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UNIVERSITY or MGILL COLLEGE
FACULTY OF MEDICINE.

f HE ENSUING WINTER COURSE. OF LECTURES, in the Faeulty of Medicine, will commenee on Mund.xy I\uvembcr
6th, and will be continued, unmlerruptcdly w;lh Hu. Ncuphon of the Chmlmas vacation, llll the last week. in Anrll forming a

‘ Scesnon ‘of Six Months.-

‘Theory and Practico of '\Iulxcme,
Principles and Practice of Surgery,”
Chemistry, -

Midwifery and steascsof Women aml Clnldren, - "

Anatomy (General and Descriptive), -
Matesia Medica and Pharmacy,
Clinical Medicine and Surgery,
Institutes of Medicine, (I’lx)qmlorrv, &el), -

- Forensic Medicine, -
,Pmclnca] Ah.ztomy, - . -

. Curator of T '\Iu~cum,

- =

. Montreal (‘eneml Hospu‘ul vmlcd rlaal_z/ “at Noon.

y ALK Uuhms, M. D

“ G W, Campbell, M.},
¢ A Iall, MiD.
M. Mcbulloch, M.D.

< 0. 7. Bruneau, M. D. -

IS

“ 8. C. Sewell, M D. '
. « J. Crawford, M.D. *
. & RULL Nacdonne]l. M.

* Wm. Frager, M.D.

“W, E. Scott, M.D.

“ m. Wright, M. D .

‘ Unwe)s:ty Lymrr.m Hospital open to the Sludents of the dew:fe:y Class.
In ench of the Courses above spcclﬁcd five lectures per week are crwcn, cxeept in the Coures of Clinical ’\Ic(hcmo, and uf‘

Medical Jurisprudence, in the former of which two, and in‘the latter three only, durmg the week, are given. .

The Lecturers in

tlie different departments, will illustrate their respective subjects, by the aid of preparations, plates, apparatus, pccumcns ete. ete, .

‘Che Medical Library, which 1s furnished not only with books

matriculated students, without charge, under the necessary regulations.

of refercnce, but the usual clementary works, will be open to°

Accosq to the Muscum will be allowed . .xt certain houm .

The Demonstrator of Auatomy will bc daily in the Dlssectmg Rooms to oversee and Direet the students.

N. B.—The tickets of this University being recognized by

the Universities and Colleges of Great Britain, students who

pﬁrpose complctmw their nrofcss.onal education in the mother couniry, w lll obtain an: xmparmm advantuuc by having altcndcd ns

SUMMER SESSION.

. (Jourscs.

S The Summcr Couracs will commence on the second Monday
} . Medical Jurisprudence, = .. -
Botany, « . - -

of May, 1849.

D T | 4 Dr Fmscr. ’
t* Dr. Papincau.
A. F. IOLMES, MD. & P. .

. Secretary Med. Fac..

- - . .

-SURGICAL INSTRU\IENTS

['HE Subscribers have constantly on hand a large|’
assortment of superior Surgical Instruments of the
bebl Shefﬁeld manufactune, conmtmﬂr ofi—
! . Complete Pocket Cases, of various al/LS
Eye Instruments in Cases

. Midwifery ' do'  do:
" Cupping . do . do
. Amputating do . do
. Lithotomy- do @ ' do
_ Dentist’™s do ° do
Dissecting "do * do
"Postmortem do do

Wlth every varicty of Tustruments uwally leqmred

. An additional suppl) received per: vessel:. this sea-
son., : —AND—
" Genuine D:ugs, Clieniicals and Apothecaueb Ware.
dxders from the (-oun(w wxll net,elve paruculm atten-

uun.

5. JONES LYMAN & Co,,|

Chemnists and Druggists,
le‘.c; D‘Armcs. ;

Montreal Na), l‘%b. .

WILDICO CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.
" HE next. Montbly Mceting of this Snmet; wn|| be
“held.at the Rooms of the Mechanics? Institule,
dn Satulday Lvenmg, Sept. ¢, ut 8 o'clock P
Hsm‘or’. PLL’NF‘R M.D.,

Wonmea] Sep( 1 184 Sfﬁueta/z)

COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS.

HE next MEETING of the BOARD of GOVER-.
"NORS of the COLLEGE of PHYSICIANS and’
SURGEONS of Lower Canada, for the purpose of:

| Examining Candidates for License, as well as for the

examination of those about to cnter upon the Study of

Medicine, will be’ held, in accordance with the Aet of

Incorporation, on Tugspay, the 10th day of Ocroser”

next, at 10 o’cloek a.m., at the: P.uhamwl Iouse,
Montreal. ‘

Candidates are 1equu'ed to depo;xt their Credentialy
with the- Secreta:y Cat loast ten days ‘before the '
Mee (mv ‘ )

3y Ozjdc-,r, S ‘ o ‘
" A. H.DAVID, M. D.
District S(,cnc(alv

» Montxeal, Ist Septembcx, 1848.

‘]“THEREAL SOLUTION OF (‘U\I COTTON.

Pr epuml cmd Sold at the Medical Hall Gre(zt
: -8t J'umes Street.

1S xecoml) discovered prepar'muu which lu-\

H
T ‘been used with much suceess by several Me«llcal
| Gentlemen in Town, is a most Eﬂxmuous Remedy i

|BURNS, SCALDS, RECENT WOUNDS, &e. &&.

The instant it is applu»d it loxms a coating’ similar ]
Guld Beater’ s Skin ; it is more adhesive than the Plas:
ter in ‘common use, and is perfectly clean and harmless,
ALEX. URQUHART "

Muuuewl A\l“lht ]U 1848 ‘
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X Anr. XXXIL.~OBSERVATIONS ON TIIE CLISIATE OF,

‘BARBADOES, AND I'T'S INFLU LN(,P ON DISEASE:
TOGETHER WITH REMARKS ON A"IC]"()LFU
Llllb OR BARBADOES LEG

. By J\'m:s Bu\cu M. D

“\lembcr of ihc- huval Cuih‘gc of Physlczam Londu':,-—-late

. junior Physnclan to the Barbadocs General Hospital, —junior

.‘\ Physician to the Tm'omo General DNans\.\ry and Lying-i in
blmnty ‘

‘ Bcfoxc entering on 'ho hxstory of the cases whmh
- form the basis of this communication, I may premise,

that the prejudlce existing against the performance of |-

surgical operations in Ba:bndoee is now, at least, alto-
«relher unfounded, and that as far as mrr:nds ulterior
consequences, thcy may be undertaken \ulh thc‘aame
‘ dcgrw of confidence as in hmopc :

To the British or American reader acqu'umcd \nth
the writings of the older surgeons who have recorded
 the results of their experience on the peculiarites of

the discases of the West Indies, and the eflect pro-
- duced on disease by climate, this may appear a rather
‘bold assertion, for the doetriue hitherto umvers*tlly

taught has heen that, except as the only remaining
chaucc of saviug life, operations of' every kind should
be carefully avoided. - Aud in cases of severe injury,
amputation was frequently attempted as affording a
- greater chance of escape from tetanus, from the opinion
existing that a clean wound was less likely to be fol-
~lowed b) tetanus than a'contused or punctured one,—
“that this rule applied not only to such as are consi-
~dered capital operations, but even to those of a minor
) ch'mcte:, is very evident, from the instructions on this
head given by old practitioners, and, indeed, so great
was theu aversion to the use of the kmﬁ,, and so ter-
. rible the dread of tetanus, that even injection for the cure
of hydrocele was '1lw‘1ys undertaken with extreme re-
Juctance.. - Sir Astley Cooper, in his great work on
*The Diseases of the Testis,” has puhhwhed a letter
“which ke received from Mr. Caddell, of Bath,—but
u‘immml} a Imulmw surgeon in B'trlndoo»,w-m which

Mr. Caddell states that « Tfe lost some patients fromn
_erysipelas and a few from tetanus. The latter is, | be.
heve, a danger uul\nuwn ink nﬂl'md but in Barbadoes
it occurs uﬁcn lell"‘h to m'zlxe a l.mn avoid upudlmna
of every kind as much. as possible.” " ‘I'wenty years
ago, and, pcrh.lp‘,, at a more recent period, there can
be no doubt but that the dangers consequent on surgi-
. cal operations were very gre: n, and it scems Lqu’dl),
" certain that the' fatal xc:z.hs of cases submitied to the
"knife at that pmmd were attributable to causes over

which the science of surgery exercised but little or no

o vontrol, having theit origin ol of the  peeuliayities of

climate; and, perhaps, much mﬁuenced I») (he aoual
relations of the population.

Perhaps the scientific improvements in modem ‘
surgery deserve -to be ‘credited with a portion of our.
gratitude for present immunity from 'such fatal results -
after operations; but while we admit this, and ac-
knowledge the simplicity and mummhty of modern
trewtment, it is nevertheless certain that somé of Mr.
Caddell’s comempomrtes are still actively engaged in
practice, pursuing similar methods of operaumr, but
with more cuccessf’ul rnsulta than awaited thexr ezu]y
practice.

Mosely, wrmng in \ D. 1795, =ass. "Iha\'e Iost
many patients from ' locked-jaw alter amputation, and
never found, leaving out the nerves, or whether hua.
tures were made or nol caused the slightest dlﬂ'en,nce
in the event, nor. were any security a"amst tetanus,
nor diminished the symptomatic fwcr. . He further
adds, “ Negroes who arc most subject to it, whatever
the cause may be, are void of sensibility to a surprising
degree—they are not subject -to nervous diseases—
they bear chirurgical operations better than white
people ; and whatwould be the cause of insupportable
pain to a white man, a negro would almost disregard.
I have amputated the ]err:. of many negroes who ‘have

held the upper part of the limb them%elvec. To the
truthfulness of this latter assertion, we can bear testi-
mony. ‘The negro that has, not been brought under
the influence of domesuc civilization and refinement,

-1 (if we may use the e\p1e~swn,) who has continued

the life’ of the husbandman and field-labourer, does
seem less susceptible of pain than the white man, and
it would appear that nature has given them this power’
as a bountiful prov:sion, eml)lmfr “the African to expose
himself freely to the sun’s mys, which exert no-un-
pleasant influence on his skin, while the white” suffers.
severely from a temporary exposure. But in those
I‘uropean: long vesident in'the tr opics, a darkening of
the cutis takes p]ace, which scems to be. an’ eﬂort of
nature to establish the pigment which prevents that-
severe blistering so puutul to those not accustomed to
the influence of “the sun’s rays. “There are al present
in the Island two persons wha, from constant exposuare
to the ‘sun, are as dark as the’ Demerara lndnan, and

whose skin, under cover of the clothes, is very fair :

on these, the sun now exerts as little inflaence as ‘on
the negro, and consxdembly less than on the refined
duscendmt of Africa, and in this class there seems to
be 2 diminished- sensibility also. . On the other hand,
we caunot support the, opinion advance o, of the greater
mscopublhly of the black person to tctanus, since
there are not in existence data wherewith to construct
r.xh]es sufticiently accurate to muble us.io arrive at.a



.could be obtained, they would be va]uele:

.cumstances.of life as the white. -
‘a: state of bond'\cre, was coerced to labour ‘at the wnll

Observatzons on the. Clzmate of Bm badoes.

saiisfactory conclusion ; and even admitting that ‘su‘ch
inasmuch
as the black man was not placed under 1he same cir-
The tormer, living in

ofanother, and was entirely (lopendant on the humanity
of his owner for the privilege of exercising the prompt-
ings of nature or instinct—thus, under the vicissitudes

- of weather, through sunshine and shower, he performed

his allotted task. The negro is also particularly fond

-of music and the dance, and many of them would walk

miles at night to a carousal, and. thus deprived of all

.tTest, go to their daily employment with enlcebled

bodwb, and, therefore, more susceptible of ‘dangers
arising from change of weather. Neither mom]ly nor
socxa'l.}, then, was the slave in an analogous position
with his master; therefore the only comparison which
could with any semblance: of truth be instituted, would
be between the slave and the brute:—these thler bemg
equall}, with human being gs, liable to the supervention
of tetanus after injuries or operations—a. puncture - or
bruise in the foot of the horse being very frequentl)
followed by this terrible malady.

. The surgeon, however, was not deterred from ope-

: 'atmrr ﬁ"om a fear of locked-jaw alone carrying ofl bis

pa.nents, but there were also other diseases frequently
prevailing which were. peculiarly dangerous and fatal
to those who Lad undergone surgical operahona, ViZi,
erysipelas; dysentery, dl'mhoea, ‘&ec., each of these
diseases appeared epidemically, and were often ex-
tremely fatal. It may be urged by those who advocate
the modern doctrme of a more rational humoral patho-
logy, that our present immunity; not only from secondary
dangers following operations, but also from these epi-

‘ demic scourges, ml"ht be trnced to a.change of con-

. moved f{rom the descendant of Africa.

stitution, ocmsxoned by the altered habits and modes

“of living of the late slave population ; but if this was

the only cause, our poor animals who were, as we have

nlxeady stated, also suscepm)lc of temnu:, angeoleu-

citis, &c., ourrht ‘yet to be sacrificed, since it is very
certain that Lhev have not obtamed (e\cept in a few
instances) any marked alleviation of their condition,

but have, on the contrary, been saddied with much of |

the labour and drudgery, which emaucipation has re-
That much ' is
due to an improved system of dictary, we can have no
doubt ; and as the periods for the performance of labour
are opuoml with the 'peasant,those hours are selected

_which best accord ‘with his feelings and sensations.

The labourcr, by curtailing the howrs allotied o field.

“woxk for the estate, has bpen enabled te devole a. Jpor-

‘tion of his time to the exercise of domestic habits—he
has genexally a garden plot around. Lis comfortable
‘cottage, the’ culumlnon of which-not only ocuxpmc; his

leisure hours, hut ‘enables him also to’ procure ‘many

“little homely. comforts, and to vary. his_food as hc

pleases. Under slavery, it is trae, that as a- f"&llel.il

“rule, their food was plentiful and regularly served up,
“yet the slave was obliged to receive “that " which was

' given - him,. changed . only by the market-price of llle

amcle, or at the w:ll of the owner.
- 'Nature- points out-to the ‘negro the nec eesm,' ot pne-

sernmr humo](' :mamct lhc mdemencxcc of wealher,
and to be careful of sudden alternations of heat and
cold. There is nothing that he dreads more than the'
night air, especially if there be a brilliant moon and a
cloudless sky ; for while in the noon-day at a temper.
ature of 100° l’nhrenhut, he sleeps on the bare earth,
a stone for his pillow, and his eyes upturned tq the full
glare of the sun, on the approach of night he wraps
up warmly, and shelters himself heneath an umbrella.
Metcalf obscrves, “that the Africans when removed
to the West Indies, where the maximum temperature
is from®ten to'twenty degrees lower, are unsble to
obtain (,almu, from the atmosphere by réspiration as
fast as it is abstracted by the surrounding media,
especially in the high landa, or during the prevalenre
of northerly winds, aml cw.r]} in the morning when the
air is damp. The consequence is, that under such:
circumstances they are to he found ~hxvermﬂ with cold,
hut never complain of the most intense hmt of the sun,
which' is no less delightful to their feelings than con.
ducive to their health.” This fact’ we have seen re.
peatedly exemplified by the black p'meuts in our hos.’
pital, who frequently request permission to sit in the
sun at midday, and we have as - frequently seen those,
who, from nnbll]t) o leave their wards, have been-
compelled to remain within doors, cover up even their
very heads under the bed clothes, the temperature of
the air being anything but : «rrccahlc to a whlte‘
person. , ‘

If, then, it be'true,’ th'u th'* (]GScClld‘lllta of Al‘nca
are, above the rest of maniind, dependant for their
health and; comfort on the great fountain of light and
heat, may we not derive much. gratification by l\nowxng"
th.u, besides the great moral excellence of emancipa-
tion, we have, by 'lbl‘ dging the demands made on the’
physiecal cmp'xbxlmczs of the. negro, enabled him to fol-
low the promptings of nature, which teach him to guard
against changes of weather, and to shun' the dews of
mfrhr. "Tt is now impossible to get the labourer to his.
work before sunrise—their race must he run with the
sun—and the coming shower is avmdcu wnh much
care. -

of all’ lhc sub-divisions of goueml plnlmoph){
there is none so little entitled to the name of science
as meteorology. Chemxsn), with its innumerable re-
sources, fails to discover in the lumoaphe e any de-
viations' from " its natural healthy composition. ~The
thermometer and barometer exhibit no deviations.
from the ordinary standard of temperature or wexghl
of the atmosphere, which are capable of afiording in-
{ormation as to the origin or caiise’ol many phenomena.
We. know absolutely nolhmg of the ln\' awhich con-
trol or regulate epidemic visitations, nor ean, we at all
discover those which seem to regulate and govérn
revolutions—if we may employ thn lerni—in ‘the cll
mate of diflerent countries.

“Tu some instances  these changes are, qnlent 'md per«
fectly incognizable to our eyc or l(,elmrrs, manifesting
themw]ves only by a general. xmplovomcmm the salun.
tary state of the (‘oumu), either in'a greater mildness
of the ordinary discases of the place, or by the abso-
lute anuihilation of others whizh were previously en-



“demic—as an instance we may l'\l\c trismus nascen -
‘tium, a diseasc of very common occurrence with us—
yety although from this. \cry fact, greater caution was
uscd and more care taken of infunts (particularly those
“'of the labouring class) than at present, the malady is
now. scarcely know n; again, 'urucullurc exerts oftcn-
“times a palpable change on the hmllhfulncas ofa pl'u‘e,
yet we cannol a%wn lhl\ as a cause' operative in our
case, since cultwatxon bas Leen carried to cvery rood
of land for years past, and but little opportunity aﬂond—

went, and atlcndul hy a disposition to pass into true -
typhus. During another period; the tongue is in gene-
ral loaded with a thick white or ycllownah fur, and
many other symptoms of derangement in the digestive
organs, such. as bitter taste, (:Oauven §s, or dnarrhcm.
are constantly observed. ‘
During a third period, dlscases are clnr'tctenscd by
a remarkable degree of vascular excitement, an evi-
dent tendency to local detcrmimtiox., a frequent forma-

eil to accumulations of decaynw maticr.-, tham our
freedom from insect life may in- some wav ex pl.mx the
change—but of this hcrcaﬁer . ‘

“ We certainly perceive,’ > abserves Dr Chownc, in
au oration hefore the Medical Society,  without re-
verting to proofs which geology might supply, that in
the progress of ages and of conturics the temperature
of other climates and our own have ‘undergone consi-

tion of morbid productions, in' a word, by zui the s) mp-
toms of inflammation.

It is not known whether lhc transition from one of
these’ periodic constitutions to another takes place sud-
denly or gradually, but the latter supposition appears
more probable, except ‘when tke transition is accom-
panied by unusually great atmospheric changes. :

The erys :pehlou: affection which, both in England
and Gerinany, succeeded the gastric, and '1ccompamed‘

derable change, as is evinced by the ﬁrmerly frozen
state of the Mediterranean (1775) along its shores to,

the distance of fifty leagues, ac«,ozdmrr to Glycus; m!

the Adriatic having. been frozen in thc time of' thc
Romans, in the cons('lnﬂy frozen state of the. Rhine
~and the” Panube, and other rivers of Gaul and Ger-
‘ m'm}, dunn'r the winter, mo.l\nm it necessary. to cover
the ice with straw to render the | passage over them se-
cure, accoxdmrrto Diodorus Scculn ;in the ﬁee/mrr of]
the Euxine, accordmrr to Ovid; in lhc breaking of the
ice of theTiber, in ordc‘r {o obtain water for the cele-
bration of supcrslllmus rites, as alluded to by Juv cnal
in the instructions for protecting the cattle from the in-
clemencies of an Ttalian winter, as given by Virgil ; in
the earlier period of oui own former lnuvcste, .md in (lw
unclothed state of our early inhabitants, as recorde d
by Cigsar; in the growth of large luxuriant wood on
" onr highest hills, in situations whcw, from the degree
of culd which'at present prevails, lhcy would not grow,
. as commented on by Kirwan ; in the Lu%x "mwlh
ofour black cattle, as recorded hy Roliertson 3 2 'md inthe

. numerous other ¢ examples furnished by the animal,vege-!

table and mineral kingdoms of this and other countr os:?
The same obsm\'ulmnq .1pp]v with equal foree to dis-
-eases, whicl’ undm"o variations in their’ constitutinn
no less r(‘nmnk'ﬂ)le, rendering their treatment at dif-
ferent (‘pm‘hs entirely, oppo,uc, dunmndnxr- the uhnmt
vigilance and study on the part of the pll)slcmn. Dr.ys
(11‘!1\'(‘5, in his invaluable work, “ Clinical Medicine,”
- gives a translation of Professor Autenreith’s observa-
tions on 1this sulucct, which are so very excellent and
applicable to our ‘present purpose, that no apology is
~. needed I'or‘thcu' introduction,—* All discases' conta.
. gious and non-contagious, ncutc and chronic (the latter,
however seldom, except when attended with some de-
‘gree of gc.nclal -excitement) have been ohserved to
_.preserve a certain ‘constituéion or gencral character
which continues for a number of years in succession,
with occasional mlcuuptlom, until it iy dlcplacvd by
another constitution of a different character. .,
during one period diseases are rcmarl\ablc for being
ﬁcquently accompanied by a sensation of extreme
" weakness, uddcn sinking of the strength and vital

Thus,|

the first o '1ppe'1r'mco of the mﬁ*tmm'xtor} period, seems
to have been ‘an example of the gradual transition.
Accurate obgervations are still wanting to determine’
whether this periodic constitution is confined to certain
iparts of the world, or extends over the whole, and whe-:

]lher its diflerent specics follow each other in a regular

order ot succession. Iftheir order of succession should
at any time be determined, it will cnable the physician
to foretell the character am! most appropn.tte tred,tment
of future discases.

- The general unlx(,a(mm 0( (‘mc, vary wuh the
nature of the prevailing constitution, and u)nscqucntly '
during one period :tnnulatmfr remedies, during another
alunc evacuations, and durm«r a llmd veneaecuon
and the antiphlogistic plan, w:ll constitute the, mosl ‘
c(hucnl treatment.

- This vcx ycucum:tdncc has cmscd much mnfusxon in
medical oplmons, and has occasioned the reputation and
downhll of many an infallible system, cach of \\'hlch
is in its turn consigned to oblivion, and perhaps again
revived as a novc)ty al some future period. - The ‘
English boast nuch of" the astonishing xmprovemcnts
in science, and deride the ignorance of their predeces-
sors, regardless of the old pm\crb “« Everything has
its day.”  Whenever, therefore, the periodic constitu-
tion uudcxgm,s an alteration, they cither obstinately
up]mld their usual plan, or clse blindly embrace some

stem, to them new, but which really rests upon an-
cient ‘and cst‘tl)h:hod principles. In general, they do
not fail to make so much e\'lggcmhon in support’ of
their opinions, and thus succeed in misleading so many,
that none but very well informed physicians. can dis-
tinguish the fallacy of their arguments.  The medical
hlstorv of Great Britain affords many stnkm«r proofs of
these assertions, and is replete with emmples of thie
singular obsuuacy with which the' English cling to
opinicns once .formed —a cm‘umstancc which' has
malerm!lv contributed to obstruct their attaining to
general views and impartial conclusions. Evcn to
ths day,'a warm contest is carried on (less, howe\'er,
in- bool\s, than in the debates of learned socwtres)
between the senior and j junior parts of the profession ;
the former still inclining to Brunenianism, while the

powers, unpreceded by any ev:dcm marks of excite.

latter attribute ne'uly all dlceaecs to inflammation.
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both mdccd appml o experience to prove the Justlco
-~ of their principles, and . scem cntuely to forget that
~while the proprict y of ther, practice as applicd to par-
ticular cascs remains unimpeached, the very nature of
1he discases themselves may have been changed. A sum-
mary view ofthe character assumed by diseases, during
the Jast twenty years, both in England and in other
_countries, w;ll perhaps aflord a solution of this question.
About the end of the last, and during the first three or
tour vears of the pl‘ucnt ceulur), thc [)mponm'x of
nervous {3-\ ersto other d discases, was as one to cmhtccn
in Piymouth. (Woolcomlie), as one to sixteen in Lon-
“don, (“ illan), us one to ten.in Newcastle, (Clark),
“and in Liverpool, enc to, five, (Curric). Nor was this
scourge of manukind Jess severely felt on the Continent,
\vhem typhus, and the diseases closely allied to it,
committed extensive devastations, particularly during
the cpidemics of Erlangen, Jena, Kiel, Ratishon, and
Vienna; Cadiz and Seville were. at the same time
depopulated by yellow fever, and Europe in general
suffered much from repeated visitations of the mﬁnenz't.
" An inclination to a sudden sinking of the vital powers,
unpreeeded by violent reaction, and unaccomp'xmed by
any marked symptoms of a gastric or inflammatory
" pature, constituted at that period the characteristic
form of acute dr~ca~e~, which were always preceded
‘and attended Dy an unaccountable degree of debility.
Stimulating and ‘tonic medicines ohtameu, therefore,
“much u\h,hmv; and every physician who prartmcd
during that period, attests the injurious or even fatal
effects which were produced by venesection and other
depletory measures. - What is still more remarkable,
an epidemic l\'phmd pucumonia, prevailed in many
parts of Germany during the years 1800-1,2, in' which
“the mccdy production of an inflammatory state by
“means of bark aud ether,. was.the only method whiclt
aﬁ'ordcd a chance of recovery. ‘These facts must im-
press. every impartial mind ‘with the conviction, that
the constitution of discases has undergone much altera-
" tion since that pumd, and explain \\'hy physicians did
not then employ copious vencsections,  but' were
obllged to content thcmccl\'ec with mdnmy cold aﬂ'u—
sions, acids and mereury.

