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The present number of the Joursnal of
Edueation is the Jast that can be issued
under the existing law. In view of the
approaching end of this law, and in the
prospect of being enabled to vetire from his
office at its close, the Superintendent of
Ldacativn hegs leave to tender to the
Commissioners, Trustees and Teachers of
the Province, and to the fricnds of Educas
tion with whom his official duties have
brongh* him into contact, his arateful ac-
kaowledgements for aid and co-vperation,
and fer porsonal atteation and kindness.

Visiting the various Counties as a strans
ger, and the occupant of an office which
many were at that time disposed to con-
sider needless, and which might in many
caees bring him into collision with existing
practices and interests, inuch that would be
unpleasant might have been apprehended.
Sach apprehensions however, have not
beea realised, and nothirg could speak
more favorably fur the suvandness of our
proviacial fecling on the subject of Educa~
tion, than the almost entire absence of
pany or sectarian rancour and official or
professional jealousy from the educational
proccedinge of the last two years.

With all the imperfections of the present
law, it must be adinitted that un 'er it many
agenties for iJwmprovement have been
brovght to bear on the schools. Educa-
tional meetings for free discussivn have
been held.—Lectures have been dehivered.
—lastitutes of tustruction for teachers have
bean cunvened—Associations have been
orgsaised ~—impravements in schoul houses
and apparatus hate leen explained and
introduced —schuul budks have been fur-
nished—distrizt Libraries have been es:ab-
lished—an Educational Juurnal has been
commenced—mnore accurate returns have
beea obuined—greater care has heen ex-
ercised in the examination of teachers—
the tone of public opinion on the subject
of edacativn has been elevated. These
ae matters of no small importance ; and
entitle the present luw to our grateful e~
membrance, when it shall be no more. It
did not howerer reach the thiree great evils
that have always affected the schonls ; the
want of free schools. trained teack.rs and
wyslemalic trustce management,

A Blll mcludmg all the good psne of
the vld Jaw and providing for the supply of
these deficiencies, has grown oot of the
inquiries and agitation of the last 1wo
years, and is now before the Legislature.
May the Author of all wiadom grant 10
our Legislators the power and dispusition
to deal with this great subject as its im«
portance to the welfare of the Province,
and the pressing wants of the children
who from day to day depend vn our schools
for mental and moral cunlture, demand.

If a training school and free schools,
with the better organisation of district
affairs implied in them be adopted, we
shall have a schoul system of which Nova
Scotia may well be proud, and under <«which
our people may advance with vastly accel-
erated rapidity in all that concerns our
provincial prosperity. ‘These improve~
ments will give us from the figst, education
for nearly fificen thousand children now
destiwute of it, and mare regular and per~
fect 1eans ol instruction Iui twesly-five
or thirty thousand now receiving some
share of the benefite of education. Qace
introduced they will never be abandoned ;
and if properly tended and nurtured, they
will 1ake deep vout in vur Province, and
vield their fruns in increased abundance
from generation to generation ; and will be
valued by our descendants as the best -
heriiance handed down to them frum ou:
times. ‘Thesc great engines for popular
instruction are earnestly commended by
the present Superintendent to the hearty
support of every enlightened lover of hia
country ; and he earnesily solicits for those
who may be concetned in the administrae
tion of a law cinbracing suchimprovements,
that kind consideration and zealuus co-
operation which he has himself experi-
enced.

School Report for 1851,

The Repeort contains the Superintend-
ent’s narrative of proccedings {or the past
year, Siatistical Talles and remarks on
the siate of Eduycation as compared with
last year, aud suggestions in reference to
a New School Law. In the Appendix
ate Rules of Teachers Associatiuns, 3n
Address an Free Schoolsby Dr. Ryerson,
and nuies of the preceedings of the lusii-
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tute at Truro. ‘T'he two lauer are espo-
cially worthy of the attention of pareats
and teachers. As the Legislature has
ordered the printing cf 1500 capies for the
purpose of diffusing 1nfonnation respecte
ing the Schools, it 18 hoped that teachers
will endeavour to circulate their copies as
widely as possible ammong tho suppuneu
of their schools and others.

Clerks of Comn:issioners will please en-
deavour to distribuie the Schoov) Repons
forwardad to thesm, in such a manner as (e
give each Commissioner and Teacher a
copy. No other persons should receive
copies til] all such are supplied,

Agricultural Chemistry.

The Superintendent has much plcasure
in stating that this subj2ct has not bdeca
lust sight of by teachers during the pres-
ent winter. 1t has been 1aught in 2 nutwe~
ber of cotnmun as well as gramnar schools,
anc the demands for sets of apparatus have
oxcecded the supply imported last summer.
‘This subject must henceforth form a prom-
inent and permanent feature of ous provin-
cial education.

The Maps of Nova Scotia charged ia
the bills of the following Boards could net
be procured irn time to be forwarded with
the parcels of last year: Barrington,
coz ; Shelburne, 1 doz.; Digby, 1doz;
Parisboro’, 4 duz ; Kings®, 2 doz ; Haats
1 dez.; Queenss, 1doz; E. Halifax, 1
doz; W. Halifax, 1 dvz; Lunenburg, 3
duz.; Annapolis, 2 duz; Rawdon aand
Dunglas, 1 duz.: Argyle, 1 duz.; Yare
mouth, 1 doz  On refercing to the printed
account in the Schuol- Report, it will be
seen that the amount of these maps has
leen deducled from the sums chasged to
(ke Distiicts above namad.

School Returns.

1o the present uncertainty with respect
10 the provisions of the New School Law,
the Superintendent is unwilling 10 print
any blank returns for the hal{ year clos-
ing in April. The printed blanks furnish-
ed Jast year may be used: and where
ihese sre exhausied, the fullowing (utm
may be fullowed :—
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FORM UF SCHOUL RETURN.
Return of School District, No,sm—=
——Teacher, fur the half  ear ending

Names of Assistants,

Names of rustees,

No. of weeks School haa been kept since
Jast Return, .

Aversge daily attendance per Scholar, in
days,

No. of childrea between 4 and 15 in the
Distriot,

8alary of Teacher from the People.—Paid
by Fees ur Subsoription, £~ Paid by
Amsusmens £.~— Uaid in Hourd £.
‘Total Salary, £~ .

Stbjects taught beside Reading, Writing
aud Arithwetic,

Books Used.—-Reading and Spelling—
Gramuar—Arithmeticand Book Keepe
ing—Geography—Algebia and Mathe.
matics—Other Buoks,

Library, No. of Yolumes in,

Apparatus.—Globes— Wall Maps—DBlack-
boards—Other Appsratus.

Schoolhouse ~—1nternal Dimensions-~W hew
ther Sione, Frame ot Twg.—lia Cune
_dition,

Is a daily register kept of Attendance, Me-
rits and Brrors.

If a Grammar School, number in higher
branches.

[The above will occupy one page of a
sheet of foolacap. OQa the following pages
write the Lt of Scholars, siating in sepa-
vale columns : Names of Schulara—Ages
~~Time of Attendance in weeks—if paid,
or‘free: After this, an Abstract stating,
Total Nu of paid pupils—du. of free—do.
over 8—do. under 8-—~do. male—do. fes
male: Lastly the following certificates :]

Certificate of Trustees.—We the under-
signed, as Trustees of School Distriet Na.
do hereby certify that the within re~
port is correct ; that we are satiafied with
vhe conduct of the Teacher ; that the sum
to be received frpm the Commissioners is
payable to him for his own use: and that
the engagements made with us by the ape«
plicants for the achool have been fulfilled.

g Trustees.

