.

Lepiosy is a very common disease in all the warm regions
of Amcrica. Dysentery is the most fatal disease of the
country, and caused, it is said, by the general use of fiuits.
Generally speaking, the climateis good ; and, with tempe-
rate habits and prudence, any serious malady may be avoid-
ed.—Med. News, October, 1849, R

. » OBITUARY. ‘
Bouragery, M . at Paris, of cholera, on the 8th of Juue,  He was
-extensively known for his reseaiches in anatomy. and was the

author of that great work entitled ¢ Anatome de I'komme.”

L. zoN, M, of the Hépital des Enfans Malades, iately, m Paris.

He was well known ang
the discascs of children.
Serwe, M., Professor of Ciinieal' Surgery in the University of
Montpeliies, lutcly, of apoplexy, in his 49th year. L
Cariont, Dr., Professor of Clinieal Surgery in the University of
Pavia, recently. ‘

csteemcd, and extensively consulted in

Caryrentarr, R., Esq, M. D., on the 8th June, in his 70th year, '

by sccidental drowning. This announcement of the melan-
choly "death of this- distinguished man will be received: with
much regret the world over, where the seience of medicine is
caltivated. * In the language of the writer of @ memair of his
‘life in the Dublin Medical Press, for July 4th :—* We were
. nbout to say that a brilliant light had bzen extingnished hy the
death of this great and zood man. But it is notso. e bright
_example will long light congenial spirits in his profcssion to
. tread the path he trod, and encourage them to emulate the
energy, the perseverance, the virtues, that made him an orna-
ment to his profession, a credit to his country, an honor o hu.
man pature itselll ‘ ' ‘
* ¢ ‘I'unto homini nullom par culogium.?
Even his death has ¢ marked him extraordinary ;
And 2l the courses of his life have shown
. He was not in the roll of common men.
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His Iast will bears witness to the same. -Inthe parn of it that}
" relates to the pnblie, and of whieh it is within our- pmvmce to
. speak, he has bequeathed £3000 for the improvement of ihe
Richmond Hospital Schonl of Medicine. of whxcx- he was, in
conjunction with Mr. Adams and Dr. McDaowell, the prmcmal
founder, and to which he had glvcn for the last cight years £50
a year to be bestowed in premiama. To the same school he.-
hss left .‘b2000 the interest of whxcn is td be ennually bcstnwed,
- . in premiums, by examination, on the students of the school
" who distinguish themselves most in the cultivation of the medi.
cal seiences, For a somewhut similar parpose. and with a view
to the promotion of medical refarm, tie has left £3000 to the
* College of Surzeuns, the interest of which is to accunulate for
four years, and then to'ha awarded by the Council of the Colt
"lege to the authors of the best esgays en subjects speadicd in
_the will; and lastly, he has 12ft to the Medical Benevolent
Fund Society £4,500, making (wong ~with £300 given to it
during his life) his eontribution to this exeellent charitv, I r the
" “relief of his disticssed professions1 brethren, or their wxdowQ and
“orphans leftin want, amoant to £5000.”
CLu"r, WILLIAM, E~q-, F. R. 8., on the 20th of June, at his resi.
dencen’London, aged 77. | Mr. Clift-for uearly half a century
rwas(ronsermaur of the Hunterizn Museum of the Roval Col-
lege of Surgeons of England, having “een :\ppnm.cd to that
uffice on the purchase of the colication vy government of the
. executors of Juhn Hanter, whoso nnp.e“lt ce and  assistant he
was for many wears, and also a feliow-lahorer in the formation
. of that magnificent monument of the goniug of his immortal
© master. Mr, Clift was'a Fellow nﬂho Royal ‘Society, and
greatly estecmed by the presentand former d:«(mgmuhcd sunans
of thal body, pnmculﬂ ly the lafe Sir Joseph Danke, Dr. Wols
laston, and, indeed, soiiphly did Sir Humphrey Davy (then
Prcsnlentuf the Rnym Sagfety) think of the lunented denensed,
that he ascd his influcnec'to admit Mr. Clift a Fal'ow befoe
the inerease of the now expensive ad mission ez ; this gentle.
‘man being the last admitted on the old seale.
TuomsoN, Axraony Teow, M. 1., on the 3d of July, in London,
" Dr. lhnms«m was: Professor of \1a.crm Medica” and Medical
Jurisprudence. in University College, Landpn, and.the anthor of
~several valaable and distinguished works,. CHis bingrupher, in