The reign of typhus: appcars to have ccasc(‘ with

the lnﬁucnza of 1804, when a new constitution began
~—at first more remarkable for the (hwppc'uancu of
nervous fevers and other conh"mus disorders, than for
any peculiar character of its own. = Catarrhal and
rheumatic complaints, partly attributable to the wea-
“ther, prevailed for some time, and fevers of an inter-
mitting type hecame more frequent, for ming an evident
mumuon from_the purely typhus constitution to that of
thc vascular excitement of the following years. Some
“remnant of the typhus constitution- was indeed. still
pcrcephb]c in the’ pectoral complaints which prevailed

" in,London during the winter of 1804-.), and were at-
" tended with remarkable debility, requiring the greatest
prudence in the use of the lancet ;' venescction was in-
~ deed often euurc]y contn—mdxcated, and Bateman says,
. that it sometimes even proved fatal.  The constitution,
however, soon developed itself more decidedly, becom-
xng more universally dxﬂ'used, and obliged ph)slcmns

= [RE R

to rc]mquwh their (mmor p].m of treatment, and adop
other measures. * Derangement of the qlnnemary
canal became’ 1ts pmmment feature in the summer apd
autumn of 1804, and diarrhea, terminating in dysen,
tery, was ofien met with. )

This constitution suffered, indeed, 2 check from the
cold of 1805, but it increased again during the follow.
ing years, and afterwards hecame still ‘more prevalen,
mamfcatmn‘ itself by headache, a Ditter taste of the
mouth, a loadud wllmv tongue, irregularity of thy
bowéls, nausea, and anorexia. ]’hc ulxlxl) of purga:
tives hecame now so ohvious, that Hamilton’s doc(rmes
soon obtained as much celebrity as had been befor
engaged by the stimulating S)atcm. The nervous fe.
ver in Nottingham in 1807 7, the (.ysonlery in London
in 1808, the ec.n].nun in deburgh in 1805, and the
mcxslcs in the same place in ‘1803, all' required the
‘purgative plan of treatment, and calomel became the
favourite cathartic.” The ﬂdvantvru thus derived fron
the purgative plan of treatment is abumhmly testified
by the writers -of that period. | This gastric constite
tion appea wred ‘on the contmcm but lis progress. was
less rapid there than in England, where the inlkabitants
live 1n @ manner cnk-uhtcd to' augment or cven 1o pro-
duce a tendeney to gastric discascs. There wer
likewise other circumistances which impeded the for

mation of this constitution on the continent.  Thus it
Germany, the purely nervous constitution had scarcely
yielded {o catarrhal and rhcumatic afiections, wheni
was again revived in that unbappy. country by the p
]mc'ﬂ oceurrences of 1805-6-7,—typhus seldom, how
ever, assumed the character of, exquisite, for the rhew
matic and catarrhal aflections with which it was mised
partook somewhat of a gastric nature, as was proved
by the great henafit du-;vcd from emetics and calomel
This - appears in accordance with the fact that the gas
tric constitution was more. fully developed where the
ravages of war had not extended, although it requird
Jess atlention in the treatment than rhenmatic symp
toms, then likewise prevaleni. Thus the agues whic
were common at Tubigen, about the end of 1806
commcnccd, in 'mnu").l wnh pain in the belly, vomi:
ing, and n-lc"ul:mtv ol the bowels, a yellow furrel
iml"uc, hcad.tchc, and tumors of the parotids wercd
f'quucnt oceurrence, and, in gencral, gastric sympton
were by no means rare.  These symptoms g aradusly
aained ground, and the reputation of xpcmcnanlm anl
cathartics increased in the same proportion. At Re
tishon the constitution was remarkably gastric in i
autumn of 1809 ; and a nervous fever . prevailed 8
Weimar, in 1809~1¢, which was 'tccomp.nued by 3
Inttcr taste in the mouth, (]I'u‘l‘h(‘("\, nansca, and verfh
go. Acute catharsis was injurious in this cpidemit
but mueh Lenefit resulted from the exhibition of castt
o0il. The advantages, derived about the same time in
Berlin from the treatment of fevers by emetics 40
cooling purgatives, provcd that they were thcxc al
complxc ted with n'astnc du'mf-em"nt

‘ Ta be contzmzcd
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DOSES OF PRUSSIC ACID, -
! . By Wa. Wriraur, M. D,
T‘ngrqior of the Muscum, MGill Cellege.
" (Continued from page 99.) -

Called to a person who has died from poisoning, it
is customary for medical jurists, before performing the
scctio cadaveris, to note the relation of the body to
surrounding objects, the place in which it is found,
its position and that of things in its neighbourhood.
To examine the spot on which the body was discovered,

.the soil or surface on which it lies, the clothes of the
..deceased, and the body itsclf, which includes the ' dis-
covery of the sex, probable age, stature, degree of cor-
pulence, colour of the hair and eyes, and any peculiar
marks which may exist on the catancons surface.

The duration of the ‘presence or absence of animal
© lieat, of cadaveric rigidity, and putrefiction, must also
- be carefully attended to, since the most certain signs
© of death depend upon them, and the length of time the

party has been: dead, is most accurately denoted by

them. ‘ o c S ‘
Post mortem appearances observable in persons poison-

«d by Prussic Acid.—Exterior.— The hody,” says

Taylor, “commonly exhales a strong odour of pruss‘ic

acid.”  Colourless fluid, probably saliva, may fill the

mouth, or have trickled from it, which, as:well as the
lips, smells powerfully of the poison—depending parts
‘are discoloured by hypostatic ' congestion.  Inmime-
diafely afier death there is great rigidity of the mus-
cles, but it is soon sicceeded by an opposite state of
< flaccidity. Putrefaction, as in other cases of sudden
death, may be rapid. Much that is applicable here
has been before commented on.  ¥7de sections of the
eye, face, &c. o ‘ S
 Interior—Heud —While vemoving the scalp and
calvarium, much blood usually flows from its wounded
- vessels. - The meningeal and cerebral veins ave generally
- very much distended, with dark bload.. There is rarcly

some, lliougl{ by‘h‘o .
These results admit of

means in all, much distended. .
application, by analogy to the human subject. Magen-
die states, that the heart has its irritability so completely
and immediately extinguished by the pure acid, that it

is insensible, even to the stimulus of galvanism.  This,
however, later investigators find, not to be universally
an immediate consequence. Lungs.—Guy writes thus,
they are “ sometimes pale, more generally gorged with
blood,” especially in dependant parts, which may, on
that account,be of a black colour. When cut into, their
colour is ¢ a light rose pink,” particularly in those situa-
tions from which the blood has subsided. - The large
bronchi have been filled with a reddish, {rothy serum.
The aorta and its hranches are almost always empty,.
while the pulmonary artery, and other veins are filled.
#“ The laryox, trachea, and cesophagus have heen said.
to be reddened.” o S : T
Abdomen.—The odour has been detected, in some, in
the peritoneal cavity, particularly in the vicinity of the.
stomach; in others, solely when the latter has been
opened; it is generally inappreciable in the intestines,
a sour smell existing in lieu of it. ~ Mr. Hicks detected
it five days after death, in the stomach. The peritoneal
covering of the intestines, has had a reddish tint. "Dr.
Letheby remarked in all his cases, a particularly con-
gested state of the whole gastiic internal surface, with
occasional white patchies and red dots.” Dr. Geoghegan
‘declares that the only morbid appearance worthy of
note in ‘@ man, who had died from 3i. of prussic. acid,
was a patch of dark red extravasation, under the mu-
cous membrane of the stomach, near the pylorus.. The
stomach, in this case, exhaled the odour of the acid, al-
thongh it had heen exposed for three days. Taylor -
slates, that in some rare instances,” the siomach and.
alimentary canal ¢ have been found inflamed.” Mertz-
dorff’ examined two cases, where' the gall-bladder had
a blue tint. © ‘The kidneys and livery are usually much
congested with venous blood. ~ T
The Blood—1Ts of ‘an unusvally dark colour, with a

any unnatural accumulation of serunt within the ven-folimmering blue tint, is perfectly fluid, flows out copious-

tricles. In one caxe, a considerable watery eflusion oc-
cupied the sac ol the avachnoid.  An extravasation of
blood has been found between the external membranes
of a horse, and a strong smell of prussic acid has, in sc-
- veral instances, been . detected, from different parts of

~ the encephalon.’ 2 . C
Chest.—The odour of the acid is generally very ap-
" preciable when this cavity is opened, and has frequently
been detected in it, when not manifest any where else.
- 'The same, Mr. Hicks has proved to hold good with the
“lower animnals, and he has recognised it there imme-
diately after death, in rats destroyed by miv. of the acid,
~-when it did not exist cven in the stomach. Hedrt.—In
some subjects, all its cavities are charged with Dlood,
while in others, merely those of the right side, the left
heing empty. - Mr. Nunnelly, from his experiments on
- brutes, found that if from any cause death’ were delayed,
all the.chambers of the heart, and especially those of
" the right side, contained more or less bload. If, on the
other hand, the death were sudden, the left cavities, and
principally the ventricle, were empty, and rigidly con-

Iy from a cut surface, gives out a strong odour 'of prus-
sic acid, and is collected in the veins.. The colour above
mentioned, possibly, might not be present, for, in some
exceedingly rare cases, it has been highly florid. ‘
" Remarks.—From the above delails, it is evident that
the post-mortem appearances, observable in persons
poisoned by prussic acid, result from an accumitlation
of fluid blood, of a dark blue hue in the veins and their,
capillaries, in fact, that they are those of asphyxia, and .
as this condition arises from such a multiplicity of causes, -
no direct proof can be obtained from them alone, of the -
particular agent employed in their production. They
are .serviceable in disproving that a corrosive ‘or irritant
had been swallowed, and that the poison had been in- .
troduced into'the stomach after death.*®¥iKnowing that'.
prussic acid acts so rapidly, and ‘produces' these leffects, -
it is not justifiable, if its presenee’ be found at a ‘post.
mortem, to imagine that they tvere due to some circum-
stance operating during the time that existed between
the former’s reception and the patient’s death.g;Should
morbid  alterations be preseni they, as a rule, do not're,
. H H IR ot
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“sult from this peison, since its action is so transient that
no time exists for their generation..” With regard to the
state of the heart, T think it may warrantably be asserted
that, when death is vapid, its left eavities will be empty,
as in apniea, or death commencing at the Jungs, and that
when death is slow, all its cavities will be full, as in
asthenia, or death commencing at the bead.  Another
important fact, cspecially to the. practitioner, is- that the
irritability of the heart is rapidly exhausted.. Hyperemia
of the gastric mucous membrane, is always to be ex-
peeted, either universal or partial—continuous or inter-
_cepted, and possibly interspersed with white patches or

_ved dots.. * The colour of the gall-bladder above alluded

_ to, was, not improbably, due to. the deposition. of prus-
sian blue.. -If so, it tends to prove that the latter is formed
in the Hood, and that the liver aids'in depurating the
‘jatter of the former. The odour may be detected from
geveral sources, and it is not impossible that it may be
_ ound.in the chest, when absent every where else. = Its
rprcsence in the bloed and internal cavities, shews that it
‘has' been ‘absorbed into’ the vessels, and transmitted
through the invisible pores of their parietes and neigh-
_bouring tissues.. - ' . ‘ o .

 Tests for the detection of Prussic Acid.—It has been
said that they are useless if the body have been above
ground for three, or have been coffined. for seven days.
That thisis not invariably the case, will shortly appear.
‘The Odour.—1. As scveral observations have already
been made concerning it, T will now merely allude to

three or four points connected with it. . C

- When the acid is diluted, the odour resembles that of
peach blossoms, and leaves a peculiarly acrid sensation
on the fauces. Itis very similar to that of nitro benzine,
and to a smell that is said_occasionally to arise from the
viscera of those who had never taken Prussicacid. The

 testimony it aflords is most conclusive, if it be derived
from. the blood, or parts to which. there is no access,
cxcept by the circulation. It may not be appreciable if

"

believe, the longest time that tests have proved the pre-
sence of the poison. This is on the authority of Mr,
West, in the Provincial Medicul and Surgical Journal,
July 1845, who says, © 1 have distilled a portion of the
contents of the stomach at this time, twenty-three days
after the poison had been taken, and find the smell, the
precipitate with nitrate of silver, and the prussian blue
precipitate 3 all these are produced, -apparently, in the
same degree as at first.” o o
The reagents employed in the chemical analysis ‘of a
liquid supposed to contain prussic acid, are the nitrate of
silver, protoxid of iron, sulphate of copper, cither alone
or with tincure of guaincum, and the sulpho-cyanid of
ammonium. To each of these, a few remarks will now
be appended. . . S
1. Nitrate of Silver.—Induces a white precipitate,
the cyanid of silver, the properties of which are.—Firs,
its solubility, if bulky in boiling, and if scanty in cold as
well as hot nitric acid.  Second, its solubility in the vola.
tile and fixed alkalis. Third, by heating it, the cyano-
gen enicring into its composition will be evolved, which,
when inflamed, burns with a rose-red colourad flame;

|and when imbibed bty bibulous paper, wetted with a

strong solution of the mixed oxides of iron and subsc-
“quently dipped in dilute sulphuric acid, causes a stain
of prussian blue. . lts natare may also_be illustrated by
the following procedure of Mr. Austin’s (London Lan:
cety July '1846):—DMix the precipitate with a small
quantity of oxid of ivon and carbonate of potash ; fuse
them ; dissolve the mass in 3ss. of distilled water, filtes
and acidulate by a few drops of hydrochloric acid.  Di-
vide the solution into two parts, to one of these add 2
few drops of a solution of sulphate of copper—to the
other a like mnount of tincture of iron; in the first'a
chocolate brown, and in the last a blue precipitate will
subside—prussiates of the respective bases.  When ope-
rating on complex mixtures it. is to be rcmcmbgrcd that
organic matters, healed in contact with an alkaline has?

the body have been long exposed before it is examined,
especially to the open air or.a shower of rainy or other
circumstances favourable to evaporation’; il the dose be,
small ; if it be much diluted, decomposed, or predominated
over by other odours, and if the person have lived long’
- enough to exhale it freely from the Jungs. The follmv-{
.ing will serve to illustrate the period it may be persistent:
In a case reported by Mr. Norbland, he said it was
absent eighteen-hours after death, when the body was,
_examined, while two of five witnesses declared they de-
tected it.  According to. Dr. Letheby, it was evident for|
twelve hours j and according to Mr. Davies, for seventeen
vo eighteen hours afier death, ahout the mouths of C. W.’
Duckett, and E. Williams, whose. cascs have already |
been mentioned.  Mr.. Taylor (Elements Medical Juris-
_prudence, 1844,) believes seven days, after the taking of
“the acid, to be the longest time that s odour has been!
found.. . But this must only be considered as the. m,l.‘:lnl
“duration ; for Dr. Lonsdale, during-his experiments on’
.dogs, experienced it for cight or nine days, post mortem,
- and_four or five days after the feilurc of chemical tesis
in the detection of ‘the poison. IHence, as Orfila con-'

t2nded, the odour may detect prussic acid when chemi-|
cal tests fail to do so, twenty-three days afiér death, is, I

or metal, will produce cyanogen.  Nitratc of silver, if
added to a solution of the acid, datcets pt. 1 of it in pis.
7680 of liquid ; but if a watch glass be moistened ‘with
it and .held over the ‘solution; pt. 1 of the latter in pis.
15360 of its menstrunm will be detected.  The  least
‘amount of cyanid of silver, from which a flame can be
obtained, is 1-10 gr., = 1.50 gr. anhydrous acid == gl )}
of pharmacop. eial, or less than git. J. of" Scheele’s
When less than this the cther modes of proving eyana-
gen may be successfully instituted. ... o v
" 9. Protoxid of Iron.—Add a protosalt of ivon and
then an excess of liquor potassie, remove: the gra.yls‘h
green precipitate thus induced by sulpburic or murialit
acid, and after exposure to- the air prussian blue will be
produced; visibly tinting the liquid by the intensity of its
hue. My. Taylor says, “ This test is peculiar to prussic
acid and free from all objections.”” - When added to 2
solution of the acid it detected pt., of it in pts., 920 of
fluid; and when a watch glass was moistened with l!_w
test and; held over the solution” of prussic acid, pt. LW
pts. 3840, These statements prove thal itis 1th Jess.
delicate than the former test, -~ o

" 3. Sulphate of Copper—Supersaturate the liquid with
potassa, then add sulphate of copper when a greenist
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‘ pmcipimle‘wiil subsidé and will change to a white on
‘the addition of a litlle hydrochloric acid. It discovers
‘the poison in 20,000 parts of water, but, according to Pe-
reira, ¢ the results are not sufliciently striking, and the

" inexperienced: manipulator may fail in getting any evi-
dence of hydrocyanic acid.” =~ - o
"4, Tincture of Guaiacum and Sulphate of Copper.—
‘When the tincture is added the hydrated resin. of guaia-
_cum fulls down, and, by the subsequent use of the sul-
phate, .a blue solution is produced. The propriety of
considering this a test is, T thirk, questionable, since the
. efiect of adding .finct guaiacum 1o any’ agueous men-
struum is that just mentioned,; and the result of adding
Co. T'r. guaiacum, which contains ammmonia, to copper,
"is a blue solution.”  Spt. nitric ether also strikes a- blue
- color with tinct of guaiacum. R
. B. Sulpho-Cyanid of Ammonium when added to a
-persalt of iron as the muriated tincture, causes a very deep
blood red color. This reagent may be prepared by
adding a drop of sulphuret of ammonia to a very weak
solution of prussic acid, and heating it until it becomes
colorless. It was proposed by Liebig in April 1847 is
very simple, characteristic, unobjectionable and delicate,
succeeding where the protoxid of iron fails; so that Lie-
big has ¢ done for prussic acid what Reinsch has recently
done for arsenic.”  Mr. Taylor (Medical Gazette, April
1847), offers a modification of the above, which con.
sists in preparing the sulpho.cyanid of ammonium by
exposing hydro-sulphuret of ammonia to the vapors of
prussic acid. The advantages of this latter, “are the
avoidance of heat, and the objections to which its em-
ployment gives rise, and its applicability to organic sub-
stances, even in.a state’ of putrefaction.” I may add,
_that the blood red color above mentioned is' quickly re-
Jnoved by a few drops of bichlorid of mercury.

Procedure for the Detection of Prussic. Acid—Ex-

, clusive of the ordinary observances and precautions that

- should be enforced at every imporiant sectio-cadaveris,
particular attention must be directed to the state of the
eyes, lips, face, muscles and general surface, to any odor
that can be detected from the mouth, nose, &c., and the
cavities immediately afier they have been carefully dis-
closed. The gastric and other veins areto be incised
and their contents minutely examined. The state of all
the internal, viscera, particularly that of the larynx,
fauces, cesophagus and intestines is then to be ascerfain-

- ed, but the stomach is the organ to which we are: chiefly
to look for evidences of the poison; very great care

. must therefore be observed during: its removal, . before
doing which, it should not be neglected to apply ligatures
10 its orifices, or, ‘perhaps more correctly, to the lower
part of the wsophagus and duodenum as well as'to the

Cbile and pancreatic ducts.  On  opening’ the stomach

.the odor is first to be obtined, if, present ;- and, for the
sake of certainty, it'is advisable that our opinion con-
“eerning it be confirmed by the testimony of other wit-
nesses ; the contents are then to be prescrved as well as
the products obtained- by washing its cavity with water
and aleohol. © The fluid portion of these is o heseparat-
-ed by filtration from any insolible matters, and is finally

‘Lbetested.  Unlessit be coloved where it should, as Or-
fla proposed, he agitated oy digested with chareval gnd

refiltered before the application of the reagents. If no
indication be afforded from the liquid being complicated
with organic matters, these are to be isolated by placing
the mixture into a’retort and distilling 1-8th of it, by the
heat of a vapor bath into a receiver kept cold ; when it
is alkaline, from decomposition, it must first be neutra.
lized by sulphuric acid. 1f there should be any vomited
matters, which is very unlikely, or if any of the ‘poison
or liquid in which it was taken remain unswallowed, and
be attainable, they are to be treated in the above man-
ner.  An objection has been raised to the employment
of heat, owing to prussic acid being generated by the
decomposition. of animal matter.. € This,” says Dr.
Guy, “is a mere conjecture, altogether unsupported by
experiment.” It has also been contended that hydro-
chloric acid might pass over and embarrass the results.
But this can only occur when the liquid is highly acid,
and it is then avoided by neutralizing it by potassa and
adding acetic acid before commencing the "distillation.
Assuming, lhen, that a clear liquid has been obtained,
how should it be tested for prussic acid? The following
procedure would be, I' conceive, most appropriate and
conclusive, Having marked its odor, divide the liquid
into twvo portions, from one of these obtain cyanid of
silver. Expose a portion of it to heat and either inflame
the escaping gas or convey it into'an alkaline solution of
the mixed oxides of iron ; after the decomposition re-
move the surplus oxid of iron by sulphuric or hydrochlo-
ric acid, and prussian blue will be left.. Treat the re-
maining cyanid of silver in the way recommended by
Mr. Austin. Obtain sulpho-cyanid of ammoniwm from
the other portion of the liquid, cither by Liebig’s or Tay-
lor’s method, and add to it a persalt of iron: lastly, re-
move the blood red color thus caused by bichlorid of
mercury. If the liquid originally obtained Le in large
amount, and smell strongly of prussic acid,. all the tests
may be applied in the order given in a'preceding page.
If the results of these procedures be those previously.
recorded, the evidence of prussic-acid .in'. the fluid, ‘is
indubitable. But it is from the integral and not from
the integrant portion of .the analysis that this conclusion
must be deduced, as thereby any fallacies which append
to the latter are averted.' ¢ ‘ T
Before procecding with the above measures, trial tests
may be instituted by dipping strips of white paper in the
liquidy and afterwards moistening them with the reagents,
or a little of it may be put into the bottom of one waich
glass, while that of another is moistened ‘with a strong
solution of the test. The concave surfaces of the two
are-to be brought, vis a vis, and lelt so for a shoit time,
when, if the acid be present, it will have come in con-
tact with the test and. produced the specific change.
The volatility of the acid may he accelerated by the
application of the flame of a spirit lamp to the ‘convex
surface of the glass containing it. o
‘Besides these manipulations with the liquid, the sto-
mach is to be placed in water for some time, and then
transferred to a bottle having a wide mouth, over which |
there is placed a watch glass moistened with nitrate ol
silver on its cencave surface, or that looking to the .in-
terior of the bottle. - Tn ten minutes a film of cyanid of

silver has frequeptly formed. Afier this another glass,
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“moistened wiilt liquer potasse, may be placed over the
bottle, sulphate of iron and muriatic_acid being, subse-
quently ' addedy - when the characteristic. prussian blue
may. be developed.  This simple plan has ' succeeded
when tests applied to the liquor obtained by distillation
have failed to prove the existence of prussic acid in it.
On the same principle, before opening the cavities of the
abdomen or chest, particularly the Tatter, a small aper-
ture has been made in the parictes, and a watch glass,
prepared in the above maoner, accurately fitted, and in
half an hour afterwards satisfactory results have been
‘palpable. S ‘ ‘ o
Supposing that prussic acid has been found in the
stomach. of one who has died suddenly, is this-a sufit-
cient proof that it caused death? It the quantity be
large, the natural rejoinder is an aflirmative, but a little