Certificate of Teacher —1 horeby certis
fy that no patt of my salary hes been col-
lusively withbeld ; and. that the represen-
tations which have been made, and the
engagements entered into for the support
of this Sohool, are in good faith, ard not
metely 10 procure 3 portion of the Pravin-
cial allowancs.

Teacher.
Sworn to before me
[Tt is very desirable that Teachers should
boeareful in keeeping their regisiars of
daily autendince scearately, and that the
Returns should be fillad up with care and
completeness ]

* NEW SCHOOL LW,

The Law now befure the Legtelature, em«
braces the provisions of the existing law,
with some large and 1mportant additions,
introduced ai the jnstance ot the Superio-
tcndent of Education, and intended prinoi-
pally to meet those great deficiencios of
our present system—-want of training (or
teachera—small achoul sitendance—in-
sufficient salacies of teachers—and want of
systew in the manugement iu the tndivid.
usl school distriors. 1t is proposed to
remedy thuse evile—1lst, by a Pruvincial
Normel Schoul ; 2ndly, by the introducs
tiwn of County Assessment to 3 limited
amount ; 3dly, by makiug the Schools
free; 4:hly, by intruducing Jroater system
and order into the appointment acd pro-
ceedings uf trustees uf schiovls s Sthly, by
a genecral annual inepection of the schouls.
Tus following rematks on ths provisions
of the Bilf are published here 10 vrder that
its teue uature and intended vparativa may
be more fully understood.

Noarmal and Model Schools.

Tie unportance of 4 good Proviucial systen of
E.lscation cunnat be exaggerated. The common
achoals lie at the (oundation of the public  pros-
pecity.  Waatever their character, they wust de-
teemine the fature condition of the Province and
ite pzople. I3 becomes ua then to examine care-
fully the legislation propesed on this all-impurtant
subjject, in thigaventful crivie of our country’s his-
tory, und after the vperation fur two years of a
preparatory supecintendence and public agitatin.

Ficst, among the new provisious, arc those
uader the head of ¢ Proviacial Noumal School,?
and it way beredtarked Sers that the arrangement
of the Bill under distinct heads, thoagh 1t cenders
the geaeral camprehension of the plan ndre difii-
cult to the cursory reader, must afford very great
facilities to the officers coucerned in working out
the detuils.

The estinted expense of the training schoul is
very moderate~altgether teifling when compared
with the means expended for this object in New
Yotk and Upper Canada ; but vot lewer, at least
in unnual vutlay, than that of the bighly efficient
training schools of Massachusetts, the oldest in
Awgerica.

1t is well in a Country like surs, not to attempt
public buildings on a great schle, but to bestow a,
much us possible in procuriug the aen to do the
work and iu providing them with indispensable
reqoisites.

The course of instruction is to be modelled alter
that of the most successful schools already exiat-
iug on this contineat. 1u these it coneints of pre.
liminary reviews of the ~ anches which the pupit-
teachers are suppoved (but it is ofien only a sup-

rosition) 10 have learned before they euter the
ol School, with information ou the subjects
uselul in explaining these branchies, lectires on
the art of teaching, uad practice in teachiagz in
model schools.  1n addition to nches,
instruction is given in wathewatics, agricultral
cheatistry, anunal physiologe, and other anljects
likely 10 expand the minds of young teachers, and
vender their labors wore pracgical in their tepdon.
cy. Allthisis dune in Upper Camnda ly two
maatecs, in Masachusetts by three, nad in New
York by ten.  lere we arn to-have three masters
i poction of the time of the principal bein
howerver, occupied, as ia the economical State
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Connecticut, by the duties of geners! superinten-
dence. Thiv, unon of vffices, huw ever, is some-
tiwes objected to, and it is quite pomibie that they
wmight be better to be separated; but it v * uot
e forgotten that superintendence is a new thing
in this Province, and thut the Legislature might
not be prepared to offer the necessary remunera-
tion to two 1nen possessing tne high qualiGeations
required alinost equally in both offices.
The mode of admitting pupils, n propoctioa of
whom are 10 be received from cach County and
mileage allowed foc travelling expenses, is bor-
vowed from Now York, and is the only pwsctics.
ble means of making the benefits of the School to
be feltequally in all parte of the Provisce. Oe
this plan the districts in the immediate viciaity of
the Schoo! will have no larger st:are of trnima
tuachers than those nt & greater distance.  Tho
distretion allowed to the principal, however, i
admitting an additional number of pupils, will en-
able any distnict which may furnizh @ larger nun-
ber of applicants than the Comnissioners car send,
to obtain admitiance for a portion of the rejected
applicants; without, nuwes~r, the advontage of
baving their travelling expanses paid.  Judging
from the anxious dewire for information manifested
by young perdons entering on the office of tcach-
ing, there can scarcely be any doubt that the
School will usually be full.  The experience of
Upper Canada and New York, however, showi
that it requires a little time, ususlly a year or
tuore, to Lring an institutinn of this kind up to
its lull measure of atendance.  Much will de-
pend on the success of the Gotvernmeat in se-
lecting o place central, ncceasible, and in which
board in respectable fiumilies caa be obtuined
cheaply; and in which these fumilies can bhe
brought uader a general code of regulations favo-
rable to the safety, comfort and progress of the

pupils.
Muded schools ave abisolutely neceasary to ueeful *

training. [he schools in the place in which the
Norma) inatitution is established are to be used
f1 this purpose, on the plan adopted in Massa-
chusetts and Connecticut, appaiently with a fair
dugree of success. This plan savas the adilition-
al expense of :nodel school buildings and masters
—-and the peaple ot the place selected should wat
ohject to it, since it gives their ichools the hene-
fit of 2 farge number of assistants previously train-
el atthe Normal School, and owst thus largely
promote the improven:ent of their children. The
agreement of the School "v'rudtaes ui' the piace to
this arrangement, must, of course, be vhtained by
the Conmizioners for erecting the bailding, be-
fore they determine its site.

The pawers givea to the principal are large—
ton large to be exercised by an abitrary or iudo-
leat man; but not too large for a prudent mna de-
voted to the work. By adsigning a  visisorial
powar to the Gavernors, and otherwite sewe-
what eninrging their responsibilities, the pessible
evils which might result (rom the office faMing
into weak hands might be guarded agninat, ftis.
needless, however, to conzeal the {act that in the
infancy ufan institution of this nature, undey »ey
tegal provisions thal mny be framed, everyiting
muat depend on the man entrusted with ‘ite sonn-
agentent. His position willbe one of wo sl
difficulty and responsibility ; but socoess wilf
place him at the head ot by far the mnet westel and:
popalar institation in the Province, and of & sys-
tem of elementury instruction through whick hie
influence for grad will be felt in every settlement
ia the cauntry.
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Assvssment and Free Schools.

T'he second and most important of the new
provisions is thut for the introduction of a lim-
ited amount of assessment for the support of
achools,  Anattempt—it is to be hoped u suce
cessful one, to introduce thut grand eagine for
the elevation of the mental and moral condi-
tion of the mass, which haz u~ged on the in-
&uirial prosperity of the neighboring Statos,
and enabled them in two centuries to outdo
most ¢f the nations of the old world in all 1he
essbntiale of a peaple’s grerinem,  'The nvre
inmellizent partion of the population of this
Province are now prepared, nay easnestly de.
sirous to subenit to the busthen of wxation for
se noblean end. The very ignosant never
will, il left in theit jgnorance, be prepared for
it. ‘I'he Legistuture should be ready to deal
Lolily with this question, and for once to legis.
late for the trae intusests »f the country, irre-
spective of popular peejudices, which ara now
fust deeaying, and would in a year or two ens
tirely diasppear befure the practical benefits of
a well-plauned Free Schoal Law,

In the Bill, the Proviacial grant remaing ns
hitherta, sad the remainder of the salaries of
teachers are to be raised in part by a County
assesament, equal in amount to the Provincial
Zrant, and’in part by voluntary centributions
in the separate districts, or vectione as they
are 10 be called 5 this last portion of sugport to
be contribated either by subscription or Jocal
awessment, at the option of an annunal inecting
cuavened for ike purpose.