¢

.
|« the London Medical Tlmrs, thus' speaks: of this -remarkahle
“ man ' Let those who regard the. general: practitioner as one
-ofan inferior class, or asone fvho, in the mumphcsfy of his en-
: ,gagements, is ubn’rcd to abandon &l independent observation,
. confess their efror, jn ohscrvmo- how Dr. Thomson, wkile enga.
_ged in ihe Iargcst practide i hxs awn part of London, agpeared
" as the only m!ructor ina vcrv ‘important branch of medieal
stud y-—publ’shcd works  which, even after nearly forty vears,
remain unexcelled—agitated ‘unceasingly to obtain from the
"~ medical corporations consideration and justice for his profes.
sional brethren—and, in faef, realized, in” his awn person, the
beau.ideal of an m}nmp}hhl‘h prafessianal man, at once literary
and practical, a proiund stholar, and an exeellent practitioner
—doing his duty to those whaose lives, under Providence, were
" committéd to hig charge, and, at the sarne time, wmknmr ho-
nestly and alslxxtcrcslcd!v to advance the art which he practwed
. and'to premaoic the good “of those who practised i it with him.»”
'Awnzws. Gorowyex, ‘on the 28th sfJuly, of rupture of the
* aorta, in the 68th yeur of his age. He wasoneof the Surgeons
of the London Hozpital, and a "memberof the Couneil and Court
of Examiners of the Royal Colir _ of Surgeens of England.
‘Rvm. Jou‘x, M. D.. at St. Andrews, “Fifeshire, on the 30th of
. July., 'He was Professor of Anatomy and Medicine in the Uni.
- versity of St. Andrews, und well known' by his conmbut\ons to
. the literature of Pathological Anatomy, &ec.
qcr.m,\a.wru-:. Sir kau:s. con the dth of August, of valvu!ur die-
"eage of the heart, well-known by his ’I'rcdnsn on the Natureand
Cure of. Gout, Gravel, Riicumatism, ele., cmd several cnnlnbu.
" tions to pl..rmdxc,\l med:cal hteratore.

Km’ Cmm.ms LsTox, Esqg., on,the 234 of A.ugnst of Lholeza af
- ~ter,an iliness of ahout twenty, hours.  Mr. Key had ucqmrcd
‘an extensive and deserved repatation by his folio monograph un
. Lithotomy and Hernja. Hc was also the editor of Sir Astley
. Cooper's great work on’ Huxm. At the time of his death he
. was _Senior. Surgeon to Guy’s Hes; i, and, in_conjunction
‘with ‘the late Mr. Moro-an, atone tir . was Professor of Sur.
gery The Landan ‘Medical” Gazelle, in spcakmn of his dealh

1the Jontreal Gazelte, in which the

very truly says, “ his untimely loss wi il be deeply lamented not
only by those who ‘knew him in private life but by tne whole
profession. ”—-an Ym Journal of Medicine.'
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- MONTREAL, DECEMBER 1, 1849.
"THE COMPARATIVE COST OF MEDICAL EDUCA.

TION CONSIDERED WIrH REFERENCE TO THIS
. PROVINCE AND THE UNITED STATES.

Our attention has beer drawn to this subject i in con-
sequence of certain rewarks in two late numbers of
fees for the classes
atthe Medical Schools in this city have heen pronounced
high, unsuited to the pecuniary ability of the people,
and excessive compared with those of analogous Insti-
tutions in the United States. Now while we enmely]
exonerate the Gazette from any intention of injuring the
Schools within this city or in the Plo'.mc'e, it will be .
our duty to exhibit to him that his statement is erroneous,’
and that the necessary expenditure on the part of sty
dents is less here than in the United States, It is requi-
site to observe, that untii within the last emneen months,
the ocnnml duration of the courses in the United States
was ijteen wee
fourteen weeks,

ks, and in a few of the inferior Colleges
At the: permd specified a Committee
of the American Medical Asscciation recommended an
extension of the courses from four to six months; the
proposal was received by the Colleges in different ways
‘2ccording as interest swayed.. The principal Colleges
extended the courses by a fortnight, giving a gratuitous
series of iectures, for the period of aforsaight or three
weeks, on some special subject of medncal science;
thus making what mmht be deemed, but unfairly; a four
or five'month$ course. The minor Colleges again,'ex.
tended another fortnight, converting their féurtecn weeks
coursgs.into sixteen, The duration of: the courses here
and at King’s CoHe is six wonths,

* There is another point also to be taken into con::der-
ation, and ‘it consmtb in the more extended nature of
the education which students receive in this Provmce.
Indeed the system with us bas been’ -mmmxla.ed as much
i'as possx}ne to that of the mother "ountry, each branch
being taught by an independent lecturer ; flowing from
which there results again’ the important: consxderauon,
that each- ticketis duly acknowledyed by the UmverSI-‘
ties and- Collure> of Great Britain, {'acnhmmrr the. stu-
dent’s .purpose.should he he desirous of completan‘ his’
studies there—a privilege which would not be accordéd
if’ any lecturer taught two branches, a pract\(,e preva;
ient even in some ofthe best Umver mea of' the Repub'
lic. ‘

- o
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Again—in the United States, the period of study is
three years, two only of which require to be in attend-
ance at lectures in one of the Universities. The period
in this Province is four 5car=, all of which must be aca-’
demlc. ‘ C
There is,fléstiy, another most important cohsideration

depending upon the curriculum.
rious curricula, we find them differing so considerably
in tile nature 5 the classes or branches tanght, that we
find it difficult to reduce them to a standard for compa-