- refloction will shew that it may have been introduced
there after death; or that the person may have died from

" disease after taking it.” The answers to these possibili-

" ties, it will be remembered, were given in a former page, |

ané will therefore” not be transcribed here.  Again, it

may be said that prussic acid was generated in the sto- |

" mach, from the putrefaction of various animal and ve-
‘getable matiers—as unsound cheese and erget of rye.
*This, however, is overruled when the poison is also de-
tected in the blood and distant parts of ‘the body. .
*The two great forms in which prussic acid exists are
the anhydrous, ‘or .without water, and the hydrous, or
" ywith'water. With the latter alone we, as medical jurists,
are’ concerned. 'All estimates of the strength of the
* hydrouns “are determined by the amount of anhydrous
“they contain ; hence the utility of knowing some pro.
cess by which.this may he discovered; such as the fol-
. lowing which is botli simple and exact :—100 grs. of the
acid are'to be added to a solution of nitrate of silver as long
as any precipitate (cyanid of silver) is formed, this is to be

collected on a filter, whose weight is knovwn, then washed |

and dried by a heat not over 2120, All the water he-
ing expelled, aseertain the weight of the filter and the

precipitate, from which subtract the original weight of |-

tiie filter, when the exact amount of cyauid of silver,

“that has been formed, will be known. . This divided byl

Lh gives the amount of anln_vdrbus acid in the 100 grs—5

is used as a divisor, beeause the atomic weight of cyanid

© of silver is 97.33, that of anhydrous prussic acid 134,56
or alimost as 1 : 5. The chief varieties of hydrous prog-
sic acid thatare met with are—1. Scheeie’s, which con-
tains b per cont of aulydrous acid 5 2. Vauquelin’s, 3.5
pér’ cent;

. Edinb, Ph., 3.2 per cent; 5, Dub. Ph., 1.6 per cent;

6. Other specimens which may vary from 1 to 50 per

eenti = Hence,. equal “amounts’ of dillerent specimens|

- produce | very dissimilar’ consequences when taken ;

~and as the ‘same preparation, at- different times, varies

Cgreatly in streagth from evaporation “and: decomposition,
‘a solution is ifiorded to the problem, why the remaking

and taking of an hurtless’ preseription, has been fta
when dispensed by different: druggists, or. by the’ same
~ druggists from different Kinds, oreven the same kind at
©different ttmes.: T o o
. The quanlily of Prussic Acid lhat conslitutes o
Jatal dose, . e, « dosé that desiroys life.—Fhe smallest

Fatal Doses of Prussic Jcid.

‘3. London Phanmacopwia, 2 per cent; 4.1

fatal dose is staled’ {0 be that taken by the seven Pari-
sian Epileptics, waich, according to Orfila and Christison,
was equivalent to €-3vd; and according. to Taylor and
Guy, 1o 7-10th of a grain of pure or real acid.  These
statemients are, however erroneous, and so; 'in conse.
yucuce, must be the numercus corollaries that bave been
deduced from them, for Professor Guibourt { Pharmaceu-
tical Journal, May, 1843) has proved that the exact
dose swallowed by each iuvalid was equal, at least, 1o
53 ars. ef anhyirous prussic acid, and that the fatal mis.
take arose from the dispenser of the pharmacie centrale
making a syrup of prussic acid for their use {rom anhy.
drous, instead of frenr Scheele’s acid, by which the pre-
paration contained 19 grs. instead of 1} grs. of -anhy-
drous acid o the 3 (Freneh), ' - S
~ "Toillustrate the present subject I have compiled the
following table from a number of cases, the . most accu-
rate of. which liave only heen retained:— - - ‘
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10 nx.

That tlw smai!est mtal dose is @

"mhydrouq ac:d ‘ ‘
" g, That the hrcrest doge from which recovery
occuned is 43 gmms of the 'mll\ drous acid.

3. That the bouz.darv betwccn harmless and fatal
dose is indefinite. . .

. 4. That the shortest time in which death oceurs from
a fatal dose is 2 minutes. i a

- 5. That the lonve~t time in wuu.h death oceurs from

a fatai dose is 45 minutes.

6. That a small dose (9-10 grain) has k 1lled as rapxdl)
43 a large one (40 grains), and hence celerity of action
is not mv‘lmbl; dupendant upm the amount oI pozaon
‘taken,

7. That equal do=ea do not i
~equal periods.

8. That 5 minutes mwm ‘ot un]ustlv be con-th,n,d
as the most common duxauon of n case of pouor\mfr by
Cprussic acid. o

- With reuard to No. 6 mfcmlcx,, it may not be axms:,
'to mention the circumstances which affect the poison’s
.activity.  These are—the age, strength and organ of the
individual, empty or full state of lhu <lomach, quanuty
and de(rree of concentration of tie poison, the repetition
of the. do;c, and the mode of its administration. From

Mr. Nunnelly’s experiments it sppears, as might be ex-

pected, that the move vigorous and !ged the .'mxmal ‘the
“larger the dose required fo destroy ife.  The very young,

however, seem iess susceptible 'um: those of the same
species who are a little older than "them. The empty
state of the stomach is the most favorable. to its action
and place—possibly the reason why the same animal is
not similarly aflected by the same dose at different times.

frill dxﬁerent perbonb at

Commenccment of the Sy /,nptoms.—nTuch detail under
this seetion is rendered unnpecessary by the ‘statements
lid down when discussing the indications of poisoning
by prussic acid, so that, at present, § shall merely draw
altention to some of the facts conl’uncd i the: preccdmﬂ

‘ ~chu]ule ‘ ' :

1. Thui the synmloms may commence xmn'edmtelv

. And that tlus xapldlty of origin has foliowed ali ke
, Iu, takmg of Sss of hydrous amd of ‘acid equivalent o
9-10 gr'of anhydrous acid, and of thu whlch comuubd
10 grs. of :).t\h‘,dl‘O“b acid, :
3. That they are seldom dcl’u ui in appeaum Levond
4 mmutes.
. That this du’\) xmy fo]low altea 5 grs, or,,‘:t; gt‘s. of
<“anh5dtoua aud have been: sw.xllowcd :

. That no delay has. occurred afier the !argut dow
(4-0 grs. anhydrous) and merely a delay of I minute after
the !ebb grcat doses, ns 2k grse anhydrous acid. Dr.
Lon:.da]x, stated that ‘5. of Scheele’s acid would affect
an adult in one mmulx,, 3iij. or'iv, in 10 or 15 scconds,
and A stronger dose immediately. These statenients
* were founded on experiments niade by hin on animals,

but they do not, a3 .mpmus b thv .dmve‘ lpph to the
hwnan "ul)‘oc

Cha by ot )
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ART- i‘{'&l\’.—-—REI’L" OF DX. wIACKELC.\\' '1‘0 DR.
HALL.

To the Edztor o_f thc B: itish Ame; ican .Ioumal.

Harmlton July 31, 1848.

SIR,—In the Jul) number of your journal, a violent
sttack is made on me by Dr. Hall, charging me with -
endeavowring to injure his professional character, and
ridiculing an opinion of mine as ¢ grossly wrong.”

I have two grounds of complaint against Dr. Hall in
this' matter.  1st. That he never souaht an explanation
from me of charges which he well kuew emanated from
members of the profession who were hostile to me.
And secondly. That he has reserved his attack until my
most authontafwe evldence in’ the matter 15 in the
grave. ‘

The first charge aoams; me whxch 1 shall notxce, is

that extracted from a letter from some medical  friend of
Dr. H.’s, dated March, 1848, and referring to a circum-

stance said to have occurred six months pxewously, and

observing—< You were not four hours from Hamilton,

before he (Dr. I\Iackelcan) found fault with the legs

being drawn up.” It was some days, I think not less

than ten or twelve, after Dr. Hall left this place, before.

I had any suspicion that the legs had not become con-
tracted involuntarily. The patient was speaking to me

of his prospects of recovery, and I expressed my opinion

that the contracted state of the limbs was the most un-
favorable symptom, as I thought it indicated mischief in

the 'spinal cord, and that it was a feature of the ‘case
which 1 was not aware of until his arrival in' Hamilton,

He then told me that his limbs had not contracted of
themselves ;. that they were straight until ‘placed in a

bent position, and supportcc there by pIHOWS; and that
after remaining so for some time, they could not be again

extended.  On hearing this_ account; 1 'nitered an ex-

pression: of surpris¢, not having - any reference to the

treatment adopted, but clicited from me by the ray of

hope, which it threw on the case, as every medical man

must know, that a contracted state of the limbs so pro-
duced, was of much less moment than that arising from

mvoluntar} contraction of the flexor muscles. An in-

timate friend of the patient, in answer to ‘an enquiry -
from me, writes :-— I distinctly remember having heard
the late Mr. F. say, that an expression of surprise. wlnch

ebcwpcd you when you first learned from him,.: some“
time after his arrival in H'xmllton, the cause of the con-
traction of his limbs, led him to infer your dxsapploval of’
the treatment at Montxeal in that mauex. ’

This subject was more than once subeequemly re-r
ferred to, and the patient appearing vexed at the occur- .
n.nu,, H told hint that- the limbs were probably placed .
in that position for the purpose of relieving. him - fromn !
suflering, for in fact T could conceive no other reason.
Since | have reccived the diary of .the case, I perceive,
that there is reference 1o a gradually commencing con-”
traction of the flexor muscles of the leg in July, but no’
reference to the limbs being placed in a fixed position -
by Dr. H.’s crdess.: There may be some omissions,
however, in the diary, as it is evidently partly written .
‘by memory, as Drc He states, under the -head June 8.
P that the pat:em" brother was ummed ol his dangel .
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< by telegraph.’ . Now, it'so happens that the telegraph
from Montreal to Hamilton twvas not in Opbl‘allOﬂ until
" the beulnmmr of August following.

" The next point appears to be, that T. menuoned the
supposed fracture of the sacrum for the purpose of in-
juring Dr. Hall and the other physncmm in Montreal
"who wem consulted in the ‘case.  Passing by for the
‘moment the attempts in connexion with this point to
throw ridicule on my professional knowledge, I must,
and will contend, that any medical man havmfr a patient
in charge, and’ behevmo that an injury has oce,urred or
-~ a disease is pre»ent ‘which some previous attendant on
the case has not discovered, is at perfectliberty to men-
tion it, without being liable to the charge of intending
- thereby to injure his professional brother.  If such were

not the case, our lips would be sealed, and we dare never|’

express an opinion varying from that of a previous
medical attendant. On the absurdxty of such a position
1 need not dweli. At this part of the 'subject, Dr. H.

. chaiges me with having made the discovery of the frac-|

ture before I wrote to him on the 29th of October, and
not-referring to it in my letter, 'makes the bitter. remark,
" that my end ¢ would not have been gained by this 100

~ honest_act.”
" made until the’ day before the patient and his brother

" both wrote to Montreal on the subject, and ‘the date of|
" their letters .is Nov. 12, shewing ‘a lapse of fourteen|

days; and yet Dr. Hall presumes to endeavour to fasten
upon me a charge of duplicity and want of candor, al-

- though the dates of the communications might have|.

" shewn him its fallacy The deacuptlon of the supposed
injury, as given in’ ‘the journal, is very different {rom the
" opinion’T had expressed. I never suspectcd any m]ury
to the ilium, (or haunch bone); and as the sacrum is
one bone and nof several, Dr. H. must have known that
the ‘description contained in the letters from the patient
_and ‘his brother could not be mine, but was one of those
" mistakes which non-pro(e,ssxonal men constantly fall into
. when attempting to describe in technical language the
injuries or diseases of the human frame. Had Dr.y .
:possessed suffieient candor to adxmt my own descnptxon
‘as ‘contained in my note to the memoranda of the case,
he would ‘have seen that I describe it as merely «a
transverse fracture of the sacrum ;” and he' could have
ascertamed, il:he had not. a!read) heard it, from his
“friend, Dr.. Dtckenson, who expressed it to more than
one ‘person’ in Hamilton, that T evinced no other disposi-
tion at the post-mortem ‘examination than a desire to
"arrive at the truth. “ While charging me with an attempt
‘1o “injure " his’ pmfexsmnal character, ‘Dr. H. seems to
overlook that he is endeavouring to do the same with
mine, by statmg that T 'had given' a diagnosis’ which he
" chdracterizes ds ¢ grossly wrong 37 and, as if to accom-
plishthat’ object more effectually, torwqrds the journal
1o several gentlémeén in'*Hamilton not- members of. the
profession, and to some "of, whom I believe he is not
personally known.  Yet how stands the matter 7 I ex-
pressed-my suspicion that there was a transverse fracture
‘of the*lower part-of the sacrum with : slight' depression ;
and the post-mortem examination discloses the fact, that
“ jts ‘two lower sectlons as well as the os-coccygis were
deatroyed by caries.”

The discovery of the fracture was not!

Where is the proof, 1hen, of any ;

error on'my part? Have I notrathera right to consider
this fact as a presumptive proof that there wasa fracture,
and that the lower portion of the bone possessing less
vitality in consequence, gave way to the ulcerative pro-
cess and disappeared.  And is there such extraordinary
sagacity needed, or rather is it so impossible to discover
a fracture with dnp]acement five months after the injury,
that Dr. H. should endeavonr to hold up to scorn one
who could presume to express such an opinion?. Were
it so, there would be an end io all acuons for damavea
in cases of mal-practice. ‘

- The remaining charge is, that < the dnfhculty e\pen-
eneed in the settlemem 7 of Dr. Hall’s claims for pro-
fessional services, was dne to my ¢ unprofes:xonnl inter-
1erence in the matter.”

* In reply to this charge, and in corronormon of the
statements I have made on the othrer points, I here give
the replies of Mr. E. J.F. 0 oenquitries put bv me to hlm

‘on the subject.

1st. < | heard mv brother frequent]} state that his

legs were straight until they were bolstered up by the
medical men in Montreal 5 and he used to blame Dr,’
Hall very much for placing them in the position tl*ey
were in when the case was put under your hands.
. 2d. «1 never heard you say anythm prejudicial to-
the treatment pursued by the doctors in- Montreal, ex-
cepting that you thought opium was adm:mstered o
him: at night in too large doses, and- that you could not
conceive why his limbs were allowed to be drawn up m
the manner in which they were, -

3d. ¢ T never heard you say anything a'rmnat Dl.
Hall’s account, noy do I tlnnk your: oplmon was a:ked
about it.’

4th, —My brother e\pressed his dlssattsfaot:on of Dr
Hall to friends in June, and mysell’ in July last, and
wished he' was entirely in the hands of Dr. McDonnell,
in whom he seemed to have much oreatel oonﬁdenu
than in Dr. Hall.

Tiis with reluctance I introduce the matter referred
to in the last. pmamaph, but as Dr. H. has accused ‘me
of cendeavéuring to injure him with the patient, T feel it
necessary to do-'so in. self-defence, as it shows that ‘his
dissatisfaction with Dr. Hall, arose montlis before I had
seen him, and cannot, thue‘bxe, with dn) justice, be
attributed to me.

The only further remark Isha'l make, m, ‘that it is
both ungenerous and unjust of Dr. Hall, to refer, in the
manner he doea, to the attack made on me Dy several of.
the pro['esswn in Hamilton, and published in the Hamil-
ton Gazette and other crlv papers, when on "the da} of
his arrival here, that he might he aware of the position
in which 1 stood towards them I placed the paper i
his hands, and, after. perusing it, he continued his inter-
course with me withi more cordiality even than before. |
Dr. H. now refers to that charge, as il it were well:
founded. Had he thought it ‘so,. he should have: then

‘ceased all'intercourse wlth me——-for were it true, I Ishould :

deserve to be scouted from all re:.pe(,mble society.

Afier 1 had written thus far, I reccived a letter from
Dr Hamilton, of Flamborough hom wlnch I give the
following paraoxaph e

| .‘I thxnh it v.a»‘ on the lbth Novembex ]a»t, you re-
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queqied me to see Mr. F. in consulhtron, and qfter
giving a lmtor) of the case, 'substantially as it has since
appeared in the last number of the British American
Journal of Medical and Physical Scicnce, you then'in-
timated your Sl]SplClOﬂ of a fracture of the sacrum 3’ but
neither at the time, nor on any mbsequent ocoas;on, Jid
1 ever understand you as asserting, in positive terms, that
a fracture did exist, which had been overlooked and un-
detected by the medical gentlemen under whose: charge
M. F. had first fallen—on the contrary, you spoke with
deference and respect, generally, of the great attention
and professional skill of which Mr. F. had had the ad-
vantage, while in Monue'xl ; if there was an exception to
this, it was to the injection “which had been thrown into
the bladder, (from which the patient himsell said he
suffered much), and to the allowing the tonic flexion of
the legs to go on without any Loumeraotmo effort.”?

I annex a letter from Dr. M¢Cargov, who met Dr.
Hamilton and myself in consultation on the case, and
Who is also an old friend of the late Mr. F..

i And now, I think, I have conclusively shewn, il at 1
made no such diagnosis as Dr. Hall has attributed to me,
“and that where I suspected a fracture, there is no evi-
dence to prove I was in' error—further, that where I
differed slightly as to the treatment, it was communicated
to the medical gentlemen I met in consultation-—and, of
course, in proteasxonal confidence—and would never
have been known to any one else, had it not have been
elicited now by Dr. Hail's attack upon me ;—that I had |,
nothing to do with the patient's dissatisfaction with Dr..
M., as it existed months before I had seen him, and
could not have arisen from the regret- I expressed about
- the position of the limbs, which was not intended, or
used in a manner, to injure Dr. Hall ~—and lastly, that |
did - not interfere in the matter of DI. H.s charge fox
pwl’eas:onal atten Jance.

R Jonx Mackgreax.
Letter from Dr. M:Cargow to Dr. Mackelcan.
York, Grand Iuvcn Jlll\ 27, 1848.

My Dear Sir,—You write me to say, whether I ever
heard you endeavoured to detract hom Dr. Hall’s pro-}
fe~51onal healmentot my late friend, Mr. Wiiliam Fer-
‘gusson’s case.’ 1 must’ \d},fNOl at all; e\ccpl your
dhapploml of Dr. H. allowing the lower extremities to
- become contracted ; and 1 must say, that the patient
gave me to understand that the limbs were extended,
until flexed, and supported in that position, by Dr. Hall’s
“orders.” You also spoke of the difliculty you ememnced
on the arrival of the patient of emptying the rectum and
colon of their contents, which you considered must have
arisen from inattention to the state of the bowels. .

I think you considered the lower part of the sacrum
fractured, as I also did the upper part. The post mortem
examination, however, showed I was wrong—the hard
ridge produced by the pads having deceived me.

Dr. Dickenson told me ‘several “months dgo, that Dr.
~ Hall, when he gave up the case to you, mentioned that
" he suspected a fracture etxsled in the lower part of the
~ vertebral eolemn, -

At the autopsy you did not 'sttempl to make out any
- case drﬂ'erent hom that wlng,h the morhid appcalances

‘nattual]y suggested. On the whole, T am persuaded,
that you so fully appreciated Dr. Hall’s acknowledged
skill, and his high standing in the Profession, that you.
could never have spoken on this occasion in any way
tending to ‘arraign his medical skill ; though it would
appear that foul representations, from some quarter, have
gwen him cause to suspect you of doing g0,
T'am, very dear Sir, R
Yours respectfully, ‘
\ WiLtian M‘C ARGOW,
Dr. Z\I'zc eluan, Hamilton. ‘ :

[I publish the above communication, xecened during
thc month, from Dr. Mackelcan. I do so'as an act of
justice to Dr. Mackelcan, and I do it thcrefore with plea.
sufe: but I, nevertheless, cannot but regret for Dr. Mac-~
kelcan’s own sake, that he has given me so complete an
opportunity of substantntmg my charge acamst hrm, and
this on his own showmg ‘

The charge preferred agamsth M'xcl\elcan, and tlns, :
100, in unmistakeable terms, howsoever much Dr. M. -
may feel desirous of narrowing it down, was that of stig-
matizing the diagnosis of four physicians in this city as-
faulty and imperfect, and their trcatment: in the pat- -
ticular case improper in certain respects. " Dr. M.
made no seeret of his opmlons on this matter, altbough, .
in my last paper, I confined mysell simply to the docu. -
mcnuuy proof of it,as furnished by letters from 'the de- .
ceased, his brother, and other gentlemen in Hamilton;

vét, by whatever means the report was made to cir- .
culalc, it was notoriously current in Hamilton, Toronto,
and’ Montreal, “fo the. prejudice of all who were con-
corned i in the case, in this city, but of myself espcczally
Buta prou,durc such as this is 2 violation in the high-
est degree of the. ethics of the pruicsuon.—Dr. M.,
being a member of the profession, is amenable to it for
breaches of its mlc.s. ‘The “ offence was 1ank,”the bane
was Slncud far and wide, and the antidote requned
u;uﬂ C\lcnalon, not only: on this- account but also to.
cheek a practice  which. is far. too; pnevalent, and than
which nothing tends more ‘effectually to throw discredit
on the science of mcd.cmc. Whether T have been wrong
or right in'my premises and in my - conclusions-—let the

following observatxom on Dr. Mackelcan s answer: prove-

And,. : ‘ .
1st. With ‘reference to the contraction of the lowel'
extremities. Dr. Mackelcan aflects to deny the insinua-,
tion of any 1mproper pracuce agamst the Montreal phy-
sicians in this respect. Such is the full intent. of his .
own assertion, if there is any, meaning in .words, : Yet‘
how i is it substantiated. In the answer to the second
query put to Mr. E. J. F., the latter distinctly says, ]
naver heard you say an)lhmg prejudicial 'to the. treat-
men? pursued bv the doctors in ‘\Iomreal e'cceptmgt/zat



e

ermkc on ])r. .Mac/rclmn, s fxc]:l Y

o e,

you Mouq/d) opinm was a(lmmwtew’d in too large doses,
and that you could not conceive why his limbs were al-
Towed 1o be drewn up in the manner in whick they
were.”” - Dr. Mackelcan has here l’mmehcd addilional
proof 01 the fact; and while he demonstrates his own
‘want of ingenuousness in the m'mex, he, af the same
time, furnishes a lamentable proofofthe versatil echarac-
ter of his own_;udvment Thus: For ten or twelve days
he reazm]ed the flexion ol the }ezs as mvolunt‘n‘\'; allofa
sudden, to suit the whim of a capricious patient, and
upon his simple representation, he regards it as the ef-
fect of long continued voluniary contraction, and can
conceive ¥ no reason why they were placed in thxsposx-
tion.”? Thm last idea he musé have again abandoned, for
I cannot do #kim the injustice of supposing that he
contmued to indulge the “rvay of hope” which this idea
engendered, until the last, and “that /fe placed the
feft thigh along the side of the abdomen, and the right
knée resting in the axilla, with the heel drawn against
the nates,” merely ¢ for. the purpose o{ relieving the pa-
tient from suffering.”” Noj when T observe that this
very condition of thc extremities formed a matter .of
consxdcrauon with Dx. M., al the consultation in
}Iamxhon, when he was made w,cqumntcd with ‘'my
“opinion as 1o its cause, and the futility of every attempt
to counteract it, (even the nurse. could have - mformod
him on thix matter, if he had forgotien my own re-
marks,) one of two things must have. Inppcned when he
channed his opmlorx. st He either founded his judg-
ment upon the whim and captious observation of his pa-
tient; or, 2nd. He neglected to justify « the previous
practice as far 'as candour and lcgard for probity dnd
truth pexmnled 7§ Upon the horns of this dilemmaX must,
with regret, leave Dr. M'\cl\elcan, permitting him to se-
“lect ‘whichever he pleases, for upon the one or the other
~he must, let him straggle as he may, impale himself.
' "The quibble abont the tdegx"lpn, is utterly umvoxthv
of (he cub,eu. Mn. Frs lnothcr was nouhed on the

* The reader is rcqu«,stcd to comparc this w xln Pr. Mackel-
* caw's third conclusion, beginning with the t-.o.ds, o furzhcr, that
+ where I'differed slightly as to trcutmcnt M &e.