This may be viewed as the mean between
two opposite methoduof iatroducing the assesse
meat principle, which have had their advos
eates in this Province. In the Gret place maay
tran frion 1s of the Free School system 1usin-
tain that assesmnent to she full amoant should
be made coinpulsory at once. Admitting thie
10 be a desirable consumnination, therecan yeat
be litt'e doubt that it would be inprudent as a
first step, tnore especially as it does notappear
thal aay coastry 1n America has yet gone so
far- as 10 nake the whule sapport of Schaols a
compulsory assessment. In the seeond place,
tiere are equally earnest advozates of assess-
ment who would be content with a compulsory
sssessnent i part, but woald permit the re-
mainiag salery to be raised as now, by fees
perscholar.  Many districts in Upper Canada
and New York have aryet gone no farther than
this, but their experience shows that on this

plao the distinction between free and puid
pepiis still subeists, and that mny who pay a
share of the tax ate precluded frum enjoying
the fall benefit of the Schools.

Neither of thess extreme mothods could at
preseat wacceed in this Province,

- The first coald not be carried into effect,
eepucially in the poorer Countics. The se-
cond wonld oot give the people that which
u. alone secare their consentto iaxation, a
:pun of Free Schools. The wmiddle course
proposed in the present Bill, appears prac-
ticable, is sanctioned by experionce and se-
cures the end in view. It tnust be «dwmitted,
hawever, that its machinery is wore eomplica-
ted than that regaised by the other methods ;

tut on the ather hand, this machinery secures
n more methodical and efficient manngement
of the Schools,

Wo have then in the Bill the following ar-
rangements fur combining Free Schouls with
support in part voluntury,

1. The Provincinl grant to be drawn by
the Commissioners und distrihated all in one
half year, instead of the halfin each half year,
as at present,

2. Anequul sum raised as a county tax, in
the spame manner ns the coynty rate, and di
tributed us the allowance 8f teachers in the
second hulf of the year.  The Teuchern will
thas receive in the whule year, from the Com-
migsioners, an average allowdnce of £23 per
annum instead of £13 which is the pre-
sent average.

3 To enahle an additional salary to be
raised in the separate sections, it is proposed
to introduce the admirable School Trustes or-
ganization of Upper Cunnda and New York,
which has proved in those countries an effici-
ent agency for pracuring, by means of the
Trostees, larger salaries for Teachers than
those hitherto paid in this Provinee, by fees
and rubscription  Doubts may be entertained
as to the willingness of Trustees to perfonn
the duties required of them ; bt experience
and common-sense teach, that if men be given
tn underatand the nature of their duties, farn-
ished with all the powers vequired und with a
Temuneration fur the more difficult part of
their work, and be syliject to a strict reaponsi
bility to their constituents, they will act with
geeater faithfulness and energy than when
their powaers, responsibilities and duties are
vagaely defined and imperfectly explained.

Under the new arranginent proposed by
the Bill, the trustees can offer the
people of their diatrict free instraction for eve-
ty child, on condition that they raise a suffici-
ent sum to enable the Trustees, with the aid
of the Pravincial grant and county ansessment,
tu hire a competent teacher. They can do
this with much less difficulty than under the
present system—the public aid being double
that at present received. On the one hand,
if they neglect to engage a Teacher, they lose
not anly a school for their childeen, hut the
share of public money due to their district.—
On the ather, by engaging a good teacher, they
have a free school at 2 leas cost per family
than will now suifice to edacate one half of
the children. Thiv subject, however, merits
soms additional remarks.

Before leaving the subject of Assessment
for the suppost of Schiools. it is proper to
notice, that at preseut the Conmy 1ax will
operste under disadvantageous circumstan.
ces, in consequence of our having no facil.
j*ies for county assessment other than thase
affurded by the Grand Jury and Scesions,
bodies not responsible to the penple, and
often very eaprizivus in their action. Had
we incorpurated counties, there can b2 no
doubt that the system would work inore
saiouthly. In the ineantime it ie neceseary

to provide some alternalive in the nature
of a penalty, and at the same time uf &
provision for the support of the schools, in
the event of 1he County anthorities neplect-
ing 1o assess  This is dune in the Bill by
depriving Conmies so neglecting of one-
thitd of their Schaol Grant, and distribu~
ting the rewaining two-thirds only 1o
schools which are made free by district
assessment, and to puar Schools and poor
Scholars in other schools. The penalty
will thus {all most hieavily on thuse of the
weahthier districts which may refuse to
establish free schools, and a boumy will he
given on the free schoul sysiem, as estab-
lished in separate dimricts. It zeems just
that this should be the case, since thoss
distiicts which by retaining the system of
fees per scholar, refuse to educate the
children of their pourer inhabitants, have
zertainly a very small claim to public aid.
- A grave question is often asked in vela-
tion to the new system propused, ¢* What
sums can be expected from the peaple of
the districts in addition to the County tax,
or will they raise anything !’ At present
it appears by the Schoul Report, that the
average salary per teacher is £38 per an-
num, and of this £25 comes from the
people and £13 from the Province. Under
the new Jaw, about £26 will be given
from the Provincial gramy and County tax,
and to nake the teacher’s salary as large
as his present poor pittance, £I2 per an-
num will be required from the people, It
would require .£20 from the people to
raise the salary of the teachet 1o the avem
age of Canada, New Yurk, or New
England. What then are the influences
brought 1o bear on the people under the
new system, 1o induce them 10 raise. this
additional sum ?

First—A teacher must he engaged and
& school established, otherwise the people
cannot claim from the Provincial grant
and Cuunty assessment the sums dae to
their disutict. M no school be establishe
ed, nothing can be drawn, yot they must
pay their share of the county tax. If a
school be kept up for half a year ounly,
but half the year's allowance can be
drawn. ‘This wnakes it neceassry fur the
trustees 1o engage a teacher for such sum
as a licensed teachier will consent to re-
ceive, and the sum necessary fur this pues
pose mnsi be provided by the achool meet-
ing. Sccoisdly—The Provincial grant and
County tax are distributed according w0
class of teacher and number of schulare,
as well as the sum raised for suppor of
the achool. There is thus a buunty on
hiring & good teacher and paying him well,
and cn keeping a full school., Op the
other hand, the Commissioners being au-
thorised to give une sixih of the Provin-
cial prani and avails of County 1ax in aid
of poor disizicts, snd 10 emnploy temporas



1y teachers in those which cannot engage
teachers, very great facilities will be afa
forded to poor districts in eatablishing
schools.  Thirdly—The salary of the
teacher is to be raised, not as now, for the
purpose of educating a portion of tha
children of the distriet, but for all the
children of the distriot, uuless these be
sufficiently numerous to require two
solools; and thus, for the sums which
they may raise, the people will receive a
much greater and mora genaral amount
of benefit than at present.  Fourthe
fy.—The trustees hav~ power to ruise
any amount of salary sgreed on by a
meeting of the distrier, ur if none be
agreed on, two thirds of the sum stated in
thoir annual estimate.  Fifthly—In poor
districte persons subscribing or assessed
by the district mesting, may setile with
the teacher instead of the ecollector, or,
in other words, may pay in produce.
Sixthly—fhe sum required afier the pay-
ment of a county tax will be much small-
or than that needed at present; and bee
ing raised on a broader basis, will fall
muoch mure lightly on those who are now
most heavily burthened 10 support the
schovls ; and such persons being directly
interested in the schools; will ba willing
cheerfully to bear this lighter load for the
same reasuns that now induce them to
bear the heavier.