"rison.  Thus some teach in one course Phyqoloo) and
- Pathology, two very lmpomnt branches, rendering it
impossible for us to tell which receives the greater share
of attention. In the. University of Louisiana, in which
these branches are taught iu this manner, the conrses
are of only four months duration. In the University of
New York, i xn which the courses are also of four months,
with a prehmmar ¢ one of three weeks, “until the regn-
lar course beuxns,” we find Institutes of Medicine and
Materia Mednm tauzht muelhe:. With us these courses
are each of six months duration. In the University of
the State of New York, we have Materia Medica and
Medical .Turieprudenvc taught together, in a five months
course. With us the former is an independent six
months, and the latter a three months course. 1In the
" Philadelphia College of Medxune we have the Insti-
 tutes of Med:cme and Medical ' Jurisprudence delivered
in one course. These variations render comparison
difficult; we may, however, take as our guide the curri-
culum required by a few of the first schools in the Uni-
ted States, so estimated from their reputation, and
their annual number of graduates; we mean those of
Philadelphia. “The Schools of New York are emphati-
cally their rivals in every respect, but we select Phila-
delphia. There are scven lecturers, and the branches
taught are the following :—1. Institutes of Medicine,
&e.; 2. Materia Medica and General 'Tl:erapcuticSQ
3. General, Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy ; 4. Prac-'
, tice of Medicine; 5. Surgery; 6. Obstetrics, &ec.; 7.

Chemistry—with Practical Anatomy and Clinical In- ‘
In many of the Colleges Practical Anammy'

- struction.
is not imperative, nor is-Clinical Instruction ; many of
~ the Colleges merely recommend the former.  Of the first

~ seven of the above branches of cducatnon, two courses: Jeflerson Med. Culloge,

Of each are. reqmred o ‘ x

- At MGill Co‘leue mem are eleven’ lcc‘urera, ex-

* clusive of the Demonbtmtor of Practical Anatomy,——and
" the courses en30med are the following :—1 Anntomw
and Physiology ; (,Ixemnstu 3 Theory and Pmctl(e
: ofMedlcme; & Obstemcs &eo; D Surgery; 8 Materia
Medica and Pharmacy; 7 Clinical Medicine; 8 Clini-'

Examining the va-

cal Surgery; 9 Practical Anatomy—of these, all are de-
livered in full six months courses, except Clinical Me-
dicine and Clinical Surgery, the courses of which are
three months ; 10 Institutes of Medicine; 11 Forensic
Medicine; 12 Botany—of these last, the Institutes is a
six months course, the two latter, three months courses;
and, besides this, twelve months of hospital attendance.
Of these branches, the Umver»xtv demands two full cour-
ses of each of the ﬁM nine, and one of each of the
remaining 1hree,—the cumculum to be completed in
the period of four years. ‘ '
The revuhtxons of ngs Co}leﬂe, Toronto, for its
honors in ’\Iedxcme are unlike those of any other Uni-
versity on this Con'ment, with which we are chuamted
Like the Universities of Cambridge, Oxford, and Trnnty
College, Dublin, the student must graduate i in arts, hefore
he can graduate in medicine; but the merely medical
fees do not exceed thase of M<Gill College ;- and its medi-
cal curriculum is not dissimilar, though not so extensive,
After these remarks, and in connection with them,
we come to the question of fees, as indicative ‘of com.
parative cost; and will give, in tabular form, statistics
of the American Colleges, referring to the duration’ of
their courses, the average cost of fickets, the nomber of
lecturers, and the total cost of graduation, derived from
the circulars of the respective Coileges lying before us.

Duration } Number; Average | Total ex.
Medical School. - of of Lee § cost of | pense of
Course. | turers, | Tickel, jeradoation
MedicalSchool of Maine! 3 muo’s 5 813 8174
Berkshire Medieal In.
stitnie 33 — 6 8% 1928,
Vermont Med. College 14 — 7 73 124
Casticton Med. Col. Vet 4 — "7 T 129
Harvird University 4 - 7 113 194
Yaie College 4 - 6 l”r"y 167
Uuniversity of Now York| 4 — 6 19 255
Albuny Med. College |4 — 8 23 170
Geneva College .+ 4 - | ¢ 103 . { 0 130
Univarsity of Buffalo |4 — 7 . B3 155 .
¥ of Marylundi 4 —~ ‘6 15, - 220
Washington University| 4  — 6 15 | 220
Med. College Geogin [ 4 — 7 " 162 .25
Urm-orul) of Louwsiana { 4° =~ 7 15 0 260
» Transylvanial 4 — 7. 15 1. 255
« Lovisville 4 — 7 15 . 255.
“ Ohio * B e .8 13 . 258
Memphis (,ollegc Ten- .
nessee 4 - 7 15 240
Hawpden Sydney, Col. I : o
Virginia ~ 6- 13 | 2
{ 'Philadelphia, — i 15 255
gUnwrrnm of Penn. 5 — 7 15 265
©w T Stateof NY|5 — 7 23:} 231
M'Gill College 6 — 11 257,

If now we take the “v*mvre cost of vraduatuon amonm
the foregoing American Colleges, and there are only
ahout emht or ten more, we will find it (o be about
8210 and as the large majority of the f,mencnn Col-
Ieges nge cuurses ol' fous months durahon, a few below,
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“and a few above, that period of time, we will not err in

assuming that period for the average also.. I, then, we
add to the $210,:a sum proportionate to the additional
" two months instruction which stadents receive at M<Gill
~ College, and the other Medical Schools of this Pro-
vince, we will ﬁnd the expenszes at theae latter
wn=xderab]v lower than those of any similar Tnstitu-
ions in the United States. But there is another ad-
vantage in favor of our own Provincial Tostitutions and
Schools of Medicine, that this greater extension of time,
and (1{'\\' may use the expression) subdivision of lubor,
neceasarllv causes a minuler instruction in the various
branches ; and although we desire. not to institute any
invidious comparison, yet the conclusion may he war-
ranted, that if minute instruction should yield greater
proﬁmency, the presumption is in favor of the greater
proﬁcleucy of students educated at schools whele the

minutiz are rigidly attended to; and the prachce of ﬂene- ‘

ra]umg less,
Thereis anothe\' argument in favor of our own Schools.
th us the amount required, $257, is scatlered over a

(penod. of four years, causing an average expenditure of

K]
-

‘but %641 ; whereas the average amount of graduation
in the United States, $210, is to be borue in two years,
apportlomnc to each year an ouilay of $105.