+ A physician ought not to take charge of, or prcqcnbc for,
" patient who has recently been under the caro of another member
. of thefacuhy, in the same illness, except in cases of sudden emer-
gency; or in consulatinn with the physician previously inattend-
© ANEE, or. when the latter has n.lmqulshcd the case, or bccn regu~
Jarly notitied that his services are no longer desired. Undcr
‘cuch clrcumstances. no unjust and illiberal insinuations should be
" thrown out in relation to the conduet or practice previously pur-
sued, which should be justificd, as far as, candour and regard for
frith and probity will permit; for it ofien happens that patients
- become. dissatisticd when they do not experience immediate reliel,
" ‘and as muny diseases are’ nalarally’ protracted, the want of ‘suc-
" cess'in the first stage of treatment, aflords no evidence of a lack
of professwna] knowledge or skill,”— Code of etlucs, Cap. 5., See.
See Bru A’mer. Jour., el 3 1 page 178, o

accasion wcmfed——b\ row,xﬁtpleaxcs Dr. Mackelcan,
The fact of that notification, Dr. Mackelcan cannof dis-
pu'g, nor does he (ttt(m]n i, although he cavils at lhe
means. % Drowning men, it is said, cateh at ‘straws,”
and the quibble zavours »«honm} of the truth of the pro-
positio‘n.‘ o ‘ ; ‘

C2nd. " onow wmw to. m(, yuest 1'5.1 ‘i)f the ﬁ.xcturc.
The ]xo~~t mortem ‘Lp\)ll signed by Drx. \nc.celcan and
\I‘C’nmmpnmcly hidicates with reference to the s
crum, that ¢ the ‘prominent parts of it were (]Lﬂﬂl}kd »
(of perlocteum ?)'alarge bad \orb occupying its region, .
and < thatits two lower \U‘llon\, as well as the oscoceygis,
were destroyed by caries.” T)rs. Dickenson and Craigie,
ccrtuy “that” o mark sf fracture, displacement
or injury of any of the bones of the pelvis. could be de- -
tected, other than caries, ailecting the sacrum.” H ’;my‘
thing is tc be u]mm.d from these testimonivs, we have
then, evidence both negm"u and positive, against the
existence of a fraclme of the sacrum. Svpcradded fo
this, however, we have the . fact, that lhc deceased was
examined most carcfully by mys elfand Dr. M:Donnell’
repeatedly, and by Drs. Nelson and Arnoldi, all sus-
pecting and anxiously looking for ﬁacture and this 7m-
mediately after the accident occurred.  Ts it likely 5 can
it be possible, that we could have all overleoked such -
a fracture, when it was recent, and that it should he
detected five months afierwards, when union must,of ue-
cessity, have taken place, and “a slight depression™ its
only indicatien. Such = fact speaks for itself—Dr.
Mackelcan might have found @ much more simple and
unstrained solution of the cause of the caries of the
lewer portion of the sacrum, in the sloughing from the
bedsores, than in the presumpiive onc which he speci.
fies, Dr. M'wxclu‘.n will excuse me from f(ﬁlowmg him
into his hy pot}:m: for it iz one which condemus itscll.

I wish not to deal with powm!.nm, or \wth nrcqump
tive probabilities ; © Thus:
Mackelcan may be a practitioner of sound iudgnicn(,
who, deliberately reflecting v wm ail his premises, draws
from them a legitimate and weli we mhed conclu:mn—v‘
That is a possibility. Thatheisa px.wtntnoncrol"m xmdgx-
native turn of mind, and. mnsldu'ﬂﬂc mgenmtv, may bc
not only fairly prcmmcd but is.a facd fully dcvc!opcd'
by the train of reasoning whwh he has adopted, and -
whichcannot fail to be 'lppl'e(‘l'llcd in accordance with
its - deserts by every .senbe! rncmcal pr'lctxtxoncr ol'
ordmaly experience. . X ‘ .
. But' I have not. yei donc wuh lhb two pomL< upon
whlch I have dilated. Dr. Mackelcan’s letter, the ‘orly
one recelved from him, is dated Oct. 29th.  Dr, Mackel-

1 veciine upon facts.

can ;ldmltq the altentmq of his opmlon, as to the  cause
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‘of thc ﬂs,\mn of the legs, to have tuken place ten or
twelve days afier the patient’s arrival in Hamilton, say
-then about the 15th October.  Toes Dr. Mackelcan al.
Jude to this in kis 1eltef 1. Mo ‘perfect silence on this
subject is m'unl'um,d Th'lt fetter, moxuwer. plomx~ed
1o “report to me '\n) mtﬂrcst-na features that might arise
in Mr, Fs case.” - In the course of another ronmrm,
on the 11th Nov., on.kis own n/zowzmr the dete cetion” of
the zlleged fracture of the sacrum was made. an
. this a feature of intuébt ornott  Ifitwas nm 'm in-
teresting 1e'1ture, it was not of lmpormnce But th‘\t it
- was of importance, and therdmeul JInterest, is p;o»cd
by the fact of Dr. Mackelcan®s stoutly maintaining the
correctness. of that opinion to private friends in Hamil-
ton, a fortnight before' Mr. F.'s decease; and ?5ven at
the post-moriem. L\ammanm and his attcnpxeu justifi-
“cation of it now. I ask Dr. Mackelean if; cven
accordance with his promise, his duty to the  previous
attendant” was fanhfully nd honomabl) fulfil} co in thxa.
matter,
There are several m‘lltma of trmme momu‘tmho-
duced into the I‘up] which are unw orthv ol notice,
in an especial manner; my desire is- to confine myself]

in

az much as possible, to the ethical bearings of the case.

How far now Dr. l\I’chcIcan’s conclusions, so salis-
.10(01} to himself; are, cven on his own showing, borne
out, the rcaders of this Joumm are perleetly com-
petent to (orm an opmmn. ‘mu on their unbir Mcd Judg-
ment, T am content fo vest the case. Dr. Mackelean is
wrong in supposing that 1 desired to injure his-profes.
sionaf reputation in this matter.  Dr. packelcan huzarded
an opinion in Oppo'iitiun to ihat of {burphysiciunéin
this eily.
own scukmg. Ass

T atfair was onc of his
sue was ;u-rmd upen tlv‘ post.mortem
examination, the mrl_/ fest.  That. cxamination

,unq,dnd (unwlcnn'r

He did 50 om.nI}

lyits

proved that Dr, \i'uhc can was

the whole case and its coneomitant: ,“::.'osslp/ wrong.”
0D, Mackelcan chooses o oy fhx,,n
expect to gather figs,

Let not Dr. Mﬂckelmn mis undcx&mnl e B taz\e no
umbrwc at_his entertaining an’ opxmon dlﬂu'cnt {rom
mine, or from that of others in given rases.

Bl ,zc c.:m“n;u\;ll}

© To his
‘ opmmm he has a. perfeet vight; but he has' o rmht to
‘give utterance. to them in ways' whxch tend to the pre-
judice ‘of those brother- practitioners, from whom’ hc
"chooses to dnﬁ‘er. This 1s the ground of offence. - I‘he
convcmmn'lhtlcs of professional intercourse r cseribe cer-
tain 1ule< in these cases; which control the physician the
moment’ lxe enters the professmn ;and to which it is both
his interest and his duly ‘o contorm.  Were these obliga-
sions faith muv and hﬂxmlw i v dis c'l

Lmtujmtwn of « Cancerous Breast muler the I -eflucncr’ oj szlomfa: me U012

zas {or mu\ln'u,hu‘, for wn.ch Dr. Ma(kclc'\n
worbid relish; would be ‘re-

d:ufv
would.appear to have
cognised as among the things that ﬂppmhmcd o crudel‘

il

state of society ; l)\(’} are a biot upon the nscutcheon of
the science; . and; in ulmost every instance avise out of
the very practice which'l have endcavow&.d to re pfo'
bate, and® which has beén | done, Dr. M'xckelcun may
hehe\e me, fur less }xpoxy ~rivate, th‘at upon pubhn,

T

vroundu. . ‘ ~ ,
T have onh, in wnchmon, to ohccrvc, thai, sensﬂ‘]o
of tlw delicacy of my position as Editor of this Journal
the. 1ppe'uancc of these remarks is consequent upon the
opinions of a numbesr of medical gentlemen 'in’ this city,
whom I.s evqmtelv consulted as to the propnew of
aswering Dr, Macl elc'm s letter at ail,
AL IiALt. )
an. x"';v._n\('rmp;m()\: OF A CANCEROUS
o S"‘ UNDER THE INLUENCE OF '
C[ILORO"ORT\
- By J. Cuayeerny, Esq, M.D.
Notw:(hst«ndm« that the use of chloroform as an
anwsthetic agent h'w heen vufﬁclcmh’ tested, to prove
its wonderful eficcts .in alleviating the quﬁermgs of

enfortunate patients under p'umul and difficult sux'glml
operations—still, i’ you deem the t"ollowuvr case of
suflicient importance, you are.at liberty. to pubhsh it.
Mrs. B,y a widow lady, residing at St. Armand Fast,
hnd, for several months,
largement of the lefl mamma, which quickly assumed
Having placed hevseli under my
cave on the 6th instant, 1 decided to extirpate.it. - Ac-
afier ‘previous preparatory . (reatment, 1
pmwodcl on the 17th instant, assisted by Dr. Brig-
hamy, of Philipsburg, and D Barnam, of Vrelighsburg,
to perform this operation, \\'Imh, hexuo{mo, would’
have been so painful to the unfortunate pationi—first
placing Mrs. B. nnder tm, n,iinencc of vhlomform.
Afier exhibiting i for a fow: minites, she fell into the
usual state of x.v:cm\nlulm i lhon commenced the
operation by making a semi-circulari nu,mon, exposing
the pectoral muscle, at the upper | circumizrence of the
gland, and meeting it by a couc:pondmg” incision.
arcund the inferior urcumfcu,ncc. The \uh’ola mnass
was dmsccted out thhout the least appear’mce ol
sufleri ing on the part of the p'ment. _The enlire ope- .
ration (usua]ly a tedious one), m(-ludmﬂ' the ! securing
of the m(crmc. onIy o-"cupu.d 1hc «pqcc of ﬁ\' mx-
nutes. e : X o
By means of this extmhu‘iimry <uh<iancé, T was'
for the first time enabled to perfmm an nnpleasam

heen :-uﬂumg mth an en-
a schirrons state.

c(u‘dinﬂ‘l\'

‘onen‘wn wlahnm ncﬂ,m.\nn

reed, ‘v‘um* for

C torture to the unbappy
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follows similar surgical opcrations.
give the reault of this case.

© Ant. XXXVL—ANGULAR DEFORMITY

i

it

e £
Case of Angular Deformily of the Leg.

sufferer, for whlch physician as well as pauent have

great reason o be thankful. In the prescm case, the

‘lady, on waking ﬁ'om the stupox, comp]amed of no

pain, and '1ppeared as easy as if roused from a refresh.
ing sleep, inquiring, with surprise, if her breast had
been actually removed. . She has continued in a per-

. fectly quict state, and free ['rom the usual irritation

and disturbance of the system th'u almost invariably
! may hereafter

Frelxghsburﬂh July 20, 1848.

OF THE LEG

AFTER FRACTURE ‘ o
By Hamyerr !hu., M. R.C

.The following. account of an operanon recently per-

formed for the purpose of remedying a case of very
great angular deformity of the leg after. fracture, will be

. 8. L, B}lov.n.

: doublymleleatmg, from the fact, that the party is the in-
,dividual who was the plaintiffin the case, © Kelly versus

Van Cortlandt,” which was so ably reponted in a late

" number of vour journal:—

I was called to attend James Kelly in June, 184/,
havmgbeen mnformed he had a tree thrown across his
leg some nine weeks previously, which had been broken
about ns,muldle that the leg ‘had been set by the

. surgeon who attended him, but that it was not yet knitt-

On visiting him, 1 found
There

ed, nor was it at all straight.
fhmgs pretty much as had been repre«ented

“evidently had been a fracture of the tibia and fibula
"about the middle third of the leg; there was considera-

ble attempt at union, but owing to the leg having latterly

‘had too much liberty from one very short sp}mt that |

found applied thereto on' the inner side. of the tibia, very
great angular_deformity existed ; and from its having
laid in this position for some time, the' defonmt_', was to
such an extent, that a linc carried from the internal con-

~dyle of the femur, and striking the side of the calf; would

leave. an interval ‘of about four inchesand a half he-
tween the continuation of such line and the inter nal
malleolus, which, in ordinary cases, it -would strike; it

~appeared to have been ongmally a simple fracture, but

at this period the angle formed by the ends of the bones
nearly protruded’ through the. integumients, or, at all

_events, the pressure of a straight solid splint was caus-

ing absorption of the soft parts, and was producing the
same results. Notwithstanding the unfavourable posi-

“tion of the leg, partial union had taken place, and I.en-

deavoured, but unsuccessfully, to remedy the deformity.
by adjusting the limb and applying two long. lateral
splints that 1 considered more. eligible. for the purpose ;
but, although T applied steady pressure by tightening the
bandageb, it was impossible to straighten the deformity
more than one_inch, nouwithstanding so' much pressure
was used as eﬂ'euually to prevent sleep for two nights;

.and at this time, such was the tenacily of the integu-

ment and state of the man’s health, from long confine-
mcnt and bad mlpplv of food that ! did not. thmk it

L

justifiable to attempt a ﬂréater amount ol’ force in break-
ing it asunder.

After six weeks the union was Lomp!cto, and the man
began 1o hobble about on crutches, but his progressive
powers were limited to this kiud\o[f locomotion up to a
tew weeks back. ' I saw no more of him until about
three months ago, when he had commenced the action
above alluded to, and he talked of going to Montreal to
see if any. surgeon there would undertake to straighten
his leg b) bxeakmg it again. 1 was of opinion that it
would be useless: that a picce of hone of the shape of
the letter V must be rcmmed from it, and that after the.
action was over, I would undertake the. operation, to
which he most cheerfully assented. - Accordingly, on the
17th May, I performed the following ‘operation :—The
patient having been extended on a Ioncr box, some chlo-
roform was applied, by means of a hollow sporige, in-the
usual way—it speedily took eflect, and in about three
minutes insensibility was perfect.  Having previously
applied a tourniquet over the femom! artery, and the
leg being firmly held by two d\\t\ldms, I commenced
the operation by m'llﬂna au incision with a scalpel, be.
gmmng at a distance of about haif an inch behind the
inner angle of the tibia, and about one inch above the
spot where T destined to take out a piece, of that bone,
and continuing it downwards two inches and a half or
s0, in the same direction. Another incision was then
carried from over the anterior angle of the tibia,to join
the preceding one in its middle, thus forming the leiter
T;and the two flaps were dissected back, leaving o
good sized triangular space of the fascia, &e., exposed
for further opcxat:on [ next divided the fascia at the
‘anterior angle of the tibia, -and carefully sep'lr'x(ed the
muscles from the bone. down to the interosseous liga-
ment, and cllected the like purpose on the internal
'mgle posteriorly to the same tissue; then a bluntish
scalpel was pushed through the iuterosscous ligament,
and, on its withdrawal, the handle of a silver spoon was
inserted there to protect the vessels'from injury from the
saw which was now called inio execution. I had enter-
tained some fears of wounding the posterior tibial artery .
by sawing from the tibia towards the fibula, or from
without inwards, so had prepared a carpenter’s keyhole
saw, which was introduced through the opening in the
interosseous ligament, and then sawed from within the
hones outward. In a short time the tibia was con-
pletely divided, and this part of the operation was re-
peated, carrying the saw ina slopm"ducumn ‘outwards,
whereby a portion of the entire substance of the tibia
was removed of a V shape, the apex having beer in
fe]]owslnp with the fibula, and the broader extremity to
the opposite side of conrse.  The excision of this picce:
of bone was not vet suflicient to allow the leg to be
straightened, as it recoiled immediately ; force was dis-
continued, owing to the firmness and clasticity of the
fibula, whxr‘h f had anticipated.  The next step was
therefore to divide this laticr, bone, which, however, was
most deeply imbedded in muscle, from' the foot being so
much turned out,and, consequently, required so wide an
incision to reach .it, that very ncarly were the two in-
cisions on the outer and inner side of the limb contmuj
ous; I sur'ceeded atlenuth in sawing it half through, and’
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then, wnh a gcnlle 1erl\, mppcd it off, and immedi iately

had the s’lthﬁcuon 02 \ccmo the !en ‘most perflctlv

straightened.® ‘ :
Thus far in the opemxon

O')

~ae

minutes had beun ex-

‘pended during which time the chloroform was applied | -

atvery short intervals, and was continued, in ail 43
minutes, the remainder of which was occupied in ap-

plying aumr{* dressing the wounds, and fitting it up se-|

curcly on &mc»bm) s Fracture Apparatus with lateral
* splints. I was fearful of discontinuing the use of the
chiloroform before all these operations were ‘completed,
lest he might become te<tnc as the influence of the
" chloroform vanished, and send his nearly divided leg to
the other end of the room ; however, there Wwas no ex-
citement of this kind. . He recovered from’ its . effects
just as a man awaking from quiet sleep, and s2id he had
experienced no pain whatever.  About a quart of blood
vas lost by the operation as'the tourniquet wds not
tightened ; no'vessel of any size was wounded, not a
ligature was applied ; and in the after treatment, which
‘consisted only in l-.eepmg him on the inclined plane for
about eight weeks, there was not a bad ‘symptom, with
the‘exception of :m attick of dysentery at the end of
five weeks, which lasted him eight or ten days, during
which time, of course, all further improvement was
arrested in’ the process of union already begun; but
now, at the end of the ninth weck, the union of the|g
hones is so far advanc)ed, and ﬂn, wounds so nearly
healed, that he is commencing to kop about on crutches,
and there is litle doubt that afier a time he will be :lble
to walk almost as well as ever, as there is not much
«hortenmg, perhaps about three-eighths'of an inch, and
the limb is as straight as a line. "The measurement of
that piece of the tibia which is reinov ed, would he ac-
curately deseribed by imagining an isosceles triangle, the
base of which would be three qu'ntm\ of an inch, and
the 2 apex the ordinary transverse diameter of the bone
~above its middle. T feel mysell much indebted to my
xucdu‘al confréres Inr their assistance on'this occasion,
Dr. Horne, Stafl’ Surgeon; f‘l. A I\Ior.son, and Dz.
Newton of Quebec.,

In reference lo chloroform, thlnn the I'M ten dau I
have again had occasion to avail myself of |its lru]y
wonderful eflects in a case of amputation of ‘the Jeg, in

“consequence of severe compound fracture.  [is efiects
were equally satisfactory.

B)tnwn, July ll, 1619. »

.No. 1.—The Medical Pr rchlmnc)s’ and
Students® Library. The Principles and Practice of Aid-

. wifery: by Joux Tucksr, M. D.,—Professor. of . the
“Principles "and_Practice of Medicine,~with numerous
illustrations. Philadelphia, Lmdsav & Blaklslon, 1848.
Sm'ill Svo. ;. pp-. 400. ‘
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Ttisa plcasuro o us to wuuese the elmrl madv b_)
_the. publishers of the “ Medical Practitioners’ and Stu-

+ * The ea w used on this oceasion wasa metacarpal saw,  Hey'a
“faw would answer rauch better for dividing the  fibula as ‘it will
‘work'in about one-third of the space mqmred for another saw,
:and, consequently, the incision through the perenei muscles, &c..
need not be of near the same estent. ‘Ihe reason for snappmg
(off the fibnla was to prevent the further destruction of the. #uft
purts with the sealpel for more room for the saw.. | o

dents’ Library” to advance the cause of medical
science, by phcmfr within the reach of pr'lcuuoncrs
and students, works upon the \'(‘.I‘IOIIS m)pont'mt
branches of thur profession.”
Two of their publications have reached.us ; a'ld lhc
first of the series is the work before us, ueatmfr upon
the important subject of ’\hdwxim_) :
The several physiological quesiions connected thh
this sulject are concisely 'n*nnrvcd and detail the
latest information on the several points. We more
particularly allude to the subjects of menstruation, ge-
neration, utero.gestation, and tlu., \'aI‘IOLb quc:tnona
counccted with lhc ovim.

While' expressiug an npinion ‘on the ‘merits of the
work, 'we desire to act xmpaltull"- and it is not

through any feelings ol hypereriticism, when we state
‘the: worl exhibits evidence of

that, in mzm) pLU'C
hasty composition, hoth with reference to its style
and matter. Thus the author, when describing the
effeets produced on the uterus by pregnancy, obsurves,
that “the uterus will rise more lapldlv in harrow
pelves than when the excavation is contracted,”

(page 119).  Among the modes of detecting preg-
nancy, the author alludes to dalleltement in the fol-
lowing terms :—¢ This is a passive movement of the
l‘oclu:, obtained by placing the hand on’ the' hypo-
eastriem, while the finger of the other, introduced into
the vaging, must force up suddenly the presenting por-
tion of the foetus which will be found resting on’ that
portion of the uterus comprised between its cervix and
the symphysis pubis. This movement is_dependent
on physical causcs, so that when the impulse is sud-
denly and quickly given to the presenting portion of
the foetus by the fn'rcx in the vagina, the movement is
feit by the hand p"ucd on the .Lbdomu), ‘—(page 120).
The zuthor, here, reverses the mode in which this

aperation is usually performed, and converts a test ol

fueility inio onc of comparative difficulty.
thor’s remarks on the development of the uicrus during
pregunancy, en page 129, we quote the following inac-
curacies,—* But ot only does the bulk of the organ.
uu,rc%m})ul its size, as we shall presently see,
chang ges areatly.”—We presume the, author means
form or paricet tal thickening.

o the au~ |

Aguin, ¢the vaginal por--

tion of the cervix js anhcr to lhc wouch than in the un-+

nnprom'ucd state, when it is hard and cartilagenous.”

Instances of these inaccuracies and melcganucs of

expression might be muliiplied.  We adduce them to

prove ‘that the. work is not [anltless.

The practical.

(Iop'ntmcnt is'not characterised by the . .same faults. -

Its descriptions are'clear and concise, and the rulcs of .

practice and treatment judieious.
No.

s

~eT

]"[cmcn[s of Gencral ]’atholow" by ALFRED

.Stinie, M. D., Professor of Pa!holooy and the Praclice '

o of Medicine, in the Philadelphia ‘Medicel Association.