These considerations, 1n connection with
the better management of the school affuirs
-by the Trustees which must obtain under
the new law, appear sufficient to ensure
that the salaries of teachars will become
better and morecentain in proportion to the
Targe amount of work required of them
wnder a free school system. It is perfectly
evident that the school attendance will be
vory largely increased, and that the facili-
tles for the educatiun of the children ot the
poor, and for keeping up schaols in poor
districla will be very much greater than
now,

One question yet remains ; to what exe
tent will the number of schools be jue
creased! This question cannot be answer-
ed with preat precision. We know, how-
ever, that in the present districts, each
teacher instructs on the average twentys
e children, though he might teach forty
.or fifty quite as effectually  Now, since
in the present districts there are onthe
average 58 children, it is evident that the
school attendance mipht be doubled withe
owt increasing the number of schools. On
the other hand, many districts now vas
cant would establish schools, and it is at
course desirable that they should do sn.
1t is, however, slso true that many dis-
tricts now have ton many small schonls,
which, under the clause which allows only
one school for every fifty children, would

be united into single large schovls, Oa
the whule, thers seems good reason to be«
lieve that the number of pupils might
readily be doubled, without such anine
crease of the number of schools as would
tend 1o dininish the salaries of teachers.

if Assessinent be determined on at all,
it is to ba hoped that to a cenain extent,
it may be made compulsory. {f left to the
decition either of counties or districts, it
mnust eithe: romain inoperative hke the
aseesament providion of the present luw,
or give tise to pasty divisions on the sub.
ject, destructive to the interests of the
schools. These evils appear to be well
guarded sgainst by the arrangements in
the present bill, which makes assessment
directly compulsory to an amount sufficient
greatly to improve the achools, yet not so
large as to be very burdensome, and
indirectly induces or compels the supple-
menting of the teacher’s salary by the
aclion of the trustees in the distriot,

School Inspection.
The next of the uew provisions that

claims atteution is that for District inapece
tinn. School inspection by an officer ot
officers appointed for the purpose, is but
of recent origin in Nuva Bcotia, though,
not in many other countries. Under the
aperation of the present law, the Superin.
teudent has intwo years personally visited
abouat 500 schools, or about ane half of 1he
schools actually in operation. Ie remarks
anthis subject in his report for 1850, *An
annual examination of the schouls by the
Superintendent is obviously impracticable,
and anything short of this cannut give the
full resulis of a sy~tem of inspection. The
time which I could allot to each school
was also shorter than I could have desired.
Notwithstanding these difficulties however,
1 am convinced that the partial inspection
of the past summer has been beneficial.
[n nearly every schoel some useful infore
mation could be imparied or received, or
something done to stimulate parents or
teachers, and I have generally found a
readiness to act as far as practicable on the
suggestions given. Disputes and differs
ences have also been arranged, and adrice
given which may lead to better manage.
ment of the affaits of the schools. Even
the mere liability to inspection, or its poas
sible accurrence, in some cases produces
good effects

The achools of this Province are by no
means permanent institutions, their atten-
dance perpetually ebby and flows in a sort
of scmi-annual tide. Their teachers mi.
grate. ‘Lhey are opening aud closing at
all seasons  These cauees would render
inefficient the laburs of even two, three, or
four general inspectors. The only method
that can secure an actual annual inspece
tion, is that of County or District inspec-
tors acling under a general head.”’
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On this view is based the provision for
district inspectors in the present bill,
There is to be vne tor each Commissions
era' district, to visit each school annually,
and exsmine and report on it, under furms
furnished by the Superintendem, and to
be paid at the rataof 5s per visit. These
Inspectors ate similar in their duties te
the County and ‘Township Superintende
ents in Upper Canida and New York, and
the Suhuvol visitors of Connecticut. Lat
us see how the scheme works in thoss
countries. In Canada the lvcal Superine
teudents sxs appointed either for Counties
or for ons or more Townships. Some
Cuunties have 26 many as five or six Su-
perintendents. They are required to visit
each achool four times in the year, to lec.
ture on education, and tu perfvrm many of
the duties in regatd to the distubution of
tnonies, &c. which are performed in this
Province by Commissioners and thewr
cletke  Their remuneration i 20s. anase
ally for each school under theic jurisdicuion,
unless a larger suin be vated to them by
the County Munictpality. The remuner-
ation proposed i Nuva Scoda msy be
estimated to~be a little higher than that
in Canuda, the work being in Nuva Scoe
tia alout one fifth of thut in Canads, and
the paymeny one fourth., The Canadianm
Report for 1850 shows that clergymen
and oth- professional men, form the bulk
of the Canadian inspectors, aud the ex«
tracts given from their-reports afford »
very favorable impression of their qualifi*
cations, It is probable that there would
be no difficuliy in securing the services of
similar menin this country. N

1n the instructions given to the district
Superintendents in Canada by the Chief
Superintendent (which are sery full), they
are required tu examine the schools in ge-
lation to their *¢ Muchanical arrangements
—Means of instructivn—Organisation—
Discipliae—Method of instruction—At.
taininents of pupils.” I« reference to the
results on the Schaols, the report says :—
‘'I’he interest awakencd, and the moral
influence brought to bear by means of
these visits in behalf of the schools, canmit
he easily estimated.” In Now York and
Couunecticut similar testimony is borne to
the utility of the system, and in Great
Baitain a method very similar in its nature
has recemly been acted on. 1t is° true
that io New York the system of cvuniy
inepection was omitted in the last Schoul
Act (though that for Touwnship inspection
was retained),® on the alleged ground of
pauy influence in the appoiniments. This
evil is guarded against in Upper Canads
by vesting the power of appeintment in
the Cuuniy Corporations, and in the Bill
now befurs the House. by giving the ap-

————

« The Township Inspectors formerly acted unler the
Coluty Supecintendeut.
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pointment to the Superintendent, whose
pusition will necessatily remove him from
the sphere of party influences and activn,
Should the Counties be incurporated,
tiowever, the Canadian method of ap-
pointment might be preferable In Cana-
da, however, the City Councils pay the
officers 3s well as appoint them,

Prudently acted on, the provision for
County inepection must give a great ati.
mulus to the prosperity of schools, aud furs
nish a usefal check on theit management.
The following rematks of the Superin-
dendent of New York, would no doubt
«equally apply 1o Nova Scotia :—

“The attention of the Legislature has
been aanually called to this subject, both
by my predecessor and myself, from the
penod of the repesl of the act creating
the office of County Superintendent, to
the present time ; and each additivnal year
wuly increases the strength of the argu-
avent in favor of the proposed reform.
‘Every incumbent of the office of State Su-
peuntendent, withvpt exception, during
the period which has elapsed from the pas-
aage of the ariginal act establishing this
<class of local officers, has borne uniform
and sirong testimuny to ite utility and.ne~
«<essity ; and the most enlightened friends
of popular education throughout the State
fiave, with equal unanimity, expressed
their decided and unwavering cenviction
«<of ite value and importance. The consi-
derations. which demand its restoration,
as an essential part of our system of pub.
dis instruction, are numerous and incon-
tesuible ; and it is by no means going too
Aar to say that, in the continued absence
«f some insttumentality of this nature, it
will a found utterly impractivable to lay
bulure the Legislature and the pevple that
dnforweation 1n relation to the condition and
administration of our School system,
avhich is so indispensably requisite to its
«fliciency and advancemant.”