We will not do the Gazette (how well socver it may
be conversant ‘¢ with the cost of medical education here
or elsewhere”) the injustice of supposing that he desired
to compare MeGill College with any of the Barder Col-
leges of the United States. We assume that he did
not, -although we ‘have, in our ca{culanons, taken these

‘ very Colleges_into consideration in ohtaining our avera-

ges. But instituting the comparison with Colleges of
‘a status similar to that of M- Gill College, such as the
Schools of Philadelphia and New-York, the cost of me.
dical education is immeasurably c%xeaperhere than there,
as the Gazetfe may percewo, by assimilating the courses
in respect to duration, and appnrucmng the rate of fees
therewn

Quac/cerym Quebec.—-'l he followmo dmlce morceau
" bas ‘been lately hzmded 1o us, cut from the advmtxsmg
columns of the’ C’anaa’zen newspa per pubh~hed in Que—
bec T—

‘o sm:nrrs A’\TXCHOLBRIQUES. o
Duns un temps olt Pinvasion du choléra n'est n‘uiheureusv'ncm
que trop 3 craindre, chacun doit prendre les préeautions suggérées
par la science.et ' justifies par I'expérience pour se pr(server de
l’épldémle que approche & grands pas. Outre les moyens hygié-
‘niques recommandes, il y & un préservatif qu'nne longue expbri-
‘ence a démontr6-dtre stir et certain pour se garantir non-seule.
ment du cholCm, m:us de ‘tous fizvres putru}es et’ Gpidémiqurs,
‘On'le trouve chezle Dr. Seguin, r¢sidant a $t.' Roch, rue ‘de ln.
.Couronne, au pxed de la cote.. Il consiste en deux sachets remplis
. dume composition de médicaments dont ce médecin a fait lui-

méme Pexpérience dans les années 1832 et 34, ot il 2 €16 con.
stamment occupé prés des cholériques, jour et nuit, sans éprouver
la moindre indisposiijon. J.a personne qui porte ces sachets peut
sans crainte visiter les malades attaqués d’épidémie, les hopitaux,
les navires, ete., ete. Ils sont de cowposition différente et doi-
vent se porter sur la peau, Pun sur la poitrine et P’autre au milieu
du dos.  lls se vendent 3s. les deux, argent compmn.

Québec, 2 juillet, 1849.

Which hunv translated runs in tlua wise :—
ANTICHOLERA BAGS.

Ata Ume 'when there 1s too much reason to fear the invasion
of cholera, every one shoud avail himself of the precantions
suggested by science and justified by experience, to preserve him-
self in the epidemic so rapidly ﬁpprmchh;__, Thete is a preser.
vative which long experience has shown to be sure and certain,
in securing indemnity not onh frome cholera, but from all putrid
and epldem'c fevers. Jtmay be obtamed from Dr. Segnin, resid-
ing in Crown Street, St. Roch’ Suburbs, at the foot of the hill.
It consists of Lwo bags, filled with a composition of medicines of
which this physician has himself had experience, during the years
1832 and 1834, when he was constantly accupied, night and day,
near cholern patients, without sustzimng the sh"hleal indisposi-
tion. The person who earrics these bags may, without fear, visit
ratients attucked with the epidemie, the hespitals. the shipping,
& They are of different compositions, and shoc!d be worn on
the. skin, the onc on the breast, the other on the middle of the
back. Price 5s. a-pair, cash.

Since our editorial carcer commenc ed we have, on
severat occasions, been called upon to animadvert in
strong terms, on different varieties of. quackery existing
in this country, and to expose them. We have met
with nons which can’ in any degree’ compare with the
foregoing, and we only regret that the affair was not
brought under our notice during the prevalence of the
epidemic in Quebec, that the charlatanic practice might
have been denounced at that period, its most, fitting
ocgasion. + The days of Amulets and Charms we thought
had passed away, unless perc Imnce the practice Jingered
among the ¢ medicine mén ?’ of our Indian tribes, or
the Ju-Jus of Western Alrua. One thing is certain,

that their external use gave way to. their internal,

and that the latter method was found not oue whit
more efficacious in preventing ¢ the supervention of
putrid and epidemic fevers.”” The imposition upon the
credulity of the people of Quebcc is of the most glaring
description, and while we cannot doubt that many,

whose apprehensions were excited, have fallen into the,
trap so artlully laid, Dr. Seguin must know that while
filling his pockets in this uuworthy manner, he has se-
cured for himself the scoin of a - Profession, - which
discountenances charlatanism of every description, and,
deals not at the preeent day in mysixcmm of any sort,