Philadelphie, ansev & Blalueion, 1818 Small Svo.,_

. pp- 483,

This valuable wurk is the sccond 0[' thc senu, ‘

we  can . conﬁduuly recommend it “to our
a5 one of the” most complete. and accur-

and
readers
ate works on the ‘:l.b]em.

on “medical mnh. s highly creditable: to ns adthor,

‘The introductory chapter. .
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nml m'll c.lh,u.'ur‘d 10 eucoum"" a more strict a nd

-lomc‘d methad of reasoning on medical Ruh;c(.{a. We

are glad to find that Ainerican physiciank are now
occupied in lumﬂmﬂ‘ out original treatises, and not. ay
herotofore; o (.\ucmhmr their taluvn, :mﬁ time in repub-
lv'hmn' editions of mmah works, of which i‘u,z-- own

' n(m,s.unl ehservations, not unirequently, constitute the
anly '."zhm e .)ummh. -f:d have mnch p.«..uun
Cin acl\nnwle«ly « that the of . 5ilid s, In our

- opinion, superior o iy eiher on the same s suiject in
the Banglish langnage w ith which we are funiiiar

TSI T LTS
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of -
e

a
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'l‘he two mz‘vhc'uw‘xe which wu Lave noticed, do
areat credit to the publishers.  Thujs '.,m_f:ra;:‘x'c.ll

u.(-cuuon m (,vr'l-"(‘x.nrrlv x.v..t, aud

ART. I&"(\\'I!l.—uectzzres on Yfllow hm, ré‘s-{'aigses,
- Pathology, and Treciment ; by 3. Basrivus, b
United States Navy, '“l*xl'-dd,:hx. . 1848, 0p.. 69,

- After secing and troating n great many edses of
yellow fever, Dr. Hastings has published an ‘animated
2nd excellent account of this hspartant ma h\}v. His| .
descriptions, like all thuse drawn from. nature, have
that freshness which-is sometimes wanting in the

- works of systematic authors. who may not have had
oppoxtumtlm of sccing the disease. He- considers
that'the fever arises onlv from malaria—from alluvial
marshy grotind altcmawlv b mng overflowed and being

lefi'uncovered by water——that it'is not inf fectinus 5 that
it is a fover allicd to intermittent and remittent fovers;
lhat one is liable, 10 seee ond, third, and more attacks of

; ‘that'black vemit is blood that has oozed from the
mucous membrane oi ﬂu, stomach, and been 'u-u,u on
hy the muriatic acid in the stomach.

Its Symptoms are nnnr, {fever, injected eyes; prin in
the head, back, and legs, a tender opw:a.s'rmm, mmit-
ing, awd lll.u'h vomiting. :

- Hs Morbid . ‘77L!ll07llj is iuwl\unng and ha uI suing ol
the membranes of the brain and spinal marrow, firm.

* ness and discoloration of the liver, aui ﬂnr:iwmu'f atd

sphacclus of the mucous membrane of the stomach.
its Treatment is blecding. purgation, piyalism, 2nd

Dlisters over the stomach mud liver; these io b dreased

\V"h thercur Idl lllllli!h.llf l"l’(""’rﬂt" I]d "\H"l"ll it cor.

tain cases [or the \'nnuim«' “The abbve s the fira
part of the !zcalnwm but the secomd s as nnpmt wni,
and requires more skill and diserimination.; al this

‘is to leave off' the rerducing plan, and to zuk»p' the - stip. ;
portmfr and stimulating mothm % and o bo-carelil that]
106 active treatment.and ovm-m(-d]c.mou, do t.ot over-|.

whelm the vis medicatriz nature.”
" We have not observed any allusion to. (ixc s:xlme
1trcatmcnt nor to the: uso of quinine, although its as-
.sumed malarial origin points to. 1he latter mullcmo,
‘Dr.. H. notices thc opinions of '!"er«ru';sou, Lind,
Wilson, and others. | We consider his criticism on
Dr. Wilsoti to be erroncous ; for ccr(’unlj, if «lec.zymg
wood, in.« marsk, he wllnwcd to ‘be a cause of fover, it
must be the same in a siu[:. Alarge v'np iu a tropical
climate, with many of its i-mbcre, &e., in: o state of
. decay, and 'those at the bottom of the hold always
cevered with i vorying qnantiyy of hilge sater, becomes

Lcttuu.s o h/!ol 1' “uer, &..
3

the p.tper B:’.LLIICRL. ‘

L, |

po'tvcﬂg qu.hmud ‘to ('.mm, l"c\'c‘
hoard. .

We ue.'ulxl) fecomend Dx. u.xstmgs hrwﬂmt 'lhlc
Hsgay lo the netice of .all naval, military, or civil sur.
weons, whose lines may be cast wrthm the hmlls of
thv )c‘lm: ard. :

lhmc o

_— - '

B3 X\\}\ - }/zq»em:n’m 3y and Ther apcvhml ﬁcmnm
brancer, comprising the entire Lists of Materia Medica,
prc;:amtmn.. and compounds,-with a Sull dnd distinct ver-
sion of every pruclical jor muln. as aulhorised by the Lon-

. dony Edinburgh and Dublin C’ollcrrc uof, Physicians, iz the

telest, Editions of their several: Plumnacopcu.s, &c.: by
Jonk Mayne, B D., L. & C. S., Edinburgh. " Revised
with the addition, of the' Formule of -the United Stales
Pharmacopeie, &¢. : by R, EeLEsFELD GRIFFITH, M.D,, .

- Phila -!e:phm. L»d&}ﬁa-xchard 1848. bm'xll 8vo; pages

3qu. | ;

“The ohject .xhxd: the: .uxthor had -in l.h, worL ‘before |
u:, may, be gleaned from the prdz!ce 10 §t, viz., to make
“an ﬂbm]g"\. 1nmc.xc.:‘. formulary of ! ¢ three British
P Pharmacopaias; and this in addition te 2 full amount of’
colleative in forn..‘t on as fo the uses, &e., of the medi-
cings, and other’ important points relating to remedial

ans and appliances,  Another feature of originality,
which, it is ex nef..tcd, will prove. highly serviceable, is
the mtmdnctmn, wherever deemed requisite, of extem-
porancous !mxum into the work, intended to assist the ’
practitioner’s memory, by kuggc.suom of ferms and com-
binntions u'uul saitable for the medicinal ‘sulistances. to
which they are annexed.”  The addition of the officinal
articles and processes of the Anited States Tharma-
capiia, by the ‘American editor, cnvnph,wa the puhhoa-
tica. ’Ihe plan is based npon the ‘therapeutical action
of the warivnis articles of the Materiu Medica, thus faci: |
Innluw a‘vefevense 1o bledicines productive of similar
action, while ender iw difterent heads they are all ar.
ranged alphabeticafly. Do ¢irillith has, in our opinion, -
efiected a decided | improvement upow the original, and
to p«'n,l tioners in this country, ax well as to those in
the United’ Rtates, it presents elaims to especial cor-
sidoration, 8s heing an execlient"epitome of the four
Apido.Saven' Pharmacopivtas, :

AnrcNLe Ve Young Stelhose npisi : ar, 'Ilu* Neudenl’s Al
Cio duscullation ; h\ Huney J. Bownrien, M. . one of

he Pliysicians of,the Massachusetts {eneral Hospital,
Beeond edition. Ncw York, Samuel 5. & William Wood,
1848, Smnaldl Svo. 5 'pages, 303,

As far as it "'Ot“w, this treatise us nccuml( by nnd will ]
assist the' «iuduul ; but we are of «)punon, that if aus.
cultation be:af mluc in dingnosis,it is worth the trouble
of hecoming fully infimate and f'mnlmr with its prin-

Yeiples and dlﬂlculeS, and on this account we do not

think - very highly of the above treatise, as-we do not.
consider it c'\p.zldc of communicating any-but the most,
supvrﬁu.ﬁ kunowledzre on the :.uhjccl.. Tt caunnot bear
cnm]mxbn'x avith, lim treatiscs of Walshe, “Cowen,
Racihorski,! %mth and Roze- André, or Hnrrhos, and
as these works are deservediy popnhr, -and, moreover;
cheay, wo o uet think thcre was much necessity for

the spuearapce of the @ § muw SHtath L&foi!"i i b‘“ ns
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the work has reached asecond e ition, it would appear
to have become afavoritd with the class ofreaders for
whem it was infended. R o

. Art. XL1— Oa the Blood end Urine: by Joix Winiiax
- Grrrrrming M. DG FOLOS, &es G Owes Rexse, M. D,
FR.S. & PGS, &eopoand’ Averep Manxwiek, M.D.,
&eo, in one volume. " Philadelphia, f.ea & Blanchard,

1848,  Small Svo. ‘ o
In the above manual, the reader is wed with o
"reprint of three of the Lest works in the Euglish lan-
_muage, on the subjeets of which they treat, viz.:
& {rifiith on the Usine and Blood,” “ Reese on Bléod
and Urine in’ Health and Discase,” and * Markwick
on the Urine in Health and Discasze.?  These several
works have bLeen highly esteemed; and in the manual
before us, the Ameriean publishers have given « reprint
of the Intest editions of ench.” -~ - 7 "
To those practitioners who are: anxious {0 know
what chemistry and the microscope have done' for me-
dical science, or who are desirous to acquire a know-
ledge of -theso. two, powerful ¢ids to dingnosis and
treatment, we;strongly recommend this manual.  Like
~-most American reprints, it contains numerous . typo-
graphical errors ; but we must overlook this, when we
recoilect that wo have three treatises neatly *bound
together, and well printed on good paper,for less than

~ the English copy of any one of them would cost.

furnished with

PRACTIGE OF MEDICINE AND

PATHOLOGY,

Ona Case of Death caused by the Inkulalion of Chloroform ;
by M. Gorrg, Surgeon-in-Chisf'to the Hospita! of Boulogne ;
" Corresponding Member of the deademy of Medicine, Paris :
‘before the Academy of "Bledicine, July 4, 1818, —Mille.
Stack, a person 30 .years of age, well {ormed, enjoyed
habitually good health. I ought:{o state, however, that she
had, consulted me some months, previously for- palpitation.
which appeared to me to depend on a chlorol e, aud on
which preparations of iion had the happiest effect. 'Her
health since then had experienced na change. . .
Seme weeks since she was thrown out of 'a carriage, and
besides some contusions, ‘the. tesult of the fall, she was
Swounded in the thigh by a splinter of wood, which made its
way heneath'the skin, without leaving any trace besides a
very small laceration, and the presence of which was not
then recognized.  Her medical attendant applied some
_lecches over this point. Fluctuation being soon manifest,
_he proposed an incision, bt the patient refused. Some days
afterwards pus escaped in some quantity through a s[ionm-
© Neous opening, and as the sappuration did not cease, | was
called to the case. 1} easily made her understand that a free
incision was necessary for her complete recovery. She now
- consented, but on condition that I should put her under the
influence of chloroform. T hiad no veason to refuse her re-
quest. I went next day with some chloroform, the good
“quality of which cannot b doubted, as it was supplied from
 the Chemical Laboratory of Quesneville, L
T found my young patient in her'wsual good spirits, free
from all fear ; her usual medical attendant was present, and
a midwife, to render assistance. - Fverything being ready
for the operation, in itself very insignificant, I placed over
the nostrils of the patient a handkerchief moistened with
from fifteen to twenty drops at the most of chloroform. , -
Scarcely had she taken several inspirations, wlen she put
ber hand' on. the handkerchief fo withdraw i, und cled

Death cansed by the Inhulution of Cilorofurm.

with a plaintive voice, « [ clioke P?. Immediately the face
became pale 5 the conntenance changed ; the breathing em-
barrassed 5 and she foamed at the mouth. At the same in-
stant (and that certainly iess than a minute after the begin-
ning of the inhalation) the handkerchief moistened with
chloroform was withdrawn.. But, persuaded that the bad
symploms were only evaneseent, and that it would suffice
for thie elfect to cease 1o’ have suppressed the cause, § has-
tened to pass a diveclor into’the small fistulous wound in the
thigh, and to lay open the abscess in its whole extent—that
is to say, between two and. three inches—and 1 withdrew
{rom the bottom of the wound a smnall, thin, and pointed
splinter of wood.  During tiie infinitely shert titae occupied
by, tnis little' operation, sy colleague scught by every
méans (o remedy the threatening annibilation of life. T
joined bim, and hoth of us put into force, with activity, ‘the
measures most likely te prevent a fatal issue. o
Fuictions upon the femples and the precordial region,
throwing cold water on tie face, tickling the fauces with a
{eather, blowing air into the air passages, ammonia to the
nostrils, everything that'it was possible to do in such a case
was tried by my colleague wnd myself, during more than
two hours.  We were witling to believe that there was only
a suspension, not an abolition of the sensorial functions. It
‘seemed impossible that the inhalation of so minute'a quantity
of the anzsthetic agent curing so short a time, (not, indeed,
caleulated by -the ‘wateh, but certainly not more then a
minule) had been suificient to extinguish life. Our efforts
were vain! .. Lo o
This death, though we clung to the belief that it was but
apparent, was real ; and it had been so prompt, that atready
it was without doubt complete at the moment when I made
the incision.” 1lcan-only give a just idea of the lightning-
like rapidity with which it was produced, by saying that it
recalled to me most accurately, death from the accidentul
introduction of air into the veins. T'he details of the .very
minute examination give value to this analogy, the idea of
which struck me when observing the symptomaltic expression
of the Inst moments of life, ‘ v
- Autopsy, 21 hours ufter death.—Exterior aspect,  The
right side of the face presents several Iavge eschars, the skin
heing as it were parehment-like ; these eschars are due fo
the ammoniacal frictions made to recal life.  Complete
rigidity of the limbs; cornea dully abdomen distended with
gas 3 abloed-slained bandage covers 2 wound at the internal
superior part of the right thigh. Y ‘
Head—Scarcely any blood flows from the enlancous in-
cision.  The superior longitudinal siuus is empty 3 the veins.
on the convex surface of the hrain ave not engorged, buf
they present this remarkable peculiatity, that the column of
Blood is hoken every bere and “there by babbies of gas.
These veins when punctuted, collapse, owing to the cscape
of the gas. 'There is ‘also afr in the veins at the base of the
skall. “Numerous bullie of air eéseaped with the blood from
the ophthalmic veins, the cavernous sinnses, and the inferior
cerebral veins. The Iateral venticles contain a moderate
quantity of serum. The substance of the brain is fum; no
drops'of blood escape on cutting into it. b o
“The air.escapes, bubbling up in the midst of a remarkahly,
black and very fluid blood, from the . internal.saphena and
the left crural veins. ' The cruial artery is entirely empty.
The right thigh presents,on the inner side of it, in'the
upper part and somewhat backiwards, a wound made in.
opening an abscess, This wound, made through the skin
and cellular tissue, is stained with black blood 5 the vena
saphena iz at a distance from the incision, and could nat
have been touched by the bistoury. The universal presence
of air in the circulatory system called for 2 careful examina-
tion of the hlood-vessels near the wound : dissécted with the
greatest care, they are found te be perfecily entire. ‘

Chest,The lings, ¢specially the feft, ave yoluminousy
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and visibly engorged in the lower lobes. When cat into a
large quantity of very black fluid blood escapes. Remark-
ahle crepitation 5 pulmonary vesicles Jilated by the air blown
in during the last moments of life, with a view to re-animate
the patient, supposed to be'in a state of asphyxia. Neither
interlobular nor subpleural emphysema; the tracheal mucous
membrane is of a bright red ; complete absence of froth in
the bronchi; some amount of serum in the pleura and peri-
cardium ; heart excessively flaccid, of the usual size; right
- and left cavities absolutely empty.  Not the smailest clot
cither in the auricle or between the fleshy columns of the
ventricles ; frothy blood in the orifice of the ascending cava.
‘The pulmonary veins, opencd near the auricle, allow a little
blood to escape, mixed with air. The internal membrane of
the heart, especially of the right cavities, is red.  Its tissue
is pale, and tears easily. - o ‘ .

Abdomen.—Liver very voluminous, its' colour like the
‘lees of wine ; on cutting into ityair bubbles out of the vessels
along with much black and fluid blood ; the intestines are
distended by fetid gas. . The spleen is gpftened, and is,
gorged with blood ; on pressure, several bubbles of air escape
“trom its substance. oo . :

In closing the account of this autopsy, T have particularly
to notice, that the blood was blacker than il s in simple
‘asphyxia. - It was literally as bleck es ink. The above

. post-mortem appearances ‘lead :ine tothe following conclu-
_sions, which I submit to the consideration of the academy :
.. Mlle. Stock did not, properly so to speak, die from as-
physia. According to all probability, her death was due to
syncope, ‘caused by the sndden suspension of the cerebral
functions under the influence of chloioform.. ,

The presence of air in the venous system cannot be ex-
plained by the introduction of air into a vein imprudently
opened’ when the incision was made in the thigh, The
incision being altogether superficial and cutaneous, could
not reach a vein of large size. I ' ‘

Nor yet was it the artificial respiration which caused the
air to find its way into the cirenlation through the ruplure
of the pulmonary cells; for at the moment when the artifi-
cial respiration was resorted {o, life was extinguished, if' it

_had.pot been already abolished, and the action of the ‘left
_side of the heart had ceased.” Co
. ‘Thas, by shutting out other causes, one must admit, as
the most probable view, the spontaneous formation of air in
the veins, - Was' this fluid produced during life, or after
death ? T o e
‘Morgagni relates cases of sudden death, in.which the
_auntopsy revealed a large accumulation of. air in the heart
and great vessels, without any possible external origin,  In
‘these cases decomposition Had net commenced, and no organic
change accounted for the death. M. Ollivier (d’ Angers)
has related analogous examples, which led him to adinit the
possibility of the disengagement of a gasecus fluid during
life, which kiils after the same manner and with the same
rapidity as if air had penetrated -accidentally through the
opening of a venous trunk contiguous to the heart.
. T am consequently induced to think that the above case
must be added to'those singular cases of pncumalosis related
. by Mery, Litire, Morgagrl, and, among ourselves, M. Olli-
-vier (d’Angers). - In this case, it appears to me, that the
1apidity of ‘the. death is due to a complication of causes—
- namely, first, to the special’ deleterious influence of the
" chloroform upon’ the brain, which led, as the immediate
. consequence, to the abolition: of .the sensorial functions;
and secondly, to the spontancous: development of gaseous
fluid in the circulatory system,’the probable result.of the
“hitherto  unexplained action of the ethers upon ke blood,
_under the circamstances related. e
" - Whatever may be the value of this explanation, one thing
is cértain, resulting from the case just related, and from that
Teported in the Lancet, that the chloroform, in ceitain kinds

of constitution, which it is absolutely impossible for the man
of science to recognise, may cause death with alightning-
like rapidity. Even in experienced hands, there is no cer-
tain safegucrd against the unfortunate consequences of this
agent, which only too well justify the words applied by M.
Flourens to chloroform, ¢ a marvellous and terrible agent.”

Fipally, the dangers indicated by ;M. Bouisson of Mont-
pellier, and Sedillot of Strasburg, are but too real, and in
face of the dangers now so thoroughly realised, it would be .
the highest impradence still to employ chlorofom, as has

been ‘done hitherto, for insignificant operations—such as the
drawing of teeth, opening an abscess, and the application of

a mosa. . In future, chiereform should only be exhibited for .

great operations. In' fact, important advantages only can
compensate for the risk incurred by the patient—a risk

spection. e

M. Vernpeav.—There are two things to be considered in
relation to the case just related—the case itself, and the

consequences to'be derived from it. The case is singular,
isolated,’ and so"much the more extraordinary, that instead

of 15 or 20 drops of ehloroform heing placed over the nostrils’

of patients previously to operation, there is usually as much

necessarily : incurred even in acting with extreme circum-

as {Tom 2 to'3 drachms. And yet no accident of importance-

ocenrs.  Remak, that such instances may now be related
by thousands.

would reject this-agent ; ‘although, indeed he could not, for
the patients themselves would insist upon its use. The
chloroform is, 1 say, free from danger, except perhaps where
its' use is teo much prolonged, and even in such cases the
means nsed to recall the patients to themselves must go for
something. L L :

1 am not, then, convineed that the death of this case can

he altogetherattributed to the chloroform. M. Gorré aseribes .

it to syncope. - He speaks also of the introduction of air into
the veins: I own that this appears to me very improbable ;

No eperalion is performed in the hospitals.
without the employment of chloreform, and yet the surgeon .

on one account, because nn veinof importance was wounded,

and on another, hecanse the operation was perfermed on the

thigh—very far, conscqnently, from the centre of the circu-. -

lation.  Qn the iuspection there was found, be savs, a great
quantity of ait in the vessels. Thal is not astonishing : the
inspection was not made until twenty-four howss after death,
and in the month of May, in warm weather. Perhaps there

has been a cdincidence, unfortunate without douht; but yet.

all surgeons know that’ there is no operation, however trifl-
ing, but'it may occasionally canse deatlr, I prefer this
explanation to that of M. Gorré; otherwise, we must abso-
lutely fenounce the use of chioroform in all surgical opera-
tions, great or amall. | o c B

M. Morgatv.—F am ot so cerlain as M. Velpeau of the

peifect safety of chloroforns.  Here is a case to place beside
thal refated by M. Gorré, T learn from M. Robert, surgeon
of the ITospital Beanjon, that after the employment of chlo-
roform, he was about to take the knife to.cut off the thigh,
when his patient suddenly died. I have to add that the
details. o , ,

M. Hoxnorx.—Sudden deaths at the moment of operation

casc shall be. communicated to the academy in: 2l its

have been spoken of : here is an instance, of which' 1 was,

witness.  About a year since 1 saw a patient who suffered
from very severe pain in the bladder. ~This man was ex-
cessively excitable, and of a remarkable susceptibility. M.
Civiale was called in ; hie, sounded ‘him, and' discovered 2
calculus 3 but he. showed snch excessive excitement that
M. Civiale refused tvoperate.- Somelime afterwards the

ain returned; M. Civiale was called on to operate ; he
pa 3 ‘ p g

{introduced the catheter, and the patient died suddenly. -

"M. Roux.~1 wonld first reply to M. Morcan, that before

we can reason on the case he has related—before aceusing
chleroform, we must wail for the communication of M.
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Robert. At present I address myéclf to 'the case of M.

"Gorré, although M. Velpeau has in great part said what 1
orre, g i g !

meant to say; for it appewrs that we have both received
the same impressions from this recital. ~And first, 1 declare
that if it can be proved that chloroform can, either at the
time or aferwards, directly or indirectly, compromise the

life of the patient, it would be necessary to renounce its use

withont hesitation, not only in small, but also, and stili more,
in great‘ operations ; for it cannot be permitied to the sur-
geon to add to the danger of an operation the danger of
additional steps.. But I own that I patake with M. Vel-

‘peau the doubts expressed by him as to the cause of death
assigned by M. Gorré ; and I repeat, that so many operations|.

have been performed under the influence of chloroform, aad
these operations have been o happy in their resuits, that it
would be imprudent to condemn a means so precious” for
misfortune which it possibly did not occasion. [ quéstion
whether the manner in which M. Gorré administers the
chloroforin is free fron: objection : he impregnates with it a
handkerchief or a'sponge, which he applies under the nose.
In this mannet the patient inspires the chiovoform vapour
without air, while, when inhalers are employed, the vapour
of chloroform is always diluted with air. On the other
hand, [ ask if the external air has not penetrated into the
veins, not indeed by the veins of the thigh—they are too
far from the heart—but by the pulmonary veins, which
might be ruptured in the efforts of respiration. * That the air
penetrates thus was a conjecture of Morgnani’s adopted' by

. Bichat. ' Once, a very long time since, I onened a body with
. 3 o > s C4

- quantity of air spread through the sinuses and veins.

"making a strong effort.

it right to remind you of its influence on epileptics.

Bichat ; on opening the cranium we were struck with the
We
inquired- into the employment of this man, and we learned
that he was a shoemaker, and that he died suddenly while
Bichat supposed that during this
effort the air was introduced into the venous system. Why
might it not be thus with the patient of M. Gorré ? T
" M. Bairrarcer.—1 do not pretend to give an explanation
of the unfortunate case communicated to the academy by M.
Gorré, but in relation to the dangeis of chloroform, I zh‘ink
Ve

- know, from the trials made at the Bicétre hy M. Morean,

‘that the inhalation of chloroform not-only excites epileptic

fits, but that the fits have then an extreme degree of gravity.
- A military surgeon has taken advantage of this special ac-

*sive ailments—a point which has not b

‘tried on animals. - !

tion to recognise the teality of epilepsy among the conseripts
who have'asserted themselves to be subject to that disease.