Grammar Schools, &c,

The Geamuwar Schools are 10 be called
#ligh Schools, aad are to be free. The
fowest sum paid per school is as now,te be
£25. As much more is to be given from
the County tax, and as much more raised
by the people of the District—giving i
all £75 as the lowest Grammar School
salay, Kight papils in the higher branch;
€s are 10 be 1aught in the half year, and
if classiee ard mathematics are bu:h
dasght, or if pupils under. eight yeats of
age are adinitied, an Assistant is to be
employed, and will be entitled to an al-
lowance from the Commissioners as a
Commnn Schoul Teacher, for all pupils
aver 30 (or, as has hoen suggested in
amendment, over 20). On the whole,
there acems every prospéct that the Free
Grammar Schonls will be well supported,
and their suppore, under ths County sys-
tem of taxativn, cannot fall on the puores
disiricts.

Among the minor provisions, though
important in their place, are those for aid-
ing Teacher’s lustitutes—for publishjog

copies of the Act with forms and instrucs
tions fuc trusices and teachers—for issue
ing an Educativnal Periodical—for set-
tling the sites of Schovl i{ouses and ar.
ranging disputes between teachers snd
trustees~—for hiring itinerant teachers for
puor districts, and expending surplus
grammat achool tnonies in this way—for
limiting the aumber of schouls in one
school section—for grading the schools in
towns—and others of similsr character.
These wers much 1equired, and it is hoped
will give general satisfaction.

The Schoo! Law now enacted abould be
of a somewhat permanent character, and
if assasament be not intioduced, it will lis
over at least for the next four years. Qur
schools will continus to present an aver:
age attendance ot 21 to 58 children in the
district, or 3 total average attendance of
only 36 par cent. exclusive of vacant dis
tricts, while in Free School countriea—
Massachusetts, for exampls—it emounts to
62 per cent. Or more.

The question, then, before the Legisla-
tare in reference to 3 Normal Schoo} and
Assesament is, ‘‘ahall we have trained
teachers to iustruct our youth, and shaijl
10,000 or 15,000 additional children be
added to our schools?'' Who will bear
the goilt of shatting out thnse childten
for four years ; or who will hsve the cre-
dit of admitting thew ?—A fow Jays must
show.

[The above article contains the sub-
stanco of explanatiuns of the new School
sill, given by the Superintendent tp the
Committee on Education.]

School Libraries,

These have now heen forwarded, with
the exception of two parcels (those for
Inverness and Richmond).  Receipts
specifying the number ot volumas, have
been received (rom 16 Comnmissioners® dia-
tricts ; and the clerks of the districts
which have not lorwarded receipts, are re-
quested to do sv, s0 sonn as the cases re<
ceived are opened and the contents coun-
ted.

The Rules fur the distribution uf the
Libraries, ste now respublishied for the ine
furmation of teachers and others It is
hoped that under these rules, each schonl
in moast of the districts, may vbtain the use
of a portivn ot the bouks,

RULES FOR SCHOOL LIBRARIES,

1 The Clerk of the Commissioners to
be Librarian, and, if nccessury, to be fure
nished by the Comiissioners with a box
to coniain the Books, and a blank buok to
recoré their names, numbers, sod diatci-
oution.

2. The Cleik shall, undec ditection of
the Commissioners, divide the bunks into
parcels, in sueh a manner as to allow as
many of the schools us pussible to have the
immediate use i a portivn of them. He

shall also number the books and matk in
each its estimated value.

3 At the next seimi-annual distribution
of schuol monies, each Board of ‘I'rustees
shall receive frum the Clerk the portion of
books allotted to their schoul; and the
Clerk shall insert their numbers, snd the
anumber of the School District t3 whick
they are allotied, in his register.

4 ‘lUrustees receiving books shall dee
liver them to the Teachar, who shall act
as District Librariun during the term of his
teaching in the District, and shall at the
oxpiration of such term, or when the bovks
are requircd to be returned to the Clerk,
return them to the Trustees, taking theic
receipt of that of one of themn for the same.

5 la the half yearly roturn of each
school the number and condition of the
buoks in custody of the Teacher shall be
atated ; and in event of the Teacher's term
of engageinent haviag expired, the retutn
shall be accumpanied by the Trusiees’ re~
ceipt, for the return of the books to them.

6. Teachers raceiving books shall lend
them to such persons residing within their
respective School Districts as are herein«
after mentioned, underthe following rules:

{1.) No person or family to receive
more than one buok at one time

(2 ) No person or family io retaina
book lunger than two weeks.

(3 ) Persons retaining books for a longer
period, to pay 1d. for every Jday beyood
that time to the teacher, who shall expend
such fines in such maaner as he may think
proper for the benefit of the school.

(4) The Teacher shall maik in his
Schuool Register the names of persuns re~
ceiving books, with the number and date.

(5 ) Persons injuring or refusing to res
warn bouks shall pay their value or com-
pensation for the damage, to the Trustees;
and the ‘Trustees ahall pay the monies so
collected by them to the Clerk un retura~
ing theiraupply of buoks. (‘The Trusices
may if necessary prosecute such parties in
the same manner a3 in any other case re-
lating to the school )

(6 ) Pupils deemed by the Teachar to
be of sufhcient age, pareats of pupils, and
persons assessed for or contributing to the
support of the school, may have the use of
bouks freely. Other persons may borrow
books under the above regulations, onm
paying the ‘Teacher 3d. per week in ads
vance. Mouey so received (o be expeaded
in the same manner as fines.

7. The Trustees shall return the books
received by them to the Cletk, on the fitet
or second scmisannual meeting of Com-
missioners for distnbution of public money
after their receipt, tur the purpose of ex-
changing them for a new parcel of books.

8. Ia the evant of any bunk or baoks
«Being lust or injured, and their value not
being returned by the Trustees, the Cletk
shall withhold any farither supply of bouks
to such school, and shall ‘notify the Com~
missioners of the same at their next meet-
ing, when they may, unlees 2 good excuse
be offered, continue such deprivation for »
period not exceeding one year.

9. Suis collected by the Clerk for lost
ar injured hooks, shall bsexpended, uader
the directivn of the Commissioners, in re~
placing such bouks, or adding 1o the lie
braty by the purchase of other useful
wourks.

10 Ia lavge or scattered Districts, the
Commissiuners may, If it appear advisable,
divide the Uouks 2t their disposal ante
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separate librecies, and appoint some of
their own nunber 1o be hbrarians fur the
School Disiticio tn their vicinity.

11. The Clerk and Commissioners who
may act as Jibrarisns, shall make an annual
statement to the Board of the number of
books in the hibraty, the number in the
hands of ‘l'eachers, and the number lost
or missing. These statements, or an abs
stract of them, to be forwarded to the
Guvetnment with the Commissivners’ Ree
port.

Noimal School of Connecticut.