We wonder if Dr. Seguin cured his cholera patients b)
incantations when they were attacked 5 , and if the pow:

ers of his amulets would not have been augmemed in pro-
portion to the number wora ; or, in other words, il one,
pair cau~e<1 assurance, would not two putr. /mvc made
assurance doubly sure. We suspect his qua clrery did
not go to this extent, as it would have proved an uner-
ring exy:. *é of the |mposmon.
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‘3’12 Lectureship Appointments.~—In DMGill College, Dr.
MacDonnell, Lecturer on Institutes of Medicine, has
heen transferred to the chair of Clinical Medicine—Dr.
Fraser fills Dr. MacDonnell’s vacated chair; and Dr.
Badgley has been appointed to the chair of Forensic

° Medicine, vacated by Dr. Fraser. ‘

In the Montreal School of Medicine, Dr. Trudel sup.
plies the vacancy caused by the retirement of Dr. Suther-
land, as lecturer on Chemistry 5 Dr. Trestler that of Dr.

- Arnoldi, lecturer on Midwifery ; and Dr. Beaubien that
of Dr. Badgley, lecturer on Medicine, who resigned.

. In the Quebec School of Medicine, Dr, Jackson has
been appointed lecturer on Chemistry, in place of —
Aubin, Esq.; and Dr. Rowand, appointed lecturer on
Clinical Surgery. o o

In the Toronto School, of Medicine, Dr. G. Russel,
has been appointed lecturer on Chemistry, in place of
Mr. Hurlbut . ‘

7 Medical Jurisprudence.—~The delivery of a course of
lectures on  this important branch, by Dr. Badgley, in
. town, is now taking place in the rooms over: the Me-
chanics’ Institute. 1t could scarcely be expected that
lawyers, and students of law, could attend these lectures
" when they were delivered at M'Gill College ; now that
. this objection is removed, we cannot comprehend why
the opportunity should be neglected.  We have heard

such gross ignorance displayed by members of the bar

in this city, in ‘conducﬁr\:g criminal cases, that, if some’
excuse might have been offercd hitherto for their igno-
rance, certainly none can be urged now, when the op-
portunity for acquiring a knowledge of this department is
so conveniently offered.  The happy manner in which
the lecturer treats his subjects, imparts an interest,
which should secure a full audiznce. ‘ o

Small Pox at St. Regis.—We have béen informed
that at the Indian village of this name, opposite Corn.
wall, the inhabitants are suffering dreadfully under smail
pox—-an immense number of cases having already occur-
red, anu, in numerous instances, proving fatal. Interments
at the rate of eight or ten per diem have taken place.
Some n:edical gentlemen from Cornwall volunteered
their services to vaccinate the Indians yet remaining
unscathed, but the offer was declined in consequence
of the representations of a schoolmaster, who has
contrived to imbue them with his own silly prejudices.
The whole affair is one demanding the’ interference of
the Government .in ‘some shape or way, for relieving
present, or preventing future, distress. )

~ Dre. T\ Macklin, Chippewn ; W. Mucpherson, Seneca; S.'J.
Stratford, Woodstock; G. Soutkwick, 8t. Thomas; and B. R.
Church, Merrickville, are informed that puarcels of the British
and Foreign Medico~Chirurgical Review, from New. York, lie
at this Ufiice, and cannot be seut by post. .

MONTHLY METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER AT MONTREAL FOR OCTOBER, 1849.
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‘Further explanatory notes will be found at the foot of all the Registers for 1845, and 1846, ) S, L L Lo ) . m\
- Magnetic Disturbances on 30th, from 16h to 18h, Gott. M, T, Range of Declination, 19,2, . ~ - S o - . B -




'BRITISH AMERI

UNIVERSI

THE ENSUING WINTER COURS
‘ Sth, and will be cuntinued, uninterruptedly, with the exception uf
 Session of Six Months. ' : i

Midwifery and Diseases of Women and Childre
Materia Medica and Pharmacy,
Institutes of Medicine, -
Principles and Practice of Surgery,
Anatomy, (Descriptive), -
Theory and Practice of Medicine,
Forensic Medicine, -
Chemistry, - -
Clinical Medicine and Sur,
Practical Anatomy, .

Curator of Museum,

Montreal General Hospital

n,.

gery, -

ERICAN

JOURNAL

FOR OCTOBER, 1849.

TY OF M<GILL COLLEGE. )
' FACULTY OF MEDICINE. :

B, oF LECTURES, in the Facuity of Medicine, will commence.on Mon

day, November

f the Christmas vacation, till the last week in April, forming a

by M. M¢Culloch; M. D.; 8, a.m.
“ A. Hall, M. D.; 9, aar. '
“ R. L. Macdonnell, M. D.; 10, a.n.
% G. W, Canmipbell; M. D.; 11, am.
“ O. T. Bruneau, M. Dv; 2, pM. .
« A. F. Holmes, M.D.; 3, »m.
¢ Wm. Fraser, M. D.: 4, p.M.
* Wm. Sutherland, M. D. ; 7, r.u.
.40 J. Crawford, M. D. ; 1, p.a1.
. - W.E. Scott, M. D.
G. E. Fenwick, M. D."

, visited daily at Noon.

Unriversity Lying-in Hospital open to the Students of the Midwifery Class.

In each of the Courses above specified, five lectures per week are given,
and in the latter three only, during the week, are given.

ustrate their respective subjects, by the aid of preparations, plates, apparatus, specimens, ete. etc. ..