't is, then, prudent to forbid the use of chloroform in persons
afflicted with convulsive affections, and thisis a precaution
that surgeons-ought not to neglect to take. In this case the

patient had no convulsions, but foam twas observed on the
mouth. Has the chloroform excited here one of those
epileptic paroxysms that put on the form of syncope, and. in
which there are no convulsions? On this point we can
only throw out conjectures, but these conjectures would

-merit serions consideration, if the lady, aged thirty years,

who has died so suddenly, ‘had previously had any convul-
een mentioned in M.

Gorré’s communication to the academy. . " o ‘
M. Bussy asked if the quality of the chiloroform hid no-
thing to do with the death of the ease communicated by M.
Gorré. - This is worth verifying ; and it wonld be well {o
write to M. Gorré fo send'a small quantity, that it may be

M. Vereeav answered that the chloroformased hy M.
Gorré came from the laboratory of M. "Quesneville, and
everything would lead us to believe that it was very well

‘prépared. . w

" M. Giert.—I wish to 'make two. remarks, one on the

probable cause of death in this case, and another on'the

bractical and usnal employment of chloroform. B
The explanation of the death by syncope, adopted by the

author, appears 10 me inadmissable.  All the details of the
case seem to establish that the sudden death has been caused
by the introduction of air into the veins, due probably’ to
a rupture of the pulmonary vascular tissue, as in the case
cited by M. Roux. | Syucope, they say, has only negative
characters; Ibelieve, from some Incts that | have observed
carefully, that there ‘are cases in which syncope may be
characterised i the dead body by the absence of bloed in
the 1ight eavities of the heart and in the great venous
trunks ;  this is contravy’ to whai one generally sees
in the dead body, and it is explained, without doubt, by the
sudden suspension of the left side of the heart. o

Yoy the usual employment of chlorofoim, I declare that,
while [ defer {o the high surgical experience of M. Roux, I
petsist in believing that the best mode of administering it is
also the simpliest and easiest,—that which every one has at
hand, and which goed common sense peints out,—that is to

say, the use ol u handkerchief fmpregnated with chloro-:
forin, aud which it is not necessary, as M. Roux conceives,

to apply exactly overthe nostrils in such a manner 2s to
hinder the )
form, “
The inhalers employed either for the administration of
ether or ciiforoform are more or less inconvenient-and annoy-
ing,and itis to them, whether from the difficully of breathing
through thie inhalers, or the moral effect pieduced by them
on some individuals, that we must atiribute various disagree-
able 1esalts in different individuals, and the difficulty of
exciting in them the ordinary cffects of the anasthetic
agents. o ‘ o ST
M. Piotry.~—Three things have heen spoken of~- :
Ist. The intreduction of air into the veins.
fromn published experiments made by me long since on
rabbits, that the inflation of the lungs of rabbits with air
semetimes causes sudden death,— not because of pulmonary
emphysema, but from the penelration of air into the veins.
Ve find, in fact, the elastic fluid in numerous bubbles in the
heait and great vessels ; it is then piobable, but only proba-

ble, that in the adult a strong inspiration, followed by a

forced and diffieult expiration, may result in the penetration
of air into the veins, and death. o

‘24, I have rot studied the action of chloroform on the®
hysterical and cpileptie, but this T can say, that the inhala--
tion of ether, tried by myself when it was first intro- .
duced into practice'in France with a view to meet and pre-'

vent the paroxysms of hysteria, gave rise {0 terrible effects,

particularly in one female 5 and'in spite of some partial suc- "

cess, 1 have not dared to have recourse to'it anew.” .

3d. As to syncope: it would at first .be' well to know
what is meant by that word. Many organopathic states are
so named : there are some in which there is no blood in the
heart, as in death from hwmorrhage ; there are cases in which

the blood is abundant in all the cavities of the heait, while
it is deficent in.the brain ;—in fine, it mdy be that in cer- -

tain cases there is no blood in the right, while there is.blood
in the left cavities; but this is an observation which [ have
not-verified by experiments on avimals, which are here of
great importance. .~ o - o

M. Amussat remarked that he has demonstrated that sul-
phuaric ether and chloroform act both of them in the same

manner: they cause the death of unimals by asphyxia.
With regurd to the modes of administration, the most simple

mixture of air with the vapours of chloro-

It results

are most dangerous. - In every case he finds it necessary to

act with great caution. When the operation is long, he

suspends from time to time the inhalation of chloroform ; and

with this single precaution hie has never seen a fatal case;’

but he is always alarmed when the patient does not promptly :

recover consciousness. . As to the- entrance ‘of air info the
no example of

veins throngh a wound of the thigh, there is
such an oceurrence, ; .
" M. Castel correrted an inaceuracy in'languace. Death



. mark on the case the subjec! of the discussicn.

132

‘present  when
" tien heard a noise, a hissing, caused by- the penetration of

Perzscapa —On the J ’l[cdmzl and. G

e'/zual Trcatmmt uf Local Dzseases. ‘

is not caused by :Vm.o
the syncope.
- M. Rager—(,ollm'd President; asked leave to

, but by the eause wlncn producu;

make a re-
They have
spoken, said he, of the patxuxt from whom qu tren. re-
moved a large tumor seated between the shouldcm, and who
died :.uddex.h under the knife.  This circumstances has
never been related as it oct,urr.,d 1 know, for I was
it - ocewrred. . They- say that Dupuy-

airinto the vessels ; and they have put inohis mouth words,
which he never uttercu. Dupuytren did not know to w hat;
to attribute the sudden death : lie spoke at first of the ex-
haustion of sensibility ; it was not until the next day, after

-having observed tha lieart and great vessels, t!.at he suspect-
Ced the introduction of air.

M. Daval.—They have spoken, he :'ud of swcoge“‘l

‘ have been several times witness of this mo.md state ; I have

seen swoons that have lasted several minutes. ' Amonwnll
the means for bringing the patient out of this state there is
one but little known, and which I have several times found
efficacious, frictions with the essence of mint upon the

ﬂ'ums(’)—L’UnzonAId -

-ence, owing to a chlorotic state of constitution..

“The symptoms

{ To be Continued, ) o ,‘J

Paral_/sz, of thc Tongue Jw,n l’asszon.—-"‘hc following
case Is related in the Medicinische Zeitung. A man, aged
59, of delicate constitution,and choleric temperament, while

engaged in a dispute, suddenly lost the power of his speech,
his mte]!ectnal faculties, however, remaining. He was
unable from this time to move his tongue freely, or to utter
and articulate sound. Respiration, the hear’s action, the
digestive and urinary functions, were normal. Nosymptoms
of congestion of the brain were fo be observed. His phy-
sician had recourse to cleelricity, which was continued daily
for from five to ten.minutes. In the cowse of five days
the faculty of qpcech was restored. -—Jomm‘( of Psuchologi-
cal Medzcme, No. 2. '

Chlorofm m in Clzorea. Mr. Harris, of ‘v‘otcschle, relates
the. following instance of thn beneticial zifects of chiuroform
in this discase:—

" The patient was a female in her seventcenth ve?r. The
immediate cause which gave rise to her complamt was
fright, the system being douhtlcsx, predisposed o its inilu-
The ordin-
ary remedxeb——purg.mves, cither simply or in’combination
with one or other of the mineral tonies—constituted the
‘general treatment: for the first ten days of his attendance.
gave, however, no percey ptible. evidence of
any unprovemem ; the involuntary muscul'xr movements,
of "the extremitics especially, as well as those of the hce,
(causing the countenance fo be at times hideously distorted,)

" continued rather to increase than otherwise, which, together
‘with a constant slate of watchfulners by night and day,

(m spite of opiates,) contrmuted not a lxtth, to her (~\hau>hon
and suffering. - ‘
The . chloroform was used cxu) day fora wed\, pre-

serving ils inffuence with her on each’ occasion for nbout

© halt an howr, when the muscular movements became almost

‘magically arrested, aml & calim sleep was induced.  Upon

"'recovering from its inlluence, the muscles agam resumed

their” state of v\cxtemu’{, although with' decided and per-
ceptible  mitigation as tothe power and severity of action.
The nights, which before were watehful, became now, and

 withou! the aid of opiates, aevoted o slecp and’ qmdudc

Believing thai these benelicial vesults might be tairdy attii-
buted, if "ot wholly, at teast in part, to. the ¢hloroform, Mr.

- Harris coutinued - ifs employuient for another week, twice

daily, extending its influence to aa hanr each tiume mul onQ
e i > 3

few occasions to an hourand a Inlf lt ouaht to be stalcd
that the medicines were, throughout, retrulmly persisted i iny |
and doubtless might ha'.'c tended "onaxdcrab];, to share in
effecting the anvclmmhon, which by this time the symptoms
of the dxacas‘. had undergone. The chloroform had been
used rather move than a forlm'ht ; the medicines were con

;mm:d afew days longer, when the pailﬂnt became pcrtull)‘

convy L;ceul.-——Lanwt June uul
T T W M A 1 oy - A
SURBGERY.

On the Medical and $eneral TIer'lment of, Lo»ul 015883(’?, in
pmfcunfc to the Lroatment by Operation. | By Tnenas Huse,
tlernc Bay. In the carlier. days of surgery, the dread of * the
knife " o’ the part of the patient, and the timidity of the surgeon.
—at that perivd only hall an anatomist—presented 2 more than
sufficient check to the undue practice of operative surgery ; and
if the i .mprovcu anatomy of modern times has removed one ob_lec-
Lion, the pain aunndm'r the severer operations has, tll recently,
presented snother obstacle to their too frequent performance.
That obstacle, however, appears ki !\c]y to vanish undcr the very

{ @eneral use of anmsthetie agents, and there now remains no obe

{jection to operative surgery, apart from those considerations swhich
regulate all medical treatment,—viz., its’ disadvantages and dan:
gers, as contrasted with its 'ulv.mte;me or mnceessity.  There are”
indeed many operations, the propriety of which can mlv be deter.
mined by the last.named question,—viz., their urgent nccessity.
Some of these may he bighly dungerovs, extensively mutilating,
or even douhtful i their results ; vet if they prove the only aiter.
native between life and death, their pr-rﬁ;rm*mw at some risk,.
may be justifiable. - Other operations may be advantageous and
Lh"lb]u' though net absolutely necessary to life, or cven to the
recovery of the patient.  All these questions are, l.v the common
consent of the profession, refurred to what arc calied the establishe :
ed ““ principles of surgery.” Many of theee principles, and much
of the practice of modern surgety, together with the views of the
nature and trealiment of loczl disease, which prevail in our hoqpl-
tals and in infinnarics, are of reeent onigin. A large proportion
of them are regarded as among the improvements of the present
century; and as ma any of the views of. the cighteenth century

‘{have been vquudc.a n the m.xctu,mh those of the present day.

may be destined 1o yield o the mpid wdvance of science, and to,
be exploded in their turn, The principles of surgery are stilly
t!wrulu*c, entitied to veneration, only en long as they can be-
shown to be foanded on the most advaneed. discoveries of medical
science 5 and as medieal seience is shil in its infancy, (secing we
have vet to learn the natute and plienomena of inflammation, the
rudrm;nts both of disrase and of recovery), a cahn and praetical
inquiry into the neeessity and propricty of certain operations of
duily vecurrence, can never be dv cue d unsmsumbh, or propu‘a!cr
vus,

The ub;cct of the writer uf these mmxrks 15 tu promalc svch an
inquiry among thie members of the association, . The facts which.
he proposes (o bring forward will not be adduced in o der to sup-
port sweeping assertions or dogmaltic inferences on his own part ;.
they are rather intended to elicit from the members other facts,’
cither of a similar or contrary tendencey, and to invite discusgion
on o subject which has as yet been treated with, too much tender-
ness and reserve. It is much to he rogretted that those members
of the profeseion in whose hand the operative department is
chiefly placed, are not as yet required by law to possiess a’ know-
ledge of those higher prineiples of our art on which chicfly the:
proprivly of operations, must be decided—viz,, the powers and
limits of medical treatment. © That many of the © pure ™ surgeons’
of the day, us theyareealled, are wel acquuinted with phanvacy, -
medicine, wnl weneral therapeatices, s rather a happy aceident
than a satter of cotrse’ 3 yet with these, medicine, often despised,
iy always regarded ag a minor ‘wlject of study. The physi-
cian is seldoms ealled upon’ to apply the resources of bis artto the
treatment of local discases alfucting the external organs of the
body and if. the general pra Letitioner is required to, be instructed
in both these departments, it may be sad that suirgeuns are too.
generadly entrusted by the public to determing the propricty i
severe operafions i the inverse proporhion o their legul gualditi
cationy fut o upifant & funclion, The result’ which mmght be




’l'ht.suu‘;cc!i to which this any:«rv bE] agp!s«.:uk, e a8 numern!

pocnscmarzacene

n.pwlml frum  this '!rnrwa.,m-'u!. ls——rushness  in eperating .| 7oA lcudu‘.cv

* Whether this resalt hias been: realised fe any serious extent, is a !
qul.suun of momnentous iport, o uucst.«m Wi
or later undergo a prufu-. n.xI Qa.*'x.l.m ol e
character-

vere aind sear rehing

as they are lmlnntaut, mdim.y e mn—wl uver the e
face of surgical scicnee, and in "their seicetion for dix Tussion,
. gard will be directed to their magnitude 'in rddation w e p
servation of hﬁ- rather’ than th the difficully of their perform-
.ance. ; '

b{ran"rdutrtl Hernia—The -cfiicieney of a skdfzl ands,
persrwnn-r cmnlu\'mcnt nf the faxiz, in preferenen Ly the o
 division ‘of the ~lncu=n. by the fe, wiresdy been
.- partially_ discussed, in the pages, of tie. incind Jour.
ual. No less '.han Jonr r-urr--epun.h.i.h ‘mone of  them,

stiy

" novices in surgery), have by thur taited testimony made » vy
strong €ase against the fn‘qmnt zwrl»;rm'mcr, of the nxwmlm.l. i,
has been demomtr.ueu as far as dcmmxsuu.ﬂ.l i applieable,
by the taxis alone, conduc‘u‘d on p'mc-plns based on arngomy aod
phjsxoloﬂ‘v and continucd for @ muck longer perivd than sl
vised in any standerd wu;k of surgery. u sa-;\xwu.u.u h(
may be reduced long after the acenrrenes of symplomas which, m
the opinion of the “best. anthuri ls.w woull net only indicate th
urgent necessity for a division of the siricture, but woald i::tcr.
dict all further munipulation of the tu:nn.xr a mischicveus and
hopeless expedient,—as @ wanton triffing with the patient’s hfe.
And not only hus the plun succeeded onee, by a lacky chauce,
butin the hunds of all the four crrTeRpon dcms. above alluded to,
« it has never once failed. As yet ro writer in the journal hds ven-
tured to impugn the practice, or to sey one word in the jusiitication
of the prevailing plau of operating in every case presenting tritling
dificultics in reduetion. The question should not, sannet rest
here. 'The operation for’ hernia is fult of dungers. Bimiple and
casy in its performance, it tuu frequently fails to save the putient’s
Lfe to justify its hasty or indiseriminate adoption.. Qn the oificr
hand, the gentle and patient emploginent of the tuxis isattended by
no d:mgcr whatever ; the force apphed to the (‘wmu is o fated
by the prineiple of uvdm\{uu:. presaure, and is N mere bkely . to
bruise or inflame the contents of the tumour, than pressure wpo
the projecting membranes of the parturient uterus is linble to broise
“the fwtal sealp, surronunded as'it s by the protecting lignor comii.
‘It is, indecd, rare that the puin of o stranyulated her becumes
scnclbly mcrc.mud by u dircrect apphcalmn of pressure @ the tu-
wnuur, ¢ven if inflammation hias alrendy taken pl.lcc. Allinflam.
edsurfaces nre relivved by the ste ady applicution of cqualiy dif-
fused pressure. "The tnduly dilated blood.vessels aro supported
and sustained, the venous cirenlation is prowoted, and the inereased
action of the arteriul cupillaries is checked and confined to des.
nile limits,  "Phe Haid contents of 2 hernia are adinirably adaptod
turegulate aml diffuse the pressure from withow. Bvery part uf
the tunour nwst receive an equal impule from dany degree o
" stre wlm.h 1r-mlx fo contruet its bulk, and s hone as Ilu.
Lt is gumtr on i the solid proportions of e tomour, pressure
from without meust tede cffcel apon the veins, h‘d;.un"thu. butk,
and at the same, time cheehing the furce of the entrance i Mood
bythe arteries.  'Tic waonder iz, not that the taxis should sueceed
‘ueeasionally in cascs condemncd to be operated upon, but that, it
should ever I'axl 1o acducr' v n1-¢c.lflg,--pruhmlcd )n'nam.—-x :.wm.
eiai Jour :.ul.

v
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Diagnosis between Syphilitic and_ Serafu
Bune.~This is laid down as fuilows by Ricotd ‘
qyplulltac Aﬂvc:‘mn.. n/ Bune, . Seyofulows AFectives uf Boues
L' Very rare with yuun-r su.f. .';\-’crv frevpuent in youth.
||.c| oL ' . '
Sypl.lhlm anieoede nl e ofirlots ¢ antecdeats,
Compart fextu 'u-flhv bower 3, Nty sk of e
attackeil. - . taeked. ‘
Superficial luyers .:tl.\('!u-nl 4, Deupar layers atiacked.
Little lc.ndcm-y tu In\'per-‘ 5. Much tendency to hiyperos-
ostusis,: " {osis,
“T'he pains which prvccdu he tumefaction “prieedes
. the llb\'tlﬂ[""(‘nl of theafs - the pain, but the lafter sann
fection, - increase nnd be. inereases, and  biccinvs
cume very iMeuse, anhl

e it ner! :‘11"‘ : -hv.'.z‘.-.:‘
they decténe 'w:nn S aeréed '

“ I . .
s Afivetioie of

s

. P

P o ‘ sz_.;:;llaneo.ts.—-Gerwm’ lmd .Heri:ml fnfc!/urwm. o

ich must sooner | 8. Kxoslosiz,

!

1

i.s

Y
i

BT e e 2 D e

rips 7

cxrcums - TOAL tu:..».ucv udd"’Jk:u..]. "
L tion.
8. Hwen.,.h»:a.

e} wndmcs Lo soltening, sup..

9- J\Hu?ﬂhﬂ"p. ehurnali “.

. seldom snppc.r.xt. : pumimn, caries, and  ne.
i10. Rrvid  eure wnd
' o .m‘ truun:zcl':t. b Tieult cure, .-:ul some.

- times impossibic.
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idewce, e e Plea of Be.'

attended 2 alr. B——for 2
1

s attunted Bis wie, to whom
B ...;.unl, i :inrm! tie dinezse, The wife ]rruewulcd for
:.v::x:.:nl- d oeaurt a ";:.('lu sure from ' Dr. Vo, to
twhivh useid oy zceede. P ¥V, was fined iy the Lower:
Courts, In eostsg and b has appealed 1u the Court I\oy:xlc of
Paiticrs, which will probally reverse the judgmient, as, in 1828,
{. our m seeresy under cerinin cirenm.
13, 1813.—The Dol'in Qur(crl)
recoimnends a new kind of restraining

10

apperates for insanc )nh,un" iHerly to m'urx, themselies ur others -
st heethor sleeve, to exfend 1.0. tow the elbow, thus prevent.

ine flexion of the foint. The idea is goad, uid we recommend
our incany frivnds {we mean our friends who have charge, of the
insane) o iry iL.—Cvurivtomy.—~Dr. Clay, of Manchester, states
that hie kns ;-e.tm’mcd ovarivtomy an 3 ,m:ont'-' 18 of ‘'whom
recovered.—u Buston there are 257 phv' 1e, 8 female prac.
titioners ressistered i the Irectory, and 'l hompmxu s and
quacks,
Lobelia and Cayenne—I1t i sald that the G Sulidn of Tur-
key hes ordered a cask of ehlorefurm for the u=c of the scraglio.
—Lanedt.—An attonpt was made Iy at South [lumpton.
n.l! yweonviol Do B Giale of & unmml aseault on o Mrz,
3., whom he had attended in labour. The alicped assault was
n ade more than a year agp.  The sushband and wife had become
thumu«hl) nupxu\snd with the gres indelicacy of having malo
zecuuchenrs, in censequence o"madm-r certain books advucnhn-r
thei n.)prup“ml vol cmp!u} ing male acenucheurs in midwifery cases;
they brought a compinint for the purpnse of exhibiting their .xb-
horrence of it, ani t preve nt a repetit The action wos dis-
mn«ul.—‘,unl. ! from Buston Journal, July 20, 1848.. “T'here
are T4 dentists pmcu-nm in Baston—Drr. T\ WL Hieek, of Albuny,
o favorally l.n---vu  the profession for Tns pese: rehes in Muedieal
Jurisprudence, aficr having had charge ol an l\c-ldl_'l"y as Piin.
cipal for 31 years, retives from thit pu~~l. aud is {o.conmence the
pnp:u.xlmn of‘n ew vdm-m uﬂ- & n-k on l!u, i',.cmu s of Medieat |
Jurisprudence,  Wour rmall ires for his welfre, aud pafect
snecess inchis ut'xml.un-, ecan, avail him, he them—A
female Mexican dwarf, 23 yems old, mensuring 25 inches, in
height, and weightay uulv 181, is livinge dt Matamoras. She
i the 19 b child of her prirents — D) Hamdion hee resigned the
chair of Surgery at Geaeva College, N Y . [hndnu named
1’.muoucu.n.:r.(-umiu L.(‘hucl :*lanL\'. of Caleutta, lately ;_r'ulu.
ated at-the Uaivorsity of Loudoh., e waw one-of fur sent’ by
the Bengal Couneil of Edueation to ulud) Medicine in England;
—-A State Lunatic An wwlim s about o be crected at Harris burg,
I’um._ A 'bill prohibiting the importation of adulterated dmg“
bas lafely passed (-Ull{'i‘(‘!w.——-x)l. Watl, the stalizt of Glasgow,
diend Lmkv very poor. - The Foundiing 1} (rqn[.xl of Pais, j is now
the dsyle des Bufuas de de F’alm- -Dr. ::l.qnldun surgeun to
Jutvis Bt Umln: I, ciphoy s for the piepasation of p.lllm‘(.gu ol
Cruten, i of -n!i @ e hm m nitre o oa guat ot
Alaraded solution of, tfuse. The 1ee preparation Liecomes
digcalued doon wllor unmclsnm\ It in ‘the comse of a ﬁ'\\'lild\"i
the color aeturne. Sprcimens of, biain'shewing apopleetic’ e,
a-mpl« vy of the long, &e., bas hcm Ino.mufully preserved.— The
New Foot Gperativi. A uovel opetativn,iconsistiig of the re.’
maoval of the os ml aud astragalus from their nxhculq(mut: way
pesforined by Mr. 3 ,assisted by Mr, B Wilson nud
Mr. Gag, at Cthe h‘ al Pt Hospital, Grevillestreel, . ‘The
palient was a e of delivate wmd sewofadons halat, and: smach
Jetatdated by pie Vn.m Sflerans e hod Brei dog ~mm.lhme W