The Siate Normal Schoul of Connecti-
cut is one of the moet recently established
in America, aud was orgenised under the
able auspices of the fion. H. Barnard, at
present probably the best authority en
such subjects in Amerioa. To persunal
intercouree with thia gentleman ard his
able coadjutor, the veteran T, H. Gullau-
det (since deceased) the present Superin.
tendent of Education in Novu Scoria is
ndebted for much of the infuormation
which he has been endeavouring to bring
10 bear on the Schouls of this Province.
Some information respecting the arrange
ments of this school may therefore be in-
tereeting, in the prospect of the speedy
establishment of & similar institution in
this Province.

The Schoo! was founded in 1849, and
funis were provided for its support by
means of a bonus of $11,000 paid hy two
banks for their charters. A Commite
tes was appoiated to select a site and re-
csive the offers of towns desirous of hav-
iog the schuol located in them. and in
1850 the School was placed permanently in
the Village of New Dritain, ** on account
of its central position, and «leo in consi-
deration of the liberal offer on the part of
its citizens 10 provide a snitable building,
apparatus and library, to the value of
$16,000 for the use of the Normal School,
and to place all the schools of the wl-
lage under the management of its princie
pal as schools of praciice.”

The course of insiruction will embrace :
~31. A thorough review of the studies
pursued in the lowest grade of common
schools. 2. Am ascquaintance with such
sindies as are embraced in the highest
grade of common schools auvthorized by
law, and which render the teaching of 3)?&
elementary branches more thorough atd
intetesting. 3. The art of teaching and
j1s meihods, including the history and
progress of education, the philosophy of
1eaching and dissipline, as drawn from
the nature of the juvenile mind, and the
application of thuse principles under the
ordinary conditions of our common schools,

The members of the schoo! will be ar-
zanged in three classes—Junior, Middle
and Serior. All pupils, on being admis.
ted to the school, will be ranked in the
Junior Class, unti! their tamiliatity with
the studies of the lowest grade of come
mon schuols has been satisfactorily test.
ed. The Middlc {lasswill embrace thos:
who are pursuing the branches usually

1sught in Public High Schools. The Se-
nior Class will comprice those who are
familiac with the ttudies of the Junior and
Middle elasece, or who are pussessed of
an amount of experience in active and suc-
cessful teaching., which can be regard-
ed as a practical equivalent, Al the stu-
dies of the schuul will be conducted in re-
ference to their being taught again in
commun echaools,

Practice in the Art of Teaching and Gon
verning Schools —'T'he several schools of
the First Schonl Distriet, comprising the
Village of New ficitain, sve placed by a
vote of the Distriet, under the instruction
and disciphine of the Asrociate Principal,
a8 Maodel Schools and Schools of Practice,
for the Norma! School.  These echools
embrace about four hundred children, and
ave classified into vhree Primary, vnp In.
termediate, and one High School. ‘The
course of insiruction embraces &il the
studiea pursued iv any grade of common
schoals in Cuunecticut.  The instruction
of thesa schools will be piven by pupils
of the Norieal School, under the constant
oversight of the Associate Principal and
Professors.

Normal pupils must board and lodge in
such families, and under ruch regulations
as ate appeoved by the Associate Princi

pal.
‘The discipline of the Jnstitution is coms -

mitted to the Associate Principal, who is
acthorized 10 secure the highest point of
order and behaviour by all suitalile means,
even to a tempurary suspension of a pupil
frum the Schuuls. The age of the pupils,
the objects which bring tiem to a Neymal
Schoo)‘. and the spitit of the Institution
iteelf, will, it is believed, dispense wiih
the necessity of a code of rules. ‘I'he
members are expected 10 exemplify in
their own conduct, the order, punctuality
and neatness of good scholars, und exhi-
bit in a1l their relations, Christian courtesy,
kindness and fidehy.

Phonotypy.

Phonetic spelling, by means of the ale
phabet cortrived by Pitman and others, to
express al] the sounds of our fanguage in
an invariable manuer, is now attracting
much «ttention, and bids fair ultimately to
supersede all other methods of giving
initiatory lessons ic eading to children,
it has heen introduced into schools both in
England and the United Siaies; and ihe
fullowing is the substance of a report on
its advantages, by a committee of the
Legislature of Massachuseus, who exams
jned claszes of children ¢ first in Phonoe
1ypy, or the puuted Phoneiic alphabet ;
next in the usual ar roman print, and lastly
in Phonography or the written short-
hand.”

1. That ;i will enable the pupil to Jearn
to tead phonclically, in one tenth of the
time ordinarify employed.

2. That it will enable the leamer to
read the common ype in one tourth of the
tiwe necessary accurding to the usual mode
of instruction.

3. ‘That the truth and accoracy of the
systera will iuduce millions tu texch them-
selves 10 read who ate nuw -dgnorant.

4. [hat its scquirition Jeads the pupil to
a_currect pronuncisuon of evary word,

5, That its certaintv teaches a distinct
enuncration, which will not be lust when
the pupil comes to read (rom the Roman
text.

6. 'That its adoption, merely as a means
of learning to read nur commen prim, wil}
tend 1o banish provincialiswma.

7 That, by direct’ \g sttention to the
different methods ol repreeenting sound,
the pumle will, in the end, hecurie better
vrthographists than by the preseat methud.

8 That it will have a tendency to make
many gerivations, which have nuw lLeen
alinost lost, familiar to 1he eye,

9. That it will be of vast henefit in en.
sbling an judividual rapidly to preserve
his own thoughts and thase of others.

10. That te any one famibar with the
system, jt will furnieh a means of repre-
senting the pranuncistiun of fureign lane
guxges with precision

11. That it will present to the Missione
ary a superior alphabet for the represens
tation of hitherto unwtitten languages.

12. That our own language may, by
means uof it, be subjected to a few simple
rules of accent ; & thing whioh has hitherto
been almast unatiainable,

The Committee, thercfare, deem the
suhject of sufficient importance to be
worthy the attention of schaol committees,
and of thnse who have charge cf cominon
schuol instruction.

Black Bouards for Scheols.

The New Yark District School Journal
gives the folluwing instructions relative to
the preparation and use of the plaister
black wall, which in every schoul should
take the place of the incunvenient black
board.

In the first place, the scratck coat, made
with coarse sand, i»s spread upon the laihs
as usual, and the drown coat follows, he-
ing left a linle rough under the *¢flost.*?
When the brown coat is perfectly dry, the
Yluck coat is laid on.

This is prepared cf mason’s * putly.”’
an(, ground plaister and beach sand, nixcd
in the usval propartivns for hard finish
The coloring matier is lampblack, wer
with alcokol or whiskey, forming a mix-
tute of the consistency of paste. Thisis
mixed with the other ingrediems just as
they are about to be spread upen the wall.
The quantity of coloring 10 be used must
be sufficicnt ta make s black suvrface; the
sufficiency being deiermined by experi-
ment, no rule can be given.®

Au intelligent mason can very saon try
experiments 80 as to insure success. It
is to be remembered that 1he black suiface
requires much maore aworking with the
smouthing trowel. than ordinary white
finish, It should be finished by bheing
softly smoothed with a wet brush. When
petfecily dry, it is neaily as hard as elate,
and almost as durable, if carefully used.
Great care should be 1zken not tv pot in
too much lampblack., The adrvantages of
this kind of black surface overihe ordins-
1y black board, atre, 1. The chalk eamly
takes effect upon it. 2. The chaltk is
much more ea.ily wiped off 3. There is
but litle noise made in wniting upon it
4. There is no seflcction of hight vpon ir.

