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Tu£~ scene whicli i's hiere represented, an Ilice-boat," on the smnooth and icy
bosom of the majestic St. Lawrence, opposite the city of Quebee, is one whicli is
only to be witnessed occasionally, even in these hyperborean regions, when. the
river is sparined over by 1« a bridge" of polished ice.

The St. Lawrence does flot freeze over every winter opposite Quebec ; but
stili less frequently does it do so ini a smooth sheet. When this happens, how-
ever, innumerable vehicles, such as the one represented in the foreground, may
be seen féarlessly traversing the frozen deep in every direction, with inconceiv-
able rapidity.

The "1,ice-boat" consists of a deck, or floor, ofrough boards. joined together,
and placed upon a pair of iron runners, or "Iskates." A bowsprit, and mast,
with sails, and a rudder, iron shod, wvitli a tiller, complete the rig. The boat is
propelled by the action of the -%vind upon the sails, and is steered by the rudder,
like an ordinary boat, and is almost as manageable whj'en the ice is smooth. The
passengers, who xnay be as many as the deck wviI1 contain, have occasionally to
get out upon the ice, to alter thue course of the boat, wvhen the ice is uneven, or
impeded by snow ; but, if it be -perfectly smootli, the machine may be tacked
and propelled in any direction, except against the wind, and at a speed under fa-
vorable circumstances,' equal to the best railroad finie.

The background is occupied by le.Cape Diamond ;" on the summit of whicli
is situated, the far-famed citadel of Quebec ; the il Gibraltar" of North America,
the eastern face of which, with the Officers' barracks, and the flag-staff battery
are seen.