Medical Jurisprudence, in the former of which two,
the different departments, will ill
The Medical Library, w

matriculated students, without charge, under the necessary regulations,

The Demonstrator of Anatomy will be daily in the Dissecting Rooms to o L .
g recognized by the Universitics and Colleges of Great Britain, students who

N. B.—The tickets of this University bein
purpose completing their professional education in

the mother count;
Courees, .

hich is furnished not only with books of reference,

except' in the Courses of Clinical Médicine, and of
The Lectarers in

but the usual elementary works, will be open to

Access to the Museum will be allowed at certain hours.—

versee and Direct the students. ‘
ry, will obtain ‘an important advantage by having attended its

. EXTRACTS OF

STATUTES, &c.

()f Medical Faculty, M*Giil College, as‘r’c'vised and sanctioned 6y Her Maj’eSty, 1849.*

'CHAPTER 1.

the Teachers of the
' portment.

Ist. The Teachers of the Medical de
-consist of Professors and Lecturers. .. ) N
‘2nd. Each Teacher shall deliver at least five Lectures'
during the week, except in the Class of Clinical Medi-
“cine and Surgery. ‘ '

3rd. Each Lecture shall be of one hour’s duration.

Of the Duties of - Medical De-

partment shall

his class, an examination, at least, once a week, and
each examination shall be considered a Lecture. .

- 5th. A roll of the names of the Students attending
each_class shall, from time to time, be called by each
Teacher, and those who do not answer to their. names
shall not be entitled to a certificate of attendance at the-
termination of ‘the course, exvept in cases where a
satisfactory reason can be given for such absence.:

6th. All tickets which have not a certificate of regu-

dth. Each Teacher shall give to the pupils attending

lar attendance attached to them, shall be rejected by

. ™ Nore.—Students who have commenced their studies before

this date will he governed by the previously existing Statutes.



Supplement.

the Secretary, when presented as tesumomals prepara-
tory to examination for the degrees. .

Tth. The fee for each class shall be three pounds,
'Halifax currency ; except for the Anatomical and Che-
mical classes, for each of which the fee shall be three
pounds fifteen shillings, of the same currency ; and
for the classes of Clinical Medicine and Surgery, of
- Forensic Medicine, and of Botany. for each of which
the fee shall be two pounds ten shillings.

8th. Any Student, after having pald the fees and
. attended two courses of any branch, shall be entitled to
a perpetual ticket for that class.

9th. The winter courses shall be of six months dura-
tion, except that of Forensic' Medicine.

10th. The summer courses shall be of three months’
duration.

11th. Each Teacher shall within one month after

the closing of the classes, dther to the Secretary of'
" the Faculty, a list of the names of the Students who
have attended his class.
. 12th. The winter courses. shail commence on the
first Monday of November, and the summer classes on
the second Monday of May.
¥

CHAPTER I

Of the Studies and Qualifications of Students and
Candidates for tlze Jledzcal Degree conferred by
. this Unzuersity.

1st. The Medical Degree granted by this University
shall be that of Doctor of Medicine and Surgery.

2ndr All Students desirous of attending the IMedical
Lectures at this University, shall enroll their names and
residences in a book kept by the Registrar for that pur-
pose, and procure from him at the same time, a ticket
of matriculation, for whlch each Student shall pay a fee
of ten shillings.

3rd. The Book for enrolling the matriculations for
each Se«smn, shall be closed on the 23rd of Deceémber
of each year, after which date no tickets can be obtamed
from any of the Teachers..

4th. No one shall be admitted to the degree ol' Doc-
tor of Medicine and Surgery, who shall not.have studied
- Medicine and Surgery for the period of at least four

years, either in this University or some other University, |-

- College, or. School of Medicine, approved of by this
University."

" 5th. No one shall’ be admitted to the exammahon tor

" 'the degree who shall not have furnished testimonials of

attendance on the following branches of Medical Educa-
“tion, and in ‘the manner followmg, viz.:

: Anatomy and Physxolugy, D
. Ghemlstry, ‘
- “Theory and Practice of Medicine,
Midwifery and Discases of Women
" '+ and Children,
' Principlesand Practice of Surgery,
Materia Medica and Pharmacy. ‘
Clinical Medicine, L o § . )
Clinical Surgery, ™ =~ - IR
Pract lcal Anatomy', '
Tnstitutés of Medicine,
Forensic Medicine, -
Botany, .

O each of which two courses
r ~ will be required. .

v

zOf each of whlch one course
. S ‘ will be requlrcd

6th. The person presenting hlmse]f must also gwe
proof by ticket, of having attended during one year, the
practice of  the Montreal General Hospital, or some
other Hospital having beds for at least fony patients.

7th. Moreover, no one shall receive the' Medical
degree conferred by this University, who shall not have
pursued his studies in it during at least one session.