= Mr, Peter Le Page, :Albaoy, has furnished the Yol-
Jowing recipe for bluck wall:

¥or 10 square yardls of hlack finish, tike 1 1.4 pecks
of Maron's Butty; 112 pecks of Neach Bind; 112
pecks Ground Plaisters 114 jcumls of Lawptlack,
wet up with 1 1.2 gatlons of Whitkey, .o
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S ltis cheaper, 1t costs but a tritle more
than ordinary Aard finish.

Additional Suggestions —In building s
f1ew schoul house it would be well to have
a belt of this black surface psss entirely
around the room at the proper height. In
a commoun school, when small children are
10 use it, ite lower edge should be about
twao feat from the fluor, extending thence
upward from 3 10 35 faet. At the lower
-edge there shuuld be a ** chalk trough *
extending the waule length, muda by naile
irg & thin strip of buard to the plank
which bounds the black board, leaving a
¢rough two inches tn widih and depth, in
which to place the chalk, brushes, point-
ers, &c.—this would aleo catch the duet
which is wiped from the board, The
atpper edge should be bounded by a sim-
ple moulding.

The Brushes ~—the bast thing for re-
mgving tha chalk from the board is a
brush, made of the az0 of a shue brush,
with  wonden handls on the back side,
¢he face being coversd with a sheep skin
with the wool on. This removes the
chalk at a single sweep, without weariug
the surface, and withoat soiling the hand
of tpe oparatur, This is a great improve-
ment over a dust cluth or a sponge.

In all cases let the hoard e kept dry;
never allow a pupil to wet the wiper when
removing the chalk,

Renovation.—By long use, especially if
the surface is ever cleaned with a we
wiper, this kind of blacksbvard becumes
tou smvoth snd glossy on the surface:
the chalk passes over it without taking ef-
fect, and the light is rveflected by it. A
very siwuple wash applied with a white
brash, will ‘minediately resture it; this
wash is made by dissuleing one parnt of
glue to two parts of aluin i water, so as

"t mnake a vécry hin solution. It is” well
to have this wash slightly culored with
lampblack. Care must be taken that the
wash do not have tuo wmuch ** body **

Scripture Stories,

It was a teauiiful remark made by a
hereaved wmother in India—the wife of a
German missionsry—to one of the ladies
of the American mission. 1o one week
she was called 1o lay in the grave three
fovely, ntelligent childten, between the
ages of fire aud ten years, | think, who
tad loved the Bible and loved prayer.
After going through the affecting details
of their sickness snd death, she added,
s It is a great comfort for me to think they
have not gone amang sitrangers! for, saud
she, ** I nave madv them acquainted with
Abraham, Muses, Samuel, Dand, Paul,
and all the Scripture saitnus *’  Her mind
dwelt with pleasure un the delighted hours

she hid spent with them in this way, and-

aow, though gons {t . her smbraces, she
folt u sweet assurance that they were
mingling with the spirits-of thuse °* juet
wen made perfect,’”’ vf whom they used ‘o
converse.

Value of Education.

A1 present, with all the time, and lhibor
“and expeuse bestowdd upon it, the work is
anly half dune ; and the effécts of our im-
perfeer mades of instruction are to render
youth far less competent to succeed in any
pacsaits in-which they may eugage, than
if theiPeducativn was conduated by intels

ligent instructors, on » well-digested plan,
and made as thorough and complete as it
might be,

How often has the individual of native
vigor of intellect and force of euterpriss to
lameat, through a long life of unrewnitted
effurt, his many dissppointments in the
prosgsution of his plans of business, arising
altogethér from the defests of his eatly
education! Aund if this early aducation
were properly conducted, what an acces.
sion it would yield to the vresources of the
community, in the superior ingenuity and
akill of aue actista ; in the more acournte
and aystewatio transactions of vur mers
chants. in the profounder studies and
more sucressful lahors of our professional
men; in the wider experience and desper

sagacily of our statesmen and paliticiaas ;.

n the higher attaininents and loftier pro-
ductions of our sons of litersture and scie
eace; and, perinit me 10 add, in the nobler
patitotism, the purer morals, and the inore
ardent piety of the whole mass of our
citizens.

1 kaow it is no easy task to convince
some uwinds that all these adasntanges
yield just to many doliars and cents to the
private punse, or to the public treasury,
But my appeal is to those who take 2 -unre
comprehensive view of what constitutes
the real wealth of any community, and
who estimate objects not by what they will
to-day fetch in the market, it exposed tn
sale, but by theit effvots upon the perma-
nent well beicg and prousperity of the state.
— Gallaudet.

Time saved by Good Schools,

Suppose, for the sake of argument,
though 1 believe it falls shost of the truth,
that eight years of pretty constant atiends
ance atschool, counting from the time that
a child begins to learn his leiters, is neces-
saty to give him what is called a goud
English Education. I do nout fear to haz.
ard the asseriion, that under an approved
system of education, with suitable books
prepared for the purpose, and conducted
by ore intelligent und experienced ine
structors, as much would be acquired in

five Jears, by vur shildren and youth, as is

now acquired in cight — Gallaudet.

Instructionm in Agriculiure in Prussia.

In the kingdom of Prussia thete are five
agriculturai Culleges, and 3 sixth is about
t0'be opened ; in these are taught by both
theury aud pisctice, the highest Lrarnches
of seience connected with the culture and
improvement ot the soil : of Agricultural
Schoouls of 3 more eleimentary order thete

are ten ; there are also seven schoola de-.

voted tothe culture of flax ; two especiaily
devoted to instruction in the management
of meadow launds ; ong fur instructivn in
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the managsinent of she~; ; and there ate
also furty-five model farma intended oy
seree in introducing hetter modes of agri-
culture ; in all seventy-une public estab-
lishmentis for sgricultural education, not
to mnention others of a kindred natute, oe
those private schools where the art and
science of good farming are taught,

Agricultural Education in Cansda.

The only mode which has hitherso beew
adopted and which indead seems capable
of meeting the case, js by appesling to
faninera through the teachers of Common
Schooles The Board of Education for
Upper Canada Las adopted this method of
diffusing elementary Agricultural Instrucs
tion through the country, His Excelleney
has been futther plessed to distinguish in
a manner eagerly ta be sought afier, these
indiniduals, who, in the Normal School,
exhibit an endeavor tp qualify themselves
for communicating the elementary princis
ples of Husbandry in their capacity of
Schoul Teachers. The Buard of Eduea-
tion has determined that the pericd of ate
tendance at the Normal School shall be
increased from five to nine months. It
may be reasonably expected with this
additionsl advaniage, msny will be able st
she expiration of the sessiva, 10 commani«
cate the principles of Husbandry not vnly
in the Schou! house, bat by means of lec~
tures in theic own immediste peighbor-
hoods. 1If the Teachers-in-training at the

 Normal Schaeo! could have the advaniage

of witnessing a course of experiments
during a perivd of nine moaths, upon a
Model Farm, under the contrul of a Busrg
of Agriculture, much good conld not fail
to result, and & most influential means of
disseminating experimental, theoretieal,
and practical konowledge at once attained.
—Journal of Education U, C.

Practical Power of Knowledge.

The glube, with all its dynamical enera
gies, its minersl treasures, its vegeialive
powers, us fecundities of life, is only »
grand and divinely wrought machine pat
into his hands; and, on the condition of
knowledge, he may wield it and use it, as
an artizan uses his tovl. Knowledge 1n~
augutates us intu the office of auperinten-
dent and director of the elements, and all’
their energies. By means of knowledgse
they may all be made ministering servanta
fur our profit or our plessure. Such is the
true philnophic relation in which we
stand to this estth, to the perfect systems
of laws which govern it, and to the mighty
and exhaustless energies with which ita
frame, and every organ of its {rame is
fil'ed. It is our automaton. Giravitation,
repuision, caloric, magnetism, 2ir, water,
fire, light, lightning,~ through knowledge
we can play themall, as Maelzel plays his
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chessmen ! —2MHorace Munn’s Thoughts for
Young Men.