18
Tiustan mas Xpru\u a lucrative mark ct for the sale of
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“inmate of the Brighton Hospital, and the bones of the fuot being
fuand extensively diseased, ampatation was recommended by the
. medical ofiicers; but the patient, would not conseut to lose his
limb.  He then came up to town, and Mr. Wakley undertook an
“uperation, the result of which, il successful, would be to leave
- him still the use of the disabled foot. 'T'he operation was one
‘wever before attenipted in this country, and the large surface that
was necessarily exposed, the nunmer of strong. ligaments and
tendans that wert to be divided, the difficulty of cuiting out and
disarticalating so deeply.scated and strongly-knit a joint as tha
"ol the ankle, coupled. with the general constitational debility of
tite patient, rendered ' the operation a protracted and a hazardens
. one, and’leflt the chances of his altimate recovery extremely
- doubtful. The patient is now perfectly recovered ; he has'gained
considerably in flesh and strength; and is able to walk about
very well with the assistance of a stick! The deformity, con-
“sidering the large mass of bone removed, is slight, and the incon.
venience in walking, trifling.— Clholera—Ietters from Moscow of
the 3rd, announce that the chulera had 'begnn to deeline in that
city. ‘The disease was rapidly approaclung towards Hungary
and Bukovine. Qne.third the nuinber of cases uttacked, died at
Galaez, 1In the cities where it rages, the people desert them.
Giurgewo is depopulated from this cause.’ The disease prevails
“also at Silistria, Turterkay, Popica, and three other cities on the
fronticr of Wallachia, It is remarkable that the sickness has not
been increasing on the side of the Danube which extends into
‘Bulgaria, except at one place called Maczyn; and still more re.
markable, none of the sailors on that river have taken it. At
- Moscow, 1724 have 1allen sick, and 728 died between the 13
and 20th June. The discase Is reported also to have just broken
. out at Nicolagew, in Clicrson, and in the quarantine at Odessa.
* At Constantinople, the discase continues to make great havoe,
aud also in some villages situated on the Bosphorus —The nem.
. ber of students in the medical schools of France, is 1873, of whom
- there arein Paris 800, Montpelier 175, and. Spasburg 77, ‘The
. balance is about equally divided among 20 minor schools in the
Provinces. Spain numbers 1500 students, of whom there nre in
. Madrid, 1100, and in the united schools of Barcelona, Cadiz and
Santiago, 400.—11 is reported that Mr. Arnott, surgeon of the
" Middlesex Iospital, has been appointed surgeon to the North
London Tospital, and Professor of Surgery in University Cullege.
—Dr. Bennet has been clected Professor of Institutes in the
Umiversity of Edinburgh, vacated by the translation of Dr. Allen
" Thompson to the Professorship of Anatomy in the University of
Glusgow.—A fatal ease of poisoning by arsenic is recorded by
Dr. Custle, in the London Medical Gazelte, Jnly 14, quoted from
"the Provincial Journal, in whick the whole amount taken wes
1.83 gr. in the fonn of Fowler’s sotution, and this doring u period
of five days. - It is the smallest fatal duse from this poisun on
crecord.” Intense inflammation was sct up in the alimentary canal,
and, appears to have destroyed life by indircetly aflecting ‘the
heart, and induemng fatal syncope. ‘The puison was deteeted
“in the stomach, its contents, and 1w the liver.~Williain Bowman,
Esq., has been appointed Adjunct. Professor of Physiology at
King’s College, London, witih Dr. Todd.—Veracity of Homwo.
puthists—* The readers of the late British and Forcign Medical
Review will recolleet that during the last year or two of -its exis.
tence, it contained some statistical statements of .the results of
. the homeoputhie practice, pursued by Dr. Fleischntan at his hos-
pital in Vienna. But it is not all gold which glitters.. His state.
ments, it appears, are mere forgeries, as has been ascertained by
- an examination of the books of the establishment made by M.
Balfour. ‘In his report, Dr. F. had stated, that! of 64 cascs of
pheumonia admitted during 1846, 'only two died, or 3 per cent,
" whereas it has been found in the booky that in the space of three
months, three persous once patiéntsg, died out of 1Y9-—viz., & per
ceent, It was also stated that "all the patients with ague were
-eured, ‘save’ two who died, ‘whilst the hooks gnve within the
. above-mentionad quantum, the name' of a- paticnt: who left the
- hospital in a worse state than when he' ¢éntered, it. ™ Finally, two
- cages of pleuritic effusion and géneral anasarca were reported -as
cured, ‘whereas the individnals left the house in exactly the saine

state as when they were admitted."— Lancet,
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' DR. CODERRE'S LETTER AND TIHE REPEAL
' ASSOCIATION. | * ! C

So long as the members of the Repeal Association
continued to indulge themselves in anonymous lucubra.
tions ] against ourselves, so long have we maintained
silence against their personal attacks. = It is, and has
been, our opinion, that il the cause in which they
were embarked was good, and the matives of the par.
ties honest, there was no good and substantial reason
why the writers should withhold their names, or seck
f'ur a medium for t:ommuniéatihg their ideas beyond
the only professional o‘né‘which‘ the Province pos-
sessed.’” We lave repratedly stated ‘that our co-
lumns’ are unot for a party (and it is a matter of
sincere regret that parties cxist), and we think that
the admission of Dr, Coderre’s lengthy letter, the only
one received from any member of that party, and incos-
veniently long, considering the press of original com-
munications, will prove our sincerity in this respect.
The profession has now before it the views and the ob.
jects of the two parties, into which the faculty of Lower
Canada is now split’; and while we'accord to Dr. Co-
derre somemerit for making out his case in the way in
which he has done it, ¢ e., making the. hest of a bad
case, we do not intend to let his letter pass without some
reflections suggested as much by its matter as its style.

- Tf, however, Dr. Coderre expects that our business
is ‘rigdmuslyh to follow him throughout his rambling
production, and to answer the objections which he
urges seriatim, he is most grievously mistaken. A
number of them condemn' themselves, and therefore
require no remarks ‘whatever at our hands. Upon a
second class, ‘which are but the mere e.\’p\réssidn of
Dr. Coderre’s opinion, as differing from our own—
h#\'ing already, in previous numbers, ‘cxl‘)x_'esscd,‘oub,
own—we leave our'readers to decide ; and on a third,
as the argument hingesémirely upon the supposed quau-
tity of legal acumen which Dr. Coderve possesses, their
value must, of ‘course, depend upen. the exact appre-,
ciation of the quantum, -and that value may be beauti-
fully délei‘iniu(zd by a comparison of lhe",‘legal attain- .
ments of the medical author of the letter with those:

Jof the late Attorney General. _ Dr., “C‘. forces the

comparision frem us, and it he suffers by it, it is not.
our fault." ' . ‘



Ldztm inl Dc])rnlment —Dr.

Coderre’s Lr'ltr/ and the ]‘cpcul

vsorl'ati on.

The remarks, w}nch we now. mtcnd to make, Tave
chiefly reference to the signatures to the protest,and in
these we intend to be as lmef as possnb]c. 1st, With
reference to the signature of Dr. Robitaille, we ask
Dr. Coderre wh}, cvcn 'uimlttmg the co'woxmtmn to
which he alludes to have taken place, and which we
certainly did not hear—we ask, why was not. the
Christian name added 7 What was the oh;cct to he
gained by the omission of the Chusuau name in this,
as ‘well as other instances in the pm?cs!. Was it that
the name of one known to the profession ~hould be
mlsmkcn for one unlmown o it?  We ;nme, in

" this caso, for a reply. The authority which: dictated
. the use of . the surname,’ mo:,t suww also dictated
“the use of the Christian name, aud why was - that

" Christian name ommcd in. the. ])lOtCSt7 ' Let Dr.
‘f‘oderrc answer this. | ’
" 2., With reference to D;. admu : Do Codu'r

‘reason for having cntered this ffcmlem'm s name in
“the plotcst, is no reasonat all.  Dr. ‘Badeau sought
: '1mcndmcnts in the act, which every member of thc
corporation is sccl\m'r but not a rcpcn] Dr. Coderre
* admits having used Dr. Badear’s name without autho-
" rity, and 'xttcmpls a most lame excuse, wxlhout cven
an apology for his l'ulh. ‘

3. Asto the name of Dr. Duhv
‘hxs error.

e Coderre admits

1. As to tht, name 0[ Dl. Tassé. tn this (:‘n.\(,,‘lh\t;
puhhc.xtlon ofa kltcr under his stgnature, wmpc]a us
to phct' him in a singular position.
‘his name on ‘dllllll)lllv.
“permits us to use’ their names—and that authority is
" Drs. Arnoldi‘and Sutherland, to whom Dr. Tassé dis-

- tinctly stated, that he had «rivch no pcx'lvnission‘ to D\i',
- Coderre :

We' nn‘nllon-\,d
“I'he -same’ authority now

to use his name in the protest.. We thus ad-
duce lwo witnesscs of the et of his having done so.—
Dr.'¥ Tass€’s subsulncut denial, by no means dl\pxm s
the fact. '\lhconcoptmn mwht arise in the case of onc
witness—s Unus testis, nullus tmtzs bt “in the
mouth of two witnesses shall the &r wth b established.”
‘ +There isa point, howcvex, in Dr. Coderre’s remarks
conccmmrT Dr. Badeau, which we intend to.notice in
-a special, manuner, as it’ dunmnxlr ites to'a mcoly tho
- petty devices to ‘which thc p'uty stoops for the purpose
-of ‘kindling and m'unt'ummr an enmity ag: ainst the In.
atltutlon. We procl‘um it to. he uucxly unwoxthy oi
‘ cvcny uﬂhbinindcd ‘member of lhu Proftssion ; and as
we are perfectly pcrsu.ukd that not onc: “half of the
\"‘C'm'uhan country. practitioners have scen.the Bill to
- read it and study it for themselves, the attempt at the
g pervcrs:on oflts spirit and Ob\'lOllS itnport, is the more

to bc condemnvd. \Ve \nll now tr'ln::htc the p'xaswe :

—+Siunce the operation of the Act itsclf, there is no-
longer prefection for those who.are not mcmbels of
the’ Cmpomtmu ; and more than lu.o thirds of the
practitioners of thc Province are in this situation, and
none of them can hecome menbers of this Corporation
cxcept after four years’ ]nobatwn, ﬂnt is to say, four
years afier having made - apphc'umn to hecome a
member.” W here; we ask Dr. (,od(,nc, is his au-
thority for this wanton statement. . Ts it to be found i in
the Act? Letussce. *And be it enacted, that the
College of Physicians and Surgeons shall have power
.+ .. 4thly. To fix t/ze]m'zodofprobatwn which
persons must undergo before being eligible for clection
as members of the Co]lerrc, \vlnch period shall not be
less than four years,® &c., &c. And again: “Be it
enacted, that all persons obtaining the certificate for
lzrensc to practice from the College of Physmans and
Sm'trcnns of Lower Canada, shall be styled Licentiates
of the said Collcﬂ‘c, m:d be, CO\SEQUD\TLY* n due
course of time, eligible to be clected members of the

same.” Any person reading these extracts scannot failto

notice an explanatory connexion hetween them. ‘What
is the “duc course of hmb *—the probational | « pcnur]
of not less than four years?” ‘When does this proba-
tional period commence 7 From the dats of the. « cer-.
tificate for license 1” And in the first instanice, this,
rule is made to apply to all who were. licensed Leforo'
the passing of the Act; and. in the second, (o those.
lizensed sulncmn_ntly; and we must here udlbcxalc)y
state this as cur’ convtclmn that o mm(l, only, imbued
with an overweening desire of making its pos.sessm‘
nulm ious, and nmcmpulous as to the means hy which
it may eflect its object, can pul any olhu‘ consu u(,nou
upon these extracts. :

Based upon this fair and lc'vmnmtc Lomtmctmn 0{
the act was the conduct of the mcmbuu of the corpora-
tion at_its last meeting ir Quebec: and the bye-law
framed in accordance \\nh it. Iu\'cx_y member of the
pmﬁ‘csmu, who had been a In,cnlx.tlc of four years'
standing, was at once ndnnltcd a member of the cor-
poration upon mevely. si"mf}vuw his desire to cither of
the District %cxct'uw , auy time before the October
mcotmg of the Board. Thus, and at the first oppm-

. ® Words arc sometimes, in argument, unfortunate things, and
prove stumbling blocks to those who cannot appreciate their value.
Were  this adverb omitted, Dr. Coderre’s argument would even:,
then not be worth the trounle of refuting, for the act would de.
clare, that any subscquent member wounld have to renew his,
license, or obiain a **cortificate, of license fram the C’ollrgr-"
‘This would then be the strict ]m.ll and logical mturprcl'nmn of |
the'act. The usc of the adv 'rh, coupled “with the words which
follow, * in due course of time,” so clearly indicates the meaning:
of tlu, wnrds, “ periad of probﬂuon,” and its commencement,

as tu rcndcr any furlhcr remark o work of superer ogatxon. '
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tumty, was admx;bxon to the Lorpomtmn lhro“ nt
open to the pmﬁnsmu at large, and upon. equal
terms for all. This occurred in the month of May.
Have thcsc bye- Jaws heen sanctioned yct? I‘hey
: have not. And’ ‘why?. Because. Dr. Coderre and his
E p'm_y have remonstrated againstit; andthe Exccu-
tive has temporized, and comtltulcd usc]fmto a kind of
: }udlcla.l court, to conudct the questions raised by the
party, and which the Court of Queen’s Beneh is the pro-
per and only tribunal for deciding.  Should the October
" meeting of the Board of Governors ‘arrive without a
_ previous mtlﬁcatlon of the bye-laws, the profession
‘will then be cnabled to judge who thosc are “whose
measures tn.nd to destroy the harmony and order which
should exxst amonﬂ' pr‘.ctltwners, and 1})0\' all, mjl-re
-the rreneral interests of the profession.”
We have not yet donc \nth Dr. Coderre - 'md his
‘ pmductmn. A little more of Bumctl’s d:smfccmw
- fluid, and the matter will keep until ne\t month——nay,
~what rcmams shall keep. T

. Coroner’s Ingucst——])eat/z ﬂccelm ate(l by Srzlmatzon
: m t/ze Third St(we of Tubercular Conmmptzon.

‘ ,An mqucst was hPId on’ the lllh Au«rmt on the
‘body of Mis. James Perry, whoee de’lm was report-
‘ed to have heen acccxemted by the improper exhi-
: bmon of memm;, said to have heen adm:msteled h)
_an unlwenscd practitioner ‘named Young.. The, f‘act:
of the case, as elicited at the mques:, are annply these:
“Mrs. P. had been, until a_ very. recent penod before her
‘ death, undcx the charge of Dr. Arnoldi,and Dr. Holmes
~ had seen herin consultation. ‘The existence of tubercles
inher lungs had been clezulv made out ; and for some
) 'hmo belore thc intermission of Dr. Arnoldi’s 'ttlendancc,
La pmh'mve treatment had been most 1udlcmuz,l) adopted.

‘;V‘,In consequence. of the advice of mends, Young was
,‘callcd in, who statcd lhdt her lungs were not, d»se'mecl at
all, lhat her Tiver was tuberculated, as well as her kid-
) ~ney-, and that the uterus. was somehow or- other l]lb-
. ?phccd and that the cv,:':'mon ofthe c.umnomd,d common
; symptom in phthm was due to that dlbp}dC(}ant This
latter he endewourcd to xecur) by some kind of manun]
,‘;therfexence, some tr accs of i injury, ['mm which were nsx-
ble; at the po%t mortem ; and he pcmmkd the pahcnt
o Qubmnt toa system of q'\hv'mon, which he assured lier
’ we her.
1 vever,debpxteYoung s pxcdwtxons the patient breathed
hex laet, havmg been: visited for tyyo or thrce daysby Dr.

_ Burn who found her suﬁ'ermn' Afrom’ =ahvatmn, with its
o concomi :mts., Thc mquest w’\s held to detezmme the
“ the - propnet) 'of: Young practice, and how far it may
']'have accelerated thie dece'xce. Dla. Ne]°0n and. Hnll

In the course of tluce or four weel\s, so sure of proving b) sme'c
b

havmcr bcen sumuoned on the pmt of the Crown, per.
formed the post mortetw qummatxon, and found the lefy
lun«r the seat of extcnbxvc ulbcrcular deposlt, wnh
anﬁactnous cavities,: as’ well as the ‘superior portion

of ‘the nght lung, with very geneml pleunlxc adhe-

sions on the left side, '\ml superior poruon of the
right. The liver bhghﬂy en!axged with a’ (endenc)
to nranuhr degeneration 5 the mesenteric - glands in
a tuocrcuhted state 5 but all the ‘other 1bdommal
viscera of normal appearance.  The uterus per.
fectly healthy, and in natural position.. The upper
part of the vagina, xmmcdnte'y behind the o5’ uteri,
presenting an ecchymosed appearance, whmh Dr. Nel.
son considered as the effect of i injury. Althongh the
quesuon of salivation was well substantmted still there
was not evidence qdequate 10 brmg the exhibition of the‘

‘mercury home to the preecnbeu, the -books of the apo-

thecary, which weresent for and examined; fallmg in the

proof, i in consequence of plescnpnons lnvmg been com-

poundcd for several persons named Mrs. Perry by Young s
orders, The’ VOIdICtIO(l\X’!lLd was, « that the death of the
deceased was 'u‘cclcmtcd by the xmpmper admam\tnhon
of mereury, but thelc is nocvulcnca to prove by whom‘
such meycury was exhibited.” This verdict wasatucl]ym‘
accordance with what was chcntcd at'the inquisition, and
we can therefore find_no fault with it, because the _]my‘
could not travel Leyond their record; but we have no
doult, that had the” evidence been conduswc, the vcr—‘
dict of the jury would have inculpated Mr. Young toa
rather 'xl:nmmg extent. . Young has e\mpcd in the mean
while, and in the memn ‘while he  prosecntes his. tradc,
nol, ‘most certainly, to the d'\xm"c of any’ pnawltonel in
this city, but most assuredly to the ]LO}\.lldV of some who.
have since placed themselvesin his hands:  The, Col'
lege of Physicians and %mgeonb lmve, it has been. full)

pmwd in the case against Gregory, (. Thomp\oman‘
pna(,htmncx ») recorded in this journal, no right to plmc

cute in their own name, but %teps have been taken since
this inquest, which will ensure conviction upon- the ad-
duction of the lt,qunu] proof. - We .cannot, however,
avoid this reﬂecuon, that il thc peop]e prefer the: boas(s
and p:etcnmona of ‘an empiric to the' deliberately form-
ed opinions of a vegularly educated practitioner, whose.
repul'\lmn is dependant on_his pronnoms and tleatmcht,'
we say, by all means let i o, for thcne is nothmg
SA lhnt lt is not a gold‘

th'xt ahtters.

Ta: :nula, fm the P) epm ation ;f the Et/ze) ml Solutwnl
of Gun Co»ton.——We have found cousxdclahle difficully
in preparmg 1he aun colton' in.a state to euaure xts solu-
bility in sulphuric ether. " Our e}.penmqntﬁ.lwquldlﬁaé
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0 the conviction, that the finest quality ofgun cotton,
avhich we have had no dﬂbcu]ly in preparing, isinsoluble,
~or neaily s0, in that liquid. A gun cotton, ofxe'xdy so~
lubility and easy manufacture, may be prepared as fol-
‘ !ows: Take of nitric acid, sp. gr. 1.350 (the ordinary
~sp. groof commercial nitric acid) 3ij.; sulphunc acid

(commercial) Ziv. Having mixed the acids in a glass

vessel, stirring them with a "hss rod, add nnmcdmtclv of
freshly carded cotton Bij. Dij., and digest for the period
_of fifteen minutes.© The acid is now to be poured, off
the uotton, and the Jatter washcd with water until
 litmus paper is not aflected. The’ cotton is to be finally
. squeezed between the' f'old\ of a clean towel, to remove
. as much water as powble‘ teazed out, and finally
\',pressed betwveen shects of blotting  paper, tntil quite
*dry, and ms!antly thrown into rectified sulphuric clhen.
. The quanuty of gun cotton thus formed is sufficient for
~about'a pound of ether. " Tt ehox.ld form a transparent,

colourless liquid, somewhat of 1ht, appealance of thin
mucnl:xn'e. :

SHEETS FROM My PonTro;,io |
ByA Von Irrnanp, th., M.D.
. (Concluded.): : : .

s suarcc]y necessary to enter at lcn"th here
o upon the numerous advanla"es which hospital pructxce
posseases over ¢very other m(‘dm of medical instruc
. tion 3 cumce it to repeal, that the paticats are more
"absolutcly subjected fo~the disposition- of the practi-

uoner- he is not embarrassed by the (‘ont|.mncs.~ l‘u,
“j.whlms, and prejudices of the sick ; his ordinances are
- supermtendcd by, mtclluwnt st lcn(s, and executed by

vigilant nurses ; the Lu,xlxty and number of post mortem
* examinations serve to test the correctness of the diag-
: “nom of uu.h case, 1o u)m,ct mwtakcs, and to a<ccr
’*"'t'tm, with pxccx:.mn, the nature of' the organic Iesmm
" that have gn‘ux rise to each train ul s}mptoms. Thcsc
are some of” th circumstarnices lhat impart to hospit: d
- practice and experience its grea

ralue, and has caused
“it, at all times, to be vcrra.‘lcd as furnishing 'the most
“important and precious intormation on pmcucal delall
as wcll as thdchnn flood of llght on ,pnthologlcal
science. | ‘

If; then, we contrast lhc ad\"lm'w cs’ wlnch a stud(‘nt
*muyst derive from 'utcndnw hOal)lt'll praztice, with. the
' fritterin ing away of. four or five years of the most vi -
i:i'Lble: time of his life in the closet of his countr} pmron
- (or pexh'zps city or own), reading medicine, ‘surgery,
O analomy, and even that all: ‘important bmnéh, che-
;:‘nnstry,’f w:thout order or. | ethod, and w'l’mut any

" * Every step which the stadent makes must remind bim of the
. ncccssx'y of a knowlcdgu of chemrslry, wuhout n he cannol

m‘ mw‘
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other as:lsmnce, save the occasional explanation of

terms by his superior, sometimes cven unintelligible

to hxm—can it be poscxb]c, that a few months attend-
atce at lectures. upon all these dcp.utments of the
profession,. in any. university, college, or lschool of

medicine, could possibly qualiiy him to enter upon all‘,“

the outtcs of a practitioner! and’ thereby assume a
charge, ‘certainly the most: responsible and the most

important which can be conf‘ded to any member of

the buman family !

Here I could portray many duplm'xblc results of an

1mpcr£ccr medical education, but details s0 humlllatmw

»

and revolting are remote from my present . purposes ; '
yetthe bare mention of their having occurred ought, on

the part of the ctuc’cnt, to mducc hlm to leave no means
uutried, and to sparc no labour, however long, to mas-

ter every branc‘x w hlch he may ulum'ttely be called ‘

upon to C\ercxsc. )
“The . situation and prospects of the country prartl-
t-oncr h'u'e, I bclxevc, been ﬂuﬂicxently revne\ved to

leave nothing very desirable on the part of those who, .
inow pmccedm'T in the course of their studies,

leoking forward to the rural sections of the province,
in which to commence their professional career. The

.lclual statc of the profession is such, indecd, whether

m lown city, or (.ounln', as lo plmc far from ﬂaltermg

in fhe way of prizes* to the :v:plmui, and, I must .

are:

confess, that unless the misplaced vanity or, misdirected

ambition of parents, is timelily arrested, in educmn"‘

their sons to a pml’cwon, for which there e\lsta, pro-

protracted studies,
strong,

enlarged mlcllmcnce, a judgment

\‘Olid =

ﬁxtmo Jite will be embittered with rG"let and 501‘row

and clear, and a habit of application,
which no difficultics ean shake, no Ltbours tive), thou ;

bahly, ne aptitude” (hut to, attain Much requires long -

proceed in his physm!wrual inquiries'; wxlhout it, one of the most

nnpmtant of the animal functiong, Tespirdtion, is beyond his com-
mcu-,lmun + and, that it is impossible to require an accurale and
precise knowledge of chemistry without actually making experi-
wents himself.:
practitoner inmedicine is sufliciently apparent; for without it,
Iro can neither ‘become, acquainted .with the various sclids and:
fluids of the animal body, nor ‘can he understand the action

The nee culy of chemical knowledge to® lhep.

which different medicinal substances exert on each other recipro

cally.
essential, as being conumnlly called for..
over, a I'unddmcnnl crvor in the cducation of young men in this

‘In’ pharmaey, this branch of knowledge is. still more- '
lhcrc cths, how-:,

respect ; they usually pass much fime in Icarnmg the preparations

of a great number of medicaments, in a sort of roatine, and after-
wards attend a eourse, or at st 1wo, of : lectures on - chemistry,

from which they, at ocst, acqum:: a snperﬁcml knowledgc of |hc :

scicnce.