8th. Every. candidate for the degrec must, before his
examination be entered into, give proof of competent
classical attamme))ts

9th. Every candidate for the deoree must, on or be- .
fore the 24th day of March, preseat to the Secretary of

.the Medical Faculty, testimonials of his qualifications

entitling him to an examination, and also an inaugural
d:csertatxon, written by himself, on some subject con-
nected with DMedical or Surrrw'll science, either in the
Latin, English or French hnvuauc. He must, at the
same time, deliver to the Secretaw of the Faculty, the
following certificate :— ‘

.Mo7zt7eal .Mizrc/z 18. ‘

v I, the una’erszrmed being desirous of obtuining the
degree of Doctor of Medicine and Surgery, do hereby
declare that I have atlained the age of twenty y-one years,
(or if the case be otherwise i—that I shall have atiained
the age of twenty-one years before the next graduation.
day) “and that T am not (or, shall ot be at that time,)
under articles as a pupil or apprentice o any Physi.
cian, Surgeon or Apothecary.

(Signed,) A. B.
10th. The trials to be undergone by the candldate,
to be :— . .

1. An e\ammatwn into his classical qualxﬁcmona,
and if these be found satisfactory—

2. Ageneral examination’ on all, the branches of
Medical and Surgical science, which examination shall
not be of less duration than one hour, unless it be ascer-
tamed that the candidate is quite unplepared ; in whlch
case the examination may be closed.

. The pubhc defence of his inaugural dlasertatlon at
or w:thm seven days before the graduation.
12th. The fee for the degree of Doctor in Medicine
and Surgery, shall be five pounds, Halifax currency, to
be paid by the successful candidate, defore the Jay of
graduation, to the Registrar, together with a fee of five
shillings for entering the same into a register kept by
hxm for lhat purpose. .
*1 ! L . . - L T e
- —_—

"N LB.;Tlxe Curriculum of St‘udy‘re‘d_di‘red,byfthe Act

of Parliament incorporating the College of Physicians

and Surgeons of Lower Canada—and constituting it the

Examining and Licensing Board—is- substantially the

same as that” required by the Statutes of MeGill. Col»

| lege,



THE ANATONY, PHYSIOLOBY, AND PATHOLOGY BF THE BYE
BY HENRY HOWARD, M.R.C.S.L,

sur"eoa to the Monuc.t‘r{ Eve and Ear }nsum..twn. R

{ HE SUBSCRIPTIO\' LIST to the above work is still open; and Members of the Profession desirous
of subscribing to the same, are requested to furnish their names without delay. The work will be
put to press as soon as one hundred subscribers are obtained, thirty-five being now on the list, to whom the
price will be $4—and to non- subacubers 85. : ‘
Montreal, Su.ptember 2;), 184.9.

‘!

SEHML oF EIEBTSEEE AND ‘MRSEEY

HE LECY URES at the SCHOOL will commenee on Mo.nia_v,, the 1st of Nuvember, and will be continued
till the last day of April, 1850. During the Session, Lectures or: the following Departments of Medical Edu-
aation will be delivered, viz :— ‘ L L

Anatomy, ‘ o ' Practice of Medicine, -
Chemistry, + ‘ ! Midwifery,
Materia Medica, I o " Institutes of Medicine,
: Surgery, ‘ S -Medical Jurisprudence.
The Lectures are given in the French Language. A L. BOYER, M.D.,
Montreal, October 1, 1849, o Secretary.,

MASSAGHUSLTTS MEDICAI UOLLEG‘E

HE MEDICAL LECT[TRES of HARVARD UNTVERSITY will commence at the. MASSACHUbETTS
' MEDICAL COLLEGE in BOSTON, on the first WhDNhSDAY in NOVEMBER.

Obstetrics and Medical Junspmdence by . WaLTER CEANNING, M D.
Materia Medica and Clinicai Medicine by Jaces Brcerow, M.D.

- Theory and Practice of Medicine by ‘ Joux Waug, M.D.
Chemistry by ' Joux W, Wesster, M.D.
Pathological Amtom) by : | Joux B.'S. IACKSON M.D.
Anatomy and Physiology by - “ - Oriver W. Homx}:s, M.D.
Principles and Operations of Surner) by o Hexry J. Bicerow, M.D.

Chmcal lectures at the Hospital three times a week by the profeaﬂors of Clinical Medicine and of Surgery
Surgical operations are very numerous. The safe and effectual practice of ethenzdnon is taught in this School.
Practical Anatomy is amply provided for by new and liberal arrangements.

Fees for the whole Course, $80 l\Iartlcu]auon, $3. ‘Dissecting Ticket, $5. Gradu.n on, 820, Hospxtal ,
ad Library gratuitous. ‘

*A descriptive pamphlet may be had hy applxcauon, post paid, to Davxd Clapp, Prmter, corner of Washmgton
and Fran klin «treets, Boston. ‘

July 44 184:9 <~

TORONTO SCHOOL OF MEDICIP\E

HE next session will commence on the LAST MONDAY in OCTOBER and termmale on the LAST ‘
I MONDAY in APRIL ; under the following Leclurea ' ‘

On Anatomy and Physiology ‘ ' Dr. RoLpix. |
' Midwifery and Diseases of Women and Children . +Dr. Wonx:\u.\.
* - Principles and Practice of Surgery =~ " - - Dr.Parr.;
+ Theury and Practice of Medicine - LT Dr MoRRIsON. -
Practical Anatomy o ‘ Dr. AxeN, K
Materia Medica and zherapeutxcs BT .+ Dr. LANGSTAFF. . ;
Chemistry ) Mr. HurLBURT, A.M. *

" This school is recognised by the Facultv of Medlcx.xe of the Um\ersxty of McGill College, Montrenl, and -
quallﬁes for graduation, in accordance with 1ta mles. - ) o
* Toronto, July 16, 1849.