Good Advice to Young Teachers.

Wo welcome to our pages the following
lJetter from a fair correspondent ;—My
Dear Friend : I am sorry to learn that you
are 80 sadly discouraged witl the class of
pupile you have the good fortune to have
in charge. I say good foriwns, notwith.
standing your decided opinion to the con-
trary, for it certainly is such, if you have
health and stzength sufiictent to lift them
abuva their precent state.  Of the principal
faults, deficiencies and obstacles you men.
tion, I see none that have not been ex-
perieaced by many teachers in country
echools, and that have not been remedied.
You kuow the old adage ** What man has
done man can do.”’ Fimnt, you are troub.
led by the unneceesary absenca snd tardi-
ness of your pupils. The best remedy
that I can recommend to you, is to make
them interested in school and echou) duties ;
do this, aad half the work is accomplished.
la order to effect this desirable siate of
things you must be in your schooleroom
in scason, yes, wore than in seasun. Be
there ready to talk with your pupils ; tell
them interesting anecdotes that you have
heard orread. 'T'ell them, perhaps, (o
begin with, that you have an intesesting
book that you will read to all who will be
ia the room fifteen or 1wenty minutes be-
fore the achool session commences. Get
them interested in assisting you about any
littie matter that may occur to you, such
as assorting pictures and shells, and if you
have none disarranged, perhaps you might
put some in disorder for the occasion.
Give your pupils something to sxpect
from one sessicn to another,— Oaly make
them feel a wish 1o be in the school room,
rather than away, and parents wil! seldamn
require the services of a child so much as
10 refuse arequest to atend acheol. Show
the pupil that you do really cure whether
he is absent or not, and let him feel that
he has lost soinething quite interesting bv
being away, and you will at least have
made au impression that will influence him
in future to moure constant atiendance.

But there are some that cznnot be 1ne
duced to attend, intlus way. These must
be looked after by you in several ways.
Call and see the parents,—call when you
are walking to school, 1o see if the pupil
will aot join you, make both parent and
chi'd interested by awakeniug their pride.
Every pupil hus some excellencies. Per-
haps oane is a good writer, anvither a good
zeader, and in whatever he excels, he will
feel the most interest. Through 1his
one point, whatever it may be, you may
gaia a hold on the pupils wind, and in-
terest him in other exercises of the school,
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and with much cate and labour on your
pe=i, you can secure a goud average at~
tendance.

You say you have no conveniences.
This is certamly a great'hindranco to the
progress of your pupils, but if you have
none, you must make thern, at least, sub-
stitutes for conveniences 1f you have no
blackhoard, take a common pine boatd,
and if you cannot procure that readily,
use the funnel of your stove; that will
show a chalk mark, and althongh it may
not be the most counvenient thing imagine
able, it is better than : .hing. If your
entry is minus apparaws for hanging cloth-
ing, vour boys will undoubtedly be de~
lighted 10 bring nails and drive them for
yos. You can, with a little trouble, euls
tivate a epirit of neatucss, Encourage
popils to come with neatly washed faces
and hands, and nicely combed hair, If
you have not eaperienced the effect of
these thinge, you will be surprised at the
alteration they will wake, nat only in the
appearance of your school, but in the be~
haviour of your pupils. Yuou cownplain of
listlessness and indolence in your schools
room. [ think if your succeed in making
your scholars interested, these evils will
gradually disappear. Be sure that every
one in the room has something to do afl
the time, and you will generally insure
quietness. Allow those that can write,
10 copy a few lines from the Reader, or
any other buok 1hat you choose, and if it
is wel) done, coniisend the neathess and
correctness of the performance. Be sure
to praiss the work if thera is a single
point thst will adwit of praise; at the
same time, pointing out the fauhs in a
way that will encourage, and not discour
age.

Say, for instance, to a pupil that you
sce idle, ** Mary, be as quick as you can,
in the preparation ot your Geography les-
son thie morning, fur 1 have something 1
with you to do fur me when you have
learned jt.”’  You will ofien obiain a half
hour’s quiet siudy, and consequently a
well-learned lesson {roin & careless pupil,
if same pleasant exercise ir held aut as ar
inducement to the careful preparation of
the work assigned.— Muss. Teacher,

Schools in New Bruaswick,

There are two great lnstitutions which
in this Pruvince engross the pr ncipsl part
of our overgrown Revenues—the roads
and schucls ; and while it is notorious that
the outlay on the former has succeeded 30
admiratiun, inasmuch as our roads oan
favourably compare with any in the Pro-
vinces, i1 is equally true that the expendix
ture’in the latler case is almost a failuze,
The intell:gent reader will, nay must sgrece
with us in iliis particular. Here are
whule parishes which owing 1o the un-
pardonable upathy aad igrnorance of the
pevple, have scarcely a scuosl within their

bourds; wlilethereare athers which manw~
age to keep up just enough of appearance to
eaable them to claiin the public money.
A compulscry syeiem  of education can
alene drive a large nuinber of people in-
to the pathways of light and knowledge.
Quite unconscious of the heavy taxes
which they now pay towards education,
they are litile interested in its 1e2ults, and
nuthing will everawaken thein to a knows
ledge of s importance, unul a direct
claim is made upon them for its support,
It in true that such a tax as we have allud~
ed to would fall heaviest where we think
it should fall—~upon 'he weslthy ; hut we
think that even they would be gainers hy
its operasion It would he much bettor 1o
elevaie the charscier of the poor by giving
them a gond religivus, moral, and peacticad
education, than to support thewm afterwards.
as vagrants, prupers, and down-drafis up=
on suciety, in our alms houses and jaile.
— Frederickton Reporter,

Location of the Normat School.

Ia their report nuw before the Legisla~
ture, the Trustees of Pictou Academy
have offored to give all the facilities and
accommudation in their puwer, to a Nore
mal School, if established in the vicinity
of shat institutjon. 18 is so be hoped ihas
simiiar offers will be made by uther locals
itiee.

Children undar seven vears of age
should not be confined over six or seven
hours in the house, snd that should be
broken by frequent recesses.

Children and young people- must he
mace to hold their heads wp and their
shoulders back while eittiog or walking.

We have v record with siicere regret,
the decease, on Monday, 22nd inst. of Ris
Excellency Siz JunN Harvey, Lieut.
Governor ol this Province. In Sir John's
lung aud usefu) career as a Colonial Gov-
ernor, one of the most marked and honur~
able features, was the deep interest whish
he ever manifested in all that tended to
promote the secular and religious educa»
tion of the young.
PR

Abetract of Return of Schools in Cape Bre~
ton and Victoria— Reccived too late fur
inserlion in the Slatistical Tables attached
to the School Repor? ,

[{1alf year euding Nov, 1, 1851.]
Number uf Schools, 69
Support frum geople,
Support from Province,
Amount from people tor £1

£3i57 4 8
463 15 7%

from Province, 112 8}
No. of paid pupils, 21412
No. of free pupile, 167

Total, 2408
No of persons between 4 and 14, 3119
Districts avt reposting No. from

4 10 15, 13
No. of Male Teachers, (31
Nu. of Female Teachers, 12

Average salary per Teacher,
frum people, £10 19 2%
from Province, 6 14 5

‘Total ealary for § year, £1713 7%