* Whatever ;mlmcal nﬂucnco coun.xv mcdmal pracuLumcra .

may attain'in tlicir lucalitics, they ecrtainly cannot all expect to -

become M. P. P.s, and-thereby sccure a round hundred (cxclu-
sive of quadruple travelling expenses) a year, as the wages of

seven or cight weeks? labour 'in_cushioned, chairs—much less of .

all bccommg shper »ntcndcnle of schoo!:, ‘deputy ud]mam gcnc"

1al-= &,c. &eo



J‘ :lztm iul I)qm; tmmf — /'\! t:rcs o (’onc.\;)om/cn,ls.

Tt is full “mb to warn lhose parents,

“have in view, in bc«townm a superior ¢ducation upon
their - sons, 'md to lmh»e which, they sometimes
" withhold some share from the rest of the fanulv, and
even restrict their own wants and cn]o‘)mentx, the
best means to secure consideration and dxslmcllou in
Jife, is to avail llxu))~cls’cs of other avenues than those
oftered hy learned professions, now increasing be-
‘ yond tlw requirements 'of society, and at once . h!ter
suited for the development of encrgetic industry, and
.the pecuh.u* idiosyncracy of their moral cap'lc:t)
* Education is applicable to all ths avocations of life,
" and ‘suxel) to none more so than agriculture : and it is
" a truth not to be controverted, that a non-apprecia-
tion of the hwh respectability attached to this noble
j.'ut, its. extreme ﬁ/lck\v rdness in imprmemcnt mld
failure in obtaining that wcaltlx which is consequentupon
its perfectablllty, can all, all be traced to the absence of
~cducatwn.‘ Ttis to cducatmn that this great and im.
portant-ait is so much indehted for the numerous and
accumulative henefits it daily confers upon ‘mankind,
and, from its close and happy alliance to'chemistry, and
its “majestic nnu,h,——wc ‘know not what' the agency
- and influence of the latter may yet have roserved in
stow ! And yet the impression in ‘the rural districts

‘is slll] t!nt superior education is- only applicable to.

“he learned proresqlous. Fatal error! which nothing
but: ulucmuon can’ mmovc and lh:zth)o, unlnmnh, but
in the coursc of m'my )v:n:.'

Need we . look: lound for the many nlhm honuumh]c

' oppmtumucs wlnch daily present themselves, fo'rouse
'«uld call forth the cnergies of intellectual minds, . and

: urge them for vard to ‘other ¢ cureers of uselulies s§, and

,thercl)y become the arc ‘*nccls of lhclr own fortunes !

Nced we adduce e\amplc\ to prove, that in all the
"‘pracucdl concerns, of life, ‘it is in proportion to’ (‘dnca.
- tional acqmremcnt and the wisdom of mmuun, that
) hr"e shares of w eallh, and ihc artificial. dhnm,tlons in
‘socwfy hmo been at('uned not onl} in towus and
§ cslu.s, but in the rural districts of the pwvmw !

From what- 1 have already observed in the for Lgom"
;‘pavcs, it would be 'needless to (hwunsc the truth, that
“at the present time, there 'is- not a parish, ‘however
l,gsmall or extensive, which. is not: provided with more

- medical practmoncxw than can be required to meet
-:the necessities of the inhabitants, and who (as stated

~before) from their poverty, and their disinclination to

.call.in"their assistance, except ‘at times when dmth is
“-near: at-hand,: and then frequently ‘the quack is pxc-
- ferred—cannot, it must be - coufesscd ‘but offer very
‘precarious . means. of subsistence to the regular prac.
: ittzone7, as well'as render all his efforts unavmhnfr to
mmmtam even tha.t out\v'ud 1espcctabxhtv of clnmcte-‘

l]ml, il res- | which® his pOaxerIl demanrs.
- peetability ofchamc(cr forms the’ principal ohjcct they |

false and - frandulent reputation for

Tt is 'ﬂs'o worthv of
nbsuvatlon, that although towns and cities increase
annually in their popuhtmn, it is nol so in the seigno-.
rial country parishes, but, on the contrary, a.dlmmutlon
is seriously felt during several months of the year, by
the considerable number of young and nnddlc-a"cd
men (single and married) who leave their homes Tor,.
the Umted States and other distant parts, ‘where-

chantiers are established, manifestly producing effeets
highly prejudicial to the interests of agriculture, and”

the morals and well-heing of the inhabifants. -

It is true, that no avocation of life is entirely ex-
emptrd from diflicalties, but Low much more must
these appear insurmountable in a professlon in which’
the chance of success alnost generally depends upon_
the fluctuating whims and caprices of the. multitude,”
incapable of '1pprec1'y.tmfr the supenomy of the pro--
found over the ignorant physician!  Should, thcrefore,
the  young pmchtxone endowed with very superior
attainments, make cholce of a rural section to com.
mence his professional carcer, he must unhapplly
prepare h|m:.cl(’—mdcpvmknﬂy of the extremely illibe.-

ral resources which he can expect “to derive (from his

plof'e»smml labours—to experience the full lntonslt)
of wounded pride and foelings, hy . witnessing very
inferior acquirements h‘equcmly usurping his claims
to confidence. e will soon perceive, that in the
medical profession, he will have to contend with a
talents. ' If he
possesses, a strongly sensitive mind, this peculiar and
anomalous state of things—upon the truth” of which
he probably never hefore m‘*d:(.uod--wlmot but. ren-
der his position p‘un(ully (Ppnuwvc. ‘And yet, with-
all these operating upon an ‘anxious and oppxcsscd
mind, he will also (hscmor other impediments, against
which he will also, have to- struggle, and’ whlch in-
other avocations than that of a. practising physician
and surgeon, he. nwrht, without any pmson.tl sacuﬁco
of feeling, have casily surmounted.

Havm(r devoted a long series of years to the, !l]bdl-
cal pmﬁ,ssmn, both in’ pub]lc institutions and private
practice, and under all the alternations of gratification
and disconr agement, it is my . intention, al’ no wxy
distant’ pmmd to submil to ‘the medieal ‘public © a
more eafended i mqunv info the past and present. stale
of the ‘medical profession in Canada. In the mean’
time, I'trust that the foregoing sheets, resulting: flom
long L\perlcuw and ohsmvatum, will meet \vxlh some
xcn:ud on the part of those for whom thcy are prmmg
mlly mtcnded ‘ ‘ :

\01‘ U‘S TO CORR[‘SPO"\IDN\ l“. )

- Ve /mz,r {0 molice @ communication. from our. esteemed corres-
pmulcnl al Quehee, who, ‘in this instance, signs himself ** Me--
dicns.?.. While the latter pml of 'his' lct!cr Jurmshes a fnﬂ
subject for scvere criticism, as it details «, pa:tncrvinp between :
a regular practitioner and a hoy, the latter of whom visits andpr‘t- :
scribes, and “whose hardihood leads him' even o uilampto crﬂ-
tinns on_the eye, for which we - should conccive .that he i’
amenable to [unuslnn('nt in accordance wuth the acl; the em-
nivance al'such @' procedure is o disgrace 1o, ‘the - practi
tinner who does . il, and. camot be too severely censuredi—.
8till, we do not conceive that there is- anything improper
in that praclitioner having «s many offices as ke pleases:
in drﬁ'crent rarts of the czty in wmch he praclwcs, or even’
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" oul (}f it, if it so suits him.  As we do not think that our

- Pand 2. 'We are much ubliged to the editor, for his attention to
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- their proper pluces.

“detail.

correspondent has laken up the question on proper grownds, we
would beg of him to reconsider the subject of his communication.
On the nther matters, we will be most happy to kear from him.
We have had communicalion of u letter from Dr. S. Gilmore,
of Three Rivers, contuining the particulurs of an ussauit com-~
mitted upoa him by a medical student, in cansequence of Dr.
G.'s having been one of the examiners at the last meeting of the
Medical Bourd at Quebec, who vejected hine for license 1o prac-

‘tice.  We think it betler to wait until such time as the trial for
the assuull has been over, whed we will publish the matter n
We hope Dr. G. will do his utmost_to.kave the ruffian.

properly punished, and weé  should  think thut his ‘coudicet
precludes kim from being ceer permitted to entey the profession.

Dr. Bovell (Toronto).

Dr. Hunter, (Homilton). The parcel was jound in the Lr.

“change Hotel, the wailer kaving never delivered it to Mr. 1.
We were not made acquainted with

who was to have taken it.
this until we made nquiry after veceipt of Do H's letter.

My, Fulsom is al ﬁrescnl ‘collecting for this Journal. We

hope our subscribers will respond lo the call mude on them.

ECEIVED DURING THE TWO MONTIIS
-OF JULY AND AUGUST .
Journal of the Medieal Sciences 3 July.

BOOKS, &e.,

. The American

" 1'The Western Journal of Medicing and Surgery; vol. 8, new

series, Nos. 4, 6; third serics, vol. 1, Nos. 1, 2,3, 63 vol. 2, Nos.

our request. . )
Southern Medical and Surgical Journal; vol, 3, No. 12; vol.
4,Nos. 1,2, ‘ :

The nates senl will be inscried in j

139
- New Urleans Medieal and - Surgical Journal; July—Nos. 12,,
3, and 5, vol. 33 and No. 3, vol. -}, ‘we would be particularly

obliged by reeciving through our agents, as advised.
-Baflalo Medieal Journal ; July, August.
Missowri Medical and Surgical Journal ; July. -
Western Laneet; July. ' ‘ R
St. Louis Medicul and Surgical Journal; Nu. , vol. 5, never
arrived 3 send {o onr agents. ~ i . o
New Jersey Medical Reporter; July; No. 2 of ‘this volume has
never aerived 5 would be glad to receive it through vur agents,
. 'The People’s Library, a Cyclopadia of Arts, &e. 3 vol. 1. No.
b5 from the agents. ) A . C
Journal of Education; July, " o
Agrienltural Journal 5 July and Angasi, :
American Journal, and Library of Dental Science; Jaly, ©
 Circular of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, of New
York. ' . . : .
* T'he Medieal Examiner; July and Angust Nos. not arrived. }
Proceedings of the State Medieal Convention held in Lancaster,
April, 13485 and Constitution of "the Medical Sociéty of the
Stute of Pennsylvania, then adopted. . 1848, . I
I ydro-Therapeutics, or a Treatise on'the Water Cure, &e.
Robert Hunter, M. D, Torénto, 1848, }
" The Charleston Medieal Journal and Review
"The Mcdical News and ‘Library 5 June, July. .
The Dublin Quarterly Journal of Medical Science ; Nos. 8, 8]
and 10. . . o
The Dublin Medical Press 3 regularly.
The London Medical Gazette ; regularly. .
The Provineial Medical and Surgical Journal ; regully.
The New York Annalist; regularly, :

By

; July.

The pareel of chs#ks. Wood & Co. hus arrived.

GISTER AT MONTREAL:

Mean of the Month, +73.5

Mean of Momth, 29.61 Inches.
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s - : 65,37 | 82,2 44.1 23.1
. The 2%..3.320 mean of :_o Barometer is derived _.33 the observations daily ; the means of the other elements are taken from four observations ;::faﬁ; 9 and 10 a,m,, and 9 BE 5 ?S. .ES ::E_w are el ?3
- approximations 1o true means.  Further cxplanatory notes will cn tound at the foot of ail the Registers of Bum, 1846 n:a 55 .
3:::25 c.ﬁ:z.wsnv: .:_7. 11th Shto tith 17h Gott, ne:mao_..&_o. —a 46! of Declination, . -

66,74 | 95,0 1 457 | 49.3 | .
63.22| 916 | as5 | 60.L | - 9
:
H
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CHLOROFORM

HE SUB@CRIBFRS have prepated, for Sale,
Chlorofmm, or Terchioride of Formyle, the new
Anasthetic Agent, as a substitute for Ether, recently
I)rop()\e(] by Dr. Sumpson, of Edinburgh, “This ‘\"ent
hias received the recommendation of the Lighest '\Iodl-
cal Authorities in Great Britain, and ha.> been used

wuh mcncaaed success in this vicinity.

S..J. LYMAN & (,o., ‘
‘ C/oem:sts, Place D’./I/ nes, Mom'/ cal.
Jan 31, 18~L$ : .

HE Subscribers have their usual .Nsmluwu! m gon-|.

uine Drugs and Chewicals, which tlm) oflfer low for
cash, or approv ed eredit. A
: WML LYM.\.N & CO.

, URQUHA]‘T’S .
FLUID EXTRACT OF JAMAICA SARSAPARILLA.

NHE Subseriber begs leave to submit to lhe Medical
L Profession and to the public, his. prep'uanon of
‘ Sar~apaulla which has been extensively used in their

practice, by many of the most eminent Medical Gen-|.

 tlemen in, the City,and with the most beneficial results,
. as the followm«r testimenials, with which he has been
very politely favorcd will satisfactorily show. ‘

. For sale only at the Medical Hall Great St. James-

3 Street

, ALEX. URQUHART.

‘August 2. ‘ ‘ ‘
- ALEXANDEI UrQuuanT, Esa.—Dean Sir,—T have

-~ much pleasure in bearing testimony to the faithful man-

ner'in ‘which you prepare your Fluid Extract of the}

- Compound decoction of Sarsaparilla. - This I am ena-
bled to do on account of several of my patients having
derived the greatest benefit fronits use.

" For Comhtutmn.ﬂ Sy plxl]lsdn(l( hironie Rheunnhsm,
T have preseribed it with the most marked cficets ; I can
lhewlmc, witliout the least hes:mtlon, mcmmncnd yvour

~Preparation as one possessing all the Medicinal qu'xh~

* ties of the Compound Decoction of Sarsaparilla, while

" itis, at the same time, more palate.lble and less apt to

‘ de:anm, thestomach. ‘ ’

- I remain, Dear Sir, .

Your most obvd’t serv’t,
‘ .o W. Traser, M. D
Lccuum on ’\I(‘dlcal huh]nmlmu'c
VAP 'Gill (,ullu,o
Mnntmd ‘)Ill lel)rmr) 1847, o

: Monheal l‘(“)“i'\i) 10th, in“'.‘
Ibeg to roxnf), that I Lave cemployed: very exten:
: Swely the « Fluid Extract of ‘uah.xpmxlh,' made by
M. U:quh'ut in all those diseases in which ithat Medi-
" cine is usually pnesonhul, and that I have found i¢ a
- Wmost valuable preparation. I eau, moreover, state from
: Pel‘zonal mvc~(|mlmn that the pu)pxw:m wmp!n\ none

To Alex. quuhm t, qu

but the purest xn"tulu,uts, and l)esm“a the moate~
care aud attention upon the mode of pn'p'\mm |hom-
medy. ‘

Ros BRT L A .UACDOI\FLL, M b.,

‘L( «cluver Institutes ol '\Iulluuv
: ‘ ‘ M'Gill College, :
Pllbl(mn (n tlm Vontr v.xl General [luxlntal

\1:. Urquhart’s Sarsaparilla is the only propal'.unm of
t!mvalmble \Iuhuuc that I can, \nth enlive cou(‘denw ‘
u‘unum('nd to m) ,s.mum. . " ‘
: ML CULLocn, M D

\I()lllIU¢Xl IOlh lvblum'v lb.h.

Dear Siz,—1T have fr oqucntlv pxmcnlmd your I‘lmdA
Extract of b‘nmpan]ld, and T have no hesitation in
recommending it as a very clegant and convemem form .
for .uhmrmtcun" that’ Mcdlcme. S

‘xou'a very hulv

Ggo. W, CAMPBELL.

Monureal, 10th I‘el)rual), 181,.

‘Br. Picault’s Pharmacy,
69, St. PAUL STREET, BONSECOURS MARKET'

Just received, and for Sa’c together with the ueualu
Dr U"'b, the following

CUEMICALS:

Aconitine’ Toduret of Lead
Brucine o of Potassinm
Chloride of Gold ‘ e of Qunnm,

“ ol Gold & Sudium| Jalapine ‘
Citrate of Iron Lactate of Tron
Cyanurct of Mercary Lactucariam -

13 ()‘
(very pure.)

Potassium | Lupuline

Naphihaline

Deiphine Narcotine
Digitaline Oxide of Silver
Elateriunt- Rhabarbarine -
Emetine Siry chinine”
Gentianine Valerianate, of /nu-

Veratine
"()xl of Lx«rut
s ui \pul"c

Haebisch (C.nm‘d.nx Tudica)|

Toduret of Arseuic
% of Tron - 0
S of Mereiry

Extracts of L\el) kmd &e. «\(' ‘

The g,umh*mc,n of the Profession are. ]mluul'nlg

invited to. mxpcc a Set of TEN MODELS of SUR-
JGICAL

ANATOMY, of Natural Size, made " with
L(‘.\lhm.ilw most pmlvu muta!wn ever seen in. this
cm.nln e

‘\!nnhml Aoy "‘), l,l/.

N’ﬂﬁ‘ e E:Mﬁ YE' N’% o
CDISINTE /,i‘[l\‘(; ]’LUID
“TO BE SOLD AT DR. PICAULT'S,
GY, St Paul Strect,”



- MEDICAL JOURI\J ALS,
Puhhshed by hICHAhD aud GEORGE 5 ‘WO0D No. 261 Pearl Street, New-York,

' THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL REVIEW,"

'AND JOURNAL OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE.—— Published Quarterly, at 33 per Annum. L

Tue Mepico-Cinrukcican REVIEW had, for very Irany. yeats, a repulation uneqnallcd by any other Jonxrnal, as the lem]m
Medical Journal of Europe, and a standard work in medical liferature. . Being republished in this country for more than!
years, it was universally known to the Medical Profession here, and was pxonounced by some of the most cminent ¢¢ the he
‘medical journal extant.” The British and Forcign Medical Keview, though not so long established, was nearly as well knov
and was conducted with such spitit and talent, as fully to entitle it to rank with its z!luctnons pudecessor. These two'wiy

" are now united, (under the above title,) and mll be sustained by the united contributions' of the writers, whose talents ha‘
" given such eminence to both.  Of the merits of the work produced hy this, Lombmmon, nothm«r need be sm! I‘he Am’ enc‘
; republmhers hope, however, fo increase its value by their:

' _ADDENDA TO THE MEDICO CHIRDRGICAL RLVIL‘W ,
Ol{ QUARI‘EI\LY RETRObPLCI‘ OF AMERICAN PRACTICAL MEDICINE AND bURGERY

A valuable Abstract of American Medical Intelligence; compiled from all the American’ Medxca] Jourmls quch will be .en
gratuitously, to all who remxt 1)15n1<:|11 to ﬂle pubhshcrs, postage free, in advance. S ‘ Lk

THE ANNALIST A RECORD OF. PRACTICAL MEDICINE IN THI‘ CITY OF NEW YORIx.

| L"dzled by U’zllwm C. leerls. M.D. Fellow of the College of Physiviuns ‘and Surg geous, New, ¥ 77..—--Publzs/11
- Semi-Monthly, Price Two Dollurs per Annum, in advance. -

The vasines> of xls medical resources: rendering New York as much the medical as it is the commercial metropohs of lI
- Unien, the importance of this journal as a record of the progress of the medical sciences in this city, and an organ of commi
‘ mcatlon between the members of (he Medical Profession, here and those abroad, must be apparent to all.

WOODS QDARTERLY RETROSPFCT OoF AMERICAN AND FOREIGN;
PRACTICAL MEDICIL\‘B AND SURGERY

 Price One Dollar per Anwwm, in Advance.

x hxs wurl-. is deswncd to meet the'demands of this < hxvh-prcssurc” age, by furnishing the physician and surgeon lhe met
of keeping pace with the progress of knowledge in their respective dg.partmcnts af’ scrence. at the least posszblc cost of fii
and moncy. . 1t covsists of condensed reports of cases and thir treatment; with occasional remarks, and abstracts of the. mel
cal literature of the day, collected from the whole field of. medical science, American and Forewn, w:th announcements of1
new publications of interest to the profession. " 2

Its plan is, in the main, that which has been so muchapproved in ¢ Brautln"mlt,’s Re(rospect,” and & Rdnkmu’s Abstracl;
with the superadded advantages of a fuller view of American Medical Literature and Science, a more frequem emission, a
reduction of price; and it is hoped willmeet with the general approbation of the Medical Profession. It was suggested!
some members of the. profession as a desideratum in medical literature not yet supplied by any journals and the publlshe

. intend, if well <mtamed in, lhc undcrtakmg, to spare neither palns nor expense to make 1t wonth) of lhe mo<l extend
patronage.
g ‘It w:ll be seen at once lhal at a price so low, it can only be suppoited. by a very L\tum\e cnculauon, but the adva
offered are such, that this is conhdent]_y antmpated and they Tequest all to whom this is scnt who applovc the plan, toa
them by bringing it fo the notice of "their professional brethren.

Aulhom and Publishers wml.nw their works reported, will please forward (OPIGQ.

RECOMMLNDA"‘IONS

A \vork hkc ¢« Woopn’s Qu,\nn rLY ReTrospECT,” presenting a view of American and I‘orclgn Practical Meducm ag
‘ ?urgery so extended as o emit nothing of inaterial inferest, yet so condensed as fo meet the demand of those whosc wanl;
. time or means prevents their access to “the various sources from which it s complled was much needcd, and \\'e c dw.?

. ‘commend it to the patronage of every member of the Medical profession.’
Sm‘. in Coll. of Phys. and Surg. : V. Mott, ALD. Pruf of Surg..and Pd.lh. Ana(. in Umvcrsnly qu

Ale\andcrﬂ Stevens, M.D. Pres. and l'.mcn(us l’mf ol‘ Clin- (‘uslavu«AH‘ﬁhme M.D. Dem. ul'Anal.

7 3.M. Smith, M. D l’xul of Theo. and l’mc of '\kd and (”hn Mcd York, -

‘( lm Med. ) Samuel 1. Dickson, M D. I‘rul' uf'l'h(.o and l’rar‘ of Mcd ]

[ John B beck, M. l) I’rur of Mat. Med. and Med. Ium I Granville 8. Pattison, M.I, Prof. of Genl, ‘and Descrip. Anat.. .
~John Torrey, M.D. Prof. of Bot. aid Chem. 7 P Martyn Paine, M.D. Prof. of Inst. of Med. and Mat. Med.

- Robert W.dlq, Je., MLD. Profl of Anat. ' - T G. 3. Bedford, M.D. Prof.of Midwif. and l)ns of Wmu .md (.l‘

Co ‘Wlllnrd Parker, M.D. Prof. of Prin, and l’mc ul burg lnlm W, l)mpu‘, M.D. Prof. ‘of Chem. - .

) ~ClRSGilman, ‘\l 1. Prof. of Obstets. and Dis. ul Wom. and € Inld W 1. Van Benre n, M, 1. Prosee. Lo Prof. of ‘:mw o

o ‘Alumu Clark, M. D Leet. on Phys. and Path. ~ - 1 W, Darling, M.D. l)un of Anat.: o fo

.. ‘Since its first - appearance {he llrnmamcr has met \mh gonual approbation ; and mahy testimonials in ifs favm mnghl‘

. produced but the publishers deem it unnecessary to give more than-the foregoing from the Professors of the twe Med
-Schools of New York ; hoping that as the pnre is 50 lmv thmo who wisti to” l\now mme ol it, w:ll give n a tlml fOI ouey

E and '\scerta n.its chancler from thc avork uscll ‘ ‘ : B

o Subscr:bcrs in 07der mg these 11)07le wzll ;vlwce write their namcs Irg:bl iy and at full lenglh, adn'mg Ihmr ;cq]JecI
and the names of the town, county, §c., of their residence. . .
Ail athzr Medical ]oumals, am? Medical Bool‘s in wncml /or m(z'. L‘aialagw» given.on appacalwu. .