Advertisements, .

GENUINE COD LIVER O{L

GLEUM JECORIS ASELLL & ‘

HE SUBSCRIBERS have just received a supply

of their Genuine Cod Liver Oil, which the Pro-

fession can depend upon for purity. It will be found

to stanid.any test.  Its efficacy .in Consumption and

Scrofula, both in England and on the Continent, have
hecn clearly proved.

S. J. L. & Co., have both the Wiite Clarified and |,

the Red Oil. ' 'The former is 7s 6d, the latter 5s, per
-Bottle.  Orders from the country carefully attended

to.
S. J. LYMAN & C‘o.,
C'/zemzsts, Place DAr mes. J&Iont: eul.
Momreal Dec. 1, 1849.

HE Subscribers have their usual assortment of gen-
'uine Drugs and Chemicals, which they offer low for
cash, or approved credlt ‘
: WM. LYMAN & CO.,.
194 & 196, St. Paul Street, Montreal.

COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS
OF LOWER CANADA.

HE BY-LAWS of the COLLEGE lhaving received
‘ the sanction of the Executive, its BOOKS are
NOW OPDN for the REGiSTRATIO’\T of MEM-
BERS.

Itis requned of <u(.h as deaxre to register, that thcv
forward to ‘the nnderalgned (post-paid) their name,
legibly written in full; their age, birthplace, date of
Provincial License, and the College Fee, viz., Fen
Dollara in current money of this city.

Al such assigried the’ Petition to ‘the Legislature for
the Act of Incorporation, are cntited to Register forth-
with, pronded that at the time of their signing the)
were in. possession of a Provincial License to practice
Medicine, &e., &c.; and in virtue of the Bv~Law which

refers to Menibership, the Books -of the’ Col!f*gc shall |,

be kept open daring a permd of Six Months from" the
" time of 'the passing of the said”By-Laws, viz,, the

Teutln day .of Oclober, 1348, for the. Regmrauon of .

" every Member of the Profession who desires go fo do,
- provided such Member has been in possession of a
Provincial License to pmcme Medu.me, &e., &c.,
Four Years at'thie time of (lis passing of the Aét 6f
" Incorporation, viz; 27th July, 18470 -

FR&NCIS C T. ARNOLDI M. D ‘

- Rogxstmr & Tzeamrex, :

‘ Coll. Ph. & Surg, L.C.
58, CanG Srm:m‘ .

'\Iontreal 1st Dec.,: 1848

" MEDICO- CHIRURGIC AL SOCIETY.
VHE next ‘\/Ionthly ’V’eetmg of this Society will be
held ,at the” Roome of the Mechanies” Institute,
on Saturda\}rA I‘ vcmng Dec. 15 at 8'd'clock pm.
- GEOLGE D. Gps, M.D.,
Montreal Dec. 1, 1849, ‘

‘pmlnerslnp or xn(.cpendmt practice. .

'of t‘nrl) years of age or upwqu:, \\ou‘d I)e plelcfre

.. |quested.

‘ Secretary ‘

TO MEDICAL STUDENTS.

N MONDAY 5th NOVEMBER, a series of EVEN-
ING LECTURES and EXAMINATIONS will Lg
commenced on the different branches of Medicy
Science, for the instruction of Students about to presen
themselves be.ore the Medical Baarda of the Pro.
vince,

They will be illustrated hy dl‘ﬂ.\\'l!l“‘a, models and
preparations, together with the use of ‘the microscope,
and every t"'xmhty wiil be afforded towards the acqmsx
tion of the rcqms:tc kaowledge.

Tor Term:, and other information a pply to .
‘ G D GIBB M. D L.R.CS.L
- 48 Cr'urr Street,
. Or -
GEOC. E. FENWICK. M.D."
Corner of Craig & Coté Streets.
October I, 1849. ‘ o

URQUHART'S :
FLUID EXTRACT OF JAMAICA SARSAPARILLA
YHE Subscriber begs lcave to submit to the Mediczi
Profession and to the ‘public, his preparation of
Sarsaparilla which has been extensively used in their;
practice, by many of the most eminent Medical Gen-
tlemen in the City, and with the most beneficial results,
as the following testimonials, with which he has bccn
very politely favoxcd, will satisfactorily show.

For sale only at the Medical Hall, Great St.- James

Stxeet
- ALEX. UROUHA%
{\uguat 2.

PARLB?ERSH&P WAN’I‘BB

'\iFDI(, AL GENTLE MAN, rcsx.]mrr in the D
' trict of..St. Francis,. beuw compelled from i
health, to relinquish;, for about a couple of ycars, hi
pmcucc—wnll treat on the most favorable: terms, wit
any. gentleman. desirous. of zssuming his duties. for tha ;
period, with the subsequont contingency of continue
The income i
averaged between £400" and £500 per annum, ¢
wh:ch three-fourths will appertain to the party.wh
enters mm the cnnagement A-marrigd mau, or

‘ Every information may be obtamed by apphcatm
to the, hditor of this Journal, .

As tho Medical rreutlelmm wnahes to leave i Janu
ary, and is deslmus of” mtroducmfr his partuer to his
practice, an applxcalmn as eally as possible. is re

Montraa! October ‘28, 1849



